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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND ITS SCOPE
I, THE INTRODUCTION

Institutions and programs in the totalitarian

state are maintained by high emotionalization of
ideals, through control and use of all agencies
of propagenda, and through the applicetion of
"force majeure®™; whereasz in a demoeiaay they are
perpetuated through public opinion.:

With this prineiple of democracy in mind, Amefidan
educators are continuously striving to inereese lay under-
standing and participation in their scheools, In eorder that
thls objective mey be realized, the schoole must be inter-
preted to the publie. It is within this area that the
present study is conducted,

‘l

4

¢ II. THE PROBLEN

Statement of the problem, It iz the purpose of

this investigetion (1) to discover the present practices of
Matthew Whaley High School in the ereas of instruction,
promotion, discipline, homogeneous grouping, curriculum,
Individusl differences, marking, and public relations;

and {2) to revesl the extent of interpretation of these
prectices in the high school to parents in the school
conmunity who have children of high school age.

larthur B. Moehlman, Soclal Inte retatién {Eew‘Xbrk,
London: D. Appleton Century Company, I§3§I, DPe O8.
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Jmportence of the sbudy., The educational literature

previous to the esrly twenties hes little reference to -
interpretation, but if ﬁhe attention this problem has
‘received since that time may be taken as a criterion,
the subject is rapidly coming to be recognized as one of
major importance,?

The principal basis for the justificetion of this
investigation is the growing realization thet if public
opinion is enlightened, the school will receive the support
needed for nscessery and continuous impravementgﬁ i,
however, the public 1s uninformed or misinformed, the
improvement essential to eduncational progress 1s delayed,
and the school may no longer serve the purposes for which
it was created, How efficiently the school performs its

soclal Tunction, and how well the public understands and

" 2y, W, Theisen, "Public Relatlons” (Walter S, Monroe,
editor, Encyclopedia of Educetional Ressarch, revised editionm,
N¥ow York: The Hecmillsen Company, 1950),; Dps 901-907,.

3&39*

{1) Ibid¢

(2) Woehlman, %gi cit.

{3) Delmas F. 16, "Appraisal Technigue for
Programs of Public Relations,” (unpublished Doector's dils-
sertation, The University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennayl-
vania, 1943).

{4) J. E., Grinnell, Interpreting the Publiec Schools
(Kew York: The Mascmillan Gompang 15377, DD+

{5) Frederick T. Rope, Qpinicn Conflict and School
Support,” (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, Teachers
College, Contributions to Bdueation, No, 838, Teschers
College, Columbla University, 1941), 164 pp.




S

appreclates the work of the scheool, depend to & large dogree
.upon the extent of interpretation of the school to the
public. This study 1s conecerned with the opinions of that
part of the public which has much at stake in their a&hoela -
“tha parents. It is hoped that the study will ba‘af value to
the teachers, administretors, and supervisors assoclated with

Matthew Whaley High School.
11I, DEFINITION OF TERMS

Social interpretation. Throughout the report of this

.....

considered as those processes (1) whereby the achool becomes
informed of the conditions and needs of the aommunity,;Qnd
(2) whereby the people are continuously informed of the
practices of the educational progrem of the school.
Pragtices of Matthew Whaley High School. "Practices

of the high school” 14 interpreted in a limited sense. It
refers to those bases for measuring the opinlons of psarents
and teachers in these specific arseass

1. Instruction: Direction or teaching methods, and
the types of knowledge, skllls eand attitudes imperted to
pupils in the school. |

2. Promotion: Permission for students to move from
one grade to the nextb.

3., Discipline: Haintaining conditions conducive to

carrying out the school's function.



4, Homogeneous Grouping: Classification of pupils
into similar groups according ta intelllijencs, aead&mia
_auecess, or by some other alassifiaazien*,

5. Curriculums A1l supervised eéueatiana1 qxp§é$w
“Jénces”&t’the school -

’ﬂ 6. Individual differences: Provisions for meeting
the individusl needs and abllitles of 8ll students. i

7+« Marking: Methods for resording and_réparting the
progreas of puplls in school activities.

8, Public Relations: Reeping parents informed of

the school's sctivities and practices.

High school sges The term "high school apge” is inter-
preted to mean the chronologicsl sge that a child enters
high school until he reaches hls elghteenth birthéay. The
mean age of children enbering Matthew Whaley High éﬁhnbl is

approximately fourteen yaara‘é

1V. GENERAL PROCEDURE AND LIMITATIONS

The following is a description of the general
procedure followed thraug&auﬁ the remainder of this study.
Chapter I1 describes in detall the methods of colleeting
data.

The study is limited to the measurement of inter-
pretation for the year 1950,

| 4Moan agé for children in the eighth grade at Matthew
Whaley High School in 1950 was 13.8.
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The part of the community polled 1s determined by the
residence of the parents with children of high sthool ags,,
Tais includes: (1) residents within the Willlamsburg city
:ilimitﬁ whose children attend. Maithew Whaley Public ﬁigﬁ
yﬁﬁchaa& or some private school, and (2) residents eutsiﬁa the
aity limits but who send their children to Matthew Wh&lay
Kigh School,

The extent to which the parents were &ﬁf@rmeﬁ af ‘the

L3

’praaﬁiﬁes in Matthew Whaley High Scheool was maasured by a
‘questionnaire survey. Identical gquestlonnaires were aent
to the staff at Matthew Whaley High Sehool to discover the
teachers! opinlons in regard to educational practices-
gelected by the investigator, The eriteria to measure the
extent that parents were informed of the practices In the
high school were derived from the combined opinions of the
teaching staff st the high school. The extent of inter-
pretation of these practices to the pareﬁtsfw§a moasured in
‘terms of the collective responses of the parents, and further
*éﬁamyzed and compared on the basis of the p&rent*s relationw
‘ship to the ¢hild, educatlional attaimment, and whether the
parents live inside or outside the cilty limits. Conclusions
wore arawn‘ia;iighﬁ~af the findings, snd recommendations for

further study were made.
V. RELATED LITERATURE

There appear %o be no published studies concerned’



with or aiéeaﬁly related tazthq prab1ém of thisfétu&yg

‘however, a wealth of materlial héé Eéen written on‘ité

periphery. aueh‘staﬁias deal with.(l) that phase of intéb«

1pretation emphasizing the maans Qf keeping the public

2 informed, end (2) Gritaria for evaluating the publie rela»
tioma program, No evidence was found in the 1iteraﬁura'whidh
JWaa concerned with measuring the extent of interpretation

that might exlst between & given school and its community.
VI. .STATEMENRT OF ORCANIZATION

The remaining portion of this investipation will be
roeported in the following menner:

Chepter I 4is & degcription of how a gquestionnalre
was devised to measure the opinions both of the staff at
the high school and the parents with children of high school
age, The technigue for establishing the validity of the
quegstionnalres distributed is descrided as well as how and
why they were administered.

Chapter III is the presentation and analysis of the
data. et
Uhapter IV presents a summary of thévfindipga. The
remainder of the chapter is devoted to the conclusions and

recomuendstions for further study in thils fleld.



CHAPTER II
METHOD OF GATHERING DATA

The menner of collecting data was determined by the
nature of the problem, Since the problem deals with
practices ocourring st the high school and the opinions
of a segment of the nonwschool population concerning these
practices, the method employed is primarily descriptive,
The particular technique used was the normative survey,
and the instrument used te gather relevant information was
the quaétienna&ra.

Justificaetion of the guestiomnsire technigue. In an

effort to secure the data ﬁ@aifaég 2 search was made through
avallable materlals to determine whether relevent informa-
tion could be obtained by a method other than the use of a
questionnaire.: As Jones states:

It is easy to sit down in the quiet of one's
study and make out questions for someone else to
answer. But sueh & method is very wasteful of the
time and energy of the one to whom it is sent and
is frequently wasteful of the time of the maker,
for these questionnaires not infrequently find
thelr way into the waste-paper basket;, and many
of them should.l

Larthor J, Jones; ﬂhai?manﬁ Natlonal Comulttee on-
Research in Segondary Edusation, "An Outline of Methods of
Researeh with Suggestions for High School Principals and
Teachers,” United States Bureasu of Educsiion, Department
of Interior Bulletin, 1026, lWashington, D.Ge: Unitea
Btates Government Frinting Office, 1927); p. 31,
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However, since alternative methods of collecting data sppear
to be invalid or impractical to measure the extent of interw
pretation of the ﬁchﬂai to the parents, the questionnaire
ﬁééhniqu$=waa:usﬁ&@ Koos concluded that only a negligible
proportion of the one hundred forty-three fundamental
questionnaire researches which he analyzed could have used
any other method 0f_iﬁﬂﬁﬁtigaﬁiﬁn;2 |

The following is an integration of (1) studies
exemplifying the q&%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁn&ire technique in general; and
{2) studies exemplifying preferred methods of collecting
opinions: First, the 1llustrative questionnaire “
investigations: Count's study of boards of education
pregents one of the most complete analyses of the malkeup
of school boerds made to 1930; and 1t raises s series of
fundementel questions concerning the composition of the
aahaal,h@ardga This study also states that "it would have
been impractical to have undertaken this study exeept by

questionnaire, "4

| " Zleonard V. Koos, The Questionneire in Educablon
{New York: The Meomillen Uompany, 1028)s D+ ofa

SFor & dlscussion of Count's study, see Research
Bulletin of N.,E.A., Vol., 8, 1830, "Quesﬁiénnaire To Bs or
Wot €o Be," DPp. di=51,
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Koos,® Briggs,® and many others too mumerous to list
have used the questlonnsire extensively,

Anong the studies 1llustrating methods of collecting
epiniona,sﬂiakmy? found three preferred methods of evaluating
publis relations programs: (1) opinions of professionsl
employecs; (2) opinions of non-teaching employees, and
{3) opinions of individuals and groups in the districts " In
mddition, he outlined four mothods to determine the woaknessas
of o public relstions program. These four were: (1) comparison
of the program with other districts, (2) opinlons of exzperts,
(3) community surveys, and (éijraasﬁiana from citizens and
organizations; In a a@mparab&e:aﬁudg; Rope summerdges reseepnh
methodss By deseribing a study in Pittgburgh, he shows how
éahonls may use the technlque of opinion polling.®

The development of a valid and reliable guestionmaire.
In preparing the\gﬁasbiwnnnirégg an attempt was mads Lo

adhere as closely as possible to the followlng guides

~ Bleonard Vs Koos, "fhe Junior Gollege,” (Research
Publicatlions of the University of Minnesots in Educatlonm,
Vois, 1 and 1L, Winneapolls, Hinnesotat UNiversity of

Minnesota Press, 1925.

.. | ﬁ';f;. Hy Briggs, The Junior High School (Boston: Houghton
MAfflin Compeny, 1920), 350 pps

75, M. Hickey, "The Direction of Public Relations in
Citles of the United States,” (unpublished Doctor's disserta-
tion, The University of Pittsburgh; Plttsburgh, 1945).
BFrederick T, ﬁmﬁa, op+ olt,

PRefor to copy of questionnaire, Appendix &, DPa 77.
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1. Ask only for date which respondents can and
will give.

2, Make the instrument as brief as possgible.

%+ State questions simply and clearly.

4, Answers ﬁhcuid,raqn&rewa.minimum of writing.

B¢ Responges should lend themaelves to tabulation.

6. Questions should not expect an particular answor.

7. Use proper mechanical form,

84 .0rganize the material in such a manner that one
question ﬁﬁes naﬁ influsnce the response of anothey.

9. See that the questionnalre 1s adequately sponsored,

| A pre-test to discover the validity and reliability of
tﬁe quaéti@nnaire'waa earried out in the following manner:
(1)'cri§1aa1 observatlion by two classes of graduate studants,lﬁ
and {2) planned interviews with a sampling of persons not
primarily concerned with the problem. This sample included
Individuals from the major oceupational levels as well as

en equal representation of the sexes. The preo-test uncovered
gome errors of asmbigulty which were adjusted for the finsl
draft of the questionnalre.

Administration of the questiomnalre., The question-
naires used for collecting data fall Into two main categories:
{1) questionnaires to the teaching staff at the high school,

and (2) questionnaires to parents.

I0c1aases in Orsduate Education, Gollege of William
and Mary, Willismsburg, Virginia, 1980~51.
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1, Part of a faculty meeting at Mabthew Whaley High
School was made available to orient the bteaching staflf to
the problem in general and te the questionnalire in particular,
After a general introduction to the problem, the staff was
requested to answer the questionnaires individuelly, end
upon completion, to return them to the high school
principalts office.
The questiomnaire was administered %beha entire
faculty of Matthew Whaley H;gh School in order to determine
what the present praaticeé in the school were, By discover-
ing the present practices, a criteria was established ageinst
which parental opinions could be compared,
2, The problem involves the opinions of parents
living in the school community who have children of high
school ages The school community represents those parents
who live both inside and outside the c¢ity limits of Williams-
burg and whose children attend Metthew Whaley High School,
The nemes and addresses of these parents or puardians were
obtained from the following sources:
(a) The 1950 School Census Report for the City
of Willigmsburg., (For names and addresses of parents
inslde the city limits whosze chlldren attend Matthew
Whaley High School or privete institutions.)

(1) The individual class roles of the teachers
at Matthew Whaley High School for grades eight
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through twelve., {(For names end addresses of parents
living outside the city limits whose c¢hildren
attend Matthew Whaley High School.)

The questionnaire was meiled or delivered to parents
with & self-addressed stamped envelope enclosed. Included
also was a brief 16@%&»13 intended to {1) introduce the
investigator to the parent, (2) familiarize the parent with
the problem, and (3) point out the possible advantages to
parents, the school and community et large of understanding
the extent of existing interpretation. Two weeks following
the meiling date, post cards were sent to those perents
whose questionnaires hed not been returned. A wesk later,
when forty-eight per cent of the questionnalires were still
outstanding, the following steps were takea in an effort to
increase the proportion of returns: First, the telephone
numbers of a few parents, representing both residents inside .
snd outaslde the city 1im1£ﬁ; were listed., These individuals
wore called in order to determine why the questionnaire had
not besen returned, It was learned thet the dﬁlay was due to
two maln cauges -~ @ither the parents had not found sufficilent
time to answer the questionnaire, or 1t had been misplaced.
Other less fregquent causes rangﬂé from "I have no comments to
make," or "My c¢hildren go to private school and I therefore
do not feel qualified to comment,™ to "It's already in the

IIRefer to copy of letter sent with questionmnsire,
Appendix B, ps 8l.
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mail." A& sesond questionnalre was mailed to those who had
lost the original copys The investigator made personal
wisits ‘to epproximately fifty others. The purpose of these
vigits was to make svallable a second questionnsire 1f the
first had been lost, and to urge thoss whHo still had theirp
original coples to return theom at thelr carliest convenlence.
After a perlod or two more weeks hed slapsed, sixty per cent

of the guestilionnaires hed been returned,

Progedure for presenting the data. Chapter IITI is
devoted ﬁa the presentailon of ﬁha ﬁaia. This date is
presented in the following manner:

l. An account iz given of the number of questionnaires
sent or delivered to pavents snd teachers. The number of
quastiaﬁéairea returned, and the usable portion of those
returned is presented.

2. The individual statements on the questicnnaires
sent to the teschers and parents were’ﬁiassifieﬁ under the
type of practices they represented. Seventy bar graphs were
then drawn to help desceribe the comparison of parent
responses with those of the teaching staff at Matthew
fhaley High School.

3+ The parental responses were then classified into
the following groups and compared with the regponsges of

the teacherdg:
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- SO Parent® living inside the clty limits.
Resldences . Parents living outside the city limits,

- 1o  Mother of the child.
‘Relationship:'® pitnor of the chila.

} Elementary.
Edueational High School,
Levelt Collegs.

Graduate,

To facilitete the presentation of this data, ea#h of
the thirty-~five statements on the qnesﬁiannaire,was,aiassifieﬁ
awnd grouped under one of the eight practices it represented.
The mean per cents of responses both of the teachara‘aﬂa
parents to these classified statements were then compared
and analyzed. The cholce of the mean as a measure of central
tendency was based upon (1) the desire to give all of the respond-
ents equal weight in determining central tendency, and (2) the
réliabiliﬁx of the mean &8s a measure of central tendency .S

Since each group of parental and teacher reaponses is
trested colleetively end the responses are not welghted accord-
ing to thelr positive or negative natures, the generalizations
which are drawn from the c¢lassified parental resgponses are
limited to comparisons with the teachers?! responses and with
each other, The mean responses do not and ere nct meant to

-reflect any patterns in reference to the practices.

I2The vesponses of the el t guardians were distributea
aaearding to thagr sex under fatﬁhr or mother to facilitate

this classification.

ca ti13ﬁanry § Gazratt Statistics in Psychology and
ucation, third edition {Vew Yorki Longman's Taen and
Company, 1947), p. 45. ’
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CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION OF THE DATA
I. INTRODUCTION

According to the findings of the N.E.A.,' the mean
questionnalre return that cen ve expected on a normative
survey investigation is 60.1 per cent. This figure is
based ont

1. The originator of the questionnsire:

College professor or student '3 60,4 per cont

2, HNHonth of issuance:

January 1 59,0 per cent
3¢ Humber of 1temat
Thirty to forty - (thirty-five): 61.0 per cent

Accounting for the gquestiomnaires. The following

presents the number of guestionneires delivered to the
parents in the gechool commmunity and to the teachers from
Matthew Whaley High School end the percentages of thosze
questionnalres returned by the parents and teschers:

1. The seventeen guestlionnalres delivered to the
entire teaohing staff at the high scheol were all returned
in completed form.

2, A gross total of 255 questionnalres were meiled

~ IN,E,A, Research Division, "The Questionnaire,"
Research Bulletin No. 8, 1930, pp. 1-851.
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or delivered to the parents, PForty-nine of those returned
wore discounted for verious reasons {see Taeble I), leaving
a net total of 224 guestionnaires distributed to parents.
One hundred sixteen of the questionnaires mailed or delivered
to parents were returned. The ragurn wag sixty per cent of
the net total. |

| TABLE I

'DISTRIBUTION AND RETURN OF THE
QUESTIONNAIRE TO PARENTS

'&rasa ﬁata& quas%ionnaires maileﬁ or daliverad :
toparent8 . » ¢ « + » & & 6 4 o & 2 s s+ .5 « v s » 285

Qﬂﬁ$tiﬂmaipﬁa diﬁﬁ@’lmtgd: -
ﬁﬁ@liﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ P T L T Y ; . 4

Parents who had moved from the
school cormunibtye » +c v % % o & s o 10

Parents who had no ahildvaﬁ‘in gchool. + 1B

'Not valid ~ parents expressed opinions
.regarding the private schools their 4
children were attending «+ + &+ + + » » + 2

Parents who returned thelr questionnaires
unanswered; having no comments to make,l8

49
Het tﬁﬁal quegtionnalires malled or delivered
tafl&?ﬁﬁtﬂcu»w#oakupwcatwgu#qwv‘zi‘?‘é

Total guestionnaires answered end returnsd « « +« + » « + 116
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IX. TEACHER AND PARENT RESPONSES TO THE
QUESTIONNAIRE ’

Group i:,‘arauping Practices

Statement 1t Bright and dull students attend classes
S togethsy,

wea%§ar Responses

FIGURE 1

Both teacher and parentel responses indicated that
bright snd dull students do attend classes together at
Matthew Whaley High School. Ninety-four per cent of the
tegehers answered in the affirmativa,s with seventy-six
per cent indiesting that thls was the practice in almost sll
cages.s Parental response was affirmative to almost as great
a degree, with sixty-six per cent of the opinion that students
of varyling aebilities attended classes together at the high

" 2Key to Oraphs:  AA -~ Almost Always, F - Frequently,
8 - Seldom, N ~ Never, DE ~ Don't Know.

%o facilitate the readabllity of this chapter, the
word "affirmative” is Interpreted to mean the response was
eilther "almeost always,"” "frequently," or both.
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school. No ﬂegative& regponses were recorded by the teachers
or parents; however, sixteen per scent of the parents were
unfamiliar withfﬁhe»pragﬁi¢e concerning how the puplils sre
grouped at the high school, or they had no comment to make.
FPifty per cent of the group that indicated "don't know" waé@
perents vwhose c¢hildren attend private school. Three and six
per cé§t»of parents and teachers respectively expressed the
opinion thet bright and dull students "seldom" .attend classes
'toéather at the high achool.
Statement 22: O(lasses ars separated into groups of slow and
fast learners.

Teacher Regponses

, — S — . . S n¥ ...
Bt 64 | l 187 | 124 l

AL T N - S N . DK
10% | 15% 6% 21% 204

PV VIR TR YR SRS X O YR W YR - T SHP N S SNP Y JRY SR WA P N T DR N il Pl Nl

8ixty-four per cent of the teachers stated that
students are "seldom" sepsrated into groups of slow and fast
learners, while eighteen per cent indicated that no dif-

ferentiation in grwaping is made heoltween students according

- .
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to lesrning ability, Fewer parents (twenity-eight per cent
less) expressed the opinion that this was "seldom” the casej
however, twenty-one per cent, or three per cent more parents
than teachers, indicated that classes are not separated into
groups of slow and fast learnera, Expressing aﬁfirma%iva?
opinions, six per cent of the teachers as compared to twenty-
three per cent of the perents indicated thet clesses wore
separated Into groups of slow and fast learners. Twelve per
cent of the teachers reglstered "don't know," while twenty
per cent of the parantg recorded a like response. Here agailn,
a.large &egmanﬁAar the per cent of "don®t know's" were
reglstered by those parents with children attending private
Raeheols;
Statement 20: A student is kéﬁt wiiﬁfhis-own-aga g&aﬁp
through his high school days.

Teacher Responges
AA

AN y r
sof 415 J
Parent Responses N
‘ AL . ' 8 XN ,AQK‘ 
l 30 s0% st ed 172 l
FPIGURE 3

One hundred per qapt of the teachers responded in the
affirmetive to tho statement that "a student 1s kept with
his own age group throughout his high school days.” Fiftye
nine per c¢ent of the teachers stated that this is "almost
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always™ true, while forty-oné per cent indicated that 1t

was "frequently" the practice in the high school, Parental
opinion was similer to the teacher responses, but the
lpéfﬁnta registered fewer affirmative responses. Seventye
seven por cent (the sum of "almost always,” "frecouently® and
"seldom") of the parents indicated that an effort 1s made %o
keep students with their own age group. However, eight per
cent of thévaavanﬁﬁéﬁﬂv&n expregsed the opiﬁion that this
was "seldom" a practice at the high scheol, 8Six per cent of
the parent respondents indicated thet this was "never" the
;pracﬁiea in the high school, while the teachers had no such

negative opinion concerning the practice.

Group II: Promotional Practices

Statement 2¢ Stuadents are promoted at the -end of each year
regardleas of whetheyr thelr schovl work is
good,; bad or indifferent.

Teacher Responses A
F e . S DK

it B heacctalbiii Bl Moasitiielini Tl M 0 b i s bt it it bbbt i il 2 codhioiBas]

| Parent  Responses ,
A 8 - LS

168 535 2o | 10% |

adbaniliniiheibasodl il itheiBoind. s ol sl o el IS P NN SR N W W W W) T W T S P e

FIGURE 4

Fifty-eight per cent of the teschers at the high

school indicated that students were "seldom" promoted when



21

their work was bad or indifferent. However, thirty per cent
(sum of "almost always" and "frequently") stated that this
practice did occur et the high school. Twelve per cent of
this group indicated that in almoat every caese students were
kept with thelr own age group regardless of thelr acadenie
success. Parental reaponse was simller to that of the teach-
ing staeff except for twenty-two per cent of the parents who
were of the opinion that students were 'hever' promoted at the
end of the year 1f thelr school work 1s bad or indifferent.
Statement 8: The student must master the regquired subjects
or repeat the subljects.

Teacher Responses 5

Al ¥ DK
529 sﬁ 24% 18%
Parent Responses
AL - P S N DK
L 58% 128 9% % 19% 1

Fifty-two end fifty-eight per cent of the teachers
and parents respectively checked this practice as occurring
"almost always™ in the high school. However, twenty-four per
cent of the teachers reglstered the oplnion that 1f the
student did not master the required subjects he was "seldom"
required to repeat these subjects. Only nine per cent of the

parents responded that this wes "seldom” the case, while two
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per cent indicated thel repetition of the subject was not

mendatory,; Approximately the same per cents {eighteen and

nineteen) of parents and teachers stated that they did not

know what the practice at the school wes in this area.

Statement 32: An exceptlionally bright ehiid may skip a giaﬁé
1f he is aheed of his own age group.

Teacher Responses

24% 36% 41%
Parent Responses
S % =
25%¢ '
FIGURE 6

Farent and teacher regponses to the practice concern-
ing whether or not the exceptionally bright child may skip
& grade if he i1s ahead of his own age group were widely
spread. Forty-one per cent of the teachers dld not know
what the practice of the school was in this area, while
thirty-two per cent of the parents indicated "don't know"
soncerning the practice. The remainder of the teachers
indlcated that this was the practice in the school. Fifty-.
three per cent of the teachers indicsted that in almost every
case where the chlld was exceptionally bright he 1s allowed
to skip a grade, Thirty«sixzx per cent of the parents, on the
other hand, indicated that this was Yalmost always” the
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practice, and s 8lightly smeller group (thirty per cent)
expressed the opinion that the practice ocecurred "frequently®
in the high school. Only aleven’p@r'&ent of the parents
believed that exceptionally bright students were "seldom"
allowed to skip s graﬁg‘whieh would remove them one or mafe

times from thelr own age group.

Group III: Discipline Practices

Statement 53 1If the student misbehaves, diseipline follows
immediately. |

Teacher Responsesa

- U ¥ SO U, - SES— X~
| 413 474 12% 1

Al E. 1 DX
43% 234 14% 20%
Bttt oot niconissS bt Koot dlbnForth oot Enaotactodic P WY
FIGURE %

Twonty per cent of the parents did not know what the
prectice of the high school was concerning children who
misbehave, whilé on Fhe_othar hand all of the teachers
indicated to some degree that diseipline did take place
immediately after the students misbehaves. Eighty-sight per
cent of the teachers regsponded in the affirmative, while
twelve per cent belleved that discipline "seldom" followed
immediataig; A majority of the parents also stated that
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diseipline followed lmmedlately, with sixty~six per cent
recording affirmative answers,

Statement 61 Diseipline is hersgh at Matthew Whaley

- . High 8chool.

Teacher Regponses

 — 35
66% 35% J
Parent Responses
£ - 5 B
38% a9% 12%
FIGURE 8

Sixty-five per cent of the teachers stated that there
was "seldom" harsh discipline at the high school, but fifty-
one per cent of these teachers qualified their choice {seldon)
by stating that sueh cases of harsh discipline cecurred
infrequently, and harsh discipline is not in accord with the
philosophy of the school, The remeining pﬁrtion of the
teachers reported that harsh dlseipline was “never" praaﬁieaa
in the high school. In comparison with the teacher responses,
thirty-eight per cent of the parents believed that harsh
discipline practices "seldom" occurred, while a majority of
the parents were of the opinion that there is "never" harsh
diseipliine in the high school, A‘negligibls number of
parents (two per cen&) sald that harsh discipline was

”frequﬂntlyﬁ practiced, and ore per cent indicated that this
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was "elmost always" the practice. The remainder of the
parental group was not familiar with thils perticular practice

or else they made no comment,

Statement 121 Students are allowed to do what they please.

%eéahgriaeépenaes -

. .%%, s e

23%

MontgiliicT T S it i il Bl e 6

FIGURE

Twenty~four per cent of the teachers reported that
students were "freguently" allowed to do what they please in
the high school. Almost twice ghe per cent of parents
(forty-two per cent) sald that this was the practice of the
high school, while nine per ceént of this group expressed the
opinion that thls was the practice in “almost every case.

The majority of teacher responses indicated that this was
"seldom™ the §ra¢tibe cf,tha'high school, while fourteen per
cont recorded entirely negatlive answera to the statement above.
Eightesn per cont of the parents did not know what the practice
at the high school was, while three per cent more of the
teachers did not know the school!s policy in this area.
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Group IV: Herking Practices

Statement 4: Gredes (marka) are g&van according to thﬁ
' ‘ ‘amount of subjoct matter learned.

Teacher Reaponses ) , o,
AB N S - N rb&

524 | 1sf | a2m | 122 6%

Parent Responses

e

N :’.f" ! .

FIGURE 10

The majority of both the teacher and parent responses
indicated theat the grades gilven at the high school are
"elmost always” a good indication of how much subject matter
is learned. Aksimﬁlar grcup;éf,parents and teachers,
seventeen and elghteen per cent respectively, sald that the
statement is "frequently" trﬁg of the marking prattice. On
the otherx ﬁanﬂl nineteen per cent of the parents indicated
they did not know what the grades represented, while only
s8ix per cent of the teaehing'sﬁaff checked "don't know,"
This six per cent of the teschers commented that they did not
feel they could express a valid opinion, since they were new
teachers in the schools Twelve per cent of the teachers
indicated that grades given at Matthew Whaley High School
wore "seldom" a good index of how much subject matter had
been mastered, while the remalning twelve per cent said that

grades were "never" a good indication of how much subject
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mabtter had been 1’%@;@@_&* A gimilar pwmmim'df parents
‘agreed with the teachers that marks given at the high school
* were “"seldom” given‘aéeor@ing to the amount of subject
matter learned, and another five per cent stated that grades
ere "never” given on tho basis of the amount of subject
mattor lesrned.
Statement 7: The report to parents {of grades) gives a good
,giggggf-ﬁf how well the pupil 1s doing in

jggaeher Resyanses ®

| %_Para@t jﬁeap&mas P s ¥ o

soh | 1e% | 1045 o%

FIGURE 11

The teacher responses were entirely affirmative, with
gseventy~one per cent of the respondents indleating that in
almost every case the report te parents wes indicative of
the ehildfs progress Iin aﬁhggi,“Sevpntyaa;g per cont of the
parents agreed that the reports received by them, as the
teachers indicated, gave e "good picture” of tneir children's
p#égrasa in the high school. pruver? #@n per cent of the
parents replied that the reports were "seldom" a vai;ﬁ
measurement of their child's progress in school, while another

five per cent stated that the reports "never" gave a "good
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pletwre.”  Approximately one~tenth of the paresnts did not
know whether the reports weré a good or poor indication of
puptl progress in the high sochool,s
Statement 15¢ The pupllts progress in school i3 shown by

‘ the grades he gets. ' '

Tencher R@syogfas

Parent Responses #

21%

PIGURE 12

Eighty~two per eent of the teachers indicated that
pupil progress 1s shown by the grades of the pupil. Almost
as many parents axprsased,?he'gamerepinion‘as that stated by
the toachers. However; elghteen per cent of the teachers
differentiated between Statemgnt 7 and the one under discuse
sion by commenting that "the grade itself is just one
1nﬁicatian.0f‘pupii prmgress;" therefore the entire progress
of the c¢hild is "seldom" shown by tpa'graéas he gets: Only
seven per cent of the parents registered the opinion that
pupil progress was "seldom" shown by the grades of the
student. Two por cent sald this was "never" true, while
twelve per cent did not know whether grades showed pupill

progress,
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Statement 28: The chief purpose of giving marks (grading)
is to create competition among students,

@eaﬁhgr Reapoqﬁea

| 20% | 1%

'
oy s el Biegmiligisiriossltionsion e Buloiithonm Mool cosoe v A aibosnM i s ol oot fincien il iclbumplunaliunndlnin Bt i e ouodilinnil rY

Parent Raapqﬁaes
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FIGURE 13

Seventyw-one per cent of the teashing staff et the high
school stated that 1t was "never" the chief practice of the
school to gilve marks to create competlition among students.
The remaining teachers (twenty-nine per cent) sald that it
was "seldom" the chief practice of the school, but qualified
their answer by pointing out that some competition 1s created
regardleas of the objectives of the marking progrem. Sixty-
soven per cent of the parents were in agreement with the
statements made by the teachers; however, fifteen per cent
of the parents (sum of "almost slways" and "freguently") were
of the opinion that the chief purpose of glving grades was to
stimulate the students to do better than their classmates.
Bighteen per cent of the parents did not know whether thils

was a practice of the school.
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Group Vr Individual Differences FPractices

Statement 9t ‘The courses offered at the high school are
@ real challenge to the stuﬁent*a ability.

Teacher Responses

597  ap 1
Perent Rﬁspanaes
AL e
59% 30% Lﬁi
.................. X RPN SR N IR
FIGURE 14

Cne hundred per cent of the teachers indiceted ﬁhai
1t was definitely & practice in the school te’éhaliange
students? abilities, Fifﬁﬁén,par cent of the parents were
of the opinion that the courses offered were "seldom” a
challenge to the student¥s ability, Sixty-nine per cent,
however, apgreed with the teachers who indicated that the
courses were a "real challenge® to the students. The remaine
ing group of paéenta {sixteen #ev cent) checked this statew-

ment on the questionnaire "don't know.,"
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Btatoment 103 Students do what they are interested in doing,
and are not forced to study the three R's
{reading, writing, and arithmetic).

Teacher Responses
53 ]

AL F ‘ DE
[m% 12% 26% P4 247
A R N S N  ww WD e
Farent Responses «
A F 5 B
259 23% 1% L 16% 2159
PSPPI PP WP NSRRI PSPPI PN d

Both teacher and parent responses were evenly scate
tered between and including the two extremes. Twenty-four
per cent of the teachers were of the opinion that students
are not "forced to study the three R'sz," but are allowsd to
do what they are interested in doing. An equal proportion of
teachers, however, saild that thils practice ls non-exlstent in
the high school, Sixteen per cent of the parents also
indicated "never® in enswer to the question. At the other
extreme, forty-slx per cent of the parents agreed with the
teachers that the statement deseribed one of the practices
that occurred in the high school. Eleven per cent more
teachers than parents reported that the practice is "seldom"
found in the aahyal, while an approximately equal number of
teachers and parents elther did not know what the practice

was, or did not express an opinion.
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Statement 1By The teaschors decide what the children are to

learn. '
Teacher Responges o
| AL | .p-%‘_ S DR
[ 30% - 58% &% s%l
, ' ‘Pavent HReaponses ,
Iy SRY pooronses ¥ DK
2% 20% 13% 54 214 J

PIGURE 16

The majority of the parents were in agreement with the
teachers, who indicated that teachers “"almost always" or |
"frequently" decided what to teach the gtuﬁeﬁﬁsa Thirteen
per cent of the ?aréﬁts indicated that the teachers "seldom"
declde what is to be taught, while fauf per cent responded
"never" to the statamenhf 84ix per &ént of the teachers sald
that they "seldom™ decide what the children are to learn,
while another six per cent were not famillar with the practice
at the school in this area. Eleven per cené-marﬁ parents
than teachers did not know what the preaoctice of the school
was in reference %o determining learning experiences for

individual studentas,
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Statement 213 Pupils and teachers together plan what the
students will study.

Teacher Responses

A B — 8
l 24% 70% ls%

FIGURE 17

Almost the entire teaching staff in the high school
responded in the affirmative to the statement, while the
remaining six per cent indlicated that they and the pupils
"seldom" planned the pupil's progrem together. Thirteen per
sent more parents than teachers reported that there was
"almost always" cooperation between the student and the
teacher in planning programs, while forty-two per cent less
parents than teachers sald that thls practice ccourred
"frequently." Four por cent of the parents responded
negatively to the statement snd snother seventeen per cent '
sald that they did not know whether the child's program was
planned in cooperation with the teacher or whether the
program was set up without consulting the student, Seventeen
per cent of the parents said they did not know how the

student's progrem was planned.



B4

Statement 263 ThHe students declide whalt subjeets they want
o study.

Taa&her.ﬁesponaasy

Parent Reapgnsea

B9% I 53% ' mﬁﬁ 1@%1

PIGURE 18

Eighty«eight per cent of the teachérs at the high
school stated that students gﬁgect the subjects that they
wish to study. The remaining group was split evenly,; with
six per cent indlcating that students "seldom™ goloct thelr
own subjects for study, and siz per cent marking "don't lmow"
due to unfamiliasrity with this practice., The parents
registering affirmative opinions werse in the majority:
‘howsver, twice as meny parents as teschers were of the
opinion that the students "seldom™ had anything to do with
the cholce of subjects. Two per cent of the parental group
sald that pupils "never' choose their own subjscts. The

remaining six per csnt of the parenta checked "don't know,”
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Statement 30¢ The eourses that pupils study at Matthew
‘ Whaley High Sechool are too easy.

'remhﬁ:% Regponsges

: FE&@RE 19

Eighty»two pﬁr cent of the teanhara reported that
courses were ael&ﬁm“ tmg easy for the sﬁuﬁant&, and twolve
per cent sald this was *never" the case. The remaining
minar&ﬂy r&giatar&d the baliaf that courses “frequenﬁly wore
too easy. The parenﬁal Qpinians were somewhat more evenly
distributed; hQW@V&Q; the mejority of parents, as &&d’tha
majority of teachers, stated that the courses were ”seidgm”
too sasy for the puplls. Eightoen per cantﬂ;gréed.with the
statement, with three per cent of this group of the opinion
that this is "almost always™ the practiece in the high school.
Fifteen per cent disegreed with the statement entirely. The
remaining twenty per cent 4id not lmnow whether the courses

were too easy for the students.



56

Statement 35: The students decilde what they want to study
in each subject arvea.

Teacher Resgponses

F S B DK
53% *L 35% 12%
Parent Responses
AL B . S : ). S
l 15% 35% 1 18% - |ef 28% J
FIGURE 20

A aiigh% majority (fifty~three per ceﬁt)ﬂéf the teach=
ing staff stated that the students "frequently" decide what
to study in each subjest area, A sizmable minority reported
that the puplls "seldom" decide what the content of their
courses will be: The remalning twelve per cent iﬁ&iﬁatéd
that they did not know what the p?getice in the school was.
The parental vesponses were similer to those of the teachiﬁg
staff with the exception of an inercased percentage of
rosponses on the two extremes. Thirteen per cent were of the
opinion that in almost every ¢ase the students decldsd what
they want to study in each sublect areas However, twenty-
elght per cent of the parents did not know what the practilce
of the school was in reference -to who seleets the materials

studied in each course,
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Group VI: Instructlonsl Practices

Statement 3¢ The school requires too much homework.,

Feather Responses
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FIGURE 21

Elghty-two per cent of the teachers reported that they
"seldom" give too much homeworks Six per cent stated that
this is a frequent practice of the steff; while another six
per cent indicated that this was "never" true, One teacher
was unfamiliar with the practice and therefore marked "don't
know.," Parental opinion deviated to some extent, with twonbtye
four per cent of the opinion that the school requires too
much homework of 1ts students. Four per cent of this group
s tated that this was "almost elways" the practice of the
staff, However, three times morse parents then teachers sald
that the staff "never" assigned too much homework to the
students. A& slightly grester per cent of perents than
teachers dld not know what the practice of the sschool was

in regard to assigning homework,



Statement 1ll: Students are taught responsibility.

Teacher Responses
AA P

41%

Parent Responses
AR . _ P S DK

54% 11%

FIGURE 22

Eighty~elght per cent of the teachers responded
affirmatively to this statement, while only twelve per cent
reported that students were "seldom" taught responsibility
in the high school, Almost as great a per cent of parents as
teachers (seventy-six per cent) indicated that the statement
represented a true instructional practice of the high school,
Parental response was also more emphatic than that of the
teachers, since the majority of thelr answers were as
affirmative as the provisicons of the questionnalire sllowed,
The ms jority of teschers staeted that responsiblliity was taught
"frequently." Eleven per cent of the parents sald they did
not kmow whether the school taught responsibility, while all

of the teachers expressed some opinion,
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Statement 16: The amount of drill necessary to master the
three R's ig sufficient at the high school,

Teasher R?gpanssa

AL | 8 DK
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FIGURE 23

Forty per cent of the teachers indicated that
provisions for mastering the rudiments of education were
"elmost always" adequate at the high school. However,
another large group of teachers {thirty-sixz per cent) were
equally divided., Half of this group saeid that there was
"seldom" enough drill necessary to master the three R's,
while the other half did not know whether there was enough
drlill. The remaining twenty~four per cent of teachers
reported that there was "frequently™ encugh drill to meet
these baslc needs of the students. Parental returns were
also scattered. Fifty-six per cent of the parents divided
their responses equally, with twenty-eight per cent of the
opinion that the amount of drill was "almost always" suffici-
ent, while the other twenty-eight per cent did not know
whether the amount of drill was sufficient. Another sixteen
per cont stated that there was"frequently"” enough drill,



whnlle twenty per cent said that the emount of drill was'
"seldom" sufficient, The remaining elght per cent
registered a negative reply to the sgaﬁemanta

Statement 26r Students.are. taught what to think, .

Teacher Responses

8

FIGURE 24

A slight majority of teachers (fifty-~two per cent)
stated that students are "seldom" taught what to think. The
remaining responses were well scatitered, with a slightly higler
pér cent of these responses on the affirmative side. However,
twelve per cent of the teachers said that students are "never®
taught what to think. Twenty-one per cent of the parents were
of the opinion that the school "seldom™ teaches their children
what to think, while another twenty per d¢ent replied that
their children are "never" teught what to think. The remaine-
ing reaponses weore scattered in s ékm@lﬁr fashlon, a8 were
those of the teachling staff, except for a rather large group
{thirty-four per cent) which 4id not know what the practice

in the school was in regard to the above statement.
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Statement 13: . Students are- taught what is worth thinking
ab("ﬂ;i.t »
' eachar7ﬁaapaﬁsaa |
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FIGURE 25

E£ghty~tw§ per cont of the eeaahars,reyérte& ﬁhé@ the
students are tsught "what is worth thinking sbout." The major-
ity of paerental opinion was in a@r@@m@nt‘with that of the
teachers, with seventy per cent registering affirmative repliles
to Statement 13. However, nine per cent sald that students ere
"gseldom" taught to think in worth«while channels, while a
negligible number (one per cent) steted that this was "never"
‘the practice of the high school. Eighteen per cent of the
parents and teachers did not know what the prectice of the

school was in this area.

‘Statement 14: Students ars taught how to think,

Teacher Responses
R , S

I Kol

Parent Regponses
AA... b . S DK

45% 25%

FIGURE 26
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Eightywa;ght'anﬂ\se&eﬁty‘pév eent of the teachers and
parents respemhival& Bia%aa thaﬁ‘étu&ants are taught how to
think at the hlgh school., Twelve per cent of the parents
were in agream@nﬁ with identiaal _group wf teachers who
reaponded that the ahildren are seldam taught any method
of objective thinking. Six per cent of the parents were of
the opinion that students arghfggygy?‘taught how to think,
while no negativ& reaponﬂas were ragiaﬁered by the tsaching
staff, The remaining twelve per cent of the parents did not

lmow whether Statement 14 was a practice in the‘s&ha@l;

Group VIIs Curriculum Practices
Statement 17: Students learn to get along soclally

Teacher Rosponses
AA , F

708

Parent Responses
AA . F 8 DK
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FPIGURE 27

A high degres of affirmative responses were registered
by both . the teaching staff at the high school and the parents.
One hundred per cent of the teachers stated that studenta
learn to get glang gsocially at the high school, Seventy per
cent of this group said that this was true in almost all
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instances, Five per sent more parents than teachers stated
that this was "almost always™ the case; however, one per
cont said .that students "seldom™ ledrn to get along soclally
at the high 'school, The remaining eight per cent of the
parents did not lmow whether students learned how to get
along socially. @his\graﬁy;af-paranﬁg have no ahil&réﬁ
attending Matthew Whaley High School.

Statement 19: Students are %aughﬁ the three R's.

Teacher Responses.

Parent R%gyﬁngﬁa
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FIGURE 28

Bighty-eight per cent of the teachers replied that the
school teaches the basic¢ fundementals, with theé remaining
twolve per cont split evenlys 'ﬁig per cent Indlcated. that
the three R's are “"seldom” taught, while tho remainder did not
know what the practice of the gchool was in regard to this
practice. The majority of the perents were also Of the
opinion that the ﬁhr@a-ﬂ*a,wqre-taughﬁ in the high school.
Nineteen per cent stated that the three R'a were "seldom”
taught, and another four per cent answered entirely in the

negative, Eleven per cent more parents than teachers reéeported
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that they did not know what the practice of the school was,
Forty per cent of this latter group suggested that "the
three R's should have been mastered by the students before
they had matriculated from the elementary school.”
Statement 233 The high school does a good Job of prepering
Lo Lfor college those children who have the.
ability. ‘

Teacher Responses
A ,

, Parent Responses

AR _p F_

| 45% ' 24%
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FIGURE 29

Ninety-four per cent of the teachers responded in the
affirmative to this statement, with the remeining six per
sent recording "don't know." Parental opinion was regls~
tered in the same vein as that of the teaching staff, but
their responses were somewhat more scattered. Eighteen pex
cent of the parents disagreed with the tmachers, with sixteen
pér eent of this group of the‘opgniun that the school "seldom"
does a competent job of preparing students who have the
ability for college. The other three per cent indicated that
capable students were "never" prepared for college. The
remaining twelve per cent of the parents did not know
whether the school prepared for college those students with
the ability.
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Statement 27: The school prepares the students for Jobs.

_ Teacher Responses ) §
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FIGURE 20

o Aboub  three-fourths of tlie teachers sbated that
‘?gr&duatas of the high school were prepared for jobs, Eightssn
| g?rwﬁent recorded o less favoprable reaction, recording that
‘the sehool "seldom" prepared its pupils for a vocatlon. One
' teaah@r wﬁé'nnfamiliaréwith,tha aahﬁoi-eurrieulumjéﬁé”ﬁhara»
fore responded "don't kmow." One per cent less of the
parents than teachers rﬁapwnéad_affigmatiV&ly to the state-
ment. Parental response revealed a smaller proportion of
"almost always"” opinlons thaa_ﬁha% of the teachers, with
more stating that the stetement wes "frequently” true of

the high school. On the negative side, only half the number
of parents as teachers xaapénﬁ@ﬁ that the school "seldom"
prepared its students for jobs. The remaining sixteen per
gent did not know whether the school prepared the students

for Jjoba.
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Statement 29: Sex educatlon is taught in all grades in the
' high school as the need arises.

Teacher Responses
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FPIGURE 31

Seventy-six per cent of the teschers responded affirma-
tively to thias statement, while only btwenty~nine per cent of
the parents agreed that sex educabion is taught in all pgrades
of the high sc¢hool as theée need arises., A simllar percentage
of teachers and parents wore of the opinion thet the statement
was "seldon" true of the high schools However; forty-six per
cent of the parents replied "don't lmow" in regard to the
teaching of sex education in the high schook, while only twelve
per ecent of the teachers expressed no opinion due to their un
familiaprity with the school's practice in this area.

Statement 31: Students are taught a sufficlent amount of
organized knowledge.

Teasher Responses

FIGURE 32
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Eighty-two per cent of the tsaohing staﬁf repevtad
that sbudents were taught a.suffiaiant amaunt of arganized

,,,,,

sssss

The remaintﬁg eightean per aenﬁ reaponﬂaa Tdontt knuwa

Eleven per aent of tha‘paranzshraperteﬁ thet pupils are. .
“&alamm" t&ught enaugh argan&zaa knowledge. However, &
,majarity of the parents (fifty»aine per cent) Expﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ an
affirmative Qpinian, as éid the majority of the teadhing
staff; Twﬂntywtwu per cent of the parenta inﬁicataﬂ ﬁhat
they were not Informed of the praatiee of the sghaol in this
ares, while e scant one per cent stated that the school fellsd
%a fmpert anydarg&nized knowledge to the students.

Statement 34: Students are taught. semething regarding the
rights of others.

't

Poacher Responses ;
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Parent Responsoes
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FIGURE 33

. With one exception, the entire teachling staff of the
high school responded in the affirmative to this statement.

The one teecher, represented by six per cent on the sbove
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graph, stated that €8’ & new teacher he 414 not feel qualified
to comment, although he el gt that this wes a true statement.
The majority of parents slso agreed with this statement,
However, ‘seven per cent indlcated that the school "never"
teaches enything regarding the rights of others. The: remaine
ing group did not kmow whether the children were taught to
respect the rights of others..

Group VIII: Public Relations Practices

Statement 24t The school cooperates with the home.

Teacher Responses
o AA

Parent Responses
CAA - o

FIGURE 34

Ninety~four per cent of the teachers replied that the
sehool "almost always" cooperates with the home, with the re-
maining six per cent unfemillier with the practice in' the
school in this area. The majority of the parents agreed
with the statement that the school dld cooperate with them.
Twenty per aenﬁlof tggAébé}@ group stated that this was
"frequently” the case, while the other sixty-one per cent
sald thet there ﬁas cooperation in almost every insbance.
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& fow Aissonting opinlons wore stated; with ten psr sent
reaponding that the achool "seldom" coopsrated with the home,.
*anﬁ ancther one por cont of the opinion that the sﬁh¢01
 ‘“§@?@&“ cpoperated with the parents. FParents wiﬁh mﬁﬁl@r&a
;fﬁﬁfﬂfiVmﬁﬁ school egain recorded their enswers in ﬁh@
‘tﬁﬁiﬁmn dosignated "don’t know."

&taﬁ@m@n& %3: The high sahmﬁl koeops parents informed ghﬁat
what 18 geing on in the school,

%ﬁﬂﬁﬁayjﬁﬁaywmmga

DK

school ”ﬂlﬁ@ﬁﬁ aiwayﬁ” or ”£vﬁaﬂmnxxy” kﬁ@pﬂ the garanﬁa
informed aboub what 1s goling on in the school, Only four
per seont of the parents stoted that this was "never" the
practice. Wine per eent move of the teschers than parents
did not know whether the school eeps the parents informed.
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ITI.  CLASSIFIED PARENTAL RESPONSES

Growp: I. Grouping Px*aczhima
| WMs rgliawing ia 8 @ﬁmpariaan aud analysia mf the
r maanﬁ ner aanﬁa of r&apwn&ea ta stazements l. 20, ana 29
. 0n %he qnagtionnairﬁ, as shewn sn;?abla 1&.
| 1& -Bright and dull a%uﬂanﬂa abttend classes hagetbar.

HQQ@ A atuéanb 18 ‘kept with: his @wn age group %hwaugh
hig high school days.

22, -Classzes . are separated into groups of slow and fast
1aarnawaq
TABLE II
MEAN PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT

RESPONSES T0 STATEMENTS ON CROUPING PRACTICES IN
MATTHEW Wﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ'ﬁ&ﬁﬁ SCGHOOL

! - . §§3§§§ ?ﬂﬂq@ “Seldom ﬁévéﬁ 'gﬁgée Total
TEACHER RESPONSES 458 204 235% 2 6% 4%  100%

CLASSIFIED PARENT RESPONSES

RESIDENCE , ,
Ingide City Limits 39 22 14 9 16 100
Outside City Limits 3B 16 17 10 9 100
RELATIONSHIF TC CHILD |
Mother 40 19 17 9 15 100
Father 32 22 11 10 25 100
BEDUCATIONAL LEVEL , B -
Elementary 38 & 18 g 31 100
High School 42 20 ix 13 14 100
College 4 23 18 7 17 100
5 21 100

Graduate 38 22 14

SMeun: the arithmetie average of the parent and teache
responses te the statements classifled according to the type
of practice they represent.
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There appears to be a slight difference between the
responses of parents living inside the city of Williamsburg
and those living outside the city limits, However, eight per
cent more of the parents living inside the e¢ity limits than
‘those living outside dld not know whet provisions were made
by the school in reference to grouping practices. On the
other hand, the responses of parents living inside the eity
1imits were in si#ghtly greater accord with what the teachers
sald the. grouping practices of the school were than those
parents who reside outside the limits of Willlamsburg.

The responses of mothers with children of high school
age were in closer accord with the responses of teachers in
rogard to grouping practices in the high school than were the
fathers' responses. Ten per cent more fathers than mothers
did not know what the grouping practices in the high school
Were.

The responses of parents who had not progressed
further than the elementary school level varled to a greater
degree with the responses of the teaching staff et the high
school than the responses of parents whose educational attaine
ment was the high school level or sbove. Ten per cent of the
parents who had attained the high school level did not know
what the practices of the school were in reference to grcuping
students, but the over~all responses of this group compared
more favorably with the responses of the teachers than any

of the other parental groups.



52

Group II. Promotional Practlces

The following 1s a comparison and analysls of the:
mean per cents of responzés to statements 2, 8, end 32
on tho questionnaire, as shown on Table ITIX,
2. Students are promoted at the end of each year:
regardless of whethar thaiw sehao& wark is gaed,
bad, or indiffﬂrent. :

8. The student must masgter thé'reQnired‘subjeétanﬁ
rapest the subj@eta,

32. An exceptionally bright child mey skip a grade
i1f he is ahesd of his own age group.

PABLE III

MEAN PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT
RESPONSES 20 STATEMENTS ON PROMOTIONAL PRACTICES IN
MATTHEW WHALEY HIGH SCHOOL

T e
a&2a§a Freqs BSeldom Never gﬁﬁw# &a%al

TEACHER RESPONSES 2{:3%_ 164 43.%' 0% 238  100%

CLASSIFIED PARENT RESPONSES

RESIDENCE .

Inside Clty Limits 25 18 24 11 22 100
Outside G&ty Limlts 26 15 19 14 26 100
RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD L
Hother 24 pN 4 25 13 21 100
Fatheyr 25 18 17 13 27 100
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL , .
Elsmentary 33 9 15 21 24 100
High School 23 18 25 13 21 100
College 22 19 25 10 24 lo0

Graduste .22 19 g2 8 29 100
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4 slightly closer relationship was found between the
responses of parents who live inside the city limits and the
reaponses of the teaching steff than between the teachers
and those parents who reside oubside of the limits of
Wl;liamsbwrg¢

A higher degree of similarity exlsted between the
regponses of the mothers and teachers than between the
fathers’ responses and those of the teaching staff at the
high school in this srees.

In regard to the educational level of the respondents,
those . in . closest aceord with the responses of ths teaching
staff were that graupwmfjgare@%a who had attained the
eal}gg@»laﬁeza Parents who had attained an elementary school
educaticn were at 5 groater variance with the responses of
the teachers than any other group of parents. Twenty-nine
per cent of the parents who had attained the graduate level
answered that they did not know what the promotional
practices of the high school were. This figure exceeds the
number of "don't know” responses of the other parental

groups by at least five per cent,
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Group IIl: Disciplinery Practices
The following 1s a comparison and analysis of the

mean per sents of responses to statements 5, 6 and 12
on the questionneire, as shown on Table IV:

5. If the student misbshaves, discipline follows
immediately.

6. Diseipline 48 harsh at Matthew Whaley High School.
12, Students aere allowed to do what they please.
TABLE IV
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT

RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS ON DISCIPLINARY PRACTICES IN
MATTHEW WHALEY HIGH $GEOQL

§§§§§§ Freq., 8al&cm Navar gggwt wotal

TEACHER RESPONSES 14% 24% 369 20% 3% 100%

ﬁLAS&IFiﬁB PARENT RESPOW&Eﬁ

RESIDENCE

Inside City Limits 18 19 26 22 15 100
Cutside Cilty Limits 18 21 25 20 16 100
HELATIONSHIP TO CHILD }

Mother 15 23 . 28 1e 16 100
Father 16 is 22 21 23 100
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

Elesmentary 25 B 13 35 22 100
High School v 21 28 16 18 100
College 14 26 29 18 14 100
(raduate 21 16 19 19 25 100

. Ho striking differences were found between the
respongs2s of parents living inside the city limits end those
who reside outside the clty limits to the statements
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concerning diseiplinary practices in the high school.

There was a wider varlence between the responses Qf-thﬁ
fathers and the teachevrs? responses than betwesn the mothers?
and the teachers'! responses in the ares of diseipline.

The responses of college edu@atad parents were more
in accord with those of the teaching staff than any other
group of parents in this ares, Parents vho had attained
the graduate level were not as much 1In agreement with the
regpenses of the teaching staff as other responses, while
those parents who had not exceeded an elementary school
education were further from agreement with the teaching
staff than any other group of parents,

Group IV: Marking Practices

The following is a comparison and analysis of the
mean per cents of responses to statements 4, 7, 15, and 28
on the questionnaire, as shown on Table V.

4, Grades (marks) are given according to the amount -
of subject matter learned.

7+ The report to parents {of grades) gilves a good
plcture of how well the pupil is doing in school,

15, The pupil's progress in school 1s shown by the
grades he gets,

28, The chief purpose of gilving marks (grading) 1s
to create competition among students.
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TABLE V

MEAN PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT
RESPONSES T0 STATEMENTS ON MARKING PRACTICES IN.
MATTHEW WHALEY HIGH SCHOOL

ﬁ%ﬁi;g‘ Freq. 8§l§§m Never fgzgwt Tota;

TEACHER RESPONSES  41% 224 1584 214 14  100%

CLASSIFIED PARENT RESPONSES

RESTDENCE - ,
Inside City Limits 43 16 14 15 13 100
Outside City Limits 43 14 10 16 17 100

RELATIONSHIP T0 CHILD
Motheyr 45 by 11 15 i2 100
Pather 40 10 11 7 23 100

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL |

EElementary 60 3 3 10 24 100
High School B0 14 8 16 12 100
College .36 20 17 16 11 100

Graduate 27 18 18 14 23 100

There was neogligible difference betwsen the responses
of parents living insidse and outside the city limits of
Williemsburg.

The similaritvy between the responses of the mothers
and the teaching staff wea slightly greater in the aree of
merking practices than the fathers'! responses, Eleven per
cent more fathers than mothers stated that they did not
kmow what the practices of marking were in the high school,

The responses af‘parants who had reached the graduste

level in school were at & greater vaylence with the responses
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of the teaching staff at the high school than any of the
other groups of parents. Responding to the statements con-
&awmihg’marking practices at the high school, parents who
had reached the college level were more in accord with the
responses of the teachers at the high school than the other
groups: A large segment of each of the four groups placed
their responses under "don't know" on the questionnaire in

regard to marking practices,

Group V: Individuasl Differences Practices

The following is a comparison and asnalysis of the
mean per cents of responses to statements 9, 10, 18, 21, 25,
30, and 35 on the quesationnalre, as shown on Table VI,

9« The courses offsered at the hlgh school are s
real challenge to the student's abillity.

10. Students do what they are interested in doing,
end are not forced to study the three Ris
(reading, writing, erithmetic)s

18, The teschers decide what the children are to
learn.

21, Puplls and teachers together plen what the
students will study.

28, The students decide what subjects they went
to study.

30+ The courses that pupils study at Matthew Whaley
High School are too easy.

35, The students decide what they went to study in
each subject area.
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TABLE VI

. MEAN PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT = -
RES?Q&&E& TO STATEMENTS OF INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES PRACTICES
IN MATTHEW WHALEY HIGH SCHOOL

A§;§§§ Fraq. Seldom Never gzgwt ?@tal

TEACHER RESPONSES 24% 4&% 288 4% 9% 1&@%

CLASSIFIED PARENT RESPONSES

RESTIDENCE o

Inside City Limits 24 34 19 7 16 100
Outside Clty Limite 28 ' 23 19 9 21 100
RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD _

Mother 20 31 i8 5 7 100
Pather 22 22 17 11 28 100
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL . T , 3 , ,
Elementary 30 s % A ¥ | 15 33 100
High School 30 32 i8 7 13 oo
College 21 33 25 3 18 100
Gradusate 7 . 26 19 4 29 100

The respounses. of perents 1living inside the city 1imits
were more in aeccord with the responges of the teaching staff
at the high =schouol than those of parents living outside the
city limite. This difference between the two parent groups
was lavrgely due Lo the twenty-one per cent of perents living
outside the city limits who checked "don't know" in response
to the statements involving individual differences practices
in the high school.

A considerable difference was found between the
responses of the mothers and fathers. The responses of the

mothers showed a cloge similerity with those of the teachers,
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while those of the fathers were comparebly less similar,
Twenty-aight per cent of the fathers indicated that they did
not know what the practices of the school were in referonce
to individusl diffﬁrﬂnﬁaﬁg,while;&-m@gnref\56V@gﬁean;@ﬁw
eent of the mothers marked "don't kncﬁd?

-Whe r@ap0n$as of perents of the high school level were
in,graater’gﬁsaré with the responses. of the teachers than
perents of other educationael levels, while the lowest
similarity was found bétwéen the teaéhera.and parents who
were classifled on the elaman;gry'&avai,. Hawav@rgfthajf
responses of parents who had. attained graduate stuﬁy.wgre to
& considersble extent at variance with the teachers! responses.
This grau@‘éf'parents aisa harbored next te the largest number
of "don't know" responses to the statements ¢0n¢&§ﬁing 1 |

individual differences.

jﬁr&up:VIz Instructional Practices |

L e The following 1s a comparison and gﬁalysis_afypﬁé,maan
:fgér'aants»af responses to 3ta$emen¢ﬁ‘5¢-11;.lﬁ,-lé; i6;"and
;zﬁ on the questionnaire, as shown on Table VII,

B 8. The school requires too much homework..

11, Students are taught responsibility.

13, Students are taught what is worth thinking about.
14. Students are taught how to think.

16, The emount of drill necsssary to master the
three Ris is sufficlent at the high school.

26, Students are taught what to think.
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TABLE VIX

MEAR. PER. CENTS OF THACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT
RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS ON INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES IN
MATTHEW WHALEY HIGH SCHOOL

TAimost T an T onT§
o | | Always ﬁ?aq, &e;dgg. Ebvgr Know To t al
| TEACHER RESPONSES 3% 284 206 24 8% 100%
CLASSIFIED PARENT RESPONSES
RESIDENCE ) |
Inside City Limits 80 25 21 7 7 100
Outside Qity Limits 35 16 20 ° 21 100
'RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD |
Mother 34 20 22 6 18 100
Father 26 19 22 10 23 100
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Elementary &3 2 9 8 28 100
Hizh School 22 23 20 10 15 100
College 26 21 27 6 19 100

Graduate 12 26 26 8 30 100

A 8lightly greater gsimilarity was found betwseen the
responses of the teachers and those of the pavents living in-
side the c¢ity limits than was found betwson the teachers and
parents living outside the eity limits of Williamazburg.

A decided difference was found betweon theArespanaaa
of the mothers and fathers in reference to instructional
practices 1n the high school. The responses of the mothers
were iIn greater accord with those of the teachers than the
resSponses of the fathers.

The responses of parents whose educational attalinment
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was of the high school level were in greater accord with the
responses of the teachers at the high school in regard to
instructional practices then parents of any of the other
educational levels, The responses of parents with gradusate
school tralning were found to be less Iin accord with the
teachers' responses than the other groups of parents; with
thirty per cent of this group indicating "don't know" in the

aresa of instructional practices,

Group VII: Curriculum Practices

The following is & comparison and gnalysis of the
mean per cents of responses to statements 17, 19, 23, 27,
29, 31, and 34 on the questiomnalre, as shown on Table VIII,.
17. Studenta learn to got along soclially.
19, Students are taught the three Ris,
23, ?hg hi%gJaghaol‘ﬂﬁas‘a‘gaad Job gf preparing
‘or college those children who have the
abllity.
27, The school prepares the students for Jobs.

29, Bex sducation is taught in all grades in the
high school as the need arises.

31. Students are taught a sufficient amount of
organized lkmowledge,

34. Students ere taught something regarding the
rights of others.
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TABLE VIII

NEAN PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT
RE&PGNSES TO STATEMENTS ON CURRICULUM PRACTICES IN
MATTHEW WHALEY HIGH SCHOOL '

R N LTIYT ~
Algayz Freq, Selﬁam Neverk gggwt Tetal

At Y

éﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁa RESPONSES 34%, a@% | ,ﬁ% 2% 6% _100%

CLASSIFIED PARENT RESPONSES
RESIDENCE - ,
Inside City X&miﬁa 40 26 14
Outside Clty Limits 47 19 <]

RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD -
Mother 46 23 11
Father 37 24 10

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

Elementary 64 6 1
High School 46 25 i2
Collego 36 27 15
Graduste 30 19 16

7 100
23 100

NG

19 100
25 100

o

2% 100
15 100
19 1.00
31 100

S @V,

Little difference was found betwsen the responseés of
parents living inside the city limits of Williamsburg and
parents living oubside the city 1imiﬁag;'HQWﬁv¢r,fﬁim per
cent more of the parents living ocutside the eity 1imits than
those living inside indicated that hhéf‘aid not know what
the curriculum practices of the school were. The responses
of parents llving inside the eity limits were inmélightiy'
better accord with’tha teachers! regponses then parents
1iving outside the city limits.

8ix per cent more fathers than mothers indicated that
they did not know what the currieulum practices in the school
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were, However, the remaining responses of both the mothers
and fathers were comparatively in agcord with the responses
of the teaching staff in the high school,

Large segments of parents of the elementary and
‘graduate levels indicated that they did not know what the
eurriculum practices in the school wers; however; unlike
the remeining responses of parents of the graduate level,
ﬁﬁe;ragpanaaa‘af.paran%a with an elementary school education
wore similar to those of the teachers at the high school,
Pewer "don't know" answoers were resorded by parents of the
high school and college levels,; but the remdining responses
of these two groups were less in accord with the responses
of the teaching staff than the other two groups dilscussed
immedistely above.

Group VIIX; Public Relations Practices

The following iz a comparison and anelysis of the
mean per cents of responses to statements 24 and 33 on the
questionnaire, as shown on Table IX.

24. The school cooperates with the home.

33. 'The high school keeps parents informed aboutb
what 13 going on in the school.
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TABLE IX

- MBAN PER CENTS OF TEACHER AND CLASSIFIED PARENT
RESPONSES TO STATEMENTS ON PUBLIC RELATIONS PRACTICES IN
MATTHEW WHALEY HICH SCHOOL

ﬁ%ﬁgg: Fraq. Seldom Eevar g;ﬁﬁﬁ ? ﬁ 1

TEACHER RESPONSES 74% ::.2% 2% 0% i2% '100%

CLASSIPIED PARENT RESPONSES

RESIDENCE o .
Inside City Limits 54 27 11 2 6 100
Sutside City Limite 59 16 2 3 10 100

RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD :
Mother 63 21 8 1 7 100
Father 36 23 23 K{ 11 100

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Elementary 54 8 14 8 16 100
High School 61 2% 7 2 3 100
Gollege 53 24 15 § ! 100
Graduste 47 28 14 0

14 100

A slight difference exists between the responses of
parents 1llving inside the city limits and those 1living outside
the 1imits., The parents living inside the eity limits
responded in a similar fashlon as the teachers to the statew
ments regarding public relations practices in the high school,
but not t¢ the extent that the parents from within the limits
recorded.

Conslderable wvariation was found to exist between the
responses of mothers and fathers to statements concerning

public relations practices in the high school. The responses
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of the mothers were in accord with those of the teaching
staff, while those of the fathers were varied to anaaxt@ne
with those of the teachiers at the high school when 6cmparad
with the responses of the mg%hars. ’
» Both the responses of parents of the eiamenﬁary and
'ﬁgraduate-scheol level d;ffarad‘fram the raspanaea.qfqﬁha

" teachers 1in reference to public relablons practieﬁﬁ[inﬁﬁhe
high schools Those responses of parents of the high school
and college 1evailw§$a in accord with the responses of the
teachers, with a slightly higher accord existing between
the responses of parents of the high school level and those

of the taaahers‘
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
| iﬁ ﬁmmf

On the basis of the foregoing date the following
summary may be mades.

1. & majority of the parents were informed of the
grouping practices in the hﬁgh school, However, & large
minority lacked definite assurance of what the practices
of the high school were in reference to homogeneous groupe-
ing, while others were entirely uninformed,

2. The greatest mmber of parents appear to de
inf@rméd of the promotional practices ccourring in the
school., An absence of interpretation was evident in a few
cases, However, the responses of teachers and parents were
in general agreement but differed in intensity in regard to
the practice of passing students whether thelr work 1s good,
bad, or indifferent. The teachers indicated that this was
"seldom" the practice of the school, while a sogment of the
parents were of the opinion that the practice "never"
ogcurred in the high school,

3, In respect to disciplinery practices in the high
school, interpretation ranged from very good to very poor.
Parents were familiar with how the school handles students

who are considered to have "misbehaved," but a majority of
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the parents were uninformed concerning the amount of freedom
allowsd ehildren in the high sechool,

4., The extent fo which the marking practices were
interpreted to the parentg‘ﬁy the gchool varied according to
the stated practice the parent was asked to react te., A
high degree of interpretation existsd between the school and
the parents in reference to (1) the relilability of grades at

the high school, and (2) the effectivensss of the report to
parents of pupil progress in the school, However, a large
segment of parents were not informed of the purpoSe of giving
marks to students in the high school.

5. Adequate information in the area of individual
differenzes falled to reach a relatively large segment of
the parents, The particular areas where these inadequacies
were most apparent are as follows:

(1) The challenge of courses offered at the

high school %o the studentts ability.

{2) Requirements regarding the mastery of the

"thres Rfs." It would appeer that anyllﬁék of

interpretation in this partiocular area could be

partially traced to the lack of uniformity of the
teacheras? responses.

(3) Who decides what the children ave to
learn.

{(4) Who decides whalt subjects the student
is to take.
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In the other areas concerning individual differences,
interpretation was generally in evidence.

8. Evidencs of both good and poor interpretation was
found in the area of curriculum practices in the high school,
Parents eppeared well informed of the practices of the school
in reference to teaching children "how to think," "what is .
worth thinking about,” and something regarding responsibility
Apperent weakness in interpretation was found in practices
regarding homework, the amount of sufficient drill in the
high school, and particularly the practice of teaching .
children "what to think."

7+ It appesrs that less information has been made
avallable to the parents in the area of instruction than in
any of the other asreas investigated, Particularly poor
interpretation was found to exist in the area of sex eduda-
“tion practices in the school, where the majority of parents
were uninformed. Other large segments of parents, though not
majorities, were uninformed of the practices of the school in
{1) preparing students for jobs, (2) preparing students for
college, and (3) teaching the "three R's."™ A majority of
parents were informed of the practice of the school in
teaching "a sufficient smount of organized Mmowledge™i howsver,
evidence of poor -interpretation wes found smong a significant
number of parente in this area, The practice of the school in

preparing students for social living appears to have been
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given conslderable attention. Ferents vwere bestter informed
of this practice than asny of thé other practices that were
investigated.

8. Good interpretation appears to exist in the ares
of public relations, with just one small segment of the
parents of the opinion that the school did not keep them
informed.

9. Both parents living inside and outside the city
1limits were found to be squally well informed of the grouping
practices in the high school.

The mothers were slightly better informed of the
grouping practices in the high sehool than were the fathers.

Parents who had abteined the high school level were
better informed than any of the other classified groups of
parents; while the poorest interprétation appesared to exist
between the s¢hool and parents who hed not passed beyond the
elemontary achool level.

10, Parents living inside the cilty limits of Williema-
burg were.better informed of the promotional practices in the
high school then parents who reside outside the city limita.

¥others were better informed of the promotional
practlices in the high school than the fathers.

Parents who had attained the college level were better
informed of‘the promotional practices in the high school than
any of the other classified groups of parents, The poorest

interpretation was found to exist between the school and
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parents who had progressed no further then an elomentary
school sducation., Parents on the graduate level were little
better informed of the preomotional practices In the high -
school than the least informed .group of parents,

. 11, Parents living Inside and outside the city limits
were equally well informed of the diseiplinery practices in
the high school,

Fathers were not as well informed of the disciplinary
practices in the high school as the mothers.

College educated parents were better informed of the
diseiplinary practices in the high school than the parents of
the other three sducational levels. Parents with an elemenw
tary education or belew were the least informed, while poor
interpretation alse existed between parents of the gradugte
school level and the teachers at the high school.

12. Differences in interpretation between parents
living inside end outside the city limits and the high school
in reference to marking practices were negligible,

Hothers were found to be considerably bettor informed
of the marking practices in the high school than the fathers.
It was found ¢hat college educabed parents were

8lightly better informed of the marking practices in the

high school, while a large segment of parents who had ettainedl
the graduate school level were uninformed of the marking
practices in the high school.
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13. Parents living inside the eclty limits were better
informed of the practices regsarding individual differences in
the high school than parents living outslide the olty limits.

Mothers wore found to be much betbter informed of the
practices relating to individual differences than fathers.

Parents who had atteined the high school level were
conaiderably better informed of the practices in reference
to individuasl differences than any other group of parents.
Interpretation was poorest between parents who had not
excoeded the elementary school level and the teachers at the
high school,; while perents who had attained the graduate
level were also poorly informed.

14. Parents living inside the city limlts were slightly
better informed of the instructionsl practices in the high
school than parents living outside the city limits.

Mothars‘wer@ deocldedly better informed of the
instructionsl practices in the school than were the fathers,

Parents of the high sehool level were better informed
of the instructional practices in the sgchool than parents of
the elementary, college, or graduate levels, Parents with
graduate training woere found to be the poorest informed in
roference to this group of practices.

15, Differences in interpretation baetwsen parents
living inside and those living outside the oity limits and

the school in regard to curriculum practices were negligible,
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Mothers were slightly better informed of the
curriculum practices In the high school then were the
fathers,

College and high school trained parents were almoat
equally well informed of the curriculum practices in the
high school. Parents who had attained only the elementary
school level were the least informed of the four groups,
with a large segment of parents of the graduate level almost
as paérlw informed.

16. Parenta living inside the c¢ity limlits were slightly
better informed of the public relations practices than parents
living outside the eilty limits of Williamsburg.

Mothers wers conslderably better Informed of the
public relations practices in the high school than were the
fathers.

Parents who had sttained the high school level were
slightly better informed of the publle relations practices
in the high school than parents of the college level. Poorw
est interpretation existed between the school and parents of
both the elementary and praduste levels in regard to publie

relations practices.

II. CONCLUSIONS

1. In general, 1t would appear that the school keeps
the majority of parents informed of the practices In the
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' high school. However, somo weaknesses in interpretation wore
found to exlst in the areas of instructionsl, marking, and
diseipl&nary practices.,

2. Lwhe'oyiniana of parvents whose children attend
private schools tended to make interpretation sppear wesker
in a1l sarscas.

3« Parents living inslide the c¢ity limits of Williama~
burg were better informed of the practices in Matthew Whaley
High School in the areas investigated than parents living
outside the city limlts,

4. MNothers with children of high school age were
without exceptlion better Informed of the practices in the
hipgh school than wore fathers with children of high school
age.

5. High school trained parents were usually better
informed of the practices in the sghaal than the parents of
the other three educational levels, with parents who had
attained the college level almost a3 well informed,

6« Foorest interpretatlion was found to sxist among
parents who had attalined ?he elementary level and those

parents of the graduate level,

III. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUORTHER STUDY

It is the opinion of the investigator thet further
research in the following areas would be of value to (1) the
teachers, administrators of Matthew Whaley High School,



{2) the citizens of Willlemsburg, Virginia, and
(3) educators interested in improving the relstionship
between the school and community:

1. An inquiry inte the extent of agreement or
disagreement. of the community with the philosophy of
Matthew Whaley High School.

2. An eveluation of the Public Relations Program
at Matthew Whaley High School.

‘3.  An investligation into the extent of interpre-
tation of the elementary school in Williamsburg to the
school community. |

74
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APPENDIX A « QUESTIONNAIRE SUBMITTED TO THE
TEACHING STAFF OF MATTHEW WHALEY
HIGH SCHOOL AND PARENTS IN THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY WITH CHILDREN
OF HIGH SCHOOL AGE
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Please rcad cach of the feollowing statements carefully. Aftcr
ch: statement check that word which most ncarly gives your opinion of
at: you believe is .true of llatthew Whalcy iilghh School. For example,
Statement o, 1 (below) if you believe thot brisght and dull students.
most always attend classes tomctbcr at Matthew "haley liish school,
ace an "X' next to the words "almost always.” There is also a space
ovided below cach statemeont headed "COMMTITS” where you might wish
. explain the choice you havce made,

-Brisht and dull gtudents attend classes tosether.
nTnost dlanUN' Froequently ‘Scldom lever Don't lnow
COMMTITTS ¢ ¥ — - - __

Studcnts are promotcd at tho end of each year recardless of
whether their schoolwork is good, bad, or indiffcrent.

Admost always___ Frequuntlv Soldom licver Don't know
COIMENTS ¢ . - "—' T

Thce school requires too much homecwork,
Almost always_ Frequently Selcdom Hever Don't know _
COMMEIITS

Crades (marks) are given according to the amount of subjoct
mabter lcocarncd.

Almost always___  Frcquently Scldom Nevor Don't know
COMMEINTS ; - - o

If thc student misbchaves, discipline follows immcdiately.
Almost always__ Frocquontly Seldom Mover__ Don't lmow___
COIMIBUTS 5 - -

Discipline 1s harsh at Matthew %halcy iliich School.
almost always__ Prequontly Sceldon Fover Don't know
COMILNTS

‘

The report to parcnts (of sradesg) gives a good picturce of how woll
the pupil is doina in school.

Almost always Freocguontly Scldom llever Don't know
COMMENTS 3 “"‘ “" _‘ T

The student must master the requircd subjccts or repcat thoe
subjccts,

Almost always___ Frogquontly Scldom Hewver Don't kmow__
COMMENTS 3 T ““‘ "'

The courscs offered at the I igh School arc a rcal challengc to
the student's ability. ’

Almost alvayg Froquently Scldom Hover Don't Iknow__
COMIENTS ¢ — - -



3.

2

)

Students do what thecy arc interested in doing,
threc R's (rcading,
Frecquently

to study the
Almost always__
COMIMENTS

e

writing,
Scldom

Students arc taught rosponsibility.

Almest always
COMMEITS s """

Frcquently

Students arc allowed to do what
Froquently

Almost a7ways
COMMENTS ¢

Students are taught
Almost alwavv
COMEILNTS . —

what 1
ue

s
Froguent

tly___

Studconts arc taught
Almost always
COMIILNTS 3

The pupilts progrc
Alrmost always
COMMENTS s —

ScT dom
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and are not forccd
arithmetic).

Mover Don't Imow

they plcase

Seldomm

Selcdom

how to think,
Freguently

Seldom

ss in school is shown by
F'requently

Scldom

worth thinkine about.

Noever__ Don't kmow
Never _ Don't kmew
flover__ Don't know__
Hever__ Don't know

' he mets.
r Don't know

The amount of drill nccessary to mastcr the throe R's is

sufficicnt ot the hish school.

Alwost always__ Froquently = Seldom
COMMENTS ¢ '
Studcents lceorn to get along cially,
~ Alwmost alwayg__ brcouunfly Scldom m__
COMMENTS ‘ '
The toachers decide what the childreoen aro

Almost always__ Froequently Seldom
COMMIEIITS ¢ — o

Students arc taught thc thrce R's,

Almost always___
COMMEIITS ¢

A student is
days.

Almost always
COMMINTS 3 B

Frecquently

Froquently

Seldon

Soldomn_

Hever Don't know

Don't know

i

ar
Lover
ean

to learn,
ilever Don't Ilmow
Hover Don't lmow_

—

kept with his own asc group through his hish school

llcvor Don't lmow___
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Puyils &nd"toacbors tosether plan what the studcentg will study.
Almost always Froguently Scldom Hevor Don't lmow .
COMIiNTS ¢ ‘

Classos arc scoparated into groups of slow and fast learners.
A}mpst always Froquently Scldom.  Hever Don't know
COMMELITS '

The high school does a good job of preparing for collcesmc those
children who havce the ability.

Llmost always Frcocquoently Seldom Never Don't know
COMMTITS 5 = — - "'" T

The school cooperatces with the homeo.
Almost always Froguently Seldom Hover Don't know_
COMMENTS ¢ '

anse

The studcnts dcecide what subjccts thoy want to study.
almost always Froquently Scldom Never Don't know
COMMLNTS s - '

Sstudeonts arc taught what to think.
almost always Freguently Scldom Hover Don't know
COMIILIITS ¢

The school preparcs the students for jobs.
[dmost always Froquontly Scldom Nover Don't know_
COMMENTS ¢ '

The chief purposc of siving marks (grading) is to creato
compctition among studonts.

Almost always .. Fregquontly — Scldom Nover.  Don't lkmow
COLHLHTS ¢ T "" “‘

Scx cducation is tausht in all sradcs in the hisgh school as tho
ncod ariscs. .

Llmost always Froquontly Seldom__ Hever_ ~ Don't know
COVRILHTS 2 — o |

The¢ coursces that pupils study at Matthcw Whalcy Tilgh School are
too casy,

Almost always Froquontly  Seldom__ Never_ Don't lmow,
COMIENTS : T

.

Studonts arc taught a sufficicnt amount of orsanizced knowledge.
almost always Frcquently Scldom Hover. Don't lmovs
COMMELITS ¢
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2¢  An cxcoptionally bright child may skip a gradc if he is choad
of his owvm amc group.
Almost always Frcquently Scldom Never__ Don't know__
COMMEIITS ¢ '

5. The high school kcops parchts informcd abeut what is soing on
in the school.
almost always Frecguently — Scldom Nover Don't know

COLMENTS : - T

t.  Students are tausht somcthing rogarding the rights of othors.,

Almost always Frcoquently Scldom Hover Don't lmow__
COMLTLNTS ¢

5 The students decide what they want to study in cach subject nrca.
Almost always I'rcguontly 3cldon Nevoer Don't know_
COMLIBHTS »

87 Y TRV R VR VRN, Y S V' a2 (Y2 LY IR RNy LYK ¥} (YR VS
b A W T W e W W W el A o W W W

t would help a lot in our undcrstanding of your thinkine if youlll
st take a gocond more to jot down a word or two about yoursclf:

alce Femalo

zcupation (what yvou do for a living)

Insidec the city limits
Outside the city limits

acre do you livae?

N

aat was the highost grade you attaincd in school: (circle the numbor

Iiigh School Collacac Graduatc Wos
78 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 o

| jal
T2 35Z5

o what hish school dogs your child go?
Matthcew "halcy Walsinagham Acadomy Other private schuch
Wot in school

hat gradc is your child enrollcd in at the prosent timec: (circlc Lro
Humboi

Elcocmoentary liigh School
123450678 9 kO 11 12

hat is your rclaticn to the child?
Hother father Othor




APPENDIX B -~ LETTER SUBMITTED WITH QUESTIONNAIRE
T0 PARENTS IN THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY .
WITH CHILDREN OF HIGH SCHOOL AGE



APPRWDIX G - TABLES PRESENTING TOTAL AND
' CLASSIPIED RESPONSES OF PARENTS
AND TEACHERS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
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To_ Parents with Children of High School Age:

Enclosed you will find a questionnaire concerning
Matthew Whaley High Schoeol. I am a graduate student at
the College of Willlam and Mary, and have developed this
gquestionnaire in an effort to ﬁiaabv&r what you belleve
are the practices at Matthew Whaley High School. Educa-
tional leaders 1in both the community and the c¢ollege have
expressed a real interest in this study.

The few minutes you take to complete the enclosed
questionnalre could very casily contribute %o a closer
relationshlp between you and your school, which of course
is desired by both the parents and school personnel,

As this investigation 1s concerned only with the
combined opinions of all parents with children of high
school age, your name 1s not requested, nor will it bde
used In connection with any part of this study.

, The questlons are sbout the high school only. Please
put the completed questionnaire in the enclosed addressed and
stamped envelope and return it at your earllest convenlence.
Your cooperation in returning this questliomnaire promptly 1is
garnestly requested, as the time spent by me in personally
calling for those not returned would be great.

Sincerely,

Robert W, Ward
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TABLE X
TOTAL RESPONSES OF THE MATTHEW WHALEY

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHING STAFF TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
BY NUMBER AND PER CENT

| ~ETrosE » e -
Qﬁﬁgﬁig“ Alwayg Freq. ﬁaldam Nevgr, goutt
1 13 764 5 17.6 1 58 0 O 0 O
2 2 11,7 3 17.6 10 58.8 0 ©0 ©0 0O
3 © 0 1 5.8 14 82.3 1 5.8 1 5.8
4 9 52,9 3 17.6 2 11.7 2 11.7 1 5.8
5 7 41,2 8 #7.1 2 11,7 0 O O O
& 0 0 0 0 11 64.7 6 36,5 0 O
7 12 7.5 5 20,4 0 0 © O O 0
8 9 52,9 1 5.8 4 28,5 0 0 3 17.6
& 10 58.8 7 41.2 0 O O O O O
10 2 11,7 2 11.7 5 20.4 4 23.5 4 23,5
11 7 4.2 8 &1 2 1.7 9 o 0 o
12 0 4 25,5 7 41.2 4 23.5 2 11.7
13 11 64,7 3 176 0 o o o 3 17.e
1 7 41.2 8 47.1 2 117 0 O 0 O
15 7 412 7 41.2 3 17.6 0 O 0 O
16 7 41,2 4 23,5 8 17.6 0 ©O0 O O
17 12 70.5 5 29.4 0 ©0_ O O O O
‘18 5 29.4 10 58.8 1 5.8 0 O O O
19 9 52,9 6 35,8 1 5.8 0 O 1 5.8
20 10 58.8 7 4.2 0 0 ©0 0O O O
21 4 23,5 12 70,5 1 68 0 O 0O O
22 0 0 1 5,8 11 €4.7 3 17.6 2 1.7
26 14 82,3 2 11,9 0 0 6 0 1 5.8
24 16 9.1 © O © O O O 1 5.8
25 8 47.1- 7 41.2 1 58 0 0 1 5,8
26 1 5.8 4 25,5 9 52,9 2 11.7 1 5.8
27 6 35,3 7 41,2 3 17.6 1 6.8 0 O
28 © 0 ©0 0 5 29,4 12 70,6 0 O
29 5 29.4 8 47,1 2 11.7 ©0 0 2 11,7
30 © 0 1 5,8 14 82.3 0 O 2 11,7
31 9 52.9 5 29.4 ©0 O O O 3 17,6
52 6 0 4 23.5 6 35.3 0 0 7 41.2
33 9 52,9 4 23,8 1 5.8 0 0 3 17.6
3¢ 12 70,5 4 23,5 0 O 1 5.8 0 O
35 ©o o 9 52,8 6 36,3 0 0 2 11,7

NOTE: The total teacher response wag 17.



TABLE XI

Q@QAL RESPONSES OF PARENTS @@ THE QUESTIONNAIRE
BY NUMBER AND PﬁR CENT

_1 » - ﬁ _ ':;”’ -
Statement Aimwa Freq, &eldam ﬂbver

77 sa,s 17 14.6 4 3.4 o o .
12 1053 19 1643 38 32,7 26 22.4
4 3.4 23 10.8 56 48,2 22 18,9
57 49.5 20 17.2 11 9.4 6 5.1
B0 43:1 27 32:2 16 13,7 O O
1 0iB6 2 1.7 44 37.8 55 47.4
70 60.3 19 1643 11 9,4 6 5.1
68 58,6 12 12,1 10 8.6 2 1.7
46 39.6 35 30.1 10 8,6 6 5il
27 23,2 26 22.4 20 17.2 19 16453
62 53.4 25 21.5 16 13,7 0 O
11 9.4 38 32,7 27 23.2 16 15.7 2 p
13 B7 49.1 27 23.2 10 846 ..1 0.86 21 18,1
54 46+5 20 25,0 16 18,7 1 0.86 16 13,7
67 S57.7 24 20.6 9 7.7 2 1.7 14 12.1
33 28,4 18 15,5 23 10.8 O 7.7 33 28.4
er 75,0 18 15,5 1 0.86 0 O 10 8.6
5
7
5
4

$t ot :.
SHOODIG MBI |

ot
W

T37 31.8 34 29,3 15 12,9 5.1 24 20.6
51 ésﬁg 18 15,56 22 18,0 4.3 ‘ 20 17.2
45 38,7 35 30,1 © 7.7 6.03 20 17.2
43 37,06 32 27.5 16 137 5 4.3 20 17.2
12 1043 15 12.9 42 36.2 24 20,6 25 19.8
52 44,8 28 24,1 19 16,83 3% 2.6 14 12,1
71 8l.2 23 19.8 12 &9.3 I 086 9 7.7
11 8.4 16 13,7 26 22.4 24 20.86 39 33.6
30 26,5 57 49,1 10 8.6 O O 19 16.3

6 5.1 12 10:.3 22 18,9 65 47.4 21 18.1
16 13,7 18 15:5 19 1643 10 8.6 53 45.6

4 3»4 18 15.56 53 45.6 18 15¢5 23 10.8
11 9 % 24 20.6 29 Eﬁiﬂ 14 12.1 38 32,7
58 50&0 27 23:2 16 13.9 5 &,3 10 8.6
73 62,9 16 13,7 8 6,8 0 O 19 16.3
18 18.9 41 3544 21 18.1 7 6.03 32 2%.5

AR R AR LT A 3

NOTE: The total parent response was 116.
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TABLE XIX

CLASSIFIED RESPONSES OF PARENTS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE

éﬁét@ﬁenx - mﬁ?arangakbiving£  - GuAF&ganh$ &1ving 
Tumber g g LG outende ORty Lolbe k-

8
10
7

5 10 19 9 19

o 12 =28 10 27

29 18 % ;4
3 15. 7
0o 2 g1
3 10 6
B2 9 8
19 27 4
10 13 19 10
11 30 19 7
12 6 16- 16
13 28 17. 6
14 27 17 8
15 3 156 5
16 17 15 13
17 4¢ 11 1
18 19 17 10
19 27 9. 15
20 28 235 2
21 23 18 13
22 6 8 21
23 25 17 10
24 %6 15 6
28 21 25 8
26 & 10 17
27 10 34 6
28 4 6 13
29 7 9. 14
30 3 15 24
31 20 21 7
32 9 14. 18
33 29 17 8
34 % 10 6
6 25 11

3711 3 0 10 “ 8 1
4

L
O+ i
ﬁamﬂﬁagd

o
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b

e

b R
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o
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o ot
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22 14

2 10

29 10

34 7

15 9 16
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_ Lol
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NOTE: The totel resporise was 1ll6.
Sixty~one of the totel reasponses (52%) were
made by parente living ingide the city limitsg
fifty~five of the responses (48%) were made
by perents living outside the clity limits.
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TABLE XIII

CLASSIFIED RESPONSES OF PARENTS TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
ACCORDING TO THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD

Statement MOTHER

‘Nuab T e FATHER _
‘,R#mﬁér s ¥ 85 N DK -

iy

ig
11
5
14
15
8
5
12
11
15 |
7 14
12 5
18 13
10 14
8 16
22 8
7 22
14 11
i¢. 15

9 :
11 6
13 2
6 10
5 11
8 11
23 3
12 6
13 3
36 4

14 3
18 iz
7
35

(o 2NN

53 11 2
4 12 30
4 16 43

30 12 7

&7 17 9
i1 37

52 11 7

49 11 6

34 26 6

10 19 19 14

11 4 19 8

12 6 32 19

13 40 18 5

14 9 19 10

16 25 12 15

18 26 24 11

19 3 10 17

20 34 23 6

_ 8
22 10 9 33
23 42 18 12
24 56 13 4
25 B34 27 9
26 ‘6 11 2
27 22 38 6
28 3 8 15
29 0O 14 18
30 1 13 40
31 29 24 9
32 4 15 22
33 42 21 8
34 56 4] 3
35 13 32 13

N
[

o
w300 109

N
j
OO NWO =g

e

BHANROBHOOQCOMIMOWUKROO
ot

OOID UMD GO
o

R 2l P el T L
VIO OOODO ?
-t
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o S - 1
SnoBOROEINOR |H

w
ot
i
o
Hano

$
o

ok
CUGUOPHPVOO PO ID OV OLIRDROOIONOHFDOE IO

N A
SORRODORONOHBOBHHDONDMHWHOOMOMG

#
i

B ,
WNOHPOOBWOIVOO

b _ 4
GUOIROPABLONIP-IXVWIRORHUOUIIDNNBROOD

P i
10 16
18 2

GAIOVHODIAIIPTAOOOORHR

B i

NOTE: The total response was 111,
Pive questionnaires were not used as they
wore answered by both the mother and father.
Seventy~eight of the total reponses (70%)
were made by mothers: thirty-three of the-
resporses (30%) were made by fathers.



86



e TABLE XIV..

G&ﬁ%&IFXEE RESPQKsES OF PARENTS TO THE QﬂE&?EQNﬁAKRE
TR QCCQRDIﬁG TO THEIR EDUCATIONAL LEVE& o

St&tamems EI.E%&XEN’I‘&RK | ﬁmzi seﬁa@n
e ’m N SN ﬁx* TEET
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%
<3
©

S e

#mwmﬁﬁa@mmm&gmmmﬁmmﬁmwaﬁmmﬁmwmﬁm@mw
Pt
3
PORUONNDOWNODHHOPVD RO G D0 G
-

maéwéwoa»awwmmw@apwawwe@wgycwpwaéwé_
w@m#@m@wﬁﬁwﬁcé@&owﬁ@m@@@umﬁ@##s@%&wv

o = fut
Bammaeﬁ¢mmqmwwqﬁ$$

b\
o
[w
-
.mwé&¢'<-

ﬁQTEa: ‘The tatal respunse WS 10%‘, Fiva quesﬁionnaires.
-were answered jointly. and were therefore not walid. .
' four parents failad to indicate their bducational
lﬁ?ﬁlo ;
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CLASSIFIED RESPONSES OF PARENTS 70 THE Qﬁfﬁ@i@ﬁﬁaiﬂﬂ
&Q@Qﬁﬁlﬁﬁ TO THEER EEﬁﬁ&TIGN&L LEVEL

ﬁtatamsnﬂ  } N @QELEQE o

o v Gﬁ&ﬁﬂ&ﬂﬁ N
““Mbﬁr Y S SO N .V S A ﬂ;:ﬁﬂr‘
1 1 7 3 o0 8 . 5 o0 o0 1
2 3 9 9 7 & 3 3% 1 .3 4
3 1 7 20 4 g ©c 6 & 2 1
4 4 10 5 2 5 3 4 2. 1 4
B 12 10 7 0 B 8 3 3 o 4
6 0 i 16 15 2 1 0 3 8" 2
7 1 5 8 2 3 " 2 3 1 1
B 16 & 7 4] 7 2 3 4 O 4
9 11 13. 5, h X 4 1 5 3 1 4
- 10 K:] 13 1o 2 3 3 3 2 O 6
11 17 8 & o 5 2 & 3 0 4
12 2 15 7 3 Vi 3 4. 2 0 5
13 13 11 5 ©0 8 5 3 1 1 6
14 iz B 6 o 8 2 &4 2 1 3
15 7w 9 4 o0 & 5 3. 2 1 B
16 8 7 7 5 ] 2 2 % 1 - B
17 23 a O 4] 3 & 4 0 0 4
18 5 16 6 0 7 4 3 1 2. &
19 12 8 9 1 4 4 1 4 0 5
20 14 11 X 2 %] 153 B 1 &) B
21 ¢ 12 7T 1 5 4 2 3 2 3
22 2 6 15 5 & 1 1 5 2 5
25 5 7 7 1 4 i 2z 2 ‘2. &
24 20 8 =2 1 3 8 2 2 o0 .2
25 14 10 4 O 6 1 6 3 0 4
26 1 4 12 & 13 1 2 4 8] 7
27 6 18 6 0 4 i 7 1 0o 5
28 4] a9 7 19 ) Q 1 3 B 5
29 2 S 5 3 19 S 4] 5 2 6
30 o 5 19 3 7 3 2 B 2 4
31 9 11 5 1 8 4 2 4 o 4
32 3 6. 10 & 12 4 1 4 © 5
33 16 7 8 o0 3 5 & 2 .8 2
34 1 7 38 o B n =2 2 o0 3
35 3 10 R’ 1 i1 ¢ ] 5 3 2 4

?iftean Tesponses il&%) wore made by parents 6f the
‘elementary level; forty-four respohses’ (42%) were

made by parents of the high school levelj thirty-

four regponses (31%) were made by
collsge levely fourteen regponasss
by parents on the graduate level.

yarents of the
[13%) were made
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