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The Commission, or the Commissioner with the 

approval of the Commission may, whenever it deems it advisable 

to do so to protect or promote the growth of oys t ers , close or 

open any area or restrict the manner or method of taking oyster~ 

in any area of the n a tural or public rocks, grounds or shoals 

for the purpose of rehabilitation, and may establish s eed beds 

and p lan t shells and other cultch thereon or transfer seed ther~to 

or take any other restorative measures which it or he may deem 

best. Subject areas may be closed for an entire season, or 

part of a season, or for so many days a week (Code of Virginia 

28-l-85). 

Oyster Harvesting Devices 

Oysters are harvested from public rocks ("Baylor 

Grounds ") with oyster tongs which are two rake-like heads with 

sharp t eeth attached to two long wooden shafts (Figure 6). They 

are placed in scissor- like opposition to each other to provide 

a "basket" when closed. Length of tong shafts are sometimes 

as lon g as 32 feet but most range from 18 to 22 feet. Hand 

tongs are the only gear which may be l egally used to harvest 

oysters from most o f Virginia's public rocks. These rules were 

established to prevent overharvestin g and depletion of the 

oyster populations on the natural rocks. An exception is the 

limited legal use of mechanized, larger and heavier patent tongs 

in deeper waters of the lower Rappahannock and in Bay waters 

outside certain rivers (Figure 4). Also dredges may be used 

during certain seasons in two or three areas in Tangier Sound. 
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Figure 6 

Illustrations of various oyster harvesting 

devices used in Virginia. 
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