
W&M ScholarWorks W&M ScholarWorks 

Dissertations, Theses, and Masters Projects Theses, Dissertations, & Master Projects 

1934 

Lord Byron's Opinions on Religion. Lord Byron's Opinions on Religion. 

Roberta Cridlin 
College of William and Mary 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wm.edu/etd 

 Part of the English Language and Literature Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Cridlin, Roberta, "Lord Byron's Opinions on Religion." (1934). Dissertations, Theses, and Masters Projects. 
Paper 1593092130. 
https://dx.doi.org/doi:10.21220/m2-2csg-cq50 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses, Dissertations, & Master Projects at W&M 
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Dissertations, Theses, and Masters Projects by an authorized 
administrator of W&M ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@wm.edu. 

https://scholarworks.wm.edu/
https://scholarworks.wm.edu/etd
https://scholarworks.wm.edu/etds
https://scholarworks.wm.edu/etd?utm_source=scholarworks.wm.edu%2Fetd%2F1593092130&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/455?utm_source=scholarworks.wm.edu%2Fetd%2F1593092130&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dx.doi.org/doi:10.21220/m2-2csg-cq50
mailto:scholarworks@wm.edu


1

LORD BYROH*S OPIKIOSS
on

RELIGION

by
Roberta Cri&lln



SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT 
OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF
TWe COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY 

for the degree &£  

MASTER OF ARTS



Ill

Preface

■fcrkeThe following study and^r esulting conclusions, in
regard to the religious life of Lord Byron, are based almost
entirely on the poet1® correspondence, because it seems that 
he expressed himself even far more freely and intimately in 
his letters than in any other form of writing#

It is true that Byronf s poetry sometimes reflects 
his life very clearly, but, on the other hand, It Is hard to
separate the real from the Imaginary and to extract Byron 
from the characters he created In rhyme* Moreover, Byron 
himself advised that one should not depend on his poetry for 
an opinion of the authors

"People say that I have told my own story in my writings* I defy them to point out a single act of my life by my poems, or of my thoughts? for I seldom write what I think* All that has been published about me is sheer nonsense, as will be seen at my death, when my real life is published* 1 Everything In that Is true"* g

1* Byron gave his life-story to Moore to be published after his death* Moor© sold it to Murray, but later bought it back in order that he might burn it* Cf * Article on Moor© in Dm H* B.
2m Trelawny, E* J* t Recollections of the Last Bays of Shelley and Byron^ypTiW*

0O-5-1 © vi t \ S 5^



IV

The Life of Lord Byron * with his letters and journals 
by Thomas Moore, was selected for this study as the collection 
of Byron correspondence best adapted to the subject, Moore 
made the poet* s acquaintance through a quarrel in 1811, and 
remained his friend until Byron* s death in 1824* He had an 
opportunity to Observe Byron from all angles. Since Moore 
was a man of nominal Catholic faith HTHfciHWff especially in
terested in theological questions he paid particular atten
tion to the religious opinions of Lord Byron <*

There are two dangers in relying entirely upon Moore 
for onefs opinions of Lord Byron* In the first place, Byron 
looked up to Moore because of his genial disposition and^iuecess 
in society*4 Such an attitude on the part of a man like Byron 
must have flattered Moore into a desire to present a very favor
able picture of his hero. In the second place, Moore was given 
to excesses and an exaggerated idea of the necessity of pleasing 
his readers.**

S. D* U* B* - U n d e .* Moore 4* Mauroiss Byron, p. 1686* Cf* Bibliography• Along with this study, I have made a bibliography of the Byron material in the library of the College of William and Mary, and have placed It In that library for the use of Byron students.
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I have taken precaution against such dangers by 
allowing the words of Byron, rather than those of his 
biographer, to Influence my final decisions# I have used the 
additional safeguard of reading as many Byron letters as it 
was possible to find in other collections#6

This investigation of Byroads religious opinions 
has been made with full realisation of the obstacles which 
arise to prevent accurate conclusions, and with a sincere

r*desire to avoid the mistakes which such difficulties may cause#

6# Of• Note 5, Preface7* I wish to express my thanks to the members of my thesis committee, Dr# Jackson, Dr. Landrum, and Dr* Fisher, all of the College of William and Mary, for the patient assistance they have given me in the preparation of this paper*
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CHAPTER I 

E & r t INFLUENCES

In order to understand the mind of Lord Byron 
and his wavering views on religious questions, it Is necessary 
to know something of his ancestry and early connections*

The Byrons* who were originally inhabitants of 
Normandy,^ became wealthy English land-owners soldiers,^ and
objects of royal f a v o r . ^ The family history includes the ship
wreck of Lord Byron* s grandfather*^ the murder of Mr. Chaworth 
by his grard-unc 1 e* and the elopement of the poet's father with 
the wife of lord Carmarthen.^

A year after the death of Lady Carmarthen* Lord 
Byron's father married Catherine Gordon of GIght* an heiress* 
of impulsive, quick-tempered* and ©motional nature* who Indulged 
herself in fits of excessive anger and affection. Among the 
Gordon ancestors there were some ^marked with the brand of Cain”*8

> cC. nl ta't ter s * £ L o~tAI. Moore* Life a ~Byron../Fol» I* p. 1g» Ibld.» T7T < Bos+ort. I?3a5, TEIcf.. I, S '4. TBTST.l I* 4 and 55. lEIff,. I* 66. IEIS.. I, 77. >, Byron itrrrled Lady Carmarthen, who died in 1784, S. VMaurolsj op. clt., II* 14
"Tkc CI Ae*r
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as well as soma of more desirable characteristics.^
Byron, the poet, was a curious mixture of the good 

and bad qualities of both lines of his ancestry# He combined 
"the generosity, the love of enterprise, the higfa-mlndedness 
of some of the better spirits of his race, with the Irregular 
passions, the eccentricity, and daring recklessness of the 
world*a opinion that so much characterised others*1#̂*0 The In
herited traits most Important to this study are those of a 
restless and variable spirit, and a highly impressionable mind,
tendencies which were Inherent In both the Byrons and the Gordons*IŜ-COVY.1 - '■ - ' W u i  @ quite youngcam© under influences which 
were never entirely erased from his mind* First, there was 
that of his nurse, May Gray, who indulged herself in drinking 
and bad companionship* She often entertained her young charge 
by telling him hair-raising tales about the murdered and drowned 
Gordons, and about the wicked and powerful B y r onsThese 
narratives, which were colored greatly by Imagination, gave 
Byron a desire to be as wicked and eccentric as his predecessors, 
who were made to seem heroes to his childish and enthusiastic 
mind* May Gray added to these adventurous episodes the story of 
Gain,^ who was predestined to an unhappy doom, leaving the 1m-

9, Ibid** II, 1510* Moore, op* clt*, Vol. I, p. 1311* Maurois, op. cit*, p* 2412, Moore, op* ciff77 Vol. I, p* 40
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f>e*

pressloa cm the child Byron that nothing can do will change 
the fate which has been fixed for him# She must be given credit* 
hsaeassr* for teaching him a number of the Psalms and for interest
ing him in the Holy Scriptures*32*

Byron* a mother was no less influential In shaping his 
digressions of life# She was given to fits of temper which 
caused her to be very harsh and cruel to her young son*3^ She 
possessed a natural tendency to superstition36 which became 
somewhat of a substitute for religion#36 H Relieved her son 
destined to be great because of his lameness3^ consulted a 
fortune-teller, Mrs# Williams, who confirmed her opinion as to 
Byron*s future greatness, and predicted the ages of twenty-seven

-0 U.S» . Qand thirty-seven would be danger̂  years in the poetfs Ilfe# °
Such beliefs laid the foundation3® for Byron1 s telvef in 
ghosts and bogles,^® his belief that the shape of his hands was 
an indication of high birth,^3 and his faith in the omen of

13# Ibid*# Vol# I, p# 1414# ISSf*# Vol# I, p# 1313* Tgm*0 Vol* I, p* 13616* 1113* * Vol* I, p# 2063.7 # , Vol* X, p* 23IB# TESrois, op* clt*# p* 4219# Moore * op* citiV’Vol# 1# p* 13620* Ibid** WT.^TTp. 3021# Ibid*« Vol# I# p* 294
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twelve Eagles at Parnassus*28
Byron’s lire mis aS$ouMave■•Sw by the

Indiscreet to# Lavender of Nottingham, to whom he was entrust— 
ed, Lavender distressed Byron by twisting his foot Into horrible 
shapes and thrusting It Into a wooden apparatus, which was 
nothing less than a device o f torture# During Lavender’s pro
fessional calls# It afforded him great amusement to send Byron 
to bring M s  beer. The child did this errand with all possible 
caution# lest he should spill the quack doctor’s pint and receive 
a beating for it# Byron had very superior mental qualities# 
IseBaoseegŝ  and It was not long before he was able to turn the 
joke on Lavender, nLavender was a pompous Ignoramus, but pre
tended a knowledge of all languages, The boy (Byron) scribbled 
all the letters of the alphabet on a scrap of paper, arranging

22# Ibid#, Vol, I# p# 304# The reference Is to an episode 
which occurs several times in Byron’s journals: "Goingto th© fountain of Delphi (Castri) in 1809, I saw a 
flight of twelve eagles (H# says they were vultures — at least in conversation) and I seised the omen. On th© day before I composed the lines to Parnassus (In Chil&s Harold) and, on beholding the birds, had a hope fcEaE™ igaas had accepted my homage, I have at least had the name and fame of a poet during the poetical part of my life (from 20 to 30); whether it will last is a different natter”*
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them haphazard in the semblance of sentences,, and then laid 
the script before the conceited bully* What language was 
this, he asked* 1 Italian1 answered the charlatan* And Byron

r 1 . : Iphrough association with Hay Gray, who did not
practice the Scriptural injunctions she taught him, through 
contact with his mother, who seemed to love him one minute and 
hate him the next, and through his experiences with Dr* Lavender,

been this hatred of sham that caused Byron to be so slow to 
express any enthusiasm concerning religion* When he could not 
honestly agree with people to the fullest extent, it was not 
his nature to pretend*

Other personal influences on the early life of Lord

At the age of four Byron was sent to Bowers, who conducted 
school in a dirty room and received a fo e of five shillings a

"There the children learnt to read in a book of one-syllabled words* ; God made man - let us love Him . * .* The Byron boy had a good memory, and soon had learned the first page by heart* He then announced that he

burst into triusophant laughter*

~X\i W-*5who was anything but what he pretended to be, Byron j\began at 
early age to hate hypocrisy in all its forms*^ It may have

Byron were those of his tutors: Bowers, Koss, and Patterson*^

ogQuarter from each pupil* Maurols writes:
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could read* And. actually recited to his mother his little couplet - with great success, until she turned to the 
n e x t page and he started off again with 1 God mad© man • * *f* The text, alas, was different, and the impatient Mrs#Byron slapped her son# Returning to Bodsyfs Q3owers} he learnt that 1 God made Satan - and Satan made sin * •T.Satan and sin were regular subjects in these Scottish schools”#*”
Since BowerS.j seemed to Mrs* Byron to-- fo-e an In-

adequate instructor, she sent her son to take private lessons
28from another, whom Byron described as follows:

wHe was a very devout, clover little clergyman, named Ross, afterwards minister of one of the kirks {Mast, I think)* Under him I mad© astonishing progress; and I recollect to this day his mild manners and good-natured pains-taking* The moment I could read, my grand passion was history, and, why X know not, but I was particularly taken with the battle near the Lake Eegillus in the Roman History, put into my hands the first* Four years ago, when standing on the heights of Tusculum, and looking down upon the little round lake that was once Reglllus and which dots the immense expanse below, I remembered my young enthusiasm and my old Instructor”*
Ross was a devout minister of gentle manners and, 

no doubt, had more Influence on the mind of Byron than the 
letters indicate*

Byron describes the third master thus:
"Afterwards I had a very serious, saturnine, but kind young man, named

2*7* lb id* * p* S6SB* Moore, op* eit*, Vol* I, p* 18
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Paterson, Tor a tutor# He m s  the son o f my shoemaker, but a good scholar, as is common with the Scotch* He wag a rigid Presbyterian also”*29
Doubtless, Paterson attempted to instil his 

Calvinist doctrine into his young charge. He taught M m  
that we have all participated in the original sin and are
corrupt from birth; that only certain men who are united
arbitrarily to Christ can be saved from eternal damnation.
This plunged the child into deep thought from which ho never 
entirely emerged.

All of these early influences on the mind of the 
young Byron seem to b© of the typ e to Inspire rebellion and 
wonder* He was impressed with the utter helplessness of man 
in the hands of a Pate from which there was no escape. These 
were ideas which followed him throughout the rest of his life
and, in spit© of all he could do to shake off M s  fears, haunted
him forever*

Other influences cam© through his life at Cambridge, 
which was pervaded by a spirit of sceptical cynicism*3*5 First, 
there was that of Matthews, whom he called his ”guide, philo
sopher, and friend”,35* but who, nevertheless, ”laughed at God

«zpand the Devil”. Second, there was that of Hobhouse, an

X)d i op. oit., Vol* X, p* 1330* Mtaurois, op. bit., p* 10731* Moore, op* city, Vol. II, p. 6332. Maurols, op.ci't*, p. 102
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unbeliever of a more serious nature, a real, thinker who pre
ferred the serious side of life*®3 Third, there was the 
less Important Influence of Davies, who spent a great part of 
h is time gambling, and who encouraged Byron to join him, much 
to the distaste of Hobhouse*®^

After Byron had received the degree of Master of Arts 
on July 4, 1808,®® the four friends were separated, but/jthair 
associations had left deep impressions on the mind of Lord 
Byron, and their friendship continued* Something of what these 
friendships meant to him may bo seen In a letter written by the 
poet, in 1811,36 a short time after the death of Matthews:

” Matthews was indeed an extraordinary man;It has not entered Into the heart of a stranger to conceive such a man: there m s  the stamp of immortality In all he said or did; - and now what is he? fftien we see such men pass away and be no more men, who seem created to display what the Creator could make his creatures, gathered Into corruption, before the maturity of minds that might have been the pride of posterity, what are we to conclude? For my own part, I am bewildered* To me he was much, to Hobhouse everything. - My poor Hobhouse doted on Matthews* For me, I did not love quite so much as I honoured him; I was Indeed so sensible of his infinite superiority, that though I did not envy, I stood in awe of It* He, Hob- house, Davies, and myself, formed a coterie or our own at Cambridge and elsewhere, Davies Is a wit and man of the world, and feels as much as such a character can do; but not as Hobhouse has been affected* Davies, who Is not a scribbler, has always beaten us all In the war of words, and ■ by his colloquial powers at once delighted and

33* Ibid*, p* 10234* Maurois, op. clt*» p* 10336* ibid** p . - w * —36* Wore* op* clt** Vol. II, p* 63
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kept us in carder# Hobhouse and I always had the worst of it with the other two; and even M# yielded to the dashing vivacity of S* D»n3£>
Enjoying close friendships with men of sceptical 

ideas, men whom he admired and esteemed very greatly, did much 
toward filling the mind of Lord Byron with diversified thoughts 
and emotions ©oncoming the problems of life*

5 6- /VU,-.*, O f .  ( l i t ;  Vel.IC; p. 63
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CHAPTER II

BYROH IK A RESTLESS AGE

I8hen Byron left college and went oat Into the world* 
he came in contact with a restless age# People were feeling 
the 0injustice and madness0 of the universe.#**’ The middle 
class was becoming important* and science was beginning to 
yield power to men Of all classes. It was an age of excitement 
and religious Inquiry*** The poet was prepared by his Inherit- 
ed characteristics and early contacts to take his place among 
the doubters and thinkers of the age* The spirit of the times 
was shown In the emotional' instability of Lord Byron,3 who 
kncw^mor® philosophy than-he could comprehend* seer consequently 
had no consistency except in polities# to which he was practical
ly Indifferent*

In the world* as well as In college, Byron had 
friends who took delight In questioning the orthodox and
philosophising on the problems of life and death. M ' *b W-Hefs
clye n d  a-v\^ "x e w>v viders 'the, d o u A \ s  u>»IW  v«V\A cVt VU e ^© e.t
Caiv̂ e v* eovt-Vixet u>W\\e C o v-r e«* ̂  o f uig*

 jqa.V-v\A-S ________

1* Maurois* op* cit*. Introduction* p. VIII2. Moore* op* cl^rTVol# II* p. 132 3* Boyd/ Literary Blasphemies y p. 194
NevAJ 1^17
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the Cambridge friendships continued, but with 
changes, Davies went on with his gambling and jesting until 
he was finally foreed to flee from England, before 1821* while 
Matthews m s  drowned in the Cam in 1810, Hobhouse^was a life* 
time friend* and ftnr was the most important of the three as
an influence in the life of Lord Byron,

From June 88, 1809, to July 84, 1810, Hobhouse 
traveled with Byron from England to Greece*^ He had a rather 
sobering and restraining Influence on the poet, who was 
naturally of more etv4e«dand rebellious nature than himself*
The travelers were held over in Albania for a while by a storm*

I 8elau; enabled Byron to become better acquainted with some of the
natives. He was delightfully impressed by the costumes and 
the religious enthusiasm of these people who chanted, tfThere is 
none other Cod than Allah”, 6 and preferred his love to his
money.6 As @ result of his admiration for these men ”of
violent passions, adept in murder and in friendship” his con
tempt for religion became greater* He had been in the company

4* Maurois, op* clt* Chapter XIII £$• Ibid*, p." j.8'9 8* Ilaurbi®, op* eit*, p* 131 T* Ibid,
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of Catholics, Protestants, Mussulmans, and Orthodox believers 
all within a short time, but he respected the Albanians most 
o f all* He wrote;

11X like the Albanians much; they are not all Turks| some tribes are Christians* But their religion makes little difference in their conduct”*8
It was enough to Byron that they were sincere In their beliefs
and passions*

Finally Byron and Hobhouse reached and toured Greece 
together* Byron was working on Chllde Harold, which Hobhouse 
thought 11 exaggerated and rhetorical”*® For a year the two had 
made fun of each other In a playful manner, but each became 
bored with the other* They parted at Constantinople, whence 
Hobhouse returned to England, leaving Byron to go back to 
Athens *1® At tills time Byron wrote to his mothers

"I am very glad to be once more alone, for I was sick of my companion, - ndt that he was a bad on©, but because my nature Ida&s me to solitude, and that every day adds to this disposition11*!!
To Hobhouse the parting was less agreeable* He wrote

In his journals
MTook leave, non sine lacrymls* of this singular young person, on a little stone terrace at the end of the bay,

Q*9*10, Ibid,11 • p* ISO

M&o&e, op* cit*, Vol* I, p* 299 Haurois, opT'clt*, p, 136
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dividing with hi® a little nosegay of flowers; the last thing perhaps that I shall ever divide with h i m ” .

In  a postscript to a letter to Byron, Hobhouse
wrote:

•l kept the half of your little nosegay till it withered entirely, and even then I could not bear to throw it away* 1 canft account for this, nor cay you either, I dare say"*3,3
Byron* s reply was less sentimental:

"Your last letter closes about a nosegay; I advise you to Introduce that into your next sentimental novel*X am sure I did not suspect you of any fine feelings, and I believe you were laughing, but you are welcome” *34
Regardless of the cramping influence of Hobhouse on 

the poet, he was one of the first persons Byron thought of on 
his return In 18I1*33 W  kevi B V fNIU+Ue'r d'i ei Vu. the
i^rstwe. B i j V cw  W - t o  + d  " tk w .^  4 >  H e  la Wau.se-

"There is to me something so incomprehensible in death, that X can neither speak nor think on the subject* Indeed, when I looked on the mass of corruption which was the being from whence I sprung, I doubted within myself whether I was, or whether

12* Ibid*is* ibia;14. US'l'd.15. MbfoS*. p. 151
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she m s  not* I have lost hex? who gave me "being* and same of those who mad© that being a blessing* I have neither hopes nor fears beyond the g r a v e "

Immediately : the death of his mother, e+fctfaSr
m^tt$AV£eU^'tO&m&V'ib* Myreki tM £t£e- of Qij^on

U^a-te. wSome corse hangs over mo and mine*My mother lies a corpse in this house; one of my best friends is drowned in a ditch* v/hat can I say* or think or do?*. *Peace be with the dead I Regret cannot wake them* With a sigh to the departed* let us resume the dull business of life* in the certainty that w© also shall have our repose"» 7
He invited Hobhouse to visit him at the Abbey, where they 

drank to the memory of Matthews. ,fW© will drink to his memory*” 
said Byron, "which though it cannot reach the dead* will soothe 
the survivors, and to them only death can be an evil".^

When Byron was married to Lady Milbanke, he took 
Hobhouse along to be his best man* After the ceremony, when 
Hobhouse had helped the bride into her carriage, Byron caught 
his hand twice and held it as if the separation were giving him. 
great pain, and Hobhouse was left with the feeling that he had 
lost a friend.^

In 1816, the two, together with Davies, were
In Switzerland,^ enjoying the glory and majesty of the mountain

16* Ibid.* p* 15617# Maurbis. op* cit*. p. 15718* Ibid*19* Tbigr. p. 282 20* TBIctr* p. 554
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0*1scenery* Prom ther© Byron and Hobhouse traveled to Italy*
1$hile In Milan, Byron was moved to tears by a painting of
Daniel Cresplfs which portrayed ”a canon lying in a coffin in
the middle of a church while the burial service was sung over 
him, and suddenly lifting the pall and emerging from the coffin 
with the exclamation — fI am damned by a just judgment!1 *
They traveled from Milan to Venice, whence Hobhouse departed 
for Rome* where he was later joined by Byron, JTn, Ro /we. 
Byron paid a lovely tribute to Hobhouse in the dedication to 
the fourth canto of Child© Harold $

w* * • one whom I have known long and accompanied far, whom I have found wakeful over my sickness and kind in my sorrow, glad in my prosperity andfirm In my adversity, true in counseland trusty in peril * to a friend oftentried and never found wanting”*^
In January, 1818, Hobhouse returned to England,^

leaving Byron to look out for himself* Hobhouse treated Byron
like a child and laughed at him, but Byron often controlled him**
self and acted as he would not otherwise have don© in order toAHkou-flTfiwin Hobhouse1 s approval*™ y^fcey loved each other dearly 
spent very few hows together without quarreling*

21* Ibid* * p. 371 22* TETeET» p. 375 23* TBTcL* * p* 390 S4* IBia** p* 394 MS* Ibid*, pp* 42
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Byron and Hobhouse were both very much in sympathy
with Hapoleon and with the Greek Revolution* On Friday, 
July 13, 1323, Byron said his last farewell to Hobhouse and

C&a May 14 of the following year, Hobhouse received news of

statement when ho advised Mrs* Leigh not to make public her 
knowledge that ever since Byron* s epileptic seizure, the poet

?TI daresay that the Bible was on his table* I have long recollected his having one near hiiaf it was a volume given to him by his sister, and I remember well seeing it on his table, but unless his mind was shaken by disease, I am confident ho made no superstitious use of it* * * *He often said to me: 1 It may be true*It is, as d?Alembert said, a grand peut~@tref; but I own that I think he was rather IncTln- ed to take the opposite line of thinking when I saw him at Pisa,f* 29
It seems logical that Byron lost something by his

close friendship with, a man who spoke of religion as a super
stition* Hobhouse was unsparing in his criticism and cynical 
mockery. Byron was sensitive had a sincere desire to have
Hobhouse admire him* It is barely possible that he could have 
hidden his real feelings from Hobhouco. A *t

left to give his life for the cause of Greek independence*^6

Byron*s death*^ At the same time he made a very significant

had had a Bible on his table

23* Ibid* * p* 500
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least when Byron went to Greece, away from the Influence of 
his friend, he seemed to change considerably his conception of 
religion,

V&ille Hobhouso was perhaps the most Important of 
Byron* s friends, inasmuch as he was more constantly with him 
than anyone el®©, there wore many others, six of whom - Dallas, 
Hodge son, Moore, Scott, Shelley, and Kennedy ■— must bo intro
duced as having exerted some religious Influence#

The first two, Dallas and Hodges on, Introduced them
selves to Byron about the same time by complimenting him on the 
publication of Hours of Idleness#

Dallas^was a translator and a novelist# Having heardavidof Byron*s book, he bought and read it,/(then wrote to its author:
wMy lord - your poems were sent to me a few days ago, I have read them with more pleasure than I can express, and I feel myself irresistibly impelled to pay you a tribute on the effusions of a noble mind in strains so truly poetic# # # Your poems, my Lord, are not only beautiful as compositions; - they bespeak a heart glowing with honour, and attuned to virtue, which Is infinitely the higher praise * * «I have no doubt that you will reflect more honour on the Peerage than the Peerage on you".**

Byron* s reply reveals his hatred of hypocrisy:
ffThough our periodical censors have been uncommonly lenient, I confess a tribute from a man of acknowledged genius Is still more flattering# But I am afraid I should forfeit

30# Ibid#, p# 97, ff#
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all claim to candour, if X did not decline such praise as I do not de- serve * • * * * my pretentions to virtue are unluckily so Tew, that though X should be happy to merit, X cannot accept, your applause in that respect#. • ♦ * The ©vents of my short life have been of so singular a nature that, though the pride coutaonly called honour has, and I trust ever will, prevented me from disgracing my name by a mean or cowardly action, I have been already held up as the votary of licentiousness^ and the disciple of infidelity • * * In morality, 1 prefer Confucius to the Ton Commandments, and Socrates to St* Paul (though the tiro latter agree in their opinion of marriage}* In religion, X favour the Catholic emancipation, but do not acknowledge the Pop©* » •I hold virtue, In general, or the virtues severally, to be only in the disposition, each a feeling, not a principle* I believe truth the prim© attribute of the Deity, and death an eternal sleep, at least of the body* You have here a brief compendium of the sentiments of the wicked George, Lord Byronj and, till I get a new suit, you will perceive that X am badly eloathed". 31
Dallas admired Byron very much and seemed to feel it 

his duty to reform him, for which purpose he wrote 32 and con- 
versed®3 ^$th him, and showed himself to be a friend at all 
ttm@s*34

Hodgeson also wished to reform Byron* While he was 
preparing to take orders,3® he paid a visit to Byron, who, in

31* Ibid.**** .UJXWfc*SI* Boot*, op. cit,. Vol. XI, p. 69 SS. Haurols, op. cit.. p. 115 9ft* Ibid., p. jESS38. Byron was 23 years of age at this time# 6f# Maurois, op* cit**p* 161* “ *
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tbs course of & discussion of poetry and religion* made tiie 
following remarks as to his religious beliefs:

"Christ came to save men; but a good pagan will go to heaven, and a bad. Hazarene to hell* * * * If mankind may be saved who never heard or dreamt, at T imbue too*Qtafeeito, Term Incognita* of Galilee and its prophet* Christianity is of no avail: if they cannot be saved without* why are not all orthodox? It is a little hard to send a man preaching to Judea* and leave the rest of the world - nagers tplcf) and what not ~ dark as their complexions* without a ray of light to lead them on high; and who will believe that God will dam men for not knowing what they wore never taught"* 36
Hodgeson tried to drive those beliefs from Byron* s 

«lnd Jjv.Wfe was unsuccessful in the attempt* although h© doubt** 
less had some part In directing the thoughts of the poet into 
religious fields*

The third of these six friends was Thomas Moore* a 
man with a scrupulous conscience,3,7 Vî10 enjoyed reading 
religious poetry and holding on to a fixed faith in immorta
lity,3** and who pitied rather than bleaned an atheist*3  ̂ Byron 
met Moore in 1812 because of a quarrel over a passage of satire 
^  ̂ fogllsfo Bards which offended M o o r e T h e y  were reconciled 
at a dinner^ and were good friends until Byron1 s death* In

3S* Maurois, op* cit*, p. 1629f# Moore, op* cit*, Vol. II, p* 241
m * ibi<u! TOX."TrP. 319Ibid** Vol* V* p. 321 , . 4l , , _l40* raSois, op* cit*, P. 166 The41* Ibid*, p.x§& of Mode's c^ccvvAmer ^  \ T \  xr n ^  \   Teff-re^. Gf. NK.oo^€_3 6^(2^-, U dX.CT,?, Si.
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1819* Moore paid a visit to Byron in Venice* While he was
thfli«| the Venetians insisted that he should persuade Byron 
to pursue more moral courses, Tor h© was breaking the local 
code by living with his mistresses* Moore j.Jimrarerf did not 
bore Byron with moral lectures* He enjoyed M s  association 
with the poet from a literary and social standpoint, and left 
Byron free to choose his own religious and moral code*

Sir Walter ~\ \ il I j Hi mu mi n , m s  more concerned about 
Byron’s religious connections, anBUpon their first meeting^®ke 
undertook to prophesy M s  conversion to the Homan Catholic 
faith:

WI would rather look to see your retreat upon the Catholic faith, and distinguish yourself by the austerity of your penances* The species of religion to which you must, or may, one day attach yourself mast exercise a strong power on the imagination”• s
Byron smiled at these remarks but did not object#

Sir Walter Scott had been right in his feeling that Byron’s 
needs could best be supplied by the Roman Catholic Church, 
and it may be that he helped Byron realize this fact#^

The fifth of these six friends whose influence

42* In John Murray’s office, 1816. Cf. Maurois, op* cit, p* 304 43* Ibid., n. 418 44*
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upon Byron was considerable, is Shelley, who, with his theory 
or ^universal love11, denied having any faith ̂  in the future, 
believed God and the Devil were merely projections of human 
tendencies, ^  and made himself very unpopular by attacking 
tee religious creeds and civil institutions of his country*^

. Byron and Shelley met at Geneva in 1816 and became very 
intimate* From that time their conversations were little 
less than a continued debate of wCalvinism versus radical** 
ism** Shelley believed nthat things are dependent on 
man, that man1 s life is of his own making”, and Byron con
tended *tb&t evil is an external reality against which all 
human effort must shatter itself”*

”To those questions which Byron had been asking of the Universe since childhood, Shelley, in his piercing voice, brought answers of a subtle novelty*Byron wondered who had created this vrorld, a God or a Devil; and Shelley, the atheist idealist, believed God and the Devil to be projections of human tendencies* «*.«. The sol© natural reality in Shelley1 s ©yes was Beauty, which was identifiable by Harmony, and was to be found, fragmentari - ly, in fine evenings on the lake, in birds, in stars, in the eyes of women*” 50
Byron did not agree with Shelley1 s pantheism* To

him, things were not so simples

45* 3bid** Vol* V, p* 32046* lEurois, op* cit** p* 34147* Taylorj Modern British Plutarch* p* 3948* JSaurois, dp«n' c¥t« p * 4o8 "49* Ibid**80* jC&iiJ * *** p* 341
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"Evil did exist* Evil was a Sins within his own soul h© beheld a con-* filet whose issue he could not perceive***He, for his part, knew very well that men are complex and unhappy. * ». Byron* s mind was far too definite to contrive to cloak his faults with gilded mists of doctrine* He knew that man is not good...*. He desired action, heroic and definite, for a people knom and visible ***** Byron the realist, (Opposed to Shelley, the idealist), was in flight from a society which h© desired to ©on- quer# * * Byron knew several Byrons, and his conflict was internal « • • He did not believe, as Shelley did, in the omnipotence of man in re-creating the universes he recognised that he was surrounded by divine and diabolical forces • * • For Byron the Creator existed* but the creation was bad* Cain was right in complaining of the God of Israel, Prometheus in his cursing of Jovef and he, Georg© Gordon Byron, the innocent victim of his blood* s fatality, he too belonged to this race of the great rebels"*
Bespit© this difference In the essential beliefs

of Shelley and Byron, Shelley* s Influence over the poet 
grew so much that Byron allowed Shelley to read to him 
the poems of Wordsworth. Byron learned to enjoy Wordsworth, 
and even Introduced the peace and solitude of nature Into

Hie last of these six friends and the on© whom
Byron met latest in life m e  Dr. Kennedy, who was stationed



23

on the Island of Metadata where Byron took a house in 
1S23* Dr* Kennedy, a Scotsman, of deep religious con
victions, was endeavoring to put the Bible into the hands 
of the Greeks of the Ionian isles* Soon after Byron1 s 
arrival on the island, there was a religious meeting which 
he was given permission to attend after having expressed 
his desire to be converted#^ The following is Maurois* 
account of the meeting5"

QSyronfJ sat on a sofa at Kennedy’s, the others formed a circle round the table, and the doctor began his ejqposition*,fHis first theme was the difference between the Bible and the Christianity of mm* Byron had promised to listen patiently, but all eyes were on him, and he soon began to talk* Ho had been brought up, he said, on very religious lines by his mother5 questions of religion had always been passionately interesting to him; he had read numerous works of theologys but he could not understand the Scriptures* Sincere believers, he added, he would always respect and trust more than he would other mm; but he had met too many pious people whose conduct was far other than the principles they professed."Ihen, after a few words about his old friends, Eve and the Serpent, he returned to the difficulty which had always dogged him - the existence in the world of dreadful and meaningless evils, a fact which could not be reconciled with the existence of a benevolent Creator* For Instance, he said, he had made a point of talking with nearly all the bodily infirm whom he had met, and had generally observed that their story was one of misery and sadness almost from birth* ’How had

M *  Ibid** p* 505 55# Ibid** p# 507rr o ''WrT—r* { ■ _•» „
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these offended their Creator to be thus subjected to misery? and why do they live and die In this wretched state, most of them without the Gospel being preached to them and of what use are they in this world?Many are constantly suffering under bodily evils and paints j many are suffering from constant pressure of poverty! many are doomed to incessant toll and labour , immersed in ignorance and superstition, and neither having time nor capacity to read the Bible even if it ere presented to them1*11
It seems that Byron monopolised the meeting* but

'reM*'+*'sKennedy, Instead of resenting called on Byron to con
tinue the discussion. He was surprised to find that Byron
was an admirer of the Bible ^  and that he had acquired a
rather thorough knowledge of it* When Dr* Kennedy insisted 
on Byron*s mending his way of living, Byron replied:58

fffI ai now in a fairer way* I already believe in predestination, which I know you believe, and in the depravity of the human heart in general, and of my own In particular* Thus you see there are two points in which we agree * * * *You cannot expect me to become a perfectChristian at once * • « What would you have me do?*
11 * Begin this very night to pray that God would pardon your sins,I” answered Kennedy*
n * That would be asking too much, my dear doctor,’ said Byron*”5’*

It may be seen in these accounts of Byron’s friend
ships and associations with thinking people of a restless 
and doubting age, that the poet met with varied opinion

e'£. ± .b i£
STm Ibid.. p, 508; Mette, e> P■ (LA• VJ.'SX p.XS 58. TS33T. ff). >
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concerning the questions which h© was always asking himself 
about life and religion# He valued and weighed all answers 
which came to him, believing some and doubting others, and 
passing from on© to the other* Through this process his 
mind developed so that he was more and more able to compre
hend the thing® which he did not at first understand*

/viast <af J>\s \ife- collecting and sorting the 
opinions of others which, in the end, became a part of him. 
Byron Is indeed a part of all he met* Hencd he is not easily 
understood. The contradictory nature of his writings makes 
It difficult to Judge what his real opinions wore ,^9 anci 
indicate that he did not form very definite conclusions of 
his own early in life*

®9* Guiceioli: Lord Byron* p* 160
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CHAPTER III

LITERARY INFLUENCES

tjd I), said that s
**Byron emotionally sums up th© philosophy of an age or transition like our own and consequently his work, if little read, presents curious parallel© to that element in contemporary li^e and literature which causes disquietude to the sedate”-?̂

It has been shown In Chapters I and II that 
Byron’s associations and friendships with people had quit© 
an important Influence on his thoughts and opinions* Byron’s 
reading doubtless had a similar effect on his life.

A statement made by Dr* Blennie ̂  shows the early 
trend of th© poet’s readings

nHIs reading in history and poetry was far beyond the usual standard of his

1* Boyd, op* cit*, p* 1272* Something ofHEhis spirit Is seen In Don Juans 
nX hope It is no crime To laugh at all things For I wish to knowWhat* after all, are all things - but a show?1*3* A physician of Dulwich chosen to treat Byron’s lamefoot and at the same time to instruct him* Cf. Moore, op* cit*, Vol* I, p* 46.
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age, and in my study he found many hooks open to him* both to please his taste and gratify his curiosity; among others, a set of our poets from Chaucer to Churchill, which i am almost tempted to say he perused from beginning to end. He showed at this age (lie was eleven,*) an Intimate acquaintance with the historical parts of the Holy Scriptures, upon which he seemed delighted to converse with me, especially after our religious exercises of a Sunday evening; when he would reason upon the facts contained in th© Sacred volume with every appearance of belief in the divine truths which they unfold”*̂
As further proof of the extensiveness of Lord

Byron*s reading, I quote a letter which he wrote to one
of his teachers at Harrow* Dr, Drury:

ffTiIl I was eighteen years old (odd as it may seem) I had never read a review* But while at Harrow, my general information was so great on modern topics as to induce a suspicion that I could only collect so much Information from Reviews, because X was never seen reading, but always idle, and in mischief, or at play* The truth Is, that I read eating, read in bed, read when no on© else read, and had read wh©sa .jao one and had all sortsof reading since I was five years old.

4* Byron’s first nurse’s husband s.a/vAod that Byron, when a mere child, was ^particularly inquisitive and puzzling about religion”* Gf* Moore, op* cit*, Vol* I, p% 46*
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and yet never met with a Review* which is the only reason I know - of* why I should not have read them"«
While Cambridge* in 1808, Byron wrote to

Dallas a letter in which he said:
"As to my reading* I believe I may aver* without hyperbole, it has been tolerably extensive in the historical5 so that few nations exist* or have existed* with whose records I am not in some degree acquainted* from Herodotus down to Gibbon# Of the classics* X know about as much as most schoolboys after a discipline of 13 years; of the law of the land as much as enables me to keep * within the statute* «* to us© the poacher’s vocabulary# I did study the Spirit of Laws and the Law of Nations;- m WWMW K M M M W  »» . , OWjlB IIIÎUJ I II* #*LI Milbut mien I saw the latter violated ©very month* I gave up my attempts at so us©<* less an accomplishment; - of geography*I have seen more land on maps than I should wish to traverse on foot; ~ of mathematics* enough to give me the headache without clearing the part affected; «* of philosophy* astronomy* and metaphysics* more than I can comprehend# * * * * **

It would be impractical as well as \ Wi^ 
possible in : +U » * ?afe*f to give a complete precis
of the literature which Byron read# Be was particularly in
terested in history* philosophy* and religion* but he did 
not stop with reading literature on these subjects# It will
serve here to mention a few authors of philosophical and
religious writings whose works Byron read and who seemed to 
fee representative thinkers of the day# I do not know the

S . p.6o6# Ibid# , p. 194



order In which Byron re ad th© works of these men*
X shall deal with them in chronological order*—as Locke, 
Voltaire, Hume, Rousseau, Gessner, and Cuvier**̂

Look®,® an English philosopher of Puritan stock, 
based his religious views on th© limits of human knowledge*
He believed he had proved th© existence of God and "natural” 
religion* He showed a strong belief in revelation and a 
reverence for the Holy Scripture* He considered it necessary 
to accept Jesus Christ as the Messiah* His earnestness 
and sincerity, based on common sense, did much to mold the 
eighteenth century English theology*

Voltaire,' was thought of, in his own age, as 
both poet and philosopher; but today there is doubt as to

9whether he should b© called either* His greatest philo
sophical work is th© Dictlonnalre Phllosophique, which is 
largely composed of th© articles Voltaire contributed to 
the Sncyolopddie» It shows, more than any of his other 
works, his anti-religious spirit. He \ised the articles in 
this collection for the purpose of striking at the Bible, 
the Church, and the political institutions of the day*

Home," a British philosopher, historian, and 
political economist, wrote four Dissertations: The Natural

*f* 1 am dealing here with mere summaries of opinions only
mm far as they may have affected Byron* The facts were obtained from the Encyclopedia Brlttanlea*8* Boore, op. cit.. VolT T, pVT§6*• WBnapog.a. op. eft. » p. 102
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History off Religion* Off the Passions* Off Tragedy» and 
Off the Standard Taste* The fflrst off these concerns the 
dels tic controversy* In this * Home contends that poly
theism was the earliest and most natural form off religious 
belief and that theism or deism is the product off reflec
tion upon experience* The second off the Dissertations 
contains the substance off the Treatise which Is the most 
complete exposition off Ulnae's philosophy — that off an un
willingness to accept as rational the existence off th© 
world* Besides these works, Hume wrote Dialogues on
Hatural Religion In which he denied the possibility off

jtoproving the existence off God*
Rousseau, 3-3- a sentimental deist, entirely un

disciplined in anything but the emotional side off religion, 
took reffuge In a kind off natural religion which was fashion
able in his time. Byron was an admirer off Rousseau and was 
able to enlist on th© philosopher's side all off his own 
friends - most off the younger men and women off Europe from 
1820 to I860* Rousseau was tolerated by others because h©

xzdid not make ffun off religion while expounding his theories*
The Per Tod Abels off Gesaner, Swiss poet,3-2 painter 

and etcher, was translated into nearly every European 
language was enjoyed by Scott and Wordsworth, as well as 
by Lord Byron* The extreme popularity off the book was pro—

2 0 . Maa-re^, a_E OAt. Uoi.X,U« Xbid*.pp* 218 and 267 
12* laurels, op* cit*, p* 31
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bably due to the Tact that in it were combined a keen 
observation and love of nature and a deep religious f eel- 
Sag, and strong patriotism#

Cuvier, the French naturalist, was interested 
in the structure of fossil and living animals# One of his 
most important works was Letters of Toleration# Thomas 
Howe found that Byron had been reading Cuvier , and warned 
M m  thus as to the dangers of the philosopher: -

WI look upon Cuvier’s book to be a most desolating one in the conclusions to which it may lead some minds# But the young, the simple, - all those whose hearts one would like to keep unwithered, trouble their heads but little about Cuvier# You, however, have embodied him in poetry which everyone reads; and, like the wind, blowing fwhere you list1, carry this deadly chill, mixed up with your own fragrance, into the hearts that should be visited only by the latter# This - is what I regret and what, with all my influence,I would deprecate a repetition of”
It cannot be determined just how much influence

each of these writers had on the life of Lord Byron, but no
doubt they had their share in controlling the trend of the
poet1s thoughts and the apparently contradictory nature of
his writings# Lord Byron was easily impressed by the
thinkers of an age of doubt#

Although Byron read widely among the works of his
predecessors and contemporaries, he did not neglect the

.1$, Letts* to Byron from Moore, March 16, 1822. Cf# Moore, OP* cit## Vol# 5, p* 321#
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search for first-hand Information about his religious 
questions In the reading or the Holy Bible*

It has already been ^ai \ ' in connection
with the early personal influences that May Gray was 
largely responsible f or the early age at which Byron 
became Interested in the Bible. She taught him to repeat 
a number of Psalms* among which were the first and the

acquaintance with the Bible may be observed In a letter 
written by the poet to Murray, in 1321* Among a list of 
things Byron wished to have sent to him is a request 
that Murray send him a ’’Bible* of good legible print

”1 have one| but as It was the last gift of my sister (whom I shall probably never see again)* I can only use it carefully* and less frequently, because I like to keep it In good order*Don’t forget this for I am a groat reader and admirer of those books* and had read them through and through befo re  I was eight years old, - that Is to say* the Old Testament* for the new struck me as a task, but the other as a pleasure.I speak as a boy from the recollected impressions of that period at Aberdeen In 1796*”
Reference has already been made to Dr* llennie’s

Statement about the eleven year old Byron’s intimate ac-

twenty-third• ̂  Further testimony of Byron’s childhood

(bound in russ , He continued thus

qnaintance with Biblical Hi story.15 To that statement

14. Ibid,. Vol. 1, p. 14 /+*.«*„-re,££.e*l \}r>l.I-, 265
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Br# Glennie added;
wthat the impressions thus ira- bibed in his boyhood, had, notwithstanding the irregularities of his after life, sunk deep into his mind, will appear, I think, to ©very impartial reader of his works in general; and 1 never have been able to divest myself of the persuasion that, in the strange aberrations which so unfortunately marked his subsequent career, he must have found it difficult to violate the better principles early instilled into himrf# * * aL

Dr# Glennie*® story concerning Byron1 s knowledge 
of the Scripture is corroborated by an incident which 
happened in 1806* John Becker, a Southwell clergyman 
who often advised Byron," -told him that instead of wast
ing his time on contemporary literature, he should spend 
more time perusing the pages of Milton and Shakespeare, and 
”above all seek to elevate his fancy and taste by the con- 
templaticn of the sublimer beauties of th© Bible”* It was 
found that this advice in regard to the Holy Scripture had 
been anticipated by Byron, for Becker found him proficient 
In discussing the poetical parts of the Scripture#^ Since, 
however, Lord Byron1s letters contain numerous references 
to Scriptural personages and Biblical passages, such testi
monies as those just given are unnecessary in the proof of 
Byron1s superior knowledge of all parts of the Holy Book* 

Byron1 s favorite characters seem to be Adam and

7̂ <2.. ~0jEq±±, \Jol T,P> V£ '16# Maurols, p* 9d, op# cit*IV# Moore, op# clt>» AfSlTTT p* 120



EV*,18 Caln,l® Solomon,^® Moses,^1 and above all, Job*^
Adam and Eve signified to him the beginning of the world 
and tee Introduction of man, in all his weakness* f£he 
story of Gain embodied his early conception of predestina
tion, which followed him to the grave* Solomon was an 
example of wisdom and a kind of measuring rod for making 
comparisons, Moses* the great law-giver* set forte the 
moral ©ode which Byron knew should serve as a guide for 
all humanity* Job m s  the symbol of patience and the 
model for suffering and wretched humanity*

Bible—  Elijah,^* Pharaoh*^ Joshua,^ Noah*®® Abraham*^

He said teat he named his daughter Ada* feminine for Adam*

appears in direct references to ^ i -l1̂ 1 •u-r.T̂ rr r±■ imu-

18* Ibid*» p* 15719*. Vol* II, p* 521* Byron wrote Cain, a drama*vCTVPr Vrtf T « T K«Tr ————

Byron mentioned many other characters of the

B&vld*^8 Joseph*2  ̂Laniech,30 Peter#^l PauJ,^2 and others*

who is mentioned In Genesis as the wife of Lamech*^
Further proof of Byron’s knowledge of the Bible
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(1) "The region is desolated where God created man In M s  own image.*1
(8) "I shall go to her. but she shall not return to me.ff
(3) "the women of Ravenna transfer marriage to adultery, and strike not out of th© Commandment,rr 36
(4) "You might as well have me on*a pale horsef Ilk© Death in Revelations* ** ”
(5) "Out of Chaos God made a world#* 38
(6) "Pluck that mot© from my neighbor* s eye*" 39
(7) ' In whose name two or three are gathered together*"
(8) "All is vanity*" 4=1
VMle thcs.«* selections do not show intimate 

knowledge, because they suggest well-known passages, they 
reveal some knowledge of both the Old and the Hew Testament, 
and therefore are worthy of being mentioned*

Byron* s knowledge of the Bible does not,., by -nittydlkoes \t \v\«i \CLate. a- C* rvtPlete prove a profound belief, understanding of its
teachings. Xt proves only M s  Intense Interest, which may
have been, to a certain extent, a literary interest* In

34* Ibid** Vol* III, p* 33735* 'Samuel 11, XII, 23, quoted on AllegraTs tomb* Seo Moore, op* cit*» Vol* V, p* 335*
m* Ibid,, p7T2SS~"S». VRVflFT  ̂tv, ri_ 340at, ibiat. vol. iv, p. &33. Ib'IcL". vol. V, p. 58 
89. 18337. Vol. I, p. 114
40. Tstar. vol. ii, p. 8Q641. w a g ,  p. 298
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1BS3, Byron astonished Kennedy by asking him questions 
about the Devil and the Witch-of Endor* The poet made 
this remark/ .hieh shows he, at least, did not overlook 
th© literary value of the Bible;

"I have always thought this the. finest and most finished witches cone that ever was written or conceived# It beats all the ghost-scenes I ever read, The finest conception on a similar subject is that of Goethe*© devil, MephistophelesjSî H ; and though of course you will give -the priority to the former, as being inspired, yet the latter, if you know it, will appear to you one of the finest and most sublime specimens of human conception^# 4
B̂ iaWis intense interest in Biblical literature led 

*Hbw& to translate into scriptural prpse English, from 
Armenian, two Epistles, which Byron says, are ,fa corres
pondence between St# Paul and the Corinthians, not to be 
found in our version, but the Armenian.u# They seemed 
to Byron J’uike orthodox#^

In this chapter, we have seen that Lord Byron 
read widely in books which dealt with the philosophy and 
religion of his contemporaries# In the next, we shall 
observe the melancholy, fatalistic and superstitious ten
dencies in the make-up of the poet, in order that we may

42* Maurois, op# cit#, p. 50845# Moore, op# cit™, Vol. III, p. 370; f,The only possible claim or these epistles to authenticity arises from the circumstance of St. Paul having (according to th© opinion of Mosheim and others) written an opistle to the Corinthians, before that which we now call his first* They are, however, universally given up as spurious.”
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feetfcw understand the Impressions which these books, as 
well a® the previously discussed personal associations,^ 
mad® on M s  mind*

44* Chapters I and XI or this dis cues ion



CHAPTER IV

THE MELANCHOLY, FATALISTIC, 
AND

SUPERSTITIOUS LORD BxRON



38

CHAPTER IV

THE MELANCHOLY, FATALISTIC 
AND

SUPERSTITIOUS LORD B2ROH

One explanation of the contradictory nature of 
Lord Byron Is the fact that he was often under the Influence 
of a deep melancholy*-*- This infirmity caused him to magnify 
his griefs and Invent them where none existed,® to Indulge 
In morbid thought and to entertain murderous intentions 
against those whom he loved most* It caused him to make 
light of what he valued^ and to sacrifice every Just feel
ing to the Impulse of the mood* Reaction, however, always 
brought with it a feeling of deep regret and an attitude 
which could but secure willing forgiveness from those 
whom he had Injured*^ When suffering from injured pride 
or some Imaginary wrong, he of ten sought relief In libertin
ism, or indulged in riotous mirth which, for the time being, 
saved him from the pain of hate*^ At times he would flee 
from society to a high rock,^where he could gaso at the

1« Symon: Byron in Perspective, p* 692* Ibid. . c T w "  **""*3* loorg£ op* cit* m Vol. V, p* 514* Symon, op* cTt™*, p* 696» Moore, op* cTET, Vol. V, p* 526. Ibld» , TOI.TT7 p* 1
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sky and water, or %© a tomb where h© could sit and 
meditate on th© dead within*7 In one breath he would 
It discussing clubs and dimer parties as if he enjoyed 
them 9 and expressing a feeling that he was beginning 
to like everybody, and In the next, uttering with a sigh, 
®Han delights not mew*9 He imagined that all the world 
m s  against he brooded over criticism and dis~

foeappointed affections, and spentthe greater portion of 
his life trying to ^harden his h e a r t ® K  
plrtoly. He even cultivated an air of melancholy in order 
to secure attention from the gay crowd around him* He 
contrived to appear ill and cruel to all he met and, to 
this end, painted himself as a dark and solitary being,J2 
Yet, beneath his mask of melancholy, there lurked a kind 
and sympathetic nature which was willing to make any 
sacrifice for friend or enemy* He was kind alike to ser~ 
vants,*^ beggars ,̂-4 and &ogs,x^ to Englishmen,^ Turks,l7 
and Greeks*!® Be once said, Mi could not have slept satis-

7» i&i&L* Vo1* X1* P* 4 * Vo1* x * P* 770# Vol* III, p* 253
9 * V o 1 * I X I * *>• 710* T M 3** p. 20011* Hobr©, op* cit*, Vol. III, p* 8712m Brecknock: Byron, p, 149IS# Moore, op* o"ft*V Vol* VI, p* 216 * Vol * "V, p* 190 
is* IESE* Vol* I, p* 222 16* TO5CI Vol* VI, p* 164T K W “ >■* _ iftoIf* !&£&». p* 162 18. Ibid** Vol* I, p. 122
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fled with the reflection of having unintentionally in- 
jured any Individual®*!® ‘The testimonies of friends and 
critics have confirmed M s  statement*®®

The connecting link between Lord Byron* s melan~ 
choly disposition and his religious life is M s  belief in 
fate or fortune* It is on© of the underlying causes of 
his hypochondria and forms an essential part of his religion« 
In everything he did, he seemed to feel the hand of Pate 
forcing him to act in that way* Many examples of such a 
feeling may be found in his correspondence*

19* Brecknock* op* eit,3 p. 149An incident oF'THa^kindnes s while still a school-boy is told by Moores
*'£Byroi0 happened to be in a book-seller1 s shop at Southwell* when a poor woman came in to purchase a Bible* The price, she was told by the shopman* was eight shillings* f Ah, dear sir,* she exclaimed* 11 did not think it would cost half the money*1 The woman was then, with a look of disappointment * going away* «* when young Byron called her back* and made her a present of the Bible*® - Of * Ibid** Vol* I* p. 137
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that lie 1mm if M s  hxmr bad come he would die*
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here into a f caserns 
large enough for adungeons below and cells in the ’walls* and so full of̂ giposts, that the learned Fletcher (»y valet) has begged leave to change his room, and then refused to oeeupyhis new row* because there were sears 'ghosts there than in the ether* It Is quite true that there are tost extraordinary noises (as in all old buildings}* which have terrified the servants so as to Incommode me ex- Ther© Is one place whereupj for
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. m m o J£j P- 2 / ............ 1......."'"Ir'™'"' ' _41* Ibid** pm 292+ Bate of letter̂  Deceiver 10* 1821
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family# ( thm same mentioned to to hie dream* as M s  per~ rith Bimanual)* and has had a fierce m m m  ©r two to its time# fhe ©to* * to said to have teen Xt to net tor a fire* What a
*X am# however* bothered about>t (as they say the last too)* ©fwham X have aeon nothing* nor* indeed* myself)j but all the other ears have been regaled by all kinds of supernatural sounds* to© first X thought X heard an odd noise* but it 3ms not h e m  repeated# X have now been here wore than a month**

Byron’s superstitious nature « n  inseparably
connected with M s  religion* so mneh so that superstition
boeame a bind of substitute for religion*^2

4fc# told** Vol. X* p. 206
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following statement In regard to the effect of nature upon 
Byrons

”1 shall go over my old seas and mountains, the only acquaintances I ever found improve upon m e % ^
Later, however, he wrote, to the contrary, that

even the power and the glory, around, above, and beneath
him have failed to lighten his heart*^

The rocks and rivers, mountains and valleys were
his friends, and very desirable ones because they allowed
Byron to be himself, and they remained unchanged in attitude
no matter what his thoughts, Yet, they did not assume
the voice of God, and advise him as to his actions* There
was something in the recklessness and freedom of the
different objects and actions of the natural world that
seemed to sympathize with the wild recklessness of the
poetfs being* It was not the voice of God, nor that of
the Devil, but it was simply that of a fellov/—creation, of,
perhaps, a more important, because a more lasting, creation*

Ibid**xfxld** x, p*III, p* 268
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«^Ltos» alters, shrines* and relies give on© something 
tangible to grasp.*® Byron refused to allow his daughter 
is m a i n  with Shelley*®' because there was danger that 
her religious feelings might he disturbed, iMce sent her

t c U C; ou.sto a convent that/^sswh feelings might he cultivated m id 
that she might he made the possesses of that peace which 
pas not his to seeure, Toward the end of his life, he 
wrote*

*X am no m m ?  to religion, hut the contrary* X am educating my natural daughter a strict Catholic*X think people can never have ©ncm^i of re£±gi<mt I incline very much to Catholic doctrine*1,*4
Again* he wrote;

•fiat religion* X favor the Catholic
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i s m  rad c€ sera assurance of future 
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&  speaking of the death of Matthews, Byron eon» 
t m*ra& teat he « s  was bewildered «©sr the question of 
do&tlu^ A short tins© afber that, he said that the dead 
*ar« at rootj end none h a t  the t e e d  e r a  he so*** ° l t  

wee the comparative insignificance of ourselves rad o w

-# « r le& to p o r r a e t e  histself that it stakes
so difference dhether raw believes in the immortality of 
the s o u l  os* rat** "Tim© ansi decide (radj eternity wonft 
he less agreeable or r a w  horrible because one did rat 
a x p e e t  It**** h e a t h ,  Byron said, will level all c l a s s

led 
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bemuse i H  m t  11© teem quietly together*6 
11* failed be m e  anything very terrible in a dreamless 
©leap, ate sated rat conceive of ray existence which 
rated rat femme tiresome after a whlle*T Ha knew what 
te m s ,  feat did rat know teat he might be later*8 He 
thought sf death as peaceful, ate felt that sorrow fra 
tee dead la ralflte,^ ate doubted *that we have any right 

tee t e d  fra their ora rakes* *3® h© said teat 
ate Christianity are rat necessary t e a  
death* *Men died calmly before 

a s  slum without

set of
Byron himself had no fear of death* He 

rat his burial place at tee foot of a stone in
«* m i m m  th« »Btto w r a  aaasa* *° * epitaph.1*
He ted rat kraw which Is best, life or death\6 but he was 
rat afraid to die* On his deathbed, he raid, *Po rat
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think I am afraid to die - I am not"; and in his last
moments he said he did not care for death, hut he could
not bear the pain*-1’6

Just what would happen to him after his death,
did not pretend to know,3-7 but he seemed to feel that 
wasdeath a great adventure which would more than likely

iŜ B̂ er̂ hla condition. At times he indulged himself in
the feeling that death is merely a long repose,and in
other moments he persuaded himself that the soul is
separated from the body and goes into another world,19
He, at least, thought of that future world as a better
place than this, Lamartine once called Byron the flchantre
d* enfer", which the poet considered Ma pretty title to

20give a man for doubting if there be any such place11.
He thought "eternal sleep better than agonized vigil11,
"But,** he said, “men cling to life so they would probably

21prefer anything to quiet11. He felt that if ever the soul 
left the body, man would fight to keep it out," and he 
“feared" that he would live hereafter,9®

16, Ibid., Vol* VI, p. 2110.7, Ibid. , p. 26318* Maurois, op. cit., p, 14219; Moore, op. oiTTTVol. Ill, p. 19920. Ibid., Wl.“T?7 P* 33021. TEIcCT, Vol. V, p. 31522. TbTd’.', Vol. IV, p. 523. TElcT, p. 195
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Toward Ito end of tos life*
aoa6 1to immortality of tto soul* The nearer 

to m e  to death* tto wore to seemed to t ry to

*1% has been said** wrote Byron* In 1821* "that tto immortality 
toe soul Is a grand p i t o t n  «* tot still it la a grand one* Everybody clings to it •* tto stupidest* and dullest* and wickedest of human still persuaded that he la

In answer to a prayer tor Byron* tto poet noted (1821) tto
of tto believer over the sceptic t

“If there to no hereafter* they believer#) can to with tto infidel*Joyed hope without disappoint- aost9 since out of nothing* nothing can arise* 1 msm’s ereed does not upon himself; faith grows weak; sceptic gram to he a believer®*3
111 of Byron’s hope®* fears and thoughts on 

Immortality merely led him to one conclusion* and that Is 
t o t  to could only guess what would happen after dsato* He 
kept asking himself* “Is there anything toyondt* and answer
ing with another question: “Who knows?* This uncertainty 
followed him to tto grave*

24* Xbid«* Vol* V* p* 86 26# !flbid** pp« 289-90
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Byron died, says Count G-aaiba, *in a strange land 
end a m m gut strangers* hut nsre loved, more sincerely wept 
he never could have teen whenever he had breathed M s  last* 
Snell i n  Use ettaehBumt# mingled with a sort of reverence 
and enthusiasm, with which he inspired these around hlia 
that there m s  not one or us the would net, for his sake,

J2.6have willingly encountered easy dsegee in the world**
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o o m m m m

After having read and studied tto correspondence 
ef Iasi Byroa and collected such passagosas could be 
found concerning tto poet** thoughts on religion# I still 
find difficulty in giving a concise estimate of bis 
religious opinions* because tto poet M m s d f  m s  never 
a w n  of bis beliefs*

ftore is only a s  doctrine of religion that 
Byron accepted with absolute conviction at all tiaa« 0©d 
m s  a reality to hint* He placed a lasting faith in tto 
Mains Creates* who tod arranged' M s  life for bin# Churches* 
bishops# priests# creeds of all kinds were unnecessary to 
M b #  Be ofton wished that to could believe firmly in 
Christianity and tto immortality of tto soul* but he was 
never convinced beyong reasonable doubt* Byron seemed to 
feel that to could be much happier if to could convince 
himself of the truth of tto Homan Catholic faith# which 
to preferred above all others* H© pondered over religion# 
especially ever death and the soul# For moments to sewed 
to be convinced of ear tain truths# but these flashes of 
seeming belief were merely evidences of his great desire



to have him atfnd at rest* All of M s  dOT&ts and all or 
M i  dflilri to believe did not advance M i  beyond the 
stats of unsertatmty* Be consoled himself by arguing 
that shat «n**» saa&et change the state or aTMBsmm#,
so that it makes no difference what opinions be nay bold# 
1to 1 0 M  will go «  and all people will ant death* fee** 
Movers end unbelievers alike* fboae who expect nothing 
eannst be disappointed* rat those who do* have the sd« 
vantage of f a m  e d  tope in this world* Byron arrived 
stopip at mm eonelnslen* and that is that M s  sdnd m s  
incapable of grasping the whole truth* *1here mast be a 
sane or tee lacking in mortals#* be wrote# for ®wh«re 
m s b  is to be grasped# we are at a 1

1* Moore# j V o l #  IV# p» 26
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