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01
Definitions



Propaganda



Propaganda appears in a variety of 
forms. It is strategic and intentional as 
it aims to influence attitudes, opinions 
and behaviors. Propaganda can be 
beneficial or harmful.  It may use truth, 
half-truths or lies. To be successful, 
propaganda taps into our deepest 
values, fears, hopes and dreams.
– Steven Luckert and Susan Bachrach, 
The State of Deception, 2007



Propaganda is intentionally-
designed communication that 
invites us to respond 
emotionally, immediately, and 
in a either-or manner.
– Neil Postman, Technopoly, 
1994



Fake News



Fake news is “"fabricated information that 
mimics news media content in form but not 
in organizational process or intent. Fake-news 
outlets, in turn, lack the news media's 
editorial norms and processes for ensuring 
the accuracy and credibility of information. 
Fake news overlaps with other information 
disorders, such as misinformation (false or 
misleading information) and disinformation 
(false information that is purposely spread to 
deceive people)."

—Lazer et al. (2018) “Science of Fake 
News”



Disinformation



False information that's 
created and shared to 
deliberately cause harm.



Candice’s Corollary: 
Information that is framed, 
packaged, and shared to 
deliberately cause harm



https://globalnews.ca/news/4333499/india-
whatsapp-lynchings-child-kidnappers-fake-
news/

https://globalnews.ca/news/4333499/india-whatsapp-lynchings-child-kidnappers-fake-news/
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MESSAGING



■ ACTIVATES STRONG EMOTIONS
■ SIMPLIFIES IDEAS
■ APPEALS TO AUDIENCE NEEDS
■ ATTACKS OPPONENTS
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1. Activate Strong Emotions



https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-furries-rogan-litterbox/fact-check-no-evidence-of-schools-
accommodating-furries-with-litter-boxes-idUSL1N31J1KT

https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-furries-rogan-litterbox/fact-check-no-evidence-of-schools-accommodating-furries-with-litter-boxes-idUSL1N31J1KT


2. Simplify Information and Ideas 

Brazil, 2022





3. Appeal to Audience Needs 

Reddit, 2022





4. Attack Opponents 

Qassem Soleimani killing a 
dragon with Iran’s flag





Halloween Fentanyl

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_zQmFNPkYc4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zQmFNPkYc4


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU7fhIO7DG0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU7fhIO7DG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU7fhIO7DG0
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TECHNIQUES



1. Name-Calling







2. Glittering Generality





3. Transfer (aka Stirring Symbols)



3. Transfer (aka Stirring Symbols)



4. Testimonial 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDUQW8LUMs8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDUQW8LUMs8




4. Testimonial 



5. Plain Folks 









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU7fhIO7DG0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU7fhIO7DG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU7fhIO7DG0


In 2017, the bipartisan House Intelligence Committee 
shared samples of Facebook ads and pages that traced 

back to the Kremlin. Here are some of them.

Russian Ads from 2016
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BIASES







■Guess my rule…
■ 2, 4, 6, _____
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What’s your Moral Compass exercise















Thank you!



■Propaganda Critic
■Mind over Media
■US Holocaust Museum
■News Literacy ProjectSO
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http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq
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