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Ohapter I. The Backaround.

I regret exceedingly Mr, Jefferson's recolution to

retire, and almopt as much the premature annuneciation
of that determination, It almost presludes a revision
of hic purpose, to say nothing of the intrigues which
it will sot on foot, If I were sure that Monroe would
susceed Wim, my regret would be very mush diminiched,

- John Bandolph to Albert Qal-
latin, October 25, 1805,

Theos worde, writton by John Randolph, the Ohsd rusn of the
Woys and Meana Qémi%as of the House of Representatives, to
Thomas Jefferson's Secretary of the Treasury, are the perfect
prologue to the drama of the slection of 1808, Although Ran-
dolph's regret at the Precident's pending desire for retire-
ment was soon to be erased, his preiﬂze@:r of "intrigues® and
his speculation about the suscessor, provide am introduction
to one of the leact studied precidentisl elections in American
bl story.

By the end of Jefferson's first advinigtration, the phen-
omenon of party politics bad become a fairly well-established
tradition, However, in studying the period of “Jeffersonian
Democracy” most pelitical scientlsts and historians have be-
come so precccupled with the struggle between the Republicens
and the onoe~powerful Federalists, that they tend to ignore to
some degree, or refuse to acknowledge, the two-fold significance

of the development of what Jefferson, himself, called the ”gohigan”



wvithin s own parw.a

This defecting group, under the leadership of Jobn Ran~
dolph of Roanoke, became in tims the firet third-party move~
ment in our political h&a&ex&,g as well as the precursor of
that spirit of s&gtﬁmnm which wap eventually to erupt into
deadly ’coufua&; half-gentury later, Qoubining an abhorrence
of Federalist cemtralization with an extreme states-righto
philosophy of government, the Tertium Qus,as,}* as this group
has conms to be a.tyleé, oharted a sourae of opposition that
could not be cen‘".aiaipﬁﬁ. with either of the major pamea, and
which aur*t;ézed the embers of state soversignty for future gen~
erations to i"a;n‘mte' the 'f’;tame;ot’ violencs and bloodshed,

The Quiddiet movement was essentially a Southorn reaction?
against what wae oonsidered to iw.r Jefferson's abandonment of
his striet construstipnist, agrarian ideals of 1800, for the
embrace of the opposition's centralizing tendencies, The Quids
reprasented the nmaarmﬁi% iam%«halé&ug ard stosracy of the
ultra~gtate's rights aahéol, and looked (with vazfy&;xg degrees
of moderation) upon popular émammnt na at beat, A necsgeary
evil, to be inflicted wpen the electorate with as littie pain
as possible, Edmund Burke was their political and philosophical
mentor, and in his conservative declarations they found the
principles upon which a sound political foundation for the pres-
ervation of their soolety might reet. Essentinlly Anglophilic

in their foreign perspective, thay ¢ould not abide the pro-French



outlook of the Je?f%iapaiaaa, and they adjudged Napoleon Bona-
parte to be the *grwat deflowsrer of the viﬁgiazty of repub-
116s,"6

The oppocition of the Tertiun Quide embraced less than o
decade in American hiastery, from the opening attacks against
the adminietration's comprosise on the Yazoo land claims in
1804, to the futile efforts to stem the azbitions of the War-
hawks in the Twelfth Oongreos, However, the culmination of
the movement was reashed in the election of 1808, In their
abortive efforte to elest Jamee Monroe to the presidensy over
the candidacy of Jefferaonte Seoretary of State and "heir appar-
ont®, James Madison, the Quide achieved an initial wnity of
putrpose that they had not possgesed at any othar time,

After the election which reculted in a decisiva viotory
for Madioon, the Quids wers a broken and divided group, Var-
isus nmembers returned %o the old party and the new adeinistration,
others retired from active partieipation in political affalrs,
until by the time of the debatee preceding the declaration of
war in 1812, John Randolph could not depend much more than upon
the sterile Pederalists for support, His opposition to the VWar
of 1812 oocaaioned hip defent Ffor re-sleotion to the Thirteenth
Congress, and with hle temporary retirenent the last active ves-

tiges of Quiddiet reeotion csased,
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- The leader and mast Lafluential meuber of the Tertium
Quids wae the brilliant and erratic Jomm Randolph of Rsanoke,l
The colon of an aristocratie, oonservative Virginian f%miiiy-
of anoient and proud antesedents,® Randolph was one of the
most remarkable men of his day. He was the mtohless 0mi«or
of the House of Representatives in Wis early years, thé most
opinionated individual of hig time, a man whe gioriﬁ_.eé in
the role of denwmciator and antagonizoer, Possessed aﬁ'éﬂ' smas =~
fated and ghostlike countensnse; eontinually racked uij:h phy~
sical infirmaties; with a temperment of violent hosti a;‘;;t.y' and
sxtreme seneibility, Rendolph was (and otill is) one af the
woat controversial political figures of hia ora, In hifs enthug~
fasm and devotion to the p%‘imipies_ which he ﬁaﬁabmﬁhé& for
himgself, he exhibited o concletency that-was rare among both
hie ansaosiates and his adversaries. The word W did
not oscupy a prominent place in he extensive vmaauhry;

Once he had doterzined the course which he imtendsd Yo puresus,
no amount of oriticiem or argument could temper his posttion,
The late Olaude Bowers has said that %In ithe armory of
bio oratorical genius the weapons mpst feared by hie victime
woere bhose of wit, satire, carcuasm, and inveetive, In the use
of these no other man in Ameriocan hietory has been gso ruthlsss

and devasmﬁags“g The same author continues: "No human deing



ever wae a groater master of vituperation, and none ever had
a greater vosabulary of acidic words. None sver matohed his
verbal abuse and hic flerce and savage and contompiuous manner.
In another gemeration Thad Stevens was to orueh the u§vor&ng
with a meat-axe; dud Randolph used rapler. ags& dagger emd out
his victime to shrods bt by bit, salting the meé; \;a,‘:e he pro-
e_mcieéﬁm

John Randolph has not fared particularly well in the
Judgement of hietery. His biographers, with one exception, have
tried to present himin a ma‘%'; favorable light, but in almost
every other inotance he comes off with more tarnish than lustrs,
The biographers of James Mandigon, Henry QOlay, and the others
with whom he came in sonflict, generally present him in a nost
unflattering attdtude. This 45 indeed unfortunate because Jokm
Rendolph descerves impartial ooneideration if anyone ever did,
for his convictions wore too desp~rooted to be tonssed off merely
as evidence of "nevrotic geazway“n and his actions certaianly
transcond the level of the "beardlees ecoentrie” or the “un-
rivalled bully,"3

Ag ohairman of the powsrful House Jommittee on Ways and
Henns, Randelph wae an influential lieutenant of Thomas Jeffer~
son's during the first aduinistration, and to hinm my be oredit-
ed much of the ease with which the President’s legisiative pro~
gramg were cnaoted, but his independent apirit often roce to the

fore and octasionsd some feelinge of resentment on the part of



his colleagues. Although his oratorical powers were early
recognized, it 4o only after the ¥break® with the aduind g~
tration that his ﬂpem% tongue zﬂ&aiw madé its oting felt.
In opite of his genius, he wes not a leader,

Randoiph's philippic eddresscs before the Houss ars clae~
efoo of their kind, He was the master of the art of sarcaem,
caring not a whit vhom he atmkéa, nor in what direction hie
iwactive was directed, His remark upon %ﬁ osccaston of Righ~
az‘d Rush's appoiatmam. ag Comptroller of the Treasury Lo an
excellent example - “never were ahuitaes 80 much below med-
imrit; s0 well rewarded; no, not wtwn Migu}.a s horae wae
made Gonaul."w A”

This, then, wae the man meg recponsibvle for the Tertium
Quids, His personality ie refleoted in every astion taken by
that group, and vhen i;a faltersd, the whole movement collapsed,
John Randelph so dominated Quiddiam tm;k. s associastes and
colleagues pale by ocomparison, but there are two at least who
are cortainly worthy of aotice.

Jolm Taglor of Oaroline has been termed the "philosopher®
of the Quiddiat wvément.m His position wao escontially
per&pheml aﬁace he was not an active politician ond lived in
viﬁaual retiroment on e eata%e in Virginde, ke Randolph he
was an aristocrat, but hls eemv&m.iana wers not so conslatent,
and on occasion the two men differed stronzly. Taylor was more

amenable to the exigencies of & siiuation, and oould view a given



of rounstance with a detachoent and eerenity coumpletely iuwpog~-
sible for Randolph,

He was an egig;ml supporter of Thomse Jefforson, but
ag the President steadily retroutad from e carly i;ﬁaaka, Tay~
lor loet confidence in him, snd looked upon & continuance of
his poliotes (by Madieon) me detrimental to the best interests
of the nation, Hie anizosity towerds James Madison oscasioned
Wi s chanpioning Monroe éor the pra_eidemy, although he was
fully aware of the onormous riglk attendant upon a realization
of that cbjective. Taylor never really identified himself outs
wardly with Randolph'e faction, but in hio antagoniem towsrd
the admlniatration and Me support of Monroe, he ia generally
asoorded the reputation of belng a Quid. For ali{ intents and
purpopes their ideals were identiocal, although Taylor exhibited
a moderation that wap foreipgn to tha-mﬁar&_t}* of the Honree
supporters;

A closer friend of Randﬁpn.‘a, and a more active Quid,
wao Hathaniel Macon of North Jarolina,t? the Speaker of the
Houss of Representatives during the Saveath, Eighth, and Ninth
Uongresses, Macon had been 2 ‘iewﬁe@ follower of Jsfferaon
and hia policles, dut with the disclosure of the Yazoo frauds
in 1804, he began to follow the lead of 'Raaéolph and allied
himpelf with the dlgcidents. Jeffercon tried to reoonoile him,
but Macon pera&‘ateﬂ in e apyeaniqﬁ and wag writien off by the
aduinlietration forcos. Althougsh he wae & oonslstent Quid and open-



1y advooated the retirement of Mudison from further publie
1ife, hin choice of a suscessor was not Monros, but the Secre=~
tary of the Treaogury, Albert Gallatin, During the debates

over J;affevmn*a enbarge in 1807, he broke with Randolph and
eventually becams an open supporter of the war with Great Brit-
ain, oven though he consistently opposed all wilitary and nav-.
al appropriations fir defense and prapm‘aﬁim@ “

Other Quids of varying loyalties included Janes xa-iezmr
@arnett, Benjacin Watking Leigh, George Hay, Edwin Gray, Lit-
tletbn W. Tagewsll, and Thomng Ritohte, all of V4 rgi.ni&f Rich~-
ard Stenford, Thomas l%ymg, and Joseph ¥Winston, of North Caro-
iina; Jopeph Micholson of Maryland; Caesar Rodney of Delaware;
and -- James Monroe.

Monroe 1s the leest consistent and understandable member
of the Quiddist mevemont, Unlike Randelph, Taylor, end Maconm,
his defection from the Jeffereonian ranke was not based upon
any moral or political principles, nor did he engage in open
debats with the Proeldent and the Seoretary of State. On the
contrary, Honroe's identification with Lhe eohipm, as we shall
oee, may be lald almoet exclusively to personmal reagong, and
vhen events ;adﬁ.aataé that his own ambitions wight suffer as a
result of hie defeotion be was quick to compromioe and play
both sides to hie own advantage. Of the whole group, Honroe was
by far the most accomplished politisian., He recognized the dan-

gers of suorifioing expediency for principle, and in thie re-



spect, in contrast to almost all the others, he onerged from
the funeral-pyre of the election with Mo own reputation and
influence relatively intact.

The course of James ap:xma‘é vandi daoy for the preamengy
in 1808 ae tha wajor factor Lo the oppocition of the *fexﬁvm;
Quide La the eaaen%&‘l gubstance of this study, eravar, 'm
underotand how this came about, we must first briefly examm
thg ol reumstances which proupted the brsak with the aﬁg@n&swg
tration and the ultimate decielon of the mloontents to all etrfz-
ate themselves from the Republican majority and pursus an inde-

pendent course of opposition,

The whole executive governgent has hed & blae to
the Yazoo interosts ever since I had & seal here.
This is the original edn which has created all the
meohiefo which gentlenmon pretend to throw on the
impressment of our seamen snd UGod knows what! . . .
The Yazoo business ie the beginning %gd the end,
the Alpha and Omega of our alphabdet.®

- Johu Rendolph, March 29,
1806,

Despite the fast that Jokm Randolph himoelf hae given ue
a polnt of departure through bBis first reference to "gquiddien’
and a third party in 1806, it is relatively diffioult to estab-
lieh a paiﬁeuisr moment when the conserted opposition of the

Roanoke planter and hip fow dissident fellowers began to achieve
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the proportions of actusl robellion within the Republican’
Party. A oyriad of dates within the years 1804 and 1805 might
be pregented which could bo sonveniontly taken to represent
o definite breach in agreewent with the aduinictration, but.
the real extent of the 4issffoetion exiends back ag far as
the infarous Tazoo land ecandals of 1793, As Randolph rather
propheticly put 1%, this was "the beginning and the end, the
Alpha and Omega of our alphabet.'}7

In January, 1795, the Genrgis legislature authoriged the
Jovernor of that state to sonvey Lo the reprecontatives of
four land sompaniest8 the title to mors than thirty-five
mtllion nores of frontier land extending to the Missiesippl
River for the sum of five mmdred thousend dollars.’? This
bargain rate of approximately one and one~half cento per aore,
coupled with the faot that the loglslature bad been bribed
almost to the man to effcct the authorization, brouzht sbout
a otorm of public indignation in Geurgla which ounlminated in
the election of an entirely new legtelature in 1796, The new
agsombly nullified the previsus sele, but only after several
rillion acres of the land hnd besn ﬁapweﬁ of by the land
company epeculators, mostly to New inglenders, at a profit of
over one million dollars.20

To further complisato mtiers, the United States Govera-
ment, in 1798, appmyﬁ&%éd ouch of the disputed area into the
naewly organized Miesiselppl Territory, ignoring the claims



BOLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY

whlah the gtate of Georgie had asserted to its juriediotion
over the land in its constitution of that same ymt.m When
Jefferson came to the presidency in 1801, he appointed a com-
m ggion composed of three members of hip cabinet: Jamee Mad-
foun, Seoretary of States Albert Gallatin, Beovetary of the
Treasury; and Levi lincoln, Attormey-3eneral, to investigate
the eonflieting claims of jurlsdiotion over the area in gques~
'%‘sim..‘.?a | | o
In April, 1802, the conmission scoured an agreemsnt
wharohy Georgia egreed. to the cension to the federal govern—
ment of the dlapwted territory in retum for a payment of ons
"'@Xﬁm two hundred end fifty thousand dellars, The under~
standing was tLhat the government of the United Stmtes would,
among other things, ascume the obligation of investigating the
validity of the grante of the many c¢laimants {both individuals
and land gpeculators) who had invested in the land prior to
the rescinding action of the Georgla Legislature in 1796.25
It was further stipulated that a total of five million acres
of land in the Mipsiesippt Territory was to be set aside to
setisfy any titles or claims that might ariss as a result of
the t,muafar’%

On the basls of thip agreement, the President's commi s~
sion prooceeded to examine and cauéidor the validity of both
individual and oompany tities. On February 34, 1803, the sou~
sdesionors reporied that although in thelr estimation the titles



to the land were not valid, the intersets of the United
States, "the trenquility of thoge who may hereafter inhabit
that territory, and various equitable considerations which
way be urged in favor of moet of the present cla&m%a, ren~-
dar 4t sxpedient to enter into a compromise on reawéabla
terns, "> 1In effeot, the cladmants were to be aff':er;ga what
remained of the five mllion acres of land after eétéblished
settlers had been gatisfied, or else they might acée{%&t their
indemity in the form of lend certificates of an &%p%opri&t«e

]

value, i

ity

s

To John Randolph thig was & compromise with aér%upt&m
and fraud, Ao a vieitor in Georgie ;c!zex; the ascandal i‘:roke,
he had witnessed at first-hand the revulsion with which the
¢iﬁ$ﬁna-0£ that gtate had greeted the rgvelations;; énd had
himself been horrified at the disclosures of bribery and
sollusion that accompanied the grants, By effecting a som-
promise, the adeinistration was oloeing Lts eyes to corrup~
tion, and he determined to resiat suoh & dealing with all
the power and influence at his caumné; |

The report of the commlaslioners was pragented t'n Jony~
gress in Pabruary, 180%, but it was not until thé'next year
that -actual debate on the proposals began, Meanwhi le, Ran~
dolph had offered several resolutions aimed at defeating the
sompromiae, and on Pebruary 20, 1804, he presented a sories
of 4exght repolves which ranged variably éver the whole field
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of his opposition, In the firet place, he maintained thet the
Georgia Legislature had not had the right to alienate terri-
tory except for the public good; that consequently the Legle-~
lature of 1796 had tha‘éewar to abrogate the lmproper actions
of ito predecessor; snd that the recsinding sction was not in
canfiiaZ?iznet&tuﬁianax principles, He demanded, therefore,
that no portion of the five nillion acres set aside by the
agreement of 1802 be used to couwpensate the olaimants whose
titles rested on the irresponsible astion of the Legislature
of 1795.%

On Mareh 7, Randolph delivered the first of geveral
spesches before the House in support of M e regolutions, He
pet the tenor of hie poeition thust "No eourse that can be
pursued shall prevent me from bringlng out the sence of the
House, Whether the gquestion on these resolutions shall be at~
tempted to be got rid of by the previous gquestion, or by a
postponement, 1 will have the sense of the House expressed to
the public; for thls is one of the ¢ages which, once being en-
goged in, I oan never desert or relinquish #4111 I have exer-
cioed every energy of mind snd faoulty of body I poseess in
refuting 2o nefaricus a project,”27

Hi s arguments were charaoteristically distinguiched wore
by their moral indignation then by sound legal reasoning. Po-
litical expediency wap mever a fector in Randolph's conduot,

and as bls blographer mays, "4 ip fupoesible not to feel the



glow of hie kindling imagination and fine woral passionj
but alomg with it, Lo communicated to the roader the inevi-
table reflection that ., . . £t was imposeible for & man %o
continue to bo the mastér of the House of Representativas,
who unkalteringly opposed s conpromise in a dubious coubroe-
vorey . « . +"20 ‘On Maroh 12, the House voted to postpone
further debate until the next sesslon of %ngree&.ag

In Janudry, 18095, Randolph renowed his attack on the
sompromige, and struck out viciously at Gideon Granger, the
Postmaster-Jeneral, who had been oceen openly soliciting votes
in favor of the commiseioner’s report, Alluding to Granger's
previous interssts in the Wsstern Regerve gpeculation, Ran-
doliph lashed out at "His gigantioc grasp ‘{;mcﬁ anbraces
vith one hand the chores of Lake Erke end stretohos with the
other 4o the Bay of Mobile,"”C He aoked, "Are heads of execu~
tive departments of the governnent to be brought into this
House, with all the influence and patronage attashed to them,
to exhort from us now what wae refueed at the last session
of Uongreee? I hope not, Sir, but, if they are, and if the
aborinable villainy, pracsticed upon and by the Legielature of
@eorzia in 1795, 18 now to be glossed over, I, far one, will
apk what seourity they by whom it shall de done can offer for
their reputations detter than can be glven for the oharacter
of that Legislature, I will pin myself upon thie text, and
proach upon 1t aa long as I have 14fe,* 7}
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Dledaining to fesl compascion for the purchacers of the
land from the speculating companies, Randolph maintained that
since the of roumstances of the original grant wers public
knowledge, "They [éhe wmh&a&rﬁ offer, indeed, to virtue,
the only howage whioh ashe L5 ever likely to roceive at thelr
handa -~ the homage of thelr hyposriny,®>2

Turning to the purchase of the land by the federal gov-
erpment in 1602, he maintained that & recoupense to the speo~
ulators would, in effecet, “record & solemn acinowledgament
that Congress hag wnfalrly and dishonestly obtained fron
Goorgla a grant of land, to which that state no longer poosess«
ed a title, having previously sold it to others for a valuable
conosideration, of whish trausaction CQongregs was at the tims
fully apprized. Are you prepared to make this hurdliating ocon~
feanion? To identify yourselves with the swindlerg of 17957
To acknowledgo that you have unfairly obteinad frow another
that to whioh you kmow he had no title?®3 Thio was the oruz
of bis leogel argument againet the cowprouise, end had he pur-
sued it more determinedly and abandoned some of the¢ personal
abuae and tone of high moral principles in his speeches, he
wght have been more effective in hin opposition.

Despite Randolph's bast efforts, the House, on Februargy
2, 1805, voted to dirset tho coumtsslioners to proceed with
their preposals and attempt & fingl settlement of the cutstand~
ing ciatmaﬁ“ The vote wae ¢loss, aixty-three to fifty-eight



in favor of the resolution, with all bub two of the Virginia
delegation voting with Randolph on the cide of the opposition.
The Yazoo debates represent the apaning wedpge in the
split within the Republican Party that led to intornal oppoei-
tion to the ﬁaﬂiém'oﬁhﬁm& in 1808, Prior to 1804 there
hiad been little dimgfeamt* among the leading figurés of
the adiinistration and %ngréaa, but after the revelation of
what had ‘%mmpimﬁ in Geargia, sod the subsequent efforts of

!

JePferson's conml sgioners ws repaly pomo of the damagee, there
‘was an irreparable et théfé‘% threatened s serious mupture, John
Randolph wes primarily responstble for Yais tur of events.
gueh Puture Quids as Kaﬁx’aﬁiii Haoon, Joseph Hisholson (the
author of the erigimi rese*u%im inedrporating the comprouiee),
and Jaeoer Rodney of a@zamr% were for the most part mere sym~
pathotic observers. The ”‘Barw of Rosnoke” fought this batile
with very little asei stance fwm bis aupporters,

That the transsctions iﬁ Georgla weré perpstrated under
the oost que&ﬁm&ble of 6iroumstances in 1795 there could be
‘no doubt, The fact that the legislature was bribed by the pur~
shasers was enough %o give the whole affalr an aura of indecency.
The subsequent interference by the federal gévernment was en-~
Wrely tos much For Randblph to take, Through the rescinding
aotion of the Legislature of 1796 the people of Georgis had
attenpted to sbrogate the grante of Lhe preceding year end re-
‘store the land to its original jurlasdiotion, By what right then
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did the federal governmont organige this land into a neéw tﬁ?d*
tory? The title was back in the handa of the atate, and that
atate had not. given up her cleim to the land when the United
States attached Lt for other purposss.

The conpromise wae, Lv itoelf, an anomaly becaupe the
sotion of the federal governmant $n taking the land proved that -
1? had considered the origdual grant to the speculators to be
ii}imzﬁd, Yot the aduinietration was atterpting to provide con-
péﬁ%ﬁim for purchnaers whoee title; therefors, was not, and
c'% uld not, be recognized by the United States. As Randolph
ijsém Puith what face could the President recommend or Congress
egxdeavor to obtein from Georgla a cegeion of the whols or any
part of the land within her Indien boundaries, {f they belivved,
that the land in queetion had been conveyed to others by a falr
and bona fide sale; 4. .they attached to the Aot of Januwmry,
1795, anp idea of validityy®dd |

* The part that Jazes Hadison played in thls affalr identd-
fied him in Randolph's mind with corruption end fraud. As
Séeretary of 8tate, Madison was the ranking member both of the
cabinet and of the commioslon whish reported the compromioe,
Randolph constdered hio alumcet entirely rsoponsible for the
report, as well as for the speech deliversd in its fover by
his brother-in-law, Representative John 4. Jackson of Virginia,
duat how or why Gallatin ecccaped ths wrath of Randolph at this

time 1o not entlirely clear, but the two men .remained fairly
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slose friends wntil the Virgiﬁim tried to involve the Seore~
tary in his later fintrigues, at whioh tims the latier abotain~
ed from any further intercourse with the Quid's leader,

Randolph's opposition was & natural reaction when one
considers his personalily and beskground, bub this e not to
say, as Hr, Brant does, that "His temyéar— aesavlt on Madison
6 a 'azoo man' was a caloulated prostitution of the truth
to political demagogy and nevrotic jealouey,®® nor that
the reasons for Randolph's animostty to the Secretary of State
*He . . ) in the realm of psyohlatry,’>7

'The intensity of John Randolph's opposition to the Yageo
compromise had oertainly not escaped the eye of Themas Jeffer-
eon, Uriting to Wilson Cary Nlsholas on Mareh 26, 1805, the
President oxpressed his opinidn that the emerging divieton
within Republican ranks were “distreseing,” but *‘uatsmlei#é@tw
ed to m,“% However blmeé Jeffarson umay ﬁma appeared at
thio time, hig later letters indicate thﬁt the deﬂfeatim wan
cauging him no little cencern, and that he regretted constider~
ably Randolph's determination to follow an indepeudent course of
astion.

John Randolph wae not yet prepared to engage in open con-
troversy with the adwinistration and alienate himaself end his
followers completely from the Republican wajority. On the con='
trary, he wished to cooperate with Jefferson ae well he could
without being inconeistent with his principles, However, the
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President's policy with regard to Bpanish Florida soon pro-
vided the otimulue for an open breach, and the subsequent

formation of the Tertium Quids,
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Ohapter IX, The Break,

I came here prepared to cooperate with the Gov-~
ernment in all 4its meagurea, I teld them so. Bub
1 soon found there was no choice lef¢, and that
to coopernte in them would be to destroy the nate
fonnl charaster. I found I sight cooperate or be
an honest man. I have therefaore opposed and will
oppuse them,

~ John Randolph, April 7, 16806,}

When the first session of the Ninth Gongress opened on
?acembar 2, 1803, Nathanie) Macon was .renexmtm Spasker of
é,he Houee, but only after three ballots had been taken, and
a concerted ari‘art to depose him fmd been dofeated. Macon's
inconspioucus identification with the anti-conpromiaee forces
during the Yazoo debates of the preceding seselon and his
intimte friendship with Jobn Randolph had prompted e defin-
ft0 movement to replace him in the Speaker's chair with some-
ons more amsnable to the administration's wighea. There Lo no
indication, however, that Jefferaon took any personal imter~
et in the eff'ort to oust the 3pesker. On the contrary, he
still appeared to hold the North Jarclinian in high regard,
both as an individual and as a party member:®

¥ith Mason's election aseured, Randolph's appointment
ag Chalirman of the Committes on Wéye. and Means was a certainty.
Purthermore, Macon saw to 14 that t?;xa other members of the

comid ttee were either Pederaliste or strong adhorente of the
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Uhairman sush ag Joseph Nicholson, David R, Willlama of
South Oarolina, and Robert Brown of Pennaylvania, The sole
spokesman for the administration was & freshuan congresetsn
from Hasssohusaits, Barnabas Bidwell.

With the tvo key positions of leadership in the House
of Repressntatives gecurily held by men who were not fully
in acoord wii*{gh My policles, Jefferson might well have pro~
cesded with some prudence in proposing legislation for con-
gressional approval, However, in M s initial recomuendations
to the new congress, he provided the atimulua for the final

break betwoen the aduminietration and the Quide.
i,

Cn Dese@er 3, the day following the opening of the
Hinth Oongress, President Jefferpon precented hie annual
moesazd Yo both housea of that body. It wos an alternatingly
optiriotic and pesalzietic megeage, reflecting the exdgen~
sies of the day, with the executive's recommendatione for
resolving the most preseing of the country's problems. At
a time when France and England were engaged in a great struge
gls to detarmine the destiny of Burepe, Jeffsroon devoted con~
siderable tims Lo & disoussion of the injurles the United
States had guffered at the handa of these two belligerents.

Ha then tutned with warlike tones te 3pain,



Antagoniows along the border of Spanish Plorida be~
twoen the inhabitants of that provinoe and the frontiersmen
of the Bauthégn states had been common gince carly in the
Oolonial Peried. It had beon hoped that with the signing
of Pinckney's Treaty (the Treaty of San lorenzo) in écﬁehu
er, 1795, the United States’ relations with Spain would be
plased on o more amioable basie; however, thls expectation
proved to be illusory. The natural agressivenese of the Yan~
kee, coupled with the inabllity of Spain to control her Ind-
fen inhabltanty effectively, made far'an'exylaa&ve ol tua~
tion, Efforte to obtain a caticfactory recognition of the
boundaries of the Loulsiana Territory by the Spenich govera~
ment had alse failed, ond the American minister iun Hadrid,
Charles Pinckney, had been unable to ascure any settlemsnt
of the outstanding differences. James Monrove, who had been
sent to aid Pinckney in his negotiations, fared uo better,

Aftor enumerating the United States' grievances, Jef«
ferason declared he had “found 1t necessary at length to give
orders to our troops ou that frontder /Florids/ to be in
readiness to protect our oitisens, and to repel by arms aay
elnd Liar aggressions in fuiure,”” fHe then called for a
strengthening of the cuastal defences, additions to the flest
of gwnbosta, and the placing of the militie on an cmsrgeney
baslo.

Very little objection was raleed to the President’s rec-
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camendations, but, unknown to the majority of the legisla-
tors, including John Randolph, another meseage relating to
Spantsh affairs bad been prepared and wac 1o be presented
confidentially %o the Jongress within a few days. In con~-
traot to the strong stand asaumesd in the firat dooumsnt, the
tone of the second was consiliatory, reoognizing that &t waa
more expedient to deal through the chamnels of diplomsey

then through war,” Jeffercon shifted the responelbility for
any chow of force to the legislature, saying "Considering
that Congrecs alene is constitutionally invested with the
pover of changing our condition from peace to war, I have
thought 4¢ oy duty 1o awalt thelr authority for using force
in aay degtee‘whiéii ocould be avoided,*? Taling inte ascount
the fact that Spain wes conelderably wunder the influence of
Frence, he urged that the United States would do well o son-
sider the willingness of the Faris government to getile the
issuee at hand. The negotiations in Madrid bad not gons un-
noticed in the French sapitsl, and Jeffersen polnted out that
"we have roason to belleve that che 4?%@&? way disposed

to offeot a settlement on a plan analogous to what our minioters
had proposed, & so comprehensive ag to remove as far as pos~
sible the grounds of future scllielon & eomtroversy on the
Zastern as well ae Western side of the Missiseippi.'® The
message olosed with an anti-climatis ehifting of reepomalbility

torthe Congress: “But the course to be pursusd will require



the comnand Qf means which 1% belonge to Congress exclua~
1@1}? to yield or te deny, .%K them I communicate every fact
,méterial for thelr iaformation, & the dotumonts necegsary to
enable them to judge for themeelves, To their wiches them

1 look for the course I am to take, ami‘u&ll pursue with
sincere zeal that whioch they shall ;apgmvea“?

_ Gollatin had suggested that a request for an gppwyn*
afc,ﬁ, on be inciuéefi‘ in the mossasge, but Jefferaon declined end
%;eft. it t¢ the ‘Vseag@aw*e d&mmmwg 4o obtain tho money
ﬁéz deal with Ezmaqﬁ 1t was finally decided that Joseph Nich~
aia«m should be asked to introdics & resolutien aff:‘eziag the
adumini strotion's request for an appropriation of tuo millicn
&élkare te susteln negotiations w&.m‘ the French government.

. Meanwhile Gallatin recelved the féilwiug note from Jaf-
ffemoa’ the day af@ex* the presentation Qf“ the secret megeages
"J + Handolph has just called to agk a conversation with ae,
fé:r which purpose he wiil be wiih me tommorrew moralng; every-
thing therefore had better be suspended t11l that, is over,'d
Randolph was in & definnt mood when he called at the Executive
Haneion. He declared that he would never support any attempts
‘tb purchase }*’1@&«3& fron elther France or Spain, and that the
President hacl deceived the sountry by calling for etrong war~
iike memsures in a public declaration, and -};then, secretly plao-
ing the roeponslbility for sny astion ou t'k-m shoulders of the
Gcngresa.m This was the end as far as John Randelph and Thomas
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Jeffarson were oconcerned, It only remained now for the for-
mal brealt to be effected, and the Tertium Quids would besome

a reallty.

Jeffercon's gecond message with its accompanying docu~
ments, was referred by the Speaker to Randolph'e Jomw Ltee
on Yays and Meane. It was deatined to remain there for sever~
al weeks, despite the Pregident's determination to secure
the necessary congressional approval with ap much speed as
peseible.

During this time, Randolph paltd Madieon a visit and was
" informed that the only mothod by which Spain could be in-~
duced to relinquish her oladm to Floride was through the pay~
ment of the two million dollars to France, Randolph later ex-
plained in a speech before the House that lHadison had told
him *Prance would not permit Spain to adjust her differences
with ue; that France wanted money, an& that we must glve it
to her, or heve a Spanich snd French w&r‘ﬁ“n

Un December 14, M®iyh abruptly left Washington for
Baltimore on an errand whioch has various unsatiofactory eéxe-
planationa and interprotations, and did not veturn for a full
week, 12 Nicholson, who was second to the cheirman in rank,

refused to act or recommend action on the message, and since



he was in pogsession of Gallatin's memorsndum vequesting the
finencial appropriation, he was in g position to delay any
é&aia‘i-oﬁ by the comdttee until Randolph's return,

On December 21, Randolph arrived back in ﬁaeh;ngtm and
vas lmmediately premented with a copy of Gallatin's financial
statemont on the Florida purchase, which he promptly tossed
aslde, declaring that he would resist any attempt to deliver
""&%m publis purse %o the first cut-throat that demanded ie,"
that he could not "understand this double set of opinions
and principles, ~- the one mwame,; the other real: I hold
true Iwiadom and cunning to be vtierly 'inw@atih‘iea“w'

Over the proteste of Bidwell, the Jommittes on Vays
and Heans preparsd 8 resclution that igaored the President's

request for s peaceabdle approachi "Resplved, That such nusber

of troops (not excseding .. .eo.......) 88 the President of

t;im United States shall deem gufficient to protect the South~

em ﬁ’ta:ziiiem of the Untted States from Spanish {aroad and

inoult, and to chastise the sams,, ba immediately rajsed,” 14
On Jonvuary 3, 18%, the .rewlm?a was plased before

the House, and after a considerable dobate, was rejected by

a vote of peventy-two o ﬁﬁ‘ty——mmm%ﬁ Bidwell fmrediately

proposed a counter-resclution granting the President's request

for money to deal with :t’gm&gxx powsra, which was pasged on

January 1% end sent to the Senate where it was approved with

little opposition, Jefforson had won the first round, but only
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at the price of u constderable amount of diesension, which

invoked the outspoken hostility of Jobm Randolph,
148,

In addition %o the apaﬁiaﬁ problen, Jefferson's annual
message of ﬁasembar.ﬁ;biaéﬁ*'baﬁ contained a review of the
griovances arising out of the Britiech and French depredations
on United B%Qtes"aemwarei&i vagesle on the high gseas. The
ﬁritish practise of Supressing Anerican seamen into the royal
navy had a particulariy gelling effeoct upon the congressional
leaders. In order to maks an end of this abuse without resort~
ing to forece, Andrew Gregg of Pomnsylvandia offered a resolu~
tion in the House on Jauuary 29, 1806, which called for the
non~importation of Britich commoditica wntil the Unitsd
Stateg had been properly asoured that such viclations would
cease in the future,

John Randoiph immedietely ssized vpon the Gregg reco-—
lution as belng motlvated etrictly by the commercial interests
without due regard for the natlon’s agricultural oitizens;
that the Spanieh inﬁ&rSiana woere much nores deserving of cen-
sure than those of Ingland since they viclated the actual
territory of the ﬁn&téﬁ Stetes; that this country was by nature
not & naval power, and thal Lo antagonlze the Dritlsh navy

in its own clement wes to court disaster; and, finally, that



commercial restriotions ageinet Great Britain would be of
great benefit to France: "How far is 1% politic in the United
States to throw thelr weight into the sonle of France at this
z;mmat»s to make her m:atraag of the sea and land; %o jeop~
ardize the liderties of mankind? Sir, you my help to crush
Grest Britain; you may aseist in breaking down her naval
dominion; but you cannot succesd to it, The Lron scepler
of the ocean will pase finto his hands who wonrs the iroa
srown of the land,”®

| Sensing that the @regg recolution was too all-encompas—
&ﬁg, the sduiniotration indused Nicholoon to offor & substi~
tute meagure whish oalled for non~importation only of thooe
goodp which could be manufactured in the Unlted States. The
Haryland songreseman was only lulke-~warm in his acqulesencs,
howaver, and voted for his own meeaure only after it became
certain that 14 would be fruitless to oppose its pasaage.

in his speeches againot the adopiion of the Gregg resolu-

tion, Randolph did not oonfine hle resmrke %o the ipeue divest~
iy at hand, On the sontrary, He ook advantage of his debating
privilege to cast some very uwncouplimentary observetions in
the direction of Jeffergon end Ma Seovotary of State, Still
nursing the bittemeos of the Florida affalr, he asceiled the

adminsstration £ no woeriain teeng:
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I have befors proteated, and I again proteest,
againet secret {rresponsible, overruling influ-
ence, The firet question I ashed when I gaw the
gentleman's Regolution was, 1s this & neasure

of the Uabinet? Hot of an open declared Cabinet,
but of an invisible, inserutable, unconmstitution<
al Cabinet, withoul responeibility, umimowm to

the Conatitution, I spsak of back-stairs jnflu~
ence, -~ of men who bring messages to thie

Houge, which, althouzh they do not appear on

the Journale, gevern its deoigions. Sir, the
first queption that I asked on the ecubjest of
Britieh relations was, What Lo the pca&t&m of

the Uabinot; what oeosures will they recommend
to Congress? -~ well knowing that whateover meag-’
ures we wight take they must execute thew, and there-
fore that we ghould have thelr opinion on the pube~
ject. My enower was {and from s S&bm% mini ntey
too), 'There Lo no lengér any Cabinetl’

Referring %o a pamphlet that Yadison had written soncern~

ing the rights of aneutrale, Randolph declared, "Soms time ago,
a boolt was laid on oypr tables, which, l&k& gome other bant-
linge, did not bear the name of its father « + . . If, sy,
I were ihe foo -~ ac I truot I aw the friend of thie nation ~-
I would exclaim, 'Oh, that mine enemy would write a booled 1718
He aoked for a copy of the pamphlet, looked at it for a brief
moment, and then threw 4t to the flcor,l?

flicholaon, who was pursuing & most inconsclstant and con~
tradictory congreseional ocareer, took the floor of the House
and proceeded to whold Rondolph'e evedy argument despite the
fact thaet hls own resolutions were little lese than the same
as Gregg's. Holding that the carrying trade was "a trade total-

ly unconnested with agriculture and enjoyed by a few marchants
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m&y,“ he sharacterized the resclution as an "olive branch
with a dagger in 1ts betzghm”m Macon also spoke againsgt
the Gregg proposals, exprecsing identioal sentiments with
Randolph and Ficholson,?! On March 11, Macon argued egainst
the resolutions, calling them, in effect, a devlaration of
war, and a&é}.ng, “We talk of war with an almoot empty treas-
urys no two thinge can be lese connected, exsept that they
are both bad,">2
Nicholson's subatitute resolve was paseed after thres
readings on the Houge floor, with ths author voting for it
half-heartedly. The vote was ninety-three to thirty-two, with
Riocholeon, Gray, Winston, and Wynn voting in favor of it,
and Randolph, Garmett, and 3tanford opposing its 9&9&&5@.25
On March 15, Randolph, after a prolonged harangue on
party politics, announced his willingness to be considered
a ®quid,® or member of a third party,2% And on April 5, the
final irrevecable attack wpon Madiason wae made,>? Speaking
in defense ai' his measure to have Jefferson's seoret message
on Floride placed on the records of the Houge, Randolph ale
luded to his conversation with the Seorotary of 3tate in which
the latter had stated hie proposition of buying off France
ta avert a war. Randolph deolarsd: "From the moment I heard
that deolaration, all the objections I originally had to the
procaedurs were aggravated to the highest dogree, 1 considered

it a base prostation of the national character to exeite one
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nation by money to bully another nation out of its property,
and from that moment, and 6 the last msument of ny life, ny
confidence in the prinsciples of the mon entertaining theee
scntiments dled never to live agalm“% From this point on,
ﬁm;ra wae ne tummg baok, The aatmgfamem wap complete,

and the battle for the presidency was on,

‘iv,

Throughout the remiunder of the Ninth Oeng?'eaa and the
first :aeaaﬂm of the Tenith, the Juids’ opyya&ﬁm was desizned
pr&mrﬂj to eobarrass the Jeffarson adm‘in&atm@@ and to
‘éimra&itf Madison's candidacy for the presidency, Thelr argu-
nente imkaé-%he zb woral @mdat&.mg and the righteouws in-
d:.gm‘c&c:’n that had characterized the Yazoo and Florida debaten.
It was opéwaiiim based on personal prejudice, and political
gedn wag the primary concern,

Randolph's dmmaiaﬁax;a became more violent and erratic
as time smt‘ on, He étlibsm%ly introduced a resolution cal-
ling for the repeal of the duty on salt in‘amav to embarrass
an already f&ngmﬁ.ally hard-pressed treasury, and he and Hacon
argued mo st vehemently against the adzw.gi stmﬁaiz‘s 'navesx
appropriation .sfmamﬁatfgmm The Qammlttoe on i#aya‘ end Means
kept urgent legislation froem being presented on the floor of

the Houpe, and the Quids often abgented themselvas from voting



rather than acknowledge 2 siefgat.?‘? Qlearly, Randolph was
alloving his prejudice against the aduvinietration and Madi~
gon to affect his better judgemwent, In fact, it might not
be too improper 10 sugzeat the possibility t,ht'wthe surious
mental diesase that was later to affect his mind was begin-
ning to make itself appa@h

| Despite his frequent sxoursions into oratorical defam~
ation, Joh;_; fandolph sti}ji exerted conoiderable influence
among his congroseional colleagues. Ae long as he retained
his comssttes chairmanship, and Mason t.;ae Speaker's shair,
the Quids could maintain there opposition with very little
mindrance, Thip, howevsr, sould not last indefini tely. ¥hen
the lant meeting of the first scesion of the Kinth Jengrese
ended on April 22, 1806, Rmdﬁip(h new that his position
wag presarious and that every effort would be made to umseat
W the folloving winter,

During the summer recess the Quide kept in a;maﬁam
sommunication with each Aot,ha;'«. ¥hile thig sorreepondence did
reflect pessimietic attitudes in some respeots, there was
evidont, nevertheloss, .a great doal of enthuclasn for Monroe's
eandi dacy. Randolph's 3,@:._@1'& to Bicholaon particularly show
this optimionm and on Jume 28, 1806, he waa able to write that
#4f the other éwwa deave Lt to Virginis, he ﬁzaézae,tg? never
vill be Precident,’Z" |

¥ith the re~conveming of Uongrese in Decaenmber, 1805,

A e T s AT GG T s, NI



an attempt was made %o have committee shalrmanchips depend~
ent upon the ohoice of the majority of the committes's mem~
bership. However, the proposal falled , and with Macon still
oocupying the Bpeakership, Randolph was able to retain hie
position of leadarghip.

The aecond seselon of the Ninth Uongress was extremsly
mld in eamquiam,m the first. The Quids, iaaiuding their
voluble leader, had little opportunity to express their opin-
ions of the adoinistration. Jefferson gave them very little
occasion to strike at him or his policies. In fa.s*t:, in s
annual message of ﬁeeemkew.ﬁ, he substantially justified
the Quids! position ineome respects by redommending législe-
tion which they were koown to favor, He asked for presidential
power to suspend the Nom-Importation Bill at his own disore-
tion and for the repeal of the palt tax,29? Thinge were going
se well that Macon was able %o write to Ficholson on Deceuber
26 that “The doings here will hereby convince every candid
man in the world that the Republloans of the 0l Sohool were
not wrong last uiéten @ive truth faly play and 1t will pre~
va11,"50 and in the important debates conserning the olave
trade, the Guids rm:mme& uncommonly silent. John Randslph
broke loose only once to argus agaimot the bill as an infrec-
tion of the rights of private, p‘ﬁpeﬂyam:

The Ninth Jongrese terminated ite deliberations in March,
1807, and almost immediately Randolph was ;ap;minte'd foreman



of the Grand Jury that was to indiat Aarén Burr for troason.
‘His attention was cocuplod with this for most of the aummer,
although both he and John Taylor found ihe time to aorres~
pond '#egmar;y with Monree in London. Slowly they insreaced
the pressure on him, by appealing to ;ﬁia vén&ty and patriot~-
fem, to return to the United 3tates and declare hie inten-
tions with regard to the coming elootien,

When the first meeting of the Tenth Congress convened
on Ootober 26, 1807, Hacon was defeatad for re-clection as
Speniter ef‘ the Houge, Thig, of course, barred Rendolph's
being appointed to hig former position at the head of the
Commd ttee on Vays and Mem.xm Both men were naturally ombittered,
and the velative calm which had prevailed in the preceding
sgsaion was destined to be shattered,

Frevious to the calling of Oongress, Jefferson had made
a successful attempt to bring Joseph Nisholson back into the
fold. An appointment to a federal judgeship had becn offered
sod accepted. Strange as 1t may seem, however, Ramdolph did
not break off hig friendship with Nicholeoni the correspon~
dencs botween the two men continued gs if nothing had occured.
It appears that the only immediate effect Nioheleson's depar-
ture had was to diminish somewhat the (uide' power in the
Hovse. As far as the presidency wao wmeméd, Eisholson con~
tinued to support Monroe, although hia lettors do show a dls-

tinet restraint not in evidencse before.
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The great eveni of thls session of Ovngress was ths
pacosga of the President's embargo. The attack by the Brit-
ish ahip Leopard on the American frigegm Shesapagke on June
22, hed aroused the ire of the natien as no event olnss the
Revelution had dons, and John Randalph was among the most
wifwif@rm;s of those who demanded that Jefferson imwediately
%ék’ea ’mtali.‘awi-y steps e«.gamet‘ 'Gmat Er&ta‘sn.w tthen the
President hesitated and continusd to act through diplomstio

.

p?ateaﬁa and proclamtions, ‘Randolph, Macon, and others con-
demed him Cor his caution, while the Kau Engiaué Pederal~
iste abuaeﬁ Ko fw doing m which e

When Congress tot, the h&gh fesling of mdi,gmtinﬂ had

o . e

subaided somewhat. ‘However, the negm of & naw set of Britieh
iOrdere in Oounsil, coupled with the Paot that Hapoleon was
ga':ft.empt&ng to enforce ﬁhe- Boriin Baame, revived the demunds

‘or retailiation, The return of James Monros to the United

fsjaa;tée vith vefy little to shw for the time spent in England,
‘persuaded the aduindetration that drastic measures were need-
ad to uphold the ;aig:;;,ty amﬁl ﬁghﬁa of the ;Ama#mn pecple.
On December 17, 1807,. the cabinet met, and after conctderable
d%xawaazéu, Jefferaon drafted the embarge message to Cengress,
I'e, wa,a read befors a joint esseion of both houses on the next
'&ay, and :;cn,hm thres or four hours the Senate had igivm its
overwhelming &ppmﬁl. |

tthen the message was presented to the House, Randolph



{muedintely proposed a resolution that “an embargo bde laid |
on all shipping of the property of citizens of the United
States now in port and which shall hereafter arrive,®33
But bafors a vote sould be taken on this resolution, the one
that the Senate had paseed was brought into the House. Ran-
dolph's _;:mposa; saa‘ltﬁb';a# and dedate immediately began
on the upper house's resclve. Unfortunately the conclave
vas held in scoret seasion and we kmow nothdng of the astusl
siroumstancas of the deﬁg&o; Howsver, it ia known that John
Randoiph warmly opposed the Senate substitute, eoven though
1t was almost identical with Me own resslution, Xn‘a letter
to Nioholaon, dated Deseaber 24,1807, ne gives a hint of his
feelinga: "Come here I besesch you,® he wrote, "I will then
show you how iupossible 1¢ wae for ms 40 have voted for the
esbargo, The ol roumstances wnder which it presented Ltaelf
ware poculiar and cotpeiled me to oppose 14; although other-
wige a favorite measure with me, as you well imow,"  some
writers have scized upon this otatement as an indication
that Rendolph's opposition was based entirsly upon hio reasent~
gent that his own resolution was not adopted,” but the evi-
dence i 80 incomplete as w presivde aégzr“vaua sonclusions
concerning Randolph's oppoesition.

By the close of this seasion of Uongress, the Quids'

potency had lessened considerably, However, the year 1808 was



en eleotion year, and the most important work of the defect-
ars was done not in the halls of the leglelature, but rather

in the political campaign that was rapidly gaining momentum,
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Chapter 111, The Election.

I feel with the gratitude and aensibility I ought
the confidente which you and other friends repoge
in me, as 4t 1o the strongest proof which can be
givon of youre and their approbation of ny past
conduct in publie life. I feel proud also in a be~-
lief that I shall do nothing heresfter to forfeit
this good opinions

= James Menroe t? John Randolph,

June 26’ 1806,

The pricary rosult of the Quiddist reaction againat the
Jefferson aduinistration was a distinet movement to prevent
Jamen HMadieon from enjoylng the presidential succeasion,

He role in the Yazoo debates and the Floyida purchase affaly
had completely alienated him from John Randolph and hias fol-
lowers and had instilled in them a deep desire to kegp the
Seoretary of State from further perpetusting the Jeffersonian
brand of Hepublicaniem, To oppose ¥adison 4in hie bid for the
precidency they chosge the American mind s&ér in London, James
Monroo, the only man who could possibly contest the Seerstary
of Btate in his home etats of Virginia.

Monroe had been aseigned to the poaition of winister
at the Court of 3%, James in 1805, after having spent several
months in Paris in an attempt to negotiate the United States’
differences with Spain. In thisg, he and bl s assoctate, the
Amarjoan miniater to Madrid, Charles Finokney, had been singu-
larly wnewscessful, When 1t bocame obvious that he was wasting

hie time in Parie, Jeffercon instruoted Monroe to provssd to



London and attempt o settle the long-standing American
grievances resulting from British commercial depredations.
After a series of prolenged diplgmtm' negotiations, Bianm:
concented, in December, 1806, to sign a treaty that was
11ttle better than the L1ll-reseived Jay Preaty of 179k, Al-
though he had bsen inctrusted to obtaln a guarantee that the
British would abandon the practise of impressment, the best
he oould do 'waa'm:ahiam the assurance that the English
would henceforth be more disoriminating in their habit of
selzing American _.-aeamea. Ho indemity was arranged for prev~
fous outrages on American shipping, and the adminiostration
wag to be oblized to abandon for a peried of ten years any
conmorcial restrictions that might be imposed agadnst Great
Britain. The final major consecsion on the part of lonroe
cams in the form of o British amendment which stated that wa-
less the United States refused to recognize Nepoleon's Berlin
ﬂséme,' Hia Hajosty's government would not adhere to the terme
previcusly determined upm.a

tonrpe knew that he had violated his instrustions and
had negotisted an agreement that left muoh %o be desired.
He signed in the bellef thal a poor treaty wes preferable to
none at ail, He fé_e&#,nga my be gauzaed by a letter to Jefferson
in January, 1807, in which he defended his actions ap followss
1 trust it will be ceen that we have . . . done ae much as

could reascnably have been expected, It is important for ue



to stand well with some power. I think the U 3tates have
sustained the attitude they took with dignity, and that by
this arrangement they will tersinate a sontroverey, not in
favor of thmns%&aé alone, but of neytral rights, with sows
degree of oredit.'d Four years later hio attitude had ot
shanged, and he wrote to Ja&#wﬁayzar of @argiina ih&% “Thg
treaty was an ,henuz;#b}e and a&vmtagawa aajuatmentr with
Ethﬁ;glaadt I adopted 1t in tha.ﬁ'm belief that it was se, and
nétnang has eince oseured %o abang§ that apinien;“&

Jefferson and Madison, ‘t}anever@ failed to perosive the
*nonorable and advantageous’ aspscts of Mbﬁfae‘a‘treaty; and
tﬁ’é Prest.dent refuged even to submit it to the Senate for con-
ﬂ%ma%ion. He had written ﬁadigm on February 3, 1807, saying
maém "the sine gua pop we mde 1 Lhat of the nation, & that
ih%y would rather go on without a treaty than with one wh&ah
ﬁa%a not aettle this art&oieiZ?ﬁpreaameQ§7i“5

? Heanwhl 18, as we have seen, Randolph wag exprossing his
‘prefereana for ¥onyroe as esrly §s Qetober, 3855.6 In Pebru~
ary, 1806, Joha Taylor wrote a lengihy letter to Monroe in
London in which he mentioned the swergence of a third party
éemynse& of diaaffescted Republioans and some Federalists,
Tayler also mentioned that it was rumored that the Jlinton
supportera in New York were faverable to e candidacy.! Mon-
roe, however, was not uzn;_n& at this point to committ him-

2elf to any courae of action in opposition to the administra-
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tion, He preferred to meintain a cordial relationship with
all concerned without placing himself under obligation to
anyone,

Jefferpon imew the sltustion, and de soon as he was cer~
tain that Monroe had been contacted regarding the comag
elsction, he wrote him a detalled analyeis of Randolph's de~
f’ieapiazx and the inherent dangers of Menroe's. becosing too
itgwaiveci with the Quide' leader, This letter deserves to be
:qimt.ed at length, not only for the advice that it containe

f‘br Monroe but aleo as an indication of the President's feel-
inge toward the whole Quiddist movement:

Cur old Pfriend, Hercer, broke off from us souwe
time ago; at firet professing to diadain join-
ing the federalists, yet, from the habit of voting
together, becoming soon identified with them,
Vithout carrying over with him one single pergon,
he 4o now in n stete of as perfect oboourity ae
if his namé had nevey been known, Mr, J, Handolph
is in the pame track, and will end 4in the same
way. His course has exolted oonsiderable alarn,
Tirdd men oonsider 4% as & proof of the weakness
of our government, & that it S5 to be rent into
pleses by demagozues, & to end in anarchy. I sur-
vey the soene with & different eye, and draw s
diffarent augury £rom it. In a House of Represen~
tatives of a great msse of goed aenge, Mr, A%
popular eloquence gave him such advantages as %o
place him unrivalled as tha leader of the housge;
and, altho' not coneiliatory to those whou he led,
principles of duty & patriotienm induced many of
them to swallow the humdliatione he subjeoted
them to, and to vote as was right, as long as he
kept the path of right bimsslf, The sudden de~
fection of sush o men could net but produce a
momentary astonishment, & even diamay; but for

a moment only. The good sense of the house ral~



Med around it's principles, & without any lead-
ey puraued steadily the business of the seseiong
did £t well, & by a atrength of vote whioh has
never befors bsen seen, Upon all trying queetions,
exclusive of the federallets, the mnority of‘
républisans voting with him has been from 4,
6, or 8., against from 50, to 100,; and amm* he
yet treats the federaliaste with ineffable contempt,
yet having declared etornal cpposition to this ad~
miod stration, & oconsequently sesociated with them,
in his votes, ho will, like Mercer, end with them,
¢ » + The great body of your friends are among the
£l rrast adherente to the aduinistration; and 4n
their oupport of you, will suffer Mr., R to have no
communications with them, My former letter told
you the line whioh both duly and inslination would
lead ms sacredly te pursue., But it io unfortunate
for you to be embarrassed whth guch a goi-
friend, You muat not comnit yourssif to hm, « . .
‘and I verily believe it would be to your advantage
to be just that mush withdrawn from the focus of
the eugumg contast, wntil $t's event should be
known.

The detadhed manner in which the President viewed the

Jﬁe:‘eéﬁm of Randolph was in direct contrast to an earlier

s

;mmer that he had written to William Duane, in which he stated
"tﬁm ‘*eur osltuation Lo diffioult; & whatever we do is liable
b the aritiaiem of those who wish to rq;arefssuj; it awry, If
we recommend measures in & public messege, it may be said
that meubers ars not sent hore to oboy the mndates of the
Prestdent, or to regleter the ediots of & soveraign, If we
oxpress opinions in conversation, we have then our Oharles
Jenkinsons, & backdoor gounsellors. If we say mothing, ‘We
have no opiniens, no plans, ‘no cabinet,! In truth it Lo the

fable of the old man, his son & ass, over again.'?
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This letter, however, is the only inotance in whioh
Jefforsen dioplayed real concern over the Quids' opposition
to his adminiatration. His other frequent references to Ran~
dolph and his followers are an in the game relatively un~-
concerned manner in which he wrots to ﬁmweg‘ To Cacsar Rod-
ney he wrote in ¥avch, iZEﬁﬁ, "The separation of a momber of
great talents and weight féam the present oourss of thinge,
scaﬁersd dismay for a time smong thoas who had been used
to see him with them, A little time however enabled them to
rally to their own principles & to resums theis track under
;t.he guldanee of their own good sense, "0 He further minimized
the danger of the Quids in a letter %o ¥Wilson Cary Hicholas
in April, 1805:

e o » » The H of R 4s ap woll disposed as £ ever
saw one, The defection of so prominent o leader,
threw them into diemay & confusion for a moment;
but they soon rallied to theiy own prinoiples, &
let him go off with 5, or 6, folleowers only, One
half of thece ars from Virginia, Hle late declar~
ation of perpetual opposition to this adminiastra~
tion, drev off a fow others who al firet had join-
ed him, supposing his opposition oecasional only,
& not eystomatio, . + + On the whole, this litile
trial of the firmess of our vepresentatives in
their principles, & that of the people also, which
is declaring itself in support of their public
funotionaries, has addod mush to my conviotion,
that, should thinga go wrong ot any time, the
people will ecet thow to rights by the poaceable
exercise of their eleotive righte,1}

And to John Tyler he wrote that "Republicaniem may perhaps

have lost o few of it's snomalous members, but the steadineass
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of 1t's great wass hao sonsiderably incremsed on the whole
oy confidence in the golidlly & permanence of osur govern-
ment, " 12
in March, 1808, began the long series of correspondence
batween Honroe and various members of the Quiddi a?t. f_aczﬁ;m
relative to hie prospootive candidacy in 1808, John Randolph
led off the campsign on the 20th of that aonth with a letter
to Monrce which vividly portrayed the Quida' resentuent to-
ward the administration. After reciting some of tho evils of
Hadison's tenure as 30{:@%@ of State, he continued with
the assertion that, "There is no.longer a doubt but the
principles of our admint stration have been wmatsrially chang~
ed, Ths compass of & letter , . . cannot suffice to give you
even an outline, Suffice it %o say, that everything ia made
s business of bargaining and traffick, the uliimate object
of whioch is to raise Mpr, Madison to the xsreeidemy@”lﬁ' Then
came the propositions "Need I tell you that they jghe 0ld Re~
publiaan_g? are united in your support? That they look to you,
Bir, for the example which this nation has yet to receive
to demonstrate that the government san be conducted on open,
upright principise without intrigue or any specics of dle-
tngenuous artifice, . . , Your country requires, nay, demands,
your presence. It b time that & charsoter, which hae pmvegi 5
mwulnambl; to every open atiack, should triumph over ineid~

lous enmity," 14



On April 21, lomroe received another commmication
from Randelph in the gams vein se the first, The Quiddist
laadgr advi sed phe Miniaster that only through hls own pres~
ence in thia“qéﬁutry could he see Por himself the digyepu~
tfg’bxe condition in which the government had found iteelf,
SInce.hsvﬁae not certein just exactly bow Monroe folt about
the poeai%il&ty of nla name being entered aa;a,sané&d&te'in
opposition to Madieon, Randolph hedged a bt end declared
that "My object at present is merely to guard you, which
your known prudence perhaps rﬁudarg_an unmecessary caution,
ageinst s compromitment of yourself to men in whom you can~
not wholly conﬁ&dé.”lﬁ

On June 16, Monroe reciprocated with a lengthy die-
cussion of the eituation in Washinglon, which clearly indi~
oated that he was not totally adverse to identifying himself
with the "Old Republicans.” Although he professed that pro-
pristy should indicate his debtermination to withdraw his
nane from the contest completely, he left the door open to
further communtoation by stating that "The cause my some-
times derive more suppert from the retirement of individuals
than from any service they might render: thouzh it would be
far from my dispoeltion altogether to retire.” Private inter~
ests would consume his time immediately after hio return to
the United States, but he @eaireé ta confer with Randelph

upen various topics.as soon after his return as poosible,



g0 that "the ultimate course will be decided on and pureued
with becoming £irmess;®ié

Randolph took heart and penned an enthusiastic reply
in July in whioh he confided that Virginia was almoot solidly
behind Monroe: "There have been schisme ond divialons amonget
us which do ue very little honor, but, in regard to yourself,
there is but one gentiment -~ at leant amongst the mass of
the people,®}? The next letter became even more persussive,
u%th’aandaiyh calling upon Honroe's senae of public duty and

the neecaselty for him to gssel the Republican nominations

1f, herotofore, I had been at a loss to fix upon
the individual the most dislaterested & virtuous
whom I have known, I oould, pow, find no diffioculty
in determiningt nor do I hesitate to deslare that
the very argumeants, which you adduse to diounde
your friends from supporting you at the next presi-
dential election, form, with me, an invinoible mo~
tiva for persieting in that oupport: since they
exhibit the most irvefragable proof of that super-
ior merit which you along are unvilling to acknow~
ledge. Yot, 1 must tonfeos there ars considerations,
amongat those presented by you, that would have
great, &, perhaps, decieive influsnoe vwpon ny mind,
vhere the pretensions of the candidates were nearly
equal, But in this cese, there is not only a strong
preference for the one party, but a decided objec-
tion to the other. It ia not a singular delief
among the republisans, that to the great & acimow-~
ledged influence of this last gentleman we are in-
debtad for that strange amalgamation of men & prin-
oiples whioh hos distinguished some of the late acts
of the administration & proved ge injurious to it,
Many, the most consistent & iafluential of the old
republicans, by whose exertione the present men
ware brought into powsr, have beheld with immessur~
able diagust the prineiples for which they had con-
tended, & (as they thought) established, neutral-
fzed at the touch of a sold & ineiduwous méemuun.w
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As the time of the election drew nearer, Randolph's
lettors to lLondon grew more indelicate and blunt. In an ef-
fort to derive some definite word from Monroe as to his
willingness to support actively his own candidacy, he be-
gan to "eow the tares® that Jefferson had so heartily com-
plained of in his letters to Macon and Dﬁana, In an effort
-%aim&nim&za Monroe's confidence in the admnistration's
backing of bia negotiations with the British government,
Randc&pﬁ,ana&nuateéltﬁat *ox¢r§aans to dimdnish the value
of your oharaster and pgbiia-aerwiﬁpe‘hava besn made by per~-
cons and in @ mnner that will be scarcely oredible to you,"39
"When you return, yuu wi1l hardly know the country, A sys~-
tem of espionagze and ddnunciation has besn orgonized which
porvades svery quarter; distrust and suspicion generally
prevall in the interspurse between man and man, All ip eon-
gtraint, regerve and mystery, Intrigue has arrived at a pitch
which I hardly supposed it would have reached in five sen-~
turies. Hypooriey and treachery have reached thelr acme
amongat us,*20

In an effort to place him in less prominent circumstances,
Jeffersoa.offerad Honroe the position of Governor of the Loule-
fana Territory, bub the latter refused on the grounds of per~
eonal inconvenience,2l Monroe knew that the President's mo-
tives were not purely the result of hie concern for his (Mon~

roe's} finanoial position, as wao alleged. Asaeptance of the



New Orleanc appointment would be tantamownt to politiocal
exile, The long-range adventages of sush a position did not
influence hie attitude at the time, and he hustensd to ad-
vise the President not to kesp the sppointment open for him,

Monroe returned to the United States in Decouwder, 1807,
and izmediately retired to his home near Richuwond, He re~
<:e5.v¢ff a letter from Randolph dated Dsoemder 24, in which he
wag warned against any further commmication between himself
and Randolph except th;raﬁghip:&tagnﬁl interviewe, Randolph
vas ,aréaid that hie awd letters to Monrce might inadvertedly
fall into the wrong hands.22

On January 21, 1808, the particans of Madieon in the.
Virzginia State Legielature held & oawcus at the Bell Tavern
in Richmond. ¥illiam Branch (iles moderated the meeting which
was attended by one hundred end nineteen membars of tho legise-
lature, The causus enthuslastically recommended Madioon to
be Jefferson'e suscessor, with George Olinton of New York as
the vioe-presidential ohodcs, On the pame day, sixty of Mon-
roe's aupporters in the legislature met at the Jepitel and
deolared thelr endorgement of him as the Republican cendidate.
This wae the first positive test of strength between the two
men in the state of Virginia, and it olearly ghowed that Madie
son's prospeots mas;éa infinitely botter than those of Monroe,
I? the latter could not command a mjority in the 0ld Dominion,

then his chences wers relatively slim throughout the rest of



the cowntry. Modison's decisive majority in the leglelature
causaed many of the Honroe partisanas to abandon his sandi-~
dacy and support the Jecretary of State.

Two daye later, on January 23, a congressional cauous .
convened in Yashington under the direstion of Senator Brad-
loy of Vermont. Again Madison was the presidential choice,
receiving the support of eighty-three of the elghty-nine
members attending the meeting., 4 resolution was propoced and
pasoed which recommended the fnxm@im,eﬁ a soumrittee of cor-
raspondence in each 9%1;@ 40 stimulate onthusimem for Madison's
candideoy .23

Honroae's adherents lost no tims in condemaing the caucus
as being unconstitutiocnal and opposed to the best interests
9f the people. In the interest of their own candldate they
isoued a statement denouncing the moeting:

Ap being in direct &oaﬁﬂ&ty to the prinoiples of

the conptitution:

.As a gross assumption of power not delegated by the

people, and not justified or extenuated by any ac-

tual neoessity!

As an attempt %o produse an wundue blae in the en-

sulng elestion of President and Vice~President, and

virtually to tranefer the sppointment of those of«

fiocers from the people, to a majority of the two

Houses of Jongress,

fnd we do in the same manner proteot againet the

nomination of Jamse Madioon, as we delieve him to

be unfit to £111 the offioce of Pgwﬁ.ém& io the
prosent junoture of our affairs. 4



Thie declaration was signed by John Randolph, Richard
Stanford, Littleton Waller Tazewell, Edwin Grey, and others.
Againet the ﬂs.gh%y*threa who had enée:ree& Madipon's condi~
&aﬁy, there ser‘e only :ﬁ.neteen w&w signeé the protest for
Mf.mme, Azthounh thi.a was rwt. a poeitim 11145,6&‘&1% of the
z’elsxtive atx*eug%h a:f' the tvm aamxidatcs on & national scale,
it gb.owed which way t'.he vdné was Mwmg. Rmdelph‘a extrav-
agant claime af wppart f’ar ﬁmwe w?& gmﬂug to b& more .

‘iJluston than faat., Yot it was preﬁisaly at this point that
Henroe chose to declare himself definitely avelledls for the

After purauiﬁg a yaiiay of v&ania,ticm, ﬁoume aeleated
the mdment of Madi. aem*a apparent trmmpm to wrtte the faliw«
&ug letter ta !}r. ‘%ﬁ&i*&w Janeep ﬂmme tmdwbtgéiy wes aware
of the reenlta iat’ ’t.he mnames &n mmna, althwch it is
not aem&n that. he knew of the reaulw of the Haohington
meetingm it any rate, on Janvary 2h, three days after the
Richmond mestinga, and one day following the aoﬂgmaﬁimx
gausus, he wrote Dr, Jonest

That I have not offered myself a candidate for

the office to which you allude is most cortein, as

1% likewise 18 that I have entered into no arrange-

ment or compact with any one on that subjeot. My

opinion 1s that the nation should be left perfectly

at liberty 4o make its own eelection, without any

tha slightent interferenss, on the part of those to

whom the public attention may be in any degree drawn

in referencs to that object. On thie prinoiple I
have acted invariably whenever I have besn applied
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to respecting it, AL the same time i} has been
far from my intention o withhold oy services
‘ in case they should be called

Lrow my country in
for by At, Cn the gontrdry, I have Been hare-

leofore and ghall contipue to be, perfectly

m&mmmé&&mim be elect-

£d in the manner above ghated, whioh along ig
the principles of our govern~-

Sonsistent with
Rent, &mﬁm&mﬁmmwx&sm
¥hg may be the obiect of ite ghoisg.

aasting on this growd I chall maintain 4t
let the conseguenses to nyoelf be what they may.

éammsgﬁmﬁmmw%ﬁ

from o publigk duty with g o favor the
bretensions of any ons, 1 hom it to be equal-

1y improper to take that step, as %o endeavor
to promote my own elestion, in the course which
ie too often practices, .{,&aiics sugplxed,,j

Here 1o the first clear-out ctatement by Monroe as to
hio avellability for the nordnetion, and 4% c:ame at a time
when his prospeets had dimmed considerably as a result of
Madieon's great show of streugth, ¥hy did he choone this
partioular time to write such a letter? By making & positive
doclaration of hie position, he might have had in uind an
effort to oway to his cide those who had heretofore hesitat-
ed ﬁaeauﬁe-gf the wcertainty of his intentions, But what~
ever hio motivation, he soon changed hle mind again and re-
treated to his former poeition of non~comnd tment,

One of hie most ardent supperters, John Taylor of Jaro-
iine, was quick to recognize the hopelessness of Monroe's
candidacy. After cbeerving the fesu§ts of the Richmond and
Washington caucuses, he wrote Monroe advieing that he with-



drav hic name, After slaborating the diffioulties that
would be encountered if he persieted in ho deternination
to challange Madison, Taylor observed that "an unsuecescful
attempt will probably both close upon you for ever the ave~
nus to the presidenoy, and vtterly demslish your private
fortunes, Oonsider well therefore whether thase great stakes
ought to be betted upon the.chance of suscess. From what I
can learn, 1t s certainly bad, gmhab},y dggparaﬁm“as

Taylor urged Monroe to accept the post offered at New
Orleans, argulng that the ﬁg&é vould Qertéinzy be a potent
force in national politdics in the near future, and that the
Loui sfone appointment would identify him with western Lnter-
asto that would conceivably support his next bid for the
presidency, He aleo pointed cut that the renumeration offer~
ed would be more than ndequate to satiafy the needs of bon~
roe's financial condition., He eoncluded with a reference that
left no doubt ne to his loyalty and o opinion of Menroe's
chancse for the presidencys "Though sush are uy opinions,
1 hove no idea of withdrawing from the tioket [s;a a Bﬁp?ﬂ!’%ﬁ;{?
should you perasvere, but shall contentedly immlate nmy 21t~
tle popularity in the funeral pile wiich will consume youra;“‘?"?'

Evidently Taylor'e advice had a sobering offect wpon
Monroe, for he immediately digpatched a letter to Jefferson
asguring him that his loyalty to the adminietration was not

impaired, and that he was ready and able to support Mr. Madison
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in the presidénoyt

In regard to the approaching election 1 (
have been and shall continue to be an inactive
Spectator of the movement. Should the vation
be digpossd to call any citizen %o that sta~
tion it would be his duty %o acoept it. On that
ground I rest. I have dgne nothinz 1o draw the -

,&&m&mm%m&&&mh&;
nor ghall I in future, No one knows better than

T do tho meritas of Wr. Madison, and I can de-~
slare that should ho be elscted he will have

uy beet wichee for the suvceass of hios adidni s~
tration, as well on account of the great inter-
est which I tske in what oconoorns his welfare

as in that of my country, It will not lesaen v
oy friendohip for him which is sincers & atwngﬁa
litalics oupplied '

These sentimente are hardly conel stent with those
volced to Dr, Walter Jones in January, when Monroe had ex-
plicitly stated hie position with regard to his candidacy.
He was emphatis in higa assertion that he was "under no obli~
gatidn of ‘any kind to ohrink from a publick duty with & view
to favor the pretensione of any one.” Presumbly the '**aay’
one" included the Sec:remvy of 3tate, If, as he wrote to
Jeffeargon, hi‘;gone ' rmthing, to draw the atiention of any one
o, . [?ﬂmséiﬁ in referende to it ﬁm mmnaﬁimm,“ how
can the letter to Jones be oxpleined? Oloarly he had indi~
cated his availability in the Jonss letter, yet he advieed
Jeffergon that he had done nothing to favor hie own preten-
siona, The evidence appears to indlcate that he was quite
willing to play both sides at the same time, Presumadly thie



was the case, besause Taylor found it necessary to caution
him agein on Mareh 20, by advising that "The opinion of all
your friends whom I have peen is, that a difference with Hr,
Jefferson will deotroy your popularity., Many have never even
concelved ito poseibility. And o multitude would deaétt you,
if it was avowed that you would change, end Hr., Madisen ad-~
here to, the system of his admnd stration,*29 Unfortunately
we do not have any of Monroe's observations with ragérd to
?aylor’a‘gdynngtiqggg but there is an indication tﬁa% he

was heeding this latest plece of advices, bDecause he %rata
Jefferson again on Mareh 22, giving a detailed expiaéaticu of
his conduct in Lquﬁan,sand apologi sing for any m&a&aﬁceytian
he might have had regarding the President's confidensce in hio
abizztiasggg It 4o interesting to note that Taylor's letter
fmpliesa thg; gome of Monroe's strength lay among those who
werd not critics of the aduinistration, but who apparently
preferred Monroe to Madliaon for parsonal reasons only.

On Marsh 23, Monroe wrote Randolph saying "On political
topiake I have nothing to commmicsate being a diotant and
inactive cpectator of the mov 'ment, "5t With this, the cor-
respondence between the two terminated abruptly until after
the elestion, During the summer Monree and the President son-
tinued on friendly terms, and in September he gent to Jeffer~
son ooples of all the letiers he had written to Randolph, say-

inz "You will peroeive that they were not intended for your
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view, ao there are passages in them whioh may not be agree=
able, You will however perceive that there is nothing in
then to ganction what has been by somg most ungensrously
insinuated,*??

With this action Monrog confirmed the fears thst Ran~
dolph had previously expreased regarding thelr oorrespondence,
althouzh the latter undoubtedly 4id act an%éi_pata the agent
by which hle confidence would be betrayed., The only thing
that can be sald iu Monroe'e favor concerning this trane~
action, is that he dié not divulge the contents of Randelph’s
letters to him. By making certain that Jefferson was fully
apprised of nig dealinge with Randolph, Honroe completely
sut any ties that remsined with the Quids, and allied him~
gelf Pully with the aduintstration. For all practical purposes,
his opposition to Madison's precidential cepirations was com~
pletely abandoned. ¥hile this astion may be considered to
have been an astute political maneuvey, nevertheleas, it does
not reflect very highly on %anm;e_'& truatworthiness as s po~
1litioal ochort or confidant,

During all of this tlms an interesting nowspaper war.
wos being carried on in the colums of the Riohmond Engud rer
between the.partisene of both Madiaon and Monroe, Randolph,
Tayler, Tazewell, and Leigh, were actively endoreing Honroe's
sandidaoy under such pecudonyms as Decius, Hermodeus, Aricti~

des, Tullius, Hortonsius, and Publicola, They attacked the



admapastrat&on‘e record, the Yazoo fraude, the Florids
_affqir, and the,amhgygq, as well as the assunption by Jef-
ferson that he could hand-plick ghe next Republican nominee
for the presidency. However bitter &hg agcusations were
that flowed from the pens of the Quids, it i¢ evident that
they had vﬁgy}iiﬁgia effeot upon the ginal results, The ad-
miniotration forces, led by William Branch 3iles, the Mad-
ieon leader in Virginia, anewered mogt of the charges and
ungtintingly upheld their candidate with great fervor. The
President himself was not sdverse to joinlng in the fray,
although he preffered to answer his oritics in private
letters to his own followers.??

By the middle of the cummer of 1808, it was evident
to any observer of &ha.pﬁlit;aalzapeaa,tbag there was really
no question as to the final ouvtcome of the election. It
wag merely o oasce of how large Maéiaag’s majority would ul-
timately be, The Pederaliste could hold no hope of achieving
any aubetan&i&l;ga;ng for their party, and even the most
die~hard Quide such ae Jobn Randolph could nee that the Beo-
retary of 3tate was alearly on his way to the presidency,
The various Republicen splinter groups outaide of Virginia
had conceded the election -~ the Quide of FPenneylvania and
the Gl;utenﬁbankﬁra in 3@w Xark.haﬂ,raaﬁgnad themgelves to .
token opposition enly.

As wag gxpegtsd,_ﬁaggaun eaoily ewept to victory over
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the Fedoralist candidate, Oharles Pincimey, and the insur-
gent Republiocans, Monroe and Olinton. There are no official
records of the popular vote; but according to the Virginia
Argug of prambav'aag in Virginia Madieon received 12,451
votes; Mouroe, 2,770; end Pinockney, $§5.34 Unfortunately
we do not know the geographical dietribution of the votes,
but the figures indicate that Monroe probably reccived many
votes that otherwise might have gone to¢ the Federalist can-
didate. Out of a total possible eleotoral count of 176; Mad-
foon received 122; Pinokney, 47; and Clinton, 6, Kentucky
falled to oond one of its alloted electors, co that only
175 electoral votes were actually sast. Madieon, of sourse,
carried Virginia, as well as most of the other Joutharn
atates, tho Middle-Atlantic otates, and Verwmont, Pianckney
carried all of New England except Vermont; and Olinton's 6
voten cane from Hey Xoﬁs.% Glinton was elected vice-preo=
ident with an electoral vote of 113, while the rest of the
votes were ocattered ameng Rufus King (Federalist), lLangdon,
¥Madison, and Monrps (he recelved 3 votes from New York) for

the vice«presidency.
















































