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ABSTRACT PAGE

The Middle Woodland period in the Middle Atlantic has been characterized by a hunter- 
gatherer lifestyle with an emphasis on the utilization of estuarine and riverine resources 
and settlement in coastal locations. This project is influenced by discussions within the 
archaeological community pertaining to the division between the prehistoric and the historic 
and by litterature emphasizing the study of social history in contexts prior to the written 
record. Through ethnographic analogy and archaeological material, this study explores the 
possibilities for interpreting social constructs, especially gender relations, in a shellfishing 
setting prior to European contact. The Kiskiak site, located on the York River in Virginia, 
demonstrates a significant Middle Woodland component associated with shell midden 
deposits, and a ceramic assemblage from shell midden deposits (Test Unit 28) at Kiskiak is 
analyzed and interpreted. This project demonstrates that interpretations of gender 
relations, tradition, and social practice in a Middle Woodland context can be derived from 
documentary and ethnographic accounts of shellfishing and shellfish processing in 
conjunction with archaeological evidence. This study argues that the analysis of the 
ceramic sherds from Kiskiak's Test Unit 28 demonstrates connections between gender 
relations and migrations and intermarriage, the division of labor, and community social 
roles.
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