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Heprinted from RHODORA, Vol. 75, 802, 1973 

THE MARINE ALGAE OF 
VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND 

INCLUDING THE CHESAPEAKE BAY AREA1 2 

FRANKLYN D. OTT 

INTRODUCTION 

Until 1965 there existed no publication treating any 
aspect of the benthic or attached marine algae of the coast 
of Virginia and Maryland including the Chesapeake Bay 
area. Prior to this date only minor references to particular 
species for this area .,can be found in the literature. This 
paucity of research can be attributed, in the main, to the 
lack of solid substrata permitting prolonged and extensive 
development of algal populations. Time spent on more 
favorable habitats such as the rocky shores of the New 
England coast offer, to the phycologist, far more rewarding 
results for his endeavors. 

The areas of the Virginia and Maryland coast facing 
directly upon the Atlantic are unstable, constantly moving, 
wave washed, sandy beaches. Behind the so-called Barrier 
Islands lie thousands of acres of Spartina salt marshes. In 
the shallow bays, between the Barrier Islands and the main
land, are abundant oyster reefs which offer a more stable 
substratum for algal growth. Since, however, the waters 
of these bays may reach temperatures in excess of 30°C 
during the summer only a limited number -of algal taxa are 
to be found. The muddy bottoms of these bays, among the 
oyster reefs, offer a continuous supply of sediments which 
are constantly kept in suspension by the tidal currents. 
Consequently, light penetration is not great. Even in shal
low waters it is virtually impossible to visually locate the 
algal populations. 

1This work is a result of research sponsored by NOAA Office of 
Sea Grant, Departmelllt of Co:mmerce, under Grant #1-86082 to the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science. 

2Virginia Institute of Marine Science Contribution No. 429. 
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