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Thore are & grest many works deeling with colonial
Virginie end its history. Waile aame'&&gﬁuﬁs %mwiQﬁa
asgpests of government and justiece on the iahaifiévelé
of county snd perich, relatively few make any roferenco
to minioipal government or justiee. In other American
toloniss early rﬁaﬁréﬂ'havﬁryammiﬁ%éé historians é@
study many of the corporate towms anﬁ-%iﬁi@é in some
detail. Such is not the ocase with Williamsburg and
Norfoll, the only munieipal corporations in solonial
Virginia, Many ¥illiameburg and James City County
récords, removed to Richmond for safekesping during the
oivil War, were burmed in the evacuation of the oity,

Other records have simply disappeareds

Despite the scarcity of available materiel, I felt
thet o study chould be made of these two ?i%gini&'ﬁmwaﬁ»
Thelr corporate rnture mede w&iﬁiamabﬁwg and Norfolk a
gpecial case in the schome of loeal colonial poveriment.
For this veason, I have tried to progent as ﬁﬁta&l&& &
deseription as poosible of the enly munioipel governments
and court systems found in colonial Virginia, Although
there sre somoe gaps, 1t 48 possible to supply %ﬁfmrm&ﬁiﬁﬁ
by inference in & few cases--vhat s true of ong town ig
sometimes true of the other, At best, the pleture must
romain incomplete. I am sonvinded, however, that an
incomplete ploture 1s at least preferable to nonec.
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L GOVERWMENT AND JUSTICE
IN COLONTAL VIRGINTA .

WILLIAMSBURG AND




1.

In 1722 Villiamsburgs capital of the Virgind
-eolony; received a royal chavber of incorporation,
ity becene & mmwmmﬁmﬁm sorporation governed by

| mByor; recorders &M&m@m and common mammg The
" eity wes also mammgm o imm m; oun municipal

: qﬁ' F@mmn years later the town of Forfolk
rmaiw& a8 ahar*&efm the provisions. of which were almost
identical to those of the Williamoburg document.?
Gonsequently, elthough Willlamsburg wes offielally
sbyled o "elty" and Norfolk a "boreugh," both towns had
the same form of govermments S ‘

- The g@v@mm% of @*&mmmamw& @mﬁ Horfolk, ﬁ»ma
%mﬁ of Hew York; Amwmm and & mzmmr saf other
golonial tovns, wes ¢losely ya%ema& after thet og %}xﬁs
Englich mniolpal boroughs The borough is found as far
back in English hﬁ.m@m %8 i}m ¥iddle Ages. By the
begimning of x.m ﬁﬁ;\%‘%;4%§% Mms;’:;; 4% had become the
gommon form of town and eity govermment throughout |
Inglend ond mach of Wales, Thore wasy hmmwm ne
'%tyzsaim;t boroughs Some had (3

own up through custon;

1 ”cb&mar m* wimimmwg“ in Rutherfoord %a&wﬁnﬁ
A Briof snd Trus Roport Soncerni 48, 1*? LLidamsiare in
Qmﬁﬂ , 4D * !5 5%"3 ‘

o “m@ ammm* of ‘i%’m*fam Borough® in The Ordimences
_tho Borough of Norfollt.,. (Norfolk, 18457, 3-0,




othors had beon ércated by stetute or by charter. At
one Hime or another most of them had rocedved royal
charters ymvmﬁ.ng for, or at lesst pecogniszsing; their
ingorporations \

The privileges enjoyed by & munioipsl borough
- waricd videly from P @e Lo 3;‘2,&@@@ Hany ‘boroughs had
the right to sond buigesses to Parliement, Théy might
Blse clect theip owm local officials, although the first
@x‘%awm wore stnebinss named in the mssr; A %ygﬁaeﬁ
group might include mayor, recorder; &ldermen, eouncilmen,
ag&ﬁbaxﬁaing»ﬁ&wm‘gietﬁggﬁm& %ﬁi@iﬁﬁéﬁ Some boroughs had
more officlals than othors: often & man in one borough
performed the duties of seéversl men in anothers The

minicipal borough froguently exercised some or all of
such privileges es reislng revenus, controlling exponses
passing ‘iz;gf‘?gma end ordinonces; and holding fairs and
mar?zﬁ%aﬁ‘ The administrotion of borough affairs was in
¥he hands of a corporate Dody often referved to pe the

common counell; compoged ¢f naydr; reocorder, aldermen;

3 %mu&h oefficiale in England were knowr By o
variety of titless Those given here gorvespond 9 the
titleg of the Willlamsburg and Norfoll officlialsy The
eolondal sergeont was the counterpart of the English
balllff, although his pogition was never one of the
s2me power or prominenced,

& R&amm B, M@MQ; delopt Coses of the Heyoer's




4
and cowncilmon. 4 soparste court of freemem; known as
‘%hﬂ_ﬁawmﬁﬁ hﬁi@; had g@@ﬁ_bu&dgf,@eﬁara&;uae,bg.&68$éﬁ

Of a1l the liberties possessed by the English
borough, the most important wns the right to hold &
mam%ﬁiﬁaxfaaur%~¢f ite own. Looal courte presided over
by the mayor were eronted to meet the growing need for
prompt Sﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂsé‘ By the ond of tho sovenbednth cenbury
"the desire of a town %o heve its own Meglotrates was
the most frequent reason for secking &ﬁhﬁ?@@ﬁﬁé?

The nature of the courts varied with the borough
Those with the right to hold fairs and markete held
courts of plepoudré to declde all controversies; sulbs,

end guarrels that arose during & Ffalr op ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁgg Many
boroughs held courts of querter sessions for the trisi
of eriminel casges. In some inotoncds they wore pormitted
to try and punish sll felonies “"not affecting life or
member® in addition to all misdeémesncrs; although the
gourt ab Leods was not allowed 4o tyy cases of

3 Yonor and Borough, 363»3567: This term was
Willianmsburg and Norfolk o mean the
common ¢ounclils The torm common council somsbines
meant only the councilmen.

in eightecnthwcentury Eugland,; they were authorized in
the charters of Williamsburg and Norfolk. The City of
Hew York had such a ocourt as late as 1773. Morria,
jeleot Cngos, 4




é
menslaughter or mirder,” In the matber of ehvil
jurisdiction some courts wers limited to porsonsl
sotions, others to casss regerding lend within the
boroughs and others to sults eriaing vithin the ilmite

of the boroughs & fow courts were permitted o heay
10

any sort oF civil abtion,

The most highly devoloped institutions of local
government and justics vere those found in the City of
London, the groa minicipal borough eorporation in
eighteenthecentury England. Governmment in the Gity of
London was in the hands of the mayor, oldermen, and
common councilmens These meh were résponsible for
passing all lowe and ordinences o regulate trade and
industry end to govern the Oity. They set price limits,
eupervised welghts and messures, and regulated the
public markets: They alec contrelled all publiec land,
appointed the watech, granted freedom of the City to
strangers, and chose & large number of lesser officials,
The aldermen icsued all licenses for the ¢ity's ale

houses, a4

1l

In all eriminal cases justlee wap administered by

10 reaa,, a-342, |
oon [Vi11den Bohunl, Privilen ,
;Jnim., t’@ ?« '9; 3‘5«»,;;%%* x»’.w 13,

12 Webl, %@




G
guerter and petty cedsions of court, neld before mayor;
wee@réew$ and aldermen. &cearﬁ%ng o ﬁh@ various
ehar%%ra @ramﬁaa to London, ﬁh%&ﬁ @fﬁaa&m&a Wwekéd ﬁ@ﬁisma%ﬁa
as justices of the peace for the OLtys Thelr authority
was the same as that of sny county justice of the peace,
As tho justices became tho real rulers of the county in
the sighteenth cenbury; these mon bscams the dominant
infiuencs in the torough,*?

In medleval times elvil juricdiction had boen
exercised by & hustings courd, posssaping the same powers
as the county courté snd trencacting both adminietrative
and judicial business,. Vhile this court #5311 exieted
in the eighteenth century, 1t wes concorned only with
such matbers as pleas of land and renie and the enrolling

ting of wills, Ip its place the major oivil
Suriaéia%i&ﬁ,w@g éxersised by the London moyor's ﬁﬁﬁf@@}&
Despite the name Mmstings, the minteipsl cowrts of
Willlemsturg and Norfoll were modeled after this later
and more important jJudielel bodys

The moyor's court of London vas held before the
mayor; recorder,; and sldermen: Only four atitoruneys
were permitted to pragtice in the court, and costs were

14 Mﬁ;rr&.ﬁ }?;  e ned

ase, 5maa ﬁhar@ wes 8loo &
sherriffst aaux@,.“' wes inferior, &n that cases .
aould be renoved from &ﬁ to the mayor's court by eithér
perty ot any time b@fﬁ?@ a-?uwy was gworn to try the
cases See 6lno Privilesis Londini, 188,




"
kept lows No limit wes placed on the amount of deby or
damages that could be recovered, As a court of record,
1% tried all @awﬁaﬁﬁi'aﬁé«m&ﬁ%ﬁtaaﬁiﬁﬂﬁ*@$iﬁi”& Wighiﬂ‘
%h@‘iﬁﬁiﬁﬁ of the City., Common lsw sctlons might Include

“ %ha équi§y
ot b@%@r@ the court were %&1&$

debbo, ﬁ&ﬁ“ﬁc?&ﬁﬁﬁg torts, and sleotment, Among

or changeyy éases broug

for general ?ﬁii&f% cages of f@&ﬁ& snd &uw@sgﬁ guits
&m?@l%&ng eatates &ﬁﬁ the guatody and a&usa%&%n of
@wyﬁangs and suits brought by &@?@@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ«lﬁ The ocourt
%gaﬁggeﬁﬁ\gnpﬁaﬁigﬁﬁam,inﬁmﬁriﬁamﬁ:anﬁ.&&mﬁrg&&y capes

as well as in those invelving defamation; merried women
sngssed iﬁ,ﬁﬁaaﬁﬁ the publie m@wkéﬁﬁﬁ an& the supervision
of a@pr@nﬁiaéa& The mayor's court also %r&&& 8ll
hrﬁﬁahﬁﬁ of the City mr&im&ﬁﬁaﬁ@lﬁ
The common form of town and city government in
sighteenth-contury Englend was the municipsl borough.
The greatest of all borough sorporations was the City of

London, Whers the inatitublons of local government snd
Justice reached thelir higheet point of dovelopment. I%
wes upon such institutlons that the hﬁ@@ﬁ@hﬁ‘ﬁf eolonial
Virginia were baseds




II. INCORPOBATION
ming most of the seventeonth ecentury Jamestéwn
wag the only p&e}w m the Virginis emlany @m&_ sonld bo
éalled & towns Even 80y 48 mw a8 1675 4t had only
twelve or fourtéen familios. L constent efforts weré
ne¢ensiry to keep the town in fud able repadry amé
:ﬁ‘mmﬁm fives &a&s‘%&%‘gﬁ& even fﬁhe most w@mﬁéamﬁmweﬁ
Mﬁﬁ&n@m , &mﬁs%@m m&rw &kﬁ@yéﬁ any form of Toonl
g@ﬂz&m@mg fmv m& @ﬁ* tma Lown was “":*li.ﬁmw in the
hands of the governor and the Goneral sssemblys. The
ahief émpﬁmma ‘ot the se@ﬁwﬁm wds a8 the
government for the colony. Déspite repoated efforts to

tma& 6f

move the government to some othér place, Jamestown
remsined the capital until the dlose of the seventeenth
contury, It redeived 1ts fatal blow in 1608 vhen the
newly m&m State ﬁ@ua@ wEE ﬁwﬁx&w@ﬁ by fire. Thi
time tHe Assembly m@ mr&mﬁ@& to move the meat of
rebulld et Jemestown, snd m@am
mammmn s & h%lﬁhmr and moye q&nm&aimﬁ %a&tﬁ.ﬁmg
was selevted as thé site foi the new cepltals

¥iddle Plantation had been gettled in 1633 to
provide ad mamz. pro‘ection agalnst the Indlens,
located on high mxm& midwey between the James and

gwamaﬁ mﬁaﬁr then




York Bivers, the settloment was for memy yesrs only &
wilitary outpost, Although Middle Flanteblon grew; and
5 cepltal of the colony

even served as the temporer;
wing Becon's Rebeiliony it never became os lavge or
as- ma%&m as Jamestown,. The first sign of the
x&@%ﬁ.@m@m*ﬁ future luportauce deme in 1603, when the
smbly selected Middle Plantation as the wmost

%:!;mm@ place for bullding the College of William and.
Mary An Virginis, Six yeers later it became the new
topitel and was ronsmed the Oity of Willlamsburg in
honor of XKing Willism TI%. )

By an sot of Asgenbly passed ia- 2699 & now town
wag mm osul between the e&@mﬁ@a a.nﬁ the site of the

fon men wers named sz divectors

of the @&%3 to wmake eny rules; orders, or dlrections
for h&iiﬁin@ ot provided by the acty and the governor
wes given authordty to gran ‘ \ Lra
markets as he thought fits Tho ect further provided

thet the governmor might incowporate the sity as the

Mayory Aldermen; end Commonaldy of the City of VAllismsburg,
with the right of perpetual suceession and the right to

make sny laws, rales, and ordi
city not combrory t¢ those of England or the dolonys

anoes for governing the

o 2 ’%&lmm Waller H@n&%, ’A‘,fa., £ 4
l 92 (Wev York, 1623), IIX, '3;9? 4
! ‘i@‘ :immin% @m Bud. axmg i:r :




30
The nev cepital grew sloulys The Jemes City county
t ves moved from Jamestown Yo Willlamsburg; and in

-
1713 o nev courthouss was budlt on the sout
of Prancis snd Engle nd Spreéte sevoss from the powdér
megazine, Like Jamestown; the capital cont: ;
governed by acks of the General Asseublys In the opening
sepalon of November 1715, Governor Spotewood told the -
Aspenbly that o morket houes; bettor landinge; and o few
public springs veuld be of mmm@ to "his Infant town, no
The poor condition of the main stvest an
and the noed for o werket and new furnis b
churel led the inhebitante to pebitlon the Burgesscs for
money in 17205 They were gronted £150 for zmm&m
Lridges ond dauseways on thé maln street; but the other
rogquents were m&@@w&.%’ ‘ .
: The mﬁaﬁ@m@m and. mmamw of Willlengburg
had petitioned the Coumeil im 1717 for o gharter of
ueh roved the ides;

1t took no anisimﬁ The eitisons petitionsd
gedts dn Mey 1722, This time they asked the st&%
4o ald then In séouring o charter froém the governor 3
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sccordance with the Act of 1699:, One month later the
Burgesoces presented Governsr Spotstvod with o formal

address ashing that the City of Williameburg be.

&ﬁaawﬁmﬁaﬁ;ﬁ o ;o L L

On July 28, 1722, the eity wap granted & royal
chartor An the name of, George L. . "

Whersss a healthful, plesgant, & wmm@ﬁmm{

%iaw '&zy aaﬁ of %ha,‘_é;weml &aﬁemhiy; +shath

. wepointed & & _:','@3 #}%ﬁé Lor & Towmsss | .
3 Aamsburgs . ; KIOW YEE that we,,.do
eﬁmsﬁﬁ.m%e and %ﬁ‘&@% m@ 6sid TOWn. 448 @ﬁ::gv .

1ﬂﬁﬁmm§§@u 7Y
&aeamma %o tm m’x"‘%ﬁw ‘!zm éi‘i’ﬁ.m:am m‘ %:,}m wmmﬁim
m:gmdfa& s myam P m&eamm'g ﬁ:éﬁx &léﬁm&&&, emé m@m
g:r:mmaﬁ amm&&mam ﬁ?&w f&mﬁ mymr; m@aré@m am
aldermen were named in the mmﬁxr and were directed $o
Valeet and chuse wnw M’ *E:»h@ m@aﬁ f‘f {’;iﬁi@a‘% gf the
Inhabitants of the said ¢ity; ‘being free Menmy" to sorve
as the wmmzm soundi Iny T m wﬁer %o wxwﬁ%m thoir
megsaesamn ﬁha,y wers o meot every Foar on the feast day
Gf Bt. &mﬁrem the mmm‘m of ﬁ@?@m&@m and ﬁwm one
M %ha al&@mm &8 mym@ i‘mﬂ %&w amum yewﬂ The
m&@r&wg a‘iﬂaﬁm@m and @@mm mmm%a would r@mm
in offlse during their good Mzﬁvmx‘, Upon the déath,

departure; or reslgnation of eny @ﬁ-’;&‘a@a;‘% the others




were to meet and chovse a m@@%m Vacancies among
the comnon couneilmen would be filled only on the
thirtieth of Novembor. Only man sould be
¢leocted as mayor, and to bocome an aldermean & pérson

mist first be one of thé common counsilmen: The
recorder had to be "a Person learmed in the Law,"

As & corpsrate body the oity's offielals could
purchase or otherwise scquire lands and buildings; not
sreceding the value of £2000 storling
as goods and chottels. They were allowed %o suo and to
be sued ,in sny ecourt of law and to MW sn officisl
seal which they might chenge at will,

The meyor, recorder, snd aldermen were designate
s Justices of the peact within the limd
As such they had suthority to appoint eonstables,
surveyors of tﬁw streets, and any other neovdsary
efficers. They were to enforce all laws, ordinances,
and stetutes made for governing the eity; however; thoy
ned no jurisdiotion over the governmor's lands or
houschold without his permissioms No “other Justice of
the peate could exercise any suthority within the eity
Jimits of Willlamaburg.

These same officlals were to hold a court of
huetings onte s month and were to appoint olerks and
other officers: As Judges they had Jurisdiction over
a1l pleas of trespass and ¢joctment, writs of dower;
and other peorgsonal ond mixed asotions srising t@t{s&m the

e year, as well




i3
imits of the oitys 4s & court of regord %hw were 1o
gﬁ:m gu&mm& and m@wﬁ mwm&m Mw,;j ng to the lawe
%ﬁ statutes of BEng frami ﬁm@ the wi@m, A me @f £20
curpont money or 4000 Wmﬁa of mm@w o p&ﬁmeﬁ on
,:‘13:*&%}3:;&1 or mixed M%‘&Q.Qm& and ggamvwim was made for
emaeaa to the &emex*a:l aam e::f %%ma m@m&m & cha
f‘&xz*ﬁa@r stated a::m o futuve @}.ﬁa%ﬁ ah@um agt B a
;jmﬁme af the maaﬁa or 83t on %m emxwﬁ ﬁf %mm; ij{
&mzzaas ’m hed fﬁm@ %z%n mms@ & gmtiw of the mmaa

tﬁw wk.mya

in eame wzm@y within
The wmomt&.m wmamm x:eres given the power to

bulld workhouses, houges »&ﬁ;’ wrma%mg and prisons. To

w@z&%@ trade aml @mw m@%wﬁ they %sréﬁ*éa ewﬁwém& ﬁe’&

' rdinances “mt

pass mw@m%m and Just bylaw
contrary but &s nesr as ﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ&@ﬁ%m may ba“ to the lavs, s
ﬁmmtm s and emmz of Asgembly then in mm@u Ponalties

iizﬁpaam on lavbr GaKETD; not to exnceed 408, awmt
m;my of vammm, migm Be 1@*@1@@ by the mﬁm @i’ the
offender's lend and cuployed for the public m&’&%fi@g

The @:;:w van to have twe markets & wéek; on
%ﬁ@ﬁma@ag and Saturdoy, m two folys a yww, on
@a;zﬁ:e;r 12 end ﬁwm 23, %’11& iavied on li%awm
and gaaé;sﬁ 8014 ab the market might be W@ﬁ for the ﬁi‘@y”a
m::f,aﬁ'i% ami were not o exoosd 6d. on maw beast, 3d.

on evsry hog; and emwwmmeﬁh the value of mw mmﬁﬁiﬁr
émi&s Froemen who were m'mmw of the city would pay
@nﬁ.y half the toll ahamd noneresidente.



On the fsir day,; 45 well as two days before and
two days aim@m pﬁamﬁna aﬁ%zxﬁ&w the falr wore exempt |
from arrest; end thelr goods were exempt from attachmont,
Instead; the mayor; recorder; and sldermen would hold a
emmz --@i’ pispoudre to hear and detérmine all sults and
controversies arising during the course of the falr,

The shorter allowsd the city one Mpréﬁseat%i%
in the House of m@@mm 48 in England; there were
gertain property guelificstions for holding office and
for voting: 4 oandidate seeking slection to the House
of Burgesses must have o frechold or visible estate
worth 1200 sterling Af a resident of Willlameburgs if
not e vesident, he must heve s frechold or visible estate
worth £500 sterling, All fresholders in the olity having
& house smd lob, all residents with a visible estate of
£50 gurrent money; and all persons having seorved five
yoars at & trade within the city and afterverds being o
housekeepeyr and inhabltent of the ¢ity were entitled to
vobte in this eloction,

The final provision of the cherter nsmed the first
tovn cleris He wae to hold offisce during his good
behavior and was to recelve all fees arising out of the
office,

The town of Norfolk was not sottled until the énd
of the seventeenth century. For many years the Crowmn
had urged that towns be satablished throughout the colony,



15
and in 1680 the Genoral Asgorbly passed one of seversl
acte intended to lmplement this Crown policys The act
.ééﬂ&nu$%$& ﬁiﬁ%@@& sites on which towms wors t6 be
mﬁ_wﬁ Ope of the sites sclocted was the property of

Hicholas %’%ﬁm on the

¢ lakd off An lots of ﬁmﬁﬁmzf Bord oachs '&ﬁaiﬁ"%m
wag seon settled, elthough the Aet 50 '
and pubsegquent efferte feliled to oreate toun s by means
of legislasion: By the beginning of the eighteenth
gentury the port wes the conter of gommerclial aotivity
' i rginis and the Albemarle pechion

of Korth amﬁmm
In 1705 the Assenbly passed suother ot to éstablish
ports end towng in tho colony; end the port ¢f Horfolk

was included in ite provisionss Its inbhabitants were to
sleet five or alghy *‘mm%mm“ who would fm:iuin: elest
one of thelr pumber aa & ”ﬁ;irea%w, " shese men were to
be & corporation with the right of perpetusl suceession
and the power to vaise money ond amﬁﬁ» mxm nislddnga.
As soon as there were sixzty familiss in the toun, the
inhabitante wers to eléot fiftoen “"assistants® to act

8, ﬁmm 11, 471+478, Tor a dlscussion of the
opposition Lo the eaamm.mmm of t@ms in wm@mm,
%ﬁ__ﬁdmwﬁ ”*,‘mm'i "The %gm& ' Golontal )




with the benghers and @wémwﬁ The dlrector, beuchers,
and assistants corresponded to the later o£fices of
mayor; aldermen, end common counsilmen found in both
Williamsburg and ﬁ@ﬁfiﬁ:ﬁiﬁw ,
 The Aot of 1705 further provided thet the azmaw
‘and benchers hold a court of record with aé‘ﬂ?im’ii@%&ﬁs&ﬁ
over c¢ivil actions not emwﬁma the value of &30
shorling snd ell cases relating to town lends and the
penal statutes of the colonys A weekly court of hustings
was to punish eall ceses of fmmorality and petty lerceny
in the panm¢ manner as justlces of the peacs and the
sounty &mrw, although & fine could not exceed £5
steorling. The couwrt emmi appoint town elerk, bailifr,
aryer; constables; and any ﬁﬁﬁ&r nessipary @i’fiﬁm*mm
This sct met with greet oppesition in Englands
went beyond the mere création of sownss 3t mede them
corporations with mmng privileges of
Britich govermmont foared thot such astion would csuse.
inhabitents of tho colony Yo telke up menufscturing in
the towns and neglest the ralsing of tobageo-~to the
detriment of Britich shipping, rovemis, ond imugﬁw@m
On Deconber 15, 1709, Gueen Sune declared the act null

governments The

® Honing, III, 408, 411413,
0 Ipdd., TII, H0D-411s
1 mzey Yuun mw," 321. Bee also E. B, mzmaam.,

Rdview of Colonianl Legislation by the King in 9@
ﬁw York, 1915),; 1151 20; ‘ o



end vold, and Governor Spotswood anvounced ite repeal
the following Julys - Adshough %&a Aot of 1705 never went
into effdst, its gmﬂaxmﬁ werd very similer. to those
thet laber appesred in the charters of Williamsturg
&ﬁﬁ Norfolks -~ o S
In 1736 the inhabitents of Norfolk m%&%&mm
Goverpor Gooch for a charter of Incorporst
septorber 155 1736, the town vas
in the mame of Goorge ﬁia - , :
Vhereas; & heéalthiul and @maamﬁ @meé ¥
commodious for %m«ém and neavigati by
ach of the Genoral Astemblys..hath boen

by the neae. of Hor )
cg.ﬁs eaua%i%aﬁa aﬁﬂ

1 iardty ?&%w&m the % arters of Norfoll and
wim&mmm is evident ot the very outset. Fahvsse by
phrase; provision Bfber provision; the twe dscuments.
are nearly ldenticals. . .

There . ave;. mv%ﬁmm e&am fav. ﬁiﬁ*w&m@m ﬁwfﬁm
was 1o mm s ght mgmw rathor than six and ;;;;i’}-gﬁﬁ;;:;_
mmmm:a vather then fwelves The sy appointed
for. the al%%i@% of the Norfoik mﬁwr was. June m‘gi'g *&2&@
fonat éay of ft. John the Saptiste & Lmit of £
;&arﬁng was plased on the valus of mmas and buildings
that the eorporation might asequire each year, Whils




m:mmw@ had bwo Wl@e&‘ta a weel, Norfolk was to
pres-on Tussdey, Taursday, uvdngs  The

ﬁ“am wotild ‘be on the f&m*& @amﬁaya of @m&m« and
Aprils A Norfolk m der yeeded to have omly &
iﬁz@ﬁm aud half & 1ot %o be @1&@&%&@ to vote for &
vepresentative to the House of ‘Burgesses, Unli
%ﬂiﬁm&mwﬁt Puturs aldersen of Eﬁ@ﬁmm wore nob
roquired to be Justicos of the pesce in some gounty in
the volonys The town ¢lérk of Norfolk was not nomed
in the Charbor,

A comparison of the two chapters ew

genby thet the
Norfolk document was merely & eopy of ‘the carlier one,
with & fev minor changes relative $o lassl, sonditbons,
Besldes thelr similsrity, it has alréady been noted
that both charters embody many of the provisions of the
eariior Town Aot of 1705, ;ﬁ%ﬁgﬂa fuportant. sbELL 4 tho
faot that the system of govérnment and ¢ourts in both

| Lly modeleod after that found in the
suntedpsl borought.

towns wus carefi




13T, THE COMNON COUNOIL

In doloniald Virginis the justices of the peacs and
the eounty courts exercised almost complete authopity
in docal affedres ALY mettors relating to. the peate

and good government of Lho.county fell within their

jurisdiction, They made rulos governing county affairs,
enforced lavs in the county, snd brought to justice sll
uvhose who broke the law.  In shord,; the justieces were

legislators and executives as vell as judges for ihe

govmtys
© When Williemsburg ar

and Forfolk were ghartered, all
authority wes vested dn the officials of each eon

soration
L donson sounghinens<bub,

Jory recordery aldorpen, 6
unlike the sounty 3ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁé$§ thelr povere were divided.
411 juddciel suthority and eerbain exeoubive wzvsms &
rolabing to the malntensnes ol law and order mmm grented
%o the mayory recorder; snd aldermen slonos The

ve powers veére glven 4o

l@@ﬁ.ﬁm&w@ and ﬁé&jt}ﬁwgﬁﬁ*
the entire group of officials mesting a8 o Sommon Soumodl
for the purpose of governing the Gows |
The Herfollk common sounsil meh for the Pirat &ime
on November 18; 1736, two monthi after the charter was
granted, The charter provided that the sixtoen common

counclloen be ohosen by the other ¢fficlels, vhich must
have beon done during the intervening two wonths ae
gloven of the councilmen wepre present et thig First
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g The council eloeted a new mayor to veplace
Samied Boush, Sr.; who hed dled sinse being eppointed
in Beptenber, They also g:ém:% a town clerk; ., Benuel
Boush, dv,, and two nev aldermens |

&n aot passed to eonfirm Nerfolk's charter gave
Sir John Randolph, the Firet resorder, snd sll future
recorders the right %o appoint deputies, subjeet to the
approval of the ¢ommon souncil, Rande iph attended the
first councll meeting bub two days later named Major
David O!Sheal as his deputys When Rendolph dled the
followin 2 Randslphis

5 yosr, 0'Sheal becams the recorder,
son,; Peybon; who served &8 recorder for the boreugh &:t‘%w
1749, a&% appointed a deputy for part of that times

The common councils epent & grest desl of time
providing for their perpetual succession.
they chose & new wmayor from among the sldermens: Fre

Onee & year

uent

slections wére necessary; especially in the case of
Norfollk, 4o maintain the proper number of aldermen and
to £il1l vecancies that cecurred smong the souncilmens

for eny nunber of reascns, bhe two
moat frequent in Norfolk being death and resignation

from offices Replastements wore also neaded for men whe

Vassncles scourred

L yioutes of the Common Gounoll of the Borough of
Norfolk, 1736-1798 (Misrofilm, Research Department,
Golonial Williemaburg, I%80.), Hovenber 18, 1736,

£ Honing, IVy 541-542; Minutes, November 20, 1736,
¥arch 19, 1T37s o
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hed gone to Britain or elsewhere "beyond seas,™ men who
had moved to ancbther colony, and (in at least two vases)
men who bad moved ocuteldes the town lmits and into the
wgbanae of o gouncllmen Josing
bis seab after being absent for over a ‘mamﬁ
Both charters provided that new officlals be slected

by those remaining in offices New aldermen wers chosen

eounty. There was one i

from among the commeon eouncilmen, an

‘rom the leading ﬁmmmm In their government, both
Horfollr and Willlameburg wore closed corporstions, and
the offiolals made every effort to see
that waye @m attenpt was nade in Norfolk in ATT4 to
provide for the popular elodtlon 6f souncilmen when en
slderman suggested potitioning the Governor and Councll
to strike the selfsperpetustion cleuse from the chartern,
thug allowing the inhebitents to £111 mmmmg among
the souneilmens The motion wes promphbly defeated, and
4t was pot until 1787 that the charber vas amended to
poredt the elovtion of souncilmen by popular vobd é ;
80 ¢loged was the neture of the Norfolk council

thet no person was admitited to 1ts meeotings unless sent
for on business; end visitors were dircoted to lesve ss

that, 4t remained

seon as their business was conoluded., Some yemrs later

3 Minutes, June 24, 1767,

% 1pra., February 14; 17748 MNorfolk Ordin




borough inhabitents were pormitted to sit in tho gallery
W5

pmﬁ&a& they behewve with deconey:
The Forfolk council was fased with the problem of
irrepuiar sttondance &b sounell meetingss The average
iwiber of sldermen present wse sixi the overage musber
of common councilmen was dens ALl sight aldermen Wéve
present only tem tlmes during the eolondal period; ond
the greatest nusber of ﬁ@%@%&m@m pregent was fourteen,
which happened only four %imm By A773 the council
hed reached the 1imdt of ite petience with eceiptein
monbers who conoistently feiled to avtend the meebinas,
The sergoant of tho borough was opdeored o sk William
Ajtchison vhy he 8o 6ften feiled to attond the sounsil.
attchioon replied that
erson hed apy sueh

he id not know any pe
authority as to dénire his yeasons for not

glving hils atiendance..sond thet he thought

it very impertinernt in %}zﬁw who took the

Liberty of doing itiess “
When ho was asked the game ﬁgam%;@m o few nonbhe later,
he replicd much da he hod betores The council deoided
to aok the oplsdon of the reocovrder; Peylon Rendolph; as
$0 ‘Randolph's reply

is not recorded.

i powsyr 1% had over ito nmenbors;

%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂg Mareh Qﬁy 1?’&9, J&ﬂmw 3*3.@ 1'?'?@:*

@ The lsel of mimatén for the ¥illicmeburg ae:ime:ﬁzl
prevents & z&&mﬁw mlya&m

7 mmﬁw; August ﬁﬁ% l’?‘?fs.f

I

2
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The: common councils were also a&é to Belect
wdditional persons %o carry out the functions of
it towm clerk was named in its

govornments WALldamabuy

sharters ﬁﬁ:@*ﬁ’i}m&;’ﬁmﬁ ah@am at %ﬁﬁﬁm meetings

The tovms soon m sergeants {coryesponding to the

#Le28), deputies, and consabless In Norfolk
ergoant cach received a yoariy

8lary o , 1140w ﬁ’i&wgg*zg elerk and sw%mm i;
-ﬁ@%&aﬁ i’fa@ mml 2770 when it wes made &
 pecedved by the pounty olerke and shex 4 From.
to timo the Norfolk soungll &%ﬁﬁiﬁ‘t}@é men &8 gurveyora
of the etreets, prison inspectors; emall : ,
and chamberlaine (treasurers)s Kﬁ l‘?ﬁ% Govesnoy
Dinwiddle pressnted the Bovough of Norfolk with e
#ilver mace; symbol of gg@wmm%& suthority; snd the
oroush hired o mace beprer for £5 4 yest - {later reduced
to 508,) ta carry 4t on all officiel susastons”
Williswmsburg had o mees of silver dipped in gold which
wes also oarried on solem oeaasions, probably by the
sorgeant. 9 ,
Willlamsburg and Norfolk sach had its own militla
sonppeny; separcte from those of the countles, The
nor s blenk commissions, often left the

! xszg

governor; by lssuln

) his am@m& to zsm pounds of tobaseo in
Norfolk County in 1761s -

- 9 winutes, April 1, 1754, Jwne 24, 1758, dune 2,


mailto:sh@rl.ffs

ok

@Wﬁmﬁm&m of milisia cepteln up to tho commont coumcile.
At other tlmes the ﬁ@rmﬁm% ks the counby ¢our
merely recommended sortaln persons {often theiyr cwn

L8y

mombers). for appok
recorders, and alderm

tment by the governors  The mayers,
an of both towns were repeatediy
exempted from milltis mister bubt wore required in ITET
to provide two sete Of erme for the wilstdes . 1
While the eoundils were concerned with selfe

SGYpeks and the eppointuient of other officials,
thelr @#ﬁmyy task was governing. To insurs o bebier
regulstion of trade and gévermmont in the towns; the
counoile wepre ompowered by thair ¢har

v Lo paes
repasonable and just bylavs ond ordinances “not cuntrary

fently may be' to
31

but as near 48 conve
and sote of ddsenbly m m forees”
The authority of the ‘anLon! al eospon eoumelils
extonded to meny aspects of wben 1ife, The original
orth in the sherters of in
granted Wy acte of Assendbly,
, e bylews end
4 revised from time 40 4imo by verfous vousicil
comndttess, New laws evnd ordinances were ofbon nebded
z conditions of elghtesnthecentury

to meet the shangin




town 1ife in Norfolk and Willlamsburg

Tho right to hold markets had long been & privilege
in the English borough. In the golonies, whers growing

towns wore faced with the problem of providing sn

adequate food supply; the right to hold warkets was &g

much & necessity as & privileges In ﬁﬁﬁ very boginning
Williemsburg hed & msvket squsre in the center of town

vhere merkots wore held twice o weeks Despite frogquent

r&aua&t& for a markedt house, no zotion was haken to
’"‘ff{{fl& one. m&i& the &?5@‘@; )

m:se ﬁwﬁ*&ﬁ.k mmmm émmas% its sttention to the
question m’ mx%wm slmost immedistelys In Desember
1736, 1t ﬁrﬁﬁ%@ﬁ.ﬁhﬁ construction of & market housey &
30Y x 15% strucbure with briek foundation, shingloed
rm@f, wa&ia af fa&t&&xetﬁj L 'ﬁ nk
BAVES way@e&mﬁﬁ by four posta on %ct%z sides The conbtract
for sonstructing tho budlding was awerded to Jobn Teylor,

one of the a&@emm who 8id the work for I46 current
1z ~

nldng, &m ‘gin~foot

mmgﬁ Lo
The council deslored thst markess would bo held in
Forfoll on the days named in the charter--Tucsday,

Thursday, and %ﬁm‘ﬁaﬁ%@m o
the year round, No beef, pork, veasl, mutton, or lamb

1 be open by sunrise

sould be seld abt any plaee In the town except the marked

3 mw;aa# December 20, 1736, June 24, 1737.
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house, uader penalties ranging from la« Lo S8y for koth
buyer and sellers ALl provieions brought (0 the town
for sale must be oarrisd Lo the market house and welgheds
Tolls wore loviod on meat solds=6d. for beef, Ad. for
watton snd veal,; 3d; for lamb, sad 234 for every hog
welghing over 40 poundas Vhile non-residenta paid the

full toll, acsording to & provision In the charter
inhabitents of the borough paid only half the amounts
& ‘alerk of the merket; sppointed by the souneily
sollected the tolls and hept one-fifth the amount s
payment for his wwgﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁ

In 1753 the Norfolk council dscided to rent out
$ho meviet house. Only two ysars befora New York had
begun to leass 1%s mearket housés at public auetlon to
the highest blader, who then had the wight to sublet

the stalls. After A745 the Forfoll market house way
3&»

renbed oyt eash year for between £10 mnd f:‘i.ﬁn
An aot of the Goumersl Assonbly of I757 granted o

Williameburg and Norfolk the right to hold @o many

hey found necossaryy sinte

8dd3blonal nerkets o week ap b

those provided by thelr chart

ere were nol sulfielént for

}«',ms? Docenber 20, 1736, Jonuary 24, 175
sige M a.pwimm mwm of ’mﬁy ﬁ:@% wgg an
For aegounts of market practices
g0 0 g;m:l towns, sce Cerl Bridenbaugh,
he Wildeynsgs E’{‘iﬁt‘? York; 1955), 27«28, 3—%@%

| m Mmuwzf« M 24 4
Bridenbvaugh, -& ~t ‘ " m’ 3’ -m “6551%”
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the groving nésds of the Anhabitants. The aot alaso
ompowered the gouncils to ssoeds tezes for bullding and
nsvd) a&xx@m market bouses. Thot sape year the gommon
eouncil of Willlamsburg finally decided 4o bulld e
market house, Some type of atructure mist bave been
erected, for an act of 1764 again allowed Willlemsburg

ceiclals to 1evy o poll on tithables for builflng and
répairing a max shall
happen to fell te decaysses™ 15

- In August of 1764 the %wmmmmam ordered o

small stall bullt on public lend ™ip Towm" to bo ussd
a8 on sdditionel merket, Samuel Boush; Jry, the town
elerk, bullt it for £20, What happened to the market
houae in Williameburg %o noi known, Tubt in 1770 the.
Burgesses refused the e¢ity permission to use the
auardhouse as & market, oven though the gusrd had been
‘ﬁ%@%ﬁiﬁ%{%&aﬁ@

During the solonial period mon
trigd to regulste prices, especlally those of sosentlsls
such as foods They also supervised
!P#ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁ time the Norfoll cowneil pasbed verious
bylaws regulating the operation of the wmarkety the
amount of tolles levied, and the prices of certain foodss

ret house when the one ‘*mm in uso

Ledpal suthordties

welghts and nessures,

15 ﬁeﬂi ViI, 136-137; Yirsindie
April 223, 1?§ Hening #
16

Yirsinia Gazette {Hunterl,
AT ket Guustis ,

a mmmm m@m@ ag, 1764, June 24, 17653 Jowmels




Like the asslze of brend found in early English
boroughs; it sought to regulate the slze, welght, and
price of bresd. - Although. in 1738 the council proposed
ddnarien; of strong
drdrlt in quentities of ises than one gallony the idea
@%ﬁagﬁﬁ§11y_ﬁﬁg@ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁzyVyf: ‘
Indlon corn meal be sold by welght

to prevent the sale, except in ox

o officials ordered that
inm 1762, bub ten .
yoary lster dooided thet the sppointment of sworn grain
meAsUrers was, not w&ﬁﬁ&a~ﬁkﬁiw~3ﬁﬁﬁs§$&$&@ﬁ% on the
gther hand, in ﬁ??ﬁ;@&&ﬁ&&mﬁ@a&&*glﬁaﬁﬁﬁi%aaxﬁ@fﬁﬁ,ffﬁ}
P31l Conly or Grain of any ﬁiﬁﬁ;wﬁffﬁwﬁé for salesss
ghell be by Winohester NMeasure®™ and Yu, . ghall be

nessuped by such Person as the Court of Hustings shall
wl8

for that Furpose Sppointysey

nanoes were almed primarily
at the servent populstions While the first wes "to
prevent the slaves from aelll $ng Cakés 49y and small
Beor of tho m&%§ﬁ®<%ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ’@ﬁﬁl&ﬁf@%&ﬁ%ﬁ;in this
14" the cecond fort
negrees

Two Norfolk cowncll or

Borot --syéf

fﬁ@'ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi milatboes, op

Bond. oy fres” to sell dressed meat, bread, cakes,
19

bear; or apivitous ii%ﬁ@@ﬁ wﬁtﬁ&m the barwmgﬁ«

l? B@iwﬁmh@ Cittes in tha ¥Wildorn
Biﬁﬁ&@$§ June 1 l%fi&J

18 ﬁ&uﬁt&aﬁ Junie a& k?ﬁm Fobrusyy 3, 1772
Lreinds Gezotte émamﬁi@ & a%xﬁa), Haroh 5, 1772

ig M&n&%@a; Augast 3& %?éag Jung agp Y773,
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& rk.i;a&a, ba%n,w&lziama%ﬁrg and

Horfolk were to hold two falrs cach year. Binge earlier
Willlameburg falrs had not met with much succsces, in

1759 & sroup of lodal men contributed money for tounties
and prizes to encourage grestér participation in the

oy fair: Bounties were given for livestock

e awnrded the winners of
varions races and contests: The falr began an\ﬁéaéahaw iz
and lasted f&wkacLl &aaa@ whil@ it was not %h@-gwﬁa%
success hoped for,; it was; said the Vireinia Gozette, "as

Dedemb

offered for salej prizes we:

sinning as we ﬁ@ﬁtﬁv$ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ&®&$ expects and it's

not doubbed but 1t will in a few Years be brought to
great Perfection.:" w20

The faire held in Norfolk must have been quite
sinilar to those in ¥Williamebure: Bountlies weré offered
for the best voven cloth end the best livestook and
poultry, Besldes the buying ond selling thove were a
ous prizes,

great mony gemes and conteats for wvarl

Ong of the most important duties of the comuwen
¢ the gafety of the inhabitants.
pent a large portion of their time

Bpe

couneils wasz to insw
Both counclls

Virginis Gogette (Parks), November 30, 1739,
Daaﬁﬁﬁﬁr‘T%’X?*.,ﬁﬁaa@mkar 14, 1739, " ’

Ibide s ﬁﬁiémﬁnﬁin& Rind) Septenber 23, 1773}
Thomes G, Broughton, ., "01d T imaa, The Norfolk and
Portamouth Herald, 3annamy Ty 1835.
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passing m alations for the protection of eitizens in
verious phases of town lifes

As sarly as 1737 the Forfollk council passed three
ordinanges in en sttempt to ourd vagraneys The Fivat
prohibited dey lsborers; minors, end apprentices from
ganbling in local taverms; and eny tavern keeper who
permitted such gambling wes to b subjest to legal
action, Anothor ovdinance.was almed at “puppressing®
all vagrent, 1dle; and dlasolute yw%ﬁﬁ, vhile & &k 1 4
wns to dlscourage persons from alloving vagrants to get
into dobt to them:2® ‘

| The Hegro population posed o dangérous threat
sourity of colonial townss One

conmitted by the Slaves, &ves | Hight mm Sunday, are
80 notorious, that all the Irhebitants must be sonvineed
that & Reformation is absolubely neceasary, > In 1740
the Norfolk councll erdered the owner of any MNegro
arrested after ten o'clook at night to pay Bas %ui o
have his slave vhipped. & year later the counoil forbade
servants end slaves to purchase rum oy spiritous llquors,
To end the disturbences of Negroes in town at night and
o Bundays m holidays, the watch wasg ordered o bring

22 mmwa ‘Devember 20, 3.?36 March 19, mﬁ*
ugust 22, 17% Juna 19, :,?%8 ot ! ’
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offenders bafors the mayor or oné of the slderzmen to
receive whatever punichuent -the magistrete thought
repgonabies The owners of such Negrods hed to pay is:

. As early as 1730 the Governor and Council dirosted
all péraone to carry firoarms to chureh on Sundays and

holy days to prevent any surprdse slave insurrectlon.
On July T, 174L; the Norfolk offlcials résclived

That for the futdre the inbabitants of this
Borough shall (to prevent any Invasions or
Inavrrections) be &mmaa,aﬁ the Chursh upon -
Sundays or othor Day of wﬁrahmp or Divine
Sevvice under Pennlty of Flve Bhillings To
be Racovered before the Mayor or any one
of the Alderaen to the Informeress

ce may have beon-the result
of the outbreslk of Hing Goorge’s War the yesr before

To seme antent thins opdinar

monthe of 1741, In V744 the cowicil ordere
to arrest &ny Hegy

4 eonstables

oes thet assenbled or became tumuliucus

runavay slavés sought service aboard royal
varsh&ga in the Norfolk harbor xm.a??ﬁ, the eouniell sent
& depubtation to Oapteins NMelariney and Sguires to thank .
them for refusing to take the slaves aboard. Should any

wmitel e

2k wnaton, June 24, 1740, July 4, ATl

2B prtrur Py Seobby
Lrginda {Chicago, 1930},

. Mﬁ'm"teﬁﬂ 8@9’%9}}3’&3@? 1* &?Mg



nore sleves stek rofuge,; the commell ssked the captaing
"to seours them watil sent for" snd 1o send the names
of the slaves and thelr mesters to the maymﬁx”*
.. Norfolk established its first night watch in 1738,
Four mén were hired for a year at a salary of £10 aplece,
to be paid for By & tex lovied on the inhabitants of the
bovough, The next year & committes was tippointed €6 -
teloct residents of the town to sérve as night wabchmen,
Although the wabteh m»w ‘be phid, ’wﬁ%ﬂ t0 Brve or
to provide & au@ati%uﬁa would rosuil &a & fine of Ses
carrent manﬁyggg The ﬁu%i&& @f'a§ 3§ watchmen variéd
fro® town to town during the coloniel pericd:. The men
were uspally expested to kéép the pesce durdng the
night, wetéh out for firss; and perhape oall out the
time and the condition of thé weather,
on thelr gond behavior at sll times,>>

The Norfolk sourioil appeinmted & sergesnt, a deputy,
and geveral constebles in 1744 Con ?i%&%ﬁ‘wmﬁﬁ snemphod
from serving on the night wabeh; so the council ordered
four residents to wsteh from elght o'clogk each night
until five in the morning "according o the List as they
are Lotted:" It further declared thab

*h“ﬁ;sg;ggﬁwwiﬁﬁxﬁﬁig bupaet B, 37753

o &3 ﬁiﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ Qgﬁ@%ﬁ% 11, l?3&$ Doetober 14y &73%,
‘Oobover 15, 1739 |

29 madenbeugh, Cities




&as&u&&%ﬁ %n'Alamm ﬁh&&m bﬁ‘ }-_ 

Tiring 3 &ma.».umﬁ which a1l 't

Inhabltents are to w&yalﬁ‘ﬁg their )
pmg, under the ..

Asdletance with prope 84
,?ﬁﬁ&iﬁy of ten ﬂh&iﬂ_;ﬁ;ﬁﬂ

ﬁwuv &ayﬁ af%@r ﬁh&ﬁ @r«}; ““" 3 %
.@ﬁaurwe& @@%ﬁ@@m a@mﬁ @f the aiﬁim@aa &n& armﬂ@ aaﬁiﬁva
'fram one @ﬁ ﬁ&s E&ﬁa&%y*@ ﬁhipa @f warm ?hﬁ g@v@mmﬁw o
Counail eﬁfﬁkiﬁﬁﬁé ﬁhﬁ.ﬁhiﬁﬁa @ffia@r &mﬁ ﬁ&w&m@a& tﬁaﬁ
Ath$~h@r§aiﬁ ﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁ “he &l&awaﬁ én&y ﬁﬁa&ag and %&n&h@f%&“
in ﬁhﬁ g_ffyyg, i@ arﬁewéa‘ﬁgjﬁ aﬁi jﬁ&é@@eyly ﬁ%@ﬁ@ﬁ&
arw&aﬁ@é %y the w&%ahi%a %&k@n %ﬁﬂﬁ?& thﬁ mag&aﬁw&ﬁﬁa a8
soon &b y@a&i&i&s“ﬁ
The mayor was &aﬁhﬁaiga& %@ ayg@&mﬁ ma@@&mﬁn ﬁwr .
»ﬂarfezk in 1746 &ﬁ&rﬁfﬁig in E?ﬁﬁi. ﬁiﬁhﬂﬁ%ﬁ the awﬁmﬁxi
iﬁ&t 4 fine @f i0ss for anywm@ refusing
?@&xiak was f&naﬁ.g fg ﬁﬁ@ ﬁhﬁﬁ he ﬁﬁrﬁﬁa%ﬁaﬁxy raﬁa%ﬁ&
to keop watch, Pedrt
@&sﬁway wnbil he @aﬁlﬁ pay the fﬁﬁ@ an& ﬁ@ﬁ%%i
ﬂh@a@ at@@%pﬁ@ to @f@%@ﬁﬁ ﬂﬁ»ta&k by ﬁuﬁh & n&ghﬁ
17@3
the a@ﬁﬁ@i& p%%&%i&ﬁﬁ@ %h@ Agpenbly for %R& power to
13#3 ﬁagaﬁ to suppert o regular night wateh and @algay
for erecting street lamps, The petition pointed out

& %0 aawv@, 3@%&

ekt was placed &a the g&rg@an%*a
32 -

'ﬁ&tmhxapp@r@nﬁly prﬁﬂ@ﬁ.um&aﬁaﬁaﬁfax, f@r im?;f*

o v i S g

> fﬁ&fﬁaﬁ Februs a& 174, A 3% 15 1?3“
ﬁ@yﬁ@mb@w 1, 1?5% ry ’ ’ ugn ’ ’

1753 52 mmﬁ% mz,y :m* x;"a;s, Juns 24, 1T4T, May ?9
" .‘;3'



that "frequent Robberies have of late been committed In
the said Borough...ohiefly owing to the Want of & réguler
Watohs" The Asgembly granted the right %o tax and
mﬁam& that the m%ﬁmm be oxempt from service in the
wilitia. - It also provided penalties for anyone caught
breaking one of the new street lamps, providing there

was one witness 4o the agty The ﬁfz‘mn&w was to be
fined 508, current money, or recedve thirtyenine lashes
if & slave, The fines were to help pey the expenses of
the wateh and the lampss A Féw monbhs later the council
ttee to determine how meny watchmen
and lamps & place the slze of Norfoll would need and
how mych they would cost. 33

Despite an veoasionsl robbery, " the pattern of
ie¥ and order in Norfolk seemed to setile down during
the next few years; The couneil psssed an ordinancs to
prevent the ﬁmgmﬂg of guns within the hoyoy
Lnits, > Although the town had been divided into
three vards in 1758, ten years later it was dlvided inte

appointed a comm

1t

Hening, VAT, 25A~25%; Minutos

34 vsome dsys age the Poot Office in Norfolk was
robbed o¢f m’muﬁ 20 1, eash by one wohn Terry, &
watohmaker's sapprentice there, who 15 ordered to
sz;mmamrg w take his trisl et the Goneral Court."
YVirginie atte (Purdie & Dizon), July 2B, 1768, -

E’ﬁ mm%zaa February 17, 1756, According to the
eommon lavw & p&m@n wae responsible for any ﬁ&m&&ﬁ é.am
by disahwgimg; ﬁ,wavm. Richard B. Morris, Studies in
L : . loan Law (New Yorlk, 39%3 PRk,




3 Jew watchmen were

Gighty with & wabtchmeni for sachy
hirved from time to-time; and the residents peid o 2% per
pay for their sslaries and for the

cant property tax o
new iamySaﬁ? The coumoil even eonstructed "a small
House for the Watoh %o yetive to, on the pumm Lend up
Tawn, near the Market Houses w38

The scrgesnt of Norfoll was allowed 5 per cent
@f’@h@e@aﬁﬁa tax dn 1770 a8 o foo for collecting it.
Although the mayor wasg euthorized to hire hi
the vabch, ancbher mon ;gr;ﬁ%} the job for £25 o yeari &b
the ﬁam%,%iﬁﬁwﬁéﬁw'%aﬁﬁhmﬂﬁ’%ﬁré nired for £84 cmch to
wateh two and bup every other night for a y&w@m' The

i b oversed

gouneil contimued to levy %h&‘wagﬁhlﬁagj%a lebe ag ITT3,
but it becewe inoressingly difficult o hive men for
the job,; ond in 1775 the douneil returned to the seriier

policy of reguiring “every white mele Tithable.s.to
w40

wateh regularly by %umssm

E3 ﬁinwﬁﬁ&, TWareh 23, 1764; April 5, 1765, The
pragtice of dlviding towns mw wards had long been
usedl in the wﬁ.a& boroughs

37 Ibidis December 30, 1765, Lanps had slrsady been
ereoted in New York in 1761 They were suthorized in
Fhiladelyhis the same year aslthough not erected until
L767s  Charleston hed public ’:mgmm m 1’?’7t and Boston
in 1774, Carl Bridenbaugh, 0itie evolt (New York,
1955); 241, 242 B -

3& Mm&ﬁ%ﬂ, Februosry ﬁ, 1768,
39 1pid,, Yavch 21, 1770, March 28, 1770.

40 1bid., Mareh 2, 1771, Barch 15, 1771, February 1,
1‘??@3 Apyil 3;, 3—7?‘33 fi{ﬁ"‘il Q@g 1775




willismaburg had so night wetol watil 177

Firginie Cuzetfc had for several yeers w

of & s m@ﬁﬁ% for ones Ihe counsil declded in July X772

t0 appoint “four sober and diserest Foople" {(the Gozette
re¢ommonded the sdditional qualities of ,h%%;{é&a%y end
alligonce} to pabrol the strosts from ten ololock st

night until daylights oxying ohenaing.

all disorderly pereonss - Each vetohman would reseive a

the hours snd app!

yasrly eslary of
¥hen Governcr Dusmore had the powder rosoved from
tho public megagine in 1775; the Willlsmeburg ¢ouncil
vation and
ﬁ%ﬁt’%ﬁ%ﬁ the return of ,wﬁm teken fyom the megesines
The governor suggested that the city offiecisls appoint
iring suthordty to
levy & tex for the gusrd’s salary; the couneil. reoonmended
that Dunmore appoint ”‘Efs*; Gabriel Maupin; who 1ives neer
the mogazing, oa & porson worthy of that %m%ﬁw A
few veecks latber Dummore fled the oliy.

"ag guardlenc of the oity" ssked for an expls

s guard for the public magasinég: laokh

The possibllity of five was a constant danger faced
by residents of a solondal towns mmy five regulations
for Williamsburg are unknown, but the manner in which the
town was lald out offered some probections The more or




le08 sguare lote meent. that the firpt hwuses wers not
tlt: 84de by oide as in most bewme; bhu ;. pednoing
goma epbent the dangeyr of fives spreading wntil later
yesrs vhen the houses weérs bullt closer m@@@mm *ﬂm .
Norfoll cownoil took its firet achion to reduee mm
cause of fires o, 1737 when 4t imposed a fine of Ss;
on any person “whose Chimmey shall blaise out:"  The
use of & wooden ehimviey made & resident subject 60 & |
montily fine of. Sy 5

The exstt deve thet Norfolk snd Willlamsburg .
sbhbained mﬁ,ﬁ' flvst five A

t,.m riext year for i% “put. ﬁ% yesrs later ‘.fm was m&ﬁ
£8,17.8 for his services: In 1756 the couneclil ordevred
shed TuAlt onto the prison to house the fire cmginess ™t
There wes ab, loast one fire eugine in Willlamsburg in
saveh 1756, for 1% was used %o Ffight & fire that broke
out in Dr, Peter Hay's pshop, 1
v:%.r@mia Uounedl had ordered g fire mg@m and four
dozen. leather buckets from London "for the Use of the
gapltol." This may have been the Snme

bwo years ¢syllier the

engine used in

43 mnutes, Decembor 20, ?a*?%g March 19, 1737.

Ipid., Pebruary 1; 1753, 25, 1753
February” 37, i:r 85, June ﬁ& 17585 e




56
She Hay fireS

An aeh of Aesembly pasesd in Novesmber 1741 suthoriszed
the Willlemsbupg eity officisls te Eéﬁy a poll bex on the
titheble inhebitents Lo poy for ainking hov wells and
installing pumps in them "o supply the fire englne with
gh Norfolk had wells, it
T m@%.ﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ@‘n@@mT%%@m.f@ﬁ:wﬁt@@ o pub oud Lires.
formed a bucket brigsde
betwoen the river end the burming buildings FPorhspa this
syotem of Tighting fires explaine the laek of destructive
fives during the solonial %ﬁrﬁ&ﬁgkﬁ

In 1761 Forfolk ordered from Bnnes & Hope, Lonmdon
Brgine compleat” worth spproxiusstely

water, in caso of fires," Althow

Instéend, the residents simply

merehants, "one fire
£60 storiing, ‘The balw
for puckebs end other &Qﬁi@&ﬁ%ﬁ’%&;g@ with the enginegs

see of & £100 mote was €6 be spent

For aeversl y&a&a‘%ﬁﬁﬁ%@%@ﬁg‘ﬁ%ﬁh@mﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁg&m wee poald 118
& year for keeping the engincs iﬁprﬁﬁﬁiﬁx The lagt fire
couneil in the solonial

regulsation passed by the Horfolk
period was in 1773 vhen every inhabitant wes ordeved
‘obtain & strong ledder that would resch %o the ridge of

_@QVuﬁiﬁﬁjﬁﬁ &wﬁ&ﬁﬁ,&ﬁ%;«ﬁ?@;ﬁy
ournelsg o9y The %t&&&% ordered by the council
Erryey m&wﬂakﬁy a Rewshem engine, the moet popular in
London and the one most often gent to ﬁ&a golonies
in the gighbteenth centuxry.

46 ﬁﬁﬂ&ﬂgg vzz, &égm&vm~ T\ J. Wertenbaker, -
orfolls His '  Ern eoxh {E’Mh&m; 3«?31?, 124




hin ﬁwﬁi@zmgﬁ&

Afthougl WMansturg had ab leant one $ire eugling
4 the late m@*m% $6 -ts 000N PEOBOS
be saquined, "Raothy Delisunt igsesed that tho

eity nodded ane or Luo moie onglnts and o oub of veteloen;

s §% :w%‘f& 1% ﬁimaﬁmﬁ hen %ﬁ%
IOTES, and S0 bo poadys An
tanpe o seoldente by Mres W glve thely snalebunon
Sowatrde extingeiohing $ho sem0:® 4 Dov mantho lster
hoss nev wobelmoss vere cach glven & 15 revard for thelr.
ﬁﬁs&ﬁa@ s A pubbing oub o Pive of the oitrte Jodl,

%ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ*&@& four am :
hove the tare of the FIRR

g th6 bogke thal Pall to Yhe doumon
vay thot of projecting the aitizens' heslth, @
%&*ﬁ&ﬁﬁ?ﬁ% theeste 40 the hoolth of sryons Jivdug In o

souneids

vt fune 29y AT¥3e
A3

&aw;; ing be an ﬁﬁ%&m&ﬁ% of Suboph my&eﬁs& oubate
(v L706), he swned o ooell iro ongioe.  Thisy bebbow
Shion Tao bhn GRECEOS Fob the Capitol, may hove been used
at m; ﬁfgy mm@




epidenmicn: In 3737 swmallpox struck the town of Hampton,
located across the Roads from Norfolk. The ecounelld
rosolved o fine 40s. any ﬁarﬁmm inhabitant who reesived
ints his howe a pesident of Hampbon or his beléngingo,
Npbody was to go from Horfolk to Hp
of & like Tiney without first getting peormlesion from

the meyor or one of tho aldermen, Apparently the dlsease
spresd to Norfolk anywsy; It must have lasted & long
time, for it was not until Cetober 1738 that the
Yirpinia fﬁiﬁ%@“ngyeﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ that smnllpoz had disappesred
entirely from the Norfoll aresso> It struck the toun
amain in 1744, brought ashore by sailors from & vessel

in the harbor, and the council ordered all those v

the disesse to loave town and not to return without
permission under penslty of & 409, fine. Nurses and
sttendents wore rewarded by the authorities for reporting
suy infested person thabt rémsined in town, The offender
was to pay the 15s. revard, bub 4f he were & Negro he
received thirty-nine laghes and his master y&&& ths

gost: In the meantime, the town clerk wes @réaﬁQﬁ to
i11ding o hospitel,5?

ke out An Norfolk iu

mphon, wnder penslty

teke up & subseription for b
Another smellpox epidemic Lre

$1'M&ﬁ&%$$ June B, 17373 Virainia Gosetis (Ferks),
Dotober 20, &?gé Smellpox wag slso raging in Boston,
maw_Xﬁrg,_anﬁiﬁ%araaatﬁn\in 1738. Bridenbsugh,; Cities

e




Decembey 1746, sgbin Brought sshore from ¢ Wost Indlsn
vesgel then in ports; The council forbade all shipsasters
to Jand infected persons within the borough., IL vented.
the glebe lond and set ¥p an infirmery t¢ which 2il the
siok wore moveds Nurscs and mediéal care woré provided
et tho borough's expense for all those who othorwise
dould not m@m i%¢ In the fall of 1747, smallpox
gpreading southward from New York and Farylend broke

out in Williawsburg, BEerly the next year the common
council set & fine of £2 sterling to be imposed on any
inhebitent recelving &a’%ﬁiﬁﬁ%&éi@&?ﬁﬁﬁ.%ﬁﬁﬁ\ﬁiﬁi&ﬂm@
and & fine of £1 for every dey that person remalned;
The Norfolk council had taken similar steps ¢leoven years
bofore, The epldemic reached its peak during the winter
monbha, although 4% 4l4 not ran $ts couwrse until October

1748, Despité the epldemic's length, Willlamsburg

‘ﬁhm G@ﬁnﬂi&'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ one %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘&ﬁa@ f%@‘ﬁﬁfﬁﬁm@ QYT slek
for nine Gays: One year later the council repsated ite
oring persons infected with the

2 ¥ ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁz’ @3 3.?&163 Willian S MWQE&,'
True State of the $mal1péx in wiiliamﬁbarg,
?@b@ﬁ&ryyﬁﬁ;ﬁl?%& Yirginia Mo ne ! and



disenses This particuler outbroak seems to have beex
one of the wwret in Norfolk's history, for as late as
oy 1755 the mayor ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁkéﬁﬁﬁl‘:%a¢lﬁrﬁ poraons o .
smaming houses for am&&wm% S -

WAlliemsburg had one of 1ty vorst epldemics in -
1768, In Jsnubry of thet year the council repassed 1te
1747 law agsinet lodging viotims of the Glseass nnd
additionsl mossure forblading victime to enter
2l rented o bouse some distoncs from

23l the siek to it where they

4 napses end placed under

passed an
ihe eitys The goun

gusrd to Kesp others auays So serious was the epidemio
that to deal with 1t the gouncll |

end ves prepared to meeh oftener in cese Of an SNGrEENGY.->
On March 10, 1768, the College faculty voted to give the
Willlameburg corporation £50 to be applied Mounrds
defraying the Expenses of stopping the Progresp 61 the
gmall Fox,® The eouncil alss levled s tox to help pay

the mzmm&%%

ot every other day

5% yaruell, Mirue Stato of the Smallpoxs® 27
?éim%ag Juno 2 3 ﬁi?mg Tune 24, 1752, May T,-1753

tte {(Purdie & Dimon), ﬁegmﬁmﬁw &y i’?%&.
A @p&&m&e in Boston in 1752,

Purdic & %&m}; January

- 61896 3rnals of 1 223 :aé‘a;,y
ﬂé‘*éﬁg . y_ he &wgaama mgem@ ry ga X %;ias;.
for mmsy m mmy the council for these ozpenses,




&

‘There was a grest deal of oppesitlon to the practlce
of imoculsting egainst. suallpox: When Cormelius Calvert,
Norfoll's meyor; hired a doster in IT69 o inosulate
tuo of hls sleves, & mob gothérsd snd broke into bis
houst . dulvert was dsterained 3o have the Justdes. “wbidh
a British subject 15 cmtitled to® snd susceeded in havihg
dome Of. the riokérs indieteds Despite protests of the
County courty the tase wae carrled to the Genoral
Gourty  Several of the Norfolk officiale and Norfolk
County jJustices; including the mayor's brother;
neinilion Celvert, postied bond for %ﬁw l*iaiermﬁ? In
vesponse to ¢ potition from Norfolk snd Worfolk County,

forfolk

the Assenbly pasecd an ach forbldding incoulntion
without & license from either county or toun officialssy .

4l sense, 55‘

Like mopt other growing towns fv the eightesnth
century, Norfoll faced the problems of cleanliness and
sendtations In 1738 the council directed al
‘*fm puil up and Destrey a certain Pernieious Weod called
ﬁay %ﬁe&é& from off mair Mne% g 551 ?mﬁ @ma mﬁ*&m thetr

11 propristors

2
%’é‘é a

oh 19, 1772} Bott, Srimin
semfs aa&%’tﬂ }:;a*m ’wm the é};aug@ Qf

fﬁ‘amw fouds ﬁtw WM% PP 71 ama 81. he Ca vt




Doors, end Houses® or pay 8 mw Buoe for every ot .
thay owmneds . Colonted mmhm sometines ceused u problom
by throiing thelir garbage muﬂa the Htreebtsy oo Sn I7H0 &
domnittee wis appolnted to Graw up régulstions goncerning
the proper places for slaughfering livestosks  Bylews of
1758 and 1763 forbede thiwwing pirboge and wrash fnto the
miblic streots;>0 .

As colonial towne grow their strecbs bocons moveé
orowded, Stray animels roomed about in the strests -
frightening towmepeeple, impeding traffic; ond ceusing

e

21l mexmer of annoyancess  The major trouble wae ceussd
. In 1754 Norfolk's
sergeant and constables were erdered to AL all hogs .
not confined, and 4n 1773 the souncil sutherized a 1
%4, bowndy Lo be wm gor k&m@g& hoge mEming
Desplte theso opdinmnges, ¢

by unpenned hoge and ctray dogs.

s Booss,

%ﬁ%@&@ preferred to
1let thelr hoga Tovage for thomiolves, i Ang
¢ feod and bullding peasi™  The
Wilidemoburg councll passed on ordingnce sgalnet keépin
dogs in grost numbers in 1730: In 1772 an even wirieter
regulotion provided that ne person in Willlamsburg

cunors the cost of burin

3 59 ?@mﬁ’@% June 19, 17 Bﬁ%& mm 8 3;‘?%‘% &ai
1755, April 19; ;wa,h "o ¢ ¢ TS




| a.zm;mla of the ©
surnams shell. be me
m&%; mﬁh m@@ @ Fiie S
"Evmy @ff@nﬁw ﬁaa ’%w f‘me& é@ﬁ. xg s alm made
mam for anyone %o kil eny )
e&aga m‘& ym;:@rly m&ﬁ‘imﬁ; any, dogs ru
m strects w&%ﬁmmﬁ & @&&az* ia *z;he é&?ﬁima m;* %?iith &
@camar a:t

- t,

1 ,r,j"'ﬁiffﬂ @3:* mw&l |

running loose in

%@ x*@sziﬁ@n% |

soperds ‘E-, wnaﬁa%eag :

: en wers %@ m&m }.j;;;-a w %&l ai%.l suek ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
mﬁ m mm% aﬁi}. easmamam f .
S@mﬁ; m@a c@f *zm @m,-, L o ‘

m 1’? 554
mm mmmmﬁ

:a- @thm* ‘sw waw m prwm‘& mmg;‘if‘-
x“wm unyuly Ewmm mﬁ fmw mm 14n

m%mn% and m prevent hm*m& from being run
:m the mm\gmm m ﬁ@maﬁ a&m w&amﬁ %m& ‘%ﬂm wm@z’
: ben & mm W«m“‘

»a mf S 6d. or




deliver the offender to be punished 62

The duties of the comwon councils also included
the construstion and msintensnce of public facllities.
In 1738 Norfolk sppointed 8 surveyor of the town streete
and placed all male; leboring tithables under his
commsnd, presumsbly for the purpose @ﬁ\k@aéiagAﬁm@
etreots in good repair. Eleven years later every male
tithable was charged 2a3: 68. to pay for repairing the
¢yor was told he might employ as

streets, and tho sur
many Hegroes as he needed to do the works The surveyor
himself received Ss. & Gays The council also appeinted
e committee Lo Ffind out where to get dirt to use in the
repair wn&kﬁéﬁ Sinee the streets of Williamsburg were
in guch "ruinous z eondition” in 1761 that 1t waa
Munsafe é@ pags in the n&ah@fin-amy goach or other
carriage,” the oity was suthorized to spend as much of
its ‘%axgﬁf;ss waB negsssary Lo koep the streets and lanes
antly neither town hed paved streets
1

in ?ﬁ?&i@qéﬁ Apps
in the colonlal yeric

6@ Minutes, January 3, 1755, July 7, 1741: Boston
ggaaeﬁ & si@i&a& &&w-néar&y % hﬁnéra% years. earlier,
Charileston Hegroes were absolute f@rh&&&en %0

riga_hmrées within_the aiﬁya Bviﬁenba gities in the

63 minutesn, sune w, 33*38, July 8, 1749, July 26,
64 Henlng, ViI, @69—»&7%

1749,



&y
Both Willlamsburg end Norfolk had public wells,
While they provided the towns with s water supply, the
Willlamsburg wells Wwere sunlkt primervily %o insure an
adequate supply of water for fighting fives, Norfollle
first four wells wore sumk dn 1751 at & cost of £54,17.6;
end ench yoar persons were sppointed to keep the wolls

and pumps in reopair, . Thé cowneil ordered every vessel

watoring st the publioc.wells to poy & fée for their

ﬁgkéﬁpw- In 1765 ships paid 108.; brige and snous 78s 6G.,
ﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁ and schooners 5&»6§ Additional wells were sunk in
1760 and 1765; bub regardless of the guantity of Feoyfolk's

water supply; visitors alvays complained that the water )

wae breckich and ﬂﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁﬁ&b&@%ﬁﬁ

Willien Byrd desoribed Norfolk's wharves when ke
visited the town in 1740, *

They lay down long pine logs thalt reach

from the shore to the edge of the channel,
These are bound fast ﬁ@gﬁthar by cross-~pieces
notched into them...» 4 vhard bullt thus
will stand soveral yeoare, in spite, ?f the
worm, %ﬁ&eh,biﬁﬁa therg very ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ

As m@rfaik’ &h&@@iﬁg‘amﬁ conmerce continued to grow,
the port raqu&r@& mowe waterfront facllitiess 1In 1753
George Abyvon, an alderman; received 25 for building &
wharf from the public land, The council agp&rénkmy

1765 éﬁ mmnn$ea, June %9, 1753, sune 3&, l?ﬁa, June ”QQ
»

66 Williem Byrd in his H&abar‘.af the Dividing
quoted in Wertenbaker, Norfolk, 1i+1Z2, '

67 1pid., 6.




The public vwharf belonging to. the borough and the
gounty wae in guch Uad condition in 1758 that thé couneil
petitioned Governor FPauguier foy permission to hold.s . |
Jottery. They hoped to raise £3500; slnes neither torough
nor county had the power to levy s -tax for the purpose
af‘rﬁﬁ&iw@ The petition mist bave been rejected; for-
the Town Polnt Companyy e group. of private eitizens, vwas. .
cieated as & rosult of an Assembly set passed 4n 1761+
They were to tuild a wherf and warehouss on & plece of
public and,S?

The ¢onstruetion of private vhar
plece without any regulation, for in 1773 they were
blooking the @&&ﬁﬁﬁi‘%ﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmé The council
appointed & committes %o fafw“&~@;&a of the Elizabveth
Rver showing how far ﬁﬁ$ $ﬁ<;‘y$ shouls be extended,
ﬁ%@a@.mag-wﬁr@ ”%@_léyféfé‘ﬁ&%%w &ﬁ?@@%ﬁ”‘ﬁ*ﬁ?&’ﬁﬁé@

2t

rog must have balken

- -

% winutes, June 25, 1753, August 24, 1757: The
M8 Lwdlow Quatle arrived 3ﬁa§grﬁ short=handed, The
council told the sergeant to hire fifty Negroes to work
on board the ship for throe days: Tholr wvages werse to
b@m§31& from money 86t aside for bullding & wharf, A
similor instence of the council's gencrosity ocourred
when they rented o house to actommodate o troop of
goldiers bound for New York but who had been on board
shilp fop seventeen weeks; The council aloo agreed to
eupply them with wood, bread; and fresh.beels. Minutes,
February 14, 1757: That the coungll's action in both
czses may have besn “forced" upon it by the military
commanders is& &4 point worthy of speculation,

69 Minuteo ﬁu&y’ﬁﬁ, 17584 ﬁﬁﬁ&nﬁ, VI, 4334357,
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The cdouneile also engaged in the denstrustion of
publie tulldingss The merkét housés and the shelters
for night watchuen have slready been mentloneds In 1758
tne Aspenmbly empowered Norfulk offieisls Go uild o
‘school and hire aﬁﬁaaaher;?g ;
constrichion in Worfolk was undertalen boroup
by prévate sitizens; in most inetonces ?%r@ﬁﬁﬁ officlaly
of the toun: s

In anewer to & petition thé Assembly allowed the.
Horfolk council to levy taxes on the rﬁﬁiﬁﬁnﬁﬁ in 1772
in order to purchase o lot and erect & powder nagazine,
In 1774 the tax dollected amounted to over £118, and by
the following year tht nsgazine was under ¢onstruction.
11t for the borcugh by Robert Waller; ene of

It was 1

the coumeilmen, The same Sspenmbly act authorized the
esouncil to hire a keeper for the magagine and divested
that all ﬁﬁﬁ@@ﬂﬂ@?’*w9 ¥‘; wgh be stored
in the mﬁ&aziﬁa at a charge of Llss 3d. per barrels
Failure to store poudér there; except for 10 pounde
that esch resident was alloved to keep at h@mﬁg vould
result in & 208, fine, half to thé borough and half to

70 mma Cotober 19; 1773, Msy 16; 1774s The
tyater streets” yrasum&bly rafer to a aﬁw@et or strects
slong the shore at the foot of the wharves:. Although 1%
might poasidbly refer to a ﬁ&anﬁgli it iz inconceiveble

that they would mark off a chamhel only oixby feet wide,
7L Hening, VI, 265,




As Willismsburg and Sorfoll continued &0 grow they
folt the noed of baving their oun courthousss and jails,
Using the facilities of sdjecent countiss bocome
ineronsinely inconveniont: Although Willlomoburg we
euthorized in 1744 to levy & tax for bullding a Jail,

A ing year found the eity's finances in such o
state that “he Wholo Money which has been gathering
sines the Corporation wes Tiret made proves doficient
to evect o Prison for the Citys" It vas of this time
that the common sounsil, deelaring thet Willlenshurs
had no courthouse ond no money Lo build onéd, petitioned
the subseribers for the playhovse to present bthet
eonvenient snd vagant building to the oitys The :
subgeribors willingly complied with the regquest; and
aftor extensive alterations and wepairs--nev shingling,
pointing; plastering, reflooring; new pech windows end
& door--the structure rémained the elty's courthouss
unt1d 1770, .

In liniting the uses for which ¥Willlemsburg's tazes
cotld be spent; the Assenbly deslered in 1764 that part
of the tazes might be spent for tuilding and repoliring

, T2 Ipids s VIIX, 613+613; Hinutes; Pebruary 14
Januaxy TS5 - |

T3 nHening, V; 263-264; ¥illier
Pirst Sories, XXXV (1915), 25-30
{Parks), Decomber 18, 1745,




SOLLEGE 0F WILLIAM & MARY

a6 and ?Mﬁm o yéaw later the ,;:i, _' g

%E.m&memg, one in the James City County prison and
two in the ¥Williaméburg corporstion w&wmw% In 176y
Willismeburg and James ﬁi‘ty Gounty dseided to puild ez.
fiew brick sourthouss Yt f;mw joant expenge and £or
fheir common uses™ Sincé the part of the marked sguare
selécted for the site lay in Yoilr County; the Asseubly
sonexed that porkion of the square to James City Countys
The Aesembly also granted permicsich Cor James City
Counby to sell its a&c‘i courthouse and lot do pay dte
ghere of the cxpénses 6f bullding the now gourthouss,
Both the sounty and the oiby were suthorized to kedp the
new bullding in véepalir at %@w Jsodnt wmm*?ﬁ

4Ap eeyly as LT47 the council in Norfolk resolved
to erect a pricon "20 by 15 with s Brick Chimnoy Bight -
foot pitohs® Nothing was done s ‘:‘ewwmw, until sftedr
752 vhen tm Assenbly smm@r&mﬁ & tax to pay for &
prison end - @am,mm% The mmﬁw&% year the
immmms wore assessed las 34+, ond m;am mﬁiﬁem
an sl@erman, received £85.10.0 for constructing a wooden
3@& 32" x 16" with sn 8' piteh, three rooms; and "a

Hmm Vi{m 21-22: Yirpinis -
¥arch m, aT6es - S

75 wening, VILI 43.9*4@3
& man}, Merch 23, 5;? 69%. v

76" Minutén, June 244 &M‘-’?; Hening, VI, 2644265




Pricl Stock of Chimseys."!! The councdl declded to
build the pew courthouse in 1754, and odditionsl taxed
of Jas 3d. were aai&ﬁg%aﬁ.ﬁhaa yooy and again the |
following yoer, In July 1770 » texz was levied to poy
f@w”rﬁﬁmiﬁﬁmEAﬁhﬂ'ﬁ&iig?ﬁ.

- @f all the problems faolng colonial officinla . -
perhaps the most GLFficult and vexing wag thet of
seouring sufficlent income to meet eupensed. - They. wers,
contingal 13 hampered by the lack of public funds op the
lack of necessary suthority to obtain them. Saleries
had to be pald, public Tacillitiss conetrusted and kept
in repair, end other opepating expenses meb, Some of
the methofls émployed Lo raize nongy have already boon
noted: tolls levied on goods seld at the markets; rent
Trom the market house, speclol taxes levied by suthority
of Asgembly acts, fees peid by venssls watering ab the
publi¢ pumps, and fines, In addition to these; other
vays had to be found to inoresse mmieipal Ancome,

Worfoll tried several devices for raising moneys
The souncil's first &ffort was to order snyone roveiving
a favoreble judgment in court to pey the borough lsi
curvent moneys Vhen Semusl Smith wme chosen mayor in

o

W mmw% &m}mx‘y i, 3.7533, &t:m aﬁg 1%3,




1740, he gove the borough on sngvoved silver seal to be
used on all publice documentsi the cotmell orderdd thet
Tas be charged for syéry use of the offieial perl, Sb.

Solng 1o tho borough and Bey to tho elerky. Four yeare
ouen the Serou ?&Qﬁﬁwﬁ 108, and the ¢lerk 38y 98¢
gor the use of the seal.’® ALY persons retailing rum
in the borouwsiy ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ those’ Licenssd by the sownty
sourt;. were reguired Ao 3746 to-secure & osnse from
the mayor et & cost 0f Szw 6ds « By June of 1747, nine. .
monthe later, the issuing of licenses end the use ¢f
the official .seal for the yesr past 3'}& 4 brougit tho

bopough over £35;  To pay forr ¢lesring the commmn in -

1757 an asteusment 0f 1oy 3&. was made on £l hornes.
end oowm,? »

These verious speelsl devices for relsing money
proved unsuccessful, end duping the 1760%s and 1770%s. |
Ybe borough vesorted to taming the tithebles, N
the rate of ls. 34, or ot some yebe based on the rent of
the town'e houses and sterés; In 1773 & commiites vas
appolnted "to Fall wpon Ways and meanss..for velsing
et é@my%ﬁ@ sonbtingent Chavged of this Covporation,”
It Geclded to petitlon the Assembly for the right to tam

-

™9 fotd:, November 18, 1736, June 24, 1740,

Tbid,, Septémber 22, 1746, September 29, 1746,
. 17 %: gma 25@ m,}g " E P s




Yendue ma$§M@m«ﬁ$%‘

e finmnn&«i situstion in Willlamsburg carmot heve
2 The follie am&
douneil opder of 1768 may serve as on exsmpled

1% 4s ordained...thelh the inhablitents of thig

olty; &shalilrmtiﬁéﬁi*%r to the Clerk:,:s true

end. exact 1Iiat of Phdir tithables vosiding in

Ehis olty, ubder the penalty of forty s I1ings
for avary‘ﬁ$ﬁkgb&@ aﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁi@&.g

@

been much bebter than that mn Rorfol

The problen 60 Linsnces doeg not séén. 40 have hetn

soived dn elither toun during the colonial periods

Thne leglaletive and major execubive powers of

govornment in the mmleipal corporations of colonisl

Tirginte wére in the hands of the Willlawmsbure and

Horfolk common rouncils, Thelr sudhority sxlended %o

& grost meny aspsetd of colonial town L4fes As these
touns grew, thelr offictels faced an indreasing wosmber
of problems, OSome thoy solved; othels seoned Locmpeble
of solution, Although some oF the counails' setions
seen unidportant in themssliven; bhey serve 4o Lllustrate
the sort of things witk whilch these munleipel officialsn
becams conderneds They sevrve; L0o; bo show something

of early town 1ife in oig

Siteenthsoentury Virginia,

81 ...
bid., Beptember 11, 1761, Aprid 5, 1765,
apPal 1,7T775, Aprad 10, rse iy *

inte Gnzeyte (Purdie & Dixon), Jemuwmry 28,




IV, - THE RUSTINGH OOURT

Judicind euthority in the munieipel coyporations of
Forfolk and Wllllimeburg repted in the hanlse of tha
hastings courd, composed of mayorsy w@www@ and. sl4opnon.
focording bo the charters these men were dssignated ae
fustlces of the poace within the limits of cach town and
dnt Loseer officliela; enforec

ware given thie power 4o ap

511 lawe; ordinsnces; and, phatutes governing the. towns,
nnd hold o monthly hustings court, . The courd had
Jurisdiotion over ploss 6f trespess and sjlectuent,
welts of dower; snd obther persovial and mixed sctiona
ardielps within the 1lwitn of the corp
sxosoding the yalue 6% $20 cubwent womey of 4000 pounds

srations aad not

o8 tobateos AS & cour

boof record the magistiaies webe

W glve judgment and Award sxpoubion hooording o the
Taws of England and the dolony.

Tn 1723 the Williamdburg hustinge sourt wse ollowed
to hesr and pase Judement on all complaints of pmasters;
exaning persons suspected of committing capital erines

gervents,; end spprentices and Yo hold speelal cour

or offenaes triable before the Generyl Court ot

3 The gounty courts 4o not seem to

of oyer end terminers

1 fening, IV, 158-141; The General Court, compesed
of the Governor end his Council; wasd the highest doved of
law An thé ¢olony aund togethier with the couris oF oyer
and terminer, special courts ealled when the Genersl Court
wag not in session, bad ordginal Jurdsdlction in the trial
of capital offensegs
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have reeceived the privilege of holding such couris of
eremination until 1748; in the mesntime; the justices
of James City County end York County pald the expénses
of the Willlemsburg court of examination out of the
county levies.o

Willlamsburg's hﬁﬁ%&ﬁgﬁ gourt gained the right in
1734 to oxeroise Judgment on sulbs brought before it for
the recovery of smsll debbs ”ﬁ%ﬁh@uﬁ the solemnity of o
jury ¥ Two years later 1t received jurlediction oqual
to that of any county court, thus permitting suits to be
brought for the recovery of debts regardless @f‘ﬁh@ﬁher 
or not they were contracted within the esity's limite.

By eanﬁué@img 1ts business "with the greatest Dispateh,”
the hustings court became the most convenleni in the -
colony; and sulte brought there “ssldom remeined ‘
undetermined longer than 3 or 4 Nonths," rether then
requiring "as many Yeers in most of the other Courts,"?
In 1744 the maglstrates werc empowered to arrest ond
somuit to hard labor w:
to the otty.” |

Although Norfolk officials petdtioned the Assembly

grant and idle persons resorting

&Qg, W, M?‘“ V, 5i}1ﬁ“§@g§

3 gwad,, IV, 426, 5423 Letter of John Tazewell 4o
John ﬁer@@n zﬁwb%@n ?agaﬁa, Golomial Wﬁil&amabnrg, Ince}s
July 13, 1770

gs VII, 105, 148,
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in AT42 end again in 1749 te enlurge the Jurisdiction
of thelir hustings cvourts; both petitions vere rejected.
Hany people were carrylng thelr sulde %o the county
mm%g rendering thely determination "very tedious and
Inconvenient, as well %0 the mﬁa’%i@%%ﬁ‘ the f,:'-;i,‘f'& gourt,
ag the parties concerned:" It was not until l?&ﬁ thot
the privileges of %@W&i&*g ocurd were eénlarged
egual to thope of the ecourt in Wil ﬁmgasmme It was
grepted the right to hesr sll chan
guite, breasches of the peace, and yﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ,&mﬁﬁ of magters,

‘servents; snd ayﬁr@mmwaﬁ

zery and gommon lav

The wery spesd and efficiency of the hustings courtd
in Williamsburg wers An some measure rosponsible for ite
undoings When pert of the of 1736 permitting the
trial 6f cases originating sazz%,zsi&a the olty wvae repealed
4n 1770, opposition to the Assenbly
"If this law is not disallove {»;" WP V.fj',fa John Tagewell,

B, . ¥sars mst olapse mmm an mm& or dawilling
'm‘mw oan be brought w Justices" He almo felt that
IEnglish merchants would be hindéred in recovering theip
colonial ﬁ@%mﬁ Another gentleman decle od thet

15 sotion mounted,

"

3 Ihid., VII; 39, 373 Henlngy VIII, 153+154.

6 Hening, VIII, 400,2402; Jobm Tazovell to John
Norton, July 12, 770, Prom 1761 to 1775 there is only
one aane in the @&*Mﬁ’am a ?éz% of British merchante
gecking to yecover debbtao--"Messieurs Bueckhanan and Hagbile
merchants of Grest Britain.sgsinet Robort Mackie," .
Norfoll Borough Hustings and Corporation Court, Oxder
Book 1I, 1770-1782 {(Microfilm, %mini& 3tate m}:rwyh
128%. Bu.chanan, Hastie & Go.‘ wa.s a Glasgow firm.




CEkie was np Time 40 shub: uph those few

Courts of Justloe vhere Businees wag

&mm&%ﬁuam tranaasted, ., landl so long

s this Court contrived so ebly and

mmmw to disthorge thele Duty 4% &

'ahaulﬁ.maﬁt w%thvﬁv@ry Emaamragﬁm@n$.u.a .
%mmmly for am ae&mamag th@ i@gﬁ.wmmm ﬁzf :t:??@
Wa.s &is&m@mﬁ %m ym 1&%@2& By 'ﬁla@ emi of the ’
r:e::wnﬂ.ai gerﬁ,@a %ma 31&11&:3&1:@@ ﬁm %ax*fmm cmi 43 |
yaﬁaeﬁsaa,ﬁhﬁ sam& aﬁﬁxrrézyg aﬁﬁ iﬁ mﬁ&& ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁ it was

iﬁent%ea& t@ %h&% of thﬁ aauﬁsy aaﬁrﬁaqg

f?'ﬁ' w&m b

ing ta the emr%am m &ﬁsﬁ&mﬁ cour
mxpmae& “to meet emm a m@ath.; amima&h the Norfollk
sourt étiéi m@ alzmya zzanvma emx#y m@h, w ewg;late
its bﬁaﬁﬁ%s& it i‘x&emﬁﬁw mﬂa f@zﬁ two or tw&a é,&yﬁ in
, at ﬁﬁ.m é%’ ten & a&@ak in *&s%a&

awaa%im, ‘%aeg;ﬁ i
mming*

~ The ;&%aag@ e&f 'me ﬁtm At emﬁsaé. the Norfolk
aourt from October 1765 maml Mﬁ& wﬁm The only
reference to the a&@mﬁ&m in ﬁm oourt's records is an
inmmm&m at %&m end of m;a @aﬁ@w session:

| ? mim m@wm %o %m ﬁamm June &, &?73.,

o mmiclpa; Y ‘lxzww ¥ e ?zmé, smmmw
t:m? a:%.m*@a ahax*ag,@é. with saﬁiﬁml wima as 444 the
m:tmw courts,
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Liberty, Liberty, sweet LAbortys

Remember the £Arst of Novrs 17657

When Governor Dunmore sudfemly disselved the House of
Burgesses in May 1774, %&m ~_,re$¢sﬁa¢' ma pot hsd time
to vetiov the bill fiming logel feoss Ao & result ¢ivil
progecdings were imi@éﬁ in most courts, the one in |

Horfoll convening only two mm times before the
cubtbreak of wars

Like the common 00 i:ﬁk the NHorfolk h&iﬂ%@;&s
eourt faced the p&é«%&éﬁa é:%‘ mg@;iﬁ&%tﬁs who often failed
to attond its sossionss Oub of 3:1‘3 meetmggﬁ from 1761
to 1775 the mayor was absent nine times; end the recorder
wao present only L1fty. M&% %&w averags number of
a&éemaﬁ attending wes five, a;i:!. eight were present only
@mm‘w  ¥hen the sergesnt snd his dsputy c¢alled on
several .of the aldermen in Februars 1774 to find out
why they 44 not attend the court’s sesslons, they
roselived a varloty of anbwerss "I gannot help it my |
Business will not be left undone;" seid Lewis HansPford,
while Jemos Tayler replied thet he had been sick and
thought "4t would be damgerous to sit in a cold Courthouse."
Williem Adtchisen simply soid that he would mot attend, )
Complaining that ito business was delayed by the aldermen's

2 Norfolk Borough Hustings and Corporation Court,
Order Book I, .1761-1769 (Microfilm; Virginis State
Library), 104b,

10 The ol of court records for Williamsburg
provents a sinller analysis.




&0
absence, the, wm instrosted the mayor to loy the
mﬁ%w wmm the conmon @@mzzm;.m ;

A8 3&%&@%& of t%m m&ea fm* ‘é&w wmamw.@ﬁa,
mxsmn@ﬁ mtzm maigﬁmwa emmﬁ.mﬁ & mx&ham mmm%
M % m&tiw mxm@mﬁyg mmrﬁy m m%@w mlawﬁ@ to

w@?@w m& m &p&mﬁz&mﬁ of

%m m@ﬁ.ﬂ'&@mw of mw sy

c:m% Maa&w @ffm%ﬁ&a{ iﬁ@m‘mﬁ-’ & mme*smm Mf the
mmma wers am@m%ﬁ mmngha% %ma mmmw mrﬁ.@@
by ‘f&w common ﬁ@umm, sk rge

and ﬁmmmm until aﬁ%xﬁ &?&3@ wmn the amw&& BN
malking %h@fm a@mﬁmxﬁmﬁga At one Mm &%m*i‘alk 5

DAny 88 gix @ﬁﬂ%@h&@@ i ad ,:xwmn m the Mi’@ﬁ?ﬁs&ﬁ m@ |
mg ﬁ%ﬁ@&w@m The %@m ﬁ%ﬁm of both W%’m mﬁﬁ%
ae clerk of the mstings court, am _'_::;m mf‘ %@ @;m@e
‘%ﬁm ﬁﬁ‘iﬁ‘f&m clerk was clerk of the ﬁwﬁﬁm ﬁ:amz%g %JQ,.}{“

;1 a8

e m&‘&;

_Among the m%&sﬁm%&a’ mﬁwa was that of a&m&ﬁ*&iﬁg
laayers w ;z}x*m%mﬁ in ﬁiz@ir a@mﬂmg In :&?% the Ge
Apsenbly zaasmei an a8t providing  that aftor an @mammw
‘iay three judges or attormeys of the %mmm ﬁé}
lawyer must present his sertificate to the &ﬁéﬁ&. ﬁza%wm
for they slone w&l& grent iaim pernmission to ;&mamm ,m
thelr aocurbd, Thig ant agzz&liaa to the m@mg sourts ae

enerad,

e

-

m ﬁmx’* 3&@9&: I3 m.‘?mgmm e amve, ps 28, for
tichison's replics to the council and 1%e sctions

12 #x«emw Boolt L, 42, &4
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.mém s, the county courbte, *iaﬁ%- % 414 not provent Genersl
Sourd athorneys Ppon pm@maw :tm the huatings sourt st
Williamsburg: . The Aaﬁm‘bﬁg also. a@% lawyerts fosnes
Toe 5&% if the sult was brought by ya@%&mgg @ﬁk@mﬁaﬁ
158, or 150 pounds of fobac o3 |
In g&xfﬁﬁr o wm in ._E‘é‘m}g :»;*&m@ﬁ? -'.-;m o formow.
 )§»-.?“.‘,.,’&3;£1$ pust. ma% %ta;‘@i at zmome ﬁmﬁ& within the
borough for at least five E‘%@ﬁs An wtt possed 4n 1752
_ uired that he @%&i@. s .aﬁmﬁ,fﬁ;m% to that
wffeot m:ﬂ the hustings courts In .ﬁwmm? 768
,ﬁiﬁﬁm 'men' cane bolore the :,;‘i*aﬁmﬁéﬁ and proved that
““3&%&* &a@ sawea& at least five years a8 &g&z&,ﬂ”fﬁ;fféif%@i& |
TRt oughs Of the sixtecn, one had served as
4y 8y mﬁ;&m@&m and .éﬂm&;&*ﬁ&i@ "
rates ladd out the bounds of the

fronm ﬁhe %sﬁ End of m Gourt Mna@ 0
Capt Thos Newton's Corners; from thenge to
tm %mzzw a;m:ai ~£rom fmame % %iw %w’m

dening, ¥V, 345~348, VI, 343, For lists
of lzxwam that pma&mm in t}m ﬁarfﬁlxx and Iﬁl‘i&mﬁmxg
gourts, soe Appendices XITL and XIV.
3% pening, VI, P61+262: Order Book I, 204«205bs

s Order Book I; 131; Order Book II, 14, 48,



| &2
urt lasued seversl orders to k1l hogs
LE Apparently the court had
no more success then the sommon council, for 1t fined
at lesst four of the mwmmw 465, for falling o
obey the orders. In 1763 the court directed constabloes
ﬁm welk the streete with asmﬁfa svery 3@&@%; ané to
‘aregot *‘e&:&;:i; m&%wa end unleviul Assewblys of Negrdes
in the Streets’ sng all boye splmiing %@@ﬁ &ﬁﬁ.giayXﬁg
with ﬁM%ﬁ&ﬁamﬁ
The ﬁﬁxﬁwmk magistrates Infermed the ma&%@%ﬁ‘mf the
College of ﬁ%&&i&m and Mary in 1761 ih&% they r?al@.ﬁi@%
Q&miﬁam Bucken: a8 the ﬁm@@{&mﬁg ﬂwwﬁﬁ%fiﬁ%@? whenover he
prodused a certificate @f;hia ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁti&ﬂ* &p@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;?
Buckan never got ﬁh@ gwb@ fop ﬁh@ following
gommon: council eppolnt ; ;Mf o draw ug
_ iing & Sohool master @@? the @uﬁﬁim ﬁ&&maﬁﬂﬁ
Two years aﬁﬁawaﬁhm court @ﬁl@ ity clork %o buy a i
boolense to hold- the aw@ﬁQ{*’@ @@mﬁﬁﬁ@ the Burgesses
ﬁ?@@?ﬁﬁqﬁiili&m=ﬁﬁﬁé$ the gMim @rg Lo 3@&@ %an.ﬁ$@£$@
of the laug peased &&&h gession to th@ ﬂl&@kﬁ of the
@&%,i”j'hurg and ﬁarfﬁlk @@ﬁ@%ﬂﬂ 7

The tavern w&a one of the m@sﬁ ﬁm@@ﬁ@a&@ soclal
ina@&%um&@&ﬁ\mn.%hﬁ @a&mm@&&Aﬁﬁmm* Ordin

dng Joose in the streets.

16 orgor Book X, #7bs The boys were probiniy
sresting o troffle h&ﬁﬁrﬂg - |

T 1pgy, 15 Loubes; June 4y 17623
mals of the. .,”Q;»*fwafﬁ XIT, 39: 1?5*




63
sepocially Important An. mm;;&%l edtdes Iike Williarsburg.
and seaports like ﬁb@%&lk¢ Aceording to sn aot of 1725
the ¥illlamsburg hustings. sonrt had suthority over all
ordinariecs and public houses within the elty and the .
E‘%QP&% ‘o grant. licenses to ordinary keeperes . By 1742 it
' 1icenses and the. sane

| possensed the sole. power to. grand
te. and suppress, ordinaries as did a
] are later the Norfollk magistrates
received the same priﬁleg&mm :

During the fifieen yeare for vhich there are records,
Horfolk megliotrates grented 155 ordinary liceonsés of wihich
sboul: half were rencyals., Although the dourt suppresged
John: Oonn's license in 1761 because he "ald entertain
and sell drink® to an apprentice; it sranted him & new
license the following monbhy John MeNedl Jost his license
in 1770 for “eeping & disorderly house; &nd desling with
Gent slavens i

Segording to law,” the eourt mwma the prices
that a tavern keeper might charge for food and lodgings
law aleo required a. Ma’& of mm@ @M@% %o be displayed
the prige of meals siishtly
de by the Homfolk court

suthority to regula

county court,

Ton. ¥

in every tavern. Ralsing
was the only change in ratsé ma

E@ Eﬂﬁm&? Iv, 1383 v, 207; W@ ﬂéﬁﬁ%&
19 Order Roolk lg 55# ﬁba Opder M@h 13X, 12t

% Richar@ ﬁﬂarﬁ@, f’% @"ﬁf‘-ﬁéﬁ. and Authorits




6%
betwsen ATEL sund 1770 2 Adthough wost of the
regulations governing ﬁwﬁwfm*& food prices wore pads
by the gommon mm@ﬂi;» f&h@ @ ot st the prdec of -
floury  From 1763 to AT7L the pries froegquently veriod

) - ; £
from 128 64, per hundredweight to 16z, &&gf’ﬁ

The most important task of the cobporation megistrates
vas to preside over sgssions of the husbings courtsy HMuch
of the business before thene. aow 45 conslsted of sivil
suits fnvolving o wide varisty of leogsl actions: The .
nmaghotratés who henrd the
awsrded execndtion 6. ”ﬁh& rghtful party wers ususlly -
assisted by o Jury except in. sults for spwail '&ﬁ@'ﬁ&;@ o

In the majority of suits bro @ht before the Norfolk
fourd; plaintifis and defondants were represiated by
thelr attorneys rather then é@ggwaarﬁﬁg in povedny %s&ﬁ
defendapts pleaded not gullty to the sharges, and theiyr
casen were put on the.docket for trial at the next sossion
of court, Although defond

gant; prohiounted Iwdgnent, snd

ate. were dotasionally placed

2 For the. 1770 price 118t see Appendin XV

22 %ﬁ B?mfﬁsi? hustings court set the following
rates (in shillings pér hundredweight) on flour from
1763 to ?..Ef?"?&z ,

&emmr 1763 . 16/8 May 1770 12/86
June 1764 15/ Junie 1770 12/6
May 1765 22/6 July 1770 12/6
June 1767 16/8 Sentmbw 177 A/
April 1758 16/8 . Sonuary 1772 15/
May 1768 18/ Apral 1772 . 156/8
ﬁﬁpﬁ@n&w i7ey 1z2/6 Novenber 1774 15/6




in the sergsant’n suatody, woat of the tine they wers
Presd oh ball e:s'xbe\ not dobadned ab alle Vhen o ogae came
60 trisl the dourt freguently granted the partles an
imposdande, o conbinuation of the suti e a labter

based A0 8

sesslon 89 courty Such puoss were later disw
setticment had besn reached oub of gourt. Whenever &
Jary wme needod, 1% uwouall; nd
Ygstanders pnd Frequently included. sonabobloes was wers
in court and tavern keepers whose seteblishrents wers
Iocebad mearby,

dng G law, anyone gerving
gourt was onbtitled %o 25 mmﬁ% of tobhages a dsy Tor Dda
serviees; plus travel ezpensos and ferrisge 1€ he hed %o

aonsisted of spectators a

as o wiitness 4n

geme from snother counbys In the records of the Norfolk
cings courd there are freguent court orders grambing
t0 be pald by the pergon in

pwerded Henry

winesaes thelr allovances
vhose beball they sppésved,
Endght 290 poéunda of toboeco end Ths. 6d. for sgerving

tuo days and for “eoming 80 wilaes and retwrning:" When

The aouxt

Barthclonoy Pettdt failed %o appsar se o wWibuéss, 4

court directed him o appesr &b the négt sesalon -with
an asecptable exeuse or pay the pleineiff, John Conn,
550 pounds of Lobaceos>

A nusber of sulks wore dlsmissed at every session

. 3 Henming; V, 5053 Order Book IT, 155bj Order Book I,



&é,
with oither ane or both of the parties peyiug the eouwrd

aotbi. A féw cases %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘%hﬁn L plolatiff died or Fuliled
o a@§e&?¢ and one wag broken oi? by the merriepge o7 &
Semale @i&&m&iﬁﬁﬁg%

Avbitretion wes sometines u&&ﬁ 1o sebile mabtors in
“he eolonial courds: Ia o il a&ﬁégkﬁﬁr@ﬁiaﬁ:%&&
his wile against Richerd Bickerdiek, the partiss agrsed
to pubnit Lhelir aifforences Bo- the decislon of Geoorie
Abyvon and Meximilien Calverty 3we of the aldermen,
Buith end Ohwisholm, part
promis ¢l Bo et bwo oy three of the m&g&ﬁ%f&tah aehtle

& Hors

ies to & onil In chancery,

theilr case and agpeed "hat thelr pwnrd...be the decres
of tiis courts® A few months léder the sult mg digmiaseds
In ¥illiemeburg the court appointed four men to sebile the
Semand 25
i%@vwﬁﬁﬁéfiﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁmﬁ@mwﬁﬂimﬁMymmﬁm%
cowrts @e hardly greater then the vardety of swards and
rioe  In Norfoll slander
ing frow 1534, to £10 and
costa, while & Williamsburg Jury awarded Berfholomew and
Dandridge £2000 dam

8 of the paptics luvelved in o chionosry ones:

executions granted by the o
gases; juries cwarded Sumd Do

gon egainat Richard Johnson, Jry,

m @fﬁ“ﬁ‘*‘*‘f” E%ﬁzﬁ IT, 19 In wood sighteenth-sentury
sommon law suite the DBusband and wife had to sdue jointly
for asts committed spednst the wifs or Avbis owed £0
hory either before op after the marriage. Thers were;
of sourse, ezceptlons--ususlly of women in business for
mcma%’?,msw&m this sooms m have hean one of izham‘

25 onder mmz i ma, ordor Book iI, 38b, G0bi
ginda U6 g {Furdie & Dimon), June 15, 2;’%@




"for writing and publishing a false and a@aﬁﬁai&aé 1ibeld
on ¥rs, Dandridge," When Johnson brought a £5000 damage
sult agalnet ﬁ&ﬁﬁmﬁ&é@ ﬁér‘%ﬁggaiﬁ and battery,; the same
Jury agein ruled for man&r&ﬁg§§a§ ’?;a&a%&ffﬁ in Norfolk
A trespase cages ususlly ressived

asseult and battery an
§2 demages and costs, The Norfolk court aleo heard sulte
for breach of promise end in one of them svarded the
plaintife only 1d. dsmages snd 1d; coste,”

Seversl sults for the resovery of property were
brought in the Norfolk ﬁﬁﬁ%@%ﬁ@ﬁ@@%mﬁn& to resover real
property and detinue to regain personal property or
its value. Detinue suits were uged meinly to ggg@vav‘
livestoek, in one instance & cow and calf worth £3,17.6,

or siaves, such as two Wwomen Valued et 130 and $£8,11.6
, 28 ‘

or & man worth £100,

tices lodged complaints
against thelr nasters on seversl) occasions, PFor
miotreating his apprentice the court ordered ﬁi@hﬁi&ﬁ
Gantler to dischorge Godhart DeBruhl from his term of
apprenticeship and to ﬁay‘%hﬁ\aaé% of the complaint.
When James ﬁ&i&r%ﬂé¢ & local cdoppersmith, wane gonvicted
of mistreéating a servant nomed Eligabeth Cassarine, the

Norfollk servents and apprey

26 vippinie Gagette (Rind), August 24, 1769,
2T oyger Book I, (Foberts va. Guy) 78.
28 order Book I3 (Oswald ve. Cooper) 122-128bi

Order Boek IX, (Archer wva, Maxwell) 19b-20; (Voss vs.
long) 55bs



dourt 4irésted that the remsinder of her tdme be gold
dnld the money ‘given to Haldrene aft ng bl
vé&%ﬁ of the prosecutions Iuenuel Antonlc, & Negro enfl
| nﬁ" free born subjest of his Cstholie E%ji[‘;_jg - [dhe King
Qﬁ *ﬁﬁ&ﬁj* ?ﬁ§£ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ@ that he was faetained in- Slavery

whons ' &ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁm@ﬁ Willden Curde
as his @5@3@3@ ‘and ordered fanpbell not . fs@ *&aiw him out
of Norfolk Counts and 36 “treat him humsnely Guring the
pending of the Suit.” When Joseph Tyson compledned <
that Forn Richerdson kopt hin in scpvisude; Richardsen.
proved that Tysonm was a conviet vhose tem i
e had Bought, and the ¢o
nts magber's %W&w,
Of a1l the ¢ivil actions in the Norfolk hustings
court, sults for the rosovery of debts wore the most
numerous, Some of these cabss Anvolved ordinery keepers -
suing customers for debte or being sued; and others
soncerned persons suing for back rent, In several cases
the defendant had left Lown; had failed to appeay in
gourt; or was wnable to pay his debis, and the sergeant

ntonte m sue for his £recd

| @9 Thie company éwmmﬁ 8 rope walk end ten yard
pubed to be the largost w ita kind in aAmepicas :t%
;em 000 in 1774, the company aw& fourteen mﬂ,mﬁ.msﬁ and
f%:,r slaves x‘m‘ uge in the manufasture of rope and
meatham Japes H. Soltow; The Zconomis Bole of Williamsburg
i{gﬁ& ?&g@iﬁ 3 }gﬁ * ﬁes&mxfh n«amx*‘hmm, Colenial W&%&i&mamrg,
NG« ; e

. 30 ordar Book I, 137b; Order Book II, 64, Tib, 139,
P8 &




Eas
attached hisp sgw&ﬁ and sold them 4o pay the debls and

_@}m goste, The 1ie G '{‘:% somatines van

f‘z%fw ready noney,™ o n@ww avected Mﬁvwmwy
house; and faw lobs of ian&;ﬁ,_?i They Wi &iwa'ﬁmrg sourt
:ﬂmaaeﬁ that a tyact of land, tuo Nogroes, and o bay
horse belonging to Robert Nerrison be sold as well ac -
the **mw and Houses of the late Dr. Pobter Hay" and the
eptate of William Wemnc 2 '

O s, o

The plalntiff in & sult for debt did not alvays
yecover the full aemount Loy b ioh he sueds In Archer ve,
Coolke the debt cladnmed wae £38,16.4, at Archer reselved
only half thet amount and § por cent interest for a year
and a h@iﬁ‘@w

Exeeutors for the ostatos of deceassd persons

frequently becams involved in sults for debbs

Thomas Nowbon; Sie; and Jehn Taylor vere acting ai
executors for the ecatate of Robert Tuskey Br., théy were
plaintiffs in four sults for debt and defendants in
fifty. They were sued by tho seventesen trustess of the
%wn Point Compeny {one of whom wee Neowton himself) and

31 yipeinia Gnzotte (Purdle & Dizon) Mawvsh 8, 1770,
@awmg» 8y XF :;2;- c,ww 1&»,, l‘?‘??}@

(Ma b DA% a}; ﬁwemb@r 3., &‘?

33 opder Book 11, 3bs -
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o
such men a6 Edward Awbler, Thomas Mann Randolph, sad
Robert Corter Nicholesi Wicholes vesovered £229,15.7%
curprent noney and wnonbts.  When Newbon and Tayler sued .-
Lewlis Hanaford, one of the: magng%waﬁaaﬁ the gourt -
@ﬁéﬁ?@é\hiﬁ to sald a houge and lob ﬁﬁ-«ﬁ%iaﬁy #2500
0. hold by the ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ @ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ ﬁ&

" James Marsden and Jonsthan Elbeck served as bhe

exeautors for Eldred FPisher's estate and ‘bocame  involved
in twonty=sin }amgﬁ&@aig:zg“ﬁﬁﬁav@,mﬁa@a»ﬁﬁ@y saad
pereons suppsaedly in debt o o4 s thereby mﬁﬁ%mm&
£8:11,97 In the other fourboon capes (hoy were osusd by

| ded & totel of £121.12.2.
In several instances the magistretés directed that
Fidher's debts be peid "afteér paying preceeding
Judanents debts of greatey mMW snd the defendento
own eloims of oqual ALgnityises"""

Both courts hsd puthority 0 try cades dn chancery;
but such sudte formed o relatively emell pert of the
court's activitys Vhen Mory Smith susd Cormelius Galvert
for her dower; the Norfolk court svarded her ope~third
of her lote husband's frechold propertys The sergeant
and & jury zmmf? aiscovered that &t would inconveénience

Moher's erefitors who Wers tus

A

3§'Sr@ﬁr Book T, 1ES5b, 190, 212; 218; Yirginl
Sazstte (Rind), Septenbor 14, 1769, zu was o tw&matamy
beick puse bullt on & lo% ﬂﬂxﬁ b thﬁ Town Foint
ﬁompany s vharf.. .
35 Order Book 1@, &T&wi?l%@




T
toth periics to Jividé the ploperty) thersfore, the
avard vas changed to e.yeexly sum of (5 suwrrent Virging

vongy ; one-third the yeerly rental valug of the propovty,
In: snother case the court dlrested the defendant to
” Cgopood and suffielent

ﬁimm Blao é&wlaﬁezé& the

convey 1and 0 the plaintifs

Geatlis o in feo alnpleviss”
sale of & "Negro wench® full snd vold end omieved the
ploAntAff to pay £9:18,10, Showld he fasl to do oy

the defendant was 1o 8611 the slavey keop the cun awsrded,
and pey the rest o the plaintiff:; In this and the
40f0 wore sllowed appenl fe the

néxt sesslion of the Genersl mu%u-%

praviouns cane the plain

The mopt inborosting of theé chenvery coues wag one
thet lested for noarly siz gears, frou November 1767 to
Mey 1775. After trying to poison hey hushend; leeving
home, and rumning up large Piils in verisue Portsmouth
stores, Margarel Bannersen sued her husbond, Berjemin

Barmermen, for separete maintensnoe, Unfortunstely for
the defendant the cese ceme up during the course of &
foud smong verious mﬁmﬁﬁ% &8 the hmmm% snd the
entuing trisd wes cnything Wt 2 folyr ones The women's
evil charscter and Barmermen's offerts to poy her dobts
were woll known, yot the aam ordered him to pay his

36 aré},er Book Is 370y 38, 393 order Boolk 31,

é};ag?fmré vss Swith) 20b, (Langley vse Moore ét al,)

37 £60 LD &3 and 8l.



wife £30 for her board sinoe she hed leFt honme, £20 for
plothen, and £65 a yebr meintensnde for 1ife, plus o
segurdty boad of $130C ‘

00 and’ court sosts: Damerments

entive yosrly looons ascunted o only 201, and maversl

estabe oelzed and

donths Jater the court ordsred hi

‘Bold with The procsode aud voabd going to his wifey
?ﬁfm rapeated W@i‘&mm for a pere éguitebls ﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁm 1
ere wﬁﬁmﬁm&iy rejestod ?i:sgg* the oourt, 38
Fiag cdmwon lav eud chansery
urt seglstrates sat in judgment
on persons brought belovs the gourt for breaklng the
S “the poages I the offense commdbbed
was a felony or cepltal orise involving loos of 1ife or
Lnb, the mmglsbrates contucted & court of examdnation
‘sué wsually bound the suspect over for trlal in the
Gaperel Courbe

4 nunber of petple were brough

pagas the histings

1aw or &isbury

%o Inte eourt in
Forfolk a8 being persons "of lewd Life and Comvermetion

and Coumon lsyurbers of the pease,” The maglétrates
‘weually ordered

% the offender to wﬁm pourt coste and

"6 post thres bonds as ssourity for heeping the peace

S@* & sertoin lé gth of The most comuon

{Furdic & nﬁ::mnh Ag&xfiii ?@,
=208b; Order Book II, 2bs




yeor or £50, €25, snd €25 for alx wonthe, - The. sourd
sentenced ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂ% o slave @&E@ﬂg&ﬁ%-ﬁﬁ.@h@¢ghwgé Nowdoll
parishes, to twenty-five laghes and eix months in jeil
unless John Smith; who gometimes hired him, was willing
to post a K10 bond for his good behavior, ' Specific
violetions of the pesce ineluded such things as keéping
o burn deim or destroy ¢

o batdy house, thrsatening

anothor men'e house, strilling the sergeant, end publicly
Genouncing the couwt’s authoritys The maglabrobes Pined -
Jennit Long BSse or fﬁﬁpmmﬁs of %@?&a;mﬁ for gwearing in
sourt and divected her $6 pay irmedistely or recolive
ten &%ﬁh&gﬁg
The Worfollk court usually punished minor infraetlons
of the lav, such az seilin b & license,; by
mm& the offenfiers: Dealing with slaves in any my
e &:lm illepal, end violations cost sevoral men zm
impedinto payment of £5 to the slave's magter or thirty«
nine lashes on the bare busck ab the jmblm vhlpping post.
Waltor Bruce and Busennsh, a free Negro, charged with
disturbing the peacs ™y keeping & disorderly House and
Entertaining Gont slaves," bad to post £100 spicve ao
securdty for futwre gméi bohavior, When Robert Beard
ran asway from hia m&amr for two veeks, the hustings
eourt in Willlemsburg sdded sizty days 4o his term of

x ddguor withou

g& ﬁmﬁnﬁ Book 1, 68«68b, %56& 164, 188 99@%
oraar Book 1I; 53, 202, $ s 1644 188, 3
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aewvﬁ@é@&@
¥any persons acoused of breaking the law were
brought into ¢ourt on the information of another person.

Such cages wers known as "suite at information” and

were inctigated on behalf of the king (MIhe King against
e} Or the king and the informer ("the Eing by ..o
against ____ "), There was an altermetive to this type
of sult, for some statutes ellowsd an informer to mue
for a ﬁ@@@&%&@ﬁ sum in & elvil f”f%‘ﬂ@w»&ﬁh&w: In this
gases the "debt® was a f&n@sﬁi‘ & nunmber of suits of
both types w&rgAbrﬁushﬁfin the Nerfolk court, and in
neaxrly gvﬁxy'ima%anﬁé the fino imposed upon the defendant
was equelly divided between the informer snd the king,
the latter half for the use of the Elizabeth
or the borough. In one sult the plaintiff recovered the

entire fine of §2.10,0 and costs from a defendant
42

River Peprish

sonvicted of entertaining aeamehs

Wher the Genersel Assembly

y decided in 1723 that
‘militia officers in every county should meet annuslly

at the county sourthouse to fine defaulters, it alse
nade the City of Williamsburg a separate militis distrdcs

50 order Book II, 8; Virzin

Bozette (Parke),
Eapt@mber Ty 1739, |

42 gpder Book m, (mmm Ve, mammm} 213b.



¥5
‘and assigned to the hustings court the task of fining
ite defawliters: In 1738 the inbaebltants of Norfolk
wore ordered to trein for a borough militis rather than
that of Norfolk Uounty, and the hustings eourt was to
att 66 5 court martial o fine those not attending:
wilitis musters; wh@>ﬁ$ii%i$'&@$ﬁ\@f 1787 provided
that Williemsburg and Nopfolk Anhablitents ﬁm not have
to sorve outside the city or boroughs To polect men
for servise in the militia; m&g&ﬁ%&aﬁ&g and nilitis
officers vere to méet as & @@\aﬁ ifz;ﬁa<i$
ogeupations of town inhablionts; and ony m&a,wh@‘%aﬁmaed
to obey; Af sonvioted Putthout the formality of & jJury,"
would be £ined £3, The bustings courts were also |
orderet %o determine whether pr not fines should be

repaild to masters whose servants had neglected to
43

Ap Justicés of the pesee and maglsbrates of the
hustings eousts the mayor; veeordsr; and aldérmen of
Will4emsburg and Norfolk possesseéd the jJudiclal authority
in these municipal corporations. They hed oivil

Jurisdiotion over common lavw snd chancery sults and
eriminal jJurisdiction over alli minor offenses against
law and m%ﬁe@& &3v&,@@aw@-@f*examim@aamn theilr function

*’*3 Homing, 1V, Ma«m:z v, 33.*32 VII, 69+73, 101
103108, ngg * HER ' F" i " 9?3a "



76
vas similar to that of o grand Jury in indleting
persons for more serious erimes; Thesé maglotrates
appointéd lesser officlals, regulated ordinarivs, and
ex¢relsed certain other exsoutive powers in addition
%éaaﬁﬁing as & court martiol for the covporstbion
militia. Thelr taske varied, but thelr primary duty
lay in settling dieputes &

14 preserving the peaces



Rorfolk acted as the officlial repropentatives for &)
%% eorporations in addibtion 4{;@ Servin 5 s leglslators
and judges, When the geveiners and their femiiics
they were alveys grosted with

arpived in the colony;
sddressos 6f weléons Prom

the two corporations; anmd

Norfolk thanlke .
"a sefe end plessent passage” and & "
the Toile & fatigues of Govérmment,"
nastened in 1774 to send Governor Dunwore congratulations
on his safe return from & m&&mﬁg& Indian sampalen and
on the birth of his daught

?ﬁh&iﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁi@m were slse the responaibiiity
vislt Boyfollk in i?ﬁﬁmy the sommon gouncil ordered Mayor
Porkins to give hinm "a public Enterteinment” and sppointod
two aldermen to manage the affalr, News of the Stemy
At 's popesl m&&&mﬁ Norfolk on May 13, 1766; and the
offistelo et aside ¥ay £2 ss & day of rejeicing: On
thet dey “the Mayor and Aldermen; sccompanied by the
Gentlemen 6f Yho town...wslled An grest order to Chureh"

kel *N

, ﬁinuﬁa&: Degember 22, &?5 , December 26, 1774 -
ing e (Furdie & s Decomber 8; 77




78
to attend special services; affer which they reoturned
to the courthouse ™
from the shipa,” -éh&waﬁﬁﬁ'm&yawvaﬁrarﬁﬁ sevoral teasts
Befitting the oscasion®
w&&ﬁbﬁmabﬁ?gfﬁﬁa ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁﬁ@hﬂvﬁﬁlmam&'ﬁﬁwﬁéiaifﬁé?@maniﬁﬁ$
and the ¢ity'e offigers often Joined the Governer end
Counsil en these publlc ooeasiens, When the dsclaration
of war agalinst Franod was p@ simed throughout the city
in 1756, the ﬁ@vawmﬁ?*aﬁ&«#@mﬁéiﬁ'Wﬁré,faizﬂﬁﬁa by the
Maver, Recordery andl Aldermen of the City with the
%@#, s¥w n3 '

.. Upholding the rights ond dignity of the corporatism
uag another task that fell to 4ts officisles In 1755 a
group of Horfolk citisens; includi:
councilmen; held & mook clection and ¢hose & slave ag
meyor of the boroughs They were brought befove the
council and made to apologize for thelr insult Yo the
Vbﬁﬁmﬁ8ﬁ+g§V@ﬂﬁM$ﬁﬁﬁé ¥hen George Newbon; an alderpan
for mony years, cicimed and refused o pive up what the
Norfsll torpovation considsersd $o be o pioce of publis
Jand; the council appointséd James Holt as the borough's
sttorney to proscoute the public olainm in the Genéral

wader & gemeral discharge of connon

483 the a&%ﬁﬁg*é copiboky

g two of the gommon

2 %imﬂﬁﬁa July 8, XT613 ;w;figfi Gazebie
& Dixon), aunm*ﬁ 1766, s R

5 Mg ﬁ’ % ‘f}ﬁ, 3@‘{’33@3@3@” ?i 35?55&
#“%ina&ea, June 26, 1755,
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Gourts A year later George Wythe wes omployed to asglet
FPoyton Rondolph, the borough recorder; in o sult apgainst
Thomas Newton, . The Virgimla judicisl proeess must bave
funotioned quite slowly in this case, for in 1766; six
years aftcr the sult bogen; Thonas Newbon sgieed m
leave the natter 0 the decislon of three m&mmm .

dn thelr charters Willlansburg and Norfollk oech
W}ﬁr@&%& the privilege of gending one repredcntative to

the House of Burgesses. Tho chapters also provided th
certain inhabitents in each town weore entitled to vote
for thet representative--all frecholders owning a house
and Yot (helf & lob in Norfoll), residents with 6 visible
estate of £50 curps
i 8t & trade in the town for five yeors and

. bhecoming vesidentss In 1742 and 1752 the
Asgembly passed levs further requiving votors to live
in thelr respestive towns for at wmm tvolve mmﬁm
prior to the Q&e@tgm,g

't poney; and former cpprentices

aftsruar

he wen whty aerved o8 burgesses
for the corpovesions were alveys -&@&é‘mg gltizens of the
towns, such as Georse Wythe and Feyton ﬁm&amy “ﬁzm of
the men who eat for Williamsburg, The Norfoll sorpordtion
wag répresented throughout most of the eolonial poried

by ‘iiree men, John Hutehings, Sres end his sons; John

Ibia Mvambm* m L7575 Jul )k s June 24
J %: ?66; # ¥ ;}‘“3; 75 ) &

G Hening, Vy 204-207; VI; 261-263,




8o

ough the réslidento of cach town hed the r&@hﬁ

to eléch their represensative to House of Durpespes,

they poEEeENed KO m@i& Bl riiege in selecting mz*mrmmm

officlalss Nerfolk snd Willismsbur

aigm closed municipal corporation governments ir

American ealmiagﬁ and their charters graated wfma&am

the pover of selféperpetuption, The povermment of sadh

town soon vas controlled by a small group of citizenss
Heny of the men who Served as ﬁ@:@zi“mfm*ﬁ officiais

belonged to the weelthy mérd ' ‘ ;

was probably equel to thai =

tut their ideas and interests were move like Shoee @ﬁ*

merchants in other port toumns Worfoll citivens

tim% soclal distinctions gave ¥
the Dnglish m 5 Lbish ¢lement ;b m ‘
Hogshaads of ; mgieh m@ s % %w zm&a smm &m&
ghundent supp! ics of gix m*%t. m
Mprket squars, by &z Ly
rafreshuent of th . § An :
484 not Fail to G y r wmw w iy ﬁ;% favor by
thé sonetancy of thelr 4 w*ﬁi@m Lo ‘%M% ereature
comforts, ' and by making tin wing w&“ﬁh thely
mmmmm chaséprss ALY éﬁ at the bavern
over an infant {éﬁ& :‘mr@é W gallongl
of im% Mmzsk punch o m.a Times, "

& The eﬁ,@hﬁ ammﬁ munieipal corporations were:
G@mammm, Ihilodelphia, WAilliemsburg; Norfollk, )
8h, Eﬁwy 83 Gmwl.@ﬁ%ﬁn, &mammaa axaﬁ M%&ﬁmﬂs,
Exy « Griffith, mﬁ:ﬁ‘ez i dperdeen Clby Govermmend:




orgenized "The Sons of Liberty" &n 1766 as a protest
sgainst the Stamp hety twenby<five of the fiftysseven
men who signed the resolutions were borough @f&fﬂi@i&is«ﬁ;
o the ,m;m who governed Norfoll made every e¢ffort to .
keep control of the boroughts government ,@m courts in
thelr own hands or in those “ of bheir yoletives and
friendsy As mewbers of the town's leénding familliepw
Bousl; Hubohdngs,. Newton, ,-;:_i?z;%?;a“;gfafa?g Oalvert=~contis
intermarry, femily relebtlonships beceme Incressingly |
mmm@x;m Hdnpmey S, wos Norfoll®s third

mayory and four of his deughters marrded men who lster

ied o

bevenme meyors. Three of Hutohings® sons wore touncilmen,
and one of then mavried '%23@%%%&%&* of another payor,

Cornelivus Calvert, 8tuy wag o, menber of the common
gouneil, two of his oons were later mﬁzmﬁg‘ """ :
éam;zm ter was the wife of o deputy %@Wwwm The m@m@m

mayor of fﬁwﬁ‘am mm Q«wm@ Hewbong two M his sone and

a wﬁwﬁmﬂﬁw ?:aacme WEYOrSs

R B

| 9 féﬁlﬁ,m 84 ?ﬁfmiﬁw ‘ % 208, Dag A
Sketeh 28 Norfolk, 8nd J1olnll¥sss iFhiladelphle,
3,;4\13 s B0-T04 o

m 66 Appendd

11 vezimilion Oelvert end Cormelius Calveit, é“m,
were sldermens ﬁww brothar; Joseph, was Horfolk's
asorgeant, & rw feud developed thet involved.the
whole Calvert ﬁ*emiily fmé Lowio Hanaford, snother aldermen,
Seo the Virginie OGesetie {mm} April 6, 1769, April 20,
Y769 A mories of mmw ‘and mmmwem&m wm brought
in the Norfolk hustings court from July 1768 to Jaruary .
1770+ It was duwrlng this féud that the Bannerman cese
éame to triale S6e above, ppy 43 and 71,

ix AVis




Be

Another o :;xw 5 81 %g wen of this closed cavpopabion

sovernment was thet aldermen fraquently served several

berms as mayor; though never two in auccession, Georps

Sypron was meyor of Norfolk four difforent times, fowr

nen were olectsd to thres %erme aplecey and o vumbey of

others hold office the decond mmém ; ' _
Willlemsburg vad also & olosed corporation controlled

by o snall group, of the gity's most dmportenmt and . L.
m"mmtm;n meny  Meny were mm;g the golony's leading
lavyers, and some held bigh offfces in the government of
the aolony--atiorngy gensral, Council member, tréapurer,
alerk of the Gemersl Court.  Althoueh exleting ré

for Willlemsburg are incomplete, the eame cheyastericpies

~ & Few mon sexved st least
Yai s ‘a&z,m; Prentia,
and Dizon fewmilics vers woll peprésented among the %t@%g
officialos

There vas o srprising dogroe of %m& oerices
bolaing in both Williansburg end Wox folly Tor throughout
the m&m&% wrﬁaﬁ meay bown 0£f4 a3als oleo served os
mmmm of the peabs for the neighboring countics and
vestrynen of the logal pwmzmﬁ?’ In efditdon,; somg
Held golo dal offices my sat in the.
H'ﬁ‘mfs&é of. Burgessse, Thic dublicetion of offigtal

evpear there as in Norfolk,

m*t; tama a8 nayoy; and the Blair; I

ﬁf th@'ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁ%ﬁe mét

12, aaa &p;mz@@x T,

A3 S&e Appendices mwm.




, 85
;aézwm@% tended Lo concentrate authority in the hands
of & mﬁ&ti%ﬁy amell group of mewéhents, planders, ard
lauyars, bubt it wdoubtedly Taellibsetéd the fhrsnsitdon
of business £rom one branch of the golonlel goverhmont
to snother, parbtiouwlarly vhere guestloms of jurisdiection
frose between fovn end sowndys -



Vi, CORGLusIon

The ostablished pattern of logal govern
Justice in ﬁ@l@nﬁ%x.?irgini& wag 8 system of countiesy
sach with its Justices of the peace snd county courtss
Individual towns and commmnities possessed no eeparate
Jurisaiction from that of the county in whleh they were
situnted. When the Oty of Willlamsburg and the Borough
of Norfolk recelived roysl chorters of lncorporationy
they were grambed tho right to havé their own systems of
goverpment and dourtsy These two munisipal sorporations
wore; thereforey the only towns in colonial Virginie
ever to attain the statug of o scparate w
The muniecipal borough corpovation was the comuon form of
town goveryment Ain sightecnth-géntury Ingland; m g -
145 highest polnt of development in the Gty of Lendom
The system of govermment and justice in the colonial
Virginia dorporations was modeled sfter that found in
the English munleipel boroughs

ﬂﬁ% &m&

it of government.

Williamsburg was chartered in 1722 snd Norfolk in 1736.
Thriving comounities ot the time of their incorporation,
both towns continued to grow end to prospers During the

coloniel peried the OGsperal Assenbly passed several sotg
1

adding soobions of land to each of these townsg,
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While no accursts. population statistics exiat for
oolonial Virginia, thoere sre sowme estimates of the
number of irhabitants in sach towm during the pericd.
In July 1759 & visitop to Villiamsburg ¢stimated that,
the town contained some 3000 persons; both black and .
wnitey end 200 housesy A fow years later the nunber’
of residents had risen %o 15003 there may have been as’
many ae 1800 but probably nb more than that. Twics. a
year during the "Publick Times" festivities Villismsburg's
population ineressed téf&@ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ é&“@@ﬁ&;g'~$niﬁ?éﬁ'ﬁm
the population of Norfolk was sobimated at 1000, bub
1775, the nunber . hod grown to &b@u‘% 6250, thpes or foup
times the size of the normel Willlemsburg populstions:
By the end of the eolonial perded Norfolk was the elghth

lorgest town in the colonics.”

Ap Novfolk and Williameburg grew; thoy faded an .
fncreaping mavber of W@ﬁ.@mg - Bowre ‘%hay sould solve,;
and some they could nots The initial powers granted by
thelr charters soon proved insufficient, New lowe and

oes wore freguently necded: to insure the propér

regulation of commeves and good govermment and to

Bridenbeugh, Citles in R ,‘ 1ty 210%217 ¢ ?he seven
largest towns weres ¥ ielphis (40,000), New York
Ia&,eﬁﬁi Boston (16, mm " cherleston {iﬁsﬁaﬁg ﬁemm
11,000); New Haven (8205}, and Norwieh (7032 |



preserve the pesde and good ‘order of the communities
Despits their apparont autonomy,; these units of local
government often were unable to take sction bocouse of
thetr limited jJurisdictions It Wes neoessery on such,
gacasions for them to petition the General dssembly to
pases an aot @xﬁéﬁﬁ&mﬁcﬁheiw*ﬁf&?&iﬁg@@.aﬁﬁ‘auﬁhaﬁiﬁya‘
ﬁﬁ&ﬁ@ffﬁ@miﬁhﬁﬁélaﬁﬁﬁ the Asgonbly 614 not interfere o
any great oxtent in Norfollk's local affairs. To what
egbent Willioushurg was @ﬁvé@%ﬁé=%§”%h@“ﬁﬁsﬁmﬁxﬁ'%hﬁﬂ'
neagey vecords 46 nob say, bubt it 4s quite: possivle that
logal affnira in the capibal eity wéve ofben i
by the ecbivities of the oolonfal Assembly.
The duplicobion of porsonnel among colonial office-
Bolders and the olosed dorporate mature of Norfollk snd
ﬁ%&&i&ﬁaﬁﬁ&g tended to congentrate sutbority 4n the hands
of o small group of wéalthy snd dng
in & semséy o govermmental aristooracys Through the |

fluenged

uential wens It ves,

éommon counclls snd the hustings courts these munieipsl
Prielals oxeroised execubive; legielative, omd Judiolsl
authority over the locel éaidents: This authority |
extended to many phases of urban 1ife; and the varied
acbivities of the councile and courts show the wide range

of affadrs with which they became concorneds They also
11lustrate something of eighteenthegontury town 1ife and
the way in vhigh the institutions of muniocipal govermment
and jJustice functioned in.sclonlal Virginia.






1: HORFOLK MAYORS

: 'fi‘“&l ‘Boushy 8ry
~ George Newton ‘

John Hubehings, ﬂrw‘

Robers ?ﬁ@k@?ﬁ B
John Tayloy
Sanmel Emith, Jra,
Jbaiah 5&&%&

?h&m&s &ﬁﬁtﬁn Bre
Johmn Tucker, Srs
Rovers: xaﬁk@w, By
Durham Hall

ﬁh@is&&y&ar Feorking

Jasial ﬁ%&ﬁh

ﬁi@h&fﬁ K%lﬂ&&k
Jogiah Bmith
Jobn Fhripp

Jolin %ﬁaﬁ&w g o
Robert ”a@kar, 5w
Vilson Hewbon
Christopher Perkins
Poul Loyall
ﬂr@%&bﬁlﬁ Camphbell
Leowis Lord
ﬂaaim&iﬁan Galvert
James Taylor
George Abyvon

Sorpelive dalvert, I

Mazimilisn Colvert
ﬁﬁariea %ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ

Gmiéaym@ma
ﬁ@@mgaﬁAf}wam

. Q%m m m‘a’”ﬁfﬁ

Novs 18; .

June 84y ;

June 2&,

Sans 22 103
Junc 24, I7A0
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dapme

Gonrge Fewton -
Samuel Bousah, %tm ,
JIohn Hutehings, Sre
Robert Tucker, Birv |
fohn Teyler
Sammel m&m, Jm
Jomes Ivy

A&ax naar C%ampbeil

g R 3
o "»:;sa Pgé‘ g@%@n

’Iﬁmmaa ﬁﬁ%@ng ﬁm
John Tucker '
John Tucker; Jry
Wileom b}ﬁ%tm =
Durhsm Hall '
%&ﬁiﬁﬁ%;ﬁ Por¥ing
BOPES on
Blchard Xolalelk
ammmm Qamg;%;sam
Foul Ioyall
Charles Thonmnsg
Lewis Hengford

Broman aaza,géem 'm}
John Teylor [D]
Jokm Tecker, Jre [M]
Thos  Newbony Srs mz
. Bdward Pugh LR}
Durham Heil (D]
ErpeA g el Y

¢! elede
Joslsh Smith !Z o3
61 John Phrdipp

- Wilpon ﬁ@%{m v
Maximilian Calvert 1762  John Tucker [D]
James Teylor Bar, I764 Chric, Povkine [M]
Gornelius Calvert; Jrs July 1767 amm Tuckor; SBre [D.
Willdam Altchison Aprs 1768 3. mmmmm sm
Themas Newbony Jr. Septs 1775 Maxs ﬁ%a&wrﬁ {r]

v&@am‘sm 14
i
g

pnuteg,

These eleht men wam named ﬁ.n the aha%em

He became mayor on the aﬁ&m of Samuel Boush; S:’r,
3 Resigned {ﬁh moved avay [¥l; deveased [D],
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John m;i@@m

Jobn Phripp

- Paud Portloon

John Tushker; .8v..
Josish Eﬁmﬁ.’&h L
Alexander HoFPhepson .
Edward Portlook
&ﬁm V:i‘amm

Pator | m
Bamiel Boush, Jm
Rﬁ%‘sfﬁm | iﬁwm

&m,} Zﬁ&m W:i& Ti.m:mam;
ggmuié Yower .
Baverd Pugh

Thonae Nevton, 3r.
Sanuel E%‘mgerés o
John Dupre
Gorneliug {?e.;!.wﬁ g S July 7
William Happer ' :
Jotm Cook
\Jma Hoore
Fiehard mgﬁ.a

%w&a%:w&w Bidner
Thomas Snail e
John Tueker; Jr.
John mm
Johy FPorter

James Pasteur
Wiloon Rewbton

John Willoughby
John Yaxley

Alexender Ross June 24y 1746

oo

Sovrce: Minutes:

# Thess naned first appear

dutes
b A

Melbone ffﬂ
MoFherson ?ﬁ?

RFOLE COMMON COUNGILMEN

Yosta odeh [412
: 5 .Ede i’@%l@t}k E%
25, X759 Haxcook [R}

29 Edy %mismk (2]

e (8],
z’mm&: f91
Thotie ﬁ’@fm@w

%@p@% fﬁli

The Hewbong ﬁm fal
Tohn Tucher, 8r. [Al
Peul Portlock 33

| 'é‘m %ﬁk [ml

H

S Eﬁﬁﬁhg T {RB
Gristeak (D)
Porter (D]
Blookbuir %

We Houbton. ,M

in the Minutes for this

Resigned [R1: moved away [Ml: deccased [Dl



‘nge Abnyvon
Nathanicl Portlosck
Gherlos Sweny
Richord Kelsiek
mﬁ*m&aﬁm& Perkine
Aghbury Sutton .
%@mm Iniaon
Alozandey Ross
%ﬁﬁ% Thomas
John Cook |
Wiliiem Orange
Mosdmiiian Unlvert
ﬁiﬁmﬁ o5 Wonyeott
‘momas Wilgon .
Riokhard Seobd
William Freopan
Jotm Willoughby
Arohibala Cempbell
Lemue) Willoughby
Bdword &m&w, Br.
William Young
James mm
Thomas ‘m:smpmn
Lewls Honaford
Famd Loyall
Daniel Rothery
Wil ldem Altohison
Robert Waller
Jame# Teylor
John Hunteox
&vﬁaph Hutshings
Hexinilion Ga&wm
ﬁﬁ%mimm Boush .

Gorneling Calvert, Jr. L

Hillien Bradley
Jomes Parker
Matthew %mim
Jolin Hubohdnpgs, I,
Thomes Newtoh, Jrs
Robvert %Qiﬁem Jre
Jobn Tayior [Jr. 71
John Gilohriet
Daniel m;m::ga

Jur ’:’ 6
«:ﬂma @%ﬁ 1768

fm f?a%v?m se. (D)%

Dale

mﬁﬁ K,‘%z 23

e IRL
Sutton 1]
Jamss ﬁﬁ@m {El

Pasteur [R]
&w«iﬂw \ wa

m@ fiﬁ
Hs Calvert {&2

Hols [R]

Sampbell f4l
xf:igm [al
?@h;wﬁia?ﬁ Al
Q i

[Secott ?3 {r *23

Hanaford f4}
¥ Calwert {a]

James Taylor L4l
%&m %mwzﬁ -
Ci @a;wg%, Jre LAl
Orange LR}

\ Y %ﬁma& f_ R’} woved away (M1} deccased [R}].
2 pecame en sldermen (Al
3 Removed from nfflce.
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) Wﬁem {Aéﬁ“
:&m@?w;?

Bds srohers srs [ m
G« Bouih {@;3 .

1774 34 Taylor [Ir. 91 [D]
774 . [G. Boush 7}
The gggm,@m é‘?:ﬁ {al

mamm Endeht
Bogsott Hoseley
She ;mﬁ aﬁrﬁ fzﬁﬁ

é}‘ﬁﬂm Wm e
Thonas Glsiborns
Edumed frchor, Ir.
JFomon Haraden .
Bohort Tayler
ﬁ&m«aﬁ. &mglaa {21

LI

=3 ﬁem@%ﬁ. mﬁs affmm
5 mamaeé £§33 mm& way ﬁ&}g

Ivy ’%ﬁﬁ}?ﬁh{ Rﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁim

Eir Jam; ﬁma&&;ﬁz Eﬁﬁsﬁ“&aﬁ - ﬁg@{;g 15, 1‘2‘3@;}?‘
David 0'sheal Doputy %wmww ‘éwm m i’?%
David Clshenl Becordey | i v
%I&ﬁm m:ﬁm , Emm'é@r

Sourcet Minuboss

* 5o was named in the charter,
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Yome
John Holloway

Abrahan _ K‘f&.ﬁh@l'ﬁﬁ
Edward bsrradall
John Hormer

Robert Davidaon

John Harmer

George Gllmer
John Amdon
John Blaiwr; JIr.

W R

John Blair,
John Hols
Jdolm Randolph
John Prentis

Thomas Everard

James Goolts

Jomes Cooke
John Pizon
William Fasteour

. [November)

Sources: Vir:

iy 28, vrest
[Novenber]

November 30, 1736
Rovember 30y 1737

giﬁa%mbe-rl
[ November]

[November] 1750
Hovember 30; 1751
Novenber 30, 1752

November 30, 1758
ﬁ‘?‘m‘ﬁeﬁ* 3@, W

November 230, 1766
November 30, 1767
November 30, 1768
Hovembeyr 30, 176
November 50, 1770
Novembar 30, 1771
November 30, 177:
November 30, 1774
November 30, 1774

tte; Rob
carch b

ﬁmﬁ ¥

Colonial Willlamsbure, Ine.), Deéember

10, 1750 and note); George Chumbley,
"officiale and Officers of Williameburg"
(Typeseript, 1558, Research Dopta, *
Golonial w&ixmmwm; Incels

3 He wae appointed by the chuarter,

2 He proceded Barradall,

5 He dled on January 29, 1739,

4 He wag wayor on Docember 4; 1745,

5 He wag mayor on December 12, 1746,
6 He was mayor on December 10, 1750,
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VIs WILLIAWEBURG ALDERMEN

Banme

#ir John Randolph
- John Custis

domes Bray =
Archibald Blalir
Willian Robertson
Thomas Jonos

Abrahem NHicholas
' Bdwerd Barradall
John Harmer
Robert Davidgon
Hatthew Kemp*
w6 Glimer
Walter King
Jobn Amoon
W&lma;m Parks
114an Prentis
E’emn ﬁan&alph
John Blair; JIre
John Holt -
John Randolph
Jﬁm xs,;:;;tm

mes Blad; Hovs 30, 1772°
Wﬁlﬁ.am E’amaur Fov., 30, 1773
John Dixzon .

noeons Q}‘!&E"&ﬁ&, 4.3 -’7 * =13
Robert Rose Diary; Chumbloy, "ofricials."”

1 Thene Bix men %am'e mzmeﬁ in the
ﬁmg‘%@g‘g

2 He 81ed in Dosember 1730.

2 Rebert Rose Dlerys Degember :m,, 1750
and notés He dled x}x@iﬁr to July 29, 1765,

& mw m:ae;a eﬁpmax‘* as &M@matm on
this ﬁaﬁﬁa '

5 He replaced Wythe vho had resigned.



VII, WILLIAMSBURG COMMON COUNCILMEN

&’camhm Wiohslas

Edwnrd Barvadall |

John Harmer

Robert Davidson

m%ﬁmﬁf Kﬁﬁﬁﬁ ’

W%ﬁ, .R&”m%m

. Ao i@&
a’mm %@z&%a

Thomag E%mm
éfmﬁ%a immm

é“ﬁim amw i?}
Haldenby Dixon
Willian %&tmy
John Dizon
mmm mmf

i

Hovs 3

ﬁ@m
Nows 30, 1767
Yoy, 30, 1767

30, 1767

How: 0" 1rer

50, 1767
g

\ 1770

172
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%m%mm~ ”y&ﬁ%&
wd Barrodell ﬁw&m’&mr XT5T

mn:?&min Wallop June 1746
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#Charles ﬁﬁéﬁy 1l
*“Jomen” Iv

Jw&m Seot 33

e 2y
m&&%&w %ﬁﬁ‘x«@y
James Wobb @%vi%ath iﬁer: i

“Rokert Tucker; Sy #John Tueker; Jra

“Thowas ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?‘ng By

% May@m, aldermeny Or common zxmmezﬁmn of
mﬁr’fﬁliﬁu
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2&3’21*3.%9
Mathew Plevee mﬂ, 5 Mathews
Miobadld Archer Mvm Broy, Jm
Robert Cobbsy Jrs misl Timson
Honxry Carey %@ﬁg& ﬁi@h@ﬁ.@m
#®Arehibald maw w@m Clayton
“John m;}.&ww&y T

&a Emma& .
#John Cuotls JAgn | :
Lewis Burwell
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#James Bray
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%#John Harmer Jeun y I
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igamm %m&&m :
SOrEE -
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%&‘mﬁ,&m Ess&m
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¥ JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
241775

William Craford #Wilson Hewhon
#John ﬁm@@mcggﬁ EW» “John Willoughby
%ﬂamﬁa$ Smﬁﬁh, Jie . @Richard Kelsiek

Lt Arehibald G&mﬁhﬁ;;‘
ﬁili%%m,ﬁaﬂnﬁr

S é@aﬁ@é Venle
1shy T Markom Herbert
%ﬁgﬁﬁﬁt Taahar %ﬁm -a§5§§&,§ﬁawa§t

@Jﬁ@n~$ayﬁar@. . COrProv
Jonies wgﬁ ‘ sRobert Tusker; I
*&ﬁ. Alem Fortloek %‘Wiu&&m %@&ﬁaﬁn
Caleb Wilsen “Lemuel Willov

Solonon ﬁiﬁﬁ@ﬁg Bry :
Bichard Chur

ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ ﬁ?“»ﬁ@‘ 4

‘ﬁ‘?himaa ﬁamam
harles Swen

”@@hﬁ &a@&&@~w$w¢ ?3
gg&a&ﬁ ?@t& '

§ﬁ$ﬁ% W@Eh
Jomes wmﬁm
Apthur Boush
ﬁﬁ&m@% ﬁaa&i@r

# Mayors; azatnman, or sommon @@aaailmaa of
Horfolk



299
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RYII. COLONIAL VIRGEINIA CURRENCY
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&éxchangs or into Spanish or other foreign
eoin. After Virginie poper money wasa
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to be the most valusble in the American ecolonies, iis
during the colonial
wﬁaﬁﬁ The usual rate for the early &?_;;m’a was 25 per
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rate of exchange varded widely

(New m*k, ws&n .8.

By fv"’*«zs.m a @ 0e vxy T antat
London, N, de, é I8, 46

3 sohn M, Hewphill, ”‘I‘lm Rate of I‘imha.nge Betveen
Virginis and Great Britein' (Typeseript, Rosearch
Department, Coloniel Williemoburg, xnn,ﬁﬁ EN

. 10
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monsy of Virginis o equal or 40 pv
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- .
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48 piven as Toble XVI fm %mw, ‘The Ecenomie Role of
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2 &%W Joinng ez Q, i@im%m Z: Ripley; The £y

_ w, Df Vir mm 1607-1776 {Now %’.”m:';y, z. By s dAGL1H408
m&m gga@, amm m_, en t Labor, w g«.,. Lous
Survenc Lop of 5l Ltioh Colonies in Amerdca, .Third

Edition (L ﬁﬁ@ﬁ, 1 053, Ve '
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