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iv
PREFACE

F{m"m"wmgiy 1ittle has been written sbout James Blair,
1656<17h3« Prominent in meny fields of activity in Colonial Virginia,
his carcer coinecides with and complements the history of the Church,
the State and the Colleoge of William and MHayy for the closing years
of the soventeenth century and almost half of the eighteenth century.
Able, conscientious, and contentious he was a part of all that went
on in hiz long years as colonial administrator par cxcellence. It is
hoped that s schelar will come along and put James Blair in a book
all his own,

I have enjoyed knowing Mr. Blair through the scattered
Pages of history. My research in the fine library at the College of
William and Mory was made possible by the help of James A, Servies,
librarian, end Herbert ‘E%/. Ganter, archivist. I sppreciate their
interest and assistance. My thanks also go to the professors at the
¢ollege who offered suggestions and read the monuseript: Dr. Richard
lee Morton; Dr. William W, Abbot and Dr. Iawrence W. Towner ~ especially
the latter who exhibited rare patience and perseverance; Dr. Jomm Y,
Jennings, Director of the Virginia Historical Socicty for use of the
Gooch Fapers on microfilm in the library of the Ressarch Department of
Colonial Williamsburg, Incorporated; and to my geod friend, ¥rs.
Vipginia Swain, without whose attention to detall and nimble fingers

. o the typewriter, this thesis could never have been completed.



EARLY YEABS IN VIRGINIA

4 most laborious man™ was Jamss Blatr of Colondal
Virginia. Hs was Commissary of the Bishop of london for fifty-four
yeare. He won one of the Sounders of the College of ¥illlanm and
¥ary and ito Fresident for £ifty years. During these same years,
he vas from tims to tine & merber of the Covermnor's Counoll,
President of that Council for a perdod, and ot one time acting
Governor of the Colomys Iittle went on in Virginis from 1685 to
1743 thet did not emcern this versatile cleris, sducetor, politiclsn,
and sxerclsey of powers OFf the meny and varied sdversaries with
whom Jomes Blaly tongled in o long and contentious career, Death
was the cnly ons who ever permanently defeatsd hims Even then
Blaiy fought valisntly: %He struggled with the Congueror for ten
dags, after the doctors had declared he could fiot ive ten houre,”

Jamws Blaiy was o Scot; a4 faot whish contributed to his
strong moral, and uncompromising character ot the same time that it
added to his troudles in & world run by Englishuen. BNorn in 1656,
probably in Sdinburgh, hs was the son of the Bsverend Robert Blalw,
a minister of the Chuvsh of Sgotlands. A% Lha age of elsven, he went
off to Narischal Collegs in Absrdesn where he held the Crombie, a
scholarship in Gpeelt, for two yesrs. He subsequently attendsd the
University of Edinbuvrgh, from which he recsived his master's degres
in 1573 ab the age of seventesn.>



The next six years, so far as we know, were spent out
of formal academic life, probably at home, studying for the ministry
with his father. In 1679, Robert, Viscount of Oxfulrd, owner of the
advowson of the parish of Cranston in the diocese of Edinburgh,
presented the young man to the Right Reverend John Wishart, Bishop
of Edinburgh, for ordination and admission to the pastoral charge
of Cranston. He wao ordained by the Bishop and served as Rector
there for two yea:wf*

Blair had his fipst brush with eivil authority when he
refused to take the Test Oath enacted by the Secottish Parliament
under the aegis of Poman Catholic James, Duke of York, Charles II's
comissioner in Scotland.’ Consequently he was ejected from his
parish. He left Scotland for Iondon with a letter of recommendation
from the Bishop of Edinburght "To all concerned, these are to
‘certify & declare, that the bearer hereof, Mr. Jas. Blair, Presbyter,
did officiate in the Service of the Holy Minletry as Rector in the
“Parish of Cranston, in my Diccese of Edinburgh for several years
preceding the year 1682, with exsmplary diligence, care and gravity,
& did 4n all the course of his Ministry, behave himself Loyally,
Peaceably & Canonically, & that this is & truth I certify by these
presents, written and Substribed with my own hand, the 19th day of
Aug*t. in the year 16&3.“6 By resisting the governmsnt, he lost not
only his parish, but also all hope of getting another church position
in Scotian& or England—a fact which was to influence his whole life
in Virginia.



In london, James Blair worked for three yearg at the
secular employment of Clerk in the office of the Master of the Rolls.
Beinig & minister in the Church of Scobland, and in poor standing at
that, he was not eligible to hold a clerdcal position in England,
The shaky English Parliament was demanding a kind of loyalty from
its Church leaders that James Blair was not veady to give. But bhe
soon came to the attention of Dp. Henry Compton, Bishop of londen,
who was ever on the look-out for good men to £ill the many benefices
under his care; farther afield.

The Bishop of Iondon was not anly responsible for his
English Mocese, he was also charged with the supervision of the
Church of England beyond the seas. The origins of this colonial
power of the Bishop are obscure. But the policy seems to have been
established by Archbishop laud as part of the Stuard plan to extend
the Church to every part of the world where England was in power.
Igud wrote to the merchants of Delph on duly 17, 1634, that it was
the "King's wish that you conform to the doctrine and diseipline of
the Church of England under the jurisdietion of the Bishop of Tondon. "7 -

Getting missionary clergy to go to the colonies was not
easy. In a land where life itself was insecure, such ministerial
matters as salaries, tenure of office, and living conditions were
also uncerbain. The BEnglish clergymen in Virginia must have felt
themselves to be in the backwaters of culture as they tried to
establish church life among the people of their sprawling parishes:
The rough, unsettled times worked against the orderly organization



of the Church of England. It is to the credit of Bishop Compton
and the general run of English clergy that many good men did come
over in thé Jate seventeenth century to serve in the church. Philip
Alexarider Bruce has written that, "All the surviving records of the
Seventeenth century go to show that, whatever, during that long
period; may have been the infirmities or unworthy traits of individusl
clergymen, the great body of those officiating in Virginia were men
who performed all the duties of their sacred calling in a manner
entitling them to the respect, reverence, and gratitude of their
parishgmrs."a
Se it was that in 1685 the Bishop of london gave James
Blair a license to preach in the Colony of Virginia, an érder on the
Treasury for % 20 to pay his passage over, and a certificate to
present to the Governory; lord Howard of Effingham, temporarily in
london. Blair received instructions from the latter, as Ordinary or
deputy of the King.

’ The New World must have looked strange and yet inviting to
the young msn who had grown up on the misty moors of Scotland ,ami who
had recently lived among the sooty chimney-pots of london. He was
used to poverty and £ilth and cold. But in Virginia, a contemporary
historian wrote: "They live in so happy a climate, and have 80
fertils g soil, that nobody is poor ‘enocugh to beg or want :éot:rch“?

The parish to which Blair was sent was Varina, or Henrico,
_in one of the oldest settlements in the colonys on the James River
fall~line east of the present City of Richmond. It was still frontier



land and thinly settled. The amall community, with its church,
jall, court-~house, and a few homes, was on the north bank of the
river. Travel was generally by water, and when Blair went ¢alling
on his parishioners, he went down the river in his sloop, stopping
off at small farms and plantations on both sides of the curving river.
The plantation homes weres always open to visiting clergy-
mens '"Wakefisld," the home of Colonel Benjamin Harrison, in Surry
Cﬁumty‘mn the south side of the James River, must have been especially
hospitable, The Colonel's seventeen«year-old daughter, Sarah, caught
Blair's eye and, after only three month's courtship, they were
marvied in 1687, Ve know very little of the iady who was Mps., James
Blair: Perhaps ill health or a retiring disposition kept her out of
‘the public eﬁﬁ. Several very small tid-bits give a slight bit of
color, bubt absclutely no substance, to an wnfortunately shadowy figure.
The double grave~stone of Sarah Harrison Blair and James Blair in the
old church~yard at Jamestown is split and cracked open by a huge
gycamore tree that has grown up between the two graves. Family trad=-
ition claims that nature is paying her back and it serves her right-—
she refused to say "Obey" in the marriage ceremony! She is alleged
to have saild "No Obey" three times when questioned as many times by
a probably startled clergyman.
Wiliiam,ﬁyrd of "Westover" refers to Sarah Harrison
Blair soms nine times in his dlary. Most of the references were sinply

to her being present at some gathering. But once she was in "good



hoalth and very good humor," snd agein she was "sick end talked
queerdys" The lengest reference occurs an Harch 2, 1709: "1 was
very mich surprised to find Mrs. Blair drunk, vhich ie growing

pretty common with her, and her relatione disgulse it under the noms
of consolation,"® Sne died in 1713 and her husbend never re-married.
. The couple had no children; go she mas denied thot one claim to fams
that most colonial women had, descendants,

Blair'e marriage to the daughter of one of the mﬁ@tmx
tieni of the colony did much to tring him inte the public eye and to
give him social and political sbonding. It must neccsparily have
given hinm a much broader vision of colonial affalrs than he would
have had from his small parish st $he edge of the wilderness. The
tmenty=odd famildes who were beginning to cansolidnte into a distinct
¢lass of landed aristosraty welcomsd few cubsiders 6 newconers,
Inter-marviage wad the general rule. ¥ogb of the founders of thess
families had come woll-endowed to the dolonys Benjemin Harrison I
was ong of tho few who had srrived inconspicususly. We do not know
vhen oy from whence he cames First mention of him was made vben he
was Clerk of the Hoyal Council in 163k. He was elected to the Houss
of Burpesses from Surry County in 1642. His son, Benjamin II, Sarah's
father, was also a Burgees, laber being tapped for the Gouncil.
Acoerding to the record, braing, business acumen and geed looks were

& Harrison ﬁﬁﬂmwm
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A brief glance abt thid elass of colénials will show that
Blair had definitely Yarrived" upon the public scens. "By this
time," writes Bornard Bailyn, "a permanent ruling class was in evidence
in Virginia, broadly based in leading county families and dominated
at a provincial level by a privileged officialdom.sss There was an
acceptance of the fact that certain families were distinguished from
others in riches and dignity, and that to them political autherity
was a8 a matter of course to bo accordeds... Seldom has a governing
group so fully Jjustified itself q"lg

James Blair's first five years at Varina, 1685+1690,
were uneventful. We have no reports or letters for this peried but
he mast have been busy getbing to know the workings of this new land
and its government. While there was little offieial connection between
the forty-eight parishes in the dolony in the way of conventions or
Joint reporting, he was learning how the Church of England was faring
in its colonial fields™® He was laying the grouwndwork for a sbruggle
yfar personal power that would at one time or another in ‘thé fifty
years after 1690 involve his family connections, the local church
vestries, the ¢lergy convocations, the House of Burgesses, the
Governor's Council, the Royal Governors, the Privy Council, the Arch=
bishop of Canterbury and ths King himself,

A inconspicuous man in an out-of-thewway corner of one
of England's many colonies was spending five quiet years laying away
trouble for a great many people. He was to be part of the movemsnt



that shifted the locus of power from the King to the ¢olony, and the
lives of many men were changed in the struggle. But before this
struggle was even begun, Jamea Blair had to find out about his new
world.

The chh of England in Virginia in 169 was mere under
the thumb of the King then of the Bishop of london, But Bishop Compten
in landon continued to be interested in the welfare of the colonial
parishes that were only partly under his jurisdietion. The Governoy
received instruction conceming the church in his coleny from the
Privy Council, represefting the King, and not ifrom the Bishop of london.
Beginning about 1680, and with the strong urging of Bishop Compton,
an instruction from the Crown was given to each governor to see ™hat
God be duly served, the Book of Common Prayer, as it now established,
read each Sunday and Holy Day, and the Blesssd Sacrament administered .
according to the rules of the Church of England. 4nd our will and
pleasure 18 that no minister be preferred by you to any ecclesisstical
Benefice in our colony without a certificate from the Iord Bishop of
londen, of his being comformable to the Doctrines of the CGhurch of
Fngland. "

The laws passed by the G@rxaz;&l Assembly in Virginia \ahew
that the leaders of the ¢olony were just ag converned over the proper
functioning of the Church as were the King and Privy Council in Bngland.
In the earliest extant records of this body, from 1619 on, there are
laws requiring that a place be set apart for a church an every plantation,



that attendencs be made obligatory, and thob all shouwld conform
to the canons and usages of the Ohurch of Eaglonds The inhabitants
wore to show tho clergy proper reupect and $o pay them "out of the
£1rst and best tobacce and corns "0

Through the years, new acts were added end old ones
amplified to otrengthen the position of the Church and improve the
condition of the clergy. The revision of all the laws of tho colony
in 1662 sctoblished the framework for the cowplex yelaticnchip of
shureh and otute which stood for the remainder of %ha.euzmm poriods
Inws; which in England weve made and carried cut by eccelesiastical
povers, wore made and enforeed here by civil outhoritics. The Governor
of Virginis had the responoibility of inducting into the parishes
the clergymen vhom the Bishop of lenden had Meenseds It wso he,
Blso, whe probated wills and gronted mareisge licenses. Theee three
functions belonged to the bishops in foglinde Thue the powsr of the
Church wae more limited in the ¢olonies than in the mother country.

There had besn talk ssveral times during the seventeenth
century of a resident blohop in the colomies. In 1672 a charter was
dram up in Bngland for the creation of a Plocese of Virginia, which
wig to include Bermuda. By 1675 an "old friend of the king,” Alexander
Yoray, wao selocted ae bishop~designate. He had servod Vare Farish in
Gloucestor County. Hoarings wore Lald upon his qualificetions for the
position and then the book in closed. Records ars too fragmentary to
deteruine exactly what happened to cnuse the failure of this plane The
charter wae never signod by the King and ao the Reversnd Hp, Moray and
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the demend for an Amsrican eplscopate dropped for the time being
fyom colonial himw’m

Iator, others advocated a bishop for Virpinia. Bishop
Compton in 1707 pointed oub the obvious neod for adoquate splocopal
supervicion., Ho suggested that “an sbsolute Bishop would not be
to proper st dsast o bepin with as & &zfﬁmgma"w His carofully
sorkedeout plan nover had a trial, although the Sooisty for the
Propapetion of tho Cospel in Foreign Parts also sgitoted for s bishep
for all the colonles. Queene Anne was definitely Interested, but she
and Bishop Compton died within a year of each other and tholr vespediive
succossors were uninterasted in the preblanms 4 biochop for oversess
churéhmen did not become & reality until ofter the Revolution. Then
the Amovdcan bishop-towbe had to go to Scotland for bis conseorstion,
The fired comdosayy and the first bishop in Englishespoaking North
Amordcan beth came to power through the side door of Scotland.

Iocal ehurch government in the fortyweight scattered
pavishes of Virginia, serving ite 40,000 inhabitents, was in the
hands of the individual church wvestries. m matxy in Virginia,
though inherited. from ¥ngland, was i fact shaped by tho coemditions
ond reeds of 1ifo in §h$ wlmwm " evory Parich, by the law
of dthat Commtry, there 1o o Vestyy mé&aﬁmg of twolve Men, chosen
at £iret by all the Hasters of Families in tho Parich. They have a
power to sontinue themaelven, for a,é one dyes or removed oub of m




POLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY

Parigh, the remaining Vestrymen chuse another in his room. Those
Vestry-men lay the Parish levy, and manage all other pam;:hial
¥atters. The Power of presenting Ministers is in them by the Iaw

of that Country. ndd These self-perpetuating vestries had meny duties
other than parochiale They supervised the land processioning, or
surveying; each year, they were responsible for the charity work of
the commmity, and in general they supervised the moral welfare of the
parish as a whole,

That church and state were inseparsble in the lower
echelons in Colonial Virginia was shown by the composition of the
ecoclasiastical and the politiecal ruling bodies in the local communities.
Many Vestrymen were Justices of the Peace and, as such, comprised the
local courts. Many members of the House of Burgésses wers vestrymen
back home. These leaders were msn of substance and education and it
worked well to have the "westries be the depositories of local power
in Virginia."?°

The churchwardens, chosen each year by the minister, had
speeific tasks. They were required to keep the churéﬁ building in
repair, to collect and pay the minister's salary, and to present to
the County Courts those persons charged with "offenses against morals
and religion. nd lay leaders were also imporbant members of the
ruling group in the loecal church. Many perishes ware t;‘w large for
one church to serve all the inhabitants, so provision was made for
"chappelle of ease", small bulldings, to be built and to be served
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by laymen, "grave and sober persons of good iife and cmxﬁersatimg“zg

A house and farm land, known as the glebe, were to be furnished the
minister in addition to a salary "to be paid in valuable and current
comodityes of the country," an amount egual to at least eighty pounds
sterling a y@ar,gf’

The proper payment for a preacher was a subject for
frequent debate and legislation, Sometimes his sermons were worth
their weight in tobacco and sometimes they were not. This salary was
actually paid in tobaceco and getting the proper amount and grade of
tobaceo to equal a cash settlement of eighty pounds reouired some
degerdemain,

The induction of clorgymen was another difficult problem.
The vestries were instructed by law to present their minister to the
Royal Governor for induction.?® He in tum had been instructed by
the King to induct those men when presented for induction. A minister,
thus presented and then inducted, c¢ould hold his parish job for life.
Theoretically everyone then lived happily ever after. Put actually
the parishes sometimes got stuck with an unsatisfactory gentlemen of
the cloth. Consequently, few clergymsn were prescnted.

It must be remembered that none of the seventeenth century
clergymen were native sons. They came as strangers to a new and
changing land. #nd they wers strangers to their parishoners. So the
vestries did not present their clergymen for induction, but merely
engaged them on & year-to-~year basis., Blair referred to this practice
a8 "a contrary custom of making annual agreements with the ministers
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which they call by a name coarse enough, viz. Hiring of the Minister, n25
This system was nob necessarily a disadvantage, To
Robert Beverley, it seemed actually an advantage. "No qualified
clorgyman ever returned to England for want of preferment in Virginia,"
he wrote., "The minister failing to secure induction enjoyed by force
of his agreement with the vestry all the pecuniary advantages possaessed
by the one who had been inducted:. The averags clergymen in Virginia
was in a better position, from a worldly point of view, than the
average member of his calling residing in $he rural districts of
England. w26
James Blair in 1690, after five years residence, found the
Church of England wellwestablished in Virginias The final awthority
in church affairs was the Royal Governor; who received his orders from
the Privy Council in England, acting for the Kings Thus the locus of
power was definitely the Crown. We have no records of any kind to show
what James Blair thought about affalrs, bub we may well conjecture thal
‘the young clergymen wondered; he may well have wondered if the Church
in Virginia would not be better off with more power in colonial hands,
particularly if those hands were his.
Distance prevented Bishop Compton from coming over to
Virginis to see how his missionaries fared. He may have heard rumors
that chureh matters were disorganized, with each parish handling ite
ownt affairs. On paper, of course, the Royal Governor, a8 King's
Ordinary, was the ecclesiastical leader, and church laws were all written
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down. Hat sctually eash vestry was the power in She parish., Bishop
Gompton appointed a commissary in 1699 who was to be his personal
representative in Vipginia. Jemes Blair wes Coupton's cholce. We
shell try to sec if the colony and the chureh were oither; or both
of them, better or worse off when,in 1743, Janes Blalyr was laid to
rest next t© Sarah Horrison Blair in Jumestown st the end of his
ccntentions carcers
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CHAPTER II
BLINS OF POWER

Blair's commission as commissary was issued by the
Bishop of Iondon on Decembézf 15, 1689, and was brought to Virginia
by Colonel Prancis Nicholson when he came as the new lieutenant~
‘governor in the spring of 1690, Nicholson presented his own credentials
“’f,o- the Counecil and took the oath of office as lieutenant-governor on
June 3, 1690, On the following day he presented Blair's ’comisaim
to that body. In the Ce:ﬂneii*a reply, "The Iicutenant-Governor was
requested to retum Vta hig lopdship the humble thanks of this Board

for his pious care in this affair, and the reposing the trust in one

8o vell deserving thereof as the eaid My, Blalr. ol

James Blair's commission read as follows:

Henry, by Divine permission Bishop of Iondon, to
all the falthful in Christ to whom this present Writing
may come. Greebing eternal in the Iord.

Enow ye that we, the Bishop of london aforesaid, to
whom every ecclesiastical jurisdiction; and in every
way, under Virginia situated in America, by Royal
Constitutions is generally recognized to pertain, (except
the power of granting licenses for delebrating marriages,
probating wills of decessed persons and conferring
benefices), have namsd, made and constituted, and by
these presents do name, make and constibute, James
Blaire; Clerk, our Commissary in and throughout all
Virginia aforesaid, trusting very greatly his learning,
probity and industry, with all and every power of carry-
ing out and performing, {previcus exceptions excepted),
whatever pertains and belongs, or ought to pertain and
belong, to the office of our Commissary aforesaid, by
law or custom according to the laws, canons and constitutions
followed and observed, in the Church of England; with



18
power moreover to sebt one or more clerk or clerks

as cubstitute or substitutes in his place.

- In confidence and in testimony of all and

gingular of which premises we have caused our Episcopal

Seal to be placed upon these presents,

Given on the fifteenth day of the month of December

in the year of our lord, 1689, and in the twenty-fourth

year of our Tra;,nsiatim.

H, deon.z

The duties of the new commissary were vaguely worded in
this commission, The formal language of the day perhaps served to
cover up indecision in the Bishop'e mind. And perhaps personal letters,
now lost, paésed between the two men, already friends., Cerbtainly in
‘the doez.}mmt we have there was not much real power glven to Jemes
Blair. He started on his quest for power within six weeks of receiv-
ing his commissicn.

On July 23, 1690, he called 311 the Virginia clergy to-
gether at Jamsstown. There 18 no record of who attended nor any
minutes of the meetiﬁg;. But action wae taken by the clergy on two
juwportant matters. They approved Blair's stertling plan for ecclesiastice
al courts and they passed a resolubion appealing for help in establish-
ing a ¢college in Virginia.

Blair's proclamation about the revoluticnary plan for the
gourts was presumably sent out to the minister and vestry of every
parish and to the civil officials of every county. There ie no
mention -of this momentous document in the records of the General

Assenbly or any place else in c¢olonial records. Knowledge of its
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existence came to light only a few years ago when copies of colonial
papers in the Public Records Office in london were 561‘1"& to the
Libravy of Congress, The proclamation ennounced that the new
commissary intended "to revive and pub into execution the ecclesiastical
laws againet all cursers, swearers and blasphemerst all whoremongers,
fornicators and adulteres; all drunkards, ranters, profaners of the
Lord's Day and contemners of the Sacraments; and all other scandalous
persons whebher of the clergy or the laity within this colony and
Dominion of Virginia.s“g To carry out his plan, he proposed to divide
the colony into four districts, with a minister as his assistant in
each; with orders to hold a court twice a year.

These ecclesiastiocal courts would supersede the civil
courts of the counties which had hitherto had jurisdiction over
cases against moral law presented to them by the vestries of the local
parishes, Judges were to be appointed by Blalr and answerable only
to .himj* The whole idea was so different from the loosely organiszed
legal system then provailing in Virginia, that the outery must have
been considerable, There is a reference by lisutenant-Governor
Nicholson, ardent supporter of Blair at this time, to a "great clamour
against the bishop's commissary."?

S0 James Blair's first bid for personal power came to
naught. It is lmpossible to trace the demise of the proclamation
because thers are no records of its being publicly discussed. In
fact, the public bodies who must have received a copy did not even
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mention its rocelpt in their rocorde or keop it in thoir files. To
becoms the law of the land, the plan had to be accepbed by the House
of Burgesses. Perhops the Durgesses refuscd to emolder it. Perhaps
Blair sounded out o few people in trying to get public reaction sond;
"on finding opinica adverse, decided not to send the suggostion to
the House, Whatever the canse, Blair's firct bright schone to shift
power closer to himself seems to have reseived the ai&aﬁt treatment .

A number of yoors later, the Conmissary wrote Bishop
fiobinson that Bishop Compton had "instrusted him chiefly to m&tm
the Clergy withoub meddling with the Loty un®dl the Virginia laws
ghould recognisze his right in the latbaw“é It is very pyobable that
thio advice wae forthooming when the Bishop of Londori heard of the
proposed courts. Hogh Jones later wrotey "In ?it@izx&a there 35 no -
ecolosinstical eourt, co thot vice, prophanencss, mmd Lmorality are
not suppressod oo mach a8 might be. The people hste the very nane
of the biehop®e courbe"! Certainly thero is no evidence that lay
peoplo usre over brought to acoount by the Commissary. Blair
mgmwé hio attentlion to the clergy.

He did have the powsr to teke guay the llcense o preach
from any minicter ho judged unworthfs But in all his yoars a® comssary,
he only ouspended tvo @3;33’5&5?3%0 Fnowledpe i&m@ the comissary had
that povor was prebably cnough to keep tho ministors im line. Cloray
wore too hard Yo coms by to be diamissed lightly. "Beeause of the
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wanb of clergymen to fill vacancies®, Blair wrote in 1724, "I choose
rather to lean to the gently than the severs side."S

That: first clergy conference in 1690 had education, as
well as ecclesastical courts, on its agenda. Isarning has ever been
a concern of thé Church, Blair has %ae?ﬁ in Virginia only a few
years when the lack ;512' educational facilities in the Colony begen to
worry hime A contempory wrote of him, '%ile his thoughts were wholly
.im:;ent upon doing ga&d in his office, hé observed with true concemn,
that the want of schools, and proper seminaries for Religion and
Isarning, was such & Damp upon all great attempts for the Propagation
of the Gospel, that litile dould e ,hopeg‘; for, without first removing
that, Obotacle."”

ks long as all the elergg coming to the Colony cams
foreign-born and foreign~trained with their abilities and their
personalities unknown, the Church in Virginia would lack a basic
element of cohesion. Only if the commissary; the clergymen, and the
vestries all knew each other well, would any measure of stebility be
attained. So a Virginia~born and V‘irgﬁ.xxia«-trame& bedy of clergy was
Blair's next dream. The ministerial candidates still would have to
to %e the Bishop Of. Iondon to bs ordained and to obtain a license.
But they would begin their work where they were known, And the Church
would have its clerical roots in the soil in which it wae to grow.
' The ggggestiﬁn of a college for Virginia had beon made
twice before and tentative plans had been laid. In 1619, % 1500 was



ralged in England and 10,000 acres of land were set aside in Henrico
County. Goorge Thorpe was appointed manager and had brdcks laid
and pupiles lining up when the Indian messacre of 1622 wiped the
project outs Then in 1660; the Virginia Assembly passed resolubions
for the founding of a college; "for the advance of learning; education
of youthy supply of the miniﬁtry;. and promotion of piety.” 10 But the
proposal received no support in England and no college was establiched.

Blair, as Commiseary, presented to the Virginia government
the petition for a college from the elergy vonvocation of 1690 The
Plan was aguickly approved by the CGeneral Assembiy and the governore
Funds were sclicited immediately. Niclowlson Mpromised it all imagin-
able Encouragement. Wl yg appointed forty-two commissioners, James
Blair leading the list, whose tagk was to vaise money and ™o try to
Humour the people in generals n12 ¥oral snd financial support wes
fortheoming from the Virginians and enthusiasm ran highs

The next step was to send someone to Ingland to arouse
interest there and to secure a charter. dJames Blair was obviously the
best choice and the Ceneral Assembly in June of 1691 sent him off with
a long list of instructions and requests, and a generous cxpense
account of & 200.'}'3 The general oubline for a college had already been
decided upon and its many similarities o the Scotiish, rether than the
Bnglish, universitiss show Blair's hand in the planming. The inclusion
of a preparatory department as an integral part of the college was one

of 1ts Scottish eharacteristics. A Board of lay trustees was another.
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Jamas Blair had a busy and successful visit in Iondon.
During his eighteen month's stay, he saw and convinced many people,
among them the Queen who influenced the King later. He roturned to
Virginia in the spring of 1693 with a charter for the College of
Williem and Mary signed February 8, 1693, The faculty of the college
was Lo consist of six professors and a president; Blair being “ereated
and established first president during his natural 1ife." Also there
were £0 be "an hundred scholars more or less,"

There was to be a board of not more than twenly trustees
headed by Lieutenant Francis Nicholson, which waz to run the college
until such time as it should be in good working order and then it was
to hand the governing power over to the professors and president who
were Lo becoms "a Body Politieck and Iﬂcarpora%e,"ls These provisions
show a thoughtful and careful consideration on the part of the Crown.
Blair also hed with him a master for the proposed gramuar school.
School work was to begin at once on a pre-~college 163‘%"&1; ind he had
a set of architeectural plans for the main huilding from the aged Sir
Christopher Wrenolé

There wss an agsured income for the college from public
funds. #n outright gift of nearly $ 2000 from Virginia taxes accumulate
ed in the royal treasury was made. Then a tax of a penny on every
pound of exported tobaceco from Virginia and Maryland was levied for
the college. The profits from the Colonial Office of Surveyor were
aseigned to the new institution. Ilastly, 20,000 acres of vacant
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land were given the college on condition that a quit-rent of Iatin
verses be paid esch year.y’
Cbviously, the majority of officials in England wished
the neow college well, So Benjamin Franklin's amusing folk tale
points up the attitude of only a few Brip(f;ish officials, The
Queen,; in the story, asked the abtorney general for % 2000 cash
for Blair for the college, That worthy objected, saying that he
saw ne need for a college in Virginia. Blair explained that the
college was to train men to be ministers of the Gospel and that the
people of Virginia had souls to be saved just as did the people
of England, "Souls," exclaimed the attorney-general; "damn their
souls, Lot them make Mbe.ﬂ:co.“m
Bleir has been accused of being avaricims.l? He did
segem to have had a way of acquiring funds not nailed down. Two
examples csn be shown from this trip to England. He heard of the
wlll of the Honorable Robert Boyle which had in it a permanent trust
fund of sizesble proportions for the purpose of Christianizing the
American Indian. Blair appears to have had no difficulty in pro-
curring the money to build and maintain an Indian school at the
college. Brafferton Hall was later built with this largesse, and, :
although the Indian school was never a greab success, the capital
stayed in the college exchequers2’

The other unexpected or "sceidental' income for the

cellege really took some imaginative finagling. Bleir made a deal
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with thres pirates, who hed plied their trade out of Virginis ports
and who were in joil in London, that ho wonld got them out end get
bagk for them their 1ll-gotten gaine in return for £ 300 for his
new college. VWith the aid of a couple of friends, ho did so. DBlair
urove homo to Nicholson in 1692, "I precontly euployed the Archbishop
of Cenberbury and Bishop of London who have o managed it with the
Counell that the Council is very glad of the exméien%a"ﬁ One of
the fow timos in Blair's long life of controversy when everyono
invelved with him cane out happy.

This trip o lendon to give the dream of a ¢ollege for
Virginia soms substance was, o8 wo thall oo, the first of five
trips abroad for James Bloly on public busincse. Each time he
retumed homo a 1itile more poverful himself mnd with some institution
'fm Virginia the otronger for his advosagy. This time a new institution
wag oreated, the church was stromger in the promise of future home
loadership, and Blair himself had future claina an o prowinent
position as Prosident of the colloge and & promiced incam of & 150
a yoor in his new office.

mair now had high hopes for the church in Virginis, but
he also roalized that the present status of the ¢lergy necded immpdiate
attontion. He had had them in mind in England when he was asking
for monisy for the oclloge. AL his suggestion, the Coeen sent an order
to Lieutenant~fovernor Hicholson that a great part of the income from
the quit-veats bo used to ougment the clergy ealnries.®> Incidentelly
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importent matter vhich had not beon atlended to earlier. Bishop
Compton had not montionsed a commissarial salary in hieo somplesion.
But Blair, looking out for Blaly, figured £ 100 por anmum fit
compensation,

The quit-rent money, howover, had custonarily been used
to pay the expensos of the eclonial government; insluding the
povernorts handsome salary of & 1,000,232 So the governor, Sir
Edmmd indros, (who had replaced Hicholsen in Blair's sboonce), was
the first to object. He slaimed that the coloniel governwent could
not function without these funds. The King otepped in and modified
the Gueen's orders, seying that the quiterants would bo used ae in
the past fﬂr tiree years. Then, if there wos o surplug, the ministers
would get the extys meney. Horein lay the sceds of o dispute that
wat to ocust the governor and make Blair even more poverful.

When Blair beceme a member of the Council of State of
Virginia the field of battls became politicsl. This Council wae a
body of twelve wen, appointed by the King, who were to ald the Royal
Governor in hio many taske. As the upper house of the Genoral Assembly
they had legislative powsrs, as tho Goneral Court they made the ultie-
mate judiclsl decisions on the American side of the scean, and in
tholp advisory capacity they had executive power. They were colloct~
ively and individually the most poworful men in tho coleny. So it
st have pleassd Blair, if not Androg; to bo appointed a Councillor
in 1694,
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Blaiyr and Andros soon came to verbal blows over money
and policy.. Blair accused Andros of snesking wnusual jtems into
the quiterent fund expenditures so that there would not be any
surplus for the clergymen's salaries. He alse claimed that Andros

mndema the building of the college and opposed ecclesiastical
dﬁ.sz}ﬁ.pliné» The Comnissary pronounced the povernor an emeny to
éaneg:e, and religim.z""

The Council was an orderly body and the noise must have
confused them. They woted to s{wpanei the elamorous ﬁomdwary.25
The King, howover, sent orders to Andros to re-instate him the
following year, in 1696, Blalr would be down alter some of his
bout.s but he would not be out. He was always a dangerous and vital
iadv*arsary. ‘

fn unhappy impasse was reached and the Archbishop of
Canterbury and Bishop Compton of Londen held a hearing in England
in 1697 on ths whole dispute at which both Blair and representatives
of the Governor were pmsémz. Charges and counter-charges flew
back and forth., The truth of the mat;tér was hard to find,

The curiosity of other officials in England was aroused
by this dispute as it was being aired at lembeth Palace in 1697,

The recently appointed Lords Commissiomers of Trade and Plantatioms
(known also as the Board of Trade) were interested, John locke 5 one
of the founders of the Board of Trade and an architect of its policy,
wap particularly interested in Virginia. Istiers passed between
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loclke and Blair show a personal regard and e sharing of mutual
interests. locke asked Blair for "seeds of all strange and curious
plants and a plentiful stock of peach smms:."‘%

On this oceasion; when Blair was in Yondon, locke was
the one responsible for getting from him a written report on affalrs
in Virginia--a fact only recently discovered by his"ﬁariaas.g? in
late August or early September, 1697, locke took him to his private
rooms and had him write out a treatise on Virginia. Iocke then
dictated, in Blair's presence, a list of searching queries. This
list of questions was sent out officially by the Board of Trade to
three men, well-versed in vir'gins.a affairs. Blair was one, of course,
and Edward Chilton, formerly attorney-genersl in Virginia another.
The third wae Henvry Hartwell who had been a councillor inm the Colony.
The result was The Present State of Virginia and the Collsge, one of
the most frequently cited sourceg for Virginia history of that period,

The accound apens'by declaring that those who described
Virginia as "the best, and the worst gountry in the world" may both
be right. “That ae to all the Natural Advantages of the Country,
it is one of the best, but as to Improved Ones, one of the worst of
all the English Plantations in Americs ... if we enquire for well~
educated children, for an happy Government in Church and State <.
it is certainly one of the poorest, miserablest and worst Countries
in all America, that is inhabited by Christiaone «.. no doubt it is
chiefly to be imputed ... to the narrow, selfish IEnds of most of



their Governore, whe o sasily into my Frojette whereby they
may make s pyosent gain, w28

The deseriptions of the land with its natural wealth
and potentialitics are probably sccurate but the eriticisss of
the Covernor along with conments on politics and religion must bo
taken cantiously. The book was written by all thvee men, but Blair,
boing just off the boat from Virginia, would naturslly have had the
Geelding word. fnd ho came to Englend, not to disceminste information
but to gel indrov vemoved, in which endeavor he was successful.

Back in Virginia, Blair was in a stropngey position than
ever to use his power o help botter the condition of the clergy
ag to salary end tenure and then to get his college really started.
Bavoral t¢imms before, Blair had potitionad the Goneral Aseembly to
raise the clergy salarios and pay them from ¢olonial funds, Hitherto,
clorgy had been paid from local parich taxes. Now in 1696 the Assorbly
voted to make a8ll minicters' snlaries 1600 pounds of tobacco, pay«=
abls, a6 usualy by the vestries.™ Vaxing questions o8 to the kind
of tebasco and vhe ws o pay the fee for collocting and the casking
charge srose often but the 1600 pounds of tobaceo stood o the
stendard clorical recompense until the Revolution. Thus, payment
for the clergy was kept in the hands of the losal vestries, the
parish taxss being payable in tobaceo,

Blair's plan to augment these sslaries from colomial op
imperdal coffors did not succeed. Bub he did improve clergy



salaries by insisting on prosptness of pay and & good cuslity of
tobaceo being given to the dominie. No botton leaves were palmed
off on the parson while Blair wes around, In the long run Blaiy
was to sse that it waz better to kesp tho roal power of the church
losalized in the vestries. At a lator date he wm a battle to
keap the powor of the vestries intact. A ohureh that was styong
st its base was his aim.

It is eignificant that Blair never onte mentioned o
bishop for Visginia. Did he think s Bishop would tio the Virzinda
Churches too slossly to England? Uay he afraid of a Bishop carrying
out clorical orders from the King more meticulously than a Roysl
Governor? %as the indopondencs of the Virginia Church more important
to Blair then the faet thot the church way made up of weonfirmed
mezkers? Op was he perhaps afraid of looing his omn power? Hie
ordination in the Church of Secotland would have made hiseligibility
fopr the job questioncble. Ue have ne record awem of his mentioning
the matter. Not being a reticent man, he probably just did not wish
the question discussed. Blalr had soms of the prestige, 4f not ony
of the power; of 2 bishop im Virginia, and he must have enjoyed the
perquisites of that prestige.

Induction of the clergy was the next matior that Blair
took up upon his retum from his successful bout for powsy with
Indres in 1697, Blair was probsbly influentisl in getting the Ring
to appoint Colonel Froneis Nicholson as lisutensnt«~Jovernor again
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in 1698. The orders that were given the new lieutenant-governor
by the Privy Councll included, as they always did, instructions
to induct ministers into the parishes: However; the Virginia act
of 1662 which allowed the vestries to take the initiative was still
in foree: Nicholson knew colonial churches and he must have Seen
both sides: From the clergy ei‘de,- it would be secure and pleasant
to have a job for life. From the lay side, it would be uncerdain
and perhaps catastrophie to accept an unknowmn nminister from England
for his life-time.

To ¢lear up the problemy, Nicholson submitted a query to
Sir Gdward Northey, the Queen's Attomey-Ceneral, in 1703. The
opinien of Northoy was to the effect that the law of 1662 was still
in order: HNo objections were raised to the asserted right of the
vestries as "patrons" to select ministers and present them to the
governor for induction. But, if the vestries did not "present some
suitable minister within six months® for collation, then the Governor
was to go ahead and select and induct ones 0

This official opinion was received by Nicholeon, given
to the Couneily, end, in turn, sent to the churchwardens in every
parish with the roquest from the council that they "offer to his
Excellency what they think proper thereupmo. n32 The vestries prompt=-
ly wrote back their opinioms, that they were unwilling to present

thelir ninisters for induntisn;’z
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The clergy tried to force this issue of induction, too.
In 1703 twenty of them wrote to the Bishop of Iondom. After lauding
Nicholson for his afforts to secure permanent positions for them,
they added, "Bub we are not ignorant that Mr. Commissary hath given
too much encouragement to Vestrys by siding with them against the
opinion of the Govern 'y, "33

Thus the question of induction was a complicated one in
1703 in Virginia, The Governor was willing, and perhaps anxious,
to induct clergymen for all of parishes in the colony. The Commissary
wished the men under his care inducted, but he wanted them chosen
and presented by the vesirles, not selected by the governor. Then
there were the powerful vestries who .desimd to choose thelr ministers
but not present them for induction. Thers were also the clergymen,
themselves; who naturally favored induction. Four attitudes toward
the same problem precluded any easy solutione

Nicholson, in the interest of peace, did nothing, induct=
ing not one clergyman in his seven years in office. This fact gave
Blair a strong lever to use when he was struggling to oust Nicholson
in 1705. That Blair seemed inconsistent in the matter of inductions
at this time may be due to the fact that it was the choice, not the
induction, that concerned him. He wanted the power of the choice of
minister to remain always in the hands of the local body, the

vostry. 3k
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Blair had been commissary for thirteen years by 1703,
the yeer of his third trip to Englands The accounting that he mede
to the Bishop of Iondon was crediteble. He himself was still rector
of a flourishing church, having moved from Varina te Jamestown in
1695, 1In the carly 1690s thers had been twenty~iwo clergymen for
the forby-eight parishes; by 1703 there were forty clerman.% He
‘had made the lives of the clergy more pleasant and more secure by
regularizing their salaries and getting their homes and glebes
repaired by the vastries, He had made an effort to hdve the clergy
inducted and he would keep on trying. He had made the local church
organization stronger by insisbing that the choice of minister lay
with the vestry, not the Boyal Governor,

By 1705, most of his time and effort were being spent on
the College of William and Yary, the institution that he heoped
would train Virgiania-born men for the ministry. en trained at the
college were also bo serve in county and colonial government. The
collage at:ggd of the Duke of Gloucester Street in Williamsburg
served as a constant reminder %0 the men in the Capitol at the cther

end of the strest that Virginia-born leadership was growing stronger.
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CHAPTER IIX
THE COLIEGE AND STRUGGIE WITH NIGHOLSOH

The College of William and Mary wes the second college
founded in the Ameriean Coloniss. Tt was' & crodit to Colonisl
Virginisns who wanted an educated leadership and to James Blaly
who wanted an indigenous body of clergy. Blair had cocured &
charter from Their Majestiocs in 1693, "to ths ond that the Qrareh
in Virginis moy be mwm&'wﬁh & Seminary of lEnisters of the
Gospel, and that the ?au)i:h may be piously educsted in Good Letters
and Hanners, and that ﬂxﬁ Christian Faith may be propagated amongst
the Vestem Iadim&**’a He was 1o spend the yest of his years try-
ing to fulfill its ainms.

4 8ite for the collage was chosen ot Hiddle Fluntation
(iawx» Wiamoburg) snd the cornorstons of the college building wes
R.;siﬁ with proper ceremony on fugust 8, 1695. The Council suggested
to Governor indros; “it will bo pow & further oncoursgement to the
sadd work, if hia Ewcelloncy plosse to go, ond tho gontloman of the
Council will bo roady to attend him at the laying of the said
foundatson, ™

Once built, the colloge was soon in finmncisl difficultics.
The tanes lewied on sxporbted tobacoo and yentale from ¢ollege land
wore not s large oo Wﬁté@ﬁ A gonaiderable sum of money, ¥ 2500
op mores had been cubzeribed by Virginians, tut enly asmall part could
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be collesteds It was chorged that "the college is in Denger of
being ruin'd by the Backwardness of the Govemmenb."“‘ Blair blamed
Andros for this, asserting at the trial in Iondon in 1697 that the
Governor had urged his friends not to pay ﬂp.5

Nonetheless, '*Saﬁalastick Exereises" took place in lay
of 1699, at which time the colony eould assess its embryo college.
Colonel Francis Nicholson was Governor again and all was well between
him and Blair. The Governor, the Councillors, snd the Burgesses
closed govermental shop for a day and all rods over from Jamestown
for the gala cercmony at the college.

Governor Nicholson read a speech in which he praised the
literary attamﬁm’cé of the young scholars. Then an address of
thanks to the Assembly was presented by the three menbers of the
faculty, President Blair, Mr. Ingles, and the ushamé’ Five students
also spoke. Thelir recorded spaeeﬁam show mature minds and must have
impressed the audience with the need éav greater support for the
college to give them further training. The third student speaker
urged the government to consider moving its headquarters from James-
town to Williamsburg., The statehouse at Jamestovn had recently
burmned and plans for g future building were uncertain. The student
insisted that the change would be "of benefit for the Colledge and
will be a great help towards the msking of a Towe; and the Towne
towards the improving of the Oolledg;e,"?
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Whoever conceived the idea of having the Government and
the College use the college building jointly must have regretted
it more than once. The record has it that "the Trustees and
Governours of the Colledge e’i’f‘er to His Breellency whatzoover rooms
he needs."® Iiving in makeshift quarters in Jamestwon, the Governor
was undoubtedly delighted to mover over to the handsome new college
building in the spring of 1700. We can visualize the Governor,
the Councillors, the Burgesses, and their respective retinues making
themselves at home in the amall village and using the still~unfinish-
ed Wren Building as headguarters. They arrived complete with their
appurtenances of power, "six of the smallest Pieces of Ordnance,
together with the Great Shatti"9

At the same time, the college people were moving into the
building, which they used for dormitoriss as well for school rooms.
"In this part are contained all conveniences of tooking, brewing,
baking, etc. and convenient rooms for the recepbion of the President
and masters with many more scholars than are og yet come to it. In
this part are also the hall and school room, ni0

Friction between Governor Nicholson and President Blair
soon becams apparent. Although there are voluminous records of the
struggle for power betwsen these two men, it is almost impossible to
find out what made the two former friends encmies. Fossibly the
trouble started when these two strong-willed men begain to use the

same property for different purpasaw.n Some persconalities need
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both physical and spiritual space to function properly and perhaps
there was Just not epough room in the Wren Building for both mens
Blair said of Nicholson, "I have heard him swear that he
will seize the College for the King's use and he crowded into it the
Secretary's office, the Clerk of the Council®s office, the Glerk of
the House of Burgesses' office, and all their lodgings, with himeelf
and all theipr commitiees, and had all his public treats in the great
. hall, to the great disturbance of t‘.he' college btxaineas.."lz Blair
was obviously not the gracious host he might have been, nor was
Nicholson a considerate guest., Bad temper did not help an already
tense situation. “‘}h;ef governor governs us ag if we were a company
of Galley slaves, by continual roaring and thundering, cursing and
av;earﬁngg base; abusive blllingsgate Ianguage to that degree it is
utterly ineredible to those who have not been spectators of it."m
On top of his personal quarrel with Blair, the wmhappy
Nicholson wes in love with a young lady who would have none of him.
Eighteen-year-cld lucy Burwell paid no attention to the sentimental
i‘art.y*sixn'yewld‘ bachelor who composed sacscharin Valentines and
puerile poebry and love lotters written abt 2 A M, to "Wy Dave.“m
Nicholson swore that, if she married anyone else, he would cub the
throats of the bridegroom, the official lssuing the license, the
parson whe performed the ceremony, and members of Iuey Burwell's
family,¥® Nicholoon imagined that Dr. Archibald Blair, brother of
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the Presldent, was his rival, and "ponceived the strongest objections
to him and all his relatives.” He sent for Blair and abruptly
addressed him in these words, "Sir, your brother is a villain, and
you have betrayed mg“m Hardly dignified behavior for a Royal
Governor!

Another undignified eplsode was the ™barring out"” of
President Blair just before Christmas vacation of 1702, Blair
accused Nicholeon of encouraging the students to barricade the
¢college building against the president and the masters and of furn-
ishing ths boys with arms and ammmition. Only the timely wsrning
that the students really meant to fire saved Blair from a danger
which he had "™oo much reason to suspect was contrived on purpose.”
However, this noisy practice was a customary prenk of the times,
being used by students to gain extra time at Christmas. Blair was
probably not in danger of losing his life, just his dignity.l!

The personal feud soon involved others. In May of 1703,
six councillors signed & petition to Queen Anne asking that Nicholson
be recalled. The grounds for camplaint were “the many grest
grievances and pressures endured by reason of the unusuall; insolent
and arbitrary methods® of the governor and of his "wicked and
scandalous life, w8

A petition always has more force when presented by a

forceful man. Who was better qualified than James Blalr, a council
member h:u;m,li‘ y 8 Iczwwn enemy of Nicholson, and a man who has
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sucesssfully ousted one governor alroedy? So Blair left for England
in the summer of 1703 to spend the next two years in negotiations
leading to the recall of Nicholson.

Blaiy had the first “go-round” in the hearing before the
Iords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations--always an advantage in
any struggle. He was on the spot with the petition in his hand and
plenty of time to formulate charges. Many of the charges brought by
him were false, many were exaggerated, many were silly; and many were

“true. It was hard {0 sort them out then and impossible now,

Blair represented the members of the counecily, that group
of wealthy land-owners who were trying to get more and more pover in
their own hands. It was the group that Blair was an integral part of

" because he had married into it and because he shared their ideal of
centering power in the colony, not England. This group never pre~
tended to have democratic aims. But when they dreamed of the future
for themselves and their country, they envisiloned ‘bhemﬂelves;, not
an English Parliament, at the center of power, They expected to
remain loyal to the Crown but they wanted to be governed by thelr
peers here, not in England.

Nicholson prepresented the power of the English Crown.
At the hearing his agent in Iondon, John Thrale, asserted that the
power that Nicholson claimed wasz not for himself bub for the Queen,
and that the men in Virginia did not understand the true funetion of
a Royal Governor.lg Thrale put up & steady defense, disecounting the
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porsonal accusations and stressing the fact that Nicholson had bsen
active in keeping the power of the English sovercign supreme in a
land where the inhabitants wanted more powsr themselves,

When Thrale died, after only a few months of the hearing,
Hicholson lost his woice in court. Papers had to be sent back and
forth across the oceans Once they got waylaid in New York City in
transit to him, and onde his answere were thrown overboard by pirates
who ecaptured the ship which carried thems 8¢ Nicholson's side was
never adeguately presented. And Blair's statements in court were
taken more seriously than the facts now seem $o warz‘*ant.ae

Nicholson was recalled inm 1705. Most of the remaining
twenty«three years of his life were spent in government service.
In 1713 he became Governor of Nova Scotia, after leading military
expeditions against the French there., And in 1720 he undertook
his last eolonial govemorship in South Carolina. He sesmed to have
had trouble working with people wherever he went. “An Indian, who
once saw him in a fit of rage, is said to have.remarked that he
was "bormn dumk.“zl

Blair returned home to resume irsis many duties. He found
his clergy in rebellion against him. The convention he called in
August, 1705, was a stormy one, with most of the clergy still support~
ing Nicholson, who had been their staunch suppox%r, Twenty~three
clergy signed their names to a document st;tﬁng *bhét Blair's charges
against Nicholson were "frivolous, seandalouss; false and malicious. %2

It was an acrimonious meeting in which Blair's leadership.was weakened.
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Howovery he was still leador of the xovement for a good
college for Virginia. The college, through all these yeors of
contentlon on the part of its presidont; had boen slowly mrowing.

It was dn 1705 still primarily a grammar schools Just ag affairs
seamed 1o bo getting ordered sfter the depzrture of the Gensral
Apsonbly to its owmn now headquarters down the Duke of Gloucester
Stroet, the FWren Building bumed down.33

Records of the College of William and Hary unfortunately

wore slmoat entlrely lost or destroyed afber the disatbtrows fire.

But President Blalr, in defending himself to Covernor HEdward Hott,

who hod been venb over to yeplace Governor Nicholson, pointed out
that, while the colloge at theb point was 9till clearly only a grammar
school; the intent of the founders was %o mele it indoed o collegs.

He clossd his letter, "If by various impedimonts, it has not attaine
od its intended perfection, it would bo more commendable to think
of helping &t %0 be what it wants to be than to dectroy vheb 4t ds.®

The colloge, with Blair as ite porpstual president, must
have been struggling duping these quiet years to stay slive aftopr the

2h

destructive £ire of 1705, FPerhaps classoo were hold informally in
tome %m*m,y the dosire snd enthusisenm for o ¢ollege never died
out. Young Willlam Byid, A Counclllor and man of estate, mentioned
concern for the collegs often in his diary. 4 typlosl doy in 1708
will show to nhot lengths he and his f£riends went to ottend to
college businecs. Wie rose at 2 o'elock this morning and wont in the
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sloopts boat to Mr, Harvey's; where we arrived by bresk of day and
our horses were ready for uS....W rode to town and got there before
10 o'clock, AL My, Bland’'s I ate some milk and then went to see the
President. From hence we went to the school house where wo at last
determined to build the college on the old walls and appointed works
men to view them and compute the charge. From hence we went to the
Commissary's to dinner. In the evening we rode to Green Springs
and lay there all night. But this hurry made me neglect to say my
prayersy for which God forgive me. However, I had good health,
egood thoughts, and good humor, thanks be to God Almighty. w22
Fortunately there was no political crisis during these
years, 1705-1710, The lisutenanbegovernorship of Virginia went in
1705 to Major Edward Nott, as the Earl of Orkney's deputy. Blair
approved, writing, "He has as good character in all respects as we
can wish,. w26 1t was sad for all when he died one year after taking
office. His successor, Colonel Robert Hunter, was captured by the
French en route and never arrived. The colonial government was
under the President of the Council wntil 1710 when Clolonel Alexander
Spotewood errived as new lleutenant-governor. The colony was ripe

for change and progress.
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CHAPTER IV
STRUGGIE WITH SPOTSWOOD

Alexander Spotawood was born at an English military post
in Tangler. After apen&:mg his éhil_m‘_hcaod in military camps, he
entered the axmy and served under the Duke of Marlborough for some
yearse At the Battle of Blenheim he was badly wounded. Upen retire-
ment from the army, he went directly into colonial civil service
as lieutenantwgovernor of Virginia in 1710, Thivby~four years old,
he was already trained to command.®

Rarely, if ever; did Virginig have as governor a man with
such a fortunate combination of sound business sense; clear grasp of
fundamental pmblea{ns‘ s genuine interests in morsl and religious condi-
tim‘zs,' and loyalty to the Crown. Tet there have been few govemors
who failed as unhappily as he did in pubtting into effect the plans
he fomlatedéz However, he started his colonial career auspicious-
ly by aiding the college and the church.

"The fire of 1705 had left the college vithout a place to
mest or o house its students and faculty. Queen Amxel had known of
this need and sent over % 500 from the colonial quiterents. The
large, main building was soon “x;e’nui.lta and nicely conirived, altered
and aderned by the ingenious direction of Governor Spotswood, rising
Phoenix-like, revived and improved out of its own ruins."> Iater

two' smaller brick halls were to be builbt, one for the Indian School
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and one for the home of the President. Thusy soon after Spobswood's
arrival, the college moved from its makeshift quarters in town back
to its own campus.

In 1711, the college took its first step in emerging from
the pericd in which it was only a grammar school. Governor Spm%éwod,
anxious for Wililiam and Mary to complete her faculty and become a
true college, recommended to the Board of Trustees a Mry Tenaquil
Iefevre. Mr. lefevre was offered a position as Frofessor of Math-
ematics and Natural Philosphy at a salary of £ 80, He was a minister
of the Church of England and licensed bobh to preach and teach in
, Virginia.*

Students came in inereasing numbers. Ieol us follow the
course of one of them: Young Benjamin Harrison left his family's
flourishing plantation home ab "Berkeley Hundred” and rode down the
river roagd to abttend his Uncle James Blair's ccllege, probably some
time during 1718.° The new scholar from Berkeley, prepared at his
father's tutor school on the plantation, undoubledly found other
students at the college whose preparstion was similar to his. He
had studied much Iatin end some Greek, e knowledge of which was
coneidered, in eighteenth century Virginia, Yan indispensable reguire-
ment of every gentlemen's edusaman.“s * Though the faculty was limit~
ed to two or three masters, the college was divided into two parts.
The Philosophy School was roughly equivalent to our under~graduate

college and the Divinity School carried on indo graduate work and
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theological traﬁ.ning.? Benjamin Harrison and hiz peers studied
such subjects an rhetoric, logie, ethicgs, physics, metaphysica,
and mathematics. One of their masters; the Reverend Hugh Jones,
commented at some length on the ¢ollege and its students.

Jones came to the college in the winter of 1716-1717.
At the clergy convention in 1719, he Jed the opposition to the

eamiasm.a Belations mast have been strained on the campus, for

Jonep left for Fngland in 1721. His book, I  of
Virginia, published three years later, shows little love for the
place. "It is now a College without a Chapel, without a scholarw
ship and without a statute. There is a Iibrary without books,

There have been Disputes and Differences. These Things greatly
impede the Progress of seiences and learned arts.!

His view of the students was pessimistic, the majority
being "desirous only of lsarning what is sbsolutley necessary in the
shortest and best method." 4nd later, "another thing prejudicial to
the college; is the liberty allowed tﬁ@ echolars, and the negligent
cbservance of college hours, and the opportunity they have of rambr i
ling abroad. n? Institutions of learning change with the centuries
more than the young men who attend them do,

Indians wandering around the green in front of the Wren
Building must have added color if not academic luster to the college.
Governor Spotswood mentioned in z letter to the Bishop of Iondon in
1712 that there wae nearly twenty Indians-in at%em!exme,m They
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and tholr master wore always a seporate entity, wing supported by
funds {rom the Boyle Butote. & lovely brick bullding wae bullt
for them in 1723, the Brafferton.

Willdam Byrd I1 wrote in 1728 of the Williem and MHary
Indianss “nd hore I smoct Jament the bad susaess ¥p, Boyle's charity
has hitherto had towards converbing any of these poor heathens to
Christianity. Mony children of our neighboring Indisne hove been
brought up in the Colloge of M1liam and Mary. Thoy have been taughb
to read and write, and heve beon carofully inctyucted in the princi-
Ples of the Christion religion, t41l they some %0 bo mene Yeb after
they retumed home, instead of civilising and converting the rest,
they imediately relapsed into infidelity.and batboriem themselves. "t

Tho Goneral Assenbly in 1718 showed ite intercet in the
sollegs by giving € 1,000 for the scholarship fund; "for cducating
ingenious mmms, natives of thic colony.™% fAgoin in 1726, o
penngyeparegalion mas: on iwmrwﬁ liguors was lovied, % 200 of which
ctd W&e& antially for the canm@ga o help romedy that institus
tion's “lenguiching condition." later the full tax was turned oves
to the college, Finding enough money to run the collegs wos always
& difficult task fw Bladr, '

Mooy was not Blair's only problem at the college. Oetling
along well with pecple had never been his forte, and ho had personnel
troubles. Yomyo Ingles, whom he brought over with him in 1692 as
master of the grawmer school, charged in 1705 that Bladr's interest in
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the colloge was entirely selfish, that he wab not entitled to the
large salary, thet he used the position av a "stolldng-horse”
agoinst the govermor. He claimed that the removal of Blair's nephew
from the sehool coused others to follow suit and that one~third of
the students had ceparted.’ Ingles resigned and retumed to

nds  Bub he did come bosk 4n 1716 and continued a6 head of the
grammar school until bie death in 1719

Spotewend storted his twelveeyenr term ag Governor with
good public rolations with the collope and its prosident. Differences
aroce later over other mat«terég Bub the enlorged collsge building,
the Vren Building, oteod as witness to Spotswood
intereost in eduvaticn.

Emtm Parish Gmrsh also neoded o new angd larger builde
ing in 1710, Spotowoed, s & commnicant; helped with the erection
of the new edifics; "a large, strong piece of brickwork in the form
of o crose, nicely rogulsy mnd convenient; end sdored as the bost
shurches i Londans™ He agroed to sbend tho expemse of twenty~
five fect of ite length. iHe wao clearly ingraticting himself with
Dr. Blajr #nd the colonists of gown and towne.

When Spotowood arrived, Blair was gbill Hootor of the
Jamegtown Chureh, though iiving in Willlamshurg, soms coven milen
swaye Bub in 1710 he was called to Bruton Parich Church ot the cape
ital. His vepret ob lesving mem is shown in the following
lotter to theBruton: Parish Vestry:
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Docerdbor &4, 1730
Gentlemens
It io true, I hove so teny obligabions to the Parich

of dJumes Gity, that nothing but the urgent necessity of

health, often irmpaired by such lomg winter journeys, end

a fear that as age ond inflmities increase, I shall not

be sble to attend that sorvico (being at such s dichkence)

% to entartatn ansthing ab of leaving themele - oot

Church attendance in the carly elghtesrth contury was
still compulsory. A fow weore oxtused to worship sloovhore, but the
Revorend Hy. Bleir oaw most of the population of Villlemsburg when he
locked out from hig high puipit in Bruton Parish oo o Sunday corning.
A bell swmcned the worshippers who orrived on foot or in coaches.
People stood around outside gwwip&:xgﬁ for the church wae both a
social and o religisus center.

f"aﬂai&g into the church, the men szt dn the north side and
the women on the scuthaide of the aiaa‘xgu The high,; suvare boxed-in
pems had norrow, wnoonfortable benches. Tho ¢olloge students oot
together in one gallery and the Hegro pervants and glaves in another.
His Bxcollency the Governor ayrived last, tching hls sest in his siliow
sanopied pew in the choir. The Council of State, the House of Rugessos
and the Surveyer Genaral gll sat in offically sesipned ploces. The
alovgymen and the gmémgatim vers all bolisvers in order and con-
tinuity. L7

The service in Bruton Parish Church did not differ
ooberially from fnglican services in England. Both used the sowe
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Book of Common Proyer. However, a alight but irportant difference
between tho Church of Fngland in Englond and in Virginis would have
been neted on & vestry-meeting night when $he budiness of the parish
woe transacted. The releblonship between the vestry and the cleyaye
nen way difforent. In England, where the bdshope kiew the parishes
and the clerpymen, it was relablively ensy to it the one Lo the other
and induet elergyren into perdshes where they would adinet. Induction
meunt 1fe benure.

In ?ir«@mp homover, the parish vestries did not lknow
the clergymen sent over from England. There was no bishop hers to
adjnot differences. The pover of inducticn wae given by the Crom to
the Royal Governors But vestrico were canbious ond adopted the
axpadient of osking clorgymen to soyve on & yoor-tosyooy basis. W
thall eso lster how Yhis vootyy reluctance to prooont their clergy-
men for indection caused ﬁzm:h!m

The vestries in Colonial Virginie, o8 we have sSoon, were

bodies of responsiblo man. The vestry book of Bruton Parish wee bogun
in 1674, the year the pardsh was formods The book covercd @ peried of
almost a hundred years, containing the mmma of tho vestry meetings
where all the business of the parish was gorried one The book iteeld
has been lost but grost parte of it vore copied and show sn Interosts
ing side of colenial lif-mg‘e
Care of the church property was a continuing recponsibility,

Glebe lands and buildings warve in senstant neod of ropaiy, the church
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often needed a new roof or bricks for a welkway, or a new key for
the college gallery. The new building that was begun in 1710
took many pages of discussion, Iabor problems besel them, too.
Tn 171k, one of their membexs endeavorsd to "beat down the extravagant
prices of mrkm‘em‘*w ¥oney for the various parish projects seem=
ed {0 be gabhered either in kind s:;r in cash. Barrvels of tar and
casks of tobaceo were coin of the realm and were used to pay
salaries; to purchase supplies and to pay other debts. COash came
in from parish levice on each tithable, The smount spent varied
from year to year :.m' must have been apportioned a8 the need arose,
Poor relief was a vestry charge. tht the spplicant had to be a
lawful resident or he was "forthwith removed out of this parish.™
Opphans and widows were t:aré& for, as well as the ill and indigent .20

James Blair, as Commissary, had various differences of
opinion with the clergy of the colony with whom he worked. But, as
Rector of Bruton Parish, he led a ’macem life. %here is no record
of any discord in any of the vestry records during the more than
thirty years he was in ehargea.zg‘ It was just when he tried to gol
povier away from the Royal Governor that he had troubles

Spotawood held a belief in the mercantilist theory of
tk;e day, He was an imperialist, being absoluvely sure that the only
excuse for the existence of the colonies wns to strengthen the mother
country. His letters of the iorda Commissioners of Trade and FPlant~

ations show his concern over the "lax angd dishonest habits" the
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Virginians had been allowed to acquire‘.az Ietber of the law,
not precedont, wae to govern Spotswood's future sctions. He was
determined to uphold the prerogratives of the Crowm, "that justice
is to be done here to the King a5 well as to the Subjects; that
thg Rights of the Sovereign are not to be parted with merely because
an humoursome people thinks they would be more conveniently Iodged
in their hands:"<3
‘ Spotswood found justice moving slowly in Virginia. The

General Court, met only in April and Uctober so that accused persons
often apent months in prison between court sessions. To spged matters,
the Governor created two additional courts of oyer and terminer to
meget in June and December. By custom, judges in the higher courts
wore all members of the Council, Now Spotswood wanted to appoint
others as judges of the new courts. i;:ight gouncillors, Blair among
them; drew up a remonstrance against the governor to the Beard of
Trade, 2

Spotewood maintained that his action was necessary if the
King's position was to be upheld. The power of the governor had been
"reduced to a gasp," he wrote. And unless the Council were curbed,
"the haughtiness of a farter, the hypocrisy of a Blair ... the malice
of a Byrd" would rule the cclany'.zﬁ

The question of judges for the new courts went back and
forth over the ocean until the Ilords Commissioners decided that

Spotswood had the powsr to appoint any Jjudges he chose, bub they
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hoped he would use discretion in exercising it: Spobswood subsequent—
1y promised not to appoint any judges other than douncillors, provided
they would acknowledge his power to do 5o if he wanted %;26 Both
sides saved face bubt neither wes happys
The second matter in which Spobswood showed his intransigence
arose over the induction of clergymens His royal instructions stabed
that the governor was responsible for inducting clergymen, upon
presentabion of their rector by the vestry of that parish. Spotswood
interpreted this to mean that he was to send clergymen to the different
parishes for them to present to him for induction. Not since 1624,
when Virginia became a Hoyal Colony, had enyone seriously questioned the
right of the vestries to choose their ministers; Precedent had acquir-
ed a lawful color inm 1703 when the Attorney-Cenerzl had given his
opinion that the selection of ministers lay in the hands of the vestries.
Blair, as Commissary, had struggled for years to improve
the lot of the clergy. He had secured better salaries for them, he
had improved their living c¢onditions, and he had at times tried to get
the vestries to present them for induction. But never once had he,
or anyone clse; even questioned the right of the vesiries to choose
their own rectors. So the demand of Governor Spotewoed that the
parishes recognize his right to gend them ministers was an unwelcome
innovation. He had bzen quite correct when he had stated, in an
early letter from Virginia,that the people wanted power 'more. com=;
veniently lodged in their hande <7 Self-government for the colonies
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was still a thought a long weys off, but it had iis roots in such
struggles as this one.

This question of power came to a head when the governor
forced two clergymen into parishes whose vestries haé each voted to
ask someone slse. At a clergy conference, c¢alled in 1719 at the
request of the Bishop of london to discuss the welfare of the church,
the struggle was openly bitter, Spotswood had some clergy on his
gide. Blair had some clergy backing him. All the vestries, of course,
were against the governor, but they were at home and their voices
were not heard,28

To msaken Blair and his power, Spotswood hit out at
the Commissary’s one uncertain claim to power, his ordimation into
the Church of Scotland. A bishop had performed the ceremony, but the
Scottish Church had been Presbyterian, not Episcopal, in 1679, This
question wae never settled. Blair refused to discuss ‘iﬁ.w Spotswood,
in & fit of understandable exasperation, once called Blair "that old
combnatima_“ﬁg

Blair neoded a trial case to regain his former power and
to restore that of the vestries. The convention of the clergymen in
1719 hed generated only heat; no light. So he made his own situation
a test case. He had been the minister of Bruton Parish for almost
ten years but had never been inducted. The vestry had voted in &
yeatry mee‘bihg in 1695 not to call a rector on any other basis than
yearly cantractt ‘whoever shall be admitted ac minister in this
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parish shall have no indueﬁi@n»“ﬁ But they now reversed themselves
in view of the governor's attack upen their right to choose their
own rector; and presented Blair himself for induction. The already
incensed governor refused.

The ensuing fracas smet have involved everyone in the
colonys Conflicting legal opinions came from two legal authorities
in Iondon.3? The Council discussed it heatedly.”” The House of
Burgesses decided the is&ue‘ affected every parish in the c¢olony and
they voted to employ a lawyer to prosecute the case before the Gen-
.eral Court.”® Both sides threatened; no matter who won, t6 appeal
to the King. But the matter never came to a judiclal head.

The Privy Council must have been alarmed by the confus-
ing reports coming in from Virginia. The simplest solution seemed

to be to remove the governor and return to the shatus auo antg. It

is inﬁerestmg to note that the Privy Council had the firstehand
advice of James Blair to guide them. That ubiquitous gentleman just
just happened to be in london in 1722 when the decision to remowve
Spotewood was made. Throughout all this controversy over the induction
of clergymen, camseary Blair stands out as the local St. George
against the Dragon of Hoyal power across the otean.



l.  Alexander Spotswood, The Offic etters of A tswood.
Robert A, Bm}fy ed. (m‘zhﬂi@ndy 3—865 $ Ig "?"'12: '

3. Hogh Jones, The Present &
L. Morton, ed. (Ghapei Hill,

1956 p}?oé 15 m:

L»  Spotswood, Official letters, I, 103,

7. Cora G. Dillard, "The Grammar School of the College of William and
Mary, 1693-1888." M, A. thesis in basement of Iibrary of College of
Willianm and Mary.

- By  William 8, Perry, Histor . Go i Reld can
Colonial Church (Hartford, 18?0 . “Jaumal of Frﬂﬁ%diﬁgﬁ of t,he
Convention held at the Galloge of William and Mary, April, 1719,"

Ig 199=242,

9. Jones, passim.
10, Spotewood, Official Istters, I, 174.
llu ‘ Jmﬁgg ?o 253-

tho Ygﬁg 1619 '?hiiadelphiég )TV,
13. Hening, IV, 143-50.

14. Perry, "Mr. Ingles to the Governor, August 8, 1705." I, 139.
15. Jones, p. 70.

16. William A, R, Goodwin, Histor ketch of Bru
Williamsburg, Virginia (Pstersburg, 1903), p. 13k.




61

17. Goodwin; paSsim.

18, Goodwin, passim.

19, Goodwin, p. 1.

20, Goodwin, pp. 121-145

21, Goodwin, p. 145%

22, - Spotswood; letters, I and I, passim.
23. Spotswood; letters, 1I, 291-92.

24. Daniel Esten Yotley, . ssary James Blair, Founder of
Willigm and Yary College (Baltimore, 1901), P 53

25, Thomas J. Wertenbaker, "Alexander Spotswood", Dictionary o
American Biography (New York, 1933). :

26. Spotswood, Qfficial Ietters, II, 221-60,
28, Erydan; PPe 340-353.

29. Perry, "The Journal of: the Proceedings of the Convention held at
the College of William and Mary in April, 1719." I, 199-242.

30, Dowdey, P» 135.
31. Goodwin, pe 134.
32, Brydon, p. 352.

33‘ ﬁ@flry R@ﬁﬁ %I}.‘m&-ﬂe} @d»; g’.z,._
Colonial Virginia (Richmond, 1925),

715, 11T, 517,

ﬁeccmber 99

34, Henry Road Mellwaine, ed., Journals of the House of Bursesses
in Virginias (Richmond, 191:.) December 15, 1719, II, 30l..



62
CHAPTER V
PEACE AND PROGRESS IN LATER YEARS

The eccleciastical power of Commissary Blair was in
eclipse only oncewsthe interval in 1724 between the death of Bishop
John Robinson {and the automatic lapse of the comiissarial commission)
and the decislon of Bishop Bdmund Gibson, his successor, to ask the
King to renew the said commigsion. Blair wrote the new Bishop, urg-
ing him to hurry up with the gémdssion because two unworthy clergy-
men were taking advantage of him. He proposed to hold an investigation
of the conduct of these two men who had been accused of scandalous
behavior, and if the charges were proven he proposed "bo proceed to
suspension of their license, which is only during the bishop's
pleaaure."&

However, Bishop Gibson was a thorough executive and he
wanted to check on affairs before making any decision concerning the
cormissary. Lines of communication between london and Virginia were
well open by 1724, so that the bishop could easily check on reports
by and about his colonial representative.

He had the recently published account of the coleny,
The Present State of Virginis by the Reverend Hugh Jones who had been

in Virginia five years as professor abt the colloge, rector st James-
town, and Chaplain of the General Assenbly.? Jones made a careful
analysie of the church and wrote a deteiled deseription of its
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workings. The clergy, the parishes, the church buildings, the
vestries, the church schools, the financial status are all des-
cribed "for the encouragement and intelligence of such good ¢lergy~
men and others as are inclinable to go and setbls there.® Among
.his‘ suggestions was the appointment of a church leader who would
have mra'pwer than a commicsary but less than o bishop. "He
might be called Dsan of Virginia.”:ﬁ

Bishop Gibsen alec had the report of the new lieutenant-
Governor; Major Hugh Drysdale, to guide him in judging Blair.
Drysdale wrote t0 him in 1724, %on the relation of the state of the
Church and Clergy in this dominiofn.... Your Iordship's Commissary on
whose truth and integrity I assure your lowdship mey entirely depend.
He has discharged that trust with an unblemished reputation under the
Commicsion of many of your lordship's predecessors, and to their
great satisfaction. Yet this behavior camnot securs him from the
assaults of 11l tongues,; whose malignity brings innocence itself
into suspicion, and makes the truth difficult to be known by those
who (have prepossessed by ilie"l’ Drysdale only lived a few years
after his arrival in Virginia, his short term of office being one of
harmony.,

Parochial reports were sent to Bishop Glbson in 1724 in
answer to his questionnaire. These reports give another piecture of
church 1life in Virginia. There were forty+eight parishes in the
colony, fifteen of which were vacant at the time. Thug the twenty-
eight clergy who replied represented almost gll of the churches R
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The average length of time served by the clergy respond-
ing to the questiomnaire was twenty-five years in the colony, with
an average of twenty=-one years in their present parishes: Only one
clergyman wag known to have moved to another colony to better his
lot. Only five of these men he_zd beeri indutted. The parishes were
large in size and emall in number of souls by comparison ‘with English
Standards. The average parish was twenty miles square .and served
150 familiess The parishes often had two o» more church buildings
within their bounds, all under the same rector, Bishop Gibson is not
known 4o have commented on the émw of ehurch affsirs as shown by
these reports, but he made no drastic¢ changes.

The very great difi‘iaulﬁz} of the church throughout the
whole ¢olonial period was that it existed simply as a group of
separate pariches with no center of life and unity around which a
corporate life ecould gmmﬁ Blair hed not been given power to effect
this unitys Bub he did keep commmication alive between the parishes
by ealling convocationss And he did coordinate their functioning by
getting regulatione passed by the House of Burgesses: There are neo
‘records of his personal relati&mships with either the clergy or the
vestries, but they must have been many. By his long life and his
forceful personality, he must have lent am alr of continuity and
power to the Virginia Church.

Qur Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, in four volumes, contain-

ed eﬁe hundred ond sevenbeen of Blair's sermons. Published first in
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1722, 4t ran through at least two editions. The modorn dictum that
"o goul je saved aftor the first twenty minubes™ would have horrifisd
both clergy and laity in the ocarly eighteenth cenburys 3o these
sermons make protiy heavy reading twam?

Blair was a faithful peprover of sing otrugnling 0 make
hio hoarers @ndﬁ‘al of thelr duty to Gods In & serson on swearing
he warned, "The btime is coming that the tares must be separated from
the whoat) and they shall be cast with the evile-the devil who loved
Vheminto hell; but the engels sholl carefully gather the vheat into
God's barn." and, in denouncing flashy dress, he assured hio congres
gotion, "It is not the outward gaudy beauty that ho values, bubt the
ornemente of the mind~-Christian graces and virtucs—-which, in hie
sight, ars of great m:zm‘?‘g It oan be supposed that the new bishop
&ié not £ind the incumbent commissary wanting in 2eal or opstorical
ability. Blair's commission was rensweds

Blair's lesdership in the church having boen ascured by
the new commisgion, he was free to continue the bullding up of the
gollege. Fe had been graduaslly strengthening ite fagulty end adding
to its student body. FPinally the provisions of the cherter were
complied with? six masters and a hundred ctudents, more or less, in
the gramoar school and college goobined. James Blalr made bis lest
trip to Bngland in 1726 to ssge the transfer of the amemhip of the
¢olleoge property from the B@m of Trustees appointed dy the Crown
in 1693 to the president and fLacully.’
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The only obstacle to the proper and immediate btransfer
was Blair's old eneny, Sir Francis Nicholson, who refused to sign
the papers. Nicholson, Blair and the Reverend Stephen Fouacs were
the surviving members of the original bosrd of visitors. Since the
transfer involved real estate, the formal deed of gale required all
three signatures. The college had to wait three years for Nicholson
to dia.m

February 27, 1729 is the date on the Transfer, but it
was actually August 15, 1729 before "the transfer of the corporate
anthority...vas completeds™ August 16, 1729 is the earliest written
record we have of college business, Barlier records were burned or
lost. It is interesting to note that the first order of business for
the President and six faculty members was the subscribing to the Thirty-
nine Articles of the Church of England and the Oath De Fideli Adminige
tratian&.l‘?

The first full-time Professor of Divinity was appointed in
that same year. In that appointment Blair zaw the beginning of his
dream for a volenial-trained clergy come true. It would be years
befors the college could supply the need for clergymen, so licutenants
Governor William Gooch made the plea to the Bishop of Lendon in 1729,
"The great want we are in of ministers, my Lord, many parishes being
vacant. ..My lord, the Iaity all over this Province are so well
ir;sliﬁ-ed to Religion and Vertue, that 'tis great pity they should
want Instruction to help them forward in their Duty. %>
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No langer did young men nsed to go to England for
ministerial training. There are no records to tell how many of
Virginia's.clergymen were born and educated here. But the faet that
they could be so trained gave the colonial church a measure of
independence formerly lacicing. But they still had to go to london
to be ordained. .The Governor once reported to the Bishop, "The
Gentlemen your Iordship was pleased to ordain are returned to this
country, and in their several parishes have behaved themselves to the
satisfaction of us here, and suitable to your Isrdshipls hepea,"u’
Bishop Meade; the church historian, asserts, "It iz positively affirme
ed by those most competent to speak that the besht ministers were those
educated at the college. wl5

Blair was trying in many ways to move power across the
ocean. Training in leadership waz a sound basis for power. His
college helped supply that training to many colenial leaders. Two
years after Blair'e death in 1743, Iieutenant-Governor Gooch declared,
"There is not in any Part of the World, a Collsge vhere good order,
Decency and Diseipline are better maintain'd, where God Almighty is
more constantly mnd devoutly worshipp'd and where greater care is
taken to train up young students in the Rudiments of Religion, lLoyalty,
Science and Good Mantiers,..than in t.hiaq"m‘

William Gooch was the only royal goversior who did not
have some struggle for power with Blair. He was appointed in 1726
upon the death of Hugh Drysdale, Lisutenant-Governor for only four
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years. At the time of Gooch's appointment, Blair was in Iondon on
eollege business. There are no records to ghow that Bloir had any-
thing to do with the appointment, but, if he had, it would not have
been the first time. He would have been acting out of character had
he not offered suggestions as to cholce of governor..

#There i8 a perfect understanding bebtwixt him and mes
and that makes all things easy both with Clergy and laity,® wrote
Blair to the probably astonished Bishop of ILenden on Cetober 28,
1727,
commissary., Only hie private letters to his brother; Thomas, Bishop

Gooch officially kept on excellent terms with the aging

of Norwich, show what his real feelings were. "I have done all my-
. self hitherto, and rule without any particular favourite, which is
not liked by the Commissary who used to Govern. He iz an unascounts
able spark, hated abominably by all men but his countrymen, and when
he can't advise nor direct; he's inclined to perplex, but as yet we
are good Friends and I intend to keep it so if I can, which will be
diffioutt, e

later the same year, Gooch wrote, "The Commissary is a
very vile old fellow but he does not lmow that I am sensible of it,
being still in appearance good friends, Unless he has all and does
all, he is not sstisfied, and if he did; very few in this country
besides himself would be s0."* In spite of these feslings, Gooch

kept on good terms with Blair.
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That the Commissary still had control over the clergy
is shown in a report made by Gooch to the Bishop of london in 1738..
"Mr.. Smith has chose rather to surrender his Parish, than to submit
himgelf to an Hearing in the Commissary'’s Courtt he was charged with:
Grievous Urimes, and 15 such a sott, and go weak in mind as well as
body, that he is neither fitt nor sble to Serve a Cure.n?0

James Blair spent his last days in cuiets  Still rector
of Bruton Parish Church,. he held services regularly there.. He was
still commissary but we have little record of any acbividy other
than letter writing, mostly te the Bishop of Lindom. He was still
a member of the Governor's Council but there .is little in the journals
other than a "Yea" or Naye." And he was President of the college for
his Life~time. College affairs went smoothly after the transfer of
legal power in 1729, Blair asssuming the role of older statesmen now
that days of ¢ontroversy were over. He lieved in the handsome brick
President's House, begun in 1732, and from itg vantage point right
beside the college gate; he watched the comings and goings at the
college.

‘A beautiful chapel,. attached to the main buildigzgg -had
been wmpleted in 1732. Blair wrote to the Bishop of Ionden,. "Our
Chapel in the College is now finished, and we have prayers in it
morning and eveniﬁg."‘?l In. reference to the chapel and to Bruton
Parish Church, it has been written, "Willlemsburg was once the minia-

ture copy of the Court of St, James, somewhat aping the manners of
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that royal place, while the old church grave~yard snd the ¢cllege
chapel were the Westminster Abbey and the 8t. Paul's of Iondon,
where the great ones were éntér‘red;“%

Blair was an old man of eighty-four in 1740, but he was
not too old for ene more bout: Governor Gooch had been called to
lead a military expedition outside the colonys In his sbsence, James
,Bleir, as senior member of the Council and president of that body,
became acting governor of the coleny for ten monthss Some years be-
fore William Byrd ¥T had raised objection to the oliglibility of a
clergyman for the presidency and temporary governorship, even though
the law stated that the government should devolve upon the eldest
councillor in ease of emsrgencyss So Blair, insisting on his rights,
stayed on until Gooth returned, even though Byrd again ébjectaciam*‘
Byrd had been & member of the Council sinecs 1708 but became president
himself only upont Blairts death, holding that position of honor for
just a year, wntil his death.

Nothing of importance transpired in those months of Blair's
temporary political elevation. The position carried with it social
duties, and we have record of hig being host at the annual King's
Birthday B21l in the capital. William Byrd reported that "the
President entertained woll."5 Gooch found affairs in good order
upon his return, writing to his brother, "The Virginisns were mightely
rejoyced at my Return, Day amd Night firing Guns, Bonfires and Illumi-
nations." He added the tongue-in-check comment, "the good Commissary
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kept belioving he should never see me a,g;aim“z@

The Villiam Byrd who objected to Blair'o nscumpbticn of
power in 1740 waz the same man who had taken fndroo' side againet
Blair in the bitter contest for poser at lambeth in 1696, So it
is pleasant to road that thess two men becams friends in later life.
Byrd's diary mentiors dining peacefully with Hlair often helween
1739 (when the disry bogine) and 1741 (when the dlary onds), They
geomed to have dined on ouch mild foods as "boiled milk" and "bolle
od muttan."<7 o wondey they did not arguel

Able execubor that he wus, Goooh antieipated the day
when a new Commiesary would be sent over to Virginia. OCooch wrote
the Bishop of Iondon a long letter an the subject in 1737. Rumor
had come %o him that o certoin young lawyer, Waggoner, wes suggéste
that his father, s clergyman in England, would like to be the next
Compissary. Oooch had incuived ebont him end fownd him "much better
remembered o 8 bad painter, then s Divine," Howevor, the Govornor
suggested, “Bubt 1f we hore might be alloved to nome, our Philosophy
Professor Mr. Dawson, is the man.® He wrote fully of Dawsan's
qualifications and stated, "ind 1 make no guestion, o the first
ocoasion alter the Comuissary's Death, he will be unanicously Elected
President of the Colloge, and have his %’amm“z& In a later letber
announoing Blair's death, Goach told of Dawsonts "being by the une
animous wote of the Visitors slected President of William and Mary
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College, as good a Testimonial of his Merit as Your Iordship could
receive from Hence."?’ Dawson was also unanimously elected minister
of Bruton Parish Church.>0 Subsequently, Bishop Gibson appointed
him Commissary.

"0ld Blair dled last month," wrote William Gooch to his
brother in 1743, "in his 88th year, and to the great comfort of
his gwph&w’ his Heir, has left & 10,000 behind him, A Rupture he
has had for above 40 years concealed from every Body but one friend,
morbified and killed him. . If his Belly had been as sound as his
Head and Breast, he might have lived many years longer. n31 But he
had lieved out a span of life longer and more laborious than most
men,

Quest for power had been the main spring of James Blair's
1life. Personal power always dies with a man, but power that a man
gets for an institution oy group lives on: There were institubions
and groups in colonial Virginia that were stronger in 1743 when James
Blair died than they had been in 1684 when he landed in the colony.
And they were stronger partly because he had been concerned with them.

‘ The Church of England in Virginia wes really a Virginia
Church by 1743. True, ite members were un-confirmed. Its clerical
candidates had to go to Iondon for ordination, although many were
trained at the College 0f William and Mary. Bub the power of the
organization remained localized in the church vestries. The church
was thereby stronger and more ready o stand alone in the days after

1776
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The college was a going concern. It had been many years
before a real college was established. Bubt Blair never forgot it
and kept working for the goal of a college to train Virginia men
for Virginia leadership, Thus the origine of the men vho were finally
to win power for the colony from the Crown were to be in the colony
$teelf,

The colony was also stronger because James Blair had been
& member of the Governor's Gouncil for forty-nine years. Royal
instructions were still given to the governors, but each succeeding
governor must have realized that his power to carry them out was
becoming less and less. James Blair was there for many years to
remind him if he forgot. The Governor's Council was gradually taking
over the governor's power. It was not & democratic movement for -
power that Blair led, bubt it was a shift of power across the ocean,

Virginia owes a debt to James Blalr--contentious, autocratic,
greedy for power and wealth but still honest, hardeworking and a
believer in ths future of Virginiaa The Virginia he envisioned was
powerful and he helped make it so.

Perhaps he did not view himself as others did. It is
said that he wrots his own epitaph>? which stands today on the
wsather~smoothed pombstone in the old Jamsstovm Churchyard. A fres
translation of the Iatin memorial gives us James Blair as he saw

himself,
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Here lies buried
The Reverend and Honerable
James Blair, A. ¥.,

who was born in Scotland, was educated in the College

of Edinburgh, and emigrated to England, and thenve to
Virginia, in which colony he spent fifty-eight years

ag an BEvangelist, Desacon, and Priest of the Chureh of
England, and fifty-four years as Commissary of the
Bishop of london. He was the founder and first President
of William and Mary College;, a member of the Council,

and subsequently its President; and as such in the
absence of the representative of the King, the

Governor of the Colony.

He sustained his various offices with the approbation
of his fellowmen, while he illustrated in his life
those graces which adorn the Christisn character.

He had a handsome person, and in the family circle
blended cheerfulness with plety.

He was a genercus friend to the poor, and was prompt
in lending assistance to all who needed it.

He was a liberal benefactor of the College during
his life; and at his death bequeathed to it his
library, with the hope that his books, which were
mostly religious, might lesad the student to those
things iwhich lead to salvation.

He died on the ____ day of the Calends of May . «

in the year 1743; aged eighty-eight years, exhibiting
to the last those graces which make old age lovely,

and lamented by all, especially by his nephews, who
have reared this stone to commemorate those virtues
which will long survive the marble that records them,2-
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