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PREFACE

Charles Campbell (1807-1876), Virginia historian, has been &
long~neglected figure connected with Virginia's history. When the
total of his contridutions to the recording of that bistory is sur-
veyed, it is even more surprising that he hes not been given suffi-
cient publiocity for the part he pleyed. daapbell was primarily a
‘ecllector, for he was deeply interested im anything that pertained
to the past, and when he discovered zn sged lettsr or doocument left
by some Virginia worthy, bis delight was almost neive. Many of his
vecations were spent in visiting the historic plantaticms, old
graveyards and landsarks along the lower James river, snd he wus
able to gather and preserve a remarkable smount of gensalogical data,
traditions, and aateriul on Colonial life and the American Revolutiom.
Campbellls antiguarisn interests seem to have been formed sarly, and
his interest in genealogical mstters became an absorbing one, par-
ticularly in relstion to those Virginia fami}ies from whén-hc was
descended. His journals were filled with tombstone insoriptions,
lists of portraits found at "Berkeley,” "Westover,” "Shirley,* and
other notable Virginia houses. HMuch of this material he later
printed in the pages of The Southern Literery Messenger and im his own
history, The Iatroduction to the Histery of the Coleny and sncient
Dominion of Virgimia, which wes published in 1847. The Reverend Philip
Slaughter, of Culpeper, Virginia, spoke of the long talks he had with:
Campbell about legends and traditioms of Virginie and calied him "a
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Virginian in every fibre of his soul.*l

Members of Charles Campbell's family sald that nearly every mo-
ment of freedem from his daily work was spent with his books, in
polishing up some piece of writing, or in clearing up and suthenti-
cating some obscure point of history. His mother remarked that he
was never idle--slways tesching, reading or writing.? He liked to
write with his family surrounding him, for their ochattering never
seemed to discompose him in the least. It was maid, also, that his
memory was remarkable and that he forget nothing.3

In & fine tritute to Charles Campbell, afier his death, the
Reverend Philip Slaughter made an all-revealing statement that he
was surprised to find under Cempbell's plain garb and modest mien so
large a heart and & mind so richly stored with historical lore.4 The
plain and mnassuming exterier of Campdbell seemed to have misled many.
His charming social graces, his rare faculty of putting others at
ease, his cheerful bits of humer, and the sclassic phrases he used in
conversation brought him resdy listeners and made him a weloome guest
in many homes. The letters and frequent invitations found in the
Campbell Papers are proof enough of this. He has been likened to

1. Obituary of Charles Campbell: "A Tribute to the Memory of the
Late Charles Campbell," from The Petersburg Index; this is a olip-
ping found in box 7, Campbell Pepers, in the Library of the College
of William and Mary.

2. 8Sketch of Charles Campbell's 1life by Robert A. Brock: JThe Rich-
mand Daily s Beptember 7, 1876, '

3. Letter from Mildred Moore Campbell to Robert A. Brock of Rich-
mond, July 26, 1876; box 5, Campbell Papers.

4, "Tribute to the Memory of the Late Charles Campbell," & oclip-
ping, undated, from The Petersburg Index; box 7, Campbell Papers.
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Charles Lanmdb, the ®gentle Elia,® and the faot that he was ill-fitted
for reugh contact with the world is shown in his correspendence and in
his journals.’

Charles Campbell's friends were legion, and his personal and busi-
ness contacts brought him in touch with many whose names are known to
us today as men of distinotion and accomplishment. Among the many per-
sonal friends and acquaintences through mutual interest in history wers
Thomas Ritchie, Bishop William Meade, Williasm Mexwell, Thomas H. Wynne,
Hugh Blair Grigsby, Lyman C. Draper,® Henry C. Barnard, Jared Sparks,
Edmund Ruffin, John Esten Cooke, the Reverend William 8, Plummer, snd a
host of others. Bome of these he sided in their historiesl work, and
Campbell's generosity with his Imowledge and data was attestsd by Bis-
hop Meade in his work on the old churches and families of Virginmia.
Campbell's connection with the Alexander family (the Reverend Dr. Alex-
ander's sister had married his uncle, Samuel L. Campbell) was the
source of & grest deal of delightful intercourse with its different mem-
bers. Dr. James M. Alexander was his tutor in Princeton for a short
time and always his appreciative friend.

In the following pages it is the intention of this paper to unfold
the man, Charles Campbell, as he appeared in his private correspondence,
end to reveal the diffioulties, pains of composing, and stages thmgh

5. Sketch of Charles Campbell's 1life in mm@mmw
September 7, 1876, by ngtrt A. Brodk,
6. . ‘ﬁm d“!.;::: d. Cappon, og i :ggmupondmoo Betwsen Charles Camp-
an C. Draper, 184 2y" g%;_l_m and Mary Quarterly,
Third Series, Volume 3, io. 1, Jum‘ry
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whieh he passed in writing his verious works. This scoount is based
slmost entirely on the letters end materiels found in the Campbell
Papers in the Library of the College of William and Mery. These
papers are the collections which Cempbell accumulated throughoui his
11ife and contain hundreds of letters, newspaper and magasine clippings,
a few originsl documents of the Colonisl and Revolutionary periods
in American history, and s number of letters and obituaries of Camp-
bell which members of his family added after his death, The entire
collection 1s divided into ten boxes, and the footnotes in this pa-
per contain referenges only to the box in which the letters cited are
found. It is impertant to note that the majority of Campbell's let-
ters which are cited are rough copies kept by Campbell in his letter
book. Exoeptions are the letters to Jared Sparks, which are found in
the Jared Sparks Papers in the Library of Harvard University, snd the
lettars to members of his family.

Through the kindness of Harvard University Library, mierofilm
coples of the letters from Campbell to Jared Sparks in the years 1839
to 1848 were mede available and have been used for a number of refer

snces in this paper.



Chapter I
THE FORMATIVE PERIOD, 1807-1833

Charles Campbell was born May 1, 1807 at "Porter Hill", Petersburg,
Virginis, to John Wilson Campbell and Mildred Walker Moore Campbell.
Hie father was a native of Rockbridge County, Virginia, snd for many
years he was a prominent book-seller of Petersburg, where the family
hed moved in 1806.1 At one time he was the Fedorsl Collesctor of Cus-
tons for Petersburg. John W. Campbell had been licensed to preach,
but delicste health and extreme natursl diffidence created diffioul-
ties, and thought he could be more useful in a private capnei.ty.g
He was said to have been a man of great intelligence and wide resding,
and hig modest and unobtrusive traits seem to have been inhcriﬁd by
his son Charles. In 1813, John W. Campbell's History of Virginis to
1781 was published at Philadelphia by himself and M. Carey, end this
interest in history must have played a great pert in developing his son's
telents along that line, The father was a student at Washingtem Col~
lege, lLexington, Virginis, and elthough nothing is known of his re-
cord therse, he must have been & hard-working student, to judge by his
later letters to his son, Charles.} Mildred Walker Moore gave to her
son a fine heritage, both in family background and in native intelll-
gence, for she was a granddsughter of Bernard Noore, of 2Chelsea” in

1, Letter from Mildred Moore Casmpbell to Robert A. Brock of Richmond,
dated July 26, 1876; box 5, Campbell Papers.
2. Paper written by Mildred Moore Campbell, undsted; box 5, Campbell

Papers,

me 15101688 TnaTeinore. 1506) . pege i



King William smty, Virginis, mﬂ hin wife, inne Katharins, daughter
of Governor &hmaﬁr Spotswood. ‘Mrs. Campbell, a woman of wit snd
hming, mgh’a in the nmhurx ehnim Lu&uy in the 1840's, an
unasgel aamatim for a mn of ber uekg:mmd in ante-bellum days.é
'ﬂor family m»tim were to pmiét Gharles Mbull with many good
mm:mm.mhurmuumuw;wumm
ﬁergﬂ_u in muhgy and msmy, The Carters of nShiriey® were bis
Vﬂﬁi;‘r*l relstives, and from her iiﬁcr, Hary Fairfax Moore ':xm“,

was desnended the girtoé Helen Keller. Two other children were born
0. the Gampbells, Alexander 8. Campbell and Elisabets Compbell, later
Itra. Meben, the aﬂoetimto %A} ock® and 'Botty' v ﬁwn letters throw
s g‘rnt deel of nm m the characm of their bmthcr.

Charles Cempbell attended the ususl variety of Baglish sehools,

m of t&n at mm&wu, during s tesporary residemce of his fathar'
thtﬂ‘ Far thm yeers he was under the tutorship of his first classi-
ali mehcr, thc Irim. Peter Coske, & graduate of Trinity College,
Dablin, and ®a md scholar tut a erewminod, diuguublo man,* ac-
cording to the words of Mrs. Osmpbell.’ In Jmauary, 1823, Campbell en-
tered the Mphmrc elass of Princeten-the Seliugc of New Jdi';aym
when he was not quite ﬂf‘h«a years of u«,f’ The two yara spent here
wers to- Mézn mrlu with a mw of mmg frimd- and to give him

4 Bdward b- "!lﬁt Gharlep Gampbell, Virginia's ®Qld Nertality*
Sonthern mmhn, ed. by 4. D. Egglesten, no. 5 (Charlottesville,
Va. 1936) page 4.

5. Letter from ¥ildred Noors Campbell to Robert A. Breck, of Richmond,
July 26, 1876; bex 5, Campbell Papers.

6. Letter from Jedn W. Mbon to his son, dated Petersbturg,

Jabuary 12, 1823; box 6, Gampbell Papers.



the foundation for his study of the law. At such en early sge, Camp-
bell neturally felt uncertain and nervous sbout what lay shead of him,
and in one of his journals he wrote:

In preparing for Oollege I was alarmed by an exaggerated notion I
hed taken up of the grandeur of a college the learning of ite' pro-
fessors, the proficiency of its' students & the rigors of its'! dis-
oipline. As the time of my departure drew nesrer 1 became more unessy
I conned over my Homer & looked forward with anxious apprehension....
The first peel of the College bell sounded in my ears like the knell
of doom....For a time I was like Cowper afraid to look above my shoe-
stringe....I felt desclate & slone., Time the great comforter relled on
the sky soon brightened & the periocd passed st College may be remem-
bered as a sort of casis in 1ife....7

During the two yesrs spent at Princeton, Campbell did mot suffer
for want of advice and guidance from his fether and mother, for their
letters to him were full of such things, »8 is natural with parents,
and they furnish asusing and interesting glimpses into the life of the
Cempbells--father, mother, and thelr childrem--during this time. Im
one of the first letters which John W. Campbell wrote to his son, he
cautioned him to take gare snd keep out of bad compeny, end if his
tutors werse not skillful, then he had only to be the more imdustrious
to acguire &s much kmowledge without 1nitmetien a8 others would gain
with 1t.8 The disooursgement Charles folt at first sesmed to cause
'his. father some concera, and in & letter of May 27, 1823, Mr. Canmp-
bell said thet his son's displessure and discouragement were very

nearly what he had expected. "As you do not go there however to cut

7. 8orapboock contsining memoirs, undated; box 1, Campbell Papers.
8. Letter from Jobn ¥. Cempbell to his son, Janusry 12, 1823; box 6,

Campbell Pepers.
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a figure but to sequire what will be useful to yourself thro' life it
is not of much oconsequence whether you are ameng strangers or soguaint-
ences...You may lay 4t down however ss & certain consequence that if
you succeed well in your studies & maintsin & correct & fim moral de-
pertaent you will command the respect & ntul of all whose good epin-
ion 1s worth having...If your sompany is not agreeable to others it is
frequently owing to a want of amisbleness & civility & softasss of man-
ner a tax which we ought 8ll to pay to soeisty if we expeot in retumn
the same tmtunt.'?' The father added that he remembered well when he
went to Washington College thQrc were seversl young men who, on their
n_ﬁtmaq}htu, _‘nz"‘a locked down upon by their fellow students, but be-
fora tha: oxyintim of one seseion the “cub-bears,® as Mr. Campbell:
ocalled them, left far behind their companions who had so -ah}aégo& them,
Oherles Cempbell must have been oriticising his in#imxetqri,.\fof bis
.. :ataoritela;hin 4n eonclusion that he should respeet his tuters _md;ﬁot
" take wp an opinion ageinst their talents sxcept upon the very best

The sutusn of 1823 brought a visit from his father, for ¥r. Cemp-
bell had to go to New York on btusiness and had planned to spend a week
or 8o in New England, taking Charles with him, Whether this weekis
Mp;u taken or not does not appear in the letters, snd Mrs. cupm
decided that 1t would be a bed sessen of the year to bring Oharles to
Petersturg. Bvidently, this was vacation iime. Before this time,

9. Letter from John W. Oampbell to his son, May 27, 1823; bex 5, Oamp-
bell Papers. '



Campbell hed joined the Ameriscan Whig Society,10 a debating club at
Princeton, and his mother wanted to know when he would maeke his first
speech,ll At the end of the session Charles wrote his father he had
spent one hundred and eighty dollars during the session (en smeeing
contrast to college expenses today!) and mentioned a new policy at
Princeton of separating the various scholars, which he thought wnfair,
for, although he had been placed in the first grade, sone good stu-
dents were placed with "desperate scholars” im other srades.m The
year 1823 olosed for Campbell with his mother's recommendation that he
read ®*Watt's on the Mind," for she thought it would please and improve
him,13

Little ooncerning the year 1824 can bs found in the Cempbell Pa-
pers except for October 13, 1824, Campbell wes in Philadelphia, evi-
dently on a visit.l4 His father hed & number of businese scqusintances
in that e¢ity, and he usually recommended that his son go thers to buy
any clothes needed or te buy his beoks.

The next year was to see the cosmpletion of Campbellts course at
Princeton, and evidently it began by beimg a busy time for him, a8 his
mother wrote to him in January that she had not heard from him in some

time, but she was "inclined to put the best comstruction on your silence

10. Catalogue of the Ameriocan ¥hig Society, 1845, Princeton, ¥. J.
(found in box 3, Campbell Papers)}. _

1l. Letter from Mildred Moore Campbell to her semn, August 25, 1823,
box 8, Campbell Papers.

i2. Letter from Charles Campbell to his father dated Princeton, K. J.,
Ssptember 28, 1823, box 6, Campbell Papers.

13. Letter from Mildred Moore Campbell to her son, Lecember 5, 1823;
box 8, Campbell Papers.

14. Letter from Charles Campbell to his father, Octobsr 13, 1824;
box 6, Campbell Papers.




-~thet you are very busy studying!®l5 He must have been toc extrevagsat
in spending money during this time, zlso, for his father commented on
his expeases and corrected him, ending by seying "but experience in 1life
will teach many things that are not learned at eunage"lé Campbell
graduated in September with high honers, and his mother, years later,
said she did mot remember whether he took first homors, but she thought
he did. The clase salutstory wes delivered by him, ix Greek, mo we
kaow that he renked among the first of the graduates.l” Campbell re-
marked in a letter to ean unidentified friend thet their cosmencement
was said to have been superior to sny for some years back. However, and
perhaps this was only modesty speaking, the speakers of his alass ware
gharscterised as "only deoent®, and "Latin and Greek were shamefully
mangled, 18

After Campbell's greaduation he returned to his home in Petersburg,
end his next problem was: what to do with himself? At first, he was
melancholy, and he felt little spirit or energy in entering the cares of
1ife. *I am far from possessing the confidemce of youth so commonly re-
probated by cemsoricus age nor have I such reason to antioipate the

nﬁu of Fortune & dea.s.ghts of yrospcrity. »19 His nighest alm was to

15, Letter from Mildred M. Mbnll o her sen, dated Pelershurg,
Januwary 25, 1825; box 6, Cempbell Papers.

16. Letter frem Jobn ¥, ﬂmpbcll to his son, Patersburg,
September 21, 1825; box 6, (ampbell Pupers.

17. Letter from Mildred M. Bampbcll to Hobert A. Brock, Warrentom,
July 26, 18763 box 5, Campbell Papers.

8. I.ottor from Charles Campbell to » dated Petersturg,
October 10, 1825; box 6, Csapbell Papern.

19. Letter from Charles Gmpban to s dated Petersburg,
October 10, 1825; box 6, Campbell Papars.



snjoy the pleasures of a literary 1ife secure from the sufferings of
poverty and the noise, tumulis and latrigues of public life. This
seemed the most advisable plan. However, he hed no fized opinion om
the subject. He disliked profeseicns most cerdislly, "btut necessity
hag o 1avws.?20  About this seme time & letter free sn unidentified
person speke of how they looked back on their college career, of how
they sometines siretched thm,ol?pt sa their cots in mbor eight; and
laaw at philosophy, mrumxs; thenseives mnd everything else.2
The reseinder of the yesr anez alaut the entirety of 1826 were
m&zt‘&t Petersburg and in various trips about Virgimia. In e disry
of two and a half pages in one of his journals, begimning April, 1826
and snding June 1, 1837, Campbell recorded trips to City Poimt with
Mr. Buffin (probadbly Bdmund Ruffin), & trisl for slander he attended,
‘end & six weeks trip to Charlottesville, Lexington, Natural Bridge and
Hempdem-Sydney. On the latter trip he visited the University of Vir-
ginia (where he heard Bonnycestle and Key lecture} and the home of
Thomes Jefferson at sunset, whiech he desoribed as "magnificent view-.
perfectly enchanted--saw grendsen of Jefferson-—.%<< This diary re-
cords his errival at Winchester about the first of December, and there
he was enrolled in the law sechool of Henry St. George Tucker, whers he
studied until May, 1827. At the time he entered, thers were two huadred

20. Ibid.

21. Pragment of « letter, undated, unsddressed, mo salutationj box 6,
Compbell Papers. | 1

22. Diary of 2§ pages, April, 1826 te June 1, 1827 in Scraplook me. 9j
box 1, Gampbell Papers.



students in the school, and Campbsll's diery memtioss that “Godwin's
books (wers) prevalent &m-ﬁ‘} ) o

One of the uﬁiut ﬁui.ghu nu thc gharacter of Campbsll dur-
ing these years may be found i.n l htwr rwu John H. Les, of Orange
County, Virginia, to: W, am Mbor 26, 1826: "Fron the'
tenora (n&c) of your luttor I perseive your habits of thmkhg and
spesking of the "bagatelles® @f fho ruhimblo world ian not materi-
ally changed since we were mt,ta mm them under th_o clasnic shade
of ald Nasssu...and methinks 1n yours T sos the same unscphisticated
Mdueo&mrm&munonrrudywmu te your
friends--The you express ymmlt now m. a philaso;hor, snd seem to
scorn the fasoinations ef desuty & female ath-m‘*“ Yemale at-
tractions seemed to have been utmzor for Charles than hie friend
thought, forur&yinlmry, 3.327!1'3‘ Mmmuhqrmh
ssk who it wss he was "so near falling in love with.® She uyd he
mid try to Eeep ocut of the way of Oupidis dart ustil he waa at loeast
twenty-one, and then Sthe lady must be pious & good tempersd and her
fanily must not be afflicted with inssnity or scrofula, she must met
be your cousin &o &o &e.‘25 His mother s worrying auélmly, for
Cempbell remsined :m:m:m:ttumnmaw

Before the end of the session, John W, mm:. advised his son
to continue longer than the regular course of hotm-n. s a private

23- m;

24. Letter from Jno. H. Lee to Charles Casmpbell, dated Orange County,
Deasmber 26, 1826; Lee Family Yolder, box 1, Campbell Papers.

25, Letter from NMildred M. Campbell to Charles Campdall, deted Peters-
barg, January 15, 1527; box &, Campbell Papers.



9

student, if he thought it would be greatly to his advantage, for there
wag no good lawysr in Petersburg with whom he oould study. His father
wrote, "I had some sonversstion with Wetkins Leigh when he wes last in
r‘u&m upon the subjest ef Judge Tucker's law school of which he
spoke very highly~~It is probable howevsr that after attaining one
courss you msy be able to finish by close mmug at home without as-
siatance from snyoms.®26 Charles sgreed with his father and dscided

1t would be prefersble to returm to Petersburg. "The Judge has offered
to :zm %o, th: ttw&iu of sny that wish to spend the summer here;
there -m mhuy ho 6 or 8 left. There are so many tfﬁg crowded
zw» this m» that we ma but 1ittle, We are just. 'muhmg the law
J.-cmu&thmwﬂl mkotwtheueumw& the mntiubnndd
itk as gonoral exsatnation.*27 This lstter concluded with sn estimate
of sxpenses for the course. The total of $186.00 was divided inte
$75.00 for tuitiom, ﬁﬂ;ﬁé"i‘ér baoks,. 3’75-60 for board, #6@ for washe
ing snd $20.00 for travelling mns, to which was added sums for
slothes, incidental items and pocket meney. Later in the session, Camp-
bell wrote %o his father ﬁut the Judge's femily bad been sick, but the
umammm wmzan regularly since oourt. P"They are now om the
subject of Nquity much ewsier & more imteresting than those on law...The
mmhmmmtmtmnmtmmymvwdbym

26. Letter frem Johm !. Campbell to am-m Campbell, Petersburg,
hmry 20, 1887; box 5, Campbell Pepers.

Letter from Charles Campbell to his father, dated Winchester,
hhmry 27, 1827; box 5, Ceampbell Papers.
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01282.%28 (Campbell's interest in politios was first shown hers, and
perhaps it was the atmosphere of Henry St. Geerge Tucker's household
which sponsored snd snccursged it, for im this same letter he told
his father he had seen the report of ®your honorsble Jaokson Commit-
tes.® *I am too obstinate to be convinmced even by that erudite &
loglosl production. It seems however you say no more than that you
prefer Jackson to idems., Not thet you think Jeckson preferable to smy
other., I em glad that you have this much modesty left. The hue and
Ory is raised & spread that Jackesen is the sole person that csn ocust
Adans."?9 Campbell wes to change these Federalist-Whig views, and
later he became an ardent membsr of the Demooratic Republican perty.
In the last letter written to him st Winchester, Cempbell's mother
mentioned for the first time, in writing, her interest im her sen's
religicus 1ife, for she hoped that he snd his sister, Betty, had "em-
braced the offer of Balvation and have reconciled yourselves to God
through Our Savior Jesus Christ...That would give me more pleasure than
anything else in the world.®30 QOampbell seems to have beem 2 sincere
and dontfd Christian throughout his early years, btut his motherts
wish for Qu affilistion with the Church was not realised umtil 1859,
when he became s member of the Tabb Street Presbyterisn Church in
Petersturg.

48. Letter from Charles Campbell to his father, dated Winchester,

29, Letter from Charles Campbell to his father, dated Winchesier,
Harch 18, 1827; box 5, Campbell Papers,

30. Letter from Mildred M. Campbell te her son, Petersburg, May 2, 1827;
box 8, Canpbell Papers.



BOLLEGE OF WiiLl AM & MARY

b

Ganpbell returned to Petersburg on June the first, end his diary
recerded his seeing John Quincy Adams in Washimgten onm his way hone.n
2% home, Cherles seems to have continued enough rezdimg in the lzw te
have sscured 5 license to practice, for his mother wrote Robert A.
Brock of Richmond, after her som's death, that *he was licensed to
plead Law--he rented an office got law booke and we had high hopes
that he would be an eminent lawyer tut Such was nmot the will of Ced.*>2
Just at vhat time Campbell Lecame a licensed lawyer, or where his of-
fice was loocated, we do not kmow, but in a letter of Beptember 21, 1828,
1o his mother, who was then visiting at New Haven, Conmecticut, Csmp-
bell s2id he would like to meet her in Princetom &t commencement, but

he gould searcely raise mouey encugh to take him te his court, much
less there. "I am 80 sleepy-headed & as good-for-nothing as ever. is
ususl making resolutions every night & breaking them everyday. I begin
to fear thst my indolence is Butirely incorrigible,”>3 he wrote, and
he also asked his mother to send to the boockstore of Bliss and White in
How York for the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth numbers of Nalte
Brun's Geography.

The Virginia Constitutional Convention met in Richmond im October,
1829, and Campbell was drawm to it naturally, through his interest in

law and in the cutstending Virginians who were delegates. In later years

3. Diary in Scrapbook number 9, box 1, Campbell Papers.
32. Letter from Hildred M. Campbell to Bobert A. Brock, dated Warren-
ten, Feuguier Gounty, July 26, 1876; box 5, Csmpbell Papers.

33. Letter from Charles e-»mi to his mother, Pstersburg,
September 21, 1828; box 8, Campbell Papers.



he wrote & sketch of this oconvention in which he told of his seeing
some of the eminent mem there and stated that he attended the meetings
bimself for two weeks. At one of the sessions he was found prestrate
at the door of the convention hall, He was taken up and bled, and the
next dsy he went heme nervous and misersble im body and in mind. PFrom
that time he gave up his law ;mmtiu\, shut up his office and never
weat back.3é

Campbell's family did all they could for him in the way of medi-
cel aid and loving care. mﬂly, tkuy desided to send bim te White
Sulphur Springs, Virginia, to take the nt.ou and rest as much as m
could. Evideatly, he set out on this trip in August, 1830, for in that
meath he wrote te his sother from Lexingten, Virginia, that ke had
‘uot suffered much from fatigue, and at times e thought he was bene-
fitted by the journsy. He deseribed his opinicus ae varying with his
feelings--sonstines m;aino and cheerful then despondent and despeir-
ing., For the first time he mentioned a peouliar headache which was to
haunt him the rest of his days and eventuslly to cause him to lose his
mind. This he desoribed as a peculiar irritstion of the nerves of the
head and & tiekling or orackling sensation in the head, which had been
rather slight, sud ones or twics he had been entirely free of it. He
was unable to travel slone, but he hoped to make scme sort of arrsgge-
ssuts at the Springs. Evideatly he was travelling by horsedack, for
his horse m.hmc lame and his progn‘n tovard White mwmr had

2. Lo‘bm from Hildvred ¥, mmx to Robert A, Brook, Jaly 26, 1876;
bex 5, Campball Papers.
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been delayed semewhat.3> When he resched the Sprimgs he wrote that his
health had continued very wretched and fluctuating end that his suffer-
ings in body and mind he could never describe, He continued;

To detail & repeat my distresses anxieties & fears is uselese--I am
now staying at a house 3 miles from the springs....l have been advised
to take the waters here moderately--& have drunk a few glasses a day,

3 er 4--it affeots my hesd in a very strange manner.,..I think I have
discovered that my stste is very much in some respects sg it wés when

I went to Halstead--~& I sm astonished to think that I heve entirely
neglected his remedy....I wish ell my law books sold Except—~Tuockers!
Lectures--which were presented to me by the Judge....36

The state of his distressed mind was revealed somewhat in the nature of
his handwriting, for in this letter it was poor and careless, in con-
trast to his usually orderly and regular type of writing.

The trip to the Springs seemed to do Campbell no good, and hie
mother wrote in 1876, "We heard of & person who could cure him. I took
him myself but he was only better for a Short time--he grew worse & worse.
At length Dr. Robertsom adviged his father to Send him to some Asylum his
father Sent him & in & year he returned well.®37

The next two years Campbell spent in resting and in concentrstion
on restoring his health, and the information to be found on his life dur-
ing this period is very meager. In 1831 he was unrecovered, svidently,
for, in a2 letter to John W. Campbell, Henry 8t. George Tucker wrote of

his deep regret at hearing the sccount of the heslth of bis "highly

35. Letter from Charles Cempbell to his mother, Lexington, August 25, 1830;
box 8, Campbell Papers,

36. Letter from Charles Campbell to ___ (his father?), dated Near White
Sulphur Springs, September 6, (1830); box 5, Campbell Papers.

37. Letter from Mildred M. Campbell to Robert A. Brock, July 26, 1876;
bex 5, Campbell Papers.
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estesmed young friend, your son Charles...If he will come to Winchester
I shall be happy if he will make =y houss his home, & I promise him in~
stead of & courss of law—a ocourse of Exercise-and that mot fatiguing.
Exercise to the point of fitigue is as perniciocus es the werst diet,38
Twe years lster Mr. Tusker wrote again to Charles' fauw, T hed the
pleasure to receive your letter this morning ua lezrn wi.th nry sin-
-gere gratifieation the restoration ,o;' my young m«em te hi_,a
former heslth. I regret that he will m'hiz’} i&:ﬁuﬁcu, though, 1t
As mhbh & life of more bodily mti,ruy nay Mt his better. 5 4 m:u
therefore hasten to commmicate your & hu richos to Mr. l. kbm
with whoa I have the pleasure of t ﬂlizht ummm,..: beg you to
muMytommd unmauazmmuumm
Tucker and myself have always takea in his mm and prosperity,*??
It was in the lstter part of 1833, pom”, wt Oharles Campbell
discovered by chance the Bland manuscripts desling with the period of
the American Revolution, when he was at City Point, Virginta. In the
intreduction to The Kland Pagpers, published im Petersturg in 1840, Camp-
bell tald how he chanced te overhear a comversation batwesn the landlord
of & tavera st Uity Peint snd a gentlemas of the melghborbood, in which
they mentioned that thers wers some old menusoripts of Colonel Theo-
doriek Bland, Jr., at *Cawsous® nesrby. When Campbell inquired, he
found that "Cawsons” was emly & short distance fream Ciiy Point, so he

38. Letter frem Henry Bt. George Tucker to Jobn W. Campbell (Winchester,
Virginis, 1831); box 4, Caspbell Papers.

39. Letter from Heury 8t. Qeorge Tucker to Jehn W, Campbell, dated
Woodberry, Ssptember 29, 1833; bex 4, Usmpbell Papers.
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walked there. Whaen he told the lady of the house of his entiguarisa
interests, she brought dows s bundle of letters of Reveluticmary wor-
thies from the interstices of the caves of the poroh, where they were
azicly pigeonboled. The shortness of time allowsd his merTely i¢ glance
xjt this parcel, shen a little mulatte Loy, key in hand, condusted him.
to & small, new cuthouse in oms corner of the yard. Inside was & o~
pacious wooden chest full teo the bris of papers lying topsy-tarvy.

One of the first he ssw was a letter frem General Washingten, dated at
Cambridge, Mossaolusetts. Many of the letiers were mouse-nibbled,
rat-eiten, stained, torn snd faded. He had time to examinme only a few
of them, It is easy to ploture Campbellls delight and execitement over
th1d wonderful dissovery and to imagine his dismay when the stage hern
sounded, and he had to leave "Cawsons®. He wrote further, in the im-
troduction that shortly afterwards he left Virgiaia for a few years,
‘80 he was not able to realises his desire to inspect these papers lei-
surely at that time, &t the begimning of the next yesr, Gampbell
started his varied travels, which took him away from home and Virginis
until the latter part of 1837, except for one short visit. He must
have thought often of those papers he had left bshimd. It was seven
yesrs befors he was able to publish the memuseripts in the form he

wanted,



Chapter 11
THE SEARCH JOR HEALTH AND W (1834-1837)

. Gampbellls main maerﬁ," m, wes o ﬁnd sone sort of stable ‘
,‘ nylmut snd semething suitable to his ucmmd to his sducationsl
background., In one of Eit letter 'fcldirl, wadated, he Jotted dowm hils
(_ww and feelings, which reveslsd a good deal of the imner mem:
.Itmnmtnrythathcmam into Dm sort of tusiness, hem,
'mé, alw his imlinatim was w-nr& ls.ttmry mﬁ.u. " sedentary

& 1ite of resding and writing would not wuft his health. After seme

mrs of uﬁn 1ife, if s hn&%u and dmhxm nﬁa Joatity :t.t., .
. ha uight Yassay soms 1itersry business.® a» Wt 4t wae best for

| V’h&‘*%awth-#mﬁwrw&*if&cwﬁdpﬁtm«. for 1n

P, 3 ﬁmt way be would avoid many dlmbla uncuum and Mlnu
Titim, and the sotive life mm besefit his ovmstitutien, 1t s
trus he did mot know much mst anmnrmg, bat he hed the aamum'

:f{fl&f . M, sound education. Bhould the ﬁmtim prove dinguuﬁu
. f"'.’ta his, ufm & yesr or s8¢ he mla move to some other work or try some

'e»ﬁm mode of 1ife. If the msm. should fail, at least he would have
the ummm of having done what he ocould, As & guide to his deal~

e 'hp with mmcuu rm« u:‘kori, ha mt remenber te maintain a

' }ﬁumnt and csutious reserve of mr, snd he muat avold as far as

pmm all references to hu personal mnm, axcept those of -s'
Mifromt Mcm 1

1. Paper fomnd in Mbon'u htm tmm, “bex 7, Campbell Papers.
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Gampbell found & plasce surveying for the censtruction of the
Portsmouth sad Roanoke Railroad, evideatly through the assistance ef
Otway B. Barrand, a preminent oitisen of Horfolk and most likely a
friend of Campbell's father.? “’th;o new duties were those of s "redman®,
or assistant to one of the surveyors. That Campbell took his new jod
seriously was shown by five pam of notes, 1in one of his serapbooks,
entitled *Enginsering-Railroads,” under which he reccrded & "Formuls
for laying off Ditches,” s "Table square Measure® and osuntless other
odds and euds of information:om the subject.’ On Junusry 4, 1834, he
was at Ballard's farm in Bouthampton ”ﬂmty nesr Buffelk, Virgisias,
when he wrote to his sister, Betty, thet he was in fair heslth, asd
he had received letters from home and from H. Barnard and Dr. Les of
Hartford.4 His later correspondence with Hemry Barsard, of Hartford
end New Haven, Gonnesticut, gave mich wsaful Meﬁnﬁa o2 his writ-
ing nmvm.i, end the friendship hetwsem the twe lasted many years.
When or bow Campbell met the prominent educater is mot shown in the
sorresposidence Oampbell loft behind hu. later in Japuary, Cempbell
s 7 hum st Jerusalem in Mthm Covnty, where he appeared te
be well-satisfied with his esployment sud in good health. His family
worried, however, that he would suffer frem being exposed so much,
perhaps far from any shelter, sud they had heard that the smallpex had
breken eut near :m.# |

2. Letter frem Gampbell to Otway B. hrmé of W; dated Poters-
urg, Desember 19, 1836; box 8, Campbell Papers.

3. 8orepbeok number .9, bex 1, Cempbell Papars.

4. Letter from Campdell to his sister, Betty, dated Ballard's farm,
Southampton OCommty, Jamuary 4, 18343 box 8, Campbell Papers.

5. Letter from Jobm W. Campbell to his son, dated Pebruary 26, 1834
box 5, Campbell Papers.



During this time, Campbell's first knowa printed comtribution
appesared in April, 1834 in Edmund Ruffin's now magezine, The Farmer's
Register, under the title of "Marl on Rottoway River.® This was in
the form of a letter, dated "Railroad, Southampton, Va., Fedb, )6th,
1834." He enclesed to the editor a specimen of marl he had found om
the bank of the Nottoway, near Savage's farm, a week or two before,
and finished the letter by saying, "During the last month I bave had
the pleasure of wading near half the time in swamps--frequently whils
frosen over. However, it was no great matter, vhen my boots had hales
encugh in them to draw off the water."™® This letter seemed to sst
the wheels in metion, for Bdwamd Riffin wrote in NMarch to Campbell,
I wish you would put in force your motien of writing something for
the F. R. 2 review of Oberlin, appliceble selely to his engineering
& economical labors & showing the powerful imfluence that the mind &
energy of one poor man had, would be interesting & useful, & suitadble
to your present pursuits, as well as nine, N7, Mffin urged Campbell
to write about his trevels, for he could make knewn to people some
naturel features of the United States which hed net been told before
in print. He recommended especislly sn artiocle op the Dismal m.s

Oampbell contributed a mumber of sketches to The Furmer's Begister

6. Yarmer's Register, Volume 1, page 70l: number 11, April, 1834,
Thile this letter was not signed by Campbell, it hes been identified
by Dr. Barl Gregg Swem in his analysis of ocontributions and contritm.

ters to The Farmer's Register in Volume 11, Bulletin of the ¥irginis

State .
7. Letter from Edmmd Ruffin to Charles Campbell, dated Petersburg,
. March 13, 1834; box 8, Cempbell Papers.
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over & period of ten years or so. That he was most interested in the
magasine was shown by his letters to his femily asking them to send
him cepies while he was living in Alabame and Tennessee. Hembers of
the Ruffin family were close friends of the Campbells, and Edmund Ruf-
fin gave ocnstant emocursgement te Charles' talent for writing.
Porhaps it was mere brotherly pride which caused "Aleck® Sampbell
to write in April to his brother, "I expect you have become a pretty
good engineer as you have been aset over s devissioa of the rvad al-
ready....Pa is afraid that place will be umhealthy im the summer if so
you can take s trip with (us) if we sheuld 3.49 ' Campbell was in the
mood te? jkhg trip by that time, for he was incressingly dissatisfied
with his m. and it was not leng before he gave it up zltogether.
He wrote to & cousin im Nerth Cerclina that the country he was in was
very dreary and secluded from all that was sgreesble to him and that
he was involved in all that was repulsive and odicus. He was convinced
that ocoupation slone ocould elleviate the oppressed mind. He teld her
he was not sure how soon he would abandon his railroad liife, thus dis-
appointing the sxpectations of his stability and purpose snd displaying
& now evidends of indecision and imbecility. He thought the source of
bis dndecision was & nervous disesss, "the most painful & the most in-
veterate known to mankiad.*l0 Indeoisien, instability snd dissatis~
faction with his mode of life wers to haumt Cempbell until he settled

9. Letter from Alex. 8., Campdell to his brother, April 4, 1834} bex 5,
Gampbell Papers.

10. bLetter from Charles Campbell, Isle of Wight County, Va., to his
m&n’ Lavinia ‘cmc.t.r" of w.igh, K. en’ lpril 7’ 13353 box ‘,
Campbell Papers.
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m in Petersburg in the latter part of 1837. %m_m. that time, he
uou 49 have been driven, by'so:m:: force he did mot understand, te move
from place to place in sesrch of a hulﬂy which ideally suited hims deo-
mands. Perbaps this fault im charscter s doubly bad in & mman of
Mtyam, tut the nature of Cempbellis affliction and the state of
‘his heslth seens to have beea respomsible for some of this.

Campbell left the Portsmouth snd Roanoke Hailrosd end went back te
Petersburg, where he turned min te writing. In the May musber of The
w Bagistexr, his lrtuh»lottor, "The Tormads,® was printed. This
was daw May 10, 1&34 at lhtmmg mé cim& vo.*, The usual signe-
‘ture of Campbell's articles was "a. o.,® bt oceasionally he signed his
a1 neme. This yartiwlir'fiﬁieit," or letter, desoribed the whirlwind
" &t Petersburg. It went ﬁtrthor than & mere desoription of the effects
of the wind by quoting tm & wymmw data on whirlwinds and weter-
spouts. The ﬁyd.mdin Mm uud was aﬁdmtly ¥alte Brun'ts
‘ tat he meptioned wx« m on tho causes of tornadoss, end

nt the cnd er t.hc irtialu ho gave hia «utharuy for his observaticus:
vel. E»MW 11 r.mm this was the Halte Brum he had
asked his uthtr to er-dor i‘m New York for hiu ia 1828. Cempbell
mnd, st an mly M. his pmmity for olting mthcr&tin for the
u:arity of things he mu. Not nll historians ami writers of his
period were &s mmsh m««mu a8 Caspbell. About this same time
MD. Wt of contributing w the a«ﬂy«uuhluhcd Southern

11. Paxmer's Bagister, velume 1, page '763: fumber 12, lny.,léu-
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Literery Messsnger iu Richmend, and in answer to & letier of Camplell's,
Thomas ¥, White, the editer, wrote that ke would be glad te receive ot
tributions from mmrha snd publish those found worthy of inserﬁag in |
the Mesgeager. In mtamu 0 wmt, !r. lhﬁso wrete that it was
customary to mwmwwmp, Mthiduutﬂtmmm
1t would be.)2 m&ymm'mmmw the need of momsy as
u&lubyhix mtmmm&:m.

 Oae of the cutstanding mosents in Genpbeli's 1ife came whem he left
Virgiats nmtorwxwaWofmﬁommeth
mﬁfhﬁﬁz aaaamwmmtgmemsm matm;m
umgmmmmmm e wrote from on bosrd the “Horuet
ot ses®, August 7, ta his sister, Betty, that he bad become tired of
Riehoond while he e meg feor his nhi.p to leave, so he had walked
te "Auptaill® far & Mt. On ﬁwmy st one ololeck he had gone &~
‘beard shiy, and at the time of his ﬁzm they m.rr the svest of
New Jersey and expocted to reach New York the followiug mernisg. Frea
Bew York @ity he plauned to go to Albany, Buffsle end to the “Falls of
Niagsre®, then by stesnmer scross Lake Erie to Detroit, where he would
take the stage to Chiosge. He had hed s toush of seasickmess, tut the
voysge hed been & pleasant m, for they were very Wnimbie aboard
snd *the watochwerd is 'vive la dagatelle!, I have dubded seversl of
thtnrm th-ymmby the nases o¢f Counodore ——aX-euperer«-Don

12, lLetter tm Thomas ¥, ‘White to Campbell, Richmond, July 17, 133&:

Gorrespondense with editors of Seqthern Literary Nessenger folder;
ox 1, mn Papers.
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Miguel the grand musician & I sa le Docteur--for having administered
2 pills to the exz-emperors-imperisl ocnsort.*l3 He wemt on to say that
travelling was the best medicine for him, snd he helieved that if he
hed stayed in Virginia he would have grown mach worse in health *&
should bave been disturbed by a grest many imaginsticas--which I hope
80w to leave behind me,® Whem Csmpbell next wrote to Betty (who was at
Princeten visiting NMary Rios, the daughter of the Reversad B. H, Rice)
from Buffale, New York, on August 15, he eupacted to leave the next day
by steanbost for Detroit, whers he arrived dugust 17.14 It is imterest.
ing to note the dates of Gempbeli's letters for the tine it took him fe
travel from place to plase. Desides the pisture of the comditions mé
tunl during the 1830's, W‘m letters, nmg ahw.o m::@—
tions of the places and pecple he sav, mow furmish us with a eelerful,
graphis view of the times in which he lived.
'A% Detroit, he baped to mest with perscms lecking for & cottlement

i T1linefs, "And if I should mot—on sscount of my hesd-sche or other
o mma-.-w in I1linois-.I may turn te Misseuri--Where sre msny Vir-
gisiens—or to Temnesses if Mr. Henley thinks that adviseable."l5 mme
ur. Ba;lty he mentioned was irthur Haselrigg Hnlcy, husband of kie
mother's mm, Bveline Moore, who lived at "Chota® plantaticn in Bast
" Tounenses. Wmm&mm‘hﬂ, ud&uhcmﬁh

13. Letter to nmy Oampbell, .mut 7, 1834; bex a. Mbon

£ 1hke Letter to Betty Gempbell from Puffale, ¥. Y., August 15, mz.;

box 8, Gampbell Papers.
35, Letter te Betty Campbell from Detroit, Michigmn, Mugust 17, 1834;

box 8, Cawpbell Papers.
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his mother frem La Porte, Indisns, on the 22nd, he was within seventy
niles of Chioage. He had been waiting two days for the stage, whieh
Tan oaly once a wesk. "The somntry for & day & a half after leaving
Detroit i a wilderness of woods & very lflat, & the road the werst
possible, After that, the rosd & face of the coumtry improve; until
ene emters a charaing opeu-prairie oountry thinly wooded.®16 e
prairie resesbled his ides of the view of a uobleman's park and grounds
in Bagland, with its gentle slopes, open glades and clumps of trees.
"It looks like sa old cewstry cleared kusdreds of years age.*17 His
intentions were to by a small farm at §1.25 an aere or perhaps to set-
tle on new 1amds and obtain a presmption titls. If he oould mot lecate
‘there, he might *fall back on Bust Tennessee and set up school® mear
Mr. Henley's. His preference was a frse state; not because he liked
the msnners of the people but becsuse he abhorred the imstitatien of
slavery. When he resched Spriagfield, Illinois, he estimated he would
beve travelled nesrly twe thousand miles at a total expense of seventy-
five or eighty dollars.1®

The settlers travel for the most part in spring & fall--& there are
now very few on this route--I sheuld not sommend this “eircultous- -
tortucous mesndering route®. The direct route by Cincimmati is prefer-
abls for convenienoy--& expedition & is at lesst as cheap--if not more
80, Howsver it is something to have seen the country I have pessed

‘thretgh....I think of walking out to-day to ses the doer-prairie--
which 1s said to be a ourious sight—an aveae ludiag from one mirio

16. Letter te Mildred M. Campbell from La Porte, Indisna, August 22, 1834;
~ bex 8, Campdell Papers.
37. Ikia. )

box &, Cawpbell Papers.



into another--locking like s door & hence oslled--by the French-
prairie de ls ports....19

Before he reached his sunt's home in Blount County, East Temnessee, on
Ssptenber 19, Gampdbell had ssen Chicago, Springfield, Illimois, and
Louisville, Kentuoky, and his mind was stored with a rich fund of mate-
rials, on which he wes to drew for many of his later writiags.

Sempbell realised he must settle down to some way of msking a liv-
ing, but he wavered from one thing to another and sought edvies from Nr.
Henley, his family, and friends. He seemed to be unable to make his om
decisions, and his mother wrote that he had better try emgineering, in
whigh he had had experience, uatil he made enough momey to buy e farm,
Sbut what would you do with a farm ploughing & hoeing are right hard
work.*%0 However, Campbell agreed with Mr. Henley to stay with him snd
uuhuly his childrea at first, with a moderate ocompensation. If
other scholars could be found, then the school would be enlarged.?d To
his brother, Campbell wrote;

1 am you see at last ¢ Country schoolmaster on a small soale--with
somewhere between 5 & 6 scholars. A4ll which ss you must perceive is
perfectly sublimel ,

I an quite contented--the position iz romsntie--wild--sequestered--
& I find here my desideratus-~quiet, seclusion obsourity.... if these
should not charm away the "maladie nerveuse" why them you know I cen
write a novel which will be fulfiliing am old threat.... I expeot o

scooupeny our Cousin Elisabeth--te-morrew--(Ssturday-~parsdise of
schoolmssters & secholars! ) to clover-hill dale as field-—or p:hias

19. Letter to Betty Campbell, La Porte, Indisna, August 23, 1834s box 8,
Campbell Papers.

20. Letter from Nildred M. Campbell to Gharles, September 17, 1834
box Q’ Campbell Papers.

21. Letter from Campbell te his mother, "Chota®, September 20, 18343
box 8, Campbell Papers.
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I forget whisch--mhere resideth cur Cousin Ssrsh.... ¥r. Henley at my
suggestion would like to enquire the price &c of the cottenseed oil
machine or hulling machine--. how much the patent for the use of one
individual will cost--as he thinks somewhat of tryimg the Experiment
out here....22

The prevalent urge of the 1830's te move te newsr snd richer
western lends had taken hold of John W. Campbell, too, for he wrote
his son, Charles, that he felt a strong inalimation to move to Illimeis,
Mt he intended at lesst to visit that state, if he could convemiently
aceomplish it. He had no doubt that the Southwest, particularly Mise-
isaippl, offered far grester inducements to those whose only ebject was
to make money, but he did not think he would like that country on many
acoounts. °®I was in hopes you could have made sn arrsngesent with Mr.
Snith & Joined him on the Railrosd—the' I sannot but feel glad that
for the present, you have found a resting place for the sole of your
foot 1n so agressble e family."?} Aleck sdded s postscript to his
father's letter to sey that Mr. Buffin would print Oharles' "Review of
Oberlin® in the November issue of The Farmer's Ragister.

At what time this review was written is not kmowmn, tut mest likely
Campbell wrote it while he was travelling in the West, befors he resched
*Chota®. The "Review of the Memoirs of John Frederic Oberlin, Pastor of
Waldbach, in the Ban De La Booche"24 ‘was most readable, imteresting and
well-written, Osmpbell quoted freely from the Memoirs to illustrste his
;ututnts aad eﬁnim; ,and the entire artisle mnd with sn sase and

22, Letter from Mou to his brathcr, ®*Alock®, *Chota®, September,
1834; box 4, Osmpbell Papers.
23. Letter froam John ¥. Campbell to his som, October 2, 1834; box 5,

Canpbell Papers.
24. Farser's Bagister, volume 2, mumber 6: November, 1834} pages 370-374.
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gl 414 not remsin long at "Ohota™, for ke
Mnummwmsmm temporarily to “Herd Times™,
mmimmerm mother's brother, Dr, Spotswood Moors, in
Hlount County, Tednesses.™® e was mxious fer fear his mother womd
muhumnnermunwnsmtmrm bt the truth
mmwamm»smmuwﬁmant.wum
‘degided 0 nove on to Alabums wheve his Eeller nlngm lived, BHe :
lefs by stage for Tuseusbis, Alabema, on November 26, and in a fragment
w:umumuni-mnmanssmsmw
mmn:nmn.m»mz

MWQ»AM*MH.&WW»MM
ridgo » Cumberland Nountain - Crossed in might elome - reiny « dark -
mmmmmm-nmmu;
an prefty girl et tavern asne travelled day apd night rough

« very 0014 = alone ~ entered Alabum ,
W&u woods«Hon$8v1lle ewae MWWWMQM‘
plase « well buils houses ~ ploturesdes .« | Bunday stening « Belipse «
PPIsNE seee SOMPYilie ~ 2 days - uaﬁm ix stage thenoe next
;mmmmwma.m

emuamummumnwgmmam
of his smmt, Xlisa Noore .“__gfaw-sunw,mmum
Fairfex Moore Kellers® munﬁmmmmmm
Wetherby, Prestyterian minizter st Tussusbia, Who eucoursged hin to
_m,m\np;mnmgmmnaw. ¥y, Watherty wrote
hmm,mmmwmmmumwu

> N .
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several Somerville meychontds who Syeded in that city and Oharles seat
alditional 18s¥s of books by them when they wen$ north to buy thelr
goods, 58

Gampdell must have besn a good teacher fyom $he-beginning, for
ko took his duties conssientiously end stidied cerefully the. warious
systems of teaching in nse during the 1830 Nis jourmals were filled
with notes on how o present certain subjects %0 a 6lass, with sxercises
in Boglish, mathematios, and geography, snd mﬁm yoges of tests
in ‘miah the stullents supplied fhe nesessary werds for blenk speces im
given M’kmﬂ; The m‘b ploture of this first Qwaatm of his
“atadexy was given in & letter %0 his mm, Alecky

tmmmmtnusmufmmiecimma%mam
flagellem or fewula ~ 40 whioh I have %0 reply in the affirmtive -,
There ave 31 ~ atbaghed to the school -~ and at a rough guess » I ,
should sey I have used the Apparatus afureseid adout a dosen times «
and I bave suspended two, cne for a wesk - the other for 10-duydesss
awmmmm~mutmacmunatmnﬁamm
muoh stouter Yhan I -4 I have a olass in Ceesar ~ B in mumber ¢ in°
“¥ivd Rosa 8 - fn Virgil 8, We have vead part of Hist, Tesr. The ]
Catalinsrian Wep in Sullust - Dart of Vivi Roma - fivet book of Casser «
19t Aenid of Virgil '~ Greek and Latin Grammer.,., Pesd Grisshews U.Btatese
Write daily ~ asl spell « compositions woekly '« & spsak evaryisy and
aﬁtmﬂww*:mihﬁrmhm&stuunub m»ﬁam
hor « have stulied & greater purd of Woodlridg Gomnenon
yoviow to-moryow - etaminstion and mmzem ﬁn ET) mmuﬁa
nwmxmmetm mmmv&umea:mm

:mmuxsmamnwuwmaxamw
proprietor « printer -~ and carrier - and the soholars Contriduters -
xmummn.mm%~mwmmmu
amsed at 1% and 1418 in groat demand, o,

nmmwnnnwmmmum,mm

S b_; -

wrote Mt his 1fterary wmriﬁw had beom mm m

sa. httm 40 John lt, ﬁmpban from s«m-u.ue on mrah 6 ana ¥arch 89,
1835; box B, Campbell Papers,
84, mmeeumeum‘hm wax,:asagwa.ammmm..



m,@mmmwmmxr:mmbsrmmmnm
folt Itke writing "desoription, sentiment or anything else®,d’ At
She snd of his session {n June he hoped Banard would come 0 e
him, although he would find him & "melanscholy fellow affiicted with
noadaches 8¢ in sbunianee.38

Johm Wy Gamphell S1113 hed Bis aye fixed on the West, end he wrged
wmwmummmxm.uwuw
he mrmca Tlineds, but he was undaoldcd whetber he would move ot

© Campbel) wrote his nmumumwmummm
mafo in Alsbemm then in Virginie, but jvices were alse higher in the
newer state, "Nre Keller geve sbous $20 « an acre and that is perbaps
an average price of good land DeWeess The population 18 wisesllancous
{many Virginions-) shrewier anf better informed I think then in lowsr
Virginlaeees Ny aversien to slavery is fixed - but it presents itself i
nuunfmhmuinﬂw-"aﬁ

When the seassion of tho acefemy onded in July, Campbell went to
“Glensoe™ %0 spend his vacation of one month, and he ocoupied hiz time
10 visite with relatives who lived nesrby, in demoing and in attending
retty girle at various yarties, Some of the young ledies "set their
caps” for him, but he sesmed $6 think $¢ his business "to make love
%0 all the Yenkes teachers” ¥ Cumpbell was happy and comsented at

m Letter to Henry Baxperd, Febyusyy ¥, 1835; box 1, Comphell Papers.

. %‘wmsmnw»mma‘m&mmnﬁn
fyom Oharies Campbell %o his father, February 14, 1838; Box 8, Canpball

Papars.
40. Serapbook no. 14, pages 3«€P: “fhe Life of liss lavinia Maria Moore",
by *Cel."$ box 3, Oanpbell Papers.
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*Glensoe”, which bo desoribed to his mother 88 a deautiful plantations
MWeMmamnopajmtntmmuamm
mmmmumummmmmm»mmmu
Wmmum mmuummmmm
Virginie, he thought, ¥ith "eats yellew in stesks cotton snd some the
#oil 15 evidenily newer « fresher and more groductive then in Vae,*8-
mm&,mwmmmmuw,mmu
mmmxtﬂam (she Mmmmmmmtv
{Mmmmmummmmmmcmm
mmm«waammzmmmmfm-nm
aamm.umu-mw,mmmmwmmm
fmm.ﬂmnmmﬂwmmuﬁomw
soholaye, He mm h uumtw the nwim of Mo ummt,
’mummcwuﬂmmormm-mmmtmmﬂ Those
wome trying times for (empl :*,_imhefmmm‘«aimmma
+he fivet one, and he mamm more dmmm. *The sehool wes
ﬂMuM&uIW»MﬁNMuMWﬁM:&n:*
mzmmwmmqﬂmmwmmimm

41, mwm wm'ﬂw,mn.m;ma.
Campbell Puperhe

4%, Seraybook n0. 14, Pages Ies9: *The 1ife of Mies Lavinia Maria
Hoore”, by "CuCe®) bOX 5, Camphell Papirss

L wwwmwmw.mn.mmm%
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the culy $leve of wrising which Cangball succesded in having
mﬂhﬂn&nmmwncmumm *Sereps Fyom

M"“ nmmwmmmmmam
prices ourrent thers in 1705, snd 1ists of Indien werde taken "primeipally
from the al4 histories of Siith, Beverley end 251th",%% Thove was ne
attempt to modd thess uotes into a eomtimuous narvative or & palished
pleos of writing, for they ware simply verious oids ant ands,
hrmmmmmmwmww Pridently b
ma&mwmmumm,mnmummmm

wes waiting for s MeditSande” from home suffiofent 40 engble

89t 1nto some sort of business again, Wwﬁmpwﬂuﬂmm
Wt ny health i8 not good end I heve 1o very cleay muzpsse in view g4
mﬁ;uﬂ»m«mmmﬁmﬁﬁimuﬂxﬁﬁﬁmkﬁu&wt
mmuﬂawmmuamhmhwmwm"w
A8 40 yetuming to Va - zmmmﬁumaxmm*wmu
Noatwad hol*? Por the tine heing Cosphel Wdeﬂﬁ
mmmuumamwnuummmnmtm
mMmumummaummm

in the Tomes Revolwsion 1n & letter bif wivte to Ms Tathers

The news of Houstou's vidsory and aaphize of Sta Anna wea reseived
&aMﬂﬁuﬂW»th Joie Bus. Jbout a forinight

R -lr- ipuﬁ " pp) gfiinin W : b ——

yher w!m 3, no !, m. 1635: pege 438,




sinee I cbuerved a oromd in the strests and found it wes pocasioned
by the arrivel of two young volunteers from Texes - who had escaped
ne of then sooved o be o fomes stulest of Kie 8t SHMTYIIL0 o
who hed quit 8chool to go to Texas « his name 13 Brackesss

For six wesks Oampbell taupht in a school fm Tuseumbia, and 1%
bes not besn possible to identify this school &r £imd eut sny infermae
tion other then & 1ist of the books used there.$9 Hs wrote nis sister,
hﬂa, that e gave uyih:a s¢hoo) becwuse it was unfavoretles to his
heelth, and he was.imoccupled, ‘with mm_hetter_to 4o than "$inker
up” sn old rifle for squirrel hnntmg- "My unsettled life and m&:
yrospeats are suffisiently unpleasant ~ but with so freil & tsbornacle
of clay as mine « what better fortuns oan I expest? If I could have
sontinued teashing here I tma,mbabif have sucteelesd Mr, Feathexby
40 his school here - as ke is to taka charge of a famale sshool the
nexy seasion end there is 1o ather mele teachar hares Pul sehoolekeeping
‘end the hosdache are two of tho Rost ineompetible Shings in the world "™
o ménau.cwpaum perturbed over his son's insvedility, ad he
Wﬁdunlntw that Charles t¥y to find mﬁmtmazm
a publiention 1tke The Southayn ] vy Moass
Ms ¥ecommented that it bo a literery paper exeaps from palitics end

8, Lavtar 0 Jobn ¥, Oempbell mmw, My 21, 1836; dox 5,

PeTSs .

% Tiie 1ist inoluded: "Juvenile Mw. Peter Parley's Seogrezhy,
Flesging Oompenion, Grimsher's Histe Us States, Elair's Rhetovick,.
Ahﬂdmt ~y latin Opesmay, Aane®, Walker's Dicticmary, Comstooks
¥at, Fhilosophy, Claerc's mt&m, GM Testament, Spelling book,

Bibvle, Smith's Gramusr, mcm* MMW’

box 1 Ceampbell Papars,

letier $0 Betty Campbell from *Glemsce', Jume 17, 1836; box 8,

‘Camipbell Peperry

f*ﬂi
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nows, He was glad t0 know that Campbell had written several hundred
peges of mamuscript in the pest fow monthe, end he thought it would

b well for his son to yrepare ammag:fcr the press., 1t was his

fdea thet fiotiom would pay best of ell, and s he was in mmm
with the tm0 largest publishere inm the United States (he 4id not mentien
their names), he gould be of great halp $0 Charles in publishing whate
ever he wrote, '

The Scuthern literary Messenger, ownod and edited at this time by
Thomas ¥, White, printed Campbell's f£irst contridution to 1t ia May of
that yoar 58 This was "Yhe Preirie", signed with “0,0.", a signature
‘which beosms & most familiar symbol 0 raedeps of the Mpssgnger and of
Soe Fepmap's Register, "The Frairie” was e delightfully.written,
smoothly-flowing articls in & romantie &tyle, and Cempdell's cholee of
vords, particulsrly sdjeatives, wes most pleasing. He told eof his
trevels in the peninsula of Michigan and through the prairies of Indiena
and Illinois, which answerad his ccuception of lewns, parks and pleasure
grounds in Kagland, Those were almost the identical words he hod used
in a letter to his mother while hs was twavelling {n that section of Sh
country in 1834, He went on 0 desoribe, in tuis artials, the lekes,
woolls, snimals snd flowers of the prmirie, where *Each flowar, leaf, and:
blefle of gress, and green twig glistens with pendulous {iemonds of dem,*

:m

8. Lotts;e from .Tcim Ve daupboll, Z\mo 17, 1856; m 5, Campbell Papers.
58» Ihe Southern lLitevery Nessenger, volume %, %o. 8, May, 1384,
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Campbell had not forgotten the Bland manuscrlpte whioh he hed
found st "Cawsons® in 1833, and in a letter to his mother ne asked her
$0 tell Mr, Ruffin thers were s number of "old Dr. Bland's ¥55* at
John Meade's near City Point, "letters of Genl Washington - Jeffersom
&0 « which he ought to publish under title of Bland Papors or have
Tubliszhed in the Lit, Hessensez."% To Bimand Ruffin he sent another
eriidle for The Farmor's Register, "The West", =lich was signed "C.

Campbeli, Glocncos, Alabama, April 4, 1838,"°% In this pfoce, he divided
his remarks into a dizoussion of sgriculture in the West, in whieh he
described the processes and @ifficulties of clearing & western plantation
for planting, and emigreation to the West, ‘The latter heeding included

the obstacles of pioneer life, the current of amigration, end the ‘:peapli!;g
of the wvalley of the Mississippi.

After several months spent at "Glenaoe", Cherles decided 0 retum
home to Virginia, for his health had not improved, and he believed he
eould not meke a success of tcachings The most revesling chronicle of
this period was a memoir, written in one of his journals, in which ke
described mimitely the events ani inner conflicts he suffered from the
time of his loaving "Glencos" to the death of his first wife, He had
pot heard for some time from his Henley eousins in Tennessee, and s he
wes very fond of one of them, he decided to visit them defore he returmed
to Virginia. "Ah what happiness and what ‘.uism I would heve missed hed -
I chosen another route”®®, he wrote, evidently some years later. Mo

835, letter to Mildred ¥, Campbell from "Gléncoe", February 13, 1836;
box 8, Cempbell Tsparces ‘

5S4, r's Register, vol, 4, noe 1, May, 1836, pagos 43«43,

68, re in one of the journels, box 6, Campbell Papers.
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mnmwmmwnm:. utlm&mm
Mmﬁmwtﬂhwmﬁkmmnmuyuuam¢
mmnm&:m&.,mgumunulhmmm partly
12 u wagon =nd lasily ca feot,*30 mmwaanmmaeramwy
"anmwymmm:mwkmnmumw,m
e bad tha Plossure of eatahing several ginpees of the mi.w*a &mghw,
“who wae quite pretiy and ox heivess,*>’ He later same $o0 kuow the
squire end his demghter rasher well, After leaving here, he wes struck
with the beanty of the mounteins, the "river: * _sovered with fine
arops of gom - mmwmsﬁmmuwm~w&m
unﬁthaimm.mﬁﬁxmetwsmnwmwm end. shrubs
wd vizes end flowers."™® As he appoached his aunt's house he imegined
how be would surprise his ccusine, "whe socn ull ¢sme 0 welgoms mej I
was aovered with Sust = My beed long and scwe of them seid I looked 1ike
& Sailomnboy returned home arter o voyuge.*>?

Aftar some weeks, hig Aunt hed e quilving matoh, and two young
ledies from the plentetion aoross dhe river, one of whos he had Soen O
yoars before, were theve. "During $he (uilting wesk I beoame cepiveted
with her beauty and loveliness. I was gonstently at her side « and.

ygnhoatksrmarthcwna”w It was not long befors

bedl:sokel her to marry him, and she assenteds “The day @mtr

sp—

gg: '.-as in one of the jounals, dax 5, Campbell Fapers,



aldysssed hor formally - I was with her half the dasy « she appeared
in a homespun dress. Sho mgreed o Marry me and I sot content with a
simple agaent, made hor repeat tho éng'agamnt snd renew the pledge =
over and over sgoin - perhaps twenty times."S! The young lady wes
Elvira Collewey, =n orphsn of amn;m or eighteen, who lived at the
family homs with hor brother, Thomas, az.d sister, Lucinde,

When Canpbell wrote his mother of hiz approaching marriage, he wes
not partisularly flatiering in his description of Klvire as, "she stoops
& 1itile - retherish good looking than otherwise - worth § I dou't
know exactly how many, In sll other particulars not remerkable - a
homeayun little woman plain ae a pikestefT with no particular fault except
that she thinkse me & pretty alever - fellew which you know is a grand
mistake," 52 Campbell's sioter, Betty, wrote. in return, "You are such an
odd fish thet I begen to think you would never marry - I have & great
suriosity to see your cholce - but as I said this afternoon, if my dear
Cherlie's wife wes as ugly as mud end as oross as X that stile I would
love her for his sake,"85 They were married in a privete wedding on
September 13th, and the mext day thoy Started on their trip to Virginia,
The journey to Petevsburg took sevon days, and {% was an unplessent one
with "Crowded stages, loss of slesp, hot days - chilly nighte in the
mountaing bed roads untill we reschod 0id Virginia and then slonds of
dust ~.4ll this was bad enough, and after so rough & sail we were very

6ls Ibid. v

62+ letter to thdred Ko Campbell from "Chota", August 23, 1836; box 8,
Qampbell Papers,

63 Letter from Betity Campbell, September 1, 18363 box 8, Campbell Fopers,



willing to come o anchor heve."04

Fras Petersburg, Campbell wrote to Heury Bernard $hat he expeeted
o spend the winter in Potewsburg, bus beyond that he hed no plans at
thet time, In this letter he %014 Gf his recent marriage:r ™At .
wﬁ& ‘-Mvé neat among the mowntéing - I ﬂeo;umo, myeelf a wife from
smong the daughters of thoss Cemaanitué « which seid wife is now
scatel neross that 18 $0 Sey bn the Other side of the table st which
I s writing - steeldily Rlying her needle and maver dreeming that
she 18 the subjecs of By pens"S9 His health was 1o moh better, he
wrote, and he hed not been in good drin for writing, "but being naturelly
of that tum ssd having no other rescurce ogainst melancholy = although
Ao remody aggravated the tendency that way ~ I have written a good
“deal toat is for ne » some part of which with u Yauity oomwon to
mg mon I am disposed to m‘lun.“m howsver without the sdvice of "'}
one or two friends,"86 Ho hed not decifed ebout printing his work,
but 1f ha should go nopth on sush en exrend he wented to meet ¥y,
Barnard epd subject the affair to Mis erittcisms ™he NSS is in the
hands af By father who is fer from being sanguine im favor of bookw
meking - having tried it himself."®7 Iater, Campbell wrote to Bewnard
that he had sbendoned the idea of going o New York o have somsthing
grinted, but he hoped %0 meat his friend sometime during the wintez.$®

64 Ietter from Campbell to Arthur H. Honley of “Chota”, duted
Petersturg, Cotober 25, 18363 box 5, Campbell Faperss
65s. letter t0 Eomry Bawnaxd from Petersburg, September £6, 1836; bex 1,
“.cmpmx Papers. ‘
& . P
6% %gzdi

68, letiter to Henry Beynard, Kovember 8, 18368; dbox 1, Campbell Papers,
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Porhaps the memusovipt Compbel) mantioned fm this letter wes the
exbryo of his Intvoduotion $o Jo the History of the Colomy snd Anoiemt
Dominton of Virginie, published in 1847, or 1% may have besn the
nenusoript of a nove) found among his papers, shich was written in @
highiy vomentic, amateurish style, and never printed as fer as we
know ,

Now thet he was marriedy it was impirative more than ever that
‘Camgbell settle down end lesd & stable 1ifs, and his stay in Petarsburg
sosmad to be filled with endless letter writing conserning prospests
for pleces of employments ™I Munm a8 an Apporticement of the

Estate (Klvira's father's estate) can be made, 10 take & tour through
“soms perts of the West « perhaps ihe Western distriet = ur Tllinos
or Mlescuri, t0 solect a home, If I should settle in a State North
otthoahiovitvm:ldhmaasaryxmpﬁsam sell the whale of -
Kvira®s property - but 1f not « 1t would be mwam %0 koep cne
tract of land and the W““ Another letter wes concerned with
hie fdea of buying the patens for the wﬂm&d—oﬂw&im for
Tennessesy "I still think it & capital enterprise for Mm 10 |
omberk into, but the subjeot is ettsndod with same dfffioulties.””
These were patent difrioulties. A ¥, Plumer bed the patemt right

10 the machipe of ali the Mmim cottonegrowing tmimry in the
Uniom, and Campbell wanted to buy the patent for Tennessee, ZIvideatly,

69 letter to Artimy He Henley {one of the executoye of Elvire's

. fether's oatate), October 25, 18363 box B, Cumpbell Fepers.

70, Letter to Otwny Bs Berrend of Norfolk, dated Potereburg, December 19,
1836; box 8, Campbell Fapere.
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Campbell dropped this scheme becmuse it demanded too wuch capital
investment for in later letters he 434 not mention this subject
againe

Tho Roveramd W. Se Flumssr, friend of the Campbell family and
Presbytorian ministar, who had left his Church in Petersburg for one
in Richmond, geve Charles as much help e8 he cculd in the way of
recommondations to prospsotive employers. He wrote to Campbell in
December of that year that he haf uttended to the matter (?) Chexles
hed asked him to etvend o, and the result would be found in Mre Wnite's
letter,’d Evidently, this was Thomas W, White, editor end publisher of
The Southeyn Literary Nessengew in Richmond, for lr. Flummer advised
Campbell not t0 send any piece on which he hed not idoma his best., He
mgt have bean trying to establish himself as a regular contributor to
the Messenger, which ho succeeded in doing the next yesre In ome of
Cempbell's Scrapbooks, under the heading "Sent ge the Mensenger Deor,
20th 1836", was found a list of thirty-five srticles Campbell wrote,
amnd twentmevep of these werc printed evmtuallyan

Campbell wrote egain for Ths Farmer?s Register, =nd this time 1t
was "Mode of Ixamctly Repmscmtiﬁa leaves'", written at Patmburg;
November 28, 1836, end published in Jamueyy, 18357, It was in the form.
of a letter to the editor, in which he referred 0 the introductory
pers of "Mrs, Lincoln's Boteny", where he found & recipe for taking

the impressioms of leavess He described the process and then referred

7ie lotter from the Rev. W, S. Flummer, December 13, 1838; box 8,
Qanpbell Papers, : ,
72, Screpbook mumber 9, box 1, Cempbell Papers.
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%0 sxpsriments of his o with printer's ink in meking lmpressions,’ >
It seems that Campbell wes interested in almost all subjects, and
tiis article is addisional JEeof of the bresdth of his interests snd
the flaxibility of his =ind,

The year 1637 wes $0 prove & mosh eventful one for Cempbell iw
the way Of perecmal tragedy sud finelly in the finding ef:& Sresting
place for the sole of his food", as his father had so aptly phresed
1% two yeare before. Charles and his wife oftea discussed theiz pleas
for 1ifs, and they oould not deside whethar she should remain in
Petersburg until he locatsd a home, whether they should settle in .
Tenussses, Alabama or Missouri or whether they should go to the Ohio
countyy. Campbell wanted Xivire to gt¢y in Virginia, Wt when the
ﬂummmze;mmﬁfmm, &l would mo% cousent to be
left behind,”* Trey retuned to Towmasess in Fedruery, trevelling
day emd night over the mountains, They w-m e greet deal from |
the aold end tzevolled over wretehed roods {n orule mmil sarts with-
out springs and paked full of trusks end meil Pegs, When they errived
inBleunt County, they went to live with Thouss Callawey, Elvire's
trother, in the fwanily home, Botty vabs'il wrote to Charles after his
retumm, e were glad to hear thet the jolting 414 nod put en end %o
your littie wifoeses The last pan ‘of your journsy must have been very
unpleasant - but as it was o&ly & day or two, it mattered not,"70

3. e mmgms.;mx.w. yages B31-838,

Vs Lye in one of the jourmsls, box 5, Osmpbell Fapews.

75+ Letter from Betty Jampbell, FPebrumxy (27, 1837 ?); bex 8, Cempbell
Pepers, :
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Campbell oseupied himself with reeding or writing and sometimes
gaxdenings He hed plenned a ooursze of reading for Elvire, beginning
with several hs.amm& she had read while thaey were in Virginia,
and ber latest book was < hiatory of Greece, on which he examined Ler
aftor thelr work was done. Campbsll pecorded in ome of his journals
how he sometimes whilod eway tiso with & very good sccordion whiak
his mother had given bis wife.’® Mildred Campbell wrote her son 0
play his Uncle Spotawood (Dre spotmwauuem of "Hard Times®, Bloun$
Oounty) some smweet tunes cn the m@é&io&, anc she wondered how the
acecrdion had survived the long, jolting trip, "but I don't suppose
you have much time now for things 1ike thate*’?

Thomes Uallsway and Cpmpball talked e great deal of going o
Wesouri together, and at ome time they hed definitely decided to go,
but the plans had ﬁo be dhanged at the 1u8% minute, A negro of
Callaway's was eeeidmtally 8hot at e horse vese in the neighborhood,
and theres was great exeitement among the family relabives, some of whom
were rather rough and unecuth, it seems, The whole thing was revolting.
%0 Campbell, and av lang'_k_h 1% steighed on his mind with wnpleasent
resultss It distressed his wife to hear him expross so vehemsntly
his Aisgust for the seenes he had witneszed and the "wretehed sort of
peopda” with whom he was thrown in contasts He Baid he eoculd not
stand 1t eny lomger and he would go to. his aunt's homa, “Chote". Before

7C, HMemoi¥s in cne of ths journals} box 5, Campbell Paperts
77. Letter from Mildred ¥. Campbell to her son, April 7, 1837; box 8,
Canpbell Fapereg.
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he bed wooled off” from this affeir, there wes a guarrel between him
end Thomes Onllawey and Artbur Henley, his ymoele, exaecutors of Klivira's
father's estate, Gsapbell thought he ‘haﬂ besa treated badly, and
bitter words passed betwoen him and Callaways "I am naturally pesaionate-
long 111 health hus heightened the nepvous irritability tensfold « in
8 word my brain is l14iXe a handful of gunpowder - 1t explodes at a
spark - end for this reeson I sought retirement, seclusion, pedoe »
I wished to eseape sxcitemente™ o

He and Elvire left Cellaway's house and settled in o misersble
log cebin not far away, . Campbell resurded in his jourmal that the
day thoy moved was one of the most painful im his 1ifes’® The lemd
belonged to Elvira amd wes part of the "Toqua” traet of 1,284 saves «
‘the Gazlaway.mpaﬁy, Campbell hod been offersd earlier two m
dollars for Elyiza's part of the treot (642 acves), but he hod twrmed
down the offer beonuss he had thought of tmil&ixsg_ log houses and
sottling theres® The plucs whers thoy moved wee loomted on & samll
creek and meemsd to be poorly r;mm for farnings The privations they
endured wers doubly hamd for Elvire, and soon thay found a betber
location, whero thoy had & family of negrees 40 help thems 'We live
in a couple of log eabins (hut one of them hod no £loor yet) which I
put up on & hill sbout & § mile frum the riverj.es At present we live
in the most primitive style immginable, finding groat diffiouliy in

8¢ lemolrs in one of the journmale; box §; Camphall Paperae

79 Idid, ; | }

0, mr to #ildred M, Campbell from her son, Maweh, 1837; bdox 8,
Compbell Papers,
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yrocuring the bare neosssaries of life - having e family of eleven
{negro alaves) and of them only one working hamd - the other being
hired out for the year,"9l

In April, Canpbell'c first major contributicn to The Southern
Iiteyary Messenger, "The Tuckahoe Colony of Virginie®, wes printet,58
Ho made & mugber of ingorreot statements in this mrtiale, which he
later had to defend from oriticiame He said that in 1605 Captein John
Smith osme %0 Virginis snd remained there thres- years. Alse, he -
placed the year 150R a8 the date of C settlemont of French Hoguenots
in South Carclinm, Otherwiss, "The Tuckehoe Colony of Hmﬁia# was
en accurate, wellwwritten plece, Osptain John Bmith, he thought,
“writes 1ike a soldierj his style ia rough, umocuth, confused; but us
an authentic record of facts, this quaint work {8 of very high velue™,
Fo used Robert Beverloy's history of Virginila as = basis for some of
his statements, "end Jefferson gbseyves that Bevariey is es mugh too
goneise and unsatisfactory es Btith 18 prolix und dull.ese Hening's
Statutes at large, the Pundest of Virginia, is & mine of historieal
moteriale” ¥ Canneated with tris article were some notes on
"Janeatown, ¥illiamaburg end Yorktown", and the "Conventien Virginie
{of 182941830)".5% Tneae were simply notes on the places he hed seen,.
snd thay were not wover together or orgeanised. He mentioned that BORS

of the books in the Lidrary of the Gellage of William end Mary had :

&, letter %0 Aleck Campball from "Toqua®, July 29, 1837; box O,
Camphell Papars, ,
82, S ' Litersry MeSsenger, volume 3, April, 1837, pages 23538,

84, Williem snd Mary Querterly, volume 81, series 1, pages 136137,
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been donated by Governoy Spotswoods In speaking of the Virginia
Convention of 1682941830, he statad thet he had attanded the debatos

of this body a foptnight, in the Capital at Rishucad, and he geve the
nemes snd personsl desoriptions of some of ihe distinguished men of tha
Gonvon*ions

To Thomas W, Whité, Campbell wrote in June that the last issue of
the ﬁe@sam‘ xr contained the first mumber of the papaexrc he had sent,
whieh with the vanity of & young writor I wes pleased to seat&
Eowever, in mrinting, peragruphs were made of sentences whioch wexe
not intended to stend slonme, and Campbell Shought this resulted from
hiz not having beer in the habit of writing for the presss He hoped
his friend, Mr, Flummer, would take the trouble to divide the paresraphs
of the remaining pleces, Befors he left Virginia, he hed prepared »-
$he order in whieh he wanted the articles published, but, due to the
panner in which they were writtem, 1t might be inconvenient for the
Messanger to follew that order.

Campbell still hed in mird o trip to. desouri, and ecaerlier in the
year he had written to his dousin, William Campbell, of St Charles,
Missouri, end {0 a former c‘iﬁjizant"or Patarsbturg, Tiomas Batie of
Naylor's Store, 11; the ssme }_é@at@» Camphbell wanted to movs to Lissouwd
in the aoming fall, ani Thomas Batia wrote thet he was hesitant aboud -

edvising anyeno in sush a moves

85e lLotier to Thomas We White of Richmond, Va., from "Toqua”, Honroe
Qeunty, Tast Tomnosses, June 12, 18373 bdox X, Campbell Paperss
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If you move this fall I would edvise you to start by the let of
September ~ at least « if you intend comeing by lends The Spring
is the best time to make the trip by werter, I do net thiuk you
‘oan nske a very guod setilemont heré on land purchased at govornment
prise.ses The price you vill heve te give will be soms whare hetween
$3¢ and §10s por 80T0 = cose TOUr friends emigrating from RockBridee
Oounty Va, have had amongot them sonsideredble mortality whilst my
family af between 30 or 40 have exverienced but one death in nearly
8 years tholugh) we lived in the same neighborhood seess.Coma when you
will I would sdvise Q“ vo viait a situation end take time and mearch
out @ satﬁlmntu&;

en July 1'?, 1&3’7, at “"Togqua'*, Kvira Gmpwl gave Dirth o & m,
whom ‘they named Cullawey Conpbells® Childwbed fover set in, and,
Mwulnasaofwwumk.muﬂmmtmmmw ™he |
pathetic letter Caupbell wrote 0 his mother desorided Avira's suffere
ing snd his dcep grief:

The ztay and jor and solece of my 1ife 1s pone snﬁ I em laft lonely:
and desolate in tho-world - with a peor little babe who is igmoweng of
his loss-, My heart fs full of anguish and bitterness « and I ¢an
nevor ceese t0 lament apd mourn over, my irreparable loss. Thé ohild
T have given up to Elvira's younger gletey $0 take ouTs Ofwqses
The propsrty - 9 negroea all valuable azmd the trect of land with m
things - worth in good times from 8 to 10 thousand follars I dntemd
t0 make ovar to the ohild - »etaining for myself only a smxll sum of
moneY.ess I could add & thouserd things about my dear departed wife
and my distreszed situation but it is peedless, agg is gone - and now
neither woxds, nor tears afford me any reliofeess

:

Qeﬁapbm falt thet uis pusines: and vipisnce of vemper in causing
the break with Thomas Calleway hed subjected Elvire t0 undue and mxuu
hardships, for if they hod remained in tie family home she could have

> ‘ *

86, Letter from Thomas Datte to Campbell, Mareh 1T, 183‘7, ‘box 8,
Qenpbell Paperss

89, a%tzﬁ gpgxm Compbell frof #i# vrotner, July 29, 1837} bex B,

88, letter to Mildred M. Cempbell, August 11, 1837; bex 8, Campbell
?&P‘“b
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had better care during her pregnancy and after the birth of her som,

His pelf-yoproach now was bitter, and at times he thought he could

never forget it, His family in Potersburg were grieved, und Aleck
Canpbell, now a student at }?ﬂmqwn, wrote ‘ma father, "I am afveld

that thie distressing event will have a vory injurious offect upan
Oharles! health - is feelings are 8o tundery, his mind so easily affeoted 89

Oallaway Campbell was left in the care of Klvire's sister and

vrother, tud his father decided $o return to Virginias A m sonths
"l“intt‘r. meoll regretted tuking this steps He mta toa sousing inm
¥orth Carolina, "Tue property 1 (soquird?).by nufrm; -aenveyed to .

the child and (it i» now in?) the hands of his mother's brother, uw e
with his sister, in retum, set up a clainm to keep my Mumtnwhm
My friends disapprove of my dispesition of the property and .I regret
that I 414 not leave my child with Aunt Evolina - but I ylelded ramw@ ’
than mam:a;"w He intended %o go to ’ﬁaﬂnasaae 2nd Rot h‘ﬁ son, 1am,
and when he did go, the Calleways put up such resistance that he had $o
appeal to the justice of the fourt., XIven then, it waa a herd fight

before he reguined custody of the child.

B9+ letter from Almk 3; Campbell to John ¥. Capmphell, sammnr (l&sﬂg
box 5, Gampbell Papers.

80, letter to Mra, Iavinia McFhooters Brown of Raleigh, North Carolina,
dated Fmﬂmg, Oatober 16, 183'2; box 4, Ceupbell Fepers,



Ghapter IIX
THE BLAND PAPER3 AND OTHER WORKS (1837-1845)

Ween he wns in Petersburg again, Canpbell tried desperately te
find wxmut, He still wented to u.ut sone nrt of literary peper,
and he wrote to his sousin, Williss W, is Miesouri, for advige
o m possibilities of such & paper in the West. William Campbell

As to your ides of undertaking the publication of a literary paper
I can give you no opinion. Buch pudblications osumet be advantagesusly
sustained in the West, The maintensnce of a literary paper requires 8
large population of sfflinent perssas who have considerable letsmre,
ﬁamm“wumwrﬂmumuﬁm%ﬁothermef
Alterature, Suoh is not the sharmoter of the pesple of the west....
¥o literary peper of any kind has been suscdéssfully established west
of Cinoinnattl, ﬁd even thers I mma t&w ham Bet basn lucrative....d

" The aitustion Mu& aimopt hayaltsa to ﬁwbﬁl, and this s tgw-
gmmm by his physionl oonditiom., He wrm to his oousin, Levinia
cPhesters .Bms "Ry health ‘has a0t besn eood for some years—I still
labor under a hesdache whioch I expect to scoompeny me to the end of
‘Life & whioh while 1t does not confine me, yet tends to wafit me fer
action & embitter my mind with melsncholy-=... I (sie) any case yeu have
my dear cousin a source of coufert & support in religiom, which I have
1ived long enough o kmow 1s the enly prep that can sustain us in the
mmma of m..‘*ﬂ

1. Latter from !ﬂliu w of It. Mrlu, Hissouri, Septembder 27,
1837; box 4, OGaapbell Papers.

2. Letier to Mra, Lavinia MoPheeters Brown of Raleigh, Nerth Carelinas,
dated Petersburg, Gotober 16, 1837; box 4, Campbell Pepers.
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Early in Jenusry of 1838, Campbell resuzmed aoqueintence by letter
with Thomes H. Williamson, whom he hed knowr vhen they both were work-
ing on the comstruetion of the Portsmouth snd Roancke Railroed. P¥illiam.
son was now one of those employed by the Jsmes River and Xanawha Canal
Company in extending the oansl from Richmond to Lymchburg, which was so~
complished by 1840.3 Campbell had sritten to Williamson when he returned
to Petersburg from Tennessee, and, from the information Williamsen had
given him on the work in which he wes engsged on the canal, Campbell had
ebandoned his earlier ldea of applying for a place there. Ho~revsr, some
of hie friends in Fetersbturg had expressed a willingness to ebtain a
place for him with the Canal Company, and he was at a loss for an answer
to give them. He agreed with ¥illianmson that work oa a railroad would
suit his detter, but, from what he could learn, that line of employment
was "overdone®™ at that time. "My pretensions in Engineering you kaow
are vary small--snd ay principal reason for wishing to embark in'it, is
that an active life of that sort would be conducive to my health."s If
he entersd this saployment, he would want it understood that he intended
to learn the business "from the ground up" without any elaim to previcus
knowlsdge. If he oould do this, he would be satisfied. He asked William-

son's advice as to what part of the canal work would suit him best snd
what would be the nature of his duties. *In truth--I am prompted to

3. Yirginjs, » Ouide to the Old Dominjon, oceapiled by the Federsl Writers'
Progran of the Works Project Administration, page 92 (Hew York, Oxford

University Press, 1940).
4. Letier to T. H. Willienson from Petersburg, Jasuary 6, 1838; box 4,

Campbell Papers.
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these enguiries nmot by inclination, but by a sensze of neceasity & duty
—=for you kuow I do not think Bangineering my forte—-and have neither
“the hope nor the ambitican to become distinguished in that line. I am
here with much headache & nothing to do--which are the two worst things
in the world."5 Thomas Willismson snswersd that he wouid be glad to
help Osmpbell in sny way he could, but he hed no aogmaintance nor in-
flusnce with the president of the ocompany, Nr. Jessph O, Cabell.6 vhe
people up this way, have a Silly way of discriminating a mans true
merits, whish I never heard of down in Soutasmptoa Isle of Wight &o &c."7
He thought that if Campbell were to spply st once there was a chance
that he might get a place in the party that was to survey the rsilroad
part of the improvement, and "it gode over the mountains pusses nesr
the Springs and will be in & very healthy part of our state.'® He had
heard that Mr. Cabell did not want to inerease his company, 28 it was
alveedy large, but if Campbell could get some influemtial man of stand-
ing to speak for him, he was sure ir. Cabell would be wenderfully gemer-
ous.’ *Ieur duties on the canal as Rodman would be the ssme ss those

5. Letter to T. H. Williamson from Petersburg, Jemuary 6, 1838; box 4,
Sampbell Fapers.

6. Joaeph Carrington Cabell, ecalled "the father of the James River and
Kenawha Canal®, was one of the original incorperators of the reor-

gsnised company in 1835 and its president from 1835 to 1846: Virginia
volure £9, page 26l. For & com-

‘Magasipe of History sud Riegraphy,
plete history of the cenal and its antecedents, see Weyland Mller
Dansway: History of the James river snd Ksnswha Company (New York,
Columbias University, 1922).

7. Letter to Campbell from Thes. H, Williamson, Westhem, Jemmary 17, 1838;
box 4, Cumpbell Papers.

8. Ibid.



you attended on the Portsmouth road®, Williaason informed him 9
Bvidently, Campbell had no desire to return to this sort of em-
pleyment, for he 4id not ask sany further aid from Williamson, He wrote

to Aleck at Princeton that he had beem thinking of werkinz =a an engi-
nesr on a small, oocntesptidle scale. "Fhat an employment for s philose-

pher!®10 He was still "laborionsly ocoupied dolng nothing—ocomparsd
with whioch mauling rails, grubbing or studying zathematios is mere
¢hild's play."ll fTheir father had been nmominated for the office of
Fedsral Collector of Cuatoms in Patersbtursg, and, if he sacossded in get-

ting the place, the fanily would be fortunste, for it was worth about

one thousand dollars a year. Mr. Campbell did get this position, and 1t
wag a godsend for mriés, as he took a olerkship in the offise for a

numbsr of years, In this same 1sttar, Campbell wrote of his losing the
manugcript of "The Life of Miss Lavinia Yaria Moore®, but he was en-
This later appsared in The Somthern

In oonnection with

BOLLESE OF WiLLian g agy -

gaged in writing another version.

Literary Meggensar for May, 1840, as *Ellen Dale”.
that geriodical, Campbell remarked, "White'!s duncery is inmense as ap-

pears frem the long suppreseion of ny vsluabdie documents-~his period of
incubetion in longer than any amentioned in the bocks of ornithology.®l?
However, beginning in Jamuery of 1838, Mr. %hite started priating

in The Southern Literary Messeuger the articles whioh Crmpbell had sent
Letter to t‘f}mpbell from Thoe. H. wmm, Westham, Janvary 17,

9.
1838; dex 4, Cempbell Papers.
m. Lottor to Alea& Osmpbell, Petersburg, Jammary 23, 1838; box 5,

., .
12. Ibid.




him on December 20, 1836. Beveral groups of sketches were printed
under the title of "The Copy~-Book," and the last number for 1838 ap-
mm in Ootober.)3 *The chyh!m no. IV® included an interesting
sketch, "3 Bssay,® which pertained to learning, study, books snd phi-
- dosophy in m:tian to ﬁu oducation of men, Host of the others were
sketches of the mtem dour Campbell had taken in 1834, comments on
members of his family ("My Cousin Bob® (Tom Moore)), and his interest
in family histery {'&ogoelogy‘). They were all arranged im the order
in which Campbell _M& his tour from Virgiais to the North and West,
_t.q,}‘mnn«,f Alabams, and back to Petersburg. They were fairly well-
organised in theught, but they were not exsmples of Campbell's best
writing.
He contriduted, toe, to The Hew Yorker, s literary magasine oa
the order of The Southern Literary Messenger. Aleok Campbell wrote
to his brother in June of 1838 that he had seem the article, "Robert

13. mmmm volume 4: "The Copy-Book

nusber I," pages 25-28, inecluded: "The Dismal Swanp,® "Leke Drum-
mond,” *The Tour,* "The Voyage," "The Hudson,® *Cansl,® "Falls of

ﬁi&m,' %4 Medley,* "The Prairies," 'Yariaty,' "Indiens,® “in
Iaveritory,® "Hotoh-Pot,” "Holves,® and “Sundries.® Copybook mum-
ber two, pages 331-232, dealt with "The Bald Mountain,” "A Planta-
tion in Alsbams® ("Glencos”), snd *The So0il." Number three,
pages 383, included "The Population of the West," and "The Village
in the West® (Bomerville). A1l ef these were signed "C. C. Peters-
barg, Virginia,® except "The Copy-Book ne. IV,” pages 654-655,
which was "By 0., G swnnswd, of Petersburg, Va." The last-named
covered the titles "My &waain Bob," "Warwick," "0id Dunmore,"
"Genealogy," "Harewood,® and *An Kassy."
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Bale,” which The New Yorker had printed.14 Aleck commented on the
fact that there seemed to be a misteke in the last sectien of the
first plece, and he oriticized Campbell's quoting from the life of
Robert Hale without mentioming 1t. The next month Campbell wrote
that he had sent The New Jorker ansther article which was autobio-
“graphical, and he mentioned that he had received tne copy of this
periodical which contained his review of mg Travels.l5 Be-
sides his writing activities, during thin time Mhall gave lec-

tures on various mbjoau s and, in Decsmber, tho Petersburg Lyem
invited him te deliver before its members one or more lectures on
any sppropriate subjest at any time cenvenient to ‘hin, 16
Canpbell's experience in writing and his dealinge rith’ aditors

were -Mg repidly. Perbaps it was his contacts tith Thomas .
White, of Ihe Southern Literary Megsenger, who had fni}.oé to pm’c
and arrvange his articles in the form he wanted, that csused him to
write in cme of his journsls:

Authors & Editors niiiod by a false notion of dignity are apt to
exclude from their narrations the very things thet we want to know,

It is better to intermingle with matters of a publio grave & digni-
fied nature those minor domestick perscnal details whiech are ususlly

14. Letter from Aleck Campbell, June 1838; box 6, Campbell Papers.

It has not been possible to find the volumes of The New Yorker
which contained Campdell's articles or to identify his works in
the volumes which were available. Many pages are miseing from
the volumes which the Library of the College of Williem and Mary
has in its sollection.

15. Letter to Aleck Campbell, July 1, 1838; box 5, Campbell Papers.

16. Letter from Edeund Ruffin snd Joseph D. White, Petersburg, December
29, 1838; box 1, Campbell Papers. Rdsmund Ruffin was president of the
Petersburg Lyeceus, and Joseph D. White was its secretary.
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enitted as too trivial and insignificant but which give those minute
touches which are so necessary to complete the pioturs....l7

The yeur 1839 bmg& widespread and growing recognition of Camp-
bell's talents as & writer., The Southern [iterary Messenger published
‘a pumber of his articles, some of which were good, and some, mere
"Fillars,® ®The Oopy-Book -~ no. V," which smroa in the February
1ssue, covered the topios, *The New World,® "Deformities of Great Man,®
"Patriok E«;ry' (rmi&&aaﬁgew of a dsughter of the patriot), "Hypo-
'éhmdria',' "Diet &¢," end "Burton.” The last of these referred to Bur-
ton's w of Melanchaly, so Campbell stated. Ome of the most imter-
esting of the oopybocks was number six, which introduced "The Buffale
Balting," a personal reminiscence: "When I was a small boy at schoel,
under a teacher who predominated over us with a most despotic rod, we
one day heard that a buffalo hed oome to town, end was going to have &
most grand battle-royal with a whole parcel of bull—dega."ls This was
one of the best-written and best-organised of Campbell's eontributicams
up to this time, and The New Yorker slso printed it.19 In the Jume
issue of the Mespenger, "Copy-Book no. VII® contained a letter of 1781
from Colonel John Benister deseribing the entry into Petersburg of the
British under Generals Arnold and Phillips. In a prefstory remark,
Campbell said this letter was copled from the originel end had never
before been printed.?0 It was one of the letters found in the Bland

1’?. Sorapbuok mumber 9, box 1, Campbell Papers.
18. Tbe Southern Literary Mesgenger, volume 5, 1839, pages 328-330.

19. The New forker, volume 7, page 136,
20. The Bouthern Literary Messenger, volume 5, 1839, pages 406-407.
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menusoripts, and he printed seversl others from that ccllection before
he edited The Bland Papers in 1840. "The Copy-Book -- no. VIII® in-
cluded “Atoms,® which were various and sundry maxims.2t Several pieces,
of a paregraph in length, were celled "Life," "Hints," and 'Iacidmts.'zz
BCeremony, Experience and Life® sppearsd in August. Campbell noted
that a certain degree of ceremony had to be kept up even between near
relatives and intimste friends.23

The two most outstanding productions of Cempbell’s pen which ap-
peared in the Messenger in 1339 were "Rejoinder to a 'Reply to the Tucke-
hee Coleny of Virginis' ® and ®The History of Virginia, Dedicated to Mrs.
M. B. C. of 8., Charles City County, Virginia."25 fThe first-named was
an snswer to a oriticism of his "The Tuckahoe Colony of Virginia,® which
had appeared in 1837, He wondered why his critic had waited two years
to pick out the flaws in his articie. He admitted the mistakes in the
date of Captain John Smith's voyage to Virginis and the dete of the
Huguenot settlement in South Carolina, He proceeded to cite passages
in his critic's article and then show how they were wrong by quoting
from authorities on the history of Virginia. He was rather severe on
his oritic in several instances. "The History of Virginia® sppesred in
the December issue, and it pleaded for more studies of Virginia's gn-
tiquities and for more students of her history. He took up the earliest

21. The Southern Literary Messenger, wolume 5, 1839, pages 540.
22‘ M', Nz. 662u' ’

23, Ibid., page 572.

4. Ibid., page 689.

25, Ibid., page 788,
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histories of the atate, and he mentioned Hening's Statutes at Large
as expecially commendable. The study of Virginiats hilstory compre-
hended a wide and uncultivated field, he thought.

The Farmer's Register wes the agency through which Campbell an-
swered another sttzck on his Writings in that year. Richsrd Randolph,
of Willismsburg, Virginis, had written criticisms on "Jamestown® and
¥Bacon's Rebellion.® In referring to the latter, he wrote:r "An arti-
ele un&or this head, published in the Petersburg Intelllgencer, states
that Nethaniel Pacon {called the Rebel) was a member of the Coumcil.

I doubt 1t., Where is the evidence?"?® Campbell snawered this attack
{n "Natheniel Bacon. Reply to Strictures,® and st the end he signed
his full name, one of t.hn fh;s_t. times he ever did this, ss if to say,
91 take my stend, end I hide from no men!™ As & preface to his cita-
tion of proofs from various old histories of Virginia, Campbell wrote,
"Having, I believe, contributed that article to the journel mentioned,
I think it may be worth while, to make some inquiry into the grounds
on which the statement objected to rests."?! The New Iorker seemed to
have no objection to "Bsecon's Rebellion,® for the articls, ‘*mpilad
chiefly from Beverley's History of Virginia," was primted in its pages
in August ss teken from mwwa

Campbellts interest in collecting cld documente was asg strong as

ever, for he wrote to a Mrs, McGuire, "I am much obliged to you for a

26. Farmer's Begister, volume 7, pages 407-408.
27, m:, pagaes 527"5290 v :
z8. mmm’ volume 7 p‘g‘ 344,
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sight of the old Indisn letter, which is se precious in antiquarisn
eyes, as the relick of a saint to & devout papist.... Should there
“be any other curious mss st Berkeley--which your father would be will-
ing to entrust to my hends long enough to take copies I should be happy
to do so."d

To Thomas W, White Campbell wrote that he had letters of Thomas
Jefferson, George Washington, Richard Henry Lee and others, written dur-
ing the American Revolution, which he would like to see published.’©
He would send those which had not been printed in his Copybooks, and
he would expect at least two dollars for euch page printed in the Mep-
Senger, although he professed himself ignorant of such matters, Casp-
bell was referring to the Bland manusoripts, which he was attempting to
have published in a2 single volume, Mr. White wrote, in return, that he
eould not premise to pay for contributions at that time, sz he had so
many other pspers on hand, but he would be glad to take up this ques-
tion in the future.’} A4t the end of the year, he mentioned a fine
tribute which the Lynchburg Virginien had paid to Campbell's latest

sontribution to The Soythern Literary Messenger. He began at that time
to send proof sheets of Campbell's articles, so that they could be cor-
reoted and presented to the publie without errors. 32

Campbell's correspondence with Jared 8parke, the Cambridge, Mzasa-
chusetts historian, began in September, 1839 when he wrote to Sparks

29, Letter from Campbell to Mrs. MoGuire, March 8, 1839; box 4, Campbell
Papers.

30. Letter from Campbell to Thos. W. White, Petersburg, July 19, 1839;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

31. Letter from Thos. ¥. White, Richmond, July 20, 1839; box 1, Campbell
Papers.

32. Letter from Thos., W. White, December 27, 1839; box 1, Cempbell Papers.
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of the Bland papers in his possession. He informed Sparks thet he had
already transeribed a number of the letters of Genersl Vieshington,
Thomas Jefferson, Richard Hanry Lee, Arthur Lee, Geinml Theodorick
Bland, Jr., "President Reed", John Banister, and Msjor Gemeral Phillips
of the British irmy.33

In short they are letters & other docusments written during the most
interesting period, on the most imporiant topicks, & by the most emi-
nent hands, so that I feel persuaded, that you 8ir, upon an examinstion
of their ocontents, would be satisfied that they are papers of high con-
sequence & value. I have shewmn these mas to several of the best in.
formed gentlemen here, who are unanimous in the opimion of thelr dis-

" tinguished merit. Ameng these gentlemen, I will mention Hugh M, Garland,
of Mausfiald, near this town, the present Clerk of the house of Repre-
sentatives in Congress, & James E. Heath of Richmond first Auditer of
this State.

The gentleman who hes possession of the originals is prepared to fur-
nish a Copy-Right; & he & the other gentlemen acquainted with these pa-
pers, & myself are desirous to have them published if a suitable Con-
tract can be effected with a publisher. Cenvinced that from your pur-
suits in this line, you of all persons are the most competent to direst
the proper course to be taken in the csse, I beg you will favor ze with
your advioe on the subject, which may further our views in regard to
the publication.... Ae these mss in my opinion will serve to throw a
considerable light on the history of this country, & perhaps to elucidate
gome points rather obscurs, it hes occurred to me that they might be of
some assistance to Mr, Baneroft, who I believe iz now engaged in the
continuation of his work, on that subject; should you think it worth
while, & 1¢ not be too presuming in me to ssk it, I will be indebted to
you, if you will mention %o that gentlemzn (whose plrce of address I do
not certainly know) that I shell be most happy to afferd him asccess to
these mas, for the purpeoses of hie history, & believe I can indicate to
him those documents, which might be of the most Service ts him....34

4 very gracious letter from Jered Sparks, in answer, advised Ceampbell

33. Letter from Campbsll to Jared Sparks of Cambridge, Mass., dated
Petersbhurg, Va., September 2, 1839; from the Jared Bparks Papars in
the Lidrary of Harvard University, Cambridge, ¥sssachusetts.

34. Letter from Campbell to Jared Sparks, Petersburg, September 2, 1839;
from the Jared Sparks Papers in the Library of Harvard University.
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to try Hew York and Philadelphia, as publishing cities, rather thenm
Boston.>> He suggested the firms of Harper and Brothers of New York
or Carey and Lee of Philadelphis. It was his ides that Campbell should
prefsce The Bland Papers with a brief memoir of Colonel Theodorlak
Bland, Junior. With an historian's eye for clarity, he suggested in
this same letter that the volume should contain ocomsional notes to the
letters themselves and references io books for the explanstion of top-
ios touched upon in the letters. He offered to examine and read the
Bland manusoripts so thet he could give Campbell better sdvice from sc-
tusl acquaintence with the contents of the menasoripts, Campbell sent
him only the names of the letter-writers and the dates of the letters,
btut from that 1ist he formed the opinion that the colleatien would be
e valushle sontribution to Awerican historical literaturs.’® Altheugh
Campbell was still wondering sbout the possibility of publishing the
pepers in Boston, he wrotis later to Jared Sperks that he thought it
would be best to have them printed in Petersburg.’? Bdmmd Raffin
proved again his sincere friendship for Campbell, for it was he who
finally agreed to undertake the printing of the papers discovered at
"Cawsons® seven years before.

The printing of volume one of The Bland Papers in May, 1840 was
the culmination, for Campbell, of years of effort to awaken the interest

35. Letter from Jared Sparks to Campbell, Cambridge, iuanehm%l.
September 10, 1839; bex 1, Campbell Papers.

36. Letter from Jared Sparks, November 12, 1839; box 1, Campbell Papers.

37. Letter from Campbell to Jared Sparks, Petersburg, September 23,
18393 box 1, Gampbell Papers.
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of his fellow Virginisns in the materisls for their state's history.
The process from discovery to printing of these papers had seemed
“endlessly long te Campbell and at times hopeless of fraition. Even-
. tually, emough capital for publication had been donated by a number
af mﬂm, and his great hope was fulfilled. In April, 1840, he
mh %0 m.xm . MoFarland, of Richmond, that the first volume
was nurly m&y.-’s e propossd to publish only s limited edition
tm! ﬂuﬂ '&tt until tho second velume appmm before he issued m
grutm}aor of coples, He planned to hey_n part of the work bound
18 Richwond, in & platn, cheap style; which would cost about ten
“aents a volume. The a\wﬁn' would be bound, one hundred at a tine,
BB t;hcy ‘wers oslled for by orders or subsoriptions. He ended this
"Lcm.er ky uying, *I am quite mgmﬂm that the m«k will prove &n
-aceamm onej in this I may be ﬁipukm, s bﬁﬁki are ut best pre-
v,aorm: things. m: book is Virginian in aubﬂmtoa & f#rn, & l
pepc will teke in Va., ot least.*3?

The intredustion embou mt& to the finished work was onie of
the most interesting perts of th- volwme, In it he re‘vuled Mt how
large a part Edmund Ruffin had played in ealisting sumrt and dons-
-tions for publishing the mampta. It wes mrﬁnm had brought
a mmm' of the papers to !‘otoﬂhn‘g from "Cawsons®, vhila Campbell
was in mm._ xg mw, Oupm had persusded Mr. wrm to um,

38. Letter to h. H. lcrsrlmﬂ, rmmhnrg, April 7, 1840; box 8,
Campbell ?a.pou.
39. Ibid.



on the cover of The Farmer's Register, s prospectus proposing to
publish & periodical work to be called *The Repository of Histerical
Materials,” in which it wes intended to bring out selections from g
the "Cawsons® papers.4® There was very nf;tla response from the
readers of the M!&!..-. The mn were put amay for a time, snd’
later Gupben attenpted to make copies of some of them. Be J.amea
that there was 2 larger mumber of the h;mmriptn still st 'mm.,w
and, when he made the trip to the plantation, he found thers o mass
of musty documents, old scoounts, ship letters and ®the rubbish of a
alerk's office” mixed with papers of historical value. He selected
the most important and ocpied them. The history of the ;upera ﬁ‘xu- »
selves sinoce the death of Colonel Bland in 1790 makes a good aféxfy’.'
They had survived a fire, deposit im & callar, s carriage-house and a
barn, while some had even lined & basket which contained eggs that.a
Negro had sold to & gaﬁt«lcm in the neighborhood of “Cawsons®.
Campbell's ﬁbors in editing The mm ware fully appre-
‘elated in many parts of the country, and he felt that he was rewarsded
for the time expended in "faithfully transoribing the body of the
work from the originals,” as he phrased it in his intreduotion. Be-
fore the papers were published, the historisn, George Banoroft, had
written to Campbell that he would consider it a great favor 40 be per-
nﬁtﬁd the use of the papers of Colonel Bland.} Jared Sparks hed

i0. The Bland Papers: Belng s Selestion from the Mamusoripts of Colonel

mm ir. m;m.ammm Yirginia: edited by
Charles Campbell; Introduetion writtem by "c. ¢.", Petersburg, Vir-

ginis, Msy 1, 1840, (Petersturg, 1840, Edmund md Julien Ruffin).
4. Letter to Campbell from George Bamoroft, Boston, iassschusetts,
Maerch 25, 1840; box 1, Campbell Papers,
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told him sbout the collection, end Bancroft wrote that he thought it
en opportunity to gather wvalusble materials for the histery of the
United States. Appreciation also came from H. D. Gilpin, of Washing-
ton, D. G., to whom Campbell had sent copies for himself and for ¥r.
Banoroft. "The promptnesa end seal with which you sought out and
have now given to the world thege documents--which must be most valu-
able for history--will receive the thanks of every friemd of letters
and of historical truth,”s2 Mr, Gilpin wrote. For many years Camp-
bell received letters of praise from various individwals for the serv-
ice he had performed in preserving and publicising such valuable mate-
rials on the Revolutionary period.

Campbell's contributions to The Southern Litersry Messenger in.
cressed in number in 1840, although few of them ean be considered
woll-written. In January he printed s *"Letter from an Indian Chief
{(to William Byrd),® which evidently was the letter sent to him by a
Mrs. McGuire in 1839.43 1In this same issue of the Mesgenger eppeared
"Reminiscences of the British at Bollingbrook,"® which was "insoribed
to the Lady there.®44 In April appeared "The Prisoner on Parels,® in-
soribed to *Miss A. M. B, of Petarsburg.”4 Tnis was a short story
with its setting at "Ringwod," the home of (olonel Edward Littlepags.
The prisoner was Lieutenant Henry St. Leger, a British soldier who

42. Letter to Campbell from H., D. Gilpin, Washington, D. C., August 25,
18,0; box 8, Campbell Papers.

43. 1hs Seuthern Literary Messenger, volume &, page 40.

44 m” pages 85“8&- 7

45. Ibid., pages 245-248; 337-341.
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had been one of General Burgoyne's men at the Battle of Saratoge in

the Ameriocan Revolution. While 8t. Leger wes cenivelescing at "Ring-
wood,” he fell in love with Anne Littlepage, the dsughter of the colo-
nel, and they were married at the plantation. In the marrative Camp-
bell brought in variocus observetions on the characteristics and
scenery of Virginis, which seem to have come from the notes he had
teken on his trips in the tidewater area. The lay iesue of The South-
o Literary Mesmenger contsined "Ellen Dale,n46 which was ®The Life

of Miss Lavinis Marie Moore," the mamuscript found in one of Campbell's
scrapbooks smong his papers. Fictitious nsmes were used in *Ellen
Dale,* and the printed article was changed somewhat from the manuseript,
but the basic features were the same. Lavinia Moore was Campbell's
cousin, and in the originel manuseript he geve a great desl of informs-
tion about himself during the time he lived at Somerville and "Glencoe®
in Alabenms., *Vive La Bagatelles,” which was & colleotion of humercus
sayings and incidents, sppesred in the June issue of the Messenger.4”7
Few of these articles were polished pieces of writing, and enly *The
Prisoner on Psrole," and perhaps "Reminiscences of the British at
Bellingbrook,® approached the ususl quality of Campbell's work.

Thomes W. White and Campbell could not come to mutually satisfaoc-
tory terms regarding payment for the articles submitted, it seems. In
the early part of the year 18,0, White had written that he had never
thought of offering his friend Campbell pay for his literary labors for

46. The Southern Literary Mesgenger, volume 6, pages 385-387,
47. Ibid., pages 414-416. ' '
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two ressens: first, becsuse he believed Cempbell did not stand in need
of pen money, snd second, because he did no't know whether Campbell was
4in esrnest when Aho mentioned the subjcet-."‘s If he hed besn able, he
‘would have moceded to Campbell's wish when it wes first mentioned, for
it was not his polioy to withhold remuneraticz from any one who needed
it, he wrote to Campbell. White agreed, finslly, to pay & doller and
& half a printed page. He asked Campbell to keep sending articles to
him, provided Campbell did not dun him either directly or indirectly.
In conclusion, he urged Campbell to "Come, try and make some sport for
wy resders——make both sexes lsugh.*?

Ibs Petersturg Wu: the recipient of amother of Camp-
‘jb_cll's -mtrimtions in Msrch, 1840. This was the "Vigit of the Marquis
De Gha:tcllux, to Petersburg. "0 Gampbell moted that this was extracted
ZLron Mgmmmmmm 1781, 1762 by the Mar-
quis De Ohntdlnx, md he corrected mistakes and added footnotes te
clarify pomta in t.h,e narrative. Although the majority of Campbell's
work was printed in the Mepgenger, many pieces were subtmitted to The
Petersburg Intelligencer, and 2 nusber were reprinted there which had
appeéred earlier in the Yessenger.

Campbell's accomplishments in the literary field were fully appre-
clated by his family and, especially, by his brother, Alock, who taok

48. Letter from Thos. W. #hite to Gapbcll, Richmond, February 13, 18403
box 1, Campbell Pspers.

49. . Letter to Campbell from Thos. W. White, mchaemd, February 13; 1840;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

50. Newspaper clipping from The FPetersturg Inte
pasted in the back of miscellanecus data folder, bex 4, Oupboli Pmrs.
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great pride in the success Charles was gaining., Aleck had left en a
trip to the West, and from Jefferson City, Missouri, he wrote in Nov-

saber that he wished Charles would send him the numbers of The Southern
Literary Messenger which contained "Buffalo Beiting,® and "The History

of Virginia."™! He had told their Campbell relatives ia Nissouri about
Charles's work, and they were most anxious to read his articles. Aleck's
frip through the western comntry was quite different ‘from the ame bls
brother had taken there in 185&, for Aleck Campbell sesmed to have the
etability and stamine which ‘charias ‘lacked. Aleek was so fascinated with -
the West that he wanted to settls thcrc. "y tiétor have seen such & oeun-
try for fertility in w‘ lzu“l«-»and I thm if you !mi come to sum
instead of Tennessee you never would have taken so great a dlslike to

the West,"2 he wrote to Charles.

The Southern Literary Hespenger carried fewsr of Campbell’s articles
in 1841 than it hed in previous yurs s but *Christmas Holidays at Tedding-
ton,® & short stery, ®The Barly Huguemots,” Corporal Punishment: its
Use in the Discipline of Children," and "Bir Walter Raleigh® (selections
frem Oldys' Life of 8ir Welter Raleigh) appeared in its peges from March
through July.5?

Gmbgll'n chief labore were diverted, during this time, from writ-
ing for the Messenger to the editing and publishing of a mewspaper in
?etcrn!m'z. In 1840 he had bought The Americsn Sta which had been

51. Letter from Aleck Oampbell, hffnrm City, Mo., November 16, 1840;
box 5; Campbell Papers.

52. Letter from Aleck Campbell, Jefferson Oity, Missouri, November 16,
1840; ‘box 5, Campbell Papers.

53, hgggggg, volume 7, 1841, pages 219-222;
335-33'7; 5'75-572 584585, ’ ’
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published by Burwell snd Allegre from 1839 to 1840, 54 and Campbell was
its publisher until 1843, when he dlscontinued 1t. The confidence of
his friends in his ability to make & success of this newspaper venture
was well-attested by a letter from Hugh A. Garland, of Petersburg, who
wrote, "I hope you will put forth your energies & make the paper both
instructive & ammsing which you ean 80 well do, and I have no doubt of
ocmplete success—."55 In November, 1841, Campbell wrote to Colonel
William Gooch that he had seen in the paspers that Colonel Gooch's som
had abandoned the conduct of The Evening Mail at New York, and he won-
dered if Nr. Gooch would like to take an interest in the Siziesman es
co~-editor with himself.56 Probably this meant that the newspaper was
not as profitable as Campbell had hoped it would be, Later in the year
he was talking definitely of selling it. In a letter to Thomas May
from the "Stateaman Office," Campbell wrote that the paper could be pur-
chagsd for two thousand dollars: one thousend in cash and an approved
negotiable note 2t six months for the other thousand dollars.’7 1In the
sale he meant to include all the debis due to him, which were between
five hundred snd a thousand dollars, a subscription list of three hun-
dred and fifty, and "job and transient advertising® worth about twelve
hundred dollars, besides about thirty annual advertisers who paid thirty

54. Lester J. Oapponm, %uwwi AEL.ME!&I
(Rew York, 1936) page

55, Letter from H. A. Garland to Campbell, Washingtom, June 31, 1840;
box 8, Cempbell Papers.

56. Letter from Oampbell to Col. Wm. Gooch, Petersbturg, December 3, 18,1;
box 8§, Campbell Papers.

57. Letter from Ceampbell to Thomas May, Petersburg, December 3, 1841;
box 8, Campbell Papers.



67

dollars a year, Campbell wrote in me&igﬁg_ionthut he was not anxious
to dispose of the Statesman, for "it was geing on smoothly end improv-
ing gradually.®*5® He thought that *by pursuing a thorough Damocratic
course the office might be made profitadle by proper exertions." From
8ll indications, he was using his newspeper zs the ”mthpiwa’ of the
Democratic State Righits Republican Perty of Petersburg, for which he
had acted as secretery at varicus meetings.59 Ganpbcll was & dele-
gate from Petersburg, and secretary, to the Demesratic Republican oon-
vention at Sussex Court House, which met in 1841 to nominate 2 candi-
date to succeed the Honorsble Franois E. Rives in the United States
Congress.%0 This interest in politics combined very well with Camp-
belll's newspaper acunuaa, for ;etutim 13 1841 mr 182 he wrote

to Thomas Ritohie, editor of The Richmond Eqguirer, thet he had been
8o talten up wit.h 8 political campaign that he bad had litth' Aime for

other thimgs. *In Nottoway my iiﬂle paper Has no aiimlation«»mr
have I any inteuiganca ramating the mﬂsa thare except what you
have learned that the contest is alose."él .

Campbell used msny sourms for news to he printad in The American
Btsiesysn, snd his wide eiralo of friends proved to be mat helpful in
mding him the latest news itm-thoy etmld gatber. One’ er these
friends was Gaurgo B. Cary, mm'ber .ar the House of Repressatatives in

58. Latt-r te Thomas May, Petersturg, Bemnbar 3, 18&1; box 8, Campbell
r‘”r‘p

59. Newspaper elz.winsa amnounasing publie mtiugn of the Democratic
State Rights Republican Party, 12 March, 1841, snd 20 August, 1841;

65 found in Scrapboek no. 6, box 10, Cempbell Pspers.

6. Lottcr from Campbell te Thos. Ritchie--no date--; box 8 Campbell

Papers.



Washington. Cempbell had published in the Stetesman a portiom of
one of Mr. Cery's letters to him, Evidently, he had written the Con-
gressman that he thought ths letters were too far spart, for Oery
wrote that he was Fsurprised that so shrewd & intelligent an Editor,
who gleans, culls & picks from so many sourses far superior to the
soribbling of an ordinary letter writer should persuade himself that
8o much wvaluable information is last to him forever, n62 Another
"news writer® was a Mr, Smith, also of Washington, D, C., who had
th two communiocations for the Statesmen. When he wrote to Canmp-
bell in 1842 offering to comtribute regularly to the newspsper, Camp-
bell answered that he was not able financislly to aocept his offer.
"I am here at work for the benefit of the printer without msking any-
thing myself & too pleased if I can only keep out of debt. I am fond
of the editorisl business but the present times are peculisrly wipro-
pitious.”3 Although he had enlarged the sise of the paper, Campbell
did not seem to do well with it, sontrary to the opinions of his
brother, Aleck, who wrote that he read the Statesmen regulerly, and he
thought Charles had acted wisely in enlarging it, for it should in-
orease in ciroulation and prove profitable soon., 54 As his debts grew
larger and probleme incressed, Campbell decided in December, 1842, to

62, Letter to Campbell from George B. Cary, House of Representastives,
February 2, 1842; box 8, Campbell Papers.

63. Letter frem Campbell to Mr, Smith of Washington, D. C., dated
Petersburg, August 14, 1842; box 8, Campbell Papers.

64, Letter from Aleck Campbell, Fredericksburg, Va., February 8, 1842;
box 5, Campdell Papers.
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sell the paper, for "the amount of income was not sufficient, and the
age of the materiels was too greet.®S5 He disposed of it in 1843,
and he was free once more to turm to writing for his osn plessure.
Benjamin B. Ninor became editor and ymprintar of The Southern
Literary Messenger in 1843, and in July Campbell wrote to him that he
had geen in The Bichmond Enguirer that the magasine had changed owners.
Campbell felt that he mmld syzpathize better with Minor than could
s’oiih of the m&aithtad, because he knew scmething in a =mall wey of
“the lights & shadows, the storm & sunshine” of editoriel 1ife.S7
In this letter, Campbell remarked thst it had been some time eimce he
m somtributed anything to the Messenger, snd he bad been imtending
10 etf.r something for 18 mlmu “upon & transfer of the press.*8
He wrote that he was aunding';n article which was in his hobby line:
insoriptions in Lst:ln, so: they *w&ld assd cereful correction.®? This
‘eontribution m '?1@&13 Antiqniﬁes" which ran from the September
iesue throu@ the Bembar,mm.m In the latter, to the editor of
the Messenger, which prefaced iﬁc aﬁiql"’o‘,‘_' Campbell wrote, "I heve,
in a dmltory way, made iém auz.l Virglnu‘ entiquarien snd historiecsl
unuoatim, mieh I shenld be ploasad w m prtumd in the colwmns

65. Lottor to amp».n fron b. Kmrd, !aahiugm, December 6, 1842;
box 8, Osapbell Papers.. .

66, Lester J. Cappon, m&mm»m page 148,

67. Letter from Campbell to B. B. Minor of Richmond, dated Petersburg,
July 24, 1843; box 1, Cempbell Papers.

68, Ibid.

er, volume 9, 1B43, pages 560-562,
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of your periodical.... MNanusoripts and documents might, however, be
deposited for preservation in thé several libraries of the state, of
the university, and of the colleges,"’l He felt that it was neces-
sary to winnow out all musty, old manuscripts, and, im the process of
research, "many interesting materials mey be glesned from the files

of mewspapers."’2 The inscriptions which followed this introductory
letter .em from the tombs of John Page of Rosewell, Thomas Nelsea of
Yorktown, Theodorick Bland, Captain William Perry snd Walter Astom,

to meation & few, Campbell cslled these "Soraps," and im a letter to:
B. B. Minor after the September issue had appeared, he wrote that
there were mistakes made in printing the epitaphs, and he noticed that
Minor called them "Virginia Antiquities,® which he thought "ruth.r top
sonorous for such gleanings as his.*72 He suggested, instead, the |
titles "0ld Mortalities®™ or "Virgimiat's 0ld Mortalities.® #ﬂnira’tim
for these "Scraps® came from meny gnartara, and one of the mst inter-
esting letters regerding them cm»irm Hias Luay D. Konry, & grand-
daughter of Patrick Henry. &he offered Gupﬁ;sil "some vcuri@é_léiqg
containing relics of Patrick Heary, John Randelph of Roancks; and auto-
graph letters of heth aen."'”* Her praise for Gmbe;l.l's articlas in
mmm&mm nost am-mmt, md she. m

%- mmmm wlm 9, 1843, page 560. :

3. MHE!LL{LL r %o B. B. Miror, Beptember 13, 1843; box 1, Campbell Papers.

74, Letter to Campbell from lucy D. Henry of Cub Cresk, Chsrlotte -
County, Virginia, September 11, 1843 box 4, Campbell Papers.




7

"rejoiced to find one possed of your mpmfity willing to give such
knofledge to the reading publ:!.a.ﬂ5 Campbell received a large measure
of patisfaction from this letter and wrote in return: "I am pleased
to find that you sympathize with me in my antiquarian propensities,
which often I belleve rather provoke ridicule than win praise."’® The
correspondence, which thue developed between the two, lasted for some
time, and it was a source of stimalating pleasure to each, for they
had many interests in oommon.

Yor some time Campbell continued as & elerk in the office of the
Collector of Customs, slthough the oollectorship seems to have been
vacant since his father's death in December, 1842.77 Some of Camp-
bell's friends had attempted to get the office for him; but he pre-
ferred that Hugh Neleon should get the appéintamt, for then he would
receive the clerkship from Nelson, which mld be ‘more agreeable than
the responsibility of the chief of!’ice."s He wrote to & aemlsy cousin
in 1843 that he was stiu. e clerk in the ocustom hmwa at the rate of
two dollars a day, but he did nmot have much to do te earn h&a eaiary.
He had moved to a room eur the customs vffice after hi.s faﬂmr'

desth but felt thet keeping -baéha"}.&r'a qmrtcra_na ﬂa_. poor uy

75. Letter to Campbell from Iauax D. Henry of Cudb Creek, Charlotte
County, Virginia, SBeptember 11, 1843; box 4, Campbell Papers.

76. Letter to Luoy D. Henry from. Ca.mpbcll, September 26, 1843; box 4,
Campbell Papers.

77. Letter from Campbell %o George B. cary, Petersburg, December 30,
1842; box 8, Campbell Papers.

78. Ibid.
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Cempbell’s full sttention was agein turned to the remsining Bland
manuseripts, mainly through the urging of several of his friends who
fully appreciated their worth. Jared Sparks srote early in 1843 te
Csapbell that he had received the first volume of The Blsnd Pspers, upen
his return from Europs, snd, from sn historiesl point of viaw, he thought
the work was more valusble than he had expected.®0 gome of the letters,
he wrote, threw a good deal of 1light upon important events, and he hoped
Campbell would publish the other volume. Campbell had written Sparks,
ghortly before this;

After sn interval of some years I am now about to publish the 24
Volume, with so unpromising a prospest of success however, judging by
that of the lst, as ought I think to deter any future adventurer from
embarking into Such sn enterprize, at least in this part of the world,
where the olimate is as unpropitious for book-meking as yours would
be for the growth of cotten or rice.

The 2nd Vol. you will I believe find far superior to the lst im
natter & form. Whatever may be the fate of the book, it is satisfsc-
tory to me te be conseious that I have been prompted to bLastow much
tine & pains on this work by a fond desire to rescue from oblivienm
sone (as they appesred to me) interesting materiasls for the history
of my own state & of the oconfederation., Tt ia highly gratifying slso
to me to find, that the publication meets the countenance of yourself
Sir, Dr. Bancroft & others who sre best sble to appreciats such a
compilation....80

The second volume was published in May, snd, slthough it contained but
a amall pert of the extant nm\nripta of Colonel Bland, Campbell was

79, Letter from Campbell to a Henley (?) ocousia in Tennessee, dated
Petershurg, August 29, 1843; box 8, Campbell Papers.

80. Letter from Jared 8parks to Campbell, Cambridge, Massachusetis,
Hay 20, 1843; bdox 1, Campbell Papers.

€1. Letter to Jared Sparks, Petersburg, April 22, 1843: from the
dared Sparks Papers in the Library of Harward University.
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much more satisfied with it then he wae with volume one.82 Hs penmt

& copy to Bparks for his estimate of it end hoped Sparks would allow
him to use his opinion of it "in e public way,” in cese the declsicn
was favorable.®? Campbell added in this letter thet he had hesrd
from the publishers, Litile and Brown, that they had sold only ome

or two copies of the shipment of volume one he had sent thewm, 80 he
doubted if it would de worthwhile to forwerd sny copies of the second
work. Jared Sparks thought 1% would be su improvement to print the
two voluzes together as one, and this Campbell finally did. He wrote
to Sparks that his sdvice and emcouragement, as well z2 sppreciation,
were oompensation for much of the lebor of preparimg the papers for
the press and for much of the diseppointment he had felt st the indif.
ferent reception with shich the work had met. "Your good opinton
leads me to hc_»pé'that 1t will yet when better known mest mors favornSé
To 4. K. Tefft, secretary of the Georgia Historical Society, Campbell

wrote that The Bland Fa
ginda and had been "more ridiculed than reed."®5 2 bookssller had

perg had atiracted scarcely sny notice in Vir~

comforted bim on its failure by suggesting that semething of his own
would uu better. He rmkce. thet he had amuah originel papers ts

82; Letter to Jared m;, !’a’urabarg, ipril 22, 181;3: from the
Jared Sparke Fapers in the Lidbrary of Hsrverd University.

82, Letter from Campbell to Jered Sparke, Petersburg, May 25, 1843:
from the Jared Bparks Papers in the Library of Harvard University.

84. Letter from Campbell to Jared Sparks, Petersburg, September 26, 1843:
from the Jared Bparks Papers in the Library of Harvard Uainrﬁty.

85. Letter from Campbell to J. K. Tefft of Savannah, Ceorgla, dated
February 24, 18445 bex 1, Campbell Papers.
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publish another volume, "but I have become tired of copylng!"86 The
reception of the second volume by Virginians was not as completely
indifferent ss Campbell thought, for a letter froa President John
Tyler expressed his apprecistion of the copy of Campbell's work whioch
had been sent to him. He hoped there would be more laborers engaged
in gathering the materials for "a faithful end sccurate history of
the Revolution."87

In July, 1844, eppsrently after lMir. Bugh Nelson had given the
elerkship in the customs office to someons else, Campbell moved to
Richmond, where he lived until June of 1845. It has not besn pos-
gible to find what the nsature of his eaployment was, but it seems to
have been a oclerkship in a todbaceo factor's office. In & fragment of
a diary he recorded: *Richmond July 28, 184{. Came here July 6--
3 weeks sgo. sntered office of Mr. H. on Cerey 8t. ... Two or 3 weeks
after I moved to R--I came to Hleep at the office—or warehouse an
enormous brick building nesar the basin--each fleor covered with hhds
of todacco--adjacent was an enolosure with high wall & sheds all
£111ed with Tobo & cotten,"88

Campbell's writing activities during thie year were restricted
somewhat, and he spent much of his time in n-lyﬁg'ethc& who were
doing historical research or writing. One of these persons was the

86. Letter from Campbell to J. K. Tefft of Bavamnah, Georgla, dated
February 24, 1844; box 1, Campbell Papers.
87. Letter to Campbell from President John Tyler, Washimgton, August 27,
1843; box 8, Campbell Papers.
88., Fragnent of a diary found in a letter folder in box 7, Campbell
apers.
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histerian, Henry Howe, who wrote to Campbell asking him to send the
Westover Manuscripts, which Campbell had promised him.39 Howe was
working on his Historioce)l Colleotions of Virginis, and he wrote that
he had given Campbell credit for a mumdber of things in the history

he was writing. He had used the srticles signed *c¢. c.” in The
Southern Litersry Messenger, and he had given Campbell's full neme.?0
The Virginla historian made several corrections im Howe's manuseript,
which Hows had asked him to do; among these was the memoir of John
Randolph of Rosnaoke and the name of John Randolph's mother, Frances
Bland.91 Campbell sent Howe & magasine portrait of the stetesmen,
and later in the year he endeavored tao compile a catalogue of the
governors of Virginia from 1822 to 1844, which Howe had asked for,
HBowever, James E. Heath, of Richmond, supplied Howe with this in.
formetion before Campbell could finish his ressarch.?? By waiting
too long, Campbell missed another copportunity to help Henry Howe

with his Higtorigal Colleotions of Virgimis, for the histeorian wrote
to Campbell ssking him to write an article, "Lifs in Eastern Virginis,®
for the book.?3 He thought that Campbell was the ouly one he knew of

89. Letter to Campbell from Henry Hows, New Haven, Connecticut,
September 14, 1844; box 1, Campbell Papers.

90. .

91. Letter from Campbell to Henry Howe, Richmond, September 29, 1844;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

92. Letter from Campbell to Henry Howe, Richmond, November 15, 1844
box 1, Campbell Papers.

93. Letter to Campbell from Henry Howe, New Haven, Conn., November 23,
18443 box 1, Campbell Papers.
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who could do the subject justice, and he offered to pay for the artiels,
which he was most anxicus to have.%4

In the latter part of 1844, Campbell wrote & letter called "The
Colonial History of Virginis,® addreassed to the Legislature of Virginia.
This was printed in the January, 1845 issue of The Southern Literary ¥es-
seager.?% He called the attention of the Legislature to the "necessity
for procuring the materials om Virginia history which slumber in the
Eaglish State-Paper Office.” These materisls, he wrote, were "indispen~
sable in completing the groundwork end supplying the chasms im Virginia
histery.* He censured "the almost Turkish apathy of Virginians te mat-
ters of this kind,” and he felt that "Hemorials of the past will infuse
into the bressts of Virginian Youth & warmer patriotism and state pride
and s desire to emulste Virginie's great zen.*9® The other centribation
Caxnpbell made to the Jegsenger in 1845 wes "The Carolinss During the
Rovolution,® which sppesrsd serially from the March issue through that -
of June.97 In the introduetion, Csmpbell expleined that this was & Te-
volutionary narrative written by Celonel Guilford Dudley and that the
manuscript had been sent to him by Mrs. Anna Bland Dudley, of Tennessse,
the widow of Colonel Dudliey. The original title of the manusoript was
¥4 Sketch of the Military Services Performed by Cuilford Dudley, then

94. Letter to Campbell from Henry Howe, WNew Haven, Conn., November 23,
1844; Yox 1, Campbell Papers.
95. Ihe Southern Literary Messenger, volume 11, page 48.

97. %:, pages 144-148, 231.235, 281-287, and 370-375.
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of the Town of Halifsx, North Carelina, During the Bevelutionary War,®?8
The questien of the positien in th_q customs office in Petersburg
camé up again in Mey, 1845, when Hugh Nelsod wss discharged as Colleotor,
and Campbell's friends urged him to lose no time in puttiag in his alaims,9?
His mother still resented the fmot that Mr., Nelson had given the clerk-
ship to Willisn Page, when she thought Nelson had promised it to Camp-
bell, in eug'_he' should decline the M&i&nf for the m&@cc&r&hi}b.m
She wrote ta Charles that she thought Mr. Helson had scted dishomorably,
‘and she resinded her som, "Ne are poor my mremua, bat I hepe and
trust we mey be kept fmw;ctm Mmbﬁ.y or mmuMLy. An ap-
proving conscience 1: better than money, *101 The yoluim of olerk in .
the tétfz_.;« was offered to @mbell by dr, Resser, the new Collsctor of
Custons, and Campbell decided to return to Petersburg.192 He wrote to
a friemd there that ho__g?éferradﬂ tormin in Richmond for seversl rea-
scns, "But you know we live as we can-—-not as we will.*103 Cempbell
Seemed to have 1ittle desire to returs to his old positien, end his
dislike for it showed plainly in & letter of s fow imf.ha later to &
friend in Richmond: *I am éhained dowa to the oar like a galley slave,

98. The Southern Literary Nessenger, volune 11, page 144.

99. Letter to Campbell from Jobn Minge, Petersburg, May 14, 1845;
box 8, Campbell Papers. '

100. Letter to Campbell from his mother, Petersburg, February 13, 1845;
bex 8, Oampbell ?npcra. :

101, Ibid. o

102, Letter from Campbell to John Minge, Richmond, May 16, 1845; box 8,
Campbell Papers.

103. Ibid.
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obliged to "sit at the receipt of ocustom® from 9 to 3, It is the nis-
fortune of my life to be unsble to see those I desire to see & oo
often to be obliged to see those I don't care o see."l04 His dissatis-
faction and self-pity inoreased with the months, and thers was & bitter
note in a later letter to the same person:

But it seems to be my lot to mope in solitude like an owl & %o sigh
for pleasure which I ceannot enjoy.... My life here is as monotonous
88 & ocanal-boat--gne day is twin of another—so that 1 mey say "my
life's a blank my lord." Indeed I lead almost the 1ife of a monk &
slmost wish that there was a protestant Comvent to which I could re-
tire since "man delights me not nor womasn neither....

O for a lodge in some vast wilderness
Some boundless continuity of Shade! ...105
Cempbell's 21d and advice in literary matters wers agein called

for, and this time it was from a former citisen of Petersburg, Charles
Yancey, who had moved to Alabama. Yencey was a son of Francis G.
Iancey, editor of The Petersburg Intelligencer for many years, and as
he planned to publish & literary magazine in Wetumpks, Alsbams, he
wrote to Campbell asking him to become a contributer.106 Ia connecticn
with his magasine he had established & beok-bindery, and he asked Camp-
bell for any support im the way of business that he might be willing
to give. Campbell answered, "In my opiniem no literary periodical cam

long sustain itself without paying eontributors ’”& that none ought.

104. Letter to P. V. Deniel, Jr., of Richmond, dated Peteruburg,
Aagust 4, 1845; box 1, Campbell Papers.

105. Letter to Peter V. Deniel, Petersturg, Janunary, 1846; box 1,
COampbell Papers.

106, Letter to Campbell from Charles Yancey, Wetumpks, Alabama,
July 27, 1845; box 8, Campbell Papers.



I have myself never received a cent for such contritutions. I am
aware however that editors do pot always decline paying from a want
of the will but often from want of moaey.’w This seems 10 be &
gentls hint that he would be willing to become a comtribator teo
m«y‘a nnzﬁi if he were paid fer it. His reluctsnce to commit
himself must heve stemmed from his unfortunate f{inancial relaticuns
“with Thomas W. Wnite, the former editor of The Southers Literary

Mespsnger.

107, Letter from Gsapbell to Gharles Yanoey, Petersturg, August 4, um
box 8, Campbell Papers.



AND ANCIENT

OF THE
(1845-184

From 1845 through the next twe years, Cempbell's time was cccupled
chiefly by the writing and sesembling of the manuscript of his Intro-
duction to ihe History of the Coleny aad Ancleni iominlon of Yirzinis,
which was published in 1847. In his correspondence Cmmpbell reveals
te us the phases through which he passed in sttempting to find a pube
1isher for the work and gives interesting comments on his views und
purpose in writing such a book. The evolution of his History from an
-idea to the published form seens. ’m have been s long and, at times,
discouraging process. Early in 1845 Cmybau wrote to Henry Howe that
he had besn studying the history of Virginia for the last two or three
months, and he had sterted writing a history of his om.l He folt that
his work "would be guite unpretentious, and, although it might be M&,
st least it would be short." What he proposed wus & brief, popular
work "pertly for school perhaps partly for plein peopls who heve neither
money time nor taste for voluminous works."@ He had found that it was
mach more difficult to maie a small book out of #bw:dant. materials than
it wes to make a la;fga one. He needed help in the problem of publish-
ing, and he asked Hewe if he would help him find somdone to print his

1. Letter from Canpbell to Henry Howe, Richmond, Ve., February 11, 1845;
bhox 1, Campbell Papers.
2. Ibvid,



history, "that is to sey if I ever finish it."*3

Although Campbell doubted whether he would ever complete his work,
he continued to write to many of his friends and soquaintances for sev~
eral types of aid., He turned to the Reverend J. W. Alexander, of New
York, for help in the matter of eaquiring about possible publishers in
that oity. He wrote thst he was preparing s work which he would call,
probably, "Zales from the History of Virginis.®4 At that time he
plcnnod to embrace only the period from 1607 to 1776, and he thought he
would publish it anonymeualy, for thet might srouse the anriagit.y of
the pudblic., Mr. Alexsnder expressed his resdiness to help Campbell, and
he felt that Harpers Publishing Company would be the right firm to eon-
tact.’ He did not entirely approve of "Tales from the History of Vir-
ginia® as & title, for he thought *History of Virginia® would be & bet~
ter one.® The aid of Jared Sparis was enlisted also, and in 1846 Camp-
ball wrote him:

I have for some years been engaged in studying the history of Vir-
ginie & have lately completed a small work on that subject. I labored
to compress it within as nerrow s compass as possidble & the ms. con~
tains only adbout 500 pages., It would have been easier to make it
larger. I studied brevity & simplicity. Wishing to have it published
at the North, it seems necessary that as I am unknown, I should for-

tify myself Ly the opinions of those in whose judgement a publisher
would rely. I therefors frankly request from you such advice or aid

3. Letter from Campbell to Henry Howe, Richmond, Va., February 11, 1845;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

4. Leiter from Caspbell to the Rev. J. W. Alexander of New York, dated
Petersburg, July 5, 1845; bex 8, Campbell Papers.

5. Letter to Mm from the Rev, J. W, ﬂmdﬂr, Jtﬂ.y ”’ ms‘
box 8, Campbell Papers.

6. Ipid.



as 1t may be in your powsr to give on the ccoasion....’

Jared Sparks snswered that it would not be easy t¢ induce publishers in
the North to tske the risk of accepting the menusoript, for the lergest
ssle for Campbell's history would be im Virginis, and they had no way
of estimating the extent of the demend.® If Campbell could insure a
sale of from three hundred to five hundred coples, some arrsngenent
might be made. He advised Campbell to srite to the prinoipal publishers
in Philadelphia, Boston and New York. 'Sparks wrote that he was glad, st
any rate, that Campbell had undertaken the task of wéiti_.u‘ & new history
of Virginia, for he thought that the preceding ones were inadeguate, snd
he hoped that the Virgiaien would exténd his proposed work and write it
on a larger soales.? He wondered why virginu had not procured from the
British Public Record Office copies of the papers relating to the siate
during the Revelutionery pericd, for he did not see how there could be
a complete history of the Old Dominion until Virginis had done that.)0
Campbell hed no success in placing his msnusoript with either the
firm of Harpers or that of Wiley and Putnam. He wrote to Sparks in the
next month that it was what he had expected, snd his observations on the

subject were rather bitter:

7., Letter from Campbell to Jared Sparks, Petersturg, Februsry 9, 1846,
from the Jared Sparks Papers, Librery of Harvard University.

8, Letter to Campbell from Jared 8Sparks, Cambridge, Mass., February 25,
1846; box 1, Campbell Papers.

9. Letter to Campbell from Jered Sparks, Cambridge, Msss., February 25,
18463 vex 1, Campbell Papers.

19. Mﬁ
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The heartlessness of printers and publishers has long appeared to me
& signal instance of the depravity of mankind & I wonder that cur divines
have. enﬂmoﬂ 1t. I agree with you in your estimate of Burk (John Daly
‘Purk). He is florid to the degres of bombast & his history has been
“Sustly oalled Ma perpetusl 4th of July oretiom.® His statements are of-
ten loose & erronecus & his narrative oppressed by extransous matter....
My ms. is mainly confimed to the Colonisl ers, which seems to have been
wost negleoted. I do not come down beyond the revolution & of its events
“in Virginis undertake to give only a summary,... It is very true that a
-satisfactory history of "the ancient dominion® cannot be made without
‘proouring the materials that sleep in the dusty offices in London. There
is however no ground to hope for any soticn of our legislature in this
behalf during the present age. In the meantime, it seemed to me that
mthm night be done to awaken curlosity at the least....ll

Jared Sparks'! answer to Campbell's demunciation of the publishing world
contained a suggestion that he try a Richmond publishing firm instesd
?et’ one in the North. 12 Campbell followsd this advice, and in Kay he
mtt ‘kc Bram that & mblishmg hease in Mehland had uzrud to under-
ulu_ ths publication of his wark,}_‘.S HBowever, the firm had had little
mm:&am in this line and sesmed &t & loss in respect to the térms to
be made tith wmx; ‘He mfaiﬁia to Sg#rkn that he knew even lese
about such matters then did the firm, end he appealed again to Mr. Sparks,
who advised him to make a definite contract for the whole edition,l4
The publishing house to whom Campbell referred in this letter to Sparks
sesms to have been thet of Brﬁior and Morris, who wrote to him in a‘ﬁaa
that they had dﬁcﬁ.&cd ﬂ‘uy could not undertake the »mmmum at that

11. Letter from Uampbell to Jared Sparks, Petershurg, March 7, 1846s
from the Jared Sparks Papers, Library of Harvard University.

15, Lotter from Campbell to Jared Sparks, Petersburg, May 20, 1846:

3 from tha Jered Bparks Pepers, Lidrary of Harvard University.

4. L&tt&r to Campbell from hrﬁ Sparks, Salem, Mass., June 10, 1846;
box 1, Campbell Pspers.



84

"time.15 When the manuseript hed had the necessary slterations which
Campbell proposed, and when it waa preparsd more properly for publice~
tion, them they might make en offer tﬁ_hin,“ After this new disap-
pointaent, &upbgu.ﬁms entitled to some ﬁitwmus in regerds to his
sxperiences with a;ihliuixm, but he kept up his hopes with a2 temacity
upusual for hiam.

At this em,wmmr was called upon for aid by R. R.
m.’;m, of Richmond, who slsc was writing a history of Virginia, In
his iotm, Hﬂim asked Gﬁnpbel}. 11’ he would publish soon his history
of vnmu, and, 1f net risht away, oould he read the manuseript?}?
Guphn ‘dectded not to send his work o Howison, but he. mt.e ‘that he
,muld M usum« m aay ny ta the other msat's efforts,18 ~ Preytrly
as it nm tﬂ ne Virginia hn aa history beyond the rwalntia & even
égring that war her himw is s0 blendsd with that of the other colonies
a8 to be hardly distinguishsble. My sttention has been turned saialy to
ocur histery previous to 1776. After that I oanfine myself to a mers
Sumnary of events. That have besn so often & 5o well marrated,™? he con-
Gl&did. Guphau't l!..\l;*bt_r;, Bottgy, was 'n{ct &t ',nll willing for hqr b!‘%%hcrv

15, Letter to Campbell from Drim:or & Morris, Richmond, Va., J’um 4,
1846; box 8, Campbell Papers.

16. Ibid.

17. Letter to snpban from R. R. Howison, Richmond, April 2, 1846}
box 8, eanybell Pawa. Eaﬂmls book: A Biatery of Virginis, from
its Discovery and S enk by Puropeens to the Present Time, was
pahlulstﬁ ia Philaﬂolpbh by Carey and Hert, 1846.

18. Letter to Campbell from R. R. Howison, Richmond, April 14, 1846;
box 8, Campbell Papers.

l-?.P Letter to R. R. Howison, Petersburg, April 3, 1846; box 8, Campbell
spors.
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to be so generous with his knowledge, for, in reference to his &id to
Howison, she wrotet "How kind he was in borrowing from you--It seems
you have to use your brains for your neighbors as well as for yﬂuraalf.’%

To snother member of his femily, his brother, Aleck, Campbell
wrote that for three months or more the Customhouse had been quite a
sinecure, snd at the time of his writing the spring importatiens gave
him sometbing to 40,2l As soon es he finished with them he planned sn
sxcursion to the country "to enjoy the samiles of neture,"22 He had T~
cently received s valuable manuscript account written by their umcle,
Dr. Samuel Campbell, deceassed, of the Indian wars of western Virginias
and particulsrly of the Point Pleasant campaign.? He desoribed it te
Aleck as a "strong gjiaﬂaick dce,ﬁnmt of 76 pages,® snd as he had per-
mission to dispose of it as he wished, he theught of agpending it to
his own work, should he ever succeed inm publiszhing 1t.%4

His extended efforts to find a publisher caused him to write again
to Henry Barmard, whom he asked to help him in any way possible. In s
letter of June 26, 1846, Cempbell told Bamlrd that a firm in Richmond

20. I:ottcr to Campbell from Betty Campbell Maben, Richmond, November 16,
1846; box 8, Campbell Papers.

2l. Letter from Campbell to his brother, Petersburg, April 5, 184i6;

+ box 5, Campbell Papers.

22, Ibid.

23, Ibid. The Battle of Point Pleasant, in what is now West Virginia,
was the sole battle of Lord Dunmore!s War, October 10, 177.. 8ees
"The Battle of Point Plessant®, by J. T. McAllister, Virginie Magawine

of History and Biography, volume 9, pages 395-407; volume 10,

pages 75-82.
2A. Letter from Oupball to his brother, Petersburg, April 5, 1846;

box 5, Campbell Papers.



seemed plessed with his menuseript, but no definitive offer had yet
been made.?5 If he did not hear from them by July 15, he imtended

'tp g9 to New York to try his luck there, pif.h the aid of Barnard.

ity ms. extends from the first gettlement of Virginia to the siege

of York 1781. 1 have the advantage of being fond of the subject &
have devoted more time to it I believe tham snybody else in the Btate.
The work however is short & is properly only a sort of introduction

to our history.®2® He had written over the entire manuscript three
times, and a mumber of influentisl Virginians, among them the Reverend
¥. 8. Plummer, were very favorable and even lavish in thelir praise of
1t.27 In kugust, Campbell wrote to Barnmard that any hopes of publica-
tion then rested meinly on his influence.?® He thought it might be
best to send the manuseript to Bernard, who might do better with Har-
pers or some other publishing hiuse than he would do, for he did not
think he would be good at recommending his omn weres.2? When Bermard
suggested thet he write something for Jared Sparke! Blography, Caupbell
replied that if he succeeded in his "own little history" his smbition
would be satisfied, he believed.0 Im the conclusion of this lstter he

25, Letter from Campbell te Henry Barnard, Petersburg, June 26, 1846;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

26. JIbid,

27.

28, Lnttor from Campbell to Hemry Barnard, August 9, 1846; box 1
Caspbell Papers.

29. Letter from Campbell to Henry Barard, Aug. 9, 1846; box 1, ﬂnpbcli
Papers.

30. Letter from Campbell to Henry Barnard, September 26, 18,63 box 1,
-Supbcll Papers. Evidently Barnard referred to The Library of %&g

pEraphy, which was published, in the first series, 10 vols., 1834«

1838; there were successive series. Articles on noted Amerioans

were contributed by various writers.
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wanted Barnard to know that he xzndorrbomi at last "the force of Job's
wish '0 that mine enemy would write a book'! —- for it involves s world
of trouble.®3l Although he notified Barmard that he would go to New
York im October to contaot various firms, it seems that Campbell did
not make the trip, snd he relied on Barmard's Judgement and sxperience
to arrange with Harpers or snother firm for mbliaatiaa.

One of Cempbell's Richmond friends, John M. Dsniel, wrote to him
to ask for the loan of Keith's Histery of Virginia®® whioch R. R.
Howison had been ueing in writing his History, and he wanted to know
why Campbell's book had not sppeared. Daniel expressed the wish "that
Cempbell's history were on the press instead of Howison's.... Besides
you have devoted all your time to the study of the subject,*>3 and in
bis opinion, Campbell was much better fitted for the task than was
Howisen. Campbell replied that he appreciated Daniel's compliments on
his manuseript, for:

I aa fond of praise & not disposed to quarrel with it for being ex-
travagant.... I usually have a good deal of leisure but it has not been

3i. Letter from Oampbell to Henry Barmard, Petersburg, September 26,
1846; box 1, Campbell Papers.

32. Bir Willies Keith, Tne fistery of the British
Amgrice.... Part 1. contalping the history of

£ Yirginie; with remerks
on the trade snd gonmmerce of that golemy... (L«Mﬁa» Printed at the
axpense of the Society for the emcouragement of learning, by 8.

 Richardson, 1738).
33, Letter to Campbell from John M. Daniel, Richmond, August 28, 1846;
vox 1, Oampbell Papers.
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86 lately & is not at present.... I forwarded my ms. to the Harpers
sbout & fortnight ago & that a friend of mine will essist me with

his good offices in the affair is my hope.... What the result may be
I ocen not divine. Should it be unfavorable, I shall beer it with
great equanimity-~I have lived long emough in the world to become
aceustomed to disappointment or rather net to be disappointed....

The history of Virginiz afforded me a subject, of whiech 1 was natu-
rally fond, -~ a field not much traversed & in which I could smuse
myself, in which I might hope to amuse & possibly even somewhat im-
struct others, without straining the bowstring of the mind too in-
tensely....Although I have spent 8 good many hours in exploring our
old Virginia Chronicles, I have never been long at a time absorbed
in that sort of study--but have indulged my humor. I have read a
good many bocks-~that iz s good many for me & am sble to mske out a
iist of 500volumes. It is probable that I have resd & good many more
tut I cannct recolleot the names of them & of the 500 there are net &
few of which I remember mething but the names. '

As to writing I composs slowly & with difficulty, yet when in the
humer for it, it affords me greast satisfaction & the correcting is as
pleasing as any other part of the process. Writing would be far more
attractive if one were in command of s publisher.... I sometimes for
weoks & months feel in the vein for writing, -- at other times for as
long a period camnot bear to write....34

The hopes which Campbell had of Harpers'! accepting his manusoript
were dashed in November, 1846, snd he turned to B. B. Minor of The
Bouthern Literary Messenger as & possible publisher. Mr. Kinor agreed
to undertake the publication of Cempbell's work in the Messenger, end
Campbell wrote to him in December that it was desirsble that the work
should be completed in the volume of the Mesgenger for 1847.35 He
thought thie gl@t be aceomplished by inserting an sverege of twelve
pages in each number, (smpbell wrote -to Mimor that he proposed to
print five hundred extra coples, a&nd he estimated the cost of that

34. Letter from Campbell to John M. Daniel of Richmond, dated Petershurg,
October 1, 1846; box 1, Campbell Papers.

35. Letter from Campbell to B. B. Minor, Petersburg, December 10, 1846;
box 1, Campbell Pepers.
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number of "extras in aheets"™ would be ninety dollars.36 The delay in
beginning publication was due to his heving had to wait for the retumn
of the manugeript from New York, he wrote to Minor, and he was afraid

this might prevent the commencement of the History is the January num-

ber of the Hessenger.”” He was "At a loss as to divisions and headings
of the chapters.® His ®original plan was to have no chapters but te
insert headings in the body of the texi, as was done in some editions
of Hume.">® In Jamuary, B, B. Minmor wrote to Cempbell that he had
thought of buying "a font of new type for the purpose of printing the
Eistory.® He ssked if Campbell would bear the additionsl expense of
fifty dollars "for the sake ef_: having the extra edition brought out in
handsome style," and evidently Campbell sgreed to this plan.’? Toward
the last part of January, Camphell received the first proof sheets from
Minor, and on the thirty-first of January he tock steps to securs a
eopyﬁght. from the Federal Court in Richmond for the work about to
_appear,40 |
When .the first four chapters of Introduction te the History of the

Soleny spd Anclent Deminion 9f Virginia sppeared im the Februsry issue
of Ihe Southern Literary Messenger, Campbell must have felt that his

36, Letter from Campbell to B, B. Minor, Petersburg, December 10, 1846;

. bex 1, Campbell Papers.

37. Letter from Csmpbell to B. B. Minor, Petersburg, December 29, 1846;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

38. Ibid.

39, Letter to Campbell from B. B, Minor, Janusry 11, 1B847; bex 1,
Caspbell Papers.

40, Letter from Campbell to Williem F, Watson, attorney-at-law, of Rich~
mond, dated Petersburg, January 31, 1847; box &, Campbell Papers.
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"zreet dey" had come et laat.4l The years of research, collecting snd
writing were ended, and, finally, he had brought before the publiec a
work worthy of his pen. The prefetory remerks by the editor, Nr. Hinor,
were not stinting in their praise, and they geve a short resume of the
evolution of Campbell's ides into the work which the Messenger was then
printing:

¥r. Campbell seems to have had an hereditery imterest im Virginia
History; snd for yesrs has been zealously, almost enthusiastically, en~
gaged in researches into it, blending with the subject enough of its
antiquities to add s zest and ensure accuracy., He hap visited and iden-
tified many of the most interesting localities and recsiled their old
associstions; he has gathered many rere relics and other materisls,
and procured works difficult of access. From these and the ordimary
sourcee, he has, after several years devoted to the task, produced a
History of our State down to the close of the Ameriocsn Revolution.
This work he hes had by him in ite finished state nearly two sesrs, and
hes continued to revise and improve it. So that there is resson to ex-
pect that it will be the most interesting, suthentioc and imstructive
work on our History that has yet been presented to the Public. The
suthor's diffidence and exalted idea of the aims and requisites of e
literary work, cisiming public favor, have been obstacles in the way of
its eariier appearance....42

After this promising lsunching, the History began with the year 1492
and the early voyages of discovery to America.43 The February issue
of the Mesgenger carried the story to 1608', sand the ample footnotes
showed the extent of Camphell's resesrches and desire feor accuracy. He

rellied mainly on the histories of Virginia by Willism 8tith, Captain
John Smith, Robert Beverly, Hening's Btatutee st Large and numbers of

4l. The Southern and Western Litersry Messenger and Review, volume 13,
1847: pages 67-80,

42. Jbid., pages 65-66,
43, Mo, Page 67.
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other works on the period 1492 to 1781. Campbell's remarks in con-
nection with the citetions in the footnotes were most Interssting, and
some of the most colorful statements he made sre found there. In spesk-
ing of the erronecus traditions concerning the recall of William
Berkeley to the governorship of Virginia in 1660, Campbell remarked in
e footnote on page 327 that Hening corrected these errors ia his Sta-
Iutes at Large, and Campbell went on to say, "An error in history is
like sheep jumping over a bridge. If ons goes, the rest sll follow,.®
In anether footnote, page 390, he referred to George Bancroft shen he
stated, "I have borrowed freely in this passage, &s in several others,
from this learnad historian, who hag been at the pains to examine our
records so ieng neglected by Virginians themselves.® The entire History
wes divided into thirty-six chspters, and successive issues carried the
narrative to the Battle of Yorktown in 1781. The finsl chspter of the
main body of the work was printed in the December issue.’4 The appemdix
contained a "Memoir of the Battle of Point Pleasant, by Senuel L. Camp-
bell, M. D., of Ro&%ridgo 'Gomity, Virginie,” which included the years
1754 te 177945 This account of Lord Dunmore's War concluded in the
January, 1848, issue of the Messenger, and Campbell's first magnum
,gm was finished.

" Cne of the first objections that enters the mind of & student of
Canmpbell's Higtory 1s that the work was much toe short, for in keeping

Ade :‘m'r‘ai sra and Western Literay Messenger and Review, volume 13,
pages 705-706,
‘5, w}" pages 7T1=-T20,
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down ite size, a8 the author phpne& deliberately to do, too meny fncﬁ
‘had to be omitted. For example, in two psges Campbell summerised the
stirring days at Yorktown from Sugust 2, 1781 to October 19, 1781, end
the battle at Torktown ocoupied only s smell spece in these two pages.
Campbell himself made 1% known that this work was intended only as en
W&M te Virginia history, so perbepe we can not quarrel teo
mich with the brevity of this book. ot muz 1860, when The History
ﬁmgﬂmmmmsgmlﬁpm, did he cover
more adequately some of the material he sifighted in the earlier work.
In this 1847 production, it may be seid thet Cempbell performed the
task of & faithful snnalist without speculating wpon the ceuses of the
events which occurred of upen the principles and motives of the actors
in the drams. It seems that in some cases he used asple footnotes
shere they were not reslly necessary, and in other inetances of gmw ”"
importance he failed to clarify his statements and cite mﬂmﬁﬁn. }.
A1l in all, this production is a smooth, graceful piece of vritiag, m&
Cempbell's unusual phraseology in instances sdds to the eeler md at-w .
mosphere of the whole thing. It is nmot aurprilin;ﬁ alsoe, th;.t fm .
time to tise he indulged in gensslogloal referemces, for his interest.
ia family history was & most absorbing one, and 1t wonld be expected A
thet he would work in, so;chav, 'shg many sndless notes he had made on

family relationships in the Old Dominion,
Oumpbell recognised soss of the errors he had mzde in the History

before others ocalled his atteation to them. In a letter to Jared
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Sparks, May 16, 1848, he revealed that he had committed a serious error
in sttributing the Virginia Bill of Rightﬁ to Themas Jefferson, for
George HMason wes the suthor.4® He also believed he had fellowed Wirt's
Bistory teo closely and had gone too far in censuring ‘the Virginie Com-
mittee of Bafety for their conduct toward Patrick Henry in his ailitary
character.4” When it was too late for correction, he found from & let-
ter of General Washington's, in Jared Sparks' The Life of Georxe Wash-
ington, that the Commander in Chief thoughbt that Patrick Henry wes
altngstimr out of his element in the Army and had sxpressed the hap‘o
that Henry would resign.4® To Jared Sparks Campbell wrote that he would
have modified his account of the affair had he seen Sparks' bosk in
t;me.“" jneiho;’ error concerned the date of the imtroduction of negroes
iato Virginia. Campbell eaid in this work that it was 1620, and the
Reverend William H. Foots, of Romney, Virginia, wrote to hin about this
erronecus statesent.’0 Caupbell answersd that he had followed Stith

46. Letter from Campbell to Jared Sparks, ¥ay 16, 1848: from the Jared
ESparks Papers, Library of Harvard University,

47. Ibid.

A8, Ibid.

49. Jbid.
50. Letter from Campbell to the Rev. Willlam H, Foote of Romney, Vir-

ginis, April 5, 1847; box 1, Campbell Papers. The Reverend Willism
‘Henry Foote, D. D, (1794-1863), pastor of the Presbyterien Church,
‘Romney, Virginia, was an author and historisn. He wrote

__ of Virginia (lst Series) (Philadelphia, Willism S. Martien, 1850),
which csme out in a second series and & revised edition of the seo~
ond series. He also wrote Sketches of Horth Carolina (New York,
R. Carter, 1B46). BSee: E. G. Swem, 4 Bibiiography of Virginia,
Part I.
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and other writers in placing the ;gat,- at 1620, slthough he confessed
that "Rolfe in Smith would seem to make it 1619"51 He went on to
mte Rolfe's words: *For to begin with the yssr of our Lord 1619
Vi;han arrived a little pemnsce privately from Englsud sbout Easter
for Captsin Argell who taking order for his affairs within four or
five days returned in her, £0.°5% Tnis statement in itself dees not
seem conclusive proof, but evidently Campbell thought so.

The reviews of his work were full of praise snd, at the most,
mildly oritical. Campbell was so pleased with & number of them that
he pasted the clippings in a screpbook, snd hence it has bsen possible
to resd what some of the author's contemporaries thought of his pro-
duction. The Richmond Examiner wrote that this book had been expected
for some time, because for the pu;t fifteen or twenty yesrs Campbell
had been seen aonoatm books, various manusoripts amd visiting aim
of outstanding events in Virginia's history.5> The review went on “to
state that caapbou's charascter as & writer had been well knowm thrmgh
¥the many {ragments of nmarration, the discussion of mooted huwmm
questions and other fugitive pieces which he has already published.®
The *rhythmical music in the sentences vh;\ph charms the esr at inter-
vals, the peculiar species of quiet humor, ﬁhe 0dd besnuty Qf sxpression

51. Letter from Campbell to the Rev. Willism H, Foote of Rommey, Vir-
ginia, April 5, '1847; box 1, Campbell Papers.
52. lbid.
53. Hewspaper olipping fros The Richmond Examiner, no date, entitled
W‘Mpbon'a History of v:lrgiau, pested in sorapbook; box 9, Cemp-
aporm
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and the mingling of whimsical with elegant idess™ reminded the re-
viewsr of Charles Lamb,’ However, this wes not the book which the
publie had expected of Campbell, for "§§ seens to have been haunted
during its composition with the fesr of making a big book. He has
eéxcluded every word not essential to the parrative.®55 The reviewer
‘oonsidered the work disappointing as a plece of composition, but the
originelity of it was a saving factor, and it was considered them the
standsrd work on the history of Virginia.5¢ Ainother favoreble oriti-
oism was that of the Reverend Dr. Alezander in Ihe Primceton Review of
'&m.'m.ﬂ Dr. Alexander began by snnouncing the name of Camp-
bell's book and then ssying, "Under this modest title we have a valu-
sble work, the produet of uncommon imdustry and sincere zeal for the
interests snd homor of & noble State."8 He thought it wes s "straight-
forward, unvamished chronicle,” sud he wes delighted with the “antique
and suthentic phraseology” whioh Campbell gave from old recerds. To
Dr. Alexsnder, "these things savored of exactness," and "in meny places
he oould have amplified the narrative with more citing from suthorities
of undoubted credit, and thus he could heve added to the sprightliness

54. HNewspaper clipping from The Richmond Examiner, no date, entitled
"Campbell’s History of Virginis,® pasted in & sorapbook; box 9,
Campbell Papers.

55. Ibid.

56. Ibid. |

57. Clipping from The Prinoceton Review, April, 1848, "Article by the
Rev. Dr, Alexander,® pasted in a scrapbook; box 9, Campbell Papers,

58. Inpid.



and value of the narrative., The work abounds in fact and is free

from redundant observations., With s more _i‘ctraetive exterior and a fill-
ing up of the outline it would commend wide attention."? Campbell's
resmarks on the development of Presbyterianism in Virginia drew praise
from The Watchmen and Observer, in 1847, in a review called "The Origin
of Presbyterisnism in Virginis from the Introduction to the History of
the Coleny snd Ancient Dominion of ﬂrg_igit."& Before quoting a
lengthy passage from Mbell'; book, the review stated: %The last
number of the Scuthern and Western Literary iessenger and Review com-
taing a contimuation of this History, by Mr. Charles Campbell. In the
29th chapter, which extends from 1723 to 1749, there is a brief, but we
believe a very correct sccount of the introductisn of Presbyterianiesm

in this sectien of the country. Though many of the facte are not new to
our readers, still we are under the impression that they will all be
gratified in seeing the; presented in this authentie and cmdmad ‘fam‘-.'j"ﬁ

59. Clipping from The Princeton Review, April, 1848, firticle by the
Rev. Dr, Alexander," pasted in a scrapbock; bex 9, Campbell Papers.
60, Clipping from The ¥atohmen snd Observer: ®The Origin of Presbyteri-
anisz in Virginia from the Imtroduction to the History of the Celony

and Ancjent Dominion of Virginia, pasted in a ser-phcok; box 9,
Campbell Papers.

The Watchman and Qbserver, 1845-1855, was a Presbyterian uekl.y psper
published in Bichmond. See: Lester J. Cappon, Virginis W

1821-1935, page 191.
€1, Clipping from The ¥atchman snd Observer: "The Origin of Presbyteri-

anism in Virginia from the Introduction to the History of the Colony

and Ancient Dominion of Virgimia, pasted in a scrapbock; box 9,
Campbell Papers.
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The remeinder of the year 1847 was occupied by Campbell in correct-
ing the proof sheets of his history as thay were sent to him by MNr.
Hecfarlane, one of the printers of the m.& In Septembsr he
wrote to Macfarlane that he had seen that The Southern Literary Messsnger
was for sale., "I wish some man of money would purchase it & pay me &
good salary for writimg for it. I think I have & turn that way; I cer-
tainly have had a sort of s hankering for it for some yearo.‘63 The
magasine was sold in October to John R, Thempson, who wrote to Campbell
that he greeted the author ss one of the Messenger's best contributors,
"% I beg to assure you of the pleasure it will alweys afford mes t¢o make
the Messenger the vehicle of your thoughts & fancies."64

Although the chief interest of this paper in Campbell's life stops
with the yesr 1847, nevertheless after that date and until his loss of
;mity in 1873, he geve much to his state in the way of contributing
short articles to newspapers and magazines, editing, and publishing other
works. His srticles in The Southern Literary Messenger continued for a
number of years, and he seems to have been a most welcome contributor

at all times., In 1860 he published s new work, History of the Colony
and Anoient Dominiop of Virginia.55 Besides this work, some others were:

62. Letter from Campbell to Mr. Macfarlane, Petersburg, September 6, 1847;
box 1, Campbell Papers.

63. Ibid.

64, Letter to Campbsll from John R. Thompson, Richmond, October 2, 1847;

box 1, Campbell Papers.
65. Eistory of the Colony snd Ancient Dominton of Virginis (Lippincett
& Co., Philadelphia, 1860).
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Some Materials to Serve for s Brief Memoir of John Dely Burk: Author
of & History of Virginia,% The Geneslogv of the Spotswood Family in
8ootland and Virginia,b7 and the introduction which Campbell wrote to
the 1855 reprint of Robert Beverley's The History and Present State of
Virginia in Four Parts.68 Besides his ocoupation with writing, Camp-
bell had time to teach a classiocsl school in Petersburg, and, from
1855 to the introduction of the public school system in 1870, he was
principal of the Anderson Seminsry, a free school in ,P’ataraburg‘f’? He
was an honorary member of a number of historical secieties ia the vari-
ous states, and in 1847, when the Virginis Historieal and Philosophical
8oclety was reorganised, he was appointed s corresponding member "in
appreciation of his labors in the same dause 2= the Society."’C Many
of the Revolutionary letters which he had found at "Cewsons" were

given to this society.’} If Oampbell had tried to accomplish less,

the tax on his health would not have been so great, and he might have

66, Charles Gampbell, ed., Some Materials to Serve for & Brief Memoir
of John Daly Burk... {Albany, N. L, Joel Munsell, 1868).

67. Charles Cempbell, ed., Genealogy of ihe Spoiswood Femily in Scot-
land and Virginis (Albeny, privately printed, 1848).

68. Introduction by Charlea Campbell to the reprint from the 2ad.
edition of Robert Beverley, The of Virginie in Four Parts...
{London, 1722) (Riohmond, Va., 1855).

69. Obituary of Charles Campbell by Ro’bert A. Brock in The

: Richmond, Va,, September 7, 1876; box 7, Campbell Papers.

70, Letter to Campbell from William Maxwell, Richmond, February 22,
1847; box 1, Campbell Papers. Mr. Maxwell was the corresponding
secretary of the Virginis Historicel and Philesophicsl Spoiety at
that time.

71. In one of the sorapbooks in Campbell's handwriting: "List of the
manuscripts communicated to Virginia Hist. Society Augt 1847 by
Charlea C.." box 5, Campbell Papers.



lived to & much riper age. His mind collapsed completely in 1873,

and he was sent to the Western State Hospital at Btaunton, Virginis,
whers he died on July 11, 1876. He was buried at old Blandford Church,
Pestersburg, where he had walked so often in his earlier daye.

The part which Charles Campbell played on the stage of his De-
loved 014 Dominion was not one whioh loomed large im the eyes of the
world, yet it was an essential part. Through his imsatists love for
the past snd the relics of that past, he stirred a laggard intersst
among his fellow Virginians in the necessity for preserving the mate~
rials which had come down to them, Although he can not be oonsidered
an historian of the highest order, his comtributions to eelonial
American history in t‘ha‘ form of eplleetieﬁ_& and short articles, as
well as hias two major works on Virginia history, cen not fail to evoke
appreciation and admiration, His claim to attenticn rests mainly on
his labors 28 a collector of facts de&ling‘with the past, rather them as
an interpreter of the significance of those facts. The character of
Charles Ceampbell, the man, seems & rather difficult oms to classify.
Certainly his qualities of kindliness, thoughtfulness towards others,
generosity and gquiet humor are evident in his letters. That there was
a stresk of instability, indecision and hypochondria is not to be denied.
Buch of the blame for this must rest on the peculiar type of headache he
guffered through the ;argar part of his life., A more stable element
sesmed to enter his maske-up in the 1850's, after his marriage to liss
Anne Birdsall of Rehway, New Jersey, but he was never a healthy person
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__fra the time qr his first mmma and loss of sanity in 1836. The

"".mutm which he seemed to w pltimﬁ.y mt have influenced his

vtriting fer more than we inew, and it rmm far wE t@ wonder thet he
mu so well end accomplished g0 meh ia . baay fu.fe sgainst such

‘heavy odds,



BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Manusgcript Sources

The Campbell Pspers, Library of the College of William end Mary in
Virginia, cover the years 1750-1880. They are divided inte
ten boxes. The collection consists of letters and doocuments
written or collested by Charles Campbell and members of his
family. These include Campbell's business correspondence with
editors of The Seuthern Litersry Messeager, publishing firms,
historieal societies, historians and authors. The letters de-
twesn Charles Campbell and the vericus meambers of his family
have been used as the chief source of dats for this paper.
Among the eighteen scrapbooks in the collectien are several
which had served originally as acocount books for Osmpbell's
father, John Wilson Campbell. Some of these contain a number
of original letters written by George Washington, Wilson Miles
Cary, Cole Digges, Edmund Rendolph, John Jameson snd others.
There sre also various asps, breadeides, newspepers and prints
in the collestion, A rich fund of material on Virginians of
the nineteenth century, on local color and the life of the times
mey be found in The Campbell Papers.
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The Jered Sparks Papers, This colleotion has besn drawm upom for a
wumber of letters written by Charles Campbell to Jared Sparks,
the Massachusetts histerian, during the yesrs 1839 to 1848, Ia
the Lidbrary of Harvard University, Canbridgs, #assachusetits.

Campbell's printed works (1834-1847) may be found inthe rpubwigg
periodicalss |

Ihe Farmer's Register, edited by Edmund Ruffin.
Printed in Petersburg, ﬂrgmin, by Edmund snd Mian mm,u
I (Mey, 1834), 701,763. -
1T (November, 1834), 3?0-374-
II1 2Kombor, 1835), 38,
m: (July, 1839), 407-408.

Ihe New Yorker, e¢dited by Haraoa Gresley &ad Purk Bsnjmm
Published by Horsce Greeley and Company, New York.
VII (1339), 136}3“0

‘ ) Kesponger, published in Riahnénd, vi?mii »
md Tted omas ¥. White, B, B. Minor snd John R. Thompson
during the period of years which this peper cawrs

11 (1836), 354355.
Iv (1838), 25-28, 231-232, 654-655. |
v (1839), 328»336. 406-407, 540, 572, 662, 689, 788.
{m‘”’ 40, 85-88, 245-248, 337-341, 385-337. VAT
VIT (1841), 219-232, 335-337, 575-576.
IX (1843), 569"5633 591592, 693-696, T2B-729.
XTI (3845), 48, 144-148, 231-235, 231-.237. 370-375.
IIIT (1847) (This volume, which carries the Jatrodyction 1o ihe
Higtery of the Coleuy and Anclient Dominion of Virgiais,

is cutitled; mmm&%mm

£4 Review), 129-144, 193-208, 257-276, 321-340, -

385-400, A49-4bh, EN3-528, 5T7-596, £L9-672, T05-720,
XTIV (1848), 17-26.
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Secondary Works

Ballagh, James Curtis, "Charles Campbell, *Dictionary of Americas
Biography, ITI (1929), 451.

Ceppon, Lester J., Yirginis Feuspspers 1821-1935, New York, 1936.

Catalogue of the m Fhig Society (of Princeten Univereity),
Pﬁnﬁim, . .

Catelogue of the Officers and dlumni W%mm&m
Lexington, Virginia, 1749-1888, Baltimore, 1883,

Fedoral Writers Program of the fiorks Project Administratien, compilers,
Yirginia, & Guide to the Uld Dominlon, New York, 1940.

Jackeon, David K., compiler, IThe and Coptritutions to The
Southern Literarvy Messenger 1834-—18 l;) s Cherlettesville,

Virginia, 1936,

Bwen, Earl Gregg, "An Analysis of Ruffin's Farmers' Register, with a
Bibdliogrephy of Edeund Ruffin,” Bullotdn 52 the Virginis State
Library, XI, 42-144. '

» A Bibliography of Virginis, Pari I
(Bulletin of the Virginis State Library, VIII), Richmond, 1916

g Hepapine of History snd IX (1901-1902), 395-407;
X (1902-1903), 75-82; XXIX (1921), 261.

Billism snd Mery Quarterly, First Series, XXI (1912}, 136-137.

Wyatt, Eduard A., IV., #Charles Campbell, Virginia's '0ld Mortalityt*,"
Sketches, no. 5, ed. by J. D. Eggleston, Charle*btesvﬂh,
thmu s 1935,



William H. Cryer

County Teacher Drowns
Despite Student’s Efforts

mIG 10 iQfiv

Time:-phpalfh Neves Bureau
WILLIAMSBURG, Aug. 9-
A Hermitage High School
teacher was missing and pre-
sumed drowned Friday in the
James river despite a student’s

efforts to save him.

William H. Cryer, 39, of El-
lerson apparently suffered a
cramp and disappeared while
swimming in the James about a
half-mile from the mouth of
the Chickahominy river.

James E. Keaton, 17-year-old
student of Cryer’s at the Hen-
rico county high school, tried
but failed to .save the teacher.
The two were on an outing to
celebrate the end of summer
school.

Decided to Swim

ton told police he and

C were aboard on outboard
m boat and decided to take
a

outh said Cryer sudden-
ly shouted for help. Keaton

fried to pull him toward the
boat hut could not maintain a
grip.

nhe youth said he passed out
from physical exhaustion when

he got back to the boat. Upon
recovering he went ashore and
telephoned authorities.

The drowning occurred at
approximately 12:45 p.m. Wal-
ler Dutton, deputy sheriff for

James City county, said the
water in the area is 8-to-10
feet deep.

Skin divers and a helicopter
crew from Ft. Eusti,s began a
search for the body Friday
afternoon.

The Hermitage student, son
of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Kea-
ton of Wistar rd., said he threw
out a lifesaver cushion with an
anchor attached in an attempt
to mark the spot where Cryer
went under. However, the
marker apparently had drifted
away. Searchers did not find it.

Cryer, who taught govern-
ment and history, was faculty
sponsor for the Hermitage Key
dent.

They camped at a cottage
owned by the boy’s father on
Diascund creek and planned a
picnic lunch on the banks of
the James after a short boating
trip.



VITA

¥William Howell Cryer

Born S&ptm’wr 16, 1915, ﬁinit"crx, Texns.
Attended Winters Eizh Séhn@l, ﬁhtera, Taxu, 1927.1931.
8tudent at Paric Jxm&ar callese, ?ari.a, Tn:ms , 1931-1932.

Attended ﬂcﬂurry Gollege, Abilene, Taxaén 1932-1933, 1924~1936.
Repaived Baaholor af suiuace dcgma. 193 o«

httended tha thhmud &choel at Art, Eiahmd Division, College
of Wlllan and ll’ary, 1936-—&938. aeoeived Bashelor of Fine Arts

degree, 3.938.

Tescher at' Himorx wd hﬂiﬂh, Aanl;.; Hiﬁ: School, Amelia,
Virginia, 1?39—19&2 .

Arny of the Unitéd Btatea, 1%2-&"%6
Graduate student in Histcny, sallage of Willianm and Mary, 1946-1947.

Candidate for the m.ater of Arta degree from the College of Willianm
and Nary, hugust, 1947.



	Charles Campbell: Early Life and Works (1807-1847)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1539789128.pdf.UzuAl

