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ABSTRACT

The objoect of this papver is to present all known in-
formation ont the life and work c¢f Charles Bridges. all
avallable source material, inciuding county reccords, news-
vapers, letters, diaries, and account books, have been
surveyed, and the author has corresponded extencively with
zuthorities in England., “The result is a brecader picture
of Charles Bridges who was moere than just a painter.

Recause there have been no signed Bridges poertraits
found, this aspect of his life and work has not been in-
cluded, except for a discussiocon of his portraits done in
England ., Thesa portraits were not signed but engravings
were made with inscriptions attesting the identity of
the artist. In the future, perhaps, a signed portrzit
will be found and then the enigma of his art can be un--
raveled,

Trnis vaper includes for the first time facts about
Eridges' life in England, his humenitarian work, and his
inverest in Christizn instruction for Negroes in Virginia,
The zuthor has lLied largely on the records of the
Scciety for Promoting Christian Xriowledge in England and
the coplez of the Pulham and Lambseth Palace papers in
the Colonial Records Project,

By nscessity this paper iz limited becausz the authox
has nob b2en alle to sezarch personally the resources of
information 1n Ingland. Letters have revealied a great dea
put antil a thoroeyh search has been made in England, any
discussion of Charles Bridgess cannct be complete.
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Charles who came to

Virginia in siwtv-seven and remained

until around 17 nuriper of portraits attributed to

hiam has beern large, although no signed porcraits have
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a Charles Bridges, believed to be a clergyman, who was in
Virginia at the same time as the paintev Recent research
has revezled that the suovposad clergyman was in reality
The painter,

Th2 earliiest known discussicon of the art c¢f Charles

Rridges was included in the addenda by Frank W. Bayley and
havles E. Goodspeed to the third volume of the revised
editicn of William Dunlap’s A History

Procress of the Arts of Design in the
1938, According to thisz accocunt "Bridges was painting in
Virginia for yesars, and a large number of portraits by him
have Laen p=esﬁrved.“l
lwilliam Duniap, A vy of the Rise and Progress
;;. r States, rev. ad., Frank

{(Bcston,

19189,
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on Christian education for Negroes in the colonies. EHe
even davised 3 pian for instructicon much like that of the
r schionls in Engknd with which he worked for zimost
fifteen years hefore becondng a painter.

Because Bridges corresponded with the Bishop of Lwendon,
he has besn referred to as a clergyman whoe was in Virginia

painter. Historians have placed

. - -, -, 3= b - - s 3 “

Thozrae is no record that any Charles Bridges was ci-
3 i~ - - +} S wr o d . s 2 = R ~
2ived oy the Bizhop of London or licensed Ly him for

and Richop William
Families cf Virginia
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for winistry in Virginla. He dees not appear in the

L

of the British Treasury of bounties paid to clergymen

fod]

to Virginia. Moreover, in his letters to the Bishop

as "My Good Bishop.”™ No
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London, Bridges

Only one conclusion can be drzwi, Charlies Bridge
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yan would have referred o his superior in that way
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net & clergymon, Rather, he was a pziniter and bumanitarian.

~

/.. . .- . -t s : -
Letter from Godirey Thompseon, Librarian, Guildnall
19586.

-

Library, London, Eangland, to the author, September 27,

Treasury, Classes 21, 33, 24, 60, and 61. Public
kecord Office, London, England. Micreofilm, Colonilal
Williansharg Rescearch Department, Williawsburg, Virglin
trereafter i b0 as OW Microfilm)
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the second volume. Thoras Hearne, @ con

Bridges, mentioned only three brcthers, but not Charles,

in his comrents on the

However, Thomas Wotteon in his English Baronetage, published

- - i P - PN - ~ ot i~ - < vy = 3
in 1741, gave a full zccount of the Bridges family--writing
> - ",

Charles Bridges first married Alice Plower on August 4,

Briages was in his seventy-seventn vear when he died in

‘!I
'_.l.
]
Qu
L[]
d
@]
=
6]
Y
3]
5
[o))

1747, he was abhout seventeen when he nz

Johu: Pridges, story and Antiguities of
shire (n.o., 1791), 1, eferred to in lebter frcm Mﬂle
Barratt, Bedleian Library, Oxiford, England, o the author,

i
3, -

3 d ) LA p ™~ o T ~ ~
C.o E. Doble, ed., Remarks and Co
Fai g <3 I T s [} >
(Cxrord, 1907}, 1717, 16@m1&

n.p.. 1741),
I, 29 Gyles Isham,
3 i o g e - [ T Sy [V N oy SRR, (RPN . - PR S
Bert., Lempove Hall, uugtuQmHtug, Lnglinu, to the author,
3

Decormbar €, 1268,

dda

Lopdon, England,
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firest, as there is no indication that he pursusd art ss a
careey until after he had spent many vears in charitakle

pursuits,

ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge was

}.—.u

ates,

formed =zarly in 1692 by Dr. Thomas Bray and four assocg

and met for the first time on March 9, 1£98/99, Essentially
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e

the work cf the Socliety was centered in four main activi

ducationzl and rehabilitational work by means of charity

chools end workhouses; mission wox
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b lication of Christian literatuve in ny languages; and
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the coleoniez. This scoiety developed naturally in an age
sxperinentinyg in the concepts of universzl benevolence.
Surprisingly, layv men and women, nore than the cleryyv, crgeaniz
and directed benevolent underlakings such as the workhouses
and eharity schools. ©Ore such interested lay man was Charles
Eridgeas.,
At the time of the formation of the Society for Promoting

Christian Knowledge, the English were

aware of the distress of the inpoverished people 1n England.



systemn. Thuas this solution was less a reform movement and

more an ameliorative effort. Not —choosing to work first

with the adults by providing useful enmployment, the leaders
chese to concentrzte on the children by adeopting a plan

of well-regulated free schocls for the poor, maintained
through local donatiors. The idea of the charity school was
not new as there were several established by 1699. Bv 1705,
thoughi, there were over fifty in London alone. Humanitarianism

was the ideology sparking the movement. Practically speaking,

!
=

the charity schocls were founded tc improve the total

pe

English society in which crime ran rampant and illiteracy

was prevalent, It was believed that instruction in th

O

1

cataechisr and in simple skills would improve the dreadfunl
conditicns-~-especially in the cities.

The Society lent primarily advisory and moral support
to the movement: the schools develcoped through local initiative.
Freguently, it was members of the Society, acting on their
own, who helred to organize a group of trustees who were an

integral part of anv school organizaticn. Eometimes the

iety supplied funds for schools in Jdistress such as the
school 1n Wapping, a part of London aleong the docks on the

novitil bank of the Thames River., On May 12, 169¢, at one of
the {first meetings of the Society, Bridgas and znother agent,

a2 Mr. Mitchell, reporited that school did nrnot have sufficient



funds for books and for the master'se fees. Bridges was given

1¢
he school, In this

ten z£hillings by the Sceciety to help
instance the JScciety used its own funds Lo suppiemant those

accruad through subscriptions--thereby playing an active

role in the maintenance ard continvance of the schooli in
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p
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ntenznce of the schools usually depended on local

b
w3
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Lokn

subsgscriptions which paid the master's fees and the rent
where needed, kept the school heated, supplied books, and

nrovided the children with the bare necessitiss of draes.
ol

In 1712 the approximate cost of dressing a girl was sixteen
shillings and for a boy fifteen shillings. The girl's
clothing consisted of a gown and petticoats, a shift, an

avron, a palr of stockings, @ walr of sheoes, a pair of

pattens or overshoes, and a pair cof gloves. Foxr the

oy the schools provided a zoan, @ wailstcoceah, reesches. 2

knit cap, 2 shirt, a pailr of stockings, a paly of shoes, and

vdred Ye

d Bdmond McoClure, Two Hu
iety for Promoting Ckr_uhtu“

Cha

A&

W. Cowie ienyv Newmnan: An American
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ondon L95%;; and Betezey Rodgers,




Charles Bridges was neither 2 member of the Jociety for
Prouwoting Christian Knowledge, nor a trustee of any particu-
lar school. Rather, he was an agert. Agents were usually

appointed by the trustees of the London schools and worked

i+

ciosely with the Socliety by reporting on the progress o
It sheuild be roted that not uvntil 1709 4did the full
nama "Charies Bridgez" appear in the minutes of the Society.

RBeforae that date reference was made only to a Mr. Bridges.

It is impossible to state beycnd a doubt that the two names

ce there

v
Pt
3

referred to the same man, dut it seensg likely s

2

few agents in the early vears of the Society and both

1

Mr. Bridgas and Charles Bridaes worked in London and in the

i3
provinces of Fnuland. And too, Charies Bridges wrote

from Virginia in 1733 that ha had teen achtive in the

P

, . . . i4
beginnings of the chavity school movement: in England.

Clarke, Historv of the $.P.C.K., 24.

T A
“Lettar from Arthur Rarker, Socciety for Promciting
Chrigtizn Kaoowledge. to the author, October 22, 1938,
ia .

Charles Sridges tc Bishep Gibscon, Williamsburyg,
Octobaer 25, 17353, Correspondence of the Bishoo of London,
with sowe miscellaneous papers, Fulham Palace Fapers, 13,
. 40, lLanbeith Palace Library, Dngland. CW Microfilm. This
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The Charles Bridges who wrote from Vivginiz in 1735 was
the sam2 Chzrles Bridges whoe had much success in establishing
charity schools., Most prcehably hz was alszo Mr, Bridges.
A few examples of his charitv school work follow.
At the May 18, 1699 m=eting of the Scciety, Bridges
and Mitchell reported that members of the parish of St.
Seorge, Scuthwark, on the scuth side of the Thanes River,
had subsaribed sizteen pounds per year to the school and
that there were promises of mcre help. In July of the samz

ezr Bridges informed the Socvliety that the schocl was in

n

difficulty and in AZugust he reported that the egiablishment
of the schcol had been delayed until betier arran
could be made about subscriptions. The promises of more

2d not been fulfilled: howsver,

px

Eimmne =T st myeym e e 11
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by Qctober the schecl was establizhed and had forty bovs.
On lMay 2%, 18693, Bridges reported to the Society that

the ofiiicers of St. Andrew's Parish, Holborn, agreed to work

with subscribers in setting up a3 charitv schoel in 2 house
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Schiool in gt., Andrew's Parish had forty snilii

To 1t, and by July it had amassad nineteen pounds in

Allen and McClure, Two Hundred Yezrs, 31, 35,
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subscriptions. In October Bridges reported that four more

-

pounds had been subscribed and that he expected at least

- 16
1fty before the end of the year.

f,-;

In June and July 1699 there were reports by Bridges
that the school in St. Martin's Parish (St. Martin--in--the-
field) would be ectablished because representatives of the
Society in that parish had subscribed nearly the entire
amount needed. The amount accrued was not stated, but
from the annual subscriptions to other schools, it would

Lty pounds.,
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At the July, August, and Octoker 199 meetings of
the Society,Bridges reportaed on the scheol in Whitechapel.
At the first meeting, the sum of monsey subscribed was

reportedly twenty-one pounds, ten shillings, and by August
oveyr forty pounds. In October the school had besn given a

£t of forty pounds annually and a house was being readie

12
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Bridges served as agent for other charity schools in
in Cripplegate, and in Greenwich. By

he and another agent, a Mr. Skeat,
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1706 Bridgss began a touxr of ...all corporation towns

Bedforshire ahout sixteen miles southezst of Bridoss's homa,

in Northamptonshire.

time in the vicin

fa.
[
N
D)
Joned
O
v
o
o
«
~
[
[
[
.
i
")
3
v
ty
3
o
"~
o
i
[

ty of his fam
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residence was In bLondon.
In April and June 1710 he was in London where he
wntinued hie oharity school work, By August he was

again in the proevinces where he roported from Chichester

e

ad vis

ted correaenpon

2 ~ < 7 - e [ L~ Y - A RL B S . ? -
Society at Reomnev {a My, D'Effray;, at May¥field {a Mr,

O3 e g - 3 e oW < PR o 7 S < N _— P S
Sawyer), and at Lewes in Sussex (a2 Mr, Springate);. TFrom
Z 1

- 1705,
Engliand
Axthur

and Decemoaer

2

L2 L e . - 3 an a4
Charles Bridges to Henry Newman, ilsc, August 11,

T D N B P S s . ) 9 4 30 ~ . .o 3

1702, Abstract Letter Hook 171 - 16288, 5.2.C. K., referred

1
4;’. O 43 'C': B C;




e oronosed o travel to Dovoehester in Dorset-

forwarding address for somz LooKs
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to ha sent him by the Society. When next he wrote the

ALY

T o= h A EP PR R S RN e P ~y .Y , o :- 3 S 3 - "
{z had received his tools and he was rveturning To London Ly

way of Northamptonshire which was not betwecn Sarum and

London buc neorcthwest of Leondon.” 7 No doubt he was taking

In 1711 and 1712 Bridges was again working in Londeon

4o ooy T3 T V= T 4 e R -~ b . DR . T 3
caking time in L7124 to tour the scuthwestern onart of England
ey v ] ™ T P N /0T SEVIRIE S S . s 7 oy e - )
\.:O.i','niva_i_}_, vevonsnilre, ML LTSI, and Bzrks LJ.IF.:. oe rgturnea

he was still in London, dbut was much concerned about the
Finanoial condition of the school at Lauvnceston in Corn-

wall., After this date no menticn cf EBridges i in the

“TCharies Bridges to Henvy Newman, Chichester, August 2
1710, Ansivract Letter Book 172 - 22235, S.P.C.K,., referred to
in :

25charles Br dges to Henry Newmsn, Sarum (Szalisbury),
October 5, 1710, Abstract Letter Book 1/2 - 2325, 3.P.C.X.,
referred to in Lbid,

don, Octoker 235,
ebruary 2L, 17412,

roferred to in

cwciely Ln Octolers, he was in Sarum or falisbury in Wiltshire
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Bridges was extremely busy between 1629 and 1713 with
kie activities as an agent. At the neeting on the 6th of
January 1700/1, PBridges informed the Scoiety that the busi-
nass of the schools was a heavy load for the agents and ex-

‘piﬁ“°”d acpe that the Society would lessen this burden
eomewhat. The Societyv ordered that an assistant for the
agents be allowed; his zalary would ke discussed at the
naxi waasting., On the 13th of January, however, no mantion
wie made of the assistant's salary. Instzad the Scciety
regolved thatt "...the Reverand Mz, Coghan be the Inspectoxn
cE all the Tharity Schools in and about Londen, and that
his Ballary e £20 per annum,” the next neestiag, on

2ra of February, there must have eean much ocomment Ly
rtne avents on this action, as it was ordered at this meeting
that the ".,.sum of £20 a ye (to be paid cuarterly) L
vaid to the Agents, by them to e disposed of for the En-

couragznent Of the Charity fchocls acconding tce their dis-
creticsa,.”  Thus additional funds for the schools were alloitad
and an insgpector fox all the charityv schocls appointed., More
dizcussicn ocourred thvwoughout the next months--the essernce

e ing agenis felt and sougnt help which
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not cowe , Therefore, Bridges must not have
hed mach zime for other work.
Bridges was not only an active parxticipant in the

charity schocl mevement, kut also a contributor to theories

O

\

ef methodology and corganizaticon. In 1699 he prepared a

vaper antitled "Methods for Management of ¥ree Schools,”

et a copy hkas not been found. Accerding to the minutes

of the Society 1t was "...rezd, debated, and corrected
and oxdered by the Society to be Forthwith printed." It

was alzo orderved that the paper should bLe sent to Bridges as

sooiy as it wezg printed. Such & disccoulrge would hbe in-

dges merticned
W. the S.P.C.K.
dimscovered that much research has been
to i1dentify or to locat YK but to
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Fadh 4
usaed and wnich she had read sbout only oy heard tell
of." PFridges’ work is never gucted in the book and thus
the bhinlico sl reference mayv have beszn hearsay and thus
not raliacle.,  2rthur Barker checked The minutes of 10699
To e whethey Jones had misread "W for Mr.. hut he teels
thsl this was 2, He does not know the

-
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What further work Bridges did for the charity schools

or for the Society is not known. He nust have left
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work, though, as he appear after 1712/13 in

Society's records, Morescover, as he was a palntoy by

fesgion when he came to Virginia, it secens evident that

»

he left nis charvitakle work to pursue art.

answer to thig prcblem, but as M, G. Jones seems unyrelia

as a scuirce in this concern, it is unlikely that Rridges

first initial was "W'. At no other place in the minut

is there a refersnce to a W. Bridges or a William Bridoua

or any other Bridges whose given name regmn with "W",

(Letter from Arthur Barlker, S.P.C.K., to the authnr, Do-
6 .

- . -
congar L

et}
)

U

iL.a
T

™



CHAPTER IX

FPAINTER, 17121735

Charies Bridges was a fairly competeont zvtiast when
gl b P

he came to Virginia in 1735. He nmusgt have had sowe Lorn

t_Q

1T

training in England. Styvlisgtically, he could have besn a

cstudent of Sir Godfrey Kneller, cr of one of his asscointes,
According to Byrd family tradition, neolt substantlated by
fact, it was in Kneller's studio that Colonel Williarn Byvd

1
first met Bridses. If this tradition ig true, thne me20ing

in England from 1675 until his death in 1723. Byrd was in
Englarnd freguently from 1684 until 1722. Until 1699

1W*ls iam Byrd (1674-1744) of Westove
born in Virginia, but swent considesrable

ntil 1722 in Engltland. Henzy Wilder Tookbo
"..,15 said by RByrd familvy trcditian o nave becomes
‘wit* Brqu:p in Knellar's '
ait was painted by Kneller
;es,” wigﬁlﬂlﬁ Marazine
(1952)‘ 8.} As pol inted o
Bridges was exXhror cly act:
from 1692 Urtll 1713 and
arcund 1704.

Toote,




AT

under Knellior.

As Knell died in 1723, it ig aleo

responsibhility, follcwed Knallier as court

thie authog

- P o —~ e e -x7 1 ~ somoce b Y P sy S T .-~ -~ = o
that Bridgss' ctvle was "guite unlike Eneller‘s® and since

Bridges was an intimate o©Ff non-ircrs ... he would have

Y

nothing in comnon with the Whic, Inzsiler.... In =13
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rvas (ca. 1675-173
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TLetter from

Northampton, Zngland
Isham'z conclusion wase drawn from Rridges’® inveolvament
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T, BaKer, of St. oo’y an
- e T lr)
TAATY o oa s .

0
)
Q0
o
Vomd
joN)

is veforred t

P | PR
nea, but

*

tre insgcripihtion read

Thomag Bzkey, Late Fellow of 8¢, John's College...."

by Gecrge Vertus 1is now owned by
b Y .

-
. s . . - e
of Farminguoon, Coanacticut. It was

AR e Ny g e ] T
My, Wilwmarith Lesy

done for Hdward Harvrley, second Earl of

indlications, Bridoes usel this for his portrait--
thuas the inscripticn con the print "pinxit memoriter.” He

aisc knew Baker, bub there iz no record of Ba

T ey o om e A G R "
anaving sal for a vortrait. The
ceeuired Zor twelve pounds, ten

Rawlinscn when Lord Oxford' s po

:
ings

s

(Canbyri

ole's

N
A . U D oS N X q g LT Ny - Ty = v $- T — o ode e e - Lty e .
Latier Zrom Sir Gyles Jegham o the author, Da2cembar 16,

654

Wilmarth 8. Leawiz, The Lewlis Walpele

o

Farwmington, Connecticut, to ths author, Apyil 7,




Portrait of the Reverend Thomas Baker, by Charles Bridges,
Bodleian Library, Oxford, England.
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to My, Newman 1f he would answern

has not beea found, but it is

interested in lransporting pers

Q_=

to Ceorgia. Bridges must have

thought Newman would be interested

Bridges did not go to Ceorgia but apparvently c
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plang and arcived in Virgin
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secuted Protestant

known of his
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that he was greatly
Salzkurgers
~erest and

proposed trio.

ed his

January 4,
LC.XK., Ye-
the author,



Charles Bridges arrived in Virginia in May of 17235

and went first to Williamsburg. During that year and the

Byrd, not far from Williamsburg. From there ne traveled
to Spotsylvania County where he visited Colonel Alexancer
Spotswood gt hilg howe at Germanna. e returned to Williams-

Duryg in the spraing of 1736. In 1727 he rented a house in

Williamsburg. By February of 1738 he was living in
Hanover County, but continued te travel around the colonv.

Hiz arrival in Virginis was referred to by Lisutenant-
cowvornor wWilliam Gooch in a letter Lo his brother, the

o . - - 1
Feverend Thomazs CGooch,in Englard on May 26. The latter

william Gooch (1681-1751) was lieutenant-governcr of
r 1 August 1749, He was in
citober 1740 unitil

Virginia from Se V')T. ambhe
.
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Bridges was doing portraits of Randolvh v of mew

fanuly, but ncene are known to 2xist today.

m
o}
Q
+

was

probated until Apriil 23, 1737 when

. - 1. D
witnassed 2tT.

Bridges muast have left Williamsouxce
December Z3 because on
wrote a letter of introduction for him to Colonel Alexan-
der Spetswond, 7 Byrd described fthe wainter as "...a man,

of & Good Family, but either by the Frownz of Forbunsg, or

nis own nusmanagment, 1s okliged to seck Bread, a

little of the iatest in a Strange Land.” He srged
potswood to use Bridges if he wanted portraits done.
The artist had already drawn Byrd's children and thoze of

COPY
moved to Ri chmond. Thesg rea
Genaral Court House was burned
ding to the ;ditor. came Ty
Randclph Kent. The Colleage cf
Siv John and Susannah Rand
teenth century by B. C. Bruce

L.

{ 1740} was lisutonant-
a2 from June 23, 1710 until Septembev 27,
il in Engiand., In
he returned to Virginia where
» =

4
- e P < = 2y
Spotsyvlvania County. He died in 1740
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Deserving, he might heve pretended Lo be

a t.anme., W
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Bridges remained with Spotswood

and his neighbors. Indeed, there ace two novoraits of

buted to Bridges. By sumus:
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nondon
but the letter did not leave Englani until CSeptenieaecs 11,

Unfortunately the letter has nct bezn found.
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That summer tragedy k Bridges’' family. His

daughter Marv died. According to the Bruton Fariahd

Regiztar she was huried on Auvguast 24. Following her

n L/_.t
History and

{(leig

R R Ty
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—-1¢80) becs court pain
from the Netherliands in 1641. He was
was predominaent in English art from
deatt., Sir Godfrev Kneller (]
around 1675 from Germany and act
He became court painter at |
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Ragister of letters of the Ccuxt of Planrt
Bishop of Zondon, and Henry Nzwanan to Bishop
September 22, 1735, in Miscellaneous Papers
Matters in Vicginia, 1675-L77%, Fulham Papers
lanaoas, £50 1251246, OW




father's name in the register was 7 .. Lim{ 1. He doubt
this illegible word was limner thereby dencling Bridges’

occupation.

The only known resgidence of Bridges whilc in

burg was Greenhill, the house owned by the esta

King. He rented this properity from Decenmber 25, 1736 unitil

December 25, 1737. Henry Hacker of Williamsburg agread in
July 1738 Lo collect one vear's renit for the estate of

Richard Xing from Charles Bridges "...in the county of

As early as February 17328 Bridges waz living in

Whereas one Box, mark’d C.B. about 4 Feel sgyuvare
and 14 Inches deep; and one other Box, mark'd
C.B. about 5 Feet leong, 1L Foot wide, and 1 Fcoth
deep, were brought by Caplt. Bolling, Ifrom England,

. —— o
in BY uton Parishn

"Greenhill, on loks 319-328, Zs no longer

It was in the block now bounded by Prince Gaoiqge,
Scotiand, and Nassau Streets. Jonss Paw>*", 1646

vol. IV, L;Jxarv of fongress.
on "Ths Jones ﬁuie " VlrglnLg
Biography, XXVI (191 23%, ig
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'AGREEMENT OF JOHN I{AWK:ZR, July

Charles Dvﬁgqes, of Hanover P)ub,y ons
R
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" As such ozn agr
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in Will
Hawkex _.‘ net 1n the Jonos lPagers, wae

read the zoreement of Henry Hacker
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Louisa County, the county which borders Hanover Counity Lo

K

the west.”

n

Bridces again wrote the Rishop of London in Octoher of

1738 from Hanover. In his Jlettery Bridoaes comrentod on his

1

h

2
t
-

s plan for instructing Negroes. He was

o
, 1]
o
3
=
&
0
m
«t
~
|
+

still trving to get Blair interested and wrote thal the

'...Comigsary & I grow in years, And the werld hangs haavy

,..
)
ol

0
f .
o
~
"

on us." He went on to say that he had vis
time to tilme, most probably in Williamshurg, but had fouand
16

him asleen or inattentive.

In Juanary of 173971740 Mizhael Smith entaered the

M
}—J
.‘)
ot

Ial

action for Bridges in his account book:

U

anunry &

Mr. pridoes cuting cut a
coat your Son s Zan
My. Rridoges wmaking a great

Fraderic lantation kEocks, Group A, vol. 2,
Ledger b, oou“nexn Historic2i Colisction,
Universit ina, Chapel Hill, HWorth Carolinz.

CW Microfilm,

1

ClTIlCu

o

Eridgze to Bishop Gikson, Hanover, October
C

o Correspondence -~ Fulhawm Paizce lPzcers,

1738, Bishop of Lon
i3, ©. 47 CW Microfilim,
T 7
4! 33 -~ 5. g - - - - B - -' _——
Account anc Letter Book of FPrencre Jerdone, L7Zo-
1737; 1733-1744, Coliege of ¥Williem and Mary, Williamsburg,
Virginia., COW Microfilo.
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SIGNATURES OF CHARLES BRIDGES
wT ''.T* *'J <

BEFORE 1730: Charles Bridges to Richard Roach, no date,
Rawlinson Papers, D. 832, £f. 45, Department
of Western Manuscripts, Bodleian Library,
Oxford, England.

Clsa-T-iSi

1735: Charles Bridges to Bishop Gibson, Williamsburg,
October 20, 1735, Bishop of London Correspondence -

Fulham Palace Papers, 15, £. 40.

BETWEEN 1737 AND 1739: "Belvoir House Guest Book," Virginia
Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia. Foote, "Charles
Bridges," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography,
LX (1952) , 13.

1738: Charles Bridges to Bishop .Gibson, Hanover, October 19
1738, Bishop of’'London Correspondence — Fulham Palace
Papers, 15, £. 47.

Signatures of Charles Bridges
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transacitiong to Decemboern 37, L7

Tich rorders

.. .Mr, Charles Bridges e paid

=

»
+

+ ocfficials im

. o T . N U SV s
In November QI LODaQol Wl

. T e e e cxs A BT — o b TN LR, PR U Ty m g S
by Carolin:z County to be “...s0ld for money to pay Chavic
Bridges for drawing the King's Arms foy the usa this

l\)
A2

o

o

a)
W

5,

: ; rTOup
cuthern Zistorioal Col]

-
5
18

)

o

(%
0

P

a}
~

P 2 e - NV oy e P 7 ey gm dia — a2
Ca s.u’:,zh,., Chapsl HiLL, lxut.i_h Cc;.r.c.-.s

o)
A " » .
s e 2 " 2 g LY WA ~ r P
Ordexr Book, Caxrcline County, 172xz-1740, 595, WVirginlea
State Library, Richmond, Virginia.



Turing the swver of 1740 bridges

Bvrd at Westover acoording to the following ent

ol
»
.

[1740] [duliyv]
23,  +..1 wrcte 2nd read ,
when 201d Bridges came and dined

dinner he

3
C
e
O
i
ok
Ha
0
[a
h
';l
!
(s

read more Englisnc...?
Where Bridges was living is not ceriain, Surely he must
have begen staying or Lliving nsax o oas he laft
ezling. Howevar, Bridges' Ao B

- o g Bn : 0 P . om e T e ) i - N s 2
accounl 13 thae only reéd o Bx senond

3 - s R o - [P oo 4 . |
The remaining four vears of Bridges

are not well-docuanented, but

Zharlez City County Couws e also had

En P, RO . - K PR, T ~
marchant Francis Jerdone . At the Zugust 174z
'>~
- e foga]
V‘i >od fin and T .

Frederick Hall Plarntation Bcoks, Group B, vol. L,
Contra, Dev
Collection,

Morth Carciina

Cha ERORL




Jl (;.JLLA"L o was

Cn the petition of Charles Bridges
Clarke for three pounds Seventeon
Six pence Current money Due on &
a Certificgate of the cath of the
Justnezs thereof being
the Defendant pay the pet
Coste & 7/6 for an attor

a resident of Charies City County and

D P S VRN T ., o A Y e (2 prae oy e P i~y e L
Bridges must have bean there for the court i

ebrvaxry 1741,/1742.

In the account hook of Franocis

coount of

Hanover <ouanty
Dy 1o

Dabts dus

.
W g (Jores 5 - ] w e g
g 71 Bridgss  Charles /O 1 R 9

Y

Crier Book, Chavles City Coaaty, L737-
Virginia State Librzry, Eichmond, Virugi
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to nave painted a vast number of portraits. Hs

painted many of them, because Byrd indicated in
to Svotswocd that painting was his scle means of

Thisg assumption cannot be proved because nce sign
has beecn found.
By far *the most interesting aspect of his
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CEAPTER IV

CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTIONMN PCOR HECRGER
Charles Bridges’' idnterest in the plight of unfortunzte
did not end as he grew older In Yirginia he found a situa-
tion of servitude that demanded attention. is work with
the charity schools in England sought “o free childven from
the sgervitude of poverty. In Virginia sliavery was the
basis of the eccnony and therefore impregnabla. Man's cou-

in servituda, howaever, could be im

formey work gave him

of Negroes in Vizginia

He was nolt the first that

Amearica were beling deprived cf sual

living in 2z Chyristian land. in 1727 the
sent a pastoral letiter addressad "To the

the
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the Bichop

of exposing Negroes to Christian . Desplte laa-
guage and cultural differences, it was still the duty of

all Christians to aducate the Negrcees 1In Chrictian pringi-
ples. Such instyuction, the Eishop argued, would not make
the glaves more desircous of freedow. Rather, it would make
them want to lakor harder in their reswvective callings.
And, too, baptizm did not charge their status zs civil
property. After urging the indivicuazl owners Lo do their

e, he wrote the ministers and nissicnariss in the

Y - R £+ I N 3 - - e
colonies to do thelr part.
- . :
Virvginia, and othelr colonies, wherse the pl

for Christian instruction of NHegros: e~

cauge the parishes were large and the plantasticns scatitered.
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Ideally, the Bisghorp advocated plan proposed by t
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Enthusiastl

that he had talked with many in the colony since his avvival

ard had found interest in instructicon. Theroefore, he was

2
sending tne Bishop his plan. He was not the fivst wo
angwer the Bishop's call. In June of 1729 Cowedasssyy Blair

.8 pastoral letter

masters had

tv of many of the converts as "...the far grezter part

they shall meset with so much the mcre respect, nd that

freedom." He hoped theirxr contact with the church,
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disturbance was small and centarc around

the Jower peninsula. Indeed 1t was more o gatheving of
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Liberty to do many things
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that time for their own advanbage.

tage was there than to instruct themn in the basics of
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Anglican theologv?
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¢ &id the Negrees, Bridges propozad that

Sunday afterrncon in every month would

catechizing. To finance
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should be "...upon the Sccot at reasonable hours to attend

thoase that com=2 te ke Instructed at the times they can be

L 16 . - . .
ISRl cle SRR FEe did not specify whether these catechists

W

ould pe one to a parish, a county, or perhaps a group

of plactations. Mcre than 1ika2ly, he meant for his plan

Bridges did not doubt that he would see the progress
of his plan because he felt the Bishop could influence the
clergy in Williamsburg, in Virgipia, and in Maryland. Iile
wrote, too, that he wished he "...had Sought for a Character
vhen 1 had the copportunity, that might more effectually have
4

romote it." Bridges' statement suggests that he

by

vas novw a clergyman, but wished he were, 1in order to help

successful end. His only design

17

see his ctlan carried to

‘{;U

in hise plan was "...the good of human Nature....
Three years later Bridges again wrote the Bishop for

more help in promoting his plan. What little gocd he had

4]
et

lraeady dore would be greatly enhanced if the Bishop would

encourage the governcr and commissary to call for subscrip-
ticns. He wrote that 7...all that can be done in this

.-
ic .
Charles ZBridges to Bishop Gibson, Williamsburg,
October 20, 1735, Bishop of London Correspondence - Fulham
Palzce Papers, 13, £. 40. CW Microfilm.



cern T fear c¢ome to Nothirng." He continuea that his advanced
age as well as that of the Commissary made it difficult for
theyn to do more, Indeed he stated that ".,.the Comizssary

& I grow in vears, and the world hangs heavy upon us. At

1'1‘
.bl
1—
—
[
>

timas he had approached the Commissary only to
his letter:

Would te God vour powerfull voice would scund it in
our ears to get up and be ﬂ01nj a little more Goeod,
this Good work while there is time and opportunity,
hich weould incite us to e thankfull to your Gocd-
nags for o great a blessing and especially to me.l

Discouraged, nc doubt, at the lack of interest in his plan,
ne periaps gave up. No olther letters or papers have been

found referring to Bridges' plan or a similar pilan.

ministers and masters. Iad they

ssibly could have placed the

responzibility for Christian instruction of the Negroes

cn special catechists or masters. FPinancially, they were

o
D
0
3

acle, hut for many rsasons, somne of whiich have already

r

Ly

o
<

mantioned, it secmed sinmpler to most owners to do what

18 . . s -
Cherles Briidges to Bishop Gibson, Williemsburg,
Cotobexr 1%, 1738, Rishop of London Corrvespondence - Pulham
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CHAPTER V

ENGLAND, ca. 1744--1747

Charles Bridoes returned to England around 1744.
was about saventy-iLoury vears 0Ff age. Little is known
the remaining yvears of his life except that hie wag in

Suffelik. The anticuarizn George Vertue includ
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