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TEE IHTROIUGTION

In o countyry $n whish ve hove comsittsd ourselves to a
philosophy of educetion which is bosed upon a fundsusntal belief
in demoorasy, we must soocept the Feot that every imdividucl hae
velug, This means them, that 2o one n our soolety osu be weg-
leoted, It msens thet every individusl wust be developed as far
us poseibie, for demooracy deponds upon Judgronts xade by the
common peoples In order thet these judgments may be intelligent,
the common people wust be inforsed. For them to be informsd,
they muet be edussted, A demsoraoy somnot be oporated by an
illiterate m‘a‘m converasly, the better nm%m the people,
tho better democraoy workss |

For seny yesrs edusstional leadors have somcernsd them-
salves with ths problems of those students who enter schood snd
4o mot stay to gredustes Nuoh literaturs bas boon written
relative to it, and several plans have beon offered to lmprove
the survival retes in our public sohools. Some of thess plans
have been indtieted, but wush Is yet fo Be scoomplisied, for the
survivil retss in the publie sohoole of owr countyy are far fyom
perfsot,



I, THE PROBLEW

Gtutemsnt of the problem, The prosesnt work wag undeprtsken
to make & study of some of the faotors whioh ars related to with.
drawals in the rural high schools of Virginis, snd to see vhat
oap be done to hold ths pupils in school a Jopgsr period of tine,
s thug better £1% them for the dutics thoy must assume when
they leave sohool,

snalysie of the problem. Out of the tovslity of elumsnts
present whioh might oontridbute to this prodlem, the atudy of with-
drawsls from the pural high schools of Virginia during the tene
year porisd studied was broken down inte the following feotors:
I, Ihe extent of vwithdrawals.
i+ The peroentage of withdeawals by oounitivg,
2e The pervontege of withdrawsls by yeors.
ils Paotors relsted to withdrawmla.
1. fThe perecnisge of ettendsnow,
2« The percentage of subjeot £allures, -
S+ Tho percentage of ovor-age students by grades.
4 Yhe percontage of students rotoined by grades.
By The persontages of the school census esrolled,
6s The avercge tecohsr loads
7s The percentage of atudents entering the high
sohools Crom Cesder sohoolss
8, The testing progrsm in Virginie.
4e The odusationsl age of slementary students in



the fosder sohools,
Be The edusetionsl age of the elementary students
in the bigh school plents,
6« he peroentege of students trassported.
10, The average smaual per capits sxpenditurs for ine
struotion.
ils The sooclo-soonomic background of the sountions

Soops of the problems 7This study was linited to & ted~
yesr period ocovering the ysars 1055~36 through 1944~45. the pere
sontagos of withdrawels for the ons-hundrod sounties of Virginie
ware vorked 5% for this ten-yeer poricd and then Maég he
ten oounties with the higheet sversge perosntages wers then selsote
ed for one group of oounties. IB a like menner the ten counties _
with the lowest sverage peroonteges wore selected for wiother group
of counties. The study was further Lsdted to inolude rursl high
achools with white studouts enrolled. Through the study of the
above eloven faotors in these two groups of oounties, $% was hoped
that sn anewor sonld be found to the question as to why somo
acountios havo @ high poroentege of withdrawals and others have s
low peroentage of withdrawals. A8 & result of this study it wes
hopad alen thet recoxmsaudations oonld Be made whioh would reducs
the muwber of withdrewsls in )l ocounties,

Bipoifioance of the problems he percentege of Virginie's
population betwsen the uges of Zive snd twenty years who wers on~
rolled in school in 1040, was 63.9 peroents. The comperable peroent




for the United States at the emme time vas 70,8.1 Over the ten-
yesr period studied there Has Deen an average of 11.72 peroent of
the pupils enrclled in the rural white high sohools of Vvirginia
who heve withdrawn from the schools during the sohool seesions,
Ower this sawe pericd there wers enrolled in thess schools adout
aiz hundred eighty~two thoussnd studente in the grades edght o
twelve, Soolucive, This mewns thst approximntely eighty thoussnd
students have withirewn from the rurl white high schools of
Virginie during the school sesaions, Over this seme period thore
wors enrplled in thess soboola shout six hundred eighty-two
thoussnd students in the grades sight to twelve, inolusive, This
moons thet srproximately eighty thousand students hsve vxtharm
from the rurel white high sohools of Virgisda during ths sohool
sessions over this taneyoar periods

in our presont dsy, snd partioulsrly since the last wer,
1t hos Desoms insrousingly nsosssery thet we gonserve oupr
naturel rescurses, I meny instsmdes steps heve been teken by
ouwr Federal, State, snd Losal govornments to set up end carry out
the necesssry plans to do this, It seems unnscsssery, therofore,
t¢0 emphaaize the fsot that our grestest ostural resource Ly the
growing gessration who are enrolisd, or who should be esnrolled,
in our pubiis schoolsy The me %0 whioh we ere serpying out
our basto philosophy to conserve suoh reasources hers in Virginiae

1¥rmin Gy mma. Jdrer  Oppo M‘as for the
mt of High School mxﬁm in ! ;ﬂm. Lt Virginis
Thimber of ros, Alchmon ."ﬁ&m, 1084 }» ppe w160,




is shown by the sbove Tigures, snd implies that the secondury
sohools of Virginis ere 5ot sholly fulfilling their duties to the
students entrusted to theie ours, nor to aoolely in generel,

Idmitations of the study. Doring the sobool sessions
194243, 194544, and 1044-46 smployment opportimities outelds the
sohool were wery sttraotive; the sppeal to entor the militery
‘servioes was grest; and the migretion of families to work centers
ssused lorgs shifte in our population, For these ressons one mey
have the feoling thet & study of withdrawsls during this abmormsl
period would not yield representative date. This fesling is
Jnatified to & vertuin extent, For example, the nuwber of withe
drawals was grester over these yeers then pormsily, and conse-
gquently the porcantages of withdrawals are higher for these
yosrss The fuoresse in sdthdrswsls over thase yeura, howsver,
was sboub equnl for the two groups of vounties studicd, and it was
felt sele to sosums thet the sotual withdrawsls during these
abuormel years inoluded sl} the potentisl withdrewsls during
norgel yesrss

1t is oo diffioult to rsducs the omuso of withdrewsls to
any one feotor, and 1% fe very diffioult to doternine the extent
to which any one factor might vontribute to vithdrewsls from high
sohools I is the purpose of the writer to show thet certain
relationshing do exiat batwsen s high psresntuge of withdrowals
angd the faotors salectad, and thet relstlonship of s different
kind sxist botweon & low pereentege of withdrawsls and the sams
faotore.



‘Procedurc, In this study sertein faoctore were seleotad,
and the sffeot of eash of the faotors on vithirswals wos moted
through a comparative snalysis of the data uesd, %his was done
through & souwpilation of dats, chiained from reports on tem
sounties with o relatively Mgh average peroontage of withdrawals
sovering the ten~ysar period 1838-38 through 1844~45, snd daba
gbteined from ten oounties with a rolatively low sweregs percent.
age of vithdrawald covering the sume period.. Ths aversgs pergente
ages of withdrawals of each of the twe groups of counties in the
study were oompered with date on each feator, Also the degres |
to which ths faotor osoured In ewoh group of countics was noted,

the relstionship betwsen u high aversge percentages of
vithdrawsls sud deta for a particular Pactor, s the faotor existe
o4 in the gountise baving o high sversgs percentage of withdrawsls,
was Boteds This relationship wss compsred with the pelationship
between » low everage poroebtage of sdthdrewals and dote on the
seme Lfaotor, ss the faotor existed in wm&w hoving & low
aysrage percentage of withdrewals. Through s compurison of these
relationships, oertain oconolusions were resched relative to the
sffeot of the faotor on withdrsawals from high schools,

Sourdes of datn, The dabta for the study of these faotors.
ware obtained from the Reports of the Supsrintendent of Publis
Instruotion of Virginis for the yoars 185836 through 104445
from the Heporty of the Dvieion Superintendonts of the sounties
in the study, covering the came temwyour period se sbovs; fron the
1340 ropert of ths United States Census Buresu; frem the innual
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Reports of O0fficers, Boards, and Institutions of the ﬁmmﬂ,ﬁh
of Virginia, for the yosr ending Jume 30, 1940; and from the {

!

Office of the Mreotor of Research of the Virgindis Stato Boerd zet
Bdusetion, Every effort was Made to obtain data which £t was ‘

{
thought might sontribute to the festors studied, }

}
Detinition of termss 7hat misinterpretstions muy be mﬁ@»
53, certain torma ussd in this thesis wero given the following .
interpretation: K

3. Bduostional agei~ A student's age equivslent bused on
his genersl sohievemsnte

2s Pesdsr achooli:~ AD elementery sohool from whioh a
centrel bigh sohool draws students for the high school.

B¢, Owar-age:- A student who is ot losst one yeer older
then the normal ags for his grade.

4o azmms;w any student who drops out of sohool defore
the end of the sobool nas&m

Organisation of the remaining shapters of this theds, In
Chaptor I1 is found » genersl survey of litersture shgnitioant to
this study. Chapter 111 desle with the analysis of the data. In
Chaptor IV are found & wwasary of the ccnslusions, and resommenda-
tdons,
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SIGHIFICANT LITRRATURE IN THE FIELD OF 53UDY

1. Oeteral Surwey.

One of the interesting details of this study was e revies
of the work other investigators had dons in the fields There
have been many surveys tade in an effort to detormine the extent

~and the underlying causes of withdraswals, Some of these have
beon very droad in ssope whils others havs been looulized %o
individusl sohoolsa. Some have been made in oities where the
comrunity was highly industrialiged; others have baen garried on
in rursl sredss

Iz the gepers) survey of Mterature, the writer bos
endsavored to give & aross-seotion of the entire fiold of study,
80 that the resder might get » broad view of the work whioh has
besn done fm this £isld, Below is & brisf survey of some of the
mﬁaﬂm studies rolated to the extent of withdrawals from the
public sohooks, snd the ressons for withdrawsl

Bdward L %omﬁﬂm,ﬁ who was then profegsor of S&Quﬁnﬁl
Psyohology, Tuachers Uollege, Columble Undwersity, in 1007, mede
a3 extensive study of the eliminetion of pupils from school, He
used dota gbtained from records in twenty-three large cities, and

“pdward Le Thorndike, Blimination of Pupils From School.

{ T8, Bureau of hduontion, Pullstin NWos %, 1607 J» Ppe T




whioh covered the period 1804 %o 1856. - fwo of his ocutstonding
sonolusions were es follows;
.. 1, Less than one in tem students entering the first grade
graduste from high schools
Ze Oho medn oeuss of sliminetion 35 & Isok of interest on
the part of the pupils for our prescnt course of studye
Hie findings indiocte that there are sxtensive vithdrawsls
from scheol ond that the course of study then in use bed very
1ittle dnterest for the students, which was one of the ohief
causes of withdrawais.
Proxk M. ?&%ﬁmmg of the UsBe Off4ce of Bdusation ssys;
A oarsful study of survival rates made by the office
in 1618 shows that of every 1,000 pupile resahing the £1fth
grado st that time, 634 resch the oighth gruode, 342 anter-
24 the digh sohool, end 139 was gradustad...Seking silow-
snoe !’bxa' lication, it is now sstimated thet of an
original 1,000 mﬂ:*iss the publie sohools for the first
time, 974 muh the sisth grade, 868 ressh the seventh
grade, aud 768 resch the el ehgmam Yo data are availe
able for the numbor of pupils who completo the elghth
grade. OFf the originel 1,000, the pumber sutering the
first yousr of high sohool ia azn while 438 resch the
fourth yosr, aud 260 are ﬂmﬁy gradusted from the
sohool, '
George B. Cerrothers,? of the Mvemmy of Mioblgan, in a

later study, m&;&é figures over u period of ten yoers, teken

s xraan a, Philiipps sms.mm; of Bdusetion
1971-0, (o Offtos ot M@mum?w %
PR &l

2 George Be Oarrothers, “Iha Proportion of Butering Pupils
Gradustod By Secondary Sohoolss" s«mx and Sonlety. Volume 61,
Jatuary, 1948¢ ppe 12-14.




10
from reports on enrollments published by the Buresu of Cooperstion
of the University of Miohigan. He found that 68 percent of the .
freshnen enrolled in the smaller scohools in Ooteber, 1983, went
on to gradustion four years latery 62 percent of ths freshoen

. entering in 1934 remained ontild gradustion in 1958, ond that 81
porosnt of the MMn satoring in 1938, gradunted in 1942,
This shows sm upwerd trend in the mumber of students who remain in
sehool wntil they greduate.

Among his deduntions are the followings

1, Inoressed holding power is shosp in esoh type of
sobool from 1933 to 1041 snd 1942,

2. Industry and wkr heve boen making inroads on enrclle
ments in upper slusses during the paat thres or four yesrss

ts The porcentege of tenth and eleventh grade students
remaining in subool until graduation is greater in smaller sohools
than in the larger schoois.

4,‘ The perommtage of the seniors gradusting wes greatey
in the smaller sohools then in the larger sohools for the yesrs
1940-4) and 1941-42,

S« mmwaatnge of seniors who continue to gradustion
svorages noarly the semw in ecch growp of ashooles

6« If & student is o sophomors in n smell school, his
ohsnoss of obtaining bia diplome ere 80 out of. J00; if & sophomore
in o large sohool, bis chonces of gradusting are only 70 out of
100, |

His findings indlosts thet schools are somtinuing to in~
oreasgs in their holding power, and that the omall schools sre
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» better Job of thie than the large schooles This was found ¢o.
be generally trus in this study, os the ocunties with e high
aversge psroontege of withdrawals have their students in larger
‘sohools, then do the counties with low average percentege of
Burton Fe Farnsworth,® of the Stete Dapsrtment of Public
Instruotion, Salt Lake City, Utsh, aud Jesas B. COasper, of Jordsn
High Gohool, Sundy, Ubsh, made ex extonsive study in Utah %o
dotormine the extent of failures and withdrewals among the high
sohool pupile of Uteh, what the attitudes of the toschors, the
prizoipala, snd the students were toward failures, snd what the .
schools wers doing to meed the problem, They found thet fallures
vary widely from sohool to sohood, md that withdrawsls very
from 0.0 peroent to 14,1 pervext, They also found a striking
positive ."ﬁnmxuﬁim between 2 high percentage of fallures snd
& high percentsge of withdrawals, Teeshers gave “poor attendance®
ae the ceuse of fallures, whdle pupils gave “lack of intersst” as
the omuse of fallures, The opinion of the teachers® was thet
only coe-sixth of the failures was due to Lnsompetmon.
The results of thiae study egree clossly with the above
survey in that subject failures appsurs to be one of the principel
causes of withdrewals of students from high mwxi*

b Burton F. Farnsvorth snd Jessee Bs Casper, © A Study of
magggagégrua in Utah," School Roview. Volume 45, Hay, 1941,
pps 880-8
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Loonar Ve Koos,® professor of Secondary Education,
Univoralty of Minnesots, pressnted data to show that thé high
pointe of snroliment nkegs soour Detween the oighth angd
ninth grades, and betwest the ninth and tenth gredse. BHe wluo
found that there were atriking diffsrences betwoen sohool sysbems
of the sue Sigu.

Dsta pressntsd in this thesle also shows the greatest
pereentage of withirawsls to be in the first two yesrs of high
a«qu There is Veriation, slso, in the perosutages of withe
drawsls within esoh group of counties. |

The DMvision of the Sooisl Reasearoh of the forks Progress
Administration’ made a study of 26,000 youths over the years 1529,
1631, end 1938 from seven lerge oities over the Undted States,

The purpose Of this study wes to £ind out how youth onter industry
on the labor parket, shet kind of Jobs they got, and what tyoudle
they west in abteining the Jobs,. The survey rowvealod that only

46 peroant of m'smma who enter high school peraist until
gradustion; that the withdrawsls are spproxisately proportionsl
from the eighth grede through the third yesr high mlmm - The
survey also showed that 90 perosnt of the ohildren of professionsl

& Loonard V. &ma, Tho mrimn Beoondary aamlj Boston;
Gion snd Gompony, 1927, ppe A14-I46,

7 “glimination of High Sobool Students.® Sohool amd
goolety, Volume 45, fpril, 1930, p. del.




wmen domplete high schosl, while more than 60 percent of the
ohildren with pmnta who are alassified us unsiilled laborers
drop out of gebool defore gradustion. The following teble shows
the findings of this study s to the porcentags of graduntas
whoge pavents are in the vericus oocoupation groups 1isted;

Q«nﬁwﬁm of Parent { rercent who gﬁﬁmﬁc
— — i

Professional i&fﬁmﬂifg.ﬁ;\maiﬁtiwﬁt&&&-*ti&ipﬁﬁ**t%m
Clariosl Yorkers.ssessssssssavvsssncsortnsen (8
m&”’;ﬁﬁﬁf# and m&rﬁgduvmanm@&mqttcmcﬁa‘ 76
ma&&d WOLrkiioDessesesssressensnessnssnpnnns OO
Somi-akilled WOYROrteeesenssunsnsonansnsanen 58

Unekilled workorsssesssseseessassnsnncorsonrns 43

Thege date fudioste that the greoetest nusbor of withe
dravals come from families in the lower economde group, this ie
fn pererel agresment with the data in this thesis, in the respeot
that oounties hawing o high aversge peroentage of withdrswsls
algo have & lownr weslth por permn.

george B Qawtgﬁ writiog «t the University of Chicego,
mude an extensive study from detm obteined Su four lurge cities

B Gaorge &rlwstvr ﬁomta. The sﬁieuum ﬁkwmmr of

%ium aiam uuam { sippiomentery
graphns, Ho, i Ly Mmﬁ%y of ﬁhicagp Pross, 1932,
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of the United States, on 17,892 pupils enrolled in their public
schools, and on 614 children of hish sohool age at work in one of
the olties. BKe reported on purentel vooupation snd fts relation
to enrollimsnt, and progress through sohool, #Among his major
ooselusions were:

1, Children of fanilios of supsrior wealth and socolsl
position enter high sohool &n larger proportion end remsin longer
than 40 obildren from homes where money imm't so plentiful,

2o Bor 1,000 perents in wenagerial service, the nurber
of pupils in the high sshool was 400; for those 4o professionel
gervioe, 3603 end for 1,000 perents inm personsl service, the
wumber of children in high sshool is 503 for lsborers, ounly 17,

Sy The poroent of ohildren from smﬂar sooial and
profesaional classes inoroases sharply from the freshman o the
senior year, while that for ohildren of paronts in trades, trans-
‘portation, public snd personal service, and in common ladar de-
elines,

4s For ewsry 1,000 freshmen whose parents sre in pro-
fegsiona) sorvics, €07 remain umtil graduation four yours luter;
for svery 1,000 frgm whose paronts are comeon labovers, )24
romsin until graduation.

Thess conclusiona ore in olose agreesment with the findings
of the Forks Progress Administretion, which, in general, agres
with the findings of this study on withdrawale,



aslang Hovde,® Gupervisor of Child welfare and Attendsnos
for the Pitteburg Pudlic Sohools, made & study of students withe
drawing from Pitisburg High Sobools Detwoen Jume, 1932 and June,
1938, &he found thet out of 258 studauts who withdrew before
greduation from high school, €0 did mot enter the high school,
and 40 withdrew during the firet gexester ob reaching the sge
limit of mnlmry edusation, She found that the studensts who
withdrew ususlly osne from humes of low economio snd oultural
lowvolsy thut most gtudents sithdeaw Decause of eoconoile remsons,
‘but thet others withdraw beosuss of their insbility to do high
sohool work.

These copvlusions are ia oloce agrooment with the soncluse
fons of this thesis, B

he Hew York Regente Iuquiry,1® made an extensive study .
in £18%y schools of Hew Yark Svs te over the period from June,
3936 to June, 1937, The purposs of the sWdy was twofolds firat,
to outiine the oharsoteristios of puplls leaving the secondary
sohools and theroby ssoure meterisls which would rewveol the olues

9 asleug Hovde, * A Study of Withdrawsls Prom High Sohool.”
Oslifornia Journsl of Secondary pdusstion. Volume 16, Ny, 184l.

PP 207 «mﬁ *

10 pun B, Bokert and Thomes O« Marshall, Then Youth lLesve
8chools { New York: The Notraw-Eill Company, Ine., 1938 J+ PP
mm £ 4
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needed to modify school prastloss, end gecond, to fimd out how
the sohool views iiw leaving ﬁﬁyus, 1t based Lta information .
upon affiolal reaords of the schools, itterviews sith the achool
staffs, interviews with mmployers of outeofwsohool youth, snd
with the youths themnelves.

they found that fifty percent of tho withdrewals belonged
to bowws olessified as poor, and thet sixty-ssvon pervent with.
drawing before the aloth grade cams Lrom homes retes es poor or
on reliefy Heventy-five pevoent of the homes from whioh withe
drawals osme were found unfavorable. They fownd that the
sohools kuew little of the bome 1ife of ths pupils,

The defects in the sobool systom wers summarized under
thres headingseld

1. "Ihe sohool has plased ,a;me emphasis on problems of
dumediste and prastionl 1iving,™

2. "fhe sohool hes shown little apprecistion of the
differing gosls of students, snd hos mnde amell provieion far
meoting speciel end fudividuel noeds,®

3s. "the sobool hes mede little effort to scoummlate
knvwledge converning its students.®

One of the genered conolusions wisy 2 "Hundreds of high
schopds graduates-snd withdrawals later sttend proprietary
sohools,

11 1bid. ppe 187-168
12 1bide ppe 820-516



These conolusions would indioate that the high sohools are
not meeting individuel needs of the students through the present
surrioulun, and thet they do st tske into sonslderation the
- finenolsl limitations of tho students enrolled in their sohools,

A large percentoge of the subjeot failures in the counties
in thia study is probably dus to the lasck of interest, on tha
pert of ths pupil, in the subjeot which he is studying.

The Virginia State Chamber of Commerce,’® &n 1943, under
the loadership of Prancis G« Ledkford, Jr., of the Dopariment of
Bdunation of t:e University of Virginia, made & survey of public
sdusation in Vvirginie spd published 1ts roport in bock form the
Pollowing yoar,

The study was prompted by two somsiderationss (1) that the
genoral welfare is sffeoted by eduostion sors then may other
stiate or 1cosl astivity, snd (2) the faot that Virginia renks very
low mmong the stetes in sffort snd sohievement in sduoations The
study was celtared o the prodlem of high mhobi admat%m Forty~
thres reprosontative high schools were miﬁa%ﬁ i‘w the study,
part white nd part negro sohools,

* among the obsorvations of this survey are the followlng:
1. e survivel rates for '?ana are lowsr than those

AN
13 ?rmu L mm Jtey g% prtunities for the Improve-
Ry m

mont af.‘ m . Sohool Eﬁuoaﬁm in vival S Gth
T GoRmerce, | . Heroh, 1944)e pps wol69.
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2s The sruviwal rate for the Stats is lower in the element~
wry sohool then in the high euhool.

8s Sureival rates in ‘éﬁtﬁty high sohools sre batter than
in oity high sshools.

The survey roveslod many romsons for withdrawals. It was
found that 426 of the 1,021 withdrawals reported were in the third
quarter of thelr olasg, snd 383 vere in t&m fourth quarter, Only
18 withdrawala were in the first guerter.

Only 274 of the withdrewals were passing sll subjeots,
while 480 of them were fadling two subjsots.

Only 220 of the withdrawals weré consldered ss coming from
finenoially poor homes, while 758 were from homes whose finanaial
levels were moderats, sonforteble, or weslthy.

The aovaittes's genoral conoiusion based upon All fsotors
studied, was that unsatisfactory sebool sdjustment gaused the
groatost number of withdrawals. '



IX. GENEpalL SUMMARY OF LITERATWRE REVIERED

Prom studying the several surveys made on withdrawsls,
desoribed in the foregoing seotion 1% seems thut the following
gonsral conclueions were reschedy

1. ¥Vithdrswsls have stadily deoreased from 1918 to 1941,
but nesrly 60 parcetit of the pupils who reach high sohool do not
ropain until gradustion.

2o The war std industry ceused sbaormeily large with-
drawals during the years 1941, 1942, and 1943,

3. %hs smaller high sohools heve greater holding pewer
then the larger sohools..

4s 4 ralatively small peroent of the withdrswals are

: &hﬁ@ﬂ.m as Rentelly incompetent.

6. Children whose perents have adequate imvcmes tend to
remain in school » greater puader of years then do ohildren whaone
paronts are of the leborinmg olsae, |

6. Children who are disinterested in school tend te drop
out of sohool after reaching the sompulsory sttendezve eges

7 Ungutisfactory sohool adjustuent osuses & large gﬁm&w
sgs of the withdrewals.



CHAPTER 11X
ARSLYGES OF Data
1. The Extent of Withdrowals

45 bas been polnted out, the porventegs of Virginiats
sohool population enrollsd in sohool is less then that for the
Nation s « shole, Thin is, in part, dus to students who enter
sohool and withdrew during the schnol sossion, or ramais in
sohool through en entire session and do not enroll in auy
school the following year. Pow figures ars svalilable 2z to the
extont of summer withdrowals, sud only those students sbo withe
draw during the sschool session are reported ss withdrswals in
avsiledls dote,

The extent to which studonts hewe withdrawn from the high
sehools in the ten counties of Virginis whioh heve the highest
average persentage of withdrawals over the ten-yesr pericd
covering the yesars 1936-36 through 1944-45, and from the tem
sounties of Virginis which have the lonest average peresutags of
withdrawals over the semw period, is pressuted in Tuble I.

The group of ocsunties having & high average percentage of
withdrewals vill bo roferred to hovesfter in %his thesis as |
osuntiss-E, end the group of countiss having « low averzge per~
contage of withdrawels ®ill be reforred o as countissel.
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PABLE SHOWING THR AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF WISHDRARALS POR THE
INDIVIOUAL COUNTISS ARD FOR LAGH GROUP OF COUNTISS IN THE ST0DY
FOR THR YRARS 1956-36 YEROUGH 1944-45,

Counties Countios-E - Countisa=l

26, 64 9430
18,03 8.47
1670 8.96
18.78 8,08
18,28 10
15,88 - 8.15
iv.23 8.07
15,38 8,04
16,76 o 46
17.38 7,48

LA

& M Mo W oE g O W

Averagy 17,18 8,87

*Lattors refor to countieg,

Puta presested in Table I show that in counties-i the
rengs of the aversge persentagee is smalls The range in sounties-
H is, in genersl, s&m suull, with the exception of county 4 in
this group whioh i» 8,86 peroent above the awersge for this group
of oounties. ' .

The standsrd deviation of the average peromteges of
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withdrawels for countles-i is 0,64, ALl in this group of
counties, therefore, fall within two signss of the mesn of the
average peraentages of withdrawals, Howewer, it scems that in
each group of the oountiss the distridution of the average por-
contages of withdrawals 18 suoh ae to indionte that esch group
ony be regarded as relatively homogensouns. |

On the whole, the aversge percentages of withdrawals &a
one growp of counties is doublo thad in the other growp of
sounties, Zhis would seam to fndfoate that s feotor materially
affscting withdrawals in counties-B would awaw in a different
m&#ﬁm&h&y in connties~Le |

fhe trend of withdrawals for the seme groupe of counties
used in Table I, sud over the sams period of time, is presmied
in Teble Il. Bds teble ahows the sverage peroentage of with-
drawals for eeoh yosr from 1B36.38 through 1944-45, for sach
group of counties studisd,
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TABLE IX

FABLE GHOWING THE AVERAGE PERCDNTAGE OF RITHDRAWALS EACR
YEAR IR COUNTIBS-B AND IN COUBTIES.l FOR THE YBaRS 1936-36

THROUGH 1044-48,

Yoars

Countiog-R

Gountios-i

1936-36
1536.37
1957.38
193859
183840
154041
1941~42
1942843
1pa3-44
1944-46

16,77
16,80
14,10
16420
14,62
17,18
19,63
25426
18,15
1615

'I? 1%
6454
B. 47
8,07
7,08
8,08
10,98
28,55
H.84
9,40

Average

17,16

5.08

uring the year 1937-38, withdrawals were at thelr lowset
lowsl, The general trand from 193738 through 1942-43 wes upward..
Durdng the yeer 1042-43, the average peroentags of withdrowals
weg &t $ts highest Jevel in both groups of countiss. After the
sohool session in 1042-43, the aversge persentages of withdrevala
in both groups of counties show & downward tremd which continuned
through the sohool sescion 1844-45,

The demonds of the military forocs, the migration of



familica to work centers, snd the great demand of industry for
lsbop, probubly were contributing csuses to this incresse in
withdrewals through the wer yosrse The psopls were Desoming more
settled in their loontions by 1944-45, Thoee students who dropped
out of sohool to work, or to enter the militery foraes, hed done
80 in the earlier yoars of the war, and the students who were
1eft in the schools wers the one whe in normal tizes would remsin
in school & lomger pericd of time, sinmce they had more induce~
ments to withdraw during the war years than they wonld heve had
during normal yesrs. This would explein the large perosatsge of
withdravals during the school session 1542-43, when both groups
of counties hed their groatest percentegs of withdrawals for ony
ons yeer, and slso explein the decreasgs in withdrawals for the tw
suceosding years.

If ve consider the yosrs 1937-28 through 183940 as being
vormal yesrs from an scomomlo standpoint, then it would seen
that students tead to remein in sohoo) a longer period of time
during years of normsl coonouio comditions then during years of
grest scovomic prosperity, or during yesrs shen the sconomic
level of the oountry &8 below normal,



IT, The Qausss of Withdrawsls,

1. Ihe persentage of sttondengss fthe sverage persesntage
af attendunos whioh o usaally sssosieted with the persistsnce
“of s ohild Sn sobool, is found §n Table 21X for both groups of
sounties.

2ABLE 101

TABLE SHOWING THE AVERAGE PERCENTAGNE OF WITBDRAFALS AND
gggﬁ mﬁ PERCERTAGE OF ATYERDANCE IN COUNTIESH AND IN
€0 LGwdin ' '

cmmm Goantios-H Countisg-L

Tevsent oF  Fereet
withdrawals | sttendenod

92,0
18,08 97,7
16,70 0.8
16,78 94,0
15,28 8140
' B2e8
17,21 Bl,0
16,86 | 9.0
16,76 | 2.8
17,36 9342

=,
&9
&
b4

L - N -
ot
%

Avarages 17,18 P28

*leatters refer to counties,
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The aversge percentsge of attendence in counties~H appare
sntly is higher than thet in sountiea-L. The differemes in the
sverages of attetidence 1s 1.3s This differsnce was chesked to
determine if it wore o “significant difference™s It was found
thst the diffsrense was not atetisticelly signifisant, This seems
to indiouts thet at‘b&nﬁw doos pot affeot withdrawels fn this
particoler case.

A posgible expleanstion of this ocondition may bo that the
groatost nuwder of withdrawals ocour during the sarly part of the
school session, thus lesving in school only thoss students who .
have @ relatively high peroentags of sbtendsnve. If this is true,
it would be expeated then, to find » percentsge of attendance in
the two groups of cpunties sbout aquals
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2, Ihe percentepge of subject falluress In Table IV i
found the avarage percwntage of withdrewsls aud the aversge per-
ountage of subject fatlares in countleseB end ccunties~i,

TABLE SHOWING THE AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF WITHDRAWALS ARD THE
AVERAGE P?f!ﬁm OF SUBJEGY PAILURES IN COUNTIEU-H AND 1N

gounties<i Wmﬁam&

Countien

“Yoraont of | Percent of | Fercent of | Teroent of
wWthdramls| subjoog withdramals | subjeot
_ folluree o] fatiures
26,66 | 1.2z 9410 7,28
18,08 6,23 Bes? Be26
18.70 18,20 B985 8418
16,78 7.61 9408 8,20
15,28 8,66 9410 9408
15,88 8430 9416 10,20
17,21 12,20 8,07 11,86
16,36 13.68 8,94 7.4}
18,95 7.60 7,46 8,78
17,86 P88 %46 | 8,80

ia'ﬂ

& WM NS W ®mom o oa W

Average 17,18 579 B. 57 B&l’f

*lattors refer to ococunides,
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, X% 5.5 sean that the aitfwm# in the aversge percentags
of mh};qa& failures in the M groups of sountiess is 1,62 porosnt,
¥hen this wes ohecked to determine 1f 1% wers * signifioeny
digference, it was found to be not tatistically s3guificent,
This -ﬁ.n posaibly expleined by the faot thet students who with~
drew from sohsol in Virginia during the sohool sssaion ere row
ported gs ﬂMm ami no subject fallures sre reported for
thems Subjent failures ars reported for only thoee siudonte who
are in school at the end of the school sesasion. If falling grades
are o oause of withdrawals, end they have bocn found to be,l4
then as studonte who foil withdrew frow eohool, the potentiel
subject fallure studente ore eliminsted durfng the sohool session,
leaving only those students who would normally meke passing gredes.

& QOversageness, Subjeot failure Lo one of the principsl
oauses of students bolng over-age. The sversgs psroentege of
over-sge studebts in esoh grade was gbisined frem the Reports of
the Mwision Superintendents of the sounties in this study for
the yesars 1056-30 through 184445, The rosults were tebulated.
mnd are presented in Tebls Ve

1 Pronois Ga Laukford, Jm. .mﬁas for the rove~
mt of % 1 deamm in mr ! [ o State "
OBmATCH, '




TABLE V

TABLE GHOWING THE AVERAGR PERCENTAGE OF STUDEN TN OVER-AGE
IK BACB ORaLE IN COUBTIES-H AND IN COUNIZES-l.

Orades [ Fercent of over- Percent of overs
- R age in Countiss-H | eage in Counties-i,
Bth 86,2 8.2
9th 5247 26,8
1o0th 26.8 £3.1
1ith 26,6 | 21,0

An exsminetion of the data in Table v shows the largest
porcentege of over-sge students to be &n the eighth grade in Loth
groups of connties: Thie would lead to the somolusion that there
wre more subject follurcs in the oighth grade than An sny other
grade, Sinos the percentage of over-sagoness desresses in eash
suooesding grede fron the sighth through the eleventh in both
groups of oounties, 1% may be that part of the over-age students
beoome withdrawals, Xis seems, thon, that subjeot feilure has an
indireot effect on withdrawels by resson of its relstionship to
ovar-ageness among studonts,

4, Hatentions, JIn Tabls VI are found ths perventages of
students rotained in esch grede in the two groups of counties.



TaBLE VI

TABLE SHOWING THE PERCENT OF SUUDBNYS RETAINED IR EACH
ORALE IN COUNSIBSH AND IN GOUNTIESwl

o e ot e ffw;m'*.mw«w et
Pomnscet g

_Srades ﬁmm in mﬂawx im&n ﬁcm‘&iﬁwh
8th 1449 , 11.5
fth 148 9.1
ioth ‘ - 30489 7.8
1lth 4,0 : 2,8

the fact that & student falls & subjest in & partiouler
grade does not mesn nesesserily that be is retained in thet grade,
but this might necessitate his remsining in school » longer period
of time in order that the falled subject might be repestod,

It is probable that retentions result from & atudent's
falling two or more subjects in a grads, although there is mo
rigid promotion polioy set up in the Stete of Virgiaia for thies.

From the date in Teble VI, 4t is ovident that the peroent-
sge of students retained in ewch grade deorsases in esch succsseive
geade from the sighth through the eleventh grades in both groups
of sounties. The greatest percentegs of retentions ocours in the
eighth grade, The peroentages of retentions in countics-H are
grester than those in countise-ke In countles~H, the percenisges
of retentions in both the eighth snd minth grades sre slmost equel,
This msy possibly ascount for s purt of ths higher poroentages of
withdrawals in this group of counties,
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Retentions sreo direotly oormeoted with over-sgeness among
studente, Since there is « very smell persentsge of retentions
in the eleventh grede in each group of counties, and sinve the
percentage of over-age students im the eleventh grade is small
for each group, 1% muy e that students who sre retsined drop
out of school before reashing the eleventh grides |

Although the difference im the percent of subject failures
in the two groups of sounties is not statisticslly significant,
subjeot failure probebly contributes to withdrsawals by ressom of
its relationship to retentions and over-agensss.
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G 7Ihe poroantege of the sohopl osnmis sbrolled, Ihe
peraentige of the sehool census enrolled in the tee groups of
counties is shova in Table ¥il.

TABLE VIX

CABLE SEOAING TBE AVERAGE PERCENTAGR OF SITHORAKALS AND THE
AVERAGE PEROENTAGE OF THR SCHOOL CENSUS ENROLLED IN COUNEIZG-H
AND IN COUNTIESel

Counties-i Counties-L
Oounties T Feveent of 1 Vercent of
Pepasnt ch sohool ceneus | Percent of | sohool sensus

, | xithdrevald ourolled withdrawalsl enrolled

A’ 86,54 83,66 9,10 82,38

B 18.08 G418 8,47 73487

¢ 18,70 81,94 8468 74,58

b 18,78 60,68 9,00 86.31

E 18,23 80.88 .10 67,19

F 15,88 96,22 9416 84,42

it} ir.21 1. 76 8,07 74.87

H A6, 36 82.44 8.04 81.48

p 16,75 93411 7,45 78,76

¢ 17.38 T0.58 Tedb 83,07
Averages 17,18 85, 51 8467 78.22

*Latters vofer to counties.

The sversge percontsge of the asochool census enrolled in
oounties-H ia greater then that in counties-l,

Only one aocunty
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in the group of counties-H &5 below the sversgs Dr counties-l.

In considering the omtirs schuol populetion of s sounty,
or grovup of counties, it is o be expeoted that there ig &
sertatn peroentege of the papulstion who sre not interested im
aohools for while some purents Koep thele obildrenm in school
until they graduate, othorsa sssune st indifferent attitude toward
the aduention of thelr ohildren. There sre a fow parents wio
bave to be foroed to keep their children in sohool. bildren of
those perents who would tond o kesp thew in sohool are found in
groster proportion of the totsl enrollment when the percent of
the sohool ostisus enrolled deolines. the larger t’m percent of
oensus efrclled the mors children of indifferent psarents are
inoluded in sohool eurollment, This is the operatsom of the
seleotive feotor in our sohools,

Sinoe en inorassed wanber of faotors suter into the
problen of wAthdrawals when the entire sobool populstion, or a
large peroent of 1%, ie¢ sorolled in the schools, 1€ would seom
logloal to assume that us the percentage of the aochool vensus
enrolled inorosses, there would be sn imoroese in the percentage
of vitbdrawslo. The degres to which this rossoning holds true
may be seen by on exumination of the date in Tadble VII. It is
goon that the highsat average peramiege of the sohool cenmus
enrolled ooours in ocountisa~He

Sinse 14 has besn found that withdrawals from schocl sre to
& lergs extent from howes on a low oultural snd economic
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level,?® and thet the students who withdraw sre for the most part
in the lower levels of aohisvement for their olesses,S 1t soems
logionl to masume thet a large peroent of the population not en~
rollad in sohools sre 4n homos with o low cultursl and sconomio
buokgrounds

One may therefors conoluds from the cvidense presented An
Tebls VII, thet as the pex;camag@ of the sohool oconsus enrolled
ig inoreascd, there is an inorease in the peroent of withdrawals,

15 Goorge 3. Counts, ! Seleotive Charsoter af rioan
Sesondary Eduoution, ( mﬁymmmamm gﬂ“’"—i—.—w »
. ) ; oRges Unkversity of Chisago Press, 1922,

“ Frenois O. lankford, Jdr., ramitiss for the POVE~
moat of Btgh Sohocl pdseation'1n ¥ r%-rw‘,mw
Chumber of %mm‘a‘, |




Sa She sversge tsacher loads fthe sversge tescher load
oarried by the toachers in ecoh group of sounblies is shown in
Toble VIii.

EABLE SHOWING THE AVERAGR PESCENTAGE OF WITHIRAWSLS ARD
AMD THBE AVERAQE TEACHER LOAD IN COURPIES-H MID IN COUNELEG=Le

T gounties-B " Gountivs-L
Sounticw '

“Fergent al | AVOrage Foraent of | Average ™
withdrawals | tescher withdravala ?u?mr
) ) ] X ) A0ad

, . 210 14,88
18,08 25408 Bed? Ededd
18,70 26,60 8,85 | 18,86
16,78 25,7 5.086 | 24,68
18,88 20496 9.10 | 19,97
18,88 88,58 Bs18 | 2L.47
7,2 26420 8,07 | 19.72
16486 27.07 8,94 | 19,08
16,75 86,78 T84S | 18440

s,

17,36 | 26,83 7,45 | 16.20

{ﬂﬂ
DS
£
3 |
fsd
af
P
=23

€& M W O %W M oo 6 W

Averages 17.18 24,68 8,67 19,42

*Latters rofer to coustisa,

An examination of the dats in Tsble VIIX shows the sverage
tesohor loasd in counties-H to be grester then that in oounties-i.
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only thres of the oounties in counties-L have tesoher loads which
overlep those &n countien-H, and these ore below the aversge for
aounties-ii,

The aversge teacher load, or the sverage mumber of
atudents & tosoher con sucossafully tesch at ome tim, would
probably wary with the subjoot being teught, ?kc: ebility of the
teaoher, snd the typo of students she is tesohing. On the whole,
1% would seen logicsal to assune that the smaller tho punder of
students with which ¢ tesoher hes to doal, the better should be
the instrustion, 7This oonclusion would follow from the feot that
the smaller the number of students & teacher has st suy one
time, the more individuslized Rer work osn bs, sud the better will
be hor opportunity to etudy the individual meeds ¢f her pupils.
Ihus she would heve & batter oppurtunity te help ecoh studmd in
his individusl problsms.

The sonolusion following this ressoning would indleate that
the everage losd vhich a teacher has So oarry is sn lmportat
Paotor in vithdrawels from sohools This comclusion §s resohed
upon the hypothesie that oach withdrewsl hes its own shorsoteristios
and problems back of 1t, snd consequently needs to have & speoisl
study made of 1% in an offort to uncover and remove, s far as is
praotioable, the underlying oause or causes of the xithdremsl,

The svidenve prosented in Table VIII goams to indiosts that
the sverage toscher load is o faotor which affects withdrawals,
sinoe w groater average teacher losd is in ocounties-H.
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7. Zhe psroentages of students entering the high sohools
from the feeder sohools, In Teble IX is found the porcentsge of
elsmantary sochool students emrolled in the fooder sohools in
esoh oounty in this study,

TABLE SHOWING WHZ AVERAGHE PENCENYACE OF WITHDRAVALS AND MR
AVERAGE PERCRNIAGE OF ELEMENTARY STUDMNTS DHROLLED IN THE PEEDER
SCHOOLS IR COUNTISS-H SHD IH COUNTIRGL

S

Gounties

T Counties-B

T Countiesels

Poroent of

“Feraent of
Students in

fendey
gohools

Farownt of
withdrawels

Yaroens or
students in

feader
_sohools

P

& = I O9 W OB ow O W

26,54
18,03
15,70
16,78
18,23
16,88
-17.21
15,36
16,76
17,56

92,48
T7.138
38441
74,17
68,88
48,88
79,78
71,58
68.02
86,68

8.10
8447
- Ba88
8,06
810
8.15
8,07
8404
To4B
7.48

42,88
75,85
25,04
52,74
24.79
84,08
25,64
52.82 '
H8.82
31.89

WaFREos

-

A,

1Y

gt

ST
e LAl

R

R

—

‘> '_,; - \ "_;_"*—
Lottors rofer to countless - ..
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It is evident from Toble IX thet, on the cverage, sounties.
H recleve a larger psroeutige of tholr high asohsol students from
fooder schools then & sountios~L.

8. Zhe testing progrem in Virginis, In 1945-48 & state-
wide testing progrem was carried out in Virginis in the third,
sixth, and tenth grades, dwong the teste given wus the Stunford
Aohievement Tests The rasults of this test in tho counties in’
this atudy were tabulated and are presemted in Table X, for the
third and sixth grados, Two of the counties imoluded im thias
atudy did 0ot veport on this test; ore of the counties being in
sounties-d and the other one in sountiessle 8ince one ovanty
was left out in esoh group the sverages should haws sbout the
same value as 4f sll the gountics hsd reported,




TABLE X

TABLE SHOWING THY COMPARISON OF THE EDUCATIONAL AGES AND
TaE Wﬁ&mﬁ& AGES OF THE pIEMBNTARY STUIENTS IS THE THIRD
AND BIXTH GRADES ENROLLED IN THE RIOR £0HOOL PLANTS WITR THE
BLEMENTARY STUDERPS RWROLLED IN THD SANR ORADRS OVER TH ENIIRB
COURTY IR COUBTIES-H ABD IN COWNTIZS-L

L o ﬂmﬁ&w badonts | Elementary studente
enrolled in high mﬂa«i in feeder
J sehool plants sohools ~ :
'ﬁmﬁ#aﬂ- TCOUBEiee= | COUBLies~ | COunties~
B L ! B L
B.45 | 8434 788 8,04
9.4 Bed 5.6 903
1.2 1.0 | 10.8 10,6
12+4 1:3* 4 12.8 1%, 8

An exsmination of the data v Toble X shows the ﬁmmiﬁsﬁ«
04l ages of the elementary students in the third grade enrolled in
the Migh school plonts in gounties<B and in sounties-l to be the
ssme, Also the ohronologlosl ages of the students in tho sixth
grodo for this group of stud ents ure the sauo.

For elepsntery students earcllied over the entirs sounty,
or in the foeder sohools, thors Ls a differssse of 0.3 of o yesr
in both the third end sixth grades, ocountics-H hawing the higher
ohronologlcel ages-in both grades.

These two comparisons indloass thet the ohronologioal ages
of students sntering hizh sohool ip counties<H and in ocounties-L
are almost the somos



The edusational agos of the third grede elementary
students enrolled in the high aohool plants wary only about cne
month, ocunties~B baving the higher cduostional ages. In the
sixth grede, counties-B have an educational ags of almost two
months Digher than the sountiss<l.

In considering the slementury students from the feeder
sohools, it is inportant to note that the counties-l have the
higher sdusational age in the third grade, snd thet the eduoation-
al sgen of the sixth grade students are the same in both groups
of sountiss.

The moat topordant diff'erence coours whet the eduostionsl
ages of the gixth grade students enrolled in the high school
plants in oountiss«H are compared with the cducutionsl ages of
the aixth grade studeants enrolled in the feeder schools for this
group of counties, Thers was found to be a differance of 0.67
of « year in the eduvetionsl ages in thess two groups of students,
From Table IX {6 is seen thet on the sveruge, 68,5 psroent of the
students entering high sohool in sounties-H come from the feeder
 gohools, This wesss that it 1s probeble thet & vonaiderable
percent of the eighth grade students in this group of counties
entey high sohool with a lower sducetionsl age, than thet of
pupils who cnter from elementary schools orgenized with the high
sohools

In considering this samo ocomperison in couatios-l it wes
found thet the sixth grade students mho wero enrclled in the high
sohoo) plunts had an edusstional age of 0«44 of e yeur higher than



thet of the sixth grade students enrolled in the fesder sohools
in this group of sountiss, 4lso the high schools in oounties-l
recolve only 48 peroent of their eighth grade studente from
fondor sohools, Therefors it would sppear thet the oighth grade
in counties«l would have » sesiler percentege of studants with »
low educetionel uge then would be found in the sighth grade of
countiss-H. Thus, in counties-H approximately two-thirds of
the eighth grede is composed of studente with lowsr sducstional
ages. Uounties-L have less thou one-half of the elghth grade
stadents with lowsr oducational ages, and thenso ere less then
oos~half year below the 56 poroent with the higher sducational
ages.

This would gtem to ndioate that countiss whioh have their
elegentary atudents in largsr schools slso huve & gmallsr por~
sebtage of withdrawals, possibly due to the fast thet students
are betier prepared to enter hMgh school after somploting the
seventh grede in o consclidated schouols

B, gThe peroentage of students trsnsportsd. 7he percentags
of students transportsd in the two groups of counties $a found
in Tuble X1,



TaE XX

| PABLE SHOWING THE AVERAOD PRRCHNTAGE OF BITHDRAWALS AND
THE AVERAGE PRROENTAGE OF STUDEETS TRAWSPORTED IN COUBTIES-H
A6D X8 COUNTIES-L

Counties o Gonnties-8 ‘ mﬁ”‘&. ,
“Peraent OF | FOroent | Tercent of | rercems oo
— | dthdrawals %mmm | transported
A" 26,54 70,18 2410 63.8¢
B 18,08 53,68 8.47 80,70
¢ 16,70 | 64,88 B.95 78,27
D 16,78 56,25 .08 61,23
B 16,28 61.15 .10 84,81
F 15,88 50463 8,15 76,43
6 17,21 2612 8:07 82.52
B 16,36 30,89 8.94 61452
1 16,76 85.84 7.46 76488
J 17,26 8122 7446 73426
svorsges | 1718 62,72 8,57 71,68

"Lptmm refer o counties

m deta presented in Table XY show that counties-H tren~
aport only epproximstoly B8 percent of theair students, while
sounties-L transport spproximetely 72 percent of thelr students.
It is probable thet » county whiob transports a largs percent of
Sfte students has consolideted 1%s sohools to a lerge extent. 1t



has been pointed out that as comsolidation of sohools L8 fne
oroaged, there i» a tendenoy of withdrawals to decrease. The
_ data prosented in Tuble XI scems to tmn&hhm this sonclusion.

This conclusion iz elso logioal from the viewpoint of the
‘relative sase with whioh children csn got to end from sshool.
The disinterest of & pert of the psrents in the eduvation of
their children, wnd Bw low economic Jevel of the parents make
1% diffioult for the ohiliren to obtalnm sufficient olothing to
protecs them during the winter months, Thsrofurs, childron vho-
have & long distence tp welk to and from sohool would tend to
withdraw from sohool during the months of 00ld westher,

It would esem, therefore, that the perosntugs of situdents
transported in & county sffeots w&%&mis, end thet by in- :
oreasing the persentage of students trausportod, s deoresse in
withdrawals say be expeoted.



10+ fhe syersge smousl por capite exponditure for iastrugte

Son, Tho wverage perosntoge of withdrawsls and the sverage ansnel

AN

por oapite sxpenditwre for instruction are aompered in Table XII.

PABLE XI1X
TABLE BHOWING THE AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF WITHDRARALS AND THR

AVERAGE ANNUAL PER CAPITA BXPENIXTUSE FOR IRSTRUCTION XN COUNTIRS-
B AND I¥ COUNTIBG-L

PR

~Counties-B Gountise~L
Sountios é‘arg@m' of :f;ﬁﬁeiﬁ;? Peraant of ﬁ;ifﬁﬁf
withdrevmls| enditure for| withdrawslsenditure for
, , J inetruotion | instruction
a* 25,54 44,94 #.10 72,38
B 18,08 54,86 8,47 43,39
¢ 15,70 40,74 8,96 68,84
) 16,98 40400 8,06 61,82
8 16,28 47,51 .10 B8l
¥ 16,88 85,87 836 |  d8e2d
G 1721 48,97 8.0 | &1.85
B 15,86 | 38,14 8,94 47,22
b4 36,75 |  E9.36 7,45 68,07
d 17.38 4692 | 7,48 69,88
Avorages | 17.18 47,08 By87 66400

*iLatters refer to counties,

An sxanmination of the dsta presonted in Table XII shows the
sveruge wrouel per capita expenditure for instruction in counties-l,
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to be spproximately $9.00 more per student than in oounties-H,

49 indlasted in the Annuel Reports of Supsrintendent of
Publis Imstruotion in Virginia, the sverage wnnusl per sapite
expenditure for instruotion of high shool studmts dimintshes
with an fnorosse in emrollement up to spproximately 300, after
vhich there 18 an incresss in por capita espenditure. This
inorcase is atiriduted to the inorease in expenditure for the
broadening of the curricvlum.: As the surrioulum is made more
comprohumsive, it will mest the needs of » grester puroent of the
studonts, shioch will remult in e greater holding power of the
sshool, and sonseguently reduce withdrawals.

At the ssme tive, the uverage anmaal per oepita sxpsnditure
for instruotion is & very good indicator of the intereat the
people of &« gounty munifest in publlo edusation, snd the amount of
money they ere willing to put into it. It is slso wsll to
repaxber thet the sxount of monsy spent on Wf‘ﬁw in & oounty
dspends upon the weslth of the sounty, A oounty mey be woslthy
and not spend very much money on its pubiic sohools, and conversse
1y, & county smuy be relatively poor and spend a lavge smount of
money on ite public schools as compared to Lits wealth.

Considering the aversges sunuel per oapitsa expenditurs for
instruction and using this mg sriterion for judgement, it would
see, thut countiss-L manifest  greater imterest in their public
m:»z#, and oonsequently would take s greatsr interest in keeping
their ohildren in achosl then do countiss<H, This would tend to
decrease withdrewals, as is seen b;} the date presented in Table XI1.



1. ghe socio-esomomic factors 7There has been evidemse
presentad in emx&r stadies thet the soonomio baokground of «
stadent is an importent fuotor in the number of yeers he will
romsin in school.

In the sounties in this study, 4% was found thet the
average wealth per person im 1840 in counties-B was $387,00,
while that in oounties-l was $418,00, 7his ovidence 14 in agree~
ment with other studies, sud leads to the conalusion thet the
economds baokground of ¢ student L& an importsnt faotor in the
aunber of years he will remein in sohool. This indicetes that
the greater the per cepits woalth, the longsr students remain in
sohool, snd consequently the smaller tle persentsge of withe
drawals before graduation,




CHAPEER IV
Ao BUNMARY

fhrough & study of the eleven feotors in the preceding
ohapter, the following oomolusions were resched, ‘

1. Withdrawsls in the rurkl white high sohools of Virginia,
oovering the yssrs 1835~36 through 1944.45, hive besn sxtensive,
renging from gypreaimfc&y To8 poroent to B6¢6 percent smong the
counties studied, with an average of 12,8 pevoent ia these count-
loge

2+ The greatost percentags of withdrawsls in any one year
coourred during the 1942-43 mohool sossion,

3¢ Over-ageness is & oontributing factor to withdrawsls,
and by reason of the relstionship of subjeet failure und retente
fone to over-agensss, these two faotors sre likewlse roloted to
withdrawales,

4« The parosntsge of the sohool oensus surolled is relatad
to withdrawalsy countise hewing the greater peromiage of the
sohool oensus enrolled, likewies have the larger avorage parcontage
of withdrawals,

Be The perosntage of withdrawals from « sahool s related
to the averags tescher load; the greater the teacher load, the
greater the expeotation of withdrowals.

G¢ The sverages sdusationsl sge of the slemmtary students
in the clementary depsrtumsut of the high sohool plants is higher



then the aversge educational age of the elemsntary students en«
rolled in the feoder zohools.

7« Counties whioh treanspors e large percent of theip
students have a lower everage peromtage of withdrawels than
countiss whish transport a smuller percent of their studentss

8, The parcentege of Wthirawsls is related to the
svsrage anpusl sxpenditure for instruotion; countice having the
groater aversge snnual expenditure for instruction also bave the
lower saverage perosntsge of withirewsls,

8, the persentege of withdrawels is related to the
sversge soonomic level of the totsl populations sounties having
the higher average per cepits weslth also heve the lower averege
percentags of withdrewals.
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B. RECOMMENDATIONS

The osuses of withdrawsls sre numsrotis. For this reason
s ologe study of each withdrawsl should be made in sn effort v
dotermine the uaderlying osuse or seuges of that withdrawal, snd
then sn effort should be made to remove the ssupe or seuses.

Only in this wey osn a school hope % reducs its withdrswals to &
mindma,

Through « atudy of faotors affecting withdrewals in twenty
oounties of Virginis, the writer offers the following recommend.
ations ms a means of reducing withdrawalsg

1, 2hat subjeat fallures in the schools may be reduoed,
and thereby reducs over-ugeness and retentions, it $s Nesessury
that students be guided into progrems which At their intersats,

'maaa,, and sbilities. The small high sohool, by reason of its
iimited faoulty wnd other fanilities, csmnot offer a program
suffiolently wide in soope to meet the useds of all the students.
Therefore, counties should muke every effort to consolidate their
high sohools in order that o mors sosprehensive progrem may be
offered, This would neseseitute Suoreunsed trensportetion which,
a8 & fastor in consolidetion, reduces withdrawels,

That the ptudents may be asslsted into proper progrems, «
guldonce servide should bs instituted in each school., This
should reduce subjeot failures, snd thereby roducs retentions snd
over~sgeness, which contribute to withdrewsls,

2¢ 411 students who are physisally snd mentally oapsble
should be ewrolled in sohool. Therefore, the compulsory attend«



anoe lews should bs modified in such o way as to meke it possible
%o keop all students ia sohool untid they heve gradusted, or until
thoy heve reached the lisit of their ebility,

8¢ That the guidemos program in the sohools Wy be more
offegtive, the aversgs teacher losd siiould de reduced in all
schoolss This would provide s better gpportunity for the study
of individusl noeds of the students.

& mm all elementery students may have eguel sducational
opportunitios, the nugber of tsachers im the feeder sohools should
be inorossed until they hdve the sams pupll ratio as the elewsnt-
sry teachers ian tie high sohool plents have. This should be
dome only after the counties havé made svery effort to sovsolidate
the alementary schools, partioculerly from the fourth through the
seventh grades,

6. I8 order that studests whose femilies are on the lower
ssonomio levol muy be snabled to remain in school s longer period
of time, & program rhould be worksd out betwsen the school sud the
commumity to provide pert-tiwse employmeat on the farms or in the
comunity whorever smployment is swailable. The sohool progrem
may bo modified to fanilitate popt-time atiendwnce by thoes for
whom 4t 18 sppropriste,.

8, As sorvices in the schools are sxpanded, added porsonnel
will becoms peosssearye This will osuse an Snorease in per ospita
exponditure. Therefore it is recommended that the Stste initiate
soze plan to help those vounties in which this inoreesed post ol
not be wholly met by loosl ravenus,
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