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MAURICE PRANCIS BEGAN:
WRITER, TEACHER, DIPLOMAT



INTRODUCTION

Despite the exlistence of a large Irish minority in Amer-
ican socliety for well over & centurys it was not until John
P. Kennedy's election to the Presidency in November 1960 that
most Americans became aware of or Interested in the roles
their Irish Catholic fellow citizens had played in United
States history since they first began bo arrive in appreci-

.able numbers in the 1840's. In fact, the subject was not

s.even comprehensively researched untll 1963, when William V.

o

qShannon's The American Irish was published. This work was

.. the first major attenpt %o enalyze perceptively the more than

-one and one--quarter centuries of American sccilal history as

1t was 1ived by lmmigrant Irishmen snd thelr descendants.

According te Shennon, although the Irish had succeeded in

exerting influence in local goverument and local events dur-
ing the decades immediately followlng the Civil War, as late
as 1932 thne Irish were no further advanced in national poli-
tics than they had been & century before, despite their ea-
gerness and determination to become more involved. With oue
lonely exception, no Irish American Catholics had been ap-

polnted to positions of importance in the executive or judi-
cilal branches of the Federal Goverrment prior to Franklin D.

Roosevelt's presidency. The most that was given to them was

2



sn. occcaslonal diplomatic appolintment or second-rank patron-
age office. "Typicél," Shannon stated, "was Maurice Egan,
the man of letters whom Theodore Roosevelt named Minister to
Denmark in 1907.,"1
Maurice Francls Fgan was the author's great-grandfather,
and with the opportunities which this relationship gave, it
was possgible to research further the 1ife and contributions
of the man who received special notice in Shamnon's book.
Egan enjoyed not one but three successful careers =--~ as &
wrlter, a teacher, and a diplomat for three presidents ~--
Luring his seventy-two years. Because of his speclal talents
«he was successful in each of these fields despite his member-
ship by birth in America's Irish Catholic community. His
rise to fame was unique because he did not shun hls minorlity
ihackground; rather he used it as a vehicle to attain his
sgoals, and at the same time, gain acceptance by the White,
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant social system which prevailed in the
United States during his lifetime. In Literature he first
published in Catholic periodicals until he made a name for
‘kimself znd his work was welcomed by secular periodicals; in
journalism he was & strong veice in the Cétholic press in New
York and became kunowu to Richard Watson Gilder, Egan's even-
tual 1ink te the White House; as a teacher he joined the fac~
ulties of the University of Notre Deme and of Cathollc Univer-

sity of imerica and galned renown as a reformer and a man of

| 1w11113mvv, Shannon, The American Irish (New York,
1063), p. 327.




letters. Soon he became a sought-after guest in Washington

soclety. His life was noteworthy in that he turned unfavor-
zble clrcumstances and soclal obstacles intc avenues for suc-
cess, thereby setting an example for the other members of the

Jrish Catholic community in Ameriea.



CHAPTER I
EGAN: WRITER AND TEACHER

Egan was born in Philadelphia on May 24, 1852. Except
for the information contained in his memoirs, little 1s known
about hils parents or early years. XEgan said fhat his father,
Maurice Egan, emigrated to Philadelphia from Tipperary in the
-late 1820's, well before the potato famine drove scores of

s His countrymen to seek refuge on the North American coantinent.
iMaurice Zgan's motive for lezving his homeland i1s = mystery.
- A1l fhat is related to us is that he accompanied a wealthy

uncle with whom he soon guarreled and parted ways.1 Bgan's

y-father was an smiable,; well-mannered, sympathetic man with a

s

"democratbtic love of all people," a tralt which his son seemed

to have inheritadea Egan's mother, American-born Margaret
MacMullen, was deplcted as a beautiful, cultivated and re-
fined woman who, In contrast to her spouse, was preoccupled
with soclal dis*&;inctions.3

These contrasting personalities of Egan's parents,

1Wau“ice Prancis EBEgan, Recollections of a Hapoy Life
(New York, 1924), p. 17. Hereafter this work will be cited

88 Rec o?lections.
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rooted in Irish and European culiure and imbued with the vig-
oreus spirit and refinement of early American urban life, had
prsfound effects on the child whe arrived in the thirteenth
year of thelr marriage. As his life progressed and hils per-~
sonality developed, it appears that Egan acguired the best
attributes of both personslities and used then effectively
to facilitaste his advancement. If we are to believe Egan,
exposure to his father's ways made him a creative thinker,
vhile his mother's measured dignity and counservatism in social
matbters cultivated in him extremely conventional habits in
dress, deportment, and behavior and made him a stickler for
adherence to established behavior in etiquette and protocol
‘matﬁer3»4
BEgan's Philadelphla boyhood was spent in a well-super-
¥lsed, "hot-house envirconment." ZEgan enjeyed & small amount
o0& fresdom for a while, but it ended abruptly when his mother
became a Roman Catholic. Intensely devoted to her new re-
Aiglon, Hargaret Egan believed her son should be brought up
in surrovndings that would permit him to develop a similar
deep faith. Her method was to guard him, almost fanatically
at btlumes, from every possible threat to his religicus devel-
opment. She exerclsed such rigid control over every aspect

of bls 1ife in her zealousness o imbue him with an lntense

o]

eligious fervor that Egan concluded that his "business in

]

D)

ife was %o be a martyr."5 She chose all of his activities,

“rpidg., p. 41.

51pid., p. 39.



each of his companions, and his first school -- St. Phillip's
Parochlal School -- with the development of his faith fore-
most in her mind. Iven his reading material did not escape
her serubtiny. Instead of fairy tales and other children's
stories, which Egan probably would have preferred, she enter-
tained him with readings from her favorite c¢ass¢co,6

Several of these efforts had beneficial side effects.

Mrs. Pgan's readings cultivated Egan's interest in good 1lit-

rature and kxindled in him a desire to be a writer himself,
8 degire which was-to be the foumdation;éf cne successful
career- -and lead to the others. The selection of $t. Phillip's
isehool proved tc be fortunate, too. Bgan's contact there
with a tough gang of Irish stevedores' sons tended to offset
the effects of his overly protected home life. Generally,
Mrs. Bgan's efforts failed +to accomplish her primary goal
An fact, they had somewhat of an opposite effect. Egan devel-
oped a maverick spirit in thought, though not in deed, event-~
vally reacting against her religious views. In his later
years in particular, he became quite critical of the typlcal
:Irish=Catholic conservative beliefs and practices prevailing
in .the late nineteenth and early twentieth century Roman
Catholic Church in the United Sitates. (Hls reaction and
eriticism were never quite intense enough %o cause him %o
break his religious tles, however; he remained a practicing

Catholic throughout his life.)

Ibi’:g-;‘-o.g p . 47.
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English composition was Egan's best academlc subject,
voth at St. Phillip's and at La Salle College, where he ab-
tended high school as well as college. At La Salle, however
Egan found that his talent was nol always recognized. One
teacher gave him a low grade because he thought Egan's work
was toc good to have been original. Infuriated by the grade
Egan challenged the instructor to cite the work from which
Egan had supposedly plagiarized. The instructor could not.
To prove he was capable, Egan suggested that be be locked in
a room for an hour and allowed to write. The teacher admit-
ted his mistake when Igan emerged with a worthy composition.

A few pleces of Egan's were publishsd while he was
yeung, but bkis first literary success camne at seventeen when

Appleton’'s Journal accepted hiz essay "On Roses.”™ Though a

~mere syntheslis of other texts, it gained Fgan a considerable

seeamotnt of recognlition in Cathollc litereary clrcles.

After he completed his Tormal education; Egan was pri-
vately tutored for a time. Thew to please his father, he

began to study law in the office of Philadelphia attorney

John I. Rogers. But law d4ld not really appeal 1o him and

a literary career remalined his chief ambition.& So strongs

An fact, was his urge to continue writing that ever while

studying law he earned spending money by acting as the "Lon-

don, Paris, and Rome correspondent” of a local paper, “the

TIpid., pp. 53-55.
8Tpid., p. 40.
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Sunday Globe." When the paper went bankrupt, Egan's father
was hoxrified to hear his son confess 1w court; to become a
preferred creditor, that he had been such a versatile cor-

respendent.g

Besides his "forelgn dispatches” during this
period, Egan alSo‘Wrote'a’ﬁovel which was published in Henry

Peterson’'s Satvurday Evening Post, the first of a great many

contributions to that magazine, and three sonnets which were

accepted by Scribmner's. Despite his liferary“diversionss

Egan worked hard to fulfill his father's desires that he be-
come a lawyer. Eventually though, he dropped law altogether
to - return to school.

In 1873, Egan, now twenty-one, went %0 Géorgelown Col-
-dege in Washington, D.C., for graduate study. In return for
. Toom and board, he also taught several courses, the merit of:
@hich he later questioned. It was durlng this period that
he had his first real taste of politics. He became aware,
t00; of the Capiltal's diplomatic circle, meeting socially
nany of the diplomzts wlth whom he would later come intoe cone-

tact officially. '©

Despite these diversions, Egan's four
years at Georgetown were restless ones. Finally in 1877 he
left the school to travel to the southwestern United States
to investlgate the estate of his naternal granduncle Dou Juan

MacMulien, who as one of the early Texas empresariocs had

started several colonies of Irishmen there in the early nine-

S1vid., p. 58..

101v14., pp. 57-60.
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10

teenth century. During the trip Egan continued his wrlting,
periodically sending vignettes about his journey to various
eastern papers. L

The journey had s profound and lasting effect on Egan's
life. It was at this time, during the mapny hours the trip
gave him to reflect about his future, that Egan decided to

pursue a literary career and was prompted to accept an offer

40 ed@it McGee's Weekly, o Catholic magazine based in New York

City. Egen was-aiso moved to accept the positlion by a second
ceconsideration. It would give him the opportunity to live in
cosmopolitan New York, the nation's literary cepital. Hav-
ing tasted a cosmopolitan environment while Iin Washington,
D.0ss FEgen was most anxious to avoid returning to and seittling
in a relatively provincial city like Philadelphia;lg
5 Bgan's modest reputation as a writer and poet had pre-

cedepd him and he was well recelved in New York. Plunging

immedliately into the work of editing McGee's Weekly, he was

so busy from April 1878 to March 1879 that he had little time
for other literary activity. Egan learned newspaper work
guickly, and soon James A. McGee, the paper's proprietor,

13 The absence of &

- turned over most of the work to him.
copyright law allowed Egan to "spice-up" the heretofore drab

paper by lifting articles bodily from other publications and

111v1d., pp. 91-93.
12701d., pp. 94-98.

"31bid., pp. 109-110.



11

by inventing clever captions for the plctures he pilfered.

In hie Recollectlons he brushed aslde the fact that several

times he erred and his captions did not come remotely near
to describing accurately the illustrations they accompanied.
But Egan was rightfully proud that during his editorship

McGee 's Weekly became one of the more important Roman Catholic

diocesan Journals in the United Sta‘bes.14

Because he felt overworked and unappreciated, Egan re-
signed in March 1879 and returned temporarily to Philadelphia.
He went back to New York in December 1879 to become assis-

tant editor of Patrick V. Hickey's Catholic Review. Thils pe=-

4 - riodical was axn innovator in the field of Catholic Journalism

because it d4id not direct itself to the Irish Catholic ele-

oo ments. in American society and was not involved in political

,”ij.a

ané theological polemics. Egan attempted to liberalize the

Lowpublication further, but despite his progressive attitudes

* toward publishing, Hickey balked at any attempts to change

's editorial policies. Egoen belleved the editor

the Jjournal
had "secluded himself within a Chinese wall, the portals of
which were guarded by the honcurable members of the ecclesi-
astical hierarchy in Ireland. n15

Continued disagreement With Hickey compelled Egan to

leave the Review in January 1881 to become assoclate editor

“Frenk luther Mott, History of American Magazlnes,
l (vdIﬂbI"idgeg 1938)3 J» 69.
R

ecollections, p. 118,




of the Freeman's Journal, the foremost Catholic paper in New

1;36 ihe decision proved to be a fortunate one for Egan's

Yo

2]

literary development. His Journalistic experience grew con-
siderably at the Journal, and 1t was probably under the Jour-
nal's redoubtable editor and part owner, James A. McMaster,17
.that Egan developed fully kis talent for literary critlicism
which was to put him in great demand as a book reviewer in
later years. Egen's unguenchable sense of humor and his
afdaptebliity were invaluable assets 0 him while working on
the Journal. The firey McMaster, whose invective was as blt~
ter as his unlimited vocabulary could make it,18 spared no
one Who éiffered with him, making daily work under him an

often frustrating experience.

fiv!@Mnnt, History of American Magazines, Vol. IV (Cam-
oridge, 1957), p. 247.

1

e Enomas P. Meehan, "James A. McHaster," The Catholic
Encyclepedia, Vol. IV (New York, 1910), p. 506. Meehan de=-
seribed McMaster as follows: Although sound on fundamental
lgsues and principles, his primary weakness was fault find-
ing. In politics he was z States’' Rights Democrat and snti-
avolisionist whe took a very active and influential part in
the. .great national coutroversies which raged before the (Civil
War. His editorial zssaulits on Lincoln during the War caused
hin tc be impriscned at Yort Lafayette for eleven months as

& 6isloyal citizen. The Freeman's Journal was suppressed by
the government and did not resume publication until April

19, i804. McMaster then adopted a milder tone in politics
but- in everything else his old style remained. But with the
" advent of modern newspaper methods and the decline of per=-
"soual *Ournallsm a new generation with new ideals tired of
MeMaster's literary'violence and his once widespread pres-
tige .and influence waned. The whims and idilosyncracles of
the ¢ld man, who grew more and more difficult to manrnage as
the end of hils curlous and stormy career drew to a close,
8411l cramped and hampered the paper.

181vad.



lcMaster died in December 1886, and Egan became the sole

editor of the Preeman's Journal until September 1888, when he

left its staff to assume a teachling posltion at the Universiity

of Notre Dame. The paper's editorial policles changed little

under Egan's editorship. Egan continued the paper's firm sup-

port for President Grover Cleveland, a support which was so

strong, in fact, that in 1884 the paper had backed (Gleveland's

bid for the presidency even though most of its Irish Catholic

readers were expected to vote for Blaine because of his strong

ties with their community. Egan, for instance, resolutely
stocd behind the Democratic President in the furer which de-

sVgloped. when Qleveland attempted to return captured Coufed-

serate battle flags to several southern states. He published.

an editorial supporting the Presldent's position and a com-
gg%imentary Jetter from a Union veteran who was himsell seek-
gigg to returr three Confederate hattle flags to veterans of
bPickett's division at a Gettysburg Battle commemoration cer-
emcny.ig During the eariy months of Cleveland's unsuccessfiul
1888 campaign, Egan attempted %o sway public opinlon in favor
of Cleveland, the incumbent President, by publishing numer-

ous pro=-Cleveland articles and editorials as well as a state-~

ment by Cleveland's mother-in-law refuting the much publicized

charge that the President beat his young Wifevco Cleveland

18%recenan’s Journal, June 25, 1887, p. 4. T am indebted

to Mr. Sean Timothy Murphy for all citations from this perilod-

lcal.

20rpig., June 9, 1888, p. 4.
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vwas s¢ impressed by this support that he wrote & complimen-
~tary letter to Egan in ar effort to insure contlnuation of

“Bgan's sad the paper's backing. Egan hsd already left for

e

Fotre Dame by the time the letiter was dispatched, however,
-and was unable toc glve the Presldent the pledge he sought,
though in his reply Bgan did offer to assist the President's
campaign in Incliana..2§
As editor, ®Egan also eontiﬁued to focus the Journalfs
atteation on topics involving the Catholic Church and to de-
vote & great deal of its space to news about Ireland; a prac-
‘tice instituted by McMaster to cater to New York's iérge
Jxlish population. It was during this time that Hgan made his
Ffew comments on pineteenth century Irish intermsl politics,
& subjlect he seldom touched on again. In various editorlals,
Egan indlcated he favored the cause of Charies Stewart Par-
ell and the Irish Home Rule movement. Represenitative of his
views were hié comments prompted by the infamous Phoenix
Park murders, May 6, 1882: "No excuse can be made for the
intolerable tyranny and oppression which left up to the Irish
only.one weapon, that of conspiracy."22 Lgan also took swipes
- at .the English whenever possgitle to please the paper's Irish-
American readershlp. One of the better examples of hls anti-

British sarcasm was wrltten when he learned of a sermon in

which an Episcopallan minister in New York extolled Queen

i\\

>TRecollections, pp. 181-182,

2

19
"

R

‘reeman's Journal, July 21, 1888; July 28, 1888.

3
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Victoria as a model for 2ll womankind. "Is it really true,"”
¥gan retorted editorially in the Journal, "that domestic vir-
tue i3 such & rarity among us that we shouid 2ll grovel in
abject, 1diotic admiration at the feet of this fat, selflsh
and ugly old woman, because, forxr all we know to the countrary,
she has never broken the Sixth Commandment?"2

Egan's decision to leave the Jcurnal in the fall of 1888

take a2 tezaching post 2t Notre Dame was motivated by his

=

an
desire to psrfect hls legitimate literary skills, especially
hiz prose writing. Egan's nine years in New York City had
noet bveen devoted entirely tc Journalism. Even though news-
paper work was the craft which provided his living, Egan
stlll managed to find time for the more respected lliterary
pursuits. When he flrst arrived in New York, for instance,
Egan Jjoined the literary circle led by Richard Watson Glilder,

essistant editor of Scribner's.24 (Egan's entree to this

group was provided by Scribner’'s publication of several of

his sonnets some years eariier.) Gradually, Egan becawme
fully accepted as & regular member of Gilder's literary cire

cle, where he met and became friendly with such renowned

231vid., July 2, 1887, p. 4.
241% wag Gllder who in later years, as editor of the
Century Magazine, successor to Scribner’'s, made that publi-
cation the leading literary Journal in the country. It was
» 8lso Gilder, who as the friend and confidant of Grover (levee
dand, was Egan's 1link with the White House in the years of
the Cleveland administrations. It was salso Gilder whe intro-
;?uged Egan to Theodore Roosevelt in 1901. Recollectiouns, pp.
00, 114, ‘ ' )
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suthors of the day as William Dean Howells, Henry James, and
Brander Matthews. Egan continued to have his work published

by Scribner's and then by fentury. Gradually, his lliterary

stature grew and he branched out, contributing extensively to

the Norih American Review, Harper's Magazine, and the New York

Iimes bock review columns as well as %o numerous Cathoiic pe-
riodicals and, occasionally, to Charles Dana's Hew York §E£~25
He wrote s0 prolifically during these hectic years between
1881 and 1888, in fact, that at his pesk he averaged 10,000
to 15,000 words a week on widely diversified subjects.26
Egan's literary efforts were not restricted solely to
articles, essays, asnd book reviews. He <rled poetry and the
novel as well. His first volume of poems in particular showed
promise but after several years and several new publicatlons

of hls verse, Egan had still not completely fulfilled the

critics’ original expectaticns. According to Critic Walter

- Liecky, Igan published too quickly to take sufficient tice to

polish and perfect his work. Moreover, Egan had the misfor-
tune to be a ploneer in American Catholic literature. His
vyoens appealed primarily to a distincet class and failed to
attract proper criticasl attention, so he was unable to obtalun
the type of criticism he needed to improve his work. With

scme dltterness, Lecky saw the position Egan was in. "The

25Recollections, p. 114, Dana sald of Egan and William
Dean Howells that they were "the only Amerlcans who wrote a
good Fuglish stylel”

A

>

201p1g., p. 157.



clesss to which Mr. Egan belongs has no criticism to offer .
. « 3" he wrote. "If an author's book sells, his name is
blazoned forth in naif a huﬁdred headless petty Journals.
‘His most glaring defects become through their glasses mystic
beauty spoeits . . .+ + A clique grows around him; whose duty
3e to puff the master. It 1s such reasons as these that
have limited the scope and dwarfed the really fine genius of

~
2T Egan, too, saw that the American Catholic

‘- Maurice Egan.
literature of the 1880's was "anaemic," but it is doudbtful
whether he realized that he himself was a victim of 1ts dis-
eased state, especlally since he had attain;d some success

with: his shorter poems, notably his sonmets. In these works,

Bgax's scope was broader and his touch more firm; here existed

the mastery of musical expression which was lacking in his
longerspoems. Even the critical Lecky acknowledged, in 1895,

thet Bgan was "at the head of the younger Americarn school of

While Egan's poetry was romantic and idealistic, his
noevels treated topics that were wholly realistic and they
-exemplify the trends which were shaping American literature,
-egpeclially the American novel, during these years. ZEgan's
novels dealt mostly with Irish-American -- but not zlways
Cathollce -~ 1life, Generaily, they were sget against back-

grounds of drab, everyday surroundings and filled with mi-

.QYWalter Lecky, Down at Caxton's {(Baltimore, 1895), pp.

o)
?81pia., p. 62.
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18
nutely detailed real-life characters through whose lives Egan
protested the evils of the times. Egan's novels, character-

istic of the works of social protest which became prevalent

in the 18¢0's, bear out Commager's statement, in The American

Mind, that "the whole panel of lesser novelists of the Roo=-
sevelt-Wilson era, however they differed in background and
training, united with Howells and Herrick and Churchilll in
pronouncing a verdict of guilty against American business and
businessmen of this generation."gg
Throughout his New York years, Egan, unfortunately, wrote
under great pressures: the pressure of conflicting odbliga-
tious to employer and familySBO and ‘the pressure of his many
and varied literary interests and pursuits. He was so act-
ive s&s @ .poet, novelist, essayist, and book reviewer, in ad-
éition %o meking his living as a Journalist, that he was un-
able to achieve complete mastery in any of these literary
farms though he was an adequate, often entertaining novelist
and prominent among the minor poets of his day.31 He simply
never woxked .long enough in any one particular literary craft

~to develop the skill which can be obtained only from constant,

29Henry Steele Commager, The American Mind (New Haven,
1950), pp. 257-258. Actually, Egan condemned the economlc
gystem most voceiferously and Joined the ranks of what Com-
nager called the "Literature of Revolt” chiefly in his later
novels, especlally The Ivy Hedge (1914), which abounds with
characters caught up in the social issues of the day.

3LEgan had married Katharine Mullin of Philadelphia in
September 1880.

31

Lecky, op. cit., pp. 54-56.



devoted, often arduous practice., He did not have the time
necessary to do so, even though he possessed the desire. It
is easy 1o understand, then, why the Notre Dame offer was so
attractive to-him -~ with its salary increase and leisure
tine for writing.

Life at South Bend was exactly what Egan had hoped for.
His income was adequate for small~town living and his position
as professor of English. literature gave him the time he needed
tO\write.BZ
the direction he was able to give the University as it sought
ayo liberalize and broaden its.curriculum.33 In the classroom
he was left entirely free to teach as he deslred, so nmuch so
Ahat he .felt that perhaps he had been "spoiled by the kindly
opinion that whatever he did was sure to be righ't."34

Teaching at Catholic University, to which Egan trans-
#erred in 1896, was quite a contrast. The "academic" free-
;Ao which permeated Notre Dame did not exist at this insti-

tution, which had served exclusively for the education of

priests untll 1889 when its school of philosophy was first

320ne bulk of Egan's novels and textbooks were writiten
during this decade at Notre Dame. Some of the titles follow:
Disappearance of John Longworthy (Notre Dame, 1891); Pirst
Steps in the Sciences, with Object ILessons, translation and
adaptation of Paul Bexrt (New York, 1003); How They Worked
Their Way,. and Other Tales:. Stories of Duty (New.York, 1892);
Success of Patrick Desmond (Notre Dame, 1893)3 A Gentleman
(New York, 1893); A Marriage of Reason (Baltimore, 1893).

33pecollections, pp. 156-157.

“3%4Ipid., p. 185.

Purthermore, he gained personal satisfaction from
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opered to laymen. Instead, its comservative faculty and

administration were bound to stuffy academic traditions dic-
tated by the beliefs of the Church. The schocl had actively
sought Egan for its staff because he was a prominent; well-
gualified Catholic and it would hire nc one but a member of
the Church. Egan had not particularly wanted the Jjob. He
had been quite happy at South Bend and was not anxious to re-
turn to Washingtorn, which he believed was a pooxr place to
raise children. But Mrs. Egan pressed for the change hecause
she longed to return to Washington's cosmcpolitan way of life,
and Egen finally gave in and accepted a post zs one of the
ﬁ%llege’s two professors of English.35

it Regrettably, strong undercurrents of conflict between
0ld and new phlilosophies of education existed_at Catheolic

Uﬁiversity at this time, and Egan gradually became disen-

: éhnanited with the comservative leadership of the school. In-

creasingly, he sought outside literary contacts ané interests
even though his lectures demanded a great deal of preparation.
He served as s correspondent for a Londou weekly paper and
contributed frequently té various lilterary magazines. Re-
guests foxr his articles and stories increased greatly after
the successful publlcation in Century of a collection of

short storles called The Wiles of Sexton Maginnis, which

satirized the Irish-Catholic viewpoint of various current

subjects.36

351pid., pp. 177-180, 185.

3biﬁ‘he stories were popular and in 1909 they were pub-
i1ished in book form.



Egan's outside activities, however, were not restricted
‘to literary linterests while he taught at Cathollc University.
Two 0ld college friends, William P. Harriety, chairman of the
Démacratic National Committee . in 1896, and Senator Thonmas
Carter of Montana, chairman of the Republican National Com~
rittee in 1892, sparked his interest in politics, and while
+he was still on the Catholic University faculty, Egan embarked
on his third and most prestiglous career as, in Theodors RoO-
sevelt's words, "unofficial adviser to . . . three presidents

n37

v, Bgan's "unofficial relationship with the Presidency
had -actually begun dur;ng Cleveland's second adminisiration.
In 31893, while FEgan was still at Notre Dame, Gleveland~cffgred
him 2 d4iplomatic assignment in Athens. Egan turned down the
pesition, but the offer of a diplomatic post at some future
bime was left open to him for the askiﬂg.38
Senator Thomas Carter was Egan's link to the White House
‘afver Egan returned to Washlington in 1896. A goéd friend and
occasional adviser of McKinley, Carter would often bring Mc-
Kinley's problems to Egan for suggestions and advice. Im-
medliately after they conferred with each other, Carter would

usually meet with the President. Topics discussed were most

cften concerned with developments of law in forelgn ccuntriles,

3?Reeollections, vp. 192=193,

38&0;&., pp. 18i-182, It was undoubtedly Rlchard Wat-
son Gilder who brought Egan's name to Cleveland's attenticn.
See Note 24.
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& topic on which Bgan could give the foreign viewpolnt be-
cause of his Jjournalistic contacts in Rome and in Prance.

The ¢uestlion of the Philippines was widely debated during

the McKinley administration and several conferences were held
between Egan and Carter on the subject of the friars' lands
in those isl&ﬂdS.BQ McKinley even suggested that Egan go
unofficially %o Rome 1o assess the entire situation and see
what adjustments of the religious difficulties in the Phillip-
DPineg were possible. Carter mentioned that as & reward Egan
might be sent to Quirinal as ambassador or made minister to

the Vatican if such a position ever evolved. Egan declined

poutright; however, stat¢ng that he had ne aunbitions whatso-

’

39J@me A, LeRoy, Americans in the Philippines, Vol.

Ir (¥°w York, 1914}, p. 304, Under ibs Constitution, the
Inited States Government could not succeed to the position
of the King of Spain as "royal patron of religion' within
Wae domains subject to him and could not exercise in the
Prnilippines the right of appointment to benefices or the
~eontrol of Church property any more than it could pay for
the support ¢f the imstitutions of the Church. But there
were many thorny questlons invelved in the decision as to
vhere the title to some of this property had been vested
and should .be vested in the future. All this was apart from
the practically more urgent question whether the legal prin~
ciple of "prescription” would apply in any and all the cases
of landed estates claimed by the religious orders. Further-
rore, there might prove to be merit in the contentions of
rany Pilipincs that valid titles could not be shown for a
part of the land included within these estates. Moreover,
there were additional legal questions as te whether, even

if the friars had good titles, by prescription cr otherwlse,
their aileged transfers of the lands to foreign corperations
in 1898, 1899, and 1900 were valid. Finally, there was a
practical issue of fact as to whether or not thelr transfers
were fictitious and designed to facilitate the collection of
rents and cngoyment of other profits from these lands, of
which the former landlords had virtually been deprived since
1890.




o . . . 2
ever for a diplomatic career.*o

With Theodore Roosevelt's accession to the Presidency,
Egan became more closely assoclated with the White House.
The two men had first become acguainted in the 1880's, when
Roosevelt, through correspondence, asked Egan to criticize
several of his writings. The two men found that they had
many common literary likes and dislikes. They never met per-
sonally, however, until Richard Watson Gilder imtroduced them
.after Roosevelt had beconme President.41 Theiy friendship
grew much closer when Robert Lincoln 0'Brien of the Ladies

Home Journal was unable to continue writing a series of "in-

terpretations” of Roosevelt for that magazine. The President
asked Fgan to finish the articles, which necessitated several
weekly visits by Egan to the White House. After the weekly
sepslons were over, Egan continued to be a frequent luncheon
companion of Roosevelt's; discussing with the President var-
icus zspects of literature or one of the President’'s own re-

‘s 4
cent writings. 2

AOGraham H. Stuart, American Diplomatic and Consulay
Yractice (Wew York, 1952), p. 133. oSee also Recollections,
PL. 192~197, 199. During this perivd, although he does not

+menticn 1t in his Recollections, Egan must have had some dl-
.rect contact with President McKinley, if only soclally, for
in the McKinley Papers there are occasicnal letters inviting
Egan to various White House functions. I am indebted- -to Pro-
Tfessor Richard B. Sherman for these citations from the William
McKinley Papers, Library of Congress, Vel. 132, Gecrge M. Cor=
telyou to Maurice P. Egan, January 10, 1900,

& . » .
v1Maurlce Francis Egan, "Theodore Roosevelt in Retro-
spect,” The Atlantic Monthly (May 191S), pp. 676-685.

Lo

Recollectlions, pp. 204;2053 208.
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- ture. of friendship.*

Llke hils predecesscr; Roosevelt wanted the opinion of z
Catholic layman on the Philippine problem. Roosevelt found
such a great divergence of opinions among Catholic ecclesli-
astics that he wanted counsel from another sourcs. The legsl
@ifficulties councerning the friars' lands, above and beyond
the reiigious ones, were, however, much more complicated than
Egan's simple and naive proposed solution indicated. Egan
advised the President tc submit the problem tc the Pope and
to abide by his decision.

Despite such questionable advice, a warm relatlionship

s continued to grow between the two men, and in 1206 Roosevelt

aprpointed Egan as a member of the Indian Commission as & ges-

v \
Since this was only an honroxrary com-

‘mittee, FEgan believed that his acceptance of the post would

-

not violate his desire to remain aloof from politics, a de-
sire so gtrong that he had turned down two offers of diplo-~

matic posits by former administrations because of it. Egan

considered the diplomatic corps to be & group of underpaid,
overworked.public sexrvante whose livelihoods were on the fir-
ing line with every presidential election and he wanted no
vart of such an existence. 3But in June 1907, the ambassador-
ehip tn Japan became vaeantsaand T.J. 0'Brien, the United

States Minister to Demmark, was transferred t¢ the position.

431bsd., pp. 201-202.

s,

44it is unclear why their relationship developed. The

ocne plausible explanation was thelr mnutual interest in 1it-
erature.

~ N
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Roosevelt, wishing to £ill the vacancy in Denmark with "a
man who knew equally well the traditions of the old world
and the practices of the new," asked Egan to accept the post.
When FEgan refused, Roosevelt gave him an uvltimatum, "I eam go-
ing down to my little house in Virginia for about & week,"

the Piegident said. "When I return
wh

expect you to say yes.

Ul M

and T will send you té Copenhagen.,
The declsion was difficult for Egan. Besldes his desire
to stay out of govermmental service, he had come %o enjoy
living iz Vashington and was reluctant to leazve the country.
Furivarmore, his wife did neot relish the idea of such & great
chianee, ut Roosevelt's offexr came at a time when Egan was
diggatisfied with his work at Catholic University and had al-
ready declded vto resign from the faculty. Egan wanted more

Time to write, but the extenslve prevarations regquired for

0

his«classes made this impossible. FHe had no assisbants, de-
spite hils need for help, especlally the aild of a philologist
trained in 0ld English. Egan's dissatisfaction had been fur-
ther sugmented by the school's financial position. Recent
financial reverses had forced the Catholic University trustees
T0 pursue stern economic measures, which were reflected in
‘Bgan's salary and overlosded work schedule. Roosevelt's offer
of a diplomatic post in Copenhsgen, in contrasst, presented the
opporturity for a greater salary, more congenial surroundings,

travel,; added professional and soclal prestige, and greater

45pecollections, pp. 197-198, 206, 217.
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leisure time for writing -~ 21l the things in life which
Egan desired(46 So, Hgan decided to accept the Copennagen
post where he would spend the next ten years, ingratiate him-~
self with the Danish people, and become the "Prince Charming

of +the Diplomatic Corps.“47

“1pid., pp. 217-218.

JEomuont s v

4‘Henry Van Dyke, "Intrcductlon," Recclliections, p. X.




CHAPTER II
EGAN: THE DIPLOMAT

Egan's appointment was welcomed.by nany prominent Ameri-

cans. In a letter to the New York Times, Richard Watson Gil-

der, well-knowm literary figure,; expressed tﬁe feelings of
many of them: "President Roosevelt, in senrnding Dr. Mauricg
F.. Egan zs our Minister to Denmark, not only selects for that
post a scholaxr and writer of genius and one highly competent
for his new position, but thereh& gives pleasure fo an unu-
sually wide circle of acquaintances and friends of the new
Minister . . « ." Gilder praised Egen as "a keen-minded stu-
dent and teacher of literature, a delighﬁfﬁl 2LHOTy Writer,
and writer of exquisite verse,"” who had endeared himself "to
many personslly for his wit, hils geniality, and the loyalty
of his friendship."

~Although a non-career dipiomat, Egan was well qualified

rh

for the numerous duties cof his ministerial post. Somewhat

of a linguist, ke was fluent in French, capable of simple
conversation in Italisn, and had a reading knowledge of Ger-
man, although he knew no Danish. He had gained much practi-

czl experience in the intricacies of public relations while

1New York Times, June i, 1907. No mention of the Danish
"reaction to Egan's appointment was made in the New York Times.
English travslations of Danish sources are unavailable.
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working as a newspaper editor and he could adapt to naw sur-
roundings. This abiiity to accept change so easlily was hu~
morously described by Rooseveltis secretary as “plasticliy®
and by the President as "that defect of your quﬁlities . o'u
/[ which 7 will help you Gery much ag a dlplomatist =« you
will soon be sufficiently Danish te make them understand you,
and still sufficlently American to keep that stesl rod which
answers for a hack-bone in a perpendisular Pcsitiane”g Be-
sldes possessing iigreat personal charm,"ﬁ Egan was kﬁown for
his witty conversation and was able at a moment's notice to
tell a wonderful story on practically any topilc. Presente
day faculty members at the University of Notre Dame still re-

-member him. He always ''was expected to tell a good story and

. &
e ¢ o NG one bothered whether he told the exact truth or not."

For several years, "President Roosevelt . o » had admired his
unfailing tact « « " and ability %o handle people which

. . . - . 5
seemed to make him a natural for the diplomatic fleld.” The

o

one personal limitatlion BEgan had was hls pocketbook. Ia the

2Recollections, P. 219

3Charles Callan Tansill, The Purchage of the Danish West

Indies (Baltimore, 1936), p. 454.

Letter from Reverend Thomas T. McAvVoy, CeS.C., Unilver-
sity of Notre Dame Archivist, June 16, 1965. Egan never lost
this ability and after retiring from public life would amuse
his grandchildren during his vislts to thelr suamer cottage
at Mountain Lake Park, Maryland, by making wup stories in which

the children themselves were characters. Interview with Egan's

daughter-in~law, Mrs. Gerald Egan, Washington, D.C., April
1965,

STansill, 0pe cit., p. 454,
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early 1900's, the United States diplomatic corps was generally
composed °of wealthy men with independent incomes. Egan kuew
he would encounter many problems because the position's
$10,000 annual salary was inadequate.6 He believed he would
5@ abie to supplement the salary by royalties, especlally
from the sale of his school books. So convinced was he thatl
this additional income together with hlis salary would be suf-
ficient, that he refused financial aid offered to him by his
wealthiexr friends,7
Tne most important issue facing the new minister when he
arrived on August 27, 1907, was the United States’' desire to
raequire the Danlsh West Indles. Negotlations had first open-
vwed in 1867, but after the failure of the most recent attempt
;dn 1902, the prospect seemed unpromising. Nelther President
WRoosevelt nor Senator Henry Cabot Lodge expected him to come
‘plete the purchase, but they did seen to think that he "was
the best man to pave the Way!"B
Before tackling that problem Egan first had to dispel

© the popular Danish notion that Americans were blatant impe-
rialists opposed to things cultural and devoted to the pur-
suit of material ends -- a viewpoint created by the boorilsh

free-spendlng funerican tourists who frequented Denmark.9

Sout of this salary he was to rent, furnish, and staff
the Lesgation in Copenhagen in addition to financing the of~
ficlal entertalinment,

(Reaallectionsy,pp. 220-221,

81pid., p. 218,

Q o : TP,
“Tanslldl, op. cit., v. 457,



Bgan wss confident that he could rise above this stereo-

type for several reasons. He had a reputation as a man of"

Jetters, which made him quite accepitable to the Danish press.jo

He had come from Washington, which the Danes considered to be
a clty of culture, and he was not rich,“so the Danes could

not assume that he had purchased his post with campaign con-
tribu%ions.11 Turthermores, Bgan did not regard himgelf as a

political appointee like most of the non-career diplomats of

his day. As he emphasized in his Recollections, Egan went to

Denmark because Roosevelt. insisted that he was needed and

» well qualified for the Jjoh. He did not regard his appoint-
nment as a "pay-off" or display of cronylism, even though to

- all outward appearances the opposite seemed trus. Roosevelﬁ’s

precise molivations for the appointment will never be known,

.- but his close friendship wlth Egan and, especlally, Egan's

. Irish Catholic background were undoubdbtedly prime considers-

. 12 , . :
tions. Roosevelt took great pride in the fact that his
appointees included men of almost all religlons and back-

groundS.13 Bgan's personal qualifications certainly figured

105istorian Tansill called him "an eminent scholar in
the field of English literature." op. cit., p. 454,

IiMaurice Prancis Egan, Ten Years Near the German ¥Fron-
tier (Wew York, 1919), p. 66. . Hereartexr this work will be
cited as Ten Years.

'

12179114 am Shannon had ancther opinicn and believed Egan
was appeinted to the post "in reward for his service ag an un-
official contact with the Catholic hierarchy on Church-State
problems in the Philippines and elsewhere.”™ The Amerlican

irigh, p. 328.

; ijJohn Morton Blum, The Republican Roosevelt (WNew York,
1902)9 p' 570
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in Boosevelt's declsion,; *oo. As Tansill notes in his defin-
itive study of the Danish West Indies purchase, "if a diplo-
mat was really needed at (openhagen there was little doubt
that Dr. Egan could rise to the occasion‘"1& Roosevelt, who
frequertly made political appointments, wés nevertheless
"irked by shirkers and incompetents and those unduly impress-
ed with pomp and social status."15
Even. though Egan "had always looked on the Americen dip-
lomatic service as unworthy of serious consideration," once
‘ne, arrived 1n Copenhagen he faced his new dutles with great
eﬁtgﬁsiasm.16 As soon as he was settled in his pest, he be-
gan-<to Learn Danish and through intensive study and the help
of @, tutor.he quickly became fluent in the language. He dem=-
onstrated his ability to the Danes by translating e Danish’
Ayric into Engllish, an act which made him quite popular and
ingreased the prestige of the United States. Egan thern im=-
mersed himself in Danish 1life t0o avoid the common American

V7 He

Failing of judgling fereigners by American standards.
. developed & strong admiration for the Danes' "eleganit sim-

© plicity" and thelr devetion to the arts.'a He spplied all

Lo

A ingenulty to.publiclzing the United States and promoting

14n ‘
Tansill, op. cit., p. 454,
- 2k ’A York, 1962}, pp. 25=20.
?JHeward K. Beale, Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of
America to World Power (New York, 1952); pp. 25-20.

16

Recollections, p. 220.

a e
e vesrs, p. 67.

181p14., p. 196.
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a climate of understanding and respect between the two coun-
tries. His efforts to win the favor of the people met with
great success. According to Dr. Heary Goddard Leach, noted
sutnority on Scandinavian civilization, "his / Egan's_/ gra-
clousness and generousity became almost f@lklore in DPenmark,
and the Danes loved his humor."'®
Egan's early ministerlal work consisted primarily cof

furnishing congressmen with reports on various soclological
and economic questions. During this time he also developed
~a system of protocol -- one which Egasn sald "saved us from
J?mbarrassing mistakes; . . . It was generally concluded that,
%?er Anericans, we were amazingly correct!"zo Indeed, eti-
ﬁgue%te“and protocol were his fortes. He had élways been "de~

n2t He was a stickler for

voted %0 all klnds of. ceremonials.
proper dress end even while teaching &t Notre Dame had been

@asked, to deliver a series of lectures on manners and eti-

_ 19Henry Goddard Teach, My Last Seveniy Years (New York,
1956); p. 115, Dr. Leach (A.B., Princecon, 19035; A.M., Har-
vard, 1905; Ph.D., Harvard, 1908}, has an extensive backe
ground in Scandinsvian studies. He served as the curator of
Scandinavian history and literature 2t Harvard Unlversity
from 1921 to 1931 and was professor of Scandinavian civili-
zgtlon at the University of Kansas for several years after
he assumed the post in 1947. He was also secretary of the
American Scandinavian Foundation from 1912 to 1921 and pres=-
ident of that orgaenigzation from 1926 tc 1947. He first be-
came acgualnted with Egan while studying in Deamark from i910
to 1912 as a Harvard travelling fellow. Dr. Leach has written
several books on various aspects of Scandinavian civilization
and is the reciplent of five honcorary degrees and numerous
decorations, many from the Scandinavian nations. Who's Who
ir America, Vol. 35, 1968-1969 (Chicago, 1968), p. 1290.

QORecollections, p. 236.
2irpida., p. 248,



= L,

quette. Whether at a royal dinner, a formal reception, or.
at s simple diplomatic exchange,; Egan always felt at ease. In.
fact, the more formal and demanding the occasion, the more he
relicshed it. President Roosevelt would have hesitated to
aproint him if he had not been equipped to handle the sccial
obligations so important in the life of a successful diplo-
mat. ]

Egan had not been in Denmark long when he became con-
cerned with Germany's apparent efforts to make Denmark a Ger-
mzn sphere of influence‘.23 Almost everywhere, Egan found
.evidence of German attempts to dominate Danlsh life. One of
rgﬁhe tactics Egan observed was the German sttempt to condition
f/the Danes to identify all cultural achievement with Germany.

Egan believed that the Germans were overwhnelming the Danes

mﬁ%ﬁith liberal exports of the best German literature, ari, sci-

. smence, and muslc. The Danes were highly vulnerable to such
German. cultural influences. Like the rest of Scandinavia,
Denmark was small and possessed a distinctive languasge. Then,
as now, Danlsh authors had %o publish in a major langunage ir

they hoped to reach a wide audience. Germany took full ade-

22The lectures were later published under the title A
Gentleman (Wew York, 1893). Some of the chapter titles were:
"Tetter writing"; "Rules of Etiquette"; and "What Does Not
Make a Genpleman"..

o3

Al+hough Egun s own book Ten Years Near the German
Frontier is the only published monograph on thils subject,
bis ;indibgw have been coufirmed, if only in sketchy. terms,
by C. Pritief Ander in The Building of Modern Sweden (Rock:
Island, Tllinois, 1958), pp. B; 15, and by T.K. Derry 1n A
'ShsrthJDLoxy of Norway - (London, - 1957), pp. 213=215..




vantage of this situatior and willingly provided the npeces-
sary services to “friendly,critics.ﬂe;

Much to Egan‘s chagrin, the German efforts appeared to
be succeeding, despite the Danes' natural fear and distrust
of Germany as a result of the Schleswig-Holsteln conquest.
Egan beceme convinced that te counteract this growth of Ger-
men influence he had to launch a campalgn of his own to pro-
mete a favorable image of and create sympathy for the United
States; in his own words, his "first duty . . . / as_/ a dip-

neb

lomatist . . . / was_/ to make propdganda. Egan becane

a5l active supporter of exchange programs between Denmark and
the Unlited States. Preliminary work along this line had al-
ready bveen done by Dr. Nlcholas Murray Butler of Columbia
University, who, like Egan, had hoped to offset some of the
germams? rropvaganda efforts with the exchaunge of professors,
lecturers, and students. Through Butler's endeavor Frofessor
Ottc Jespersen, a philologist from the Universlity of Copen-
hagen, visited the United States. In retursn Butler, Dr. Scho=
field of Harvard, and Dr. Gore oi George Washington University,

' 6
ell eninent scholsrs, lectured in Denmark.2

Egan's back~-
ground as & scholar and writer gave him a natural apprecia-
~tlon for such programs of cultural exchange and also assured

him a respectful hearing in Danish Intellectual circles. He

Q'L}M&E‘ﬁ: pp. 141-148,
““Ipid.

261p1d., pp. 142-143,



also participated in thils cultural program by undertaking

lecture tours in the Danish provincesa7 and by contributing .7
- several poems on Danish themes to some of the leading United

States msgazines, including the Century Magazine and Scrib-

ner's.”

The Danes took particular note of Egan when in 1908 he
was elscted a member of the National Institute of Arts and
Letters. In 1911 he gained even more prestlge when he took
tire off from his diplomatlic duties to deliver a series of

lectures at Johns Hopkins. 23

He gave similar talks at Har-
vard in 191&.30 In 1911 he was also chosen to be the repre-
sentative of Georgetown University at the centenary of the

Royal Frederick University in Christiania, Norway, where ke
was plcked as the dean of the representatives from the west-
ern hemisphere.31

Egan was pleased by all these honors. But perheps his

2Tgean found that he learned more about "the atiitude
of the Danish mind" during these tours than he dié during
the hundrads of formal dinners he geve snd attended. Ten
Years. p. 150.

Eb%ae, for instance, Egan. "Swimmer at Elsinore,
Scribner's, LVI (September, 1914), p. 406, and "Dsn;@h Cas
Fle,™ Century Magazine, LXXIX (November, 1909), p. 116.

dgsee New York Times, May 13, 1011.

Dgee New York Times, April 9, 1914, and Recoilections,

D, 288,

37Tr*s honor, while 1mpre°sive o the Danes, 1s not very
important when compared with Egan's other accomplishments.
In selecting 1ts representatlve, Georgeﬁown would have wanfed
4o .have curbed expenses as well as selected a worthy man.
Fgan was a renowned scholar, a Georgetown graduate, and a-
resldent of Scandinavia. He was the obvious cholce.



greatest pleasure at this time came when a Danish publishing
house asked him to draw up a list of American books sultable
for translation and publication in Denmark. Aumerican liter-

ature was virtually unknown in pre~World War I-Denmark, but

Egan's efforts to counteract German propaganda and to publl- .

cize the United States had pald off. Because of hls efforts
the Danes finally began tc realize that imerlca possessed
nmore than a rude frontlier culture, and Egan was satlsfied
that the United States finally commanded the respect in Dane-
igh intellectual circles that he belleved it should,

5. In economic areas Egan confronted more difficult prob-
iens. He believed that United States tariff laws were fly-
ing in the face of all his efforts %o improve Danish-American
relaticons. .Two particular instances of high tariffs caused
Egan a great deal of embarrassment. At Amager, an island
near the clty of Copenhagen, the descendants of the early
Dutch setilers grew the finest cabbage and cauliflower in
Farope. Since the farmers were anxious to market their cab-
bage in the United States, it was important both to them and
to the Scandinsvlian-American Line, the shippers, that the
cabbhage enter the Unlited States with as little duty as pos-
sible. Unfortunately, Egan complained, "Qur legislators did
not think so; the tariff on the inoffensive cabbages was put
so high that export ceased."”2 The second ecomomic source

¢f embarrassment for Egan was that of Royal Danish Porcelain.

32Recollections, p. 262.
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Although one of the %typical products of Copenhagen it had
never been commerclalized. No matter what the temptation,
factory managers did not lower the quality of their artistic
product. Egan knew that the porcelain 4id not really compete
with any similar product in the Unlted States, dbut the importd
taxes placed upon it were glmost prohibitive. To Egan it
seemed "useless to talk of friendly feeling toward =z small
-country when ite limited products were barred . . . L33
Bgan attempted to use his influence to have the tariff on the
Amagey produce and the tariff on Danish percelain reduced so
that Denmark could sell these goods on the American market.
Ju-return Egan tried tc get the Danes to accept a patent con-
yention with the United States. He failed in both instances.34
In January 1911, Andrew Carnegle; the steel magnate, made
an offexr to the Danish Government, through Egan, to establish
& "Hero Fund" similar to ones already established in the
United States, Canada; Newfoundland, Britain, France, and
Germany. The fund was designed te support the wives and fam-
.ilies of men killed while performing some act of herolsm in
peacetime or to support the herc himself during his disability,
should he have been injured. In his letter *to the King of
Denmark, Carnegle outlined the principles of the PFund, gave
some exsmples, and suggested that Egan be made vice-president
. 02

of the Fund in Denmark. Egan doubtlessly appreciated the

331bid. 341p14.

25 pndrew Carnegie to the King of Deumark, March 24, 1911.
Cupy of or;glnal letter on loan to author from Mrs. John Cra-
mer, Fgan's granddaughter.



cpportunity to be of service to this worthy cause, but it
nade great demands on his valuable time. He was besieged
with requests for ald and a considerable amouunt of his aciiv-
ity was spent in "Hero Fund" administrative work. However
upsetting Garnegié's gift Wés to Egan's routine, it did pro-
vide another avenue for upgrading Danish-fmerican relations.

Even vetter opportunities for lIncreasing American pres-
tige in Dermark during Bgan's early years at his post were
presented by the visite to Copenhagen of several notable
Americgns: Dr. Prederick A. Cook, the Arctic explorer; for-
mer President Roosevelt; Booker T. Washlington, the Negro ed-
gpatorvand,founder of Tuskegee Institute: and the officers
&nd men of a division of the U.S. Navy's Atlantic Fleet.

Dr. Cook's arrivédl in Copenrhagen on September 4, 1200,
@gganva well-publicized, but embarrassing week for Egan. "I
zm afraid I received the news of his / Cook's_/ coming rather
dndifferently," bhe later wrote. YA consul from Greenland
came in one afternoon and informed me that the greatest event
of the century had occurred. An American had dlscovered the
North Pole!“36 Egan was wary lest he embarrass the United
States Government by a too-hasty acclamation of Cook,; but the
Danes were unhesitating. The captain of the King's yacht

typified the Danish reaction when he sa2id, "America, the

Y

36Reoollections, p. 268. Efgan added that perhaps his
lack of excitement over the discovery wasg a result of a
schoolivoy task when he had been "obliged to parse Doctor
Xane's Arctic Voyvages . . . . I had an uncongueratle preju-
dice 2gainst everything in the Arctic Circle.”




greatést,eountry in the world, 1is covered withmlaurels{"37

The Danes had been only teoo willing to turn aside from
. the bitter poliitical battle being fought in the Rigsdag over
- the question of defensive armament against the threat of Ger-
man aggression. When Cook arrived he directed attentlion away
from politics at a2 time of tremendous public crisis, and so
~the people were eager to teske him to thelr hearts. Prepar-
ing to welcome the explorer upon his arrival were the Danish
Government, the Royal Geographlic Society, the Copenhagen City
Ccuncli, snd the Chamher of Commerce. Desplte his misglvings,
Egan, had little choice but to join the welcoming committee.jS
yoEgan found Cook to be very simple and straightforward.
4+ He was bronzed, dressed in ancient clothes, redeem-
ed by-a pair of reversible white cuffs and I could
not help noticing that his teeth were rather ground

.« down. I asked one of the devoted admirers the rea-

. son Tor this. 'He was obliged to chew walrus hide

v in the Arctic Circle.' Being hopelessly unscien-

, bifie, . . . I looked on this proof of having reach-

- €3 the North Pole with awe-struck admirstion.39
A2though st11l not completely willing to accep®t Cook's claim
on behalf of the United States Government, Egan did try ie
render him every possible service and still take full advan-
tage of the propaganda possibllities presented to the United
States. On September 10 Cook left Copenhagen in triumph,

having wen the hearts of the pecple and having received two

bed by John-Hohenberg in FPoreign Correspondence: The
T Reporters and Their Times (New York, 1964), p. 195.

28

(wbid,, p. 269. Danish unreserved enthusiasm was also
a

Ten Years, p.'47g'aﬁd_Recollep%ions,.pp,-268¢269,

39Recollections,p. 269,




of the Danes' highest awards. Even before he left, however,

40 ymile Cook

the famous Cook-Peary controversy had started.
was basking in Danish acclaim; Peary had arrived in Labrador,
having come from the Horth Pole which he had reached.on April
6, 1909, and charged Cook with being a fraud. The message
Egan received at the Legation, relayed from Peary, stated "I
have plaunted the American flag on the North Pole and Cook has
given you a gold brick,“ZH A furor arose with Bgan and the
American Tegation in the center. "Denmark and all Scandina-
via stuck hard to Cook. Great Britaln sneered. Xing Edward
.+ o-trom the beginning had been one of Cook's cpponents. Queen
. Alexandra / Bdward's Danish wife_/ continued to believe in
5 Cook, though she expressed herself as being really happy that
the rivelry between the two explorers could not generate in-
¢ bermational hatred -- they were both Americans."ag Pgan,
.» fortunately, was in the clear. Throughout Cook's s%zy he had
treated him only as a notable American and never Judged the
validity of his claim. The row in Denmark subsided after

; R
Cook's departure. Egan was happy to forget the entire affair, 3

Zs'()E‘Zolf.z.enberg, op. ¢it., pp. 193~199.
41pecollections, pp. 270-271.

42 “
ibid., pp. 268-272, and Ten Years, p. 47.

o A
*3yhen Cook brazenly returned to Copenhagen in 1915 to
lecture, Egan fortunately remained alcof, for a riot nearly
broke out in the lecture hall despite the fact that Cook's
friends were in the majority. Egan's comment was: "It was
a disagreeable experience for an American Minister; but as
long as the Government of the United Siates was not committed
to Dr. Cook's claims, and an American had made the discovery,
matters were not as bad as they might have been." Recollec-
tions, p. 272.



The visit of former President Theodore Rooseveldt 1o Dene .

mark from May 2 to May 4, 1910, was in pleasant contrast.
Roosevelt stopped in Deumark on his way to Norway to make his
Nobel Prigze acceptance speech. According to Egan, the Danesg
looked on Roosevelt's visit as a great compliment. Before
receiving news of the former President's intentions, King
Prederick VII had made plans because of ill-health to go to
the Riviera. Nonetheless, the King told Egan that he would
make all the arrangements for Roosevelt's stay and extend him
every courtesy that the country had to offer. "I will do as
much for him as 1f he were an Emperor." The King srranged
that Roosevelt and his family be given the Christiansborg:
Palace:duringvtheir stay, apartments formerly reserved for
such royal visitors as the Xing of England and the Czar of
Russia.&A

Egan . remarked later that "Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt came;
he saw; he conquered; but Mrs. Roosevelt won all hearts.”
The Danes were particularly impressed with the manner in
wnich the former first lady handled herself in an awkward
situation involving her first Danish social functlon. The
‘Roosevelts' baggage failed to arrive in time for the event,
& -court dinner given_in theilr honor by the Crown Prince, and
thay were forced to dine in their traveling clothes. Mrs,
Roosevelt accepted the ilnconvenience so graciously that,

acceording to Egan, she ably dispelled the popular Danish no-

ki _ - - »
*ren Years, pp. 199-200.
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tion "that American ladies have the plebilan habit ¢f 'fussi-
ness';” The Roosevelts continued to impress the Danes dur-
"ing the remalnder of their three-day visit. The Crown Prince
lauded the former President as "a Man" for years afterward.45
Bocker T. Washliagton came fo‘Denmark on a lecture tour
in the fall of 1910. Egan greatly admired him and knew that
he would receive = warnm welcome from the Danish royal family.
But he was unsure of the way Washington's visit would be re-
ceived by southern Amerlcans. FEgan was on guard against any
offensive remarks which might te made by southern papers and
and picked up by the Danish press. To avold such complica-
tions, "Bgan suggested to King Frederick and Queen Loulse that
Weshingten be received informally and in private Yso that he

would be more at . . . ease.”46

Although concerned for the
ixterests of his visitor, Egan was equally interested in pre=-
sexving newly created U.S.-Danish rapport. Any ocutburst of
racial hatred such as that following Washington's visit with
Presiden®t Roosevelt at the White House would have destroyed
mest of the cordial relations Egan had built up. Egan attend-
e Washington's lecture along with "all the Americans . . .

/ he 7 could collect." Even though the Negro educator's

vislit was brief and hurried, Egan was convinced that 1t helped
greatly to dispel fhe Danish impression "that Llynching . . .

[/ was_/ to the Americans of North America what bullfights sre
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to those of South Americs."*!

The next spring, 1911, Egan hosted the Second Battle
Division of the United States Navy's Atlantic Fleet when it
stopped at Copenhagen on a good will tour. Both officers and
enlisted personnel favorably impressed the Dznes, who were
rileased and flattered by the visit. Egan did his best to en-
tertain the men., His son Gerald even arranged a baseball
game between two of the ships' crews, which the Danes enjoyed
-as much as did the participants. Though Egan considered the
visit goud for Danish-American relations, it placed a great
finenclial burden on him. The heavy entertainment expenses
he incurred still caused him problems. four- years later.

;L'By 1912,Egan had establlished his reputatlon as a success-
fui diplomat. This was acknowledged/when President Taft al=
lowed him to remain at hisaposﬁ.48 The greatest compliment
to dhis abllities came in 1913, however, when Woodrow Wilson
wag elected President. The Democrats, who were taking con-
trol for the first time in sixteen years, were determined to
- enjoy the spolls of victory. Consequently, the diplomatic

ervice experienced extensive personnel changes, and Egan's

it}

position in Copenhagen seemed tenuous. Tirue, he had always
proveated that he was not a2 pelitical appointee, but he had
been appeinted and reteined by Republican administrations

ard enjoyed the support of his friends Theodore Roosevelt anrd

4T1bid., pp. 249-250.

4Brart nad written to Egan "You shall remain in your
post as long as I remain in mine." Ten Years, p. 111.



Richard Watson Gllder. It was thus socmewhat of a surprise
to everyone when Wilson asked Egan to remain or in Denmark.

The New York Times, commenting about Wilson's actions in its

July 9, 1513, edition, pointed out what a "notable exception'™
Egan's retention was:

The efforts made in recent years to build up
an American diplomatic service in which merit and
special training instead of political influence
sheuld be considered as the determining factor in
bestowing preference will not be counted by the
Wilson Administration . . . . Indications are that
the Administration intends to make what will amcunt
t0o almost a clean sweep of the higher grades of the
diplomatic service. One notable exception is Dr.
Maurice Francls Egan, the Minister Vo Denmark, a

ke Republican, appointed by President Rocsevell, Lo

o whom the post of Ambassador to Austrias was offered
R by President Wilson and declired. It is not likely,
however, that any other appointees of & Republican
Administration will be treated with such considera-
tion. 49
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sThe specific reasons motivating Wilson t

Gopenhagen post are uneclear, but Egan was probably saved by

f

o]

his apolitical background and record as s diplomat. Although

the New York Times described Egan as a Republican; he had

rever clearly identified with any party. He had close friends
in both major parties but he never openly discussed politics.
This was bis habit both before and after his arrival in Den-

mark. The last public political support he gave was in 1888,

when his edlitorials in the Preeman’s Journal supported Cleve-
land. More important than Egan's pelitics was the ground-

work hz had already laid 1ua Coperhagen. VWilson was keenly

i O o —
AJNeW York Times, July 9, 1913, p. 1.
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20 ana appreciated Egan's

Interested in the Danish West Indies
attempts to reopen negotiations for thelr sale to the United
States. Wilson again indicsted his respect for Egan's abil-
ities when he offered Egan the post in Vienna. The decision
was apparently made for two reasons: 1t was customary for
the United States Government to send a Cathollc as ambassador
tc "the foremost Catholic Court of Europe'; and Egsn had high

51

‘standing as a scholar, Unfortunately, Egan could not afford

the expenses of maintaining the Vienna post and was forced to

decline.92

As 1t turned out, his refusal allowed him to dem~
~&.onstrate his prowvess as a diplomat by handling the negotisa-
txtions leading to the United States' purchase of the Danish

v West Indies and problems arising out of World War I.

50gpe Chapter III, p, 61.

SNew York Times, June 26, 1913, p. 5.

521pid.
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CHAPTER III
THE PURCHASE OF THE DANISH WEST INDIES:
A PIXED IDEA" FULFPILLED

The greatest accomplishment of Maurice Francls Egan's
careexr as & diplomat was hlis haudliing of United States nego-
tiations for the purchase of the Danlsh West Indies. He held
tenaclously to a "fixed idea" that the islands should be the
Ppropexty of the United States and quietly persisted for al-
most eleven years to secure the tervitory for his ngernment.1
& -When he appointed Egan as Minister to Denmark, President
Roosevelt was convinced that these islands ~- S5t. Thomas, St.
dohm, St. Croix, and a scattering of small offshore Cays =
Mere important militarily for defense of the proposed Isth-
mian canal. He expressed bhls feeling in & letter to Secre-
tary of State John Hay in 1503: "Both the Dutch ard the Dan-
l1ch VWest Indies in America . . . will be a constant tempta-
tion to Germany unless or untlil we take “5:,3:193;11.“5"2 Senator Henry

Cabot Ledge's argument was similer to Reosevelt's. "So long

as the lslands are in the market, " Lodge wrote, "there is

Tarthur s. Link, Wilson: Campaigns for Progressivism
and Peace, 1916~1917 (Princeton, New Jersey, 1965), p. of.

2Theodore Roosevélt to John Hay., Washington, April 22,
1003, qucted in Tyler Dennett, John Hay, from Poetry to Poli-
tics (Wew York, 1933), pp. 387-338, '
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dangéer that scome Furopean power will purchase them, which
would be an infraction of the Monroe Doctrine; and, their
military value, as Captain Mahan had pointed out, could hard-
1y be overestimated."3

Since Egan had been a frequent visitor at the White
House and a popular guest at Washington dliplomatic gathér-
ings; he was thoroughly familiar with the views held om this
subject by the President and leadling members of Congress.
He beceme convinced of the validity of the President's fears
regarding the Danish 1slands withln a short time after he ar-

rived Iin Copenhagen. "I became aware,” he recalled in his

memoirs, "that Prussianized Germany might-at any moment seize

that 1little country, and .. . the Danish West Indies would -
‘be German . . . Jh The pessimism of the Danes; who seemed
to-consider subjugation by Germany Just a matter of time,5
strengthened Egan's determination to obtain the islands for
the United States. Condlitions in 1907, however, were far
from idezl for opening such negotiatiouns. Two previocus trea«
.ties had been killed, one by the United States Senatec and the
other by the Danish Landsting, the upper house of the Danish
Rigsdaz,., No Danish politiclan. was-snxiocus to risk another

ettempt to sell the islands even though the blame foxr both

Sguoted by Dennett, Hay, p. 267.

42§n Years, pp. 54-55, and Recollections, p. 277. By

. the time of the outbreak of the War, Kgan believed Germany
had lost interest in the -islands, but the United States Gov-
ernment’s attitude remained unchanged.

=
“Ten Years, p. 94.
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failures could easily be placed on the Ualted States.

The Treaty of 1867 had promised St. Thomas and S%., John
in return for $7,500,000. Although it had embodied all of
the demands oflthe United States Government, it was killed in
the Senste Forelgn Relations Committee, “largely through *
hostility of Senator Charles Sumner who feared President
/ Andraw / Johnson would reap credit from the purchase.”6
The more recent treaty in 1902 was disapproved by a single
vote in the Danish Landsting. Several influentisl Danes had
opposed the sale because it would have reduced the size and
piestige of Denmark. The United States, too, was partially
to. blame for the treaty's failure because of the small pay-

ment it had offered -- only;&B,OOO—,'OOOﬁ7

Ag-

e 6Rebsrt Lansing, "The Drama of the Virgin Islands Pur-
chase," New York Times Magazine (July i9, 1931}, p. 4. 4Also
Minister Egan to Secretary of State, No. 444, July 21, 1911,
Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United State

Hereal ber ohLis compilation will be citec as Forelign Relaulonb
;E‘az.')f-"ru. )

7Eeale, Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of Americsas %c
World Power, p. 410; Recollections, p. 206; ana Ten Years,

P. 224. This is also the opinion of Denr tty OP. Cib.s D.
273, who wrote: vite possibly, if he / Puy_7laad been at
liberty to proceed with less haste, and if he had been a man
to whom a few millions of dollars had seemed of less conse-
gquence, Hay might have succeeded."

In Washington .at the time, however, 1t was belleved that
Germany had been responsible for the failure of the United
States to get the islands., John Hay and Henry White were the
strongest exponents of this view.

Al though Cermany at that time was anxious to secure na-
val staticns in the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico and was in-
terested in the Danigh islands for herself, she did not bring
any pressure to bear eithexr for or against the sale. The re-
cenbly pudblished Memoirs of W1¢edrlch von Holstelin, who planned
and dlrvected Germzn foreign policy from 1890 unull 1906, bear
this out. They also d“snrove a theory of Egan's that Germany
had no regard for the United States' Monroe Doctrine. Norman
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These failures were not Egan's only obstacles --.a. fact
ke discovered to his dismay during his first xeception with
the Danish Queen. Queen.Icuise, who was deeply concerned
about.the plight of the Negroes in the United States, had

read Uncle Tom's Cabin and on the basis of 1t she apparently

assumed lynching of Negroes was "the American equivalent of

the Spanish bullfight."™ She feared é sinllar fate would be-

Rich and M.E. Pisher, ed., The Holstein Pavers, Vol. I, Mem-
olrs and Pclitical QObservations (Cambridges, 1959), pp. 177~
178.

"fhe Navy, understandably enough, had coustantly in view
the acquisition of naval bases and was convinced that the pol-

icy of the German Bmpire should be adapted and subordinated
Ho this special interest . . . . 'It should be the task of
@ properly directed foreign policy,' said . . . Admiral / von

Senden_/ 'to acquire an island in the Gulf of Mexico without
straining our relations with America -~ an impossible task at
variance with the Monroe Docirine and the ever~growing aware-~
ness In the United States that they are the leading Power in
the whole of the American_continent. Holleben / Ambassador.
dn Weshington, 1897-1903 /. whose expert opinion was sought
:Qn'this gquestion, declared that the possible conseguences of
Gerpany's galning a footing near the American coast could not
-be foreseen. Here agsain it was the Poreign Ministry whiech
cpposed the intention of accepting Demmark's offer . . . of
St. Thomas Island, which, though only thirty-two square miles
in exitent, is ¢f strategic ard commercial importance.™
. An editor's footnote included this excerpt from the For-
elgn Miuistry files. YIn Jamuary 1900 Tirpitz asked the For-
elgn Ministry what attitude to take towards a petition from
the Pan-German League advocating the purchase by Germany of
the Danish Virgin Islawds. In view of the Tfact that the
United States was already negotiating with Denmark about the
purchase of these islands, the Pan-German League feared 4dif-
fleulties and so it recommended that the United States should
be prevenited for the time being from purchasing the islands.
Then Gexrmany ought tc purchase from Denmark the exclusiwve
right to establish harbour imstallations, coal depots, and
cable stations on the islands, so as to gain a footing there.
On 16 June *the Ambassador in Washington was asked for his
opinion. On 30 June he reported that any step which the
United States regarded as a wiolation of the Monroe Doctirine
would have incalculadble results. The petition from the Paun-
German League was not followed up."



fall the West Indian Negroes should they ever come under
American control. Egan realized the Queen would not support
.any United States attempt to purchase the Danish West Indles
no matter how attractive the offer. He learned later that
many other Danes shared their Queen's concern for the welfare
of Negroes under American rule. Thelr feelings were height-
ened by the occasional dut lurid. accounts of lynchings pub=-
lished in American newspapers and guoted by the Danish presso8

Such problems convinced Fgsn that there was no possibil-
ity of opening negotiations for several yesrs, but he per-
sisted in keeping the thought alive by discussing it infor-
malty. Throughout his memoirs he repgated that to him buylng
the islands was "a fixed idea’ end he liksd to talk about 1%.7
Fe.kept a .close watch on all facters -- economic, political,
diplomatic, and social =-- which would affect a future sale
and, simultaneously, he tried to sustain State Department in-
terest in the matter. In a steady flow of reports he dis-
cugssed the Danlish Goverument aud its problems, pertinent
views of iInfluential Danish political and economlic groups,

.and conditions in the islands themselves,

Throughout the Taft administration Danlish public orinion
continued to be anti-sale. The aristocracy 2nd large lard-
holders, wno as hereditary landlords opposed parting with
any territory, fezred a bhreakup of Denmark's possessious

abroad would signal the lower clasgses to force a breakup and

0

Ten Years, p. 247, and Recollections, p. 230.

\G

Ten Years, p. 224.
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distribution of their-vast landed estates at home. Since:
they exerclsed considerable power.in the Landstliag, their
active oppositlion was a serious problem. Tue small farmers
and the commercial classes tended to favor the sale but thelr
views did not carry the same weilghit in the Rigsdag. Most
Danes were indifferent to the whole idez of selling the is-
Jdands, being more concerned about "low taexes and good prices

il1G m ]
;hls in-

for dutter, milk, and the cattle they exported.
difference, which aided opponents of the sale, had an oppo-
site effect on the islands themselves. They were completely
ngglected, The Danish Government viewed the islanders as
&a@iable‘biack children who were to be indulged in thelr idio-
syncrsacies, and in no way managed or coerced."
tempts had been made to chgnge these conditions. t one point
aslottery was organized to obtain financial support for the
Territory, but the proceeds were totally insufficient. The
majority of all similar plans were egqually unsuccessful.
Danlish businessmen could see the potential that the ter-
Tritory had as a commercial maritime base. Aware of the value
of the swplendid harbor-of St. Thomas 2lone, some promoters
apprealed to the Danish Goverpnment for funde to bvegin a devel-
opment project, but no action was taken on their requesttig

Even the .influence wielded by such businessmen as the Admiral

10Foxei gl Relatlons Papers, Egan to P.C. Xnox, Secretary
of State, ne No., Copenhagen, August 9, 1909.

Hlpeo collections, p. 287.
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de Richelleu, & director of the vast Scandinavian-American
Lire and a close friend of Egan's, had little effect. The
Danish Govermuent steadfastly paid little heed to suggestlons
that the lands could and should be managed as a husiness.
Egan's reports were filled with similar lillustratlions of Deu-
mark's neglect of her Caribbean colonial possessions.

Many-of Egan's 1909 dispatches concerned the Danish Gov-
ernment's finances. Although improved over the previous year,
Depmark's economy was unsteady. Many businessmen were live
ing on credlit extended chiefly by Germany,?3 Additliconalliy,

+ Denmark had problems with Iceland and her monocpoly in Green-

s land. The Danisb Porelgn Minister called his government's

# finsnces "deplorable" but he told Egan that Denmark would notd

.. consider selling the Danish West Indies to the United States,

34 "Neither / political_/ party,"” he confided to Fgen, "would

;ywléke t0 see the money from the Islands put into the hands of
the opposing influence,"14 Despite such poclitical obstacles,
Bgan continually encouraged the Depariment of State to bhe
cordial to Denmark. TUnited States influence was increasing,
‘especlaliy because Denmark approved the treatment accorded
Cuba and the Philippines. Even the suspicious Danlsh land-
owners favorably viewed the United States' action in those
territories.

By 1910 Egan's reports were mere encouraging. They re-

‘ 13Foreign Relations Papers, Egan to Secretary of State,
no No., Copenhagen, April 17, 1909.

J]
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flected & gradual transformation of Danish views toward Amer—
ica. The King and the traditional conservatives still did
not favor selling the islands, but an important goverament
official told Egan that the King would not actively oppose a
a majority in the Rigsdag, nor would the conservatives try
%o block the sale, if Denmark gained enough commercial advan-
.tages from such a treaty.15

As Egan observed this meflowing of opposition, he sought
to press his cause from another angle., He was fully aware of
- Denish feeling that the country had already lest too much ter-
ritory. He thought a bargalin could be worked cut if some guid
pre. gue was found to appease the pride of the patriotic Danes.
Beldeving that he had feund such a2 golution, Egan in Septem~
ber. 1910 wrote to Huntington Wilson, Assistant Secretary of
Stzte. ' He promlsed to send "2 very important and very auvda-
cigus suggestion” which "would mean, if carried into effect,
the zcquisition on our part of both Greenland and the Danish
West Indies.” Egan explalned that the report he would send
on.September 23 was. a synthesis of suggestions made to him by
Cinfluential Tanes and not to be taken lightly.‘6 In brief,
kls proposal callied for:

(1) Denmark to give Greenland to the United States.

15Foreign Reliations Papers, Egaa to Secretary of State,
No. 367, Copenhagen, December 0, 1210. Secretary Kuox an-
swzred this report and asked that the Department be kept fully
luformed. Secretary of State Knox to Egan, No. 111, Washing-
ton, January 25, 19%1,.

1

»

‘ 6Foreign'Relétions‘Papers, Fgan 1o Assistant Secretary
of State, no No., Copenhagen, September 20, 19210,




(2) The Unlted States in return to glve Demmark
the southern group of the Philippines, coun-
sisting of the Islands of Mindinso, Palauan,

) and the small islands south of these.

(3) Denmark to then surrender these islands
Germany.

(4) Germany in return to give back to Denmark
the northern part of Schleswig.

oL

¢O

With such a trade Egan believed that the Danes would be so

delighted with the return of their beloved province of Schles-
wilg that they would be willing to sell the Danish West Indles

%o thelr benefactor, the United States.17

The diplomatic signiflcance that such a transaction

would - -have had for the Unlted States and Germany was morxe ime-

wordant than the bartering of the real estate involved. Egan's
y & 2

thimking was based upon his own interpretation of the Far Bast
siﬁﬁati@nJ This analysis, completely his own work918 was
founded on his conviction that "there remeins only one great
Funppesn power whose interest in Fast Asia runs parallel with
those / sic_/ of America, and that is Germany." Germany and
the United States, both industrial naticns with rapidly ex.-
panding populations, desired to preserve the "open door" in

China. After 1907, Russlia altered her foreign policy. Her

17F0reign Relations Papers, Egan to Assistant Secretary
of State, nc Nc., Copenhagen, September 23%, 1910, On lcan 1o
the author from Mrs. John Cramer was a draft of thls letter
dated September 19, 1910. '

A copy of this plan was resubaitted by Bgan to the De-
partment of State ia 1915. Forelen Relations Pspers, The
Tansing Paners, 1914-1620, 2 Vols. (Washington, 1939-1940),
1L, Fgan to [ecretary ol Staite., Ho. 833, Copenhagen, March 8,
1915, 3See alsc Charles Callan Tansilli, The Purchase of the
Danish West Indies (Baltimore, 1932), p. 460.

Y , ) .
'SFcrelgn Relatious Papers, Egan to Assis
19

s tant Secretary
of State, no No., Copenhagen, September 20, 1
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aim then seemed "to be in conjunction with Japan, amd . . .
later with China, teo try to monopolilze the pollitical, finan-
clal, snd mercantile affalirs of the Far East." Egan believed
that Prance would soon find its position in the Par East an
impossible one since she lacked both the surplus population
end the gualities necessary for .a permanent colonlal empire.
Thus, he predicted, "the ancient . . . kingdoms in the East,
which France . . . désPoiled and appressed-thraugh grester
force and superlioxr armament, will one day rise agalnst her
« o . and they will be backed by & continent." Egarn believed
England -was also in a difficult position. By.her support of
Japagﬁinwxhe Russc=-Japanese War she had "helped to raise the
“yellow race from its long lethargy and made 1t aware of its
own power, and she now stands perplexed and amazed at the re-
S&lﬁ%p@he « « o helped to achieve. The yellow spectre is out
of ﬁ@g box, and . . . 3t now threatens to turn against its
liverators and supporters.” What then about the role of the
United States in this area of the world? Despite the expense,
Egen bellieved the United States necessarily had to maintain
the Hawalisn Islands and the Philippinég in order to retaln
her pewer status in the Pacific snd protect her vital commer-
clial interests in eastern Asis. America needed Germany's
friendship and suppert; but Egan felt this could be gzined by
ceding to her the southern islands of the Philippine group.
Such & transfer would maeke Germany a Unrnited States partner
and eunmble the *wo countries to work together to preserve the

"open doqf" and to ‘guard against the rising "Yellow Peril."



With a permansnt possesslion in the East, Germany could then

afford to return Kiao Chou to China, a gesture, Egan reasoned,
q

that would help win the friendship of the Chinese and guard
egalnet the day when a more powerful China might decide not to

renew Germany's annual lease, thus leaving the United States

without an ally in the Far East.19

In view of the boldness of his proposal, Egan, whether
to preserve his "diplouatic neck" or to be diplomatically po-
lite; inecluded the following statement in his dispatch:

You may ask whether I consider this proposition
feasible or not. I can only answer that I have
been so much engaged in discovering what is really
s in men's minds over here that I have become, per=
’ haps, & little too concentrated to take that dbread
: view vhich 1s a habit with you, who are constzuntly
" facing many great questlons, and therefore, it
e wonuld be unreasonable for me to make an answer o0
+that would imply a larger experience than I have.

Egan's audacious plan, which embhodied a completely new

;a:;East-foreign policy for the United States, not to menticn
;?the effect 1t would have on United States diplomasic relatlons
with Burope, must have lefti Secretary of State Knox speechless.
There is no answer to it in the published Forelgn Relatlons
Papers.
Began's memoirs do not indicate whether he felt thwarted
in his first attempts at creatlve diplomacy, but his next re-
port to the State Department, in December 1910, made no men-

tion of the contents of the September messages‘g1 IT his

191pid. 215ee Note 15.
2O1rpag.



pride had been injured, he successfully hid his wounds.
Progress toward openling sale negotiations stagnated for

the following seven months. Then c¢n July 21, 1911, Egan re-
ported ithat the Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs had told
him that ithe Danésh Government would make 10 proposition to
the United States concerning the Danish West Indies "unless

. public sentiment 1s expressed very stroungly." Egen imnmediate-
.1y et out to rouse Jjust such sentiment; chiefly with the help

of the radical Tarish press, with whlch he had always enjoyed

-
puch ra.;:;port.‘""2 It is an interesting colncidence that shorte-

dy.thereafter seversl Danish newspapers took up the cause of
the sale of the Danish West Imdies. An article in Xgbvenhavn,
a.nconservative anti-sale paper, highlighted the controversy
that followed:

Al ‘In certain radical and soclal-demccratic circles,
n ¥ there has of late been carried on an asgitation
w wlth the view of agaln bringlng the question of

- the sale of the West Indian Islands into the or-
*der of the day, and that attempits are belung made
in these circles to create a feeling favorable to
the sale of the islands and partly by belltitling
the value of the work whlch has already been done
for improvement of the lslands and the future
possiblilities for the isiands which wlill be opened
up by the completion of the Panama Cansl . . . .
But we can fortunately add that the agitation, no
natter how cunningly it has- been arranged, has not
gained and will not gain a foothold cuitside of
radical and socizl-democratic circles.23

22poreign Relatlons Papers, Fgan tc Secretary of State,
¥o. 444, Copenhagen, July 21, 1911%.

‘BForeign.Relaﬁions Papers, Egan to Secretary of State;
No. 478, Copenhagen, November 15, 1911. The article from
Edbenhavn was from the November if, 1911, issue and was accom-
panied by & translation. Egan also enclosed a clipping from
the August 6, 1911, edition of Copenhagen's Social-Demokraten,
& 1iberal Daxnish paper.




At this time the potential impact that the completed
Panama Canel would have on the prosperity of the Danish VWest
Irdies beceme az chief toplc in every discussion about the is-
lands. Egan's report of November 15, 1911, contained refer-
ences to a conversation he had had with the Minister of For-
elgn Affairs which touched on this impact. Although vague on
details, the Minister said that he had once been in favor of
selling the territory %o the United States because 1t was un-
profitable and would be dilfficult to defend in wariime. DBut

lately his vlews had changed. WNow, he belleved conditions

{

should improve in the islands. The industrial outlook was

bettgr / because of the canal_/ and the Danlsh Government was

doing Its best to deepem the Danish harbor on St. Thomas. hé

rest of thelr conversation according to Egan was verbal spar-
ring thet was interesting btecause in 1t Egan contradicted the
plen-he had propcsed Jjust a year earlier.

I s23d I understcod that Danish national pride was
the main thing that stocd in the way of parting
with these islands, 2nd naturally we Americans, who
were sometimes sentimental ourselves, sympathized
with this . . . . / But_ / I said I was surprised
that there still existed Danes who imsagined that
the West Indla Islands could be traded to Germany
for Shleswig / sic_/. Schieswlg, as I had good
reason to kwnow, prefers to remain German, even if
such & project were not absolutely impossible.24

Since it would have bheen usgeless to pursue the purchase
issue further while the Danes were waiting to see how the Pan-~

ema Canal would affect the islands, Egan wisely decided to be

eﬁForeign Relations Papers, Egan tc Secretary of State,
No. 476, Copenhagen, November 14, 1911,
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as cooperative as possible and bided his time. Aside from a
communication to the State Department on the subject in May
1913, he did not mention the matter again for almost twoe yesrs.
Pinally, in March 1915, he concluded that the time was rigﬁt
at last to approach the Danish Government about selling the
islands. VWar had come to Burocpe, and Denmark, although neu-
tral, was badly-in need of money. The govermment had greatly
cverextended i1tself financially because of its numerous scclal
welfare programs: 1its pledge to better the lot of the poor;
its advancement of funds to small farmers; its support of a

.% farmers cooperative banking system; 1ts old age pensions and

......

corgnemployment insurance; and numerous other social programs.

supported an army the size of the regular army in the

United States before the War. Conseguently, Denmark could ill-
fford to use national income to pay any of the islands' oper-
25

sting expenses.
In view of Demmark's economic situation, Egan wroite to
the Secretary of State on March 8, 1915:

It may seem out of place for me, especlally when
the most terrible events are making a crisis in
the woxrld, to rebturn to a subjJect on which in the
past I have written many dispatches -~ the pur-
chase of -the Danish Antilles. TFor seven years I
have hoped that the Deparitment might instruct me
to make such suggestions to the Danish Goverament
as would lead to an offer of these islands to the
Unlited States at a2 reasonable price. TFor good
reascn, I am sure, I received 1little encourage-
nent. 26

1N -
251en Years, p. 260

L e Tt

20016 TLansing Papers, II, Egan to Secretary of State,

No. 833, Copenhagen, March 8, 1915.




After this introduction, Egan gave an account of his past ef-
forts to secure the islands., He undoubtedly feit, and prob-
ably with good reason, that this history lesson was necessary
to introduce Secretary of State William Jennings Bryarn to the
bagic facts of the case,27 After outlining the plan he had
.suimitted in September 1910, Egan polnted out that if the
United States offered a2 high price for the territory, Danish
pride over losing her ceclonial possessions could be socthed.
He alsc told how he appesled to Danish pride when itrying to
sway opponents of the sale:

N « « + if trey / the islands_/ were to remaln 2

2 burden to Denmark and a vlot on the face of proge

s . Tress; as they were, it would be much better for

= the national reputation of Denmark that they

. should be sold to the Uniied States. This-atti-

«  tude wag looked upon as reasonable.

Egan concluded his report by sayiug, "I have been impressed by
ﬁge@fact thet the State Department, not withstanding iits pre-
sgnt-arduous and grievous occupatlony has kept 1its eyes fas-
tened on probable contingencies which may result from the pre-
gsent war, and I take the liberty of calling attention to one

of “these possible contingencies . . . - If Germany were to

EfWritiﬁg later of a trlip he made to Washingtorn in the
spring of 1914 and of his conversation with Secretary Bryan,
Egan recalled, "I was touched by the benevolence, the charity,
and the extreme. ignorance of this man of genius . . . . Mr.
Biryan 41d not seem to be really aware that I had come from
Europe st all. I szemed tc be locked on as a political ap-~
pointee; who had dropped from somevhere into a circle cof
white~gsouled charity and religious besuty." Recollections,

p. 296.
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gain contirol over Dermark, the Danish West India Islands would
_ _ o _ al8
then be the property of Germany',"a

espite its somewhat impassioned tone; Egan's appeal

J

fell on deaf ears. Fortunately for Egsn, however, Bryan's
State Depertuwent career was brief, ard his successor, Robert
Yansing, was interested in United States acquisition of the
islsnds. Shortly alfter becoming Secretary of State ad interim
orn June 9, 1915, Lansing raised the questiorn of the purchase
with President Wilson. After reading Egan's dispatches, which
up., to this time had probably been neatly filled without & second
glagces Wilson commented to Lansing, "I have read these papers
thrgugh with close attentlon, and thank you for handing them
to me. As I sald Yo you yesterday, I am; and have.long been,
degply interested in the purchase of the Danish West Indies.
I hepe that you will take the matter up seriously and that it
ray~be possible to have a concrete propesal, if possible in
the form of a treaty, to lay before the Senate at 1ts next
sessien."zg
Wilson's interest in the Danish West Indies was surprise-
. ing. He had never revealed hls feelings to Egan, nor had he
ever suggested to any of his key administration officiasls that
the issue should be actively pursued. As during the Taft ad=

ministration, government personnel secmed completely disinter-

15V]

5T,’ne Lansing Pavpers, II, Egan tc Secretary of State,
%0% 8;?, Copenhagen, March 8, 1915. See also Chapter III,
i‘{O ;@ ‘:'l‘ ¢

29mme Lansing Papers, IIs W.W. %o R. Lansing, June 16,

1915.
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ested in the subject during the early yesars of Wilson's pres-
idency. ¥gan felt as though he had been working im a vacuun
since no administration official had ever commented on his ef-
forts and he "had no . . . instructions . . . and very little

information as to what was going on in the minds of his coun-

trymen as to the expedlency of the purchase."so Ultinmately,
if it had not been for Egan's persistence, as Lrthur Link

‘noted in his study of Wilson, the project would not have been
kept alive. |
J
Egan finally received the encouragement he had been

seeking for =0 long on June 16, 1915, when Lansing sent a tel-

(_ro
=

jAL

egram which sald that the plon Igan had suggested in his dis-
vatch of March 8, 1915, was "desirable and may be feasible.
Lansing -then advised Egan to approach the proper officials
"ypery Aiscreetly” to ascertaln whether a2 purchase offer by the

Urdited 3tates would be accepteﬂ.32

J“Ier Years, pp. 257-2%8.

200 P AR AT

ﬁiLinkg op. cit.. p. 81,

- !

22rhe Tans ing Papers, XI, Lansing to Egan, Tel. No. 27,
Waghingbon, June 16, 1915. For some reascr Egan seems to
have acted with extreme cautlion- in carrying out the Secre-
tary’s instructlons to approach the proper officials., Perhaps
1% was because he had been pursuing the goal for so long that
he wanted to prepare the ground hefore he approached Forelgn
Minisrﬁr Seavenius, or perhaps Scavenius was just not avalil-
able. 1% was summer and many of the wealthy residents of
Cepenhager had left for thelr country estates. Egan himself
was at Aslholn, the principal castle of Count Raben-Levetzau,
when he vecelived = telephone message Informing him of the
long~desired directive Lo reopen the island guestion (Ten
Years, pp. 264-266). Egan gives a fascinating account ¢f the
orening stages of the negotlations but he seems to be more
storyteller than historian and telescopes the events of six
months intc one vivid conversatlion.

(S
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Egan's first interview after receiving these instruc-
tions was with Christian Helweg-Larsen, CGovernor of the Dan-~
ish. West Indles, who was visiting in Denmark. Helweg-Larsen
emphasized from the beginning of the conversation that he was
against selling the lslands. Denmark had slready lost so much
territory, the Governor believed, "that the surrender of any
more would be a blow to the naticnal prestige." Egan strorgly
suspected that the Governor's attitude was influenced by a
personal financial interest in the harbor development project
on 8t. Thomas Island, since Larsen spoke of attending meetings
cf;»the directors of the East Asiatic Compeny =-- the organiza-
tigun: sponsoring the harbor operation. Despite Egan's argu- -
megts concernling the economlic plight of the islands, the Gov-

ernor held firmly to his belief that the harbor improvement
33

o

worl,

“bring prosperity to the islands when the War ended.

Bgan's dispatch concerning this scussion failed to

e

4

di
" discourage Lansing. Undaunted, he sent Egan a telegram re-

guesting him to expedite matters and "discreetly and confi-

J

dantly speak to / the_/ Minister for Foreign Affalrs with the
view of ascertaining whether the Govermment of Denmark would
be willing to approach the subject of sale zat this time."34

Following Tansing's.instructions, Egan consulted Danish

Poreign Affairs Minister Scavenius on August 18. he nexwy

337hne Lansing Papers, 1T, Egan to Secretary of State,
No. 867, Copenhagen, July I17. 1915,

2l . . -
. 54 "The Tansing Paner II, Lansing to Egan, Tel. No. 37,
Kashlnbuon, Auvgust 10, 1915 -




day Egan telegrammed Lansing that Scavenlus personally believed
the islands should be sold buht thought immediate actlon on the
guestion might be difficult to achieve in time of war. Egan

zdded that though the Minister had not yet conrnsulted his col-

leagues cr public opinion, "he felt that an offer generously
- made,; safeguarding the interests of the inhabitant would be
seriously considered. n35 From this point on, all negotiations

were carried on in secret. Talks were informal, and no records
were kept. Unfortunately, this makes it impossible o assess
Bgan's exact role in the dealings.36 |
. But while both governments deliberated, Egan did seek
outdinfluential Danes in an effort to get their support. He
pexsevered in his campaign, begun years before, tc convince
the Danish public that the United States was "entirely in sym-
pathy with any movement on the part of Demmark to improve the
conditions of these islands,">!
Fgan's dispatches to the State Department during this
perilod detalled the atiitudes of the major European powers re-
garding the sale. Deunmark was quite conscious of the opinions

*

of her powerful neighbors, especlially during World War I when

she was totally dependent on them for raw materlials for her

industries and the markets for her exports. When rumors of an

3bmpe Lan31na Papers, 1I, Egan to Secretary of State,
Tel, No. 1063, Copenhagen, August 19, 1915,

W
O

Ten Years, p. 266.

Sipor elgn Relations Pavers, Bgan to Secretary of State,
¥o. 889, Copenhagen, November 19, 1915,




inpending sale of the islandgs appeared in Danlch papers, Henry
Lowther, the British Minister, told Egan that he continually
advised his government to support the United States position.
Bgan assuned Lowther volced the opinion of hls government since
38

he never openly expressed his own feelings. Among Egan's

other diplomatic colleagues, only Freanch Minister Bapst ob-
Jected toc the actions of the United StateSGBQ
Germanys, of course; was the one natlon whose attitude

Bgan studied most carefully. It was unlikely that the Germans
would oppose the sale of the islands since at this time they
wexe anxious 10 remain at peace with the Unlted States. Even
when rumors of revolutions in the Danish Antilles revived press
speculkation of a Danish offer +tc sell the islands to the United
States, Egan reported that the German Minister to Denmark, Count

Brpckdorff-Rantzau, was "entirely indifferent" %to these stories.,

3B1bid.

. 3QForeign Relatlions Papers, Egan tc Secretary of State,
Tel. No. 139, COUenhagen9 August 7, 1916. FEgan later wrote,
however, that Bapst "had very unjustly beeu accused of bheing
against the sale." Ten Years, p. 269.

_ In this same account, & Egan spoke of Lowther, the British
Minister, as being "frankly delighted" that the question of
the sale was to be reopened. Teun Years, p. 270,

Still later, though, in his Recodlections, p. 238, Egan
wrote: "A careful study of what might be oalTGd tunedited doc-
uments' had taught me that neither England neoyr France was de-
slrous that we should pGDSeSS those islands, but BEngland espew-

ciz ¢1y disliked the idea." These apparent inconsistencies in

Egan's opinions may be the result of further infovmatio he

got in later years with regard to the French Minister's pri-
vate views and the Briitish Gove*nment’- officlal view. Eng-
land, despite her unspoken oppositiocn, was desirous of keep-
ing in time of world war the good will of a then neutral United
States and so kept her true feelings on the subject of the sale
to herself.




H

"on the basls of other information,"” Egan was convinced "uo

German influence would be brought to bear on the / Denish_/

40 Lansing, ¢till fearing

Porelgn 0ffice" to prevent a sale.
a German encroéchment on the Danish An%illes, disagreed with
Bzan; but Egan's interpretation of Germany's posltion at this
time was porrect.41 An examination of German newspaper reac-
tion to the signing and the ratification of the treaty dy both
the United States and Demmark substantiates his views., The
few German newspapers still extant from the period indicste
that throughout the seven months that it took to comp;ete nee
gotlations for the exchange, Germany appeared to have been
tebally concerned with matters of war and was completely dis-
Agterssted in the territorial politics of her neutral northern
nelghvor. . What little press coverage was given to the subject

e - . 4
oi, the sale was entirely factual, unemotional, and unbiased. 2

'AQFareign Relations Pavers, Egan to Secretary of State;

No. 889, Copenhagen, November 15, 1915,

41Egan's heliefs had changed considerably from the time
of nig arrival in Copenhagen. Even so, he occasionally did
refer to fears of a German take-over when reporting to the
State Department. These contradictions in his opinions can
be. explained., Undoubtedly, he was using the Department’s fear
of German encroachment as a Lool to prod the United States Gov-
ermment into speeding up negotlations for the sale, thus allow~
ing him %o fulfill his dream. Egan was completely convinced
by 1915 that Germany was too taken up with war matters to be
concerned about the islands. Ten Yesrs, p. 259.

' Z*2:;5‘1"ankfurter Zeitung und Handelsblatt, December 14=~17,
1916, A% the time of the plebiscite in Denmark when the pop-
rlace veted in favor of the sale, no mention was made in this
paper ¢f ithe event. The only coverage given Denmark concerned
her commerce. Teplcs of a war nature seemed to take precedence
over all cther topics. o , _ o

In Javuary 1917 when the two countries exchanged ratifi-
cations, the following brief unemoticnal account appeared in




Even the pro~German Danish unewspaper-Berlingske Tidende, loath

to express an opinion concerning the proposed sale, welghed
"the pros and cons of the situation in a composed way and put
the responsibility / of a2 decision_/ on the shoulders of the

/ Danlish / Cabinet and the Diet."45 This reaction by & pro=-

German paper conirasted sharply with Kgbe nhavn and the / other /

conservabive [—Danish_/ newspapers / which_/ reacted very vio-
lently agsinst the saleﬁ44
With 1little or no opposition from Demmark's meighbors,

American-Danish discussiocns continued from August until Ccitober

1915, The Danes did their best to negotiate for a high price.

~Ihelr position was difficult, hewever. The economic conditions

Adn -the- iglands were fastmdeﬁerioratinggdespite;£he;hapes«§hatm

i
'

the Panama Canal would bring presperity, and Danish financliers

f!}

&g wellyas the public again had lost interest in the terrltory.

@Eenmark”u rosition was further strained as hey extensive social

programs continued to put & heavy drain on the country's eco-

Prankfurter Zeltung und Handelsblatt, January 19, 1917, p. 2.
{A-transistion from the German) 'Danish Minister in ?asblngn
ton telegraphed: 'The exchange of ratificstions of the con-
ventions from the fourth of August, 1916, concerning the transe
fer of the Danlsh West Indian Islands to the United States took
place January 17, in Washington, beitween the Danish Minister
and the American Secretary of State.'”
When the purchase was completed, no menticn of the event

appeared. Frankfuriter Zeitung und Handels b]att, April Z2-7,
1017

Wi%cd :
Pprankfurter Zeltuneg und Handelsblatt, August 6, 1916,

Ahypi6.
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, . 45
nonmic ressurces,

-Secretary Iansing so urgently desired to purchase the
islands, however, that he ignored these facts and sctually
played into the hands of the Danes by pressuring them to sell.
Langing even went so far as to threaten them with the sugges-
tion that the United States might have to occupy the islands
1f Denmark lost sovereignty over them. He made his threat on
November 15, when the Danish Minister Constantin Brun called
on nim to Inguire whether "the United States would feel 1%
necessary %o take the Islands if Denmark should decide not to
sell.” Tansing responded:

T had not considered this actlion te te necessaxy
:ag I hoped we could get them by fermal negotia-
. tlons'but that I could concelive of circumstances
whiech would compel such action on our part: ab-
sorption  of Denmark by some great power; or the
©o.sale, forced or voluntary, cof the lislands to an-

sother Turcpean power‘yhich would seekX to convert
them +to 2 naval base,46

Egan,® who imew nothing of Laansing's pr

i

. o -
sgsuyre Yactlics, was

q

L d

later =smbarrassed by them.ai
Faced with Lansing's threat., Demmuark set a2 high price

for the islands despite her awkward position. The Unlted

States im its overzealous desire to possess the territory was

fexced to accept. .Lansing reluctantly agreed 4 2 sum of

457he Tansing Papers, II, Bgan ito Secretary of State,
Yo. 833, March 8, 1915,

8E . - Y-
"UThe TLansing Papers, II, Lansing %o President Wilson,

jashington, December 4, 1615, as guoted in Lansing, "Drama of

he p. 4.

.
Ll %
the Virgir Islands Purchase,” op. clt..

4”{Sem .5-3>J< - R ;
e text, pp. T1-=72.
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$25 million even though he considered it %o be excessive.
Having coerced Denmark into the sale, or so he thought, he
was not in a poéition to haggle over tThe prioe.48

The bdlame for this excessive cost should not be placed
entirely on Lansing, however. Wilson was so anxicus to cou-
plete the sale that he was not inclined to debate the price
either. "It would be a mistake to break off at this evidently
opportune time on the. questlion of noney, within reasonable
bouunds;" he wrote to his Secretary of State in January 1916.49
Wilson's sense of urgency was apparently promoted by a General
Board of the Navy report to him in December 1915, which stated

that "the Virgin Islands had harbors that would mske goocd na~

U

and that .the United States could not safely permit
n50

val bases
a ;potential enemy to acquire the Islands.
w v +; Many Americans shared Lansing's dissatisfaction with the

cost of-the islands. Although the New York Times counslistently

févored the purchase, its first reaction wag that the price
was a "preposterously extravagant sum.” A Times editorial
stated that the defensive value of the leslands mightkinduce
the United States "to pay for them more than they are worth,"
but "five:times their estimated value . . . [ was_/ entirely

too much." Anticipating a Congressional rejecticn of the

48mpe Lansing Papers, II, Lansing to Egan, Tel. No. 67,
Washington, January 10, 1916,

49
7, 1916.

- 20q, Dlewey to J. Daniels, December 10, 1915, quoted in
Tansill, op. cit., pp. 481-433.

The Lansing Papers, II, W.W. to R. Iansing, January










































































































































