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A History of Printing in Colonial Virginia

Introduction

The desire for knowledge and the new thing is as old
as creation. Mecans of communicating ideas are as ancient
as the mind of man. Indeed,these seem to have been instincts
of prehistoric peoples. The ability to impart information te'
others was a heritage even of dwellers in the Stone Age.
Before the days of barter men traded news. It was é great
step forward when a crude plan was devised which enabled
man to express himself to others without making audible
sounds. In time the mark, the symbol,the primitive code
cognizable only to a few,have played theiir parts in tﬁe
dissemination of thought. The formation -of an alphabet
afforded a medium for the transcription of knowledge far
more effective than'any previously discovered method. In
weil timed steps,the facilities at the command of men to
register their knowledge,so that 1t might be uéed.hy their
geﬁeration and those that follow,have been steadlly advancing.

The first newspapers were written in manuscript form
and circulated long before the invention of the printing |
press, When the first newspaper appeared and the motives
that actuated 1its issuance,has been a matter of much
speculation among able scholars who have studied and
investigated the subject. The place of its appearance
also remains to this day unknown. Some give the honor

to ancient Venice,and others accord the accomplisihment
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‘to ﬂﬁme, A more careful research would in all probability
1aud china far’this unnderfui attainment, It is the
>cnnsensus of opinion among all authorities,however, that
in every cohntry the printea,pagerAhas evolved from the
.aldafashioned uews letters.

‘he gern of printing,may Possibly be found smong the
endaaycrs of the ancient Assyrian peoples to use wooden
biééks rather than poorly constructed pens to transcribe
their ideaa‘ The attempt of P1 Sheng,in China,to print
by using a fbnm of mﬁvahie type would probably be applauded
today as the rirst mileaggne on the road to modern printing,
yafe it not for the'fact that his native alphabet is and
‘has always been curdaﬁsin nature. The city of Haarlem,
1n a0;1anﬁ,ﬁas presented no work in proof of its claim
that Laurens Janzoon Coster,one of its inhabitants,invented
printing in 1423. Yo Johannes Gutenburg the world accords
the honor of h#ving done the f;rat printing from movable
type. His invention was readily recognized by Continental
Burope to contain something revolutionary in its field.
?hahdispiaceﬁenb af‘gha manuscriéa wriger and the incorporatikon
of the pﬁznting press was a matter of only a short time.
| in ihe efforts and aacqmpzishmenta of william Caxton,
the press fcﬁnd its home in England and from there 1t
was brought to Arerica in the carly years of her colonial
existence, in Colonial Massachusetis,where the first
printing press on English American soil was set up,it was
found to f1l1ll a significant place in the life of the Colony,
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From there we find it spreading within a few decades to
éi; af the other colunies. |

The record that printing and 3ourna1ism have nmade in
_varionaryarts of the world has been ably handled in the
past by some of the most eminent historlans and scholars,
The histvry of 3uurnalism in the United States has been
‘wvitten at Ignggh in recent years. But when we conslder
the uﬁrk of glaytonqurgenﬁe and ¥roth on the beginnings
nf=printing in Virginia,we have about exhausted .the
avaiiabla material in collected form.

B xs ia,thererora,the purpose of this paper to show

the workings and accomplishments of printing and the
newspaper in Colonial Virginia* An effort will be made

to trace shat most pawerful factor in making argiruzgge
pnﬁlic opinion--the gr&sa,frﬁm its 1ntrndu¢tion 1nto
Virginia until our revolutionary struggles visibly expressed
themselves by us¢ of arus,

The writer very gratefully aeknauiedges»his indebtedness
t0 the officials of the Virginia State Library,who have
given helpfui guidance in the Jocation of information
relative to early presses in Virginia,and to Dr. E.G.Swem]
of the College of wWilliam and lary Library,for his
painstaking direction in nointing out where all of the
known facts of Colonial Virginias Journalism might be found.
Acknowledgment for 6auvtesiea rendered is also made to
The News lLeader,a daily paper published in Richmond,Virginia:
The Times Dispatch,another daily paper of the same city:
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€Clerk of the Court of York County,Virginia: Dr.R.L.Morton,
Prﬁfeasor-of,nistory at §he\§oliege of william and Rary,
and - to any others who have rendered assistance iIn the
selection of material in making this study.

Sincere thanks are extended to Dr, E.M,.Gwathmey and
the pembers of -the Engiish Department on his comwmittee,
‘fcr_their painstaking care in going over the manusoript
and pointing out needed improvements and offering

“helpful suggestions,
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Chapter One
The First Press in Virginia

Previous to 1680, there seem to have been no printing
presses in Virginia, If tﬁe government of the Colony,or
any individual within the cclony wished anything printed,
1t must be written out by long hand and sent to a press
in England. Tnié wég‘gciually done in case of the printing
of the laws of the Assembly made in 16681-2. (1)

TherLcrds Commissioners of Foreign Plantations wrote
to 8ir filliam Berkeley in 1671,asking a mumber of
questions relative to the state of the royal government
in the Colony of Virginia., The purpose of one of these
questions was 1o determine the status of religious education
in the Colony,and in response to this the choleric old
governor made his oft quoted statemenﬁ with regard to
printing and the schools. Item number twenty three of this
inquiry sheet rcad: "What course is taken about the
instructing the people,within your government in the
christian Religion; and what provision ié there oade for
‘the paying of your ministry?"

Berkeley's sarcastic and exjpressive reply was:
"The same course that is taken in
England out of towns; every man according
to his ability instrmneting his children.
¥e have fforty eight parishes,and our
ninisters are well paid and by my consent
iﬁﬁuzgezgﬁﬁzéggf“%5f&§%Eé§%2%%§§§£§b§§§§§%§és,

s0 of this,the worst are sent us, and we had
few that we could boast of,since the persicution

{1) Hening,i;i¢,8tatutes at Large,Vol. Il ép.l&?wa
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in Cromwell's tirranny drove divers worthy
men bhither, But,i thank God, there are no [ree
schools nor printing and X hope we ehall not
have these hundred years; for learning has
brought disobedience,and heresy,and sects into
the world,and printing has divulged them,and
iibels against the heat government. God kKeep
us from hoth’”‘(23
The backwardness of Virginia in respect te printing
may be easily understood in the light of the above
statement,-?hia attitude on the part of the eccentric
old governor plainly doomed any effort that might have
been made to establish a press in Virglinia during his-
régime.
In 1680,Ychn Buckner,a werchant residing in Glouccster
County,Virginia,imported a printing press from Englana.
At the same time he procured a trained printer by the name
of william Nuthead to come to¢ Jamestown and operate it.(3)
The beginning of thec venture appecarcd very auspicious for
the promoter. That his undertaking received the sanction
and approval of the General JAssembly is supported and
practically proved by the fact that he received an order
from this body to print the Acts of the Assembly for

the year 1680, It would appeadr that this action was taken

{2) Hening,¥...,Statutes at Large of Varginia
Vol. XX p. 517

ik s Vi A A s S G B WP o D Sy 2ot o

(3) Bruce,Philip Alexander
Institutional History of Virginia
Vol. X p. 402
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without the knowledge of the Virginia Council for when
that body learned that ﬂutheaﬁ was about to issue the
session laws from the pr&ss,they prﬂmptly xaﬁke& into
the matter &na 1mme&iately aceuse& him of operating a
‘press without a license‘_rhe ensning action on the part
of the authorities 1s set forth in the following account:

- "Att a Councell held att James Citty
February 21:1682/3 Mr. John Buckner
being by his Excellency Thomas Lord
Culpeper ordered to appear this day
‘before him & the Councel to ansiwver for his
presumption,in printing the Acts of
Assembly wmade in James Citty im
Rovember 16G82,and several other papers,
-wlithout lycence,acguainted this board,
that he had several times commanded
the Printer not to let anything wvhatever
passe his presse,hefore he had obtained
his Excellencyts lycence,and that noe
acts of assembly are yet printed,only
two sheetes,wch were designed to be
presen:ed to his Bxcellency for his
approbation of the print: This board having
seriocusly consi:ercd,what the said :
Hr. John Bucknér has #aid,in his defence,
are well satisfied therewith, but for :
prevention of all troubles and inconvenicnces,
that may be occasioned thorow the liberty
of a presse,doc hereby order that
Mr, John Buckner and William Nulhead the
Printer enter into bond of one hundred
pounds sterling with good security, that
from and after the date hereof,nothing
be printed dy either of them,of what
nature soever,in the aforesald presse
or any other on this Colony,untill the
signification of his Maj'ties pleasure
shall Be known therein,which his
gxecllency hath pronlised to acguaint
his Majlesty with."(4)

Another necnrd of the same action oﬁ the part of
the Governor and hiis Council rezads thuss:

"feb,.21s8t 1682,John Buckner called before

(4) Cal. of Sgate Papors,tol. Berice,a.& W.l.
1681~-55 Item number 961.
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"the Ld. Culpeper and his council for printing the
"ilaws of 1650,without his excellencyts license,~-
"and he and the printer ordered to enter into bond
"in f100 not to print anything thereaftor,untll his
"majesty's pleasure should be known.?{5)

This order of the Governor and Council halted a worthy
enterprige almost at its outset. Whether Buckner made any
further attempt to Sécuré'proyer ;icense t0 operate a
printing shop ai 4 amestown is.nct Imown, Qf one thing'we
are certain and that is that he had only a short time to
abtaiﬁ-'§§g¢isaion'ta cqmpiéte the task he had undertaken
before the orders affecting his business were handed down
’froé higher authority and were maae.hare specific, On
: bépﬁembgr 29!1383;th§ above order of the Virginia Council
f»ﬁﬁswréga ﬁe:sre'thejneras of Trade in England.(6) After a
shert deliberation on the part of that Assembly,it was
' decided that the new governor,Lord Francis Howard of
Effingham, should 9ursue'a'poiigy'thaﬁAahaalut&Iy prohibited
“printing in Colonial ?irgi#ia, The order given 4o Howard
and as put into op&ration=in‘the Colony for several ycars
reads as fulluwa,‘(?} |

" ind whereas we have taken notice
of the inconvenience that may arise

by the Liberty of Printing in that
our ﬁalcmy »yOUu are to pmvﬁ.ﬂa ’by all

(a5) ﬁening,?.w‘,Statutes at Large of Virginia
vax i1 p. 518

Wmmmw—

Val Vil p. 10

W C———y T ———  I———v— W~

(7 }Calendar of State Papers,
Colonial Series, America and wWest Indies
1681~5 Numbers 1428 and 1428,
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necessary orders and Dircctions that
nc person be permitted to use any
press for printing upon any occasion
whatever.,"”

This order proves conclusively,in spite of the fact
that it is oftcn stated and argued otherwise,that at one
time the use of a printigg press for any purpose whatever,
was st?icgly fnvbiﬁ&eﬁ‘in Colonial Virginia, It was a sad
stroke of fate that an endeavor so fraitful and so fraught
with good for the peoole in that autocratic cra should be
so.cumpletely foiled 1nlits initial stage, It sccmed
inevitable that constituted authority should do other than
oppose the establishment of the press wherever it made
its invasions. On & minimized scale the history of the
attitude of the authorities toward the press in Vireginia,
was 3 reenaction of what had taken plage with regard to
its ecatablishment in other lands before it was brought
to Anerica, Iin the beginning these two forces came into
conflict and became marked as opposing powers,. for some
unsecn and undetermined reason.authority and the press
have ever becn antagonistic to each other, In Virginia
it was hard to get this conflict definitely setiddd and
indeed,for a long time,it appeared incapable of bheing
settied.

After the complete frustratfon of this attempt of
Buckneér and Buthead to establish a printing office at
Janestown,Buckner went back to his merchandising and
Planting,and Nuthead left the Colony and hecame a
printer in the Colony of Maryland, To¢ the former,the
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unﬁertaking had meant an enterprise of vexatious disappointment:
to the latter,a project that had spelied defeat and crushed
his hopes besides leaving him iIn rather desperate financial
straits,

The Ruler of Britain,in his instructions to Lord
Howard on October 9,1690,about seven years after the use of
a press had been strictly fPorbidden in the cglony,
modified the order to conditional prohibition,making
it read,"No printerts péess is to be used withon; the
Governor's leave first obtained.” (8) This order placed
printing upon the same basis in Virginia as was fdund in
existence in a;i of the northern colonies at the timé,
but even then it was slow in attempting to fmplant itself
where it had once tried and miserably failed. Tne result
was that it was forty-seven pears after the first attempt
was officially quashed before another type was set in
the 014 Donminion. The state of lethargy in regard te
ppinting in which we find Virginia during this perled
is due no doubt to this hostile attitude of the authorities
and to several other causes that combined 0 make the ficld
uninviting to the aspiring printer,

The settlers were face to face with the'tremenﬁnusi
tasks of conquering the fTorests,building houses,subduing
the Indians,and of gainigg a livelihood for themselves,

There were in the Colony many iarge landholders,

{8) Cal. State Papers,Col, Series,
1689-92 Iterm number 1099.
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Téwna failed to fl§uristhnd a sociahiiity and hospitality

.. developed that went to encourage a ruling class and not

a democracy or any type of democratic institution. The

lapge landholders of the country were Dore intercsted in

other fields of endeavor and seem to have looked upon the

products of any local press as entirely secondary in nature,

We should not infer from the above sStatements that there

was a dearth af}newspapers and reading materials in Virgiria
Qﬂring tnis pepiad,_for:dgubtlesg,sqab.was far from the
actual case. ifhe ﬂalcny‘engageﬁ in a very extensive trade,
and since there was a tendency on the part of t.& colonists

to vaiue the news o? England aué the Continent ahﬁve all

other,it is more than probable that the newspapers,books,

pamphkets,aua nther~produﬁts of the presses of Edinburg,
Bristol,Lendnn,and other sitiea of the Motherland found
their wagvinto the homes nf many of zpe ﬂnlopiata,thrangh
these commercial channels. | |

There 15 a mere indication ihat & pr&sﬁing press
was aperaﬁed in uilliamsiurg about 1700, Charles Evans
in bis american Bibliography iiats an imprint for the year
1702 at williamsburg by ¥Fr. Maggot. It is inciuded in
his callectigﬁ as number 1087. Other than this imprint

nothing has yet been discovered concerning this press.(9)

(9} !rath,baurenne, A llistory of Printing in culonial Maryland

Kote Ko. 4 Page 2.
Note No. 3 Yage 72.
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In 1698,Governor indros found it necessary to transmit
copies of the laws of the Colony to England in order that
- he méght get them printed.(10)} He stated that at that
time therc were me conveniences for printing them in
Virginia, The ﬁggiish'prinzers at this time had so much
trouble with tpé‘handﬁriﬁing_sent them that they sent
over paper with lines offi it and instructed the colonists
that whatever they wished printed in England must be
written on ruléa‘pager.{{gxa'is almest certain,thatefore,
that there was no press in the Colony in 1698, and nothing
is known that shows the existence of onc at the opening of

the eighteenth aentury"

(10) Brnce,?hilip &,,Inatitutinnal aistury of Virginia
Vol. p. 403
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Chapter Two-.
william Parks---Publie Printer.

It remained for ¥William Parks to set up the first
suceessful printing establishment in Co¥onial Virginia,
As soon as he had firrly established himself at Annapeolils,
‘Maryland,he at once began to consider Virginia an excellent
location for the opPeration of a press. Accordingly,he soon
began to formulate plans looking toward the eygratign of
a printing press within the Colony. |

He had emigrated from England,either directly or
by way of Pennsylvania, to Maryland and set up a printing
business at Annapolis,about 1726. He was printer to the
public and published a paper in that Colony, His efforts
there were from the outset as well rewarded as he had a
right to expeect,but the scarcity7ﬁaterials that hé had
offered to his press made the enterprise less lucrative
than he expected it would be., Therefore,in February 1727,
Parks came to Virginia and presented to the House of
Burgssses tentative proposals for printing a collection
of its lags. The terms he suggested ipmediately rceceived
the hearty commendation and approval of that body. A t
committce was aprointed,compoged of some of the Colonyes
most noted men,to arrange all of the minute details of
publication with the printer., The work authorized at this
time was not published until 1733,

In 1730 Parks made a trip to IEngland with the expressed
purpose of getting materidl for the Maryland Uazette. On
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that trip he did make arrangeuents whereby ”npon 311
Occasions,X shall be furnished with the freshest Intelligence
both from thénce and other parts of Eurapéiigtlﬁhe indications
are that the miaslﬁn of this voyage was tﬁ sasure the press
or umaterials far the press that he sct up a little 1aﬁer
in the same ycar at ﬂilliamsburg,Yirginia.iiz} In the
aarxl and Gazette for Juna 9,1730 he szated that,he had
Just returned from Sngiana whither h& had been ealled in
the intercst of his businesg. nile that buainess way

‘have &een in conneoction with his Maryland Gazette,vhich

'at‘that time was almost at the Enint of railure,iﬁ'
appcars more plausible tha£ his principal object was to
puréhase equipmeht and supplies for his préjacteé operations
in williéﬁsburg,

The éxa&t date of Panks's arrival at ¥41liamsburg
is purely a matter of conjecture, It is more than likely
that he started ta estﬁblisgkatqtnat place as soon as
he returned to Earyland from his voyage to England
referred t0 above. In the autumn of 1730 he mentioned
several times S.n the Maryland Lazette, his office in the
Virginia Capital and by July,1731,!e was advertising books
for sale in tRis same paper,for which subscriptions would
be received by him Yat his House,near the Capitol,in
williamsburg." (13) This latter statement would Seem to be

{((
{31Y 1ce,James Melvin, flistory of American Journallism-. P.45

(1.2)wroth,Lawrence,8i111iam Parks-—-Printer and Journalist of g
ond 0010n1al'¢1rginias Page 15.

--mwmmmmmmmmmm A WAEATE S ARG RS RN
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a fairly convincing indication that ﬁg the middle of the
~ Year 1731,he bad not only pabmanéntiy established hisg
p?ess in the &apigé;,ﬁutrthn;vhe ﬁaﬂ also ﬁagebiﬁp his
residence there. :
| ﬁuriug 17uﬂ‘and the‘eariier p§r;.ﬁf i?ﬁl ihe Moaryland
Gazeate. met with many &1ifipultigs and finaucial'reverses*
Wroth t&iis us that it was ﬂxéeontinch.frr nearly two
years. (14) During thig intermission before it»ﬁas begun
again on December 8,1732,Parks seems to have been putting

forth his strongest energies in an attempt to peefanently

astablish his printing business in Virginia, v

’ it is difficult if not imgousiblentgvaetérmine the
order as well as the numhef,pf the issues of this press
during the rewmainder of the year 1730. Of the known issues
only two rémaiﬁﬁana of these only a single cdpy of each

has yet.been disanvéred, The titles of these are,

ngograghiat4§*Q§ﬁ tg Erinting,by J. Markland,and A Charge

1o the Grand Jury,by Governor Gooch, The names of three -

other Products of this press during these months are

‘xnown viz.,The New Iobacco Law Passed May,1730,

The Dealers' Pocket Companion,and the Acts of the May

Session of the Virginia Assenbly,1730,(15) The aar%ie§t
- _ i6)
issue of this press has a right to the distinction,so far

as research bad revealed,of being called the first book.

{14) wroth,Lawrence €., A History of Printing in Col., Md.
Yage 69.

A—— . S

&% See (9

(15) Wroth,Lawrence C.,¥Wm. Parks- Printer and Journalist
of Colonial Virginia.Page 16,
(16) 1bid. Page 17. ' |
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?amphiet,ov paper to be printced and circulated in Virginia,
But which came first and the order of those that foliowed
cannot be definitely fixed. Since the Typographia was
written in commemoration of the advent of Pavks's pPress to
the Colony 1t would seem that it should be sélecteﬁ as the
first,but vhat little light that may be thrown on the
problem indicates that others preceded its publication.
The arrangement as given by wroth for the prodacts of this
press during the first year of fts operation 1s probably
" about as accurate as any. The order accepted by him is as
follows:
The New Tobacco Law Passed May,1730.
The Acts of the May Session,1730.
- “The Dealers' Pocket Cowpanion.
Gov. Yooch's,Charge to the Grand Jury,
JJMarklandts, Typographia, Ain 0de to Printing.(17)
The publication of the Virpginia Miscellany was one of

‘the chief accomplishments of Parks, through hid press in
Virginia in 1731, This work consisted of a collection |
of poems,essays,und transiations and was published 15
two volumes,.®

Under thc date of February 22,1727/28,the following
item was entered in the Jourhal of the House of Burgesses:

¥ 4 petition & proposals of William Parks for
printing a complete body of the Laws of this

{17) ¥roih,Lawrence G.,Willlam Parks,brinter ond Journaiist
- of England and Qolonial Virginia, pp. 17,18. ‘

® FOr other imprints of Parks's préss for 1741 and years
following see, A Bibliography of ¥irginia,by Dr. B.G.Swem;
The FPifth Annual Report of the Virginia State Librariang
#roth's book referred to in (17) above, |
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Colony now in force,and also the Laws
t0 be made hereafter from time to time,
was refer'd by the Leovernor,& Council to
the cnnsi&erat&an of this House,and was
read. :

"Résolved, That' it will be of public
use. and benefib to print & publish a
@omplete Body of the Laws of this Colony
now in rorca, ‘

"urdered,That the Speaker of this louse,

dr, Clayton & Mr. Blair members of this

House, Mr. ﬂandalzh Clerk of this :iouse &

Mr, Robertson CGlerk of the Council,or any

tiiree of them be appointed to - agree with

the s'd ¥m. Parks for the printing of a
Complete Body of the Laws of this Colony,

and to take a certain number of Books -

to be distributed to the public charge etc."(18)

This action was taken in response to the appcal of Parks
while he was yet 1in Maryland as referred to in an earlier
part of this paper. The first official record of the laws
actually being printed by Parks appears in the records
of Goochland County for uay 17,1?36, <he arrangement
whercby the County wias 0 receive coples of these laws
was stated by the Clerk in the following words:
"On Mr., Wm. Parks' letter to the Court

it is ordered that there be levied for

“him eight hundred pounds of tobacco cask

and convenlences at the next levy for

which the said Parks is to furnish

twelve copies of the laws of the last

session of the assenhly for the use of :
the justices.™(19) 2

€18) Journal of the liousc of Burgesses
" l727-34 Page 25.

S o O ""MM

{19) Virginia Historical M%g ine,vol., IXi. Yages 214,215,
Clayton~Torrence,william, A Trial Bihlicgraphy of
€olonial Virginia, Note to e entry mno. i21,
¥roth,L. c‘; i.Parks,Printer and - surnaixst of £x4. and
Colonial Virginia, Page 18, .
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In the eighteenth century even Virginia,which was more
populous than several of the other colonies, could not offer
a subsistence to the printér who selicited only private
patronage. Parks at the beginning of the eighteenth century
realized this fact and, therefore, entered a Petition for the
business of the government before he made any effort to
invest capital and start to work. In his attempts he met
wigth gratifying response from the very outset and later,
on May 18,1732,he secured all of the government Pprinting.

He was thereafter designated by the title of "Printer teo
the Public" (2®8) On January 7,1733,Parks presented another
petition to the House of Burgesses "praying that the House
will establish such a Salary for Printing the Laws,
Proclamations,and Journals of Assembly,for the Public

Use as may enable him to continue and carry on his
Business of Printing in this Colony." (21)

" This same record in the Journal further reads with regard
to the petition of Parks:

"Ordered,That the Petition do lie
upon the Table.

"grdered,That a Committee be appointed to
receive the Proposals of the said William
Parks; and that they do report the same,
with their #pinions thereupon to the House!"
On June the tenth the committee made a favorable report
to the assembly resulting in allowing P'arks one hundred and

twenty pounds annually for doing the public printing.

— e -
(20) Yournal of the House of Burgesses 172734
_entry_for June_7,1732.

(21) 1Ibia. Page 138.
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This aetion madﬁ the pres#rvation of the laws fairiy cortain
and placed the business qf.Paiﬁséugon a8 firm foundation.
From this time vn he devoted the greater part of his time
and effort toward advancing his interests in Virginia
‘almost to the meglect of his quties in Maryland.
Parks remained “Printer ta the Pubzie" to the time
of his death in 1?50, in 1?38 he petitiuned the House of
Burgesses for an inarease'&nﬁ as.a result hia compensation
was raised to two hundred pounds. annually. A second
petition with the same purpose in view was presented.in 1742,
which resulted in bringing his salary to two hundred and
thirty pounds per year and wshen a third and final request
was made in 1744,his tremendous worth to the Ceolony was
acknowledged by increasing his emolument to two hundred (23)
and eighty pounds a year. He was a ﬁeat printer and used
good Paper with the result that he rendered an inestimable
*servicé,to-ﬁhe»state,in giving to it records that can
' ecasily be read by the generations tﬁat have-faliowed him,

ettt amabiow

- Page ?26

(2&} Wroth L, G.,ﬁ‘ﬁistnrv af Pringing in caloniai Marg}ana
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Chapter %hrca,
william Parks and The ?irg&nia ﬁazette

"william Parks was a native of England and it scems
more nhan~1£keiy that he learned the printing trade in
that~§aunary.(24} A man by that name engaged in the
printing business at Lnéiow*and"tha evidence seems to
~ warrant the assumption that he was the same man that
later sattied at ﬁi}ligmshnrg_in Virginia, The indications
that Parks of Zngland,¥aryland and Virgiunia was the same
man as noted by wroth are:

1. There was an identity of name,and name of wife.
2. There was an identity of trade,and the
periods of activity were consecutive. -
3, There is 2 striking similarity in the extant
.- products of the various presses
4. The similarity of typographical style woula

. mark the products as having the impress of the
same Pperson,

- 8, %illiam Parks owned & negro named Ludlow and
we may surmise he was named by Parkg after the
the town in England in which Parks had spent
his boyhood.

6, fle ﬂamed the place of his residence in
Maryland ¥Yark Rall possibly after Parh hall
in England,

?. In the 1ist nf his sub“cribers to the

land YazZette were the names of guite a
numher of Englishmen that had no rceason V&t
given for being there unless Parks was =
acquainted in England. {28)

mhe éarly histcry of Parks is graetieally unknown

and very few facta have bheen deftnitely fixed by research

{24 )Thomas,isatah, Histo of Printing in America -
Ist., ed%tian 2 Page 143

T Ty I N . A ST W S NS Gy S Y G i T . T o Y. A, W

#8ee note 2;Pagc 73 Wroth's,liistory of Printing in Col. Md.

(25) wroth,L.C T"?T”ter an&fﬂburnalisg of EZa and va-
‘Pages 11 and 12, . 20
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conéerning him before his emigration to Anerica. Early in
1ife he acquired a love and devotion for literature and
letters sufficient in intensity to lend a tinge of
literary taste and character to the products of his pen and
press, lie possessed great initiative and enterprise. In
Colonial America where most of the printcrs were content
to r&st~quietly-fr0m their 1abqrs afier print1ng the
government documents and. whatever other books or pamphlets
that might be presented to‘theirﬁérééses,:?arks kept ever
busy trying to create a %eaaiﬁg'puhiié'and-torgive it the
literature necessary to accomplish that end. There is hardly
any doubt that the outstanding service rendered by Parks
in Virginia was his indefatigable endeavor.to give a medium
of cxpression to the potential yet dormant. literary talent
of its people. Wroth very aptly phrases the attainzent
of ihis'viréinia pioneer printer and journalist thus:
"it 15 as the nurse of literature

in & iand where literature hitherto

had gone untended that we £ind him

in the realm of bis greatest

accomplishment.” (26)

He was the truc man of affairs and not easily daunted
in his atiemptslie consummate his plans Qhen they were
fuilyffnrmed‘ lic seems to have been the‘type iﬂ consider
calmly the factors affecting any situation ond then to
deliberate uponAits possibilities before resolving to
utilize his energies in prosecution of a specific

undertaking, He cstablished papers in two colonial towns

(26)wroth,L.C., William Parks,Printer of Eng. and Col. Va.
Yage 18F.
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of Ameriea and printed the cnllected laws of two coion;es,
The successful aperation of a printing press in a country
like virginxa in these early days when the only meeting
piaﬁes were the churches and aourthouses was an anaertaking
of no small yropartigns. e soon breaght the Galony that
" came into the field so much belated,inta a position of
impnrtance farorably cnmparaﬁle to the typngraphical
establishments of the ather4enlaﬂ1es,{2?} it has been said
of him that during his youth "he seems to have possessed

foot=loose qualities that distinguished the printer® in
' the later years of his life.(28) Throughout all of his
career he manifested no signs of.d?éading or fearing the
difficult task, Enterprise anﬁ genius cnmﬁineﬂ‘with an
enthusiastic determination won for him the éovétad goal
of success in bis chosen field. To him as wuch as any
printer §f bis day,Franklin alone excepted, America owes
a tremendous debt of gratitude for the services he rendered
as a pioneer pfiﬁter'an& 103?33115&.(&9}

‘Having made & success of his printing projects and

raised himself in the estimation of the people to the
point where thej were willing to plaﬁe cbnfiﬂence in him

1575 wroth,L. C.,Historg of Frinting in Col, Kda Page 73.

ww»mm-nﬁ-&ds-—'“w " e - m-w-nwuw%wﬂmmﬁn

(28) wroth's,¥m. Parks,Printer and “onrﬁaiist of Eng. and Ya,
Page 10 -
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(29) wroth's, Hist. of Pringing in Md.
' Page 73.
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he next conceived the idea of;pnbliShing a paper in the
Colony. lLis previous experience in connection with his papers
in England and Maryland made this a familiar and no doubt,
inviting field for him, However,in a land where local papers
" were unheard of,communication exceedinglg slow.as well as
limited,and in territory where mail was taken from.calﬂhy
to colony ¢nly once a wcek,he 18 to be highly commended
for his resolution. After carefully weighing the situation
and talking the matter over with his fricnds he commented
upon the.paygrs~pﬁblish¢&.1n‘othar.cuiﬁnies and made known
his intentions in Virginia in the following words:
®®¥rom these examples and the encouragement
of several gentlemen on the prospect I
have of success in this ancient and best
settled colony of Virginia, I am induced
‘to send forth weekly papors here,--- not
doubting t0o meet with as good encouragement
as others,or at least &S may enable me
to carry them on." (30)
fe accordingly advertised that he would begin a Gazette and
' that:he_weuld accept subscription for the same at fifteen
shillings per annum. (30) C
On August 6,1736, Parks brought out the Virginia Gazette,
she first paper to be published in Colonial Virginia,
This primal issue has been described as follows:
. %a small dingy sheet,containing 2 few
items of foreign news, the ads of
williamsburg shopkeepers,notices of
the arrival and departure of shipsg
a few chance particulars relating to
persons or affairs of the c-lony; and
poetical effusions celebrating the

charws of Myrtilla,Florella or other
belles of the period.”(31)

T{30) Lce,Jdamcs Nelvin, History of Amorican Jonrnaiism. P.50
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(31) ibid. rage 80.
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The ﬁazetté.wgs iésned_regulav;y on Friday of each
week, The earliest ébﬁy'knayn.ﬁé be in existence today is
numbed six, The caption of tﬂéﬁ reads as follows:

- THE

L . | NUMB 6
 VIRGINIA . GAZETTE

Containing the freshest éﬁiiaés,ﬁuraign and Domestic

frow Friday,September 3, to Priday,September 10,1736

The gaps in the flow of this paper are numerous and in
several cases rather long. There seems to be no ground,
‘however, to assume anything other thaﬁ tﬁat the vapers were
destroyed, If any‘bréak nas‘maﬁe in the line of publication
of the paper before the death of Parks no reference was
_‘mada to it 4in the'payers that are extant. Issue number 52
came from thce press on July 29,173?;wh1ea proves conciusiveiyt
that there were no breaks during the first year of its
publication.
The fact that Parks did not travel a primrose path
in the editorship of this paper is. proved by the following
letter taken from the Uazette for Friday,July 26, 1?37:
"T0 Subscribers of Virginia Gazette
boantlemens;
, "This paper,being no. 52,completes the
year,from the first publication of
them; and X have,as near as possible,
comply*d with my proposals,printed in
the Introduction of the first Gazette.
I hope I have given such Satisfaction,
as will induce you to continue your
subscription for another year.
"Men of Learning will readily acknowledge

the Usefulness of a Press,especially in an
Infant Country; & I have great Beason
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te hope from the experience X have
made that there are Gentlemen of
Learning,Genius and Public Spirit,in
this Colony who will be ready to encourage this
and all laudable undertakings. I find indeed,
a general Inclination nmong my Customers,to
have the Virginia UazZette carriecd on,only some
who live remote complain of the difficulty
in getting them because of their Miscarriage,
which has been chiefly occasih'd by persons
breaking them open,who are desirous of news,
but are too mercenary to pay for it. However,
1 hope that Practice will be prevented for the
future,by the method I have taken, of writing
the Qwners Names dn the Paper itself,as well
as on the cover; & byfny publishing my
resolution to prosecute those who shall
be found offending therein. If this method
Paitlis,i am willing further to oblige; and
do hereby promisc,that 1 will send meSsengers
on purpose with them, to such counties as shall
have a sufficlent number of subscribers to
defray the charge,and as often as they shall
in reason require,and the weather will permit.-
gn this offer,which will be attended with
mich trouble and expence,every Good-natur'd
Person will Judge how desirous 1 am to ,
pPlease the Gentlemen of the Country. I have

" preceived much encouragement from {which I take
this opportunity gratefully to acknowledge)
and L flatter myself with the continuance of
their favor.as I shall use my uthiiost Endeavor
to merit it.” o

And then as a posi-script to the above letter he adds:
YAs 1 have been at much Trouble and Expence,
for Intelliigence,Vaper,Printing,Pirecting and
Conveying these Papers,l hope the Lentliemen
will contrive their Subscription-Money to
me a8 sobn as they can conveniently.”

Parks had entertained hopes of making his paper

an integral part of the life of the Colony. li¢ geems to

have possessed an earnest desire to make the Gazette an

expression of the literary ﬁhdencies and accomplishments
cfAthe leading personalities among his constituency. That
he had hoped to serve his people wvith constructive articles

representing the cxpressed views of the people in the
Colony,as well as furnish them with local and foreign news,
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is shown 13 his letter printed‘in the Yirginia Sazette

for August 10 ,1739, Ih raads in part as foilens'

‘when I firse publishéd these Papers,
I propositd to entertain my Customers,
now and then occasionally,or when there
was & scarclty of News with Pieces
Instructive or Iverting; iIn which X

' Plattercd mysclf with the assgistance
of the Gentlemen of this Country,many
“of whom want neither Learning,.or fine
Natural Parts,to qualify then ggr the
‘task: But I cannot help taking;€ifat
either thro' their too great MNodesty,
or wgnt of application in the BService
of the Public,l £ind mysclf greatly
‘disappeinted in my Expectation of their

Assistanced And thercfore have sometimes
been obliged to collect from anthors,
{which perhaps oay not be in the Hands
of a great Part of my Readers) such
Pieces,as may answer the Ends propos‘d,”

. For thirty years the Yirginia Lagette was the sole

’newspaper Printe& in the Colony. In a certain sense we
~hara to aﬂmit that it was hamper%d by what amounted to
liﬁtle less than official eensurship,but nevertheless,

1t stood the test. It is trde that these early issues

were oﬁly the mérést-chrunialera of most concise bits

- of news, Tﬁey gave the pecple the meagre happenings,devoid
of vhilosophy, that wight he used by the and their progeny
in getting a view of the age. They served as a guide for
the peogla of that early day an&,mxrrar to us the popular
11?6 of our persevcring anaestﬂrs‘ mha mademn type of
elitorial found no plnce in the paper 0£’Parks of in those
of his sncaesaors;during-the Calpnial Period in virginia.
A small}l asmount of space was gibe# to caﬁmunications
concerning the foremost taﬁécs of the day. Hews from

other parts of the world,a little information as to local
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happenings of importance, and usnally‘a_part of a column
of adveriiscments,made uplthe paper.

It is interesting to note the large percentage of -
foreign news %n these issues vhen compared with that of
the community and country. Now and thén we find a paper that
ésntains ailmost wholly foreign events and happenings. Almost
invariably this news was many modths,and in numerous cases,
a year or more old. The forelgn content was exclusively
Eurobean,and especially Englisn.

the language used was inclined to be pompous id style,
certainly when vieved in the light of modern Jégvnalistie
expression,hntgiﬁ'was truly characteristic of the times.

# . '
A glance at a few of the earlier notices and articles
will,1I am sure,serve to substantiate this claiw, I quote
first several articles in the form of afmouncements copied
‘from the earliest extant Gazette . This paper is dated
September 3-10,1736.
“&r, Jonathan Gibson,whose Election
was declared vold,as mentioned in the
Gazette NO, 4,1s rechosen a Burgess
for the County of CGarciine.®
"¥e are informed,from several Parts of
the Country,that there will be a great Scarcity
of Cider,this ¥ear,the Apple-Orchards having
generally fail'd: So that *tis believed it
will bear a good Price to thosc who wall bring
it from other Parts to sell,”
"This Evening will be performed at the
theatre,by the young Gentlicmen of the
College,The Tragedy of Cato: And on
Monday,Wednesday,and Priday next, will
be acted the following Comedies by the
tGentlemen & Ladies of this Country,

viz. The Busy-Body,The Recruiting-Gfficer,
and The Beaux- Stratsagem.”
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B

Another from _the suwe paper>hut at a much later date:
“1he auhscription purse of seventy-five
pounds,was run for at Richmond on the 12th
inst.,that being Fair Day,and was unn,by
ey wxlliam Hardyman's sorrel mare.”
These brief notices selected at random from among

the mﬁhy-that appeared in the first Virg;nia Cazette

during its eventfnlt&géﬁéi&ﬁzserva te yortray the

stilteé and in many cases indirect method of expression,
so prevalent in Colonial Virginia. The attempt to be
politely furmal led not infreéuently to a type of
punctiliousness that approached awkwardness, In an honest

attempt to aveid verbosity the language often appears

ostentatious, The editor of the ¥Virginia Gazette was a
master in the condensation of news. lHe never used two
lines-if he might passibly express what he wished to
tell in one,

we find the same characteristics present when we
come to consider the advertiscments of this paper, The
inclusion of a feyw rumples here will serve to demonstrate
the thoupiht in wmind. These re selected at random from the
Gazettes_ and tell their stories as follows:
"To be Lett of Sold very reasonably.
"rthe House which belonged to Col, Jenings,
in which the Eristel Stere vas lataly kept,
being the next House to John Clayton's Esg:
in williamsburg, It is a large commodious
Housc,with Ywo Letsg,a Garden,Coacheliguse,
Stable,and other Outhouses and Conveniences.
Enquire of Capt. tilliam Rogers,in York,
or of william Parks,?rinter in williamsburg.

"po be Sold by the Subscriber,in Goochland
County,.a tract of valuable,vell-timber'd lang,
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ﬁﬂntaiﬂiﬁg 4000, acres,lying on Great~-Guinea
Creek,in the said County. Any Person inclinable
to Purchase,nay have any Part of it for ten Pounds
per Bundred Acres,or at a cheaper rate for the
ﬁhole Tract.,”

Pevhaps no other part of these early Papers morevividly
" portrays the prevalent literary talent of the age and the
life and customs of the people than these early advertisements.
They to a great degree,represent the literary ability of
the lcading men of. the Colony as it showed ftself in the
efforts of these men to sell their property 6r to have
something vreturned to them that had strayed or been stolen,
. Vivacity and literary value as well were gilven to

the Uazette by the occaéienali$£&§§i§GEEé§>af letters,
essays, eplgrams, anecdotes, and pPoens, WHost of these were
ﬁonzributed by an unpaid stal’f of newspaperswriters,
composed almost wholly of the friends of the editor, An
example of how the pent-up poetic ability of thé age could
express itself when occajon required it is afforded by
" an Ode to the Prince and Princess of wales” , composed
by Stephen Duck,in commemoration of the visit of. the
Prince and his bride to Bichmond Gardens. This visit was
made in May 17356, and the Gazette for September 24-
October 1,1736,carried the follewing poem:

Yo Muses ﬁaii the Roial Dame,

vhose Charms Report cmcel;

Charms! brighter far than Sounding Fame,

®ith all her Tongues,could tell,

“uhi tlorious ?RLKCE. Brittania‘'s Prida,

Welcome to Richmond Seats,

Where Nature proved to plcase your Briﬁe,
Displays hep choilcest Swveets,
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"gee!’ Pragrant Beasutles deck the Green,

. The Branches bloom Delight;.

Gay Flora paints the verdent Scene,

To charm your CORSORTS Sight.

"HHear! how the neather*ﬁ aarhling Throng

Congratulate your Falr! -

Not more melodious was their song

76 the First vedded Paiyp,

"The Padr in Bden,dNe'‘er repos'd

ghere Uroves more lovely grows

“Thése Groves in Eden,Ne'er inclos'd

A lovelier Pair than Yon.

*You! happier than tha ¥ormer Two,
" Have nobler fasks assigned;

*Twas Theirs to curse the World; but You

Werc bor:n to bless Mankind."
' while the poem a9 a whole inadvertantly discivses the fact
that it was the spontancous gutpouring from the pen of
an anateur, the poet reaches a few heights of rhythmic
fervor that are worthy of the congratulation of truc genilus.
vhere in literature 1is there a more expressive phrase than
"the Feather'd warbling Throng"? It was just sooh rhythmical
effusions as this,combined with the essays of the time—
that gave the Virginia Uazette its literary value at the time.

There is o poen print@d in issue nusber 12,entitled

"The Lady's Complaint,.¥ This also appears to be the product
of inspiration created by the happenings of thce hour, It is
a poetic plea sceking more freedom for wcman ©of less for man.
‘There are many other such sutburasts dotted here and there
through the pages of this Larly pa per giving sllent
testimony to the fagt that the poctic instinct was not
wholly dormant and also,that it was the desire of the
editor to give his customers the best he could obtain in

the literary field,through this ncwly developed medium,
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IN another strain we find the age-long topic of
woman’s dress disaussed,‘As~early~as:;he second extant
issue we Cind’' an argicle touchtng on the fashions of the
time. The departure of the young ladies of the day from
'the stylies of thedir paragons of grandmothers is bewalled
in dolorous tones by dumbfounded correspondents, The |
opinion is expressed by some ﬁriters that the ladles were
giving over their whole time to parties,dancing,anﬁ such
. frivolous affairs as following the extremes of fashion.

- The' above considerations are sufficient to show that
. the Gazette of wWilliam Parks was really a part of the life
Oof the Colony in which: it was published,. At its inception
the people were unorganized and there was little concerted
action. Through #ts pages the problems of the people were
revealed to them in a wmore forceful light than they had
been accustomed to see them., Thus this instrument served
to advance civilization and to hring the people closer
together. l1ts cowming inspired thc calany to higher aims

and caused the solonists to glive voice to thelr aspirations,



32,

| ‘Chapter Four
;'ﬁiﬁer Services of Parks---lils Death and Will
in 1743 Parks opened a bookstore at Wiliiamsburg in
//
'attempt to’ su?piy the reading public with the books and
pamphletﬁ from his press and to Bake available reading
/A

&
materials that were not readily acaessible elsewhere,

thereafter pProposed to the Faculty of the College

o:’f{: w:l.'m} g:L:am and Mary that he be allowed to furnish the
»Béudg%ts with textbooks, According to Dr, Tyler,the (32)
ﬁqg;; y Minutes of the College show that his affer was
acééﬁﬁed pfovided,“he would take all the textbooks now
in»cqllege at 356 per cent advance on the sterling cost,
to mh&e it currency." This store seems to have been
quitg la sucecess, That Parks continued to oyerate it in
conﬁéction with the publication of the Gazette is
indi%?ted by the frequent advertisements in that paper
of both ancient and medern classics fof‘séle at the
"bookstore in wiiliamshurg‘“

Ano ther distinctive service rendered Colonial Virginia
by this pioneer jourmalist was the establishment in its
capital c#ty of a paper mill,the First in America south
of Pennsylvania, The exact date 8f its construction is
not known but signs point to the year 1744, A poem entitled
%The Paper Mill" was published in the Virginia Gazette for
July 26,1744,which is nothing more than a humoOrous request
for rags with vhich to operate this mill, Paper for printing
purposes in the Colony had been very expensivé,extremely

scarce,and hard. to obtain and Parks conceived this idea

(32) william and Mary Quarterly Vol.¥1XI,Page 10.
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of making his burdens lighater. This‘mndertaking meant
a great deal to the Colony and it is not to be doubted that
an inestimahielservice.was:éaﬁdefed.in this regard.fe had
been running a book storelaﬁ ﬁénéver-eéurthdase for sone=
time prior to his death. Thenrecerd qf‘tﬁe settlement of
Lis estate fduna in‘the.eléfkﬁ offiée at Yorktown shows "
that this business was ﬁis?béeg of in éarrjiug out the
 orders of his‘will. | |

There is a deed an recer%'at Yorktawn that reweals
Mrs, Sarah Packe, the widow of Gapﬁain Graves Packe, as
a parﬁner with ?arks in hié printing business and stoee-~
house at williamsburg., The object of this deed is to procure
a settlement of existing accounts between him and
Mrs. Packe#., Just how much settlement was done in exécution of
deed is,more or less,a matter of conjecture since the
account withfﬁrs. Packe is représented by him later in
his will as being~”apeni |

Parks continued to play an important role iﬁ the 1ife
of the Coliony until 1750. On March 23 of that year he
embarked for England and while on board the ship was
taken with the $leurisy and died April 1,after only
a few aaysféllness. He was taken on to England and
there his body was laid to rest at Gosport.

His will was proved at Yorktown June 18,1750,by two

of those that had formerly witnessed 1its formation,

# Mrs, Packets name is spelled twice 1n the will of
Parks and each time it is spelled Mrs, Pack.

this
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In part 1t reads as ﬁollaus~

ny hequeath my Soul to Gad hoping thrangh
the Herits of Christ the same shall be saved

" and my Body to be buried in a decent manner.

"Imprimis X1 give and dbequeath all my Estate
wvhe theyr Real or Personal to oy Daughter
Eleanor Shelton and the Helrs of her Body
lawfully begotten after all my Just Debts
and Legacys hereafter*bequeathed are duly
&ischarge& .

"Item i ﬂive and hequeath to my Sister Jane
Spilsbury« fifty Pennds Current money of

- Virginia.

"Item 1 give and bequeath anenhundrca Pounds
1ike money to de divideds® gqually amongst my

said sister Janc Spilsburys Children to be paid

to @y brother in Lau‘Thamas Spilsbury or his
lawful attorney.

“Ytem X give and bequeath to my aieterlglizabeth

Parks £ifty Pounds Current Money of Virginia

-aforesagid, It is my desire that my wife
Eleanor Parks and ny Son in Law John Shelton

do carry on and complete Printing the Laws

of Virginia which I have undertaken., And it is
my desire that the Accounts now BPen between
Mrs. Sarah Pack and me he Settled by My, John
Garland on her part and Mr. Zenjamin Waller
on my part and all the Contracts or Agrecments
between  the said Sarah Pack and me to stand
vold til the determination of John Garland and
Benjanmin wyaller aforesaid." (33)

arms name 1.8 often speueﬁ Spitzburg but the will of“ﬁarks'
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*e the will of Parks is quoted as stipulating 5106 to eacb I ’,1 2
of Jane Spilsbury's children which is obvicusly ccntrary
fact. Dr,.Tyler makes this error in a reproduction of

will in the william and Mary Quarterly Yel. ViI,Page ta2f,
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(33) the portion of the will of Parks quoted here was

copied from

number 200

%&g original found in Wills and Inventories,
oY the years 1746-1759,in the Clerkiy 0fFfice

at Yorktown,¥irginia., It differs alightlv from any
reprint of it I have seen, This record as it has been
bound by the Virginia Association for the Preservation of
American Antiquities is casily legible and readily accesidle.

W’;
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‘At the death of Parks the settloment of his cstate
on recurd at Yorktown reveals that his assets were only
a 1ittle morc than his liabilities. e left property valucd
at a iittle more than six thousand pounds while his
indebtedness was only a little short of that sum, ¥e sce
therefore, that his lﬁbors'wera,fromsa pecuniary standpoint,
unrewarded and that his heirs had to be gagtent with
Enowing his will gancegning ;hew rath&rithan by receiving

an expression of it¢ in tangible form.
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Chapter Five
The successors of William Parks
After tie death of P'arks the uazetée was discontinued
for several months, On January $,1751, will&am Hunter, a
npative of Yorktown, roevived the paper and published issue
Nunbher 1. .¢ placed the unzZetie again‘berﬁre the public
under its foermer title, "ihe Yirminia onzegte,With the
Freshiest Advices;ioreign and Bomésﬁicf It was his zim to
dinfluence the life of the people and mold public spinion
through the <¢olumns of his puaper. In this endeavor he hiad
many more chances to make a success than his redocessor,
unter was a friend of llenjamin Erank;in,ana.thpough
him was appointed deputy Postmaster Leneral in 1753. He
continued to hold this office until his death in 1761,
in conjunction with the abhave office Hunter was also
iostmaster in williasasburg, These affices gave him a
wiich better chunce to get the news of the day and
conscguently to publish 5 Sore worthy paper. Under his
cditorship the Virginia uazette continued to make its
impress upon the iife of the people,but that it yet had
obatacles to overcome is showm by the following notice
ingerted by flunter in issue Fusber 52,fof December 27,1751t
¥ rhis paper concludes the first yesr of
the Gazette publication and os I have
been at great expense,as well in printing
as sending then to different parts of
the country,by special nessenters,l
hope my custemers will faver e with
thedir subscription money &3 Soos as
possibhiec that I may be Cnabled to continue
them~-~1 am senstble there are many who
complain of not getting tholr papers so

regular as they dceire,but hope they wiil
be kind enocugh o oxcuse it,when they
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donsider the many inconvenitnces the
colony labours under both in this and other
respects,for want of rcgular posts through the
country. ilowever,as we daily expect the arrival
of a postmasteraiencralé<,.we have no reason to
doubt,but that the Post-0ifice will be rogulated
in such a manner as will give content. In the
meantime,as L shall do all in my power to
dispatch the GazZeties, as well by different
Posts,as favorable opportunities,i hope my
customers will contipue their favors,and oblige
their very humble servanté,The Printer,”
This Lazette shows m noticeable ilmprovement over
the earlier puaper by PFarks, 1t reveals a great aﬁi&ity
on the part of the editor to plan and publish a paper
pleasing in appearance as well as goutont. Oh the pages
of Hunter's udazettc are to be found some of the best written
and best edited essays that appearod in the entire country
during the celonial period, Many contributions contained
in its columns graaiaim the fact that the Uld Dowinion
of that day was not devoid of literary talent.
on August 15,1750/561,before liunter began his work as
editor of the uazette,.© purchased "log 4." on which the nrfice
of Parks had stood, from Ellyson Armistead,Sheriff of York
County. Thus thoe property came into his possession.and in
order that the Yazette be continued after his death he provided
in his will that his exXecutors should enter into partnership
with Joséph Royle and continue to operate the printing office.
Hunter's plan for the perpctuation of the Gazette was
entirely 3uccesérul,£or we find that at his death in 1781
Royle at once took up the publication of the paper under the
name of J.Rovlie & Company. le no doubt had becn associated

with Hunter before. lie bad married Rosanna,lunter®s half-sister and

SThis word should begin with a capital letter but in copying it
from the original X copied it a8 a small letter, I find that
it is given the samc _way by Jd ug%ee in bis History of

ne 5 . .

Anericap Jdournalism PP. 50 an
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»cnn&equ&ntlyltha paper remained in the family. The ¢rown
sheet used by Hunter in gublishing the paper was enlar-cd
to o full demy size in the issues of Ro}led press. The only
extant copy of the Lazette under the editorship of Ro¥le
that has yet becn lacated ie,ﬁﬁg,issug of February 12,17¢2,

The will of §0a§§hjﬁay$e wus proved at.ipr:teun on the
nipeteenth,af4ﬁay,1?ﬁﬁg it reveals a similar provision .
Atbab.yreviau81y i1aid down by'aunter,fa? thie the cantﬁnded
pubiication of ﬁﬁe‘Virginia,Qazeﬁte,aaa eﬁaratien_ef the
printing business,

Afseotchman,by'the naxe of Alexander Fakdie,vho had
heen living férSQNEJtime in thoe howme of Hoyle becawe his
successor as the publisher of tihie Uazette. e first
issue under his eddtorship came from the press Harch 7,1766,
& few wonths af'ter the :efth of Royle. ipn this initiel
issﬁa he inserted the followlug indication of his purposes
and plansi~

Prired with an involuntary recess
from business for three or four months
past, the advantage which a4 mewspaper
is generally looked upon to be of in
a community,and the encouragesent I have
aliready wet with from g number of lafe
customers to the Virginia Gazetie,bave
determined we to resuwue its publication,
at the usual price of fiftesn shillings
& yvear and to insert advertisements as
formerly. I intend sending the Uazette to

-all the old castomers,flattering wmyself

T they will countenance this undertaking;
and should they ehuogse o decline, they
will please acguaint we. Ko pains shall
be spared to give satisfaction, nor will
the price of the Virginia Gazette,
notwithstanding my propesal to ask the
same for it as usual,be greater than
that of any other paper that may be puhlished
in the Colony. The Press shall likewise be
as free as any Gentleman can wish,or
desire,and I crave the countenance and favor
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of the publick no longer than my conduct

way appear'to merit their aﬁprobation-~+~9-*.
"I take this opporiunity to acquaint all

'my brethren printers that I shall expect

them to- send me their several papers

weekly,as they may expeet the same piece .
- of cempla;sance from me,”

The first six numbers of this paper were published,
according to tha.imprinsa'them5a1v3s,by Ailexander Purdie
and Company. Wiﬁh the issue of June 20,1i766.it appears as
having beén Printed by Alexander Purdie and John Dixen.
The imprint of the Gazette of turdie had beecn:

"wiiliamsburg: Printed by Alex. Purdie,and
Cam@any,at the Post-0ffice; by whom Persons may be supplied
with this Paper, Advertisements of modekate kength are
inserted for Three Shillings the First week,and Two
shillings each Week after."
The issue pf June 20 shows a different imprintjiwﬁe
explanaticn for the change is given by Purdie in a letter
to his customers published in that issue, The letter in
full is as follows:
®*I beg leave to acquaint my friends and
customers that I have just entered into
partneeship with My, John Dizxon,in
conjunction with whom I have purchascd
all the materials,stock in trade;etc,
belonging to the ostates of the .ate
Mr, William Hunter and Mr. Jdoseph Royle,
fhe acquaintance which Mr, Dixon has had
in the business,and the satisfaction
that I belggve he has hitherto given
in his deportment,encourages me to hope
that we shall have the countenance and
favor of all former customers to his
office as well as of the public in
general,we being determined to make it
our constant study to wmerit approbation.®
The partnership confirmed above,continued until

December of 1774. At that time the parinership was dissolved
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ana.?urdia retireﬁ;from the firm. Xn the Gazette of Purdie

and Dixon for Deécember 1,1774,Purdie in a note of very gentle
tone thanked the people for their generous support in the
pasi and announced his intention of withdrawing and setting
up a printing business of his own tﬁe first of the gaar. He
also stated %hat just #é saon as he shonl&."r@neifc sufficient
encﬁuragementé from his f&ign&# and former customers that
he would begin the puﬁziﬁation of a paper on hisvewn resources,
fle said his ﬁotte,in case he shauxﬁ undertake the venture,
uould,he " Always for Liberty and the Publick Good."

The same issue referrea to above carrieﬁ,alsa a
statement by Bixan of his a§£b§¢13tian of the 9ublie
patronage in the yast and qlooked farvard to the continued
reception of it 1n the future‘ ile announce&,that beginning wlh
the first Qf_the ycar he and %illiam uanter would resume
the publicatian of the Lazette that had For some time been
publlsheﬂfby him &nd John Dizon in eollahnratien, fle expressad
the hope that this vanzure mlght meet with public apprroebation
and that the partnership might result in general goad.

The permnnent d;esalutios of the Purdie*aixan firm
took Place just after the issue of the Gazette for December $8,
1774. The recess taken by the arigznal Yirginia Gazctte was
very short before it again came fram tha press,but this time
under the imprint ”ﬁixon and -liunter.” The first paper issuned

by this firm bears the date of January 7,1775.

# The williamr Hunter here chosen as a partner was the son
of the William Hunter that bad been assoclated with
#illiam Parks and that had formerly cedited the uazetie.
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Alexander;?urﬂie went dmmediately to wark and st up a
printing office in williasmshurg. Zefore long be receivea
"sufficient encouragement” to justify his publication of
8 Gazette. of his own, ihe first nurker of the Purdie Lazette

cane from the press on February 3,1775.



42, .
CRapter Six

Rival Gazettes
Buring the ngit tation csunevtcd with the Sgamp Act
the Galony ef Yirgimiw bceame very much exclited, There was
nnly one neWbpaper publiahe& in the state at the time and
that was a&Judged te be un&uly blased,teward the officers
_of the government. ccnsequently,a number of inrluential
patriots became eager to have an unprALjudiced press through
.whlch they might make known their views and apinians, The
faot is fully attested that the people in certain parts
of the state weie doubtful about the political temper
of thé ?azetée of Parks and his sucééssora. They accordingly
cd%idered ihe sit&ationiqnd aetermineﬁ'to femedy it by
&ecuring another presb for the state, Thnmms JeffCrson in a
letter dated July 1809 states that he had a part in procuring
this opposition press for Virglnla, He wrota 3
"I do not know that the. publication of

‘newspapers was ever prohibited in Virginia.

Until the beginning of our revolutionary disputes,

we had but one press,and that having the whole

busincss of the govermment, and no competitor for

public favor,nothing disagreeable to the governor

could bhe got into 4t, ¥e procured Rind to come from
Maryland to publish a free paper,Ts.

(34) Thomas, Isaiah Jistorx of ?rintiqg in America 1st editien
‘See index.

Gries  opn  y—y  ——-

# This statement of Jeiferson is often stated as proof
that there was only one press in Virginia before the Revolution.
Obviously,Jefferson said nething of the kind because the
disputes preceding the war endured for a period of about
ten years, The above siatcment clearly means there was only
one press in Virginia at a time prior tomthe struggles
that ended in the lievolution itself about a decade later.
The statement seems to lend itself rather casily to being
misgquoted by the person that is not willing to consider
its language very carcfully,
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It 1s gonerally conceded that Jefferson was the prime
instigator of this press in Virginia. Since he and other
prominent men de¢med 1t expedicnt that'aﬁ'oppﬁsition
press be started,they invited Willlam Rind,who was at that
time an apprentice.tg Jonas Green of‘Aﬁnépoiis,méryiand,
to establish a press in the state. In response Rind came
to the Colony,Set up a press,and started the publiecation
of a paper at williamsburg, le éﬁ;eé hig purpose very
clearly in an aﬂvertisemﬁﬁ%'in‘Purdie and Gomyanyé~
Gazette on May 9,1766. H;s proposals and intentions are
set forth to the public as fallows:

" william Rind,Printer: Takes this opportunity
of informing the publick that he is now
settled ¥ Williamsburg,and has furnished
himself Wwith all Materials necessary for
carrying on the Printing Pusiness,he
therefore begs the favor of those Gentlemen
with whom he has left subscription papers,
to return the lists of those who have already
signed,as he proposes to begin the publication
8f a Newspaper on Friday next,which will be
regularly continued,if it meets with a
sufficient number of subsecribers to encourage
his undertaking.® |

The paper appearcd as.planned,ﬁearing the title,

"ghe Virginia Gazette,jublished by Authority; Open to
all Parties,but influenced by none,”
Xt was dmprinted:

"williamsburg: Printed by Williem Rind,
at the New Printing 0ffice,on Main Street,
A1l persons may be supplied with this
Gazette at 12 s. 6d. per year. "

At the end of the first year the words "published by
Authority” were omitted from the title, It was due mo
doubt to the fact that the general tenor of such a title
was not in keeping with the rpunported leyalty of the

home Hovernment.
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'xhis paper was puﬁiis&ea.ﬁy ﬁiq& éntil'bis death on
&ngust.iﬁgi??a. fiis wiaaw,ciﬁm&ntina‘ﬁina,sueceaéﬁa him to
the editorship and the imp#inﬁ Qf the paper for Sontember 1€
bears her name., :Hy sgﬁe,aé yeg‘ungxplained wistake or purposlive
turn of éﬁeng&,lthe same -paper for January 18,i774.14s
" imprinted "Crinted hy.ﬁiiliaw Rind% Vrz, Rind continued
the publication of this wazette until her death ™n
_ Septeﬁher 26,3774,

Thera was ng'yrcak-in thie flow of the paper at the
death of hrs. idnd. Jdoln Pinkney assumed the role of
. G@itor imwediateiy and printed the issue of September 20,1774,
de im@ringed.tbis lssue ”Printed.ﬁy.ﬁahu Pipkney.- for the
' Benefit of Clementina Rind's Estate.® 60 Cotober 6,1774,
'thié caption was changed to re*?*

: wrinted'ﬁy Jolin ﬂinkney far the Deneflt
of Clementina Rind's Childreon,*

And still Rater>on April 6,17705,this heading was Dade

to read:”?rintéd by John Pinkney.™ e was the iast ceditor

and owmer of this uazette Defore it passed out of existence
in the tide of the ievolution.

— it is G?iﬂ@nﬁ;tnerefuéa,rrom the preceding account

.that the close of the colonial period found three pupers
ﬁaing regnzarlgxﬁuﬁiisked in the V¥irginia Capital. Zach

of the three bad the honor aml distinction of being called
the Virginia .azette. No titles have developed that would
serve to difrarantiate cne from tné others, rga girculati-n
ué each was very small. As a matter of paot a subscription
1ist of & fow huniredagas*ICOIOnial days.. considered as

baing surricieut * to eneanrage a printer to ge about bis
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task with enthusiasm. One ﬁuteworthy observation in

connectien with the oyeratiﬁn of" three printing presses
witnin the confines of one small temnﬁis that no 111 feeling
that merited mention seems to havc.existeﬂ between them., In
Williamsburg these brief disseminators of the happenings of
the day when happenings were momentous,and many things
tried the temper of men, lived and prosperealwithout strife
or serious disagfeement. Journalistic an%mosity was born |
of party hatred early in the period that'fallowed‘these
colonial aays.'Toward the close of the cra under our study
the tandency toward critical and‘courageans debate began
to wax strong. These early editors,however,sought to mould
public opinion in earnest sincerity and in the finest spirit
of enthusiasm and offered little space to-futile diatribes,
éfier ?arks succeeded in gétting the appointment to the
position of "Printer to the Public" in 1732, the offilce °
became one for which there was much competition to
obtain. Parks served in that capacity until 1750, He started
at an annual salary of one bhundred and tweénty pounds
pér annum and reached a maxivum of two hundred and eighty
pPounds shéttiy before the end of his eighteen years of
activity ﬁas ‘re’ached, Int 751 william Hunter received
the appoiﬁfment at an>eﬁolument'of three hundred pounds
rer year, He succeeded in getting tﬁis amount raised to
three:hundred and fif'ty pounds before his death in iral,
Joseph Royle followed lHunter into this office and printed
the government documents ihrough the Assembly of June 1765,
At the death of Reyle in the spring of 1785, there



48,
were several applicants who preseveringly scught an
appointment to tho position, Hy this tise the office of
"printer to the iublieg” had come to be consigered very
lucrative as well as carrying =ith 1t & certain smoung
‘of public favor. Tthe firmes of Purdie and Dixon amd
ailiiam Rind wﬁre prohably the bezt known of the competiters,
but William Ytarke and Robert Mlller,in bhehalf of their
printing interests,also sought to obtain ithe Lfavor.
ghen the vote was finally taken Rind received the position,
getting fifty three votes to his opponents’ forty six.
Rind begon tic public printing at a salary of three hundred
‘and seventy five peunds z year and had that increased to
‘four bundred and fifey yaunds—anhuaéky in 1770. At his death
in 1773,his widow took the task in band,but served only &
few montins, S,e was elected on Xay 24,1774.and died Sept.2s.
The Hpuse of Lurgesses next electtd alexander Purdle as
- &iPri ter to tho FPyhlic”™ to 111 the vacancy. He was the
“iast publiic printer under the old colonlial government and
served for an annual compensation of four hundred and

£irty pounds,
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John Holt and the Yirginila $azette of Norfaolk

John ﬁolt,a native of Will1amshurg,¥irg;nia,was born
in 1721, He was well educated and bred to the mercantile
business from early youth. He engaged in commercial pursuits
for several years,became a prnmingns.citizen of his home
town,and finally rose to the pﬁaiginn nf.mayor. He met with
serious financial reverses very carly but was saved in 1764,
when he gained an ap?vinzment te one of the two éiisting
postmaster generalships of America,because of his Tamily
eonnectiéna‘ e was staticned at Kew Haven,Connecticut,
It is more than likely that he secured his knﬁwledge of the
printing business from his hrﬁthevéin-lawguiliiﬁm Hunter,
in his early years at the Virginia Capital. About 1774 he
starﬁea a printing e85dblishmentlin Enrfoik,Virginia.
Practically all of the management of this press was 1cfg
in the hands of his son,John Hunter Hols.

John Hunter Holt and his father published a paper

and called 1t "The Virginia lazette or Norfolk Intelligencer.”

Toung 1101t was z man ﬂf ardent feelings and a good writer,
From the start to the finish éf the colonial struggles

he warmly espoused the cause of his country, He edited his
paper well and boldly defended the principles that he heliéved
in and held dear. Soen after the inauguration of the paper,
Holt and Company printed an articleﬁ\in its columms,that

in some way slighily reflected upon the character of one

of punmore's ancestors, This caused Dunmore to become

angry and he soon sought out a means to give vent to his
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temper and take vengeanee upon the printers of the article.
He was nut 1ang in making them suffer severeiy. ile
immediately ordered the seizure of the press by some of
the soldiers under'his command A number of the citizens of
the*tewn’made vinlent protests at the time,but to no avail,
One. Gf thos@uthat hecame greatly stirred as wcll as astounded
becéuse of@ﬁye actian maintaaned that Dunmore must have
kn&wn tha% S; 1aw ”the persens of the men,and.propcrty
.of the g%inters were saered.” Continuing in the same
straigéthis irate 1ndiv1dnal asksv "How then could you
darefinvade .the priv11eges of the one or the Property
of éhe ather, and thereby deprive the public of a press,
' bxﬁwhiah their wrongs are maﬁe known, and through which

falljkhog&edge is conveyed? Must Uenius bow the neck,

E
x

" and cougt the smile of Nero,while fair Science flits
melancholy,deploring her unhappy statel® (35)
The description of the seizure of the press was given

‘in the Pennsylvania Gazette for October 18,1775. The selzure

-had taken plae€e on October 8,1775. A portion of that letter

reads as follows!(36)
“Yesterday came on shore about fifteen of the
. Bing's soldiers,and marched up to the printing office,
out of which they took all the types and a part of
the press,and carried them on board the ship Ellbeck,
in presence,l suppose,of between two and three hundred
spectators, wishnut meeting with the least molestations
and upon the drums beating up and down the town,
theére were only about

{35) Hugo Palsits,dohn Holt, Frinter and Postmaster ,
4 pamphliet in the Virginia State ﬁ?brary.

$36) Ibia.



thirty~five nen to arms, ldicy say they want to
vrint a few papers tacmselves; and they looked upon the
press not to be free, and had a mingd to publisbh
somoth /ng in vindication of their own chapacters.
But as they have only @ pard of the ress;and
no 2nk as yet,it is out of their poser to do
anything in the printing business, iney have
got neither of the compositors,bui I understand
there is a printer 6n hoard the Otter,

Kr. Cutming,tie book binder was pressed on
board, but is admitted ashore at tiwes; Le says
Lapt. mquira was very angry they did nui ges
adr. liclt,who Dhappened %o be in the Loeuse the
whoie time they were searching,but luckily

nade his escape, notwithstanding the office was
 guarded all round. L, Cutmings alse informs
that the Captain says ke will return ceverything
in safe order to thwe office, alfter he answers
his ends,which, he says will be cbout tliree
weekg-~—=+~ It was extremoly mcluncholy

to hear the crics af ‘the women and ahlxﬁran

in the sireeus etet

During this part of the culonial peried the people
Iad cwmme o value the press very highly as a means
ﬁﬁereby they might make thelr influtnee felt in matters
cf government s well as in watters of less timely inpodt.
e people had come to luek upon the press as an
indispensoble asset and gonsequently,lost no time
in addressing a petition to Lord unmore,after the
flagrant action mentioned ab: ve,. The {overnor was
importuned to see that the materisls were immcdiatoly
returncd to their oxners in the. petitionary letter
drssn up by the officisls of the Corporation of Forfolk,
The rather iengthy entreaty yeads as followsge #
Y96 his Bxcellency the right ion,
John Larl of uvunmore,his Lajesty's
Lieutenant and 4 vernoy Leuneral of the
coleny and VominTon of Virginin,dc.f&e,
%e his Majosty's falthful subjects, the
Cominpn Hall Assenbled,beg leave to
redresent to Your Lordship, that on this

day a party of men under copmand of
Lapt. Squire,of the Otter sloop of war,

s ﬂ
Hugo Palsits,John Holt,Printer anda FOStmaster. , Pamphle ¢
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Lying in this harbor,landed Iin the most
puklic part of this dborgugh,in the

most daring manner,and,in open violstion
of the peace and good order,seized on
the prianting materials belonging to an
inadbitant of this town,as well es the
pereons of two of his tmty..

® we beg also to représent to your
Lordship that this act 1s both 1llegal
and riotous; snd that,together with a
wusket ball fired in the town yecsterday,
from on bBoard the XKingfishor,nhias greatly
alaxped and Iincens®d the infiabitants,
znd has occasioned a great number of
wonnen and children to abandon this
borough; anf that,if these arbitrary
proceedings pass unnoticed by your
Lowdahip,as chief magistrate of the
Colony,that none of the inhabitants
are safe from insglt and adbuse. vwe
therefore,as our duty,represent this
satter tw youx- Lordship Tor your
interposition.

Qe ,my Lord,as men, and as a
Comeron Hall,have over preserved
the peace of this town,and have
never prevented the ships of war

and others from being sapplied

with provisions,or ant other necessarices
and have carefully avoided offoering
any insult to his Majesty's servants,
¥We had therefore hoped,that the inhabitants
wonld npever be molested in their lawful
business. ¥e are sorry,hogever,tc have
it in our power to state this fact to
your pordship; shich wo must and do think
a gross vioclation of &ll that men and freeman
can hold dear.

TAllow us te obscrve to your Lordship,
that Aif the inhsditants had been dlispeosed
o repel insalt, that they were suffilciently
. able efither to have cut off, or taken
prisoners,the swall party that came on
shore; and this,wve hope,is another Proof
of their peacesbhlé ma:mtianm

"we the kayoR, Aldermen and Common Councill
of the borough of Norfolk,do most earmestly
entrecat your Iordship that the Captains of
the pen of war may not reduce the inhabltants
to the dreadful slternative of defending
their persgns, or tamely suffering themsclves
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to be abused,and request that your Lerdship
will interpose your aouthority to put a

final stop to such vielent infringemsnts

“of our rights,ond to order the persons

seized upon by Captain Bquire to be inmmediately
put on shore,and the proporty to be replaced
from whence it was taken.®

The fate of Norfolk's only colonial newSpaper press
was dﬁfinitely sealed in the reply of Governor Dunmore to
the above appeal of the authorities of that promising town.
His reply to the urgeng reguest of the authorities was

published in the Fennsylvania GaZQtﬁe on November 1,1775.,
I quote it here from Palsits's *amphlet referred to

hefore, It read in part as followus:

"I was eyc-witness to a party,belonging te
the otter sloop of war,landing at the hour and
place you mention,and did seec thenm bring off
two of the servants belonging to the printer,
together with his printinz untensils; and X
really think that they could not have renderecd
the borough of Norfolk,or the country adjacent
to it,a rore gssential service, than by depriving
them of the means of polsoning the minds of the
people and exciting in them the spirit of vehellion,
and by that means drawing inevitable ruin and
destruction upon themselves and country. As to
the illegality of the act,I am afraid some of
you,in this very copmon hall assembled,ought
to blush when you make use of the cxpression;
as I know you cannot but be conscious that
you have, by covery mceans in your -ower,
totally subverted the laws and constitution
an<dd have been the advisers and abettors in
throwing off all allegiance to that
Majesty's crown and government,to whowm 4
you profess yoursclves faithful subjects.”

buring the remainder of this letter Dunmore undertakes
to show the peeople ér'ﬂarfolk that his act was committed
only to remove the source of poison from their midst,

He avers that this press was only a means whereby the

people were being deluded "concerning the present
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conﬁest“;and that the& coﬁid'ncver‘ba furnished with a
ﬁ”fair representation of the raﬁﬁs“'sqyiong as this press
remaine:i'*’under- the mnt'mu;i of its present dictators,”
Bunmére had his way and ghe pge$s.was 1ot allowed to

operate again in Norfolk.
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Chapter Eight
Characteristics of the Larly Gazettes
All of the papers published in celaniai virginia,

Judging by the extant copies,carried some represgntative
neraldic device with their titles, except those issued
by %illiam Parks, Thesé de$igna and devices were changed
to express the various sentiments of the different editors
and prevailing feeling of the ﬁeaple. A copy of the arms
of the Colony was a part of the captinﬁ of the Pirst extant
Gazette of william lunter's press, This innovation was
taken as a basis for the title by a2}~&9 the later
colonial newspapers in Virginia. Dixon and Hunter made
this cut more attractive by placing it in a wreath,
Alexander Purdie made a change in the shield of the
arms in the carly part of the revolutionary struggles.
in the issue of May 17,1776,he omitted the arms and ﬁxaceﬁ
a fancy squarc in the caption in which he printed the
words,” fhirteen United Colonies,United we stand--—-
Divided we fall,"™ He continued the use-uf this device for
a few issues and tﬁen on June 7,1776,he did away with the
sguare and put a shicld in its pPlace. On the shield he placed
a coiled rattlcsnake wlith supporters,a bear,and the motto:
"pon't Tread on Me.® Had this contrivance have appearcd
elsewhere than in the title it would have no dﬁ&b£ been
choaracterized as a uartéon,wheh viewed in the light of the
‘happenings of the day. He was very probably 1nfiuenced to
the use of this device by that designer of so many
innovations,Benjanin Franklin,

The papers of the latter paft of the colonial period

in Virginia were great advertising mediums. Through their
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columms,merchants, traders of every description,and men of
all walks of life,made known their wishes and advertised
their wares, The printer ear;y‘rgcogniaed the remnnerat%ve
possibilities of the a&vertis&ng,aerviae of the press and
the patrons were only a little more dilatory in ﬁt&lizing
this effective agency for disposing of their goods. In this
case the development that proyea.tﬁvye.aireal_gpasénd for
the struggling printer at the same time offered a worthe
while remedy for a long existing ill..

Many are the advertiscments of land for sale,horses
that have atrayed.ov,heenvstoleﬂ,anﬁ negroes\tha; have
fled.. the later Gazettes added greatly to the effectiveness
of these advertiscments by placing a picture to iliustrate
the. thing advertised in the column hﬁsﬁde it., 1B this new
type of depictured advertiscment a horaé attracts the rcaders
eye to the concise note telling of a horse that has strayed
or been stalap; the piloture ﬁf‘a house and 1its iomediate
surroundings iLlustrates that  a house or a piece of land
is offered for sale; while a black figure,with a stick or
cane in his hand,in the act af‘ruqniag,invitesrthe readerts
attention to the fact that a negro slave has sought
frecedom in flight or that a servant:has léft his‘master.

Save for the hcadlines,advertiscments were set up
‘1ike the rest of the reading matter. They wore usually
put in as small a pl#se as possible and tél& their stories
hrierly, we of today need a_glogaary to read intelligidbly

many of the advertiscments of the colonial stores,. Many
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articles of clothing and various types of cloths listed
in these early néwspaper advertisements no longer have

a place in our wardrobes and the names of much of the
paraphernalia of that day have passed into history. The
‘economic history on the country during its most plastic
years may be easily glcaned from the advertising

columns of these colonial heralds of Virginia,

The earliest of the colonial papers in the United
States were delivercd by the post offices free of postage,
A little later there was a nominal charge for such scrvice.
At fifst in Vvirginia it scems to have 'bécm a matter of
making arrangemtnts with the rider over the local post
roads., william ¥arks apﬁafeﬂtly had to pay only a small sum
annualiy;fbr the delivery of his Gazettes, For a long time
tﬁere'was no definitely fixed status for newspapers in the
regular mail of the land, It 1s said that Kranklinﬁwég
fortunate enough to he able to get most of his papers
through the mail wdthout having to pay rostage.? The postal
system in Virginia was far from perfect,when it came to the
- safe delivery of papers‘thraug& the mail,if we may judge from
the experiences that Parks and others that followed him had
in getting their papers to their subscribers. The post besides
being slow and infrequent was at the same time a very

uneertain oeans for delivering newspapers, One of the

* A brief account Of how the earliicst papers of the country
were delivered is given by James MHelvin lLee in hie
#iistory of Ameprican dJournalism on page 735.
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great advantages that secmed to ge with the ausl vosition,
postmaster and printer,so esrnestly sought by the editors
of the early days,spperenitly was the ability of the publisher
more ncarly to guarantee ‘the safe delivery of his papers.

It is apparent that a change hait to take pldce defore
the neéwspapers could be delivered regularly to the customers.
as they should. Someé constiactive plan was imperative or
the newspapor age oust be very transient. So léng as the
Poat riders were carrying papers for a mere pittamce,and
there was no uniformity in the amounts paild by the variocus
printers, the systern could not work out satisfactorily.
fhe printer was not being given a fair chunce t0 make his
‘undertaking a success,and the patron did not consider that
ke vas getting bis woney's worih when he never regeived
a Aarge part of the issues he subscribed for, The delivary
of the ncewspaper was given a definlte status in 1783,by
Benjamin Pranklin and wiliiam Munter,who were at that
tdme in full charge of the general post offices ¢f the
colonies. On the tenth of Karch,1758,they issued the
folloWing order with regard to the carrisge of newspapers
by post riders:

"wherasas the Hewspapers of the several
Colonies on this Continent horetofore
permitted to be sent &y the Post free
of charge,are of late years 3o much
‘incrensced as to bhecone extremely
burthensome to the R:ders,who demand
atdditional salaries or Allowances from
the Poat O0ffice on that Account,and it
iz not rcasonakle that the Orfice shevid
receives no RBenefit frow the Carriage of

- 0f Newspapers,should be at sny Expence .
for such Carriage: and whercas the Printers

of Newspapers conplain that they frequently
receive opders for News-papers from distant

Post-:frices,which they comply with by
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sending the ?apers tho they know not tie
Persons to whom the Papers are to be .
directed,and have no convenient means of
.¢collecting the Money,sc that much of it
is lost; and that for Want of due Notice
when distant Subscribers die,become Bankrupt
or remove out of the County, they continue
. send\ﬂayers some years direoted to such
Persons}swhereby the Posts are loaded with
Many Papers to no Purpose,and the 1oss do
geeat to the Printers,as that they cannot
afford to make any allowance to the Riders
for carrying the Papers; And Whereas some of
the Riders do, and others may démand exorbitant
Rates of Persons living on the Roads,for carrying
and delivering that do not go into Any Office,
but are delivered by the ﬂiﬁers thenselves.

”?0 remedy theae 1nconven1ences,and yet
not  to discourage the Sprecading of Newspapers,
which are on many Occasions useful to the

-Governnnnt, and advantageous to Commerce,ani
to the p&bliek, You are,after the first Day

. of June Next,to deliver No News-paper at your

. office (except the single Papers erchang'd
.. ‘between Printer and Printer) but to such

Persons only as do agree to pay you,for the
Use of the Rider which brings such ?apers a
a small addition Consideration per Annum,

for each Paper,over and above the Price of the
Papers; that is to say,For any Distance not
exceeding 50 miles,each Paper is carried, the
Sum of 9d. Ster. per Annum,or an egquivalent
in currency: For any Distance exceeding

50 miles,and not exceeding One Hundred Miles
the Sum of One Shilling and Six Pence Ster,
per annuwm; and in the same proportion for
every other Fifty Miles which such Paper
shall be carriedj~-w-——weerenceana,

| -———— e > e n o Anﬁ you are to suffer no Rider
employed or pai@& by you to receive more than
the rates above for carrying and Papers by
them delivered on their respective Roads: NOr
to carry and deliver any Papers but such as
theyi:will be accountable for to the Printers,
in @unsideration of an 4AlRlowance of the same
Commission as aforesaid for Collecting an&
paying the MOney." (36)

This order was signed by Franklin and Hunter and remained

in force in Virginia and the ogher c¢olonies until broken

up by the uncertainly and turmoil of the appreachilrg

Revolution. Under the order the printers seem to have met

(36) Lee,Jdames hi.,History of American Journalism. pp. 76,77,
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gith greater success in getting thelr papers to their
customers and not S0 many GhzetteaAware:sgnﬁ‘haphazardly
to ?ersans whose names had almost been;fnrgdﬁien in the
compunities t0 which they were sent. During the agitation
immediately subscquent to the-navaintien,uolt refers in his
‘paper to the difficulty he had in gettiang his: papers into
the hands of his patrons,but that condition seems to have
heen largely due to the abnormal state ar~affaifs.in the
country at the time, During the latier part of the colonial
period many of the newspaper Publishers in the aauntry
sent their papers to the subscribers by riders whom they
employed themsclves for that purpose, This was true
also to a limited extent in Virginia.

In CoRonial Virginia the printers would take almost
anything in exchange for his paper. This tendency on the
' part of the editors made the operation of a store in connection
with-:the printing ¢stablishment a very sultable undertaking,
- Several of the early Virginia printers were very successful
with their Stores. William Parks,William Hunter,and Joseph
Royle,all three,did a good business as stationcrs,bookselléQs,
and in handiing other commodities that found their way
into the printing offige as well, They endeavored to offer
the best obtainable in literature and religion to the
rcaders of their day,. Paper,almanacs,school books,and any

other rcading materials of the age that they could procure,

‘were 10 be found on the shelves of their stores,
Franklin in his " gautobdography” according to Lee {(37)

states that none of the colonies were especially interested
either in the books or the newspapers thuat came from the
(373 . Lee,J .M., Hist. of am. Journaliswm page 68.
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préssasjdf this country. Even those that did wish to buy
books aﬁa'pépers‘aﬁ& kxcep shreast of the times preferred
to get both from England. This attitude on the part of the
colonists prbobhbly accounts for the presence of so wch
English naua"in'the newspapers éffthat‘&éyww-itAwaa merely
an attempt on the part of the editors to give the people
: the type of news that theylshé;éﬁ an interest in reading.

" The conditions and convenicnces of the time prevented
the paper from gaining the foothold on popular favor
' that it otherwise might have got. The people were sparsely:
settled and,as aforesaid,those that lived at a distance
nad to pay,not only th¢ subscription price,but the cost
of transporting the paper as well. MOst of thc people of
the Colony were farmers and after a man had toiled all
day in the ficld it was not very inviting to come in at
night and read a compendium of dry,déep facts by the iight
of a iallow candle or dim glow of a pine knot,

The size of these early Gazettes vary,according to
the taste and available news of cach individual cditor.
The shape was also changed to meet the varying demands
of the yrinievs. one variety of type runs from the beginning
to the end of ncarly all issues. There is a great
aifference in the style of the typography used by these
colonial typothetae, In rost of the papers all nouns were
capitalized and the printers used their discretion in
capitalizing other words as well, Tht use of the large
initial letter for the opening of the most important essay

or news item is a mechanical device alwost unanimously used
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by the cblonial Virginia,typngraphers; That the
‘ortﬁograpﬁj of the dﬁy was not fixed is evident to
anyone who casually glances over the quotations of the
preceding pages. words were not ihfregnentiy spelied in
!irferent&ways within the sﬁace of a single article or
single column, ‘ R

In the Yazettes of Virginia theré were no *scare
headlines™ of the type that praatieaiiy>predbmin#te
' in our modern journalism when dealing with subjeét
matter tkat will permit it. These colonial papers published
the masi astounding and unusual happeniﬁgs and events
without aﬁiemptingdt& strike sudden terror to the minds of
the readers by the use of she horror-inspiring title.
sensationalism found little place in the Journalisn
of that age. xatﬁing scurrilous or indecorous blurred
the pages of these early jJournals at the will of the
editor. The actual happaningé were related in the
elevated style so prévalent at the time, The colonial
cditor was not of the sedentary type but rather one who
was given over to various kinds of activity. His diligent
effért& to sccure Yintelligence" for his paper carried
him freely about among the veople of his community.
Many of the items that he included in his news columns
contained a modernistic fla&a#. mosés Coit ?ylér is ;
guoted by Lee {38} in summiﬁg up the literary influcnces
of early journalism. Thel quotation,which follows, Seems
fully as applicable to CGZQDidz Virginia Journalism as to
that of the country at large:

(98T Tee,Jamcs M., Hist. oFf An. Jdournalism page 81.
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"our colonial journalism soon becanme,

in itselif,a really important liteérary force.
It could not remain forever a mere
disseminator of public gossip or a placard
for the display of advertisements. The
instinct of critical and bravce debate was
strong even among these puny ¢ditors, and
it kept struggling for esxpression, Moreover,
each editor was surrounded by a coterdie of
friends with active brains and a propensity
to utterance; and these constituted a sort
-af unpald staff of cditorial contributors,
who,in variocus forms—-—--letters,essays,
anecdotes, epigrans, poems, lanpoons~~~~helped
to give wvivacity and even literary value

t0 the paper, "o

Thus we See that these eariy disseminators of the
latest ncus from various parts-of.the world played no
mean part in the development ef a higher civilization
in the "Mother of Sgates.” They filled a place in the
life and actions of the pecople in these pioncer days
that othervise must necessarily have been void. They
pointed a perplexed and struggling Colony to a plane
of higher and nobler things. Their iortn to the
burden bearing ?irginia Colony in days that called
for the best that mankind could devise cannot be
fully expressed in words nor counted in silver and

gﬂlda

#This gquotation is from Moses Coit T¥ler's american Literagure
but 18 reprinted here from Ree's,Hist. 9f Am. Journalism p. 81.
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