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I Prefatory

Lueian Hinor, & Virginia gentleman, changed as corpletely
during the decads of the eighteen-thirties as 4id the nation
of which he was a citlizen., For over feorty yoars the United
States had functioned as a fairly harmoniocus unit. PAfferences
of opinlion between sections had ususlly dissclved into agree-
ment, however grudgingly had been the granting and acceptanoce
of concessiona, The sun had arisen eash morning in the Rast
and set in the West, Sporadic storm clouds had often threatened
various reglons of the young republic, tut had crossed the sky
and faded from view without releasing an engulfling deluge of
strife.

In Jashington, the nation's capital, the era of the
"Virginia dynasty” was rapidly approaching its denise. Farking
itz death spasms was an unusual phenomencon. The newly rising
sun of politiocal strength was crossing the horizcn from West
to East. It was & harbinger of the future. That which had been
sublimated in the plecid past was soon to be rudely uprooted
and altered, lNew storm clouds were to threaten the existence
of the expanding New World democracy. & counterpart of this
violent upheavel was the period of soceial reform, sccentuvating
the newly revived "belief in the common man.,"” Anti-slavery
socleties, ilemperance socleties, and many olhor reforz organle
zations were to afford each potential relurwer a Flcgld of activity,
which in broad enough scope might affect many ssgnente of the
population, if not all of 1it.

Virginia was affescted as were all the slates, bui many of

the movements which became important in other areas left the
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014 Dominion untouched. Anti-masonic elements were never
strong. Anti-slavery forces were gemerally formed as e¢olonization
societies, the impractiocal products of visionaries wheo were
desparately seeking an alternative to the ¢conomie and soclal
problems created by involuntary serviiude. These movements at
least faced active opposition. They were not forced to scombat
apathy, the problem which so beset the crusade so close to
¥inor's heart, the temperance movemsnt.

To wmany men, as to Lucian ¥inor, this crusade took the
form of a semi-religious enterprise. Born in 1826 through the
efforts of Abner Cleopton, & rural Baptist minister, the temperance
movement evolved into a statewide organization within a decade.
At first its advocates were drawn almost entirely from the
clergy, but gradually teachers, lawyers, merchants, laborers,
and others of all classes jolined the battle against intoxicating

baverages.l

In 1829 most of the independant scecieties which had burgeoned
forth were advocating a moderate use of hard liquor, the abolition
of the "sideboard decanter" from its place in Virginia custom,
and a voluntary opposition to eandidates for publie office who
used aleochcl in election campalgns. These attempts lacked the
rallying point about which a crusade could be formed ao 1t was
necessary for the sosietles to adopt a total abstinence policy
in order to remedy this weakness in their organization, Half-

hearted attempts were doomed to failure., Total abstinence pro-

1 Luolan Minor,. "The Temperance Reformation in Virginia,”
%%g Southern Literary lMessenger, XVI (July 1850), 426-
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vided the only alternative to fallure. By 1830 there were
fifty-two total abstinence groups in Virginia, then still
lacking & astatewide temperance organization.

Very 1ittle but "mingled apathy, contempt, and derision”
greeted these early reformers. Wewsr:irors and prominent citizens,
with but few exceptlions, chose to ignore temperance. Too many
people thought that these socleties were ocombating a custom
instead of erusading against an evil. Then too, there was the
question of personal liberty. The freedom loving Virginians
d1d not care to surrender their rights without just cause. It
was indeed fortunate for the temperance leaders that the
necessary oasuse was discovered, “"statistios.” Many persons
became interssted in temperance when they learned that the
people of their state were spending five million dollars a
year for liquor, that fifteen of every sixteen pauprers had
"pbeen reduced” by alcchol, and that over three thousand five
hundred deaths annmually osuld be traced to the effects of
intoxicants., Those figures applied only to Virginia. Obviously
there was a need for actlon.?

Temperance then became a topie of conversation, the old
custom of the "sideboard decanter” buocame a rarity, and a demand
was heard for a statewide union of all temperance groups in the
014 Dominion. Traditional usage and custom has thus glven way
to the rressure of reform. In 1834 the firast statewide assembly

of temperance men and women was held in Charlottesville, A three

2 Minor, "Temperance Reformation," The Southern Literary
Mesgenger, XVI (July 1850), 429 rf.
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day meeting, 1t warired the firs{ major nmove in Virginia te
establish & universal temperance soelety, Lucian Minor wae
thare when the session began Cctober 30, 1834, and watched
his good friend, John Hartwell Cocke, the tresiding officer,
8k111fully parry the attacks upon "total abstinence” made
by the adhersnts of alcoholic "moderation.”

This Charlottesville Jonvention of 1834, ending har-
noniously, becane known in later vesrs as the turning point
in the hiastory of the Virginia temperance movement. It also
had an immediate effact on the delegates, [or Cocke, also
the president of t- national American Temperance Union, had
persuidsd the Rew. Dr. ustin idwards of Massachussits and
Bdward ¢. Delsvan of New York City to address the audience,
The 180 delsgntes, of whom but 37 were cleargymen, received a
new view of the causs for which they were laboring .

. Ths movement, despite the orpanization this meeting had
effscted, languished in the later years cf the decade, being
revivad in & different form when the Washingtonian movement
swapt through Virginia. It was not the fault of ithe lsadsrs
that they were unable to devalop a sucocessful orusade in 1834,
but their neighboras were slow to accapt such & reform &g tem-
perance,. The religious fansaticism which had rervaded them had
not yet Leen channeled into other movenents such as that of
temperance, When they were rsady to acceri temperance, organ-

jzations for that @iready existed, the product of the zeal

3 Minor, "Temperance Reformetion,” The Southern Literary
¥esgenger, XVI (July 1850), 431 ff.
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of the lmaders of the eighteen-thirties. As such, the temperance
movement was an important phase of the Jacksconian Era in
Virginia.

Another crusade 1n which Minor wag interested was that
of publiec education. While this praiseworthy wmovement dld not
face apathy, 1t 41d face ignorance and the opposition of every
class of paople.4 It was left to a few farseeing wmen, most of
whom had obaserved the school gystems of New Ingland, to plead
the cause of "popular education.” Tre oppositlon they faced was
varied, extending from the farmsf who d1d not wish to lose the
physical services of his youth to the rich landowner who did
not wished to be taxed to educate ihie sonsg of roorer men. Many

men, even well educated ones, believed that a free education

would destroy the student's initiative and wake him less receptive

to hard mental labor.>

Prison reform, care of paupers, and modern management of
institutions for the handicapred were othsr causes in which
¥Minor was interested. None of the three causes had a soclety
with the power and wealth of such a one as ths temperance
society to aid 1t., Instead, they were all alded by individuals

who agitated for reforms,

There were two affective methods of agitating in the elighteen-

thirties; by speeches and by writing. 3ince the former was

4 A, J. Morrison, i ‘ s of Public “ducation in
Virginia, 1776-1860, » 1917,

%5 James Russell Lowell, ed. "A Virginian in New ZIngland
Thirty-rive Years Ago,” The Atlantic Monthly, XXVI
(July 1870),. T46-T63,
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& method restricted by voocal range, the press and pesriodicals
of the period played an important role in any reform underw
taking.

Such newspapers as Thomas Ritchie's Richmond Enguirer,
John Hampden Fleasants' Richmond ¥hig, Richard Toler's Lynche
burg Virginian, Frank Blair's Washington @lobe, Thomas Gilmer's
Charlotteaville Advggato,xﬁichardAE. Parker's Winchester
Virginian, and Hugh Blair Grigsby's Norfolk Herald all exerted
much influence in their respective regiona.5 Of the periocdiocals,

only Ihe Southern Literary Messenger, founded in Richmond in

1834 by Thomas W1llis White,. attained any degree of importance.
0ddly enough, 1its most severe competetion in Virainia came from
the North American Review, a Northern journal.l In the pages

of the lessenger, as "hite's magazine was called, appeared the
Southern viewpoints on almost any problem of importance, Cften
the viewpoints presented fajiled to indicate a Southern origin
or Southern leanings and so offered a view alien to Virginia.
This was especially true during the 7resrs when Edgar Allen Poe
served as the editor. These who were prone to view conditions
in thelr home state with a loyal blindness could hardly have
ignored the vitriolic pen of Poe. In 1835 he had t1° to say

6 H. H. Simms, The Rise of the Whigs in Virginias 1824-
1840, Richmond, 1929, 17. Since the direction a news-
paper of the eighteen-thirties took was due to its
edltor 1t is only proper to consider these newspapers
as secondary in importance to the men who operated

them.,.

7 Bsnjamin Blake MMinor, The Zouthern iiterary Yessenger,
Hew York, 190S5.
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of Virginia, "The most lukewarm friend of the ﬁouth must
rerceive - if he perceives anything - that the glory of
the C1ld Dominion is in a fainting « 1s in & dying condition.
Her once gresat name is becoming, in the lorth, a bye-word
for imbecility, all over the South, a type for things that
might have been."® Cther authors might be as oritical, but
few were ever so Dlunt.

Collectively, the authors of articles in The Soubhern

Literary Messenger represent an illustrious cross-section

of American letters. From the South camet iatthew Fontaine
Maury, James Madison, John Esten Cooclte, FPhilip 35t. Georsge
Cooke, S5idney Dyer, Caroline Howard Gilman, John ¢, McCabe,
Benjamin Blake !Minor, Edgar Allen Foe, William Gilmore Simms,
Susan A, Talley, John R, Thompaon, Henry A. Washington, John
Randolph, J. P. Kennedy, N, Beverly Tucker, and William Wirt,
From the lorth came: Lydia H. H. 3igourney, James Russell
Lowell, and occasionslly, James Fenimore Cooper, Ldward Everett,
W111llam C. Bryant, William Wordsworth, and Washington Irving.9
It was in such notable company that Lucian Minor ventured
to intrude for his essays, criticisms, reviews, and journals
all flowed from his facile pen onto the pages of the Messenger.
Through this medium he was to argue the causes he supprorted.

Temperance, colonization, legal reforms, and other humanitarian

8 Edgar Allen Poe, "A Review of an Address on Education
by Lucian Finor," The Southern Literary Messenger, II
(January 1835), 17.

g David K. Jackson, Contributors to The Southern Llterary
Messengsr, Richmond, 19
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projects were to recelve written aid from this gentlemanly
humanitarian lawyer. He pleaded for & better understanding
of Virginia's neighbors, the other states of the union. He
sought to clear a path for all who wished to aid thelr fellow
men, In this respect, all of his writings reflect a deep
intellect and scholarly bent, singularly broadened by rerscnal
travels and experiences. Throughout his works can be found thse
aims and purposes of an unselfish humanitarian.

As a figure relatively obscure, beloved by his friends,
often ridiculed by his enemies, Minor exerted an influence far
beyond that generally attributed to him. The decade of the
eighteen-thirtiea mark the courss of events which enabled him
to stand forth as a crusader, strengthened by much more than
a mere book knowledge of his environment., It 1s the five years
between 1833 and 1838 that were most prominent in shaping the
life of Lucian VMinor: Cosmopolitan Virsinia Gentleman of the

014 School.
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The Minor Pamily in Virginis

During the seventeenth century, hundreds of Dutch vessels
salled into the rivers and bays of the Colony of Virginia, Of
the many mariners aboard these ships, it 13 not inconcelivadbls
that some looked upon the English colony as a prospective
home, Maindort Doodes was one of these seafarers who returned
and brought his family with him. Although the date of his first
visit te Virginia 1s unknown, it has been established that hs
settled in southeastern Virginis in 1650.1 An active man, thes
sea captain soon acquired land and recelved the power of attornsy
in Lower Norfolk County, residence in Nansemond County., The
court records of lLancaster County also have an entree listing
"Minor Doodes of lLancaster Jounty mariner,” documenting the
transfer of land from Doodes to Peter Montague, his son-in-law,
The two hundred acres this transaction involved exchanged hanis
in 1665, two years before Minor (Maindort) Toocdes and his son,

Docdes Vinora were naturalized by the Virginla General asseqmly.B

1 "Minor Family," William and Mary College Historical
Magazine, lst Series, VIi1 (1900), 196.

2 The change in the famlly name avppears to date from
naturalization. There has been a theory advanced which
states that the name, "Doodes Minor,” had the same
original meaning as, 'Doodes the Younger," but that
usage came to regard the son as having a name distinct
from that of his ancestors. A son of Doodes i'inor was
thus p}aoed in the gwkward posltion of bsaring the
name, Minor Vinor, John B., ¥inor, The "inor Family
of Virginia, Lynchburg, 1923.

3 W, W, Hening, The Statutes at large; being a Collection
of a2ll the Laws of Virginia from the Birst Session of
the Legislature in the year 1619, 13 V.
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The will of Minor Doodes named his wife iary (iaria) as
beneficlary. The document itselfl is an interssting item. Filled
in Middlesex County, Virginia, it is dated Decenmber 13, 1677,
and bears the replieca of a galley on ite seal, The will of the
captain's widow, filed September 17, 1678, was proved February
7, 1687, shortly after her death at the home of FPeter Hontague.4

Doodes Minor (1640-1695%) shared his parents' estate with
his brother-in«law, Petsr Montague, and the latter's daughter,
Marie.? It is known that he had four children by his wife,
Elizabeth 6 William, the eldest, had no known descendents:
Peter ran away to sea as a youth and dilsappeared; Minor had one
child; and Garret, from whom Luclan Minor was descended, had
two children.’! Garret (1680-1728) is cloaked in mystery. Little
ia known of him excert that he was presented by the grand jury
of Middlesex County in 1704 "for bringing oysters ashore on the
Savbath day.“a His wife, Diana Cumnings ¥inor, was the nilece of

4 "“Minor Family," Willdiam and Mary Collese Historical

Magazine, 1lst Series, VIII (1900), 196.

Ibid., 197.

There is a discrspancy in the family name of the wife
of Doodes Minor. Minor, Minor Family, 8, cites her
maiden surname tc be "Cocke, but Minor Meriwether,
Lineage of the Meriwethers and the Minors, St. Louis,
1395, 195, states that the name of her second hushand
was "Cocke” and that her family name 1s unknown.

Minor, Vinor Family, 9.
8 Meriwsether, Lineage, 127.
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Governor Berkeley through her wother's family.? Of the two
children of Garret and Diana }inor, but one concerns this
raper, John Finor I (1707-1755). Ee was not only the first
of four successive gensrations to bear the same name, but
he was alao the firat to become & large landowner, a wealthy
man=-of-affairs in his community. During the forty-eight years
of hias 1life he accumulated a large estate, using as the basis
for his expansion the wedding gift he had recsived from his
father-in-law, Thomas Carr.lO This gift, the beautiful estate,
Topring Castle on the North Anna River, Caroline County, was
to tecome the Minor famlily home for following generations.

Ten of the eleven children of John Minor I survived their
father, a man of "superior intellect” and an extremely competent

Justice of the Caunty.ll Of these ten children, John Minor I,

9 Family traditlon asserts that Captain John Vivien of
Williamsburg, the father of Diana Cummings Minor, took
an active part in Bacon's Rebellion. It is said that
Vivien, sent by Charles II to lnvestigate conditions
in Virginia, became sympathetic toward Nathaniel Bacon
and alded Bacon to escape from Governor Berkeley. After

participating so actively against the governor, Vivien
narried his niece, Diana Gummings. Their daughter became
the wife of Garret Minor. "The Finor Family in Virginia,
Vérginia Magazine of History and Biography, XLVI (1938},

10 Meriwether, Lineage,. 128,

11 N. Wingfleld, A History of Zaroline County Virginis,
Hichmond, 192 550,
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Lucian Minor's grandlather, was the eldest. It wasn Tor that

reason that he recelved Topping Uastle upon the death of hig
DL

rn

rother in 1772. As the second vearer of the sams nare, ookn
inor II, was to become even more rroninent in Virginia than
his father. Born dNovember 13, 1735, he was but Lwonty years
old when he married Hlizabsth Cosby, one cf the =2ight childran
of David and Nancy Overton Cosby. During the Revolutionary
dar he served with distinction in ths forces of ths Continental
Army and was at Yorktown when Cornwallis surrendsred. Razturning
home & major, John iinor II immediately deveoted his intense
vigor and energy Lo ilmproving his estate., At the request of
a nearby nelghbor he alsc assumed the managorship of General
Thomss Nelson's plantation during the general's sabsence ofl
affairs of state., It was sald of Major John that one could not
hold a conference with him unless he were willing to mount a
horse and gallop about the plantations after the major. Eveon in
his 0ld age the owner of Topping Castle was overly active and
became known as "one of the most prominent and asuccessful men
in Caroline of his day." He never held public office.13

The gracious mansion in which John Minor II lived was ths
birthplace of his nine ochildren, four of whom were to be import-
ant in the 1life of Lucian Minor, either in their own right or
in the persons of their children. These four were lancelot, the
father of Lucian; General John, the father of two of Luclan's

closest friends; Diana, the mother of Matthew Fontaine lMaury;

13 zingfiald, Caroline County, 450; Minor, Minor Family,
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and Elizabeth, whe Tor sone wesks tutored the yvouthful
Virginlan, exerting a 1lifetims influence over havr nephew.

Lancelot inor (1763-1848) was the fourth son of the
ma jor. A lawyer and farmer, he also acted as the rpostmazter
at Thouwpson's X Roads and operated a 2mall hoardinz school
after 8 aericu- scctident disabled him in the fall of 1831.14
His wife and Lucian's mother was Mary Overton Thompkins
(1771-1836), the daughter of William and Ann Cosby Thompkins.
After suffering a severe paralytic strsks in the fzll of 1835
she finally passed away in the spring of 1836.15

John ¥inor III (1761-1830) attained the greatest heights
of any of the lMinors of his generation. At Yorktown with his
father when Cornwallis surrendered, he again returned to that
area in the War of 1812 as ths general in command at Norfolk.
Although he had no formal law training he was a vrominent
mamber of the Virginia bar, amassing a large Cortune and
purchasing a luxurious mansion In Fredericksburg for his winter
home, In the summer ha left "Hazel 111" to reside at Topring
Castle, the family homestead. One of General John's outstanding
characteristics was the interest which he evinced toward pro-
mising young lawyers. Among the youths he aided was Benjanin
Botta, later a succsssful lawyer in Virginia, the father of

John ¥inor Botts. The general's association with Lucian I-inor

14 Harris, M.H.,
Richmond, 1936, 392, Lucian Minor to J. B. Hinor,
June 23, 1831' 1834 (undated); Minor Collection,
U. Va.

1% Ibid., March 31, 1836.
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was shortlived, but his son, John NMinor IV, and his daughter,
the wife of William M. Blaskford, were among the closest
friends of Luclan Minor.

It was with these few relatives that the young lawyer
retained the closest family tles, but he did not completely
lose contact with his other uncles, aunts, and cousins., On
his numerous tours about the country he often visited long
abasent members of the famlly. Sometimes they were able to aid
him, introducing him to rrominent men they knew, or sheltering
him on his journey. Many times, the kind hearted lawyer would
transact some bit of legal business for a distant cousin,
refusing to accept compensation for the task.

Materially, Lucian Minor's antecedants enabled him to
enjoy many of the privileges of the wealthy planter aristocracy
of Virginia. Although he was not personally wealthy he dlid have
a capital sufficient to enable him to stay at the best hotels
and mix with the highest class of people., Without money he
would never have been able to travel extensively and mold his
thoughts by personal contact with the people of a variety of
sactions of the United States. Without money he would not have
been in a position to secure the classical education which gave
hin the phllosophical foundation necessary to undsrstand and
aprply what he saw, It was to thils background, both that of the
personal contact and that of the printed page, that Luclan Minor
owed his humanitarianism, a quality which he tempered with a

cosmopolitan attitude.
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IITI From Birth to Manhood

Wear the southeast corner of Loulsa Jounty a ”skimpy
littie stream” flows across the 0l1d Mountain Road and mingles
with the more commodious waters of the ZJouth Anna River. A&
few miles up Deep Creek, the "skimpy 1little stream,” lies
¥inor's Folly, once the home of Lancelot Minor and his wife,
Mary.l

It was here, in the heart of Virginia's beautiful Pied-
mont, that Lucian Minor was born April 24, 1802.2 Lestled in
the hills of the midlands, ¥Minor's Folly was the ideal place
to ralse a family of nine children., The boys spent their days
helping about the plantation or playing in the woods., ¥hen old
enough to carry a gun, they were allowed to hunt small g&meoﬁ
¥eanwhile, thelr education was not being neglected. Tach
morning all the Minor children of "learning age' were assembled
in the dining-room to say two lessons before breakfast. The
penalties for failing to appear prorerly "washed and combed"
were heavy, the miscreant having to eat nothing by bread and
milk for his morning meal., Any deficliency in the recitation,
whether caused by "indolence or stupidity, was visited with

#

hard blows. If the punishment made the child cry, whimper, or
out 1t was altered to a severe whipping which would make all

of the tears well earned.

1 Harris, Louisa County, 114,

2 Inscription on Minor's tombstone, campus of the College
of William and ary, Williamshurg, Virginia,

3 James Russell Lowell, ed."A Virginian in Hew Zngland
Thirty-five Vears Ago,” Atlantic }onthly, XXVI (1870),
162-179, 163.
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regularity and steadiness of the system which made lLancelot
¥inor's school successful, He himself had been self-taught
and lacked an extensive or thorough background, It was this
deficlency which he wished his children to rectify in their
own lives. At the age of Tour they were expected to be able
to read. An able reader hinmself, lLancelot managed to teach
this and spelling quite effectively. It was with geograrhy
and arithmetic that he encountered more dif‘ficulty.4

Whenever the opportunity presented itself, Lucian and
the other children were to sent to the nelghborhood school.
Por two years after his fourth birthday the precocious youth
attended a school kept by a Carr MeG ____, a "brutal tyrant.”
This teacher terrorized most of his pupils, but in later years
Lucizan claimed that he himself was "1little subject to him,"
gensrally using "great license of tongue towards him,”' Even
during the years the Mlnor children were attending this and
other "regular"” schools, their father continued his gsystem
of early morning recitations.>

In late 1807 the eldest Minor child, William (1797-1854)
departed for Kentucky in the company of an enigrant Presbyterisn
minister, John Todd. William and Lucian had been such close
chums that the effect on the six year o0ld wag one of discon-

solation, In order to placlate the youngster and also to remove

4 Lg;rell, "Virginian," Atlantic I'enthly, XXVI (1870),
163,
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him from Minor's Folly until after the birth of a soon
expected baby, Lancelot placed Lucian behind hin on his
horse and rode to Topplng Castle. There, on the north bank
of the North Anra ERiver, the child was prlaced undsr the
indulgent care of his grandmother and the gentle tutorage
of his maiden aunt. For two months the wmaiden aunt, Zlizabeth
Minor, exposed young Luclan to the refined and sympathetic
writings of Maria 7Fdgeworth and others of a similiar nature.
The impression made upon her nephew by her wisdom and good=-

{

ness caused him to place his "Aunt Betser' on a pedestal from
which she was never removed. The moral truths which she had
emphasized were to influence Lucian through hls later yearse.
It was the combination of theoretical perfections which enabled
£1lizabeth }Minor to reach the heart of the worshipplng lad. She
was "at once kind, gentle, rational, and firm."8

Unfortunately the idyllic days had to snd and Lancelot
¥inor carried his son back to Minor's Folly. On cne of his
monthly trips he had stopped for a few hours and recovered the
visiting boy. Lucian was then but six years old, but on his
return home he began the dally rractice of writing ”joining—
hand" (long-hand), an ability he had mcquired while at his
grandmothers, His father and older sisters made certain that

the tyro penman noted the "day of the month and the year” in

his copy-book each time he rrepared his lesson, It was this

8 ngell, "Virginian," Atlantic Fonthly, XXVI (1870),
163 ff,
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habit, acquirsed in early youth, which caused Minor to always
zarefully record each incident of importarnce or interest so
long ag he was alive.,9

From 1808 to Jamuary, 1810, Lucian rewnained at ¥irnor's
Tolly and was tutored Dy his father and the older sisters,
FPanny, Kitty, and Elizabseth, He devoted his hours tc a come-
bination of light farm-work and study. At the dining room
table he labored over reading, writing, and geography; in the
fislds he and his brothers worked side-by-side with the iegro
slaves, "though not very regularly.” This contact with the
fifteen or twenty slaves owned by his father introduced the
youth to many of the problsms of the economy of Virginia. He
wag still less than ten years o0ld, but already had learned much
that boys many years his senlor took many years to discover,1C

The farm chores consisted of goling on errands around the
neighborhood, working in the fields, and tending the flock of
sheep kept at Minor's Folly. In the Tirst capzcity he often
rode to the mill, perched atop a bag of corn which had been
slung across the back of a horse, As the family sherherd he
counted the sheep each day, Ted them thelr dailly raiion of
fodder or corn, and penned them in a shed on rainy days. Yhen
he aided in the Tields hls dutlies were of great variety. As he

wrote in his brief autoblograrhy, "Ny work was such as planting

9 Luclan Minor to J. B, Minor, December 13, 1838, Minor
Collection, U. Va.; Lowell,' Virginian,” Atlantic

Yonthly, XXVI (1870), 164.
10 Ibld., 164-165.
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corn, thimming it, haymaking, picking up and shocking wheat
in harvest, treading out wheat, picking out cotton from the
bolls, shucking corn, burning brush when new ground was
cleared, etc., etc.”1l It 1s plain to see that the youngeters
of the ilinor family were never pampered, but instead were
well trained for their adult 1life by a rigorous routine of
work and study. The same non-pampering rule also applied to
thelir play. It was not uncommon for the iinor boys to participate
in running races, wrestling bouts, and general melees with
the Wegro boys of the nelghborhood. On one occasion, Lucian
returnad home from a "severe battle" with Adam, a slave a few
years his senior. Although the young ¥inor bore several scratches
and scars, his father never mentioned the incident and nothing
ever was said,l?

In January,. 1810, the eight-year-old Lucian underwent a
change in his routine for he was sent to a nelighborhood school,
but recently opened by an Englishman, Phillips by name. This
instructor's tenure was shortlived, Within two weeks he had left
and was not replaced until March when Fartin Robinson, & Sgots-
man took over the small school. His place of instruction was
rather crude. "The school-house was of pine logs, covered with
riven slabs of pine, having a chimney made with billets of wood

riled upon each other and daubed with clay, a dirt floor; and

11 ngell, "wirginian," Atlantle FMonthly, XXVI (1870},
165.

12 Ibid., 165 ff.
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no =lass window.”13 Robinson was an excellant instructor and

greatly improved Lucian's knowledge of mathematics, geography,
writing, and the use of the dictionary. He aided the youngster
“more than any schoolmaster ever did" and was popular with his
charges, IFerhaps it was his humane treatment of offenders that
had an influence on hias puprils, For corrective measures he
employed a leather strap, two inches wide and two feet long,
with which he struck ths miscreant's palm once or twice. But
as was true of so many young teachers, he moved westward aftsr
8ix months and his students were once again left without an
instructor.l&

The next winter l'inor was sent to another neighborhood
school, this time under John B. Duke of Hanover. Andrew Winston,

L]

a boy some y=sars older than Luclian and "of a far better memory,

‘ was Minor's schoolmate.l? It

in other faculties not superior,’
was Duke's duty to teach Lucian the intricities of Latin and
Lancelot linor offered his son a copy of Flutarch's Lives if
ne would but complete Caesar his first year. The octher works
in the course included sections of Rudiman's Grammar, Cordery's

Colloguies, Erasmus' Colloquies, and Cornelius NHepos' History.

13 ngen, "Virginian," atlantic ¥onthly, XXVI (1870),
165. —

14 1Ipid., 165. In 1836, while in Louisville, Kentucky,
Minor was visited by William Robinson, the son of the
former schoolmaster. James Russell Lowell cited the
incident as typical of the gentlemanly conduct of ¥inor.

Ibid., 166.

15 Winston, who lived at Malvern Hill, Louisa County, later
moved to Kentucky. His future activities are not known.
Harris, Louisa County, 432.
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By hard work the nine-year-old was sble to win his prize, a
volume which he had read shortly after his eighth birthday.
In later 1ife he read constantly in Latin and was regarded
a8 an authority on the classiecal languages, but while he was
learning Latin he encountered difficulties, being greatly
mystified at "parsing” and other problems common to the language.l0

From his eleventh to his twentieth year, Minor apprears to
have followed the general pattern of his early youth, working
about the farm and studying the subjects which would provide
him with the hackground essential for a well trained lawyer.
For a short time he attended the classical school of the Rev,.
Peter Nelson at the Forks, in Hanover County.17 After that he
taught for a short time, entering the College of William and
Mary in the fall of 1822.18 His year at that venerable institution
was devoted to a course of formal law studies under Judge Jamss
Semple, One of his clasamates at Willlam and FMary was a man whose
interests nearly paralleled his own, John Hartwell Cocke, In
the years to follow they becams fast friends and maintained their

close relationship until Minor's death in 1858.19

16 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Vonthly, XXVI (1870),
165. The manusoript autoblograrhy upon which Lowell
had drawn for hig material ended with the comments on
Duke's school.

17 The school of the Rev. Peter Nelson "became famous
because of'the able men who there received their
education." Harris, Louisa County, 226.

18 Pearson, "Lucian Minor," DAB, XIII, 27.

19 Lavinia Price Minor to J. B, ¥inor, January 19, 1859,
Minor Collection, U. Va. This letter mentions that Cocks
is coming to Williamsburg and will stay with the Minor
family. Mrs. !inor rentions that his health appears to
be poorer and speaks of him as an old friend of the
family. After Lucian "inor's death, she ani the children
apent some time at Cocke's home.
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After completing his legal training under Judge Semple
the young Virginlan was faced with the problem of establishing
himself in his newly adopted prof&szicn.gO Advice of many
k¥inds was coffered him, but he feli that the frontisr regions

zling young lawyer. f these areas,

Alabama appeared to be most satisfactory. His older brother
¥illiam, a graduate of the Univeraity of Femnsylvania, had
moved there a few years earlier and was already a respected
physician in Mooresville.?l A few miles from William, in
Huntsville,the county seat of Madison County, lived Judge
Henry Minor, a cousin who had emigrated to the gulf state
reglon some years past.22 The decision to move there finally
nade, the young lawyer csompleted his plans and left Loulsa
County, Novembsr 19, 1823, for Alabama.23

The journey on horseback through the western section of
Virginla, into Tennessee and northern Alabama, was an interestins
one. Forced by the lack of suitable lodgings along the route he

had chosen, many of his nights were spent in private homes,

affording Finor the opportunity of observing many types of

20 Minor never secured a degree from the Colleze of Williar
and Mary.

21 William ¥inor had also married a cousin, Ann Redd linor,
befoere moving to Alabama. Minor, Minor Familv, 48.

22 Ibid,, 44,

23 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870},
165. The authorities of the liassachusetts Historical
Society claim that they do not have the original
Journal from which Lowell transcfibed the material
which he used in his article of Minor. It is entirely
rossible that it was destroyed after having been re-
printed in an available form since the journals which
inor kept on his trir to Hew Zngland in 1834 are alseo
missing. Cf. post, aprendix, A=T.
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people. The Tirst night hs bedded in a ”sh&bby and 11l1-
furnished wansion” in Buckiugzham, saining a poor opinion
of the inhabitants of that region, tut as he rrogressed,
rising sarly and riding many miles before breakfast, he found
much to the credit of the western Virginians. Cne meal taken
at a "worthy Dutchman's" was made even more tasty by the
rleasant home in which the host lived and that esvening, November
23, Minor arrived at Dr., Jjohnson's. Expecting to find a "dry,
technical peﬂant,“ he instead discovered the physiclan to be
a gmentleman of wide and cultured interasts.ga

Riding down the great valley of western Virginia, Minor
the next day viewed the homes of the transplanted Pennsylvania
Duteh with great curiosity and respect. The night of the twenty-
fourth he stopped at the home of a Mr. Havens, an inventor of
some note.gS.Among the unusual machines and gadgets which he
showed the interested lawyer were a corn-shelling machine, an
improved loom, and an apple-parer. Each of these lMinor inspected
with the eye of a connoiaseur.zé Two nights later the traveller
encountered a man of compatible tastes and the two journayed on
together, meeting General Andrew Jackson and Major Haton, his
"toad~eater' (Bumble companion), without recognizing them. This

chance meeting occured at Twigg's Tavern, a hostelry just inside

24 Lowell, "Virginian,” Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
166, Cf. post, 24,

25 Ibid., 167-168. Minor's character is revealed in this
short account of his encounter here with a blind man
who became gquite friendly with the travelling Virginian.
¥inor was aquite flattered that the man should be inter-
ested in him and enjoy conversing with him.

26 It was typical of Minor that he should spend much of
his time carefully examining any rechanlcal objesis
which he passed duri=ng his travels, His philosopher's
mind was intrisued by machinery of any type.
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the bordsr of the state of Tennessee, 1idst one of the
discussions between Vinor and his newly found friend the
name of Dr. Johnson of Buckingham County was mentioned. It
soon appeared that the new companion had also staved with
the doctor and had engaged in the same tyvpe of conversation
with his host as had Minor. The news was received with sadnesg
by the impressionable young lawyer who still retained hope that
it was but colncidence and that he had not been intellectually
duped by the physician.27

The night of November 28, 1823, was speunt at the inn of
a Captain Salnes who cuite embarrassed Vinor by being a man of
distinguished reputation, not the type the Virginian had exvected
to find as a tavern keeper.ga When the two travllers halted the
next evening at their chosen resting place they discovered the
rroprietor to be a former governor of Tennessee, Joseph MeMinn,
It amused Minor to see the "singular spectacle" of a former
statesman bustling about as a2 conbination bartender, headwaiter,
and landlord., The democracy which was sc¢ zpparent here and
throughout the entire frontier area had a considerable effect
on ¥Minor, He had not been accustomed to such libsrality of
thought and action. In Tennessee everyone seemed "to feel him-

t

self an efficient member of the body politic." Since the franchise

27 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870},
168"169 E)

28 In tho rmore settled regziosns of ths United States the
tavern keseper had come to be regarded as a more menial
position than it was on the frontlier whare the inn
kecrer was in the best position to be abreast of the
rolitical trends and often took an =2ctive rart in the
activities of his community.
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wag almost universal, everyons was deeply intersated in
the actions of the state legislature. Andrew Jackson was
the popular hero and it was regarded as heretical to spmak
111 of him or to vrailse one of his opponents. The commsnts
in the local papers, all pro-Jdackson, indicated great gains
@ere bBaing made by Jackson In the Tast, but linor assayed
the worth of these atatementis correctly, "They poasibly
spoak ag much from what they wish as from what they know to
be the caae.“eg

Passing‘the ill-ramed Bean's Station (Oresville), once
a disreputable polnt on the Cumberland Road, Minor regzarded
it as a "sign of the timea" that "the whole vicinage wears
the aspect of peace, abundance, aﬁa civilization.” The two
men continued on along the Holsten River until théy reached
Knoxville, "an awkward, 1ll-built town,” where they turned
more directly west on December 1, 1823. Minor himself had not
been favorably impressed with the area through which they had
passed, commenting, "There is a good deal of very fertile
land..., but the want of a ready vent for its produce (it can
be no other radical cause) has generated a syvstem of miserable
huabandry, nore wasteful and injudlecious even than that prevalent
in old Virginia, and 'that's a bold word',"30 It seems that the

Tannesgsee farmers were wont to leave much of thelr crop standing

29 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
171-17Z.

306 Ibld., 172. In his writings for The Southern Litorary
Magsenger Minor never attacked the agricultural methods
of his home state although he many times in private
letters wrote that he considered Virginia backward in
this resnect,
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in the fields, never utilized manure for fertilizer, and
even allowed much that they had harvested to go to waste.

On the night of December 2, 1823, the two travellers
stayed with Squire Eskridge who entertained his guests with
nuzerous tales of his close friend Andrew Jackson, During the
course of the evening inor waa able to find out much about
the character of the Westerner, especially in the matter of
polities. They stopped at a Mr. Clarke's the next night and
on December 4, halted at Kimmer's Tavern where a member of
the Tennessee legislature gave them further information about
local political opinion. After these talks Minor was not at
all surprised to find an active newspaper in the next small
town which they entered, "a good sign, certainly, of intel~
ligence, and a harbinger of far more rapid advancement in
mind and morals than our old Virginia population can hope
for, of whom not one in thirty (of the freeholders even) ever
reads a newspaper."ol

A8 he neared ﬁis destination ¥inor slowed his progress and
apent a few days resting at Purdom’s Tavern. There, on the
elghth of December he was introduced to a Mr. Rutledge who
made a deep impression on Minor. A fellow lawyer, he combined
mental prowess with a confident knowledge of his rower, &
combination which the Virginian thought a most "fortunate
possession.” Purdom's was not far from Huntsville so it was

but a short time until the traveller was within a few miles

31 Lozell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
174, -
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off the home of his cousin, Judge Henry l'inor. The land was
rolling, apparently very Tertile, and the countiry certainly
gave the appearance of wealth, not only in the potential
form, but in the form of constant utilization., The town of
Huntsville was a "pretty village of sixteen hundred inhabitants,”>2
Located but a few miles from & river, as the county seat of “
¥adison County 1t had attracted enough settlers to cause the
Alsbama legislature to meet there.J” Many of the "handsome”
houses of the town were of "hewn logs, chinked with stone,

" but there were some of brick

and pointed with lime mortar,
or frame construction. As Finor was to discover when he arrived
at his cousin's, the exterior of the homes was deceptive for
thelr interiors often contained mahogany furniture, imported
carpetas, and “superb gervices of china and plats."34

After a short visit with the Henry Minors, tﬁa Virginian
get out for Mooresville, locating his law practice in that
town., Although 1t is impossibhble to ascertain exactly how long
he intended to remain in Alabama, a few of his letters lead one

to believe that it night be a permanent home for him.35 But

somehow something was lacking for within two years he returned

32 Lowell, "Virginian,”" Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
175.

33 "Huntsville, Alabama,"

Encyclopedia Brittanica (l4th
Edition), Chicago, 1944, 9%3

34 Lowell, "Virginian,” 176,

35 Ibid., 176. An undated letter from lMNinor to his mot ther
requests that he bs sent his volumea of Tom Faine's
works Tor his use if he were to "scribble for the
newspapers, or am elected to the Legiqlature, or have
to make a FTourth of July speech,”
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1o Louisa Court Houss where he opened a law office, lost
likely he could not bear to be so far distant from his
family since their ties remained close throughout the later
years, Whatever the cause, he was once again home, this tinme
to remain a prermanent c¢ltizen of the 0ld Dominion whether he
resided in Louisa, Charlottesville, or Williamsburg, all his
homes in years to follow, In 1828 he was wnamed Commonwealth
Attorney for Loulsa County, & post which occupied little of
his time. In accordance with common custom he attended all
meetinzg of courtes which met near Loulsa and thus spsnt much
of his time travelling about central Virginia.36 The courts
of Louisa, Albemarle, Goochland, and Orange counties were
among his regular stops.

By living in Louisa Court House Minor was able to vislt
inor's Folly at least once a month and his father'®s letters
bear out the fact that he was a welcome guest., The nine children
had become leas frequent visitors now that they had thelr own
farilies to tend. William was in Alabama, Charles (1810-1861)
was at the University of Virginia,., John, in 1829 working for
a Mr. Hill of Winchester, spent the next two years at Kenyon
College, Gambier, Chio. Elizabeth (1798-1850) and Anne {1804~
1886) had both married and moved away. Fanny (1793-1817) had
long sinca died, Of all the children, but two remained close
to ¥inor's Folly. Kitty (1795-1853) remained unmarried and

Lancelot, junior, was operating a farm nearby. He had not yet

36 "...Lucian ¥inor, a young and intelligent member of
our Bar, returned with me, and spent a soclal ovening,”
"Diary of Col. William Bolling of Bolling Hall," Virginia
Magazino of History zand Blozraphy, XLITI (1935}, 330-342.




29
marrisd and moved to Amherst County.

The early eighteen-thirties wsre difficult vears for
Lucian's father, Lancelot. The latter, always an active man
dilarite the criprling effects of an early attack of rh&umatisms37
slipped under a wagon in the fall of 1831. The resulting
damagze to his hip and thigh was so serious that 1t was doubted
that he would regain the use of his 1@53.38 After five weeks
he was s8till unable to walk and his namesake was forcsd to
continue operating the two farme for some months., The latter's
task was made even more difficult by a drought which threatenad
to diminish the wheat c¢rop by at least fifty percent.’9 Under
the strain of the injury and loss of much of his income, Lance-
lot turned to running a small school at Vinor's Folly.ﬁo He
was slowly becoming adjusted to his new status when his wife
tary suffered a paralytic stroke which made her helpless until
her death some months 1ater.a1 During this period of stress
tucian devoted much of his time to caring for his parents, often

visiting them and serving as "a great source of consolation,"¥1

37 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870), 164.

38 Anne Trueheart and Luclan Yinor to J. B. Minor, June
23,.1831, Yinor Collection, U. Va,

39 ILarncelot Minor (by Lucian's han?) to J. B. ¥iror, June
30, 1831, Minor Collection, U, Va,

40 Lancelot Minor to Lucian Minor, 1834, Minor Collection,
U. Va, He rentioned that Sass and Lewis Dabney were his

pupiles.

41 Mary Minor to J. B. Minor, March 7, 1835, Minor Col-
lection, U. Ve,
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The Early Thirties

In 1830, Lucian biuor was typical of the vajority of

Virginia's rural lawyors. He had no apec iality, but secoepted
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surt House to Journey sboul the clrcult, forced to rely Tor

legal knowladge upon the twvo or three books he night e altle
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te carry and the never infaellibie human mlnd, and never certain

what type of case he might be called upcon to handle. IL was a

hard 1iTe which led
were Torced to ride
weather. There wero

competition between

te much illness for the itinsrant lawyers
in drafty stages in all sorts of inclement
some benefits to be gained, however, The

the lawyers was intense and the uncertainties

of employment made sach man eager to keep each cagse b=2ing tried
constantly up-to=date in his head. One might be called at any
time by either the defendent or the plaintiff. There was no
chance for preparation and the clever extemporansous speaker
usually zained a wide reputation. Men of Lucian Minor's type
who required time to plan thelr course of action were grsatly
handicappad.l

During slack periods Minor could be found chatting with
his friends or, more likely, carsfully perusing the latest
newspaper or magazine, The variety of his reading material

was amazing, ranging from ponderous law tomes to the lightest

1 Lucian ¥inor to J. B. Minor, February 2, 1830, !inor
Collection, U. Va,
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fiction. He enjoyed this type of 1ife. He had friends with
whom to discuss polities, tempsrance, and other svents of
current interest. He had books to provide him with the
rhilosophies of past ages and the opinions of learned men
of hias own day. After several years the routine did beconme
boring and Minor looked toward some form of diversion. His
one thought was to become the human version of a “pleugh~
horse, turned loose to kick up his heels for an hour.,"2

Travel would provide the hest opportunity for chénge.
He had often thought of touring the New ‘ingland states, lew
York, and even on into the West. The letters which he sent
his brother John were filled with helpful advice on how to
travel, typleal of that given by those who wish that they were
on the oren road themselves.3 By meeting the people of other
regions and by talking with them he might be able to improve
immensely hlas own view of 1ife. He might even be able to ses
1f he were the only one "still going down the road to perdition”

4

as his Tamily often claimed. There had been many factors which

2 Lucian Finor, "Letters from iew England," The Southern
Literary Messenger, I (April 1835), 425,-

3 His comments prove that he had not travelled since his
trip to Alabama some years past. Lucian I'inor to J. B.
Minor, August 7, 1831, Minor Collection, U, Va,

4 "Revivalism has affected all. Your poor Brother, as our
3isters would say, is the only one almost, in the pre-
cinct, who remaing as he was . Lancelot ¥inor,jr., to
Jo. B. Minor, June 30, 1831. "Camp meetings are raging
here and T bhave never seen anything like it (among sober
people), but they are not sober." He continues that the
craze 18 1ike Tor drink, except that it leaves no hange
over. Lucian ¥inor to J. B. linor, August 16, 1831, Minor
Collection, U, Va.
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had prevented him from realizing his ambitlion. Many of his
law cases had extended over a period of ssveral months and
could not be lelt in the hands of other lawysrs., He had been
gsending monay to his younger brother John in order to help
him complete hia college sourse.? Then too,.ther@ was the
problem of when to take the tour as one should, slowly and
leisurely. It was a practice of lilnoMs to attend the sessions
of the Virginia Assembly during the ﬁintar monthg 1T his
schedule would allow him to spend time in Richmonﬁ.6 He also
of ten made trips to Fredericksburg tc see his cousins, the
Blackfords and the Maurys, and spent many days in their pleasant
company. Occasional trips to Washington provided the only major
excursions and they were generally short and hurried. Cther
short journeys were made to the communities surrounding Louisa
Court House for temperance and colonization addressed, both of
which Minor often gave.7 In 1831, shortly after a cousin, Warnsr
Minor, passed away of jaundice, the Louisa lawyer voluntarily
undertook the rroblems presented by his tangled and mismanaged
estate, journeying at least three times to Caroline County to

21d the confused widow.s The 1life which Minor was living was one

5 Luecian Minor to J. B. Minor, November 30, 1830; December
25, 1830; Y¥inor Collection, U. Va,

Ibid., Pebruary 20, 1831.
Ibid., November 30, 1830.
8 Mary Finor to J. B. Minor, April 13, 1831; Lancelot

Minor to J. B, Minor, April 20, 1831l; Minor Collection,
Ue. Va.
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which enabled him to take wmany short wacatlions, but seldom
any of the length necessary to make a comprehensive tour.

By 1834 he had a small sum of monsy lald aside.? lMost
of John's college course had been complsied and he would soon
graduate from the University of Virginia as a fledgling lawyer,
ready to earn his own living. Lancelot was occupied with his
school at Minor's Folly and seemed to have a sufficliently large
1ncome.10 Of primary importance was Lucian's view of his own
health. In his opinion it was poor and he needed a long walk
and rleasant sojourn to regain the vitality he had once had .11
The advantages of a walking tour quite impressed Minor. He had
several times enumerated the advantages of such a mode of travel
whoen giving John advice, If one would but leave the well journeyed
routes and wander about the countryside he might learn much of
the people and thelr communities, There was little to be gained
from "whirling" through the country in a stage. There were other
good things to also keep in mind. One should visit all battle-
fields within a reasonable distance, A study of their terrzain
would elarify much which was vague in the history of the United

states, Of course, one should also observe all natural phenoménz,

9 Luclan Minor to J. B. Minor, June 28, 1834, Minor
Collection, U. Va,.

10 A manuscript copy of a wlll signed by Lancelot Minor
in 1837 states that he is leaving each of his children
aprroximately $2500, plus Minor's Folly, an indication
that he had a comfortable amount of money. !'inor Col-
1601‘;101’1, U. Va.

11 ZILaueian ¥Vinor to J. B. Minor, January 9, 1832; April 19,
1833; no date (1833); Lucian ¥inor to Charles linor,
Hovember 30, 1832, Minor Collection, U. Va.
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but that was too obvious a2 rule to require r&pet&tion.lz

Satisfactory as these reasons may have been, they wers
far less important than the imrediate cause, A young lady,
I"iss Helen (?) Stearns of Northampton, Massachusetis, had
been teaching school in Charlottesville and was about teo
return home. It appears more than coincidental that Minor's
first long trip in eleven years should begin the same week
she left Virginia and include the reglon for which she was
heading. Then too, the Jjourney does not seem to have been
premeditated. The letters of the months immedlately preceding
¥inor's departurs make no mention of the unusual event.l? The
sole indication that there was any orior plaming was the fact
that Minor cbtained twenty-three letters of introduction from
William M, Blackford when he stopped in Fredericksburg on his
way north.1# Minor supplimented these letters ag he rmade new
friends on his tour.

On ¥onday, June 16, "at 23' past 6 a.m., alone in a huge
four-horse stage-coach,. with wheels creaking as if grease had
never touched them," the travelling Virginian left for Yow

En@iand.ls The ultimate destination was to be Boston; the

12 Lucian Minor to J. B. Minor, March 4, 1831, Minor
Collection, U, Va,

13 Lancelot ¥Minor to Charles and J. B, Minor, June, 20,
1834, Minor Collection, U, Va,

14 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XAVI (1870}, 333.

15 Ibid., 335.
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immedisnte one, Washington. Along the route to the nation's
carital, however, passeongers usually transferred from the
atage to the more comfortable TFotomaec EBiver steamer «hich
started its northward journey a few miles from Fredericksburg,
Virginia. Since ¥inor's stage missed the last sonmday boat, he
was able to spend one night with William . Blackford, the
aditor of the Fredericksburg é;gﬂ@.lé Bincere to the utmost,
Minor usually submitted his prose afforts Lo Blackrord to sse
if the latter could use them in his yublication.17

The steamer voyvage up the Fotomac always was exiremely
rleasant, but on this ocecasion it was nade aven more delightful
by the "unexpected" aprearance of ¥iss Stearns and her party,
After a most entertaining river cruise the travellers alighted
in Tashington, Minor separating from the remaindier of ths grourp
to proceed to Gadsby's Hotel, his usual residence in the carital.
As the flags flying over the Capitol showed both legislative
boilee to be sitting, Minor "atrolled thither." A short debate
between two of the Congressmen served as a distraction until
the dinner hour when Minor returned to Gadsby's, There, entering
the bar, he found Henry Clay, at that time senator from Xen=-
tucky. After he had approached Clay, he shook hands with him,
"4n virtue of an acguaintance formed here last winter.' Ths
resulting conversation proved to be an interesting intérview

of the Gresnt Compromiser:?

16 The most complete file of The Political Arena (1827~
1845%), a semi-weekly Whig publicotion, can be found
at the Virginia Historiecal Zociety, Fichmond, Virsinia.
Cories for the vears 1830-1841 are on file tPGP@e
Lester J. Oappon,'Virginia Newspapers 1821-1935, New
York, 1936, 0O2.

17 Benjamin Blake Minor, The Zcouthern Literary lMessenger,
¥ew York, 1905, 18,
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He seensd not to recollect me guite; but
carried it smoothly, as if he 4id. Asked about
mublic sentiment in my part of Virginia; and
only zave a slight, sardonic laugh, when tolid
that the late course of Administration had pro-
duced few or no charges against Jackson. Last
winter I had brought him (he then said; ths
first news of any portion of Virginia's approving
the removal of the Derosites, He and his oligue
had then appeared civilly skeptical of ny report.
It was not until a few waeeks after, that it was
confirmed by unquestionable demonstratiocns from
nearly all parts of the ZJommowwealth. The sneer
now seems less of inoredulity than of scorn for
the man-worshipping subssrviesncy ot our pemple.la

Early the next rorning Minor peassed ir. Clay outside
@Gadsby's and hastened to Puller's Hotel in hopes of "break-
fasting with lady fellow=passengers of yesterday,” but they
314 not appear to be there. Disappointed, FMinor then went
about his planned schedule, stopping a2t the office of the
Amorican Colonizatlion Society for a few mintites, andi continuing
on to the Capitol where he was admitted to the Lobby, on the
Senate floor, "through Mr. Clay's means." The problem of the
"French~-spoliation Bi11l" was being debated when he entersd and
John C, Calhoun "was up" for five or ten minutes, sesking to
have the discussion postponsd, It was the Tirst time that the
Virginian had heard him deliver a2 rublic addresass

I never heard hinm in public before -« never

had & prrscise idea of his peculiar sort of power.

He 1s one of the purest of originals, Nothing can

be more unique than his style, of diction zand de-

livery. Heedless of words, he yet pours out the

most apt and forcible in a torrent, Not one super-
fluous -~ his ssniences are pared of every redundancy.

18 Lowell, "virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870;,
336-3379



37

So rarid seor his conceptions, thet his tomgue
{(though of extraordinary volubility) cannot mold
tham Into languapre fast enough - they arowd and
choak the vent, likes watsr poured from a bottle.
Hense perhars 2 vicious habit, of ciipping his
words, His torrent 18 not a smooth, continuous

ONe, ..o very littla cesture - his hands gensrally
stretched at arm's length down his sides, only

novt and then raised and put Porwsrd, to sirengthon
the emphasis upon some burning thought, or some
flooring arzument.... Hr, Calhoun's first onset

18 the storm ltselft at once deep, strong, impstuocus,
overvhelming, Instead of minute guns, a running
broadside would best typify the rapidity of his
utterance? gun succeeding sun, as fast as thought,
t11ll one side is discharged; and then after & moment's
prauvee, the other aide brought to bear with egqually
fatal effect.... He looksd mostly, not at the pre-
siding officer (Vice-Prssident Van EBuren), whon
Order requires him to address, - but at iMr, Webstsr,
whose arguments he was answering. His lofty port,
his mindequelling eye, his selfeassured look of
conaclous truth and conscious powsr, and his re-
gsistless argumentation, held hinm fggth incontestably
the master-cpirit of the assembly.™

Martin Van Buren 21s0 atiracted ths attention of the
visiting lawyer and zlicited some provhetic comments from
Minor concerning hiz politiecal future:d

Van, little Van « he is not to be nentioned

in the same day « I an ashamed of bringing him into
ths game page « with Calhoun. Yet theore ia no denying
that he hids falr to reach the highest place first.
Animals that crawl, as well as those which fly, at-
taln the loftlest elevations: and it may well happen,
1T the sagla’s wing b2 crivpled, or if unvworthy ob=-
stacles retaprd him, that he nay be outstrivt by the
caterpillar.,

Latsr ¥Yinor raused a faw minutes in the Roturnda to watch

the rencwned frontiersman, Colonel Davy Crockett, wander about.

19 Lowell, "Virginian,” Atlsntic Jonthly, XXVI (1870},
557 tf.

20 Ibiid., 338.




38

The c¢ivilized appearance of the Westerner disappointed the
Virginian. Crockett was "so tame” that he might have passed
for "any Christian,” The House of Representatives was also
in session when Vinor visited their chamber. The aging
statesman, C, Fenton Mercer, spoke for a few minutes, but
he had not the same "silver voice and pretty oratory” that
he had displayed at the Virginia Convention in 1829, Few of
the Congressmen bothered to listen to his words, something
which would not have happened a few years earliar.al

Since the next day was to be lMinor's last in Washington,
he arose early and walked about the city with his friend,
General William Fitzhéigh Gordon of Albemarle, who was serving
the 01ld Dominion as one of thelr representatives in Congress,
On Fennsylvania Avenue they encountered John C, Calhoun and
¥inor renewed his acquaintance with the South Carolinian, A
few minutes later, shortly after 8330 a.m,, the traveller was
aboard the Baltimore stage, -perched beside the driver in the
much coveted outside seat. Through Bladensburg and along the
route of the uncomrleted rajilroad stage sped to Baltimors. In
that city the first friend the Virginian snccuntered was Henry
Quarles, who was staying at the Barnum }otel. Ths two friends
wandered about the city, ascended the monument to Washington,
and visited the Tatholic Cathedral. It was in the latter adifice
that the absent-nrinded lawyer stood for rmany minutes with his

hat still on his head, an irreverancy which had not occured to

21 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
339.
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him. At five o'clock the next morning hs hurried to the
whar? to see if 1"iss Stearns were there, departing for
Philadelphia. As shs was not in sight, the Virginian walked
to the Catholic Cathedral and attended their searly service .22
Later he visited a former classmate of his brother's, a Dr.
Stewart, who was the supervisor of a nearby insane asylum.
During a short tour of that establishment Minor was able to
observe the most advanced methods of treatment for the mentally
deranged. The kindness and sympathy displaved by the staff of
the institution was particularly noteworthy and differed grsatly
from the methods Minor had observed at Eastsern 3tates Hospital,
W11liamsburg, Virginia, when he visited that asylum.23 He was
te visit many other similiar iInstitutions during his lengthy
tour of the North, but none was to impress him more favorably
than the one at Baltimore, a hospital opsrated by a Catholic
organization.

Although Fias Stearns had not appeared by the next morning,
her admirer boarded the Sunday morning steamboat and headed
northward, At Elkton a transfer was made to the rallroad cars
which were to carry the passengers across the state of Dslaware.
At tires during that eighteen mile ride the itrain exceeded the

spesd of twenty miles an hour. The next transfer was made aftsr

22 YWhile travelling Finor was wont to attend the church
service of any faith, but very seldom migsed the SJun-
day rites. “hen at home he attended church only if he
had nothing else to occupy his time.

23 In 1823 Minor had observed the treatment at Willlamsburg,
an institution which followad the "fGnglish method” and
employed "ducking, strait-iackets, iron-grated cells,
and the lash,” Lowell,"Virginian,” Atlantic lonthly,

KVI (1870), 483.
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aZn hour when the travellsrs erbarked on a sSteamer which set

them ashore at the Chestnut Strset wharf in Philadelphia .0

The wask which Finor was to spend in the City of Brotherly

Love passed with a wvarietr of intsresting discussions and

excursiona, Yonday morning, the day afier his arrival, the

Virginian called on a Lieutenant Blake at the Philadslrphia

Navy Vard; Condy Raguet, sditor of the Examiner:Bl and Thomas

Kite, a Quaker by r=2ligion and a rotired publisher of law books

by profession.’? Tuesday, a return visit to the Navy Yard afforded

30 In Philadelphia, Minor delayed a week so that he might

31

32

accompany Miss Stearns to her home in ﬁerthamgton,
Massachusetts. He referred to this reason as circum-
stances not weorth mentioning,” but as it was difficult
for him not to share his thoughts with his brother John
it was soon explained fully. lLucian Minor to J. 3. binor,
June 28, 1834, Vinor Collection, U. Va. During this week
he haunted the wharf where he had landed, keeping a
"hawk's-eye” on all disembarking passengers and checking
all of the passenger lists. Lowsll, "Virginian," ABlantic
Monthly, XXVI (1870), 484,

Condy Raguet (1784-1842), editor, economist, lawyer, and
onetime charge' d'affaires at Rio de Janairo, devoted tha
last vears of his life tc "the cause of constitutional
liberty” by working for free trade and numernous liberal
causes, His nswspaper, The Examiper, and Journal of
Folitical Zconomy, was the leading publicatlion of 1tis

type. Elizabeih Donnan, "Condy Raguet,"” DAB, XV, 325=-

326, During Minor's visit, Raguet made a flattering
allusion to one of the Southron's conmunications and
invited him to have tea at his home in the afternoon.

There the Virginian met Colonel Clement Bilddle, prominent
in the movement for state rights. Uolonel Biddle, during
tea, advanced his thesis that it was imponssible to estab- .
1ish a universal equilized currency. lMinor "rather assented'
to that position since he could not conceive of such a
sgst@m vecoming self-sufficlent. iLowell, "'Virginian,”

*

At Mr. Xite's, Minor received an invitation to dine with
the "lions of Philadelphia.” There he saw Goverpor Duval
of Plorida and "WASHINGTON TRVING," his author "beau
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Minor the opportunity to inspect the Pennsylvania and the
Raritan, two men-of-war which were anchored there.’3 At

Minor's reguest, Lisutenant Blake accompanied him to the

home of Tlliott Cresson, a "chamrion of colonization in

Afriaa.”34 He and a friend, a Mr, Chauncey, had planned to

discuss their favorite project with Minor and the Virginian

felt that Blake, who had recently spent some time ashore in

Libveria, might be of considerable help in describing the true

33

34

jdeal." For the next five days Minor lived under

the same roof as Duval and Irving, but being over-
awed by the great author he was afrald to address
him. The Virginian dascribed Irving as "rather life-
less,” "courteous, tho' not affabae,L‘and possessed
of a tenor volice, too thin ... for a man's volice.,"
Lowell,"Virginian," Atlantic Eﬁntg%x, XXVI (1870), -
hsﬁ,hkéT. Mr. Kite further aided Minor by conducting
himthrough some of the humanitarian projects in the
Philadelphia area, Ons of these, a hospital for the
deaf and dumb' quite intrigued the visitor. Ibid.,
485, Mr, Kite's younger brother accompanied Minor

to the Apprentices' Library,. then seven years old.
There many mulatto children were among the white
youths using the facilities, a condition whioch im-
pressed Minor. He admired the type of “works which
they had selscted for reading,. such works as a '1life
of Washington" being among their choloces. Ib 14., 488,

Minor has given a concise description of the ships
which he visited which contained a wealth of detall
interesting to anyone who liked maritims construction.
The Pennsylvania had been "boxed" to preserve her, a
rractice similiar to that employed at the present time
to maintain an inactive fleet with a mimimum of exprense.
Ibid., 485, No doubt Minor's curiosity had been whetted
by a cloase assoclation with his cousin, Matthew Fontalne
Maury, an officer of the United States Navy.

Elliott Cresson (1796-185%4), a wealthy Quaker merchant
and philanthropisat, was active in numerous colonization
societies as well as many other humanitarian projects.
His one amblition was to better the condition of his fel-
low men., His Philadelphia home wasg at 30 Samson Street.
J. B. Walton, "Elliott Cresson,"” DAB, IV, 540.
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state of conditions th@ra.35 The last few days of Minor's
sojourn in Fhiladelphia were apent almost entirely with either
Mr. Cresson or Mr., Xite. Zach of them represented the bast of
the wealthy merchant class and each introduced the transient
to Northern hospitality and opinion. It was men such as these
who drew Minor close Lo the preople of the North. It isg doubt-
ful 1f he would have encountered such a variety of humanitarians
in rural Virginia where such men as John Hartwell Cocke and his
compatriots formed a very small proportion of the population. In
the cities of the North, such men were able to form cios&ly knit,
homogeneous groups which exerted a considerable influence over

2 wide aresa of the United States.

35 Lowell, "Virginian,” Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
486, Cresson and Chauncey were at that time engaged
in a counter-attack on John G. Brown, "the renegrade
free negro colonist," Brown, returning from Liberia,
had been cultivated by William Lloyd Garrison as an
example of a disgruntled Liberian emigrant. Since the
statements made by Blake were antagonistioc to those
made by Brown, Cresson wished Blake to publish a "true
aceount of Liberia. After much hesitancy, caused by a
fear that Garrison might "grapple with him" in print,
the Naval officer finally consented to vrepare a state-
mant to be used against Brown. In analyzing Cresaon's
activities in the cause of colonization Minor erred in
his Judgment., It was his opinion that Cresson devoted
himself "entirely to one sub;ect" and regarded it as
unfortunate that he d4id not "aim.-more at orerating upon
magses of men,. instead of exhausting his time and powers
in efforts to proselyte individuals, Ibid., 488. This is
a direct contradiction to the statements made in Walton's
article on Cresson in the DAB. Of. ante, 41, footnote,
It may further be regarded as a sad commentary upon the
beliefs of the period that neither Minor nor Cresson
reslized that the unhealthy climate of Liberia was as
dangerous for the unacclimated Negro as it was fTor thse
whites who never spent a night on shore, but slept on
their ships. Lowell, "Virginian,” 487. Their statistics
also showed that the Negro deathrate was high, bui there
geems to have been little sttention paid to those figures.
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Late llonday morning, June 30, 1834, Minor and lLiss
Stearns boarded a steamboat, which carried them up the
Delaware Aiver to Bordentown whers they disembarked and
trangferred tc a modern railway coach for the short ride
to Amboy, near the mouth of ths Raritan River, After being
"jarred and clattered" to that point they boarded another
gteamer and within 2 short llwe arrived in New York City
where Mias Stearns brother, a young Unitarian minister, nmet
the Virginian and his feminine companion. Oliver Stearns may
not have realized it, but he was thoroughly sorutinized by
the Southron who "scanned him sharply," humorously seeking
the "horne and tail" ascribed to members of Stesrn's sect.o0
Instead of these appendages of the devll, linor discovered
many trzits of a "eivil, gentlemanlike person.”>T The short,
but pleasant visiﬁ with the minister was soon over for by nine
the next evening "lnor and his travselling charge were twenty-
four rmiles inland in Mew Ingland, at Hartford, Commecticut.
To Mlnor, it was surprising that the rural reglons of New
England appeared quite similiar to the Piedmont aream of Virginia,
If the former section had had worm fences and large, unpainted
houses, 1t would have been much like home. A8 the route of the
stage lay along the west bank of the Connecticut River Minor

soon discovered small tobacco patches, an unexpected "phenomenon.”

-

36 %owsll, "Virginlan,” Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870),
87 £t.

3 Stearns, who bacame a lifelong friend of yinor, "won
] -l 3

dAlstinction by a profundity of thought matured in
studious seclusion and by the ethical passicn of his
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Thers wan bat ons feature of 1life in Wer Ingland which botherad
inor, That was the universal use of white parsonsg as waltsrg
and waltresses, gsomethiag which made the Virginian fesl 111
at @ase.Bg

After arriving in Northampton and =scoriiag iiss Btearns
to her home Minor lingered two days in that town, strolling
about the immediate countryside and 1dly paassing from ons
diversion to another, bhefore he tucked his umbrella under his
arm and set out on foobt to tour New England. As h= wandered
through the rural compunities and conversed with the farmers,
Journeynmen,. and hotel keepers, a never eniilng series of questions
eame to bthe traveller's mind. Tempserance, colonization, and
political opinions provided the major topies of discussion vwhene
ever the pedestrian halted for a few minutes conversation with
8 native of MNew “ngland. If there happenoad to be any object of
intereat within a few miles of his general route, Minor always
detoured to inspect it. In this way he was albe to learn much

about the industrial system of the North. Newly-nade friends

anti-alavery utterances.” He was the "firat theologian
in Anerica to profess belief in evolution as & cosmic
law,” When Minor first met him he was the pastor of a
Unltarian church in Jorthampton, Massachusetis, Later
he became the head of the leadville (Pa.) Theological
Seminary before bming appointed dean of ths Harvard
School of Theology. F. A. Christie, ' Olivar Stearns,”
DAB, XVII, 546-547,

38 As the ship for New laven pulled away from the New York
dock, Minor saw John Hartwell Cocke and his family ap-
rear on the dock to bHid the traveller {araswell., Mowall,
Virginian,” Atlantic Monthly, XXVI (1870), 488-491,
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convayed hlm through a paper mill, a textile tlant, and &
carpet mill. Even such small industriss as a roadside
"tinner's shop" attracted the curious Virginian. In short,
there was little of the unfamiliar which he did not investigate
during the next few days. After two days on the road, lMinor
arrived in Hartford, Connecticut, and stopped at the counting
house of Charles Sigourney, the husband of the postress, Lydis
H. H. Sigourney.39 A letter of introduction from Elliott Cresson
made tge traveller more than welcome and Junday, July 7, 1834,
wan paésed in the company of the hospiltable Sigourneys.QO

The city of Hartford so interessted Minor that he lingered
there an extra day, visiting the buildings of the atate capital,
calling on fellow lawyers, and asking questions about all rhases
of 1ife in Connecticut. The time was well spent for the small
New “ngland state had a reputation for its liberal theories

of government and granting of social assistance to those who

39 Mrs, Sigourney, one of lMinor's favorite poetresses,
was a prominent contributor to The Southern Literary
Messenger for more than twenty years. Her poems
usuai?y rertained to death, a subject which held a
fageination for her, and their content was always
moralistic and sentimental. She produced thousands
of roems during her lifetime, no doubt spurrsed on
by the procarious financial position of her husband.
G. 8. Haight, "Mrs. Lydia H. H. aigouraey,” DAB, XVII,
155. Minor bears witness to her husband's need for funds
by mentioning that a parting gift was a plcture of ths
ﬁigourney home which he was being Corced to se®l. Lowell,
"Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVI, T47.

40 %hen, during the course of Minor's visit, the subject
of education aross, Mr., Sigourney conducted the guest
on a short tour of the local deal and dumb asylum. The

following day was devoted to a closer study of the methods

and equipment used by the instructors, iinor attending
a number of the classes to observe the studente, Ibid.,

T45 £f.
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required 2i1d. Before inor boarded the stage {or his next
stop, New Haven, his host presented hin with two volumss
of Mrs. 3igournsy's poems, a gift from thes poetrsss herself.
He also gave Minor some letters of introduction to three
gentlemen in tew Havan.41 The Virginian made good use of at
least on2 of these letters for he attended a clasa in Greek
at Yale College at the invitation of Mr. Perdicaris, to whom
one of the letters mad bzen adiressed, It was an marvelous

oprortunity for the amateur alassics gscholar to hear z native

of Hellas teach his own language as it should be taught, using

the punctuation and pronounciation smployed in his homeland,

41 Ibid., T47-748. James Russell Lowell edited the
remaining pages of the journal very carefully,
evidently to fit the space alloted him by the
sditor of the Atlantic Monthly. Each section has
been subtitled,” ' President dayland Abolitionism,"
"Mr. Bancroft,” etc., and the gars which have been-
lef't unfilled sometimes cover a period of three or
four days. It is doubtful if the original jourmal
omitted anything for Minor was usually very careful
to include everything which harpened to him, whether
it was of interest or not. As for the verasion of
this journey which appeared in The Southern Literar
lMessenger as "Letters from New hnglan there is
little of the original flavor left in the acccunt,
Iinor rewrote his journal completely befors any of
it was printed. It appears in essay form and deals

with topies rather than events, He discussed sducation;
the factory system, the legal structure, and the people
of New ZEngland in separate frames, almost an unconnected
sequence of thoughts being the result,., For this reason,
Lowell rascrtad to the origilnal diary, ﬁeprintin; that
as beling "fresher and more 1nt»rsstiﬁg.' Whenever he was
forced to use the rewritten journal he inserted bracketls

to dencte the use of a different scurce, but as thers
are Tew brackets it aprears that he deviated little
from the one manuscript, Cf. ante, 22,
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Tha instructor slsc showed Minor a brilliant transletion
of the Illad, the work a young Harvard professor, C. C.
Telton, had but recently emmpletad.ag If the Virginian
followed hie usual custom he mest likely called on several
of the lawyers of New Haven beforas departing for Providence,
Rhode Island, apparently his next stop. It was there that hs
et the man who inpressed him the most of sny he encountered
on his trip, Francis Wayland, president of Brown ﬁnivarsity.a3
Yith the educator Minor discussed many and varied topics -
slavery, education, history, and politics, “hat had bsen
plannad as a short visit bscare a two hour conference, the

two men parting then with "mutual repret” that their talk should

have to end.3#

42 QCornelius Conway Felton (1807-1862) is cited by his
biograrher, Ephraim Emerton, DAB, VI, 317, as a man
who strove toward one ideal, that of maintaining a
wide breadth of intellectusal interests., His high
ideals were a stirong factor in his being unanimously
selected president of Harvard University in 1860, a
short time before 111l health forced his retirement.
When Minor met him in 1834 he was a professor of Greesk
at Harvard and was boarding with Asahel Stearns, the
uncle of Oliver Htearns and former hesad of the Harvard
Law School. During the eighteen-forties iiinor and his
wife made several trips to England's New World namesaks
to vigit FPelton and his family. The corrsspondence be-
tween the two kindred spirits continued until Minor
died in 1868,

4% A Baptist minister, Dr., Wayland (1796-1865) served as
the head of Brown University for twentyesight years,
revitaiizing the institution and raising it to a position
of academic eminence. Theodore Collier, Francis Way-
iand," DAB, XIX, 558-559,

44 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic onthly , XXVII (1871), 673.
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On July 13, 1834, Minor left Rhode Island Tor Boston.
As he settlied himself in the coach, a fellow traveller lent
him sz lew York newspaper which contained an account of the
attack on the abolitionists of that city. In the lawyer's
mind even an sattack on the hated abolitionists could not
justify the flagrant violation of the law, but 1t was heartening
to note that no one in the coach upheld his view“This he
regarded as a clear sign that the peopls of New Ungland were
orresed to abolitionism, & mistake which he was to repeat many
tires during the next few years.?5 At the Tremont House, "the
finest 4in the U.S.," Minor departed from the comranions of the
stags-coach and engaged a room for the next few days., A3 long
as he travelled, it was to repain his standard for hotals.46

The morning following his arrival, July 14, the itinerant

Virsinian began hils usual seriss of visita., B. B, Thatcherﬁ7 and

45 In the letter which was to serve as the introduction
to his ccllected works Minor mentioned the error in
judgment and defended his position by stating that he
had correctly interpreted the inmediste situation, but
had falled to ses that the small group of abolitionists
would gzain such power over their neighbors, Cf. post,
Anpendix, A2 T,

46 During his journey to the West in 1836 he compared the
Galt Bougse in Loulsville with the Tremont in Poston,.

47 Thatcher advised 'inor of the weakness of the movensnt
for abolition in Wew Fngland and pointed cubt that tha;
haﬂ even legs intelligence than they had numbers. Lowsll,
Virginian, Atlantic Monthly, XXVII (1871), 674. Theo-
dore Collier, in his DAB article on Thatcher (1809-
1640), XVIII, 393, considers Thatcher one of the leadinz
advocates of colcni?ation of his day. He wanaged Lo
restrain the more radical abolitionists Tor some years,
but in 1834 abandoned his paper, the Colonizationist,
and became an active lecturer. The resulting strain lsd
to his death from oversxertion ghortly before his thiriy-
second bilrthday,



49

Henry Leal® wers the men that ¥inor found in their offic=s. The

Tormer was the twenty-five year old editor of the Colonizationist

and Journal of Fresedom; the latter, the political economist

g0 loved in the Z3outh for hig views on Tree trade. That sane

afternoon Ninor completed a busy day by crossing the Charles

River to Cambridge and walking about the famous grounds of

Harvard Univereity, He was fortunate enough to meet irofessor

Greenleaf in the law 1library and the two men strolled about the

college, discussing slavery and the education of lawyers, iwo

sub jects of interest to thenm both.49 After receiving a hearty

48

49

The two men dlscussed political economy, Lee's forte

and one of Minor's rrime interesta., During this inter-
view Lee advocated strict construction, nullification,
and unlinited interest on loans. He opprosed the raemoval
of the deposits and the actions of the anti-slavery
agltators, but his wordas on the latter subject were

quite prophetie, "...the sholitionists are imbecile

and miserable fanaties; but...they will multiply suf-
Ticlently to aglitats the aubject in Congress,.,... Abolition
will in a few vears be proposad, and carried there....
“hoever be President, Northman or Southron, he will

sign the B11l, i a decided majority of the people be

for it. The only defencs, then, will be Hullification.”
The economiat later eacorted his guest to the Boston
Athenaeun and secured a temporary membership for him.

In the annex of the tuilding they spent two hours viewing
the large collection of paintings which hung there, but
none of them appealed to Minor as did "The Healing of the
S31ek" and "The Descent from the Cross,” Lowell, "Vir-

zintan,” Atlantic Monthly,XXVII (1871), 675. Of Loe,
Pe W, Bidwali, his blograrher says that he was honesi,
noble, welleversed in many fields, and reapected by a
number of the tnglish economists. DAB, XI, 108-109,.

Professor Greenleaf added to Minor'as misconceptions
concerninz abolitionism by comparing it to the other
short-lived movementz of the period, He assured his
southern companion that although 1t was probable that
an emancipation bill might be proposed, it could newsr
zzin enovgh atrength to pass. Lowell,"Virzinian,® 674.
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invitation to return to the morrow's graduation cersmony,
Minor parted from his new friend and walked the thres miles
back to the Tremont House, The following morning he again
called on B, B. Thatcher and the two young men wandered about
the city untll 1t was time for Minor to attend the zraduation
exercises at Harvard.oQ At the college Minor was met by C. C.
Pelton who greeted hir wilth a cordial reception. As the Vir-
ginian remarked, "No two heroines of romance ever were more
instantaneously friends.” Their ensuing visit was a short,
but pleasant harbinger oé what latesr became a fast friewndship
for the two men strolled to Asahel Stearns’ home and sat there
talking until Minor was long overdus at Henry Lee's home for
dinner. The latter was quite kind about his abgenteminded guesst’s
shortcoming and after dinner drove hiwm to Runker Hill where what
had besn anticipated as a reverant pilgrimage falled to "suggesnt
or tolerate a single touch of sentimentality.” The bustle and
activity of Charlestown and the nearby city of Boston was "too
natter-of=-rfact" for the Bunksr Hill of Minor's imaginatlom.sl

The Virginian remained in Boston two more days, travelling
with Lr. Stearns to Lexington for a short inspection of the

battlefield before returning to Harvard to survey the forty-

50 They visited Pansuil Hall and the new mqua? a bullding
'of granite...in a style of great elegance.” On their
return from this excursion Thatcher introducﬁd Minor
to a Mr., Adams, the editor of the Columblan Centinel,
and a bitter anti-abolitionist who sSpoke hitterliy of
his hated foas, As none of the pasasengers on the coach
refuted him, Yinor took their silerice to nean assent,
Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XXVII (1871),
676-677.
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thousand-volume library at the colleges., Latsr that day they
Arove to Charlesstown to visit Frofessor Everstt, but left hinm
after a few minutes to call on Commodore William Tlliott and
visit the Boston Navy Yard, A letter from Commodore James
Barron zained them immediste entrance and Eiliott assizned an
accommodating young officer to escort them about the base, 52
That short tour of the Yavy Yard was one of ¥inor's last
activities in Boston during that summer for he left the Hub
8ity on July 18, 1834, His stage followed the course of the
Merrimac River to Lowell, Massachuseitts, where he located Luthsr
Lawrence, a friend of Mr. Stearns. That wealthy mill owner pesr-
sonally comfucted the Virginian on a short tour of the principal
industries of the city and explained the mill system to him.53

Fitechburg, Massachusetts, was the next city which the
Southron visited. It was near there that he mest Governor Davis,
the head of the Commonwealth of Massachusetis, and received an

invitation to spend a few days with him at his home.5* Monday

52 Lowell, "Virginian,” Atlantic Fonthly, 678-679. Minor
had met Commodore Barron when in rhiladelirhia,

53 Ibid., 679.

54 Governor Navis was so insistant that Linor visit him
that the latter altered higs plans and remained a few
days in Worcester. There hs ani the governor were abls
to compare thelr opinions on such timely subjects as
the factory system, the state of religion, the workings
of the caucus systenm of nbmination, and the servant
rroblem then belng faced in the industrialized North,
Virg. Davis, whoses wit and intelligence gained ths im-
mediate respect of her guest, was ths daughter of the
Rev, Aaron Bancroft, a Unlitarian minister and author
of a 1ife of Washington. Her brother, George Bancroft,
was a lsading historian and lived in Northamrton., Minor
had a letter to him, written by C. C. Feiton. Ibid.,
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morning, after a pleasant two day stay in Yorcester, Minor
left for western Vassachusetts and the home of the Stearns'
farlly in Yortham»ion. In the quiet village on the banks of
the Conmnecticut River the Virginian lingered three days. During
that time he managed to make many firm friends who made his
later visits pleasant ones D3 Among these naw acguaintances
was Georgs Bancroft, the historlan, with whom Minor spent
saveral hours discussing the history of Virginia as well as
the prosress ol abolltioniasm in New England, a subject which
was aver foremost In his mind., Of one o the conversations
the Virginian wrote, "Hs is ravenous for informatlion upon
various Virginia torics whereon, for my pretensions, I find
myself very scantily furnished, He is full charged; and gilves
it off like an electric jar, Voice a thin treble, or tenocr at
least; but clear and not unpleasing.”55 When, after dinner, the
lawyer returned to Bancroft's the discussion was almost entirely
concerned with history and the progress of Bancroft's work. The

historian explained that he intended to complete one volume a

55 Hdward P. Huntington, one of iinor's Northampton
friends, wrote him June 30, 1835, that the hotel
was orowdsd that summer and that Minor would have
a Tine time i1f he wers to come back Tor anothsr
stay. He mentioned the literary soclasty and the
fact that Vigs Stearns had read somse papers lately.
Lucian Vinor Collection, ¥assachusetts Historical
Boclety.

56 Lowell, "Virginian," Atlantic Monthly, XKXVII (1871},
£82, George Bancroft (1800-1091) ccﬁgileﬂ a brillisnt
college record,. but had many faglures after lsaving
Harvard, His blographer, M. A, de Wolfe Howe, credits
his later success to these conditioning Tactors. DAB,

I, 564-570,
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yoar, if his "1ifs and health' permitted. He would avold
detsils except whare necessary to 1llustrate the "apirit

and character of the peoples or thes tim%S."57 Bancroft also
thought that he could "tread the delizate ground of cone
temporary hi%tory...stéadily and impartislly.’ He would
achieve this by placing himself, in his imazination, in the
position of the varty whose views he wag expiaining. OF
Virginia history he already had much ﬁaterial.58 A recent
letter from John C, Zalhoun had suggested the panner in whieh
nulliification should he haniled, Benjamin Yatking Leigh, the
Virginia politiclan, had offered what aid he could give, dbut
Minor advised his host that he doubted that Mr, Leigh could

be of ruch help unless 1t was in the field of legislative or
constitutional history. When Bancroft mentioned that he had
heard that James Madison possesced some valuable papers, " shed-
ding great light on ths history of the country,” Minor assured

the historian that Mr. Madison no doubt "would suffer them

57 When Bancroft mentloned this, Minor recounted two
inecidents which he thought might be of interest to
the historian. One thsse, of Torles being hanged in
Loulsa County during the Fevolutionary War, was well
received by Bancroft. Lowell, "Virginian,” Atlantic
¥onthly, XXVII (1871), 682,

58 Baneroft rmentioned Hening's Statutes at large as ine-
valuable and statad that he was usiag Stith, Burke,
and Girardin as well as the Life of Captain Smith,
that of Richard Henry Lee, and othsrs., Minor suggested
Sample’s History of the Virginia Baptlsts and the
Memoirs of Samuel Davies a® vaiuabls narrations of
Tsome relligious persecutions.” Bancroft "took down
the names,” Ibid., 683.
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