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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO STUDY

E ach  y e a r  M atthew Whaley E le m e n ta ry  T e a c h e rs  p u r s u e  th e  

s tu d y  o f  C h i ld  G rowth and  D evelopm ent a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d a l l y  

c la s s ro o m  c u r r i c u lu m  an d  a l s o  a s  a  t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  th e  

w eek ly  f a c u l t y  m e e t in g s .  The q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  p rog ram  

o f  g u id a n c e  m o d i f i e s  a s  t e a c h e r s  grow i n  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  b oys  and  g i r l s .

THE PROBLEM

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  p ro b le m . A c a s e  s tu d y  o f  how a  p r e 

a d o l e s c e n t  c h i l d  was h e l p e d  t o  m o d ify  h e r  b e h a v io r  and  accom- 

l i s h  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k  p e c u l i a r  t o  h e r  m a t u r i t y  l e v e l .

P u rp o s e  o f  t h e  s t u d y . The n a t u r a l  d e v e lo p m en t o f  some 

c h i l d r e n  i s  s low ed  up o r  b lo c k e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  u n r e s o lv e d  

p ro b le m s .  As t e a c h e r s  l e a r n  t o  l i s t e n  an d  i n t e r p r e t  th e  con

v e r s a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  As th e y  s tu d y  i n t e r - p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

i n  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n s  t h e y  become b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  r e c o g n iz e  symptoms 

o f  m a la d ju s tm e n t  an d  o f f e r  more e f f e c t i v e  g u id a n c e .  T h is  s tu d y  

shows t h a t  t h e  e n v iro n m e n t  o f  th é  s c h o o l  can be m a n ip u la te d  to  

p r o v id e  r i c h  new e x p e r i e n c e s ,  new i n s i g h t s  and  p e r s o n a l i t y  r e 

e d u c a t i o n .

T h is  s tu d y  shows ( I )  how th e  p e r s o n a l  g u id a n c e  o f  th e  t e a c h e r ,  

( 2 ) how th e  g u id a n ce  t h a t  comes th r o u g h  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  th e  g roup  

and  how th e  g u id a n c e  th r o u g h  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g  and



and  a tm o s p h e re  i n  a  c la s s ro o m  p l a y  upon a  c h i l d  and  f u r n i s h  

an  e n v iro n m e n t  w i t h i n  w h ic h  th e  c h i l d  a s  a  p e r s o n  h a s  h e r  

own s t r u g g l e  i n  m aking a  s e l f  o f  h e r s e l f .

J u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s t u d y .  The w r i t e r  u n d e r to o k  t h i s  

s tu d y  p r i m a r i l y  to  f u r n i s h  c la s s ro o m  a n e c d o t a l  r e c o r d s  o f  

p r e - a d o l e s c e n t  c h i l d r e n  t o  a  member o f  th e  D e p ar tm en t o f  

E d u c a t io n  o f  W il l ia m  and Mary C o l l e g e ,  who was on l e a v e  work

i n g  w i th  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  C h i ld  D evelopm ent s e t  up by th e  

A m erican  C o u n c i l  o f  E d u c a t io n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h ic ag o .

The c a s e  s tu d y  p r e s e n t e d  from  t h i s  d a t a  was done t o  e s t a b l i s h  

th e  t e a c h e r ' s  t e c h n i q u e  o f  g u id a n c e  i n  m o d ify in g  th e  b e h a v io r  

o f  a  c h i l d  and  a l s o  t o  p o i n t  o u t  more s h a r p e l y  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  

t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  e l e m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  i s  g u id a n c e .

S o u rce  o f  d a t a .  The d a t a  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  was a  two y e a r  

d a i l y  a n e c d o t a l  r e c o r d  w r i t t e n  by th e  w r i t e r  a s  she d i r e c t e d  

th e  p rogram  o f  tw e n ty  s i x  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  f i f t h  and  s i x t h  

g ra d e s  a t  M atthew w h a ley S c h o o l .  The c u m u la t iv e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  

s ch o o l  f u r n i s h e d  b a ck g ro u n d  m a t e r i a l  and  t e s t  s c o r e s .

P r o c e d u r e . The f o l l o w i n g  s t e p s  were ta k e n  i n  m aking 

t h i s  c a s e  s t u d y .

1 .  The w r i t e r  r e g u l a r l y  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  two y e a r s  

o b j e c t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  w hat h appened  when i t  o c c u r r e d  i n  

t h e  t o t a l  g ro u p  l i v i n g  o f  th e  c l a s s  b e in g  s t u d i e d .



2 .  Q u e s t io n s  were d e v e lo p e d  and  u s e d  a s  a  g u id e  to  

h e l p  th e  t e a c h e r  g e t  d e e p e r  i n t o  d i r e c t i n g  th e  p rogram  f o r  

g ro w th .

3 .  The ra n g e  o f  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e d ;

A. t h e  p e r s o n a l  g u id a n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  by th e

t e a c h e r ,

B. t h e  g u id a n c e  t h a t  comes th r o u g h  i n t e r a c t i o n

w i t h  th e  g ro u p ,

C. t h e  g u id a n c e  th r o u g h  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  

th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g  an d  a tm o sp h e re  i n  a  c l a s s 

room.

4 .  A s e r i e s  o f  r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  o f  one c h i l d  were

e x t r a c t e d  from  t h e  t o t a l  a c c o u n t  o f  g roup  l i f e .

5 .  R eco rd s  o f  p r e v i o u s  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h i s  

one c h i l d  w ere  r e v ie w e d .

6 .  An a n a l y s i s  was made from  th e  i n c i d e n t s .

O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t u d y .  T h is  c ase  s tu d y ,  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t a b l e s  and a w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t ,  i s  o r g a n iz e d  i n  s i x  c h a p t e r s .  

C h a p te r  I . d e a l s  w i th  th e  p rob lem  o f  th e  s tu d y .  C h a p te r  I I  

p r e s e n t s  th e  home b a ck g ro u n d  o f  th e  c h i l d .  E a r l y  s c h o o l  r e c o r d s  

a r e  fo u n d  in  c h a p t e r  I I I , C h a p te r  IV shows e n v i ro n m e n ta l  

I n f l u e n c e s  w h ich  h e lp e d  m od ify  th e  c h i l d ’ s b e h a v io r  i n  g ra d e s  

f i v e  and  s i x .  In  c h a p t e r  V i s  found  th e  p e r s o n a l  g u id a n ce  o f  

th e  c h i l d  by th e  t e a c h e r  and  e v id e n c e s  o f  how c h i l d  m o d i f i e s



h e r  b e h a v i o r .  The l a s t  c h a p t e r  i s  th e  summary, c o n c lu s io n  

and  reco m m en d a tio n .

D e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s .

D ev e lo p m en ta l  t a s k .  A d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k  i s  w h a te v e r  

th e  c h i l d  i s  s t r i v i n g  to  become i n  h i s  n a t u r a l  m a t u r a t i o n  

com bined w i th  th e  demands o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w hich  he l i v e s .

P e r s o n a l i t y . P e r s o n a l i t y  i s  th e  r e s u l t s ,  a t  th e  

moment, o f  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  th e  b a s i c  

n e e d s  and  p o t e n t i a l  t e n d e n c i e s  t o  th e  e n v i ro n m e n t .  The u n iq u e  

c o m b in a t io n s  o f  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f u r n i s h  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  so t h a t  e ac h  i s  a  s p e c i a l  s e l f .

G u id a n ce .  "G u idance  i s  b r i n g i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be tw een  a c t i o n s  and  co n se q u e n ce s  i n  m e e t in g  

s i t u a t i o n s  and  w i s e l y  i n f l u e n c i n g  th e  c h i l d ' s  a t t i t u d e s  and  

c h o ic e s  by m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  e n v i ro n m e n t ."



CHAPTER I I

SIGNIFICANT EOÆ FACTORS

A d u l t  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  home. S u san  E m ily  was two y e a r s  

o l d  when h e r  f a t h e r  d i e d  an d  f o u r  when h e r  m o th e r  r e m a r r i e d .  

H er  new f a t h e r  was a  r e t i r e d  army o f f i c e r  and  a  fo rm e r  t e a c h e r  

i n  a  boys* m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l .T h e  m o th e r  t o l d  th e  t e a c h e r  t h a t  he 

h ad  had  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  c h i ld h o o d  and  had  been  on h i s  own 

s i n c e  e a r l y  y o u th .  She e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he was h a r d  b o i l e d  and 

was m aking i t  h a r d  f o r  th e  c h i l d r e n  so th e y  w ould amount t o  

so m e th in g .

The home, w h ich  i s  a  v e r y  handsome one , was s e t  up a s  

a  p l a c e  o f  r i g i d  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e .  Taskgwere a s s i g n e d ,  th e  

o r d e r s  w ere  g iv e n  and  th e  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  w ent i n t o  a c t i o n  w i th  

no q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d .  M orning  i n s p e c t i o n  p re c e d e d  b r e a k f a s t  . 

Rewards w ere  g iv e n  when e a r n e d .  Tongue l a s h i n g s  and  c o r p o r a l  

p u n ish m e n t  w ere  p a r t  o f  t h e  r o u t i n e .  T ab le  m anners and  a  w e l l  

b a la n c e d  d i e t  t h o r o u g h ly  chewed were s t r e s s e d , D u r i n g  th e  m ea ls  

th e  y o u n g s t e r s  w ere  q u iz z e d  on s c h o o l  work and d r i l l e d  on what 

th e y  s h o u ld  know. E ach  spoke i n  t u r n  when r e c o g n iz e d  by th e  

l e a d e r .  R e g u l a r l y  th e  y o u n g e s t ,  Susan  E m ily , r e p e a t e d  t o  h e r
r

t e a c h e r s  th e  s t e p - f a t h e r s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  s c h o o l .

These c h i l d r e n  were g iv e n  an a l lo w a n c e  b u t  r e q u i r e d  to  

save  p a r t  o f  I t  and r e p o r t  f i r s t  on how th e y  p la n n e d  t o  spend 

th e  r e m a in d e r .  On S a tu r d a y  th e  t h r e e  g i r l s  l e a r n e d  t o  sew and 

co o k . C l a s s i c a l  m usic  was p la y e d  and a l l  l i s t e n e d .  T here  was 

much em p h as is  p u t  on s h a r i n g  t h e i r  w o r ld ly  g o o d s .  L i b e r a l  g i f t s  

were g iv e n  t o  c h a r i t y  and  p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e  was t a u g h t .  E v e ry



6

Sunday th e  w e l l  d r e s s e d  f i v e  were b r o u g h t  t o  Sunday S c h o o l .

Thé f a t h e r  o r g a n iz e d  a  Gub S c o u t  t r o o p  and  i n v i t e d  them 

t o  m eet i n  t h e  w e l l  e q u ip p e d  b ack  y a r d  t h a t  had  been  p ro v id e d  

f o r  h i s  s t e p - c h i l d r e n .  When n o t  a t  s c h o o l  S usan  Em ily  and  h e r  

b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  were e i t h e r  i n  t h e i r  own back  y a r d  o r  i n  

th e  l a r g e  i n - d o o r  p la y ro o m ,

P a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Susan  E m ily , th e  y o u n g e s t  

o f  t h e  f i v e  c h i l d r e n ,  was th e  f i r s t  t o  a c c e p t  h e r  new f a t h e r .

She showed him a f f e c t i o n  and  became h i s  f a v o r i t e . H e  b e l i e v e d  

she  was th e  a b l e s t  and  would amount to  th e  m o s t .  By th e  tim e  

she  e n t e r e d  s c h o o l  a l l  o f  h e r  i d e a s  and  ways were b a s e d  on th e  

f a t h e r ' s  t e a c h i n g s .  She a c c e p te d  him a s  th e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  e v e r y 

t h i n g  and  w ent a ro u n d  q u o t in g  a d u l t  o p in io n s  on e v e ry  i s s u e .

She i n s i s t e d  on m aking o t h e r s  do e x a c t l y  w hat he had t o l d  h e r  

was th e  r i g h t  way. No d o u b t  h e r  dynamic p e r s o n a l i t y  an d  v ig o ro u s  

r e a c t i o n s  were a  r e a l  c h a l l e n g e  t o  h i s  m ethods o f  t r a i n i n g  

c h i l d r e n .  He in fo rm e d  th e  t h i r d  g ra d e  t e a c h e r  t h a t  f o r c e  was th e  

o n ly  way t o  manage Susan  E m ily ,  Over and o v e r  t h e  m o th e r  a s s u r e d  

th e  f i f t h  g ra d e  t e a c h e r  t h a t  th e  f a t h e r  lo v e d  h e r  c h i l d r e n .  The 

m o th e r  d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  I n t e r f e r e  w i t h  what th e  f a t h e r  s a i d  o r  

d id  b u t  i t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  she  f e l t  he was to o  s e v e r e ,

Syb linp ; r e l a t i o n s h i p s . T here  was c o n s t a n t  d i s c o r d  b e 

tw een th e s e  b r o t h e r s  and  s i s t e r s .  They were c o m p e t i t i v e ,  ro u g h  

s p e a k in g  and  o f t e n  a n t a g a n i s t i c  to  e ac h  o t h e r , h o w e v e r , t h e r e  was 

among them a  s t r o n g  l o y a l t ÿ  and  c l a n n i s h n e s s .  The o l d e s t  boy



to o k  up f o r  l i t t l e  s i s t e r  who was c o n s t a n t l y  i n  d i s f a v o r  w i th  

th e  o t h e r  t h r e e  whom she  t a g g e d  b e h in d  and  c o p ie d .  N e ig h b o rs  

rem ark ed  t h a t  she  was t e a s e d  and  p ic k e d  on u n m e r c i f u l l y .  The 

s i s t e r  n e x t  i n  age  t o  S u san  E m ily  was h e a r d  s a y in g ,  "E veryone  

h a t e s  S u san  E m ily .  She t r i e s  t o  t e l l  ev e ry o n e  w hat to  do and 

how to  do i t . "  When i n  th e  f i f t h  g rad e  S usan  Em ily  came to  

s c h o o l  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  d i s t r e s s  and  re m ark ed ,  " They d o n ' t  t h i n k  

I  do a n y th in g  r i g h t . "  U s u a l ly ,  how ever, she b ra g g e d  a b o u t  how 

much s m a r t e r  h e r  b r o t h e r s  and  s i s t e r s  were  th a n  t h e i r  c l a s s 

m a te s .  " T h e y 'r e  a lw ay s  a t  t h e  h ead  o f  e v e r y t h i n g , "  she t o l d  

a c h i l d  who q u e s t i o n e d  h e r .



CHAPTER I I I  

EARLY SCHOOL RECORDS

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b e h a v i o r  i n  th e  e a r l y  g r a d e s . S usan  

E m ily  e n t e r e d  th e  s c h o o l  when i n  t h e  s e c o n d  g ra d e  a n d  was 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h e r  dynamic d r i v e  to  a c t i o n .  She was n o t l c a 

b l e  a t  o n c e ,  b e in g  e x u b e r a n t  i n  jum ping  an d  h o l l e r i n g  w h e th e r  

t h e r e  was an o c c a s io n  o r  n o t .  She w ent v i o l e n t l y  i n t o  a l l  work 

w i th  o t h e r s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  i d e a s  g e n e r o u s ly  b u t  u n a b le  t o  e x e r 

c i s e  s u f f i c i e n t  r e s t r a i n t  o f  h e r s e l f  t o  re m a in  p a r t  o f  th e  on 

g o in g  a c t i v i t i e s .  She o u t t a l k e d  m ost o f  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  th e  t e a c h e r  

and  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s .  She opposed  th e  i d e a s  o f  o t h e r s  an d  t r i e d  

by f o r c e  to  t a k e  o v e r  w hat t h e  o t h e r s  were  d o in g .  The c l a s s  became 

more and more r e b e l l i o u s  a t  h e r  a t t e m p t s  to  do m in ee r  them . Only 

when th e  c h i l d  was a lo n e  w i t h t h e  t e a c h e r  d i d  she  r e l a x .  Then she 

m ixed c o l o r s  and  p a i n t e d  q u i e t l y  and  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  t h o u g h t s  on 

many t o p i c s  b e a u t i f u l l y .  A t th e  end o f  th e  y e a r  th e  t e a c h e r  w ro te ,  

" I s  q u ic k  i n  o r a l  number work, h a s  keen  e a r  f o r  l e a r n i n g .  I s  n o t  

a s  w e l l  up i n  w r i t i n g  and  r e a d i n g  a s  many o f  th e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  in  

th e  c l a s s .  S t i l l  e x trem e  i n  l a c k  o f  s e l f - c o n t r o l . "

The t h i r d  g ra d e  r e c o r d  shows t h a t  th e  t e a c h e r  began  th e  

sch o o l  y e a r  by n o t  a l l o w in g  Susan  E m ily  t o  o u t  t a l k  and  o v e r  r i d e  

th e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  The t e a c h e r  and m o th e r  a g r e e d  t h a t  when e v e r  

th e  b e h a v io r  became ex trem e  th e  c h i l d  was t o  be s e n t  home and p u t  

t o  bed  f o r  r e s t .  T h is  t e a c h e r  w r o t e , "  I s  e a s i l y  o v e rw ro u g h t ,  ex 

c i t a b l e  and  e x h a u s te d  many t i m e s .  I s  u n s t a b l e  i n  r e a c t i o n s  and  has  

tem p e r  t a n t ru m s  when c o r r e c t e d .  Susan E m ily  h a s  been t r a i n e d  to  

r e s p e c t  a u t h o r i t y  and  p u n ish m e n t  r a t h e r  th a n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r i g h t



and w rong . Has become an  a v i d  r e a d e r  and  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

a t h l e t i c s . "  T h is  y e a r  t h e  c l a s s  a c c e p t e d  h e r  o n ly  a s  a good 

t h i n k e r  b u t  n o t  h e r  l e a d e r s h i p .  A c l i q u e  was f o m e d  among th e  

a b l e r  g i r l s  t o  e x c lu d e  h e r .  She had  one f r i e n d  whom she  b o s s e d  

b u t  whose m o th e r  w ould  n o t  l e t  th e '^ p la y  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  s c h o o l .  

They were n e x t  d o o r  n e i g h b o r s .

The n e x t  y e a r  t h e  s c h o o l  u n d e r  w en t a  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  

when a l a r g e  g roup  o f  c o u n ty  c h i l d r e n  were b r o u g h t  i n t o  th e  

c i t y .  S usan  E m ily  became a  member o f  a  f o u r t h  and  f i f t h  g ra d e  

c o m b in a t io n  w i t h  a  t e a c h e r  new to  th e  sy s te m . T here  was l i t t l e  

p eace  and  u n i t y  i n  th e  room t h a t  y e a r .  Susan  E m ily  was p u r p o s e ly  

u n t i d y  and  r u d e .  She would s i t  w here and how she  p l e a s e d .  She 

p u l l e d  o f f  h e r  sh o e s  and  p u t  h e r  f e e t  on th e  d e s k .  She was 

h a b i t u a l l y  u g ly  t o  th e  new c h i l d r e n  and  c o n s t a n t l y  c a l l e d  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  h e r s e l f  by c o n t r a r y  a c t i o n s .  She a r r i v e d  l a t e  to  

s c h o o l , s p o k e  o u t  a t  in o p p o r tu n e  t im e s  and  san g  i n  an u n d e r to n e  

when e v e r  she f e l t  i n c l i n e d .  She seldom  co m p le ted  a n y th in g  she 

s t a r t e d .  I n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  th e  c l a s s  she  s t a r t e d  s e n t e n c e s ,  d ro p p ed  

them an d  s t a r t e d  o t h e r s ,  b u t  was n e v e r  s a t i s f i e d  t o  s to p  t a l k i n g .  

Temperment showed i t s e l f  i n  s p e l l s  o f  w eeping  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d .

Once she  w ept and  t a l k e d  o f  b e in g  a d i s a p p o in tm e n t  t o  h e r  dead  

f a t h e r .  He h ad  been  dead  f i v e  y e a r s .  H er t e a c h e r  w ro te  a t  th e  

end o f  th e  y e a r ,  "Much o f  h e r  r u d e n e s s  p r o b a b ly  came from 

I r r i t a t i o n  w i th  h e r  own i n a b i l i t y  i n  e x p r e s s io n  a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  a  f o l l o w i n g  in  th e  c l a s s . "  Her s k i l l s  were 

beyond th e  a v e ra g e  o f  t h e  c l a s s .
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TABLE I

SUSAN EMILY'S TOTAL GRADE PLACEMENT IN SKILLS 

AT THE END OF EACH SCHOOL YEAR AS COMPARED TO 

THE CLASS MEDIAN

C a l i f o r n i a  P r o g r e s s i v e  A ch ievem ent T e s t

Grade C la s s  m edian Susan  Emily* s 
Rrade p la c e m e n t

D i f f e r e n c e

2 3 .2 3 .8 ..............................................6  "

3 4 .5 4 .5 .0
4 5 .4 1 .0
5 6 .5 7 .9 1 .4
6 7 .8 8 .8 1 .0

New S t a n f o r d  A chievem ent T e s t

Grade G la s s  median Susan  E m i ly 's  
g ra d e  p lacem en t

D i f f e r e n c e

7 .6 10 2 .4



I I

TABLE I I

RESULTS OF INTELLIGENCE TESTS GIVEN TO 

SUSAN EMILY

G rade Name o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  T e s t s I .Q .

3 C a l i f o r n i a  M en ta l  M a tu r i t y 127

4 Kuhlman- A nderson 120

5 N a t io n a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e 134

5 Ohio ago Non "Verbal 107



CHAPTER IV

FACTORS OF INFLUENCE: ON BEHAVIOR 

IN FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADES

"Human f a c t o r s  a r e  c o n t in u o u s  and  r e l e n t l e s s .

Thus th e  common im p o r t a n t  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  e v e r y 

one to  m a s t e r  a r e  th o s e  o f  human r e l a t i o n s , s u c h  

a s  com m unication  o f  i d e a s , s h a r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  b e h a v i o r ,  r e l e a s i n g  a b i l i t y , b u i l d i n g  

i n t e l l i g e n c e , "  I

S e t t i n g  f o r  s t u d y . T h is  s tu d y  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  Susan  

Em ily  who w i th  tw en ty  f i v e  o t h e r  y o u n g s te r s  worked t o g e t h e r  

from n in e  t o  t h r e e  ea_ch day in  th e  f i f t h  and s i x t h  g r a d e s .

T h e i r  c la s s ro o m  was l a r g e  and  sunny w i th  movable f u r n i t u r e .

T here  was a c o n n e c t in g  c o n fe re n c e  room and a n e a r  by a c t i v i t y  

room w hich  p r o v id e d  ample sp ace  f o r  in f o r m a l  g roup  l i v i n g .  

M a t e r i a l s  i n  many m edia  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u se  and th e  s c h o o l  

p r o v id e d  r e s o u r c e  p e o p le  in  a r t ,  m usic  and i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s .

The c u r r ic u lu m  made p o s s i b l e  a  c h i l d  c e n t e r e d  c la s s ro o m .  

T h roughou t th e  s c h o o l  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  was th e  same.The s u p e r v i s o r  

p r a c t i c e d  d e m o c r a t i c  p ro c e d u re s  and  s t r e s s e d  w i th  t e a c h e r s  th e  

v a lu e  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  and th e  c o n c e p t  o f  g row th  t h a t  comes 

th ro u g h  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The E le m e n ta ry  t e a c h e r s  a c c e p te d

I  L .  Thomas H o p k in s ,  T ech n iq u es  i n  Human d e l a t i o n s . 

T e a c h e rs  C o l le g e  R e c o rd s ,  V o l.  47 No, 2 ,  November 1945
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p e r s o n a l i t y  d ev e lo p m en t  a s  t h e i r  main o b j e c t i v e  and  w orked  

t o g e t h e r  i n  h e l p i n g  c h i l d r e n  e v o lv e  t h e i r  b e h a v io r  prob lem s* .

P h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l . Through p u r p o s e 

f u l  g ro u p  l i v i n g  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  e ac h  i n d i v i d 

u a l  f o r  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g , s e l f - d i r e c t i o n  and  r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t i o n  

w i th  o t h e r s .

1 . F o s t e r i n g  wholesome c h i l d  to  c h i l d  , and  c h i l d  t o  a d u l t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

2 .  D e v e lo p in g  t h e  c r e a t i v e  a p p ro a c h  to  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .

3 .  O rg a n iz in g  l a r g e  i n t e g r a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  p u r p o s e f u l  to  

c h i l d r e n .

4 .  I n d i v i d y a l i z l n g  s e l f - p r a c t i c e  f o r  m a s te ry  o f  s k i l l s .

B e h a v io r  i s  c a u s e d .  By th e  tim e  Susan  E m ily  r e a c h e d  th e

f i f t h  g ra d e  she  had  a  c o n d u c t  p roblem  a s  shown by h e r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  and  she  a l s o  had  a p e r s o n a l i t y  p rob lem  w hich  

was a f f e c t i n g  h e r  p e r s o n a l  a d ju s t m e n t ,  .«hereas t h e  c h i l d ' s  b e h a v io r

was a p r o d u c t  o f  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  an e x p r e s s i o n  o f

h e r  p e r s o n  w i t h i n  th e  home r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Her e m o tio n s  were th e  

em o tio n s  o f  th o s e  a b o u t  h e r .  She was th e  y o u n g e s t  to o  much u n d e r  

th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  o t h e r s ,  o b v io u s ly  s t r u g g l i n g  in  a  c o m p e t i t iv e  

e n v iro n m e n t  o f  r i g i d  d i s c i p l i n e  w i th  demands beyond h e r  a g e . Here 

she  h ad  l i t t l e  s t a t u s  among h e r  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  whom she 

a m b i t i o u s l y  f o l lo w e d  a ro u n d  and t r i e d  t o  I m i t a t e .

T h is  c h i l d  a p p a r e n t l y  grew t o  t h i n k  o f  h e r s e l f  a s  a
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m ig h ty  l e a d e r  overcom ing  o b s t a c l e s .  W henever she c o u ld  n o t  

e x e c u te  h e r  b i g  i d e a s  she  f e l t  l a c k  o f  s u c c e s s  and  i n t e r p r e t e d  

i t  a s  b e in g  d i s l i k e d .  She became a g g r e s s i v e l y  d o m in e e r in g  when 

she  was n o t  a b l e  t o  f u r t h e r  h e r  p i c t u r e  o f  h e r s e l f .  She even  b e 

came e m o t io n a l ly  e x h a u s te d  and  i l l  a t  t i m e s .  T h is  c h i l d  had  b u i l t  

h e r s e l f  so  t h a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and  s u c c e s s  h a d  to  come w i th  m anag ing  

o t h e r s  and  t e l l i n g  them w hat t o  do and  w hat was r i g h t  and  w hat 

was w rong . I n  g roup  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  t h i s  c h i l d  m ig h t  w e l l  be 

d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  s t a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n .

P r e - a d o l e s c e n c e . A t th e  p r e - a d o l e s c e n t  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p 

m ent " i t  i s  n a t u r a l  f o r  y o u n g s te r s  t o  d ro p  t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

w i th  a d u l t  s o c i e t y  and  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t r o n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  a
2

g roup  o f  t h e i r  p e e r s . "  A lso  th e  power t o  t h i n k  an d  f e e l  i s  b e 

g in n in g  to  r i p e n .  E ne rgy  o u tp u t  i s  lo w e re d  b u t  r e s t l e s s n e s s  seems 

t o  i n c r e a s e .  Members o f  t h i s  f i f t h  g ra d e  s e t  a b o u t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

t h e i r  c l i q u e s  and  g ro u p s  a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly .T h e y  com m unicated by 

code and  h ad  s e c r e t s  a s  th e y  o r g a n iz e d ,  p la n n e d  t o g e t h e r  and  

a r r a n g e d  t h e i r  c la s s ro o m .

S u san  E m ily  a t  t h i s  t im e  was l e s s  a c t i v e  and  n o i s y  b u t  

c o n s t a n t l y  t w i s t e d  an d  t u r n e d  and e i t h e r  chewed h e r  p e n c i l  o r  

b i t  h e r  f i n g e m a i l s .  She had changed  h e r  e m o t io n a l  r e a c t i o n s  

from h e r  c h i l d i s h  tem p er  ta n t ru m s  t o  s u l k i n g  and  mumbling

2 F r i t z  R ed l ,  P r e - A d o l e s c e n t s -  What Makes Them T ick?  
R e p r i n t  from C h i ld  S tu d y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  America,New Y ork ,N .Y ,
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u n d e r  h e r b r e a t h .  Her* spoken  th o u g h t s  w ere  s t i l l  a d u l t  o p in io n s  

and  h e r  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  h e r s e l f  n e g a t i v e , The f i r s t  h o u r  i n  th e  

f i f t h  g ra d e  she  w arned  th e  t e a c h e r  t h a t  she w ould soon be s o r r y  

t h a t  she  was h e r  p u p i l .  T h is  c h i l d  was f a r  from r e a d y  to  a c c o m p l i s h  

h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k  o f  b e lo n g in g  to  a  p e e r  s o c i e t y .  She was 

u n c h o s e n ,  d i s l i k e d  and e x c lu d e d  by th e  membershipo

E n v iro n m e n ta l ;  f a c to r s ?  o f  i n f l u e n c e . I n  S usan  E m i ly 's  

c la s s ro o m  th e  c h i l d r e n ' s  n a t u r a l  te n d en c y  to w ard  a c t i o n  was 

e n c o u r a g e d .  T h e i r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t r e n d s ,  v a lu e s  and  f e e l i n g s  

a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r  were  e a s i l y  o b s e rv e d .  S i t u a t i o n s  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h a t  w ere  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l e x i b l e  t o  be m o d if ie d  by th e  c h i l d r e n  

t h e m s e lv e s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  f o r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  boys and g i r l s  

l a r g e l y  d e te r m in e d  th e  p la n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  s c h o o l  l i f e  

from  w h ich  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  was made. Members o f  th e  g roup  f e l t  

f r e e  t o  shape and  r e s h a p e  t h e i r  d a i l y  s c h o o l  l i f e .  They were l e d  

to  s ee  t h e  v a lu e  o f  e x c h a n g in g  i d e a s ,  fo l l o w in g  i n t e r e s t s  and  

e x p e r im e n t in g  w i th  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  ^^ore and  more th e y  were e n co u rag e d  

to  manage t h e i r  own a f f a i r s .  There  were d i f f e r e n t  and new 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  g roup  u n d e r t a k in g s  a s  p la n s  

grew o u t  o f  t h e i r  i d e a s  and  t a l e n t s .  S i t u a t i o n s  d e v e lo p e d  c o n s t a n t l y  

w hereby t h e i r  i n n a t e  q u a l i t i e s  and a b i l i t i e s  had  e x p r e s s i o n  and 

e v e r y  c h i l d  was a s s u r e d  o f  a s u c c e s s io n  o f  g r a t i f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .

A p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  o f  g row th  wa e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e ac h  member.
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These boys  and  g i r l s  i n  Susan  E m i l y 's  room w orked on 

t h e i r  own l e v e l  i n  s k i l l s  w i t h o u t  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e s .  A t 

no t im e  was any  member o f  th e  c l a s s  l a b e l l e d  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  

a  slow o r  f a s t  g ro u p .  The b ro a d  program  o f  s o c i a l  l i v i n g  to o k  

c a r e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  sp e e d  and a b i l i t y  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  d i d  

n o t  s u f f e r  from c ru d e  o b v io u s n e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  l a c k s .  C o n s id e r 

a t i o n  was g iv e n  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d ' s  g ro w th  p a t t e r n .

O ver and  o v e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w ere e v a l u a t e d  to  s t r e s s  i d e a s  

a b o u t  p e o p l e .  C h i ld r e n  saw eac h  day t h a t  some n a t u r a l l y  do some 

t h i n g s  b e t t e r  th a n  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  many human b e in g s  do b e t t e r  

when w o rk in g  t o g e t h e r  and  t h a t  t o  make m is ta k e s  i s  n a t u r a l  and  

even  v a l u a b l e .  B ecause  o f  th e  n i c e  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r  

Susan  E m ily  e v e n t u a l l y  became an a c c e p te d  member o f  good s t a n d 

i n g  among h e r  c o n te m p o r a r i e s .

I n  th e  in f o r m a l  n a t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  Susan  E m i l y 's  p e r 

s o n a l i t y  p a t t e r n  and p rob lem  of a d ju s tm e n t  were  r e c o g n iz e d .

T h is  e n v iro n m e n t  was s e t  up t o  r e v e a l  a l l  c h i l d r e n ' s  p ro b lem s  

and t o  h e l p  them a t  th e  same t im e .  A t no t im e  was S usan  E m i l y 's  

p ro b lem  I s o l a t e d  from th e  on g o in g  program  t h a t  she  h ad  h e lp e d  

t o  c r e a t e .  H er p rob lem  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  were p a r t  o f  

th e  d a i l y  l i v i n g  w h ich  was th e  c u r r i c u lu m .  I t  was th e  dynam ics 

w i t h i n  t h i s  t e n  y e a r  o ld  g i r l  t h a t  i n t e r a c t e d  w i th  f o r c e s  in  

t h i s  e n v iro n m e n t  an d  m o d i f ie d  h e r  b e h a v io r  and f u r t h e r e d  h e r  

g ro w in g  u p .



CHAPTER V

PERSONAL GUIDANCE OF CHILD BY TEACHER 

T e a c h e r  t o  C h i ld  R e l a t i o n s h i p s

The t e a c h e r  u s e s  h e r s e l f  a s  th e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  th e  c h i l d 

n e e d s .  S usan  E m ily  r e s p o n d e d  t o  and f u r t h e r e d  th e  o r g a n i z a 

t i o n  s e t  up by th e  t e a c h e r  i n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s c h o o l  y e a r .

'■'•'he t e a c h e r ' s  p u rp o s e  was to  be h e r  f r i e n d ,  c u r t a i l  h e r  freedom  

and  t h e r e b y  l i m i t  h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  up s e t s  w i t h  o t h e r s , a n d  

t o  c h a n n e l  h e r  am azing  e n e r g y  and s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s . T h is  was done 

th r o u g h  d r a m a t ic  p l a y  w hich  was s te p p e d  up t o  r e a l  c la s s ro o m  

s i t u a t i o n s .  T h is  y o u n g e s t  c h i l d  i n  th e  c l a s s  became th e  t e a c h e r ' s  

a b l e  s e c r e t a r y ^  th e  e r r a n d  g i r l ,  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  o f  book f e e s  and  

th e  c l a s s  n u r s e  w i th  f u l l  m e d ic a l  e q u ip m e n t .  A l l  o f  h e r  c o n t a c t s  

w i th  c l a s s m a t e s  were u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  t e a c h e r  f o r  s h o r t  

p e r i o d s  o f  t im e .  S usan  Em ilyk desk  was a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  th e  

t e a c h e r ' s  w i t h  a  s ig n  o f  i t  s a y in g  " C la s s  S e c r e t a r y " . Some o f  th e
t

t im e  t h i s  c h i l d  wore h e r  n u r s e s  cap .

R e g u la r ly  th e  c l a s s  h e a r d  o f  th e  c h i l d ' s  h e l p f u l n e s s  t o  

th e  t e a c h e r  and  c l a s s  r o u t i n e .  They saw h e r  co p y in g  work a c c u r a t e l y  

on t h e  b o a r d ,  a s s i s t i n g  i n  c o r r e c t i n g  s p e l l i n g  a n d - a r i t h m e t i c  

p a p e r s . î t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  h e r  t h a t  th e  p a p e r s  were check ed  

to  f i n d  n e e d s  and  n o t  to  s e e  who was b e t t e r  th a n  someone e l s e .

H er own work i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  she c o u ld  do more ad v an ced  work in  

a r i t h m e t i c  b u t  n eed ed  more p r a c t i c e  work i n  s p e l l i n g .  H er keen  

m ind r e p o r t e d  o f t e n  th e  c h i l d r e n  who were moving s t e a d i l y  a lo n g  

and d o in g  b e t t e r .  Each  day h e r  p a p e r s  were exam ined w i th  th e  

t e a c h e r .  Even now she t r i e d  to  "b o ss"  th e  t e a c h e r  by i n s i s t i n g
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t h a t  h a v in g  s p e l l i n g  b e e s  was t h e  b e s t  way t o  t e a c h  s p e l l i n g .  

She r e f u s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  h e r  words by w r i t i n g  them .O n ly  a f t e r  

many e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  check  t e s t s  and  s e e i n g  o t h e r s  

move from  l i s t  t o  l i s t  d i d  she  change h e r  w ays.

D u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  S u san  Em ily  f r e q u e n t l y  a r r i v e d  a t  

s c h o o l  i n  a  r e b e l l i o u s  fram e o f  mind w i t h  an od o r  o f  n a u s e a  

on h e r  b r e a t h .  These moods w ere  ig n o r e d  when p o s s i b l e .  Only 

i n  ex trem e  c a s e s ,  su ch  a s  k i c k i n g  a c h a i r  a c r o s s  t h e  f l o o r ,  

was she  h u s t l e d  o u t  o f  th e  room i n t o  th e  h a l l .  Then she  was 

t o l d  t h a t  she  h ad  been  b ro u g h t  o u t  so h e r  c l a s s m a t e s  w ould  

n o t  s e e  h e r  l o s i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r s e l f .  Some days  t h e  l i b r a r y  

was s u g g e s te d  a s  a p l a c e  t o  go u n t i l  she  f e l t  r e a d y  t o  r e t u r n .

S usan  E m ily  was h e lp e d  to  s e t  up a  program  o f  p r a c t i c e  

work t h a t  was on g o in g  r a t h e r  th a n  one t o  be co m p le ted  and  

ch eck ed  a t  a  d e f i n i t e  t e a c h e r  a s s ig n e d  t im e .  She became f a s 

c i n a t e d  by how f a s t  she  c o u ld  advance  in  a r i t h m e t i c .  She c h a r t 

ed  h e r  own p r o g r e s s  and  became l e s s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  who d id  

b e t t e r  th a n  someone e l s e .  As h e r  f o l d e r  grew she s to p p e d  r e 

f e r r i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  c h i l d r e n  a s  b e in g  dumb.

The t e a c h e r  expands  c h i l d ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  do jo b s  f o r  

th e  c l a s s . S usan  E m i l y 's  a c t i v i t i e s  were  g r a d u a l l y  expanded  

to  do more jo b s  f o r  th e  c l a s s  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  t e a c h e r ,  h ow ever , 

t o g e t h e r  th e y  o u t l i n e d  w hat was to  be done and  how i t  was t o  

be  do n e . When th e  c l a s s  came t o g e t h e r  to  make p la n s  th e  c h i l d ' s
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p a r t  was t o  r e c o r d  th e  s u g g e s t i o n s  made by th e  c l a s s  and  to  

r e a d  them back  to  be check ed  f o r  a c c u r a c y .  Once she was a s k e d  

t o  check  d e sk s  f o r  s u i t a b i l i t y  t o  c h i l d r e n  u s i n g  them an d  t o  

d i r e c t  th e  n e e d e d  c h a n g e s .  T h is  she d i d  c o u r t e o u s l y  an d  w i th  

r e s t r a i n t .  Always w h i le  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was i n  p r o g r e s s  i d e a s  

w ere r e l a t e d  to  a c t i o n s .  O ver an d  o v e r  she  was rem in d ed  t h a t  she  

was b e in g  p o l i t e  and c o n s i d e r a t e  o f  o t h e r s  and  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  

h e r  c l a s s m a t e s  w ere  c o o p e r a t i n g .  I n  th e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  she  saw 

th e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s  and f o r c i n g  h e r  w i l l  on 

o t h e r s .

The t e a c h e r  c o n f id e d  i n  t h i s  c h i l d  i n  s im p le  m a t t e r s  

and  t r e a t e d  h e r  a s  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n .  At th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  

q u a r t e r  o n ly  th e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  th e  c h i l d  were w r i t t e n  on th e  

r e p o r t  c a r d .  Susan  Em ily  d e c l a r e d  i t  was h e r  f i r s t  good one 

s i n c e  she  h a d  been  in ; s c h o o l  and  th e  b e s t  one o f  a l l  i n  h e r  

f a m i l y .  By now comments were a l s o  b e in g  made by h e r  c l a s s m a t e s  

a s  t o  h e r  im provem ent.

The t e a c h e r  opened up r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  i n d i v i d u a l  

m e m b e r s / o f  h e r  c l a s s .  Susan  E m ily  was a sk e d  t o  h e lp  a n o t h e r  

c h i l d  w i th  a  d e f i n i t e  jo b  i n  a r i t h m e t i c .  Soon she went from 

c h i l d  t o  c h i l d  h e l p i n g  them a s  th e y  a sk e d  f o r  h e r  h e l p . The 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  she  found  l e d  h e r  t o  s e l f  a s s ig n e d  homework i n  

a r i  throe t i c  where  she  ad v an ced  r a p i d l y .  I t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  to  

S usan  E m ily  and a c h i l d  th e  e lem en t  th e y  had  i n  common i n  

p r a c t i c e  work to  g e t  them i n t o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a c t i o n  i n  w o rk in g
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t o g e t h e r  e a c h  day f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  A new c h i l d  was a s s i g n e d  

t o  s h a r e  h e r  d e sk  an d  l e a r n  from h e r  t h e  ways o f  th e  c l a s s .

The t e a c h e r  s e t  up e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r  c h i l d  t o  s h a r e  h e r  

know ledge  and  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  h e l p i n g  s m a l l  g r o u p s . Each  day 

f o r  a  w h i le  t h i s  c h i l d  a c t u a l l y  t a u g h t  a s m a l l  c l a s s .  Somehow 

she  was a b l e  t o  h e lp  c h i l d r e n  who were slow t o  l e a r n  a r i t h m e t i c  

b e t t e r  th a n  th e  t e a c h e r .  A new r e s p e c t  f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  h e r  

c l a s s m a t e s  grew a s  she  moved i n t o  g ro u p s  to  make c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

from  h e r  own s t r e n g t h .  She w ent to  th è  p la y  w r i t i n g  g ro u p  to  

a c t  a s  s e c r e t a r y  and  th e n  on t o  s u p p o r t  th e  a l t o s  who n e ed e d  

h e r  s t r o n g  v o i c e .  By now she c o u ld  f i t  i n t o  sm a l l  g ro u p  p l a n s  

w i th o u t  t r y i n g  t o  change them o r  ta k e  o v e r .

The t e a c h e r  i n c lu d e d  ^u aan  Em ily  i n  t o t a l  g roup  p l a n n i n g , 

when t e a c h e r  a c t e d  a s  l e a d e r . By t h i s  t im e  t h e  c l a s s  had  de

v e lo p e d  a  way o f  p l a n n in g  and w ork ing  t o g e t h e r ,  L e a d e r s h ip  was 

no l o n g e r  i n  j u s t  a few i n d i v i d u a l s .  Each  com m ittee  f o r  th e ,  

p l a y  had  a ch a irm an  who a c t e d  i n  t u r n  when a sk e d  to  r e p o r t  to  

th e  w hole  c l a s s  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p l a n s .

The o n ly  way Dusan E m ily  c o u ld  f u n c t i o n  was th r o u g h  a c c e p t i n g  

w hat had  been  done o r  m aking s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  im provem en t.  As 

new jo b s  em erged she  had  an o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  v o l u n t e e r  t o  h e l p .

At t r y o u t  f o r  p a r t s  in  th e  p la y  Susan E m ily  was chosen  a s  th e  

u n d e r s tu d y  f o r  an  im p o r ta n t  r o l e .
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S usan  E m ily  was c a u g h t  up i n  a  p a t t e r n  o f  h e l p i n g  i n  

g ro u p s  t h a t  w ere  a l r e a d y  o r g a n iz e d .  She made s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  

were  a c c e p t e d .  She began  t o  s e e  c l a s s  p u rp o s e s  and  n o t  j u s t  

h e r  own. She was g u id e d  i n t o  c h a n g in g  p a r t n e r s  i n  v a r i e d  ty p e s  

o f  work t o  a v o id  c o m p e t i t i o n .  C o n s t a n t ly  s i t u a t i o n s  were 

changed  from  n e g a t i v e  t o  p o s i t i v e .  A t t im e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  c h i l d ' s  i d e a s  w ere s u p p l i e d  so th e y  c o u ld  be r e a l i z e d .

A t r e g u l a r  c o n f e r e n c e s  a  l i s t  o f  h e r  g row ing  s t r e n g t h s  were 

r e c o r d e d  t o  h e l p  h e r  g e t  a  new m e n ta l  p i c t u r e  o f  h e r s e l f .  As 

h e r  w o r ld  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  grew l a r g e r  she was s u p p o r te d  and  

f u r n i s h e d  s e c u r i t y .

The t e a c h e r  opened up r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  sp o n ta n e o u s  

i n t e r a c t i o n .  S usan  E m i l y 's  r e m a rk a b le  a b i l i t y  and  deep  

d e s i r e  t o  l e a d  fo u n d  more an d  more s a t i s f y i n g  o u t l e t s .  A t 

r e c e s s  t im e  she o r g a n iz e d  a g roup  o f  g i r l s  i n t o  p l a y i n g  

" L i t t l e  Red S ch o o l H o u se " . F o r  some tim e  th e  n o v e l t y  h e l d  

"4hë t h e  g roup  an d  she  was a c c e p te d  a s  h e ad  m i s t r e s s  i n  th e  

p l a y .  The t e a c h e r  d i d  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  b u t  when h e a r i n g  t h i s  

c h i l d  a s s i g n  homework t o  t h e  members she s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  

m ig h t  be w ise  f o r  h e r  t o  g e t  s e v e r a l  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  h e lp  h e r  

make some p l a n s .  The n e x t  day she  e x p la i n e d  t h a t  she was 

th e  g e n e r a l  and  she  now had  two l i e u t e n a n t s .  F o r  days  th e y  

h anded  h e r  t h e i r  homework, s a l u t e d  th e  f l a g ,  san g  th e  S t a r  

S p a n g le d  B anner and  m arched  a t  h e r  command. I t  was n o t  u n t i l
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Susan  E m ily  i n s i s t e d  on h a v in g  s p e l l i n g  b e e s  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

a r o s e ,  0ne  o f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  who was p o o r  i n  s p e l l i n g  opposed  

th e  p l a n ,  ^ne  by  one members d ro p p e d  o u t  o f  p l a y i n g  " L i t t l e  

Red S ch o o l  H ouse" .T he  t e a c h e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tw een  h e r  a c t i o n s  an d  t h e  c o n se q u e n c e s .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  

e v e r y  c h i l d  had  w ith d ra w n  from t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  S u san  E m ily  

was fo u n d  a lo n e  w eep ing  h e r  h e a r t  o u t .  I t  was i n  th e  h o u r  o f  

d i s a s t e r  t h a t  she  came to  g r i p s  w i th  th e  p ro b le m . When h e r  

w hole  l e a d e r s h i p  seemed t o  be l o s t  sh e  t e r n e d  t o  g r i e f  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  t im e .  H av ing  s ee n  h e r s e l f  s u c c e s s f u l  she  c o u ld  now t a l k  

a b o u t  i t  f r a n k l y .  The t e a c h e r  l e d  h e r  s t e p  by s t e p ,  u s i n g  t h e  

pow er o f  a n a l y s i s  and  l o g i c a l  d e d u c t i o n ,  th r o u g h  w hat had  

a c t u a l l y  h a p p en ed .  She f a c e d  h e r  p rob lem  o u t  i n  th e  open.

The many e s t a b l i s h e d  t i e s  w i t h i n  th e  c la s s ro o m  made 

p o s s i b l e  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d s  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

She now r e c o g n iz e d  h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  h e r  many s u c c e s s e s  h ad  

r e v e a l e d  h e r  r e a l  w o r th  t o  h e r s e l f  and members o f  t h e  g roup  

r e c o g n iz e d  h e r  t a l e n t s  and  a b i l i t i e s .  U p se ts  became f u r t h e r  

a p a r t ,  t h e y  were l e s s  i n t e n s e  an d  S u san  Em ily  b r o u g h t  h e r s e l f  

b ack  i n t o  l i n e .  The g o a l  o f  h e r  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  was h e r  n a t u r a l  

s t r i v i n g  to w a rd  b e lo n g in g  t o  an  in d e p e n d e n t  p e e r  g ro u p  s o c i e t y .
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I ,  Gave welcome i n t o  s e t t i n g  t o  th e  c h i l d .

1 .  E x p r e s s e d  welcome i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c a l l y ,

2 .  Found ways f o r  h e r  t o  r e v e a l  h e r s e l f  im m e d ia te ly ,

I I .  F i t t e d  c h i l d  i n t o  on g o in g  a c t i v i t i e s .

1 .  Found jo b  she  c o u ld  b e g in  w i th  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to  s e l f .

2 .  Found c o n t r i b u t i o n s  she  c o u ld  make to  g roup

3 .  A rra n g e d  f o r  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .

4 . Helped her to  b u ild  s ta b le  con n ections in  c la s s  e f f o r t s .

I I I .  Found f o r  c h i l d  d e p en d a b le  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

1 .  Saw t h a t  she  g o t  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  p e r s o n  im m e d ia te ly .

2 . Considered type o f comradeship needed and attem jited to  
provide i t ,

3 .  t îe lp e d  h e r  to  b u i l d  c o n n e c t io n s  W ith ' t e a c h e r ,  a n o t h e r  
C h i ld ,  s m a l l  g ro u p ,  t o t a l  g ro u p ,

IV, F a c ed  c h i l d ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ^with h h ë r ^ .

1 .  A llow ed  e x p r e s s io n  o f  any a d v e r s e  f e e l i n g s  w i th  r e g a r d s  
t o  w ork , c h i l d r e n ,  t e a c h e r s  o r  o t h e r  a d u l t s .

2 .  R e l i e v e d  p r e s s u r e s  w hich  were c ram ping .

3 .  Thought w i th  h e r ,  a v o id e d  ready-m ade  s o l u t i o n s .

V, È e lp e d  c h i l d  d i s c o v e r  and d e v e lo p  s e l f .

I  H e lp ed  h ê r  t o  d i s b o v e r  : h e r s e l f  th r o u g h  m a n ip u la t iv e  ' f  . 
m a t e r i a l s .

2 ,  H e lped  h e r  t o  r e a l i z e  s t r e n g t h s ,  t o  see  h e r s e l f  a s  a  
l i k e a b l e  and  a b le  p e r s o n ,

3 ,  A w aited  c h i l d ’ s n a t u r a l  s t r i d e  i n  w ork,

4 .  Took c h i l d  i n t o  a d u l t  c o n f id e n c e ,

5 .  Found and  d e v e lo p e d  p o t e n t i a l  powers i n  c h i l d .
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I * How i,d@a Qf" h # r s ç lf  fchahged ',

1 . Telli*  t e a c h e r  o f  b ad  c o n d u c t  i n  o t h e r  g r a d e s ,

2 .  T e l l s  t e a c h e r  she w i l l  be s o r r y  she  i s  h e r  p u p i l ,

3 .  Says so  t e a c h e r , c a n  h e a r ,  " I  know my r e p o r t  w ont be 
good . I ' v e  n e v e r  g o t t e n  a  good one y e t . "

4 .  In  c o n f e r e n c e s  t a l k s  o n ly  i n  te rm s  o f  h e r  w e a k n e s s e s .  
Shows p l e a s u r e  when t e a c h e r  p o i n t s  o u t  some s t r e n g t h s .

5 .  Q u i e t l y  and  w i t h  p r i d e  t e l l s  t e a c h e r  t h a t  h e r  f a t h e r  
who Was c a l l e d  t o  th e  d e a t h  b ed  o f  an  u n c le  â a i d  h e r  
r e p o r t  c a r d  was t h e  b e s t  g o in g  away p r e s e n t  he had  e v e r  
h a d .

6 .  ^ e l l s  t e a c h e r  she  i s  a c t i n g  much b e t t e r  and w o rk in g  on 
h e r s e l f ,

7 .  ' ^ e l l s  f r i e n d  how she c o n t r o l l e d  h e r s e l f  i n  a  d e f i n i t e  
i n c i d e n t ,

8 .  In  c t o f e r e n c e  l i s t s  some o f  h e r  s t r e n g t h s .

9 .  Remarks when t e a c h e r  r e t u r n s  from lo n g  ab se n c e  from th e  
c la s s r o o m .  "Even I  was g o o d ,"

10 , S ays  t o  t e a c h e r ,  "T h e re  i s  good i n  e v e ry b o d y ,"

I I .  How sh e  c o n s c i o u s l y  c o n t r o l l e d  h e r  v i o l e n t  e m o t io n s ,

1 ,  t h r e a t e n s  o t h e r s ,

2 ,  É i c k s  c h a i r  when th w a r t e d ,

3 ,  S u lk s  r a t h e r  th a n  say  w hat she f e e l s .

4 .  R ushes o u t  o f  room t o  a v o id  o u tw a rd  u g l i n e s s .

5 ,  Mumbles t o  s e l f  a s  she does  w hat she  she has  j u s t  
d e c l a r e d  she  w i l l  n o t  d o ,

6 , £ au g h s  a t  h e r s e l f  when t e a c h e r  l a u g h s  w i th  h e r .

7 ,  W alks away to  a n o t h e r  jo b  when f e e l s  h e r s e l f  g e t t i n g  
o u t  o f  l i n e ,

8 ,  T a lk s  o u t  d i f f e r e n c e s  .
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I I I .  How she  won a c c e p ta n c e  i n t o  g ro u p .

1 .  I s  i g n o r e d  by a l l  members who f e a r  h e r .

2 .  E s t a b l i s h e s  h e r s e l f  a s  c a p a b le  i n  d o in g  jo b s  f o r  t e a c h e r ,

3 .  W i l l i n g l y  d o es  r o u t i n e  jo b s  f o r  c l a s s  t h a t  do n o t  i n v o lv e  
p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s ,

4 .  I d e n t i f i e s  h é r s è l f  w i th  t e a c h e r  a s  h e l p e r .

5 .  ÿ e l l s  c h i l d  l e a d e r  t h a t  she  i s  im p ro v in g ,

6 .  G r a c i o u s l y  h e l p s  I n d i v i d u a l  members i n  a r i t h m e t i c ,

7 .  I s  r e q u e s t e d  by members t o  h e lp  them . C a l l s  i n  t e a c h e r  
t o  see  how w e l l  she  i s  d o in g .

8 .  V o lu n te e r s  t o  do t e d i o u s  jo b s  f o r  c l a s s  l i k e  co p y in g  
o v e r  p l a y  so  c l a s s  w i l l  have  e x t r a  c o p ie s ,

9 .  Makes good s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  o t h e r s  a r e  w o rk in g ,

10 , Com plim ents o t h e r s  , i m i t a t e s  t e a c h e r .

11 ,  T eaches  c l a s s  a  dance  she  l e a r n s  from s i s t e r s ,

12 , A c ts  w e l l  i n  p l a y .  S in g s  w e l l .

1 3 , 'J le lls  g roup  o f  g i r l s  she w ish e s  she c o u ld  be l i k e  them .

1 4 , Hugs a  g i r l  and  s a y s ,  "Oh th a n k  you f o r  a s k in g  me t o  g o ,"

15 , O rg a n iz e s  " L i t t l e  ^ e d  S ch o o l House" and  i s  acce j^ ted  
l e a d e r  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t im e ,

1 6 , C o n g r a t u l a t e s  th e  t a c h e r  on h a v in g  su ch  a  w o n d e rfu l  
c l a s s ,

1 7 ,  T eaches  a  sm a l l  c l a s s  in  a r i t h m e t i c .

IB , ^ i n d s  h e r s e l f  s c o r e  k e e p e r  i n  r a d i o  program  a sk s  th e  
th e  c l a s s  t o  v o te  and d e c id e  w h e th e r  she s h o u ld  keep  
th e  j o b .  G e ts  e l e c t e d ,

19 , B eg ins  l o o k in g  a f t e r  any c h i l d  she f e e l s  i s  l e f t  o u t .

2 0 ,



CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

Summary, th r o u g h  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  e v id e n c e  and  a n a l y s i s  

t h i s  s tu d y  h a s  p ro v e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  c a se  o f  S usan  E m ily  th e  s c h o o l  

was a  f o r c e  i n  h e l p i n g  h e r  t o  m od ify  h e r  b e h a v io r  and a c c o m p lis h  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k  o f  b e lo n g in g  to  a  p e e r  s o c i e t y .

C o n c l u s io n . One f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  s c h o o l  i s  t o  p ro v id e  

f o r  e a c h  c h i l d  th e  k i n d  o f  e n v iro n m e n t  w h ich  h e l p s  him e v o lv e  

a s  a  wholesome p e r s o n a l i t y  and  move fo rw a rd  In  h i s  d e v e lo p m en t .

R ecom m endations . To d a t e  t h e r e  i s  l i m i t e d  e v id e n c e

a known o f  w hat p a r t  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k s  a r e  p l a y i n g  a s  an

im p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  c u r r ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m en t .  O th e r  s t u d i e s  a r e

n e ed e d  to  s u b s t a n t i a t e  w hat k in d s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  c h i l d r e n

j  n e ed  to  have  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  n e x t  s t e p s  in  o u r  d e m o c ra t ic  s o c i e t y .  
3f

" C u rr ic u lu m  ch an g es  w i l l  v a r y  from community to  community, 

and  r i g h t l y  s o .  B ut th e y  s h o u ld  a l l  p ro c e e d  from th e  common 

p re m is e  t h a t  o n ly  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  m eets  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l  n eed s  o f  c h i l d r e n  can i t  be a  c u r r ic u lu m  w hich  

f o s t e r s  t h e  m e n ta l  h e a l t h  o f  c h i l d r e n . "  I

J . W , L i l i e n t h a l  111 and C a r o l in e  T ryon . C h a p te r  s ev e n .  

D ev e lo p m en ta l  T a sk s :  1 1 , F o s t e r i n g  M enta l H e a l th  i n  Our S c h o o l s . 

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  S u p e r v i s i o n  and  C u rr icu lu m  D evelopm ent, 1950 
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