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‘ \J.D.an&mw&.
OYSTER SETTING RECORDS FOR RAPPABARNOCK RIVER '

.Abgtract
1. The Rappab@pnook River probably never did éet 8 consistent set of oyster apat.

2+ In the year 1941 occurred the best set in recent years. No gquantitative data.
$. The set for 1942 was practicelly nil.
44 The Bet for 1948 wes very small or none.

5. The 1944 set was probsbly the second best in recent yeall§ with en everage of
178 epat per bushel for the whole river. e

B+ No set of consequence occurred above Towles Point in 1945, and & very light
sot occurred below this point.

~ 7 Limited records indicate a year similar to 1945 for 1946.

8. The 1947 set averaged 44 spat per bushel with scarcely any above Towles Point—
still e very poor set. .

9. The 1948 set was again poor and followed the pattern for 1946, 1848, and 1947,
Early spat counts give sn everage of B0 spat per bushel for the whole river.

10. The setting rate progressively decreases from the lower to the upper oyster
bars of the Rappahannock River.

, - - - - - - -~

No quantitative date on the annual oyster set in the Rappahannock River
prior to 1844 are svailable. lir. Herbert Miller of Regent, Va., has been oyster-
ing since before the First Forld War and is now 1napector.§pr Middlesex and
Bsgex counties. His father lived and oystered in the same ﬁlacea before him,
According to Mr. Miller the Rappaheannock never did get a consistent set each
year, However, when it did, the set was ususlly general all over the river.

He had not noticed any particular bars which usually get & set when others didn't.
Tha'ge?iods of good oystering, as he remembers them, céhncide rather closely
with'economic conditions. He remembers his father telling about the season of
1900 in which he caught 35 bushels of oysters on the first dey of the season

and 8 bughels on the last day. This sticks in Mr, Miller's memory as the best
season ever for oystering, The period 1924-27 was good for oystering, implying

a good set about 18285 or 1924, The early and mid-thirties were very poor sessons.

The first Leboratory record on the strike in the Rappehannock River is for
1841, Menzel reports sn excellent strike for this year. In 1948, oystermen were
saying there were more oysters in the river than there had been for "twenty years.®
Menzel states many oysters from this set were big enough to market in 1948. The
inspectors for the area, Captaing Howard Doggett and Ed Blakemore, slso recall
and talk ebout the good strike of 1941.
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The set for 1942 1s uncertaln,for Menzel states less then one spat per shell.
set on shells planted at Corrotoman Point in the good-setting Corrotomen River,
Apparently the 1942 set in the Rappshannock River proper was a fallure.

The year 1943 was slso & fallure. Again Menzel ssys lees than one spat
per ten shells set on ghells plg ted in the spring at Corrotoman Point, Cspt
Doggett has frequently cited 1943 and 1943 es the good setting years but judging
°pom Henvels records, 1945 must héve been confused with 1944, for the records
show the latter to be the year with a commercial siie set.

9 trdl Menzel and Mackin took 54 samples from 28 bars in the
Rappahannock River mostly in June, Aug., and Sept. of 1845. Using the figures
for eleven representative bars (distributed eveldy from mouth to head of the
oyster growing section of the river), I found an average set of 178 spat per bushel
for 1844, Generelly, the setting rate decreased gradually going up river.
Althpugh this set was not heevy, due to the womderful growth obtained in the

‘Rappehannock River, it resulted in good oyatsbﬁng in 1946, 1947, and to some

degree in 1948,
1945 gets Menzel states there was no set of coneequence sbove Towlea Point,
and on nine rocks below Towles Point,the Bet.#vadieged:10tedpet perrbushel,!
Nine of the eleven well-distributed bars averaged 48 spet per bushel acco. g
to my tabuletions for the whole river. (Ro record for upper two stations)

. No records are available on the 1948 strike, however, it is
evidant i‘rom leter examinations that there was practically none in the upper
river and very little set in the lcwer (56 per bushel at Butlers Hole).

1847 sat: In 1947 sixtesn semples were taken from ten bars and an average

-get of 44 gpat per bushel wes found for the river. Most of this ccenrred o tha.

bars below Towles Point with practically no set above.

1948 sety This set appears to be almost like the previous three yearge-
1945-47--with & small set in the lower river and none above Powles Point., Th‘a;
set for the river aversged 80 spat per bushel ‘

" It sppears that e setting gradient exists in the Rappahannock River with ,
the highest setting at the mouth of the river and at the mouth of the Corrotaman
River end a gradual decrease in the set up the river, This situetion held for
one. fairly good stike and four years of poor strike.

References:
1. Annpel reports of the Commisslon of Fisheries and the Fisheries beboratory.
2 All known ympublished records of the Virginia Pisheries Leboratory.



RECORD OF ANNUAL OYSTER STRIKE IN RAPPAHARROCK RIVER 28 Dec 1948
(Av. No, of epat per bu. on natural culch)

Compiled by J. D. Andrews .
Observer Menzel &  Henzel & Andrews Androvws ——————
Meockin Heckin
Year 1804 laggee  1ear 1968 ive 198dega
(four years)
Ro. of samples mostly 1, mostly 1l mostly 1 or 2
per bar g, or8 & R
Period of counts spring & Sept. 19456 wmostly Dec. mostly Dec.
summer '45 1947 1948
1, Butlers Hole 519 148 140 —
2+ Broad Crask 427 120 34 80 186
8. Parrotts Rock 101 58 16 68 B 3
4, Drummond Goound 168 78 166+ l4an 187
5. Hog House 120 4 74 8 se
6+ Smoky Point 220 12 12 0 6%
7. Punchbowl 85 0 0 4 17
8+ Piney Ieland 128 0 10 r4 85
9. ¥Horatbtico Bar €28 | -0 8 0 25
10. Bowlers Rock 28 - 18 8 17 1
11, Ross Rock 58 — 26 20 8
Total - 1988 418 487 884
Average 1763 46 44 50 74

# On, ghells plented springs of 1947 and 1948,
.## Averege of all 50 ssmples from all bars was 198,
#itlearly all mid-S8ept. counts o may have missed late set.
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