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PREFACE

in America public opinion acts Iike a
wonetary system that is highly respected
in spite of the curious faot that everys
body may mint the currency and no one
knows exactly what it is worth. Public
opinion ., ., . circulates more or less
freelys it glves force to our values;
men lust for control of iti and perlodie
cally it undergoes an astonishing ine
flation. . . » Within the mediug of
public opinfon changes in events, ine
stitutions and ideas meet and blend in
a single historical process.

«wJOHN HIGHAME

Like the historian of American nativism, ‘I have treated of a
particular aspect of American thought in these terms. My
larger story has its beginning at the close of the first great
war of the twentieth century; it assumes more definite form with
the Fascist March on Rome late in 1922, then climaxes in a year
of world travail: 1929, which ushered in the Great Depression
and, in the United émtes; e&ﬁeﬁ an era. In the intervening
years, while in the New Era most citizems of the Great Republic
prospered, Benito Euaaazmz rose to power &a i-tzat,y*‘ fashioned
his preﬁeﬁﬁ;mus Corporate State, a;ad embarked upon a largely

rhetorical program of national gggxéadi‘mnt and international

Ljonn Higham, Strangers in the Land (New York: Atheneum, 1955),

1%,
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iv
image-building. The essential question posed by this study may
be simply stated. It is f:t;‘is: ,_‘nmsing tha formative years é,f
Mussolini's Fasclst dictatorship, what did America and Americans
think about itﬁ:, s:»‘atfef_amlxs; it, do about ii:?

I have not héjmi tmereét;’eﬁ in presenting a neutral, obs
jective account of how 'xusﬁniiniié rogime fared in its first dee
eade, Ra,the#; s‘in‘c‘:g ?;h%s is a study of American opiniong I have
tried to show how Mussolini and ?és;::ism looked from the vantage of
America in the New Era. In short, this is a study in reputation,
one that was sometimes distorted by myths that defamed and myths
that glwi'-f ia:ig A strenuous effort has therefore been made to
kea§ the historical asccount of happenings in Italy at the irres
ducible minimum, mﬂga between way and depressmﬁ is my sube
Ject the Fascist phenomenon and Mussolini are 3::3{& objects of that
America’s attention, The Americans who speak in shesa pages re-
flect the state of knowledge of the day. 1 have allowed them to
ﬁpea;é. when am% where they muiéi

‘Whoever 'undexz:amé to study a phase of the history of the
mem:ieth ¢$m:uty is amck at once hy the huge quantity of source
materials begging to be mined. In this work, as an examination
of even the greater part of all mmmts pertinent to my subject

transcends the possible, the difficult methodological problems of



¥
oversabundance must be resolved, if at all, by utilizing elther of
two gnalytical approaches «« or a combination of them. The first
possibility is to present as evidence a broad sampling of relevant
data; the second to carry out a more intensive cxamination of a
1imited but representative range of sources. Questions of time
and accessibility have persuaded me to follow the first course in
deternining divisions in American attitudes toward Musselini and
Italian ?ascismg and then to turn to the alternative, in~depth method
in treating the divergent blocs: No émim, of course, can be made
that this slim work exhausts the possibilities of its rather amore
phous subject, But it is hoped that the following pages will dis-
close a meaningful index of replies to the basic query: Bow, why,
and to what effect did American apmiézz respond to the emergence in
Italy of the Mussolini dictatorship?

1 have been the beneficlary of many kindnesses in the course
of this study. I would especially like to thank Professor Richard
B, Shevman of Willlam and Mary College, whose idea it was that this
particular investigation be undertaken, for his full and generous
-agsistance in bringing the work to its preseant stage. PFProfessor
Sherman's comments on both facts and lnterpretation were of much
and guiding use, I am also indebted to Professor Edward X‘t;mgw

of the University of Virginia for his careful reading and criticism
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of ga?zrtm of the maxm#ctipt in carlier d‘réﬁ:s* F&ml&y, I‘ owe
tmnks to my wife, Judy, for hexr gﬁtimt: mﬁemmémg and resgdy

mcqumgamam: at times vhen mm‘z‘. support was most needed,
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this work is to study the interaction of public¢ opinion
and public policy in the United States ?z&«an‘!’iﬁ & specific chain of
events in Europe, namely, the rise and first years in power of the
Italian Duce, Benito Mussniini' ’Eemparany, the study iz bounded on
the one side by the Fascist goup g t in Italy of October, 1922, and
on the other by the onset in mriga af the Great Depressaions The
essential question which 1t poses is this: During the formative years
of the Fascist state in Italy, what did America and Americans think
about it, care about it, do about §£? Often as not, Benito Mussolini
wcup;es the center Stage in this work, because for most Americans he
was Fascist Italy. The emphasis, nonetheless, 18 upon what Americans
were thinking about Mussolini, not upon what Il Duce was actually doe
ing, and not upon intersgovernmental exchanges between his goverrmment
and the government in Washington.

Documentation for this study is based upon & moderately large
range of contemporary periodical material and upon relevant published
memoirs, personal journals, and correspondence, both classes of docuw
ments being supplemented by a number of speciglized secondary sources,
The approach was to read as broadly as possible in the sources, to
discern divergent blocs of epinion, and then to collate opinions repres
sentative of each in such a way as to present a meaningful index to
the generalized American response.

In geneval, Amoricans of the 1920%s took the conversion of a
scemingly anemic Itallan democracy into a virile Rightist dictatorship
quite calmly. Certain citicgens of the New Era «« among these ware some
of the most influential of men »« actually applauded the change. By
these Americans Benito Mussolini was taken as the slayer of Cosmunism,
the restorer of order and free enterprise, and the exemplar of "getting
things done." Certain other Americans, principally those of the liberale
lefr, vigorously attacked the Mussolinl vegime for its subversion of
democracy, its illiberalism, and its suppression of democratic norms of
freedom and individual dignitys But the latter appear to have been a
wminority,. Because of its energy, because of its efficiency, and, above
all, porhaps, because of 1ts anti«Communist posture, the Italian Fascist
regime¢ personified by Mussolini recommended jtself to a wide variety of
Americans. For puch the same reasons, the American government found in
the Italian dictatorship 4 regime with which it could "do business.,”

viii
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INTRODUCTION

The pressure of public opinion is ilike the
pressure 0f the atwosphere; you can't see
it =~ but, all the same, it is sixteen

pounds te the square inch,
seJAMES RUSSELL Loweril

Public Qpinim* Jamas Bryca once ahserved, 35 “omnipatem: yat: ine
detemimw* a sovereign to wham voice wexy one nsmns% yet
whose words, because he apeaks with as many tongues as the waves
of the boisterous sea, it is 66 hard to catch.’?  That vas in
1888, and, although there are now many authorities who would not
g0 cavalierly ascribe omnipotence to the public mind, few contegs
porary students of democratic socioty would dispute that Lord Bryce
had thus formulated what remains "perhaps the most basic and surely
the post baffling of problems.” For, as John Higham has suggested,
“i{f we indeed live under the sway of public opinion, we have an
urgent responsibility to understand its forms, its functioning,
and its flux.d

There is an old and continuing argument concerning the nature

of public opinien and its role im the making of public policy.%

ixm Davidoff (ed.), The Pocket Book of Quot 18 (New Yorks:

Pocket Books, Inc., 1942), p, 256,

2guoted in John Highawm, Serangers in the Land, ix.

31b1d,

4see Paul A. Palmer, “"The Concept of Public Opinion in Political
-l
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On the one hand, 1t has been argued that the volce of the people is
supreme, “the velice of God" -=» and a‘ii mﬁ statesmen need do §§ to
pay close ai:»ﬁe;xt;im to the wiaﬁ@ ‘of "the manm the street." The
apposing vizm Aiﬁa@ imisﬁw, mngwher ﬁhinga, that populan sentis
ment is an effect rather than éx sovereign ¢ause} t;:m_tz it can be
mgm:a:i_ and manipulated; and that it does not 30 méh make a4 po=
ii‘tzsmi and soeial climate as reflect it. ’mwfirgt advocate N
swu’xd‘hwé us keep a mpolstened fiaéex aloft and ém: attengive sar
to tthe earth,. gonﬁ@amly testing the popular current and straining
to detect the beginning rumble of the great g&om@ swells, While
the second, more cynical and more “realistic® authority would dise
regard the shifrving surface sentiment, probing instead for the ese
gexzt:iai.' principles and "movers" at the source.

Wherein 1lies the truth of the matter? As often happens in
controversies of this kind, it probably rests somewhere between
the two extremes, Surely the most judiclous position is-one which
views public opinion as a circular process in which pa;mi#z: senti«
ment and a given situation mutually influence and help to mold each

the other. “Ihe analyst of public opinion %faitt:ér Lippmann has

Theory,” Essays in History and Politlical Th in g{axwr of Charles
He gggggmm (aamhrmgm Harv&m ﬁniv&miw Bmaa, 1936}, pps 2315



written, "must &eg%n « « + by recognizing the triangular ves
S.mf:ion&%‘z;ip between the scene of action, the human ;zfiﬁctwe of
that scanc, and the hupan response to that picturs working ite
self out upon the scenc of aaaﬁmq“ﬁ‘ Amt:-if public opinion is
not alvays sovereign and micmpamm, x;e;iithézi*‘ is it se _eaé&iy
spurned and ﬁab&sé@ as some critics profess to i;aliwm As
Wendell Willkie remarked, “"Even Stalin had his form of !Gallup
Poll,* and Napoleon at the height of his power, as he set astride
his white horse amid the smoldering ruins of Mescow, ankiously
waited for his da!ly: courierts report of mc the mobs in Pavis
were t:hmkingwﬁ Thomas A. Balley goes m far as to &fwlam,
“ALL govmem;s, whatever ;thei? namm; rest fm the foundation
stone of public opinion.® *“So apaﬁhe;zm and preoccupied, 8o
changeful and impulsive; so illsinformed m misinformed® is
public opinion, ﬁai?-ey states further, “that eritics are apt to
sneey at its power, Yet a glant who is fickle and ignorant still
has a glant's strength, and may use it with frightful effact. "’
Publie opinion, then, gﬁ@ﬁiﬁ not be x&égfeimzéﬁ by the ﬁi&af- |

torian.

Swalter Lippmann, Public Opfnion (London: Allen & Umwin, 1922),
pp, 16-17, - - | | - |

6quoted in John M. Fenton, In Your Upinfon (Boston: Little,
Brown and Company, 19603, p. 26.

7Thomas A. Balley, The Man in the Street (New York: The Mace

willan Company, 1948), p. 1,
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In the America of the third decade of the present century
‘;:ubitﬁc mymim wasa not as mmaiwss of its own powsr am sigs
nifie&me as it: has since becam. Thﬁre were. in t:he ‘modern. sense
of t:he term, no public @pinion pans. ,‘&g Literary Digest's pree
tensions to the contrary notwithstanding, public opinion was the
u@;gaﬁ of m;'si:iam;iﬁw mips’it& or ﬁz‘t::tm:?n, George @aiiup ang
; Ei@é Roper, gr@uaﬁébrwkarsrm this field, werﬁ ﬁazﬁi}ﬁg in the
»féings \for #he'arriéaz éﬁ tﬁeir meme’mt in the ig:iﬂ*s; ‘Pﬁmic opinion
in the New Bta, tharefow, was more than ordinarily “hard to cateh,.”®
The historian who Wam assess ita mrents must content himaeif with
and dmw mmimims from errant ami fraggmmary indications carried
like so mmg‘ straws on a Qh,&ngefu% wind, '

This is cez‘taimy what I have had to do, In aeareh af | the
American imgeg of Mussolmi in the },92(}'5 I hava hssé to shift: the
focus m‘.‘ m@uiwy back and fc:rt:h fmm imliviciuals amd groxxps to polis
twiama and aﬂ;&x@r Madmw of ﬁyiniom from paiizzics to me press
am to m g waa depamimg apm% the availabrility ﬂf materials
and my eseimt:e of ::heir utilitg i:& iiimimting the American mind
in chis part;ismi&r asyect:. Some af these spokesmen were highly
typic:ah %hm were not at all %:?pmal but effering vaiuab:m ine
&iﬁhﬁ& ;nm mﬁwﬁying assumptions of the soclety of which they

8rimage,” as used here, denotes a mental plcture, in varying
degrae true or false, by which men understand their enviromments,
suall or large, This is, after all, what public opinion isy a Fe-
fia@gad and subjective image of reality. Lippmann, Publi :
Pu 28. o
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were conspicuously & part; Beyond this, an attempt has boen made
o follow closely the inﬁﬁram;im of all vami&;&ias in the opinion
process, and, above all, to test the component apinions which cons
stituted the American !m_ga 'xﬁ‘rf Mussolini at vm‘iws intervals of
time and from several vantage peints,

The great mass of Americans, ordinarily illeorganized, ine
articulate, and even apathetic, soldom spoke to my subjfect. This
15 the great and seemingly unresolvable problem which this study
and any other which sould treat public opinion must be prepared
to live with. This account of American attlitudes toward Mussos
lini, then, i& in large part inferemtial. The conviction here
{8 that the surviving records vepiproecally reflected and molded
the attitudes of the common man. Mister Average American Citlzents
speaking role in my story is negligible ~« that of a bit player.
But by inference he is nonetheless star of the show, For although
my selections are necessarily those of the sos-called "opinion
elite," these spokesmen did not iive in & vacuum. And sinece they
were diverse functioning members of Amcervican society, it might be
deduced that thely opinions exewmplify in their moss the general
Amgrican wesponse,; Lach individual respondent, of course, must
be taken as an individusl. But when replies are compared and
grouped, general trends end uniformities will appear. These must

for vov be left to emerge from the navrative,



CHAPTER 1
PROLOGUE: AMERICA AFTIER THE GREAT CRUSADE

S was civilization nothing but a vast edifice
of sham, and the war, instead of its crumbling,
¢ » v its fullest and most ultimate expression
+ # «+ Were they all shams, too, these gigantic
phrases that floated like gaudy kites high
above mankind? i JOHN DOS FAfSSﬁSl

In 1919, at the close of the Great War, one c¢lear determination
gripped the minds and hearts of the American people: "Never Again.®
The Great Crusade; axuberantly begun, was scarcely over, the Peacs
yet to be mede, but many Americans were alveady doubting what they
had accepted on biiﬁd falth a few short months befores that this
would be a holy war Lo end all wars and make the world forever

safe for democracy and freedom. For they had, in the haunting
imagery of W. J. Cash, "scen the men of the evening lands « .
flinging away the estabiished standards + . . and returning upon .
« + Savagery."Z Before their horrified gaze, “the old wild, terrible
brute inhoritance® of man had snapped the bonds so imperfectly ime
posed upon 1t and shambled ﬁéﬁh)mé "with 1ittie red oyes, free and

%mﬁeﬁ in He:xzfy Ms Robinson, Fantastic Interim (Rew York:

Rarcourt, Brace and Company, 1943), p. 309,

%%, J. Cash, The Mind of the South (New York: Vintage, 1961),
pe 300, ’

»Te
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L proud 3 The historian Cash, who as a mliage mﬁetgméuam Wit
nessed the umat:wn af smat: Ramdoiph Bourne called. nivs, own aﬁtzi»

toxin of ruin and xfminmaiumm:ﬂ by the "gay debauch® of war,%

. gaes m s:a mn iww,, in z;ha yéars f:hat followed, Amemcan& became
‘ixzcraasmgiy agare t;mt the versauies :rreaty had not reaizy sucw

| geeded in ahaizxirla the brutesinsman up agaln, And it would bes
‘eome increasingly clear that Pthe world in which m ‘lived vas

" not and would not be again the old fixed, cortain, familiar, and

eAsy World they had known before 1914,

Strange new jdeas and faiths and systems were
sweeping through the Western landg, and all the
old fdeas and faliths and systems were under at-
tack . » + In Russia there was g godless and prow
pertyless and coldly murderous tevolution, In
Italy a whole nation had gone back to the mores
of the Mongol hordes and turned ltself ‘into a
permanent aymy camp, worshipping the warsgod of
old I{xsme, and dedicated to the dream of restoring
a pagan Roman Empire by bloodshed and rapine.
The German Siegfried stirred restlessly and ominously
in his shackles, Etxgiami and France were plainly
sicky d@ﬁﬂyiﬂ& . v o .
The world, in a word; clearly stcgd paiaed
above disagters Nobody might he sure that toe
morrow the dark prophecies of a Spengler might
not ¢ome dreadfully true -» that civilization
might not completely collapse into the chags of
recrudescent and bloodedrinking barbarism.

31bid.
"*sz:ed in chrigvopher Lasch, The ﬁg_, Radicalism in America

{Heaw York: vmt:age,. 196334 pe 213,

SCash, The Mind of the South, pp. 300-301.
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The aimost universal social mpalaise following the First World
War was well calculated to inspire the desire to return to the past.
The postewar world was anything but the blissfully secure one that
Woodrow Wilson had foreseen. And so, throughout the Twenties, de~
spite promises of cconomic utopila and notwithstanding a surface
frivolity, Americans started at shadows «« Mafraid of all that stood
without them, and perhaps even afrald of themselves, And becauss of
their fears, desperately determined to hold fast, even in spite of
themselves, to theiy 6ld ¢ertainties »» somehow to island themselves
iopregnably from the threatening fload. w0 "We are tived of great
causes,” declared F. Scott Fitzgerald. And Warren G. Harding turned
this observation into a proseription for the New Era: "Americals
present need is not heroics but healing; not nostrums but normaley;
not revolution but restoration."’

Thus the aftermath of the war was “the story of the burnt child
who shuns the fire,”®  As the disquieting feeling grew with them
that they had somehow been "bamboozled," that they had entered the

war “because of British propaganda, the loans of bankers, and the

6 9 géﬁ; Pa 301,

"Fitagerald and Harding quated in Robert E. Osgood, Ideals and
and Self«Interest in America's Forelgn Relations (Chicago: Unie
vex&iﬁy of ehicago Press, 19533), p. 310,

BCcushing Strout, IThe American Image of the 01d World (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1963', ps 172,
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mmhimtibﬁ& of President Wilson®s advisers,*? Americans in droves.
deserted the standard of iiberal Wilsonian Intmtiémiiﬁm; They
declined responsibility for making the Peace, assuming that Europe
would in some manner reorganize its own house }mﬁ qut:‘.im own
‘destiny, and that the Loague of Nations would somehoy function withe
out their active support, Scnator Henry Cabot Lodge put into words
the dominant feeling when he said, *I would keep Amex:icé as she has
been == mot isolated . , . but . . + master of her own fate,n10
"Let the League, which was made in Europe and belongs to Europe,
g0 there and prosper,  We wish it well, but-let us , + » g0 on in
our own way."il

Let us go on in our own way -~ the European way was not the way
‘for America, of this most Americans had no doubts, When John Dewey
warned in 1920 that the United States should confine its commitments
to the 0ld World to an “irreducible minimm,"12 consecutive Repubs
lcan administrations heeded the sage's advice. Every national

move would be measured against the possibility of its dragging the

9%ailter Lippmann, quoted in Russel B, Nye, This Almost Chosen
People (Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 3.%6), P 91,

10Quoted in William A, Williams, The Tragedy of American Diploe
macy  (New York:s Dell Publishing Company, 3962}, pe 105,

llHenry Cabot Lodge, "Forelgn Relations of the United States,
1021-1924,% Eoraigg &fﬁagm, 2 (June 15, 1924), p« 539,

12J0hn Dewey, "Our ﬁatimz Dilemma,” New Republig, XXI (March
24,y 1920), pp. 117#118. ‘ V
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.eountry into European problems, Styong moral positions yis-a-vis
the 0ld World would be always guarded against. (In this rega?d,
the rout of wizaoniaﬁ ideatism and the;dabunkgng of the war must
be counted as contributing to a relativistic response by many
Americans in the 1920's to such questions of political morality
and personal freedom as posed by the rise of an authoritarian re-
gime in lcaiy«) The thought which stirred Americans, writes Dexter
Perkins, "was all of keeping American freedom of actlon, of avoiding
Leagues &nd~ﬁreétieS~which'&mplieé‘cnmmitman&s,“i3 ‘Fram & war
fought on idealistic principle, Americans wanted fo return to the
mére prosaic endeavors of earning a living, going te the movies,
1§$¢aning to the radio, or driving a Model T Ford. The nation!s
attention, in short, was concentrated upon domestic rxather tham
foreign matters, and those who conducted the people's foreign afe
fairs had to teke into acoount that essential fact, 14

Thus, while successive Republican administ?étiamg in those
years worked iﬁ a sumewhat leftehanded manner to achieve disarmaw
ment =~ going so far as to 3o$3>§n a solemm renunciation of war
as an instrument of nan;cnai policgy e- the'pniteg‘stagesg’tﬁe one
c@unf:& iﬁ'tha interwar world with sufficient prestige and power

to make such agreements worth anything, was preoccupled with other

Bpexter perkins, “The Department of State and American Public
Gpinian,“ in Gordon A. Craig and Felix Gilbert (eds.), The Diplomats,
»1939 (Princeton, N. J.i ?:innatan University Press, 1953), P
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things, HNever was an "international policy® more talked about -
and less practiced, The United States did nok shut itself off
completely « The isclation frem Europe was “only a matter of
politics,"15  Economically, the United States, now the creditor
nation of the world, had more dealings with the Old World than
ever before in pesce time. Though there were those uho unders
stood t:hé irony of America¥s attempt fio combine neoeisolationism
with "dellar diplomacy,”1® this appeal to reason and balance went
unheard, And an individualistic, go-it-alonas nation swung back
to "novmaley™ with Harding and othersiike him, fslanded itself
from Euyopean politics, raised {ts tariff and fmmigration bate
riers, set its powerful economic engines to run indefinitely at
near»top speed, then like the proverbial ostrich thrust its ¢olw
lective head into political, social, mm&é, and diplomatic
sand.

In  such & mwanner did the idealism of Woodpow Wilgon, once
the hope of the world and the pride of his countrymen, plummet
from the helghts. With its falling, Hans Kohn has written, "the
*lost generation' feeling became chavacteristic . « « throughout

13cusning strout, Zhe American imase of the Oid Worlds p. 178.

16The Chicage Even ening Post remavked, "We are out of Europe, but
we enter the race for 'f;ixat thing for whteh Furope cares most = trade
suy:mcxy,ﬂ th:aé in Selig Adler, The Isclationist Impulse, Its

tiotheConkur ggggiag (ﬁw York: AbelardeSchuman, 1955), pe 160,
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the Western world and helped the antisWestern movements achieve
successes undreamt of before, by promising to £il1 a vacuumn37
Humanist ideals were tarnished cven in America «~ Punmasked" as
whollow pretexts for national egotism and economic interests.»18
“The 11iusions I had spent a lifeetime in ‘hoarding," Frederic C
Howe, a Wilsonian idealist cast adrift in the Twenties, declared
in 1926, "were of no use in this world."}®  Democracy itself,
the touchstone of the American faith, came under attack, and not
only from authoritarians like Benitc Mussolini, ®Poor democracyi®
Gamaliel Bradford lamented at the decade's end.

The Radicals abuse it. The Conservatives abuse it

It does too littles It does foo much. The econo.

mists dissect, dissolve if, reduce it to terms bow

low nothing. The columnists and cartoonists make

rhymes and ribald drawings on it. And, worst of all,

the great grave statesmen, who should be its moest

superb illustratory and exponents, toil day and night

their very best to maks i more ridiculous. Who can

blame Lenin in Russia and Mussolinl in Italy for cone

demning it and spurning it ng dog that has had

its day? « + » Poor ﬁma&agy! :
“ifith the cynicism that came with the pustwar days,® Vernon Pare

rington would write, Hehe ﬁmx&ﬂc tiberalism of 1917 was thrown

, Nationalism (New York: The Macmillan

Coupany, 19570, ps 207+
181bid.
19quoted in Russel B. Nye, This Almost Chosen People, pa 34,

20camaliel Bradford, The Quick and the Dead (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1931), p. 187,
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away 1ike an empﬁzy mi&k%ﬁ#fm% cnal

chﬁr kim faii n swift ﬁmﬁsaim ;a;am t:he b%ia&guﬁreﬁ
sitadel of igzmmmmmﬁ fzﬁ’ﬁm:ta mmd mimrsai armaments cons
trol flopped. The mil;t:mz: m;ams whi«:h arose ﬁmm the ashes of
war ar{& f:he: :tmzwamaieﬁ mm, pnﬁmﬁt hy fear or gread, sm*we
m keefp abmaﬁt:a al,i alika ﬁmm themsaxvea in a race to rearm.
Evary year Am«aﬂm men of aﬁﬁaim vami:ioz:eé in Empe, ree
turning with tales of iniquitous kapveniagﬁa The educator David
Starr Jordan despaired ﬁm::f the war had kiiieﬁv the best of Europe,
80 that now the continent had fallen into the hands of brigands
and adventurers, The Chicago Tribune, tsolationist colassizﬁf of
the Middle ﬂest_:, .:‘iemaimeﬁ. its conviction that Eurcopeans conceived
of pesce as the short interval between wars in which everybody
girded for the next. “Why if they had the Niagara Falls,® opined
Will Rogers, *they mm haw had 83 wars over it at various times
to see who would be allowed to charge admission to see it.* By
the middle ye@aré of the decade Senator Albert Beveridge was morosely
remarking that the “Devil's éﬁ%&gﬁmﬂn of war was again asamﬁﬁrig
in the Qm World snd would Sﬁm play again "the a&d and hideous

tune, "2

mvésrmm Parrington, Main Currents in American Ihought (New
York: Harcourt,; Brace and World, w&m, III, pe 412. ' -

z%mtaﬁims in this paragraph are In Selig Adler, The Iso-
lacionist Impulse, pps 144=145¢
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These and like sentiments were not calculated to nurture
in New Era America a s;ats,ii:émiv attitude toward the revolutionary
changes i:mnsfmzng Europe, Indeed, they only served to stiffen
this country's reselve to stay clear of any binding connections
with "the hellebroth of Burope.” American tourists went each
year to wnﬂaa,‘?gﬂﬁ, &&rimg m Rome;: 4 generation of poets,
playwrights, novelists, and artists emigrated there,; But there
was no real meeting of minds between the two continents. Ameris
can diplomats set up shop in the European capitals, but world
diplomacy, American or other, reaped a slim harvest., By the
end of the decade the League of Natlons had proved inadequate
to deal with the heaxm B@ﬁm s0 ir#e&maaimy ‘thrust upen it}
the idealistic &Qli@gg?}}ﬁaﬂd a‘iecr};é;mtmn had become a dead lote.
tery the Treaty a,f,( Versallles, long hated by both sides, had hgd
its provisions openly violated. Many there were in the United
States who, iike ﬂamgqg‘aervegi,@ga, saw around the corner another
general war, ‘ » »

In the A:aaricm mémi,‘ t;hemfam, ezvem:a and ctweinpments of .
the 19205 seemed to point up the apparent wisdom of the 9rigina~1~
postsuwar mii»qy of political and mml, if not economic, nons »’
involvement. ~ But Amaric&m had iittle n!me to amgmmiam thems
selves on thelr own good forpune and 1mg~aigmeémsm Fw in

the last year of the decade disast;er of mm himn economic prow



16

portions overtook them, .,piungin,g- them with much of the Western
‘worid "im:cé a ms:afsﬁiénaxﬁy ‘tzmzaghaf vtmpreaedemm severity.

For the Unlited States, at least, the Great Crash signaled
the end of an cra.. That event and the peace negotiations of the
First Horld War nem;?,y bracketed the decade of the 1920%s, In
rotrespect, this period between war. and depress.ian‘ seems to have
had a unity, a qua?;igy, and a style all its own,  The response
evoked in the United States by.Banit:é Hussolini's arrival on the
vorld stage must be projected against an American backdrop af po-
1itical reaction and scocial materialism, both reinforced by gene
eral prosperity and a cynical, restrictive world-view. Kews
filtering through the American ;wpuiétim of the Fascist March on
Rome and of subsequent svents .inr:if;_ai:} did not enter a transiucent
intellectual vacuum prepared for ite assimilation. Rather, that
accumilating knowledge {as is always the case) inpinged upon
existing mental comstructs, and consequently was selected and ine
terpreted according 0 a laz;‘gaiy»énhjam:wa system of values.
In important aspects, the Italian dictator's credentials seemed
tailor-made to ovoke sympathetic understanding among many Ameri-
cans, Il Duce was a selfemade man, polirvical exemplar é.ﬁ the
American hero, Horatio Alger. In Mussolinits emphasis on teche
nique and technology rather than aspiration and art, in his avowed

pragmatism and ability to get things done, a large number of Ameri-



17
cans found something that they could respect. Fascisem was rew
putedly anti-Communist; so were the overwhelming majority of the
citizens of the American New Era. Fascist Italy spurned the
League of Nations and distrusted {ts forper allies, England and
France} the United $tates wanted to be hound by neither League
nor former allles. Mussolini declared that pariiamentary demos
cracy was contemptiblel influential Americans believed that he
might be right. As all of these considerations sprang from
the New Era milieu, the American response to the rise of Mussow
1ini must In some ways go o the very center of owr national iife
in the period, If this asesessment is correct, the verdict res
turned to the basic question asked by this study should provide
a key to Aperica’s more generalized appreciation of life, society,
politics, and the world at ome particular time, In this sense,
the American image of Mussolinl may be regarded as a wirror of

America.



CHAPTER 1
"BOMBASTES FURIOSO":
THE RISE OF THE FASCISTS AND THE INITIAL AMERICAN RESPONSE

Necessity. is the plea for every infringement
of human freedom. It 15 the argument of tyw
rants, i& is the cresd of slaves,

~=WILL1aM PITT?

When Benito Mussolini rose suddenly to power in 1922, four years
after the war ended in Europe, the Weéstern world was caught unw
prepared, News trickling into the United States from Italy, for
example, had been thin and colorless, and was Intexpreted by an
il1l-informed public 4s a good omen. ' Actually, a movement of cone
siderable moment had for several years been gathering ites forces
~~ a phenometion which did not escape the notice of all Americans.
On the October day in 1918 when Woodrow Wilson first received
overtures for a general armistice, Ray Stannard Baker, in northern
Italy on an intelligence mission for the President, had watched
"with rapt attention as g stocky, wellespoken man in soldierfs unis
form addressed a miliing throng in a Milan plaza. *I was too far
away and the confusion was oo great to hear what he said," Wilson's

observer wrote, "but the vigor of the ma"ri; the rough power of his

~ iporothy Sara (ed.), Hew Handy Pocket Book of Quotations (New
York: Books, Inc.s 1953‘}1 P 72, ‘ 7 »

#18»
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face, and the wild but vital way with vhich he flung his arme
B0 impressed me that I inguired . « « about him » + o And
Baker added, *I found that his name was mmmm?

A few months ia%r; Morris Hillguit, the American sodialist,
was in the offices of the Italian Secialist organ; A vantil shortly
after it had hééﬁ;ﬁxéﬁkéé by ‘a handpf 'ﬁﬁééﬁimi s bxwka-~s&irta&
Faseisti. It looked like a revolution, he rmke&, but was
told that it had been merely “a gang of thugs® - “The real danger,"
Hiliquitz,*,'s_f informant .continued, was "in the {?xin;ed States ~+ right
4n your own New York State where five legally a&a‘ctéd smia}i:sw

-have been deprived of their mandates by the votes of the legisla«
ture, I‘l"hat?s where the danger is, in legalized reaction: These
thugs here,” Hillquit was assured, "won*t last i_.ozsg;_'sf?’ - At about
the same time, on November 20, 1919, the most diligent readers of
the Rew York Times might well have pauscd. over this eryptic notice,

“buried on page 17: |

ks

MILAW, Nov, 19 ~~ Professor Benito Mussolini,
Director of Popolo d*Iitalia, & Soclalist candis
date for the Chamber fof Deputies, the Italian .
parliament/, has been axrested, . « » charged
- with concealing explesives in his newspaper
Coffice. ' ' ' o

Thus was Benlto Mussolinl introduced to Americans, im such a

- 2quoted in Jonathan Daniels, :3@ Zige Botwee: ggg MHars ’ (Garden
City, N. Ji3 Doubleday & Company, 1966}, pe :

35¢e Stephen A;Eéushmaﬁgim March of EaScis
L2 )

(New Haven: Yale

University Pressy 1939), p.
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fashion was launched the extraordinary public life of I Duce,
blacksmith's son and journalist, sometine Soclalist, anarchist,
‘and Fascist ideologue; by turns, political agitator, bully, and
worlderenotmed statesman. Mussolini®s political career was the
stuff for legends, and thus it became while he lived.

Back in Milan after the war in which he had been wounded fighting
on the side of the Allies, Mussolini had formed his political

wilitia, the Fasei di O imente, an organization dedicated to

a vague, Socialiststinged program aimed at the realization of a2
greater Italy.*  Drawing its lifesblond from disgruntled war
veterans, unemployed workingmen, and fmpressionable, nationmalistie
youths, the movement spread throughout the country. As labor dise
turbances repeatedly shook the pariiamentary regime in 1920 and
1521, Mussolini, always attuned te the main chance, worked at the
grass-roots, extending his influence and av length becoming somes
thing of a gang chieftain of widely scattored bands of Fasci. The
chief Pascist weapon, then as later, was viclence, Alded by wides

spread discontent and peevishness toward 8 succession of weak demo=

“For italy's role in the First World War and her difficulties
after Vevsailles see Thomas Nelson, ltaly and the Horld War (Londons
Chapman & Hall, 3921), chaptor XXII1.
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nmt:ie ::atrinats, Mmsmnaﬁs iiautmants slugged thelr vmy ‘to. power
in damns of hamlets, The Faaeist;s wageé a minor guerri ila war
againat: striking S{»::ianst werkems, raide& the affices af ute
ﬁxvﬁeaﬂly ne"ws;:»apers, anﬁ generally mrrar%m& anyone who stood aw
gainst them. As late as the summer of 1922 Vincent Sheean, an Ameris
can nwampemn, found tﬁm “Hdztia noye than a national organization
of hoodiums® wzm **sang mudly uﬁf keyn amd, under “the ardara of an
exsSocialist pniitic'ian named Mussoiini R ma_dé na prammm of smashe
ing mndwg;b@ating up old men, and creating dism‘rm@sf in"t:iié
street,"> Mussal%ni was still tkeareticauy a Secialist, but (as
John Gunther has said) ”w gain m&r ‘he had to have an enemyg thw
he ﬁought; the wuming :cza-asa&; und.er: the pmx:anm that he was
tliberacing’ them" «- ﬁsmw}.y ﬁ;*m smvﬁery to Laxxi'm

&%: Iengm, the ?asuisi: i:acz:ics af terror and mamim hazi the
caiautated effem:. aft:ev the xexmanﬁs aﬁ the Italian Sac:iaiiet
gaﬁz’ty, at: no time ve:;.jr pmzmt amt aeminly m r.ianger t:cs i:he alected
wvermnn in 1922@ wsm paﬁ ém in a biwémbauh in anguﬁ%:, wzz,
ti:;e Black Shirts muxd pase aa Imiyis saviors. ,Am Musaaz;ini

their leader was wwerfui am}ugh to chaiimga the higmﬂt authorsty

6John Gunther, Procession {ﬂw Yorks Harper & Rov, w&ﬁh Pe

25,
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40 the '{.anﬁg« 11 Duce's supporters had now been ‘augmmm@ :
The Wemtwe establishment, impressed by his yeoman work
. agai'nai‘:} ﬁhﬁiﬁfif‘%iﬁiﬁg .warémxi and mgéfuﬁ of controlling him in
its own class i:iuerasti had come wg;"tia Mussolini's side. The
E regular army, amadz;y _néutm?.-r-,,' ;gwxé stand aside and let the
faéaisﬁt; stmﬂgmh ﬁreaﬁ wit;h the ng. Hence, xfhen in the last
. week of October, 1922, Mussolini dm;xdaé the ﬁémtion of a
Fasclst government anrd, ,t:al emphasize his demm&, mﬁcm&:ﬁat&d
his blackeshirted irregulars on the approaches t:# ‘R@a,- there
wera none to stand against hims Victor Emmanuel; a constitus
tional monarch, sxthit;te& weakly, fired his Frsn:é Minister, and
fovited Mussolini to come }dm from Milan and form a new cabinet,
This the Faseist leader did, detraining in Rome on the evening of
October 30th, when the issue of sgméésié:; wvas no 1¢$ng«er in doubit,’
~ In the first Mussolini government, a coalition of Fasc:isi::s and
M&ioﬁa;isﬁa; Benito Mussolini became Premier and Duce (leader) of
the Itallans, vhile the subordinate -p@ss:s went to a mixed company
of independents and members of the Fascist party, All parties of
the Left were rigidly excluded: In the new governmentts first

. month, while a cautious Duce felt his way, the Italian parliament,

7The events leading up to the March on Rome are recounted in Roy
MacGregoreHastie, % Q%%gg the Lion (London? Machonald, 1963}, pp«
88.130. See also Rene AlbrechteCarrie, Italy from Napoleon to Mussoe
iini  (New York: Columbia University Press, 1950}, pp. 135-164,



23

_st:iil constitutionaily m:pme, txied to stand firm on its pre-
mga::wes, then wavered, i::resa}.ute, and fal:!. Qithm the yaa::
the E‘aﬂmisw were supreme, Mtxssanni, sum uE himﬁelf :ww, forced
out the nom?ascism and gra&uaizy accrued ﬂictatormz power. Als
though muted pari&&mmaw apposztian was for a. t:ime mwrax:ad,
even this was arushed af‘mx: 192&, when, izx the aﬁtermtﬂa of the
paut;ic:ai mux:der oﬁ ;he suc&aiist: ieadez: in parliamem:, Giacomo
Matteotti, the Duce c:ame down with bax:h ﬁaef: on the swiving Ope
pasimmz,a Here; as alsewham, the diammr appximi his ::utztzieea&
dictums "There are t:huse who h&ve to be crushed by truth before they
can uﬁdem&&aé 1,00

That done, Mussolini mm: £o tsm:i: remodeling Itallan society.
By tha end of the dacade he had ass:abiished the various organs i&ﬁ
‘what Jc;lm m:raszhery would call *k:hzz!: “emm::am imposture," the
corporate smts.w More man once pubiicly beasting that he had
walked oyer the ’*st:it&:mg farm of ée:nmz:aay’" to bring forth his *now
italy, mmiini called only two gmami elections bet:wen 1922
1930, and ba;:h were shams. 'rxze eim:zmn‘ of 1922 was aamiaid out

mﬁaﬁ a “reformed® electoral Byﬁtwﬁ which assured the Fascists a

BAlbrechtecarrie, italy Mussolini, pp. 167-168.

“Mussolini, quoved in John Gmﬁh@, Brocession, pe 34.

- 10Johp Strachey, "An Elaborate lmposture,” Nation, CXXXVII
(October 18, 1933), p. 448,
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twosthirds majority in the parllamentary body, - the Chamber of
hggﬁti:es; By 1928 the Chambeyr had long éi,;ma bec:ma a “whhex*
-étamp;*‘ for 11 Duce ruled by m,me; The elections of wm- tn
which ms aﬁfmd but one &1&&:@ of i?amsathapmmé mmﬁﬂaﬁ%,
pmsem:eé ?&scmm aad follow tmvelerﬂ with wary yaritameamry
mmﬁ Maam:ima,, the basic Exeedoms of speech, asmciaz:iem,
and the pxem were &mi iaimd, labor mia:m baimd han& and foot,
local governmeonts made ﬁepen&ene in mry action !zpozl the ape
proval of the central authority, and political recaleitrants
exterminated mﬁamt:éd:w im%:tig at .auétr, effective mswﬁmaé
to the yegiﬁ;es m@mwpﬁmmua by its absence,}?’ o

The Mussolini gwermt had its'i;a&:iﬂ?é éide.p Slmiﬁ
mneausly mm hia mawxm& on gsalu:ieaz; eppmsi &iaa, zéusﬁaimi
attacked h;s muatryw efaamic ;:mﬂms. 'tim prahihitim aﬁ!
strikes and lockouts, iﬁ%&eﬁw igs b&mﬁ-ui eﬁfﬁgm upon ermgav
men, reduced losses in manshours and thus stimulated ind;rawzai
gmdggz#im, at least for the mr%; rut.  Food gﬁa&mg;ﬁn msl im
creased “i:y 4 “battle aﬁ the grain® An mmm public mrk:a |
program provided @pi;mmﬁ ﬁ%fr $maé zmﬂm, Saﬁm&ﬁ; %‘zmﬂé@%

dems, electricity, and shelter for many others. The government

iiﬁarbart m sp@m&m Government and Politics in Italy (ﬁw
York: World Book Company, 1932}y pps 1645, ﬁaa a}m m, RI11
m;’tii 8;’ 1‘92’9}; Pe 25& ‘

12 g&&ﬁ‘ CHEXI (November 3«1«; 1@25)' P 5236
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was frugal, hard-working, and, by comparison with othor regimes of
Italy's recent past, honest and efficient: In many areas of Italien
1ife, material progress was at once evident, but all too often at the
cost of such w&:&:&gibles‘ as political and personal liberty.

There was, as Rene Albrecht-Carrie has said, a “large element
of opportunism in the Fascist makeup.”:3  In no other realm was
this fundamental characteristic more pronounced than in Fascist
foreign policy in its first decade, The Mussolini goverrment in
pursuing its foreign policy objectives, even as George Fo Kennan's
Soviet Russia in a later day, had ®no compunction about retreating
in the face of superior force. . + «+ Its main concern [was]/ to make

sure that it [had] fiilad every nook and cranny available to it im
the basin of world power.*}% Expansionisteminded nations are ever
so, and, although Kennan wrote this to describe the expansionist
tendencies of the Kremlin in our time, it could almost as well have
been written in the 1920%s about the policy emanating from the Paw
tazzo Chigl in Rome. '

In a sweeping survey of Raty*»& international position submitted
for his informacion te the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs in

1932, Baron Raffaele Guariglia characterized his country's foreign

, 13Rene Albrecht-Carrie, Italy from Napoleon to Mussolini, p.

i‘*{éeame F, Kemnan/, “The Sources of Sovist Conduct," Foreign
Affairs, 25 (July, 1947), pp. 574«573.
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policy a5 “historically constrained, for intrinsic and obvious
reasons, £o take its stand f£irst oh one side and then on another;
to pursue the execution of its aims by cutting from the garments
of fts different adversaries the material necessary for its owm
cloak; and to take refuge on rainy days (so long as this cloak
was not ready) under the ample and cagﬁééwm mantle of England 13
Paron Guariglia, at the time Italy's ranking career diplomat, had
enunciated a substantially accurate statement of the rather modest
policy which geography and natural resources had since the Empire
decreed for Italy, a policy with which Guariglia and the other pere
manent officiale of the Forelgn Ministry had "gone to school,”
Scanning the £irst ten years of ﬁmeli/'ni‘& tenure, during a good
part of which Il Duce had been his own Poreign Minister, the olde
line diplomatist discerned no break in the traditional policy of
realistic vestraint. Guariglia could take comfort in the fact
that Italy's new master, izaapi te his penchant for world-defying
speeches exalting the virtues of war and conquest, had "showed
himself convinced of the necessity of not ﬁapaxuiztg from + & &
[its] fundamental 1linmes,w10

Benito Mussolini?s foreign policy, though haphazard in parti-

ﬁ{;mtad in H., Stuart Hughes, "The Early Eiplcmacy of 1 t:alian
ffasaim;” in Gordon A, Cralg and Felix Gilbert (eds,), The B
1919»1 3# {low York: Athenoum, m&s}, I pe 210, '

iﬁ‘; iﬁ;; Pe 2294
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culars, wi‘ﬂm&eﬁ;@a paramount goals throughout the decade of
the 1920%s:  the sotilement to Italy's gain of problems left over
from the War and the Peace, for example, Fiume, war debts, colonial
mandates, and xgpamf;ims; and an inaipiﬁnt_% if controlled and often
covert, extension of Italian power in the éraa of the Mediterranean
Sea closest to Italy and in North Africa. The Duce was realistic
enough to undewm& the relative weakness of his internal power
base and habitually backed down In crises rather than overstax its
Thus both atlzmn&s of activity me#m&&nio&gd by Muséaiinﬂs desire
to reassure thc_a great powers of his pacific intentions, while at the
same time displaying for his own fcmtrymﬁn‘# benefit his talent for
scoring dip’im;zétiw victories "on the cnespmf’ "Mussolinits view
extends much less far s:hm those who mest sdmire him and those who
most fear him are prone to imagine," remarked a com:emp&mry writer
: rfs. "He pursues little successes here and there

re . + + [aiming] chiefly

iﬁ Fag;aign
rather than une politique de grande
st maintaining a 'nuisance value' so that sometime the people who

gnve

want peace will beg that he be given something somewhere to keep
him quist.® This writer, Hamilton Fish Armstrong, correctly took
Mussolini's measure. Il Duce played for prestige, he sald, keeping

every possible pot boiling in the “hope that something . » » fwould/

17Hughes, “Early Diplomscy of Italian Fascism," p. 219,



8
turn up."18  The Italian Fasoist foreigi policy, said another
shrewd observer, was %one of agile adjustment to changing circims
stances. The mesns vary, but the end is always the samé: the
 aggrandizement of Italy."19 - viewed iﬁ.ﬁgis 1light, Mussolinits
pacifistic, wholly weassonable stance at Lausanne in 1922, his
braggadocio during the Corfu incident in 1923, his occupation in
the same year of Yugoslavedisputed Fiume (and subsequent concilis
ation of the matter), his settlement with Great Britain in 1924
of the problem of colonidl compensation and with the United States
in 1925-1026 of the vexing que$ti§ﬁ ¢£ war debts; his cynical sube
ordination of little Albania and provocation of powerful France in
1926, and his efforts thereafter in the cause of armaments control
- +e alternately excmplify his twoepronged purpose ia.fazeign‘puliqyg
a policy of restrained opportunism which carried over into nﬁe

1930%s,%0

2% was this newly r&ayawﬁeé_iﬁaiy¢ Ee&aﬁt,ms representative
ga@arnmenx and dayfivaé of its iandam&n&&l libertias, but nightly

ﬂrgantﬁaéi yra&pe:&ua hy Itaiiaﬁ atandarés, and assartﬁve»a» uﬁis

mﬂmwm Fish Armstrong, **z:mxy, Jugoeamvia and mlmpatm,»
ign Affalrs, 4 (January, 1926), pp. 191, 202,

19James G. NeDonald, “Fascist Foreign Policy," Survey, LVII
€Maroh 1; 19273* P ?&3*

39aughas, nEarly Diplomacy of Italian Fascism," pp. 230«233,
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wmm amz i%:s puce which in the era of Ra;mmwan agsoendancy
ﬁrmi&‘in@d islm American gaze as ‘had m&:hmg $¥$ﬂ m‘x the iﬁmm

national scene since the ﬁaxshﬁwgi& .rmiugiqu m Rusﬁ:%a*

il

in the mméiam aftermath of s%iw Fié&ﬁ '%axi& Var the ameriﬁah, press
;iéd remarked on tho gr%nding poverty mid social chaos which lay like
& curse on Italy, and had noted the emergence of Mussolinli's Fascist
party. But few Americans at the time had any idea what the Fascists
stood for or what would be their program should they gain power, Ag
late as 1922, an American journalist on the scene could declare:
.*"Theyhéve some kind of idea about , ., , govermment » + » fbut/ I
don*t know what it vsé w2l 1n early dispatches from a land troubled
by desultory éi?ii war; the Black Shirts were more often than not res
garded as eccentric nationalists, a little rowdy, perhaps; and thorns
in the sides of the "Bolshias® (as Italian socialists were known in
the Upited States), but not especlally dangerous to Italian parlias
mentary institutions, For although there were reports of serious ofs
fenses of vielence and breaches of the law, Fascist activities were

most often interpreted as an over-exuberance of rather school«boyish

2lyincent Shecan, Personal Histowy, p. 34.
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good spirits, News items from Italy, i:&f&hﬁﬁ:@ gave Americans no
cause for a%am*%

An article in the llberal New “mm World in ﬂambar, 1920, two
years before the March on Rome, tried to dispel this amplacqmye
On the 18th of October the Horld communicated that “armed radicals
in ﬁiw.;k aﬁ%kﬁé;ﬁ" wielding hand~grenades, fire-bombss bludgeons, and
castor oil, had attacked in the night the offices of an anti-Fascist
newspaper in Trieste, At least twenty shots were fired by the ir;w
diseriminate young Fascists in the direction of an afﬁr:ia& c:f the
American consulate and the European corvespondent of the World,
Lincoln Eyre, both of whom had offices in the newspaper building.
The consul ismediately fired off an indignant report to the State
Department (which quietily f£iled it away). Eyre cabled his editor
in New ¥York that "this outrage is one of a long series committed
by these bandits, these natfonalist hoodlums, Fascisti as they call
thomselves, » » » who protend to be inspired with patriotic devotion

to Italian ideals.,” "This scntiment,” subscribers to the Morld

were told, "translates itself in their warped minds into systematic
oppression by the most brutal and covardly means, of all who venture

to disagree with them,n23

23%&% Basil Thompson, "The Spread of the Fascist Movement in
Eurepe and Mexico,” § ay Evening Post, 195 (March 10, 1923), pp.
1€,

zﬁﬁw York w%m, m:s;abw 18. 1%2%; Sea George Seldes, Sawdu
: nto! sory of ; and Faseiem (New York:s ﬁmax
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In the summer of 1921, Anne O'Hare MeCormick, a New Yerk Iimes
reporter, returned to the United %;atms another presentiment that
ﬁ:’;&ﬁm change was “simmering i:ﬁ *the Book' =+ a prospect which
she did not £ind repugnant,

‘It is impossible %o blink the fact, [she wrote in the

agazine, Juné 5, 19217 that all over EBurops
tiaete 48 growitig up a generation tired of old men's
wisdom, oﬁ the fumbling of parliamente, of the caue
tious. formulas of statesmanship, That is what the
Fascisti movement in Italy really amounts 0. + «
It 18 a ruthless povement, as youth is ruthless, It
gubstitutes swift and decisive action for the slow
.processes of legislation and experiment.

Anne MeCormick took note of Benito Mugssolini as a man on the rise
in Itallan politics, Hor accoaunt of 4 parliamentary secssion she,

attended in Rome, published in the Times M: e on July 26, 1921,

was oratular, "More interesting than the speech of the King," she
wrote, "was the emergence of the now party of the Extreme Right »e
the small group of Fascisti,” The founder and leader of the party
tiad been W the pariiamentary ”debﬁﬁamm” and had delivered an
impassicned plea for national unity. 1t was, she declared, "one of
the best political spocches I have ever _haém,. a little swaggering,
but caustic, powerful, and teiling,” In this humbly~born son.of a
countzry blacksmith a distraught Italy had heard at last “its master's

voige, 24

2%% Meyer Berger, The Story of r.he New York Times, 1851195
ww York: Simon and Schustor, 3951}, Pe 33‘?* and mhn Hohenberg,

reign Correspondences The Great Reporters and Thelr gige (;ﬁew
Yar!ﬁ: Columbia ummmtty ?ress, 1964), pe 267.
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At this time t:tm f.utura Duce was m:ili & rather ahwura w‘ii*
tical agit:atam in January. 1@22, iw tumad up in Eranw, mem
he x;wared m iiimfamﬁ camﬁ ;::mfezma for bis awn paper, the

?awiﬁn organ mggg

dfItalia. : E@&bb %iiiier f::ﬁ the ﬂnimd Fr%a

mﬁ stationed t:haw, 3‘.&*&:@:: he mcmeﬁ his ﬁiwt: impreseions w

the Fascist macicam *For my pam:w M&lmr confessed, "i wwm

nevexr mvm known of ‘m;a msam:e amzxg ::he £Wo hunﬁréd mrmaa
pondents . « bui: f:;:zr an imidem; in %::%m mbby of the Cariton (
Hotel .® %t: seeus bh&t: Loxd R;ddsil, a mamber af the Brit:&sh deies
gat;;tm, had been briefing a gmug uf rxm;:agarman we in the pmeﬁa
raﬁewmg ta tha naacaat ﬁ‘aseisc party as & “gang of hmligans# -
whereupon one of i:he mxmﬂms:s pai:xi:ed to b@ussoxmi, lotmging neaxn"
by but out of hearing, wiﬁi*t the _a&mmi&:&an. “(Zaraful, t:hat man’s
the head of ie." To %&;ﬁﬁ st;ezfy Webb z»i-i:ﬁex mtzmspegtzively aﬂ&eﬁ
that Mussolini had "tzmtmd ar&tm& wi!:h the rest of uss aartgmg his
mtaﬁnaie md pencils mbady pam am; a%;tmiom t:a him at ali.”zﬁ

Hy V. ﬁaiizenhm, later ﬁamaei ag a mﬁia mmar:am;w but mm m#king
fm" the Bma&iyn 4;33_,, set down a similar racx:aimmim, "In the
Italy of those a&ya .[mzzm»zz},n he wrove, “not much was h@d about
mm@imﬁw All one knew was that "he had been & $mia.§;&at; editor in
m:km;m with his Fascisti claimed credit for putting down certain

25yebb Miller, I Found No g eace (ﬁew Yorks Sim:m and smxszem
1936), pp. 132+133..
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leftswing n;:ﬁsmm but 5o one took him seriously.»26

Ameriea aaﬁmmmd mmmma& rig&t ug to the Mamh on Rome.,
The ;;hrase ”me Kn Rﬁim mm @f zt:al.y" eaprassa& the genemi zun
nﬁ prasg wment even ai‘tw ;:I:m zmmm: ?ﬁﬁﬁiaﬁ smcas:a in breake
mg tm gmemx smﬂtem* m:xiim of Augum:, 1922; But aimoﬁt from
z:ha day newapaye:rs ;awiaﬁ in xaxga headmmﬁ %;tm paramicai news
mﬁ tﬁw “ca;mura” of Rﬂm by its ovm ci#zizm, the w “g_ggg_
mmd a aigl‘tifiﬂm shiﬁt: in attii:udm Mussolmi aﬁd Fasaim were
now taken in ciaad aeriausstm A gx*em: nmhar of American 3nuraals,
wnﬁe am aﬁ t:he difﬁwi:&ﬁs thh wmch the new regime would
have to cm, feit: that the iangpsuffvsrmg Italian paagxe migm: at
S.ast: have affeai’:iwa ;miit:imz 3.%4!@;‘5&19. ;

The eim:imwi Time QV*S,? 1S eﬁsmrmumﬁ in mgs mpeﬁux
wein, "1t should be rm&mwﬁ,ﬁ it eﬁeﬁl&mﬁ, fthat the i’asé&ai:i
az‘za pagriots," Out of the vm!.em:e of iaaiy#a mcm:: past:, the Cine
éimtm newspaper gm;mezsmd, *‘may come & new arﬁar + & + which will
mmy that hmwﬂc iand to the greatest destmy af which Maazms and

Garibaldi and Cavour dreamed,n27 ma Hew York Heralc went farther,

‘vaunting the Duce's apparent address, energy, and organizational ae

27y3eerary Digest, LXXV (November 18, 1922), p. 17,
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bility in round terms.

As a soldier Mussolini knew no hours of duty except

those which digcipline demanded; as a boy in his

father's blackemith shop he arcse with the sun,

These lessons he epplies to his preseat dutles;

his Cabinet begins with the hours of the workers

and it meets with the'gmmqmess of 'z:he soldier,
The surging enthusiasm and vigor of late displayed by the Italian
people, the Herald asserted, could be traced to the accession of
the Fascist govermment, the "real strength" of which lay "in the
abiiity and fearlessness of its strong head and in the honesty and
aimeritﬁr of its individual membatswz&

An Putlook editorial, noting the Fascists' open fight against
“ghe disruptive elements® in their homeland, a struggle which now
had ended in the scattering of the "chaose.makers™ and the painful
but resolute renewal of government and productive industry, applauded
what was perceived to be a newly constituted "reign of youth.” "Somee
times," the editorial declared, "it is thought that youth is radicalj
but: here is an example of youth acting with vigor and initiative in
a spirit which is in the broadest sense comservative,* But for
Fascism's service as a constructive moral force, OQutlook concluded,
Italy must certainly have gone the way of Russia In 1917.2%  “The

Fascisti have made the first substantial contribution to world ordeprs

28y bid.

29vpaseisti Triumph,” Qutlook, 132 (November 15, 1922), pp. 469-
470, ~
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ing since the war," concurred a writer in North American Review.
“Shaum it prove permanem; it wiii rank ammd in impoytance only
to H:aiy' s most nm:ame justice af 1848 ~= the m:swgimentm“%

But many American journals were frankly skeptical, pointing
out that the Fascists were but a minority n the Chamber of Depus
ties and, as a ﬁ;;éiygio‘f;gréup of #ati:oaaliaés, iabéi: syndicalists,
astétdiérs, and peasants, the party itself would never stay to-
gether long enough to accomplish anything worthwhile, The New
?ﬂr‘k m was of t:ixi'& viem% A few periodicals, besides insinue
ating a short career for the parvenu Mussolini, were openly hostile.

"Mussolini is a Caesar," declared the New Republic, “whether for the

moment or longey dega:{ds on whether he has the vision of a Caesar
or that of the ringiaadar of a common mntinﬁg'* Thus far, said the
1iberal weekly, “he has not given the outside world any clue as to
his real significance. All that we can certainly know is that he
is able t¢ clothe remarkably small ideas in remarkably big words 32
11 Duce's early ﬁmeulence in the dispute with Yugoslavié aver
the port of Flume caused early comsternation, %It is rumored,”
remarked the washingt:un Post, "t;hat: the Faascist:i have the intention

of repudiating the 'ifs:eaty of Rapollo, regulating the sit:qat:im in

30308eph {:@111:;&,‘ *'nast Bloodless Rava!m:im,” North American
Review, CCXVII (Janmry, 1923), ps 1,

3lpicervary Digest, LXXV {November 18, 1922), pp. 17-18.
328w Republic, XXXIIl (November 29, 1922), p. 2.
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the Adriatic.?  The Washington paper wanted vigorous sanctions
against the offender. "No xeiatians between governments,™ it
declared, “would be possible if such a f;ggxana breach of faith
by any nation were committed or condoned."33 The St, Louis
Star expressed a similar distrust of Mussolini's foreign policy
fntentjonss The people of the Great Republic, it proclaimed,
*will regret particularly that almost the first prophecy ¢amiﬁg»
from Rome 36 that the new Govermment never will ratify the Washs
ington Naval Treaty, because tﬁe Fascisti are bent upon keeping
1taly unlimited as to naval power."” Il Duce's evident intransis
gence; the Star feared, "almost wipes out the prospect of bringing

3% (This fear proved unfounded, for the

the Treaty into force."
buce shortly agreed to a capital-ship tonnsge one~third that of
the United States and Great Britain, and the Washington protocol
was s&gﬂa¢435}

On the whole, Italy’s image and the respect accorded its
government was enhanced by Mussolini®s coming. Elbert Francis
Baldwin, writing in the Qutlook, susmarized what was probably the
typical first impression. 11 Duce, he said, "is a vonder, and no

mistake. With all his possible bumptiousness and probable faults,

ry Digest, LXXV (November 18, 1922), p. 18,

341bgd,
33see Dexter Perkins, Charles Evan® Hughes and Amevican Demo-

cratic Statesmanship (Boston: Little, Brown and Co Company, 1936), PPe
95=119.
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he has succeeded . + » if assuring longsneeded efficiency and econos
my to patient, plucked Italy."36 "In my twentyefive yedrs . . s
abroad," Lulgl Barzini, an Italian ournalist, wired from New York
in the summer of 1923, at about the same time the Baldwin article
‘appeared in ngg’l@k; %] have never felt myself to be the son of a
mmt:;?_y" 80 much &é&y&amﬁ and apbt@ié;zé&@”ﬂ American opinion
h’a&,‘ at the worst; msm to ;;és‘tzﬁci:ie Judgment until such time as
the new regime had been given a fair chance to succeed. Here is
an example of this "wait dnd see" at:t;i##ﬁa; from the hand of Ei L.
MacVeagh of The Worldis Work, a ;jhmx of opinions

The future of the fx-ﬁa&aﬁ chi&ﬁ} movement is of

course unpredictable. Lausanne has gvoked confident

prophecies by elderly diplomats that Mussolini cannot

last. . + » [But] 1if Mussolini does not go to extremes .

in internal social rveform, or in his foreign policy, and

if he can restrain his turbulent followers and can guide

their energles into legal chanmels; he may accomplish

such for his country, In the meantime the results of

the first goup dfotat in modern Italy suggest widely di-

vergent possibilities which are of international ime

portance, and which are certainiy worth the attention

of the epectator beyond the Emnt:ierﬁg

In that “springtime of Fascist Italy," despite some skepticism

as to the Duce's long-range significance and a number of misgivings
concerning Fascist forelgn policy; the _iai&:mi American response was
rather generous, Mussolini would seck to exploit that £irst lapress

sion to his and Fascist Italy's advantage. .

36wan ftalian Cromwell," Qutlook, 134 (June 20, 1923), p. 217,
‘37quoted in Roy MacGregoreHastid, Day of ghe Liom, p 148

~ 3Bwigaly's Revolutlonary ' Comservatives," World's Vork, XLvi
{June, 1923}, p. 214, )



CHAPTER 111
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE:
OPINION*S BUGLES AND MUSSOLINI

True opinijons can prevail only §f the
facts to which they refer are knowunj if
they are not known; false ideas are just
as effective as true ones, if not a little
more effective,
««WALTER LippMann®

Although the First World War greatly increased the space given to
foreign affairs in Amorican newspapers, not more than seven journals
maintained in the Twenties Yany considerable foreign service.*? The
£first twenty years of this century had witnessed many technical im-
provements in American journalism,; and sach succeeding year brought
many more, but the better means of collecting and reporting inforw
mation made possible by news associations and the like had not yet
made 1ts presence felt in the relatively neglected fisld of forelgn
corvespondence. In the 1920%'s domestic affalrs still held the spots
light, and the trickle of foreign reports from the country's nows
services could not as a rule remedy the lack of perspective in the

average American readerts mmm:’

lQuoted in George Seldes, You Can't Print Thatl (Garden City, N. Y¥.:
Garden City Publishing Company, 1929), p: 9.

2gilas Bent, "International Window Smashing,” Harper’s Magazine,
CLVII {Septembexr, 1928), p. 428,

3The press, Walter Lippmann wrote in 1922, apropos of news reporting
«38=
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The quality of news coverage in the area of forelgn affairs

was decidedly inferior to that of the domestic scene.® The reason
for the disparity is not far to find: Subscriber demand for foreign
nows, though steadily increasing, did not in the 1020%s justify the
expenditure of large sums for the deployment of newswgathering ofe
fiees on feraign 3@»51 for any but »ﬁhe most wsmpazitan newspapers
and magasines. speaﬁmg of the Amric:an press as a 'whnle, it simply
did not have enough experienced apeé#mves in the forelign field to
do the job. And in x@ga;ﬁs to a ;ﬁ:art:iwzat plece of foreign soil,
there was another, equally compelling, reason éhy news cw@éage waa
rather poors ﬁm Hwéaémm*a Italy the stream of fimmm corress

pondence was polluted at its source.

Italy had not been an important center for world news before the
Duce ensconced himself in Rome. London, Paris, and Berlin had boen
the journalistic "hot spors" of Burops, from which cables flew a~

round the world, The Italian capital had been on the periphery of

generally, ™is like the beam of a searchlight that moves restlessly
about, bribging one ¢pisode and then another cut of the darkness ins
to vision, Men cannot do the work of the world by this light alone.
They cannot govern soclety by apmx}das, incidents, and eruptions.*

i’%b&ﬁﬁ 3 Pe 364,

bpreston W, Slosson, The Great Crusade and After,
{New York: The ﬁaemﬂm Cmpany, 1930} 3 pps 345-358.

T
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this great axis, I%whing emza:mg had nappenms there singe the
Riswgimntn@ some awenty years bcafm:vaa But Mussolini*s arrival
f:mnged all thﬁtg Impgm:ant t:hixxga st:art;ed to happen, and Rﬂm w
came a major hub csf news almost mremigm:. The xeasems ﬁar this
siews “revolution” were bound up in the perscmiity am: :net::mds of
bﬁwa&imi txim&amﬂ ﬁe pmvea £o ’be ”gmd eapyﬁ' i{e vas a daez: e
“even in re;mse the syarm faixly flw frﬁm ‘the 5upax¢hargeﬁ amoa»
gham amd him . itz was aaid. ﬁif; was this Quaurzy of mbmt
'margy, as we shall sesa, ‘which f::auaaﬂ maay Mghiy«-piawd persaxm in
America to draw cmrim& ‘between thé ftalian dictator and the
‘great preswar Aperican ?reaizienz:, :rheodam ‘Roosevelt,) After tﬁa
March on Rome, . dxam by t:.hes mgnetic personality and flamboyant
ways of 11 Duce and the excitement of a movement that "moved,™ néwss
men from the United States flocked to Romes

.. Second only to a good press at home, Benito Mussolini desired,
and strove for, a favorable press abroad, By profession a purveyor
:af :wma* 1% Bma proved to be an adroit, if selfstaught, propagans
‘dism To ensure that Fascist Italy was always presented abroad in
‘the best possible light, Mussolini employed the timestested techs
ﬁiqu& nﬁ successfui mn&puia&ow, namaiyg “i:ha carrot and . thta amck,

-s:xr* as a zmtempomw Amrican Gbaerver ﬁe&cribad it:. ‘*tﬁe svgar m&
the wmp,ﬂﬁ | " on z:he one hand, Muasaimi trieﬁ £o curry favor with

5”&11 mrsmn %b@mr, . wz:m m%r, the %f.p, and Mussoling,"
spendent, CXVII(January i, 1927), pp. 17+19.
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foreign correspondents acceredited to Italy. But when reporters
abused their hospitable host, the Duce’s wrath was visitoed wpon
them,

For not altogether altrulstic reasons, then,; Mussolini was cares
ful to treat representatives of important news organs with courtesy
and consideration. Governmental and party press facilities and telew
phone and telegraph services were offered free of charge for their
convenience, The more prominant. or more cooperative among them
were tendered special honors.® Moreover, Mussolini became the most
accessible of European heads of state. He was aware of the propas -
ganda value of pegrsonal interviews with members of the coxps of
foreign reporters, and he granted thom to favored correspondents
with a lavish hand. As Jolm Gunther {(who was exposed to I1 Duce¥s
personal magnetism in a later period and was not completely umafs
fected thereby) has attested,

Most newspapermen . . « cannot resist the flattery of
gonversation with a dictator or head of state; once
they have boen received by a Mussolini orx Hitler, theoy
feel a sense of obligation which warps thelr objecs
tivity. It is very difficult for the average corress
pondent to write unfavorably about a busy and important
man who?ha-s Just donated him a friendly hour of convers
satlion.

Mussolini, no less than Gunther, knew his mpﬁrmrm‘a In

SArnold J, Zurcher, "State gmgagama in Itely," in Harwood L.
Childs (ed.), Propaganda and Dictatorship (Princeton: Princeten
University Press, 1936), ps 350,

Tgunther, Procession, pps 30-3%.

B8Karl A. Bickel of the United Press and Mussolini became cronies,
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many cases his efforts to provide incontives for a geod foreign
press did not prove unavailing. The press corps assigned to Rome
was on the whole quite discreet and generally published much that
Mussolini wanted the world to believe, Indecd, some foreign newse
men, including one or two Afiericans, becamé Such ardent Fascist
sympathipers that thelr stoiies appéared sometimes to have baen
dictated by the Duce himself.?

" In the circumstances, to be sure, even the most punctilious
correspondent g¢ould not havé sent objective dismt&éﬁes; Since
sources independent of the Fascist govermment had evaporated come
pletely by 1925, the fnz:‘éigzx‘xfepax:t:ar§ unless he wanted to rely
upcn rumor and the “grapevine,® had no cholcsé but to draw his mas

terial from official and party sources,l

Moreover == here comes
intn play the menacing, ublquitous ¥stick® =« all outegoing dise
patches iwez:?a" carefully scrutinized by cemsors in the Forsign Ofe
fice. After this screening, objectionable s« 1,e., critical =

stories were edited or held up for imdefinité periods on Some pres

often sitting t;agathex on the désk in the Duce's huge qfﬁiw, awing:;ng
their heels and falking about ¥all manner of things.”" Joe Alex Morris,
Deadline Every Minute:; The Story of the United Exess {Garden City,

Ra Y3 @auhmdﬁy & i;wany, }95?}, pe 1764 : ‘

91,¢., the Cortesi family, father and son, which headed the Rome
bursaus of the Associsted Presz and New York gigeai See George Sele
des, “The Truth about Faﬁ:;ist: f.‘ensorahig,” Harpexr'®s, CLVi (&ovm&er,
wzy); PP+ ?3&»?&% "

10ceorge Seldes wrote in 19291 “Today one New York newspaper
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text manufactured for the occasion. The Yearrot” se press privis
‘leges and fre cable and zadio == might then be denied the offends
ing writer, and, if he persisted (in.the phraseclogy of the Mussos
‘iiﬁi ﬁeﬁséa? to &ﬁmmimm *;fazsﬁg' mgigéréﬁé&,' or prejudiced res
’ ;;om o mmors ahmm r.-:m mtemai affairs m‘? the State in such a
i:a:shim as to hum: “ . {it:s] Credit or + . gx:eatiga “ b

abmﬁ,” ha beaam param non gmm m thsmmva zmay, t;herem

aﬁter suhiem: :;o expulsioa or up to ﬁiﬁteen yeara imprisoment as
an enemy of the imiiam pmia 1 ;mm Bams,. European correspons
“ dent far eliowsgig Fscxfmn, wrote ﬁrom expeximwa when he sam‘ "No
ifemign wrmapoudexm can iaax: twamynfaur m:za in Italy if:‘ he
 does mot color his m% ta suw the Mussolinian d&mmﬁm v & &
fThe mparher} wust e ther use what is handed qut as news by the

Fascist ;;mas bureauw or 'ﬁﬁmiﬁ up am and pack his trunks.ri2

(Ihe Horlid) Mﬂ adopted tsha mlay mimozi with great success in Italy.
Appavently three representatives of this paper were at the Matteotti
trial in relays, and could, by going to Nice or Lugano, report the
brutal Fascization of justice at Chieti. Readers of almost ail the
papers of the whole world got only a aism&m&, censored, almost
totally untrue report of this trial which, if reported faithfully,
might have undermined the Musselini regime and certainly would have
changed the sentiment of many people toward Fascism, Opnly ong paper
{The New York Morld) was able to report the truth, The other neowse
paparmn simply broke their hearts and kept quiet.® You Lan't Print
198y Pa 143

Ligateor and Publ, sher, 59 (»amm by 1926), ps 12.

1Z30hn Bond, Mussolini, The ¥ g 2’-‘5‘_."‘ Sf m%,ﬁ.._,,‘
Independent Publishing Company, 1929), p. 67. :

(Washington, Ds C.t















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































