Impact of Oil & Gas Drilling on Indigenous Peoples
in the Greater Chaco region of New Mexico
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CONCLUSION This specific example is one of many instances in which marginalized communities are disproportionately impacted by environmental injustices.

To ensure equality and safety for all, it is necessary to strive towards Environmental Justice (E)). Article 12 of the Virginia Environmental Justice Act defines EJ as “the policy of the
Commonwealth to promote environmental justice and ensure that it is carried out throughout the Commonwealth, with a focus on environmental justice communities and fenceline
communities.” These ideas are crucial to abide by. There are also 17 principles to guide EJ such as: a focus on mutual respect, equal health care, and environmental education.

What does this look like applied to the Greater Chaco Region? Rather than two separate state agencies, a singular source would improve communication and records of gas and oil
drilling. Also, shared leadership between agencies and tribal governments would give indigenous communities more voice on matters that directly affect their livelihoods.
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