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ABSTRACT

An investigation of nearly three hundred marked graves in
five cemeteries on the Caribbean island of St. Eustatius,
Netherlands Antilles, was conducted to examine the
relationship between material culture and social status. The
sample of gravestones of the past two hundred years are
examined for variables that may indicate higher social status:
height, imported materials, motifs, and status information in
inscriptions.

One cemetery, the Dutch Reformed Churchyard, is reported
to contain the graves of aristocrats and other prominent
citizens. Examination of its gravestones in comparison with
the other cemeteries in the sample suggests that some people
of higher status as judged by their mortuary material culture
are buried in the Anglican Churchyard and the Methodist
Churchyard, as well as in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard. The
gravestones in the Catholic Cemetery are seen as representing
members of a community instead of individuals, with the status
of the priests and nuns receiving emphasis. The lack of
gravestones in the Lazareto Leper Colony burial ground is in
keeping with the lower status afforded to lepers during their
lifetime.

Other topics discussed include the construction of

gravestones by 1local craftsmen, burial customs, grave
decorations, and access to burial space.

ix



THE CEMETERIES OF ST. EUSTATIUS, N.A.:

STATUS IN A CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY



INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the study

This study investigates the gravestones on St. Eustatius,
an island in the Caribbean. As items of material culture,
gravestones are a reflection of cultural norms and beliefs as
well as indicators of social conditions and societal dynamics.
When examined over a period of time, gravestones offer
glimpses of changing styles and tastes while also providing
demographic information such as age at death. The overall
focus of this study is social status as evidenced in the
gravestones of the past 240 years on St. Eustatius.

St. Eustatius is one of five Caribbean islands which
together comprise the Netherlands Antilles. St. Eustatius -

also known as "Statia" - is located between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, approximately 160 miles southeast
of Puerto Rico (see Figure 1). Its nearest neighbors are
Saba, another Dutch island, and St. Kitts, a formerly British
island. St. Eustatius is approximately 5 miles long and 2
miles wide. While the official language is Dutch, English is
the most popular language spoken on Statia. The population,

which numbers approximately 1700, is predominantly black. Most
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4
residents live in or adjacent to the island's capital and only
town, Oranjestad, located on the western edge of the island
on a cliff above the Caribbean Sea. The northern and southern
ends of the island are mostly uninhabited, and are dominated
by hills and an extinct volcano called the Quill.

Status has been defined as "the position occupied by an
individual in relation to all other members of the society.
This may be determined by his personal achievements in life
(achieved) or by his birth and ancestry (ascribed)" (Champion
1980:125). The cemetery may be viewed as a physical
representation of its deceased members; social status should
be discernible via examination of: gravestone presence or
absence, gravestone location, height of monument, gravestone
materials and their importation, fences around burial plots,
decorative motifs, and gravestone inscriptions. These factors
have been implicated in studies of social status and mortuary
material culture which will be reviewed in chapter III - A
Review of the Literature. Whether of not these factors serve
to differentiate one cemetery on St. Eustatius from another,
thereby suggesting that one cemetery contains persons of
higher status than other cemeteries, will be the focus of this

study.

Hypotheses

Five of the fourteen known cemeteries on St. Eustatius
were chosen for study: the Methodist Churchyard, the Dutch

Reformed Churchyard, the Catholic Cemetery, the Anglican
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Churchyard, and Lazareto Leper Colony. All fourteen
cemeteries will be discussed in chapter II - The Cemeteries
of St. Eustatius. When considering which cemetery on St.

Eustatius might be generally associated with people of higher
status, the Dutch Reformed Churchyard seems to be implicated.
This cemetery is featured on a postcard - as is the Jewish
cemetery - and is the only cemetery in which the author
noticed tourists being shown around by local tour guides. A
tour guide called the Dutch Reformed Churchyard "the cemetery
of those who have served their country well."

Written descriptions of the island praise the Dutch
Reformed Churchyard's "inhabitants": Dethlefsen et. al. terms
them "Statia's most illustrious <citizens" (1982:15).
According to Hartog, the Dutch Reformed Churchyard's
gravestones are 'generally...costly executed;" Hartog goes
on to state that "Elsewhere on the island one still can see
two o0ld cemeteries where prominent Statia families are buried,
the 0l1d Church Cemetery and the English Church Cemetery"
(1976a:63). The 01d Church Cemetery (C#1l) was not included
in the survey, but the English Church Cemetery (Anglican
Churchyard - C#7) was included. How do these early Dutch and
British cemeteries compare in terms of the material aspects
of mortuary display? What changes are evident over the years,
and how do these cemeteries compare with other, newer
cemeteries on St. Eustatius?

An indication of the power members of the early Dutch

Reformed congregation held is contained in the following



account of late 18th-century Statia:

...the rich farmers on the island formed an oligarchy.

One of them, in this case the richest one, was also the

commander [Johannes De Graaff, commander 1776-1781].

Moreover they extended protection to one another; for

example: together with De Graaff they formed the Council;

together they also formed the Church consistory. Both
the government and the administration of justice were in
their hands, and as members of the Church consistory they
were charged with the supervision of the daily life of
the rest of the population. (Hartog 1976a:67)
What happened after the Dutch language and the Dutch Reformed
religion lost their dominance on Statia? Would a new group
become dominant, and would this change in power be evident in
mortuary display?

After a review of the literature on status as reflected
in gravestones (to be discussed in chapter III), five
hypotheses concerning the Dutch Reformed Churchyard were
formulated. The Dutch Reformed Churchyard reportedly contains
the remains of those who have served St. Eustatius with
distinction, and who were prominent in the government and/or
in the community. Social status - or the attempt to display
social status - should be reflected in the height of a
gravestone, since height calls attention to an object.
Hypothesis 1 - The Dutch Reformed Churchyard's gravestones
will be taller, on the average, than the gravestones in each
of the other cemeteries on the sample.

Importing materials for a gravestone and/or a plaque (a
separate piece containing an inscription) should indicate more
control over economic resources than using non-imported

materials.

Hypothesis 2 - The Dutch Reformed Churchyard will contain a
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higher percentage of gravestones with imported building
materials and/or imported plaques when compared to each of
the other cemeteries in the sample.

Something that adds to the cost, decorative nature, and
image-producing effects of gravestones is the presence of
decorative motifs, such as a cross or an angel.

Hypothesis 3 - The Dutch Reformed Churchyard will have the
highest percentage of gravestones with motifs when compared
to each of the other cemeteries in the sample.

Hypothesis 4 - The Dutch Reformed Churchyard will have the
highest Percentage of gravestones with multiple motifs (three
or more motifs per gravestone) in comparison to each of the
other cemeteries in the sample.

Gravestones of people of higher status should be more
likely to advertise that status than are gravestones of other
people. One way in which to display status is to supply
information concerning the deceased person's occupation,
title, familial relationship(s) and/or maiden name within the
gravestone's inscription.

Hypothesis 5 - The Dutch Reformed churchyard will contain the

highest percentage of gravestones which display status
information (occupation, title, familial relationship[s],
and/or maiden name) when compared to the other cemeteries in
the sample.

Methodoloqy

The fieldwork for this study was undertaken during ten

weeks of 1989 between June and August while the author resided
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on St. Eustatius, during and after the College of William and
Mary Summer Field School in Historical Archaeology and
Ethnography.

When choosing a sample, the author decided to survey 100
percent of the marked graves in each cemetery that was to be
chosen. A 100 percent sample was judged to better gauge
changes over time within a cemetery as well as to be a more
reliable basis upon which to compare cemeteries. Since St.
Eustatius has undergone such changes in economic, ethnic, and
religious conditions over time, a sample of gravestones from
the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries was hoped for.
Unfortunately, the island seems to have only one remaining
dated 17th-century gravestone, that of Lucas Jacobsen who died
in 1686 (located in cemetery number 1, 0ld Church Cemetery),
so the sample was 1limited to the 18th, 19th, and 20th
centuries.

Due to the limited time span of the author's residence
on the island, cemeteries that had already been mapped were
usually included. The Dutch Reformed Churchyard (C#4) and the
Anglican Churchyard (C#7) had been mapped in 1988 by Jerry D.
Hartley assisted by Field School participants. The Dutch
Reformed Churchyard had also been the subject of a study by
a Field 8School student in 1988, Laura Clifford; her
unpublished report (Clifford 1988) includes sketches of the
gravestones as well as information on their inscriptions and

building materials.
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Cemeteries that were of a variety of sizes were chosen:
two of the cemeteries chosen contained a large number of
marked graves (Catholic and Dutch Reformed - close to 100
each), one contained a medium number (Anglican - close to 50),
and two contained a small number (Methodist and Leper Colony -
close to 10).

Another factor that was involved in cemetery selection
was the social status of the deceased - the sample ranges from
high status, such as governors and priests, to low status,
such as lepers.

Accessibility of the cemetery was an important factor
since walking was the main mode of transportation. Cemeteries
within the limits of Oranjestad were chosen for study, with
the exception of the Lazareto Leper Colony.

The 01d Church Cemetery (C#1) has many older gravestones
but was not included for several reasons. The 0ld Church
Cemetery is in such a state of neglect that it would take days
to clear the overgrowth in order to even find many of the
gravestones. Many of the gravestones are in such a state of
decay that removing the protective covering of plant growth
could cause further erosion and discoloration from car exhaust
fumes. According to an informant, the gravestones on Statia
have become discolored since the number of cars on the island
has multiplied in the past 30 years. Marble seems especially
susceptible to this damage. Ironically, an informant stated
that the government had plans to clean this cemetery in

August,which was after the author was gone. Mapping this
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cemetery would be very difficult due to the hilly terrain.

The Jewish Cemetery was not chosen for study because it
has been well-documented: Emmanuel (1970) lists the
inscriptions and their English translations, as well as some
photographs: Hartog (1976b) includes photographs and
inscriptions of each gravestone. Time permitting, the Jewish
cemetery would have been one of the next cemeteries to be
surveyed.

To properly map the Kongo Cemetery (C#10) it would be
desirable to have the piles of stones meant for the wall out
of the way. It is unclear how much disruption - if any - was
done to gravemarkers when the land was cleared.

The first step in gathering data was to visually inspect
the cemeteries in Oranjestad, to get an idea of what type of
information should be included on a survey form. Survey forms
were designed and then printed by computer (see Figures 2 and
3). Each known cemetery on the island was designated with a
number. Before the Methodist Churchyard, Catholic Cemetery,
or Lazareto Leper Colony were surveyed, these graveyards were
mapped by Jerry D. Hartley and the author, using an alidade.
Each marked grave was given a number.

Survey forms were filled out for each marked grave in
each of the five cemeteries under study. In general, two
photographs were taken of each marked grave: one 35mm color
slide and one 35mm black and white print. Selected
gravestones were also reproduced visually by taking a

gravestone rubbing; this was accomplished utilizing thin white



WILLIAM AND MARY CEMETERY SURVEY, ST. EUSTATIUS
INDIVIDUAL GRAVESTONE RECORD SHEET

CEMETERY NAME CEMETERY NUMBER

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION GRAVE NUMBER

GRAVESTONE: present  absent; FOOTSTONE: present___ absent
GRAVESTONE FORM: __ tablet__ vault___ other:

GRAVESTONE SHAPE _

GRAVESTONE COLOR(S)

TYPE SUBTYPE

FOOTSTONE FORM FOOTSTONE SHAPE

FOOTSTONE COLOR(S)

TYPE/F SUBTYPE/F

GRAVESTONE MATERIAL(S): slate  marble granite  brick

poured concrete  concrete block _ cinder block _ cut stone
___fieldstone__ ceramic tile__ other:
PLAQUE: present__ absent PLAQUE SHAPE
PLAQUE MATERIAL: __ iron__ brass poured concrete_ marble
____granite porcelain___ other:
PLAQUE COLOR(S)
FOOTSTONE MATERIAL
NAME OF DECEASED
DATE OF DEATH DATE OF BIRTH AGE
ADDITIONAL PEOPLE COMMEMORATED

DECORATIVEMOTIF (S) : cross angel skull heart flower
tree bird hourglass star of David urn face
masonic emblem vine photograph none other:

CONDITION OF INSCRIPTION:_ _good__ clear but worn__ mostly
decipherable  traces_ illegible__ _no traces remaining
____none yet

NUMBER OF OBJECTS PLACED ON GRAVESTONE:_ __ rock/stone__ shell

artificial flower_  cut flower___ wreath __ other:

DIRECTION GRAVESTONE FACES: n S e \J ne se nw__ sw
DIMENSIONS OF GRAVESTONE:  length _ width____ _height_ thickness
DIMENSIONS OF FOOTSTONE: length_ __ width __ _height___ thickness
COMMENTS

RECORDED BY I,.. Paonessa DATE / /1989

PHOTO NUMBER: COLOR BLACK/WHITE

RUBBING/DRAWING NUMBER

FIGURE 2. Gravestone survey form, page 1



WILLIAM AND MARY CEMETERY SURVEY, ST. EUSTATIUS page
CEMETERY NUMBER GRAVE NUMBER
iSketch: Inscription:

|
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
|
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I

FIGURE 3. Gravestone survey form, page 2
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interfacing (a fabric used for reinforcing collars, etc.) and
black lumber crayons.

After returning to the United States, the survey data
were entered into a computer; the database management software
selected for use was Reflex 2.0 (Borland International 1989).
The database will be discussed further in Chapter IV - Data
Analysis.

Besides survey data obtained from study of the
gravestones, supporting evidence was obtained through
interviews with Statians and participant observation in a
wreath-laying ceremony and a funeral/burial. Documentary
evidence was also collected: the Census Office of the Statian
Government supplied a translated and transcribed record of
the names, ages, and dates of death of everyone who died on
St. Eustatius from January 1lst, 1980 to August 10th, 1989.
Another piece of written evidence that has proven to be of
great use is an unpublished listing of the inscriptions of the
gravestones on Statia that pre-date 1930; these inscriptions
were collected by two people with an interest in genealogy,
Hester Garrett and Robert Grode, with the assistance of the
people of Statia (Garrett and Grode 1976). Two lists of the
names of merchants from St. Eustatius - one from August 5th,
1780 to January 29th, 1871, and one from February 20th, 1781 -
were furnished to the author by Dr. Norman Barka of the
College of William and Mary.

In chapter I the past and present condition of St.

Eustatius will be summarized. The following chapter will
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describe the fourteen known cemeteries on St. Eustatius.
Chapter III will review the relevant 1literature on
gravestones, social status, and burial customs. An analysis
of the cemetery survey data will be provided in chapter 1IV.
In chapter V further aspects of mortuary behavior on St.
Eustatius that may not be evident from the quantitative data
will be discussed. The final chapter will deal with

conclusions on gravestones and status on St. Eustatius.



CHAPTER I

HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION OF ST. EUSTATIUS

Christopher Columbus is reported to have sailed by Saint
Eustatius in 1493 (Hartog 1976a). None of the aboriginal
inhabitants were still residing on the island when the first
permanent settlement of the island occurred on April 25th,
1636. These first 50 settlers were Netherlanders from the
province of Zeeland (Attema 1976). Pieter van Corselles led
the settlers, who constructed Fort Oranje on the site of an
abandoned French fort (Kandle 1985). Tobacco plantations were
begun, manned by Indian slaves, imported mainly from Dominica;
the first cash crop was sold in the Netherlands in July of
1638 (Hartog 1976a). The colonists probably served as
suppliers to their sponsor, the West India Company (Kandle
1985). The history of St. Eustatius is a tale of economic
prosperity alternating with economic depression. The island
changed hands 22 times among the Dutch, French, and English,
with accompanying "destruction and plunder with consequent
immigration and return of inhabitants..." (Hartog 1976a:23).
By 1650 cotton and coffee were also being grown successfully,
but this prosperity ended with the French takeover of the
island in 1709. Settlers were attracted to Statia because

land prices were so low.

15
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After the year 1730 the economic condition of St.
Eustatius changed for the better. Between 1730 and 1740
plantations were converted to the growing of sugar cane.
Although sufficient space to grow this crop successfully was
lacking, the Statians profited from trading in sugar. Statian
merchants ordered food and timber from North America and
exported sugar to North America, smuggling the product from
French and Spanish islands to these British colonies (Hartog
1976a). The ships coming to Statia for sugar arrived with
goods from North and South America, Europe, and Africa,
including African slaves for the plantations of Statia as well
as for export to other Caribbean islands.

With the multitude of wars happening in 18th-century
Europe, trade on St. Eustatius prospered - countries that
weren't allowed to trade with one another were able to do so
at Statia's free port. In 1746 merchants began to build
warehouses on the Bay (Lower Town, the shoreline below the
cliffs of Upper Town and Oranjestad) (Hartog 1976a:26). St.
Eustatius became such a busy trading center that it came to
be called Diamond Rock or Golden Rock. Hartog describes the
merchants who established themselves on the island during the
18th century as "Netherlanders, Frenchmen, Spaniards,
Englishmen, Jews, but also Turks, Greeks and Levantines..."
(1976a:40) . Eighteenth-century St. Eustatius "became the most
important slave depot in the West Indies, taking over from
Curacao" (Attema 1976:21). The interest in trade made the
plantations on Statia "uninteresting" and they "were neglected

for quite a long time" (Attema 1976:21).
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By 1760 Statians enjoyed "such an extravagant prosperity
that the enemy put an end to it as soon as he could do so"
(Hartog 1976a:23). During the term of Johannes de Graaff as
Commander of St. Eustatius (1776-1781) smuggling of Dutch
arms, gunpowder, and other supplies to the American colonies
at war with Great Britain flourished. An event occurred
during de Graaff's term that further angered the British: on
November 1l6th, 1776 an American naval vessel, the Andrew
Doria, flying the Great Union Flag (a predecessor of the Stars
and Stripes) was saluted by cannon from Fort Orange 1in
Oranjestad.

In the early morning of Saturday, February 3rd, 1781
British Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney and accompanying
English fleets arrived in the waters off of Oranjestad. The
outnumbered Statians surrendered. Rodney sent some of his
ships in pursuit of a convoy of 24 ships which were under
escort of a Dutch warship named Mars, which had sailed for the
Netherlands 24 hours previously. The Mars was under the
command of Rear-Admiral Willem Crul. In the ensuing sea
battle, Rear-Admiral Crul and several officers and men were
killed. The Mars surrendered and the convoy was captured.
Crul was later "laid to rest with military honors in the
Reformed Church cemetery at St. Eustatius" (Hartog
1976a:86) .

Rodney expelled many of the merchants, stopped all trade,
and confiscated the merchants' goods and possessions; the

planters were not punished. The French easily took over the
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island from the British in November of 1781. Contrary to
popular belief, Rodney did not put an end to St. Eustatius'
prosperity; the "economy as well as the population practically
recovered immediately" (Hartog 1976a:96). The French left in
1784 and "many merchants who had emigrated to St. Thomas after
1871, returned after 1784" when the island became Dutch once
again; the "prosperity after 1784 did not have the extravagant
character that it had prior to 1781, but it is a fact that
there was prosperity" (Hartog 1976a:98-99). The population
of St. Eustatius reached its highest point in 1790, when 8124
people lived on the island: 2341 whites, 643 freedmen of
color, and 5140 slaves (see Table 1).

After 1784, free trade in slaves was outlawed on Statia,
resulting in a downturn in the economy in 1790: "Those who
came to buy slaves had, at the same time, stocked up on staple
commodities and other goods. After 1790 the goods trade went
into a steep decline" (Bor 1981:52). Another reason for the
decline 1in trade 1in the 1790s, ironically, was the
independence of the United States and the resulting lessening
of need for an intermediate port. Trade with neighboring
islands also declined.

The final blow to the economy was the occupation by the
French in 1795 when the Netherlands became a satellite state
of France. Statians paid a large amount in taxes to the
French until 1801 when the island came under British rule for
a year. Prosperity was over for Statia; "economically the

island was ruined and it has never recovered" (Hartog



TABLE 1

POPULATION FIGURES FOR ST. EUSTATIUS

Total

Year Population Composition

1639 60

1665 1170 330 Whites, 840 Blacks and Indians

1699 784

1702 373 102 Whites, 271 slaves

1705 606 c.300 slaves

1715 1274 524 Whites and freedmen, 750 slaves

1722 1204 520 Whites

1735 1356 517 Whites, 839 slaves

1740 1983 706 Whites, 1277 slaves

1750 2315 1513 slaves

1779 3056 1563 slaves

1786 7600

1790 8124 2341 Whites, 643 freedmen of color, 5140
slaves

1818 2668 501 Whites, 302 freedmen of color, 1865
slaves

1850 1932

1863 1977 1138 freed slaves

1884 1600 50 Whites

1900 1334

1902 c.1300 c.100 Whites

1916 1431

1920 1315

1935 1198

1940 1130

1948 921

1960 1014

1972 1341 640 males, 701 females

1974 1421 676 males, 745 females

1976 1276 627 males, 649 females; 5 "native Whites"
(descendants of merchants and planters of
18th and 19th centuries)

1985 c.1750

Sources: Attema 1976, Bor 1981, Emmanuel 1970, Hartog 1976a,

Wafer et.al. 1985
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1976a:102). The British took over the role of trading power
in the Caribbean (Attema 1976). By 1816, St. Eustatius was
again under Dutch rule, where it remains today.

The planters suffered hard times in the 19th century.
The warehouses in Lower Town were damaged by a hurricane in
1819 (Kandle 1985). The population in the 1820s began to
"break down the houses dating back to the Golden Era, in order
to convert the bricks into money" (Hartog 1976a:126). In
1855, Statia exported 80,000 bricks; in 1879, 5000 bricks were
exported.

When slavery was abolished by the Dutch in 1863,
cultivation on the plantations came to an end. The
plantations were abandoned and their owners became poverty-
stricken. Planters derived some income from "little hired
fields where the former slaves planted some yams and sweet
potatoes, the main food of the population" (Hartog 1976a:128).
If rainfall was insufficient planters imported and sold
produce to the former slaves. Slaves had become free
laborers, but there was not much labor to be had. The
government began to be the main employer, and freed slaves
moved from the countryside to the town of Oranjestad, or
emigrated to other islands such as St. Croix. Some planters
switched to raising livestock, but this occupation offered
little financial reward (Bor 1981).

By the beginning of the 20th century many of the
plantations were abandoned. During this century, many

Statians have left the island to find work, or have been
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employed by the 1local government. In the past several
decades, there has been a slight economic upswing with the
increase in tourism and the opening of an oil terminal on St.
Eustatius. However, the island is "dependent on the import
of provisions, building materials, clothing and other
necessities, from St. Maarten, Curacao, Puerto Rico, and the
United States," which increases prices and results in delays
in progress of construction projects (Bor 1981:361).

Presently, the Windward 1Islands of the Netherlands
Antilles (St. Maarten, Saba, and St. Eustatius) are governed
by an Island Council comprised of 15 members - five from each
island. A lieutenant-governor is appointed by the Crown, and
is assisted by two deputies from each island. On St.
Eustatius and on Saba, the Lieutenant-Governor is represented
by an Administrator. The day-to-day affairs on St. Eustatius
are usually handled by the Administrator and the two deputies,
in consultation with the Lieutenant-Governor (Hartog 1976a).
There exists a rivalry on Statia between the two competing
political parties: the Democratic Party and the Windward
Islands' Peoples Movement. The competition rests less on
ideological differences than on the system of patronage (Bor
1981).

Another division among the people of Statia today is by
religion: according to a 1976 survey by Bor (1981), 45.61% are
Methodists, 24.29% are Roman Catholics, 22.96% are Seventh Day
Adventists, 5.25% are of other religions, 1.49% are of no

religion, and 0.39% are of unknown religion. Since these
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statistics were compiled, the number of Seventh Day Adventists
have reportedly increased and have overtaken the Roman
Catholics for second most popular religion. The history of
religion on St. Eustatius will be discussed in the following

chapter concerning the cemeteries.



CHAPTER II

THE CEMETERIES OF ST. EUSTATIUS

There are 14 known cemeteries on St. Eustatius today,
five of which comprise the sample under study. Each of the
14 will be described as to location, dates of use, number of
marked graves, general appearance, and religious affiliation.
The number used to designate each cemetery is the same number

used to locate it on a map of the island (see Figure 4).

1. 01d Church Cemetery

The 01d Church Cemetery appears to be the oldest one on
St. Eustatius. It is located on the eastern edge of the town
of Oranjestad, southeast of the intersection of the streets
named Lodi Road and Merkman Weg; to the south of this cemetery
is cemetery number 2, the Jewish Cemetery. The surrounding
areas are also made up of the local hospital (Queen Beatrix
Hospital), residential sites, and an undeveloped area.

The oldest dated gravestone in this cemetery is that of
Lucas Jacobsen (spelled Iacobsen) who died on September 17th,
1686. The inscription, which is written in Dutch, relates

that Mr. Jacobsen was Commander of the Island St. Eustatius;
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Hartog (1976a) lists him as Commander from 1671 to 1672. The
newest dated gravestone is from the 1970s, although at least
one non-dated concrete vault with wreaths on top seems to be
from the 1980s. There are approximately 130 marked graves;
Garrett and Grode (1976) list inscriptions from 42 pre-1930
gravestones, 14 of which are written in Dutch, two in Latin,
and one in French.

The 01ld Church Cemetery is in a state of neglect; many
gravestones are totally or mostly covered by grass, ivy,
and/or flowering plants. At least half of the gravestones are
broken and crumbled and/or without readable inscriptions. No
gravestones were observed to be decorated with cut flowers or
purposefully cleared of overgrowth. The surface of the
cemetery slopes uphill from the west end to the east end. One
gravestone in the form of a small roofed "house" stands out
due to its height and unique design; it is the tomb of Abraham
Heyliger, who built the structure in 1761 and occupied it in
1785. His descendants up to Raapzaat Heyliger Moore (who died
in 1890) also occupy this tomb (Hartog 1976a).

This cemetery is said to be the site of the o0ld Dutch
Reformed Church; the church was "presumably destroyed by the
French in 1689" (Hartog 1976a:142). The cemetery has
reportedly been surrounded by a concrete wall within the past
15 years in order to keep roaming animals out. It is still,
however, a popular place for goats to graze. An informant
stated that this cemetery used to extend westward where the

road Merkman Weg and the hospital now stand; human bones were
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reportedly exposed when the land was being prepared for

construction of the hospital.

2. Jewish Cemetery

The Jewish Cemetery is located on the eastern edge of the
town of Oranjestad, southeast of the intersection of Merkman
Weg and Prinses Weg. The cemetery lies to the south of
cemetery number 1, the 0l1ld Church Cemetery; it is also
surrounded by a commercial car repair area and undeveloped
areas (the former Princess Estate).

The datable gravestones range from 1742 +to 1843,
according to Emmanuel (1970). A Jewish cemetery was first
mentioned on St. Eustatius in 1730 (Hartog 1976b). One
gravestone appears to be a 20th-century addition, since it
seems to be constructed of concrete;this gravestone is in the
form of a vault and is unmarked. There are 32 marked graves;
some, however, are broken and crumbled while others are just
foundations at ground level. Most of the gravestones are a
single tier, constructed of cut volcanic stone, with a plaque
on top of imported material such as granite or marble. The
inscriptions are generally long and are written in Portuguese,
Hebrew, and/or English. Emmanuel (1970) and Hartog (1976b)
have documented this cemetery; photographs and/or inscriptions
- including English translations - are provided.

In general, the Jewish Cemetery is overgrown. The
presence of a rock on top of many of the gravestones may
indicate that flowers were placed upon the gravestones (St.

Eustatius has a relatively steady breeze which blows from east
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to west, and rocks are sometimes used to anchor bunches of
flowers or vases on gravestones in other cemeteries).

In 1973 a group of volunteers from the Caribbean Mitsvah
Corps "cleaned the Jewish cemetery and wired it in" (Hartog
1976a:59) . Apparently, no wall surrounded the cemetery at
that time. Today, the cemetery is enclosed by a concrete wall
with a cast iron main gate decorated with Jewish symbols. The
volunteers of 1973 also cleaned the ruins of the Jewish
synagogue Honen Dalim which was built in 1739. This synagogue
is located near the center of town close to cemetery number
4, the Dutch Reformed Churchyard.

Most of the Jews were "Sephardic Jews whose forefathers
hailed from Spain and Portugal" (Hartog 1976a:58). When
Rodney attacked the island in 1781 there were 101 Jewish men;
the Jewish merchants were treated very harshly by Rodney, who
separated the men from their families before expelling then.
However, in 1790 there were still 157 Jews on Statia; the
effects of the economic decline after 1795 may be reflected
in the fact that by 1818 only five Jews remained, the last of

whom died in 1846 (Hartog 1976a).

3. Methodist Churchvyard

This cemetery is one of the five chosen for study. It
is located on the grounds on the Bethel Methodist Church
southeast of the intersection of Kapel Weg and De Ruyter Wegq,
and northeast of the intersection of Binckers Weg and De

Ruyter Weg. The neighborhood is mainly residential except



28
for the Anglican Churchyard - cemetery number 7 - which lies
to the west, across De Ruyter Wegq.

The churchyard contains three separate areas in which
burials occur (see Appendix A - Cemetery Maps). The earliest
marked grave may be from 1835 - the date is unclear; another
gravestone dates from 1840, The latest gravestone
commemorates someone who died in 1958. There are 10 marked
graves in this cemetery; the inscriptions are in English.

The Methodist Churchyard is generally neat in appearance;
a wall of cut volcanic stone topped with concrete surrounds
the church property:; an apparently newer section of wall made
of concrete blocks off one area of burials so that easy access
from the front steps of the church is impeded.

The Methodist congregation is the most popular religious
group on Statia today. A slave named Black Harry brought
Methodism to St. Eustatius in 1786, probably after becoming
a Methodist on Antigua (Bor 1981). The Dutch authorities did
not approve of Methodism, but the British allowed for the
founding of a Methodist congregation on then-British-ruled
Statia in 1811 (Hartog 1976a). A wooden church was built in
1825; this structure was destroyed by an earthquake in 1843.
The present stone-walled church was built in 1843.

In 1836, there were 677 Methodists on the island, out of
a total population of approximately 1500 people (Bor 1981).
Methodism spread quickly among the black and colored
population on Statia; during the first half of the nineteenth

century, there were no clergymen representing other churches
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on the island, and whites also became Methodists.

4. Dutch Reformed Churchvard

The Dutch Reformed Churchyard is also one of the
cemeteries in the sample. It is located on the grounds of the
ruins of the Dutch Reformed Church, west of Kerk Weg and
southeast of Fort Orange, not far from the cliffs overlooking
Lower Town and the Caribbean Sea. It is surrounded by
substantial and more modest homes, commercial property (the
telephone/telegraph office), and vacant land (see Appendix A -
Cemetery Maps).

The earliest dated gravestone is from 1762; the latest
dates from 1987, although there are several non-dated
gravestones from 1989. The cemetery contains 109 marked
graves; six inscriptions are in the Dutch language.

The appearance of this cemetery is very neat and well-
cared for. Informants reported that the island's Historical
Foundation had undertaken a beautification plan for the
churchyard several years ago - several palm trees and
flowering plants were planted. An employee of the Historical
Foundation unlocks and locks the door to the church's tower
on a regular basis for tourists' convenience. The cemetery
is a regular stop for taxi drivers who take visitors on tours
of the island.

The wall surrounding the grounds seems to have been built
in several stages, probably reflecting replacement for
repairs. The main construction materials are Bermuda stone

(probably native limestone), cut volcanic (native) stone,
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mortar, brick, and concrete blocks. The top surface of the
older walls contains glass, possibly as a deterrent to scaling
the walls. The newest wall - of concrete block - is on the
west side of the property, and contains a gateway which opens
onto a path that leads to Fort Orange. The main entrance on
Kerk Weg is through a cast iron gate and an arch composed of
cut volcanic stone and brick.

The Protestant Dutch Reformed faith was the official
religion of the Dutch colony. An earlier Dutch Protestant
church had stood on the site of the 01d Church Cemetery,
cemetery number 1. Church services were also held inside
various buildings in Fort Orange (Attema 1976). A church was
built on the present site of the Dutch Reformed Church ruins
in 1755; the structure was subsequently destroyed by a
hurricane in 1772 - the same storm that severely damaged the
synagogue Honen Dalim nearby. Hartog describes the aftermath
of the 1772 destruction:

...the congregation of the Reformed Church decided on a

representative building that would defy the centuries.

The citizens, who had become rich in the meantime, did

not want to be second to the Jewish community. From the

preserved documents we know that this was the principal
reason why they proceeded to build such a large building.

(1976a:62)

The church building was begun in 1774 and completed in
1775 or in early 1776; the dimensions are 89 feet by 33 feet
(Hartog 1976a). The tower used to be taller than it is now -
it used to have a high eight-sided roof made of wood on top

of the stone tower, resulting in a tower height of 63 feet.

The tower and church building were plastered white and the
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wooden tower roof was blue. The building is constructed
mainly of irregularly shaped blocks of natural volcanic stone
(faced stone) along with limestone and some red and yellow
bricks which reportedly came from the Netherlands as ballast
in the ships of the West Indies Company (Attema 1976). The
building was "severely damaged in the hurricane of 1792; the
roof and top of the tower collapsed" (Attema 1976:65).
Protestant merchants left the island when other merchants did
in the late 18th century; the Dutch Reformed minister left in
1792 and was not replaced. Hartog reports that "Calvinistic
Protestantism disappeared completely from St. Eustatius and
was succeeded by Methodism" (1976a:63).

The church building suffered more damage during a storm
in 1852. 1In 1856 a minister was appointed to "revive the old
Reformed Church" but he was not successful and left the island
in 1860 (Hartog 1976a:64). The church had not been used since
then, and became more and more dilapidated. An informant
reported that the church was partially restored several years

ago by a Dutch firm that also restored Fort Orange.

5. Catholic Cemetery

The Catholic Cemetery is included in the survey sample.
It is located on the eastern edge of Oranjestad, on the cliff
overlooking Lower Town. The cliff slopes gradually outward
from the top (the cemetery) to the bottom (Lower Town), and
it is evident that erosion has removed soil from the upper

level, reducing the width of the cemetery. The cemetery's
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gate faces Van Tonningen Weg; a school building is across the
street, northeast of the cemetery. Salem Cemetery - cemetery
number 6 -lies to the northwest of the Catholic Cemetery. To
the east, across Van Tonningen Weg, are a small commercial
shop and the house and grounds of the Lieutenant-Governor.
To the southeast, a narrow strip of grass with a tree and a
concrete bench lies between the road and a chain link fence
marking the cliff's edge. A section of a stone and mortar
wall from an unknown structure sits precariously on the edge
of the cliff, to the west of the northwest corner of the
cemetery. The boundary of the cemetery forms an irregqular
shape (see Appendix A - Cemetery Maps).

The earliest dated gravestone in the Catholic Cemetery
is from 1854. The latest dated gravestone is from 1985;
however, at least one burial occurred in 1989, although this
grave was not marked with a gravestone. The cemetery contains
105 marked graves; all inscriptions are in English.
The general appearance of the Catholic Cemetery is good -
there are no trees, the grass is relatively short, and
bushes, flowering ivy, and other plants are in evidence.
However, piles of debris (rocks, concrete fragments) and soil
have accumulated near the walls of the cemetery, and grass and
weeds are growing from cracks in many gravestones.
The present wall 1is a 20th-century addition which
apparently was built in stages. The eastern wall (along the
road) 1is constructed of concrete blocks which have been

painted off-white on the top of the wall and the outer surface
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of the wall (facing the road); the inner surface of this wall
remains grey. The northern and southern walls of the cemetery
are constructed of cinderblocks and are grey in color (not
painted). The northern wall is attached to an apparently
older wall of stone and mortar which is one-half the height
of the modern wall; the older wall 1is 1located from the
northeast corner of the cemetery along one-third of the
northern wall (opposite Salem Cemetery).

It is evident that attempts have been made to enclose the
west edge of the cemetery, along the cliff edge. In the
present northwest corner of the cemetery, the northern wall
curves southward then ends abruptly; the jagged edge of the
wall indicates that the wall has been broken - the broken
pieces probably fell down the cliff to Lower Town. A similar
occurrence may have happened on the southwest corner near the
cliff edge. The cinderblock wall on the south side of the
cemetery used to extend straight out along its length; now,
the western section has been added on at approximately a 130-
degree angle to the rest of the south wall.

The remnants of what appears to be a stone wall near the
cliff edge was found, overgrown with grass; it is marked "a"
on the cemetery map (Appendix A). A section of barbed wire
was noted along the upper face of the cliff, slightly below
the surface 1level of the present edge of the cemetery.
Another attempt at containing the effects of erosion may be
implied by the presence of what appears to be the end of a

mortared stone wall; this wall is visible on the upper face
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of the cliff when viewing the cliff from below (Lower Town),
facing east. This remnant of a possible wall lies south of
the curved corner of the broken northern wall; an indentation
in the cliff edge that appears to be the edge of an eroding
grave lies halfway between the curved end of the northern wall
and the possible mortared stone wall. The cliff edge of Upper
Town 1is 40 meters high [132 feet], according to Attema
(1976:11) .

What is probably the most visually striking aspect of the
Catholic Cemetery is the contrast of whitewashed gravestones
against the backdrop of the dark blue Caribbean Sea. Another
noticeable factor is the abundance of crosses, including an
8-foot-tall concrete base plus cross which lies at the end of
the sidewalk which leads directly to the cross from the iron
gate. This cross, numbered "41" on the cemetery map, is
apparently not a gravestone but a symbol identifying this
cemetery as Christian. Pocius, in his study of 18th and 19th-
century cemeteries in Newfoundland, Canada, notes that "Large
crosses were often placed in Roman Catholic cemeteries,
usually at some central 1location...™ (1986:30) . One
gravestone, at over 11 feet tall, towers over the rest of the
cemetery; designated "81" on the cemetery map, it is the
resting place of Catholic priests and a Catholic nun. This
gravestone will be discussed at greater length in following
chapters.

The history of Catholicism on St. Eustatius seems to be

a two-part story. During the 18th century - and possibly
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during the 17th century - there existed a Roman Catholic
church in Lower Town, on Oranje Bay. This church is shown on
an Italian print that was probably made from a drawing by
someone else shortly before 1772 (Hartog 1976a:70); the church

is labeled "private" (La Chiesa Romana Privata). It is

interesting to note that this church appears to be below and
in front of the cliff where the Catholic cemetery is today.

The 18th-century merchants of St. Eustatius included
"quite a few Dutch Roman Catholics, but the Catholics were
mostly foreigners" (Hartog 1976a:116). The church may have
been designated as "private"™ on the Italian print because
instead of a "canonically established parish" there was "only
a group of Catholics cared for by a wandering priest who had
settled on the island" (Hartog 1976a:116). The estimated
number of Catholics during this time period is 500. Hartog
(1976a) states that Jan Dijkers, a member of a well-known
Dutch family on St. Eustatius, was the owner of the private
Catholic chapel. While Jan's date of birth or death is not
given, his brother Michael was born in 1770 and died in 1848
(Hartog 1976a:83). When the merchants left the island at the
end of the 18th century, the Catholic parish also disappeared,
and nothing is left of the former church (Hartog 1976a).

The second phase in the history of Catholicism on Statia
began in 1841 when a priest was stationed on the island in
order to spread the Catholic religion. In doing so, the
priest had to compete with the Methodist minister for

converts, but both churches developed congregations. Hartog
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declares that the present Catholic parish has "nothing to do
historically with the one of the 18th century" (1976a:117).
The Catholic community expanded in size especially after 1890
(Hartog 1976a). This parish reportedly built a small church
in 1843 which was rebuilt into a convent for the nuns in 1910.
Also in 1910 a new church -the present one in Upper Town - was
built "of stones taken from the ruins in the Lower Town and
carried up piece by piece" (Hartog 1976a:116).

The Catholic Cemetery was used by the second phase of
Catholics; the question remains as to whether Catholics from
the 18th century were ever buried on Statia, and if so, in
what location. While some of the non-dated gravestones in the
Catholic Cemetery are in poor condition, a 19th-century date
for their construction is more likely than an 18th-century
date, based on the even worse condition of some 18th-century
gravestones in the Anglican Churchyard (cemetery number 7).
Kandle (1985) argues that Lower Town and its concentration of
warehouses and shops used mainly for trade activities with
foreigners functioned as a boundary separating Dutch Statians
from foreigners attracted there for trade, and also separating
"foreign traders who intended a more permanent residence on
the island from those of a more transient nature" (1985:128).
Bor suggests that the Catholic priest or priests may have
been transient: in the 18th century and the beginning of the
19th century, the "island depended on visiting pastors from

neighboring islands" (1981:198).
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Since the Roman Catholic Church requires that the body
be buried in consecrated ground (Mitford 1963) it appears
unlikely that its members were buried in one of the Protestant
cemeteries of the 18th century. Kandle suggests that
acceptance into the Upper Town could have been biased in favor
of the English such as neighbors from St. Kitts and Nevis who
had stronger economic ties with Statian merchants, and biased
against the Spanish and French, who were more likely to be
Catholic (1985:129). A small parish of foreigners without a
full-time priest would seem to lack the power to claim and
maintain a plot of land in Upper Town to use as a cemetery,
especially land in a prime 1location near the governor's
residence (which is also shown on the 1772 print, in Upper
Town) .

It is not very probable that the 18th-century Catholic
parish had a cemetery in Lower Town since the area was
literally packed full of buildings. Kandle (1985) reports
that buildings in Lower Town once stood as many as seven
structures deep up to the cliff face, and that there was heavy
competition for construction land. Another argument against
a Catholic cemetery in Lower Town is that 18th and 19th-
century Catholic cemeteries tend to be situated at a distance
from settled areas of the community, whereas Anglican and
Methodist burial grounds were usually created surrounding a
newly built church building (Pocius 1986). Another
possibility is that the bodies of Catholics were sent off the

island for burial in a Catholic cemetery, possibly to St.
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Kitts, the closest neighboring island. St. Maarten is further
away than St. Kitts, but since half of the island is French

(St. Martin), it is likely to have had a Catholic cemetery.

6. Salem Cemetery

Salem Cemetery - sometimes called the Government Cemetery
- 1is located northwest of the Catholic Cemetery (cemetery
number 5) and west of Van Tonningen Weg, the road which leads
to Lower Town. It lies closer to the road and further from
the cliff edge than the Catholic Cemetery. Salem Cemetery is
very large - it is the largest cemetery on St. Eustatius.
The surroundings are mainly undeveloped land and residential
sites.

Salem is a 20th-century cemetery, and is the newest
cemetery on Statia. The oldest dated gravestone is from 1912
(Garrett and Grode 1976); the newest dated gravestone is from
January 1989. Three burials took place in Salem Cemetery
between June and mid-August of 1989; none of these burials
were marked with names or dates, however.

An informal count revealed that there are approximately
168 marked graves in this cemetery, 81% of which are in the
form of a vault (gravestone types will be discussed in a later
chapter). The inscriptions all seem to be in English.

The cemetery was generally in a state of neglect with
tall grass and weeds. However, a team of local government
employees from the Public Works Department cut the grass in

early August, improving the cemetery's condition considerably.
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It is interesting to note that a worker reported that the

cemetery was being cleaned so it would "look nice for the

tourists." The cemetery wall is of unpainted cinderblocks;
the three gates are wooden and are painted white.

Salem cemetery is not affiliated with a religious group -

it is operated by the local government as a public cemetery

open to anyone on Statia.

7. Anglican Churchyard

The Anglican Churchyard - also called the 0ld English
Cemetery - is included in this study. It is found northwest
of the intersection of De Ruyter Weg and Binckers Weg, and
west of the Methodist Church and its churchyard (cemetery
number 3). The other surroundings are residential areas to
the north and mixed residential and commercial areas to the
south (across Binckers Weg). A vacant lot with an abandoned
cistern (a structure for storing rain water) lies to the west
of the cemetery, indicating that this lot previously contained
a structure such as a house.

The Anglican Churchyard appears to be a bit older that
the Dutch Reformed Churchyard (cemetery number 4). The
earliest dated gravestone is from 1755; the newest gravestone
is dated 1983. The cemetery contains 68 marked graves. The
inscriptions are in English, which is not surprising since
England was generally associated with the Anglican Church.

The overall appearance of the cemetery is one of neglect.

The grass and weeds are tall, and it was not uncommon to find
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trash near the fence along the street by the Methodist Church.
Occasionally a donkey was seen tied to a gravestone and
allowed to graze. Flowering trees and palm trees add a touch
of visual appeal. The north, west, and south walls are of
cinderblock and are unpainted; the east wall is made of a
combination of materials: a cut stone base with an upper
portion of black cast iron fencing interspersed with pillars
of concrete, painted off-white. The gate in the east wall is
of cast iron. A second entrance is formed by a space left
open in the south wall (see Appendix A - Cemetery Maps).

This cemetery was originally associated with the Anglican
religion. Hartog states that the church of the Anglican
community was established in 1752; the church appears on the
Italian print from shortly before 1772 as the English Church
(Chiesa Inglese). The location of the church on this Italian
print seems to be near the cliff in Upper Town, near the
present-day location of the Catholic Church. By 1830, an
Anglican Church was located within the Anglican Churchyard of
today (Hartog 1976a:126). The foundation of a building is
still partially visible in the churchyard, and is marked "J"
and "K" on the cemetery map (Appendix A).

Bor reports that:

There was a succession of ministers until 1821, when the

last one left. The church soon fell into disrepair and

now only the fairly extensive graveyard remains as a

reminder of this community. (1981:196)

The last British occupation of Statia ended in 1816, so it
appears that when British rule was over for good, so was

interest in the Anglican religion. The exodus of British



41
merchants prior to 1816 also probably led to a weakening of

strength of the Anglican faith.

8. Benners Family Graveyard

Benners Family Graveyard is located northwest of the town
of Oranjestad, on Benners Plantation. Visits to the four
known plantation graveyards on Statia were not made due to
limits in time and accessibility. However, Benners Cemetery
was mapped in July of 1988 by members of the College of
William and Mary Summer Field School under the direction of
Jerry D. Hartley.

The dated gravestones indicate that the graveyard was in
use between circa 1728 and 1802, with five or six of the nine
marked gravestones dating from the 1730s (Garrett and Grode
1976). Six of the inscriptions are in Dutch, one appears to
be in Latin, one is in English, and one is unknown (just a
name and year). The family names represented are Benners
(also spelled Benner), Creutzer, Heyliger, Lindesay, Ravene,
and Gibbes. There are fourteen identifiable graves in the
main portion of the cemetery, which lies to the north of a
modern dirt road (Delle 1989). Three unmarked children's
gravestones are located to the south of the road (Delle 1989).

The most noticeable gravestone is reportedly that of "The
Hon. Johannes Salomons Gibbes, Esq.," who was former Governor
of St. Maarten; he was born on St. Eustatius on May 22nd, 1733
and died on St. Eustatius on April 21st, 1802. The lengthy

inscription of approximately 37 1lines states that "...his
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remains were interred with Military Honors By a Party of the
British Garrison who then Commanded the Island..." (Garrett
and Grode 1976:63-64).

Garrett and Grode (1976) also note the appearance of a
stone now imbedded in the wall of the plantation cookhouse
with the inscription "C WAN PEDRO." The authors hypothesize
that this may have been a grave marker of a slave (Garrett and

Grode 1976:1i-1ii,64).

9. Berkel Family Cemetery

The Berkel Family Cemetery is located northwest of the
intersection of Weg Maar Jeems and Paramira Weg, at a distance
from the roads. An unpaved path leads from a wooden gate on
the north side of Paramira Weg; the gate lies at the west end
of a tall stone wall that parallels Paramira Weg. At the gate
entrance to the unpaved path, a house lies on both the east
and west sides of the path. The path ends with the cemetery
on its east side and a modest house on the west side of the
path. To the north of the cemetery are fields; two sheds are
leaning against the outer walls of the cemetery, near its
northeast and southeast corners. The dimensions are
approximately 60 feet by 75 feet.

The cemetery appears to have been in use since 1929, the
earliest date on a gravestone; the newest dated gravestone is
from 1976, although some appear to be even newer. The
inscriptions are in English, and there appear to be 11 marked

graves. Ten of the 11 marked graves are in the form of
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vaults; an informant stated that some of the earlier graves
are unmarked.

This cemetery has many plants growing in it, some of
which appear to be purposefully planted while some of them may
be growing wild. The walls are of concrete blocks; the
remnants of what appears to be an older wall of mortar, stone,
and brick lies inside the south wall, at a maximum height of
one foot. The wooden gate, painted white, is near the
southwest corner, facing west onto the path. An informant
reported that the wall was built eight or nine years ago, and
that the cemetery is 75 years old, or older.

The Berkel family is a large one on Statia; a Berkel is
listed in the 1989 Telephone Directory of St. Eustatius as one
of the members of the Island Council. Another Berkel was
reported by an informant to be the past president of the

Historical Foundation.

10. Kongo Cemetery

The Kongo Cemetery - also known as Duinkerk Cemetery -
is located outside of the town of Oranjestad, north of the
intersection of Mansion Road (also called Airport Road) and
Paramira Weg, and on the east side of Mansion Road. It is
surrounded by grazing land and trees and a house lies to the
north of the cemetery.

The dates of use of the cemetery are unknown. Only three
marked graves are apparent, with two intact gravestones and

one broken into rubble - none of which have inscriptions. An
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informant reported that the cemetery land had been cleared a
few years ago using a tractor. It was noted that shallow
trenches had been dug along the north and south edges of the
property; one trench was marked at each end with a metal pin
and a string in between for part of the length of the trench.
Sixteen piles of ivy-covered rock were scattered around the
cemetery; an informant stated that a wall was going to be
built for the cemetery. The property is fenced off with a
barbed wire fence.

A senior citizen stated that he had "been to one or two
funerals" in the Kongo Cemetery. Garrett and Grode report
that:

No stones with legible names are found on this site,

except for a footstone of a double grave inscribed M H.

Six other unmarked graves were found. It was reported

that TANTE ANGELIQUE DAWES was buried in this cemetery

about 1968 at the age of 105. (1976:68)

An informant remarked that the land formerly was used for
planting sweet potatoes and yams. Another informant is of
the opinion that the building of a wall around the Kongo
Cemetery may signal a new pride in being a "Kongo person" -
someone whose ancestors are from the Congo region of West
Africa. He stated that people used to think of Kongo people
as being lower in rank, but now it is becoming high status
with titles for people such as "“prince of the Kongos."
According to an informant, some people from the United States
sent money to Statia to be used for cleaning up the cemetery.

This clean-up was begun and then stopped; the work was

reportedly done by the government and by some families who may
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have had "their old ancestors buried there."

11. Lazareto lLeper Colony

The property that used to be the Lazareto Leper Colony
is located north of the outskirts of Lower Town, opposite the
spot on the shoreline where the modern shipwreck "The Dundalk"
is stuck. A black-sand beach is between the shipwreck and the
leper colony property. The south boundary of the property
appears to be Billy's Gut, a natural depression or gully which
extends to the beach. The nearest neighbor is a modern home
built uphill from the site, to the north. There are ruins of
a former structure to the southeast of the property. The
property's boundaries are dense with trees and bushes.

The property was reportedly bulldozed in 1988 by the
local government. There is a dispute over whether the
government or a private citizen owns the land, so development
plans were halted. An informant reported that the property
contained graves from the days of the leper colony; a leper
colony reportedly operated on this site from the 1860s to the
1920s (Jerry D. Hartley, personal communication, 1989).

The land is overgrown with grass, bushes, and ivy. Only
two marked graves were distinguishable, one of which appears
to have the tracks of the bulldozer scratched onto the
surface. These graves are not marked with gravestones but are
partially outlined with fieldstone (natural, native stone).

The two graves are in the approximate center of the property.
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Near the southwest corner of the site is a trench dug by
prehistoric archaeologists from The Netherlands several years
ago. A very tall palm tree stands to the east of the graves:;
to the east of this tree stands the ruin of a building. The
building is reportedly the former 1living quarters of the
occupants of the leper colony. The building is built of
faced stone and has partially collapsed into Billy's Gut at
its south end. The west side of the building, facing the
beach, contains a series of doorways with a step that runs
along the length of the building. A series of windows are on
the opposite side of the building, facing east. The structure
appears to have eight rooms.
Although the property is not fenced off now, a senior
citizen remembered that the property was walled off and a
guard was posted "so the lepers couldn't come out" when she

was a child.

12. Groebe Family Cemetery

The Groebe Family Cemetery is located at Schotzenhoek
Plantation, northwest of the town of Oranjestad. Garrett and
Grode (1976) report that they observed three gravestones and
one footstone; the three gravestones were dated 1750, 1770,
and 1795. Two inscriptions were in Latin and one was in
English; the footstone was marked with the initials "I G"
only. The surname on the gravestones was Groebe, except for

one who was a Heyliger and the widow of a Groebe.
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In a survey of possible plantation sites on Statia in
1988, Delle reportedly found that the family cemetery at
Schotzenhoek contains at least eleven burials, five of which
are marked (Delle 1989). Delle notes that three or four of
the graves appear to be children's graves and that two grave
markers are displaced to the northeast of the cemetery.

Schotzenhoek Plantation is unoccupied and is in ruins,
a fate that has been repeated throughout the island. In 1829,
there were only 14 plantations left on Statia; after 1835
"people began to demolish the plantation[s] and sugar mills
constructed during the golden period, in order to sell the
red and blue {yellow?] bricks" (Bor 1981:55). A 1742 map of
St. Eustatius by an unknown artist lists 76 plantations and
their owners (Hartog 1976a:162).

The Groebe family is included among the deceased members
of five families - Hill, Brouwer, Lampe, Groebe, and Pundt -
who are interred in a vault in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard
(Cem#4~-Grave#53); the vault was built by James Hill in 1860,
according to a descendent who resides on Statia, Mr. Frans

Siegfried Lampe.

13. Plantation Graveyard at English Quarter

English Quarter is located east of Oranjestad,
approximately one mile from the eastern edge of town. English
Quarter is north of the volcano (the Quill) and not far from

Compagnie Bay on the Atlantic side of the island.
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Garrett and Grode (1976) reportedly found ten marked
graves at this cemetery, five of which were dated with the
years 1735 (twice), 1756, and 1759 (twice). Four of these
five dated stones were apparently footstones and were
inscribed with initials: PDW, ICVB, ISS, and RVB. The one
inscribed gravestone was in Dutch; the deceased's name was
Tanna De Wever. Therefore, "PDW" is probably a De Wever. The
initials VB may stand for a Dutch surname beginning with
"van," since this is common in Dutch nanes.
The authors added a note about their findings:
This plantation graveyard also includes five small stones
bearing square indentations into which metal inscription

plates were apparently fitted. These plates are no
longer in place. (Garrett and Grode 1976:66).

14. Plantation Graveyard at Concordia

The Plantation Graveyard at Concordia is near the site
of the Government Farm, near the center of the island,
southeast of the airport. Concordia is approximately three-
fourths of a mile northwest of the 1limits of the town of
Oranjestad; it is situated closer to the Atlantic and Great
Bay than it is to the Caribbean.

Garrett and Grode (1976) note that there is only one
marked gravestone - that of John R. Landsman who was born on
St. Eustatius in 1825 and died in 1845. The inscription is
in English. The authors also stated that there was another
"small unmarked stone on this site and indications of several
other graves" (Garrett and Grode 1976:67). The surname

"Landsman" did not appear in the present survey.



CHAPTER III

A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

The literature concerning cemeteries and gravestones is
written by individuals from a variety of disciplines such as
anthropology, archaeology, geography, history, art history,
sociology, and architecture. The writings reviewed in this
chapter are relevant to the following topics: social status

and gravestones, and burial customs and beliefs.

Social status and gravestones

Some factors that appear to signal the social status of
the deceased include the presence or absence of a gravestone,
the gravestone location, the height of the monument, the
gravestone materials and their importation, the presence of
fences around burial plots, decorative motifs on gravestones,
and gravestone inscriptions. These factors may serve to call
attention to a particular gravestone and/or signal that the
gravestone was more expensive than the average gravestone.

Lindley argues for a connection between the use of
gravestones in Britain and economic status:

The flood of tombstones which poured into churchyards for

the early years of the seventeenth century and which has

continued unabated to this day is to be accounted for by

the change in the social and economic structure of
society, or to be more precise by the rise of the middle

49
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class. In the Middle Ages there was a strongly marked
division between rich and poor; the former had monuments,
the latter did without...The folk whose names began to
appear outside the church were usually members of a class
which had never previously been able to afford the luxury
of a commemorative monument. As this class became more
wealthier the monuments became more elaborate, and as
they became more prolific, so did the tombstones.
(1965:32-33)

In the 19th century, spacious park-like cemeteries were
established in rural areas of Europe and America to relieve
overcrowding in city burial grounds. These rural cemeteries
were often profit-making ventures. Since the poor could not
afford large family plots, single plots were purchased in
which the surrounding burials would probably be of the poor,
and of strangers to one another. Ames writes that the graves
of the poor

were designated by modest markers, if any. Without a

marker the grave site could easily be lost, for while

cemeteries kept careful records of family plots, they
were often uninterested in single plots. Thus, the poor
were discriminated against in death as in life. For the
very poor there was often neither record nor marker.

(1981:651)

Economic factors seem to be one reason why many graves
remain unmarked in 20th-century America. Boyd (1988), in a
study of a Williamsburg, Virginia cemetery, notes that one
section that contained the burials of mostly black persons had
many unmarked graves. When a predominantly black cemetery in
St. Louis, Missouri switched to a rule several years ago that
all markers must be of granite, the result was an increase in
unmarked graves. Before the new rule, "homemade memorials

such as carved crosses and individually cast concrete" were

allowed; granite monuments are relatively expensive, and now
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between 70 and 80 percent of all graves in the cemetery are
unmarked (McKoy 1985:33).

If the cemetery is thought of as a type of residential
community, then certain sections represent "prime real estate"
while other areas are less desirable. The 19th-century rural
cemetery has been described as having fashionable and
unfashionable neighborhoods; "large lots, impressive vistas,
and notable families were clustered in certain areas. The
poor, on the other hand, were laid in undesirable sections,
off to the side along fences or walls, with unappealing views"
(Ames 1981:651).

One European burial custom is to inter the dead beneath
the floor of churches. This practice dated back to the 8th
century in England and was adopted as one form of burial in
colonial New England (French 1974). Curl explains that church
burial grew more popular in Europe after the 16th century,
possibly due to Dutch influence:

The churches of Delft and Amsterdam, for example, have

floors composed of vault covers. When William of Orange

became King William III, Netherlandish practice became
fashionable in Britain. Churches became filled with

monuments to those lying beneath the floor. (1972:31-32)
Earle writes on the same burial practice in colonial New York,
which was Dutch (New Amsterdam) until it became British in
1664, but which retained many Dutch customs:

Interments were made under the churches; and, by special

payment, a church-attendant could be buried under the

seat in which he was wont to sit during his lifetime.

The cost of interment in the Flatbush church was two

pounds for the body of a child under six years; three

pounds for a person from six to sixteen years of age;
four pounds for an adult; and in addition ‘those who are

inclined to be permitted to be interred in the church are
required to pay the expense of every person.' I don't
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know exactly what this ambiguous sentence can mean, but
it was at any rate an extra charge ‘for the profit of the
schoolmaster, ' who dug the grave and carried the dirt out
of the church, and was paid twenty-seven guilders for
this sexton's work for an adult, and less for a younger
person and hence a smaller grave. Usually the domines
were buried in front of the pulpit where they had stood
so often in 1life. (Earle 1896 reprinted in Jackson
1977:38)
A "domine" is the obsolete form for the word "dominie" which
means a clergyman or the Dutch Reformed Church, or - in
informal usage - any minister (Morris 1970).

The nineteenth century's gravestones literally reached
new heights: imposing markers typically inscribed with a
family name were "both a Victorian innovation and often the
tallest markers in a cemetery;" the "family markers, symbols
of wealth and taste, made to be envied and admired, contribute
much to the ‘social register' aspect of the Victorian
cemeteries" (Ames 1981:653). The high point of verticality
in gravestones is estimated to have occurred in 1880 to 1890.

From the 19th to the 20th century, gravestones became
shorter, simpler, and more restrained in design. Gillespie,
in a study of five cemeteries near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
documents "the decline in ostentatiousness of American
gravestones from the 19th century to the 20th century..."
(1969:34). He defined "ostentatious as "given to show, or
having qualities intended to attract notice" (Gillespie 1969:
36). A variable chosen by Gillespie for gauging ostentation
was the height of the gravestone since a taller gravestone

attracts more attention than a similar but shorter marker.

Family gravestones - "a single gravestone commemorating two
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or more people" - were excluded from the sample since these
stones were often larger because of their function in
commemorating an entire family (Gillespie 1969:36).

In the Roman Catholic cemetery that Gillespie surveyed,
the mean gravestone height for the 1850s was 40 inches while
in the 1960s it was only 12 inches (1969:39). Similar results
were noted 1in the Baptist, Episcopal, and Presbyterian
cemeteries in the sample; however, the Quaker cemetery's
monuments remained relatively constant in height from the
1840s to the 1960s, averaging approximately nine inches
(Gillespie 1969: 42). Gillespie interprets this constancy to
the fact that Quaker gravestones were never ostentatious to
begin with, and takes the results to be evidence of the '"depth
and sincerity of the Quaker testimony of simplicity"
(1969:43). Overall, the decline in ostentation can be seen
as reflecting a change in American values: "More and more in
America during the last century the exhibition of costly goods
has become passe" (Gillespie 1969:43).

The choice of construction materials for gravestones may
indicate the amount of wealth at the buyer's disposal. This
factor is especially relevant when certain materials are not
locally available and therefore must be imported, thereby
raising the costs even further. Crowell and Mackie (1984)
observed regional patterns when comparing gravestones from
Anglo-American settlements in the Middle Atlantic and
Chesapeake-Tidewater areas of the United States. Gravestones

from the early 17th to early 19th centuries in
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Pennsylvania/New Jersey and Virginia/ Maryland were examined.
The authors concluded that distribution of gravestones
depended on whether or not local stone was available. 1In the
areas under study 1local stone was scarce; therefore
"gravestones, when desired, had to be imported...this was not
an unusual practice in the colonial period"” (Crowell and
Mackie 1984:12). For example, South Carolina and Georgia
residents reportedly imported gravestones from New England and
elsewhere.

People from the Middle Atlantic and Chesapeake-Tidewater
regions who ordered markers had to "order them from a source
area and pay the cost of shipment as well as the cost of the
stone" thus limiting their purchase to "a wealthier segment
of the population" (Crowell and Mackie 1984:12). England was
the source of the majority of gravestones imported to
Tidewater Virginia and southern Maryland prior to 1780.
Gravestones in these two areas "marked the graves of the more
prestigious residents of the areas...thousands of graves were
either unmarked of marked with wooden markers which have since
deteriorated" (Crowell and Mackie 1984:13). Mackie (1986)
verified England as the source of colonial Tidewater Virginia
gravemarkers through evidence from wills, the Public Records
Office Accounts of Imports and Exports to Virginia and
Maryland, and the name and origin of the carver which is
sometimes inscribed on the gravestone.

In an investigation of slate gravestones imported from

Boston to colonial Charleston, South Carolina to mark the



55
graves of wealthy planters and merchants, Bergengren notes
that urban gravestone dealers "tended to export their stones
to the elite, even those who loved a great distance away"
(1983:181).

At the other end of the economic spectrum, Jeane (1987)
describes the Upland South folk graveyard, a pre-World War IIX
type of cemetery characterized by a small size, hilltop
location, east-west grave orientation, scraped ground (no
grass), and mounded graves (covered with mounds of soil).
Gravestones were not very common, but gravemarkers of a non-
commercial nature were often found. Wooden markers were often
used; homemade stones were made of concrete at times,
especially in the 1920s and 1930s. Concrete markers were
especially common in black cemeteries, though Jeane notes that
they have also been observed in white burial grounds. Jeane
describes these kinds of markers as folk markers which
"express and art of ‘making do'" (1987:67). Decoration of
these stones was often absent but sometimes was unique - one
concrete marker had the deceased's name spelled with embedded
marbles.

Families of higher incomes in the South were memorialized
by gravestones of material such as polished granite or white
marble; their gravestones were also noted to be larger, with
greater skill of artistic effort evident in their designs.
These larger gravestones were associated with the rural
South's wealthier citizens such as planters, but others such

as doctors, lawyers, of merchants also had them (Jeane 1987).
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Fences or walls serve at 1least three functions in
cemeteries: to delineate the cemetery as a whole, to mark off
smaller sections such as family plots, and to outline and
define a single burial. Mount Auburn in Cambridge,
Massachusetts - founded in 1831 - was this country's first
cemetery influenced by the rural cemetery movement. The rural
cemetery relieved overcrowding in city graveyards and
"provided carefully designed park-like settings for the burial
of the dead" (Ames 1981:642). A new feature of the rural
cemetery was a gatekeeper:
Town and village burial-grounds usually had a low wall
to keep out grazing animals, but there had never been a
fence to keep out human beings. Mount Auburn established
a custom (followed by other cemeteries) of having a fence
to keep put even legitimate visitors when the cemetery
was closed, usually from sunset to sunrise. (Rotundo
1984:259)
The rural cemetery introduced another new idea in
mortuary behavior, advance purchase of burial space:
Campaigns for setting up rural cemeteries urged people
to buy in advance of need, and many people did, even
though such a thing had never been done before. (They
might have worried about where they would be buried, but
graveyards simply had no organization which could have
handled purchase of lots in advance.). (Rotundo 1984:259)
A result of this advance purchase of cemetery plots was
that families began to care for their lots by "surrounding
them with hedges or cast-iron fences, and putting up a central
monument before any death had taken place" (Rotundo 1984:259).
By the 1late 1840s people began complaining that the
"cemeteries were becoming seas of fences - an unaesthetic

development which was detrimental to the cemeteries' higher

cultural purposes"; such fencing was "symbolic of the national
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trait of possessive individualism" (French 1974:51). Others
thought that fences around cemetery plots were "useful for
defining community, whether it be family or other, by
enclosing those within a group, excluding others, and not
inadvertently demonstrating the status wvalue of private
property" (Ames 1981:653). Besides family plots, fences were
utilized to enclose graves of fraternal organizations or
ethnic groups, especially in the 1larger cemeteries (Ames
1981). The problem was lessened when the cast iron railings
were replaced by curbstones in the 1850s; this modification
is viewed as the first step toward the development of the
"lawn cemetery," which became popular after the Civil War.
Most internal fencing in rural cemeteries was removed in the
1880s (French 1974).

Ooutlining the edges of a single burial plot -
approximately 9 feet by 3 feet - with a fence or other
material does not appear to be an indicator of status or an
attempt at drawing attention. Outlining graves has been
described as a characteristic of certain African cultures and
will be discussed in a later section of this chapter.

A gravestone motif may be defined as a pictorial and/or
symbolic representation applied onto the gravestone and/or
forming the shape of the gravestone. The gravestone

inscription may be defined as any lettering or numbering

appearing on the gravestone. An inscription, as defined here,
encompasses both identifying information on the deceased

(name, date of death, etc.) and what is commonly known as an
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epitaph - a verbal addition written in prose or verse.

Motifs and inscriptions have been interpreted as
reflecting the religious ideology and attitudes toward death
which were popular when the gravestone was produced (Deetz and
Dethlefsen 1967; Dethlefsen and Deetz 1966; Mann and Greene
1962; Habenstein and Lamers 1955 reprinted in Jackson 1977).
Early American epitaphs "minced no words, used no sweetened
or softened expressions to veil or sugar the lard natural
facts...they spelled out the reality of death...They called
sinners, sinners; saints, saints" (Habenstein and Lamers 1955
reprinted in Jackson 1977:98). A skull and cross-bones or a
winged skull - also known as a death's head - was often used
to illustrate a grim message such as this New Hampshire
epitaph:

This rose was sweet a while,

But now is odour vile.

(Habenstein and Lamers 1955 reprinted in Jackson 1977:99)

After 1850 or so, "monument prose, verse and art more and
more softened the hard facts, grew 1less didactic, less
blunt...The skull and cross-bones gave way to the winged
cherub and to other symbols of faith and hope" (Habenstein and
Lamers 1955 reprinted in Jackson 1977:100). The following
epitaph from 1865 expresses the newer attitude towards death
and immortality:

‘Tis but the casket that lies here

The gem that fills it sparkles yet.

(Habenstein and Lamers 1955 reprinted in Jackson

1977:100)

Gravestone motifs seem to be associated with the age of

the deceased person; Jeane (1987) explains that on children's
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graves in the Upland South folk graveyard common symbols are
the sleeping lamb, the lamb at rest, and the dove. A less
common motif is a celestial being, such as an angel flying to
heaven with a child in its arms; this type of motif seems to
be associated with children of families of higher income
(Jeane 1987).

Popular gravestones motifs in the South may represent the
area's strong fundamentalist religious beliefs; they include
the dove, the open Bible, the finger pointing to Heaven, the
broken rose, the broken link of chain, and the cross and the
crown (Jeane 1987). Emblems on adult gravestones showing a
profession are not common, while fraternal symbols, such as
the Masonic emblem, are very common; women's monuments in the
South frequently show the emblem of the Order of the Eastern
Star (Jeane 1987).

Bergengren (1983) contrasts the type of stone portraits
carved onto early American gravestones of the elite versus the
less wealthy. The portraits of the elite - such as a group
of wealthy planters and merchants in Charleston, South
Carolina - tend to resemble academic paintings done in Europe
with their realistic, 1lively, and detailed portraits.
Bergengren interprets these motifs as "ornate and fleshy
reminders of, or monuments to, accomplishments in this world"
(1983:172). The opposite style is rural, and is represented
by non-personalized spirit masks (a face) which resemble the
work of itinerant professional folk painters; these stone

portraits are "non-personalized, flat, symmetrical, and
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abstract" in style (Bergengren 1983:172). The rural style of
motif may indicate that individual identification was less
important than the local identity of a cooperative community
of neighbors; the folk portraits may portray permanent
spiritual notions instead of transitory personality factors
(Bergengren 1983).

One of the factors used by Gillespie (1969) to discern
the amount of ostentation represented on gravestones in five
Pennsylvania cemeteries was the number of lines of type on the
inscription; the rationale was that "a longer message is
intended to attract more notice than a shorter one"
(1969:36). The mean number of lines of type dgenerally
decreased from the 1840s to the 1960s in a Baptist cemetery,
an Episcopal cemetery, a Catholic cemetery, a Presbyterian
cemetery, and a Quaker cemetery, after peaking in 1850 to
1880. Gillespie describes three major periods in the content
of epitaphs, reflecting changes in American values regarding
death: "(1) Precautionary warnings in the 18th Century; (2)
Sanguine reassurances in the 19th Century; (3) Absence of
message in the 20th Century" (1969:43).

Earle contrasts inscriptions of the Dutch versus the
English of colonial New York: the Dutch gravestones contained

dignified and simple inscriptions...in marked contrast

to the stilted affectations, the verbose enumerations,
the pompous eulogies, which make many English ‘graveyard
lines' a source of ridicule and a gratification of
curiousity[sic]. Indeed, the Dutch inscriptions can
scarcely be called epitaphs; the name, date of birth and
death, are simply prefaced with the ever-recurring Hier
rust het lighaam, Here rests the body: Hier leydt het
stoffelyk deel, Here lie the earthly remains; or simpler

still, Hier leyt begraven, Here lies buried. Sometimes
is found the touching Gedachtenis, In remembrance. More
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impressive still, from its calm repetition on stone after
stone, of an undying faith in a future life, are the
ever-present words, In den Heere Ontslapen, Sleeping in
the Lord. (Earle 1896 reprinted in Jackson 1977:40-41)
At times a woman's maiden name appears in a gravestone

inscription. Warner comments that putting a woman's lineage
(maiden name) on a gravestone may "appear in any class, but
it is more frequent with the upper class, where the patronym
of the mother is of special significance to the social
position of the family" (1959:288). An assumption of upper
status should be made with caution since ethnic factors also
come into play. Stone (1989) notes that Dutch women
represented by gravestones on Long Island, New York from 1680
to 1800 were usually denoted by their maiden name in addition
to their husband's name; English women never were memorialized
in this fashion in Stone's sample. English women of status
were listed, for example, as Mary, wife of Samuel Jones and
daughter of Captain John and Alice Parker; only a very small

percentage of English women's lineage was represented in this

manner in the sample (Stone 1989).

Burial customs and beliefs

In discussing gravestones it is useful to consider other
aspects of mortuary behavior such as burial and grave
decoration. Ethnographic data have indicated that "the
patterning of mortuary remains reflects separation of an
individual from the community and reinforces the intactness
of the community despite 1loss of a member" (Trinkhaus

1984:674). Archaeological remains have "established further
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that the material remains of burial are patterned...and that
they can provide information about the structure of the
societies whose members they contain" (Trinkhaus 1984:674).

This section will discuss the following topics: West
African burial customs and beliefs, grave decorations, and the
interment of slaves. The literature on gravestones and status
generally reflects European cultural traditions. Many of the
past and present residents of Statia have connections to
African cultural traditions; slavery was a part of Statia's
history until the abolition of slavery in 1863.

Goody (1962) attended approximately 25 burial services
while engaging in fieldwork in West Africa in the early 1950s.
Goody studied the cultural groups the Lo Wiili and the Lo
Dagaba in Ghana (then Gold Coast), the Upper Volta, and the
Ivory Coast; collectively he terms the cultural groups the Lo
Dagaa. The Lo Dagaa had three main ways of disposing of the
dead:

The normal form is inhumation in a bell-shaped chamber,

either in the local cemetery or else in the courtyard of

the compound itself; the second is the building of a

mound above the corpse; and the third consists in burial

in a trench grave. (Goody 1962:142)

In ordinary burials among the Lo Dagaa a new grave is
usually dug in the 1local cemetery for each group of full
brothers, with approximately one cemetery per patrilineage,
the members of which tend to live close together. Burial is
by locality, not descent: "husbands and wives and members of

other lineages living in the same house are all buried in the

neighborhood cemetery...Interment in a cemetery is known as
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burial in the bush" (Goody 1962:142).

Prior to burial, the "grave-diggers wrap the body in a
mat and carry it to the grave, which has been temporarily
covered with a pot" (Goody 1962:144). The corpse of a man is
laid on his right side, facing east, reportedly so that the
rising sun will warm him to prepare for the hunt of for the
farm. A woman is laid on her left side, facing west, so that
"the setting sun will warn her when to prepare the meal for
her husband's homecoming" (Goody 1962:144).

The tomb is covered with either a pot or a stone. A
grave covered with a pot is never reopened; a grave is covered
in this way when the last child of one mother has died. A
grave covered with a stone can be reopened "if another sibling
or a sibling's wife is to be buried in the same tomb" (Goody
1962:146). However, the grave is never reopened in the case
of certain "bad deaths" such as death from leprosy, snake
bite, or pox, because of the supposed danger of infection.

The grave-diggers cover the grave, including the pot or
stone, with mud made from the earth which had been dug from
the grave chamber. Finally, some dry earth is dug up and
spread over the whole mound. Sometimes the handle of the hoe
that the grave-diggers used is stuck on top of the mound.

It takes a lot of effort to dig one of these underground
chambers, and being buried in one is a privilege; this
privilege is denied to "those members of the community who are
considered dangerous and who therefore have to be disposed of

either as quickly as possible or else outside the boundaries
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of the parish altogether" (Goody 1962:148).
If an epidemic results in a large number of deaths in a
short time, a common trench grave is dug for all of the dead.
In other circumstances the

principle underlying the special mode of disposing of the
dead appears to be the avoidance of burial within the
earth itself. For the Earth is not only the custodian
of corpses; she is also the guardian of the living. 1In
this second capacity she 1is associated with the main
activities of human life - farming, childbearing, house
building, ...the making of pots...Among the Lo Dagaa, the
interment of an evil-doer below the surface of the earth
might adversely affect any of these important activities,
especially the fertility of crops and of women. (Goody
1962:148-149)

Building the grave above ground minimizes contact with the
earth:
The corpses of young children, those who have not yet
been weaned and can neither walk nor talk properly, are
buried under a pile of earth at the side of a crossroads
on the path leading to the mother's home. The pile is
covered with thorns to keep the dogs from scratching up
the corpse, and also it is said to keep the ‘spirit' of
the child from escaping. On top is placed the wicker
cradle in which the child slept, and through it a stake
is driven" (Goody 1962:149)
The stake is driven through the corpse of a child to destroy
it and to fasten it to one place; children who die young are
said to have done so deliberately and they might be born and
die again to harass the parents. After an unweaned (usually
under three years of age) child's death, the child's eating
gourds and the pot that has been used for heating the
‘medicine' in which the child is bathed are broken (Goody
1962).

Trench graves are dug in the riverbank or in the dry

streambed. When rains cause the river to flow with more
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force, the corpse will be washed away from the parish. Trench
graves may contain those who have sinned against the Earth
shrine by such acts as committing suicide, practicing
witchcraft, being sold into slavery, or killing a member of
the parish (Goody 1962).

Fenn discusses current-day black cemeteries in the
Southern United States as reflections of traditions with
"roots in the ancient Kongo civilization of central Africa"
(1985:42). Kongo-influenced cultures can be found in the
following African nations: Gabon, Congo, Zaire, and Angola,
all of which have land along the West African coast. These
nations were the site of origin of many of the West Africans
shipped to North America during the years of the slave trade
(Fenn 1985).

The Bakongo people are West Africans who, like many other
West African peoples, "believe in the continuing influence of
the dead in this world" (Fenn 1985:43). To the Bakongo, the
world is divided into the world of the living and the world
of the dead. The land of the dead is beneath the world of the
living:

The land of the dead is a world upside down, a world that

is in some ways a mirror image of this world...The two

worlds are connected by water, and the Bakongo believe
that gleaming ancestral spirits can be seen in the flash
of the sun's rays off of oceans, lakes, and streams.

(Fenn 1985:43)

The Bakongo believe that graves provide a way to
communicate with the dead; the Bakongo "often cover graves

with an array of objects intended to admonish, appease, and

instruct ancestral spirits" (Fenn 1985:43). The most
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commonly-placed items are the "personal effects of the
deceased - things that might continue to be of use in the
spirit world" (Fenn 1985:43). Placing these objects on a
grave is said to insure "that the spirit would not return to
this world in search of favorite or much needed items" (Fenn
1985:43).

Fenn (1985) notes that it is a Kongo custom to outline
graves and royal compounds, creating a protective enclosure.
McKoy (1985) explains that enclosures around Kongo graves
"shield the dead from outside forces and protect the living
from the dead's power emanations;" the "enclosures are made
of shell, stone or bottles" (1985:31). Outlining a grave in
this manner is seen in Anglo-American cemeteries also (McKoy
1985) .

Inverting the objects placed on a grave is supposedly in
recognition of the spirit world which is upside-down, or a
mirror image of our world. Grave decorations are frequently
broken, or symbolically Xkilled, so that their spirits may
follow their former owner to the spirit world (Fenn 1985).

Decorating the graves of American blacks with various
objects has apparently been going on since the days of
slavery. Torian (1943) recounts her mother's recollections
of growing up on a plantation in Georgia in pre-Civil War
days; a depiction of the death and burial of slaves is given:

The sound of dreary wailing from the cabins when someone

died comes back to my ears; and I can still see these

mournful processions, led by dim lanterns through the
moss-~covered trees, at midnight, when they went to the

Negro cemetery on the hill beyond the pines.

The slaves were not allowed to leave the fields in
the daytime, so night weddings and night funerals were
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the custom. Negro graves were always decorated with the
last article used by the departed, and broken pitchers
and broken bits of colored glass were considered even
more appropriate than the white shells from the beach
nearby. Sometimes they carved rude wooden figures like
images of idols, and sometimes a patchwork quilt was laid
upon the grave. (Torian 1943:352)

Many reports on decoration of the graves of blacks in
America have been written over the past one hundred years,
including: Bolton (1891), Ingersoll (1892), Peterkin (1933),
Georgia Writers Project (1940), Vlach (1978), Fenn (1985), Mc
Koy (1985), and Jones-Jackson (1987).

Bolton notes that a cemetery "for the poorer negroes" on
the edge of Columbia, South Carolina contained many graves
which were

decorated with a variety of objects, sometimes arranged

with careful symmetry, but more often placed around the

margins without regard to order. These objects include
oyster-shells, white pebbles, fragments of crockery of
every description, glass bottles, and nondescript bric-
a-brac...all more or less broken and useless. (Bolton
1891 reprinted in Bronner 1987:165)
Bolton reportedly got "no satisfactory explanation" for this
behavior when he questioned local residents, but he notes that
an answer was found in the April 1891 issue of the magazine
Century: an article by E.J. Glave entitled "fetishism in Congo
Land." Glave's article contained "an engraving of the grave
of a Congo chieftain that would do very well for the picture
of one in Potter's Field, Columbia, South Carolina" (Bolton
1891 reprinted in Bronner 1987:166). Bolton quotes Glave as
noticing that Congo graves were decorated with crockery, empty

bottles, old cooking pots, and other objects that had been

cracked or perforated with holes.
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The grave of an elderly black woman on a Southern
plantation was noted to be decorated with the

things she prized on earth...a clock that had not ticked

for many years, the cup and saucer she used, a glass lamp

filled with kerosene, and a china vase holding fresh
blossoms from those dgrowing around her doorstep.

(Peterkin and Ulmann 1933)

Grave decorations are also found in the Caribbean; Fenn
(1985) reports that on the island of St. Thomas there are
black graves decorated with car batteries and mufflers.
According to McKoy, some 20th-century African graves contain
"decorative objects symbolizing transportation, such as models
or pieces of automobiles...These mark out ways of traveling
to heaven" (1985:32).

The color white seems to be associated with grave
decorations of African and African-American blacks. In the
Kongo-influenced country of Zaire some people believe that
deceased ancestors become white creatures who live under river
beds or lake bottoms in villages of the dead (Vlach 1978).
Stone figures placed on graves in Zaire to guard the grave are
carved from a white rock - chlorite schist (Vlach 1978). The
grave goods in Afro-American cemeteries, such as ceranics,
shells, and light bulbs, are also usually white (Vlach 1978).

Many of the grave decorations are associated with water:

Most of the pottery and glass objects are pitchers,

tumblers, cups, or bottles; all can hold water...Sea

shells have obvious water associations. When placed on
top of the grave they create an image of a river
bottom...the realm of the dead...Mirrors also may be
considered as water symbols. Their smooth, reflective
surfaces have some of the characteristics of a river or

lake. (Vlach 1978:143)

A common arrangement for shells on African-American graves is
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to set a few large conch shells near the headstone; other
patterns include putting conch shells in a line from the head
to the foot of the grave, or outlining or covering the grave
mound with small oyster and clam shells (Vlach 1978).

Whitewashing of gravemarkers has been going on in the
Caribbean at least since the early 19th century: Thompson
quotes an 1828 work on slavery by Alexander Barclay as
mentioning the following concerning the Caribbean:

...the white washing of tombs is repeated carefully every

Christmas morning and formerly it was customary on these

occasions to kill a white cock and sprinkle his blood

over the graves of the family. (Barclay 1828 cited in

Thompson 1983:134-135)

Whitewashing the above-ground tombs of the cemeteries of
New Orleans, Louisiana is part of the preparations made for
All Saints' Day - November 1lst (Evans 1959). Lynn mentions
the "old custom of whitewashing large conch shells and placing
them on or near the tombs" in New Orleans; a sea-shell motif
is also commonly found in the iron work of the ornamental
fences around tombs (1949:104). New Orleans has been
influenced by several cultures including French, African, and
Hispanic.

The painting of gravestones is a trait noted by Jordan
(1982) in his study of folk cemeteries in Texas. Hispanic
graveyards exhibited painted gravemarkers:

Whether wooden or cement, the marker acquires a coat of

one or another favored hue, such as white, pink, light

green, sky blue, or red-orange. (Jordan 1982:79)

Jordan (1982) also provides information that Hispanic Texans

use shells as grave decoration and that shells appear in
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churchyard shrines and chapels in Texas, Mexico, and Spain,
as well as in shrines erected in front yards.

Another feature of Hispanic gravestones was the use of
colorful tiles:

On the graves of the poor, broken and whole ceramic tiles

-red, blue, yellow, white, and green - are pressed into

the cement crosses, forming brilliant patterns...Abstract

designs and checkerboards...(Jordan 1982:80)

Thompson sees a relationship between white sea shells and
white ceramic tiles:

.. .the Kongo-inspired tradition, in further creolization,

wherein a cover of gleaming white shells from the sea is

replaced by walls of gleaming white bathroom tile -
correlated with purity and water - may explain, at least
in part, the phenomenon that both modern Kongo and

Haitian...cemeteries boast structures built in this

striking medium. (1983:135 and 138)

According to Fenn (1985), ceramic tiles also cover
gravemarkers 1in some Afro-American cemeteries of North
Carolina.

The vault-type gravestone of a showman (a fairground
owner or worker) in England was decorated with "bath tiles";
this was noted by Pearson (1982) during his study of mortuary
ritual in 19th and 20th-century Cambridge, England. While
showmen and gypsies are considered lower-class, both groups
are noted for spending a great deal of money on funerals and
gravestones of granite and marble (Pearson 1982).

The burial of slaves in America and the Caribbean has
been documented. The description of a Southern plantation
slave's burial by Torian (1943) was included in the section

on grave decoration; Ingraham provides this account of the

burial of slaves on a Natchez, Mississippi plantation:
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When a negro dies, his remains are placed in a coffin and
decently interred. Labour is often entirely suspended
on the plantation, and the slaves are assembled in their
Sunday clothes to attend the funeral. Divine service is
sometimes performed in the 1little chapel on the
plantation, at which not only the slaves but the members
of the white family are present. (1835:125)
A British official who lived in the British West 1Indies
(mainly in Barbados) from 1845 to 1848 commented that "Before
emancipation the slaves were not buried in consecrated ground:
it 1is hardly known now where they were buried" (Davy
1854:519).
Another Englishman living in Barbados in the late 18th
century described the burial of a black washerwoman:
The body was committed to the grave, immediately, on
reaching it, without either prayer or ceremony; and the
coffin, directly, covered with earth. In doing this,
much decent attention was observed. The mould was not
shovelled in roughly with the spade, almost disturbing
the dead, with the rattling of stones and bones upon the
coffin, but was first put into a basket, and then
carefully emptied into the grave; an observance which
might be adopted in England very much to the comfort of
the deceased. (Pinckard 1806:272)
During the filling of the grave "loud and lively" songs were
sung. When the "whole of the earth was replaced" several of
the women "took up a handful of the mould, and threw it down
again upon the grave...as the finishing of the ceremony,
crying aloud ‘God bless you, Jenny! good-by! remember me to
all friends t'other side of the sea, Jenny!'" (Pinckard
1806:273-274). Pinckard wondered why these utterances were
accompanied by such "mirth and laughter" and questioned the
grave-digger; he was informed that the slaves believed that

death resulted in freedom and the return of the deceased to

their place of birth, Africa (Pinckard 1806:273-274).
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A painting by John Antrobus of the burial of a slave in
Louisiana in the 1850s depicts black mourners praying over a
simple wooden coffin as the plantation owners watch from a
distance; the scene takes place in a grove of trees (Huber
1975:107-109) .

The descendants of slaves who live on the coastal islands
of South Carolina and Georgia "have traditionally buried their
dead in densely wooded areas. These areas are considered
sacred and are thought to harbor the spirits of the deceased"
(Jones-Jackson 1987:27). Handler and Lange, in an integration
of archaeological and historical data from Barbados, state
that "Slave burial grounds were often located in close
proximity to the villages and people were alsoc buried under
houses" (1979:52). A distinction may be drawn between
baptized and non-baptized slaves in Barbados, a land where
slavery was abolished in 1834:

Other beliefs and practices were influenced by Europeans,

for example, the value some slaves attached to burial in

Christian churchyards and the desire for baptism to

achieve such burials. Throughout the period of slavery,

however, the vast majority of slaves were not Christian
and were buried in plantation grave grounds...Other
features of European origin entered the mortuary complex
especially in the later years of the slave period and
particularly, but not uniquely, with baptized slaves.

European influences include palls, coffins, horse-drawn

hearses, gravestones and certain characteristics of the

funeral procession. These ranged from the mourners
walking in pairs to the burial ground, the types and
color of their attire, to the Christian rituals

accompanying the burials of baptized slaves. (Handler and
Lange 1979:52)



CHAPTER IV

DATA ANALYSIS

In the following pages the variables chosen for analysis
of the gravestones of St. Eustatius will be defined and
discussed. The tabulated results will be listed and compared
by cemetery; additionally, several variables will be compared
for the total sample of five cemeteries broken down into
intervals of time. A listing of all of the cemetery survey
data as well as an explanation of codes utilized are provided
in Appendix B.

As previously stated, each cemetery was assigned a number
(C#): the cemeteries in this sample are:

C#3 - Methodist Churchyard

C#4 - Dutch Reformed Churchyard

C#5 - Catholic Cemetery

C#7 - Anglican Churchyard

C#11 - Lazareto Leper Colony
Each marked grave was assigned a number (GR#) which was
recorded on the cemetery map. One hundred percent of a

cemetery's marked graves were included in the database. A

marked grave is a burial space that displays something made

or modified by humans, or an example of material culture.

A gravestone is defined here as something which marks the

location of burial and which has a surface wupon which an

73
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inscription may be carved or applied. A footstone is a grave
marker which is placed near the foot of a grave, opposite the
head of a grave. In this study, footstones were coded
separately from gravestones. However, not all marked graves
are marked with a gravestone or footstone; the distinction
will be discussed in the section on types.

Table 2 lists basic data for each cemetery in the survey.
It is apparent from Table 2 that over 90% of the graves in the
cemetery sample are marked with gravestones and/or footstones,
while footstones account for less than 3% of the sample of
marked graves, in combination with gravestones or alone. The

total sample contains 294 marked graves, 268 of which - the

adjusted sample - are marked with a gravestone and/or a

footstone. (In this discussion, percentages will be rounded
off to the nearest whole number.) Since the fourteen known
cemeteries on St. Eustatius contain approximately 680 marked
graves, the total sample of 294 marked graves in this study
represents 43% of the known marked graves on the island.

The form of a gravestone or footstone is determined from
its basic shape and component parts. The gravestone/footstone
forms found in the cemeteries under study are:

vault - a vault covers the entire grave, or an area
larger than a single grave; a vault extends upward from
ground 1level (the top surface of the ground) and
typically contains a hollow chamber below ground level
in which the remains are placed. The chamber may also
be at ground 1level or above ground 1level. (The
construction of wvaults will be discussed in the next
chapter.)

tablet - a tablet stands wupright and is roughly

rectangular in shape; a tablet typically is placed at the
head of a grave, but it also can occur at the foot of the



TABLE 2
BASIC CEMETERY DATA

Portion C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11

of Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Sample Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cams.
Total sample:

Marked i0 109 105 68 2 294
graves¥* (3.40) (37.07) (35.71) (23.13) (0.68) (100)
Adjusted

Sample:

Graves marked

with a grave-

stone and/or 8 106 101 53 0 268
a footstone** (80.0) (97.25) (96.19) (77.94) (0) (91.16)
Rest of

sample:

Graves marked

without a

gravestone or

a footstone 2 3 4 15 2 26
[Type 0]*=* (20.0) (2.75) (3.81) (22.06) (100) (8.84)
Gravestones,

with and

without 8 106 99 52 0 265
footstones** {(80.0) (97.25) (94.29) (76.47) (0) (©0.14)
Footstones,

with and

without 0 1 4 2 0] 7
gravestones** (0) (0.92) (3.81) (2.94) (0) (2.38)
Footstones

without 0 0 2 1 0 3
gravestones** (0) (0) (1.9) (1.47) (0.0) (1.02)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of total marked graves
in sample

*% Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
graves

marked
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grave as a footstone.

combination tablet/vault - this form combines the above
two; the tablet is constructed from a separate piece of
material that is different from the construction
material (s) of the attached vault.

combination slant marker/vault - this form is similar to
the combination tablet/vault, but in this case a slant
marker is attached to a vault of different construction
material(s). A slant marker is roughly vertical on its
back surface and slants at close to a 45-degree angle on
its front side or "face."

obelisk - an obelisk is a gravestone which extends
vertically, usually from a square base or pedestal.
Typically, an obelisk will taper off at the top, forming
a point.

Cross - a cross is an upright post with a transverse
piece near the top; this form was designated when the
cross was the only gravemarker; crosses attached to
gravestones were so noted under the variable "motif.™"

ledger - a ledger is a flat slab that covers an entire
grave and lies flush with ground level.

rock - this designates the use of a single rock or stone
to mark the head or foot of a grave.

cinderblock - a cinderblock is a concrete block with a
rough surface; a single cinderblock can mark a grave.

The following forms are composed of the named components:

combination poured concrete/rock

combination brick/poured concrete/rock

combination cinderblock/poured concrete

mortared rock - mortar is a man-made mixture of cement
or lime with sand and water which is used in building to
secure materials to one another.

fragment of a concrete gravestone - this form designates
what appears to be only a portion of a broken gravestone

with the rest of the gravestone missing.
Table 3 catalogs the gravestone forms found in each cemetery
(footstones will be listed separately in a later table).

Lazareto Leper Colony has no gravestones, so all values



TABLE 3
GRAVESTONE FORMS BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Form Chyd. Ref. Cemn. Chyd. Leper Cams.
Vault* 7 95 79 37 0] 218
(87.50) (89.62) (79.8) (71.15) (0) (82.26)
Tablet 0 1 1 2 0 4
(0) (0.94) (1.01) (3.85) (0) (1.51)
Combination 0 0 0 2 0 2
tablet/vault (0) (0) (0) (3.85) (0) (0.76)
Combination
slant 1 0 0 0 0] 1
marker/vault (12.50) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0.38)
Obelisk 0 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.92) (0)
(0.38)
Cross 0 0 6 0 0] 6
(0) (0) (6.06) (0) (0) (2.26)
Ledger 0 2 0] 0 0 2
(0) (1.89) (0) (0) (0) (0.76)
Rock 0 8 5 9 0 22
(0) (7.55) (5.05) (17.30) (0O) (8.30)
Cinderblock 0 0 1 0 0] 1
() (0) (1.01) (0) (0) (0.38)
Combination
poured 0 0 2 0 0 2
concrete/rock (0) (0) (2.02) (0) (0) (0.76)
Combination
brick/poured 0 0 1 0 0 1
concrete/rock (0) (0) (1.01) (0) (0) (0.38)
Combination
cinderblock/- 0 0 1 0 0 1
poured concrete (0) (0) (1.01) (0) (0) (0.38)

[continued]



TABLE 3, continued
C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11

Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Form Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cens.
Mortared 0 0] 0 1 0 1
rocks (0) (0) (0) (1.92) (0) (0.38)
Fragment of
a concrete 0 0 3 0 0 3
gravestone (0) (0) (3.03) (0) (0) (1.13)
TOTALS 8 106 99 52 o 265

(100) (100) (100) (100) (0) (100)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
gravestones
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are zero. For the other four cemeteries, the dominant
gravestone form is the vault, comprising at least 70% of each
cemetery's gravestones, and over 80% of the total sample's
gravestones. The second most common form of gravestone is a
single rock or stone; 17% of the Anglican Churchyard's
gravestones are of this form, compared to 8% of the Dutch
Reformed and 5% of the Catholic Cemetery's gravestones. A
cross as a gravemarker is noted only in the Catholic Cemetery,
where it comprises 6% of that cemetery's gravestones. The
only other value over 5% 1is 13% for combination slant
marker/vault in the Methodist Churchyard; however, the small
sample size in this cemetery gives each gravestone a value
of 13% so results should be interpreted with caution. The
tablet form, which is the common form of gravestone in
colonial New England, is rare in the sample; an informal
inspection of the 0l1d Church Cemetery (C#l) revealed that it
contains more tablets than any of the cemeteries in this
survey.

A gravestone (or footstone) type was assigned based on
whether or not a gravestone was present, plus the form and
shape of the gravestone. Seven types were noted, numbered 0
to 6:

Type 0 - No dgravestone. This type encompasses grave

markers which are not gravestones or footstones, such as

a grave covered with a pile of rocks or a grave outlined
along its borders with rocks or stones.

Type 1 - A vault with multiple tiers which become less
wide from ground level upwards. Tiers make up the
portion of the vault which covers the grave horizontally.
Starting at the long sides of the tier which touches
ground level, each change in shape which results in a
change of the width designates the beginning of a new
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tier. Multiple means more than one tier. (Vaults
often have an upright, vertical wall at one end -
usually the west end. This upright wall was not
considered when designating types or subtypes.)

Type 2 - A vault with multiple tiers which do not all
become 1less wide from ground level upwards. At some
point, one or more tiers are wider than the bottom tier
is at ground level.

Type 3 - A vault with a single tier.

Type 4 - An upright tablet.
Type 5 - A single rock or stone with no other gravestone.

Type 6 - Other. This type will be explained in the next
section on subtypes.

Table 4 1lists gravestone types as distributed by
cemetery. Gravestone Type 0 (no gravestone) constitutes the
entire sample from the Leper Colony (n=2), and approximately
20% of the sample from the Methodist Churchyard and the
Anglican Churchyard. This type accounts for less than 5% of
the sample from the Dutch Reformed Churchyard and Catholic
Cemetery.

Gravestone type 1 (vault; multiple tiers; become less
wide) accounts for almost two-thirds of the sample from the
Dutch Reformed Churchyard, almost one-half of the Catholic
Cemetery, and almost one-third of the Anglican Churchyard.

Type 2 (vault; multiple tiers; do not become less wide)
comprises 50% of the Methodist Churchyard and 20% of the
Catholic Cemetery.

Gravestone type 3 (vault; single tier) accounts for less
than 20% of each cemetery; 18% of the Anglican Churchyard's
sample is made of type 3s.

Type 4 (tablet) is rare (less than 3%) 1in all of the



TABLE 4
GRAVESTONE TYPES BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Type Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cans.
o* 2 3 4 15 2 26
(20.0) (2.75) (3.88) (22.39)(100) (8.94)
1 1 70 47 20 0o 138
(10.0) (64.22) (45.63) (29.85) (0) (47.42)
2 5 14 21 5 0 45
(50.0) (12.84) (20.39) (7.46) (0) (15.46)
3 1 11 11 12 0 35
(10.0) (10.09) (10.68) (17.91) (0) (12.03)
4 0 1 1 2 0 4
(0) (0.92) (0.97) (2.99) (0) (1.38)
5 (0] 8 5 ° 0 22
(0) (7-34) (4.85) (13.43) (0) (7.56)
6 1 2 14 4 0o 21
(10.0) (1.84) (13.59) (5.97) (0) (7.22)
All types 10 109 103 67 2 291
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

*  Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
marked graves
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cemeteries. Type 5 (single rock or stone) accounts for less
than 15% of each cemetery; the Anglican Churchyard's sample
is 13% type 5s. Type 6 (other) is also rare, comprising close
to 14% of the cCatholic Cemetery, and less than 14% of the
other graveyards.

The major gravestone type per cemetery is:

Methodist Churchyard - type 2 (50% of cemetery)

Dutch Reformed Churchyard - type 1 (64%)

Catholic Cemetery - type 1 (46%)

Anglican Churchyard - type 1 (30%)

Lazareto Leper Colony - type 0 (100%)

Clearly, vaults - especially type 1 vaults (tiers become less
wide) - predominate in the sample; type 1 vaults comprise
close to one-half of the sample of marked graves.

The gravestone types were further subdivided into
subtypes based wupon the gravestone fornm, shape, and
composition (see Figures 5 to 18 for illustrations). In the
following subtype descriptions, the number corresponds to the
type, i.e. subtype 1A is a subtype of type 1:

Subtype OA - The grave is outlined (or partially

outlined) with rocks, stones,etc. and the grave is

covered (or partially covered) with a pile of rocks,
stones, etc.

Subtype 0B - The grave is outlined (or partially
outlines) with rocks, stones, etc. and is not covered
with a pile of rocks, stones, etc.

Subtype 0C - The grave is covered (or partially covered)
with a single layer of rocks, stones, cinderblocks, etc.

Subtype 0D - The grave is covered (or partially covered)
with a pile of rocks, stones, etc. and is not outlined
with rocks, stones, etc.

Subtype OE - A foundation (or partial foundation) of a
gravestone is all that remains; the foundation is only
an inch or so in height.

Subtype OF - The grave is outlined (or partially
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outlined) by a fence or by metal rods.

Subtype 0G - The grave is marked with artificial and cut
flowers.

Subtype 1A - A type 1 vault with a curved top tier and
no upright wall along its upper edges.

Subtype 1B - A type 1 vault with an upright wall along
its upper edges.

Subtype 1C - A type 1 vault with a rectangqular top
tier and no upright wall along its upper edges.

Subtype 1D - A type 1 vault with a top tier that is
slanted inward and comes to a point at the top.

Subtype 1E - A type 1 vault with a top tier that is
slanted inward with a flat top.

Subtype 1F - A type 1 vault with a top tier that is
curved inward with a flat top.

Subtype 2A - A type 2 vault with a top tier that is
rectangqular.

Subtype 2B - A type 2 vault with a top tier that slants
outward with a flat top.

Subtype 2C - A type 2 vault with a top tier that slants
inward and comes to a point.

Subtype 2D - Other type 2 vaults, i.e. top tier oval; top
tier rectangular with curved corners.

Subtype 2E - A type 2 vault with a top tier that is
curved inward with a flat top.

Subtype 2F - A type 2 vault with a top tier that is
curved inward and comes to a point.

Subtype 3A - A type 3 vault with a rectangqular tier.

Subtype 3B - A type 3 vault with a curved tier.

Subtype 3C - A type 3 vault with an upright wall along
its upper edges.

Subtype 3D - Other - a type 3 vault of another shape,
i.e. one end having 3 curves.

Subtype 3E - Unknown shape - a vault in which the shape
can not be determined since the gravestone is crumbled
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and/or missing portions.

Subtype 4A - A tablet with a single curved top.

Subtype 4B - A tablet with a top that has curved upper
corners and one large_ central curve.

Subtype 4C - A tablet with sharp upper corners, and a
slanted top that comes to a point.
Subtype 4D - A tablet with curved upper corners and a

flat top.

Subtype 5A - A single rock or stone with no inscription
or designs.

Subtype 5B - A single rock or stone with an inscription
and/or designs.

Subtype 5C - A single rock or stone with no inscription
or designs, plus the grave is covered (or partially

covered) with a pile of rocks, stones, etc.

Subtype 6A - Combination tablet and vault, each made of
different materials.

Subtype 6B - Obelisk - a marker which extends vertically
from a square base and tapers off at the top.

Subtype 6C - Combination slant marker and vault, each
made of different materials.

Subtype 6D - Cross - an upright post with a transverse
piece near the top.

Subtype 6E - Unknown - i.e. a fragment of a gravestone.

Subtype 6F - Other - i.e. a single cinderblock.

Subtype 6G - Ledger - a flat slab that covers an entire
grave and lies close to ground level.

Gravestone subtypes as found in each cemetery is the
subject of Table 5. The most common subtype for each cemetery
is as follows:

Methodist Churchyard - Subtype 2A (30%)
Dutch Reformed Churchyard - Subtype 1A (28%)
Catholic Cemetery - Subtype 1C (24%)
Anglican Churchyard - Subtype 1C (13%)
Lazareto Leper Colony - Subtype OB (100%)



TABLE 5
GRAVESTONE SUBTYPES BY CEMETERY

[continued]

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Subtype Chyd. Ref. Cen. Chyd. Leper Cans.
- OA* 0] 0 0] 6 0 6
(0) (0) (0) (8.96) (0) (2.06)
0B 1 2 0 1 2 6
(10.0) (1.84) (0) (1.49) (100) (2.06)
ocC 0 1 1 1 0 3
(0) (0.92) (0.97) (1.49) (0) (1.03)
0D 0] 0 1 5 0 6
(0) (0) (0.97) (7.46) (0) (2.06)
OE 0 0 0 2 0 2
(0) (0) (0) (2.99) (0) (0.69)
OF 1 0 1 ¢ 0 2
(10.0) (0) (0.97) (0) (0) (0.69)
0G 0] 0 1 0] 0 1
(0) (0) (0.97) (0) (0) (0.34)
1A 0 30 12 7 0 49
(0) (27.52) (11.65) (10.45) (0) (16.84)
1B 1 4 5 3 0 13
(10.0) (3.67) (4.85) (4.48) (0) (4.47)
1C 0] 23 25 9 0 57
(0) (21.10) (24.27) (13.43) (0) (19.59)
1D o] 12 4 1 0] 17
(0) (11.01) (3.88) (1.49) (0) (5.84)
1E 0 1 0] 0 0 1
(0) (0.92) (0) (0) (0) (0.34)
1F 0 0] 1 0] 0 1
(0) (0) (0.97) (0) (0) (0.34)
2A 3 7 12 4 0 26
(30.0) (6.42) (11.65) (5.97) (0) (8.94)
2B 0 1 0] 0 0 1
(0) (0.92) (0) (0) (0) (0.34)



TABLE 5, continued

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Subtype Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cans.
2C 0 6 4 0 0 10
(0) (5.51) (3.88) (0) (0) (3.44)
2D 2 0 2 1 0] 5
(20.0) (0) (1.94) (1.49) (0) (1.72)
2E 0 0 2 0 0 2
(0) (0) (1.94) (0) (0) (0.69)
2F o o 1 o 0 1
(0) (0) (0.97) (0) (0) (0.34)
3A 1 7 8 5 0 21
(10.0) (6.42) (7.77) (7.46) (0) (7.22)
3B 0 1 0] 4 0] 5
(0) (0.92) (0) (5.97) (0) (1.72)
3C 0 1 2 0 0 3
(0) (0.92) (1.94) (0) (0) (1.03)
3D 0 0 o 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.49) (0) (0.34)
3E 0] 2 1 2 0] 5
(0) (1.84) (0.97) (2.99) (0) (1.72)
4A 0 1 0] 0 0 1
(0) (0.92) (0) (0) (0) (0.34)
4B 0 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.49) (0) (0.34)
4C 0 0 0] 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.49) (0) (0.34)
4D 0 0 1 0 0 1
(0) (0) (0.97) (0) (0) (0.34)
5A 0 8 5 6 0 19
(0) (7.34) (4.85) (8.96) (0) (6.53)
5B 0 0] 0 2 0 2
(0) (0) (0) (2.99) (0) (0.69)

[continued]



TABLE 5, continued

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Subtype Chyd Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cams.
5C 0 0 o 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.49) (0) (0.34)
6A 0 0 0 2 0 2
(0) (0) (0) (2.99) (0) (0.69)
6B 0] 0 0o 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.49) (0) (0.34)
6C 1 0 o 0 0 1
(10.0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0.34)
6D 0 0 6 o 0 6
(0) (0) (5.83) (0) (0) (2.06)
6E 0 0 6 1 0] 7
(0) (0) (5.83) (1.49) (0) (2.41)
6F 0 0 2 0 0 2
(0) (0) (1.94) (0) (0) (0.69)
6G 0 2 0 0 o 2
(0) (1.84) (0) (0) (0) (0.69)
All subtypes 10 109 103 67 2 291
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
* Figure in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

marked graves
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All cemeteries - Subtype 1C (20%)

In three of the five cemeteries, vaults with multiple tiers
that become less wide predominate; in all cemeteries except
Lazareto Leper Colony, the most popular subtype is a wvault
with multiple tiers. The top tier is most often rectangular
in the Methodist, Catholic, and Anglican graveyards; in the
Dutch Reformed Churchyard a curved top tier is the most
popular.

To assess how gravestones on Statia changed over time,
the sample of gravestones with dates was broken down into
eight time periods of thirty years each:

Period I - 1750 up to 1780

Period II - 1780 up to 1810
Period III 1810 up to 1840

Period IV ~ 1840 up to 1870
Period V - 1870 up to 1900
Period VI - 1900 up to 1930
Period VII - 1930 up to 1960

Period VIII

1960 up to 1990
In Table 6, each time period's gravestone types are
listed. The following trends are derived from this data:
- Type 1 (vault, less wide) is the most popular type of
dated gravestone, in general, throughout almost every
time period.
- Type 2 (vault, not less wide) appears to increase in
popularity from 1840 to 1900 and then decrease in
popularity.

- Type 3 (vault, single tier) fluctuates in popularity
throughout all time periods.

- Type 4 (tablet) appears to occur mainly from 1750 to
1780.

- Type 5 (rock or stone) is dated in only one case, and
dates from 1780 to 1810 (1802).



TABLE 6

GRAVESTONE TYPES BY TIME PERIOD
Time Type Type Type Type Type Type All
Period 1 2 3 4 5 6 Types
I_
1750
to 6 1 4 2 0 1 14
1780% (42.86) (7.14) (28.57) (14.29) (0) (7.14) (100)
IT -
1780
to 4 o 1 0 1 2 8
1810 (50.0) (0) (12.50) (0) (12.50) (25.0) (100)
IIT -
1810
to 1 0 0 0 0 1 2
1840 (50.0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (50.0) (100)
Iv -
1840
to 4 2 1 0 0 0 7
1870 (57.14) (28.57) (14.29) (0) (0) (0) (100)
V-.
1870
to 0 2 1 0 0 0 3
1900 (0) (66.67) (33.33) (0) (0) (0) (100)
VI -
1900
to 9 1 0 0 o 0 10
1930 (90.0) (10.0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (100)
VII -
1930
to 22 4 2 1 0 1 30
1960 (73.33) (13.33) (6.67) (3.33) (0) (3.33) (100)
VIII -
1960
to 16 4 7 0 0 0] 27
1990 (59.26) (14.81) (25.93) (0) (0) (0) (100)
All
time 62 14 16 3 1 5 101
periods (61.39) (13.86) (15.84) (2.97) (0.99) (4.95) (100)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this time period's
dated gravestones
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This analysis should be interpreted with caution since
there are five or less dated examples each of types 4, 5, and
6. Also, there are less than ten dated gravestones for each
of the following time periods: II (1780-1810), III (1810-
1840), IV (1840-1870), and V (1870-1900).
Since types 1, 2, and 3 (vaults) make up 91% of the dated
gravestones (92 out of 101), vaults will be further analyzed.
Vault subtypes that have a top tier (or only tier) of the same

shape can be combined to form styles:

Style I - Curved top (Subtypes 1A, 3B)

Style II - Upright wall on top (Subtypes 1B, 3C)

Style III - Rectangular top (Subtypes 1C, 2A, 3A)

Style IV - Slanted inward, comes to a point on top
(Subtypes 1D, 2C)

Style V - All other subtypes of types 1, 2, and 3

When these styles are listed by time period (see Figure 19 and
Table 7), the following trends are noted:
- Style I (curved top) is popular mainly before 1870,
with decreasing popularity since 1930. It is the second
most popular style overall (20% of dated vaults).

- Style II (upright wall) is a 20th-century style; it
accounts for only 11% of all dated vaults.

- Style III (rectangular top) is a popular style in the
18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, comprising fluctuating
percentages (from 0 to 89%) of each time period's dated
vaults. It is the most popular style overall, accounting
for 52% of the dated vaults.
- Style IV (slanted inward to a point) is popular from
1870 to 1960, but accounts for only 12% of all dated
vaults.
Since no time period between 1780 and 1900 contains over seven
dated vaults, these trends should be interpreted cautiously.
The preceding analysis of gravestone form, type, subtype,

and style excludes footstones. Footstones were coded
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TABLE 7
VAULT STYLES BY TIME PERIOD

Time Style Style Style Style Style All
Period I II IIT Iv v Syles
I - 1750% 4 o 4 0o 3 11
to 1780 (36.36) (0) (36.36) (0) (27.27) (100)
II - 1780 1 0 4 0 0 5
to 1810 (20.0) (0) (80.0) (0) (0)  (100)
IIT - 1810 1 0 ¢] 0] 0] 1
to 1840 (100) (0) (0) (0) (0)  (100)
IV - 1840 3 0 4 0] 0 7
to 1870 (42.86) (0) (57.14) (0) (0)  (100)
vV - 1870 0 0 2 1 0 3
to 1900 (0) (0) (66.67) (33.33) (0)  (100)
VI - 1900 3 1 1 4 1 10
to 1930 (30.0) (10.0) (10.0) (40.0) (10.0) (100)
VII - 1930 4 8 9 6 1 28
to 1960 (14.29) (28.57) (32.14) (21.43) (3.57) (100)
VIIT - 19690 2 1 24 0 0] 27
to 1990 (7.41) (3.70) (88.89) (0) (0)  (100)
All time 18 10 48 11 5 92
periods (19.57) (10.87) (52.17) (11.96) (5.43) (100)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this time period's
dated vaults (Types 1,

2, and 3)
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separately for the following variables: presence or absence,
form, type, subtype, material, if imported, length, width,
height, and thickness (see Table 8). Footstones account for
less than 3% of marked graves in the sample; the cCatholic
Cemetery contains the highest percentage of footstones, 4%.

The most common form of footstone is a single rock or
stone, followed by cross, and then by tablet. The cross
footstones are found only in the Catholic Cemetery; the tablet
is found in the Anglican Churchyard. This tablet is the only
imported footstone and is composed of slate (C#7-GRAVE#9).
This marker is a smaller version of its accompanying
headstone, minus the inscription except for the name and year
(Jesse Dennison 1771). Footstones tend to be short; the
average footstone height is approximately one foot.

The construction materials of which gravestones are

composed is the topic of Table 9; the materials are listed in
decreasing order of total occurrence. Since gravestones often
were composed of more than one material, percentages add up
to more than 100%. It should be noted that the gravestones
on St. Eustatius - especially the vaults - have sometimes been
constructed in stages. For instance, an 18th-century wvault
may have a "door" which is covered with poured concrete,
indicating that the vault has been opened for re-use in the
20th century. A 19th-century vault could have portions
constructed from poured concrete, usually indicating a 20th-

century repair.



TABLE 8
FOOTSTONE DATA BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Footstone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cens.
Footstone 0 1 4 2 0 7
present* (0) (0.92) (3.81) (2.94) (0) (2.38)
Footstone
form: **
-Cross 0 0 2 0] 0] 2
(0) (0) (50.0) (0) (0) (28.57)
-rock 0 1 2 1 6] 4
(0) (100) (50.0) (50.0) (0) (57.14)
-tablet 0 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (50.0) (0) (14.29)
Footstone
type:
-type 4 0 0 o 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (50.0) (O) (14.29)
-type 5 0 1 2 1 0 4
(0) (100) (50.0) (50.0) (0) (57.14)
-type 6 0 0] 2 0 0] 2
(0) (0) (50.0) (0) (0) (28.57)
Footstone
subtype:
-subtype 4B 0 (o) 0] 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (50.0) (O) (14.29)
-subtype 5A 0 1 2 0 3
(0) (100) (50.0) (0) (0) (42.86)
-subtype 5C 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (50.0) (O) (14.29)
-subtype 6D 0 0 2 0 0 2
(0) (0) (50.0) (0) (0) (28.57)
Footstone
material:
-fieldstone 0 1 2 1 0 4
(0) (100) (50.0) (50.0) (0) (57.14)
-poured concrete 0 0 2 0 0 2
(0) (0) (50.0) (0) (0) (28.57)
-slate 0 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (50.0) (0) (14.29)

[continued]



TABLE 8, continued

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Footstone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cans.
Footstone
material 0 0 0] 1 0 1
imported (0) (0) (0) (50.0) (0) (14.29)
Footstone
dimensions,
in feet:
-average length -- 0.40 -- - -- 0.40
{n=1} {n=1}
-average width - 0.40 0.98 1.05 - 0.91
{n=1}) {n=4} {n=2} {n=7}
-average height -- 0.20 1.30 1.40 - 1.17
{n=1} {n=4} {n=2} {n=7}
-average
thickness - - 0.48 0.25 - 0.40
{n=4} {n=2} {n=6}

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
marked graves

*% Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
footstones



TABLE 9
GRAVESTONE MATERIALS AND IMPORTATION BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11

Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Material Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cens.
Poured concretex* 2 72 82 12 0 168
(25.0) (67.92) (82.83) (23.08) (0) (63.40)

Mortar 6 40 16 28 0 90
(75.0) (37.74) (16.16) (53.85) (0) (33.96)

Ccut stone 5 39 15 22 0 81
(62.5) (36.79) (15.15) (42.31) (0) (30.57)

Brick 4 22 9 13 0 48
(50.0) (20.75) (9.09) (25.0) (0) (18.11)

Concrete block 1 12 12 4 0 29
(12.50) (11.32) (12.12) (7.69) (0) (10.94)

Fieldstone 0 7 8 10 0 25
(0) (6.60) (8.08) (19.23) (0) (9.43)

Ceramic tile 0] 4 4 2 0 10
(0) (3.77) (4.04) (3.85) (0) (3.77)

Plaster 0 5 1 1 0 7
(0) (4.72) (1.01) (1.92) (0) (2.64)

Cinderblock 0 0] 5 1 0 6
(0) (0) (5.05) (1.92) (0) (2.26)

Granite 1 1 0] 2 0 4
(12.50) (0.94) (0) (3.85) (0) (1.51)

Faced stone 0 1 0 1 0 2
(0) (0.94) (0) (1.92) (0) (0.75)

Sandstone 0 1 0 1 0 2
(0) (0.94) (0) (1.92) (0) (0.75)

Marble 0 1 0 0 0 1
(0) (0.94) (0) (0) (0) (0.38)

Slate 0 0 0] 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.92) (0) (0.38)

[continued]



TABLE 9, continued

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Material Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cans.
Aluminum 0] 1 0 0] 0 1
(0) (0.94) (0) (0) (0) (0.38)
Wood 0 0] 1 0] 0] 1
(0) (0) (1.01) (0) (0) (0.38)
Plastic 0 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (1.92) (0) (0.38)
Shell o 1 0 0 0] 1
(0) (0.94) (0) (0) (o) (0.38)
Any
gravestone
material 1 8 4 6 0 19
imported (12.50) (7.55) (4.04) (11.54) (0) (7.17)
* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

gravestones
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The three most popular gravestone materials per cemetery,
in decreasing order of popularity, are:

Methodist Churchyard - mortar, cut stone, brick

Dutch Reformed Churchyard - poured concrete, mortar, cut

Catholic Cemetery - poured ciﬁg?Zte, mortar, cut stone

Anglican Churchyard - mortar, cut stone, brick

Lazareto Leper Colony - none (no gravestones)

All cemeteries - poured concrete, mortar, cut stone
The concentration of 20th-century gravestones in the Dutch
Reformed Churchyard and Catholic Cemetery is reflected in
poured concrete being their most popular construction
material. An informant reported that poured concrete began to
be used around the time of the 1920s on Statia. Poured
concrete seems to have generally replaced mortar and cut stone
(native volcanic stone); mortar is reportedly more durable and
less likely to crack, compared to concrete.

The following gravestone materials were judged to be
imported to Statia: slate, marble, granite, sandstone, ceramic
tile, and aluminum. The other gravestone materials were
judged to be readily available - new or recycled - or not
likely to be imported specifically for gravestones.

While the Dutch Reformed Churchyard contains the largest
number (n=8) of gravestones containing at least one imported
material, it is actually third in terms of percentage of
imported gravestone materials (8%). The Methodist Churchyard
contains the highest percentage (13% imported gravestones),
but the small number (n=1) indicates that this should be

considered with caution. The second highest percentage of

imported gravestones is 12% in the Anglican Churchyard. The
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lowest percentages of imported gravestones are 4% in the
Catholic Cemetery and 0% in Lazareto Leper Colony.

A plaque is something which is attached to a gravestone
and upon which an inscription may appear. It is possible to
have an inscription without a plaque; for example, a tablet
usually has an inscription carved directly onto one side of
the tablet. Plaque materials were coded separately from
gravestone materials. In addition, a plaque was not
considered part of a gravestone when determining number of
tiers and the shape of the upper tier for assigning types and
subtypes.

Data on plagues are presented in Table 10. The cemetery
in which the highest percentage of its gravestones have
plagques is the Dutch Reformed Churchyard (39%), followed
closely by the Methodist Churchyard (38%) and the Anglican
Churchyard (34%):; 26% of the gravestones in the Catholic
Cemetery have plaques. Since there are no gravestones in
Lazareto Leper Colony, the percentage is zero.

A gravestone in this sample has from zero to five
plaques; however, the material chosen for the earliest-dated
plaque (the "main plaque" or plaque #1) is always of the same
material as later plaques.

The most popular plague shape in all cemeteries except
the Methodist Churchyard is rectangular; square plagques are
most popular in the Methodist Churchyard. Marble is the
plaque material chosen most often in the Methodist and

Anglican Churchyards (67% and 78%, respectively); marble is



TABLE 10

PLAQUES: PRESENCE, MATERIAL, AND IMPORTATION BY CEMETERY
C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Plaque Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cans.
Plaque present 3 41 26 18 0 88
on gravestone* (37.50) (38.68) (25.74) (33.96) (0) (32.83)
Shape of main
plaque: **
-rectangular 1 22 18 13 0] 54
(33.33) (53.66) (69.23) (72.22) (0) (61.36)
-square 2 6 6 1 0 15
(66.67) (14.63) (23.08) (5.56) (0) (17.05)
-oval 0] 10 1 1 0 12
(0) (24.39) (3.85) (5.56) (0) (13.64)
—-irregular 0] 3 1 3 (0] 7
(0) (7.32) (3.85) (16.67) (0) (7.96)
Material of
main plaque: **
-marble 2 12 10 14 0 38
(66.67) (29.27) (38.46) (77.78) (0) (43.18)
-poured 0] 13 10 1 o) 24
concrete (0) (31.71) (38.46) (5.56) (0) (27.27)
-porcelain 0 8 0 0 0] 8
_ (0) (19.51) (0) (0) (0) (9.09)
-granilite 0] 3 0 2 o 5
(0) (7.32) (0) (11.11) (0) (5.68)
-tin 0 0 4 0 0 4
(0) (0) (15.38) (0) (0) (4.55)
—aluminum 1 2 1 0 0 4
(33.33) (4.88) (3.85) (0) (0) (4.55)
-brass 0 0 1 0] 0 1
(0) (0) (3.85) (0) (0) (1.14)
-sandstone 0] 1 0 0 0] 1
(0) (2.44) (0) (0) (0) (1.14)
-slate 0 1 0 0 0] 1
(0) (2.44) (0) (0) (0) (1.14)
-wood 0 0 0 1 0 1
(0) (0) (0) (5.56) (0) (1.14)
-bronze 0 1 0 0 0 1
(0) (2.44) (0) (0) (0) (1.14)
Any plaque 3 28 16 16 0 63
imported** (100) (68.29) (61.54) (88.89) (0) (71.99)

[continued]



TABLE 10, continued

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11

Plaque Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cams.
Percent of
gravestones
with
imported
plaques* (37.5) (26.42) (16.16) (30.77) (0) (2.77)
* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

gravestones
* % Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

plaques
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tied with poured concrete for most popular plaque material in
the cCatholic Cemetery (38% each). In the Dutch Reformed
Churchyard, the most popular plaque material, poured concrete
(32%) 1is followed closely by marble (29%); porcelain is the
third most common material (20%).

The Dutch Reformed Churchyard is the only cemetery in
which plaques made of porcelain, sandstone, slate, or bronze
are found. Plaques made of tin or brass are only noted in the
Catholic Cemetery. The Anglican Churchyard is the only
cemetery in which a wooden plaque is found.

All plaque materials were judged to be imported except
for poured concrete and wood. The cemetery in which the
highest percentage of its plaques are imported is the
Methodist (100% of the plaques), followed by the Anglican
(89%), Dutch Reformed (68%) and Catholic (62%). When the
percentage of each cemetery's gravestones with imported
plaques 1is calculated, the above ranking stays the same:
Methodist (38% of its gravestones), Anglican (31%), Dutch
Reformed (26%), and Catholic (16%).

As stated previously, some gravestones have the

inscription applied to the gravestone itself instead of on a

plaque. The total number of gravestones which display the
deceased's name or initials on the gravestone itself or on the
plaque is listed in Table 11. The cemetery whose gravestones
most often display the deceased's name or initials is the
Methodist Churchyard (50%), followed closely by the Dutch

Reformed Churchyard (47%). In the Anglican Churchyard 43% of



GRAVESTONE INSCRIPTIONS BY CEMETERY

TABLE 11

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Inscription Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cens.
Names or
initials 4 50 30 23 o 107
present#* (50.0) (47.17) (29.70) (43.40) (0) (39.93)
Two or more 0 5 5 4 o 14
names present#* (0) (4.72) (4.95) (7.55) (0) (5.22)
Earliest date 1840 1762 1854 1755 - 1755
of death [or
listed 1835]
Latest date of
death listed 1958 1987 1985 1983 - 1987
Estimated
average date
of death
listed or 1911 1914 1942 1830 - 1904
inferred [n=3] [n=53] [n=26] [n=20][n=0] [rE102]
Age at death
of main person,
listed or
inferred: **
-0 to 10 yrs. 1 5 3 4 0] 13
(33.33) (12.50) (13.64) (28.57) (0) (16.46)
-10 to 20 yrs. 0 2 0 0 (0] 2
(0) (5.0) (0) (0) (0) (2.53)
-20 to 30 yrs. 0 3 0] 1 0 4
(0) (7.50) (0) (7.14) (0) (5.06)
-30 to 40 yrs. 0 2 1 4 o 7
(0) (5.0) (4.55) (28.57) (0) (8.86)
-40 to 50 yrs. 6] 0 1 0] 0 1
(0) (0) (4.55) (0) (0) (1.27)
-50 to 60 yrs. 1 6 1 1 0] 9
(33.33) (15.0) (4.55) (7.14) (0) (11.39)
-60 to 70 yrs. 0 6 5 0 0 11
(0) (15.0) (22.73) (0) (0) (13.92)
-70 to 80 yrs. 0] 6 6 1 0 13
(0) (15.0) (27.27) (7.14) (0) (16.46)
-80 to 90 yrs. 0 8 3 3 0 14
(0) (20.0) (13.64) (21.43) (0) (17.72)
-90 to 100 yrs. 1 2 2 0 0 5
(33.33) (5.0) (9.09) (0) (0) (6.33)

[continued]



TABLE 11, continued

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Inscription Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cexns.
Age at death
of main person
[continued]
-All ages 3 40 22 14 0 79
(100) (100) (100) (100) (0) (100)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
gravestones

*% Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's
ages at death
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the gravestones have names or initials, while in the Catholic
Cemetery the figure is only 30%. The Lazareto Leper Colony's
marked graves have no gravestones and no inscriptions.

Displaying more than one person's name on a gravestone
is uncommon in the sample:

Methodist Churchyard: 0% of gravestones

Dutch Reformed Churchyard: 5%

Catholic Cemetery: 5%

Anglican Churchyard: 8%

Lazareto Leper Colony: 0%

Some of these gravestones are double or triple vaults (single-
sized vaults joined together side by side or one on top of
another), while others are large vaults designed with a
chamber large enough to hold entire families (one unmarked
family wvault in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard reportedly
contains the remains of 28 people). As will be discussed in
the next chapter, re-use of burial space is common on St.
Eustatius and many vaults are unmarked or contain occupants
who aren't listed on the gravestone.

For some of the gravestones in this survey, the name or
names of the deceased were not present on the gravestone but
were inferred through information from informants and/or the
Census Office records of deaths on Statia in the 1980s.
Inferred names are 1listed in the data (Appendix B) in
brackets, i.e. [SMITH,JOHN].

When the date of death inscribed on a gravestone is
partly illegible, the best guess at a date is listed in the

data with a minus sign in front, i.e. -19871022. Dates are

listed in the data as: year month day (yyyymmdd). If a date
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is not 1listed on the gravestone and 1is inferred from
informants or Census Office records, the suffix .9 is added,
i.e. 19880131.9. In two cases, the only known date is the
date in which the main person listed built the gravestone;
these dates of "death" are listed with the suffix .5, i.e.
17900000.5.

Table 11 indicates that the earliest dated gravestone in
this sample is dated 1755 and is in the Anglican Churchyard:;
the second-earliest date of death listed in this cemetery is
1761. The earliest date of death listed in the Dutch Reformed
Churchyard is 1762; the second-earliest listed date in this
cemetery is 1770. The Methodist Churchyard and the Catholic
Cemetery's gravestones date from the mid-19th century (1840
and 1854, respectively). No dates are given on the graves in
lLazareto; however, 1late-19th to early-20th century is an
estimate based on information regarding reported dates of
existence of the leper colony.

The Methodist Churchyard has not had a new gravestone
built since 1958. The Dutch Reformed, Catholic, and Anglican
graveyards are still being used; all three contain
gravestones dated in the 1980s and all three have gravestones
that are, or appear to be, only one or two years old. 1In the
year between the mapping of the Dutch Reformed Churchyard and
the survey in the summer of 1989, three new vaults were
constructed and occupied (C#4-GR#98, 99, and 100). In
addition, one gravestone that had been a modern, single-tier

concrete slab apparently had a second vault constructed on
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top, creating a double vault. This vault is covered with pink
and white ceramic tiles and decorative concrete blocks form
a vertical wall along the edge of the top tier. This
gravestone (C#4-GR#2) has no plaque; the door in the west wall
is open, indicating that this upper portion was built to serve
as a burial space in the future. In the same time period, no
new gravestones were constructed in the Anglican Churchyard.

Averaging the known dates of death for the main person
listed on a gravestone gives an estimate of the overall age
(time of usage) of the cemetery. The Anglican Churchyard
appears to have the oldest gravestones, on the average (1830);
the average dates of death of the Methodist and Dutch Reformed
Churchyard's gravestones are 1911 and 1914, respectively. The
Catholic Cemetery's gravestones have the newest average date
of death, 1942. These dates are very rough estimates,
however; the results are probably skewed toward the 20th
century since older gravestones tend to be in poorer shape and
many have no plaques left, or illegible plaques. A case in
point is the Methodist Churchyard: eight of the ten marked
graves appear to date from the mid-to-late 19th century based
on their design, condition, building materials, and the
history of the church.

Inscriptions provide demographic data such as the age at
death. 1In Table 11, the age of death of the main person (the
person who died the earliest, when more than one name appears)
is broken down into ten-year intervals. For the sample as a

whole, almost one-half of the ages are in the
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ranges 80-90 years, 70-80 years, and 0-10 years. The next
most common ages are 60-70 years and 50-60 years. This
pattern may indicate a high rate of infant or young child
mortality, but a relatively long life expectancy once living
through childhood. For each cemetery, the most common ages
of death of the main person, given or inferred, are:

Methodist Churchyard: 0-10, 50-60, and 90-100 years (tie)

Dutch Reformed Churchyard: 80-90 years

Catholic Cemetery: 70-80 years

Anglican Churchyard: 0-10 and 30-40 years (tie)

All cemeteries: 80-90 years

When the listed ages and inferred ages of additional
people (other than the main person) are added to the data, the
above rankings remain the same except for:

Catholic Cemetery: 60-70 and 70-80 years (tie)

Anglican Churchyard: 0-10 years

All cemeteries: 0-10 years

The actual average age for the Methodist Churchyard is
probably in the 0-10 years range since it contains four more
small vaults of babies or young children - three with no
inscription and one with an illegible age. Therefore, five
of eight gravestones, or 63% of the adjusted sample for the
Methodist Churchyard, represent young children. The Methodist
Churchyard appears to be the only cemetery in the sample with
a separate section for children (see Appendix A - Cemetery
Maps) ; an adult was buried next to the apparently-19th-century
children's graves in the 1930s.

The relatively high percentage of deaths in the age range

of 30-40 years in the Anglican Churchyard could be indicative

of a lower life expectancy in the 18th and 19th centuries.
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One inscription in the Anglican Churchyard states that the
person came to St. Eustatius from Virginia in 1792 to recover
his health, but died soon after arriving (C#7-GR#4; see
Appendix C -Gravestone Inscriptions).

The presence of a motif, or a design or symbol on a
gravestone is relatively uncommon in the sample (see Table
12); 59% of all gravestones have no motif. The most common
motif is a cross, comprising 36% of all gravestones. No other
motif occurs on more than 3% of the total sample of
gravestones.

The most common motif in each cemetery is:

Methodist Churchyard - cross, flower, Masonic emblem

Dutch Reformed Churchyard(Elﬁioss

Catholic Cemetery - cross

Anglican Churchyard - cross

Lazareto Leper Colony - no motifs
The highest percentage of gravestones in one cemetery with a
particular motif is 55% in the Catholic Cemetery for the cross
motif. Since the symbol of the cross is an important icon in
Catholicism, this result is not surprising. What is even more
striking is the almost total absence of any other motif in the
Catholic Cemetery; the exception is one marble plaque in the
shape of a scroll. While the cross is the most common motif
in the Anglican churchyard, it appears on only 15% of its
gravestones, and it occurs ©primarily on 20th-century
gravestones which are almost certainly not associated with
those of the Anglican faith. During colonial times,

Protestants were reportedly anxious to avoid any display that

would resemble Catholicism, or "popism;" therefore crosses



TABLE 12
GRAVESTONE MOTIFS BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Motif Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cans.
No motif* 4 70 45 39 0 158
(50.0) (66.04) (44.55) (73.58) (0) (58.96)
Motif:
-Ccross 1 31 56 8 (0] 96
(12.50) (29.25) (55.45) (15.09) (0) (35.82)
-flower 1 4 0 1 0 6
(12.50) (3.77) (0) (1.89) (0) (2.24)
—angel 0] 2 0 2 0 4
(0) (1.89) (0) (3.77) (0) (1.49)
-Masonic 1 1 0 1 0 3
emblem (12.5) (0.94) (0) (1.89) (0) (1.12)
-vine 0 2 0] 1 0o 3
(0) (1.89) (0) (1.89) (0) (1.12)
-hourglass, 0 2 0 1 0 3
no wings (0) (1.89) (0) (1.89) (0) (1.12)
-skull, 0 1 0o 1 0 2
no wings (0) (0.94) (0) (1.89) (0) (0.75)
-wheat 0] 1 0 1 0 2
(0) (0.94) (0) (1.89) (0) (0.75)
-scepter 0 1 o 1 0 2
(0) (0.94) (0) (1.89) (0) (0.75)
-other 2 12 1 9 0] 24
motifs (25.0) (11.32) (0.99) (16.98) (0) (8.96)
-all motifs 5 57 57 26 0 145
Gravestones
with at least 4 36 56 14 0 110
one motif (50.0) (33.96) (55.45) (26.42) (0) (41.04)
Gravestones
with multiple
motifs [at
least three
motifs per 0 4 0] 3 0 7
gravestone] (0) (3.77) (0) (5.66) (0) (2.61)
Highest number
of motifs per 2 9 2 7 0 9
gravestone {n=1} {n=1} {n=1} {n=1}{n=0} {n=1}

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

gravestones
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were probably not fashionable symbols for gravestones (Ball
1977) .

Certain motifs - listed in Table 12 as "other motifs" -
occur only once in the sample, either alone or in combination
with other motifs. These motifs, and the cemetery in which
they occur, are:

Methodist Churchyard - circle, grapes

Dutch Reformed Churchyard - winged skull (death's head),

5-pointed star, 5-pointed star in a circle,
bird, trumpet, Jesus, God the Father, bow,
leaves, urn, cloud, and world

Catholic Cemetery - scroll

Anglican Churchyard - winged face (cherub), winged

hourglass, torch, feathers, 6-pointed star, face,
anchor, chain, and heart

Motifs can be considered in terms of how many gravestones
per cemetery have at least one motif. The rankings are:

Catholic Cemetery (55%)

Methodist Churchyard (50%)

Dutch Reformed Churchyard (34%)

Anglican Churchyard (26%)

Lazareto Leper Colony (0%)

The top ranking of the Catholic Cemetery is due to its common,
single motif of a cross.

If gravestones are examined in terms of how many
gravestones have multiple (three or more) motifs, the rankings
change:

Anglican Churchyard (6%)

Dutch Reformed Churchyard (4%)

Methodist, Catholic, and Lazareto graveyards (0%)

One last measure is the highest number of motifs
occurring on any one gravestone. Those rankings are:

Dutch Reformed Churchyard - 9 motifs

Anglican Churchyard - 7 motifs

Methodist and Catholic graveyards - 2 motifs
Lazareto Leper Colony - O motifs
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Whose gravestones contain a high number of motifs? The
gravestone with nine motifs in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard
is C#4-GR#21, the tomb of Josephine Heillegger who died in
1973 at the age of 84. This last name is an alternate
spelling of the Dutch name "Heyliger;" apparently, when slaves
were freed, they used their former master's last name. The
section of the Dutch Reformed Churchyard near this gravestone
contains others of this last name, with several different
spellings. The nine motifs, which are cast of aluminum and
attached - with an inscription - to the gravestone, are:
angel, urn, bird, Jesus, God the Father, cloud, world, cross,
and scepter. A concrete cross is also attached to the west
wall of this gravestone.

A gravestone in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard with six
motifs is C#4-GR# 24, the tomb of Commander (Governor) Jan de
Windt and his wife, Alletta, who both died in 1775 (see Figure
20). The motifs on the marble plaque are: angel, skull,
hourglass, vine, trumpet, and bow.

The gravestone in the Anglican Churchyard which displays
seven motifs is apparently that of a young girl, Jemmy Lilly
Fewellar Teal, C#7-GR#33 (see Figure 21). It is possible that
the last name is Fewellar, and that "Teal" is the name of the
stonecarver, since Teal is carved on a line below the rest of
the name, underneath "Fewellar." The motifs on the marble
plaque are: angel, skull, flower (broken), hourglass, face,
torch (inverted), and feathers. The face may represent Jemmy

herself. Based on the motifs, gravestone condition, building
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materials, and inscription (0O death where is thy sting? O

grave, where 1is thy victory), an estimate is that this
gravestone dates from the 18th century.

Each gravestone (and footstone) in the surveyed

cemeteries was visually inspected and aspects of its condition

were noted (see Table 13). The gravestone condition was coded

as one or more of the following: sound, unsound-chipped,
unsound-cracked, unsound-crumbled, eroded, broken, tilted,
sunken, and discolored/stained. Any condition except for
sound is a negative condition; the presence of any negative
condition except for discolored/stained means that the
gravestone is not sound.

Only 7% of the total sample are sound, including 5% of
which are sound and discolored/stained. The cemetery with the
highest percentage of sound gravestones is the Dutch Reformed
Churchyard (13%). Oonly 5% of the CcCatholic Cemetery's
gravestones are sound; 2% of the Anglican Churchyard and 0%
of the Methodist Churchyard's gravestones are sound. The most
common number of negative conditions per gravestone are:

Methodist Churchyard - 3 negative conditions (37.5%)

Dutch Reformed Churchyard - 4 negative conditions (26%)

Catholic Cemetery - 3 negative conditions (40%)

Anglican Churchyard - 4 negative conditions (33%)

Lazareto Leper Colony - not applicable - no gravestones

All cemeteries - 3 negative conditions (26%)

A gravestone (or footstone) was considered to be
overgrown if vegetation was growing high enough to reach its
top tier or its upper surface. The Anglican Churchyard has

over half (53%) of its gravestones overgrown by vegetation,

a figure twice as high as the next cemetery in the ranking,



TABLE 13
GENERAL CONDITION OF GRAVESTONES BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11

Condition Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Cens.

Gravestone

condition:*
-sound 0 5 0 1 n/a** 6
(0) (4.72) (0) (2.04) (2.27)

-sound and
discolored/- 0] 8 5 0] 13
stained (0) (7.55) (4.95) (0) (4.93)
-1 negative 0] 3 2 1 6
condition (0) (2.83) (1.98) (2.04) (2.27)
-2 negative 1 23 14 8 46
conditions  (12.50) (21.7) (13.86) (16.33) (17.065)
-3 negative 3 21 40 5 69
conditions (37.50) (19.81) (39.60) (10.20) (26.14)
-4 negative 1 28 19 16 64
conditions (12.50) (26.41) (18.81) (32.66) (24.25)
-5 negative 1 8 16 9 34
conditions (12.50) (7.55) (15.84) (18.36) (12.88)
-6 negative 2 8 3 9 22
conditions (25.0) (7.55) (2.97) (18.36) (8.33)
-7 negative 0 2 1 0] 3
conditions (0) (1.87) (0.99) (0) (1.14)
-8 negative 0 0 1 0 1
conditions (0) (0) (0.99) (0) (0.38)
Overgrown 1 23 26 28 n/a 78
(12.50) (21.70) (25.74) (52.83) (29.10)
Repaired 2 17 3 5 n/a 27
(25.0) (16.03) (2.97) (9.43) (10.08)
In situ 8 97 89 45 n/a 239
(100) (91.51) (88.12) (84.91) (89.18)

Condition of
inscription:

-good 2 18 10 4 n/a 34
(25.0) (16.98) (9.80) (6.78) (12.36)
-clear but 1 26 17 9 53
worn (12.50) (24.53) (16.67) (15.25) (19.27)
-mostly 1 7 5 13 26
decipherable (12.50) (6.60) (4.90) (22.03) (9.45)
-traces 0 2 2 3 7
(0) (1.89) (1.96) (5.08) (2.55)

[continued]



TABLE 13, continued
C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11

Condition Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All

Variable Chyd. Ref. Cenm. Chyd. Leper Cens.
Condition of
inscription
[continued]

-illegible 0 0 0 1 1

(0) (0) (0) (1.69) (0.36)

-no traces 4 40 47 27 118

remaining (50.0) (37.74) (46.08) (45.76) (42.91)

-none yet 0] 13 21 2 36

(0) (12.26) (20.59) (3.39) (13.09)

Whitewashed 1 36 42 9 n/a 88

(12.50) (33.97) (41.58) (16.98) (32.84)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

gravestones

* % Not applicable - no gravestones in Lazareto Leper Colony,

only type Os
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the Catholic Cemetery (26%). The Dutch Reformed Churchyard
has 22% overgrown gravestones, while the Methodist Churchyard
is only 13% overgrown. This measure reflects the general care
or neglect of a graveyard, indicating that the Methodist
Churchyard is the neatest while the Anglican is the 1least
neat.

Table 13 lists how many gravestones (or footstones) have
been, or appear to have been, repaired. This figure is
highest for the Methodist and Dutch Reformed Churchyards, at
25% and 16% respectively, and lowest for the Anglican (9%) and
Catholic (3%) graveyards. Since the Catholic Cemetery is the
newest in age overall, it has less need for repairs.

Almost all gravestones (or footstones) were judged to be
in situ, or in their original grave-marking location (see
Table 13). Those that were questionable were usually single
rocks or stones with no accompanying grave mound or depression
to indicate grave location. Those that were judged to be not
in situ included displaced plaques that were coded as possible
ledgers (flat slabs that cover graves). One of these possible
ledgers 1is dated 1783 and is 1lying in a north-south
orientation in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard (C#4-GR#59),
which is contrary to the east-west orientation typical of
Christian graves. Another possible 1ledger in the same
graveyard (C#4-GR#52) is dated 1762 and is resting upon a low
wall which surrounds a 20th-century gravestone, C#4-GR#51.
Both of these possible ledgers have inscriptions written in

Dutch.
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The inscriptions on gravestones or plaques were coded in

one of the following ways: good condition, clear but worn,
mostly decipherable, traces, illegible, no traces remaining,
or none yet (see Table 13). The two most popular inscription

conditions per cemetery, in order of popularity, are:

Methodist Churchyard - no traces remaining (50%), good
(25%)
Dutch Reformed Churchyard - no traces remaining (38%),

clear but worn (25%)
Catholic Cemetery - no traces remaining (46%), none yet
(21%)
Anglican Churchyard - no traces remaining (46%), mostly
decipherable (22%)
When the conditions "good" and "clear but worn" are combined,
the results may indicate the general condition of inscriptions
that are present:
Methodist Churchyard (38% good or clear but worn)
Dutch Reformed Churchyard (42%)
Catholic Cemetery (27%)
Anglican Churchyard (22%)
The Anglican Churchyard's inscriptions seem to be in the
poorest shape overall; this agrees with the fact that it has
the highest percentage of inscriptions that are merely traces
(5%) or are illegible (2%).

Table 13 provides information on how many gravestones are

whitewashed (coated with white paint). The Catholic Cemetery

contains the highest percentage of whitewashed gravestones
(42%) . The Dutch Reformed Churchyard has 34% whitewashed
gravestones; the Anglican Churchyard has half that amount
(17%), while the Methodist Churchyard has even fewer

whitewashed gravestones (13%).
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Since whitewashing of gravestones is a characteristic of
some African-inspired cultures, the data on whitewashing of
Statia's gravestones was broken down into time periods (see
Table 14). The two cases of whitewashing of gravestones which
pre-date 1900 are tombs which have been re-used in the 20th
century: Governor de Windt's tomb in the Dutch Reformed
Churchyard (C#4-GR# 24), and the tomb of the Catholic priest
and a Catholic nun in the Catholic Cemetery (C#5-GR#81).

Whitewashing of gravestones on Statia probably was not
practiced until the 1920s when concrete began to be used.
White paint would cover the dull grey concrete; this would not
be necessary with gravestones covered by white mortar. The
tomb of the Catholic priests is the only one in the cemetery
to be painted off-white instead of white; this off-white paint
matches the paint on the outside of that cemetery's concrete
east wall, indicating that whoever cares for the cemetery also
cares for the priests' tomb. The deceased's family is
reportedly responsible for the whitewashing of the gravestone
on Statia.

Eliminating the above two gravestones leaves a pattern
of steady increase in percentage of gravestones whitewashed
over time. Of course, older gravestones could have been
whitewashed many years ago and the paint may be gone now.
continuing to paint a gravestone could show continuing respect
for the deceased - no one has been buried in the priests' tomb

since the 1960s.



TABLE 14
WHITEWASHING OF GRAVESTONES BY TIME

Whitewashed Non-whitewashed All

Time Dated Dated Dated
Period Gravestones Gravestones Gravestones
I - 1750 1 13 14
to 1780% (7.14) (92.86) (100)
IT - 1780 0 8 8
to 1810 (0) (100) (100)
III - 1810 0 2 2
to 1840 (0) (100) (100)
IV - 1840 0] 7 7
to 1870 (0) (100) (100)
Vv - 1870 1 2 3
to 1900 (33.33) (66.67) (100)
VI - 1900 2 8 10
to 1930 (20.0) (80.0) (100)
VII - 1930 16 14 30
to 1960 (53.33) (46.67) (100)
VIII - 1960 21 6 27
to 1990 (77.78) (22.22) (100)
All time 41 60 101
periods (40.59) (59.41) (100)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this time period's
dated gravestones
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A variety of objects were noted to be resting upon the
gravestones in the sample (see Table 15). Since there are 28
different types of objects which occur alone or with other
objects in 42 different ways, Table 15 1lists only those
objects or combinations which account for over 10% of a
cemetery's objects. Rocks or stones are the most common
objects on gravestones by a wide margin - they also occur in
many of the combinations listed as "other." Rocks are
sometimes used to anchor flowers so that the wind will not
blow them away. cut flowers are flowers which once were
growing and have been picked. For a listing of other objects
found, see the code book in Appendix B (Survey Data).

The gravestones 1in this study were measured and the
maximum length (or thickness), width, and height were recorded
(see Table 16). The point of maximum height of a vault is
usually the top of the upright west wall, or the top of the
cross which is often attached to this wall. In terms of
average length of their gravestones, the four cemeteries with
gravestones can be ranked (dimensions are in feet and tenths
of a foot):

Dutch Reformed Churchyard (7.45 ft.)

Catholic Cemetery (6.67 ft.)

Anglican Churchyard (6.23 ft.)

Methodist Churchyard (4.23 ft.)

The above ranking stays the same when measuring average width
and average height. The cemeteries with upright gravestones
differed very little from each other in average thickness of

gravestones.

When the maximum length of any gravestone in each



OBJECTS ON GRAVESTONES BY CEMETERY

TABLE 15

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Object Meth. Dutch cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Variable Chyd. Ref. Cen. Chyd. Leper Cens.
No objects* 7 75 72 38 n/a@ 192
(87.50) (70.75) (71.29) (71.70) (71.64)
With objects* 1 31 29 15 n/a 76
(12.50) (29.24) (28.71) (28.30) (28.36)
Rock[s] or
stone[s], 1 10 9 3 n/a 23
only*x* (100) (32.26) (31.03) (20.0) (30.26)
Rock[s] or
stone[s],
plus cut 0 4 0 0] n/a 4
flowers** (0) (12.90) (0) (0) (5.26)
Concrete
cross [whole 0 0 4 0 n/a 4
or broken]** (0) (0) (13.79) (0) (5.26)
Concrete block/ 0] 0 3 1 n/a 4
cinderblock** (0) (0) (10.34) (6.67) (5.26)
Other
combinations
or single 0 17 13 11 n/a 41
objects** (0) (54.84) (44.83) (73.33) (53.95)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

gravestones

@ Not applicable - no gravestones in Lazareto Leper Colony,

only type Os

* % Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

objects



GRAVESTONE DIMENSIONS BY CEMETERY

TABLE 16

C#3 C#4 C#5 Cc#7 C#11

Gravestone Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Lazar. All
Dimension Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Ceaxrs.
Average 4.23 7.45 6.67 6.23 n/a@ 6.83
length#* (n=8) (n=104) (n=91) (n=46) (re249)
Maximum 7.6 16.4 13.1 13.2 n/a 16.4
length** {(GR#1) {GR#23} {(GR#45} {GR#63) (4=23)+
Average 2.10 4.15 3.42 3.28 n/a 3.64
width (n=8) (n=106) (n=99) (n=52) (rF265)
Maximum 3.7 12.9 9.7 11.0 n/a 12.9
width {GR#1} ({GR#53) {GR#9) {GR#45) {4-53)
Average 1.43 3.15 2.95 2.61 n/a 2.92
height (n=8) (n=106) (n=99) (n=52) (n=265)
Maximum 3.8 8.0 11.1 6.8 n/a 11.1
height {(GR#1) ({GR#53) {(GR#81} {(GR#18) {5-81)
Average n/a 0.40 0.43 0.44 n/a 0.43
thickness (n=0) (n=2) (n=8) (n=7) (r=17)
Maximum n/a 0.6 0.7 0.7 n/a 0.7
thickness {GR#103)} {GR#16} {GR#31 {5-16,
and 7-31

GR#62} and

7-62}

* Dimensions are in feet

e Not applicable - no gravestones in Lazareto
only type Os

* % GR# is grave number,

+ Cemetery number - grave number

from cemetery map

Leper Colony,
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cemetery is compared, the rankings change slightly:

Dutch Reformed Churchyard (16.4 ft.)

Anglican Churchyard (13.2 ft.)

Catholic Cemetery (13.1 ft.)

Methodist Churchyard (7.6 ft.)

This ranking is repeated for the measure of maximum width:

Dutch Reformed Churchyard (12.9 ft.)

Anglican Churchyard (11.0 ft.)

Catholic Cemetery (9.7 ft.)

Methodist Churchyard (3.7 ft.)

The gravestones in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard are removed
from first to second place when maximum height is noted:

Catholic Cemetery (11.1 ft.)

Dutch Reformed Churchyard (8.0 ft.)

Anglican Churchyard (6.8 ft.)

Methodist Churchyard (3.8 ft.)

What are the implications of these rankings? Since the
height of a gravestone may be linked to degree of status, or
the potential to attract attention, the gravestones of maximum
height will be discussed.

In the Methodist Churchyard, the tallest gravestone is
also the longest and widest gravestone: the single-sized vault
of Jacob Simon van Putten, who died in 1958 at the age of 94
(C#3-GR#1; see Figure 22). Informants reported that he was
a local preacher in the Methodist Church for many years and
the Sunday School Superintendent. A 1local preacher may
substitute for the Methodist minister when the minister is not
available; the minister is the head of the church. Currently,
there are three local Methodist preachers (one of whom is a
van Putten) and a female minister, or lady deaconess. The van

Puttens are reportedly a prominent family on Statia -~ the

Statian Senator to the Staten (Netherlands Antilles
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Government) in Curacao is a van Putten and the brother of a
current local Methodist preacher.

The tallest gravestone in the Dutch Reformed Churchyard
is the family-sized vault of the Hill, Brouwer, Lampe, Groebe,
and Pundt families (C#4-GR# 53; see Figure 23). The last
memnber of these related families still living on Statia, Frans
Siegfried Lampe, reported that the Lampes emigrated from the
Netherlands to Curacao in 1713; a member of the Hill family
came to Statia in the 1770s as a merchant. Mr. Lampe's great-
grandfather, James Hill, reportedly built this vault in 1860.
Members of these families served as Lieutenant-Governor in
1836-1837 and 1876-1885 (Theophilus G. Groebe), and from 1894-
1901 (Abraham J.C. Brouwer) (Hartog 1976a).

The Catholic Cemetery's tallest gravestone towers above
all other gravestones in the survey; it is the tomb of the
Catholic priests and nuns (C#5-GR#81; see Figure 24). The
first recorded burial in this tomb took place in 1880. The
tomb built in 1880 may have consisted of cut stone; the
slanted top which comes to a point may have been added in the
20th century. The top portion appears to be made of concrete,
which was not in use in 1880. The upper portion of the top
resembles a crown, although this is debatable.

In the Anglican Churchyard, the tallest gravestone is the
single person-sized vault of Nathaniel Mussenden, who died in
1927 at the age of 57 (C#7-GR#18; see Figure 25). Hartog
(1976a) mentions a Benjamin I. Mussenden who served as the tax

collector (the previous title of the Assistant Lieutenant
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-Governor, or Administrator) from 1919-1924. Another
Mussenden is buried in the Anglican Churchyard - Elizabeth
Mussenden, who died in 1768 at the age of 2 years (C#7-GR#50).
Elizabeth is buried in a single child-sized vault covered by
a marble plaque. When a young child is commemorated by an
imported plaque, the implication is that the family is of high
status. The child is too young to have an achieved status,
so the status must have been ascribed (present since
birth).

The third Mussenden in the sample is a child who was
buried in a family-sized vault in the Dutch Reformed
Churchyard - William Henry Mussenden, who died in 1819 at the
age of 1 year (C#4-GR#49). This child is also commemorated
by an individual plaque made of marble. Whether all of these
Mussendens are related is not known, but it is likely. The
Mussenden family used to live in the house in Oranjestad which
is presently the College of William and Mary's archaeology
laboratory; the family's "descendants no longer live on the
island" (Hartog 1976a:120).

Another factor which has been linked to status is the
placement of a wall around a space larger than the individual
grave, marking off an area of "territory." Such a wall could
also serve to increase the distance between graves, further
setting apart the enclosed gravestone. The presence of such
a wall or fence was noted in only three cases in the sample,
once in each of the following cemeteries: The Methodist, Dutch

Reformed, and Catholic graveyards (see Table 17).



TABLE 17

WALLS AND STATUS INFORMATION BY CEMETERY

C#3 C#4 C#5 C#7 C#11
Meth. Dutch Cath. Angl. Leper All

Variable Chyd. Ref. Cem. Chyd. Leper Censs.
Wall or
fence:
-present=* 1 1 1 0 o 3

(12.50) (0.94) (0.99) (0) (0) (1.12)
-grave

number 1 51 81 -- -- --

—-composition metal cut concrete

chain- stone wall

link and
fence concrete
wall

Status
information
in
inscription:
-present 2 25 11 11 0] 49

(25.0) (23.58) (10.89) (20.75) (0) (18.28)

* Number in parentheses is percentage of this cemetery's

gravestones
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The gravestone 1in the Methodist cemetery which is
enclosed by a metal chain-link fence is that of Jacob Simon
van Putten, the local Methodist preacher who died in 1958 and
who was mentioned previously in the discussion of dimensions
(C#3-GR#1; see Figure 26). The gravestone in the Dutch
Reformed Churchyard surrounded by a cut stone and concrete
wall is that of Ann G. van Putten, who died in 1944 (C#4-
GR#51; see Figure 27). What is interesting is that these two
people appear to have been husband and wife: the inscription
of Ann's gravestone includes "This monument was erected by her
beloved husband J.S. van Putten."

The Catholic Cemetery's gravestone which is enclosed by
a concrete wall is the tomb of the priests (C#5-GR#81; see
Figure 28). The upright concrete posts seem to have been
connected previously by metal chain-links.

The last category of data to be discussed is the status
information derived from gravestone inscriptions (see Table
17). If an inscription contained any of the following
information it was judged to indicate status: the deceased's
occupation, title, familial relationships, and maiden name.
The cemeteries with the highest percentages of gravestones
with inscriptions indicating status are the Methodist
Churchyard (25%) and the Dutch Reformed Churchyard (24%). Not
far behind them is the Anglican Churchyard, at 21%. The
cemeteries with the smallest percentages of gravestones with
status-indicating inscriptions are the Catholic Cemetery (11%)

and Lazareto Leper Colony (0%).
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Each gravestone was only counted once; status information
from additional people commemorated was included. In only two
cases, the main person had no status information present and
the additional person(s) did have status information given
(C#5-GR#43 and C#7-GR#45 - see Figure 29 and Appendix B,
Survey Data). In general, status information concerning
occupation and/or title, i.e. esquire, was limited to 18th-
century gravestones. Twentieth-century inscriptions with
status information primarily relate familial relationships,
i.e. mother, and/or maiden name.

The previously-discussed gravestones surrounded by a wall
or fence all have status information in their inscriptions.
Jacob Simon van Putten's inscription mentions the status of
"father" (C#3-GR#1). Ann G. van Putten's inscription implies
the status of "wife" by mentioning her "husband J.S. van
Putten" (C#4-GR#51). The Catholic priests and nuns' tomb
lists the statuses of Reverend Father and Reverend Sister

(C#5-GR#81) .



CHAPTER V
FURTHER OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING

MORTUARY BEHAVIOR IN ST. EUSTATIUS

There are aspects of mortuary behavior in St. Eustatius
that are not apparent when examining the survey data. 1In this
chapter the following four topics will be discussed: local
craftsmen of gravestones in the 19th and 20th centuries; 18th-
century merchants buried on Statia; funerals and burials on

Statia; and grave decorations.

Local craftsmen in the 19th and 20th centuries

During the cemetery survey, it was noted that certain
marble plaques dated in the 1840s and 1850s had similar
characteristics: the deceased was a young child; the
inscription often began with the words "Sacred to the Memory
of"; the corners or borders of the plaque were often decorated
with semi-circles; age was denoted "AGD"; the letter "s" was
often slanted; a four-line verse usually appeared at the
bottom of the plaque; a circle with two extending lines often
divided sections of the inscription; and the plaques were
signed "F," "Fabio," or "I.J. Fabio". Rubbings were made for

most of these plaques (see Figures 30 and 31 for examples).
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No one the author spoke to on Statia concerning these
plaques could remember anyone named Fabio who carved stone,
which is not surprising given the age of the plaques. Several
Fabios are buried in marked graves on Statia (in the 01d
Church, cCatholic, and Dutch Reformed graveyards), but none
match the initials on the plaques.

The Fabio family on Statia dates back at least to 1781:
a Fernando Fabio appears on a list of burghers (merchants)
from February 20th, 1781. This man is listed as having no
wife, no children, and no slaves. A John William Fabio died
in 1859 at the age of 69 and is buried in the Catholic
Cemetery (C#5-GR#97). The plaque is dedicated by his son,
J.R. Fabio, and is lying on top of the broken and cracked
vault, detached (see Figure 32). The back of this plaque
appears to have been partially carved, perhaps for practice;
the back reads "DIED Asleep in Jesus". The carved
inscription on the front of this plaque appears amateurish in
quality: the lettering in words is of unequal size, i.e. each
letter in the word "DAYS" becomes smaller than the one before;
the design is very plain.

This plaque is evidence that I.J. Fabio was probably no
longer carving plaques in 1859; the deceased - John William -
was probably a relative of his and the plaque was obviously
not carved by "I.J." The back of the plaque also contains a
rough approximation of the «circle with two extending
horizontal 1lines which characterizes Fabio-style plaques;

perhaps someone was attempting to copy the Fabio "trademark."
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The gravestones which contain "Fabio" plaques are similar
- single-tier rectangular vaults of cut stone and mortar -
possibly indicating that "I.J." was also a mason (see Figure
33). It would be interesting to see if the plaques were ever
exported to other islands after they were carved.

With the small population of Statia, it is impractical
for anyone to construct or import gravestones for sale full-
time. The men who construct Statia's gravestones are masons
who also construct houses, cisterns, and other structures.
This may account for the fact that some pre-20th-century
cisterns have curved (rounded) tops, similar to curved-top
gravestone vaults.

Gravestone-makers on Statia today are masons who work for
the local government or are privately-employed. Informants
who construct gravestones described their construction and
costs. A relatively inexpensive box-shaped concrete vault
costs approximately 800 guilders ($480 US; one guilder=60
cents US) (see Figure 34). The main materials needed, and
their cost, are: 100 concrete blocks (100 guilders or $120
US); 10 sacks of cement (100 guilders or $60 US); and two
types of sand, and metal to go over the decking (150 guilders
or $90 US). The gravediggers are paid 80 or 90 guilders to
dig a hole by hand with shovels ($50 US). Sand can be
purchased (280 guilders for a truckload - $168) or may be
collected on the beach. After labor costs for two men, profit

may amount to 200 to 300 guilders ($120 to $180 US).
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Adding extra tiers or a vertical wall costs extra money.
A concrete cross costs an extra 25 guilders ($15 US). The
most expensive gravestones made on Statia are those covered
with ceramic tiles: the cost of importing tiles wavers, but
adds approximately 500 guilders ($300 US) to the price. The
total price of a vault with tiles is approximately 2000
guilders ($1200 US).

Bags of cement are imported from Puerto Rico or Santo
Domingo. Cement shortages on Statia are common - in three
months, 10,000 bags are often used. This was the case during
the ten weeks of fieldwork for this study - no tombs were
built because there was reportedly no cement on the island.
The burials that took place during the author's stay on Statia
were below-ground burials marked with a mound of earth and one
or two concrete blocks and/or cut flowers and artificial
flowers (see Figures 35 and 36).

If a family wants to import a plaque, they arrange it
themselves; sources of plaques include St. Kitts and the
United States. An imported, hand-painted porcelain plaque can
cost close to $200 US.

The government reportedly used to pay for the labor and
material costs of gravestones for Statians, but stopped this
practice in early 1989. Any resident who reaches age 62 on
the island receives a pension from the government. After
death, the family receives the pension for three months. If
someone on a pension dies whose family can't afford a

gravestone, the government would dock the pension for the cost
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