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2a. Hooks with bidentate tips from setiger 4 to posterior (see below, left); helpful hints: 
body covered with a sandy crust; bidentate tips may appear to form a small loop, like the 
eye of a needle (see below, right); cephalic cage composed of finer, golden 
setae………………………………………………………………….……..Piromis eruca 
 

          
 
 b. Hooks with unidentate hooks throughout (see below); helpful hints: cephalic cage 
usually composed of stouter, reddish-bronze setae. ……………………………..………..3 
 

 
 
3a. Neuropodial hooks begin on setiger 4 (segments of cephalic cage count as setigers) 
helpful hint: anterior end has a transverse row of papillae along the frontal portion of each 
setiger. ……………………………………………………………...Pherusa inflata 
. 
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b. Neuropodial hooks begin on setiger 5 (see below; segments of cephalic cage count as 
setigers) helpful hint: papillae more scattered on anterior end …………..Pherusa affinis 
 

 
Glyceridae  
 
1a. Parapodia all uniramous; all setae are compound spinigers (see below) 
………………………………………………………………………..Hemipodous roseus 
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 b. Parapodia biramous; setae are both simple capillaries and compound spinigers……...2 
 
2a. Parapodia without branchiae; postsetal parapodial lobes are rounded and entire, not 
bilobed or cleft.. ………………………………………………………....Glycera capitata 
 
 b. Parapodia with branchiae (note: branchiae may be completely retracted in Glycera 
americana); postsetal parapodial lobes are slightly bilobed or deeply cleft.……………...3 
 
3a. Branchiae are retractile, when extended they are branched and digitiform (see below); 
helpful hint: if branchiae are retracted, there will be a small branchial pore on the 
posterior side of the parapodia, just below the dorsal cirri …………..Glycera americana 
 

 
 
 b. Branchiae are non-retractile.. ………………………………………………………….4 
 
4a. Branchiae are blister-like, not elongated (see below); helpful hint: branchiae are 
present dorsally to parapodial bases; helpful hint: small, distal eyespots may be present 
…………………………………………………………………………....Glycera robusta 
 

 
 
 b. Branchiae are digitiform or conical, and are subequal to, or slightly longer than the pre 
and post setal lobes; helpful hint: eyespots always absent………………………………..5 
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5a. Each parapodia with branchiae has one dorsally placed branchiae, and no ventrally 
placed branchiae. ………………………………………………..Glycera sphyrabrancha 
 
 b. Each parapodia with branchiae has one dorsally placed branchiae, and one ventrally 
placed branchiae (see below) ……………………………………...Glycera dibranchiata 
 

 
 
Goniadidae  
 
1a. Posterior parapodia are clearly biramous, with notopodial lobes separate and distinct 
from neuropodial lobes. …………………………………………………………………..2 
 
 b. Posterior parapodia are not clearly biramous, notopodial lobes are indistinct, with 
notosetae as acicula projecting out from just below dorsal cirri (see below); helpful hints: 
both compound spinigers and falcigers present; proboscis with about 25-30 chevrons; 
neuropodial presetal lobes all simple; eyespots may be present on basal ring, and often on 
3rd annulation also…………………………………………………...Goniadella gracilis 
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2a. All neuropodial presetal lobes are simple; neurosetae are compound spinigers only 
(see below); proboscis without chevrons; helpful hint: may have minute basal and distal 
eyespots. …………………………………………………………….....Glycinde solitaria 
 

 
 
 b. All neuropodial presetal lobes are bilobed (see below, left), except the anteriormost 
two; anterior neurosetae are both compound spinigers and falcigers; proboscis with about 
8-12 chevrons (see below, right); helpful hint: eyespots never present …....Goniada teres 
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Hesionidae  
 
1a. Distinct anal plate or disc present; prostomium with two rudimentary eyes, or eyes 
lacking; helpful hint: 6 tentacular cirri present, on 3 distinct segments…………………..2 
 
 b. Anal plate or disc lacking; prostomium with four eyes (note: eyes may appear to be 
partially fused); helpful hint: 6 or 8 tentacular cirri present, on 3 or four segments that 
may not appear distinct from each other. ………………………………………………....3 
 
2a. Anal plate rounded and entire; anal cirri are shorter than anal plate . 
……………………………………………………………....Microphthalmus sckelkowii 
 
 b. Anal plate bilobed; anal cirri extend beyond anal plate ….Microphthalmus aberrans 
 
3a. Tentacular cirri 6 pairs...……………………………………………………………....4 
 
 b. Tentacular cirri 8 pairs..…………………………….………………………………….5 
 
4a. Prostomium with a median antennae; notopodia small, and not forming a distinct 
lobe, with only 0 to 3 furcate notosetae present (note: there is usually 1 furcate notosetae 
present). ………………..………………………………………………..Podarke obscura 
 
 b. Prostomium without a median antennae; notopodia well developed, and forming a 
distinct lobe, with numerous notosetae present ……………………...Parahesione luteola 
 
5a. Notosetae begin on setiger 1; median antennae arises medially from the prostomium.. 
……………………………………………………………………………....Gyptis vittata 
 
 b. Notosetae begin on setiger 5; median antennae arises from the anteriormost tip of the 
prostomium. …………………………………………………....Podarkeopsis levifuscina 
 
Lumbrineridae  
 
1a. Branchiae present, beginning as single lobes on setigers 3 to 4 and continuing up to 
setigers 24 to 30 as 6 to 7 lobes (see below) ……………………………...Ninoe nigripes 
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 b. Branchiae entirely absent………………………………………………………………2 
 
2a. Prostomium exceptionally long, and acutely conical (see below); hooded hooks have 
bidentate tips; helpful hint: prostomium is 2 to 3 times longer than 
wide….……………………………………………………………...Lumbrinerides acuta 
 

 
 
 b. Prostomium is not exceptionally long, and is bluntly conical or rounded (see below); 
hooded hooks have multidentate tips; helpful hint: prostomium length less than 2 to 3 
times as long as width. ………………………………………………………………..…..3 
 

 
 
3a. Acicula are black.. …………………………………………….Lumbrinereis fragilis 
 
 b. Acicula are pale yellow or amber colored.. …………………………………………...4 
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4a. Hooded hooks begin to appear on setigers 9 to 20; posterior parapodia with elongate 
postsetal lobes extending upwards (see below) …………………...Lumbrinereis tenuis 
 

 
 
 b. Hooded hooks begin to appear on setigers 1 to 5; posterior parapodial lobes are not 
elongated and extending upwards. ……………………………....Lumbrineris impatiens 
 
Lysaretidae  
 
Lysarete brasiliensis is the only species from Virginia 
 
Magelonidae  
 
Magelona rosea is the only species from Virginia 
 
Maldanidae  
 
1a. Neurosetae absent from setiger 1 (see below, left), beginning on setiger 2 as uncini; 
anal plaque with a long dorsal lobe, not ringed with digitiform cirri; anus emerges 
dorsally, just above the lobe (see below, right). ……………………………………….....2 
 

    
 


