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ABSTRACT
The literature on the etiology of assent, to right-wing 

political ideology in America suggests that downward intra- 
generational mobility is a possible source of rightist,sup­
port which has received little research attention. A feel­
ing of dispossession appears to be strong among rightists. 
Because small businessmen in America experience a high rate 
of business failure they would seem to be a group experienc­
ing much dispossession. Small businessmen have been dis­
proportionately supportive of right-wing movements in America 
and elsewhere. To explore the effects of downward intra- 
generational mobility on assent to right-wing ideology, small 
businessmen who had filed for bankruptcy were compared with 
small businessmen still in business on a scale measuring 
acceptance of rightist ideology.

A correlation of .47 was obtained for the relationship 
between bankruptcy and acceptance of rightist ideology. - 
Variables which correlated .30 or better with Rightist Scale 
scores were partialled out. The .47 held up fairly well 
except when three intellectual indices were, separately, 
held constant. The *47 is reduced to .17 when the Cultural 
Sophistication Index is held constant, and to .09. when the 
Degree Level measure is held constant. A third order partial 
was figured on the .47, holding these two variables and Years 
of Education constant, which reduced it to .01. The multiple 
correlation with all other variables held constant, between 
acceptance of rightist ideology. Years of Education, Degree 
Level, and the Cultural Sophistication Index is .421. The 
correlations between the intellectual level measures and 
Rightist Scale scores were not significantly reduced when 
Bankruptcy was held constant. All the correlations between 
the intellectual measures and Rightist Scale scores are 
significant at the .002 level.

Ruling out sampling error as an explanation for the 
fairly strong correlations between the intellectual measures 
and Rightist Scale scores leaves four other generic causal 
possibilities. First, cognitive skills may produce lowered 
Rightist Scale scores. Second, high Rightist Scale scores 
may produce low cognitive skills. Third, the relationship 
between cognitive skills and Rightist Scale scores may be a 
two-way relationship. Fourth, there may be some other 
factor causing the existence of high cognitive skills and low 
Rightist Scale scores. The second, and therefore the third, 
possibility does not seem likely. The first and the fourth 
seem reasonable explanations of the data. An interesting 
possibility for the fourth would be that the more schooling 
one has, the more one is exposed to and acculturated into, 
a subculture, which has an anti-rightist ideology.

vi



AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF BANKRUPTCY ON THE 
SUSCEPTIBILITY OF SMALL BUSINESSMEN TO RIGHT-WING IDEOLOGY



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The focus of this paper is the etiology of assent 
to right-wing ideology in America. • Over the past ten 
years many studies have been done which suggest "margin- 
ality" as a possible cause of support for the right. 
There are two main approaches to the effects of "margin- 
ability" on political attitudes, "status inconsistency" 
studies, and "vertical mobility" studies. This chapter 
will provide some background on where these two 
approaches have led and how the literature suggests that 
intragenerational downward mobility among small business 
men seems a worthwhile research topic in attempting to 
find more about what determines assent to rightist 
ideology in the United States.

STATUS INCONSISTENCY STUDIES

Lenski's work is the foundation of status inconsis 
tency studies. He defines "status inconsistency" as a 
situation that exists for an individual when he has 
different levels of status on several different hier­
archies, such as education, income, race, and ethnicity.



3
Such a situation produces stress because, presumably, 
individuals like to think of themselves in terms of 
their higher statuses and to think of others with whom 
they interact in terms of those persons' lesser statuses. 
Lenski concluded that status inconsistency commonly 
produces antipathy towards the social order, which is 
perceived by the individual as responsible for his stress. 
One manifestation is his support of the political party 
advocating change. Lenski found that inconsistency be­
tween ascribed and achieved statuses is the kind of in­
consistency most likely to manifest itself politically. 
Although in America, there has been little opportunity to 
vote for extreme change to the right, Lenski feels that
status inconsistency could produce desire for change in

1
either direction.

Follow up studies on Lenski's work have tried to 
be more specific as to what kinds of. status inconsistency 
produce what kinds of effects. Kelly and Chambliss found 
a very weak relationship between status inconsistency and 
conservatism. They used a combination of achieved statuses 
rather than achieved and ascribed ones to measure status 
inconsistency. It is interesting to note that each of 
the three class criteria which Kelly and Chambliss used -

1. G. Lenski, "Status Consistency and the Vote, " Airierican 
Sociological Review 32(April, 1967), pp. 298-301.



occupation, education, and income - correlated more
highly with political attitudes than did status incon- 

2
sistency.

Gary Rush examined studies by Lenski and Elton 
Jackson which had found that high education or occupation 
combined with low racial-ethnic status predisposed indivi­
duals with status inconsistency towards a liberal political 
stance. Rush found low education more related to accept­
ance of right-wing attitudes than low occupational or 
income status. Rush decided that possibly "under given 
conditions, a combination of high income and low education 
may predispose right-wing attitudes, whereas a combination 
of low income and high education may predispose left-wing 
attitudes." Rush, then, feels that education may be the
determining factor regarding which way status frustrated

3
individuals will go on the political spectrum.

Olsen and Tully give a useful summarization of the 
status inconsistency research up to 1972. They point out 
that since Lenski acknowledged in his 1967 study that the 
political effects of status inconsistency are apparently

2. K. D. Kelly and W. J. Chambliss, "Status Consistency 
and Political Attitudes," American Sociological 
Review 31(June, 1966), pp. 379, 381.

3. G. B. Rush, "Status Consistency and Right-Wing 
Extremism," American Sociological Review 32(February, 
1967), pp. 91-92.
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manifest only when the inconsistency exists between 
achieved and ascribed statuses, there has been a fair 
amount of follow-up research supporting this view. The 
argument has developed that only the specific combination 
of high achieved status and low ascribed status will compel 
an individual to seek broad-scale social change through 
political action. The reasoning is that in any other 
status combination an individual could alter his situation 
through mobility. Treiman supported this argument by 
pointing out that the three statistically significant re­
lationships in Lenski's original 1954 data all combined

4
high socioeconomic with low ethnic status.

There are three empirical tests of this hypothesis. 
First, BroOm and Jones found weak supporting data for the 
status inconsistency concept in Australia. Their data 
showed high-SES Catholics were disproportionately support­
ing the liberal party, though low-SES Protestants were not. 
(Catholics are viewed as of lower social status than . 
Protestants.) Their data did not support, the usefulness 
of the status inconsistency concept in any other way.
Broom and Jones even suggest that this one supporting find­
ing may be due to the peculiar situation of Catholics in 
Australia rather than due to some general influence of

4. M. E. Olsen and J. C. Tully, "Socioeconomic-Ethnic 
Status Inconsistency and Preference for Political 
Change," American Sociological Review 37(October, 1972), 
p. 562.



status inconsistency.
Second, Lauraann and Segal analyzed survey data on a 

white native-born Detroit sample. They classified subjects 
according to the specific country from which their ancestors 
had come. They found "no overall pattern of statistical in­
teraction between ethnoreligious group membership and edu­
cation with regard to either political attitudes or social

6
participation." Olsen and Tully criticize this study for 
its method of classification. Research has been done by 
Segal and others to support the contention that status in­
consistency leads to political activity only when the in­
dividual's ascribed status is clearly defined, visible, 
pertinent to the specific political situation being examined, 
and relatively disadvantaged. Some of the ethnoreligious 
categories used by Laumann and Segal, such as German
Methodists, do not seem to Olsen and Tully to meet these 

7
criteria.

Third, Olsen and Tully's own'research in Indianapolis 
found weak support for the hypothesis that low ascribed and 
high, achieved status inconsistency is associated with 
political liberalism, but only for the two political

5. L. Broom and F. L. Jones, "Status Consistency and 
Political Preference: The Australian Case," American
Sociological Review 3 5 (December, 1970), pp. 999-1000.

6. E. 0. Laumann and D. R. Segal, "Status Inconsistency 
and Ethnoreligious Group Membership as Determinants of 
Social Participation and Political Attitudes," Amer ican 
Journal of Sociologs^ 77 (July, 1971) ,. p. 55.

7. Olsen and Tully, op. cit., p. 562, n .7.



variables of liberal economic attitudes and Democratic 
voting. Although these two relationships are statisti­
cally significant, status inconsistency explains only about 
one percent of the variation in these dependent variables. 
For this reason, added to the weak findings in the other
two studies, they suggest discarding status inconsistency

8
•as an explanation for preferences of political change.

Much of the early research on the political effects
of status inconsistency was criticized by Blalock and
others because there was no distinction made between the
additive effects of an individual's statuses and the inter-

9
action effect of their combination. The three studies 
mentioned above utilized dummy variable regression analysis 
or a variation of analysis of covariance to make this sepa­
ration .

VERTICAL MOBILITY STUDIES

The approach to understanding the etiology of support 
for the ideology of the right wing that uses status incon­
sistency has not proven to be particularly helpful. The 
literature suggests looking for other explanations. The 
second direction which studies attempting to link "margin- 
ality" to support for rightist ideology has taken is ex­
amining the effects of vertical mobility on the political

8. Ibid., pp.571-57 2
9. H„ M. Blalock, "Status Inconsistency, Social Mobility, 

Status Integration, and Structural Effects, " Amer ican 
Sociological Review, 32(October, 1967), pp. 790-801.



behavior of individuals.
Jackson and Curtis point out similarities between 

. research on the effects of status inconsistency and re­
search on the effects of vertical mobility. They decide 
that the essential difference between the two is that 
they sometimes suggest different mechanisms to account 
for the effects of stratification on individual behavior.
A mobility theory might suggest hindered interaction in 
primary groups as the intervening mechanism, while a 
status inconsistency theory might suggest a process of 
socialization and resocialization. Mobility and status 
inconsistency have been thought to produce similar kinds 
of responses in individuals, such as prejudice and with­
drawal from social participation. They both are defined
by the possession of two or more different rank positions

10
held either sequentially or simultaneously. This creates 
something of a similar situation with regard to the sta­
tistical problems in separating the additive effects of 
the separate ranks from the interaction effects of the 
mobility or inconsistency.

Lipset and Zetterberg, in a study presented in 1956, 
concluded that Americans moving up into the middle class 
are slightly more conservative than those born into it.

10. E. F. Jackson and R. F. Curtis, "Effects of Vertical
Mobility and Status Inconsistency: A Body of Negative
Evidence, " Amer ican Sociological Review 37(December, 
1972)., .pp.. 701-702.



9

Specifically, they found that "middle-class men with
fathers who were manual workers, i.e., the upwardly
mobile, were 4% less 'left-wing' (Democratic) in their
1.948 party choice and 8% less so in 1952 than the middle-

11
class respondents who had middle-class fathers. "

Ira Rohter's research in 1965 in the Pacific North­
west found that rightists undergo much more status mobility 
than non-rightists: at the lowest level of occupations
38%-of the rightists' status declined sharply from that 
of their fathers, compared to 6% of the non-rightists; at 
the middle level, rightists were more mobile both up and 
down than the non-rightists, only 14% stayed at the same 
level as their parents, compared to 29% of the non-rightists; 
at the highest level of occupations, the rightists were more
upwardly mobile, 69% moved up three or more positions com-

12
pared to 46% of the non-rightists.

Lopreato's research in Italy found upwardly mobile 
male family heads less likely to be conservative than the 
middle-class stables. He concluded that status rejection 
is the key to the political attitudes of the upwardly 
mobile group. Those upwardly mobiles who perceived class 
relations as restricted were significantly more likely to 
be left-wing in political orientation than those who did

11. K. H. Thompson, "Upward Social Mobility and Political 
Orientation: A Re-Evaluation of the Evidence,"

- Amer ican Sociological Review 36 (April,. 1971), p. 223.
12. I.- Rohter,’ "Social and Psychological Determinants'of 

Radical Rightism," in -The Amer ican Right Wing,
R. A. Sehoenberger, ed. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 1969), p. 221.
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not. To account for the difference between the political
behavior of Italians and Americans, as described by Lipset
and Zetterberg, Lopreato suggests that in America there
exists such an emphasis on success and achievement that
the upwardly mobile express their gratitude to the system
in which they have prospered by "over-conforming" to the

13
political norms of the middle class.

During the past several years a number of studies 
have been done which challenge the finding of Lipset and 
Zetterberg. Kenneth Thompson1s analysis of five nationally- 
representative American samples found that the upwardly 
mobiles were consistently more likely to be more conserva­
tive than the working-class stables, but less conservative 
than the middle-class stables. Comparing these data with 
Lipset and Zetterberg1s, Thompson points out that his data 
included men and women while the other did not. Aggregating 
the results from the six elections he studied, Thompson 
found that working-class stable men were 30% Republican, 
the women 31%. Upwardly mobile men were 55% Republican, 
the women 44%. Middle-class stables were 57% Republican,
women 58%. These findings are, of course, still in opposi-

14
tion to Lipset and Zetterberg's.

Mary Jackman reanalyzes Lopreato's data on upwardly 
mobiles and data of Lopreato and Chafetz on the downwardly

13. Thompson, op. pit., p. 224.
14. Ibid., pp. 229-330.
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mobile in Italy. Using a more sophisticated statistical
procedure, she concludes that the data from the two
studies support an "acculturation" model, i.e. the mobiles
are politically mid-way between the class of origin and the
class of destination. The acculturation approach

postulates that the experience of mobility, 
upward or downward, has no special effect' 
on a person's political orientation other 
than to move his primary social interaction 
from one group to another; where the groups 
differ in attitude, his attitude will 
gradually change. Such a model predicts 
that the attitudes of both the mobile and 
the occupationally stable can be accurately 
represented by simply adding the effects of 
father's status and respondent's status, 
without recourse to special interaction 
effects associated with the mobility 
experience itself.

Jackman has done some research of her own using a 
representative sample of the non-institutionalized adult 
population-of the United States. This research also con­
cludes that the acculturation model is the best explana-

16
tion for the data/

Jackson and Curtis's research also supports the ac­
culturation model. They interviewed male heads of house­
hold in three Indiana and three Arizona communities, 
roughly matched in size. They looked at both career and 
intergenerational mobility, six forms of inconsistency, 
and forty-three dependent variables, including most of the

3.5. Mary Jackman, "The Political Orientation of the
Socially Mobile in Italy: A Re-Examination," Amer ican
Sociological Review 37(Apri1, 1972), p . 214.

16. Mary Jackman, "Social. Mobility and Attitude Toward the 
Political System," Social Forces 50(June, 1972), 
p. 471.
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variables suggested in previous research as consequences
of mobility or inconsistency. The few relationships which
did not appear to be additive did not fit any pattern
which would suggest an interaction effect due to mobility
of status inconsistency. The dependent variable "domestic
political liberalism," of particular interest here, did
not appear to be related to any form of status inconsis-

17
tency or mobility.

Andrew Hopkins reviewed the literature on political 
behavior of upwardly mobile men and found no solid evi­
dence to support the theory of overconformity espoused by
Lopreato. Hopkins says the Lipset-'Zetterberg data are

18
statistically insignificant.

Not much has been done to examine the political 
effects of downward mobility on individuals. The Lopreato 
and Chafetz study criticized by Jackman is one of the few. 
Lopereato and Chafetz concluded that the political orienta­
tion of "skidders" depends on their perception of the op­
portunity structure in the society: if they see it as
open and their downward mobility -as their own fault, they 
will identify with the middle class politically; if they
see the opportunity structure as closed then they tend to

19
identify with the working class politically.

17. Jackson and Curtis, op. cit., pp. 701, 707-708.
18. Andrew Hopkins, "Political Overconformity By Upwardly 

Mobile American Men, " Amer ican Sociological Review
38 (February, 1973), pp. 143-144, 147.

19. J. Lopreato and J. S. Chafetz, "The Political Orienta­
tion of Skidders: A Middle-Range Theory," Amer ican 
Sociological Review 35(June, 1970), pp. 449-450.



The figures from Ira Rohter's study cited earlier
show rightists in his sample experienced significantly
greater mobility, especially downward, than the non- 

20
rightists.

Kessin's study of adult males in a Washington, D.C. 
suburb examined the effects of mobility on family rela­
tionships, interpersonal and communal relationships, and 
emotional adjustment. He found that those who moved two 
or more status levels up had lower levels of community 
integration and primary affiliation, higher levels of 
manifest anxiety and psychosomatic symptoms than an addi­
tive model would predict. This confirms the Midtown 
Manhattan findings that higher levels of less serious 
emotional disturbances are more characteristic of the up­
wardly mobile. Downwardly mobiles, on the other hand, 
experienced moderately higher levels of interaction. The 
data do not confirm the hypothesis that downward mobility 
leads to a dissociative pattern of interaction. Kessin 
concludes that if mobility is to be disruptive it must 
break the bounds of a stable system, be highly visible

21
and uncommon, for instance among minority group members.

Lopreato and Hazelrigg point up the distinction be­
tween intergenerational and .intragenerational .mobility.

20. Rohter, in Schoenberger, op. cit., p. 221.
21. Kenneth Kessin, "Social and Psychological Consequences 

of Intergenerational Occupational Mobility," American 
Journal of Sociology 77(July, 1971), pp. 13-16. *
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They show a confusion in the literature as to the defini­
tion of intergenerational mobility. Some researchers use 
the. career-entry job and others use the current job of an 
individual to compare with father's job while the indivi­
dual is in school. Using the father's job/career-entry 
job to define intergenerational mobility and the career- 
entry job/current job to define intragenerational mobility, 
Lopreato and Hazelrigg found that in Italy upwardly mobile 
intragenerational achievers were more resistant to re- 
socialization into middle-class political perspectives 
than were the intergenerational achievers. To explain 
this they refer to the importance of early socialization
on political attitudes, and to barriers against newcomers

22
existing in the middle class.

The main-body of literature on the political effects 
of vertical mobility suggest that mobility per se does not 
have a particularly significant influence. It is important 
to recognize, however, that many of these studies on status 
inconsistency and vertical mobility do not specifically 
deal with assent to rightist ideology, but rather use 
some liberal-conservative measure. Some, such as Lipset 
and Zetterberg‘s study are concerned with voting for 
Democrats or Republicans. Compared to a study like Rohter's, 
which is specifically concerned with the right-wing, these 
studies seem less reliable as indicators of what is associa-

22. J. Lopreato and L. E. Hazelrigg, "Intergenerational 
versus Intragenerational Mobility in Relation to 
Sociopolitical Attitudes," Social Forces 49(December, 
1970)> pp. £00-210.



ted with assent to rightist ideology. The fact that 
Rohter found the rightists he studied to be disproportion­
ately mobile seems more significant to the present study 
than does the work of Jackman and others who suggest that 
mobility is not particularly helpful in understanding 
political behavior, that is, that mobility does not seem 
to have an interaction effect, and.that mobiles seem to 
be politically somewhere in the middle between their class 
of origin and their class of destination. Because little 
attention has been paid to downward mobility, and because 
Rohter's study found rightists to be more mobile, particu­
larly downwardly mobile than his non-rightist sample, it. 
seems useful to research downward mobility more thoroughly.

Another factor suggesting the usefulness of research­
ing the influence of downward mobility on assent to rightist 
ideology is the importance of a feeling of dispossession
among right-wing supporters, which Daniel Bell and others

23
have emphasized. Downward intragenei: ational mobility would 
seem to be particularly worthy of attention, as a possible 
source of feelings of dispossession.

SMALL BUSINESSMEN

Feelings of dispossession, status anxiety, and gener­
alized insecurity are perhaps more widespread among certain 
occupational groups in particular economic situations. The

23, Daniel Bell, "The Dispossessed," in The Radical Right, 
Daniel Bell, ed.(Garden City, New York: Anchor Books, 
1964), pp. 1-47.
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situation of small businessmen in increasingly industrial­
ized nations suggests that they are such a group. The high 
rate of business failure for small businesses presumably 
breeds insecurity, dispossession, downward mobility, and 
status frustration. John Bunzel1s study of the American 
small businessman concluded that small businessmen tend 
to see themselves as marginal. Alienated from the 
corporate systems of power which have revolutionized the 
social and economic order in the past one hundred years —  
the business corporation, the labor union, and the federal 
government -- small businessmen have been dispossessed of 
much of their institutionalized power base. Feeling 
powerless to prevent their whole way of life from being
undermined, they would seem prone to suspicion, insecurity

24
and frustration. Sherif and others have pointed up the
susceptibility of individuals in such a condition to
manipulation by demagogues and participation in extremist 

25
politics. Martin Trow found that those who were both 
anti-big business and anti-union were much more likely to 
express support for Senator Joseph McCarthy in Bennington, 
Vermont in 1954. Further, small businessmen were much more 
likely to be anti-big business and anti-union than were

24. R. L. Nolan and R. E. Schenck, "Small Businessmen,
Branch Managers and Their Relative Susceptibility to 
Right-Wing Extremism: An Empirical Test," Canadian
Journal of Political Science, 2 (March, 1969), pp. 90-91.

25. M. Sherif and C. Sherif, An Outline of Social 
Psychology, (New York: Harper and Row, 1956), pp.. 106-107.
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manual workers or salaried employees. At each of four
different levels of education small businessmen showed
distinctly higher proportionate support for McCarthy than
did the salaried employees o'f similar education, and among
those who had not attended college the small businessmen
were even more likely to be pro-McCarthy than the manual 

26
workers. Lipset reports that a Roper poll in 1952
showed small businessmen to be the most pro-McCarthy oc-

27
cupational group in the country. More recent studies
have backed these findings. Rohter1s 1965 study of
rightists found a tendency for more rightists to be self-

28
employed businessmen and independent professionals. Nolan
and Schneck's study in Canada in 1969 found support for
"the substantive hypothesis that small businessmen are
relatively more susceptible to political sentiments that
support right-wing extremism than are bureaucratic 

29managers." Schneck and Nolan found no significant cor­
relation between support for the right-wing and age (.03), 
as well as a very slight negative relationship between 
educational level and support for the right-wing (.10).

26. Martin Trow, "Small Businessmen, Political Tolerance, 
and Support for McCarthy, American Journal of Sociology 
64-(November, 1958), pp. 274-277.

27. S. M. Lipset, "The Sources of the Radical Right," in
Bell, op. cit., p. 341.

28. Rohter in Schoenberger, op. cit., p. 221.
29. R» L. Nolan and R. E. Schneck, pp. cit., p. 94.
30. Ibid., p. 98.
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They also point out evidence that small businessmen have
been supportive of rightist movements in other countries.
Analysis of voting patterns in Germany during the 1920s
and 1930s has led several researchers to conclude that
"small businessmen, especially in the rural areas of
Germany, were one of the earliest and most important social

31
bases of Hitler's rise to power." Studies of the
Poujadists in France during the 1950s show that this right-

32
wing movement drew heavy support from small businessmen.

The literature on the relationship between margin- 
ality and support for rightist ideology suggests that intra- 
generational downward mobility is a comparatively unexplored 
area worthy of further attention. The situation of small 
businessmen in industrialized societies such as the United 
States offers a good opportunity to examine this relation­
ship between downward intragenerational mobility and support 
for rightist ideology. The evidence that small businessmen 
have been disproportionate supporters of rightist movements 
in several countries at different times makes them a partic­
ularly attractive group for this purpose.

One way to approach this research problem would be to 
find a group of unsuccessful small businessmen and compare 
their political attitudes with those of a group of success­
ful small businessmen. The unsuccessful ones would pre­
sumably be intragenerationally downwardly mobile, and in a

31* lb id., p. 92.
32. Ibid., pp. 92-93.



very real sense, dispossessed. If the unsuccessful group 
appears more accepting of rightist ideology, this would 
support the hypothesis that intragenerational downward 
mobility is positively associated with acceptance of 
rightist ideology. This would suggest that the unsuccess­
ful small businessmen, presumably feeling dispossessed 
are perhaps projecting their sense of loss at the indivi­
dual socioeconomic level to the national level, in light 
of the emphasis in rightist ideology on the loss of a 
golden past of America. Lipset and Raab note this strong 
sense of dispossession in the radical right and call it 
"The Quondam Complex." The Quondam Complex "describes 
the condition of those who have more of a stake in the 
past than in the present, ...describes a preponderance of 
symbolic investment in the past, related to some past 
group identity which has declined in symbolic significance.
Lipset and Raab see this investment in the past as a key

34
strain in the right wing.

The research for this paper intends to explore this 
relationship between dispossession and acceptance of 
rightist ideology by looking at intragenerational down­
wardly mobile small businessmen and comparing their 
political attitudes with those of small businessmen who are 
comparatively successful.

33. S. M. Lipset and E. Raab, op. cit., pp. 460-462. 
34- Ibid., pp. 472-473, 482.



CHAPTER II

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES

One way of locating unsuccessful small business­
men is through the Court of Bankruptcy, whose files are
public record. Although some individuals are able to

35use the bankruptcy laws to their advantage, most bank­
rupts seem to be damaged financially before they file. 
There is a certain amount of stigma attached to going 
bankrupt among the wider society. Financially and 
socially bankruptcy seems a good means of locating 
small businessmen who are’unsuccessful and intragenera- 
tionally downwardly mobile. The chief goal of this re­
search is to explore the relationship between bankruptcy 
and acceptance of rightist ideology. The research 
method decided upon was an attitude survey using a 
questionnaire, including several scales and background 
information questions. Due to time and money considera­
tions the methodology had to adapt to the situation as it 
developed and the study must consequently be viewed as 
exploratory. The chief problem was locating the bankrupt 
small businessmen and getting their cooperation.

35. Sidney Rutberg, . Ten Cents on the Dollar (New York: 
- Simon and-.-Schuster, 1973)'.
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SAMPLING

The names and addresses of all those who frle for 
bankruptcy in the Richmond, Virginia area are available 
to the public at the District Court of Bankruptcy in 
Richmond. The study focused on white male entrepreneurs 
living in the Richmond metropolitan area. This was partly 
due to time and money considerations and partly to avoid 
getting involved in sex and race questions. The files 
are kept in Richmond for three or four years and then 
sent to the National Archives outside Washington, D. C.„ 
There were 2,537 bankrupts in the Richmond area between 
29 September 1971, and 31 December 1973. Of these, 111 
were male entrepreneurs in the metropolitan Richmond area. 
The others were women, corporations, or individuals not 
self-employed. These 111 were the target sample.

A letter of introduction on College of William and 
Mary stationery was mailed to the first fifty bankrupt 
entrepreneurs. After a week, the researcher visited these 
people at their homes between 7 and 9 in the evening. This 
proved to be highly unproductive. Most of the intended sub­
jects had moved away from the address given on their bank­
ruptcy application. Several complained that the time was 
inconvenient, and for this or some other reason refused 
to fill out the questionnaire at any time. This prompted 
the researcher to make phone contact before going to the 
bankrupts' homes, in order to save time and money. Of the
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111 bankrupt entrepreneurs, 24 refused to participate, 12 
had moved away from Richmond (according to their relatives 
or the people living at their previous address), 52 could 
not be reached by phone: they either had no phone number
listed in the directory or with information, or were never 
home when called. Fourteen requested the- questionnaire to 
be mailed to them. Only three of these mailed it back.
Two people requested the questionnaire be left with them 
to fill out at their convenience, and they both returned 
the questionnaire. Seventeen people were administered the 
questionnaire by the researcher. Thus 22 bankrupt entre­
preneurs completed the questionnaire.

Tracking down the bankrupts took a good deal more 
time and effort than anticipated. The original research 
plan called for fifty, and fifty entrepreneurs still in 
business, referred to hereafter as "successes." Having 
gone through the bankruptcy files back into the fall of 
1971, however, with increasingly diminishing returns, it 
seemed reasonable to stop. The small sample of course 
means that the -research can only be considered exploratory.
It is impossible to know what kinds of biases exist in the 
sample due to the large refusal rate and the large number 
of intended subjects who were unreachable. It is con­
ceivable that those bankrupts who have recovered financially 
and socially would be disproportionately willing to talk to 
the researcher.
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The bankrupts were not informed that they were being 

interviewed because they had filed for bankruptcy. This 
was to avoid setting up a response set and to encourage as 
normal a response as possible. If the subject asked how 
he was chosen, he was told that his name was on a list of 
small businessmen obtained from the Chamber of Commerce, 
made up by them some years earlier. Those subjects who 
expressed interest in the research were told exactly how 
they were chosen and what the research was about after 
they had completed the questionnaire. Only three people 
expressed this kind of interest. None of the three ex­
pressed feelings of antipathy towards the researcher or 
feelings of invasion of privacy.

An attempt was made to match the bankrupts with 
successful entrepreneurs, with regard to the part of town 
in which they lived and worked, the kind of business they 
owned, and, as much as possible, the size of their business. 
The researcher drove around town looking for suitable 
businesses for this second sample. Approximately sixty 
"successful" small businessmen were contacted before the 
twenty-two bankrupts were matched. Six of the "successes" 
were willing to fill out the questionnaire at the re­
searcher's initial visit. Sixteen requested that the 
questionnaire be left with them to fill out at their conven­
ience. This is, of course, a possible source of bias in the 
study because ..only five of the bankrupts were left the
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questionnaire. This is dealt with in the next chapter.
It does not seem to present a serious problem, particularly 
considering the exploratory nature of this study.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The first part of the questionnaire is composed of 
four scales. Directions for filling out this section pre­
ceded the scale items.
1. The first scale was composed of the sixteen most dis­
criminating items selected from all of the Politico-
Economic Conservatism Scales published in The Authoritarian 

36
Personality.
2. Next came a five item "F" Scale intended to measure
predisposition to authoritarianism. This scale was used by
the National Opinion Research Center in a 1953 national

37survey and used by Lipset. The five items were taken in 
part from the longer scales developed in The Author it ar i a n 
Personality studies.
3. A Religious Fundamentalism scale followed. This is a
Guttman scale of ten items developed by Edmonds at Florida
State University. Protestant Fundamentalism is often linked

38
to the politics of radical right movements. Fundamentalism

36. T. W. Adorno, et. al., The Author itar ian Personality
(New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1950).

37. S. M. Lipset, "Three Decades of the Radical Right,"
Radical Right, Daniel Bell, ed.(Garden City,

New York: Doubleday Anchor, 1964), p. 412.
38. S. M« Lipset in Bell, op. cit., p. 365, n. 51, p.- 366;

S. M. Lipset and E. Raab, op. cut., p. 442.
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appears to be related to support for the radical right in-

39
dependent of education.
4. Finally, there was a twenty-five item scale devised by 
Edmonds to measure acceptance of rightist ideology. Edmonds 
defines rightist ideology as "an intensely patriotic orien­
tation aimed at restoring a 'Golden Past1 by immobilizing 
internal enemies of the people and the nation and by re­
storing discipline, strength, courage, and patriotism."
The main themes in the scale, are: Super-Patriotism; The
Golden Past; The Fall and Tarnished Present; The Impending 
Apocalypse; and Return to Old Ways, such as Discipline, 
Patriotism, Strength, and Courage.

.The scale items, except the Fundamentalism ones, are 
Likert type items, scored from one to six depending on the 
degree of agreement the subject expresses with each item. 
Although the Fundamentalism scale is a Guttman scale it 
was treated like the other Likert ones in scoring. Some 
items in each scale except the "F" Scale, were negatively 
scored to counter possible compliance response sets among 
the subjects. To aid content validity the items forming 
the Rightist Ideology scale were retained and weighted in
proportion to their contribution to the total variance in

40
test scores on a William and Mary student sample.

39. S. M. Lipset and E. Raab, op. cit., pp. 468-472.
40. V. Edmonds, unpublished research, 1968-1974.



The second part of the questionnaire consists of a 
series of background information questions for use as con­
trol variables:
1. Age -- this has been found to be positively associated

41
with intolerance and conservatism.
2. Rural-Urban —  Those living in rural areas have often

42
been disproportionately supportive‘of rightist movements. 
Edmonds believes that rightist ideology is closely associa­
ted with a rural mentality, or with being isolated from 
cultural criticism. Rural folk are socialized into radical 
rightism as part of the predominant world-view. For these 
reasons questions were included in the questionnaire asking 
the subjects how many years they had been living in the 
Richmond area, and the population of the area they spent 
most of their youth, if not Richmond.
3. Generation in America —  Lipset suggests that recent 
immigrants have a tendency sometimes to over-conform to what 
they view as "the American way" to alleviate their frustra­
tions at not being treated as full Americans by those who
have lived here, longer. This could lead to support for

43
rightist movements.

41. S. Stouffer, Communism, Conformity, and Civil Liberties 
(New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1955), pp. 93-94
S. M. Lipset, and E. Raab, The Politics of Unreason 
(New York: Harper and Ros, 1970), pp. 450-451.

42. S. M. Lipset in Bell, op. cit., p. 384; S. M. Lipset 
and E. Raab, sp. , "pp. 175, 235, 448.

43. S. M. Lipset in Bell, op. cit. , p. 319.
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4. Ethnic Origin —  Those from Catholic countries or
countries in close physical proximity to Communist
countries show more support for right.ism than those from
other countries, no doubt partly due to the real threat of
Communist aggression to their homelands. Anti-Communism is

44
of course the focal issue for many rightist movements.
5. Religion —  Generally, Catholics tend to be more con­
servative on most issues than Protestants, and Jews tend

45
to be more liberal than Protestants. Subjects v/ere asked 
their religion, and the religion of their parents to find 
what kind of religious environment the subject had while 
growing up.
6. Intellectual Level —  Indicators of intellectual
competencies are most important to control for in a study
of political attitudes. The less educated and culturally
unsophisticated tend to be disproportionately supportive
of rightist causes, generally intolerant of people and

46,
ideas which are different. Three -measures were used to 
inquire into the subjects' intelligence and cultural 
awareness:

a) Years of education.
b) Highest degree attained.
c) Cultural sophistication —  This measure was adapted 

from a test used by Lipset and Raab in The Politics 
of Unreason. It was originally developed by 
Gertrude Selznick and Stephen Steinberg in The

44. S. M. Lipset in Bell, op. cit., pp. 350-355.
45. S. M. Lipset and E. Raab, op. cit., pp. 229, 172. Also

S. M. Lipset, Political Man (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday Anchor, 1960), p. 30-8.

46. S. Stouffer, op. eft., p. 90; S. M. Lipset and E. Raab,
op cit., pp. 447-449.
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Tenacity of Prejudice (New York: Harper and Row,
1969). The test was composed of ten names of
individuals of some note in various fields. The 
subjects were given from one to four points for 
recognizing four famous American authors. The 
test was found by Selznick and Steinberg, and 
by Lipset and Raab ‘to be useful in distinguish­
ing between culturally intolerant college 
graduates and tolerant ones. ^

7. Occupation -- Warner's scale of occupational prestige
48

was used to rank the current occupations of the bankrupts.
Although some of the bankrupts had switched jobs or fields
since their bankruptcy, the kind of business they engaged 
in prior to bankruptcy was usually on the bankruptcy form.
This question v/as included to explore the possibility that 
those bankrupts who had best recovered from their bank­
ruptcy, or were perhaps hurt the least by it to begin with, 
would be less supportive -of rightist ideology than those 
bankrupts who were- more downwardly mobile, presumably more 
status frustrated, and dispossessed.
8. Income —  The. bankrupts were asked to give their current 
income, and, if they were willing to talk about their bank­
ruptcy, the income they had the last successful year before 
they were bankrupt. The income for the last successful 
year was put into 197 3 dollars and compared with the present 
income of the "successes." The income for the bankrupts' 
question on the current income for the bankrupts was in­
cluded, as was the current occupation one, to explore the 
possible effects of recovery on the bankrupts' attitudes.

47. S . M„ Lipset and. E . Raab, op. cit. , pp. 456-460.
48. W. L. Warner, Social Class in America (New York: 

Harper Torchbooks, 1949), pp. 111-112.



9 . Those who said that they were or had been in business 
for themselves were asked how many years they had been in 
business. One would expect bankruptcy to mean something 
different to a man who had been in business for many years 
from what it would mean to a man in business for only a 
short while. Two of the twenty-two bankrupts did not 
admit having been in business for themselves. Seven other 
bankrupts were engaged in the same business despite their 
previous bankruptcy.
10. Bankrupts admitting being or having been in business 
for themselves, and the "successes," were asked the number 
of their employees in order to get an idea of the size of 
their operation and to control for it. Bankrupts were 
asked the average size of their operation over the years 
they were in business for themselves. Those currently in 
business for themselves were also asked to give the 
average size of their business.
11. The most sensitive question concerned whether the 
bankrupts considered their 3.ack of success in business as 
due to their own inadequacies or to some external factor 
such as inability to get a bank loan, accidents, health 
problems, crooked partners, etc.. It was felt that those 
who saw their failure as due to their own fallings of 
some sort would experience a greater loss of self-esteem 
than those who saw their failure as due to something or 
someone outside their control. This question was included



to explore what effects this difference might have on ac­
ceptance of rightist ideology. Thirteen of the twenty-two 
.bankrupts responded to this question. Of the remaining 
nine, two did not admit to having been in business for 
themselves, and seven, being in the same business at present 
that they were engaged in at the time of their bankruptcy, 
were not. questioned about their bankruptcy. The researcher 
was unable to tactfully broach the subject. This is a 
problem that could and would be worth remedying in future 
research.
12. The last part of the questionnaire was intended to
be a .check on the attitudes.expressed in the earlier scales,
i.e., to see if the subjects acted out their attitudes by 
voting for the seemingly -appropriate candidate in particu­
larly divided elections. One point was given for voting 
for Nixon in 1960, one point for Goldwater in 1964, one 
for Nixon in 1968, in the Presidential elections; one 
point for voting for Scott for U. S. Senator from Virginia 
in 197 2, and one point for voting for Godwin for Virginia 
Governor in 1965. Two points were given for voting for 
Wallace for President in 1968, two points for Wallace in 
1972, and two points for voting for Storey for Virginia 
Governor in 1965. These points were totaled for a general 
score for conservative voting. Eight people, four in each 
sample group, said that they had never voted.
13. The subjects were asked if they were familiar with five 
organizations with various political connotations, ranging
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from the American Civil Liberties Union to the Minutemen.
Tf they were familiar with the groups, they were asked 
to give their opinion of them. Only one person out of 
the forty-four subjects responded substantially to this 
section.

Several points were stressed in conversation with 
those subjects visited and in letters accompanying those 
questionnaires which were mailed. First, the anonymity 
of the questionnaire was stressed. Second was the im­
portance of answering all the questions. Third, the re­
quest that the questions be answered without assistance 
was emphasized. Few subjects visited had questions re­
garding the questionnaire. Many subjects expressed dis­
satisfaction with the nature of the questionnaire, feeling 
that the statements in the scales required fuller responses 
than a number designating degree of agreement or disagree­
ment, however, there was no overt hostility on the part 
of any of the subjects.



CHAPTER III

ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The hypothesis of main concern here is: bankrupts

■will score higher on the Rightist Ideology Scale than 
the "successes." Bankruptcy and Rightist Scale are the 
two most important variables for this study.

First it is important to establish the comparability 
of the two groups, the bankrupts and the "successes."
Table 1 shows the occupation of each subject and the side 
of town of his business.

There seems to be a rough comparability between the 
two groups. Two bankrupts did not admit to having been in 
business for themselves. They had stated that they had 
been in business for themselves on the bankruptcy form but 
not exactly what kind of business. To match these two the 
researcher found small businesses similar to the others in 
the sample on the side of town where these two lived.

Table 2 shows the mean scores on all the variables 
for the two groups separately and combined, as well as the 
standard deviations. The difference between the two groups 
on the Rightist Scale score is nearly one standard deviation, 
and in the hypothesized direction, with the bankrupts' mean 
of 90.27, as compared with the "successes'" 73.54. The only
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Table 1A 
Comparability of the Two Samples

Bankrupts Successes
West End 13 14
East End - 2 2
North Side 2 1
South Side ; 5. 5



Ta
bl
e 

2
Me
an
 

Sc
or
es
 
on 

All
 
Va
ri
ab
le
s 

for
 

the
 

Two
 

Gr
ou
ps
, 

Se
pa
ra
te
ly
 

and
 

Co
mb

in
ed

35
IS54

cAo•r4 CM vo 00 03 p* p- O 03 O >vt rH 00 VO
0 4-3 00 p- VO d 4 VO in VO O CM 00 in P' 03
15 0 • • • • • • • * • • • • • •
d •H rH CM CM rH CM CM i—1 P- cc» CO 1— 1
0 > rH rH CM rH i—1 co

IS 4-3 00 CO Qd•rH
rQ Mf4 rH O d 1p- 00 p~ O 03 vO CO in CO
g d CO 00 in 03 VO CO o r- CO r- CM o o
o 0 • • • • • • » • • • • • • •
u 0 ro rH rH 03 CO p - CO in 03 CM CM 00 CM

£ vO rH co 00 CO i—1i—i rH 1—1

S' co d 4 d 4 d 1p~ CM •sf co CM V0
nJ’ d 4 d 4 d 4 d 4 d 4 ro d' Ml4 'St Mt4 CO

dIS o54 -H vO CT> CO 03 o o 03 r- '<t CM O d 4
0 4-> O CM CM O 1—1rH d VO 03 co VO VO CO p'
15 0 • • • • • • • - t • • « • • •

r a -r-f CM 'd i—1 CM CO CM CM d* p- rH
03 0 > rH r—I CM 1—1 i—i CM
0 4-3 00 03 Q0
00 d4 p- • 00 d 4rH d 4 CM CM co CO vO VO CM
u d rH CM CO in d 4 VO CO VO CM r- in 00 CM
d 0 • • • • • • • * • • • • • •
CO 0 CO i—1 o CO CO d O CO LO CO CM OH in CM
- S. vO i—1 CO p- CO i—ICM i— 1 rH

s CM CM 1—1 CM CM CM CM rH CM CM rH CM CM 00

*« ■
CM CM CM CM CM CM CM CM CM CM CM CM CM i—1

c15 o5-1 "H CO CO p- co O  d 4 in r̂- CM vO CO 00 03 o VO P~ 03
0 4-3 p- CM 03 o CM O CO rH in rH in VO ro 1—1 CM 03 CO
io 0 • « • • • • • • • • • • • ° • • • «
d -H i—iLO CM o O CM rH 1-1 VO CO 1—1 t—I 00 i—!
0 > r—1 i—I CM i—1 rH 1—I rH

4-3 -P 0a 03 Q3 J‘'
54rM Mf4i—I in p- vO i— 1 p- CM 00 03 rH m CO 00 p~ rH
d d LO d* CM 00 03 o m rH o p' '03 CO vO p-
0 0 • « • • • • ■ ♦ • • • • • • • • 4
PQ 0 in CM CO o o CM CO CM VO o CM o rH in CM 00

s; VO rH ' CO 03 d 4 rH 1—1 rH rH CM i— i

S CM CM CM CM CM CM in >—! CM CM CM CM O 00 CM CM P-
CM CM CM CM CM CM rH CM CM CM CM CM CM rH CM CM i—1

0
d 0 do £>i O 0 o•H &> *H 1 •rH 0

g o 4-3 0 o -P 54
O g rH 0 -rH X d 0 1—1 0 0 0
d 0 o 0 0 -H 0 Qi g 0 CM 0o g •rH 0 d CM 15 d 54 g 0 X o -d d 0  pH
u 0 rH 15 is O d 15 15 0 tn W > 0 u CM U -d 0
w •H 0 H w 03 H 0 d o d 0 •H 15 d d u CM - 0
i 4-> 0 0 4-> > o Eh o Q 44 44 d H 54 o d 0 0
0 0 i—I d d 4-> <4H r-I d •pH g rd -rH 15 o 0 H rX 54 44 d
u > 0 o 0 0 O -X 0 o id ,r* 44 4-> -P 0 -P 0 > 4-3 d 4-3 rX CM-H
•rH U U -iH g -H 0 54 -H U o d 0 u 0 d 54 54 tn d 0 d d d 0
4-3 - 0 . 03 tn 0 4-3 0 0 g d 4-3 03 •H 0 54 - rH 0 •rH 0 0 d 0 PQ 0 0 54 d■H 0 *r4 rtf Jd'rH 54 o 4-3 0 54 0 >1 0 54 -d 0 rQ 0 -H 0 0 PQ rX ra
r— 1 d ~ I—1 d On 0 0 0 o rH U 0 N d 0 03 4-3 g d 44 0 54 0 d
O O 0 d •H 0 tn 0 d d -H 0 d •rH 44 0 £ *r3 d o O 54 O 54 44 0 dPm U & Ct4 03 C >4 H U H Jx•H CO o a < K O 53 u > PM fH PMo PQH

0 *4-3 05 CM 54 d (0 54 «H rX rHd o
ro 15 rQ <4-1 U Oo<4~i 0  rO •- d 0 0 g w o d o o a ,d•r4 4-5
4-4 dd  -h 003 I 054 54CM 0 0)
li >i

= t-H 03 d 0 M-t 03 03 03 03 (U 0 U O O O d 3 03 03
4-> 54 03 O (0 

<4-1 i—I

0 0 g E O O O U d d
M -H



36
other major difference between the two groups is their 
scores on the intelligence level measures. The years of 
education mean for the bankrupts is 12.91 compared to the 
"successes'" mean of 14.64. This is important because it 
reflects more exposure to college education in the 
"successes." Edmonds believes that the crucial factor in 
education, with regard to its effects on support for the 
right wing, is exposure to cultural criticism which the 
individual views as valid. This type of education is much 
more likely to take place in college than in high school.
The bankrupts' mean score on the "degree" measure of 1.91 
shows that many of them did not receive high school 
diplomas, signified by "2." The "successes" had a mean 
score of 2.54 on this measure, reflecting more exposure to 
college. A Bachelor's degree is represented by a "3" in 
this measure. The bankrupts' mean score of 2.52 on the 
Cultural Sophistication Index as compared with the 
"successes" mean of 3.62 further points up the intellectual 
level differences between the two groups. This is, un­
fortunately, a serious problem. It means that the en­
couraging difference in scores between the two groups on the 
Rightist Scale may be due to differences in education and 
intellectual level rather than due to bankruptcy.

To find out what is most closely associated with support 
for rightist ideology, correlations were run between all the 
variables and Rightist Scale scores. Table 3 presents these 
data.
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DISCUSSION
1. Bankruptcy -- The figure ".47" represents a correlation 
between bankruptcy and score on the scale measuring accep­
tance of rightist ideology. This correlation was figured 
by giving the 22 bankrupts a score of 5 on the bankruptcy 
item and the "successes" a score of 1, making bankruptcy
an ordinal measure. This was correlated with the interval 
measure of acceptance of rightist ideology measured by the 
Rightist Scale. This compares with a bi-serial of .54 
obtained by Morrison, who did a study of this relationship 
for Edmonds as her senior thesis at the College of William 
and Mary in 1971. Morrison's study was done in the Newport 
News, Virginia area.
2. Politico-Economic Conservatism —  Lipset and others
feel that this is a main strain in the ideology of the 

49 *
right. The Rightist Scale correlates .47 ■with the PEC 
scores of the two groups combined, .54 for the "successes," 
and .40 for.the bankrupts. This suggests that the 
"successes," whose income mean is 20.32 fin thousands of 
dollars) compared to 13.07 for the bankrupts, perhaps 
approach rightist ideology more from an economic perspective 
than do the bankrupts. The right has always had the problem

49. S. M. Lipset and E. Raab, oja. cit. , p. 472.



39
of uniting followers who have disparate economic conditions. 
Anti-communism has been the chief tool for this purpose in 
recent history.
3. "F" Scale —  The higher correlation between Rightist 
Scale scores and "F" Scale scores among the "successes, "
.67, as compared to .55 for the bankrupts* suggests sup­
port for Edmonds' hypothesis that the better educated 
rightists tend to score higher on certain personality traits, 
such as paranoid tendencies and extrapunitiveness, than the 
less educated rightists, who pick up rightist ideology as 
part of the predominant world-view of much of rural 
America. Perusal of the content of the items in the "F"
Scale used in this study, however, suggests that it is not 
sufficiently logically distinct from the Rightist Ideology 
Scale. Although there is a noticeable slant in the "F"
Scale towards personality factors, it does not seem to 
qualify as a good' enough measure to test the hypothesis.
It would be useful to include a personality inventory in 
future research along the lines of this study in order to 
test the hypothesis more directly.
4. Fundamentalism -- The stronger relationship between 
fundamentalism and support for rightist ideology among 
the "successes, " who are better educated on the whole, 
suggests that, for this group, fundamentalist leanings play
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a larger role in acceptance of rightist ideology than for 
the less educated group. The "r" is a .29 for the bank- 
rupts and .57 for the "successes," although the bankrupts 
have a higher mean on the Fundamentalist Scale, 38.45, 
than do the "successes," 30.38. This, suggests that there 
are more fundamentalists among the less educated, but 
that the better educated who are fundamentalist would be 
more prone to acceptance of rightist ideology than the 
less educated fundamentalists, or that fundamentalism 
distinguishes better between rightists and non-rightists 
among the better educated.
5. Age —  This appears to be more important for the 
"successes," .44, than for the bankrupts, .15, in deter­
mining support for rightist ideology. This appears to
counter Lipset's finding that high age is more associated

50
with support for the right wing at low education levels, 
since the "successes" are generally better educated than 
the b a nkr upt s.
6. Years of Education -- This is fairly strongly nega­
tively correlated with support of rightist ideology for 
both the bankrupts, -.64, and the "successes," -.32. It 
is interesting, however, that the relationship is con­
siderably stronger for the bankrupts. Perhaps this 
suggests that impact of education on political attitudes 
is less among the higher income, "successful" group.

50• Ibid., p. 463.
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7. Cultural Sophistication Index —  This is also strongly, 
negatively correlated with support for rightist ideology 
for both the bankrupts, -.44, and for the "successes,"
-.65. This stronger relationship for the "successes" may 
be explained by the reputed usefulness of this measure in 
distinguishing rightists from non-rightists among the 
better educated, as the "successes" are, compared to the 
bankrupts. ,v*
8. .Income -- This does not appear to be very influential 
in determining support for the right wing in this sample.
The correlation between support for rightist ideology and 
income for the "successes" is .03, and the correlation 
between income the last successful year for the bankrupts 
and support for rightist ideology is .25. This is a slight 
suggestion that those bankrupts who were making the most 
money, who perhaps lost the most, and are the most "dis­
possessed, " are more likely to support the right.

Gary Rush's study, mentioned earlier, concluded that
high income combined with low educational background tends

5i
to produce support for the right. Eitzen's study of
Wallace supporters in Kansas in 1968 came to the same 

52
conclusion. In order to test out this hypothesis on this 
data a scatter-plot was made to show the relationship be­
tween scores on the Rightist Scale, on the x-axis, and the 
difference between income and education for each subject,

51. G. Rush,- op. ■ cit. , pp* 86-92.
52. I. S. Eitzen, "Status Inconsistency and Wallace supporters 

in a midwestern city," Social Forces, 48(June, 1970),
pp. 495-498.



put into standard deviation units, on the y-axis. The 
scatter-plot shows no substantial relationship, so the 
data from this study do not offer confirmation of the 
Rush hypothesis.
9. Number of Years in Richmond Area -- Although this did 
not seem to be a significant factor for either the bank­
rupts, -.08, or for the "successes^" .15, the related 
variable, "size of town of youth" (10.) shows a strong re­
lationship with Rightist Scale scores among the "successes, 
.41. This is not the case for the bankrupts, for whom the 
relationship is .01. This is perplexing because it sug­
gests that for the "successes" the larger the city they 
grew up in, the more likely they are to .support rightist 
ideology. Due to the size and nature of the sample it 
-does not seem worth very much agonizing about at this time.
11. Number of Employees -- This does not appear to be a 
significant factor for either the bankrupts, .01, or the 
"successes," .17.
12. Conservative Voting -- There was very little evidence 
of conservative voting: the mean for the bankrupts was 
1.83, and for the "successes," 2.54. The insignificant 
-.06 correlation between conservative voting and acceptance 
of rightist ideology for the bankrupts is contrasted, how­
ever, to the .69 for the "successes." Evidently among the 
better educated group, the few who do vote conservatively
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are expressing support for their ideology.
13. Years in Business —  The .34 correlation with Rightist 
Scale score for the bankrupts suggests that the longer the 
bankrupts were in business the more likely they are to 
accept rightist ideology. This suggests that the bankrupts 
who had the most invested in their business, psychologi­
cally, socially, perhaps economically, and were, therefore, 
more ''dispossessed" by bankruptcy, are the ones most likely 
to support rightist ideology. Or, assuming that entre­
preneurs are disproportionately "right," this indicates a 
modest socialization effect.

Seven of the twenty bankrupts included in this cor­
relation are still in the business they were in before they 
went bankrupt. Rather than contaminating this finding, 
the ones still in business may just have a.heavier commit­
ment to their business and a heavier psychological invest­
ment in their business, so that it'would mean more to them 
to go bankrupt. If it did not mean much to them they 
seemingly would have left town and/or gone into some other 
line of work.
14. Present Occupation —  This and the next variable,
"Present Income," (15.) were included to see if those 
bankrupts who had recovered the most would be different 
from those not so well recovered, in regard to their 
support for rightist ideology. The low correlations
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for both these variables with Rightist Scale scores, .08, 
for present occupation, and -.01 for present income do not 
offer any evidence of such a difference.

In order to get more closely at the possible difference 
between the bankrupts who are worse off economically, and 
presumably socially, due to their bankruptcy, the bankrupt 
group was divided according to whether their income at 
present is less or greater than their income (in 197 3 
dollars) the last successful, year of their business. These 
data are presented in Table 4.

This picture is, if not supportive of the research 
hypothesis of this paper, seemingly understandable. The 
group whose income is greater, who have .recovered more 
from their bankruptcy, has a higher mean score on the 
Rightist Scale than the group whose income is less, but 
this seems to be explained by the differences on the three 
intellectual level measures: those whose incomes are less
have slightly higher mean scores on “Years of Education'1 
(13, compared to 12.8 for the group whose incomes are 
higher), "Highest Degree Attained" (2, compared to 1.9), 
and on the Cultural Sophistication Index (3, compared to 
2.4) .

It appears then that this sample does not support a 
hypothesis suggesting that the downwardly mobile are more
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susceptible to rightist ideology than are the upwardly 
mobile. Due to the small "N", however, and the fact that 
the difference between the Rightist Scale means for the 
two group in Table 4 is only a little more than a quarter 
of one standard deviation, Table 4 offers only, very weak 
disconfirming evidence for the hypothesis.

Table 5 presents the bankrupts 1 mean scores on 
several variables broken down according to whether the 
bankrupts saw their bankruptcy as due to some fault of 
their own: mismanagement, ignorance, health, etc., or
due to some external factor such as business conditions, 
inability to get bank loans, crooked partners, etc..

There is a curious picture here * .The bankrupts who 
view their bankruptcy as due to personal failings have a 
somewhat higher score on the Rightist Ideology Scale al­
though they have somewhat higher education and cultural 
sophistication. One might expect this situation to be 
explained by the possibility that the “internal" group are 
more downwardly mobile and dispossessed in the sense of 
loss of status and self-esteem due to bankruptcy. This 
does not appear to be the case, however, as evidenced by 
the higher income and occupational level of the “internal" 
group. (“2.6" for present occupation is a higher status 
level than "3.0": in this scale “1" signifies the highest 
level occupations.) The higher mean score for the "internal"
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Table 5 
Bankrupts' Mean Scores 

By Their View of the Cause of Their Bankruptcy

Bankruptcy
Externally
Caused
(N=8)

Bankruptcy
Internally
Caused
(N=5)

Standard
Deviation
(N=22)

Rightist Ideology Scale 87.60 96.7* 20.03
Cultural
Index

Sophistication
2.75 3.0 1.17

Years of Education 12 .50 13.8** 2 .74
Highest Degree Obtained 1.90 2.2 .68
Present Income 10.11 8.26
Present Occupation 3 . 00 2 .6* .97
Politico-Economic
Conservatism 59.75 74.2 *** 11.73
"F'1 Scale - 13.2-5 13.0 5.23

* Difference of means significant at .01 or greater.
** Difference of means significant at .05 or greater.

*** Difference of means significant at .001 or greater.
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group on the Politico-Economic Conservatism Scale suggests 
that this group's higher rightist score is linked to 
political and economic concerns associated with their 
higher income. Again, the small "N's" for this table pre­
clude drawing any but the most tentative conclusions from 
it.
16. Highest Degree Attained —  The fairly high negative 
correlations for both the bankrupts, -.48, and the "successes," 
-.40, echo the negative correlations of the other two in­
tellectual level measures although there is no substantial 
difference between the two groups on this measure as there 
was on the other two. The direction of the difference 
makes sense, since it is in the same direction as the 
difference regarding the years of education.

"Degree," "Generation in America," "Voting," and 
"Ethnic Origin," are ordinal measures. Spearman correla­
tions were figured for these variables as they relate to 
the interval measure of Rightist Scale scores. The other 
correlations, except for the bi-serial for the relation­
ship between Rightist Scale scores and bankruptcy, are 
Pearson product-moments.
1.7. Generation in America —  Although there was no strong 
relationship here with Rightist Scale scores for either the 
bankrupts, -.22, or the "successes," .29, the difference 
between the two groups is interesting. This suggests that 
there is a stronger ‘relationship between being from old



stock and being rightist among the higher income, better 
educated group. Among the less educated, lower income, 
downwardly mobile group, there is some indication that being 
of old stock would seem to dissuade subjects from support­
ing the right.
18. Ethnic Origin -- Countries with Catholic majorities 
such as Ireland and those taken over by the Communists 
such as Rumania, were scored one point and all others scored 
zero. The .39 correlation between "Ethnic Origin" and 
"Rightist Scale" scores for the "successes" suggests this 
had a greater influence with that group than with the 
bankrupts, for which the correlation was .14.

The information on religion is presented in Table 6. 
The mean scores on the four ideology scales for the dif­
ferent religious groups are presented as well as the mean 
years of education.

The small sample size only permits some comparison
of Protestants and Catholics. The bankrupt sample presents
a uniform picture of Catholics showing greater conservatism
on all four scales and slightly less education. This fits
the expected picture found in survey data, cited by Lipset

53
and Raab and others. The "successes," however, present 
a somewhat reversed picture. The Catholics in the 
"successes" are a little less educated, slightly more funda-

53. S'. M. Lipset ancLJE. Raab, op. cit. , ' pp. 172, 229.
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mentalistic, and considerably loss politico-economically 
conservative, slightly less authoritarian, and somewhat 
less supportive of rightist ideology. The "N" for the 
Catholics is so small that it does not seem worthwhile to 
attempt an explanation of this confusing picture.

The .47 bi-serial correlation between bankruptcy and 
acceptance of rightist ideology is the chief finding pre- 
sented thus far. This lends support to the basic hypothesis 
that the intragenerationally downwardly mobile are more 
acceptant of rightist ideology than are the comparatively 
stable. To check out this relationship further, partial 
correlations were computed, partialling out the influence 
on this relationship of the variables which correlated .30 
or greater with Rightist Scale scores of the two groups 
combined. Nine variables had such correlations. The 
Politico-Conservatism Scale and "F" Scale were considered 
to tap part of the rightist ideology package.: For this
reason they were not partialied out. The voting measure 
was considered to be a product of support for rightist 
ideology rather' than a possible causative factor, so it was 
not partialied out. Table 7 presents the partials figured 
holding constant each of the other six variables separately.

The relationship between support for rightist ideology 
and bankruptcy holds up fairly well except when the Cultural
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Table 7
Partial Correlations Based on the Correlation 

Between Support for Rightist Ideology and Bankruptcy

Rightist Scale score and Bankruptcy Correlation = .47 
Holding constant.the following variables, the 
■correlation is reduced to the figure on the right:

Fundamentalismj =-34+
Age ■■ = .46++
Years of Education =.31+
Cultural Sophistication Index =.17
Degree Level =.09
Size of Town of Youth = .-43++

+ Significant at .1 level or greater. 
++ - g»vj ' i Q.akfe:4.-a'tv*,,» 0.-5. l ^ y s b o r g r  rv 1 - ->
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Sophistication Index and the Degree Level are, separately, 
held constant. A third order partial figured on the .47, 
holding all three intellectual l%vel measures constant re­
duces the figure to .01. The multiple correlation with 
all other variables held constant, between acceptance of 
rightist ideology, Years of Education, Highest Degree 
Attained, and score on the Cultural Sophistication Index 
is .421.

It appears then that the chief hypothesis of this 
study is disconfirmed by the data. The relationship be­
tween bankruptcy and support for rightist ideology is 
effectively wiped out when the intellectual level measures 
are controlled.

The correlations between the intellectual level 
measures and Rightist Scale scores were not significantly 
reduced when Bankruptcy was held constant: the -.57 for
CSI and RI is reduced to -.38, the- -.55 for EdYr and RI to 
-.44, and the -.56 for Degree and RI to -.40. All the 
correlations between the intellectual measures and Rightist 
Scale scores are significant at the .002 level, signifying 
that there are two chances in a thousand that the correla­
tions are due to sampling error.

Ruling out sampling error as an explanation for the 
fairly strong correlations between intellectual measures 
and Rightist Scale scores leaves four other possibilities.
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First, the development of cognitive skills, presumably 
measured by the intellectual measures, can be viewed as 
producing lowered Rightist Scale scores. Second, high 
Rightist Scale scores, or high acceptance of rightist 
ideology, can be viewed as producing low cognitive skills. 
Third, the relationship between cognitive skills and ac­
ceptance of rightist ideology can be viewed as two-way,
i.e., both feed off the other. Fourth, there may be some 
other factor causing the occurrence of high cognitive skills 
and low Rightist Scale scores.

It doesrnot seem likely that the second possibility 
is the explanation. There might be an anti-intellectual 
bias among some rightists, but this would not seem likely 
to inhibit development of cognitive skills. If the second 
possibility is ruled out, then the third must be ruled out.
The first possibility seems a reasonable explanation of the 
data, although it would be interesting to check out one 
possibility of the fourth. It might be that the more 
schooling one has the more one is exposed to and acculturated 
into a subculture which has an anti-rightist ideology.

It was mentioned earlier that some of the subjects had 
the questionnaire mailed to them or left with them. Others 
were visited and filled out the questionnaire in the 
presence of the researcher. Because the Cultural Sophisti­
cation Index required knowledge that could be obtained from
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books or other people, there is a possible contamination 
of the measure. In order to check out this possibility, 
mean scores on the CSI were figured for the group left or 
mailed the questionnaire, and for the group administered 
the questionnaire by the researcher. The mean CSI score 
for those left or mailed the questionnaire was 3.5 (N=18), 
compared to a mean score of 2.7 (N=24), for those adminis-

J-

tered the questionnaire by the researcher (CSI scores are 
missing for one bankrupt and one "success"). A bi-serial 
correlation of .46, significant at the .001 level was 
obtained for this relationship between CSI scores and 
leaving or not leaving the questionnaire. To see if 
educational differences could account for the correlation, 
mean scores on Years of Education and Degree Level were 
obtained for those nineteen who were left the questionnaire 
and the twenty-five who were administered it by the re­
searcher. Those left or mailed the questionnaire had a 
mean of 13.95 Years of Education, and a mean of 2.21 on 
Degree Level, compared to a mean of 13.64 Years of Education 
and a mean of 2.24 on Degree Level for the subjects ad­
ministered the questionnaire by the researcher. These 
educational differences were so slight that the .46 bi­
serial was not reduced significantly when the education 
measures were partialied out. There is, therefore, a 
reasonable possibility that the CSI score is contaminated



due to the differing methods of administering the question­
naire. The three measures of intellectual competence, 
however, support each other. The Degree Level appears more 
significant in wiping out the relationship between bank­
ruptcy and Rightist Scale scores than, the CSI. The 
conclusion reached, therefore, that either intellectual 
and educational differences, or differential exposure to

j

a subculture which has an anti-rightist ideology, accounts 
for the higher scores on the Rightist Scale by the bank­
rupt group, seems justified by the data despite the con­
tamination due to differing methods of administering the 
questionnaire.



CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

The purpose of this study was to explore the re­
lationship between intragenerational downward mobility 
and assent to right wing political ideology among small 
businessmen. Many problems were encountered in attempt­
ing to use bankruptcy as a measure of downward intra­
generational mobility, chief of which was the difficulty 
in locating bankrupt small businessmen and then getting 
their cooperation. Because of time and money considera­
tions and the difficulty in acquiring the sample, the 
sample is quite small and possibly biased.. The conclusions, 
therefore, based on these data must be viewed as tentative 
and merely suggestive of further research.

The data from this study point to education, degree 
level, and cultural sophistication, as the chief factors, 
or at least an 'index of the most influential variable 
or variables, determining support for rightist ideology 
among small businessmen, rather than a sense of dis­
possession brought on by bankruptcy and intragenerational 
downward mobility. It may be that education has an effect 
on success in business, but success or failure in business 
seems to have no impact upon rightist ideology in subjects

57
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similar to the ones included in this study.

The literature on the right wing shows awareness of
education as a significant factor in determining support
for rightist ideology. Stouffer's study of tolerance of
non-conformists found that the better educated in all the

54
age groups tend to be more tolerant. Lipset found 
Stouffer's data also showed that "although higher oc-

J

cupational status within each educational level seems to
make for greater tolerance, the increases in tolerance
associated with higher educational level are greater than
those related to higher occupational level, other factors

55
being constant."

Chesler and Schmuck point out that the radical right
organizations show great concern over education and worry
that children are being subverted from the.old values and
being directed towards anti-Americanism and disregard for
authority. Progressive theories of education and progressive

56
schools are particularly suspect to the right. Lipset and 
Raab see the radical right focusing on intellectuals and 
the educational: system as the main enemy, and see the Birch 
Society and other rightist groups spending a major part of

54. S. Stouffer, Communism, Conformity and Civil Liberties 
(New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1955), pp. 90-91.

55. S. M. Lipset, Political Man, pp. 101-102.
56. M. Chessler and R . Schmuck, "Social Psychological 

Characteristics of Super-Patriots," in Schoenberger, 
op. cit., p. 176.
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their resources on the surveillance of school and library
systems, attacking teachers, librarians, and books which

57
they see as politically or morally subversive.

Fred Grupp's study of the national membership of 
the John Birch Society found that 64% of their membership 
had exposure to at least some college as compared to the 
United States national average of 24%. Grupp says this

J

is not surprising because political, activists tend to have 
a better developed ability to translate content into 
political terms that are meaningful to them, than do the 
majority of Americans. This capability is related to 
increased education. Grupp goes on to point out, however, 
that Birchers tend to have a particular kind of education.
Less than a fifth of the college-educated Birchers majored 
in a social science or the liberal arts, while 69% of them 
majored in the natural sciences or technical fields, fields 
which are not likely to challenge the political predis­
positions with which students enter college. Birch members, 
Grupp says, discount or are unaware of the impact of im­
personal social forces, because they cling to the indivi­
dualism associated with the Protestant Ethic and other 
traditional American values which stress that the indivi­
dual alone is responsible for his behavior and achievements. 
The lack of exposure to social science explanations of 
political phenomena has increased their susceptibility to

57. S. M. Lipset and. E. Raab, op. cit., p. 321.
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conspiratorial explanations of social events, which are

58
both personalized and attractively simple.

Grupp also points out that the quality of education 
among Birchers is low: 62% of the college-educated Birchers
attended colleges in the fourth and lowest quality level.
This is compared to 28% of the college-educated members 
of the liberal Americans for Democratic Action. Birchers

J

with college degrees had only 10% graduates from the highest
59

level compared to 40% for the ADA.
Lipset and Raab feel that despite the anti-intellectual 

bias of the right which focuses on intellectuals and the 
educational system as the main enemy, the right wing pub­
lications show evidence of some belief in the high status 
and value of education and academic learning. Lipset and 
Raab see this in the elaborate footnoting of books pub­
lished by the Birch publishing houses and in the biographies 
of authors of articles in Birch publications, which stress 
the educational achievements at some length. Lipset and 
Raab conclude from all this that for many on the right 
their education is a source of status frustration. Al­
though often well-educated in comparison to the national 
population, rightists seldom have the educational backgrounds

58. F. W. Grupp, Jr., "The Political Perspectives of Birch
Society Members, " in Schoenberger, op. c-it. , pp. 93-95.

59 • Ibid. , and Lipset and Raab, op>. cit. , pp. 322-323.



61
which would enable them to easily become part of the leading

60
social and power circles of their communities.

Lipset and Raab emphasize the significance of the kind 
of education, as well as the amount and quality, in deter­
mining political attitudes. Using the cultural sophistica­
tion index developed by Selznick and Steinberg, they found 
as many unsophisticated college graduates as sophisticated

J

grade-school graduates who were likely to agree with the
"F" scale item, "Sex crimes, such as rape and attacks on
children deserve more than mere imprisonment; such
criminals ought to be publicly whipped, or worse." This
cultural sophistication index, measuring as it does, the
knowledge of certain major literary figures in America,
suggests to Lipset and Raab the importance of a certain
kind of education in raising the level of commitment to
democratic principles, "at the same time that many
'progressive' educators seem willing to abandon those
aspects of 'middle class' sophisticated education which
seems so closely tied to an ideological democratic commitment
as offensive to the self-esteem of those reared in brutal-

61
izing poverty."

Although Lipset and Raab suggest that education may 
lead to status frustration which then leads to support for 
the right, evidence from this study of bankrupt small

60. S. M. Lipset and E. Raab, op. cit. , pp. 320-324.
61. Ibid., pp. 477-482, 505-508.
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businessmen, as well as evidence from Kelly and Chambliss, 
who found education correlated higher with political 
attitudes than did status inconsistency, and evidence from 
Gary Rush's study which found low education more related 
to acceptance of right-wing attitudes than were differences 
in occupation or income status, suggests that the education 
itself may be more important than feelings of status 
frustration.

The fact that the less educated usually score higher 
on rightist scales, combined with the information about 
college-educated Birchers, suggests that due to the quality 
and kind of education of these college-educated ones, they 
have something in common with the less educated in terms of 
quantity. On the other hand, it might be the case that 
certain personality factors enter in among the better 
educated that do not enter so much in determining support 
for the right among the less educated. Both possibilities 
should be taken into account in future research.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

The most important factor for further research suggested 
by this study is education in the broad sense of the term.
Many studies on political attitudes pay perhaps too little 
attention to the kind of education and the quality of educa­
tion of the subjects. Research should focus on determining 
exactly what kind of education, what sorts of ideas and 
subjects have what kinds of influence on individuals'
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political attitudes and behavior. The cultural sophisti­
cation index used in this study seems crude and yet has 
proved surprisingly useful here and in research done by 
Lipset and Raab, and Selznick and Steinberg. Indices such 
as this one need to be developed and used more widely in 
studies of political attitudes. It is not easy to include 
a test of intellectual sophistication and ability in an

fattitude survey such as this one. Researchers like to 
assure subjects that they are not being graded in order to 
put the subjects at ease and secure their cooperation.
Crude measures of intellectual ability, however, such as 
asking for years of education or highest degree attained, 
are highly subject to bias due to subjects' lying in the 
direction of social desirability. Care must be taken to 
avoid this. The best way of course seems to be to use some 
sort of index such as the one used here, perhaps more 
elaborate, and have it administered by the researcher so 
that there is no question as to whether or not the subject 
received aid in filling it out. It would be more informa­
tive to find out where the subject went to school, what he 
studied, and to get some indices of his knowledge in several 
areas, particularly politics.

As for research into downward intragenerational mobility, 
as evidenced by bankruptcy, a much larger sample less subject to 
bias than the one obtained for this study is needed. This would
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probably take a good bit of time and money, but in order to 
avoid unknown biases it seems necessary. Many of the 
bankrupts intended as subjects for this study had moved 
away. These should be contacted. One way of dealing with 
this problem, and the problem of locating many of the bank­
rupts, which was also encountered, would be to get in touch 
with the bankrupts at the court while they are going through 
the proceedings. With evidence that the researcher is not 
in any way connected with the creditors and really doing 
research, the bankrupts might be persuaded to cooperate.
At least the researcher would get some idea of why they 
were refusing, and some information might be obtained from 
those involved in the bankruptcy proceedings, information 
such as the economic and social consequences of the pro­
ceedings for the subject. There would be a new problem, 
however, in that immediately following the court proceedings, 
the bankrupt subject may not have -felt the impact of bank­
ruptcy. There would be no way of knowing whether or not 
and to what degree the bankrupt would recover financially 
and socially in the future.

More data are needed as to exactly what bankruptcy 
means to the subject. It may be that bankruptcy is not as 
good an indicator of downward intragenerational mobility 
for some individuals as it is for others. This information 
could only be acquired with the cooperation of the subject, 
because only he would- know how he felt about it. Some
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indication of what the bankruptcy's effects would be on the
individual could perhaps be obtained from the creditors and
lawyers involved in the court but it would be best to get
the subject's cooperation. Kessin's study of the effects
of mobility concluded that in order.for it to be disruptive,
it must break the bounds of a stable system and be highly

62
visible and disruptive. To find out if this is the case

j

for an individual would require some knowledge of the 
individual's situation and how he sees it, and some 
knowledge of the community in which he lives, how bank­
ruptcy is viewed by his friends and business acquaintances.
It might be that some communities are less shocked by bank­
ruptcy than others. It would seem that some knowledge of 
the economic and political background of small business in 
a community being' studied would be helpful. The historical 
perspective would add to the information acquired from the 
individual subjects to make a fuller study.

62. K. Kessin, op. pit., p. 15.
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August 17, 1973

Dear Sir:
In recent years, as you may well know, the values 
of such traditions as patriotism, religion, free 
enterprise, and so on, have been hotly debated in 
our society. The American people seem to have 
many varied opinions on these, subjects. As a 
candidate for a Masters degree at the College of 
William and Mary, I have chosen for ray thesis 
project to try to learn more about public opinion 
in this region.
You have been chosen through random selection to be 
one of those interviewed in my study. I can assure 
you* definitely that your responses to the questions 
will be completely anonymous. I am only interested 
in your opinions insofar as they represent those of 
the general public.
The interview will not take long —  thirty or forty 
minutes at the most. My assistant and I will be doing 
the interviews in the early evening and on weekends 
through October. I hope it will be possible to meet 
with you. I would deeply appreciate your participa­
tion in my study, since the success of my work depends 
upon your cooperation.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Rayford Kytle
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PUBLIC OPINION QUESTIONNAIRE

This form is part of a Master's thesis in sociology for the 
College of William and Mary. This is not an intelligence 
test. There are no "right" or "wrong" answers. The best 
answer is your personal opinion. You can be sure that what­
ever your opinion may be on certain issues, there will be 
many people who agree and many who disagree. That is the 
purpose of this poll —  to determine how public opinion is 
divided on each of these socially important topics.
Please be sure that you: 1) Read each statement carefully
and mark it according to your first reaction. It is not 
necessary to take a lot of time for any one question.
2) Answer every question. 3) Give your personal point of 
view. Do not talk the questions over with anyone until 
you have finished. 4) Be as sincere, accurate, and 
complete as possible in the limited time and space.
Please mark each statement in the left-hand margin according 
to whether you disagree or agree with it, as follows:
+ 1 if you agree slightly - 1 if you disagree slightly

with the statement with .the statement
+ 2 if you agree moderately - 2 if you disagree moderately 

with the statement with the statement
+ 3 if you agree strongly - 3 if you disagree strongly

with the statement with the statement
_____  1. A child should learn early in life the value of a

dollar and the importance of ambition, efficiency, 
and determination.

2. Depressions are like occasional headaches and 
stomach aches; it's natural for even the healthiest 
society to have them once in awhile.

3. In general, the best way of aiding our fellow men 
is to give time or money to some worthy charity.

4. The businessman, the manufacturer, the practical 
man —  these are of much greater value to society 
than the intellectual, the artist, the theorist.

5. The best way to solve social problems is to stick 
close to the middle of the road, to move slowly 
and to avoid extremes.
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6. It is the responsibility of the entire society, 

through its government, to guarantee everyone 
adequate housing, income, and leisure.

7. The only way to provide adequate medical care for 
the entire population is through some program of 
socialized medicine.

8. It is essential to maintain or increase the income 
taxes on corporations and wealthy individuals.

9. Labor unions should become stronger and have more 
influence generally.

10. In general, full economic security is bad; most men 
wouldn't work if they didn't need the money for eat­
ing and living.

11. It is a fundamental American tradition that the 
individual must remain free of government inter­
ference, free to make money and spend it as he
1ike s.

12. Men like Henry Ford or J. P. Morgan who overcame 
all competition on the road to success, are models 
for all young people to admire and imitate.

13. The government should own and operate all public 
utilities (transportation, gas and electric, 
railroads, etc.)

14. Character, honesty and ability will tell in the 
long run; most people get pretty much what they 
deserve.

15. America may not be perfect, but the American Way 
has brought us about as close as human beings can 
get to a perfect society.

16. Poverty could almost entirely be done away with if 
we made certain basic changes in our social and 
economic system.

17. The most important thing to teach children is 
absolute obedience to their parents.r

18. Any good leader should be strict with people under 
him in order to gain their respect.

19. Prison is too good for sex criminals. They .should 
be publicly whipped or worse.
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20. There are two kinds of people in the world: 

the weak and the strong*
21. No decent man can respect a woman who has had 

sex relations before marriage.

22. Jesus was God's only Son sent into the world by 
God to save sinful men.

23. Jesus of Nazareth was a very good man and teacher, 
but it is questionable that he was a divine being.

24. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
25. The only benefit one receives from prayer is 

psychological.
26. The story of the creation in the Old Testament 

is true.
27. We should attempt to understand and explain, rather 

than accept on faith all Biblical miracles.
28. I believe that there is a physical Hell where men 

are punished for the sins of their lives.
29. I believe there is a supernatural being, the Devil, 

who continually tries to lead men into sin.
30. The "fall of man" in the Garden of Eden story is 

a myth symbolizing the problem of good and evil 
in the world.

31. The Bible in the original manuscript was infallible, 
i.e., without error.

32. In these days, patriotism and loyalty to estab­
lished American ways are the most important re­
quirements of a good citizen.

33. The average citizen does not show enough respect 
for the U. S. flag.

34. There is hardly anything lower than a person who 
does not feel a great love, gratitude and respect 
for our flag.

35. Obedience and a proper respect for authority should 
be the very first requirements of a good citizen.
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36. There is hardly anything lower than a person who 

does not feel a great love, gratitude and respect 
for his parents.

37. What youth needs most is strict discipline, rugged 
determination, and the will to fight for family and 
nation.

38. Minor forms of military training, obedience and 
discipline, such as drill, marching and simple 
commands, should be made a part of the elementary 
•school educational program.

39. Present treatment of conscientious objectors, draft 
evaders, and subversives is too lenient and molly­
coddling. If a person won't fight for his country 
he deserves a lot worse than just a prison or a 
work camp.

40. We need more leaders like MacArthur, who have the 
morals and the strength to put our national honor 
above appeasement.

41. In the long run, it would be to our best interest 
as a nation to spend less money for military pur­
poses and more money for education, housing and 
other social improvements.

42. The only way peace can be maintained is to keep 
America so powerful and well armed that no other 
nation will dare to attack us.

43. While we should give military aid to countries 
which are prepared' to fight our enemies, we ought 
to cut down on foreign economic help, or else the 
other countries will just play us for a sucker.

44. In these troubled times, if we are to be strong and 
united against our common enemy, we must have more 
laws and safeguards against the spreading of 
dangerous ideas.

45. One main trouble with American foreign policy to­
day is that there is too much concern with military 
force and too little concern with political 
negotiation and economic reconstruction.

46. The American way of life is superior in nearly all 
respects to any other.

47. The most important task in America is to restore 
the morals, strength, discipline and patriotism 
that made America the greatest nation on earth.
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48. Communists and their fellow travellers have in­

filtrated just about every nook and cranny of the 
United States.

49. No flag, including the flag of the United Nations, 
should ever be flown above the flag of the United 
States.

50. The problems that currently plague America are 
largely the result of evil men plotting against 
Amer ica.

51. There were probably as many personal and social 
problems in the earlier days of this nation's 
history as there are now.

52. Americans will soon be forced to either fight for 
their freedom or become the slaves of Communists.

53. The greatest threat to the American way of life 
consists of the many important people inside this 
country who secretly work to subvert and destroy 
the American way of life.

54. The early Americans, who founded and settled this 
country, probably had no better morals, everything 
considered, than do modern Americans.

55. The true American way of life is disappearing so 
fast that force may be necessary to preserve it.

56. People who complain about things in the U. S. 
should be sent out of this country if they don't 
like it.



GENERAL INFORMATION 

-Age last birthday.

Number of..years in Richmond area.

Size of town where you spent your youth, if 
different from Richmond.

Number of generations of family in America - 
1 2 3 or more.

Ethnic origin. *

Religious affiliation.

If none, that of parents.

Years of education completed.

Highest degree obtained.

CSI

Present occupation.

Present income.
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13. Have you ever been in business for yourself? 

Occupation? Years?

14. Number of employees.

15. Income last successful year.

16. Last successful year.

17. If unsuccessful, 
of success with

to what do you attribute your 
this business venture?

laCh

Voting History:

COH 1960 President: Nixon Kennedy Other
19. 1964 President: Johnson Goldwater Other
20. 1968 President: Nixon Humphrey Wallace McCarthy
21. 1972 President: Nixon McGovern Other
22. 1972 U.S.Senator : Spong Scott Other
23 . 1965 Virg in ia Gover nor t Godwin Holton Storey
24. Do you belong to any organized political groupsi?

25. Degree of participation.

Are you familiar with any of the following groups, an! 
if so, what is your feeling towards the groups?

Other

Other

26. ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union).
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27. ' Common Cause

28. ACA (Americans for Constitutional Action)

29. John Birch Society.

30. Minutemen.
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This part of the questionnaire is intended to find out 

if you are familiar with various famous Americans. Some of 
the following people are sports personalities, some are enter­
tainers, some are literary figures, and some are politicians. 
Put a check in the appropriate column to indicate in which 
category the person on the left belongs.

Entertainer
Sports
Personality Politician

Literary
Figure

1. Arnold Palmer

2. James Taylor

3. William Faulkner

4. Lawrence O'Brien

5. Joe Namath

6. Herman Melville

7. Robert Dole

8. John Prine

9. Mark Twain

0. Robert Frost
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