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INTRODUCTION

Deveresux Jarratt’s ministry of thirty-eight years
in Bath Parish was a full and rewarding one. Individualiam
being one of hls atromgest characteristics, he left an
indelidble mark upon the soclal and religlous life of
eighteenth century Virginia. Born into the yeoman class
in 1732-3 in Hew Kent County, Virginia,l he raised himself
largely through self~education to the Anglican ministry
and thereby to the aristoerscy. 4&n evangeliocal minlster
in the Estadlishment was definitely a novelty, but Jarratt
dared the dilsapproval of fellow e¢lergyman to do the work
he believed was right and necessary.

¥orking with his cengregstions in informal clase
meetings, he contridbuted to thé elevation of the lower
¢lasses and gave them an opportunity to participate in
their church activities; however, in lster years, he wrote

that there was t0o2 mueh equalization in socisl alaaaaEag

He was sucgeseful, Lo a great extent, in hls
objective of strengthening the Episcopal Church, but his
greatest contribution was glven unwittingly to the Methodist
Church. Through his eld that denomination gained a foot-
hold in the state and became Virginia's strongest Protestant
denominations Under his ministry, Jesse lLee's parente were



converted and through thelr influence Jes#se Lee bhecame a3
minlister and introduced Methodism to xaw-Engiand;3 Not
only 4id Deversux Jarratt father the Hethodist Chureh in
Virginia, but he influenced the counter-swakening in the
Eplscopzl Churche. At hies death he had won the reapeot of
both denominations.

In his personal life he often secluded himself from
the world in order to find a close communion with Ged.
Secular duties and pursults devolved upon his ¢apable wiro,é
the former Martha Claiborne.” Fulfilling his purpose of
saving sinners, Jarrati, regardless of the person involved,
rarely missed an opportunity to rebuke ungodliness or in-

dlfferanee‘ﬁ

Devereux Jarratt's writinge were not numercus, and
nearly all of them were completed in his deelining years.
His account of the revival of religion in Virginia written
to John Wealey and entitled "A Brief Narrative of the
Revival of Religlion in Virginia. In a Letter to a Prienda"
s I, 157175 and in Bangs',

. al Chureh, I, 90-114, Con~
cerning his doostrines he wrote &guﬁs;;; en Some Important
Suyblecte in Rivinltiy; in 4 Serles of Letters Yo 2 Friend,
Baltimore, 1806 and three volumes of sermons entitled

may be found in Asbury's Journal
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Adgpted 1o ihe lalincst Japacitiss and fu L2 iho Family
and Gioset. In Three Volumez. The first two voluames were
published in Fiailadelphia in 1723, while ithe third ontitled
Sermong on « « « Subjecie « » « Dractical Divinity « o
¥eanecst Capacltlss « « » was published in Philadelphla in
1794+ A one volume work Sermons on Various and Important
Subjects in Fractieal Divinity, Adapted 1o the Plainsst
Capacities and Sulted to the Family and Closet was printed
in Raleigh in 1805. Another work by him is a pamphlet

"An Argument Between an Anabaptist and & Kethodist on the
Subject and Mode of Baptism.,” His best known work is hie
The Life of the Zeverend Deversux Jarrati, Rector of Bath
Farish, Rinwiddie gaggtx, Virginie ngt&eavgz Himself, In
A Beries of Lettere Addressed fo the Hev, John Coleman, Ome
of the Ministers of the Protestant Epjecopsl Chureh, in
Karyland, which was publiehed posthumously. The total work

comprising Tifteen letters is divided into two psrts. The
first five letters written between Octoder, 1794 and April,
1795 contalin an account of his sarly 11fe, conversion,
ministry in Bath Farish, his health, and his friendship and
later dissension with the Methodlists., The lazt ten are not
as well organized as the first and cover the period fron
Janusary, 1796 to Februarysl757. In these, Jarratt discusses
affliioction and the apparent upheaval in Virginis oceasloned
by the Revolutionary War and the birth of new and liheral



religious, politieal, and social principles. To & gresat
extent, these lapt letters are the thoughts of zn older man

vho looks at new ideas with the sonservatism of age,

The Autoblography presents a vivid, yet artless, por-
trayal of a men in eighteenth-century Virginia who through
self~sducation and industyry left his msrk upon his native
state, Jarratt’s L]1fe precented here in 1ts entirety, with
en introduction concerning his docetrines and ministry is
interesting from the persomal viewpoint of the msn himeelf,
but is more significant from en hilstorieal vilewpolint, besause
it 18 & contemporary account of 1life in colonlsl Virginis.

¥hen he assumed his dutles as rector of Bath Parish
on August 29, 1763 7 in Dinwiddle Gounty, Virginia, Devereux
Jarratt was thirty-one years old. BHe was described ae beling
a little below average height and corpulent; but astive B
He had dsrk halr, deep set eyes, snd a manly bearing.’? Ons
of hies greatest atiribates was a pleasant and Tflexible
voles, 'C which he used to advantage. Bath Parish, having
been Tormed Crom Bristol Pardish in Prince George County in
1782 '! gontalned three shurches, Buttemwood, Hatcher's Run
Chapel, and Saponey.'< By preashing on alternate Sundays,
Jarratt served all three.!3 His parish included all of
Dinwiddie County excepi the town of Petersburg, whlch was
retained by Bristol Parish,'?



Among the numerous problems which Jarratt faced in
his new work were those of ignorance of things of God, pro-
faneness, irreligion in all classes of soclety,!> ard com-
placensy among his congrogattan&.‘ﬁ Joining the church as
established by law, the parishioners reserved religious
activity for Sundsye.!? Due to lack of interest and the
imposeibility of enforeing the church attendance law,
relatively few pecople even attended uhnrﬁhlBand of those
who 4did go an even smaller number partieipated in the sacra~
ment of Communion. Only seven or eight went to the table.
the first time Jarratt served them.'9

Believing in the neceseity of spiritual rebirth,

Jarratt adopted preaching methods designed to jolt his
parishioners from thelir complaceney. Accustomed to polished
and monotonous orations on morality, the people were
agstonished to hear sermons on conversion and new birth.
They 414 not hesitate to compare him unfavorably with their
former miniptere and (¢ ingquire why he was 8o dlfferent and
preached new docatrines.?” Outlining his objsctives, Jarratt
stated

I have no notion of entertaining unswskened mortals

with florid harangues and fine paintings of moral yirtus,
as 18 too aammanly the case in our day. The word yirtue,
or moral » 18 the cant term of sll our velvet-
mouthed press ars.»~!t means gomething, or ggﬁgyg%
sccording to the faney of the reader or hearer,--instead

of moral harangues, and advising my hearers, in a cool
dispassionate manner, to walk in the primrose paths of
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vimm, and not to tread
he I a0t Alggreagetul vige I endeavored to
mmm* m *tm m:mt. alarming M ors, the guilt of sin,
the entire 4 wity M’ Immn mtm s « » 8nd the
utter insbility of men to evade the sontence of the

law and the ﬁmﬁws af aivmg Juetice, by thelir own
power, nerit or good works. 1

Pellow clergymen termed him “"enthusiast, fanatie
visionsry, dissenter, Presbyterian, and medvan” and looked
sskanoe et his doetrines and preaching methods,?
ineldents tended to dampen, but 418 not guench

a5

Due %o his esriier non~oonformiast influencea,
Devereux Jarratt's boliefe sharecteriged him more za a
pupll of the eovangolical school and & produot of the Ores
Awnkending, than as an orthodox Angliscan., However, his fore-
most and 1ifeleng objectives were to save souls and to
strengthen end vitalisze the Estebiishment. His doclrines
ldentified him with no definite denomination or falth, his
beliafs beling a mixture of Moravianiss, Arminianism, Yethod-
isgm, end Anglisanism, “The foundation of his doetlrine was
original sin or man's fall from graee through the ain of
Adam, Han, baing evil, could obtain salvation only throug
fs1th in Ohiist as e meMator between God and man. Beoause
of his sonversion and rebirth in Christ, man eould return to
God. After obiaining falth, good works would neaturally
result and both wers necessary for salvation,?’ To Jarratt,
heaven was & plage of etermal and perfect freedon from sin
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end misery reserved for the righteous aft@r ﬁmmga‘% while
hell was & burning gulf and bottonless pit where the “wreth
of God like ever burming sulphur unconsuned mist torment
the miserable spul for ever and ever, 2>

Devereux Jarrati b&liw mz the Bible contained &
simple plan of salvatlony which a sinleter should explain
tc his congregations, but he should not attempt to interpret
such doctrines umless he had personally experienced them,
After his own epiritusl redirth, the minister should presch
a sizmple feilth in Chriet, in & manneér to awsken and convert
nis parishioners,25 and should follow his teasching by lend-
ing a clean 1ife andl abaenting himsell from trifiinsg sonver-
sationsy ballrooms, and races. The minister cust not "put
on the wild air of fanaticlam or the extravagent rege and
fury of o frantie reveree [sic/,” nor must he presch with
: His preashing should be

soldness, languor, ’

Frayery, Jarretit bellieved, wae the sincere desire of
the heart speaking to Cod. A written prayer was right and
proper for forual sesvices, but in private, a persana
petition was quite all right.?® Perteps some of Jarratt's

wirthodoxy was dus to his bellef in a catholie chureh; all
Christions regardless of denonimailon wore members of
Ohrist's churoh.®? Ooncernming the heathen, Jarratt felt
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that God belng a compassionate and loving Spirit would not
damn those who through ignorange did not bellieve in Him.0

A study of Devereux Jarratt's sermons reveals that he
earnestly preached his doctrines and delivered his eermons
in a manner designed to arouse response in his congregsation.
‘Hqﬁa;ﬂallyVapmke*ax@ﬁﬁpﬁranequnlzAﬁith—mﬁiked interest and
absaéﬁtian in his aubjeet.si Using the second person and
simple language everyone could nnﬁtrstaﬁd,32 he wag at times
qulte sloquent. Once "when depleting the fearful doom of
the wicked in the next wvorld, he became so exclted and
wrought with such mighty power on the feellings of hie
audience, that many lnvoluntarily rose from thelr seats,
and some actually eried out."33 Following his train of
thought wae relatively easy for the congregation, begause
he gave a general outline of his message and ended with a
direct uppliaatien.3“' A typical sermon, showing his
excellent command of English is “The Plous Minister's Com-
plaint over the Unsteadiness and Incorrigibleness of his
Flock."

'C Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what
thall I do unto thae?_ For your g@@aﬁﬁga is as g Qarnla%
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. Hosea, VI,

—¥hy will you grieve your Saviour, and damn and destiroy
your own sounls rather than ee the fzece gf dod, and

2
acoept of free mercey and salvation, through the rightecus-
ness of the 4ear Redeemer?
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Is 14 not ten thoussnd pities, thuat so auch love and
goodness should he abugeds and your precious souls be
eternally rulned, and buran in hell [lorever, after asll
that Jesus Chriet hath done to hlese and to save you?
Peralit me tO be more pointed, and address you, &8 1t
were by name. 'O drunkard, what shall I do unto theest?
How shall 1 persuade you to forsake this sottish practice
whieh degrades the rational nature, mskee the man & heast
and exposes him to the jest and ridicule, even of his own

c¢hildren and servants, wastes his time and fortune, dis-

gqualifies him for business, renders him = plagus to his

wife and friends, and destroys his soul for over?

Remenber those intoxicating cups, you now indulge,

will put into your hand the cups of divine indignation,

the bitter dress of whieh, you will drink to endleas

BEOBe o » o0

During his first yesr in Bath Parish, Deversux Jarratt

observed few tanglible results of his work. The {ollowing
year, some of the peocple asked how to be saved. HNoting that
these interrogatione came from the yeomsnry and not the
common people, he felt that the latter wanted to talk with
him, but were shy in the presence of a minlister, who was =z
sqatlwman.Bﬁ In order to help the common people, Jarratt
bagan going to private homee for prayer, singing, presching,
and conversation. To ascertaln thelir spiritual needs and
to guide him in sermen preparation, he held queptlion and
answer periods using a familiar conversational manner
Anstead of s formal service, He found people of all clusses
" ignorant of praetical and personal religion. Yhen asked
about conversion, some sald they had never heard the word
until Jarpatt used 1it. Many belleved that good works was
the sole basile for justification.



10

A8 the news of his unugual dootrines spread throughout
his parish snd into nelghboring countiesn, many strangers cams
to hear him, Other Anglican mintaters threstened hin with
writs and perseculions, and in speaking of thias, Jarrati
wroto "no man was sver more cordielly abhorred than I was by
the slergy in genersl.” C(lergymen censured him for breach of
sanontioal order, espesially the seventy-first canon whiséh
forbvade preaching in private homes, Answering this aocusa-
tion from ono minister, Jarrait said he had never heard an
Anglican minigter refuse to preach a Numeral seywon in &
private home for forty shillings, Besides, that partisular
clergyman wae fond of "oards, dice, tables, eote,”, whioch
were forbidden by the seventy-Fifth canon, There was no
difference, Jarratt believed, in breaking the seventy-fivet
sanon then the seventy~-fifth, After that time, he heard no
more aboub tém m‘3? |

In 1776, Jarrett met the minister of Dale Parieh,
Chesterfisld Gounty, the Reverend Archibald MoFobert, Dis-
covering that thelr dootrines ard 1dens were gimilar, &hay

egnn exchanging pulpite and alding eagh other in numerocus
mwwm Under thelr combined efforts, church attendance
pus interest inoressed.

Az the number of conversions inoressed, Jarvett, in
1770-T1l, formed the people into a socliety for mutual
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odification, This oecurred at & place in Bath Parieh kW
ae ¥hite Oak, The next year the revival had spread fifty

or sixty miles>” and the mumber of eomwunicants had inoreased
from seven or oight in i;'w:ﬁ to nine hundred or one thousand 0
In eplte of the rule thal an Anglican minister could net be
in = parigh other than his own withoul eocleslastionl per-
mﬁs&sﬁfz Jarratt trevelsd to nelphboring rerishes, proacshed,
end formed w&i&ﬁmg’g Sinoe churches were closed to hin,
the services were usually held out of deors. Often the orowd
extended fifty, sixty, or eighty yarids from him, and was so
large a church cowld not hold it., Jarratt never neglested
his own churvhes, One-hundred fifty of two-hundred seéventy
leotures in one year were 4elivered in Bath Parish, His
itinerary often inoluded five serwons per week, > Though
heavys hiz work was a source of groat satisfaction 4o hin,
becaune he felt he wes saving souls and eontrithvting to the
gtrength of the Estsabllisghment,

After 1TT3, Devereux Jarrati's work was merged with a
religlous group within the chureh kmown as Hothodlata, Methe
odign had its origin in England at 2 time when English minie-
tora taught morality toward God, loysliy to the king, and noth-
ing about personal 'mli&imf& The denom!
ineonspliolously as one of the many organizations whieh per-
formed social services and strengthened spiritual growth

nation began rether
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in Engianﬂ‘éa An organization with & similar purrose was
formed in 1729 by Charles Wesley, a ainister®s son, at
Christ Chureh College, Oxford, and wasz known cg the Oxfaord
Hethodlists or Holy Club. Because the members dissiplined
thenmselves and lived by definite rules, they were deriecively
¢alled Hethodlists. Part of their dutises included conversing
with young studente and vislting prisons, schoole, and work
houses, ss well as alding each other in epiritual develop-
ment .6 When Charles Wesley's older brother, John, became
a fellow at Christ Chureh College, he assumed leadership of
the club.?? Around 17335, George ¥Whitefield, who later played
& large part in English and Ameriean evangelisa, besgane
affilisted with the Woalaya**g 4ll three of these men were
ordained Anglican ministers, but each was seeking his
personal religioue enlightenment,

The Oxford Hethodliets' basie belief wae that of living
by the methods given in the E&ble*49 They were later influ-
enced by the Calvinistic principle of unconditional eleotion>0
and the Horavlian principle of jJustifioaztion by complete

faith,”! These were gradually dropped by John Wesley as he
developed his own doetrines, which included justifiestion
by falth in varying degrees snd the free will of the indi-
vidual to socept or reject the Grace glven by God, He
formed hie membere into societies and allowed laywmen to
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preach, but not to administer the sasraments. The ¥Mothod-
ists were still a part of the Anglloan Chureh .02

Various laymen felt they were needed in Americe and
emigrated from England, Francis dsbury, later the first
Methodiat Bishop in America arrived in Philadelphia in 1771.°7
Because of hls great abllity as an organizer he led in the
development and coheslivenese of the Methodist movement in
the United Btates.?

The ploneer of Methodism in Virginia was Robert
Williame, who landed in Norfolk in 1772,°° and made bhis way
to Dinwiddle County the Tollowing year., He and other itiner-
snts who folloved him were cordially welcomed by the Rev.
Devereux Jarratt and often preached in his parish,36

There were two ressons for Devereux Jarratt's render-
ing 81d and friendship to the Hethodists. First, they were
membere of the Establishment and could aselst hiz in his
work, Hie feare of thelr nonaonformity were sllayed when
they aesured him they were gtriving to strengthen the Angli-
¢an Chureh, and as laysen they d4id not administer the
saoraments .57 Their dooctrines of gonsclous conversion and
direct witness of the epirit coineided with hia;sg Becond,
Jarratt needed the help of the Methodlste to curd the Baptist
influences whiech were filtering into his eongregations.
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His aversion to the Separate Baptists, who csme to Amells
County in 1769 or 1770, was based upon their bellef in adult
baptism, which he felt was a definite menace {9 the catho-
lieity of the chureh,”? Jarratt's fellow elergymen, who
had slways disapproved of him, particularly ecriticized him
for his friendshlip with the Methodists, Hany of the Angli-
cans would have nothing to do with them,

The revival which had started under the presaching of
Jarratt sontinued under the combined efforts of Jarratt and
the Methodista. In 1774, & Methodist e¢ircult was formed im
Virginia, Under the preaching of George Shadford, a Wesleyan
Methodlet, the peak of the revival was reached in Degsember of
1775 and in 1776. Observing that there were few converts in
his parish in the early part of 1775, Jarratt realized a new
minister was needed and gladly weleomed Shadford.

At about the same time, the revival broke out in
Amelias County and in two places in Bath Parish. This was of
particular interest in Amelis, dDeoause that place was, ascord-
ing to Jarratt, notorious for gaming, ewearing, drunkermees,
snd immoralities of all kinds. In deseriding the evente,
Jarratt stated that many people, at first, had listened to
S8hadford merely beczuse he was a& new minister. . . 60

And while their ears were opened by novelty, God set
his word home upon thelr hearts. MNMany sinners were
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powerfully convineced, and Mercy! Meray! was thelr cory.

In January, the news of convietione and conversions

wvere common; and the people of God were inspired with new
1ife and vigour by the happiness of others. But in a
l1ittle time they were msde thoroughly sensible that they
themsalves gtood in need of a deeper work in thelr hearts
than they had yet experienced., And whille those were pant-
ing and groaning for pardon, these were entreating God,
with strong erliee and tears, to save themn from the remains
of inbred sin, to 'sanetify them throughout in agirit,
soul, and body;! so to 'ecircumelise their hearts,’ that
they might ‘love God with alé their hearts,' and serve
him with all their strength,®!

Comtinuing throughout the winter of 1776, the revival,

reached people of all ages, the o0ld, middle-aged, and children

elght or nine years 01d¢52

In almost every assembly nmight be seen signal instances
of divine power, more espesially in the meetings of the
classes, Here many 0ld stout~hearted sinners, felt the
force of truth, and thelr syes were open to discover
their gullt and danger. The shaking among the dry bones
was inorezsed from week to week: nay sometimes ten or
twelve have been deeply eonvineed of sin in one day.

Some of these were in great distresas, and when they were
questioned concerning the state of thelr souls, were
scares® able to make any reply, but by weeping and falling
on their knees, before all the olass, sng earnestly
soliciting the prayers of God's people, ©3

The classes in which the people asseumbled for religlous
conversation and devotions and the prayer meetings, lasting
five or six hours or all night, were the methods used by the
Methodists to reach all their members,., The informality of
these gatherings made 1t easier for everyone to apeak out and
to take an aotive part in the exercises. Seelng the results

of these meetlings, Jarratt asked thst his parish be insluded
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in the Methodist oircuit.5®

Continuing to spread, the religlous awaksning finally
encompassed an area of four or five hundred milaa.65 Religious
matters rather than political troubles with England becans the
topio of uanvereatxaa;ﬁﬁ Binoe churshes were glosed to the
Methodliste, Jarratt helped them by fitting up his barn with
pewe and a pulpit for thelr nﬁsaé? A great part of Jarratt's
work with the ifinerants consisted afwaamxnistering the
sacraments for them. .In doling this, he visited twenty-nine
counties, twenty-four in south-esstern and eentral Virginis
and five in northern Korth ﬁaruiinaqﬁg

The succeas of the revival 1a shown by the great
incresse in the number of Methodliets in the vicinity of Bath
Parish from 1774 to 1776} in 1774 there were 218 in 1775
the number increased to B0O; and in 1776, there were 1611.
There was & total inersease in Virginia from 291 in 1774 to
2,856 1nx177$¢69 Their inerease inm southside and south-
eastern YVirginls csn be attributed to the ald given them
by Devereux Jarrsatt. A justice of the peace who had recently
bean comverted, marvelled at the change in the area as a
result of the revival. "-—Before the Hethodlsts came into
thess parts, when he was called by his office to attend the
court, there was nothing but drunkenness, cursing, swesring,
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and fighting, most of the time the court sat: whereas now
nothing is heard but prayer and preise, and conversing about
@od, and the things of God,"’°

Usually occurring in thres stages, almost all the
conversions followed the same pattern, the realizstion of .
sin, the great need for Christ to remove #in, and the reali-
gation and acoeptance of His fnrgivsueau¢71 These patterns
were msnifested, of course, in different ways according %o
the individual, “ome. . .was so indifferent as to leave her
brethern at prayer, and go to bed, Butl all at once she
soreaned »m*_ wmier a gense of her lost estate, and in less
than fifteen mimutes rejoiced in God her Saviour.’'Z Another
"—was 8o powerfully struck that he sould not hold a joint
8till, and roared aloud for mercy." >

The presence of emotionalism in the revival was a
source of goncern o Devereux Jarratt,. To bhim, extreme

emotionslism was undigni

fied ond in many instances insinocere.
It also provided a mesns of scorn and ridicule for saoffers.’?
Inetanees of loud outeries, tresblings, veepings, fallings,
and sonvuleions are recorded by Jarratt.'? Such feslinge
were usually manifested in revivals, and thelr presence in
the revival of Jarratt and the Methodlsts dietinguished it

as a part of the Great &wuknnln&. while his aanaqrn ‘about

emotionalliem wss parsdoxieal, an ﬁramgaxieal mzniﬁtar with
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Anglican yrapriatyn76 Many thinze conducive to emotionaliem
were pregent in the revival, Ountdoor meetings usually at
night attended largely by the lower uneducated classes,
arowd psychology, insplring hymns, exhortatory sermons
reiterating the sorrows of the dsmned and the joye of the
saved were all inelined to ralse the emotions to an hysteri-
ol pitch, with resulting bodily sgitations.’! After reading
Dre Jomathan Edwards, who belleved exmotionallism led to more
sincere eﬁuvarmiana.:Jarrnt&-fflz Etgg soncerned about 1t
however, he wae taatfhllf able to lessen the manifestatione
of emotlonalism without hampering the succese of the revival.

After rsaching ite peak, ihﬁ r&vtvki sontinued
sparadically for several years. The warmth and friendship
between Jarratt and the Methodists remained an important
factor in Methodist expansion. With his aid, the Methodists,
though stlill within the Estsblishment, galned a strong foot-
hold in Virglinis, partiocularly in the southside countlies,
Thiough the revival, the lower classes in Virginia became
more articulate and participsted more in the religlous
asctivities of the schureh. Graduslly, soclety was becoming
leegs etratified.

The dispute between England and her Amsrican Colonies
whieh finally resulted in the American Revelution vitally
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affected all phases of Virginia 1ife, particularly the
Established Church, The Peligious ploture in the state in
1776 was a varied ene and comsisted of the Establishment
and several groups of dissenters, In the absence of definite
fasts concoyning the size of those dlssenting groups, esti-
mates have to be relied upon. The three 1&?@%&, prouns
were ths Baptists, Presbyterians, and Methodists (though
#ti1l e part of the Eateblishment) in that order,’® It s
believed that these denonminations totaled lssa than one half
of Vireinia's®® poseible 350,000 tnhabitents;5l nowever,
these dissenters, obtaining legal sanotion for their
existence in the statel2 were artieulate and greatly
wonkened the Estsblishment. The Revolutionary War with its .,
lowering of secial, politiscal, and religlous berriers com-
pleted the work of Alsestabiishoent begun by the dissenters,

There was apparently 1ittle question of dissentopr
loyuity to the Ameriesn cauge in the Revolution, though the
Quakers and many Methodlsts adopted a wzmy of noncombat
aney.>” Bessuse of their ties with Fngland, Anglican
ninisters were under suspiefen, but at the cutbresk of the
war, only fifteen of one hundred and five Anglisen olerpgy~
men were definitely MW; later, an additionnl five
renounced theiy American sentiments and enmbraced the
British cause,>*




Devereux Jwam wag among the elam who were loyal
o the ﬁmaﬂm Xt vas with Mn am&l m&t m of
his parighioners nand students joined the ﬁgﬁat-ing foroes,
Puring this period; Jarrett usually wore houmespun clothes
and instructed his members to “go pateh upon patad
than suffer thelr Just rights to be infringed, *'35

f
The suspension for s year of Anglican nministers’

salaries, the return of several ministers to England,

the entrance of others inte the Tighting foroes osueed nany
parishes %o become vacnnh, and th&”mnlish%nt\ enterel o
et lay pmmhwﬁfef the

ﬁmww of t',hﬁ shortage

of ministera, some of the Methe
Southern Conferonce in Fluvanns County, ?irginm;\&aeia@ﬁ

in 1779 to ordain themselves, This move,. M&ng mt.mw W
the wishes of both Asbury and Vesley, mmaﬂ*a -aphisz in the
Hethodists of the Southern and Northern confererces,’?
Jarratt hoving advised them against such a step, because he .
felt 1t was. “a most unwarrsntable usurpetion, and s fla-
grant violation of 81l order® wes vehemently attacked by

the, “m rontec pIASHES *88

Franols Asbury, suspeated of being & Tory, was
detained in Delawsre, Upon hearing of the sehiem, he
urged Jerratt to do what he eould to heal the breach, tut
Asbury wes soon able %o return to the state and with Wesley's
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influence reunited the uaafarenaas.gg Agalin, Devereux
Jarratt and the Methodlsts were on Iriendly terms, and he
administered the sacraments for them. To show their appreci-
ation, the Methodists at thelr Conference of 1782 officially
asknowledged thelr obligation to Jarratt and instructed their
ministers to seek his advice in the abaence .of &abury.ga

During the American Revolution, the question of the
Established Church was constantly before the Assenmbly of the
Commonwealth. Depriving the ministers of thelr salaries had,
for all practioal purposes, marked the end of the Eetablished
Chureh in Virginta, dut the definite relationship between
church and state had not been &efinedﬁgt In the period
1776-1784 numerous petitions from dlssenters were sent to
the Assembly asking for dis-establishment, while petitions
from the Anglliosns and Hethodists urged the eontinuanee of
the Establishment.’> The question was settled in 1785 when
church and state in Virginla were legally separated and the
Protestant Episeopal Chureh was formed.”> HNo doubt the
clergymen who were loyal to the American cause approved the
step and were ready to accept thelr salariess through private

subsosription rather than publio taxatien;gé

To Devereux Jarratt an event of 1784 was more serious
than the 4is-establishment} the Hethodists at thelr Christmas

Conference formed an independent denomination, the Methodist
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Episcopal Church.?® Foundations for this move had been laid
in 1779 with the ordinetion of lay preachers, but Jarratt
believed that Asbury’s influence and effortes had permanently
healed the bresch. The Methodiste, believing in the necessity
of more ordained ministers simply took the course which
seomed necessary. John Wesley defended thelr setion by
stating that the end of England's politieal control over the
colony also marked the end of her ecclesiastical control.
Bhe had been negligent in supplying Amerioan bishops;
therefore, a new Jdenomination with its own power of ordina-
96

tion was a necessity.

Beeause of Jarratt's determination to remain a
Churchman, great bitterness developed between him and the
¥Methodiste, Doudbting the valldity of the eplscopacy of the
Hethodist Chureh, Devereux Jarratt was appalled that laymen
should undertake %o ordain themselves, Belleving that the
practice of dissenters permitting wneducated men to preach
would hara the Anglican Churcoh more than anything else, he
termed the Methodist sermons full of jJjargon and gestures
and sald the minlisters were motivated by priaang? They in
turn, complained that Jarratt had an itohing palm and preached
poor doctrine. Althoush the sccusations were groundlees,
dietrust and unrﬁst:appeaéﬁd in Jarratt's congregations and
98

attendance greatly deoreased. One of Jarrstt's contemporaries
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believed that his vindiclive atitlitude toward the Hethodists

WES ahart~x1ved,9§

but the breach was always a trial to him.
In 1796, he wrote, “ihe Methodists, I believe, have leti ne
alone for some time, and I trust, at preseni, weé are on

pretty friendly teraa.“’gﬂ

Having been insulted and coldly recelved by his
fellow clergymen, Deversux Jarratt 4id not attend hils ehureh
conventions for seversl years, but after the formation of the
Protestant Gplesscopsal ¢hureh, & full sonvention wae called to
meet Sn Richmond in 1790 for the purpose of eleoting a
bishop, and Jarratt Qtteuéaﬂ' fle helped select James Madison
as the Bishop of Virginia. While at the convention, Jarratt
was asked one morning to read ihe prayers. Gf&atlg cheered
by his reception st that eomventlon, he attended the ToIlow-
ing year and tﬁa:ﬂaraially received, He gladly complied with

& request to preach at the Convention of 1792¢‘G!

In the following years, Jarratt wees saddened by the
spathy in the chureh and its inabllity to assume its place
as religious lesder of the Commonmweslth,'©2 fhroughout his
1ife he remaine? e staunch supporter of his chosen church,
Jarratt summed up his admiration for the Episcopal Chursh
by saying that her mode of publie¢ worshlp was beautiful snd
inspired devotion, her dootrine and creed were sound, and
her officers through erdinatien,alaimaé an apostolic and
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primitive ariaiaa‘a3 He continued his work in Bath Parish
until & malignant tumor on his face terminated in hils death

o4 His funeral sermon was preached by

on January 29, 1801&’
Bishop Francls Asbury of the MNethodlst Ghﬁrah,’ﬂg who

ed there have bean nore souls

gald of Jarratt "——I1 am persua

convinced by his ministry than by that of any other men in

Virginia. 106
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TO THY READER,

@mmmm s Justly considered m of the most enter-
taining kinds of hthm, and 1f the ahmatan ere auch as
have, through many difficultien, been ralsed up to great
and dlstingulshed usefulness in their day and station, end
are sminent for piety and virtue, what can be more ’ihaj&ef!&»
seting or tend more powerfully to exoite others to go and
do likewise?

Priendly Resder, you are here presentsd with a shan-’
acter of this d&tﬁﬁptt@ This Mk contains & plain, art- -
lees, unadorned ascount of the 1ife and experience of the
Rev, DEVIREUX Jﬁ.ﬁﬁ’bﬂg wvho after having served his genera-.
tion faithful‘ky in Mo station, now rests from his labors.

' The memorial of virtue 1s immortal, it ia approved of God
and o{ mon,

The mlamxwﬁytg in his own hand writing, has besn in
ay possession .awmi years tefore his dwm@. and esteemed
by me as a tremsure of no small value, hed it never tmuw
epired, b.t being left ﬁ%h rme for publication grwg hie
death, I consider it a deposit of too sacred s nature to de
ng&tﬁd@ : ,

?Nm some mwiaabu cirounstances it hes been de-
»layac :ww tbm 1 amxla ham wi&%ﬂ. m ﬁu mean while,
:pmaﬁu@ mn@imtianm mt a fmr, have been addresssd to me
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te have 1t published., I conslider 1t therefore a duty I owe
to the public, as well as respest to the memory of a dsceas-
ed friend and father in Christ, to send it forth into the
world, for the instruction of all who may be disposed to
read it,

The author's desire has in every partiocular been
conplyed with, It was printed from the manusoript in his
own handl writing--a few notes sre added by way of explana-
tion only.

A long 1ife spent in indefatignble labors to promote
the best interests of mankind, evinces that the prevalling
desire of his heart was to be useful while he lived, and
hereby (as also by his other writings) though dead he yst
speaketh,

The early prsrt of his 1life was before my time, but
the socount is so artless, and asgsords so well with the sin-
plicity of manners which, it may be presumed, then and there
prevailed; thst 1t speaks for itself, and needs no comment...
and from the well known charanter of the Reverend Author, the
reader may rest assured that he 1s not perusing a fisitious
tale, but a faithful narrative.

In several of the letiers he appeals to me; a8 Lew
ing well asquainted with the faots stated. It may be setis~
factory to the resder, %o be informed that I lived with hinm
several years under his tuition, and before and after that
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*-Wi” was wn ‘acquatnted ‘¥ith his manmer of 11:«. and I -
can wx& do a:rtim o tim maﬁ of w mﬁm&;w %m the
faote fw whl& !zm &ml& tm mi are i‘aim g aoo
"mﬁa‘zx %atoé* ' o

ﬁl"ﬂ Jnmm. MI& m-y 111&1' *ﬁ%

| ‘sod \f«i'is_ a x;m&m&&m fev aﬁ mw mmliﬁta t&

‘? tse:m nim, 1t vas jw&m neceusary to guard the soa- .
from mm:um !!m ar ‘ua m&ﬂﬂmmg |
-mnu, W mt [ wxwtwm w atfmar at mm wu&m;
| 'ma viﬁg Mn uwmwum* I Wﬁ* the a&mmm wm, "
baiw w@ mym:zr :m rms, and & m&m student of mine’ im :
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Danisl Tppe) read the declaration of independence to the
eymy, During the contest between Tmgland and Americs his
dress wae generally home-spun, Ey:prwaep% and exasple he
encouraged economy, frugality end industry. I have often
heard hin recommend these virtues to his fellow-sitizens,
snd even to “go pstgh upon m rether then suffer their
Just rights to be 1ﬁtr1ngwﬁ. ' ha to hig person he was &
little below the iddle statura in hesght, bw% lusty,.ev he
;5 and

had & manly upvtnranaqtfaﬁap wt# of & ﬁgaurrai ¥p
though aarpulﬁn&, aﬁttva and 1170:’&30ﬁhﬁ waa blgat wit& &

most retentive atmary, a &aunﬂ Judgnent, and & power of wvoloe
whigh few possess, over nh&um he had entire sommands In the
reading desk and in the pulpit he was in his element, All
»ihnt eat under his minlstry can bear witnegs to hie seal
and affection in dispensing the word of 1ife. He was raised
‘up by Divine Frovidence, and rendered a fit instrurment to
sound the goapel trumpet, whioch éuﬁing e long 1ife he contin-
ued to do with the utmost fidelity and &1ligence, [ite aim
wag not to amuse for the moment, but to comvince his hearers
of the necessity of experinental and praoctieal religion,
For his doctrine I refer the reader to his writinga, parti-
sularly his three volumes of sermons,

fie was blest with a great share of health and domes-
tie happiness,,.,he was an affectionate huabend, a kind masg-
ter, and a sincere friend, His character accords well with



the desoription St, Faﬁft'm.u given of a Thristian Bishop,.
1 Tim. 3, 2, éu.g -
He mentions the mmm ol ﬁm&mnm he had, and

axprnsaﬁs the great n@mfar% aﬁé aat&afaatiaa he enjoyed, to-

cether with then, S,n mm{ gy and’ imrs that prmzla@.

Mng this happy period, tzwsa tmma ar mtmahing t‘rea

the mma of tm Mrd* mia& W ww mtn ‘s.,s nie
labours were more abundant, amﬁ ne was iw‘ié in hiah entinn~.
tion by all 4n e own' parieh. and "yound: ah&;tﬁgé&a had any
regard for ﬁlﬁé&m "‘?nﬁmr é&m&t, ihat gema "m.,‘” was

the indearing appsllation by which he m auum«a: and

80 1t continued until a snirit of asﬁuien and m took
place, the fatal aff’cau of vhioeh he damim: after mt
he met with umfriensly treatment, of m&& he aﬂm,mallm, not
without cause,

Some tiwe before his death he was exercised in the
school of affiistion, m tumor on ths slde Aéa_:’ hie face
which he Q@tim in several of the letiers, proved s Mi-u
ous and severe armﬁﬁ&m and terminated in his dmt!&ig;“
but h&a faim and wum amsmm never to fai}. h!,muum
mmn«ﬁ mﬁm mzm%aﬁa m the divine will, m w-—
ed this 1ife on the 29th of Jammry, 1801, in the &m yoar
of his age,.

After the letters addressed to me, & few letters on
important subjeets im divinity, sddressed to s friend, ave “
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added. eethey were sll written by the esame hand, and treathe
the same apirlit, and will not be unaccentadbhle toc the plous
reader, in which 1 sm persuaded all moferzte Calvinists and
Arninians will agr@a? Praying 1t may be rendered a blessing

to you, 1 submaribe nyselfl your friend, &c,



""hisa letter wae Mim@d t111l 8ll the athers were.
printed, am paine taken to procure and m~mm1m Dr. Coke's
Jeurml, and would Mva ‘been omitted m.t.agathar. but being
tnforned m:nat |OMG mrm wore pwju@imé againat Hr,
.. Jamtt*u seruzons on aceount of the J@W&. 1t wae thought
mpev to add it, though the work was already ﬁw&aﬁﬁ

¥V, £XD DTAR SIR,
| Lﬁa'r Sunday I received ”w'a, favored by Mr,

?mm’buu. ?fmzr a&wpuimt ressesting t‘m mr?&qmmy et‘ Qy
lettsrs to you umm be too well mmm, ama & m@r nefdll -
ua of conveysnse established betwesn umj but, through want
of that, several letters, now out of date, 1lie by »nm which
I never m an oppmﬁui&y of sending. One Mttsr.; whieh iu
mwy long, I mva a sertain xr. Jnhm, a qmm SGM:%
?m&&r, who 1»%0& to eall at ;mw hmma, in h@s way to
ﬁicimg Whlte, m nope that you mw or w&ﬁ. gm M 2
mm try to nake w the m«mmm Por Q&wum I mm My
the tenth mrt of” vhat» 1 w&&a w ammwaia w ya&, &M
Mum sorpunicste had R t;he ;ﬁmam at smwing yous I chaum
mu a valm instead ar u 19%92-« 1 h&ﬁl} knmr mcm 7
beging wut o any, and what to leave umid,

#¥1th respect to fﬁyaalf m&é : fam&ly, we are tolerably
lm:tl* thanke to Cod. 1 wish to hu nare !'mly. and to have e
nore ninglm eye and pure 1nwzztmn ta pimae cod wna ggloﬁ.:‘y
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him in 211 things I speak or dce I want to love God with
all zy heart and every soul as myself, and never feel anger
or preajudice to any of the human race,., I endeavor to do a
1itile still for the salvation of souls; but I find it is
but little I. can 4o now, even in comparison to what I once
d4i4, Religion is 1ively in some places, but few souls have
lately been brought int indeed I have not heard of any for
some monthg, as I now recolleet, Creat atrifes and conten~
tions have pervaded the sncleties, about liberation, I know
not how they will terminate, I don't concern about them,
Father Q'Ktlityahn.ﬁ lately published an essay on the aubjeoct,
It im, no doudt, a well meant effort; but is a Jumbled spot
of work--though it may nmot be the less efficacious on that
acoount, Perhaps you have seen the essey, ss it was publish-
el in the noyth, His glosses on Soripture are very inacou~-
ratet indeed he meems to have sp 1little underastanding of
Seripture, that he darkens wather than 1llustrates those
passages he has underiaken to explain, However he is a good
man, and valiant for what he judges to be the truth, And it
must be confessed, that many melansholy truths are too juste
1y depioted in that pamphlet. BSlaves are treated, in Areri-
oa, 8¢ inhumanly, in thousends of inatances, and by thousands
of masters, as must be very abhorrent to every tender, re-
flecting mind, I hope and belleve the day of their release
has begen to dawn; and I lament it as a misfortune that the
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faults already committed are too etrong to admit of eny
speedy ammtg Theiy numbers are sc grest that a genersl
zmanumission would be the utter ruin of the country. I leave
the matter to the wisdom of the legislature; and I trust they
wt;;‘gmmkn it as moa as they can, and pursue the busi-
nees by such gradusl and prudentisl means, ss shall produce
the desired effeat, without any destrustive convulsions,
elasours or disunion suong the states, Lord hastem the peri-
od,

You must have ssen the Mmm Nagesine, published
by Dr. Goke'and Mr. Asburye In that publication, I think,
there sre zany exaellent pleces onm 'iag mmmt of Genersl
ﬁ.&mptiaﬁ ihe synod of mm’“&m the decrees thereofl are
placed in euch a striking peint of light, that I wonder every
thinking man 1a not shosked thereat, The examination of
ﬂlmnlh - mst«wg}imﬁ 1 adui.w Mr, wenley a originanl
sernons, Mam in that mogazine, The dletlon, &40, shew a
ﬁt.mm;m uf g@nauu mt to iao mmim R:sy the mmn of tive,
They Detray nothing of secend oblldhoed oxé%i the iarding
them w&th 8o much zmmuy, mx am:emr to mveur of 1t. I
‘vas pleased and uﬁ%ﬁwﬁ bz' ﬁm A shm 8 meﬁ"’ I saw 8o
much of vhat he seemed to be, when he used to visit me, that
I found oy affeations tmx‘\as rxim very Btronge. Dr, Coke's
éumlI?u very far from: mm@ mmi to his} nay I think hie
mmgium,ﬂ for the moat part, very trifling and not worth
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resding. He doss not dlscover the man of Judpgnent st all,
in that performence, I think it was very wesk and imprudent
in him, to give such exirsordinarry characters of, and bestow
such high ensomiume upon sonms of the preachers and others,
who are yet living, and who may be too much tickled and
elated thereby--I don*t suppose them to bhe out of the power
of temptations of that sort, I think I dlsoover in him, by
hia relstions and charscters, that he is a man, who walka
more by sense and feeling than by faith and truth, 014
Hartin Key, he says, has an older son, who iz a ahild of
Satan like his fatheyr, But Tandy Eey is a fine fellow,
Janes Morris, not having an opportunity of publishing his
appointments, by renson of his wife's indieposition, 1z a
dreadful fellow, war‘_my of inmediate suspension, Abundance
of frogs he saw in cmn place, an® horses tyed to trees in
another, Mr, t%%@grm}‘%@ next to myself, had befriended
the Methodists more than any other cleorgyman in Amerioae in
compared to a 1little ghigken, &o. &0. Are not such thinge
too trifling for & De De 0> L. Ds Oor oven for a B, A, If

you have read this magasine, as I axpect you haves you must
have observed the glbbet he has made of my name; and I sup-
pose he intended that it should be gibbeted in secula secu~
Wﬂ?‘ o Buty you know me better, than to suppose any thing
the lititle ereature could say of ne, could move me rnuch,

I Judged from his chareoter of others, that he was too much
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‘undey the influence of sensstions, and valked more by sense
than by mm‘ and truth, but I sould not be sure of 1it, till
I read vhat he was plm&ﬁw insert rwnmw Then I
"o sure oy Judgnent was not astray. Por ir thers be m%
five falsities or misrepressntations, in the five lines,
m*wu. Wum m, in mgﬂ 3%, I am, a8 i‘aiamﬁ‘ BHY8,
3 ing. T win m&i‘at ﬂzm out w ytm, end I enow
_‘:m oan Mlim Mu ﬁz't__ax. saying m met ne at Roancek, he

‘mys, flrﬂ’ et I went with hip
g@ one aﬁm wit.h him* " 3mp 8 talked reel 1L the
pinutes on slavery. :iho m&u_wmaﬁam on thet sub~
Jmt, wu?:c rmt have mkm t:p mms aﬁmwa timm *msm he
I _woull not be persuadsd.” 1‘ don't Xnow that he una&
cmw wmﬁ 1o gaaraw ne, an. mﬂ mt. ia, ms m.
)mt I have twenty-four :mw s8> Qo Xnows me bemw, snd 8o
Ty m mm;, He 1m.imm that :{ mightiu eprose theliy
rules, mW one mg Xnows ma, immm this to e so far from
the mtm that 1t vas qzﬁ% t&w reverse, When I parted from
tm; Mﬁm@ at tha.t, tim, i am mt matmmt 1 had afmm«a
him, and W‘&aﬁ he wum haﬂ oalled on ue vhen he oame
near my house, Inetend of vmfu, he passed by along tkw road
over the bﬂma without wmﬁmﬁm to oall, and makes this
Journal upon 1t, page 392: "I passed by the house of Wr,
Jarvatt, a yiglent sesertor of the _;uauac and propriety af
__ negro s’?uvmg pia Jou eveyr &Mm*ur me to ’tm such & vie
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olent man, as to authorise any one to meke yiolence a distin-
gulshing charecteristic of me? The truth is, the l1ittle man
read thes minutes to me, and asked my opinion of them, I told
him I was no friend to slavery; but however I 4id not think
the minutes proper, for two reasons, First, The dlsturbance
1t would meke and the opposition it would mest with in the
socletiea. Second, He ought not to make a disputable matter
a positive term of communion. And as he was a stranger in
the land, I told him the spirit of Virginis would not baook
force, and probably I gave him some advice on the metier,
which I suppose the biahop locked upon as an inzulte-but I
414 it in the integrity of my heart, without eny suspilocion
it would offend the gentleman aso highly, But I care noit one
straw for what he has Journallised about ne--but thought it
not improper to say something on it to you. I bellieve he

has got no eredit by 1t, even among several of the shurcoh,
over which he is overseer,

I am sorry to tell you that the doctrines of the
goapel are not so well understood and preached in this state
a3 I oould wish., The aotive obedience of Christ and imputed
righteousness, are exploded by some, vhich is to sap the

very foundation of the gospel and the sinner®s hope., I
trust my making a stend against this; has in some measure
put a stop to it--though Father 0"Eelly has fallen into the
error, and I fear he will not be easlly checked in his ca-
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reor--he is a very positive blade,

¥ou will think by this time I hswe forgot my purpose
of meking this letter short, Indeed so many things ¢roud
into my mind, when writing to you, that though writing is
become irksome to me, I can't stop soon,

I am pleased t¢ hear that your son Charles learns
welly and discovors n retentive mmr. I hope you will have
Joy in him and the rest of your- 11ttle ones, We give our
mwmumwwmm WWII the children Dedda
Mtt m% to seen tkm


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































