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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Statement of the problem, A4 study of the individuals

who left school prior to graduation in one city in Virginia
is the problem of the writer,

Purposs of the study. Specifically, the subject of

this study is the drop-out pupils from the Buena Vista High
School with the particular objectives:

1. To find out why éome pupils drop out of school
prior to graduation.,

2. Tu‘dévelcp the general characteristics of-the
- drop~out as he appsars in the City of Buena Vista in order
that the potential drop-out might be recognized by the
faculty,.

3. To find out in what respects érapwﬁuté.ara like
or unlike pupils who remain in school until graduation.

L. To recommend ways in which the holding power of

the school could be increased.

Significance of the study. Todsy, demacracy, the

worth of the individual, and the American way of life are
being challenged and tried more rigorously than ever before.

It therefore becomes increasingly important that Amerdcan
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youth be educated for the responsibilities and activities of
an effective citizen, Nevertheless, during the yesr 1950,
there were in the United States 741,000 youth from ages
twelve through seventeen who were not in $ch001.1 It has
boen estimated that the quoted figure fopr 195Q;yau1d even
increase to 2,504,000 by 1960 unless the trend is checked,?
Bach school division then must accept as its particular role
the extension of its facilities to every youth within its

boundariessi

Setting of the study: Buena Vista, a city of 5,219
people, 1s essentially a manufaeturing town: The principal
industries and the number they employ are: silk mills, 308;
tannery, 803 paper mill, 96; extract, 52; and a stationery,
80, Fifteen miies away 1s a rug factory which employs 2,200
paaple, 700 being from Buene Vista. Unemployment haé not
been a problem; Buena Vista rates améng_the.si#,citiaa in
Virginia having the lowest unemployment rate. .Table I ghows
the average number employed and average salarfﬂyav'WQek of

thefﬁerkera in the industries.,

lrederal Security Agency, Why Do g z and Ginia rop
OQut of School, and What Can We Do about It? (Washington,
Da gé. “United States Government ?rinbi fice, *950),
P 20

2rp1d.



TABLE. I
EMPLOYMENT DATA FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS IN BUENA VISTA .

o S ) - . Ave, salary
"*Industries ' No. ém layad o or week

_A9h8 1ol 1950 191; 1949 1950
Bernson Mifis, The. T o

(silk mill) 125 135 ;&8 %65 ~§70  $75
Mallison Fabrics ﬂarp. i ;

{s1lk mill) 130 130 130 65 10 .75
Leas and McVitty Tannery 82 90 100 50 55 60
Leas and McVitty Extract 65 65 52 50 55 60
Prank M. Sayford Co. v : M

{gtationery) ... 80 80 80 .30' 35 " Lo
Piedmont Paper Gampany 0 0 90 0 50
James Lees Co. (rug ‘ | : e

faetary)~»mota1 1900 191l 2200 ‘:70 75 . 80

600 650 700 0 8o

~~Buena Vista

‘Buena Vista, although an industrial town, has edu-
cational advantages within its reach which are unexcelled by
many larger cities. Within a radius of seventy-five miles
are many institutions of higher learning, as well as trade,
industrial, and commercial schools. Among them are: Southern
Seminary and Junior College located in Buena Vista; Washington
and Lee University and Virginia Military Institute in
Lexington (6 miles); University of Virginia at Charlottes-
ville (70 miles); Madison Galiege in Harrisonburg (60 miles);
Sweet Briar College invAmhars&l£39 m;ieg); Randolph-~Macon
Women's Collége in Lynchburg (50 milés); Hollins, College in
Roanoke (SQ miles); Bridgewater College in Bridgewater (60

miles). Thére are several business ¢olleges located in
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Steunton, Lynchburg and Roanoke, all within fifty-five miles
of Buena Vista. At Fisheraville, fortyfive miles away, the
State Board of Educstlon operates a reglonal trade and voca-
tibn&l.scﬁao; with courses in Qqéméﬁéxugy,‘watahémaking,
-auto repairing,, brick@gying_{-smat metal work, radlo .
repairing,. ané businEQSy

- The public Sﬁhaﬁl syatem in Buana Vista 1s & tightly

knib system cantaining ﬁhirty teachers, workiug in one
building, under the direction of a principal who is also
superintendent. of school, The system 1s directly respon-
sible to & school board of sixz members who are elected by
the city council. The training of the eleven high school
and rineteen alemeﬁtary teachers 1s,repraaenteé in the

following tables,

TABLE II
TRAXNENG OF TEAGBEBS IR BEENA VISTA PUBLIC SSHQOLB
194859
: 8 degrae , , 43
Wbrking for. - ‘ o
bachelor!s degree 5 , 5 16.7
Masterts. degree ' 2 2 6.7
Working for g
masterts degree } 1 1 3.3
IBmergency certificate 9 9 30.0




'f”“i' TABLE III

TRAIRING oF TE&GHQRS IN BUENA VISTA PUBLIQ SCHGOLS:
| 19h9~50 |
S ' . Total
s Training Elementary High schaei Wo@ . Per cent
.Bachalor's degrea - 5 £ o _HJL1;= 37.9
ﬁWOrking for S ST
7 bachelor's degree 6 . - L 20.7
:Master's degree . - fvgm‘gl.ﬂ' 2. 3 10.3
‘Working fop S . -
'‘masterts degree. CE e 3,73 . .10.3
.,Emergenay certificate b 62037

~ The school enrallmﬁnt for ‘the 19h8~l9h9 ‘session was
1, 071, which inalu&eﬁ 83& alementary students and 2h1 ‘high
schéal stu&ents§3 ﬂuring the 1949-50 session there were
.1,039 stnﬁents ‘enrolled, 829 being in tha elem$ntavy school
and 210 in-the high 30h001,h There were twenty*six ava11~'
able classroams with an averaga of forty pupila per room.
uThe educatianai program prcvid&a an eleven yﬁar course of
“@stud;; amcng the high achcol coursaa available arez h yaara
,of Engliah, 5 yeara af mathamatica, 2 yuars of Latin, 2 -
“yeavs af French, & yearﬂ of saianee, h yea?s ar histn%y, l %
year nf geography, an& 3 years of home eaonomica for girls.

‘.The three years of’home eeangmias for girls are the cnly

‘ - . L
R o CR R TR P
N

TR 3Annua1 Heport of the Superintendent af Fublic
InstructTon of the Commonwealth of Virginia, XXXII. (Richmond,
Végginia: DivisTon of Purchase and Printing, 19&9), pps 70,

2 "

hAnnual ort of the Superintendent of Public
InstruetIon OF | he Commonwealth of Virginia, XALiLl (RAichmond,
gggginia: Division of Purchase and Printing, 1950), pP. 57,
*
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vocational courses offered.. The physical educational pro-
gram also 1s limited, since there is no gymnasiwn, Among
the extra-curricular activities offered are: Beta Club,
Monogram Club, football, baseball, Band, Glee Club, Library
Glub,'ﬁaﬁefﬁcgnomi¢§.éiub, and Junior gédiﬂrésgﬂwérk;: ’

o fhe‘schaal,system does not provide an argénigad pro=
gran of guidance, It is the responsibility of each member
of tha.fééulty;ta know the pupils, to know thelr baakgragnd,
to knéw,their,pes§~schaal plans, and then to coordinate ali‘(
the agencies that play a part in the education of the youthww
the aghoqlm{the homé,.tha church.,

According to the attendance law, & student must
attend school un%il he 1s sixteen unless it be recommended
by the principal, superintendent of scheools, and the juvew
nile judge that he can no longer receive any benefits from
the school, in which case he,méy leave at the age of
fourteen., o

The recreational facilitieﬁ avaiiable to students in
Buena Vista‘afe yenx;li@itad; :The public school system
operates a recreational room in the school basement which is
open two evenings each week during the winter for a limited .
nther‘df gamaé and dancing. This center is used frequently
by tﬁa sf%den@a_sgnqg3no}0ther facilities are made ava;lable
to them bf the community, business 1nduatrieé,‘er churches.,

Buena Viata.ls located in the George Washington
National_ﬁqpa5§‘wh1¢ﬁ has provided opportunities for hunting,:



hiking, fishing, and scouting. Seventeen miles away the-
Forest Service has provided swimming and picnicking
facilities. ‘Bby‘and-Girl'ﬁcoﬁﬁ?mraﬁps are. sponsored by the
Lionts -Club and Woman's Club, respectively.

scépe an&’limitatianbdf the study. ﬁuriﬁg the past.

ten yearg approximately'13>3 par aant of the high school
enrollment withdrew prior to graéuation. While this pere
contage is_smail it is.toc 1arge,to be overlooked; thus, the
‘need for such a siﬁdyvéan be iéﬁognizada

This study will be limited to the 51 drop-outs in the
high saho&l‘and the 66,gradu§tea during the school segssions
|19h8~19h9 and 19&9~1950. The graduates wore studied in
ordep that tha writer might detarmine in what reapacts the
drop»outs are lika or unlike the pupils who completed the

required course of study.

Definition of terms, The term drop-out will be used

to refer to the individual who left school prior to graduw
ation from the eleventh grade. The. term withdrawal will
also be uged to refer to the individual who left school
prior to graduation and will not include those students who
transferred to another school system. o

The term graduate will be used to refer to the indi
vidual who remained in school and campleted'the course of .

study required for graduation,
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.Sources of information and procedures., The principal

of the high schonl provided the writer with the names of the
pgpxls;wnoihaé withdrawn: andﬁthe ngmﬁ§’9£~the-gggdnaheg
du@;@g}thgﬂggriodsﬁelg¢teq for the study. The school _.
recaﬁds of‘éaeh.atudent wgﬁg;thenhaxamiggéwfbr-a&l avalle
abla abjeative data, - ‘ |
S After examining the 'sehool records, a visit was made

tb‘%ne homie of each atudent'fer an interview. ' Whan it was
impossible to 1ntervmew ‘the student, a family member or one
¢1agelyyaa$ccigﬁa&-wiphﬁgnﬁ,stnéant:was,v;g;@ad¢ The Super~
inteéndent of A.th_e',i?e,pm?mant&af Public Welfare provided the
infdrmatibn‘ﬁonaarning the relief status of each of the
familles considered, '.

In sbtaining the desired information a personal data
.sheet prepared by the writer was used, The three factors
studied wevah' individual factors~wage at time of leaving
school, sex, hesalth, amplaymanﬁ status, and intelligance,
6ducational raatorswwattandanea, ‘enrollment status, school
progress, participation in school activities; family factors—-
mar&tal status of parents, size of family, sducation of
-parents, eeonomia status of famlly.

,mha_ur&tarkgagurgd&khe data, assembled and tabulated
1%, glving an. 3.318&‘;‘131{@?&;#}&0;1 of the findings, On tho basis
of these findings, ponelgsggns were ﬁréﬁp_aﬁ&‘raeammendatiqns

made.



Chapter argénization*'wé’raview;aflliﬁeraturé

related to the problem is included in:Chapter II. Chapter
III is a presentation of the findings of the study;
Chapter IV, an interpretation. Chapter V gives the con-

cluslons and recommendations,



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Several decades ago secondary schools devoted theipr
attention almost exclusively to the vollege preparation of
boys and girls. Today, however, they are being called upon
to provide effeative training for a relatively unselected
group, the majority of whom will probebly never attend
colleges Thus, the fundamental objective of secondary edu-
cation has been altered.l

The extent to which th% present offerings of the
gecondary schools are providing profitable activities for an
increasing number of students with an expanding range of
interests, capacitles, and needs might be measured by a
study of early school leavers. That early school leaving is
a problem 1s evident from the number of gtudles that have
been made in the area.

A gtudy of 1,300 early school leavers was made by the
National Child Labor Committee in an effort to determine why
many boys and girls leave school before egmplating thelr
high school course. The study was undertéken in the belief

that once the basic remsons that prompt such a decision are

Lauth B, Bekert and Thomas 0. Marshall, When Youth
%8%§§ &&§Q§l (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, IncC.,
» Do D
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underatood, preventive measures can be developed, In inie
tiating the study, the ﬁatianal Child Labor Committee
selected representative arosa*seetiona of the population in
respect to soelal, economlec, recial and e&uaatipnal backe
ground, including small towns and rural areas as well as
the large metropolitan centers,

By means of school records, subjective opinions of
teachers, and interviews, it was concluded that students
leave school prlor to graduation for the following raaaous:2

Frequeney no, Per cent

Reasons relating to school

Preferred work to school 342 36
Was not interested in school 10k 11
Could not learn and was

discouraged ' 66 7
Was failing and did not want

to repeat grade 5 6
Disliked a certain teacher 47 5
Disliked a ¢ertaln subject 3 30 3
Could learn more out of sahaal 16 N

than in school
Financisl reasons
Needed money to buy clothes ’
and help at home il 15
Wanted spending money 55 6

Personal reasons

111l health - Lo 5
Friends had left school 29 3
Parents wanted youth to leave

- school 20

QHarald Js» Dillon, Berly School Leaverg-~A lajor
Rducatlonal Problém (New York: Ratianal Child Labor Come

mittee, E‘HQ): Pp. U49-50.
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' The majority of thééé'iéa&éra'terminatea‘fheir'échdbla
ing prior to eompleting the tenth gra&a, 5& par cent leaving
at the age of sixteen and aé-per cont leaving at the age of
seventeen, The boys constitutéd S per cent’ of early
leavers; the girls, L6 pér cent.

The school leavers had transferred frequently from
one ‘school to another, two thirds'hav1ngféﬁans:erréd three
ar’mbrefﬁi&es,VQxcluéive of the normal progresas trensfer.
Failura of aubjeets and repatibion of gradas had been expori-
enced by the majority.

As a result of the study, the following symptoms of
vulnerability to early school leaving were given.3 First,
fairly consistent repression in scholarship from elementary
to junior to senior high schools Second, frequent grade
fellures in the elementary school. Fourth, marked regression
in attendance from elﬁ@enﬁéry to junior to senior high
school. Fifth},fraquenﬁ transfers from one school to
another. Sixth, evidence of a feeling of insecurity or
“lack of belonging" in school. .Seventh, marked .lack of
interest in school work.

The American Youth Commission of the American Councll
on Educatlon has also made & study of the conditions and

attitudes of 13,528 young people between the ages of sixteen

_31bid., p. 82,
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and twenty-four in the State of Marylend, The purpose of.
this study, which is probably one of the most comprehensive
of its kind ever undertaken, was to discover the essential
néedsigf youth, end, once these discoverles were made, to
rocommend how their needs might best be met,

Howard M, Bell gives & report of this study in his

book, Youth Tell Their Story. - According to Bell, the most
pressing problems. of these youth are:h :

1, Employment. For thousands of. youth, this means
getting a job. For many others, 1t means a wage that
will provide both.an acceptable standard of living, and

" an opportunity to pravida for future years.

24 E&ueatign. For 1arge numbers who have been
forced out of school for economic ressons, this means
‘the creation of a less fictitlous equality of oppor-
tunity, and, for many others who are still in school,
it means an educational program that is more clearly in
harmony with thelr interests and needs. :

3.+ . Recreation. For no less than millions of young

people, this calls for an awskening on the part of com=
munities to the soclal as well as: the personal values
of healthful and satisfying recreation, and a determie
nation to develop lelsure~time programs that will aot
only absorb energies that often lead to delinquent

- behavior, but which also add something valuable to the
spiritual stature of those who participate in them.

The atudy also gives the factors which affecbed the
amount of schooling the youth received. The first factor
was racej the probability that a Negro youth will not go
beyond the eighth grade was twioce as great as 1t was for the

hHoward ¥, Bell, Youth Tell Thelr Story {(Washington,

hﬂoward M. Bell, Youth Tell Thelr Ster {Washington,
American Council on Education, 193 Phe 25h~5§

[
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khitgi“”Sédond;'ﬁhe‘ralieffa%étns,:63 per cent of ‘the youths *
whﬁéé"fhmiiiaé were on relief feiled to go beyond the eighth
grade§ fhird;Vééx, a larger proportion af*ﬁbya than giélé
failed. to go beyond the eighth grade. Fourth, the larger
the family, the greater the probablllty was that the youth
would 1eaVevéchdal-aarly; Pifth, the ocauﬁaéidn,bf the
father, two out of evary~thrée‘whoééﬁfathérs were unskilled
laborers failed to go beyond the eighth grade, while only
one out of every thirteen of the children:of fathers éhggged
in the professions falled to go beycﬂdfﬁhe elementary school
levels, ) |

The NEA News gives another.study of why students drop
out’ of school befbre_thayAgraduﬁta in the Syracuse, New York,
public school. Of the 49,383 ninth grade students registered
from October, 1928 through October, 1946, Ll per cent did not
graduate, These‘stu&eﬁts,,repbeséntigg.al; of the major
cccupational,graupa‘1nﬂthe.¢1£y;,gav¢'the following reasons
for witndréwélq_;nlgrder of phgir,fréquéﬁ;yé, dissatisfac-
tion with school, inability to discern thei:eiationgnip
between school subjects and. future occupations, over age for
the grede, inabllity to get along with teacher;%inability to
learn, failure of school to offer sultable subjects, lack of

sufficient credits for gré&uatiéﬁng

SNEA News, Vol. ki, No,. 17, November 3, 1950, p. le
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The: seholastic aptltude tést records of the grop~

ouﬁs.intarviawaﬁwihdicateé,that;Qver,oneghalf'qf the drop=--
6u$s;wera¢abledtqed9,Satiéfaataﬁyxaeaondar&'sehogl workgg

A similer study was also made in Denville, Virginia,

a city'of 33,000 people, in an effort to 'find out why the
elemant&r§'achaels.have,had'and‘cantinua to have an appreo-
‘¢lable number of.individuals leaving school before com-
;pieﬁing the’slemenxary-aaqrse; In?afdervta reach the
.immédiate reasqngtfon~thejst@dent's»withﬁrgwalgall factors -
‘coneérned‘wer&waougnt@ Asfa.rasgﬁﬁ,thg followlng reasons
were.given, in order of thelr frequency: economic, physical,
1oss-of-iﬂter§st§ fallure, withdrawn by courts, maladjust-
mentg, difficulties with teachers.'

From the data aplleatsd'iﬁ the study the fbllawiﬁg,
conclusions were made*é .

C ke Ratardation was s ﬁetermining factor for withw
drawal* All pupils who had left voluntarily were
ratarded* ne student was accelerated.

.;Qf-bng;inquency.was pravalent;among,the drop~outs.

3. .Soclo~economic conditions in.the lives of the
drapouts appeared to be clossely related to their failure
to complete thelr school work, .Three fourths of the
fathers were omployed as semiw-skilled textile workers in

‘the .low wage group.. None .of the fathers belonged to a
_prafesaicnal groups. '

v

Hannld W, Ford, "A Study of Dropw«outs in the Elemanm
tary Schools of Danville, Virginia," (unpublished Master's
§2$Sis’ Univsﬁaity of" Vivginia, Bharlotteevllla, 1939), P»

. o : ’
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%

L. . Two years after the students had left sahoal only
3? per csnt of them wete reguldarly employeds '

“On January 2&*2?, XQSO, the Work Conference on Life
A&jusﬁmeut E&ucatxon med ;n Chicago,' Illinois, a&opﬁingﬂas
its theme "Why Do Boys and Girls Drop out of School and '
Whéﬁ'can We Do about iﬁ?"i'ﬁaéordiné’ta‘the report of this
conferénce, there are cértain syﬁgtbﬁs‘whiﬁh-appegﬁ:
.i%épéafseamy and &re helpful in identifying the potential
~ﬁraﬁzmuth; ﬁméng these symptoms are: personal data on
&amﬁléiive“rbdavdé indicative of potential maladjustment;
intermittent and irregular absenco and ex¢essive tardiness;
baér“réadihg ability; physical and health problems; repeated:
‘ﬁénd§n¢ylt6wé¥ﬁ7failﬁge in ‘formal achool experiences; lack
of mctive participation in’schodl activities; parental
ihdifferences; éigﬁiri¢ant data relating to family tensions;
lack of a personal sense of belonging; financial problems;
inabllity to get aldnggwith séhoal‘ésgdciatee; dislike for
certain éubjbéta;.eXsésain.inteﬁest‘in gainful work outside
of schoolj unusual ‘behavior patterns, such as extreme intro~
vert'qrfexyroﬁef% tendaﬁciésglgéqkynr‘prppar‘tsacha?apupil
relationghip;,em@}idh@lfin&t@bili@y;'borédom and restlassneas‘7

,Tba;gonﬁéreﬁééjalao'inﬁic&t&d that- there are curricuw

lum problems and practices which are related to the holding

7Faderal Seeurity Agency; Wh Do Boys and Girls Drop
out of School, and What Can We Do about 1t7 (Washington, '
pp Gﬁg'ggited States Government Pri ting Office, 1950),
+
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pmwer of the schooi. &o&é*&f-éhé&é prdbiema ﬁre:a

_ secon&ary'sahoo1a as are now arganized do not -
, maet &he needs. of all studenta 1n many large sxty
-jfaahool systens.. . )

2+ Class time alletmants of hS t0 60 minutes, do not
.provide for flexibility of program, speclal needs of
students; or unity of larger units of work.

U .34 Ripld and inflexible curricula  for three opr
,raur school years have beaa plannaa largely'alcng
,aubject matter 1in&$. s ; ’

i, Pupil progress and aﬁeuunting policles have
_;been baaed upon aredita and eaursesev

5~; Undue amphaais on &ubjeat matter and k111
 mastery with ebtendant testing praatiaes have a nega~ .
. tive effaet on yupil adjuatmant.

6, Present promqtienal prantieaa basged upan prace
tices related to 3, h, end 5 above occasion pupll
wretarda%&an, o

7e Ciasses are cften 1argem than can ‘be handled by
tedchers and the known requlrements of’ ﬁhe instruction&l
fareaﬁ

F : 5 Smcial stigma 1s often assaciated with diplemaa
. designated as to patterned curricula, e 04y college
-preparatcry and vocational, .

9 ﬁehoal leaving 1s assoeiateﬁ with aetivity
feen, elub dues, book costs. . ,

1 . A0y, :The program of gstudies is not aaapted to the:
.¢amman naeds cf etudsnts, .

o 1l¢ Thare 13 a saar&ity‘af makerials of suitable
reading difficulty for puplls of advanced soclal.
- maturity,

: 12. gurricular exper&encea are not alosely related
to 1ife situatiana.

BIbid.., PP+ 1}3*1{.&4.1,
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13, The: special interests and heeds: of pupi&& are
not a&eqn&tely served,

s Potential early sahool leavers ofﬁen do nat
participate in.gstudent activities.

15, Potential early school leavers do not feel that
they belong* _

Still another study was made in &ouiﬁville, Kentucky,
The undarlying ijeative of this study whiah ineluded 32&
youths, fsurteen thraugh.ninetaan years of age, was to.
_obtain a aound factual ‘foundation for understanding tha
1mp110ations of the employment probiems facing youbhs and
for planning improved appprtu;it&gy‘and aervi¢es‘for them¢

_According to ﬁha étudg; the:dacigion.to leava achoﬁl
usually resulted from complex pressurea involv&ng educa=
tional maladjuatmenc, economic need, desire fcr indﬁpendenea,

and variaus other factors. Two thirds of the h38 non-
graduates inﬁerviawed gave diaaatiaf&etiom winh sahnal 83
their reason for dropping out.. bissatisfaction resulted
from failure of courses, dislike. ror eourses and teaehara,
and. inability to adjust after transferring from enother
school,

3l per cent 'of the young people included in the study
were unemp&ayed, ‘the vata of unamployment decreasing as ages
1ncreaae§® The . children 1eaviag school in the eighth grade
or sooner werse consaqpently-having greater difficulties. The
fqurtgén_andfiftgan,yéér olds who were successful in finding

employment wére.wérkiﬁg é§ delivery boys; service workers
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in laundrias, restaurants,'or'hcspitals, salesgirls," |
waltresses; kitchen helpere, or similar Jobs r&quiring the
ninimum of ski};.and_expe?iegae. Thg'sixteen and seventeen
year olds had shifted from'gggvigelécggggtiqns to clerical
and sales occupations and semi-skilled factory workers.

The families of the early laavqrsfﬁare larger than
average,yphe median humber,of pergons per family being 5.7.
It was 'also evident that the attitude affparenté and other
family members greatly influenced the amourit of schooling
%her3§uth recelved, the absence of encouragement contri-
buting to early leaving.

. vThé’ﬂepgrtment of Labor in repdrtiﬁg the study indi-
cates thatféaueatcfs, ééungeling and social welfare experts,
and citizen groups can and will find means of stopping much
of the early school ieaving. Among the means suggested ares
enriched and more flexible ecurricula; relief of financlal
burdens of many perents and students; strengthened guidance
servims; improved health services; and an integration of the
totaijpregrém:ﬁith those forces in the'éémmunity which are
concerned with the educational, vocationel, and social wellw
being of youth.?

Theae-studies which have been reviewed do not by any

means cover the entire field,' Howsever, they do indicate the

9ﬁnited States Department of Labor, Hunting A Career
(Washington, D. Cu: Bureau of Labor, 19l 93, pp. 29-30..
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f&eriénsﬁésa bﬁ‘ﬁhe*pﬁaﬁlbm”Of‘éarly éeﬁéci Iéaﬁafé,:‘@hayt
'1ndieata tha.t the; zmusea ai‘ sarly: sehool Jleaving are cam@
plex. Thﬁre 1s no: singla an&wer, or eaay salutian.

| Regardless of the r;m'f?ﬁt!eﬁf ,atgzgii»:eg which have baen
e&gducteaunobea&ning_th@sgﬁabjggt;.thgyfhﬁva_mat_scivaa‘thﬁ

problem af the»writ§r”bf;thiﬁ“gartiﬁuléﬁ.abﬁdyq



~CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS

The findings of this study7wiil be presented: in two
partss: Part I, the drop-out; Part II, the graduate, In
each part three leading factors will be discussed, namely,

individuel, educational, and family factors.
I. THE DROP-OUT

Individual faetcré; In studying the drop-out as an

individual, five factors will be considered, They are:
sex, age at time of leaving school, health, esmployment
status, Intelligence,

0f the fifty-one drope~outs included in the study,
twenty-two, or 43,1% were girls and twenty-nine, or 56.7%;
boyss Table IV shows the age of each at the time of leaving

school.

TABLE 1V
AGE OF DROP~OUTS AT TIME OF LEAVING SCHOOL

ToLal

Age Number of girls = Number of boys __ No. Per cent
15 2 L 6 11.8
(16 12 13 25 49.0
17 3 6 9 17.6
18 2 Iy 6 11.8
r‘~.g;9 ) ; e 2 2 .3'9 ‘L
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In a study of thils type, health 1s an Important fac~
tor. The Buens Vista High School cooperates with the State
Board of Education in providing & heéiﬁh.pragram. Twice
each year, in the fall and agéin in the spring, each child
is exemined in ?éspect to eyes, ears, throat, teeth, and
helght and weight. Those students meeting the minimum
requirements in these five respects are .clasgified as "five~
pointers.” Table V shows the number of years each drop~out

was & "five-pointer.'

TABLE V
" NUMBER OF YEARS DROP-OUTS WERE "FIVE-POINTERS"

- T
Gi

e — : ' Total
Number of Years . Boys Girls . No. Per cent
o 10 | 15 29.4
1 6 10 16 3L.h
2 L 3 7 13.7
a S T T
5 ol 1 5 9.8
i 0 1 1 2.0

Information waé.aought,as4to_the employment status of
the drop-outs, It was found that thirteen persons, eight
bb&# and five girls, werg‘unéhﬁloyed.» While QS.Sﬁ‘ye&e
uhqﬁpioye&, ?hiS%ﬁhgd beeﬁ:eucﬁéééfuilin findingfjbbae 'Tén,
or 15.5%, of the girla were housewives; others were working
as maids, laundresses, and keeping house for parents who éere

wnékingc Pen, or 34.5% of the béys, had entered the armed
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services; other.boys were working as clerks. in stores, .
filling station attendants, and in the factories.
ﬁﬁéble VI shows thareacupaticns'bf these dropwoubs
clagsifled according to the Dictionary of Occupational

Titles,t This does not include housewives or. those, in

armed gervices, -

TABLE VI

QGQﬁPﬁﬂlﬁﬁﬁ OF TﬁE ERQP*QHT&
- CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE EIGTI ﬁARY OF OCCUPATIONAL TITLES

‘ - ' ﬁa» af Nag Gf Total,
claaggggggggﬁn ; - beys_j girls No.  FPer cent
Professianal and manageriai ' T
 occupations 0 0 0 0.0
Clerical and sales occupations Iy 2 6 - 33, 3
Service occupations 4] 5 5 27.8
‘- Agriculturel, fishery, fostery, S
and kindred occupations 4] 0 0 G*O
Skilled occcupations = 0. 0 0 +
Semi~skilled occupations 7 0 "7 3&.9
}ﬁnskillaé occupgticns ~ .0 0 0 00

; infgxmapign was aisa sought ss to tﬁe emplaymen%-
status of the araymoﬁés Qefare they left schools Thirteen
boys and eight giris, ﬁctaliag twenty-one, or L2%, said that
they worked while attending school. The approzimate number

"of hours worked per week is glven in Table VII.

lDivision of Oocupational Analyses, United Statas
Employment Service Dictionary of Occupational Titles, Vol. IX
€Wash1ngten. D. G.: United statea Government Printing foice,
1949), pp. ix-xviii, :
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.. TABLE VII .

NUMBER OF HOURS WORKED PER WEZK BY.DROP-QUTS

‘Wo. of hours o, of Boys . No. of givls Total
e Nos Pe

Immllig,anﬁe :&s amther fac:imr ta he f:.ansmarafi in
‘imaking a stwiy af’ ﬁx*opmmta. Eax:*}.y in their aerwal lifs,

H the stu&enta wera given the mnmerncum:&ngham ?rimar}f Test,
Results, which were availab}.e for thirtywthrea of ths drop- -
au‘tm ghow & ranga in intelligenee qu&tim‘bs from 67 to 1&3;
,‘}Zm*mg their fveshman yeaz*, stu&mta wore. givan the ﬂtia
ﬁental Abimty ‘?est wh:ich ahm yielaa infselligeme quat:tentm
The scores on thia tea’s shtm a remge in mtellig;anca quom
tlents from 67 to. 11&. - “The reaulta of the Pintner-
aunningham Pz*imamy ‘I‘as%s and the Otis Mental &bilmy 'reest are
given in Table VIII,

‘I’AE&E VIXIS
INTEELLI&EXW& QU@TIE&T& oF ‘I'HE ZﬁRﬂ?wQﬁ&“&

V¥

f.; Q& Pin'bnexf cumainglnm Prﬁmary ‘I‘est: Gti’s‘ Hiemwi Abilityr ?e‘st

- Boys Girla C ‘l‘eﬁ:al Boya Girls Total

, , m,, Per eam - - No. PerCent

T R S DA A T T
71- 80 2. 2 . lg,“?.]; ‘2.1 o1 0 1 5.0
81.90 L 8 9 2T, &“ 2 2 g‘ 20,0
QFIW100 75Xz 36h 3T g - }0.0
101-110 0 3 ﬁ 9.1 2 3 5 ' 25.0
111-120 3 1 12.1 i 0 i 5,0
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Educational factors of drop~outs. : In studying.the

educational factors of the drop-outs, four factors will be
considered. Attendance, enrollment status, school pro-
gress, and participation in school activities,

fu}, ﬁs a. means, of, studying the. attendanee of tha drupm
outa, tha writer tabulatad the per. cent of. dayw abaent farﬁ
;eamh child during elemantary achnol and high sah&a&, and on
;tha basia Qf thia, tha avar&ge per cent af days abaent in

f;aacn school, The rasults ‘are ahmwn in Tabla IX. 5 kS

S - TABLE .IX

AVEBAGE 'PER CENT OP DAYS, DROP~O§T$ WERE AB&ENT
: BEPORE LEAVING SCﬂOOL )

S Ayerage per cent rar bozg i —Giris
Hlementary school A 9,8 3

High school L Swh " 8.5

70.6% of the drop-outs left school during their fresh
man or 80phomore §©arg Table X shows the graderplacemént of

each drop~out at the, time of-withdfawal;

TABLE X
GRADE PBAGEMENT QF THE DROPwOﬁTS

““Grade Number of boys wumber of girlis  Total

, : , _ e . Ho. _Per cent
Froshman 10 8 18 35.3
Sophomore © 10 . 8 18 35.3°
Junior 6 l 10 19,6
Senior 3 2 5 9.8
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0f the fifty-one drop~outs studied, eight boys and:
éix‘giris;‘totaiihgfrourtéen'%2?;5%};‘had“trangfarred from
another school Systemg-: |

To. determine the school. progress of the students
three factors were considered: ' number of elementary grades
repeated; nuﬁber of high school subjects repeated; number of
‘students passing the minimum number of ceursss‘raquired for
promotibnﬁ |
- Table XI shows the number and per cent of grades
repeated. Twenty-one, or 41.1%, of the fifty-one drop-outs

‘had vepeated one or more grades.

TABLE XI
NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY GRADES REPEATED BY DROP-OUTS

o o o ', ' “Total
Number of grades . . Boys = Girls _ No. __ Per cent
— B e = e g
1 6 ﬁ 10 19.6
2 7 2 % 1746
3 1 1 2 329

Table XII shows the number and per cent of high school
sub jects repeated. Twenty~elight, or'Sh.9%, of the dropouts

had repeated one or more subjects.



27
TABLE XII
‘NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS HEPEATED BY DROP-OUTS

"
i&

Number of subjects Boys . Girls o™ Per cent
) 10 i3 - 23 ~ 5.1
1 2 4 9 l?@é
2 ' 2 8 - S 15.7
ﬁ 1 2 3 5.9
: 7 0 7 13.7
- 1 0 , 1 2,0

Twenty boys and eleven girls, & total of thirty-one,
or 60,8%, were not passing the minimum number of courses
required for promotion at the time of withdrawal.

Twenty-five, or U9%, of the fifty-one dropouts
studied did not particlpate in any extra»eurriculap,aati»
vities. The data concerning their participation in extra«

curricular sctivities are glven in Table XIII.

TABLE XIIT

NUMBER OF BEXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN WHICH
DROP~OUTS PARTICIPATED WHILE STILL IN SCHOOL

Number of activities  Boys Girls No. . Per cent
| [ 18 9 25 [9:0
1 6 9 15 29,
*3 6 9 ‘1@' 19
3 i —b R 2.0

From the totel number of dropwouts, only one (2%)

had recelved any special recognition or honor.
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Ten, or 20%, of the students, six boys and four
girls, seld that they had a hobby,

- Reasons for leaving school. Early in the course of

.the &tudy it baeame evident that the boys and girls did net-'
érap out af school because of one sipgle reas&n. Usually
there Werﬁ at least two important reasons for their wiﬁhwl
Qggwa;._ Hawaver, there waa a certain relatien$hip betqaen
the two., The writer tabulatad the reasons a8 primary
reaaane and secondary reasons and the reaults are shown in
Table XIV, 60% of the students dropped out of school for
reasons related”tavééheéi. 16% left ba&auae of financial

reasons; 24z, persmnal raasons;
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Family stetus of the drop-out. In studying the
family status of the drcpfouté, four factors will be cone
sidered: marital status of parents, size of family, edu-
cation of parents, and economic conditions of the family.

The information available for the fifty families, of
the dropwouts shows %hat‘hz% of the homes had been broken.
In one case where the home had been broken by separation,
the child Waa left to shift from one relative to anether,
hia’youngar,brqthars and sisters had been placed in an.
orphaneges Table XVfahﬂwagﬁne numbey éf_bomaa digrupted by

divorce, separation, or death.

, - TABLE XV
CAUSES OF BROKEN HOMES OF DROP~OUTS

Homes broken by: No, of boys No. of piris No., Fer cent
~ Divorce | B 5 9 18,0
Separation 1 . I 2.0
_Death SR S 7 11 :22.0

The data ﬁiSO'ShOW'thaﬁ tﬁa average number éf“children
in the femilies of the droyﬁauta was five. Table AVI shows
the number of children in each family;
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TABLE XVI
SIZE OF FAMILY OF DROP~OUTS

h»Number of ahiidram ™ S T
in ramily i Boys e Cdvds Total

ey
()

an_P@Vwﬁﬁm@Qri

LA TGN

wma&m;wgw
mmmexwwcomw
W e WS

b

R M,Méan

in conaidering the size of ‘the family, it 13 &130 ?'
signiria&nt ﬁo note tﬁe numbar af families living in each
home: This 1nfomamcn is given :m Table xvxx. |

- TABLE XVIL
. .NUMBER OF FAMILIES LIVING IN THE HOMES OF DROP-OUTS

“ | o e Total
Number of families Boys JGiris _ No,  Per cent
1 23 13 36 T3
2 5 6 1 aa‘*ﬁ

ose ————

The third factor to be considered in relationship to
the family is the education of the parents: From the group
ofkfirty for whom 1nfbrmatiqn was available, eléven_mothers,

or 22%, had attended high school. Three attended for one
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year, six attended for two years, while pnly*twéegpaﬁuateé,
Of‘the~nine fathers whé“éﬁtenaed, three attended for one
‘year; three, two years, ane, three yearsc Two of the N |
fathers were high 3chool graduates’ In na aaae ha& any of
the narants of the ﬁrop«outa received eollege training.

Three factors were uonsidered in relation to the
economic status of the famlly: occupaﬁioha of the parents,
whether the home was owned or rented, andehether the
family had received assistence from the department of public
welfare.

'The date concerning the occupation of the parents
indicate that 8.9% of the fathers and k.24 of the mothers
were unemployed, 29.8% of the»mothars of the drop~outs were
employed outside the home, Talks XVIII and XIX show the
acaﬁpaﬁions of the fathars.ana mothers, respectively, accor~

ding to the claééificatien in the~%ictiaﬁanx‘3§ 0caupa£i§ngl

Titl33¢2

21pid, .
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‘TABLE XVIII

o . OCCUPATIONS OF FATHERS OF DBQP*OUTS
Gﬁ&ﬁSIF@Eﬁ AC&OﬁﬁIﬂG TG THE DICTIQNARY OF GCGGPATIDHAL TITLES

“TNo. of No, of‘} ~Total

Glassifieation o boys girls  ‘No. Per cent
Prafesaianai ang managarial " R
oceupations. .. 2 b R Ts3
Clerical and sales oceupatinﬁs 1 . 3 7+3
Servicé osccupations. ok P SENDEEI [ 9.8
- Agricultural, fishery, fbstery, P y
~_and kindred ocoupations - 0 . 0 A0 0.0
Skilled occupations . . 5 ¢ 0 5. 0 12.2
. semiwskillad oceupat! S 26, . 10, 26 i 634k
li&,ﬁnakille& occupation: 0o 0. 0 o 0,0

TABLE XIX

MOTHERS OF DROP-OUTS- "~ \°
DICTIONARY OF oec&pAmzaxaLAmngEs

BN OCCUPATIONS'
s,aLﬁssmeEB ACCORDING.

iy o Ho‘ of Nﬁ; Of Total
o _Clessification . . beys L Rgirls Ql,, Per cent
' Professional and manageriéi D ‘Ejgu; T
. owscupations i IR I ;;Qg; SR 040
. Clerical and ssles o 2 1 3 21.h
' Bérvice oceupations 0 0 0 . 0,0
V‘&gri&ultural, fishery, fbstery, S ‘ -
‘and kindred occupaticna ‘ . 0 0 0 0.0
~$killed occupations”. 0 Q. Lo 0.0
Semi~skilled occupatiena‘»: g 6 ' 11 78.6
,Unaki 1ed occqpations o 0 O .0 . . 0.0,

Table XX shbwspﬁhéﬁnumber and per cent of fa@ilies

who owned and rented'their'hnmes;
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TABLE XX “
WMBEH OF HOMES OWNED mzn mmm mz u&mws (’)F‘ namw-ows

R S Tﬁtai :
_ Boys . Girls . “Naﬁi,, ?ar cent
Oowned S - O 7 18 T 36.

Rented . . 17 - .. 14 31 R

ot

' Qf the fiftymona familiea ineludad in the study, nine,
or 18*&%, of them Were on reliaf at the time af the child's
withdrawal, Twenty, or hO 8%, of tha familiee had reeaived‘
assistance at one time or another whila the ch&ld was

attending school,
II. THE GRADUATE

The data concerning the sixtywsix graduates inclu&eﬁ'
in the study will be pre&&nt&d es 1n Part I“ ;né;viﬂual,

educationsal, and family factors.

Indivi&ual factors. The five faatars considered in

stuﬁying the individual araz sex, age at tima or 1eaving
3chool, hsa}th, employman% statua, intelligenca,
Thirty~nine, or 59 lp,.Qf the sixtynsix gra&u&ﬁes
were glrls; twentywsaven, or, u&.9%» boys, Table XXI ahmwa
the age of each graduate at the tima of leaving aehoal»
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TABLE XXI
AGE OF GRADUATES AT TIME OF LEAVING SCHOOL

s
s

o o, e Total

Age . . Number of girls  Number of boys - No, . Per cent
i - A
16 12 ) - ;12

AT 21 > - 3€
18 - 5 , 10
19. 1

o

I IS

N

.

A V31
‘kﬂFﬂqum\W

.

Pt s
je
| S,

L4

F&ndings concernimg the healﬁh of these students are
’presented in Table XXII and can be interpreted in the same
way as Table v in Fart,z concerning thﬁ haalth of tha

drop=oubs.

TABLE XXII |
 NUMBER OF YBARS CRADUATES WERE. “FIVE-POINTERS"

“Fotal

' ﬂuﬁbar;af,iear&:_g _..Boys ' : Girls Per cent

I i 2

e

mmw\npwls:"mw.mcém &
»
n

= OO B~ OWEL 0 - O
OO NGO W ]

510 4 W O W HAUL O
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The data concefning‘tha employment status of the
graduates ahow‘that‘é.B%Aar four, three boys and one glrl,
ara unemplayedg Four boys, five}girls,'a:total qf;niné,vor
13, 6%, are now in college. Eleven, orhﬁsaa%, of the girls
are houaewives; others havevfilleduﬁasitions as,glericalf
wﬁrkers, clerks in astores, beautlclans, and factory warkéra*
One boy, representing 3.7%, had entered the armed services;
oﬁhera were fa;tahy Wpékera,'clarieal Warkexa,jclerké inﬂ
stores, and garage attendants.

Table XXIII éhaws the ocguyations-af these gyaduates,

classified according to the Dictionary of Occupational

Titles,>  This table does not include the 13.6% in college,

3.7% in the armed services, or the 28.2% of housewives,

TABLE XXIIT

OCCUPATIONS OF THE GRADUATES
GLASSIFIEQ ACCGRDENG 0 THE DIC?IGNARY or OGGUPATIONAL TITLES

1

NOQ Qf NQ. Of

Classification = - boys _girls No. Per cent

Professional and managerial . " o .

occupations 0 0 0 0.0
Clerical and sales’ accupations S 9 il 37.8
Service occupations 1 2 3 8.1
Agricultural, fishery, fogtery, ,

and kindred ocgupations o 0 0 0.0
Skilled occupations 0 - 0 0 0.0
Semi-skilled occupations 1y 6 20 sh.l
Unskilled accupations 0 0 0 0.0

31b14,

ey
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Information concerning the smployment status while
attending school indicates that thirteen boys and eleven
girls, a total of twenty-four, or 38.1%, of the graduates
worked while attending schools .The approximate number of

hours worked per week is shown in Table XXIV.

TABLE XXIV

MUMBER OF Hﬁvﬂb WORKED PER WEEK BY GRADUATES
WHILE ATTENDING SCHOOL .

No, of hours . No. of Boys  Wo. of girls — Total
i e . - e No.,  Per cent
8-15 . 8 . .9 17 70.8
2622 .S 2 7292

Intelligence which is anoﬁher}factﬁqxtg,pé sthieé.in"
relationship to the graduate was treated in the same manner
as it was for the drop-out, Thgkintelligense quotients,
according to the Pintner-Cunningham Primary Test, range
_frem,ﬁlibe;;ag for the sixteen'gradnates for‘whom infbfmau
tion was avallable.. The intelligenca quat&anta ere agaln
%eprsﬁentad_frbm the OtisHMegtal Ab@lity Test., The data conw
cerning the Pintner-Cunningham Primary Test and the Qbig
Maﬁtal.asility'Test_are reprogented in Table XXV,
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TABLE XXV
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF THE  GRADUATES

I;'Qe‘“ ?1nbner Cunningham Primary Otis Mentai Ability Test
R Test

L Boya Glrls ‘ Total Boys Girls Total
I , oNos Per ecent  No. Per cent
T70- 80 0 o0 0.0 T T 31
81« 90 1 3 L 25.0 1 3 Lg 12,8
912100 } i1 2. 125 6 10 . .16 - 50,0
101-110 4 1 E T 31,3 2 B 8 = 25.0
111-120 1 - 3 25»6_/, 1 0 1. 3.1
121-130 1 0 1 f.;“ 1 12 6.3

Edu&ational factors af»gyaﬁnates‘ ‘fhe:four educaﬁiaﬁal

f&stors of the gvaduates which were. Qaaaiﬁere& weres
attendance, ehrollment status, school progress, and particle
pation injschael-gctivities,

As a means of studying the attendsnce of the graduate,
the writer tabulated the per cénb.ﬁfedayé*absent during ele=
mentary and high school for each child, 'On the basis of
this, the average per cent af‘daga abaenﬁ in each school
was tebulated. This is the same procedure as was used for .

the dropouts. The results are glven in Teble XXVI.

TABLE XXVI
AVEKAGE PER CENT QF‘DﬁYE BRADUATES WERH AEEQNT
: | S
P SR Average Qer cont Tor boya . @irls
‘Fiémentary school 4.5 63

High schooX ~ - . 4.8 ..H.Q 5
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Flve boys and sixteen girls, representing a total of
twenty-one, or 31.8%, of the graduates had transferred from
another school system,

To indicate the school progress of the graduates,
the writer secuied data concerning the number cf elementary
grades repeated and the number of high school subjects
repeated, The results are given 1n Tables XXVII and XXVIII,

respectively.

TABLE XXVII
NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY GRADES REPEATED BY GRADUATES

Tumber of’graées ~Boys ~Girils ’ Total
— ) e — No. . Per cent
0 22 30 58 BT.9
1 p 3 7 10.6
2 1 — _— 2.5
TABLE XXVIII

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS REPEATED BY GRADUATES

Number of subjects . Boys  Giris . Total
— . ‘ , No.  Per cent
1 3 10 lﬁ 19.7
2 2 2 ; 6.1
ﬁ 1 0 1 1.5
1 .0 1 1.5
6 2 0 2 3.0

Approximately 92% of the graduates had participeted

in one or more extra-curricular activitles: The data



Lo
concerning their participation in extra~curricular activi=

ties are given in: Table AXIX.

?AﬁLE XXIX

ﬂUMBER oF EK?R&*GURRIGHLAR ACTIVI@IES IN WHICH
' GRADUATES ?AHTIGIPATED -

Number of activities _ Boys Si?la _No. Per cent
: P §
? 5 b 9 1.1
7 ﬁ 10 15.6
5 3 e 10,9
6 2 5 ,:? 10.9
9 2 3 36 |

 f;‘ Ayyrazim&tely 36% af the aixtyuthree graduatas far
whom}éata wareevailable hgd received:apeqia} recognitiqn
,éitnsr in their school work or extra-curricular activities.
Thirty-seven, or 58.7%, Of the graduates, elghteen
boys end ninsteen girlg,“said that they had & hobby. .

Family factors of ‘thé graduatés: The, fous factors -

3tudied;¢aﬁaerning the family of théjgraduaﬁé;weré: ﬁar}?al
status of parents, size ef'famiiy) aéﬁcationfbf parents, and
economic status of the family» |
The information available for sixtynthree of the
graduates shows that thirteen, or 20.6%, of the homes had

been broken. Table XXX shows the number and per cent of



L1
homes which have been disrupted by d&vqrcg, ﬁgparatian, or
death, i o o

TABLE XXX
CAUSES OF BROKEN HOMES OF GRADUATES

e — T : Tot&l

Homes broken by: No., of boys No, of pgirls No, Per cent
Divorce R 3 4 Oaly
Separation o o -2 8 3.2
Death BN ST ERET: NUNTECCILY ARSI & 15

The data alaafshnw;that tne.avgraga;pumﬁbr of_f
children in the families of the graéugteg wés'four. ?éﬁié
XAXI raprséents the numbervér children in &ach,familyi~ ‘

TABLE XXXT °
SIZE OF FAMILY OF THE GRADUATES

Number of chiidren '

in ramily — Girls Total

w
i |

xc;»~:éwn@3aﬁabﬁ
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The number of families living in each of the homes 1s
repraaenteﬁ in Table XXXIT.



2
TABLE XXXII
* NUMBER OF FAMILIES LIVING IN THE HOME OF THE GRADUATES

| T | T Total
Number‘of families . BoysA _Girls No. ~ Pery - cent
2. oo 6 »10; » 16;1

rﬁhé,dataroh‘thﬁ eduga&ion ;f3ﬁha parents of ﬁhg
;graduatga,ipdiaata_that.th&rﬁyaaight mothers, or 61.3%,
attended high school; eighteen, or 47.4%, of those who
attended graduated. Table XXXIII shows the number of years

each mother attended..

TABLE XXXIII
NUMBER OF YEARS MOTHERS OF GRADUATES ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL

T Fotal

. Number of y&&félﬁ- __Boys Girls No. Per cen
T 1 2 35 13.2
2 b ? lg gggg
| 2 E 13.1
.‘ﬁ — 8 10 a8 . L7k

Thirty-four, or S5i.8%, §£ %@¢ fathers attended high
school and seventeen, or 50%, of those who attended gradu~
ated: Table XXXIV shows the number of years each fathag
attended.
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TABLE XXXIV
ﬂﬁxﬁER,QF YEARS FATHERS OF GRADUATES ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL

Number of years chg . Girls o No. . Per cent
2 3 7 20.6
KR 7 A'G i 317 5040

Ten, or 16 l%, af the mothers .of the. graduatas
atten&ed college, . tnree, or 30%, of them having gradusated.
Five attended tﬁgbypars;;twa, three years:. Five, or 841%, of
the fathers. attended poilagé; three, or 60%, of then graduated.
Two attended for two'#ééfs;

Three aspects of the sconomlc status of the parents
were considered: the oecupa;ions,pf the parents, whether
the heme-w&s'owned or rented, and whether the family had
recelved assistance from the ﬁapartment of Public welfare'
' The data available for fifty-six of the parents show
.that one, or 1. 79%, of the fathers was ‘unemployed, Fifteen,
or 244.6%, of the mothers were employed in jobs outside of
the home. Table XXXV and Table XXVI show the occupatiana of

the fathere and mothers, respectively, accmmding to the

classification in the nictianarx]gg Onauwatienal g;tleg.u

bypsa,
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. TABLE XXXV

- OCCUPATIONS OF FATHERS OF THE GRADUATES
CLASSTFIED ACGORDING T0 THE DICTIOUARY OF OGCUPATIONAL TITLES

No« of . NG. of Total

‘ G&assif&catiam i boys girla NO¢, Per ‘cent
?rofassianal -and managerial ' A A
océcupations. 5 b
Clerical and sales cacupations 1 0
Service occupations. = - : 0 O
‘Agriaultural, fishery, fos=
tery, and kindred. Qaaupatinns . 0 e T
_Skilleé oceupations * i 5 8 -
' Semiwskilled occupations , 11 19w
;W—Unskilled occupationa ; ! -

. GCQUPATXQN& GF MOTHEHS OF THE GRADHATES N
CLASSIFIEﬁ ACCORDING TO THE DIPTIONARY“QF OCCU?ATIGNAL TITLES

No. of Na. af o ‘?otal =

U&asaificatinn _boys - gwglﬁ No. Per cent
Frofessional Bnd manageriai ' : T
oggupations - R a3 20,0
Clerical end seles oécupatiana .0 e o2 13.3
Service ocoupations ° 0. g 0. - 0.0
Agricultural, fishery, fosbery,' , . -
~and kindred occupabiana Q. 0 0 0.0
Skilled occupations ° . Yo 3 0 S0 0.0
Semimskilled acaupatimns %‘ g .10 Mmégﬁg
o O g e 0y

‘,Unskilled oecupations ~

Tabla XXXVIT. shawa the ﬁumbar and per aent of hamesy

of tha graduatea which are rented and. awne&a -
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TABLE XXXVII
NUMBER OF HOMES OWNED AND RENTED BY PARENTS OF GRADUATES

T weBoys o Glrls . No. . FPer cent
Rented o 3025

.Of“tha‘sixty»six‘familiaa included in theﬁstudy,hrive,
or 7.6%, of the famiiieg-wera dependent upon assistance from
the Department 0£;Public:Welfare~at the time the child }Qfﬁ
school, Fourteen, or 21.2%, of the families hed received
assistance during part of the time the child was attending
-high,schaal,

| The findings of thils study have been presented in two
.parts: Part I, the drop-outs; Part II, the graduate. In
eaghfparﬁ individual, educational, and family factors were
discussed. It is evident that there are similarities and
differences between the drop-outs and gradustes znﬁiﬁativg
of eary school leaving, These similarltles and differences

- will be discussed in the following chepter.



" CHAPTER 1V
- INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS
: . 3
In this chapter the writer will make & comparison of -
the drop-outs and the grﬁduatés in an effort to determine in
what respects the two groups are like or unlike. Again
three leading faatars‘%ill be discussed: individual, sdu-

‘cational, and family faetoré;

Individual factors. In comparing the drop-outs and

the graduates as individuals, the same five factors will be
congidered as In Chapter III., These five féatnrs ares sex,
aga at time of leaving school, health, employment status,
and intelligence,

There were 1l7~students'in¢1udéé“in the study: Sixtye
one, or 52.1%, boys and fiftywsix, or. 5? 9%, girls, 56.7%
of the dropwouts were boys while only hﬂ‘Q% of the graduatea
were boys. According to this study then, it appears that in
Buena Vista more boys drop out of schaol than girls, er,
mare,giv&s remain in sahqol until graduation'

Approximately one~half (L9%) of the drop-outs left
school at the age of sixteen, This was pfobabiy due télthe
fact that the compulsory attendanca law requires them to
remain in school until they have reached thls ages Seven~

teen was the age at which the majority (54.5%) of the
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graduates left aschool. However, 21.2% of the gradustes come
pleted thelr course of study at the age of sixteen.

Comparing -the health of the two groups, 1t appeare
that the graduate was slightly supérior to the drop-oub,
Fifty-four, or 81.8%, of cha.gr&dﬁatés‘andvthirtywsix;_qr
70.6%, of the drop@ubs» wepe "five ypo‘;.!‘.;:i‘bers“ for one or more
years. The distribution as to the number of years is shown
in Table XXXVIII, which is a composite of Tables V and XXII
in Chapter I1I,

TABLE XXXVIII
NUMBER OF XE&ES«STSBENQS WERE ”FIVE-PGXNTE&S”

§ brap«auta' o ‘fl,GraauateS

_Bumber of years ' No, .. Per cent . No. Per cent
-0 T15 TG L 12 18,0 -

1 'lg-' ;%%A% . ”;"fg 1%;%

,ﬁ, L 7.8 3 4.5

5 5 9.8 b o 6al

6 . B A 2.0 3 v h*E

. g 1 2¢(} . O : .000~

‘8 0 0,07 5 746

9 0 0.0, L 1.5

10 o 0.0 .8 12.1

. 11 0 3 0.0 8 12,1

There seems to be a positive relationship between the
employment status of students and the lshgth of time spent
in schools 25.5% of the drop-outs are now unemployed. Come

f'par:ing this to the 6.3% of unemployed graduates, it appears
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that drop-outs have'moré difficulty in finding Jobs than do -
the graduates.

There also seems to be a difference in the types of
occupations engaged in by the two groups, More of the
graduates (91,9%) had secured employment in clerical and
sales occupationa end seml-skilled occupations than had the
drOpauxs.(72‘2%), The girls who drop out of school tend %o
marry earlier than the girls who graduate, U7.6% of the
girls who dropped out are married and 29.7% of the girls
who gradusted are married.

More drop-outs {L2%) were wquing while attending
school than were the graduates (38.1%). The argpugupg‘weré
alsqrworking longer hours; 95.2% were working 15 to 20 hours
per week, while 70.8% of the gxadu&ﬁes wcrkad fr0m 8 to 15
hours per week. n ‘“

The data available.COnéérniné the intelligence gua;
tients 6f_the students are hér&l* suffiaient tm make ankadew
guate comparison. Only sixzteen acores af the graduates were
availsble on the Pintner Cunningham Primary Test and, whila
thirty-two scores were avallable ontthahﬂtis“Mental,Ability
Test, these scores did not include thé acareé of the top
ranking students, - According to the available data, there is
| tendency; however, for the drop-outs to have lower intelll~

gence quotients than the graduates.
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. Bducational . factors, In an effort to determine in .

what respects. drop-outs are like or unllke pupils.who re-
mained in. schcnl until graduation in.reﬁpeot to edueacianal
factors, -four faotars will be ‘considered; attendance,
,enrollmant atatua, sehaol progress, .and. participatlon in
school activities. . |

A8 toathe:attenﬁgnce~of<the-two grnups,‘the dropwouts
missed more time from school than did the, graduate. How-
eveé; there seemed to be no marked regression in the atten-
dance of the drop-out frgm”elémentaryvsehoel to high school.

As to the enrollment status of the §tudents included
in this study, there appeared to be no.rélaﬁianghip=ba§ween
‘the length of time the etudent stayed in school and whather
he was a transfer student from another school system or a
regularly enrolled student, Twaﬂtjwpna?:ar 31489, of the
graduates:Weré transfer studa#ts aﬁdlonli fourteen, or 27.5%,
of'ﬁhe‘drcp»outas |

. The school progr@ﬁs of & child seems to be an. 1mpor~'
tant Andication of 1ength of time to be spent in schaal.
hl‘l% of  the- drop~outa had" Papaated one or more gradea,
,while only 12:1% of ﬁhe gr&duatea had been retardéﬂa

Also important was the number of high achaai subjects
repeated byvthe,drop«out¢._shgg%uar the. withdrawals had

repeated one or more subjeéts‘andt33.3% of the graduates.



50

The majority of the drop-outs were nelther paseing
thelr subjects nor participating in extra-curricular acti-
vities offered by the aﬁhé&l,{.éﬂ,ﬁ%}gﬁ those ;students who
drpppéﬂ out befors Q@mﬁletiﬁgaﬁhé.?QQ§$?§@f¢¢ﬁvéeﬁ,w§?@
falling at the time nf_withdré?ﬁla)_Q?%?bf“themfdid not
par§i¢ipéte.in-&.§ingle activity whi}pygtgandiﬁg;schQaim
91.9% of the graduates had participated in at least one
activity and over thres-fourths (77.,9%) of them partiéipated
in more then one. 31.1% of the graduates had recelved
special recognition while only 2% of the dropouts had
experienced such recognition,

Very few of the ﬁrQPr°@tﬁ appeared to be interested
in hobbies., Only 20% stateﬁ.thét“tppy.had a hobby. The
graduates, unlike the drép~outs,-se§m§@ to béumore

interested. 58.7% of them had hobbles.

Family factora, In comparing the families of the

drop-outs and the graduates,. four factors will be considered:
marital status of parents, size of family, education of
psrents, and economic status of family, .

From the data given in Chapter III, it appears that
the‘marital Stdtus‘afryarente does affect school withdrawal,
In L42% of the cases considered, the family life of the drop=
outs had been disrupted by death, divorce, or separation.

This was true for only 20.6% of the graduates.
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; ,_The,withdréwalapQIEQ-agmaf{rcm;slighbly'larg@r
fémiiieavthan;did.theggraduatas, the~average_ﬂumbapuaf~

children in the families of the former being five and in the

latter four.

-Pable XXXIX, a compe&ite of: ?ablea XVII and XXII in

Ghapter 1I1;-show8'that_a,1arger'namber‘aﬁtdvopﬁﬁatg-areﬁ

living in & home with two or more families.

TABLE XXXXX
NUMBEE OF E&MILIES LiVING*Iﬂ HGHES oF nRQ?nﬂﬁTS AND GRAEGATES

Brapwouts - '”'f?5f Graduétaﬁ‘

\wumber,ofvfamilieé No. . Per. cent No% ... Per cent
N S 3@ 73“5 T B

_"-“he drapwbut not ‘only came more often from a broken
home, and & 1&rgar family; ‘but. he was more 11kaly to have
poorly edueabe&<pa&enta.« over’ three~fourths oi' the mothers
(78%) and fathers (82%) of the. drap~outa haﬁ not attendaé
high gchdol. Only four of the total numher of parants wsre

high.achmal graduatea and none ofythﬁm,had-had.any‘gogxagﬁ

.trainingv

The graduates. came frem,bettar educated families¢

61.3% of the mothers end Sh,ﬁ% of. the fatﬁers ha& attended |

i

_high school and approxtmaﬁely 50% of the total umber

attending had graduated. 16,1% of the mathara and 8.1% of
the fatheérs had had college training.
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While the rate foanéﬁpléymﬂﬁﬁ‘af ﬁhéiparenta,waa
fairly low for both groups, a larger number of fathers of
the ﬁvqp;guts’weré'@ﬁempidﬁed (8,9%)’than ware;thé‘f&ﬁhﬁ?a
of the gra&ﬁates.(i;gg}q _Thefémyioymeﬁﬁ‘ﬁtatu# of the
mothers probably affected school withdrawal. 29,8% of the
mothers of the &rapﬁouzé-wgye embleye& outside the home and
2l1,6% of the mothers of the graduates. Also, 20% of the
mothers éf the graduates wers in professionel and managerial
oecu§ati§ns; the mothers of the drop-outs were employed
either in semi-skilled occupations or clericel and sales
occupsationss

The occupations of the fathers also appeared to affect
the length of stay in.schna&¢ Hore {164&%) of the fathers
of the graduates were engaged in professional and menagerial
occupations than were the fathers of the drop-outs (7.3%).
23;6%}o£:§h§'graduates' fathers were employed in skilled
occupations, while lﬁ;é% of the drop-outs' fathers were
employed in“skilla&,géﬁgpatiqnag

The dropwouts appqar@d'to pava come ffam finane
¢ially poorer families. ,A@yrcximately onaéthird (36.7%) of
theim“pafenés owned the homes in which they were living.
eveﬁ?cpewhalf:(§§¢?%) of the‘gnaduaﬁea* homes were owned by
their parents., Twiéé‘aa,many of the families of the drop-
outs elther had been on relief or were on relief at the

time of the child's withdrawal,
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‘The data relating to tho study has been presented and
interpreted, The following chapter will give the con&iﬁaions

and recommendations of the writer,



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS ARD RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions. On the basis of the data presented in

this study, there are conclusiona which geem to be justi~
fied. They are related to: Jindividual, educational, and
family factora.

The conclusions related to individual factors are:

1. Hore boys leave school before completing the
requlred course of study than girls.

2. Approximately one-half (49#) of the dropwouts
leave school at the age of sixteen, and the majority (70,6%)
leave during thelr freshman and sophomore years.

3. Physically, the drop-outs are slightly inferior
to the graduates.

. There is s tendency for the dropwouts to have
lower intelligence guotients than the grsaduates.

5. Even though more of the drop-outs work while
attending school, when they leave school before completing
the required course of étudy, they have more difficulty in
finding permanent employment. 25.5% of the dropeuts are
now unemployed,

The conclusions related to educatlonal factors are:

l. The anttendance data indicate that absenteeism was

more of & problem among drop-outs than among graduates.
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2, Retsrdation 1s symptomatic of early school
leaving. Many (41.,1%) of the drop-outs had been retarded
one or more grades in elementary schools 54.9% had rep&&ﬁea
one or more high.sgyuoi subjects and 60,8% were failing at
the time cfiwithﬁrawalg.

3. Fewargdrcpwqu#a participate in extra-curricular
activities than graduates. UL9% of the drop-outs had not
particlpated in any extra~curricular activities.

lis, Pew of the dropouts are interested in hobbles.
Only 20% stated that they had hobbles.

‘The conclusions related to family factors are: .

ls+. The drop-outs more axtangaﬁmafrrmm.broken,ho&as;
142% of the homes of the drop-outs had been broken.

24 Thavdrapfqups:é§e.mare.1ikely‘to_moma*from
slightly larger families.

3+, The early leavers are more likely.to have poorly
educated parents. 804 of their parents had not attended
higd.ach091; nene had attended colleges .

| L+ The drop-outs sppeared to have come from finan=-
cia}iy poorer families. 63.3% of the parents were renting
their homes and 1,0.8% had reagivségassiatanae from the:
,ﬁeﬁargmant Qf‘qulic'Welfare‘ The majarity,(éB.u%),or the
fathers of the drop~outs were employad in pemi-skilled

occupationsg,
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On the basis of the data presented in this study and
the conclusions made, the following general characteristiocs
of the drop-out das he appears in the Buena Vista High School
are given in order that the-petential‘drepwéut*might,be
recognized by the faculty.

1.. The potential drop=out will probably be older than
the other students in h13‘aia§s; since the majority of’the
dropwouts leave school at the age of sixteen during their
freshmen and sophomore years, and the majority‘ofitha
graduates complete thelr course of gtudy at’ the age of
séventeen.

2. The potentiasl drop-out will seldom qualify as a
"five pointer.”

3« There will be a tendency for the potential drop-
out to have a lower intelligence gquotient.

Y4+ The potential drop-out will more likely be &
gtudent who is working while aettending school and will
probably be working longer hours.

5, The potential drop-out will probably miss more
time from school than the other students,

6. The potential dropwout will probably be retarded
one .or more grades in elementary school, and willl probably
be failing bis high school subjects.

7+ The potentlial drop-out will very.selaam partici«
pate in extra~curricular ectivities or exhibit an interest

in hobbles,
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8, The potential drop~out will not only come more
often from a broken home, and a larger family, but will be
‘more likely to have poorly educated parents.

9+ The potential drop~out willtusualiy~c5me from &
financially poorer family. gis‘parents will most often be
renting their home, and will at some time be dependent on
assistance from the Department of Public Walfarau

.Recamméﬁﬁéfioné* on the baais mf the &bOVa coneluw

sions, the follmwing raeommanﬁations are madagv

i. Good health will contribute to regular and cone
tinued school attendance. The gchool should have a compre=~
hanﬂive‘yhysiﬁal‘éduéaﬁibn and.healﬁh,inaﬁruetign‘progrgm.
?roviﬁiéﬁ& should be mgdé to encourage and assist parents in
correcting the physical ﬁéfeaté of the students ia.accor&aﬁee
with racammendatianﬁ by'phyaioians and dentiet&. Healthy
.students today will make happy and erfeative citizens for
tﬁmmrvqwu

v2. Every effmrt shaulﬂ ha made by the school f&eulty
to recognize the agmptoms af early ﬁahaol &aaving at a time
when remedial steps may be taken. The problem should be
made more maaningful to teanhsre by having them pavtiaipate
An studias dealing with the oceupaticnal and economic status

of drop-outs, their success and fallure.
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3. The community, businesses, industries, and
ehuréhea*ahould'assist"ﬁha sc¢hool persomnel in exploring
the possibilities of a'youth recreational center, adequately
staffed with trained workers. The training of yéung'pGOple
for constructive use of lelsure time should certainly be one
of the major objectives of an educational program:

g The curriculum of the school should be reorganized
in order to care for the needs of these students who gre
withd?awing frcm\schdoi with inadsquate training to encounter
the prob;ema which they will inevitably faaae: Provisions
should be made in the sahocl program ror-iﬁdividual.
differences in capacity, ability, and inherest whereby the
needs of the students will more aatiafaetcri&y be met an&
,achievem@nt can be experienced. Thus, the holding power of
‘the school will be increased:

5, A comprehensive program of vcaatinnal guldance
should §§,59V°l°Ped whigh will asslst each bﬁy-and g;ri 1n
choosing, preparing for, and entering into & vocation in
which he can ba.raasahably~aura of success. Tha.éﬁudabimnal
experiences of these boys and girla shauld be so organized
as to show the ralationahip between whaﬁ they are aahieving
in school and the process of 1aarniﬁg to live and maka a
living, Not only will the youth be more capable of £inding
his place in soclety, but ha~willlbe m&re,able-to serve

himself and soc¢iety toward nobler ends.
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_ PERSONAL DATA SHEET

‘Date of interview

Name

Y R T ' Widdie

Date of birth —— — Sex. .
Year  HMontn DAy ' ¥ TF

Date of entry in first grade __ - —
. Year Month Day

Town _____ - State
SCHOOL DATA
Attendance
Number of days present: __ __, > s P n?

4 > o 7

. :.._..» e ..,i:;,....,- ,..._Ei___ ;
School progress

Grades .ropeated

High school subjects repeated

Was pupll passing minimum number of courses for promow

tion at the time' of leaving? _

Intelligence
o Qe Test glven

I. Q. ‘.. Test given
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Participation in extra-curricular activities

List activities participated in _

List any honorsg recelved while in school

Employment.
pid pupil work while attandinggaahcél? _ No. hrs,

per wks :Is student now empgoyed? . Position

Health

Was stu&ent a. flve pointer while in school?

NQ v of yrs.

Reaach(s)yfor leaving school, if not a graduate

Reasons Related to School:

i-?refhrred'wavk vo. school,

ww”“,ﬁialiked teaaher. .
Bisceuraged and cauld nat learn¢
Eialikad certain subjeata» “'
— Wae failing and ﬁid nct want to repaat grada.‘

sehoal orferinga 1n&dequate to meet naads and 1nﬁereat.
- {Explain,) ERPEE

.}Financial'ﬁaasagg:

Wanted spending momney.
Needed money to help at home,
- Needed money to buy clothes,
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Personal Reasons:

. PoOr healﬁha

. Perents wanted child to leave
_ Friendg had lef't schools

Others: ,

FAMILY DATA

Marital Status of Parents.

‘Are parents divorced? ___ Separated? ____ Deceased? _

Size of Famlly.
Number of children in family _____ Number of families
living in the home | | ’

Educéation éfyfﬁgéntag

“ﬁidAmother attend high sgﬁaoi?vmmmuﬁyﬁqﬁ.afvyaars

" Did father attend high school? aﬁﬂhﬁ,ﬁot,?ffyeaéa.

Did mother attend college? No.. of years.

Did . father attend college? ______ No. of years
Eaannmic,Staﬁua of Eamily‘

Occupation of father

'Geaugatﬁen of mother

Was family on relief ai the time of the child's leaving,
school? _
Was fémily on relief during part of the time child was

in school?
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