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Achieving impactful treatment for pediatric endocrine
disorders through primary care in low to middle-income
countries: a scoping review

Hannah E. Olson1

Abstract

Background: Endocrine disorders affect over 5% of the world’s population, with an additional 5%
undiagnosed. Despite the increasing prevalence of endocrine disorders, especially cases in low to
middle-income countries, limited research offers comprehensive guidance on treating this complex
medical field.

Objective/Aim: To provide evidence-based recommendations for efficient, effective, and accessible
treatment of pediatric endocrine conditions in low to middle income countries.

Method: We used the Arksey and O’Malley methodological framework for scoping reviews to analyze
health care administration approaches in low to middle-income countries. These approaches included
primary care, specialized care, government intervention, and mobile health initiatives. Evaluation criteria
focused on measuring levels of efficiency, efficacy, and accessibility.

Results/Findings: After reviewing primary care, specialized care, government intervention programs, and
mobile care initiatives within developing countries, primary care emerged as the best approach for
treating pediatric endocrine disorders.

Conclusion: In summary, despite recommendations favoring specialized care or government
interventions, primary care proves to be the most effective, efficient, and accessible method for treating
pediatric endocrine conditions. Given limited healthcare funding in low to middle income countries,
implementing primary care initiatives can achieve optimal outcomes while maximizing resources.

Key Words: low to middle-income countries, pediatric, endocrine, health care, treatment methods

Introduction: facilities, mobile care initiatives, and primary
healthcare. Ultimately, discovering and
implementing  effective, efficient, and
accessible treatment strategies for individuals
with endocrine conditions in these countries
can save and enhance the lives of thousands.

Endocrine disorders impair millions of lives,
affecting 5% of adults in the United States
alone (1) and 33.66% of individuals in low to
middle-income countries (2). Alarmingly,
global awareness of these conditions is diluted
because nearly 5% of all cases remain
undiagnosed (3). When left untreated,
endocrine disorders may cause impaired heart
function, infertility, fluctuations in body
weight, hindered brain development in
adolescents, and the overall diminishment of
one’s quality of life (3). Despite these glaring
facts, insufficient healthcare funding and
resource deficiencies in LMICs have resulted in
ineffective and limited treatment options for
endocrine-impaired individuals. Options may
include, but are not limited to, government
intervention programs, specialized care

A recent study assessing collaborative efforts
between the Tanzanian government and
external organizations in treating Type 1
diabetes revealed the inadequacy of Tanzanian
health care administration (4). These findings
necessitate substantial improvement to
ensure adolescents receive proper glycemic
control (4). Another study examining the
availability of essential medications for
pediatric endocrine care in Mexico, Central
and South America, and the Caribbean
displayed how necessary medications were
accessible in less than 39% of the region’s
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poorest countries (5). This study emphasizes
the need to refocus efforts toward ensuring
LMICs have access to essential medications.
Research across this subject highlights the
significance of establishing an effective, cost-
effective, and accessible healthcare
administration method for those with
endocrine disorders.

Prior research investigated the efficacy of
various health care administration methods
when treating chronic pediatric diseases in
developing countries (6). One scoping review
identified the disease landscape in LMICs,
evaluated newly implemented service
approaches, and discussed outcomes related
to patient’s health improvement (6). For years,
the World Health Organization allocated its
funding and workforce toward researching
and treating endocrine disorders, especially in
LMICs. However, despite research separately
analyzing the benefits of specialized care (7),
government interventions (8,9), mobile health
initiatives (10,11), and primary care (4,8,12-
15) when treating endocrine conditions in
LMICs, a gap remains when comparing the
outcomes of these studies. This scoping review
aims to fill this gap by evaluating these four
treatment options and determining which one
yields the best healthcare results for
individuals with endocrine conditions.

The objective of this scoping review is to
provide evidence-based recommendations for
implementing the most efficient, effective, and
accessible treatment option for pediatric
endocrine conditions in LMICs. Unlike
previous studies, this review addresses the
question, “What is the optimal healthcare
administration method for treating endocrine
conditions in low-income countries?” by
quantitatively and qualitatively assessing the
success of various methods and identifying the
most effective one. After evaluating primary
care, specialized care, government
intervention, and mobile care initiatives in low
to middle-income countries, results indicate
primary care produces the best outcomes.
Ultimately, this scoping review fills the gap in

the literature by comparing endocrine-care
treatment options, calling attention to a
previously neglected group of people, and
providing  policymakers in developing
countries with valuable data to implement
accessible health care initiatives and maximize
their limited health budget.

Methods:

This scoping review aimed to provide
evidence-based recommendations for
efficient, effective, and accessible pediatric-
endocrine treatment in low to middle-income
countries. This study abided by both the five
stages of a scoping review described by Arksey
and O’Malley and the Preferred Reporting
Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-
Analyses checklist. A scoping review can be
broadly defined as a method of synthesizing
large bodies of research regarding one topic to
identify gaps in the literature or observe
developments within the topic of inquiry
(16,17). Additionally, through scoping
reviews, researchers can identify where to
orient future inquiries. This method of
analyzing existing literature to draw
connections and reveal disparities is key when
examining the efficacy, efficiency, and
accessibility of health care treatment methods
in low to middle-income countries (17).

Stage 1: Identifying the Research Question
The Arksey and O’Malley framework
highlights the importance of identifying a
research question to provide parameters for
the review. This scoping review asked the
question, “What is the optimal healthcare
administration method for treating endocrine
conditions in low to middle-income
countries?” Optimal healthcare administration
is defined as efficient, effective, and accessible
care, measured both qualitatively and
quantitatively. Qualitative = measurements
include improved quality of life, current
treatment analyses, and future projections
conducted by healthcare specialists within the
corresponding study. Quantitative
measurements include a treatment plan’s
studied and projected Disability Adjusted Life
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Years (DALYs), and a patient’s Average Life
Expectancy (ALE).

Stage 2: Identifying Relevant Studies

This scoping review identified peer-reviewed
articles and studies from major medical and
non-medical databases such as Google Scholar,
PubMed, and MEDLINE. This search was
limited to studies and articles published in
English. Additionally, studies included in this
review focused on pediatric endocrine
disorders in low to middle-income countries.
However, due to the limited body of literature
on this topic, this review included studies
analyzing other specialized, chronic, non-
communicable diseases (e.g. fibromyalgia
syndrome, nephrological conditions, asthma).
The search included key words relating to
endocrine disorders, thyroid conditions,
pediatric health, treatment options, low to-
middle income countries, chronic diseases,
and the care administration methods studied
in this review. Between September of 2023
and October of 2023, we identified twelve
relevant articles that fit all listed criteria.

Stage 3: Study Selection
The eligibility criteria for each article are as
follows:

e Study setting: The primary study
setting was low to middle-income
countries, with some studies from
higher income countries included for
contextual comparison.

e Intervention: pediatric chronic
diseases and/or endocrine conditions

e Study design: qualitative
measurements examining patient’s
quality of life and care evaluations;
quantitative measurements analyzing
efficiency (cost-effectiveness), efficacy
(DALYs and ALE), and accessibility.

o Time: studies published since 2018

e Research articles, review articles, and
systematic reviews

Exclusion criteria:

e Studies focusing solely infectious

diseases

e Studies  highlighting  specialized
terminal diseases such as cancer

e Studies only measuring elderly
populations

e Studies published in another language
other than English

e Studies conducted during the COVID-
19 pandemic

This scoping review only examined
government intervention programs,
specialized care programs, telemedicine or
mobile care resources, and primary care
initiatives. While other treatment options exist
- community-based education programs and
self-regulatory initiatives - these are the four
most highlighted treatment options available
to individuals in low to middle-income
countries. Additionally, we only included
articles in this scoping review if their results
section identified the direct quantitative
and/or qualitative effect of a certain health
care initiative on patients’ quality of life.

Stage 4: Charting the Data

Researchers extracted data and included the
following characteristics, as according the
Arksey and O’Malley framework: author, year
of publication, study location, intervention
type, duration of intervention (if applicable),
study population, aims of the study,
methodology, outcome measures, and
important quantitative and qualitative
findings. Data was finally compiled into an
excel spreadsheet.

Stage 5: Data Summary and Synthesis

The final stage of the Arksey and O’Malley
scoping review layout summarizes and reports
findings (18). Findings are described in the
following section.

Findings:

The findings below do not constitute a full
scoping review as I only review twelve articles,
and I do not qualify these findings as
comprehensive. However, if | were completing
a comprehensive scoping review, [ would first
identify more peer-reviewed journal articles
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relevant to pediatric endocrine disorders in
low to middle-income countries (at least
twenty-five). Then, I would synthesize these
findings in a chart as the Arksey and O’Malley
scoping review framework describes.
Additionally, I would compile data into an
excel spreadsheet for validation and coding.

This article reveals the findings from twelve
different articles related to health care in low
to middle-income countries. In this section, I
highlight articles relating to my original
research question: “What is the optimal
healthcare administration method for treating
endocrine conditions in low to middle-income
countries?” Each study presented attempts to
analyze the outcomes of various health care
methods on endocrine condition maintenance
in low to middle-income countries.

Concentrating efforts and funding toward
primary care can improve one’s access to
care:

Regarding the treatment of endocrine
disorders with specialized care, research
reveals how many countries prefer to focus
their health care funding toward supplying
endocrinologists (7). However, further
research indicates an incredible shortage of
endocrinologists in LMICs (7). This lack of
physicians in the endocrine field significantly
limits one’s access to their care (6,7).

Regarding treating endocrine disorders via
government initiatives, research demonstrates
many countries are moving away from this
approach due to poor communication
between the community and the government,
resulting in limited accessibility (6). Without
proper back-and-forth communication
between the government and community
members, receiving adequate and accessible
care is difficult.

LMICs also attempt to treat endocrine
disorders via tele-medicine. This approach
provides improved accessibility as patients
may receive notifications regarding extended
clinic hours and medication delivery, and

easily access their physicians via phone call
(11). However, studies indicate mobile care
has only made a significant impact toward
treating maternal illnesses and infectious
diseases, therefore inaccessible to those
impaired by endocrine disorders (11).

Finally, many LMICs utilize primary care
initiatives to treat endocrine disorders.
Research indicates primary care is the
foundation for increasing one’s accessibility to
the health care system (15, 20, 21). Due to pre-
existing primary care facilities and physicians
in LMICs, it is feasible to impart knowledge
and understanding of endocrine disorders to
primary care physicians (6). There is a large
supply of primary physicians in LMICs,
meaning these doctors are more accessible to
endocrine-impaired patients compared to
specialized treatment options (6). Harnessing
this approach allows patients with endocrine
disorders to experience improved access to
their physicians. However, there remains a
lack of resources in LMICs, preventing the
training of primary care physicians with
specialized skills needed to treat endocrine
disorders (6). This significantly limits the use
of primary care in LMICs. Yet, unlike
specialized care and government initiatives,
studies reveal how medication prescribed and
administered at the primary care level allow
endocrine patients to receive crucial
treatment, regardless of their barriers(13).

Primary care is the most effective and
efficient option for treating individuals with
endocrine disorders:

Regarding government intervention
programs, studies display varying levels of
efficacy. While reduced infant mortality,
improved infectious disease control, and
overall community satisfaction are results
from several general government initiatives in
Pakistan (9), limited research reveals the
efficacy and efficiency of government
programs when treating endocrine disorders.
Furthermore, researchers describe how the
corruption of the system resulted in ineffective
treatment outcomes overall (9).
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Treatment via tele-medicine is generally
efficient as endocrine-impaired patients can
effortlessly notify their doctors of symptoms
and developments in their condition (6,10).
However, efficacy varies between studies as
several reviews indicate trends of
misdiagnosis, improper treatment
recommendations, and overall misleading
information (19).

When considering specialized care, one study
within Tanzania described efforts to increase
the supply of pediatric endocrinologists to
treat Type 1 Diabetes. However, the study also
reveals how only eight pediatric
endocrinologists have entered the Tanzanian
medical field as fully trained specialized
physicians (4). With an estimated one million
individuals with diabetes, one of many
endocrine-related disorders, this study shows
the incredible lack of endocrinologists in the
field. This treatment option is extremely
inefficient and therefore ineffective as many
endocrine-impaired individuals in LMICs
struggle to see an endocrinologist in their area
at all.

Regarding primary care, research suggests
primary care significantly reduces mortality
and allows for quick detection of chronic
conditions like endocrine disorders (6,21).
This data implies primary care produces the
most efficient and effective option for treating
individuals with endocrine disorders. Several
studies project implementing primary care
initiatives in LMICs could significantly
decrease a country’s Disability-Adjusted-Life-
Years and exponentially increase Life-
Expectancy when compared to other
treatment options (14, 20). By harnessing
efforts and health care funding in LMICs
toward primary care facilities and procedures,
endocrine-impaired individuals may receive
quicker and more impactful treatment
outcomes.

Discussion:

Using the results from previous studies
highlighting individual health care options, |
conducted a scoping review to compare this
data and choose the best care administration
method.

With the limited research compiled, this
review reveals the importance of comparing
health care treatment methods in LMICs to
determine the best option. The information
presented highlights the strengths and
shortcomings of various health care
administration methods in LMICs. After
extensive research, [ determined the
importance of prioritizing primary care
initiatives in LMICs. Despite recommendations
favoring  specialized care, government
interventions, or mobile medicine, primary
care proves to be the most effective, efficient,
and accessible method for treating pediatric
endocrine conditions. Ultimately, as my
findings indicate, primary care is highly
accessible to endocrine-impaired individuals,
it promotes quick and accurate diagnoses, and
it leads to positive impacts in the patient’s
quality of life. Ultimately, given limited
healthcare funding in LMICs, implementing
primary care initiatives can achieve optimal
outcomes while maximizing resources.

Further research should analyze more
literature regarding treatment of specialized
and chronic conditions (asthma, autoimmune
disorders, etc.) in LMICs and incorporate more
treatment options into their study. This way,
research may be more comprehensive.

This review has strengths and limitations. This
review qualitatively and quantitatively
compares the benefits and shortcomings of
various health care administration methods in
LMICs when treating endocrine disorders,
filling a considerable gap in the literature.
Furthermore, my incorporation of both
qualitative and quantitative data diversifies
my results. This review also equips
policymakers with basic and valuable
knowledge to implement accessible health
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care initiatives for those with endocrine
disorders. With the data presented,
policymakers can shift their focus to
prioritizing primary care improvements and
maximize their health care spending.

The first limitation to this review is the lack of
literature included, as it is by no means
comprehensive. Lack of data in this subject
area implies my results lack full reliability.
Additionally, from my experience, literature
regarding this topic is limited as few studies
dive into the purely quantitative effects of
various health care administration methods
(DALYs and ALE). As a result, this study was

References:

1. Golden SH, Robinson KA, Saldanha I,
Anton B, Ladenson PW. Prevalence and
Incidence of Endocrine and Metabolic
Disorders in the United States: A
Comprehensive Review. ] Clin Endocrinol
Metab. 2009 Jun 1;94(6):1853-78.

2. Yadav NK, Thanpari C, Shrewastwa MK,
Sathian B, Mittal RK. Socio demographic
wise risk assessment of thyroid function
abnormalities in far western region of
Nepal: A hospital based descriptive study.
Asian Pac ] Trop Dis. 2013 Apr;3(2):150-
4.

3. Chiovato L, Magri F, Carlé A.
Hypothyroidism in Context: Where We've
Been and Where We're Going. Adv Ther.
2019 Sep;36(52):47-58.

4. Ludvigsson ], Edna M, Ramaiya K. Type 1
diabetes in low and middle-income
countries - Tanzania a streak of hope.
Front Endocrinol. 2023 Mar
24;14:1043370.

5. Rowlands A, Acosta-Gualandri A,
Guevara-Aguirre ], Chanoine JP. WHO and
national lists of essential medicines in
Mexico, Central and South America, and
the Caribbean: are they adequate to
promote paediatric endocrinology and

forced to rely mostly on the qualitative
evaluations from previous researchers,
potentially leaning into their personal biases.

Ultimately, the studies reviewed in this article
demonstrate how effective and efficient health
care saves the lives of millions. Therefore, the
importance of quantitatively and qualitatively
examining health care initiatives to determine
the best option for treating endocrine
disorders is imperative to improving the
quality of life for thousands of endocrine-
impaired individuals in LMICs. This review
illustrates that primary care achieves this goal.

diabetes care? BM] Glob Health. 2016
Oct;1(3):e000114.

6. Reif LK, Van Olmen ], McNairy ML, Ahmed
S, Putta N, Bermejo R, et al. Models of
lifelong care for children and adolescents
with chronic conditions in low-income
and middle-income countries: a scoping
review. BM] Glob Health. 2022
Jul;7(7):e007863.

7. Dall TM, Gallo PD, Chakrabarti R, West T,
Semilla AP, Storm MV. An Aging
Population And Growing Disease Burden
Will Require A Large And Specialized
Health Care Workforce By 2025. Health
Aff (Millwood). 2013;32(11).

8. Farmer P. Infections and Inequalities: The
Modern Plagues. University of California
Press; 2001.

9. Kurji Z, Premani ZS, Mithani Y. ANALYSIS
OF THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM OF
PAKISTAN: LESSONS LEARNT AND WAY
FORWARD. ] Ayub Med Coll Abbottabad.

10. Correia JC, Meraj H, Teoh SH, Waqas A,
Ahmad M, Lapao LV, et al. Telemedicine to
deliver diabetes care in low- and middle-
income countries: a systematic review
and meta-analysis. Bull World Health
Organ. 2021 Mar 1;99(3):209-219B.

Olson H. 2023 6



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Kruse C, Betancourt ], Ortiz S, Valdes Luna
SM, Bamrah IK, Segovia N. Barriers to the
Use of Mobile Health in Improving Health
Outcomes in Developing Countries:
Systematic Review. | Med Internet Res.
2019 0ct 9;21(10):e13263.

Alieva A, Alimov A, Khaidarova F, Ismailov
S, Rakhimova G, Nazhmutdinova D, et al.
Assessing the Effectiveness of Type 2
Diabetes Screening in the Republic of
Uzbekistan. Int ] Endocrinol Metabolsim
[Internet]. 2022 [cited 2023 Sep
14];20(4). Available from:
https://doi.org/10.5812 /ijem-124036

Pandey S. Challenges in neurological
practice in developing countries. Indian ]
Public Health. 2012;56(3):227.

Mwai D, Hussein S, Olago A, Kimani M,
Njuguna D, Njiraini R, et al. Investment
case for primary health care in low- and
middle-income countries: A case study of
Kenya. Mao W, editor. PLOS ONE. 2023
Mar 23;18(3):e0283156.

Kruk ME, Porignon D, Rockers PC,
Lerberghe WV. The contribution of
primary care to health and health systems
in low- and middle-income countries: A
critical review of major primary care
initiatives. Soc Sci Med. 2010;70:904-11.

Mak S, Thomas A. An Introduction to
Scoping Reviews. | Grad Med Educ. 2022
Oct 1;14(5):561-4.

Westphaln KK, Regoeczi W, Masotya M,
Vazquez-Westphaln B, Lounsbury K,
McDavid L, et al. From Arksey and
O’Malley and Beyond: Customizations to
enhance a team-based, mixed approach to
scoping review methodology. MethodsX.
2021;8:101375.

Arksey H, O’Malley L. Scoping studies:
towards a methodological framework. Int
] Soc Res Methodol. 2005 Feb 1;8(1):19-
32.

19.

20.

21.

Olson H. 2023

Ouellette S, Rao BK. Usefulness of
Smartphones in Dermatology: A US-Based
Review. Int ] Environ Res Public Health.
2022 Mar 17;19(6):3553.

Basu S, Berkowitz SA, Phillips RL, Bitton
A, Landon BE, Phillips RS. Association of
Primary Care Physician Supply With
Population Mortality in the United States,
2005-2015.JAMA Intern Med. 2019 Apr
1;179(4):506.

Budreviciute A, Damiati S, Sabir DK,
Onder K, Schuller-Goetzburg P, Plakys G,
et al. Management and Prevention
Strategies for Non-communicable
Diseases (NCDs) and Their Risk Factors.
Front Public Health. 2020 Nov
26;8:574111.



	Achieving Impactful Treatment for Pediatric Endocrine Disorders through Primary Care in Low to Middle-income Countries: A Scoping Review
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1713368507.pdf.Iv0ex

