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OYSTER SJ;HlNG RFOORDS FOR RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER 

,Abstract 
. , . 

1. The Rappai;nnook River probabl7 n'ffer did get a consistent set of oyster spat. 

2. In the year 1941 occurred tjle beat set 1D recent years. No quantitative data. 

$. The set for 1942 was practically nil. 

-4. The set for 1945 was very small or none. 

s. The 1944 set was probably the second best in recent ,ea.I with an e.verage of 
176 apat per bushel for the whole river. -~ 

-6. Bo set of consequence occurred aboYe Towles Point· in 1945, and a very light 
set occurred below this point. 

7. Limited records indicate a year similar to 1945 for 1946. 

a. Tb, 1947 set averaged 44 spat per bushel with scarcely an7 above Towles Point-
still e VfJ'r7 poor set. 

9. The 1948 set was again poor and followed the pattern for 1946, 1946, aud 1947. 
Early spat counts gi:ve an average ot 80 spat per bushel for the whole river. 

10. The setting rate progressivel.1 decreases from the lower to the upper oyster 
bars of the Rappabannc,ck River. ... 

No quantitative data on the annual oyster set 1n the Rappahannock River 
prior to 1944 are available. Mr. Herbert Miller of .~egent, Va., has been oyster-
illl since before the Ii.rat World War and is now 1Dapector.(or Middlesea and 
Essex counties. Bis father lived and oystered in the same "1aces before him. 
According to Mr. Miller the Rappahannock never did get a consistent set each 
year._ However, when it did, the set was usually general all over the river. 
Be h&4,not noticed any particular bars which usually 19t a set w~en others d1dn1t. 
The·~~1oda of good oystering, as he remembers them, c~cide rather closely 
witb'1'eoonomic conditions. He rem•bers bis father tel.l!hg about the season or 
1900 in ,h1ch ha caught 38 bushels of oysters on the first day of the season 
anc:l 8 bushels on the lest dq. Thia sticks in Mr. Miller's memory as the beat 
season ever for oystering. The period 1924-27 was good for oystering, 1mpl71ng 
a good set about 192S or 1924. The early and mid-thirties were very poor seasons. 

The first Leboratoey record on the strike in the Rappahannock River is for 
1941. Menzel reports an excellent strike for this year. In 194&, oysterm.en were 
aa,ing there were more oysters in the river than there bad been for ntwenty years.n 
Menzel states many oysters from this set were big eno1,1gb to market 1D 194&. The 
inspectots for the area, Captains Boward Doggett and :rd Blakemore, also recall 
and talk about the good strike of 1941. 
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!he. set for .lW is uncertain, for Menzel states lees than one spat per 11hell. 
set o~ shell& planted at Corrotoman Point in the good-settil:Jg Oorrotoman River. 
Apparentl.J the 1942 set 1n the Rappahannock Rivttr proper ns a failure. 

The 1ear .!UI was also a failui-e. ..a.a1n M,nzel says less ~ban one epat 
per ten shells set on shelll!I pl~ted in tbe epring 11.t Oorro~o11µ1n Point. Capt 
Doggett has frequenti, cited 194\ and 1945 es the good setting years but· judging 
"rODl £'4enzels records, 1943 must lia•e been confu~ed with 1944, f'or the r1teorda 
show·the.latter to be the 7ear with a oomme~ial size set. 

The 1944 strike& Menzel 811d Mackin took 64 samples from 23 bare in the 
Bappab&imock River most17 1n June, Aug., and s~. of 1945. Os~ the figures 
for e]..evERl representative bars (distributed ev._ from mouth to head of the 
01s.t~ growing section' of the river), I found an average,.set of 176. spat per bushel 
for 1944. Generally, ·'the setting rate decreased gradually going u~ river. 
Alth~b this set was .not heavr, due to the 'lfollderful growth obtained in the 
·Rappahe,nnock Riyer, it resulted 1n good oystetimg in 1946, 1947, and to some 
degree 1n 1948. 

1945 aet1 Menzel states there was no set of consequence above Towl~s Po~t, 
and 9n ~E! t"Ocks below Towles Point> tbw, aet:..lY~apds161eapat p~rbgah~lD1 . . 
Rine or.~ eleYen well-distributed bars averaged~ spat per bushel accc;>rcirhg 
toJDT tabulatiq11s for the whole river. (Ro record for upper tt10 etatio~a) 

.lit§· @DI . Ro records are available on the 1946 strike, however, it is 
·evident .from ·iater exera:I nations that there was practicall7 none in ~he ~pper 
river and verr little set in the lot.er (56 per bushel at Butl.grs Bole). 

lff? aata In 1947 aixtean samples wer11 taken from ten tiara and an averago. 
·set of 44 -pa, p,r bushel was tound for tho river. irtost of tbia occnrred on t~,. 
bars :bel9w.1'owles Poiiit.witb practicall.T no set above. . 

. 1948 sett Thia set appears to be alino1Jt like the previous· three 7ears-- .. 
1945-47.;.;...with e. email set 1n the lower ri•er and none above !owlu Point. %be: 
set ro~',the river &V81'Ned so spat per bushel . 

· 1~ .. ;a.ppe~s that a setting gradient exists. in the Rappahannock River with 
the .. highest setting at the mouth or the river alld at the mouth or the Corrotoman· 
BJ.ver and a gradual. decrease 1n the set up the river. Thie a1tuat1on held for· 
one.lairl.y good aizlke ~d fou.r years ot poor strike.· 

IlefeitenQ881 

1. An~ reports of the Commission ot Fisheries alld the Fisheries laboratory. 
~-!:\;~ • j 

2. All ~wn ~blla),94 records or the Virginia Fisheries Laboratory. 
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fllCOBD OF ANRU.AL O!STER S'l'RID IN RAPP.ABANNOOlt RIVER 28 Dec 194.1 
~ · (A-w. No, of spat· per bu. on natural culoh) 
' Compiled by J. D. Andren .. 

Obs_.er Menael & Menzel & Andrews Andrews 
....... ______ 

Mackin Mecld.n 

Year MM ~ lU7. 11& Av• JJ!:U::48 . 
( tour yeue) 

Ro. of samples moetl.T 1, mostly l moet3¥ l or 2 
per bar 21 or 8 & 2 

Period or counts spriq & Sept. 1945 mostly Dec. mostly Dec. 
summer 145 1947 1948 

1. Butler&· Bole 519 148 140 

2. Broad Oraek 4.27 120 84 80 1615 

a. P8J'l'O\ta Rock 101 68 16 68 61 

4. • Dr.wllmODd ODOUlld 188 76 16&* 144* 1$7 

&. Bog Bouae 120 ' 7~ 8 82 

8. Smok7Poin\ 229 12 12 0 8$ 

7 • Punchbowl 65 0 0 ' 17 

a. Piney 1s1en4 129 0 10 2 S& 

9, loratt1co Bar 96 ·o I 0 25 

~. Bowlers Book 28 - 16 8 1'1 

n. Bo·ee Rock 56 - ..JL. ..IL ..&.. -
Total 19H 418 487 SM 

AV$l'qe 176** 46 44 80 74 

• on.eh.Us pl.anted springs or 1947 end 1948 • 
. ff Ave?iage of aU &O samples from all bars waa·l98. 
***Bearl.7 all mid-Sept. counts so mq have missed late set. 
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