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PREFACE

The history of a state a2 0ld as Virginia is nate
urally more osompliete and contains groatér variety than
that of soms of the nower members of our nation, Not
the least intercsting aspect of its development s the
story of its changing boundary. From the first at'mrtw
granted by Jamea I to the Virginia Cowpany in 1606
doun to the opening of the twentieth century, from the
attempts of Englishmon to satablish oolontes in the
Hew VWorlid to the emergence of those states as a modsrn
world pam. this atory of the bDoundary disputes bow
tuveen the 014 DPominion and her neighbors unfolds draw
matically and colorfully upon the records of our his-
torys It is not the purpose of this paper to describe
the anti.vay story, The muthor hse merely chosen one ase
pect of 4t - the southern boundary +» end has endeavor-
ed to plece togethor the seattered fabrics of that
tale into & continuous narrative,

T em indcbted to Dr, Richard L. torton, head of
the history aapurtmmt; of thes College of William and
Hary, for the selection of my topic and for his genere
cus and tnvaluable assistance in guilding my ressarch



and :m proparing the manuscript. I wish also to oxpressg
my appi*‘éai.’a%m to the following who have alded in ’ﬁbe
preparétz;zm of this pspers Dr, Harold L. Fowler, Prof,
T. J. Stubbs, Jr., and Dr, Frenk Wesley Craven of the
deparﬁnent of hiastoryi Dr, Earl G, Swem and the staff
of iﬁm 11brary of the College; and Mr, W. L. Hsll of
the Virginia State Library of Richmond,
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The following albreviations have been used in the
footnotoa:

Byrd - Tritin-e of Colonmel Tillium Byrd of Uestover in
Virginia, Deqe (Bussett sditione) Hew Xork, 1901.

Gals » Calendar of Virginia etate pupers.

0als » Cote » Qalenday &f\a@ate pupers, colonial seriec,
Great Britain.

aac. Jour, - Exeontive Journal of the Council of Colenial
Virginia.

Hen. « Heninc's Statutes Gt large.
Noegs » Virginis historical re-~ister, on’ literary advicer.
Bpote. « 0ff4cial Jettere of Alexander Spotewood.

Twier's « Tyler's guarterly historicul and genmealogicul
magasine.

Vas - Virninia megasine of history and biojzraphy.

Uwls « Tilliam and Mory College Quarterly; historicul
mozegine. {(Hote: The numdbers 1 o £ inm porenthesis
following the abbreviation indicate series I or
aaries E2,)
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IRTL00UCRION

S8ince the haginning of the ceventeenth century the
bounduries of Virginia have fluotusted graatly. In the
daye of Bir Uslter faleiph the entirs territory of the Naw
Torld cleimec by Tngland was cellsd "Virginia®™ in honor
of Cueen Flissbeth. This incliuvded several million square
miles, although wéy_ 1ittle was known sdout the sxtent of
the continent, and the confliicting olalwms of Prance and
Spain made the boundaries moet uncertsin. From that time
down to the formmtion of the presont etats of Test Virginia
in 1863, the 'bmma of "VYirginie®” conetently contracted,
until todey 1% hae on ares of bat 48,687 square miles.

: Definite limite ware first set to "Virginia® by the
amﬁgr of the Virginie Compsny in 1606 end the succeeding
grant of 1609+ As additional Fnglish colonies wers planted
in Americe, the 014 Dominion grew smaller, In 1688, Chasrles
X granted Hargiend to Loré Roltimors. The territery to
the aouth wap swardel to the Propristors of Garolipe in
31663 by Charles 1I. Uilliem Penn recsived his chorter from
the Eing in 1681. And the Treaty of Pavis, Pebrusry 10,
1?&5, gst the Hissiseippi River as the western bmndar?m
o2 Toglend's {end Virginis'al oleims in Morth amsrics.

- : . ] " oy

1. Tagewell, Iittleton 7. The 1imSts of Virvinio. Beg.,
vols I, pe 1E~18, 1848,



A pettiement in these various oolonies exponded, dis«
putes over their boundaries were natural. Iittle wue Rnown
of the interior ond ths charters wers sometimes vegue, In
adaition m confiiots with the above.msntioned colonies,
virginia slso held land in dispute with New York, Connegtiocut,
and Mossaohugetts.

in this paper we shall concern ourpelves only with the ‘
dieputes over Virginia's sonthern boundary, which brought
her into conflict with Horth Cerolina end Tennescee, In the
main, the principal controversies with Horth derolina ocourred
during the eighteenth century. EBut sven as late sz 1606
aertain ssotions of the line were otill unsettled. Tennssses,
gdmitted as & stute in 1796, inherited her northern doundary
from her parentestate, and with it the century~old confiiots
Chis portion of the boundary was satablished and accepted by
both Virginio and tTennsscee in 1803. Bighty«five years later,
howaver, the Questlion was reopensd cnd eventuslly reached
the Supreme Court Of the United Btates. Hot until 1903 was
the 1line in ite preeent form and location definitely aettled
snd ogreed to by both states.

In dimcuseing this dispute, it 1s necesuary, first of
all, to consider the early charters md isnd gronlds c? the
colonies of Virginis and Carolins, From that ws shell be
ablies to undommm' how the controversy erxcss, Then ws ahall



trose the comree of the gquarrel with Rorth Carelins,- tho
unsuccessful efforts to locate the line in 1710; the work

of Colonsl Tilliom Byrd of Uestover ard his cssocictes in
rutining the "dividing line” in 1728; ite extension by Joffer.
pon end Fry in 1749 the Telker and Hendereon iinﬁz of 1779g
and the ravival of the question in the nineteenth cenfury.
Finslly, we oshall deal with the dicpute bstweon Virpcinia and
Cennesecc: Nartin's line of 1808<038; the recpening of the
goptroversy in the 1880's und *90%g;: and the ultimate
settlement of the prescant 1line ot the opening of ths twentieth

century«



I. THE ORIGIN OF THE DISPUTE

Following the failuree of Gilber? and _aled gh in the
sixseenth century @ establish suvceasful colonics in
Dorth americs, [ngilish merchants m,z& amauré gume t0 realize
that sucoess lay m;iy in cooperative senterprise. Shis ree- |
newsd interest nf the sstvontsenth centuory in solonization took
the form of joint-etook company organisstion, modelled after
thet of the femous Fest Indis Compsny, vhich had been founds
8d in the ysar 1600. Buch s group woo ahle to pool the i«
nanoial resources of many people and $0 socomplish through
anited eflorts what a single individual, in spite of a
relatively large fortune, was unable to do.

The long wor with Spain Qmﬁwﬁ in 1604 and ™ngland was
able to turn hoy atiention more directiy to the new world
soroen the Atlentic, HMHen »2ill dooked upon Americe os on
the route to China, DOpsin had for years been bringiag back
uhitold richss; why chould England remsin aloof? CThe fear
of & earplue population (the inhabitants of “ngland then
totaled five million) provided & furthesr incentive, Iutb
mopt importont of all was the Dngliehmen's desire for trade.
Bsv merkets to consums the goods produced at home snd in
return to provids the neaded raw materials would prove s
great stimolus to the merchonts and btroders of Britein.



Uhat the Tust Indis Compeny woe beginning to do in the
Past micht aleo be accomplished by other marchant adventurers
in the Tent. _

Acoordingly, in 1608 the Virginia Company was orgonicod.
It was composed of two groups: one from the city ¢§x§andan.
another from the tredins oities of western Tngland. On
April 10th of that year, Eing James I gronted them & charter
by which they received the "territory of Virginia" between
‘the 24th and 45th degresa a;{faz;mmn latitode "to be Giviced
into two ssveral colonies.” They weres to have "all the
loends for the epace of Lifty miles each way, on the sea
coast, from the firet seat of thwifégxaﬁtaﬁxnn, and fifty
milas 4irsotly into the mainland,”

On March 9, 1607, the land between the 34th and 41at
fegrses woa allattéﬁvta the firat group, who bocame known
as the london Company. That betweon B8 and 45 degrees was
aesiguod to the sscond group, or ths rigmouth eampany‘igg
The territory betusun 36 end 41 degrses wae held jointly

1« "Thebreation of two companies inetend of one was doubte
iess due to the intense rivalry which prevailed at this time
betweon Iondon and the gutrosts, and to the Jaslousy that _
sxiated among the Tsst Country ports becauves of the Commerciasl
supramacy 0f London.® Andrews, O, M. The colonial pericd
of imerican historys vols I, pa«83, note 1. New Haven, 1934,

2s Cals Culie VOle I, peds

Se Cale vole VI, Doy

4s Cals CeBs VOIs X, Debs



by both companies, $0 be claimed by the firet to setile in
or adjacent to 1%, since they were prohidited by thesr
aharter frow satablishing ”@Mmﬁzma“ within one hundred
miles of esch other., This alddle zone atretohed approxie-
aately from ths mouth of the Potomace to the mouth of the
Budson.

In 1809 & ssoond chorter grsatly extended the territory
of the Iondon Company. This patent granted to Rebert, Tarl
of Salisbury, and others, the land from ‘oint Comfort two
hundred miles sorth end two hundred m%jﬁh;u south, dnlond
"west and northwest from ees o sea.” Thus we ses that
early in the seventesnth century "Virainia® extended from
approzimately the mouth of the Cape Fesr River in the present
state of Ceroline, northward to touch gzzj?g;ﬂtwday Hew 'fm*k
in the lower region of the Hudwon River.

he mmwtk Company mads the first attempt to aagttu

- B¢ Hony writers claim that the resaon f£0r such oxtensive
grants wae duo to the slmoat total Ligncremce provailing in
Iﬁmﬂga ag to the widih of Americas Témpls Bodley in his
*litetory of Hentucky” (vol. I, p#17 Chicago, 1988) contrae
dicts this und clsime thut three sources of informmation
wars svaileble: Hakluyt's “Divers Voyeges®; Drake*s oire
cumnavigation of the globe in 1P77«80; and the explorations
of the Opaniards, ndtably De Soto ani Coronada. Jamesl
w55 ‘e Jetrned mon end muet bhave known sbout all thrae.

6s A third charter wis granted to the company $n 1613,
including the islurds 'off the Atientic cospts Its purposas



its nawly«granted territory. In Nay, 1600, & colony wse
getablishsd near the mouth of the Hemnebec Tiver in Hnlne.
After suffering awimm‘g?mahipa ~ "gickness, atarvation,
and & freezing winter”™ « the survivors roturned to Tnge
land the following éprmg:p Rot until the landing of the
Pilgrime in 1620 was perusnent c¢olonization begun; and
thoy ha@ originsliy sst out for the southern region, The
yeax 1628 marke the first reslly successful venlure of
the Fiymouth, or m*&ai‘ Usspschucetts Bay, Company.

The zanéon Company was more furtanate, Gheir gettles
ment et Jomestown, in the year 1607, surxvived s series of
calamities whioh threatensd to extermimate it: bdut additions
al coloniate arrived, together with supplies, and the colony
grodually flourished,

Althoupgh the territory later known as Osrolinn mﬁa
8 part of the originel Virginia grant of 1806, no aeriocus
attenpts were mafe to nettie this saction. In 1624, when
Yirginis becume & roysl aglmy, _mxia region becane subjact
to the Urown's 4iepossl. In Pebruary, 1682, John Pory,
"Saoretorie of Virpinie tﬁn&ll&& oner 18nd which he found
to be a very fruitful and plessant Country yielding two

o

wae %o sscure tho newly-discovered islands of the Bermmdas
for Englend, and in no way affects our problam. Bes Brown,
Alexander, "English politics in early Virginio history, pe
Ri-LEBs Boston, 1901, ‘
mgi Johneton, Marys Pioneers ¢f the o0ld souths pe &« New Haven,
- *
Be The Court party asserted in 1624 that in annulling the




haruesta in 8 yeors.” Soon 4¢ bogan to attroct attm&s;oﬁ
in Toglapd. Oharles I, by o patent doted Ootoder 30, 1629,
grautef tho region south of %x‘giﬁim betwaen the 2ist and
36th degrsaes of noxth ;Mi‘maa, to his attorney-ganeral, Sir

Fobert Bsath, "To have sxercise uee & enjoy in zik(a panner ap
sic

any bishop of Durham within the Bishopric os nmwy,\mmmm
of Purbem in onr kinpgdome of Topgland ever lmretofure had
held uased m-" e?g?yea or of right ompht m could have hold
uses or enjoy."

Heath made no serious attempts to gottle his claim in
i éam:im; Sraders and settlsrs from Virginia were coming

R

charters of the Company, Jomss wished merely to annul their
peliticol righte. BErown, however, f%g; eit. De 147149)
clains that thie is not true. Hs mainteins that Jomes wished
to avail himeelf of the afdditional land ineluded in the
chaxters of 1809 and 1612 as o source of much-nesdsd revenus,
and that Cherles wee "determined to garry out the purpose

of his Luther asgainet the lorge doundary rightes.” This may
explain the lleath grant of 1629, (Dec below.)

_ *he amﬁmyg visw 48 taken by O, Hilton Jeckeon, who
clajns that "both James I and Charies I snpressly declsred
thet the spnulling 0f the charters simply abolished the
sovareignty thot hod bBeen caeded to the Virginia Company and
414 not infringe or 4diminieh the tarritorial rights of the
colony.” ({Gee hise er, "Io Virginie entitied to compen~
sation for the capsion of the Korthweat Territory %o the
Bational Government?® 4n the annuel Neport of the Virginie
Stote Bar Adascoiotion for 1918, ps 2124, o

Virginio natursally took the visw hers expresped Ly
Jackson, and at once eent remonatrances sgainst interfering
with her boundory vights. Hot until 1776 414 she officially
yielid. In her Conatitution of that ysar she "ce.ed, releascd,
and forever confirmed” the territory contained within the
abart;;m} of Marylond, Pennsylvanis, and Borth Cerolina. {Brown,,
¢ 3 g ﬁ:E‘* ¢ » N o
ggm Lefler, Bugh P+ {ed.) Horth Carolina history told by
contemporarian. p, 9«10 Chapal Hil1, 1934,




inte this repgion end by 1660 certoin English osourtiers bogan
4o take notice of it. On Horeh 24, 1663, the Barl of
Glarendon and geven other favorites ssoured & roysl cghartar
from Charien 1Il, granting them the lani betweon 81 and 36
ﬁagra&a; with its northern boundary & iine due wu?§§§ram‘

Inck {Colleton) Islond, "guite to the fouth Des.” This
cut & atrip of approxivately ?gg_hun&zaa and forty miles

wide f£rom the Virpginia olsim. Jater, Governtr Barkeloey

of Virginis, who wag alac one ¢f the Gorolins Proprietorae,
found o territory thirty-one miles wide botweon the ifnhabited
part of Virginia apd the above~nantionasd buunﬂsty of Carolins,
and edvised Lord Clarendon of it. On June 30, 16066, Clarandon
sscured e gecond charter from the Linmg including that etrip,
"0 yvun from the North End of CorotuckeInlet, Gue Test %o
Ueyanoke Oreek, lying within or sbout the Degrée of Thirtye
Six and Thirty Hinutes of Dorthern Latitude, and from thence
Tent, in a direct Iine, as far as the South-dsa." ‘Thie
wap done largely to settle a dfepute which had arieen over
the Heath Cront of 1820, and in order to place the Albemurie
asttlament definitely within the bounds of Garnlinaatlaj

104 Byrd, pe 1816, - .

11, Castom, George B« The boundaries of Virginis. Tyler's,
YOols X, pe Bl7<207,. ‘

12, Byxd, ps 82, .

1g§»§gfier. Horth Carolims history t0ld by contemporaries.
Pe AUwd¥e ‘



10 .

The Heath oloiments protested agoinei this gromt,
cloining o prior right, and the question wae referved to
the Privy Councii, which was domipated by the Carolins
Propristores By an Order in Council on Anguet 22, 1663,
the Hesth patent was deolared void Lrom none-nss, Claime
under it continued, howevsr, until 1768, when the dascens
dants of Daniel Coxe of Hew Jorssy, to whom the pateont had
boen tranafsréuﬁ in 1696, roveived from the Qrown & grunt
of 100,000 scres of land in lew York in satiafootion of
thei r claims (2¢)

The cmtroversy avar the ﬁxviaing 1ine betweon Virginia
and Horth Ooroclina arope from the faot that as the years
pusged Teyanoke Creck Jost its namo, and the question come
up a8 to whero it lay. Virgivia cleimod that it wags the
| same &?{égmcmm : Borth aamiim, that 1t wag the Hottowny
River. The two goveraments agreesd to gront no lende in
the dimputed area antil this controveray had bdeen mettled,
but North Garolins failsd to observe the agreemsnt, ond
trouble ensusad.

14+ Yoflor, Ds 154164
18, W!‘&fg Po 1510,



COLLEGE 05 WILLIAM & MARY

II, THE CONTROVERSY WITH NORTH CAROLINA

The unoertainty over the looation of the boundery
batween Aldbemarle {North Carolina} and Virginio began to
attraat attention about 1600, The Virginia authoritise
had issued granta to Ainhabdbitonts of lower NHorfolk and
Currituck and had received snnual dunes from them. How
Albomarie cloimed thess payients, smd on their applicstion
that the line be eatablished, the Virginia officials
pleaded ignorunce of the second gront to the Carolino
Proprietors, which had e-tended their territory some thirty
miles northwards Uhen proof of this was furnished, s
Virginie surveyor () in 1692 sscertuined subetantially
whers the line of 26 degress 30 minutes wounld run, and "as
the 014 Dominion would lose consideradle population and
property, her anthnr&ﬁiu; s&abhoxﬁiﬁ rasinted every attempt
to ave the question settled zm{t urga?a%m Hing to tuy
ﬁlhwmgrio angd attach 1t to Virginia,”

o

1¢ Thoman Milner. Hs had f0llowed the Council's orders

" of August E28nd, 1691, end measured the latitude of the mouth

of the "Teyanock liver or Creek being & branch of the great
Diver of Roanosk otherwise called Chawan and Albamarle
River,” in March of 1688, together with ons %ginim Henlett,
They found the mouth of Teyanoak to be in 36%25° north
iatitude, and thet most of Unotis Island would bs in
Carolina. Colonisl records of North Carcline, vol, I, p. 385
386, Goldddoro, H.0, 1886,

£a Ashe, D.4. History of Horth Osrolina, I, p.l48.
Greensboro, M.Ce, 1908. Ses 8leo the lettar of Tilliam



ie

Eing illiam decided to diopose of the matter by
eatablishing a new cvolony within the dteputed territory,
and risnnsé to send a group of Frouoch Huguenots to serve
a8 8 nucleus for further settlemesnt there., Iv is on this
ocoseion that we first heor of William Byrd, 4s isgsl Yep-
regentative of the Virginie issembly he appecred in %gsﬁ
before the Lords of Plantations aend Trade in London/oppose
this proposition. He pointed cut that the land undsr cone
sideration was Lfor the most part swampy, deing in the
vicinity a§$?hat was dasignated as the ”fgg end of Rordh
Qarolina.” He srgued that 1¢ would provide & rafuge for
all the rupaway servant slaves, and oriminals of Virginie,
and suggested that the i&aal place to ssttle the Hoguenots
was on the "upper parte of James Biver in ?5,81”1,*nf*%n.r*
the olimete wes excelid)
\fuatian of & “r&asanntliwgavarnmpnﬁﬁ“ .Against the prow
tensions of the North Carcline PFropristors, who were attempte
ing t0 bring the refugess into their own territory, Byrxd

rgmaﬂrthuy-wa?%g enjoy tho proe

Cole, Sscretary of Virginia, 0 the Becrstary of gtate, 1
Augast 1690, in which he srpgusd agsinst granting the land
north of 36~ to North Carolina ms it would "very wuoh disturd
their 8 3% gudjsats here by takeing away many plantetions
and will very much lssesn their Ma®®® Quit Gents."({Col. Heo.
OFf HaCoy 14 Ps 265-3664) _

Likewine, Covernor Frencis Bicholeon, writing to the
Iorde agﬁmattka ont Bovember 4th, 1690, stated that "those I
spoke w'" in Horth Carolina™ desired to be under the govern~
mant of Virginie, "it¢ lyins soe convenient for them.®

{;@;g*, gn 36%.)
» Beatty, Bichard C, UTillism Byrd of Uastover. p. 27«28,
Bostan, 1958,

4, 2blds 5. Ibid.

j



ototed that "in o eOCpotition hotvimt o plontotion holonge
ing to go Eint ond onothor nolonsing to proprietoro, the
_f&rét ought olwego, io duty ond by vivtue of ye proxor=
ntivo, to e prefemmﬁ@“;m
‘, In thio he woo portiy ounccoseful, for in tho £011l0Uw
ing ynm*bm.a Rinr gpprovwd of “divers "ganch Protectomt
rofugoes” going to Virpinie, but "in ﬁmggm Gounty,"”
not "on tho uppor pertc of Jormon Rivors”  Oone of thom,
bowevor, went to the appor Jupo and foundad the IMNopeenn
town 4n Honrieo Oounty, end Byrd, ot the raqueot of the
Lordo of Sredo, govo thedr lecier o lotter of introw
dusticn o hio f&thw‘, oho ownsd land iii thnt violinity.

In 1609, Horth Corolinn eont Soploll Aknhurot ond
Ceptoin Henforoon Volkor oo eommiooionors o VieTinio to
moko wzm&s&@:ﬁ:m for ruming tho 1ino. Virrinin, bove
aver, rofuced to trent vith thon boooune mﬁuﬁyﬁémmmw
Tewvoy of orth Carolinn h:sa ot boon otafirned by tho
1ing. nor hed ho tokon tho rewmired ooths Afsar *ﬁ?z?*
north ﬂewlmﬁ wee indslforent towerd tho cubjoots
It was dloooverod, Sn the yoor 1706, thot John

" Livington, protonding €0 bo the Teputy«Burveyor of lorth

Crroling, curvayed nnd 1044 6nm iand on tho couth side

Ga IBide 7+ IDide Be Irovoio Dichoioom o Shomes
Horvoy, I Iy 3009, Vos, v0le Xlie Do 70«74, Jepunry 1010




34

of the liottovay River, ond thot Vizginiens hod rede
énﬁr&aﬁ with hin for it, or i€ 41t oero in Dorsh Cov ol ing.
Tho phoriffe of Trinco Ceodrrmo, MRy, iole 0f Tinht, ond
Dancomont Coantion wowe resweted o wwrn the pesplo
epainet 4oine thio ond on oxrdor oo fcoued that "a lottor
be rrepcrod to bo cont to y° Zoputy Gov¥ of Corolim
dooireings hin to ormoe Me Curveyer to deciot froo Lure
vogine cny icnd on or roor the Irontiereo of this Govoerne
mont wtill tho boandc botwict F2 too Oowerant® be pooore
toined end thot ?g§ ko #arﬂaﬁiaﬁa‘mgxﬁ.ba ~Avon to y°
survoyore horos"

Furthor aéﬁﬁaﬁaa of the dispute oppocre in o
petition £rom the Tirrinis Nonco of Turroncos $0 Jovernsr
ottt on June 10, 1706. . numbor of cottlierc of lowow
ﬁawm: goanty corplainod thot the lorth Corolfon "
eolliogtiro of nulterents dencndel poynonto of éhem for
imad hold undor potente pronted by Dir Canond :’zmrm,
which tho oollootors eleinod wee in forth Cerolinas Tk
potition roauoptod thet tho Oovormor tals otops 1o hove
the boundory 1aid out, ond thot mtil thio voo dome, to
telzo cetion to rrovent o ropetitiom 02 the otovo hords-
chirp ih tha fatore. Throo Goyo loter y the Covornoy
repliod thnt -he bed clvocdy writton o the Bovernor of

A ¥ et i ks A . Ao A D A Mo

9, R60s J0UTs, VOle LI¥. Pe 80
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Torth ﬁﬁ?ﬁl&gﬁ to ;ravaﬂt fhzthgg;an@xaaahmout until
tho %mzmﬁ& chould bo m;}wteﬁn
In tho gonmo ooy tﬁa &abarwin indfonc coro ur&eﬂgﬂ tﬁ
ehendon thoir plonintimo on %ka ssatﬁ oido of %hﬁ'ﬁnﬁexyin
Rivoy, ™ Colomol Toiloolr ucod foroe to oorpol thon to
oboys Govornor Hott oomploinod that the 1nnd bolongod to
Virsinio, ond thot Qﬁxaﬁina-haﬂ-na ¥irht to iocato tho
indicne thoyoe Linco $ho oloin veo dmbidul, hooovoery o
Virginic carvoyor, Jomeo linpo, ooe diroctod to cupvoy
csorotly fron tho mouth of Voyonolo Groally "nov agmmﬂalg.
nown by the nma of the Dohapin Livor,” wortword olons
the lino of B6030%s Tho ourvoyor of Lensonond County,
who woo 2% loy sut the lohervin Xmlzdﬁa*ian&ﬂ cot to
poctopany hin i srdor t0 cmgool the bLoundoyy ourvoy €£rom
the pcaplo o Oorth &aga&iaangil’nviﬁﬁﬂﬁig ho diceoovarod
opwarh 0 rotinin culod, oz vhoep tho bousdewy woe Ciﬂﬂilyfih)
eotobliched the Virpinin oledn uoc ohoog o bo ﬁ??@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁq
in IY10 oo nicoionoreo wore Sinelly cppointod Ly baﬁh
govorrmontos.  RPHElp zﬂﬂwnxi cnd ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂi.ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬂsﬁ'mﬁrﬂ
oolocoted by Tirrinic: Jobm Taveon ond Ddvord Hosely for

Iscoley) by fiorth ﬁm&ai&n&; > tho focwey Ropontsn ﬁvgenr
4 tho noot nuzwﬁamﬁ&ﬁww “orn in Cootlond, ho tRcwllod

w&ﬁalg, and im 1700 cyrived oﬁ thovlonton co anﬁvagarm
gonoral of Iiowth COnyolinn. Ho roored Uho eiantayy omd wod

— 5 — - ‘
10, Opl., vols I, p,zﬁﬁmlﬁéu " Por the pubotance of lUvornoT
nottte lottor 080 DuoCs JOUrss VOole IIX, Dsllle

13 Dmecs Jours, Iil. Dy 19«1l
18, Ache, Hiotory of Horth Cordlim, Is Ps160s
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is} olono ehtoot with the Indfens, o thoo ho mode rany
egwto nd trootoorthy oboorvnticim 00 Mo ve oo ifie
Gebtod Cor omo 07 tho oot veldurblo 07 Cho crrly hictovieo

of the Covolince, _4 Hev Voposo to Crrolinc, contoinine

tho czoet “egoription ond fiotwol “iotory of ¢het _ountecy,

topotbhor vith tho proent ototo thoreoods (nd o Journel

27 o Thone nd Tiloo Ttavagg‘_d thesurh cowEnl Intisne of

ooz o, 016 Ty J0hD Towopd, Gonts LW 70700 -onorn? 9f
e Cu Tda bool oo b iicked in Tonion 4dn 1700 ron
it o oonld oonelule thet he ven ©oil ooliflod for hio

{13}
Fert in tho houndory cedtloronts

Irondoeriliy cndichy 10 rpito O hioc ocelicr doniimto
wth tho Indiong, fowoin oo ter ouncpoeted by tion
of howine doodrno on thelr lenda Io 710 $hic Cunonrorco
poisod him ond pub hin % dcoths Deobobly rocinoue pina
griinterc Tore driven 3me0 hio floch rmd ot rfLiro,
aithon~h [yed ooy thet Boe vne "rogledd opd hed bhio
“hror” aut Jion oy $0 L,.z::m“m&’

horoon'o eorponion, duerd 000 Je tDC prolotiy 'n

nplichnrn fron 2he Tnrbedoc, o crpockol $n tho ealony

P . . _ . S~

1id. U%ephon, mum {0da.)s “S0tionory oY notioncl Hioe
prephys volde X IEX, Ps 206-000s  T0O0I0De 1060s .
14, (o0 lf*ia "zzmtaw 0. tho §Svidin~ ZAno:" pe 174, 14
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of Borth Carolima (or Albemarle) mbout 1704. He begams
prominent at once, and for necrly half a century woe
the forempst man in Borth Garﬁlinaﬁ He served ag surs
veyor-gensrsl, membor of the Counocil, énﬁ of the vegtry.
in the dieputs of 1710, Hosely showed the gourage
of his convictions by refusing to proceed on any other
bosio than the Bottowdy Biver: 4e we ehell ses, nothing
but taﬁlﬁru came of this attsopt to settle %hﬁ’gnaagian@
but in 1728 Hosely wos agnin ohopen ss ons of the Horth
Garcling comnissioners. Aithough this lattier survey
ﬁga made betwesn nstural objects, the ﬁaﬁtawagﬁ&v?gé}
was found to 1lis vory olops $o the line of BbLC30Y4
 Fnilip Indwell, of "Greenspring,” Jamss City County,
Virginia, wes born ?ﬁhmuary 4, 1678, st "Carier‘s Oreek,”
_Gloucester Oounty. He was appointed to the Council in
Hay, 170E, and after serving on the boundary commission
wae made &nﬁit@ru@aﬁ#rax of the colony. FHe held this
office for five yesrs, snd was suspended dscaunss of a
Quarreli with Goverpor Spntu&a&&i In the aame year (1716},
‘ne became rector of the College of Gilliom and Mary. His
death éaaurréa at "Greenepring” aﬁxaanuaryfll, 1726 f2%.
On the eleventh of Yovemdber, 1697, he married Hanneh,

16 Ashe, History of N.0., vole 1, De 261=268; TUsokn,
Stephen B, Iibraries anf 1litersture in North Carolins in
the eighteonth century. A.H.A. Report, 1695, p. 195+194,
rashington. 1896



i8

the daughter of Benjamin Harrison, of "Uskefield,” Surry
annsh, married Thomas Lee, and

gountys Theair dsughter, H
wae tho mother of five famous sons; ﬁia‘hax-h flanry, Drs
mm}%;mnam; Fronois Lightfoot, end Thomns Ludwell
Lleo. |
L;zdyﬂij*a' fsllow=commisoioner, ﬁ?stmmﬁ Harrison, “
wae the drother of Iudweli's wife. He was born at "akes
£i014" on aAugust 8, 1677, ssrived ss jJustice of Surry,
meaber of the House of mgﬁem { 1693»-1‘?%}* &ppn&nﬁ@&
to the Conncil in 1718, was connty lieutenant of Surry
and Prince George in 1715, and became Auditor~Gensral
in 1724. He purchesed "Brandon® end "Merchant's Hope",
in Prince George, from the heirs of tho Cnineys end
Sadlers, merchonte of London, who had bsen the nmw
rosidsnt owners for neariy & century. Iike ﬁqpsh* ne
wss reappointed to the bountary aoi?g%?axm in 1787,
but died in Hovember of that yeor. o
The Virginis compissioners were instructed to take
4ispomitions of such persons oa th«ay 3judgee proper
evidences; to queation the Indians concerning the placs
commenly called and reputed Ueyanoke Creek end in came
ﬂflﬁiffamncw with the Qarolina commissioners, to m
the line scoording to.teatimony, bat without mrkﬁ;:g '

1684 weM (I}, wols XIXs ps 212«2813. January 1911; "The
Indins of Southern Virginia, 1660-~1711." Ya, vol. VII,
ps Sbib, April 1900, -~ L. S

1%+ "“The Indisns of Southern Yirginia®, p. 3567; Keith,
Cherlies Ps The snceatry of Esnjomin Horrison, Preasident
of the United States. p. 48, Philadelphis, 1893,
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4t other than for their own memorys Ihey were to
messure from the hoginning monticned in the Garolina
charter to tho mouth of Usanoke Creek "ue it is comuonly
reputed by the Inhaditonte of Virginie, and from thence
Wwﬁmm to the foot of the firet Fidge of Mountains or
farkher 1f they think £1tt." . In ondge of denger Lrom
the lndians, they wore amyw?gg? to ¢all ocut the militie
6f tha neichboring countien,

The four comniasioners met in the confersence room
of the Gapitol at Tilliomoburg on Aupguet Z0th, Almost
immedietely on argument arcsc over tho differences in
their commissions. The Virginic representatives were
suthorised to act separately, if ncceamary.-a provision
whiaix later proved wise., Chey finally agmaﬁ‘ to moet
at Harrison'’s house on September 15th and tuke "svidences,”
from thonoe provesd to Carolima to take wdditional |
“z:vmannéa“ thero, c.aﬂ, thon: make thoir survey. Upon the
failure of the Carolins somnissionsre to appear at the
denicnated time, ludwell snd Hesrriscn oxamined their wits
nesces {oldeor mettlers and Indians), snd proceeded to
Losely‘'s houss. Ioweon was 8ti1l)l aboent, but they
QM&M& several witnospes ond begon toking the latitude.

18¢ Txe0. Joure, ¥ole IIZs Pu 241e



Posely hoed no instrument of hie owvn, w0 they used She
quadrant of Harry DPeverley, the Virginie curveyor. The
Carclinion, howovor, found continual fault with it and
kopt referring to the “instrument® which Iowaon was gos
ing to bring. Dut leweon 414 not appear. In Kis ree
port to thoe Virginio @annai;. Inoweldl woe of tho opinion
thot this opposition and delsy on ths part of loeely
wap dus to his fear that certsin lanis ;ging~§$$wawn
the Hottoway end Mehorrin Rivors, which he hsd eold,
would prove ¢ be in Virginis insteald of Qara&;nhnilﬁ,
vriting later, after running the line of 1728, Colomel
Pyrd Geclcred that Mopoly was not muoh wrong in finding
fault with the Virginia Quadrant, because that instrument
"plect tho month of Wotowsy Diver in the Istitude of
379: whsreas, by on Aceurats Obmervation made aince, .
it oppears to lie in 369302*, so that thers was an Srror
of near 20 minutes, ?ithﬁr in the Instrument or in those
'wha mode use of it,"

The Virginia compissionern med again with Mosely and
Iswpson on Hay 29, 1711, 4% lset Iawseon brought his
“ingtrugent”, an astrolsbe. But their messuremente
sgain 4iffered, ond Lsweon's differcd a bit from dey _
to d&y. it was foun8 that one of the sightas wan‘ﬁne £&aﬁ

A S S . Nl

19 Lnﬁuall. ?h&li»w Bvﬁnﬁ&rr ine ;zaaaaaxnaaa 1?1°§ Vo
vole IV, pe 424 July 16896,
20. Byrd, Ps E3&2A
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in the rings after measuring sround the Chowsn and
Hottowasy Rivers, they parted, sagreeing to meet at
Gurritack Inlet; but ap the Carolinisne 443 not appear,
ludwell and Harrison went to Cape Henry to test their
inastromonts. Here, likewise, Iawson eni Hosely failed
to show up, 8¢ on Jane 4th the Virginians went home.

Anotheor mesting woe held the latior part of July
to disouss Mﬁtmmmm and Iawson agresld to re-teat
his setrolabs. Bysuccessful proorastinstion, howover,
the Carolins commiscioners delayed any attempte to
run the line until the season waa too far s@vanced,
anf the undertaking snded in feiluro.

Cn Ootobsyr 10, 1710, Iudwsll and Harrvipon presented
t0 the Governor im Council the Journsl} of mm 'pr@n
cesdings, together with & report of their chesrvations
on the affodevits and the behavior and mﬁr of pro=
osadings, on the part of the 'ﬁamum nmvaﬁianew*mg

Thee were eent to the Council of Trade and Flane
tationz in Tnglend by Governor Spoteweod, together with
& lettor commonting upen the expedition in the following
wordes

81e Txao, Jours, vols X134 pe 254,
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"7he Traot of Iomd in diapute ic of conaide
erable volue and worth the claining baing neer
twenty miles broad between the two coutested
Limits, and how far it externds in Len;th Ueatward
no man oan tell."{82) ’

' The sttitude of Virginia st thie point of the &ie-
pute ie eumped up in the minutes of the Sxecntive Joure
nal for Ootober 24, 1710, as follows:

“Upen readinghnd considering at thiz Board
the Journal end Report of Philip iudwell Cag”
and Hathaniel Harrison Gent Comm™ apiﬁﬁata&
for sattling the boundarys betwaen this her
Hajentys Solony end the Province of Qarolins
he Council are of opinion that for obviating
suy Misrepressntations which may bo male in
Buglond by the Commisocion on the part of Odare
olina It 15 necemesary for her mujestys Sorvice
to transmitt to the Right hon®l® the lLords Come
‘missioners for Trade and Plantations a Copy
of their said Jonrnal and Report And likowilas
to represent to.fheir LordP® the Gifficulty
which the Commm™ ~ appointed for this Colony
have sncountered in order to bLring those of
Caroline to Joine in the neccscsary msssures
for'ggaampii&hzag'thia torks That the oaid
Somz™ ™ of Carolina aro both of them persons
sngoged in Interest to obetruet it: Por one
of those Gentlemen heg boen for geveral ysars
paot Surveyor Gensrel of that Trovince, and
haz scquired $o himself grest profitt by
gsarveying Jand within the Contravertad bounds
And further he hap taken up saver.l Tracts
of Iand 4in his cen name and a0ld the same to
others, for whioch he staonds s8til1l obdliged to
obtain Potenta from the Government of Carw
olina, The other of them 48 at thie tims Sure
vayor Gensrsl and hath the same prospects of

PR S , — N o —— _ » .
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of Advantoge by makoeing future Surveys within
the aaild houndss That the whole behavior of
the Carolins Comn®™€ hath tepded visibly to
no other end thon to protract and defeatl the
settling this Affair, and particulariy &
Hogely has usel 80 meny Shifte and e cuges
$0 dimappoind o1l Conference with the Come
migsioners of Virgiunis ag plsinly shew his
sversion to procesi in o dusinses that tenls
so msnifestly to hic ddesdvantege. Hie pree
varicateing on thie occaaion hath been o
indiscrest and ungunrded sa to %’3 %ﬁwwg
ored in the prosencs of her Mpjit*®® Lieu
governor. He started &o many aptions obe
Jactions to the powers granted Go the Come
missioners of Virginia with desisn to render
their Conferencs ineffsctunl That his own
Gollegue oon*d hardly find an excuse for hinm
Ané when the Governor had with much ado prés
vailed with the ssid My Mosely to appoint o
time for meeting the Comm™® of Virginia, snd
bringing the necessary Instruments to take
the latitude of the bounds in Controversy
{whitch Instrumsnts he own'd were ready in
garolina)] he not only failed to comply with
his own mammm bat after the Comm™®
for Virginia had taken the pains o nmks &
Journey to his houss and attend him to the
placen proper £or obeerving the latitude, he
would not take the troudle of mn{an% 8
own Instrument bhnt contented himsel? to find
fault with the Quadrant produced by the other
pide tho the same be an Instrument approved -
by the best Matthematiciuns and of universal .
uses. From all which ia 1% dvident how little
hopsge theore are of esttling the ssid boundarya
in Conesrt with the present Commissioners of
Garolina. That tho the bounds of the Carolins
Charter are in express words limited to Uaye
anosk Oreek lyins in or sbout 36 degrees 3‘13&
%hzrgg minien of Forth Latitule yat the &
Gomn*® of Carolinc havwe mot by any of their
evidences pretended %o prove any such place
asg7ayanoek Orseks The whole ¢f thelr Tvidencos
reachad no further then to prove Teyanosk
Biver was and is atil) oalled Bottoway River.
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Bat supposing the aome had been called Teysnoak
Hiver 1t can be nothing to their purposeé sinoce
avory ons knows there is s grest differences
betwesn o Jiver and o Creek Yesides thers
asre in this Country divers livers and Qresks of
the someo name a5 Potomack River and Potomack
Creolr, LRappahanock Liver and Rappshanock Creek
and seve others epd yot there are many miles
difference batwsen the pouths of the Divers
and the mouths of the Qroekse of the same nams,
it i aleo remarkadbls that the Uitneages on the
pert of Caroling sre all very ignorant persons,
and mont of them of 111 fames and Jeputstion
and on that sogount were feyged to fly from
Virginie into Carolins; Further thers appesy
Contyadictions in their Lestimonys which
ahall be particulariy obssrved when this metter
ehell be ripes for s finsll Reports Theress
on the other hand tho Uitnesses Lor proving
her Hajeptys LRighte are porcons of clsar fame
& emminent Figures in the Countxy Likewiss
their uowledge of those parts ie mors entient
than any of the Witneases of Carolins snd their
Tvidsnoe fully corroborated by the Curryent
Testimonys of the Tridbutarpy Indfens, *Tis
also confirmed by the Obmserwvation of the Iate
itude latesly taken in those parts dy whioch
45 very pisin that the Oreeck proved to be
Weyenoak COrsek by the Virginic Evidences
(and sometimes oslled Veyoocon) anwwers beat
to the Istitnde deseribed in the Carolins
Charters Por thie lyee in thirty six dogrees
and fourty minutes which 15 ten milas %0 the
to the FEorthward of the Limite pregeribed in
their Grant, Put Nottoway Liver which they
pretend to have besn ¢nll'd Veysnoak River
iyes exactly in the Iatituls of thirty seven
Degress, and van by no construction de supposad
$o be the Bounlary desorided in their Charter
50 that upon the whole matter if the Comm¥S
of Caroline had no othor views than to clear ths
ust Bight of the Proprietors, such unieniable
smonatrations would bs sufficient to convines
them: But the said Comm™® give too much coues
%o suapect that they mix their own private
interent with the Claim of their Masters .
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and for that reagon ondesvor te gain time iAn
order to seours Patents for the lands alrsady
urwarrantably surveyed and to have leisurs to
survey the rest And on this ocoasion *tis
obesyvabls that they procesd t¢ survey the
1and in dlieputs notwithatending the Amsurance
given by that Government t¢ the Contrary bty
their Ietter of the 17th of June 1707 in which
they say that no lends shouild be taken up withe
in the oontraverted dounds till the same were .
determined. This Poaxrd do therefore humbly
aconceive it noceasary for her Majestys Service
that & Jetter be writt to ths present Governor
or Pragident of Horth Carolins $o assert her
¥aj 7" Right to all the lLands to thes Northe
ward of the Month of Weyanoak Oreck and the
iine that will ron in a Tedt Conrss from
thence to Morattuck Liver se it is proved by
the Yitnesces on the part of Virginia, and
also to protest against the simning of Patente
for any lLands —ithin those bounds till her
¥s Jostya plesasure be known. And because the
Government of North Csrolina who have bDroke
through thely formor engagemonts may still
refuse to comply with 8o just & eangign )44
18 humbly prayed that the Right hon Ay
lords Commisoionere for Traode and Plantations .
will be pleased to take measures op they ghall
think proper with the lLords Proprietors of
Carolina to stop the papsing of any such
Patents and to vecuate tho samo if alreacly
passed; For besides the many wgggmmﬂmw
which may happsn to this her M¥s Government
of Virginia for allowing of such mwtu, it
is bighly unreasonable that her Maj™ shonld
be Geprived of hsr Jjust dues for the enteys
and cuittrents of those lands, and that the
Govarnment of Caroliine or any privete person
whatsoever shiould reap Advantags by theiy ile
legal Encroachmants on her Msjestys Property.
"And #or preventing all occasion of
Complaint which mg ke make on the part of
the Comm®™® of Carolins, it is ordersd that
the Commiassionere for this her Majostys Colony
4o attend them at such time ap they shall
-appoint for trying the latitude by theiy
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Instrunents, and for examining the Titnesses

which they ;m? protond to have, and in cape

the aaid Comm®® of Carolina shall sfill re-
fuve to lay out m% gettle tho Bounfarys %gm-
cording to her Maj®V® direations the Comm?
of Virginis are further Bequired to endeavor
that & State of the case be drawn up snd.
2ign'd by both partys, sogording to the truth
of the Pacte proved in order to be 1aid dbew
fore her Majesty for her Hoyal plesssures and
final determination therein."(£3)

On Devembey Oth, Spotewond iesued & prooionw
ation prohibiting people from mettling on the land
in dispute with Carolins, Dotwean tho Nottoway and
Mshervin Rivers within ten miles of their months,
or on the sputh side of the Msherrin Uivers. A
wesk later he wrote ¢$0 Governor Ndsn of North
Qarolina, requesting him to 4o the same. Jhis
proglamation wae mat&t?g‘ ?m Janvary £5, 1711, and
agsin on June 10, 171iR,

Paring the sncgeelding three or fonr years,
Governor Spotewcod made oconstant sfforts to reach
soma azreement with Horth Caroline for running the
1ine %gﬁ%ﬁe disputed ares. TUriting to Colonsl
Byde, he declared that unless the Carolins come

23+ "xeae Jours vole IXI, po 266.268,

24s Hene vole 1V, p. 546, BBR, ,

26, rdward Hpde, His comeiesion as DeputysGovernovr -
was dslayed apon tha death of Covernor Tynte, end in
Decamber, 1710, the Proprietors decidsd to appoint a
ssparate governor for Horth Carolins., Hyds received
the appoeintment and in 1712 became the first "Covernor
of NSorth Corolina,.” Uinddor, Justine. Harrative and
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uiaaionora procosded m&mmxg, ho woundd oxder the
Virainione €0 0o On vithout thon nnd preporo the
best cone thoy oould, "in order ¢0 o 1nid hofore
how zzasmztm*? a6 Hyde, bﬁmmﬁ; van wnebis to tekxe
any m%ig@?gwwm of the lachk of direstiono in hio tor~.
misel 0N
Io 3714, the Viegioio Sounci ewrrocted thot &n

ordor to fagilitots cettiing tho mnticr, the coworne
pant of Horth Cozoiins ohsuld iny tut the lise clajre
g ‘by Tirtinde botoaon Uayancol: Oraol: ond onyicke
River, ong thot Virpinie iny ount ths ism aioined
by lorsh Onrolinn, fron tho wmouth of the Hottovroy Diver
to the Hoanokee John fMlon, Survegor of Curry Gsusty,
vng oppointe’ to moosure thoe lottor, vhich ho 444 gz;
Apzils regsiving Zifteon poundo froo the emmi—m&‘gm

Borth étzx@mﬁ&; however , mods 90 offwrs to
follow thio enppoction, piviny se thoilr roooon the
axpcotation of a naw QOvernor. @gﬁﬁxng of this to
the Lords of Trnde in July, Cpotowood ototed thot the
noew goveornor, Charlon Gden, nd delayed pivin an
anerray unt il hoe ¢oold conould with his Councid ond

gritionl history of Anerics, Ve Pe 207, note 3.
Bopton and Bom Yorks 1887y ,

BGs Spotses vols 1, Ps 40s47, Thio lotter 18 undnted
but wne avidontly ovitten in Pebrusry, 1711, cocoxding
to ito position in the aolicotiop cnd the roforonces
to o thor iottorp and ‘gmymm

B%: Ibids pe 160661 | »

53 g‘-&&@# Jours vwis 111; De 360 ,3%4,



woll and Horrioon prosonted thetr empenne scorwnt Tor
tholr work of 1710. Booh roceived one hundred pounds
fror the quit ronts Jor thelr nervices: The 0CeUme
ponying suyveyors, Horyy Bevorloy ond John ;511&1.;? k
wore conponootod ot $ho vote of one pound o doys

‘Hot WAtIl the pecr 1787 weo e oucacceful effort
wﬁé to reach on corecont for ruming the 1ino beaw
tm;m} Viwginio e Jordh Corolimmae CGolonol Epodte
woad nnd Iye Dden hod £ingily orrorrsd to nppoint
gommiceioncr o, but the Eine hod delejod hio suthorie
gotion of 4t wntil thnt soor ﬁmm in Coptombor,
Golomol ULliion Byrd ond Detbenfel forricon wre
sppointed avrmioptcooro by the Virsinie Cowicils Coloe
nol Morricon 8194 in Doserbor, ond Rioherd Pitse
wililion - epd US13icm Dondridge ware coloctel in hio
o) A1 |

Qoiouol Dyzd wae bors Ucroh 28, W74s aie
fothop, Vidlicn Dowd I, azm 4o Joerdco oo o youth
and inhoritod s lowro troot ‘aﬁ’ Innd in Donrico
Gounty, Virginin, ©£roo hic unele, Qhomop Storp, who
died 49 I071. Thp pecond Uillirs bocomn one of the
moot Lototendin? pon dn the colony. A0 o DOy he WD
Lot t9 nplond $o otudy unler Ohrictorhar Glocoooite

3;; Exec., qur., III. Pe 340,




fnforn hinocolf of the nntwroe of the diopotes In
onog ﬁ? M‘bmn procrantination, f.ﬁpmmﬁ ung dotore
mined t how the couthern limo rus of the omyponce

of Ving&am. oand then rwﬁm axa tho poopls who hod
sottlad wﬁﬁmn tho ﬁmﬁm&wwtﬁa awm oo tha boat
sms:sm ﬁ? bmfxf?;m@' the dirputs %5 p opoody clofto, "¢
beine now the intevoot nsf,g:,r*,t Govorom*t $o dolny 14,
ginos by diepooinr of the m& and waﬂwﬁm tho
auitt rente Shoey ronp tho ﬁam aﬁv@ﬂzwa Lo i;‘ﬂ%g
vore ootunlily a&.ﬁﬁag@ﬁ m be thelr proporizs”

E’mz‘ Joores lntor, o ovpy of an ordor wop roceived
by Gwaz‘mr *’mmmm fron the Govorpor ond Gma&l
of Horth e&w’imm w tho aﬁ‘*&’ﬁm that o comninelion be
eppointed e z*mmim the hamam:; iing, ond *ammﬁ*
Ang ?’ﬁrmnaa 0 40 tho oomse  Epotovosd, tzm'ww,
x-&f::lma thot ke hod wo m%rmmwa %t:mx %be g&m
{Oopzre 1), and oxouned Mirself £rom dolny 4o, cincs
ke "oculd not too0d mm&m without hino ﬁa;}amm

( K
approhoticn.” )

Hemwﬁﬁa s Doolinr no mmr@mmy o rroceoiing
8¢ cormiopdonoro 1;9 complote thoir tank, 4n 1710 Iuda

-

339» 8:”)’&5" t)a ?iﬂ?a.
e Exeo .. 33‘1&‘&& IEX@ F# 4964
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In 26689 ho went to folland 0 learn tho art of trodes
Prom X692 ¢o 16H0 he ctuiliod lnw at the 174d4dls Rermplo,
in ILondon, then voturned o Virginis. In 1696 he wos
153 :ﬁt@ge ot fron lleneicd County, ond the £ollovin~ yoox
ko ene mm to lnrland es the legel roprepentotive of
the Virpinie Lepechliye

mﬁm tho daoth @i’ hio fcther in 1V04, b returnsd
to Virginie, vhozre he wmo¥ried Inoy, ﬁia@ doughter of
Genorcl Donial Dorkes Io 1709 he becore o member of
the Counoil, & pooition be P14 for mony yoors, Pow
econing Prooident of thot body in 1643, He weo over
sctivo in ofZoiye of the colény, roturnire to Inplend
o proes ohorren ogelost ﬂwarnéx L potowood batore
$he Doord of Lrode,

in aﬁ& ition to runniy the houndnry line of
1788, Byrd olso helpod o suwrvey tho bonnds of the
Dorthorn Deck in 1650s° Hoot of hin loter Ufe was
prent ot hio home chioh he tmii‘w ot ‘octover, whare
ho died in 10446«

%a’mz.im Byrd I pospossold 10 & ouporletive
{legrae the buoinoes anouncn 0f the wonlthy cavine
toentheocntnry Virpiniens, oo Williaom Byrd 11 typifscd
the groca, cheen, the mmmmww& oloo the rothor



iaxr&nain%%g}mﬁshaaﬂ of the Virpginieno of the einhttoonth
sorturye”

Little s knovn obout Hiobord Ditgwillinnm, oxcept
thnt he corved oo Burvepor-tdopornl of the OGuetono for
the Southern diotrict of Anerice end was o nomber of
“tho Vizpinis Oounoild £rom 17RO mt&% gﬁaaﬁ when he
aithor 43od or voturned to Dnplaonds

7ilillon Dondyidoo oore €ron Onpland with bise
brothor (?) Jobn and ocottled on the Damsuploy Rivor ot
"3lcine oreen™ in Hine Williem uounty, Virginieo. He
voo on unole of Hertho Uushingtons. In 1987 he boonmo
a noshor of the Gounoil, which ncovunts for hio nppointe
ront on the bouwdsry cormiosions /ftor L737, ho
beosTe &'ﬁn@ml'afﬁgggg and covr setive oorvice wntil
Bio doath in 17434 \

Instrootime for runniny the doundory line wore
riven t0 the Virpinria comatpeionors os followss

“pPron the mouth of Gurzituok Hiver,
catting the oomrnee on the north chore
thereof, a dwe weot line choll be rwn ood

Folrxly norlledy md 42 4t hoppon %o oud

ghovnn Rivor botwcen the mouth of nottomy

Rivcr cnd Qiccacon ureall, then the s-me

dircct oowrss 8hall bo continued toword

the mountaine and be forever the Jivide

int line botweon Virpinie cnd Corolimmg

but 47 endd mectward line outs Ghovsy
ivor to the ocuthwryd o Ulcocosn Uraek,

B8y Jolmnon, Allon {els) Hictionory of Amoricon
bioarephys 1.1« pe J8Ia304, Hoo York. 1980 _
804 Voe vole AXXII, De 24 Jonuery A9243XRXTIT, pel84d.
Ootokor 1980 o . , ,
mgg; v { I;v vols Vs Do OB: July 18965 pa140. Oot0ber
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then from the point of dntaroeotion the

1ine shnll continue upr Chowan River to the

midile of the entrance of Wiccnoon Croel

and thento e dus woeot i I cold wact

1ine oites Dicchwator Rivor t0 tho Hupthe-

weard of Hottowey Rivor, the 1ime obnlil,

from the point of intoroeotion, run doon

the middle of Bieckwater €0 the middle of

the enftronce int ? gz?tzww Bivor, thonos

8 dve woot line,l30)

"Froviaiong wera olso nade for the incliusion of
ialonds and where npatural boundor foo nmode it more
gonveniont 4o 4dpelnds omnli sliipe of lovd in om ( gg:)t@
ony wother then the othoy, thio shonld be done.®
The commisoionors vwers empowsred t¢ run the line indew
pendently if the Horth Caroline commissionors wonld
not cooparots; and if the peeople of Horth Ooroline
ropiated, to call oot the nilitin of ﬁ?gﬁgmu%harﬁ
counties 0f Virginis in their defobses

Widlion Leayo, vho hod nede g0 oocgurote moy of
Borhodon, ond Alexanicr Irvine, profonoor of nothow
matico ot the Colloprs of Uilliam ond Yery, vere
srpointed survoporo. The Revorend Petar Eaﬂtaimgaf
Gharieo Clty Countly, wae tebopn alonr no ohoploin, sinco

the pevple of the torzitmry in vhich tho curvoy vas %o

30 Shis erresnont hod been previonely racabed by
Governoso Opotowood and Ddone Rouoo, U43onm I The
yomenos of o boundnry Jino. Virginie Ctete Bor Aceocie
ntion Apnunl Doport, XD1IX, p.258.273. Hichmonds 193%s




ba mads lockod the alvantocen of rornlor ninicteres
The fruito of hic woerl weroe cttooted to by Govorndy
Gooeh in o lettar to tho Lordo o Qrodes

g Ghrintenad above on hundred Chillren,

n garont many adull Doroong, and prenchad to

Congrepctione who bove owr hod publick

Vorsbip pirae thelr £irat Cettiomnt 4n thoos

Portos ouoah io the uwnheppy Stete oF thooe

poor Iubabitants vwhe poosces tho dordors of

owr noichborin® Provinae, in ubich thoir Lo

not one [Mnlotor«{37)

Thoe Virpinio perty comsisted of "povenison ohie
hande,” moot 0f then Indisn $yvndoro and agpert woodn-
mone Thoy wore orderocl o core onrmed with nuoket ond
tornbowlt or lorpe hoteb ¢, mmd o eufficiont aumntity
of oreunition. Shey wore to oerry provipionc sople
for tan oo, oftor which thoy wore %9 bo furnichod
by the povermont,

On the poyt of Dorth Caroling, Z8woerd Docelys
Cixiotophor Cole, Jolm ﬂzggglgg ond Uilifonm Lhistle wovro
appointed commiveionores  Uith the omcoption of
Edward Hovelys vho corved on thoe commiosion of 1710,
11t¢le 10 Bnown obout Shom,

She two pyoupe met ot Curyituck on Usroh 5, 1780.

3% Giiliam Goooh €0 the Yorde of Trode ond Dlione
tatione, 20 Juno 17E0e VYo, vole IARVIII, ps304, Cotohor 19220.
dBs Ache, Hictory of Hoyth Corolina, I« ps 210
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Tho Fellowing dsy PAS Moon, hovine o Porfoct Oboore
vation, w Sound $he Lotitide ?gg%am%mk Inlot $o
be 80 BDerroos and 01 DNinuten,” A aodor poot wes
Lixsd on %o ooachowe ao the boginning of the live,
whioch oo oo due wert $0 the Dlonobountor Diver al.ove
the mouth of the lottownys Uhop thoy onno €0 the Dios
mel Cvanps the Virpginie cuevepors went orbund 4%,
while the Gorolinionc "boldly soooyed to otlanpt
tnd peoced throuth M@*‘Mm

Yhie mrvey ohovrad thet the formoey Virginis
oourveyors hed been in errqr toonty.one onld o hall
miloe and "thoro woro throwms fnto Corolino o great
nuantity of lond apd nony ﬁ’aﬂlmé tbnt had fovmorly
beon cleimwl by Virpinia, gmzmtaa ot o bhundrod
thoupend soroo of dond and threo hundred tithabliso.™

Tho porty wont Goon tho Dlookwnter to the mouth
of the [ottovoy, thonee wapt for hout throe niless
Tho worn woother ond the lerpe nusbor oF enokes
cneued thon ¢ 0 cucpand %mi?&g?ﬁg fTor the summer mnd
roturn homo on April tenths

Torl: wno ropuncd On Loptomboy B0th, ond o weel

tal)

i

884 Byrd, ps 30s ,

40s pAphe, Hiotory of HeCey Is De 2106
431, Ibide

48y Loho civen tha onte oo April Bthe



ictor tho Docnoke Liver vno renched. On Ootobor
Hth, oosevhores nooy the mmétmm;r Nivor, the
Orroline gomaicsionero deslered thrt they hod gone
for enounh, boin® thén oo FAFLy miloo veot of
sny céttlonont, end decinred their inteneions ég
roturning horw. The Virginionc rocolved to go on
plorne, mt'i’awmnmm vop 07 the opint on thot thoy
gught not %o procosd ﬁ&th@g@ the sthoro, and 2ow
lunod %o agntiﬂeﬁg Ho w0 on the Uonorel Oourt,
wich wna o moet shortly in UillimmchugT, anﬁ'ngxa
wre o the belief thnt ho wished to nttond that ond
goilect & acoblio solerys

Byrd snd blo companione puohod weotword until
Votolow 40th, whon they veooghed the hillo of the
) ﬁ@ﬂﬁaﬂﬁ ooty of PoiricE,~ s distonoe ol sone
sovonty-tvo 0iles From tha proint ohere Fitowilliionm
and the Carolinn group hod decertod thewm, ond o
total of over two hundred ond foprty-one nilos from
the onoe Ty cwre opprocching the mountaine and
thourht thnt thoy Ind pomo fre onourh beyond the woctw
arnmont scottlononte Uintor vno drovine tecy, ond
the dr ouppliec vore ropifily reoomins doploted, eo
thoy turpod hooll apd nrrived homa On Hovenbor Hvrontde

gaconis
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Yhio entire espedition etot Vippinis Oono thoue

quit vontee  In oddition, Bm?ég?g grontod 160,000

& nd ;;cméehgmeﬁ me pnid out of the rovenun from

nores 0f Iond o the Don Rivoars

Byza hed f:ﬁ?ﬁﬁ us o excalient doceription of the
emtire mﬁm%ﬁiiz}g in hia Uritingcs ﬁ Hio saustic
oormsonto sbout tho pooplo whon ho met ero rortions
larly emusing, though ho oxbibits o JeF inite proe
dudice ssadnot ﬁﬁém llo weites that the bordorers
proferrod to balonr ¢ &m?&?aﬁ Twhore ti&w poy Bo
tribute to CGod or Caosrr."” Hia desoription of
Indicn 1ifo nnd the potaro of the eountyry is 8 vale
uablo cource for thooo vhoe vish o lomn nore about
thems Uur intoroct in tho rorretive nowor legos  Ho
mokoe uo his oomponiono snd exhibits an unfelling
goot in VM@ superianoot obiab suotolno cw onthutioom '
throunhout, It 85 o “ploture 5f oolonio} 1ife oo is

. {a%)
to bo found nowharo elro in our litoroture.®

43, 7irpinisc Council Journnd of B0 April 1730« Vo
vole 11XV, Pe BV0. July 1887, | |
. 44, Uonde, Davids Monde Lontly hiotorys U« (1),
vole XITI, Pe 904 Octohor 1804. ’ o

454 Cos bio "Hictory of the Dividine Tine™ in the
Opisiwn golonol Uilliem Bywds (Dosooty editions
0 Xorke 4801 ' S ,

46e Virmird o Council Journod, B0 Apri) 1¥50. Vne vols
RXAV, pe B?6s July 1927 ; ‘ |

4%, Ceo tho vovien of Poosot®'c oditiocn of "The
writinre of Golonel Uilliem Iyrd of Uentover in Vierlunis,
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The »l&fri; a8 run in 1788 proved satisfactory %o
both government ond served for twenty years until the
course of settisment westward neceseitoted its sztenw
@ion in 1748. The Virginie commissioners on this
cconnjon ware Joshua Fry and feter Jaxfgrmm

Joshus Pry came to Virginio from Ungland somee
timo before 1780, vettliing ip I'sasx County, In 1749
h¢ become mastor of the grammar school at the Qollege
of Williiem and Hary. Two years later he wae appointed
Professor of natural philogophy and mathematics at
the college, & position whioh he held until 1787. BRe
later moved wentward t0 Gooohland Counnty bdatween

a4

Paq«” in ¥as, 1X, pes 446, {April 1902) from which the
following paasage is takon:
~ 'Ths Yest americon prose writer before Prone
kiin" ie a ¢laim which has been mwade for Colonel
Byrd, and with good reason, for certainly it is
hard to recall another with such vigorous style,
yet with 50 much carsieass ease and qQusint humor.
There ia something vary fasoinating about
ayerything he wrote, and sgually attractive
i2 the man himeelf, ce shown in his writings.
¢here i3 in both, the casy grace of the fine
gentleman, and gm the energy end courage
which wag neesded for asucoess in the conditions
incident t0 & pew country. He had ssen much
of the world end wao well vereed in 4%s 1its
erature, yet was happy in his ratirvemont to
the parrow dbounds of & colony. He bellsveld in
claes distinctione und yet wus o firm upholder
of ths risghte of hies nstive country anfl countrys
L) + Ty .
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Scottoboro and Charlottesvillie, in what woa to bes
come Aldbemarls. In ad8dition to holding several
offices in the newiy~formed county, he was & member
of tho Bouse of Burgesses, County Ilieutenant, ané
Commigoioner to treat with the fix Hations in drawe
ing up the Treaty of Logstowm, In 1746 he aided in
astablishing the bhoundary of Lord Poirfox'e gront
in the Horthern Necks At the outbreak of the Fraonch
and Indien War, in 1754, ho was Commandsrin-Chief
of the Virginie mlitis, but 81ed in comp and was
sucoecded by Gsorge Tashington.

Peter Jefferaon is ususlly remembored as the
fathor of President Thomas Jefferson, bub he was
aottve annugn t0 be renowned in his own nsme, &t
leont in Virginia. Well-Xnown 85 @ surveyor, he
sstiied in Gooohlund {leter slbomarle) County snd
built "Shadwell", the birthplace of hic illustrious
Son. There he continued to live il but meven of
‘his remaining years (1745-1752}, which he spent
st "Tockahoe”, as executor of the sstate upen the

48, Dictionary of American biography, Vi, p. 48,
Bew York, 1931, Colonel Fry wse bnrie& near Fort
Cumbserland, near Uill'e Creok, and Washington read
the pervices over his grove, Uashington also fne.
goribed his spitaph: “"Under this osk lies the body
of the Good, the Just .74 The Kobles Fry.“ Ses Slsughter,
Py Memoir of Col. Joshus Fry, sometime profespor in
Tilliam and Hory College, Virginio. pe 36+ Richmon@, 1080,
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death of hie friend, Uillium lundolph., "hen Albemarle
County wae formed in 1744, he wad 6 member of the first .
County Counrt. In 1746, he scocompanied Fry in his
surveying expedition of the Borthern Heck. Iater, he
pervcd ss Colonel ¢f the militia undsr Fry and County
Iieutenant, succecding his friend 6o the latter office
ss well 88 that of Burgeso from slbemsrle. His
death ocourrsd in 1?570£49’
These two men were olose frisnde for more than
8 docude, ﬁﬁt'auﬁy wera they aativ# in the ﬁor%harn
fisck survey of 1746, but s&fter their sxpedition of
running tho boundary Iino in 1749 they compiled &
map of Virginie {1761} which is one pf the moat ine
torsoting of the Uld Tominion, It hae bean said of
Jeffevson that "his 1ife work wae & complement of
that of the former praf&anar of matham?gé?es Thence-
forth it was ‘Pry ong Jefferson’ ..e."
An election for members of the Virginia Lage

1slature in Vashington County precipitated the dew
mwand for the survey of 1749, The unsucoensful
e—— S—— ‘ :

48« Tyler's, vol. Vi, p« 264+B68, April 19056,

BOs Harrieon, Pairfax. The Horthern Neck mops
of 178741747+ HaMs (2), IVs ps 164 Jonuary 1924.
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candidatos ¢loimed thot they had boon defouted by
the votes of Horth Carolinians. Lheir cage was
not allowod, however, since it woo declared that
Virginis extended as far conth as Long Islond, in
the Holston River, whero the city of Kingapord,
Tennsssee now atands, and where a fort nad been
erected in 1761 by Uilliom Byrd who apsumed that
it wos in vtrgin1a¢§51}¢

Do 4stermine juet wheve the boundary d4id ije,
Pry and Jefferson were appointod to extend the
iine of 1788. They m@ﬁ‘w;ﬁh Daniel) Weldon and
Williom Churton, commissioners from Norih Care
olins, at Pator's Oreek, Patrick Qounty, whers
Byrd and hie party hod ended their survey, and
withont Gissgroament continued the dboundary app-
roximotely sightyesipght milom $c4ﬁtamp Rook Qresk,
now known 8o the Iaurel Fork of the Holston River,
about %W%?§§¥£$¥$ miles southeast of Abingdon,
Virginia.

"In one yespect this Comnicsion deservee
notices Of the four Joint Commissions of North
Carolins and Virginia, this was the only one which

S1+ Roues, Romance of & boundary line. p. B65.

684 Henderson, Archibald. Dr, Thomas Welker and
the loyal company ©f Virginias. p« 1be Torcester,
Mass. 1931, ' :
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epgoaped in no disputes, ond the only one from which
the Carolins Commissicnmers feiled to protest and
withdvaw. HNorth Carolina was now, like Virginis,

& Royal Province. The Commiesionera of both proe
vinoes hold under the seme antharxtyt the Xing.
This may account for their harmony."

-t

Daring the pra«levoluticusry psriod, ths guestion
of sxtending the Virginie«Qarciina boundary becamo
involved with thet of westward oxpanaion and encroache
upon land clsimod Dy the Indiens. For this resson,
the Proclamation of 1763 wos issved. This was bitterly
appaseﬂ by thaﬁa sazansatﬁ who were garﬁieularly
interested in western 1&nda. Virginie, claining
611 1lond as far weet an the Bissisnippi Eﬁvar;*naa
agpecinlly incengsed, A flpod of correspondence
flowed botween the coloniel Counoil and the Board
of Trade in London. Finelly, in 1768, the Treaty
of Har8 Iahor wap eigned by the whites ond the Indians,
Shis iimitaa Virginia's srea open for sstilement h&

8 line ruoning from the Horth Corolins border to

£3s Carrvett, Ys b, ﬂartﬁetn,hauadarg of Tonnopsee,
American Higtorical Ma 2 v VI: pe 264 Hashvilles
January 1501.
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Hew Rlver and thenco to tho jJunotion of the Fanowha
and Ohio. MNMony pabplé k' & alrondy oettlcd W%e%fﬁf
this line, howcuver, and othoro wanted to, 6o in
1770 anothor tresty wao negotiated ot Loohsber, Seuth
Q&r&i&ﬁa, WMiuh‘epeﬁmﬁ,pfaétiaaily all of prescnt

‘Vivginsu and Yeot Virginia woot and aan%hwae?ézfv
the low ond Eonewha .dvers for colonigation.

Tho flow of petilers wostward inte the newlye
opona.! territory revived the Qneqtianveg the boundarxy
betweon Virginia ond North Carolima. Im 1771, Lollowm
ﬁngtﬁ?aaty of Yochaber, o 1ina L by caxmnai?
John Donolson #a'm&rk.the esustern Qanﬁﬁazy of tﬁaj
Cherokes torritorys Dither them or luter, but bow
fore lureh 1776, Colonol Donolson w e olso authorized
‘to oxtend <omewhat the pouthorn boundcry of Yirninia»
Leforence ip nmnds to this by lord Dunmmoro in &'gran
clamation vorning the peooplo to bewsre of the ovil
degigne of Nichard ﬁan”a?gag,'wha w%§5?hen‘ac%1v§ in
promoting the Yranaylvonis Compony. ’

In 1777, by the Ureccty of Holeton, Virginia ond

B4, Va,, vole X, p. 138=-14. Jﬁlg 1202 .

66, See 8%, George L. Biocucout’c Introduction (pe
40~47} to the Journal of Dapniel Bmith. Tenneosses
Riotoricol Hareegino, I. ps 40-66. Hoohviilo. Earoh 1901.
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Torth Carolinu pecureG rors iopd from the Indiuns.
w1§ba comminsioners saow that it Qoalﬁ bo andvisable for
the atatos to extend theoir boundary, im oxder to
provent furthoy aiaguﬁea oﬁer land e¢loims in the
new toryvitory. In the havtor p.xt of the following
yoor the lepgiclature of ooeh stote pussed on uot |
péeviﬁing for pueh an extcnoion. Horth Caroline
eppointed so Comminsioners Riohard Oenderson, John
T¥illsems, Tilliom Bailey Omich, Grapdadus Bav;s* and
Cacwell Jamos Eorw, of whom sny threoe wero ta‘aerve*
The firvat throea monitionsd gsetod in running the sore
voy« Por Virginis, Dr. Shotoe Usl! er and Jamoo
B dicen wero appsin%aé,‘but “hen ﬁa&i@@?ﬁg?alinaa‘
Danigl Gnith o solcoeted in hic place.
0f the Coroliniuns, Jichord HonGeraon is tho
moot celobroteds ile wus bLorn in Virginiu in 1738,
but the fomily moved o Rosrth Curolinc whom ho wap
-bmt & boye Ho otudiel law in the office of John
U111isms ond became his purtmor. Drom 1767 to 1973
heo sexved as &aa&éi&ﬁeﬁﬁuﬁziaa of the Jupremc Cousts
He woo 4in froquent contact with Daniel Boono, having
formod 8 lond ccmpony in 1764 wiih Boone ag agane{
Fwvn yearn loter he organizoed the Transylvenis Comw
peny end trio8 to form o new state in the %oet, but

. B6, Journal of Daniel Smith. Tenn. Hist. Mag., I.
p. 40“4‘70 :



4%

the Ievelutionery lor coused his plan to fodl.
‘Honderpon is oroditel withhhhﬁ colonigation a£
‘Nachvillo, Scmmeceoc, and in hio loter yeors he
servod in the Dorth Cerclino Legieleaturc und on the
Councild ui‘at?é$§ 13‘1?35, he died "rich in honoro
and regpoct.”
"G:ntroversy hoo raced obout Richurd Henderscn
for a century end o holf, He has beon desceritef
ap *tho politicsl fa%heé ﬁfAKeutuc&y‘ ené Ythe
mnot brillicnt and cceentric goniue in Americas it
not in the world.' Ho hoo boen denounced as an
‘undes..able gpoenlator' ond as on ‘infemous lond
pyrotes® lnﬁﬁpoaﬁenﬁ in epicit, soaring in imogi-
potion, enterprising und energetic, he &ispleyed
the guuliti. s of the great oxseulivo in choooing men
of charascter ond abiliity _na ?eraonal forca for
carrying out his 59818ﬂﬂx
Shomoe Volkor, one of the Virginla Commnise
sioners, was born in Kin- ond Gaoen County, Virginia,
in 1716, It 16 bolioved that he attonded the College
of Uilliem end Mary; st losct he livod in Uildiams-
burg with hie oistor, Dury Deachy Gilmers He
53?3* Diotionary of Amorican dlography, VIII.Ps 530~
b8+ Bendorson, Archibolde. ™e Tranoylvania cam@cn¥?}*

and the founding of Honderson, Bys ps 4. Bondorson
Ky. 1989,
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studield meCiovine und proeoticed in Fredorickaburg,
wherc ho aoquired eminence 8o a surgeon., In 1741 he
married ¥Mildred Thornton, tho widow of Dicholas
Yeriweother and & relotive of Goorge Usshington.
“hroush hio murriege ho ecauired the Captie Hill
sptnte of 11,000 acrea in Albomarie County, whore
in 1768 he built the procent rrnsion,

Dr, Valkor woe on poversl ccsasions & member
of the Houco of Burgoccoes; ho served ag Commissary-
Gonoral to the Virginia troopo in the Fronoh and
Indstan Uur upidor Cecrgo Tochington; end woo uctive
in the ..evolutionary mwﬁmaﬁé in Yirginie, sorving
on the Committeo of Lafety and, from 1770 to 1781,
on the Stote Dxeocutive Gemaih He speculated cOn-
piderably in weotorn londe., In 1769 he wos
appointed chief agent for the Loy.l Land Compung,
ond in the following your he led o group %0 explore
land in Eontueky. [e 1ived to see that torritory
admittod to the Union, 4'N.4nz in the year 179%.

“Thomas Ualbker woo one of thse mont aaai&uaﬁ#
workers for the public interoct ond one of the most
active palriole of hic Jday. Ho ranks with Christophor
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Gist, Richusrd Benderson, Goorge Rogers Clark and.
domeg Borrod oo ome of the trnly constroctive fLovrces
in the oponinp of the trane-~Allecheny rogion to
settioment and calania&tian; Por skill in sucoesSge
ful diplomatic negotictions with the Indione he
was unsuyposeed dy eny of hio contemporarios, cnd
he hod tho nnguostionod@ confidenco of the Indien
Chicfs. iUoc wac a otrong ﬂwigmer in the centrsl
current of the movement of hias times. It is indiw.
putable that, in the theatre in which he operated,
he was onc of the moct ehrowd, vigorous, effective,
ané ueeful mon of hic aay."fss}

Ualker's fellowe-commiceionor, Daniol Omith, .
wog born fn Olafford County, Virginio, in 17486, ie
ationded the Collepge of Tilllom ~nd Lory und be«
come o surveyore. Upon hio mavricge in 1770 ho
pettled in Lusuotas County on thae Glinch .dver ab
ISarﬁ Chrietion, ond beconmo PBopuiyeSurveyor. Ho rose
to the position o. colonel in the Uoshinglon County
militi& .84 fourht ot Siag'c fountein. at .he cloee
of the ..ovolutionury VUsr, ho movod (o HenBeoroonvillo,

in the propont gtote of Yomncoeee, wherce he 1046 out

I

69, londereon, A. Dre Thomso Ualker cnd the loy-l
company of Virginiu, ps 7o Torcector, Masa, 1901
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the town of Daghkville. Ho woc o cembor 0f ho
Hozth Corolinu Coavention which »otificd the Tnited
8tasen Coastitution in 1709 and corved oo (0erow
tory unfler Tilldom Blount, Gevormor of tho lerpie
t2ey G .th 0f tho Ohices In 1794 Do m.de tho fivod
msp of Tonmoogoo omn@ wrote o deseription of the
Yennessoe govornmont en? o jourmal of his ompor-
ienco on tho houndory cornicoion. Jo wao o nembd
oZ the Tonnooscc Conctitution:l Gonvention in 1796,
In 1798, Guolth gucceoofold 4ndrow Joachkoen in the
Unitod Dtates Jen te, vrd wun. voturncd to that

, {60)
body 4n 10050« Ho 1ived undil 18106,

_ Tho Commispioners of Virsinis were suthorized
by the Asaembly to meet with these of Horth Care

olina and to extend the boundary west from the

snd of tho Jefferaon-Pry line to the Tennescee

River. If they found that the line of 1749 was

not exactly in 36° 30' north latitude, thoy wero

instructed to run from it due north or couth to that

latituds end thon 8irectly west-mn

They met at Steep Dock COrsek im 2779, dut were

€0, Diotionary of Amorican blo-rophy, ZVII. ps Ebds
61ls Hone vOls IXs pe 561-068¢ Richmond. 1881



anable to f£ind the place wvheres Jefforson end ¥Fry
had Yeft off, since so much of the timbor in that
region had died. After taling anumher of odbsexrvations,
they resched o decision cnd bhegon their survey on
September 6th. After proceeding abont forty-five
miles weat, to Oarter's Vallay, the Usrolina Come
miseioners olaimod that the line was too faor south
by & &istonce of two miles. They theroforc measured
off that distance north, and proceedod %O run another
iine eastward, accoppanied by one of the Virginiens,
Beanwhile, the other Virginia CQommissioner procecfied
wostward slong the origioal lins. The Lformer f£inally
concluded that the Caroliniens wers wrong, 8o after
~scoompanying them for about twenty miles, he rejoined
his companion.

The Commissionerps then sgreed to run their two
linee indepeniently, oncemp near each other, and
lst future observers decide which wap rights. The
Caroliniens ran thoir 1line asg far west as thoe Cunw
beriand Mountaine, ulﬁhoug?ég?sg.latar protesteod
againat the Virginie linc. Talker and his party,
however, procesdsd on over the mountoins and reached

62, Ses the report of the virginia commiseioners to
the Asssmbly in 1780. Hen., 1XZ. p. B61«566, note,
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the Clear Pork; l%ié’»; )mmﬁ from Cteep Rook Crack,
by Hovember E2nd. Thoy had plomned to ond their
survey thero, dtut docided that since most of the
exponae had already dboen incurred end ainco people
wars slready settling forthexr west, they would aaﬁn
tinue on to the Tenncseee River.

Since it wan 0 lato in the season, howover,
and their horses were without food, they Gecided
to move westward "into a bolter Country” and resume
the survey where more people were slrealy settling
on land which wo thousht reserved for our scldiers,
tut which tho settlere thought was in Horth Carolins.”
They traveled by canoes 4own tho Cumbsrland liver,
whore thoy were dsloyed by the river freeeing up for
forty days« But on Fedbruary £6, 1780, thoy took up
thoir line sgoin, ono hundred ond nino milen weet of
Clear Fork, on the west bank of the Cumborlcnd Diver.
They extended the l1lins acroes the hesds of tho Green

63+ Hendorson and socversl othors accompenicd thom to
obasrve their work, and reached Doonesborough on Christ.
mas Days See Henderson, A. suthorahip.of the Cumbere
ma Compact and the founiing of Heshville, Zenn
gg s M8g., IXe ps 166¢ Haohvillos Septomber wier
ﬁm“&gaw of the Virginie cormiseioners. Hans, iXe
Pe »




and Red Eivers throush & coundry collied "Hhe Barrens®
{because of the socarcity of timder), recrossed the
Cumberlaend, and on Lsrch £3ré& thoy reachod the Tone
neapese Biver, one hundred and forty miles, one
quarter and eight poles from their starting point

in Pebruary.

They made a "toleradble Inp of the Cumborland
Eiver" whioh they described os "a Tine lliver being (65)
navigadble at least 700 miles from tho mouth upwards.”

Their roport to the Virginia Aependbly was COne
clude: with the remark thot they bad "since seen
£o0l« Hendorson cne of the Horth Carolinn Coumisslonere,
who with ancther of his Colleagucs has boen c.cmining
our line, end he had repeatedly given us much resson
to boliove their State will asgtablish the linc os we
con ni*’t%}

The report of ﬁhalgg?aaaaingﬁ subtmittad by the
Caroline Commissioners d1ffored widoly in tone
ond eubstance from thaot of Tslker and Smith. But
considering Henderaon'’s porsonal intereet in theae
wostern 1anﬂa, end noting that Omith's privaﬁ@.ggggggg

53. Rapart of the Virginie commissicners. Hen.,

I % o
674 5tate records of Borth Carolina, ZIV. pe 5633554
Goldsboro, He C. 1606,

IXe



COLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY

51

olosely corroborctes the Virginia roport, it iv oofe
%0 agoapt the latter ag & more rolisble statement of
the faots.

Ap & yrosult of the Qisagresmont of the Commissioners,
no immaediate action was taken by the two etateas Thus
for a pumder of years thers were two houndary 1&#@&
and conetont friction developed among the inhabitente
of this regions A% tices thoy sdhered to ons states,
at times to the other, andégg}nnaaatong they olaimed
t0 be indspandent of bdoth,

In 1787, the vaxginxa.nagig%ature aimpéwersd
Governor Randolph to send a.epaﬁial messenger to North
Carolina to get the decision of that government ?ggj
tha subject of the boundary as ertended in 1779,

4 reply was received from Covernor Johnston of North
Caroline carly in the failawing>yaari yromi&%gg}ta
iay the mattor beforo the Genoral Assembly, The
sonthern line-~known ae the Walkor Linew-was f£inally
adopted by that Btate inm 1790, and by Virginia on

- {71)Claime to land botween Talker's
Decembar 7, 1791, )

and Henderson's l1inss were to bhe dscided in favor of

68+ lved, John., Reminiscances of western Virginia,
3%, vols VI gﬁ 242« January 1900, See nlso the lstters
of Arthur Campbell to Governor Eandolph, 28 uotober
and 10 Descember, 1787, in Cale. vole. I¥. u» 351, 36566,
Richmond. 1864,

69¢ Cole voles IV, pe 864,

70« AIbid.: pe 5974

71, Garrett, U.R. Oorthern boundery of Tennssoes.
Amer. Blat, Mag., VI. p« E7«£8, Nashvills, 1801,
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the oldoat title, whether Aeorived frow Virpinic or
ﬁartﬁ caraxin&,‘?a}

Al of these linea, from 1728 to 1779, were
run with vory imperfoct inetrumento, and the surveyw
org 844 not thorouzhly undorstand the variations of
the compaoss Althou~h the latitude of 236° 80* wae the
iine intended snd antianad in a}l the leislutivo acts
relating to 1ﬁ, under these circumptonces, it was ime
possidble to £a13aw truly that or sny other parallel.
Por emample, it was found in the opsrations of the United
Statee Qoast Survey that on Currituck Inlet the line wam
not 36° 20', nor even 36° Z1', as Getermined by Byrd, but
36° 23* 16", At the opposite end, the Tolker ILine at
Briotol, Tennessec, w.s found to bo 56° 34' 25.6". Thus
the line ie not & psrullel, dut a eerics of durves, "with
their concavities nordthward and a?g§§atea at their
ends by north and south offmots.”

Purthermore, the line mas marked on the trees and
ﬁaen’aimappaare@. Ap the sariy‘ﬁattlemﬂnta were

72+ Hone vole ZXIXIXe pe 888, v
73+ Gannett, Henry. DBounldaries of the United BStates
end of the several states and territories with an cubew
line of the history of all important changes of territory.
{gé§¢<aaaig Surs Bulletin Fo. B26. 3rd ed.) Vashington.
»
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guite soattored, it soon became meraly & matter of
trodition and then of contentions. In 1660, commismeions
wors appointod at tho suggostion of Virginia to ro~
iaeata the lino ueatwarﬁ‘fram the ené of nga‘a auf§4;
vey of 1728, but for some recson thoy d4id not sot.

in 1870, ané slgo in 1871; both stodtes appointed
commispioners, and money woo appropriated by the
vzrgiaia‘aouerax Assembly, for thoe purposs Of agcerte
aining and relocotin~ the boundary, btat these cttempte
ﬂera.alae inafﬂhceian(?b)

Another effort wao made in 1665+1086. Governor
Soalee of lorth Corolins wrote to the Governor of
Virginis suggesting that coumiseions dbo appointed
for that purpose. Hig firet ieét@v to Governor Came
eron in 3aanary, 1088, dbroucht nﬁ xss?gg?, aineavthe
Virginis Aopembly was ngt in scenion. A year’la?;;)
he wrote o similar letter to Governor Pitszhush Lee

74+ Gannett, Boundaries of the United States,

78, 1bid. S8 0lso tho Journsl of the Houge of Delegates
of the utate of Virginia, 1869-70. p. 468, 516. Richmond.
167G; and the acts and Joint Resolutions passsed by tho
Generul hssenbly of the S8tate of Virginia, 1970-71. De GR.
Richmond. 1871.

76« Jourpal of the Denate of the {ommonwealth of Vire
ginla, 1888+ Doos. XVe Richmond. logb. :

77+ IbiGe, 100b»864 Loos LXIZ. Bichmonds 1080.
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and & bill was passed by tho legislature in Lorech
asuthorising the Goveyrnor to appoint cuch a aammig?%g?,
to determine the line east of the Hottoway River,

On ﬁhié ccoosion the commiseionors were successful

in relconting the line according to their instracte-
jons,

On Uorch B, 1804, tho Virginia General Assonmbdly
suthoriged the Governor to appoint two commigeioners
to sot with those from lorth Carolina to ascertain
and astab1iah, by monumont or otharcige,”that portion
of the boundary betweon leoklandburg CGounty, Virginias,
end the countien o§?3¥anvilie. Tarren, and Vance,
in Borth Carolina. The Governor appointed &,2s
Read and J.Te Hendricks Shoy ran the line secording
to inetruotion, in the £oll of 1895, and presented
thodir report to Governmor Q'Ferrall, who subnitted
it o the Assembly in Februery, 1896, Thoir line
closely followed tho traditionnl baunﬂaryntaa}ﬁha
line wae opposed, however, by meny people st&ﬁakm
lenburg County, and upon their petition, the

78+ Acts and Joint resolutions passed by the Censranl
Amngenmbly of the State of Virpginia, 1088-86, pe 524,
Hichmond. 1886,
- 79, Ibid., 1893-94, pe 798, Richmond. 1094,
80, Journel of the House of Lelepstes of the State
of Virginia, 1895«964 Docs VIl. Richmond. 1896, {8io.)
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|
Assemb¥q wajaetea this report and paéaeé'?g§§ber, ast
in 1898, to have the boundary remeasured, Thie later
iine ptoﬂed aab&sfaataxy to both Stategg

@hué‘aftar two centuries aﬁthapgzgng and bickering,
and gﬁtér numarous sttempts,; the 1aaétabn of the boundary
iine botweon the states of Virginis and North Carolina
was £inally dotermined. It had heen of considerable exe
pense ﬁo_batﬁ atates, and a constant source of troudle
in the matter of settlement and land olaims, Most of
those employed %o determine the line had been conacione
tious and honest in their offorts, but on accasion they
wers ﬁhmgrtea,by-the aaifzah\psraaaa; ambition of others,

Unfortunately, when North Cerolina ceded its western
terr&taf#_ta.ths national government, and the state of
Tennesgee was orgenized in 1796, the now state inherited
#he nopthorn boundary of 1ts parent, and with 1t the
baundary_dispute,

- 81. aote and joint resolutions passed by tho Goneral
Assembly of the State of Virginia, 1867.98. p« 455-456,
Richmond, 18958,
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11Xl. The Comntroversy with Tennessee

The Southwost Territory was caded $¢o the Unitsd
States by North Carolina im April, 1790, Its northern
boundary, and thet of Tenneassee, which became a state
in 1796, was designated as that claimed by Forth Csre
olina at thé time of the cession. Not until December,
1790, 4id the North Carolina Assembly accopt the Walker
Line of 1779 and relinquish its olaims to the territory
betweon that and the Honderson Iime to the North. Con-
sequently, the now State af“wennassQa mainﬁaina& that
its boundary was the Henderson line, not the Walker
1ine, as asserted by Virginia?fi)

l. This was asserted even earlier, when Tennessce was
8till s territory. Governor Blount, writing to the
Governor of Virginis in September 1792 stated: _

Whether Henderson's line is right in pre
ference to Watkin's (Walker's %), or the con-
trary, or whother either is right, I conceive
it yet to be dotermined; but North Carolins
having exerciged Jurisdiction to Henderson's
line from the time it was run without any

_objection on the part of the State of Vire
ginia, to the time the State of North Carolins
- pagsed the Act of Cepsion, snd after to the.
dissoliution of the Government of HNorth Car~
olins as to the part ceded, and the orgsnizaw
tion of the Territorial Government thereon,

a term of more than ten yesrs. I conoceive 1t
my duty, the law of Virginia, snd your pro=
clamation, notwithotanding, I shall receive ine
structions to the contrary f£rom the federal
Govornmant « -
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The strip of territory betwsen the two liines
socupied a unique pogition for & while. Ite oitisens
refnsed to pay tassm or perform military eervice for
sither state. I the collsotor fram Virginia came,
they Aenied that he had any suthority south of the
Henderaon line; if the collector from Tennossss came,
they Gonied his suthority north of the Walker lins.
Ir E&%ﬁhr&tiﬁﬁ of ths national governmend come, the
peopis ovlaimed that they wers not in any stste or
organined territory of the United States., "Ohe flag
« the Stars and Stripes = 41d not £loat between thess
linss. ‘Whis-eaa 6 veritadle 'No Man’s land' - acoordse
ing to z#s inhabitants « being i?é?a torritory or
‘state, or in the United States.”

71t 13 obmesrvabls that the act of Virgisias decisre
ing Watkin's {(Valker's %) line to bo the southorn
boundery is founfed npon s Reaolution of the legisw
iature of North Carolinea, sstadlishing that Lina as
the boundary betwasn Virginio and that state, and not
upon the principles that that line ia preciscly whore
it oupght to be, and po doubt that resolution and your
act effectively fixes that se the Line batwsen Horth
Garoling and Virginia; but 1t is squselly clesr thet no
Lesolution and « aot of Hoyth OCarciine pasesd after
Congreas had acoepted the cesplion of that state,
which is anquestionably the case with ths Rasolution
on which your 4ot is founded, can bs 9o conatrued me
t0 bind the United States to consider that Linse as
‘boundary dbetwsen Virginia and this Territory sewsss
(Cale VIa pps 52468,) _ |
v aaﬁgg%agiaW£§lxam/ﬁé The romance afxgxggunﬁarg#§$a§¢
’ Bp b 2 75‘” aaﬁﬁﬁf m 'ﬁ&; !5223?& & by P 57
Richmonde 1981, o o '
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Tith two lines in exictence and Virginia olaiming
that the true leooation was still farther south, &
aettloment of the controversy was undertsken. In 31800,
tho Genoral Assombiy of Virginis passed o resolution
anthorizing the Governcr to appoint commissicners to
meet with those from Tonnessse t0 estadliah one of
the twe linos, or sny other line upon which they would
agree 1o asttle the disputed boundary batwesn them.

A similar aat was pesaed by the Teonesseo Assembly

in the following yoar. Governor James Moproe appointad
General Joeeph Martin, Creed Rayler, snd Colonel Noores
to act 83 the Virginia occmmissicnerss Colonel iooro
resgigned, howaver, %o accept the pnsim?g of United
States Harghal of the Testern Jisdrict, snd Peter
Johnson wos etlected in his stesd, The commission
Tor Tennesnes was hesded by John Bavisr, with Hoges
Finke and Gaorge Routlege as his &ua&amtm“’

The lealars of both groupe had playsd an oute
gtaniing part in the develcpment of western aettles
menta and were well quelified to act in aettling thie
digpute., OGensxral Nartin had been born in Aldemarla

B« U8ls, XX po E76, |

4+ Taska, Btaphen B. Librories snd 1iteraturs in
Rorth Uaroline in the eightecnth csuturys. A. He A,
Aniusl report for 1890. pe 471478, Tashington. 1806,



59

Qounty, vzrgmm@. neny cnarmmawzm% in the yoar
1740, e soems to bove iphorited the pioneer spirit
£rom his father and granifather, both of whom had
1ivéd restless 1ives. His grandfather had removed
from tho continent of Turope Yo "ngland, ond hie father
haf come from there to Virginia. Hsrtin had 1ittie
schooling, eince he preferrod %0 play "hookey”, he
was epprenticed out to learn the carpenter's trade.
But he von off to join the army et Fort iitt during
the French and Indian Usr in 1786.

He later engaged in the fur trade and in 17686 or
1769 led s group of settlers to Powell's Valley where
he estadlished Martin's Station. In 1778 he sesured
land in that portion of Ditteylvania County whioh
later bdessms Henry County. He was entrytaker and
sgent for the Powell Valley portion of the land pure
chagsd by Richerd Henderson and served for twelve ysars
as agent of the Cherckes Indians in the present county
of Sullivan, Tennessec. He was & member of the Horth
Carolina legislature and brigadieregeneral of the
militia. On several occasions, he wap appointed on
commissions to ftreat with the Chickessw,~ CheroXess,
and Chootaws. In 1788, he attended the Rorth Caroliina
convention whioh rejectod the Federad) Constitution,
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thongh Martin himself voted inm favor of 3t. Ilater,he
returned to Virginic and entercd the legislaturs. In
1706 ke purchased (in fenry County) "Belmont” from
Benjomin Harrison, Jre, of Barkeley, wherse he died

in 18{)8}5}

Jorn Sevier hed Just completed three torts a®
Govarnor of Vennessee in 1801, end immedi.tely upon
leaving office he wae appointed by his successor,
Governor lioane, to head the boundary commission of
that ﬁta%fﬁ He was born in 17405 near the present
villare of New Harket, Virginis, and exhibited the
game reatlioss ammatammm that waes typical of
Joseph Hartin. 4t the ags of tweniyeeight, he bew
gan %o move down the Shenendoah Valley to the newe
Ay~formed Holston settloments, and contipued to
move with the advancing frontisr as far as the vioinity
of "noxville, Tennesses.

Sevier was & commiscioner in the Tatougs 4AS80cise
tion endin 1776 & memder of the local Gommittes of
Safety. He was o representative to the Provisional
Congress, which sppointed him lieuntensntescolonel of
the militia. Prior to 1780, he 444 not take en active

e o ¥ - AR -y o o

- bs HMartin, Willjem. 4 bdiographicasl sketch of Genersl
Jomeph Martine Va., VIII. ppe 5474348, Aprid) 1001,

6+ Driver, 0aTi S, John Sevier, pionesr of the
0ld southwest. p. 146. Chapel HLlYL, K. O, 10882,
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pert in the metual fighting of the Revolution, bat in

that yeay he led twoe hundred and forty fwonnlarsman to
victory-over-the-British at King's Mountein, He aided

ﬂfanais;ﬁariankagaansﬁ the enemy in the South end led

‘ﬁavefaijraiﬁs against the Indians,

With tho formation of the new state of Pronklin,
36via#,ﬂaa,eieuted 1ts only Governor. But he had "exe
preescd the spirit of his timoes with too much vigor,” and
in 1788 found his ceareevr blasted, He had speoulated in
,lanﬂ&;4m§&e raide against the Indians, and assumed the
1saa¢x§§§gwéﬁ_?r§ﬁkiiﬁ, just as other frontiecrsmon had
done; but aftor a serious foud he was Genounced as a Gen-
gerous disturber of the pecte. He was arrested, but eSosp-
od aq@'tOﬂkfrgfﬁse'with a "lawless banditti," A

. Ho besame a staunch "fo@loralist® and wermly advocated
the aﬁggbignﬂgﬁwtha,ﬁatxﬁaa%_Qogstatut&an, seeing in 4t
great advantage for the peoplé of the Wesk. In 1789 he was
olected to the North Garoline Senate, where ho was fully
pardonod and rogtored to his old position as brigediere
general. After a twnwgear.teﬁm in Congress, he bogame
brigadier-general of the militia under his friend Governor
BFlount in tho newly-organized Territory South of tha Ohio,
‘ whan~wennesaae besame a state, Jobhn Sevier was olectw
‘ed its firet governor, He served throe terms, which was
the 1imit given in the state ﬁﬂnstiﬁutign‘ But in 1803
e was egein oleoted end held the office for thres
more terms. Upon bis retirement & second



62

time as Governor, he became & member of tho otate
ﬁamﬁ:; and in 1811 ho was elestod to Oongress. Hig
death ovourred in Aladboms, in 1815, m&i{ﬂe bo was aote
ing on o comnioalcn Lo suxvey the bwmr%a??ﬂ the
Creek cession obteined by indrew Jackeom. ‘

The two groups of commissionorp met in 1808 and
want to the point where the line Detwesn Tenmesseo
and Horih Coroline woe cuprossd to imtorsect the
boundary betwsan Virginia and Horth Carolina. After
sonsiderable diassuseion they were unable to egres
upon either the Valker or the Henderson line. Iue
to the seriousness of the situstion, howsver, it
wans consifered nesecesary to vesch @m fecision.
Agcordinsly, & compromise wan reasched, wheralby they
decided to run a third line sguidiatunt between the
two in diepute.

The report wes made In 1502 as followa ;4’9}

Soth A iﬁﬁ weet lins squally dietun$ from

; TAlker's opd Hendorson's Yeginning on

" the summit of the monatsin genevally known
as Thite Top wountain, whers the northesat

Ts Dictionsary of americen biographys IVI. pps 602804,
8a Louglos, dward H. Boundaries; aress, geggrophle
canters and altitufes of the Uanited Stater sad the
saveral states with & brief rvrescord of ;amgeﬂam ahanges
in their territorys {U.S. Geol. Sur, Bulletin 589}
Ps 1B64 Varhington. 1985
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¢orner of Termescec terminatse, to the top of

the Cumberland locuntain, where the southwsstern

corner of Virgiuia tammmm

The dietance covered by this line was #ﬁﬁraxm
imately one hurdred and thirtoen milos. ;Iﬁ wes
aboat a mile morth of the Uelkor Iine and had free
Quently boen epohken of as the "ﬁ&amzmﬁ 1ine", because
tho comnisbionors marked it on the trees with five
notches arranged in the pshepe of a& dianond,

*Jhie compromiso and offset at the northosatern
corner of Tennsssec destroys the story yet current
that the mw&}&m at that point heard of a atill
house to the nwtlmarﬁ;" ron to it, end wers 80 well
satinfioC that they uced 1t as & starting point ww%
ward pext mammgn“m}

The new line run by Uartin end Sevior proved
aatisféemry to both Virginia and Vsnneasee. It
woe roatified by thefr Apeombliiec in 1803 ag"the
true 1ins Yetween thex;® but for some resson or
other they neglected to subtmit 1¢ to !Em greoe for
-ayprwah Thie omission was to cauge future sone
trwa:my mgn’tyuﬂ.ﬂvo roare Mt&r.um ’ '

In 1871 Virginia passeged an act providing for

¥+ Rouge, Lomance of a boundory line. ps 269,
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the appointment of s comuission to adjust ﬁhxe'&sna,
tut The Tennesnses legisiature, in the following
yesr, pessed a rspolution emphatically refusing to
reopen the guestion concerning s boundary which
they a&mi&aw?x‘;j}#mm and eatadlichad beyond 4ise
puts forever," _

on the twentysfourth of Pabrusry, 1686, the
Asgenbhly of Viveinis instyucted the Governor €o
bring suit, 1if necessary, sgainst Tennegses to See
cure the removal of the line to the manﬁnwarﬁﬁflg)
This sction aross from & state of oivil war which
broke out in Bristol. CTennessee olaimed that the
iine of 180 ran along the north side of Main Street
at the property line: Virginio contended that it
‘ran Gown the center of the street. Dfforts of the
Bristoledoodson UVater Company of Tennesscee to sy
watar mains slong the north side of the sirset
met with resistanoe by fLorce on the psrt of citisens
of Virginia, and an injunction wes secured agsinot
the companys Mobs f£rom eacoh side faced one another,
but they wers finally pacifisd; it was gsgreed that
work should snot oontinue nntil the matter could
be settled in oourt.

11.. Gannett, Henyrys. Boundaries of the United SHtates
and of the aeveral states snd territories with an outline
of the history of all important changes of territory, (v,
8y Geols Sur, Balletin B28,}) p. 98, Washington. 1904,

12¢ Usaks, Goneral Joseph Martin snd the war of the
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The Virginia issemdly promptly repeslsd the asct
which hod adoptod the compromise lino of 1808 end
filed & chonoery suit in the United [tates Supreme
Court to have the rightful boundary Setermined, since
the Supreme ﬂnuwt-af'ﬁhe Pnited States has originsl
Juriadiction in cages over boundary disputes between
ptates: They claimed that the line of 1802 was not
binding under Artiocls 1, Sestion 10 of the United
Ctates Constitution: *Ro atats shall without the
consent of Congreas enter inte any compsact OF KETeew
mont with any other stats,” The omission of sude
witting the line to Congress was brought out, and they
contended that under the royal charters unider which
the colonien o0f Virginia snd Horth Carolina wars
formed 1t was intended for the boundsry Letween them
to bo & line due west from the Atlantic Ceean to the
iesiesippi River along the perallel of 26°20%; that
since Teagneaseo was corested out of the territory of North
Carolina, the pame line should be crsated betwasn them;
and that the line which Tennsseee clsimed wae too far
north and incliufed a strip ons mndred and thirtesn
milen long asnd from two to sight miles in width,

Pennesses replied by saying that "the line of 1802,
run hy aammzstzansra appnxuﬁua by both ntataa* upprovaa

in "ADD
p; 6#2‘ a@tn¢ @asbiugtan, 1&?&:
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by sobssquent sction of the legisletures of both
a!mﬁm, and recognired and acted upon by both states
for eighty~seven years, slithough 1t uay have deviated
from the ancient cslil in the charter, was not open to
Qmm%m&gg that Virginie was eatopped from questions
fng 1t." ’

The opinion of the Suprems Court was given in 1893,
deoiding in favor of Tennessoss The court held that
sinos the oharter of Carolins a&nna‘ for & line
"within or about”™ the 1atitude of aam, a line in that
neighborhood wgm satisfly the demends ;af the charter;
that in the agresment of 1780 the governors bad provided
Lor wwiatimﬁg that "Virginia had ratified the line
of 1808 with full knowledge of the facts as to Liie
loontion; had vecognized it &n the Code for eightye |
five years, exercised jurisdfotion up %o it during that
period, collected tamem, dasipmated 4% as the hounds
of akmtim precinots snd was therefore estopped," fas}
Ths court slso applied the rule concerning adjoining
individusl proprietors by saying that "long squiescence
in and possession up to an sagreed boundary line under
cleim of title is &» conoclusive beatwesn states ap bee
M«m atates ae between iaawmmmﬁfm,

33 Rmmn, Romanos of o bwum!srg lines ps. 70,

14 hi8
16 TBE5;



67

Regarding the wmmmumi question, the court
atated that such an agresmont 4id not need the consent
of Qougrens, since it wos not & matlier of fntereat or
goncern %o the United Stetes, But 1f necessary, the
gonaent of Congress might be implied by i¢s designadion
of the line of 1808 as the limit of ite Judiecdel and
solisotion &igﬁam and in oonfirmation of federsi
appointments .

In 1668 and 'BY the line of 1808 was reeran, by
aat of the asscsmblies of both stotese, for the purptss
of remsyking 1t with stons monuments whers the timber
had MQQ, dagtroyed or the marks on the tress Obe
litersted. It was reported Ly the comnismicners that
ot Bristol, the line wae aix nmiles north of 26.30, and
this was confimmed in 1868 is;r the Cosst snd Geodetic
Surveys They further roported that in sevsrnl other
places the old survey varied to the north, :samm
sﬁnrai trisngles with the Gue east and weot lines,.
Bacouse of these varistioneg, thin survey was never w«»’
cepted by the Virginis Aspembly.

The oace of Miller ve. Wille (96 Va, 337}, before
the Supreme Gourt of Virginia, in 1897, involved the

16. Douse, Lomance of & doundary iins. p. 271,
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title to & parcel of lané in the Danton Valiey triangle,
saat of Brigtols Citisens of Tennesses claimed that
the north end weat sides of the triangle constituted
the true stets bouniary as dstermined by the Fodoya)
Supreme Court iu the cass montioned above. IBut the
Virpsinia Court of sppsale reversed the decision of the
lowey aourt and held that the finding of the United
Btates Supreme Court wes res Judicate only ss to "the
validity and not to the location of the line,” and that
the true 1ino was and shonld be s straight east and
went one. Accordingly, the loostion va?zggxzi ?naertuin‘
sspecially at those points of wvariation.

Therefore, in 1900, & petition was filed in the
United States Bupreme Court by the state of Tennesass
roquastieng that a commission be appointod by the court
to retrace ond remsrk the lime of 1802. The comnission
was compossd of three engineors: James B, Baylor, of
Virginis; Andrew H. Buchanan, of Jennessaej ﬁﬁﬁ Te Ca
Hudgkine, of Hsssachusetts, ZThess commiseioners re=
traced the line and &t intsrvals est stone markers with
the letter T on the south sids and the letter ¥ on
the north side. At Bristol they Aimagreed, Buchanan
and Bodgkins oleimed that the line followed the property
i;n&iuanng the north eide of Hain Qtruaf, but Ehriﬁx‘

NN e - NI L W

17+ ouse, Homanoe of o boundsry 1lines ps £78a
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contendod that 10 went slomg the center of the etrest,
thirty foat further souths At this point, Tonneases,
in ordsr %o axaéga the expenss of lighting snd maintaine
ing the antire #trest, ceded to Virginic this northern
half of Main Street. 7This cession was accepted by

the Yirginis Ascenbly and ﬁpﬂsﬂtaﬂ and the Fressident
approved 1%, In 1903, the report of the commianioners,
including thie change ot Bristol, was approved by the
Sapreme Court. Section 128 of the Code of Virginia now
desiores this 1ins to bo the Srae boundery 1ino bes
tween Virginie and Tonnesase,

184 Cole of Virginis, Section 18« pe 1813,
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CONCIUGIONR

Littles remeine to Do told of the story of the
sonthern boundary lins of Virginies It may seem o044
to paﬁp&a’#ﬁ“ today that two and s qusrisr centuries
woare required to mttia the question of & mere line.
The Csroiins charter was guite specific in stating
that 1t should extend on or about the latitude of 36°
30", Our modern ongineers would not find it &1fficult
to rao such a line. But two hundred years ago, measur-
ing instruments were quite orude and scientific knows
isdge was not dsvelaped to the sxtent it hus been today.
4llowance for variations had to be made, but with ime
parfect Knowlelge, errors weres hound %o @mﬁ;; ine
A8 wa have seun, this accoonnted f£or much 0f the esarlier
COntroverey.

Baturally, the provincislism and Jocsl patriotisn
which #xisted i,i; the colonial end sarly repubijosn
sras weve 8 forse whioh connot be entively disciunted,
This sleo had ite finanocial aspegt, for the colony
or state which held the land wae sntitled %o cvollest
quit rents and taxes,s In an ares oFf soveral hundred
squars miles this wonlid amount to & consideradle sum,

In the earlisr yeors especisily, the Gesires of
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land speculators and promoters influenced their attitudes
toward the guestions 7Zhis was ovident in the csose of
~the Carclins commissionere in 1710, 17 the opinions

of ludwell ond Harrison are correct. JIndging Iawson

and Hosaly by ﬁzﬁr soticnse«~thelir hasitancy, proorage
tination, and fenlt«finding--guch a oconclusion may

ssem Junetifieds Although their comtention that the
instruments of the Virginisns were in srror wae later
proved to be correct, It s not sate to condeun

sither side too thoroughliy.

Thie same factor entered in at later pariode
as well, particulsrly in the surveys of Wolker and
Henderaons Both mon had been sotively snmaged in
wasatern land spsculations in and about the ares in
which their surveye weroe mnde. ?%’ithmt chadlenging
‘bziu integrity of sither, 1t is cafe to vaise the
gueation of how miuch they were influsnced by perasonal
motives, UCertainly, the Carolina commissicners were
mach more inelined to sccept the UAlker iine after
£inding that Long lelend and the region surrounding
it had fallen to Horth Carolins.

Two very definite contributions were derivsd
£rom thie sontroversys In the first plass we hava
that remarkable plece of oolonisld literature, Willism
Byrd's "History of the Dividing Iine." It stands
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unique end alony in & pericd of our history ‘when mowt
men were t0o busy with tho material developwent of (
a continent to give sttention te onitural ﬂavglepmmh{
0f a1l hi2 writings, this is perhape the most vivid
and tho best known. Ous motional literaturs would
bo muoh poorer without his contribution.

Although the doundary line di& not follow the
-1atitude of 36° 30’, yet tnat parellel callsd for
in the Caroline charter did play an iuportant part
in the history of ﬁaﬁari@& during tho firvst nelf of
the nineteenth centurys It wae thm pawalliel) which
gsrved after the Hismouri Conpromise 02 LGE0 ae the
dividing lins between the Lrae atates and terrm?rma
and those in which slovery was allowed.

Finally, 1f the 1ine betwesn Vicsinie ond her
socuthern neizhbore ﬁaﬁ £é1iema& tuet desisnated in
the sharter, (snd if modern mothods ené instruments
had been employed), Virginie would now contain
severnl thousand ecuarce miles of additional territory.
Dat rogardlose of paina or losses, tho guesation hoe
been dofinitely, and we hope permsnently, cottlod.
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