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A NOTE ON HISTORICAL SOURCES

One difficulty facing researchers of historical
documents lies in the selective preservation of records over
time. This problem seemed to be enhanced in this study as
there are few extant records for Gloucester County. The
bulk of the county's papers were destroyed by fire during
the Civil War. Those documents which have been saved were

collected by P.C. Mason in two volumes of Records of

Colonial Gloucester County (1946, 1948). There are only a

few inventories and wills here, the staple of most archaeo-
logical research; there are, however, many land transactions
which reveal social networks and patterns of association,
something of greater significance for the purposes of this
study.

The paucity of official county records is mitigated by
the wealth of information to be found in other sources.
There are two parish vestry books and a parish register for
Gloucester County. References can be found in the papers of
adjacent counties --particularly in land deeds-- and
especially in York County. Gloucestertown was located
directly across the river from Yorktown, a county seat and

bustling port town. Gloucestertown merchants and residents
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appear regularly in York County transactions. Other colony
records used in this research include the Calendar of State
Papers, tax lists, the Quit Rent Roll of 1704/5, Hening's
Statutes at Large, and several contemporary narratives.
Through such 'indirect' sources, a great body of detail was
amassed on the community at Gloucestertown, enabling the

town's history and development to be traced.
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ABSTRACT

Culture is not an abstract entity, but is shared
meaning and value among groups of people; as such, it is
meaningful only in the context of those who carry it. The
social context of artifactual material, which is culture-
specific, can be recovered for past societies by historical
archaeologists through the use of analytical techniques of
anthropology and through the means of historical ethno-

graphy.

The cultural structures which organize, categorize,
and give meaning to events in daily life impose constraints
on the archaeological record. Thus, an understanding of the
cultural and historical context becomes vital for inter-
preting uncovered material remains.

A study of 17th and 18th century Gloucestertown,
Virginia demonstrates the usefulness of historical ethno-
graphy for recovering context: the various forces behind the
establishment and development of this port town, and the
values and social behavior of lot owners and residents.

xi



"In bringing our people to a more regular
settlement and of great advantage to trade..."

COMMUNITY IN GLOUCESTERTOWN, VIRGINIA:
THE CONTEXT AND ARCHAEOLOGY OF
TOWN DEVELOPMENT IN

17TH AND 18TH CENTURY VIRGINIA



People flock'd over thither apace; every one took up
Land by Patent to his Liking; and, not minding any thing but
to be Masters of great Tracts of Land, they planted
themselves separately on their several Plantations....

This Liberty of taking up Land, and the ambition each
Man had of being Lord of a vast, tho' unimprov'd Territory,
together with the Advantage of the many Rivers, which
afforded a commodious Road for Shipping at every Man's Door,
has made the Country fall into such an unhappy settlement &
Course of Trade; that to this Day they have not any one
Place of Cohabitation among them, that may reasonably bear
the Name of a Town.

Robert Beverley, 1705

The History and Present State
of Virginia (57-58)




You shall likewise endeavor all you can
to dispose the planters to build towns
upon every river, as trading very much
to their security and profit. And in
order there unto, you are to take care
that after sufficient notice to provide
warehouses and conveniences, no ships
whatsoever be permitted to load or
unload but at the said places, where the
towns are settled.
Royal Instructions to the
British Colonial Governor,
December 1678
VMHB25 (1917): 72

INTRODUCTION

Beginning in 1680, the General Assembly in the colony
of Virginia issued a series of legislative acts with the
purpose of creating official port towns, mechanisms through
which the trade of the colonists could be monitored and
taxed. New towns were to be laid out, for Virginia had no
such formations to serve in the role of port towns except
Jamestown, the seat of the General Assembly. Twenty sites
were designated to fill this need, one in each county.
While the 1680 "Act was kindly brought to nothing by the
Oppositions of the Merchants of London" (Beverley 1705:88),
most of these sites were redesignated in the town acts of
1691 and 1705 (See Figure 1l). This redesignation resulted
in some consistent efforts at development on these sites,
but the suspension of the town acts diminished their

intended role as major port towns.
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Note.

Four counties were subdivided between 1691 and 1705;
the original port towns continued to serve the same
sized area. Lower Norfolk was divided into Norfolk
and Princess Anne (Norfolk); New Kent to King and
Queen, King William, and New Kent (West Point);
Rappahannock to Essex and Richmond (Tappahannock) ;
Charles City to Charles City and Prince George
(Flowerdew Hundred). The towns of Patesfield, Cobham,
Bermuda Hundred and Warwick were designated sites in
1680 and 1691 only. All other towns were listed in
all three acts. Northampton's port is not shown on
this map because the town was never started and its
original location has not been determined.



Gloucestertown, located at Gloucester Point on the
York River, was one of the port towns created by this
legislation. As a town, it was moderately successful in the
eighteenth century, but it was never large and finally
dwindled to a few houses in the nineteenth century (Figures
2 and 3). Gloucestertown is a highly significant site
historically and archaeologically as a representative form
of urban development in the Chesapeake. Its establishment,
and that of the other towns, represented a break in the
existing settlement pattern for the Tidewater region. This
dispersed plantation system was based on a combination of
physical and economic features --that of land intensive
tobacco cultivation and, in the words of the contemporary
historian Robert Beverley, that of "many Rivers, which
afforded a commodious Road for Shipping at every Man's Door"
(Beverley 1705: 57).

Given that the natural environment of the Tidewater fit
this type of existence particularly well, towns were an
unnatural feature in the landscape of the 17th and 18th
centuries in Virginia. These new settlements met with
varying degrees of success due to the existence of certain
physical, social and economic conditions; Gloucestertown
itself was an anomaly, surviving inspite of these
conditions. The information on these town sites becomes
very important, then, in understanding the broader currents

of change and the beginnings of urban development in the



Figure 2: View of Gloucestertown, 1754
by John Gauntlett. Courtesy of the
Mariners' Museum, Newport News, Virginia.






Figure 3: Gloucester Point and Yorktown, May 1862
from Harpers Weekly. Courtesy of the
Mariners' Museum, Newport News, Virginia.






Tidewater area.

The Chesapeake has become a major area of interest for
historians and archaeologists in the last two decades. The
work of the social historians, typified by Tate and
Ammerman's collection of essays (1979), has directed
attention towards the social context of life in Virginia and
Maryland in this period with studies of marriage, death,
immigration,and other demographic characteristics. These
essayists, Lorena Walsh , Lois Carr, Russell Menard and
others, continue this line of research based on quantifi-
cation, ranging from such topics as the developing consumer
culture to social mobility in the 17th century. An
examination of the lives of Middlesex County residents
over a one hundred year period by the Rutmans is a most
recent product of this trend (1984). This two volume study
amasses demographic information pertaining to Middlesex
County, data which is then analyzed to view new social
trends and changing lifestyles within this time frame.

Archaeologists have taken a contextual approach to the
study of architecture, defining the 'Virginia' house and its
social and economic role in 17th century Tidewater Virginia
(Neiman 1978; Upton 1980; Carson et al, 1981; Stone 1981);
material culture and a related study of folk semantics and
cultural categories contained within vessel typology
(Beaudry 1978, 1980a, 1980b, n.d.; Beaudry et al, 1983);

subsistence, adaptive strategy, use of resources, and social



and economic differences in diet (Miller 1978, 1984);
plantation life in its differing contexts for landowner,
servant or slave (Hudgins 1982; Kelso 1984); and the
plantation settlement pattern, from the importance of marine
access to the adaptation of aboriginal Sites (Smolek and
Clark 1982; Pogue 1984; Potter and Waselkov 1984). There
have been economic and historical studies of town formation
and development, particularly as it relates to the tobacco
industry and demographic characteristics (Earle 1975; Grim
1977; Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 1978; Bergstrom and
Kelly 1980, 1984), but as yet no archaeologist has made a
holistic study of this phenomenon.

Archaeologists must define the various forces at work
in this shifting settlement pattern to examine the effects
of urban development on archaeological remains and to
understand the behavior behind the material remnants of
urban life. This paper will look at town formation using
documents to recover the socio-cultural context in which the
material remains at a site such as Gloucestertown were
deposited. A comparative analysis of towns and a community
study, employing the techniques of historical ethnography,
are used to aid in the recovery of context, with special
attention directed to the social networks operating in the
town. This data is used to predict the types of
archaeological remains in Gloucestertown.

A contextual approach, derived from both an historical



and anthropological base, is a valuable tool for
understanding past societies and for moving research away
from a site-specific orientation to a more expansive unit of
analysis. It is the purpose of this thesis to examine the
mechanisms behind town formation with particular reference
to Gloucestertown. However, a study of Gloucestertown's
establishment and growth is incomplete without being placed
within the broader framework of Virginia's history and the
circumstances leading to the town legislation. Certain
geographic, demographic, economic and social characteristics
made town formation advantageous in some areas while others
operated to inhibit and discourage movement away from
plantation to nucleated settlement. Although its develop-
ment was unique, Gloucestertown can be understood best when
viewed more broadly against the backdrop of the other
legislated towns and certain conditions existing in 17th and
18th century Tidewater Virginia.

This paper will look at town formation and at
Gloucestertown's part in a regional network of developing
port towns using primary historical documents to recover the
socio-cultural context of their establishment and
archaeological deposition. In preparing to examine any
historical site, a thorough study of available documents is
required. The historical record has its obvious use for
archaeologists as a source for site-specific details. With

such references, it is possible to predict the types of



remains, the size of buildings, to perhaps assign a date or
an owner's name to a structure, and so on.

If we stop the analysis at this level, however, we
ourselves place limitations on further analysis. Beyond the
predictive element, there is yet another more important
application for documentary research: the reconstruction of
the historical and cultural constraints which have affected
the archaeological record. If we ask ourselves why
structures were built in a certain manner or at a certain
time and what significance lies in their construction and
the disposal of other building materials, or what importance
lies in the presence of Carribean trade goods or in the
breakage and disposal of a certain style of ceramics, then
we gain insight into the behavior and values of our
subjects. This form of questioning is undertaken here in
the study of Gloucestertown.

How do we recover context? Clifford Geertz, in The

Interpretation of Cultures (1973: 3-30), suggests a semiotic

approach for the analysis of culture wherein the anthro-
pologist looks for "webs of significance", for meaning and
signs in social action. Human behavior is symbolic action;
action is social discourse. Culture provides the context
within which these actions or behaviors can be described
because culture exists on a public level and because meaning
is shared. This is true of present societies and past,

giving us a basis for our study of context.



The reconstruction of context can be achieved through
the combining of two disciplines--anthropolcgy and history--
into an approach aimed at recovering cultural structures as
they existed for past societies. Such an approach has been
used by Wallace (1969), Yentsch (1975), Beaudry (1980),
Axtell (1981) and others; it has been labelled many things,
most frequently historical anthropology or historical
ethnography. Historical ethnography juxtaposes the
anthropologist's techniques and objectives used in the
ethnographic study of present societies with the historian's
appreciation for time and change.

There is an interchange and balancing of methods from
both disciplines. History provides the material from which
the contextual background of past societies is recovered.

As a discipline, it offers techniques for data recovery from
historical documents. Anthropology moves the study to a
broader level, allowing us to examine documents for insights
of a cultural nature. As with anything, the guiding
structures and motivations of a society change with time.
Culture is not a static entity; its fabric is constantly
changing. Reconstruction of the past must, by necessity,
involve an awareness of change. This awareness is brought
to our study by the historian and sets the anthropologist
towards the goal of understanding culture change.

It is the goal of the anthropologist to discern the

cultural structures and categories which give meaning and



10
organization to daily living., This is done, hopefully, at
an emic level, that is, with the perception of the culture-~
bearers. It is impossible, of course, to be totally unbiased
as an observer, but such strived-for objectivity allows us
to most closely feel what was important for these people.

An analysis of lexical and semantic forms by Mary
Beaudry has been used to reconstruct 'folk categories' of
material culture in early Virginia (Beaudry 1978, 1980a,
1980b, n.d.). In an attempt to discover the mental events
or content behind the words, Beaudry has conducted studies
of probate inventories and produced a natural or emic
typology of vessels and livestock based on the perceptions
of the writers and on their classification of the physical
world as it changed through time. The vessel types'
associated modifiers were based on composition, age, size,
function, condition and several other features. Livestock
were categorized by sex, age, and reproductive capacity. A
vessel typology based on inventories has been developed for
the Potomac area using this type of analysis (Beaudry et al,
1983).

Beaudry has also noticed the presence of marked terms
which made the distinction between male and female and other
categories. Anne Yentsch has studied marking in 18th
century inventories from Cape Cod (1977). 1In this case,
marking occurred with items of economic importance to the

community. The tools of fishermen were carefully described
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while less important items were lumped into broad categories
in fishing communities; in agricultural communities,
livestock and farming implements were clearly specified
while less important objects were lumped.

These studies are good examples of how linguistic
analysis of historical documents can be used by archae-
ologists and ethnohistorians to recover context and to
understand underlying patterns of organization, behavior and
thought. A classic example can be drawn from In Small

Things Forgotten (1977). Jim Deetz remarked on the presence

of many looking glasses in New England inventories; it was
subsequently noted that looking glass was a euphemism for
chamberpot during the 17th and 18th centuries (1977:10). In
this case, looking glass had a literal and a figurative
meaning; without knowing the context in which the word was
used, we would have had an incorrect impression about its
meaning.

Another successful use of historical ethnography is

found in The Death and Rebirth of the Seneca (1969) by

Anthony Wallace. This ethnohistorical study, based on oral
tradition and documentary research, highlights the history
and changing values of the Seneca in terms of their own
cultural categories. A combination of time --through
historical documents-- and space --through the study of
ethnographical sources-- moves the study beyond ethnocentric

perspectives of Indian culture which viewed Indians only in
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terms of 'white categories' of colonialism, such as the
domination, subjugation, and assimilation of a doomed Indian
society and the idealogy of a conquering people.

Particularly important for this study of the community
in Gloucestertown is Wallace's illustration of how such a
bias can limit our perspective. An emic analysis may give
us a truer perspective. Using the categories and values of
the Seneca, Wallace successfully attempts to isolate and
analyze the socio-cultural changes in their world.

The importance of bias and perspective is discussed in
an earlier paper which questions the usefulness and
appropriateness of operating with present etic value
judgments in historical studies (Fisher 1982). This study
examines research on the developing consumer culture in the
17th and 18th century Chesapeake region; the researchers'
definition of householders was based in part on the absence
of certain material goods from probate inventories, items
which are considered important parts of material culture
today. Those individuals who lacked one or both of the
specified goods, bedding and cooking utensils, were
eliminated from the study ("Only those two activities, food
preparation and sleeping, were in our opinion essential to a
self-sufficient household") (Carson and Carson 1976:3-4).
While the activities named above are essential to all humans
(perhaps food consumption is a better term here), the

emphasis on these material goods was misleading in the
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selection of their subjects. An examination of inventories
from York County and research on the concerned individuals
showed that those who would have been labelled non-
householders by the Carsons and eliminated from their study
quite often were householders or tenants from a variety of
socio-economic backgrounds. Also varied were the reasons
for the absence of bedding and cooking utensils from the
inventories. An additional consideration certainly is that
these individuals were all participants in the developing
consumer society, as shown by the presence of other goods on
the inventories, representing the poorest of freemen to very
wealthy merchants and court justices. By using present etic
values in defining their field of subjects, the Carsons left
out an important segment of Chesapeake society. This
approach also ignores the presence of marked categories in
these inventories: 1land, livestock and clothing appear with
far greater frequency than do listings of bedding and
cooking utensils among some elements of society.

An ethnohistorical approach to the study of Gloucester-
town and its companion settlements is pursued in this
thesis. What is learned here provides the basis for a
larger analysis of town development in the Chesapeake and
can be directly applied to the archaeological record. The
recovery of the context of a given site --the behavior and
values associated with its deposition-- is also vital for

understanding material remains. It is important to be
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familiar not only with the relevant historical events, in
this case those surrounding the establishment of Gloucester-
town, but also with the cultural, physical, and social
forces which shaped the very existence of the site. These
constraints, whether present on a community level or having
a broader influence in the society at large, molded the
behavior and, thus, the archaeological remnants of that
behavior.

Since the community provides one of the main contexts
for understanding the people, events, and archaeological
remains of the 17th and 18th centuries, its study is a major
portion of this research. A basic premise of this paper is
that a community =--a social network-- existed in Gloucester-
town and provided the basis for its development. The
structures of community life shaped the behavior of its
members. Through the methods of historical ethnography, we
can recover the cultural and social constraints which
influenced patterns of association, social interaction, and
other types of behavior, patterns which are reflected
archaeologically.

Historical ethnography and the community study have
great potential and, up to now, both have been largely
ignored by archaeologists. This is regrettable, as works by
Demos (1970, 1982), Lockridge (1970), and Greven (1979)
clearly illustrate the value of information gathering and

analysis at the community level. The details of a society
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which Clifford Geertz calls "thick description”" and which
form the basis of any ethnography are found here (1973: 3-
30). From the knowledge of small things can be drawn the
broader interpretations we call theories. Such studies can
provide the basis for a regional analysis which seeks
regularities and differences in the structures that guide
human behavior. Such an approach, used by archaeologists,
would lead to integrated studies and further synthesis of
data on a large scale, providing a unit of analysis from
which models and theories can be built.

This thesis, then, is a collection of cultural detail
—-0f thick description-- at the community level. It is a
reconstruction of the context in which Gloucestertown
developed, using historical ethnography. It is an
interpretation, as all ethnographies are. When combined
with an analysis of physical and demographic conditions from
this period, the resulting synthesis paints a picture of
life in 17th and 18th century Tidewater Virginia which gives
meaning and significance to the archaeological record. The
portrait shows us the values and behavioral patterns which
are reflected in the location of a brick foundation or in
the presence of a fragment of delftware or a brass book
clasp. Their significance is translated for the
archaeologist through the recovery of their cultural and

historical context.



CHAPTER I
THE CONTEXT:
A "Settling in Townships"

Gloucestertown's course was affected by an assortment
of conditions arising from a tobacco economy, the town
legislation, certain topographical and geographical features
present in the Chesapeake, and the quality of life in 17th
and 18th century Virginia. Each of these factors affected
either directly or indirectly the artifactual remains at
Gloucestertown. These elements are not easily separable and
were, in fact, intertwined, operating at Gloucestertown in a
feedback system.

The inciting factor in the formation of Gloucestertown
was, of course, legislation which appeared concurrently in
Virginia and Maryland directing the establishment of
official port towns. This component of British colonial
policy attempted to assert control over trade and
manufacture in the colonies by allowing the government to
inspect tobacco and collect customs duties in designated
areas. In Virginia these acts were "An Act for Cohabitation
& Encouragement of Trade and Manufacture" (1680), "An Act
for Ports, Etc." (1691), and "An Act for Establishing Ports
& Towns" (1705) (Hening 1823, II: 471-478; III: 53-69, 404-
419).

The intended purpose of these towns was distinct from
Jamestown and other settlements of the early 17th century.

16
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Jamestown was built for commercial enterprise, but this goal
was secondary to that of defense in a hostile environment.
At the time of the Virginia town legislation, there was no
longer such a great need for protection. The aboriginal
population, greatly reduced by disease and warfare, had been
forced out of the Tidewater or confined to small
reservations. This left the colonists free to pursue other
concerns, primarily the accommodation of trade. The port
towns were to serve twenty counties in 1680 and 1691, and
twenty-five in 1705. Estimates by Edmund S. Morgan place
the population at 40,600 in 1682 and at 54,750 in 1696
(Morgan 1975: 404); Robert Beverley placed the total at
approximately 60,000 individuals in a 1703 census (Beverley

1705: 253).

On discourse with the merchants and

traders to Virginia, we find them

dissatisfied with this Act as burdensome

to their trade and impracticable....
Commissioner of Customs,
Board of Trade, 1680
(Reps 1972:76)

The proposed centralization of trade was inherently
difficult, and it is unlikely that these towns would have
been constructed without this legislative spur. Virginia
and Maryland were unique among the colonies in that the
predominant settlement pattern was not formed around small,

centrally located towns as in New England, but rather on a

dispersed plantation system, spread along the vast waterways
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in the area (see Figure 4). Large land grants, virtually
unlimited access to navigable waters, and the self-
sufficiency of the plantations, which were the core of
settlement, crgg&gdwgggq;ﬁ;pns»which were not conducive to
centralized towns. Most planters, weiiwabie to transport
and market their goods through the existing system, were
ambivalent towards if not resentful of this attempted
regulation.

The tobacco trade gave rise to intricate arrangements
for shipment and marketing, due in part to levels of
production and prices, to the Navigation Acts, and to the
sheltered bays and great rivers which brought ships to the
planter's door. The Navigation Acts (1650-51, 1660, 1663)
gave England a monopoly on all tobacco shipments and on
tobacco transport. This offered great profits to British
merchants: factors who purchased tobacco in the colony and
acted as storekeepers of English commodities, middlemen
involved in shipping and transport, merchants who purchased
the tobacco in England, distributors working for commission,
and suppliers of goods for the Virginia planters. The
earnings received by the planters were often left with the
English merchants and were "employed according to the
planter's orders, chiefly in sending over yearly such goods,
apparel, liquors, etc. as they write for, for the use of
themselves, their families, slaves and plantations" (Jones

1724: 89).



Figure 4: Settlement Patterns of Tidewater Virginia

A. A New Map of Virginia and Maryland. Herman Moll, 1708.

B. Map of Virginia and Maryland, 1751.
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The costs and risks involved in shipping were usually
too great for smaller planters who would often sell their
harvest to neighboring planters or local merchants. These
men would assume the responsibilities for shipping and
marketing and could still profit by selling large quantities
despite the low prices from overproduction. Other costs of
production lay in rolling processed tobacco or hogsheads
from plantation to distribution center, done by fastening
pins or axles to the middle of each butt, then by further
attaching the pins to shafts. "The tobacco is rolled ,
drawn by horses, or carted to convenient rolling houses,
whence it is conveyed on board the ships in flats or sloops"
(Jones 1724: 88). The town acts proposed to bypass direct
purchase and transport while forcing planters and merchants
to engage in the costlier diversion of tobacco to public
warehouses, inspection warehouses, and finally to official
ports of entry or exit. For the larger planters and
merchants who acted as agents—-- key figures in the
consignment trade-- for lesser planters, such diversion
would only reduce their role among the common planters and
increase their costs, all to their disadvantage.

Port towns were designed to change the existing
structural arrangements for shipping, but in the face of
such a comfortable and well fitting system, such change was
not easy or popular. Indeed, in 1688 the Maryland

legislature felt it necessary to decree that "any words
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spoken or published to the effect that building of towns is
not for the good of the Country shall be construed as
disaffection to the Government and punished accordingly"
(Salisbury 1860, XII: 243). Concessions were made to the
Virginia planters in the form of fixed transportation costs
to the towns and fixed storage fees in the warehouses.
Failure to break bulk at the designated ports was punishable
by forfeiture of a trader's goods and vessel (Hening 1823,
IITI: 54-55). Despite concessions and threats of seizure and
punishment, opposition from planters and English merchants
continued; this was in large measure responsible for the

repeal of each town act within a few years of its passage.

We are also going to make Towns, if you
meet with any tradesmen that will come &
live at the Towns, they may have large
priviledges & immunitys.

William Fitzhugh, 1680
(Davis 1963: 82)

The town legislation was also intended to promote
manufacture and diversification of trade within a colony in
which the entire economy was based on the production of
tobacco. Years of overproduction and low prices often made
the economic picture bleak. In 1682, just after the first
town act was proposed, this economic crisis came to a head
with the Plant-Cutter Riots. Previous attempts to curtail
production or fix prices to ease this chfonic problem had

failed. During the riots, Gloucester County planters began
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to destroy their tobacco crops and those of their neighbors;
the unrest spread to New Kent and Middlesex Counties,
affecting some two hundred plantations before the riots were
quelled. Sir Henry Chicheley, acting governor in the
absence of Lord Culpepper, estimated that three-fourths of
the Gloucester County tobacco crop, one half of that in New
Kent and some in Rappahannock, Middlesex and York Counties
was destroyed (Billings 1975: 247-248, 282-287; Morgan 1975:
286). The problem of overproduction remained unsolved, but
officials looked to the establishment of towns to foster
diversification.

To encourage "carpenters, sawyers, brickmakers,
bricklayers, labourers and all other tradesmen to cohabit,

" new Virginia town

dwell and exercise their trades here,’
residents were temporarily freed from prior claims due to
indebtedness in 1680, thus protecting them from arrest and
seizure of their estate. Those not growing tobacco were
exempted from public levies for a five year period (Hening
1823, II: 476). The 1705 incentives were more extensive,
emphasizing the need to create a permanent core of residents
practicing diverse trades and the establishment of "a more
regular settlement” (Hening 1823, III: 404). The
legislation provided traditional means for economic exchange
in the form of a twice-weekly market in each town (with

exclusive market privileges: no "dead provisions, either of

flesh or fish, shall be sold within five miles of any of the
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ports or towns"), a yearly fair, and a merchant guild, in
addition to similar extensions of immunity from the
collection of debts and levies and from muster and march
(Hening 1823, III: 406-409).

The Commissioner of Customs noted in 1709 that “The
whole Act is designed to Encourage by great Priviledges the
settling in Townships, and such settlements will encourage
their going on with the Woolen and other Manufactures
there...[and] will put them upon further Improvements of the
said manufactures, And take them off from the Planting of
Tobacco" (Reps 1972: 90-91, Olson 1983). Town development
threatened a desirable and advantageous arrangement for
distributors, middlemen, and suppliers. Spurred by this,
combined lobbying from merchants and planters eventually led
to the suspension of the town legislation.

Despite resistance and many adverse conditions, sites
were laid out during the years the legislation was in
effect. The 1691 act made note of sites which, having been
previously laid out by provisions of the 1680 act, had been
built upon. Flowerdew Hundred, Hampton and Norfolk had
several buildings and warehouses to their credit as did
Bermuda Hundred and Jamestown, early 17th century settle-
ments. Courthouses were built in Tappahannock and Onancock.
Warwick was the seat of a brick courthouse and a jail by
1691. Middlesex and Nansemond Counties had town sites laid

out and developed to a degree as well (Hening 1823, III: 59-
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60). The act does not tell us if Yorktown and Gloucester-
town were laid out after 1680, but it does mention a ferry
transversing the York River between the two sites,
indicating some settlement in the area although not
necessarily in towns.

Eventually all towns but a few were developed; no
construction seems to have taken place in Patesfield,
Wicomoco, Kinsale or Northampton. The others saw
construction of courthouse, jail, church, warehouse,
dwellings, or some combination of these. Specifications in
the town legislation were designed to hasten development,
providing a three month period in which to survey the town
land and initially allotting three months in 1680 and four
months in 1691 to build on each lot "one good house" twenty
feet square (Hening 1823, II: 474; III: 56). Failure to
develop the land within the given time would result in
forfeiture of the grant. A 1707 town plat of Gloucestertown
provides a list of the previbuérdQﬁers of sixty lots along
with the 1707 holders of forty-seven lots, indicating that
some development had occurred (see Figure 5).

Were these towns a success? Robert Beverley claimed in
1705, the year of the third town act, that there was no such
place that might "reasonably bear the Name of a Town" (1705:
58). As late as 1724, nearly half a century after the first
town act, the Reverend Hugh Jones wrote that "neither the

interest nor the inclination of the Virginians induce them



Figure 5: 1707 Plat of Gloucestertown.
Courtesy of the Filson Club, Kentucky.
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to cohabit in towns; so that they are not forward in
contributing their assistance toward the making of parti-
cular places...though the towns are laid out and established
in each county" (1724: 73-74). Were these gentlemen making
unfair comparisons with English towns or were some of these
ports legitimately successful in their own form, based on
the needs of the colony? The twenty legislated port towns
met with varying degrees of success and failure; each town
assumed a different form, with several developing into the
major ports of the region. The Reverend Jones cited York-
town, Gloucestertown, Hampton, Elizabeth Town and Urbanna as
the best of the settlements, acknowledging the existence of
some concentrations of people in the semblance of towns.

The nature of these towns and the needs they served must be
described to understand these claims and assertions.

Given the difficulty of establishing and maintaining
towns, and the great variability in town development, it
must be asked why Gloucestertown survived for a time while
towns such as Jamestown, Patesfield, and Nansemond did not;

why its future was never secure while that of others such as

Yorktown and Norfolk seemed assured; aqg.whethe; ;@e

presence or absence of one or another physical, economic,
demographic or social characteristic ensured the continu-
ation or the abandonment of a town. The next section begins

to outline the factors affecting town development and the

actual differences between the twenty port towns.



CHAPTER II

SELECTIVE FACTORS:
PHYSICAL AND CULTURAL DETERMINANTS
They do not reckon this town very
healthy because there are great mud
banks and wet marshes about it which
have a very unwholesome smell at low
water.

John Fontaine on Hampton, 1716
(Alexander 1972: 110-111)

Locatiggiwégwye;mskgf the envirqgment, undoubtedly
influenced the successful growth of a town. Carville Earle,
in his essay "Environment, Disease, and Mortality in Early
Tidewater ri?ers are composed of three water zones which are
determined by three factors: temperature, salinity, and
circulation. The interaction of these features causes water
to stagnate or circulate, to increase or decrease in
salinity. Theﬁquality of these zones directly affected the
lives of the colonists. Studies of 17th century mortality
indicate that the healthiest area of settlement lay upriver
in the freshwater zone; the saltwater zone downriver was
less satisfactory; and the transitional or oligohaline zone,
where freshwater and saltwater mix, was the most unhealthy.
Earle argues that the residents of Jamestown suffered
from typhoid, dysentery, and salt poisoning as a direct
consequence of living in this transitional zone. Water

25
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stagnated in the summer and shallow wells in low lying areas
drew in contaminated brackish water. Concentrated
settlement exacerbated the health problem, while survival
rates among early colonists improved when settlement
dispersed, particularly upriver to the freshwater zone.
Accounts of the early days of settlement at Jamestown attest
to the sufferings of the colonists: "...our drinke cold
water taken out of the River, which was at a floud verie
salt, at a low tide full of slime and filth, which was the
destruction of many of our men. Thus we lived for the space
of five months in this miserable distresse...Our men were
destroyed with cruell diseases as Swellings, Flixes, Burning
Fevers..." (Billings 1975: 22-26).

Earle feels this unhealthy situation alone was more
significant to the loss of life than famine or the
depredations of war with the aboriginal population; taken
together, they had a devastating effect on the colonists
with mortality rates exceeding 50% at times. Earle
estimates the annual disease mortality rate for Virginia
between 1618 and 1624 to be 28.3%. Of these deaths, 64.7%
occurred in the oligohaline zone; 18.4% occurred in the salt
water zone, and 17.0% fell in the freshwater zone (Earle
1979: 118). These rates take on a greater significance when
aligned with population percentages: 49.3% of the colonists
resided in the oligohaline zone, 22.2% in the saltwater

zone, 28.5% in the freshwater zone. Between 1618 and 1624,
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two out of three deaths were attributable to disease.

The threat of disease may have discouraged habitation
of other towns located within this estuarine region. The
development of those sites on high ground, with freshwater
springs, and those situated where the river currents ran
strongly were less likely to be impaired by this
insalubrious climate. Using this three-zone model it 1is
possible to see in Figure 6 how the growth and survival of
these port towns may have been affected. Indeed, there is a
strong correspondence to the pattern outlined here.

Three sites were located within the freshwater zone.
Flowerdew Hundred was never established as a town,
continuing to exist in its role as a plantation or hundred.
This is attributable to economic and demographic conditions
specific to Flowerdew itself and will be discussed later.
However, the other two sites in this zone, Bermuda Hundred
and Marlborough, were both places of substantial commercial
activity in the 18th century.

Twelve sites were laid out in the saltwater region:
Nansemond, Norfolk, Hampton, Patesfield, Yorktown,
Gloucestertown, Urbanna, Queenstown, Kinsale, Wicomoco,
Onancock and Northampton. Contemporary writers described
Norfolk as having "like most others in the country...bad air
and bad water"; Hampton was known as an unpleasant site
because of the mud and marshes nearby which were "infested

by a shocking stench" (Reps 1972: 71-75). However, along



Figure 6: Environmental Zones of the Virginia Tidewater?
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Shaded areas represent oligohaline or transitional zone
and projected area of high mortality.

@ After Figures 1 and 2 in "Environment, Disease, and
Mortality in Early Virginia" by Carville Earle (Tate
and Ammerman 1979: 97, 124).
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with the other towns in this zone, Norfolk and Hampton had
qualities which made these sites better than their
counterparts directly upriver. Norfolk, Nansemond and
Patesfield were situated on rivers and creeks that flowed
into the James, giving them access to fresh water; Yorktown
and Gloucestertown were sited on bluffs overlooking the York
River; Hampton was located on Point Comfort; Queenstown and
Urbanna were placed on creeks which emptied into the
Rappahannock River while Kinsale and Wicomoco were similarly
located on tributaries of the Potomac; Onancock and
Northampton were located on the Eastern Shore. Each of
these locations had access to fresh water and was not
subject to the stagnate waters of the oligohaline zone. Of
these twelve designated ports, four were among the most
important and sizeable towns in the colony: Norfolk,
Hampton, Yorktown and Urbanna. Gloucestertown, Onancock,
and Queenstown were of moderate size and success. Only five
sites apparently never developed into towns: Kinsale,
Patesfield, Nansemond, Wicomoco and Northampton.

Four sites were established directly on the river
within the oligohaline zone. Jamestown, always unhealthy,
was abandoned in the 18th century after the seat of the
General Assembly was transferred to Williamsburg in 1699.
Its successor, located on high ground between the James and
York Rivers and accessible by two creeks, was considered by

a traveler, the Reverend Hugh Jones, to be "a healthier and
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more convenient place, and freer from the annoyance of
muskettoes." The "good air" and freshwater springs made
Williamsburg "more...healthful than if built upon a river"
(1724: 66). Warwick and West Point were also unsuccessful
towns. The exception was Tappahannock, a thriving town in
the 18th century. The site had a freshwater spring which
may have ameliorated what were otherwise unhealthy
conditions created by the oligohaline zone. Cobham in Surry
County was situated on a tributary leading into the James;
this was the only other town in the zone to see significant
development in the 18th century.

There are strong indications, then, that environmental
conditions could act as a positive or a negative factor in
the existence of these towns and that colonists were aware
of this to a certain degree. Two of three towns in the
freshwater zone survived (67%) while seven of twelve towns
in the saltwater zone were successfully established (58%).
Only two of five towns in the oligohaline zone survived
(40%). sStill, these conditions interacted only to a small
degree wigg othe;Mfgéggrgvéf greater significance; they were

not the primary selective factors at work here.
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Cultural Determinants

That which bears the greatest weight
with me, for now I look upon my soul to
be in my declining age, is the want of
spiritual help & comforts, of which this
fertile country is everything else [but
in this] is barren and unfruitful....

William Fitzhugh
(Davis 1963: 15)

Key cultural determinants in the success or failure of
a town were the presence of public institutions such as a
church, courthouse, or jail, and the presence of government
facilities such as a tobacco inspection warehouse or customs
house. The instability of life in 17th century Virginia
contributed to the isolation and separateness of settlements
and was reflected in the weakness or absence of many social
institutions and structures, even such public rituals as
basic as the exchange of gossip. By establishing any of
these features, the town was made a focal point of a rural
county existence, combining socialization with political,
religious, and economic interaction.

In the Maryland town legislation, provisions included
"Open Space places to be left On which may be Erected Church
or Chappell, & Marckett house, or other publick buildings"
(Browne 1889: 612). The Virginia acts made no such
specifications for the construction of any structures other
than warehouses, dwellings, and wharves. The establishment
of a public institution as a direct result of the town

legislation depended on the current state of these services
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within each county. In some, these functions were already
being met elsewhere; in others, there was a need for their
formation.

The establishment of these institutions gave stability
to a town, but their continued presence was not guaranteed
as services might be duplicated or performed better
elsewhere. Their removal could jeopardize town advancement.
The effect of this process upon the size and duration of the
towns can be seen in the following ways: those sites without
a given function, public or economic, beyond their port
status never took hold; some established towns collapsed or
diminished in size after their services were relocated;
other sites flourished because as public centers they
encouraged residence and, concurrently, the development and
expansion of a variety of social, political, and economic
resources (Table 1).

Eight towns were abandoned in the late 17th or early
18th century although in some cases they had been developed
to an extent: Flowerdew Hundred, Jamestown, Warwick,
Patesfield, Nansemond, Wicomoco, Kinsale and Northampton.
Three --Bermuda Hundred, Queenstown, and Marlborough-- were
converted to farmland after the American Revolution.

Cobham, Gloucestertown, and West Point disappeared in the
19th century. Only six towns still exist at the present
time: Hampton, Norfolk, Yorktown, Urbanna, Tappahannock, and

Onancock.



Table 1: Duration of Virginia Port Towns
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1751 and 1775 versions of Jefferson-Fry map; 1826~7 map by
John Wood and Herman Boye; 1835-41 Hotchkiss' Geological
Map of Virginia and West Virginia by William Rogers.
Originals, Virginia State Library.

Jamestown, the only settlement to exist prior to the town
acts, was abandoned with the removal of the General
Assembly. It existed in a dilapidated condition at the
time of the town legislation.

Smith's Fort was named in 1680 as port town for Surry
County; the site was changed to Cobham in 1691.

West Point, in its present form, developed with
construction of a railroad through the area; it is not the
same town established under the town acts.
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Public institutions represented values of the community
and the society at large; their presence provided the
colonists with vehicles for political, social and religious
discourse. Bruton Parish, the Capital, the county court,
and the College of William and Mary gave life to the
Williamsburg community; similar institutions existed in all
the counties, and sometimes within the designated port
towns. These institutions guided and sustained the lives of

the people they served.

to Mrs. Susannah Waters for Keeping John
Dickson 80 days wth wine Shugar & Rum &
funirall charges on his Sickness.
Petsworth Parish Vestry
Book, 1708
(Chamberlayne 1933: 94)

The importance of churches and courthouses in the
twenty port towns can not be underestimated. The church had
an active role in colonial life, each parish responding and
administering to the needs of the community. Indeed, the
church was involved in every part of the life cycle, from
birth and baptism to marriage and finally to death and
burial. The vestry records of Petsworth Parish in
Gloucester County show the concern of parishioners for the
poor, the sick, the orphaned, the widowed, and the
illegitimate offspring of parish members; these entries also

show the role of the vestry in regulating and punishing

unacceptable behavior (Chamberlayne 1933). Since church
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attendance was required by law, the regularity of parish
gatherings generated community interaction and would give
stability to the towns in which they were established.

County courts met on a monthly basis to administer
legal matters concerning the basic components of life --
land, labor, and the allocation of property. These sessions
brought about a centralization of activity involving not
only county affairs and judicial matters within the court,
but also the generation of social and economic activity
outside the court. Socially, such meetings served many
public needs: communication and the passage of news to
distant parts from this central gathering; social
stratification and definition through the parading of wealth
and the occupation of special pews or benches in church or
court; role differentiation through the holding of office or
the indenture of a servant; and normative regulation through
punishment or public humiliation and through the display of
etiquette. Economically, court day provided the backdrop
for the distribution of goods and services. The records of
John Norton and Sons, merchants based in London and
Yorktown, show that many business transactions were
conducted at such court day gatherings in King William, King
and Queen, New Kent, and Gloucester Counties (Mason 1937).

Six port towns contained churches in the 18th century:
Hampton, Norfolk, Yorktown, Urbanna, Tappahannock and

Onancock. Most parish boundaries were established and most
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churches built prior to the 1680 legislation. Churches were
built concurrently with the town acts in Yorktown, Onancock
and Tappahannock; others were built as needed in Norfolk,
Hampton and Urbanna to serve growing communities. The towns
of Warwick, Hampton, Norfolk, Yorktown, Tappahannock,
Urbanna, Queenstown, Marlborough and Onancock acted as
county seats in the 18th century. Of these nine, the first
five retained their legislative function into the 19th
century (see Table 2). Accessibility to county residents
was critical. Only six of these towns were centrally
located in their counties (Figure 7). Queenstown,
Marlborough and Urbanna, in addition to Onancock (one of the
six central town sites), lost their courthouses to more
central locations in the 18th century.

The relationship between town duration and public
institutions, with their consequent centralization and
regularity of activity, is evident. Five of these towns
-- Hampton, Yorktown, Urbanna, Norfolk and Tappahannock--
were among the most important and substantial towns in
Colonial Virginia; along with Onancock, they lasted into the
20th century. Conversely, there is a correlation between
the lack of public institutions at seven town sites--
Flowerdew Hundred, Wicomoco, Northampton, Jamestown,
Patesfield, Nansemond and Kinsale-- and their immediate
failure. Jamestown is an example of how the withdrawal of a

service, its government function as the seat of the General



Social Functions of Port Towns
Court and Church

Table 2:

Courthouses
17th 18th 19th

>\\\\\\

Churches
18th

17th

Century

Port Town
Bermuda Hundred?2
Jamestown
Onancock

Norfolk

Yorktown

Hampton

Urbanna
Tappahannock
Queenstown
Marlborough®
Warwick
Flowerdew Hundred

Cobham
Patesfield
Nansemond
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@ The Bermuda Hundred and Jamestown churches of the 17th
century were transferred elsewhere in their counties due
to destruction by fire or lack of use from poor location.

b The courthouse was moved from Urbanna sometime in the 18th
century.

€ The courthouse was burned in 1718 and the county seat
transferred shortly thereafter.



Figure 7: Centrality as a Factor in Town Development

A. County Divisions, 1705
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B. 1848 Map of Virginia Showing Adjusted County Lines and
Court House Sites. Claudius Crozet. Original in
Virginia State Library.
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Assembly, led to the abandonment of the town. Even
Williamsburg, capital of the Virginia colony, was not
immune; the removal of the legislature during the Revolution
caused the town to settle back into the rural landscape. A
correlation is apparent also at four other sites --Bermuda
Hundred, Cobham, West Point and Gloucestertown-- which,
although sustained by an economic base, had an early demise.
The three remaining sites of Warwick, Queenstown, and
Marlborough housed the county seat and met with varying
degrees of success, depending on the coexistence of a strong
economic foundation and the continued presence of the
courthouse at that site.

Marlborough serves as an example of the strong reliance
upon public institutions within the towns for their
regularity of activity. Though designated as a port town in
1680, the site was not surveyed until 1691. Gloucestertown
lot owner William Buckner was responsible for conducting
that survey. Twenty-seven lots were purchased by 15 owners
in 1692 alone. This can be attributed to the presence of
the courthouse within the town, for among the first lot
owners were four county justices, four members of the House
of Burgesses, and the holders of several other county
offices. The role of the court house in encouraging
residence is obvious.

Captain Malachi Peale, purchaser of three lots, was the

owner of many large tracts of land in Virginia including the
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original 50 acres selected as the site for Marlborough.
Peale was a county Jjustice as were Robert Alexander; Matthew
Thompson, town trustee and land broker; John Withers, also
sheriff and owner of three lots; and Captain Martin
Scarlett, member of the House of Burgesses and owner of two
lots. There are other notable lot purchasers as well.
Captain George Brent, law partner of William Fitzhugh,
proprietary agent for the Northern Neck and burgess, was a
trouble maker among the Indians on the frontier (Morgan
1975: 250-251). An associate in stirring up the aboriginal
population, George Mason also bought lots here; Mason was a
militia officer and a burgess. Mr. Robert Brent, brother of
George, was another lot purchaser. The Brents were in the
unique position of being Catholics in an Anglican society;
as such, they were required to take an oath as "Popish
recusants” in 1693 before they could continue their law
practice (Calendar of State Papers 1875: 46-47). Other
residents included a doctor, Edward Maddox; a lawyer,
Francis Hammersly (Hammersly supplied the two acre tract
that would be set aside for the county courthouse); and a
burgess and clerk of the Stafford County court, Samuel
Hayward.

Many of these gentlemen were most likely engaged in
land speculation too. Among these fifteen original owners,
there are seven with estates exceeding one thousand acres.

The lots with marine access were of greatest value in a port
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town. Four men purchased three lots each; all of Mason's
were located on the water, while two of Wither's and one of
George Andrew's lots fronted Potomac Creek or the Potomac
River. Three Marlborough investors purchased two lots each,
of which George Brent's and Sampson Darrell's were both on
the water. The eight remaining purchasers claimed one lot
each, of which four had access to the water. A total of
nine men held waterfront property, then; the total holdings
of five of these men outside of Marlborough Town were of one
thousand acres or more. It seems likely that they were
eager to share in the prosperity promised by a burgeoning
port town.

The future of Marlborough Town did seem bright indeed,
but in 1718 the courthouse and several dwellings were
consumed in a fire. The courthouse complex was relocated
and the town was slowly abandoned. Marlborough was given a
second life when John Mercer began purchasing lots in 1726,
sixty-seven all told. Mercer also built a mill, a brewery
and a glass factory; his venture renewed shipping to and
from the port of Marlborough and encouraged recovery and
redevelopment (Reps 1972: 78). Only when an economic role
as a manufacturing town replaced its lost public status did
Marlborough revive.

Eleven towns had substantial economic roles during the

. U

colonial period: Norfolk, Hampton, Gloucestertown, Yorktown,

Tappahannock, Urbanna, Bermuda Hundred, Marlborough,
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Onancock, Cobham and Warwick. Bermuda Hundred, designated
in 1680 and 1691, evolved from a 17th century hundred and
palisaded fort into a small commercial center in the 18th
century, housing a variety of public and domestic sites:
warehouses, taverns, a ferry, dwellings, wharves, store-
houses, and, during the 17th century, a church. At the
smaller end of the spectrum, Warwick and Cobham probably
contained little more than wharves and storehouses but the
courthouse in Warwick and Cobham's location at the mouth of
Gray's Creek on the James brought in regular activity.

There were different reasons and alternative sources
for the economic foundation and activity of each town.
These settlements were often sustained by the affluence of
their residents. Of importance, too, was any social and
economic interaction generated by the presence within the
town of inspection warehouses and customs houses.

The warehouses, of course, were central areas of
activity because of the law requiring tobacco inspection;
concurrent activity was a natural byproduct of this. A
contract appears in the Calendar of State Papers in 1714 for
the construction of tobacco store houses in Nansemond Town;
in 1715 public storehouses were built at several locations
in York County as well, including one at Buckner's Landing
(Calendar of State Papers 1875: 181-185).

There were seven customs houses for the entering and

clearing of ships in the Tidewater by virtue of the 1662 and
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1680 Virginia Acts outlining export duties. Two inspectors
were designated for the James and Potomac Rivers, and one
each for the York and Rappahannock Rivers and the Eastern
Shore. Four of these customs houses were located in towns
that also were sites of churches and courthouses: Hampton,
Norfolk, Urbanna, and Yorktown. All four towns were
successful, bustling ports in the 18th century. These towns
had a virtual monopoly on shipping, and resultant
enterprise, as it was directed through those channels.

The town of Hampton, pronounced by the Reverend Jones
to be among the best in the colony, was quickly established
after the 1691 act; twenty-six lots were sold by 1693 (Reps
1972: 71). The courthouse was constructed here by 1715, St.
John's Church in 1728. John Fontaine extolled the port's
virtues and described its several defects in his journal
dated 1716:

At Hampton in Virginia. This town lies in a plain
within ten miles of the mouth of James River and
about one mile inland. From the side of the main
river there is a small arm of the river that comes
on both sides of this town and within a small
matter of making it an island. It is a place of
the greatest trade in all Virginia, and commonly
where all men of war lie before this arm of the
river which comes up to the town. It is not
navigable for large ships by reason of a bar of
sand which lies between the mouth or coming in and
the main channel, but all sloops and small ships
can come up to the town. This is the best outlet
in all Virginia and Maryland and when there is any
fleet made, they make up here and can go out to
sea with the first start of a wind. There are
about one hundred houses here but very few of any
note. There is no church in this town. They have
the best oysters and fish of all sorts here of any
place in the colony. The inhabitants of this town
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drive a great trade with New York and Pennsyl-
vania, and are also convenient to trade with
Maryland. They do not reckon this town very
healthy because there are great mud banks and wet
marshes about it which have a very unwholesome
smell at low water.
(Alexander 1972: 110-111)
One could wish Fontaine had been as descriptive about all
the towns he visited, especially the settlement on
Gloucester Point. There is an obvious disparity in size,
importance and success between these two towns as seen by
John Fontaine. This very noticeable lack of detail about
Gloucestertown (he remarked only upon the ferry and an
ordinary) is significant in itself, revealing contemporary
perceptions of these ports and their presence within the
colonial landscape. That Fontaine devoted many paragraphs
to Hampton's description and virtually nothing to portray
Gloucestertown indicated the relatively minor status, in his
eyes, of Gloucestertown in comparison to Hampton.
As the first or second landfall within the Chesapeake
Bay, Hampton was a site of obvious strategic and economic
importance. Fontaine noted that fleets would gather here.
Its natural attraction for mariners and navies, together
with the situation of the customs house here, made Hampton a
strong competitor. A petition dated 1717 shows the
appreciation merchants and mariners had for the town's great
potential. The "Inhabitants of the Port and Town of

Hampton" humbly petitioned Governor Spotswood for a new

piece of land on which to build a public wharf, "for the use
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and benefit of these families and the Encouragement of all
persons trading here" (Calendar of State Papers 1875: 183).
The owner of the previous wharf had promised free access to
the facility for all inhabitants but, in violation of his
contract, had begun to demand 'wharfage'. Competition was
keen even at this early date.

Norfolk, surveyed after the 1680 act, began its
development early. By 1691 it already housed several
dwellings and warehouses (Hening 1823, III: 59-60). Sites
were designated for a church (a chapel built in 1641 was
incorporated into the town plan), a school, and a courthouse
and jail; the town would also support a customs house for
the lower James River and a 17th century fort. Progress can
be measured by the purchase of lots: 10 were sold by 1691,
29 more by 1702, and by 1705 only 10 of the original 50 1lots
remained (Reps 1972: 74). Subdivision of these lots took
place after 1720 as the town's population increased. Such
was its size that incorporation of the town of Norfolk took
place in 1736 (Hening 1823, IV: 541).

The port grew into a major commercial center for
shipping and trade, particularly exports to and imports from
the West Indies, and the very lucrative importation of goods
from North Carolina such as tar and pitch, other naval
supplies, and agricultural products. A petition, dated
1735, appears in the Calendar of State Papers (1875: 221-

222) signed by "Merchants, ressell owners and inhabitants of
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Norfolk and the same of Princess Anne and Nansemond Co."
Its purpose was to encourage the transfer of the collector's
office from Hampton to Norfolk. The inventory of merchant
John Tucker, dated 1736, lists £469 value for goods in his
warehouse, £445 value for three sloops and a shallop, £690
worth of madeira, £851.14.1 for rum, and £223.15.4 3/4 in
sugar, among other documented items. (Wertenbaker 1931: 32-
59); the importance of shipping and the West Indies trade is
clearly shown here. The records of John Norton and Sons
chart the regularity with which his ships sailed to Norfolk
before heading out to sea or turning into the Bay (Mason
1937).

Wertenbaker notes the presence of a strong and diverse
artisan class in Norfolk by 1776, including: coopers,
carpenters and ships carpenters, sailmakers and blockmakers,
all associated with maritime industries; brick layers,
joiners, wheelwrights and tanners, more traditional crafts;
and, more unusually, three silversmiths, three bakers, a
tallow chandler, shoemakers, a coppersmith, a saddler, a
watchmaker, and a hatter (Wertenbaker 1931). With such a
strong economic foundation Norfolk continued to develop as
the major center of commercial activity, eventually
eclipsing Hampton in its importance; this growth was
sustained until its activities were sorely disrupted by fire
during the Revolution.

Tappahannock served two counties fronting the
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Rappahannock River, Essex and Richmond; these originally
formed, at the time of the first town act, a single entity
known simply as Rappahannock County . Surveyed and laid out
in 1680, 'Hobb's Hole' was designated as the county seat. A
courthouse and dwellings were quickly built. Seventy-two
lots were sold by 1706. "Ffour Lotts" were appropriated for
"Publick use" as sites for the courthouse and other official
buildings. The courthouse was maintained there throughout
the colonial period, adding depth and stability to that
given by its intermediary role as a center for the marketing
and transportation of tobacco. William Dunlop, master of
the snow, Betsey, put in at Tappahannock on a regular basis
in the mid 18th century for the purpose of tobacco consign-
ment on behalf of John Norton and Sons (Mason 1937: 82).
Such economic activity allowed continued prosperity for the
town and its inhabitants. Even after the war, Isaac Weld
remarked that Tappahannock housed one hundred dwellings, a
smaller number than standing before the Revolution but still
an appreciable presence among Virginia towns (Reps 1972:81).

A competitor and associate of Tappahannock lay down
river on the south side of the Rappahannock River. Urbanna
was the site chosen to serve Middlesex County in each of the
town acts. Because of the reluctance of the original owner,
Ralph Wormeley, to give up the chosen area, development was
delayed until the 1690s. A brick courthouse was completed

in 1706 and modeled after the one in Gloucester County, "of
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equall goodness and Dimentions with the Brick Courte house
lately Built in Gloucester County" (Middlesex Orders, 1680-
1694: 200-220). A churchyard and a marketplace were laid
out within the town as well. Lots sold rapidly,
particularly between 1704 and 1710 when twenty-three lots
were sold. The Rutmans (1984) noticed that the number of
tithables in the area rose during that period and then
diminished, indicating the temporary presence of itinerant
laborers attracted by the boom in construction.

Residents petitioned the colonial government to have
the collector's office for the Rappahannock district
transferred to Urbanna, "by far the most proper & Convenient
place for them, for not to insist upon the natural advantage
of the place & the Act of the legislature Establishing of a
Town" (Calendar of State Papers 1875: 212). Claiming that a
stop at Robert Carter's Queenstown was inconvenient and
time-consuming, the petitioners suggested Urbanna as an
ideal alternative for customs collection. Relocation would
also prevent this part of the county from being abandoned
"by encouraging people to settle in a Town, who would take
from the Planters the produce of their Husbandry, and
encourage them in other branches of it, besides makeing
Tobacco, which in the present situation of affairs, we have
great reason to apprehend may much decline in its value."
The petitioners were successful.

A strong mercantile community coexisted with the
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customs operation and the tobacco industry. The networks of
these merchants originated in Urbanna and spread out through
the county. Great planters distributing goods on a
consignment basis included Wormeley (also an early lot owner
in Gloucestertown), Matthew Kemp and several other leading
county figures. Merchants also came to Urbanna, drawing
away a large share of the consignment trade by acting as
storekeepers. Their influence is discussed by the Rutmans
(1984).

Trade through the customs house and its associated
activities, bolstered by the presence of the merchant
community, gave residents the basis for turning the site
into a successful place of enterprise in the 18th century.
Eventually, however, the customs house was removed from the
town with negative effects on the settlement. A visitor
noted this change in 1793:

Urbanna was formerly a place of some trade and

importance; for as the customhouse for the

Rappahannock was there, the vessels were obliged

to clear at that port. But the customhouse being

removed to Port Royal, it is now a deserted

village and as the land in the neighborhood is

engrossed by a few great proprietors there are

only three or four store-- or shipkeepers in the

town...I believe there are not above a dozen

houses in the town.

(Reps 1972:79)

Despite this decline in fortune and the transition which
occurred as a result, Urbanna continued to exist though the

community obviously suffered from the change. It is clear
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that the economic strength of this town, and that of the
others mentioned already, was critical to their duration;
additionally, the presence of public institutions
contributed to their stability and gave them a viable role

within the community they served.

The purchasers, soon finding the said town would

not answer the purpose for which it was intended,

it being a remote part of the county, and very

inconvenient for trade, many of them neglected to

improve their lots, others who had built on them
removed out of the said town, and many of the lots
still remain unsold, and the said town, as such,

is now entirely useless to the publick or the said

county.

General Assembly, 1776
on the town of Patesfield
(Reps 1972: 89)

Population distribution was of primary importance to
the economic and social success of these settlements.
Rivers were the focal points of shipping and communication
during the 17th and 18th centuries. The location of towns
on the major rivers was crucial in this capacity; economic
competition and demographic conditions were factors within
each drainage. Yet counties were often too large, parti-
cularly as new land opened for settlement, or populations
too small or too widespread for their designated river towns
to be functional for activities requiring centralization
(see Figure 8). This undoubtedly affected the future of

certain settlements, tipping the scales against the town of

West Point, for example, which, though strategically located



Figure 8: Population Distribution

A. A New Map of Virginia and Maryland for the Earl of

Orkney. John Senex, 1719. Original in Virginia State
Library.

B, Jefferson-Fry Map of Virginia and Maryland, 1775.
Original in Virginia State Library.
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at the confluence of the Pamunkey and Mattaponi Rivers and
accessible by ferries on either shore, was designated to
serve three immense counties spreading out far to the west.
Similar problems existed with Nansemond, Patesfield and
Cobham which were not central to their counties as the
interior regions were developed and which had, as towns on
the southside of the James River, a smaller percentage of
population to land area.

Cobham was the second site for the Surry County port,
designated in 1691 after Smith's Fort seemingly failed its
purpose in 1680. No lots were sold in the 17th century at
either site; this is most likely the reason Cobham was
omitted from the town legislation in 1705. The courthouse
was located centrally at Wareneck, upriver on Gray's Creek,
in the 1650s. Smith's Fort was approximately four miles
inland on Gray's Creek. Cobham was at the mouth of the
creek, along the James River. By the time Cobham was named
as an official town site, the interior of Surry was
beckoning to freeholders attracted by the low price and
availability of land (see Kelly, "'In Dispers'd Country
Plantations': Settlement Patterns in 17th Century Surry
County, Virginia" in Tate and Ammerman 1979). Although
Cobham is reputed to have housed a tavern and a few wharves
and though it could still be found on the map in 1826, its
role for Surry County was clearly hindered by the settlement

characteristics of the county and by the lack of public
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institutions at the site. As settlement moved inland,
Cobham served a useful purpose only for those located along
the water and on the areas immediately adjacent to them.

Table 3 examines the demographic conditions within the
Virginia Tidewater in 1699. The areas of greatest
population density were those with the most successful
towns. The James River, with 40% of Virginia's colonists,
saw the establishment of 6 of 9 designated sites in some
manner, though two of these existed for a short time only;
the York River, with 26%, had 2 of 3 sites well established;
the Rappahannock had two strong towns and a third short-
lived settlement; the Potomac and the Eastern Shore each had
but one. This rate of success in town development largely
corresponds to the areas of oldest occupation. The James
River was the first area of settlement, with movement
spreading up to the York River and to the Eastern Shore by
the 1630s, across the lower York River and into the lower
Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers in the 1650s, and occupying
the upper York and Rappahannock together with the rest of
the Northern Neck in the 1670s.

The spread of colonists into all areas of the Tidewater
varied in density; land surrounding the waterways was taken
up first, inland areas only after the waterfront was
occupied. The demarcation of plantation sites on August
Hermann's 1670 map of Virginia and Maryland shows a clear

preference for areas with access to the Chesapeake



Table 3: Population Distribution 16992

POPULATION
JAMES RIVER REGION FREQUENCY PERCENT
Henrico 2,222 4%
Charles City 3,899 7%
James City 2,760 5%
Surry 2,014 3%
Warwick 1,362 2%
Isle of Wight 2,766 5%
Elizabeth City 1,188 2%
Nansemond 2,571 4%
Lower NorfolkP 4,227 7%
Total James River 23,009 40%
YORK RIVER REGION
York 1,909 3%
Gloucester 5,730 108 --
New Kent 7,478 138 -
Total York River 15,117 26%
RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER REGION
Rappahannock 5,142 9%
Middlesex 1,541 3%
Lancaster 2,093 4%
Total Rappahannock 8,776 15%
POTOMAC RIVER REGION
Northumberland 2,019 3%
Westmoreland 2,541 4%
Stafford 1,860 3%
Total Potomac River 6,420 11%
EASTERN SHORE
Northampton 2,050 4%
Accomack 2,668 5%
Total Eastern Shore 4,718 8%
58,040 100¢%

@ Based on population tables in American Slavery, American
Freedom by Edmund S. Morgan (1975: 412-414). These
estimates are drawn from county and colony records.

See Figure 1 for subdivisions of counties in 1705.
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waterways. Of 2588 plantations on the map, 5% were located
on the bay, 45% on a river, and 50% on creeks. A survey of
recorded 17th century archaeological sites by Smolek and
Clark provides the following figures to confirm this
pattern: of 187 sites in Virginia, only .6% were located one
mile or more distant from water; 12.6% were located between
2001' and one mile; 14.3% between 1001'-2000'; 21.4% between
500'-1000"'; and 46.7% between 500' and the water's edge.
Only 4.4% were in unknown locations (Smolek and Clark 1982:
10).

Density was further affected by the presence of an
Indian population along the outer fringes of settlement, the
remnants of the once powerful Powhatan Confederacy and
tribes from Maryland and Carolina. The threat of conflict
with native Virginians, a regular presence during the entire
colonization effort, continued to exist even after the
massacre of 1644. This war concluded with a treaty in which
the Indians gave up all claim to their lands now held by the
English. They were confined to areas west of the fall line,
above the York River and below the James River. A string of
forts was erected to act as a barrier between the two
cultures, but continued expansion and encroachment by the
colonists led to frequent altercation. Governor William
Berkeley's defensive strategy in a war with the Susquehanna
Indians between 1675-1677 led to an eruption of violence by

frustrated colonists in Bacon's Rebellion. During this
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conflict and the remaining quarter of the 17th century, the
Indian population was all but eliminated from the Tidewater
area, existing only on a reservation on the upper York River
or inhabiting lands beyond the frontier. At the edge of
colonial settlement, whites and aboriginals lived in a tense
status quo: Southside beyond Nansemond, Isle of Wight, and
Surry Counties and to the west of Henrico.

Thus, the peninsulas between the four major rivers
absorbed the English settlers more quickly than inland
regions beyond which there were no waterways connected to
the Chesapeake and only wilderness. The counties north of
the James River were more rapidly populated than Southside
which opened up into swampland and North Carolina territory,
and which also hosted several native tribes. Southside
James River towns made up 2 of the 3 immediate failures in
that drainage and one further failure while contributing
only 1 of the 6 towns that met with any positive results
(though Norfolk is on the south side of the James, its
location at the mouth of the river where it meets the
Chesapeake Bay made its position unique, so it is not placed
with other Southside towns in this study). The counties of
York and Gloucester, located between two major rivers and
both early areas of settlement, were more populous than New
Kent which was wilderness to the west and an area of late
development.

There is some correlation between successful towns and
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the river drainage with the greatest amount of tobacco
production and the greatest profit from tobacco export.

Hugh Jones noted in his travels that the land between the
York and the James was the area "seeming most nicely adapted
for sweet-scented, or the finest tobacco, for 'tis observed
that the goodness decreaseth the farther you go to the
northward of one, and the southward of the other" (Jones
1724: 72). The rates for tobacco production in 1689 show
the James River to have led in actual production; however,
other counties that produced less of the weed brought in
greater earnings by growing a higher quality of tobacco.

The York River led in revenues in 1689, followed by the
James, the Rappahannock, the Potomac, and the Eastern Shore.
Between 1704-1711, the York River was again in the
forefront, followed by the Rappahannock, the James, the
Potomac, and finally the Eastern Shore (Morgan 1975: 417)
(see Table 4).

Tobacco production in each drainage was also contingent
upon population attributes and the size and availability of
land tracts in the region. Land grants in the form of
headrights consumed great areas of the Tidewater during the
17th century as the major vehicle for land distribution.

The headright system began in 1617 under the Virginia
Company and was continued by the British Crown after the
dissolution of the Company in 1624. A grant of fifty acres

was assigned to anyone who either paid for his own transport



Table 4: Tobacco Production for Tidewater Virginia?

A. Number of Hogsheads Exported

1674-1676 1687 1689-1699

James River 21,520 30.8% 13,444 37.5% 19,827 35.3%
York River 20,305 29.1% 8,719 24.3% 16,190 28.8%
Rappahannock 13,230 19.0% 7,189 20.0% 13,542 24.1%
Potomac River 10,715 15.3% 5,037 14.0% 4,523 8.0%
Eastern Shore 4,041 5.8% 1,495 4.2% 2,116 5.8%

69,811 35,884 56,198
B. Revenue From Tobacco Dutiesb

1689 1704-1711

York River £1,154 31.7% £9,359 39.8%
James River £1,136 31.3% £4,905 20.9%
Rappahannock £747 20.6% £5,600 23.8%
Potomac River £458 12.6% £3,216 13.7%
Eastern Shore £138 3.8% £ 436 1.8%

£3,633 £23,516
4 Based on Tables 5 and 6 in Morgan (1975: 415, 417). These

figures were drawn from extant records of post 1662

collection of duties for the export of tobacco.
130-132).

Hening (1823, I: 491,

523;

II:

per ton and 6 pence per immigrant.

Duties were set at two shillings per hogshead,

See also

15 pence
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to the colony or paid for another's transport. As
availability decreased and prices increased, the large
landholders became landlords. Immigrants and newly freed
servants were forced to move to the edge of settlement and
the untamed wilderness or else to rent land or hire out
their services to their previous owners. This produced
demographic variance between river drainages and between
counties. The earliest settled regions, characterized by
more landlords and tenants, contrasted with outer tracts
which still held opportunities for land ownership. There
were more tithables among the general population in the
former areas, i.e. more servants and slaves to help plant,
tend, and process tobacco. Conversely, there were fewer
tithables per household in poorer and less established
tracts; these represented common planters, often new
freedmen, supporting themselves without paid or bound labor.
This had a direct effect on production and wealth (For a
further discussion of population distribution and the
significance of tithables and households, see Morgan 1975:
218-230; 410-420).

The combination of economic, physical, social and
demographic features within counties and river drainages
determined the varied success of these twenty legislated
port towns. Each was different in its strengths and
weaknesses. Williamsburg, though not one of the designated

port towns, was a contemporary and as such provides us with
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a useful example of a successful town. This product of
colonial decree exhibited many desirable qualities, making
it a vital and bustling area of social, political and
economic activity until the legislature was removed in the
late 18th century. Located on a ridge, Williamsburg was
placed at the head of two

great creeks one running into the James and the

other into the York River, which are navigable for

sloops, within a mile of the town; at the head of

which creeks are good landings (Capital Landing on

Queen's Creek and Princess Anne Port on College

Creek or College Landing) and lots laid out, and

dwelling houses and warehouses built; so that this

town is most conveniently situated, in the middle

of the lower part of Virginia, commanding two

noble rivers, not above four miles from either,

and is much more commodious and healthful, than if

built upon a river.

(Jones 1724: 66)
Williamsburg's location was excellent for a seat of
government and for a center of commercial and social
activity. As the site of a courthouse, a church, and the
capital of the colony, the town quickly grew into a major
entity of great importance and standing, drawing in
merchants and craftsmen, legislators and travelers.

Ideal conditions for town development, then, might be
described in the following manner: the site to be centrally
located in a populous area, suitable in location for a port
and for a healthful settlement, the seat of one or more
public or economic institutions to give additional substance

to the activity at the port, with its residents to be of

wealth and to be from a wealthy, productive tobacco-growing
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region. These features would not necessarily provide the
town with a guaranteed future and the strength to endure the
rigors and demands which derived from the quality of life in
17th and 18th century Tidewater Virginia as it revolved
around a tobacco economy. Yet the overriding strength of a
public or economic institution might be enough to sustain a
community in the absence of other favorable qualities. An
examination of Gloucestertown's background, in light of
these selective factors, helps to illuminate the forces

behind its establishment and restricted development.



CHAPTER III
GLOUCESTERTOWN

We came to Gloucestertown upon York River...

John Fontaine, 1716
(Alexander 1972: 122)

Gloucestertown was an anomaly, simply because in light
of the selective factors outlined earlier, there were far
more disadvantages to raising a town here than advantages
encouraging growth of the newly legislated settlement. In
sifting through Gloucestertown's contextual background,
other motivations and selective factors seem to have been at
work. These are drawn from numerous historical texts and
are discussed further on.

Gloucestertown, which was not central to its parish or
to the county, had neither church nor courthouse. Both were
established years earlier in more convenient locations. The
county, formed in 1651, was divided into four parishes prior
to the town acts and each parish had its own church in the
17th and 18th centuries. Abingdon Parish, of which
Gloucestertown was a part, built its church and glebe house
at a site approximately six miles from the town sometime
after its formation in 1654. A permanent courthouse complex
built in 1766 was placed twelve miles north of Gloucester-

town at the 18th century site of Botetourt Town and the

55
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present site of Gloucester. Centrally located and
accessible by water, this same site probably housed the
courthouse structure used in the 17th and early 18th century
as well (Mason 1946: 71; Alexander 1972: 122). In fact, the
court~ordered location of Gloucestertown, while excellent
for a port, was less than ideal for a county seat. Even
though the port was intended to serve the most populous
county in Virginia, with an estimated 5,834 residents in
1703 (Beverley 1705: 253), the county was too large, the
population spread too great, and Gloucestertown too far
south. The uppermost parish of Kingston was eventually
broken off to form Mathews County and given its own
administration in 1791.

Two other factors might have aided Gloucestertown in
its infancy but did not. When Jamestown was burned in 1676
during Bacon's Rebellion, Gloucester Point was considered as
a possible site for the new statehouse, presenting an
opportunity for the site to assume an official government
function. Unfortunately, the idea was rejected. Fort James
was constructed on the Point in 1667 because of its
strategic importance; however, although its earthen walls
and wooden platforms were maintained throughout the colonial
period, it was small and of little overall importance to
Gloucestertown. In this case, the presence of the military
did little to generate life-giving activifies for the town.

That Gloucestertown was never the seat for any public
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institution of significance was undoubtedly a major reason
for its eventual demise.

The principal attribute in Gloucestertown's favor was
the port itself and its economic attractions. The town was
well sited for a port, offering a sheltered anchorage on one
of the main navigational routes in the Tidewater area. Its
close proximity to the mouth of the York River and the
Chesapeake Bay should have been an enticement to merchants
and incoming vessels. Indeed, the quick purchase of the
lots surrounding Gloucestertown's cove by 1707 indicates
confidence in the town's future as a colonial port. Lot 69
was apparently set aside for use as a town wharf in
anticipation of a healthy trade at the port (McCartney and
Hazzard 1980).

The site had other natural features favorable to
marketing activity. The narrow passage created by Tindall's
Point served as a funnel for goods transported along the
shipping route to destinations further upriver during the
17th and 18th centuries. Located at the confluence of
several trade networks, Gloucestertown was a point of access
to the most populous and one of the wealthiest counties in
Virginia. The Point was linked to the rest of the county by
a "Great Road" which extended into the interior (Alexander
1972: 122) and to Yorktown and points south by a ferry. The
road was used frequently by travelers such as John Fontaine

who in 1716 was traversing the colony for the first time.
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Operating throughout Gloucestertown's existence, the ferry
served a major role in colonial transportation by connecting
the peninsulas of the Tidewater. Accommodations for
travelers were available with atleast one ordinary situated
here during the 17th and 18th centuries (Mason 1948: 135;
Alexander 1972: 82). A foundation excavated by the VRCA in
1980 is believed to have been one such enterprise,
containing some 600 pipe stem fragments in the excavated
area (McCartney and Hazzard 1980: continuation sheet #2).

Tindall's Point, as it was known in the early 17th

century, was selected as a site for a tobacco inspection
warehouse in February 1632/33 by the Executive Council. One
of five stores appointed for the review, testing, and
repackaging of tobacco by inspectors (Hening 1823, I: 204),
this warehouse generated regular economic activity as it
operated periodically throughout the 17th century. A
warehouse was established here following the 1713 "Act for
Preventing Frauds in Tobacco Payments and for the Better
Improving of the Staple of Tobacco", functioning until the
legislation was repealed in 1717, and reestablished between
1730 and 1780 as a result of similar legislation (McCartney
and Hazzard 1980: continuation sheet #5). The presence of
this facility brought to the Point, and to the town built
upon it, economic interaction in the form of handling,
purchasing, and loading of tobacco and exchange of credit,

goods and services. Firms such as John Norton and Sons
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brought St.Croix rum, sugar, tea and other goods here, "To
be sold, at public Vendue at the Battery in Gloucester

County" (Mason 1937: 400).

"For the Encouragement of Trade and Manufacture..."
Hening's Statutes at
Large, 1680
(Hening 1823, II: 471-78)
The Town legislators hoped to establish permanent towns
with inhabitants practicing diverse crafts and trades.
Yorktown was one such settlement that successfully met the
expectations of the 17th century legislators (Figure 9).
The presence of a church, courthouse, and customs house for
the York River District seems to have provided a strong base
for economic development in Yorktown through the
concentration of people in a central location and the
regularity of economic activity and social interaction.
Shipping required warehouses, public facilities, and certain
industries to support it. This activity encouraged, in
turn, the continued residence of craftsmen and specialists.
Yorktown, with the highest number of lot purchasers among
all the legislated port towns, housed 150 residents by 1700
(Bergstrom and Kelly 1680), the majority of whom practiced
urban and shipping oriented trades rather than the more
traditionally rural based crafts.

On the lower level of this town were warehouses,

wharves, accommodations for mariners, and all manner of



Figure 9: View of Yorktown, 1754 by John Gauntlett.
Courtesy of the Mariners' Museum, Newport News, Virginia.
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stores and sheds for tradesmen and artisans; on the bluff
lay the more 'gentile' section of the town, a residential
area and site of the public buildings. This upper level
clearly reflected the prosperity and the growing
sophistication brought by the success of the lower town.

The buildings constructed here displayed the wealth and
status of merchants and landowners, even the prosperity of
artisans attracted to the town by the blossoming trade and
the town's growing role as an economic and social center.
The courthouse and church were symbols as well, representing
order and a political, religious and social hierarchy
present in the colony.

Advertisements in the Virginia Gazette and features
revealed in archaeological excavations show the formidable
planning behind the construction of many domestic structures
and complexes here: brick mansions complete with kitchens,
stables, smokehouses, dairies, separate servant quarters and
laundry facilities (Mason 1937: 37-38, 117; Hatch 1973,
1974; Barka 1978). The designs and materials used for the
church and the courthouse, being of fashionable type and
finest quality --marl for the church and brick for the
courthouse-- reflected changing attitudes, a desire for
permanence and commitment to the future, and perhaps a wish
to construct and perpetuate closer ties to England. A 1742
visitor was greatly impressed:

You perceive a great Air of Oppulence amongst
the Inhabitants, who have some of them built them-



John Norton commented more bluntly on this change,

Such an attitude,

Physician in general to so popular a Town as York"

selves Houses, equal in Magnificence to many of

our superb ones at St. James; as those of Mr.
Lightfoot, Nelson, Etc. Almost every considerable
Man keeps an Equipage. The Taverns are many here,
and much frequented, and an unbounded Licentious-
ness seems to taint the Morals of the young Gentle-
men of this Place. The Court-House is the only
considerable publick Building, and is no unhandsome
structure...The most considerable Houses are of
Brick and some handsome ones of Wood, all built in
the modern Taste.

(Reps 1972: 87)

striving to be an urban center like Williamsburg or an

English city, denying any appearance of being a backwater.

evidence by the 18th century, "There being [now] a very

material difference in a Quack & one who practices as

178).

Wm the Son of Will™ Bull Morrimer & Mary
his Wife was born May 29th about 9 in
the morning being Whit Sunday in ye Town
of Gloucester upon York River.

Abingdon Parish Register,

Mary Sanders of Gloster Town's Daughter
Baptiz'd Nov 22.

Abingdon Parish Register,
(Lee 1892: 91, 115)

on this

airs of greatness perhaps, were much in

(Mason

61

1736

1744

If Yorktown followed the ideal expectations of the town

What developed here was quite different. Despite the

legislators, Gloucestertown did not --atleast, not exactly.
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economic and physical attractions, only a modest trade was
cultivated; the services and the volume of trade found
directly across the river at Yorktown were never equalled in
Gloucestertown. The Gloucestertown lot owners were
primarily planters and merchants. There is little evidence,
archaeologically or documentarily, that any artisans were
attracted to the town. Kiln furniture found in a trash pit
suggests a potter, perhaps a cousin to William Roger's
operation in Yorktown (McCartney and Hazzard 1980:
continuation sheet #1). There is documentary and
archaeological evidence for atleast one ordinary operating
on the Point during the 17th and 18th century (Mason 1948:
135; Alexander 1972: 82; McCartney and Hazzard 1980:
continuation sheet #2). A windmill depicted in John
Gauntlett's watercolor is known to have operated on the
Point in 1754 (see Figure 2). A reference in the Abingdon
Parish Register notes the death of "Swann a Taylor" in 1731;
the notice of his demise was "Sent to Town" ( the proper
authorities were notified in Williamsburg) by a clergyman
(Lee 1892: 66). Doctor William Kemp is known to have based
his practice in town (Lee 1892: 66). The presence of slaves
in the town is well documented in the Abingdon Parish
Register; undoubtedly, some of them were craftsmen and
skilled at certain labors one might expect to find in a town
but pursued by independent individuals iﬁstead. Beyond

this, there is little to suggest industry independent of
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port activities; the town came to rely heavily upon
activities pursuant to tobacco inspection. By contrast,
Yorktown was a self-supporting community.

Yorktown was important to Gloucestertown's development.
Because of their proximity, the social and economic activity
in Yorktown reinforced activity in the port across the
river (Figure 10). Records from both counties show that
business transactions were a regular occurrence between
residents of both towns and counties. For example, John
Thruston, a mid 18th century Gloucestertown resident and
merchant, initiated an association with John Norton and Sons
of Yorktown on several occasions for business 'adventures'
(Mason 1937). The accounts of planter-merchant Jonathan
Newell, dated 1677, detail the extent of this man's
Yorktown-based business network through several counties,
including Gloucester County (Billings 1975: 198-204).

The activities of the York County Court were also
important for Gloucestertown and Gloucester County
residents; it is clear from York Deeds and Orders that, even
as Gloucestertown was established, merchants and planters
would travel to Yorktown to resolve legal matters and to
finalize business affairs. In 1747, John Perrin of
Gloucestertown, merchant, gave half of his ships to his son;
this deed was recorded in York County (Mason 1948: 121).
John Lewis of Gloucestertown sold a lot near Yorktown to

William Buckner of Yorktown in 1711 for the future



Figure 10: Gloucestertown and Yorktown
During the Revolution

A. Carte de la Baie de Chesapeake, 1778. Original in
Virginia State Library.

B. Plan of Investment of York and Gloucester by Major
Sebastian Bauman, 1782. From Rand McNally Atlas of
the American Revolution.
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construction of a windmill (Mason 1948: 117). This sale was
recorded in York County; it also shows again the frequent
ties between York and Gloucester County residents. Other
York County records note that Lewis' son sold Yorktown lot
no.28 to a York County mariner in 1732, indicating to us,
too, that this association between towns was over a
continuous and lengthy span of time (Mason 1948: 119).

Other links between these ports are evident.
Enterprising gentlemen often held lots in both town,
including Dr. William Kemp, Mr. John Dunbar, and William
Buckner, gentleman and trustee for Yorktown (Mason 1948:
116). James Terry, lot owner with William Gordon, purchaseg/r
one of thirty-five lots sold early on at West Point. As
this lot was also purchased with two associates, it is
likely that Terry was a merchant, banking on the success of
the new port towns. The tobacco inspection operations of
Yorktown and Gloucestertown were tied together officially.
Each town received mutual benefit from these cross-river
networks and associations.

This closeness also worked against Gloucestertown's
independent development in several ways: Yorktown and
another associate, Gloucester Court House, were both strong
competitors economically and socially. Yorktown had the
centralizing institutions described earlier, making it a

natural site for congregation. Additionally, the customs

house gave the town an edge in the shipping industry.
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Gloucester Court House, already a significant landmark in
1716 when John Fontaine wrote of it (Alexander 1972: 122),
drew business away from the port. The papers of John Norton
and Sons show the courthouse was a frequent site for public
auctions, for marketing goods and slaves, for buying tobacco
on consignment (Mason 1937). As pointed out earlier, this
firm, a leading member of the mercantile community, was
based in Yorktown, hinting again that the stronger economic
base and the more viable foundation for such an enterprise
could be found across the river from Gloucestertown. And,
of course, the meetings of the county court in Gloucester
gave a regularity to economic and social interaction not
possible in Gloucestertown.

So in one sense, these contemporaries of Gloucestertown
greatly assisted its growth and development by bringing to
it and reinforcing in it a more regular trade and more
frequent social interaction. One usually passed through
Gloucestertown on the way to Gloucester Court if travelling
from the south and vice versa; if journeying to Yorktown
from Gloucester Court, one might take the road that led to
Gloucestertown. At the same time. the broader economic and
public foundation at these sites naturally detracted from
Gloucestertown's role, leaving it a second-best.

The significance of this 'weakness' is readily
apparent. Had the port legislation not been rescinded,

Gloucestertown might have grown to equal Yorktown's size or
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to match Gloucester Court's trade. Without its official
status, the various economic incentives for new residents,
or the centralizing public and economic institutions found
at Yorktown and Gloucester Court, the socle basis for
recurring, government sponsored activity in Gloucestertown--
independent of its competitors-- was tobacco inspection.
While this part of tobacco processing was important and did
lead to some outgrowth of other activity, this was insuffi-
cient to establish a so0lid core of urban dwellers and to
support an artisan class, particularly with the irregu-
larities of the tobacco trade.

Since its introduction to Virginia in 1612 by John
Rolfe, tobacco had enjoyed an unsteady, rollercoaster-like
exXistence. Its earliest producers found a large market and
high prices in England and many built their fortunes upon
its cultivation. Quick expansion and neglect of other crops
produced a glut, lowered prices, and depressed the market by
the 1640s. This became symptomatic of the tobacco trade;
chronic overproduction created a ‘'boom and bust' cycle.
Dissatisfaction with low prices and the tobacco inspection
act was plentiful and often violent; in 1715 "one of Mr.
Buckners Storehouses" was burnt. The alarm of public
officials was recorded in the Calendar of State Papers
(1875: 181) for "They further signifie their evil Intention
to the law, by running away with their Tob® to buyers."

Such action, of course, rarely alleviated the problem.
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The tobacco economy made an independent livelihood

difficult for specialists except in those rare areas with
sufficient resources to support them. Yorktown had a
sufficient base, having reached a 'threshold' economically
and demographically (Bergstrom and Kelly 1980; 1984)
(further discussion of this follows on pages 72-74).
Variability in tobacco production and in the economic
success of planters and merchants directly affected the need
for artisans. Demand for their trades diminished with
depressions, a constant companion in the late 17th and 18th

centuries when these towns were forming.

If you could possibly procure me a
Bricklayer or Carpenter or both, it
would do me a great kindness, & save me
a great deal of money in my present
building. If you send in any tradesmen
be sure [to] send in their tools with
them.

William Fitzhugh, 1681
(Davis 1963: 92)
Self-sufficiency was another impediment to urban

craftsmen, a concept and a goal deeply ingrained in the
plantation mentality. Years of irregularity in tobacco
cultivation and in the tobacco market, years of isolation in
unbroken, seemingly inhospitable environments, in settle-
ments dispersed across great areas were to breed this need
for independence. William Fitzhugh represents an extreme

end of the spectrum of self-sufficiency. Fitzhugh arrived
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in Stafford County in 1673. He described his vast wealth
and holdings in a letter that year which included 1000 acres
of land (Fitzhugh also claimed 23,000 acres in other
counties), 29 slaves among his several plantations or
quarters, livestock, a house "furnished with all accommo-
dations for a comfortable & gentile living" in its thirteen
rooms, a dairy and kitchen, four cellars, a dovecote,
stables, a barn and henhouse, an orchard of 2500 apple
trees, a garden of 100 feet square, and a grist mill (Davis
1963: 175-176). Fitzhugh's plantation was an entire
community in itself-- a network of self-sufficiency.

Such provisioning caused another great landowner,
William Byrd, to remark in a 1726 letter, "I live in a kind
of Independence on everyone but Providence" (VMHB 1924,
XXXII: 27). That such an attitude was widespread and not
confined to the wealthiest of plantations is indicated by
the Reverend Jones' observation that similar organization
prevailed among all planters, "affording the owner the
provisions of a little market" (1724: 73-74).

Self-sufficiency applied to skilled labor, as well.
This is apparent in the wills and papers of various planters
and even in the most mundane business transactions to be
found in the Gloucester County records. Trained indentured
servants and skilled laborers were sent for from England and
purchased by plantation owners to provide them with

necessary sources of craftsmanship. William Nelson of
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Yorktown asked John Norton in 1766 to procure and send to
Virginia a tailor to be indentured to Nelson for four years
(Mason 1937: 17). Fitzhugh requested a bricklayer and
carpenter to help him with his building projects in 1681,
shoemakers for his new tan house in 1692, and others as his
needs dictated (Davis 1963: 92, 308). Slaves with specific
abilities were passed along as bequests to family members in
order to keep their skills in hand. Lewis Burwell willed
several carpenters to his children in 1710 (Mason 1948: 43).

Newly freed indentured servants might "work day-labour,
or else rent a small plantation for a trifle almost; or else
turn overseers, if they are expert, industrious, or careful,
or follow their trade, if they have been brought up to any;
especially smiths, carpenters, taylors, sawyers, coopers,
bricklayers, etc." (Jones 1724: 57-58). The Reverend Jones'
confident assessment of the labor situation is admirable but
his perceptions did not take into account the dependence of
such an existence upon the need for such services. When
servants were freed, they were able to sell their skills but
rarely could these men separate their existence from the
plantations. Most likely they farmed a small plot, either
rented or owned, and could ply their trade only as demand
dictated. Owners of water and grist mills often sold their
services to the county at large, but these operations quite
frequently belonged to large landowners such as Fitzhugh,

Edmund Berkeley, and John Mann, and were only part of a
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larger plantation complex rather than independent pursuits.
Artisans did reside within the county, unquestionably; a
sample of professions can be drawn from the Gloucester
County records, including weaver, shipwright, carpenter,
ship's carpenter, wheelwright, inn keeper, and millwright
(Mason 1948: 118-135). The Petsworth Parish Vestry Book
makes reference to many others: joiner, glazier, ironworker,
bricklayer, carpenter, cooper, shipwright, weaver (Chamber-
layne 1933). It seems likely, however, that the majority of
these craftsmen were servants; the records show, too, that
these trades were found among the plantations but not in
Gloucestertown.

A combination, then, of planter self-sufficiency and
the 'boom and bust' tobacco market directly affected the
demand, or more truly the lack of demand, for an independent
and urban artisan class in Gloucester County and much of
Virginia. Carville Earle noted these same constraints in
his study of Londontown, a product of similar town legis-
lation in Maryland (Earle 1975). For a period of approxi-
mately forty years, merchants and a smaller number of
specialists such as carpenter, cooper, shipwright, tailor,
doctor, inn keeper and blacksmith, clustered in Londontown,
especially during prosperous times within the tobacco trade.
With the termination of its tobacco inspection warehouse in
1747, the onset of another depression, and changes in ship-

ping routes, these specialists slowly abandoned Londontown.
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Residence of craftsmen in urban centers such as
Londontown fluctuated with the cycles of the tobacco
industry. Markets dwindled with depressions; with this
decrease in demand for services came a decrease in the
number of town residents. A class of artisans living off
the plantation could not be supported in such an unstable
climate for any length of time without a strong economic

foundation.

While this may explain only in part the variability in
town development, it must certainly be a key to the
developmental differences between Londontown, Yorktown,
Gloucestertown, and any other Tidewater settlement. The
profiles of these towns are assuredly marked by contrasts.
Londontown, site of a church, courthouse, and several
ordinaries, achieved some success in recruiting urban
residents until its tobacco-tied future and shallow economic
base collapsed in depression and in shifting social and
economic conditions. Against this picture, there is
Gloucestertown with its moderate but regular economic
activity, also tied to tobacco; its small community, with a
limited economic base and rural background, apparently
lacked artisans among its members. Gloucestertown's future
faded with diversification in the late 1700s and with the
end of the tobacco inspection warehouse in the 1780s.

Londontown and Gloucestertown were both settlements of

modest size and success with specific demographic
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characteristics due to one very significant factor: the
economic base of these settlements, the wellspring of their
future and ultimate failure, was inextricably linked to
tobacco. This was not always enough to draw a truly urban
artisan class to the site, as in Gloucestertown. Difficulty
in establishing a solid resident artisan class seems to be
linked to a serious depression between 1680 and 1710, the
crucial years of town formation, and to further depressed
conditions after 1750. When the connection to tobacco was
broken, the economic foundation in each town was not strong
enough or deep enough to shore up an independent artisan
class. With this severing of ties, the urban assemblage

melted back into the rural landscape.

We load as fast as we can Stow Away the

Tobacco. I left the Ship the Day before

yesterday on my way down to Gloster

Court at which time She had on board &

along side 300 hhds....
Moses Robertson to John Norton
September 6, 1771
(Mason 1937: 182)

By contrast, finally, there is Yorktown; its
development was similar to other towns, yet this port
differed markedly from its contemporaries. Bergstrom and
Kelly found that one reason Yorktown succeeded where other
towns failed lay in the expansion of the town's economic

function beyond the limited service industries of tobacco

cultivation and inspection to the shipping industry (1980;
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1984). This was possible because a 'threshold' was reached;
conditions within the county were ripe for urban settlement.
Demographic stability, high population density, optimal
utilization of land and labor as seen in the number of acres
tilled per laborer and in the number of tithables within the
general population, and high levels of wealth in the county
made greater economic development viable. These conditions
produced an economic base strong enough to support an
independent artisan class.

A difference in orientation and direction --rural
versus urban-- is evident between Gloucestertown and
Yorktown. Initial lot owners were of a rural background in
Yorktown, as were the lot owners in Gloucestertown.
Bergstrom and Kelly feel these purchasers were being 'civic
minded' but were not truly committed to an urban future;
their interest was limited and resulted in the forfeiture of
many lots from lack of development. The second wave of lot
owners was urban oriented; their commitment to Yorktown
broadened the economic base of the town and brought less
traditional and less rural crafts to the area, such as that
of a cabinet maker who opened shop in Yorktown in 1769
(Mason 1937: 105). These crafts and trades, particularly
the operation of taverns, developed and expanded in
conjunction with the shipping industry as it flourished in
Yorktown. Sailors required lodging, ships required

maintenance and repair, goods required storage areas. This
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activity encouraged, in turn, further crafts and secondary
support activities. Add to this the obvious pull exerted by
the presence of the church and the courthouse and it is
evident that such depth turned Yorktown into a self-
supporting community.

A further example of the importance of economic depth
to the stimulation of urban settlement is provided by Nancy
Baker's study of Annapolis, Maryland (1982: 61-71).
Annapolis' early period was characterized by a few basic
industries tied to shipping, specifically ship building and
lodging. At the end of the 17th century, Annapolis assumed
a political function, serving as capital to the Maryland
colony. In response to an increasing bureaucratic presence,
other industries were drawn into Annapolis. Growing urban
residence encouraged the appearance of merchants and
craftsmen from other support industries. This broadening of
the business community coincided with an increase in
shipping, a rise in the import market, and expansion in ship
building. New residents included ropemakers, shipwright,
sailmakers, staymakers, carvers, goldsmiths, butchers,
barbers, cabinet makers, curriers, pewterers, hatters,
printers and stonemasons. Expansion in each area fueled and
reinforced growth in other industries present in Annapolis.

The qualities and fluctuations of the tobacco market
made the support of any resident artisan class founded upon

its operations too difficult in the long and the short run.
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Expansion beyond a limited product and its required pro-
cesses of cultivation and marketing was critical to the
survival of Tidewater towns. While a broad economic base
was not the sole determinant for success, clearly it made
the difference for towns with other centralizing, activity-
attracting features such as a church or courthouse. A broad
base made towns such as Hampton, Norfolk, Urbanna and
Yorktown the most successful and prosperous of the legis-
lated port towns while other settlements such as Cobham,
Bermuda Hundred and Queenstown, despite their public and
economic institutions, were limited by the success of

tobacco.

We set sail and came as far as Yorktown
and landed at Gloucester and there we
supped and lay that night. This town is
of one side of York River and Yorktown
on the other side opposite to it.

John Fontaine, 1715
(Alexander 1972: 82)

Yorktown and Gloucestertown developed in very similar
counties demographically and economically, being areas of
early settlement and rich tobacco producers; yet there were
some very significant differences. There is little reason
to suppose that the difference could be found in the
physical qualities of the ports; it is not likely that
Yorktown's wharves were more sheltered or better placed than
Gloucestertown's which were snug inside a cove. The answer

lies quite clearly in the types of facilities set around the
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wharves and on the bank of the river. Yorktown had a
church, courthouse, customs house, and an impressive array
of warehouses and stores and lodgings. Gloucestertown had
none of the former and only a few of the other establish-
ments. The economic base of Yorktown could expand far
beyond that of Gloucestertown which was tied to the cyclical
depressions of the tobacco market. Gloucestertown did not
have the necessary economic foundation for supporting an
artisan class. Thus, the in-town services of Yorktown were
dispersed throughout Gloucester County. Carpenters,
brickmakers, weavers and millwrights could be found more
often on plantations with other such specialists.

As outlined here and in earlier chapters, Gloucester-
town had very few positive factors to spur its development.
Weighed against any favorable attributes were a number of
severe deficiencies: no church, no courthouse, placement in
a non-central location, and a limited economic base which
made the attraction of a resident artisan class unlikely.
Given such constraints, Gloucestertown was unlikely to have
been successfully established, let alone developed to any
extent. Yet Gloucestertown was settled for nearly a century
and we are faced with a contradiction unless we find another
source for its strength and another reason for the commit-
ment of Gloucester County residents to the town.

The presence of some other factor or motivation

unconnected with the town legislation and its stated goal is
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apparent. The following section seeks to draw this
motivation from Gloucestertown's rich historical background.
Based on an ethnographic analysis of the town residents for
cultural categories, structures and values, it is felt that
a community existed in Gloucestertown, a strong corporation
which was responsible for Gloucestertown's continued
participation within the Tidewater's network of burgeoning
towns, and which gave strength and meaning to the town's
existence. Indeed, it was an extension of a community
already defined by plantation society, by Virginians of a
certain social and economic class, with certain values and
aims. The presence of a community among town residents
seems to have given its members a source of motivation and
further sustenance for maintaining their urban existence
despite adverse economic and social conditions. And perhaps
the guiding values at the heart of the community were not
wholly unconnected with the aims of the town legislators
after all, that of establishing a 'more regular settlement'

with its promised amenities of English town life.



CHAPTER IV
THE COMMUNITY

Item two young horses to my good friends
Majr Lawrence Smith & Majr Robert
Beverley whom I entrust to be a guide to
my dear wife.

Will of Edward Dobson, 1677
Abingdon Parish
(Mason 1948: 52)

Your Friend & Kinsman Nat. Burwell.
Letter to John Norton, 1768
Gloucester County
(Mason 1937: 61)

Thomas Bender, in Community and Social Change in

America (1982), defines community as "a limited number of
people in a somewhat restricted social space or network held
together by shared understanding and a sense of obligation"
(p.7). The community is based on and reinforced by common
interests and values, shared experience, and a feeling of
mutuality. It provides emotional satisfaction and economic
support to its members through the social network it
creates.

The structures of community life shape the behavioral
patterns of members, providing a system of shared meanings
to direct and sustain. These structures alter from one
community to the next, based on the needs and resources of

the members, to service a variety of wants and essential
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requirements of daily living. The internal structure of a
community guides association and alliance, the exchange and
sharing of resources, the values for judging behavior and
new associations, the attribution of status, and the
definition of community norms.

Associational categories provide the basis for social
interaction, group formation and social positioning in
Clachan on the Isle of Lewis (Mewett 1982). Through
kinship, neighborhood, and church, relationships are
simplified and classified into appropriate contexts of
behavior. Kinship provides a sense of belonging; through
it, behavioral traits and position are ascribed to an
individual. Kinship also forms the basis of a reciprocal
network of obligation. The neighborhood provides a social
context for exchange and mutual aid on a broader level. The
church presents standards by which daily life can be judged,
creating common ground for association.

The community is the most basic unit of organization
among humans next to affinal and consanguineous ties.
Kinship clearly plays an important role in the structure of
many communities. David Schneider has found kinship to act
as a system of symbols, devices of meaning which guide
behavior and association (1972). In Elmdon, England
community structure is based on kin networks and provides
the model for class and status identification (Strathern

1982). Using these networks, members are able to



80
differentiate between individuals or to unify the village in
contacts with outsiders.

Community often performs an economic role. Anthony
Cohen finds that the social organization of Whalsay,
Shetland, which forms the structural basis of that commu-
nity, changed while masked by historical traditions and
values (Cohen 1982). This organization once served real
economic needs, helping in the distribution of limited
resources; with a change in Whalsay's economic strategy,
these associational categories have become symbolic idioms
only. The economic role of the community seems to be cross-
cultural. Family coalitions served as networks of economic
importance in 17th century Cape Cod, Massachusetts by
keeping land and economic resources in the family through
marriage and inheritance (Yentsch 1975). These alliances
were redefined with changing needs in the 18th century.

Normative definition and regulation are functions of
community. John Demos finds in studying witchcraft in 17th
century New England communities that the interactive nature
of the community and its ongoing dialogue can lead to
conflict over social values (1982). The accusations and
trials of suspected witches served to enforce the shared
morals and values of community members. Because certain
individuals did not conform to prevailing social standards
set by these New England communities, the response of the

community members, in defense of their wvalues, was to
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conduct a series of proceedings against the deviants in the
form of a trial for witchcraft. In this manner, witchcraft
served to define and sustain the ties of the community.
Their values provided the basis for conflict and resolution
which, in turn, reaffirmed and reinforced them, defining
what was unacceptable behavior. Emotional involvement with
the trials acted to unify, sustain, even strengthen the
bonds of these communities.

These various studies show the flexibility of community
structures to fit the needs of those being served, from
directing association and exchange to ascribing status and
defining behavior. Stephen Innes' examination of 17th
century Springfield, Massachusetts shows how the lack of
'community' caused a reorganization of structures in that
settlement (1983). The role of the Pynchon family in
developing and financing the town and its activities
supplanted the traditional role of the community. By
controlling large areas of land and subsidizing all indus-
tries, the Pynchons projected themselves into the roles of
mediators and providers. They served as the political link
to the rest of the colony. As providers, the Pynchons
imported and employed laborers for a variety of tasks, and
made available land for rent, commercial goods for purchase
and consumption, and credit and financing for various
undertakings. .

The uncertainty of tenancy, economic success and
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employment made life a constant struggle for Springfield
residents. Dependency on the Pynchon family and organi-
zation displaced the characteristically sustaining bonds of
the community; these socio-economic conditions led to the
formation of a materialistic, self-serving orientation among
Springfield residents. 1Individual needs took precedence;
these were satisfied through the strengthening of the
patron-client relationship, to the neglect of neighborly
relations. This is reflected in the numerous accounts of
criminal and civil court proceedings. Clearly, the lack of
community ties leaves a void which may be filled in other
ways, but which may also be less satisfying or desirable
perhaps.

Interestingly, all the studies mentioned above are of
communities placed in actual physical locations, specifi-
cally in towns and villages. Historical studies of the
community in New England have shown the nature of social
interaction in New England towns and the importance of the
community in shaping behavioral patterns. The community is
not dependent on locality, however; rather, the town is Jjust
one of several forms in which the community exists. For the
17th and 18th centuries in New England, the town did provide
the main context for community life. In 17th century
Virginia, this was not the case because of the absence of
towns.

The social networks described by Bender existed between
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residents of a plantation and between Virginians of a common
social and economic status in the 17th century. Knowing
that community was not necessarily linked to towns, we
should be aware of its changing form as it shifted from
plantation to town. This transition did not take place
immediately, nor did this new form of social organization
replace or even dominate the preexisting community networks
among and within the plantations. ©Not until the late 17th
and the early 18th centuries do towns become a regular
feature in the Tidewater area. The community becomes very
significant, then, in the study of settlement patterns and
in understanding why Virginians lived as they did. This
shift from a rural to an urban setting did take place; a
community did exist in Gloucestertown, where residents
shared similar backgrounds, interests, values, and social
rank, and were associated through business, family and
friendship. Understanding the social context of their lives
helps us to interpret the material remains of Gloucestertown
because it provides possible reasons for the behavioral
patterns which created these remains and which are reflected

in their deposition.

The place consists of some 30 houses
which belong generally to wealthy people
who have great plantations in the county.

Johann Ewald on
Gloucestertown, 1781
(Ewald 1979: 321)
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The 1707 plat of Gloucestertown, drawn by Miles Cary,
lists the first purchasers, numbering 58, of town lots
between the first and second town acts (1680 and 1691) (see
Figure 11). Searching through historical documents shows
the presence of networks and alliances among many of these
men, and shared characteristics in terms of their residence
patterns, political and religious aspirations, and family
and business ties: common ground in their views of society
and daily living.

David Alexander, resident of Petsworth Parish in
Gloucester County until his death in 1720, possessed many of
these characteristics in his historical profile. Alexander
was a large and wealthy land owner in a tobacco-rich area,
holding 1050 acres in Petsworth Parish in 1704/5 (Smith
1957: 86). "Capt. Alexanders quarter in the Neck" was a
frequent reference, a landmark, in the surveying of
precincts as recorded in the Vestry Book for Petsworth
Parish (Chamberlayne 1933: 30), reflecting Alexander's
important role within the parish and his status within the
county at large. Alexander was a man of responsibility as a
justice of the peace between 1714 and 1720 (Mason 1946:
121), a captain of the militia (Chamberlayne 1933: 129-130),
and within Petsworth Parish where he took the Anglican Oath
of Allegiance in 1699, a vestryman from 1699-1715 and
churchwarden between 1701-1702 (Chamberlayne 1933: 32-152).

The vestry records show also that Dr. Alexander worked in



Figure 11: List of Initial Gloucestertown Investors
Courtesy of the Filson Club, Kentucky.
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the service of the parish "Effecting a Cure" and in giving
"physick and attendance" (Chamberlayne 1933: 32-86). Other
parish duties included keeping bastard children in 1704 and
1718, processioning tobacco in one of the precincts, and
helping the sick and the poor (Chamberlayne 1933: 83, 141).
Alexander assumed a regular position of responsibility and
leadership within Petsworth Parish and Gloucester County;
his sons continued to meet his responsibilities and take on
their own after his death, with John aiding in the
maintenance of parish residents and David Jr. serving as a
county justice, vestryman and churchwarden, and as a militia
officer.

Alexander is not typical, perhaps, of all the lot
owners but many traits identified with his lifestyle are to
be found among his associates in the purchase of town lots.
Not all lot owners can be located in the documentary record,
but many of them are immediately visible and provide us with
interesting details about their lives. These gentlemen had
a notable impact on other members in the community and in
the colony as well.

Edmund Berkeley, another major land holder, purchased
lot no.10 located directly on the Gloucestertown cove where
it merges with the York River. The Quit Rent Roll identi-
fies only 750 acres in Middlesex County belonging to
Berkeley in 1704/5 (p.87), but his will of 1718 shows an

additional 4000+ acres in King William County, a tract in
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King and Queen County, and a tract in Petsworth Parish,
Gloucester County. These parcels were divided among his
sons at his death (Mason 1948: 46). The purchase of one of
the best waterfront lots in Gloucestertown, combined with
his outside land holdings, identifies him as an investor; in
this case, his interest in the town's future as a port is
shown.

Although not apparent from the Quit Rent Roll, Berkeley
also resided in Abingdon Parish for some time; the births of
his four children are recorded in the parish register
between 1704 and 1711 (Lee 1892: 28-36). His residence here
is attributable to familial ties which linked Berkeley to
Abingdon Parish through John and Mary Mann of Timberneck.
Mary Mann nee Kemp was Berkeley's mother; after the death of
Edmund Berkeley Sr., she was remarried to John Mann (Mason
1948: 40). Mann died between 1693 and 1695; he left to his
'son-in-law' £50 sterling and half of his land which would
include atleast 300 acres in Abingdon Parish for Berkeley
(Mason 1948: 40).

Berkeley may have resided at Timberneck, the Mann
homestead, during these years; as guardian for his half
sister Mary's children by Matthew Page and trustee of the
property they were to receive, he may have lived at the
plantation. Berkeley was charged with the care of the
cattle, horses, mares, sheep, hogs, working tools, slaves

and household necessities which accompanied £2000 sterling
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held in trust and Timberneck. Mann Page was to receive the
plantation when he reached his majority (Mason 1848: 41).
Perhaps Berkeley lived on his own lot in Gloucestertown, one
of the largest as well as the best sited lots in the port,
or perhaps on the lot which was still held in John Mann's
name in 1707. Whatever the case, he was quite clearly a
resident of Abingdon Parish in the early 18th century before
moving on to Middlesex County in 1714.

Berkeley was a man of wealth and status. There are
other indications of this beyond his land holding status
which show that Berkeley was an important and respected
resident of the colony. As a member of the Governor's
Council in 1713 (Mason 1946: 120), a role of obvious social
and political standing, and as an officer of the militia,
Berkeley was frequently accorded the title of esquire. He
is said to have owned a library of 103 books (Wright 1940:
147), a rare commodity among most Virginians in a
predominantly oral culture. A deed records the sale of four
slaves by Benjamin Clements, another Gloucestertown lot
owner, to Berkeley in 1714/15 (Mason 1948: 45); it is likely
that he owned more. Many of his purchases were paid for in
pounds sterling, including that for 25 head of "black
Cattell, hogs & other things", purchased from Robert Peyton
for £145 in 1714 (Mason 1948: 45). Further status came from
his associations; Berkeley was well connected to other

leading families within the county and the colony, including
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the Manns and Kemps, the Burwells (his wife, Lucy, was the
daughter of Major Lewis Burwell, a Gloucestertown lot
owner), the Pages and the Rings.

The Mumford family arrived in Gloucester County by the
1670s and members still lived in the county by the late 18th
century, thus exhibiting one trait of Gloucestertown lot
owners: continuity of residence within the county. Joseph's
father, Edward, patented 80 acres on Tindall's Point in 1679
(Mason 1946: 56). As a resident of Abingdon Parish, the
births of his children were recorded in the parish register
(Lee 1892: 8-12). Edward Mumford's associates, indicated by
his 1679 patent, included the Fleets and Todds who were
among the earliest Gloucester Point residents. Elizabeth
Bannister, widow, was the mother of lot owner John
Bannister; she sold a piece of property to Mumford. Other
associates, neighbors in fact, included John Bannister, as
heir to his father's property on the Point, and Richard
Booker, another landowner on the Point and a 1707 lot owner.

Edward Mumford's son, Joseph, built his place in the
county as heir to Edward. During the time he spent in
Abingdon Parish, Mumford accumulated property and status as
a slaveholder, as an appraiser for the court, and as a man
due the title of 'Mr'. Mumford was an appraiser for Robert
Mynne's estate in 1719; Mynne's daughter was Sarah Thruston
who would be the wife of Gloucestertown merchant John

Thruston in the 1740s. Other participants in this court-
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sponsored event were Edward Booker, son of 1707 lot owner
Richard Booker, and James Holt, yet another lot holder.
Mumford's son was born in Abingdon Parish in 1719; Thomas
married Sarah Booker, granddaughter of Richard Booker.
Though on the lower end of the economic and social scale,
Mumford still acquired standing within the community as a
servant of the court, as a long time resident, and through
his family associations.

James Ransome 1is another representative of many
gualities possessed by the early Gloucestertown lot owners.
His father settled in the 1650s along North River (Mason
1946: 61). Having committed his future to residence in
Gloucester County, Peter Ransome built a sizeable estate of
1100 acres which he left for his two sons at his death
(Mason 1946: 61). James Ransome's share formed the basis
for the political and economic status he enjoyed. Holder of
1400 acres in Kingston Parish in his own right by 1704/5,
Ransome also managed the estate of his niece Elizabeth,
consisting of 500 acres on the North River, hogs, two mares,
and a plantation (Mason 1948: 121). Ransome was a respected
individual in his community, on the county and the colony
level; he thus earned the title of esquire to indicate his
status. Ransome was a member of the House of Burgesses
between 1692 and 1706, and a county justice from 1702 to
1706 (Mason 1946: 121); he held a high rank in the militia

as a colonel; and between 1679 and 1706 he served Kingston
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Parish as vestryman and churchwarden (Chamberlayne 1929).
Such was his standing in the parish that Ransome built a
family pew in 1691.

A last profile of a Gloucestertown lot owner is
provided by Colonel Henry Whiting. The Whiting family had a
lengthy associationvwith Gloucester County. The colonel's
father, Major Henry Whiting, is known to have settled here
by the 1680s when his joint patents with John Buckner appear
for the Elmington-Exchange Tract, multiple purchases of land
in excess of one thousand acres (Mason 1946: 14). Whiting's
descendants are traced in Gloucester County and Gloucester-
town through parish registers, court records, and the
1770/1782 tax lists (see Figure 12).

The family tree for the Whitings shows the colonel and
his descendants to be well connected with leading county
families and with men associated through Gloucestertown.
Colonel Whiting was married to the daughter of lot owner
Peter Beverley. His brother Francis married a Perrin (the
Perrins were 1707 lot owners); another brother Thomas
married into the Kemp family (also related to the Manns and
Berkeleys, early lot owners, and to William Kemp, 1707 lot
owner). Later generations married into the Cooke, Perrin
and Beverley families several times, as well as to a Burwell
and a Hubbard, descendants of lot owners, and to the
Thruston family, the patriarch of that family being John

Thruston, Gloucestertown merchant.



Figure 12: The Whiting Family Treé

2 ynderline indicates families associated with
Gloucestertown.
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Colonel Whiting had a strong political background as
well. His father was a burgess, councillor and court
member, militia officer, sheriff and deputy escheator.

Among his descendants were 4 sheriffs, 2 burgesses, 5
justices, and 7 militia officers in the 18th century,
indicating a continuing tradition of political involvement
and acquired social prestige as a result. Tied into this
attribution of status was Whiting's position as a major land
owner with 800 acres in Ware Parish. His son Thomas held
1410 acres, slaves, and two lots in Gloucestertown in 1770
when the tax list was drawn up (Mason 1946: 104).

Stepping back from these personal profiles, the
characteristics displayed by these men appear to belong to
many other Gloucestertown lot owners in terms of land
holdings, residency, economic and social status, business
and political interests, education, family associations, and
prominence within the community. Table 5 charts the land
holdings and other known characteristics and attributes of
the pre-1707 lot owners, showing clear and definite patterns
among these men and shared characteristics between them.

All but four purchasers were known residents of
Gloucester County at some time during the late 17th or 18th
centuries (93%). There is no information thus far on three
of these men, but the fourth most likely was a member of a
long established Gloucester County family, the Todds, who

purchased land on Gloucester Point as early as the 1650s.



Table 5: Socio-Economic Characteristics
of pre-1707 Gloucestertown Lot Purchasers
Name Residence? Holdings Offices/Property/Titles
Aldred, Kingston P. 350ac.
Samuel
Alexander, Petsworth 1050ac. vestryman, churchwarden,
physician militia officer, justice
Bannister, Abingdon¥* 2750ac. customs officer/ slaves/
John (Kingston 650ac.) addressed as 'Mr.'
Bates, Abingdon¥* unknown addressed as "Mr.'
Henr (Ware 200ac.)
Baytop Gl. County unknown addressed as 'Mr.'
Berkeley, Abingdon* unknown Councillor, militia/
Edmund (Middlesex Co 750ac) slaves, books, livestock,
(Pets. P. unknown) +4500ac. elsewhere/ esq.
Beverley, Petsworth unknown Burgess, clerk; surveyor;
Peter (Ware 800ac.) Councillor; parish clerk;
(Kingston 230ac.) county clerk; militia;
treasurer, auditor of
colony; escheator
Boswell, Abingdon 1100ac.
Thomas
Bradley, Abingdon* 21l1lac.
Abraham
Bristow, R. Ware 2050ac. Burgess, militia officer/
merchant (Kingston 900ac.) esquire
Bryan, Abingdon¥* 400ac. addressed as 'Mr.'
Robert
Buckner, J. Petsworth 300ac. Burgess, clerk of court,
planter/ (Ware +2000ac.) vestryman, parish clerk/
merchant addressed as 'Mr.'
Burwell, Abingdon* 3300ac. Councillor, court,
Lewis (other +23000ac.) militia/ slaves/ gent.
Carter, Petsworth l1102ac. Councillor, Burgess,
Robert (other militia, justice, vestry-
by 1732 +300000ac.) man, churchwarden,trustee
customs collector/slaves/
esquire, 'Mr.'
Caudle, Abingdon* unknown
James
Clements, B. Abingdon* 500ac. slaves/ title of 'Mr.'
planter/ (Pets.P. 400ac.)
merchant (King Wm Co 600ac.)
CookeC€ Petsworth 350ac. surveyor/ mill/ 'Mr.°
Cooper, P. Ware 200ac.



merchant/planter

Name Residence Holdings Offices/Property/Titles
Crafield, unknown unknown
Edward
Crimes, W. Petsworth 400ac. churchwarden, vestryman/
plantexr/ gentleman, 'Mr.'
physician
Dixon, Abingdon¥* 200ac. slaves/ title of 'Mr.'
Richard (York Co. 450ac.)
Dobson, Abingdon* 400ac.
Edward
Dunbar¢ Abingdon* unknown title of 'Mr.'
gunner or ferryman
Erbrough, Abingdon* 100ac. house
Robert
Errington, unknown unknown
John
Graves, Abingdon* 280ac. title of 'Mr.'
Thomas
Green, T. Petsworth unknown churchwarden, vestryman/
physician title of 'Mr.'
Gwyn, Kingston 1100ac. justice, militia officer/
John title of 'Mr.'
Holt, Abingdon* unknown slaves, servants/ 'Mr.'
James
Hubbard, Petsworth 100ac. parish processioner/
Richard title of "Mr.'
Kerby, unknown unknown
William
Lassell, Kingston 230ac.
Edward (Ware 200ac.?)
Lee, Petsworth 1140ac. Councillor, court,
Richard customs collector,
militia/ gent., esquire
Mann, Abingdon 600ac. mill, slaves/ gent.
John
May, Petsworth unknown clerk of Petsworth Parish
Philip
Mixen, John Abingdon* 400ac.
Mumford, Abingdon* 80ac. appraiser/ slaves/ 'Mr.'
Joseph
Nichols, Abingdon¥* unknown
Humphrey
Poole, Ware 600ac.
Thomas (Eliz.City 1200ac.?)
Porteus, E. Petsworth 500ac. vestryman, churchwarden/

gentleman, 'Mr.’



Name Residence Holdings Offices/Property/Titles
Ransome, Kingston 1400ac. justice, Burgess,
James militia, vestryman,
churchwarden/ gentleman
Reade, Petsworth unknown gentleman
Benjamin (Kingston 550ac.) lot in Yorktown
(York County unknown)
Scott, Petsworth unknown parish processioner
Thomas (other unknown)
Smith, Abingdon* 200ac. Burgess, Councillor,
John (Pets.P. 1300ac.) court, justice, sheriff,
surveyor, militia, tob.
inspector/ slaves/esquire
Smith, Abingdon +2000ac. Burgess, surveyor,
Lawrence militia/ slaves/ Mr.
Starke, Abingdon 100ac.
Robert (York Co. 250ac.)
Stoakes, Abingdon¥* 300ac. title of "Mr.'
John
Stubbs, Abingdon* 300ac. processioner, surveyor/
John (Pets.P. 300ac.) slaves/ title of 'Mr.'
Thornton, Petsworth 525ac. vestryman/ title of 'Mr.'
William (Rappahannock 2000ac.)
Thurston, Petsworth 50ac. militia officer/ gent.
Robert
Todd, Abingdon? unknown
John
Waring, Kingston 152ac. vestryman, militia/
Henry title of 'Mr.'
Warner, Abingdon unknown wife of Burgess, militia
Madam Mildred (York Co. 29ac.) officer, council, court
White, Abingdon¥* 100ac.
Chillion (King Wm Co. 300ac.)
Whiting, Ware 800ac. justice, sheriff,
Henry escheator, militia
Williams, Abingdon¥* unknown
John (York Co. 100ac.)
(Kingston 50ac.)
(King & Queen 410ac.)
Willis, Ware 3000ac. Burgess, militia/
Francis esquire
Wormeley, Petsworth 400ac. Burgess, Councillor,
Ralph (Middlesex Co. 5200ac.) secretary of state,

customs collector,
justice, militia/ esquire



*indicates listing in the Abingdon Parish Register.
indicates 1707 lot owner.

residence listed by parish unless otherwise designated.
possibly Thomas Bacop listed in the Quit Rent Roll,
1704/5 for 200 acres in Ware Parish; Baytops were
residing in Ware Parish later.

presumed to be Thomas Cooke of Petsworth Parish

Gawen Dunbar or Richard Dunbar

oo

0
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The families of 23 lot owners are known to have been
inhabitants of Gloucester County since it was first opened
to settlement in the 1640s through the 1660s (39.7%). The
Lees, Ransomes, Burwells, Graves, and Bannisters were among
the first to settle here; Burwell and Lee forebearers
perhaps even before the massacre of 1644. The first member
of the Graves family in Virginia arrived at Jamestown in
1608. His son, the father of the lot owner, patented 295
acres in Gloucester County in 1657, including 55 acres on
Timberneck Creek where he chose to settle (near Tindall's
Point) (Mason 1946: 33). James Ransome's father, Peter,
settled on North River in the 1650s. The patents of John
Bannister's father, who appears in the historical record by
the 1650s, show many associations with early Gloucestertown
lot owners even at this early date. The arrival of 13
others can be traced to the 1670s (22.4%), 10 to the 1680s
(17.2%), and 5 to the 1690s (8.6%). There is nothing to
indicate the time at which the remaining 7 arrived (12.1%).
Atleast 36 lot owners, then, lived in Gloucester County
before the first town act (62.1%) (Table 6).

The descendants of atleast 30 lot owners, over half of
the group, are known to have still made their homes in
Gloucester County during the 18th century (51.7%). The
offspring of many lot owners appear in the Gloucester County
tax lists for 1770 and 1782. Thomas Bates of Ware Parish

made claim to one free male, two slaves, two horses, and



Table 6:

Residence Patterns of
pre~1707 Gloucestertown Lot Purchasers

a

EFarliest Recorded Presence in Gloucester County

1660s or

earlier 1670s 1680s unknown
Bannister Bryan Bates* Alexander* Aldred
Beverley¥* Berkeley* Boswell Baytop*
Buckner* Carter Bradley* Nichols Caudle
Burwell* Cooper Clements Crafield
Bristow Crimes Dixon* Errington
Cooke* Dunbar¥* Lassell Kerby
Dobson* Erbrough Mixen Starke
Holt* May* Porteus* 7 12.1%
Hubbard* Mumford* Thurston*

Lee Poole White

Graves?* Stubbs* 10 17.2%

Gwyn Whiting¥*

Mann* Williams

Ransome* 13 22.4%

Scott*

Smith, J.*

Smith, L.*

Stoakes*

Thornton*

Todd

Warner

Willis*

Wormeley

23 39.7%

a

Based on appearances in county records and land patents;
family arrivals may predate these figures which represent

the first known appearance in the documentary record.

* Continued residence of family in Gloucester County is

indicated.
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twelve cattle, for which he paid tax (Mason 1946: 90).
Thomas Baytop owned 220 1/3 acres, the services of 1 free
male, 10 slaves, 2 horses, and 13 cattle; he was also
trustee of 1800 acres in Ware Parish along with John Dixon,
a descendant of lot owner Richard Dixon (Mason 1946: 77).
James Baytop Jr. held a 439 acre estate in 1770 and a 332
acre tract in 1782 along with 1 free male, 11 slaves, 3
horses, 11 cattle and 2 'wheels' in Petsworth Parish (Mason
1946: 97). Others named in the tax lists include Edmund
Berkeley, the son or grandson of the lot owner, and Thomas
Whiting, who held two lots in Gloucestertown at that time.
The tax lists also hint at a greater prosperity for these
families. The presence of many other families continuing to
reside in Gloucester County is detected through their con-
tinued role in politics and county administration, through
entries in the Abingdon Parish Register, the Petsworth
Parish Vestry Book, and assorted Gloucester County records.

This set of figures indicates, then, a long residence
within Gloucester County by most of the owners, from ten
years and on, and continued long residence by their families
in the 18th century. They had strong ties to county
interests and were contributors to the county's development
as a wealthy, tobacco-rich area. As such, they were very
likely to show an interest in the laying out, planning, and
settlement of the new town on Gloucester Point, perhaps as

'civic minded' individuals as in Yorktown and perhaps as
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investors in the town's future.

The chief residence of 28 lot owners (48.3%) was
Abingdon Parish, in which Gloucestertown was located.
Petsworth Parish was home to 17 owners (29.3%). Five came
from Ware Parish (8.6%) and four came from Kingston Parish
(6.9%). The residence of four lot owners is unknown (6.9%).
Clearly, the majority of the lot owners were drawn from
Abingdon and Petsworth, the parishes closest to
Gloucestertown and most closely associated with the York
River, an important point of access for those with shipping
and mercantile interests.

The land holdings of these fifty-eight men are of
interest in determining their character and standing. This
information was drawn from the Quit Rent Roll of 1704/5 and
various county records (Lee 1892; Mason 1946, 1948; Smith
1957). A fee of two shillings per 100 acres was collected
sporadically after 1639 on all lands granted in the colony
by patent (Beverley 1705: 249). The resulting Quit Rent
Rolls listed every or nearly every land owner by county and
by acreage. The only extant list is, happily, for 1704/5,
giving us information on nearly all 1707 lot owners and many
of the early lot owners as well. Using the rolls and other
sources, the holdings of all but eleven lot owners may be
charted and thus compared.

In their analysis of Middlesex County residents between

1650 and 1750, the Rutmans divided the planter class into
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three groups based on the size of their holdings: small
planters averaged 179.9 acres, those in the middle range
averaged 297.7 acres, and the planters at the high end of
the scale averaged 828.5 acres (Rutman and Rutman 1984: 154-
157). Billings also separated the planter class into three
groups, with the small planter averaging 50-200 acres in the
late 17th century (Billings 1975: 108-110). Billings noted
that of the 375 men he classified as great planters and
members of the ruling elite between 1660 and 1676, their
average holdings were 4200 acres. Morgan figured the
average holdings of the Virginia landowner to be 417 acres
in 1704, based on the Quit Rent Roll (Morgan 1975: 431-342).
This is somewhat higher than the Rutmans' estimate, but the
latter is for a one hundred year period and Morgan does also
indicate that the average holdings decreased to 336 acres in
1750. The figures would obviously vary from county to
county. These different estimates serve to provide a range
with which to work.

There is a range of wealth represented among the
Gloucestertown lot owners. At the top, we find Robert
Carter who owned 1100 acres in Petsworth Parish in 1704/5
and some 300,000 acres, primarily in the Northern Neck, 1000
negroes, and £10,000 at his death (Wright 1940). At the
other end of the spectrum is Robert Thurston who is known
only to have held a 50 acre tract. To aﬁalyze this expanse

of economic wellbeing, an examination of the lot owners'
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land holdings is made. For the purposes of this study, it
is more useful perhaps to combine the estimates of Morgan,
Billings, and the Rutmans and divide the planters into four
classes to allow the most recovery of data: small planters
falling between 50-200 acres, the middle range from 201-599
acres, large planters from 600-999 acres, and great planters
above 1000 acres. Using this categorization, a clear
separation into two groups appears, a clear polarization or
alignment of planters among the Gloucestertown lot owners
into middle planters and great planters (Table 7).

There are only seven men owning 50-200 acres of land
alone (12.1%). Seventeen of the lot owners are in the
middle range of 201-599 acres (29.3%). Three fall into the
next category, 600-999 acres (%.2%). The largest group,
represented by eighteen lot owners, held estates over 1000
acres, members of Billings' ruling elite (31.0%). Mildred
Warner, though known from a deed to have held a single plot
of land totaling 29 acres as a widow (Mason 1948: 117), was
the wife of Colonel Augqustine Warner whose estate was also
above 1000 acres (1.7%). The holdings of twelve lot owners
are as yet unknown (20.7%), but based on other background
information, two might fall into the third class of large
planters while the others would more likely be middle to
small planters.

The majority of the lot owners seem to be drawn from

the middle or great planter classes, then. As this chart is



Table 7: Land Holding Status
of pre-1707 Gloucestertown Lot Purchasers

Acreage
50-200 201-599 600-999 1000-up unknown
Bates Aldred Dixon Alexander Baytop
Cooper Bradley Mann Bannister Todd
Erbrough Bryan Whitin Berkeley (601-999) *
Hubbard Cooke 3 5.2% Beverley Caudle
Mumford Crimes Boswell Crafield
Thurston Dobson Bristow Dunbar
Warin Graves Buckner Errington
7 12.1% Lassell Burwell Green
Mixen Carter Holt
Poole Clements Kerby
Porteus Gwyn May
Reade Lee Nichols
Starke Ransome Scott
Stoakes Smith, J. (50-599) *
Stubbs Smith, L. 12 20.7%
White Thornton Sr.
Williams Willis
17 29.3% Wormeley
18 31.0%

Madam Warner

1 1.7%

* suggested holdings based on background information.
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based only on known planter holdings, it is likely that
several of these gentlemen would be moved up the scale if
all their holdings were discovered; land sales indicate that
Mann and Whiting could both easily be moved into the great
planter class. The average holdings of the 45 men with
known parcels of land in Gloucester County, totaling 38,700
acres, is 860 acres, a very high standard.

The Quit Rent Roll of 1704/5 can be used to break the
holdings down on a parish level for some of the men (Table
8). In Abingdon Parish, three of the seven parish residents
with estates over 1000 acres owned lots in Gloucestertown
before 1707. Their holdings comprised 28% of the parish
lands, 8050 of 28,426 acres. Major Burwell was the second
largest land owner in Gloucester County at the time of the
Quit Rent Roll. Interestingly, two of the remaining four
with estates of 1000 acres or more held lots in 1707. Their
holdings of 1000 and 2000 acres, when combined with the pre-
1707 lot owners, represent 39% of the land in Abingdon
Parish. Two gentlemen not included in the Quit Rent Roll as
earlier residents of the parish also held estates of 1100
and at least 2000 acres.

In Petsworth Parish in 1705, there were 9 estates over
1000 acres in size; four of their owners held lots in
Gloucestertown. Their combined holdings added up to 11.2%
of the 41,132 acres in Petsworth Parish. Six estates

exceeded 1000 acres in Ware Parish as listed in the Quit



Table 8: Major Land Holders by Parish Among

Parish

Abingdon:

1704/5 Bannister

Quit Rent Smith, J.

Roll Burwell

Land Boswell

Patents Smith, L.

Petsworth:

1704/5 Alexander

Quit Rent Carter

Roll Lee
Smith, J.

Ware:

1704/5 Bristow

Quit Rent Willis

Roll

Land Buckner

Patents

Kingston:

1704/5 Gwyn

Quit Rent Ransome

Roll

Gloucester County:

2750
2000

1704/5 holdings
11 estates

pre-1707 Gloucestertown Lot Purchasers?

acres 28% of parish lands
acres

acres 11.2% of parish lands
acres 16% of parish lands
acres

acres 5.3% of parish lands

total=147,698 acres
total= 20,192 acres

13.7% of county lands

@ maken from 1704/5 Quit Rent Roll (Smith 1957).
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Rent Roll; two of these belonged to lot owners and
represented 16% of Ware's 31,603 acres. John Buckner,
deceased by the time of the 1704/5 listing, also held over
2000 acres in Ware as part of the Elmington-Exchange Tract
patented with Major Henry Whiting, father of the lot owner.
And in Kingston Parish, of 9 estates comprised of over 1000
acres, two belonged to lot owners, representing 5.3% of the
total 46,537 acres in the parish. All together, these
eleven gentlemen found in the 1704/5 Quit Rent Roll held
13.7% of the land in Gloucester County in 1705: 20,192 acres

out of 147,698 acres in total.

Ben a Male Negro belonging to Mr Holts
Estate.

Abingdon Parish Register, 1741
(Lee 1892: 101)

There are other indicators of wealth among the lot
owners. John Bannister inherited a plantation and house
that his father leased out during his lifetime (Mason 1946:
5). Benjamin Reade and John Williams owned large tracts of
land which were selected as sites for the 50 acre port towns
of York and Gloucester Counties. For this, they received
1000 1li. sweet scented or Oranoco, the best grade of tobacco
(Mason 1948: 113). Reade also owned a lot in Yorktown.

Among the wills that survive there are bequests of a
monetary nature in many, a significant occurrence as the

majority of Virginians conducted their transactions with
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tobacco as the form of currency; British currency was rare
and for a time prohibited in the colony. John Mann willed
£500 sterling to his stepson Edmund Berkeley; his wife Mary
left jewelry to a loved one at her death (Mason 1948: 40-
41). Berkeley himself frequently paid for land purchases in
pounds sterling and willed to his daughters "all money in
Great Britain, Virginia and elsewhere" (Mason 1948:46).

Slaves were introduced into Gloucester County on a
large scale in the 1690s. Eleven lot owners were known to
have been slave holders. One owner, James Holt, had a
servant girl who gave birth to a daughter in 1687, recorded
in the Abingdon Parish Register (Lee 1892: 11); the baby
would most likely have been brought up in Holt's service or
bound to another. There are most likely other lot owners
who had access to bound labor though this is not immediately
apparent in the historical record.

The names of leading families in Gloucester County and
the colony at large appear among the lot owners. Within the
county the names of Baytop, Buckner, Cooke, Graves, Mann,
Porteus, Stubbs, Todd and Whiting stand out. Members of the
upper elite in the colony included Berkeley, Beverley, Lee,
Burwell, Carter, Smith, Warner and Wormeley. These gentle-
men were addressed with terms of respect such as esquire,
gentleman, or 'Mr". There are 37 among the lot owners with
such titles who held positions of prominence within the

community. Even on the parish level, men such as Alexander,



100
Buckner, Porteus, and Thornton provided parish members with
role models and as such were treated with deference. It is
clear that there was an unbreakable link between social
structure, political authority and economic status.

The split in land holdings among the lot owners
discussed earlier is reflected in the political and social
arena. The planters with estates over 1000 acres were the
same men holding major political offices and belonging to
leading families, Billings' ruling elite, in fact. Land was
clearly the key to upward social mobility and political
stature in a society whose economic foundation, wealth, and
entire orientation were based on a land-consuming tobacco
industry. The gentlemen in the middle planter class held
positions that were important on the county and parish level
but were less meaningful in the colony-wide political and
social hierarchy.

The Rutmans found that certain classes of planter
society each held a specific range of offices in the county
and in the colony (1984). The small planters in Middlesex
County were associated with the jobs of juror, appraiser,
processioner, patroller, and tobacco counter, all positions
of a very local nature. Positions claimed most often by
middle planters were vestryman, reader, clerk, levy
collector, auditor, viewer of tobacco, and low ranking
officer in the militia --jobs increasingly high on the

political ladder, gaining importance on the county level.
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The large or great planters distinguished themselves as
tobacco warehouse officers, clerks of court, vestrymen and
churchwardens, justices, colonels in the militia, sheriffs,
burgesses, king's attorneys, and members of the Executive
Council and General Court (Rutman and Rutman 1984: 145-
157). These were the uppermost positions open to gentlemen
on each level of administration.

Twenty-nine lot owners (50%) held some office or
position of prominence in Gloucester County or in the colony
at a variety of different levels. Twenty-two different
offices have been identified thus far. Some of these office
holders came from a background of strong political
involvement or began a tradition of political responsibility
continued by their descendants (Tables 9 and 10).

For example, the fathers of two lot owners (Whiting and
Lee) were burgesses while the descendants of six lot owners
were to serve as burgesses for their own generation
(Whiting, Burwell, Buckner, Willis and the two Smiths). One
father and two sons were councillors (Major Henry Whiting,
Lewis Burwell Jr. and John Smith). The father of Richard
Lee was secretary of the colony, member of the court and
council, a burgess, and attorney general for the colony.

The father of Colonel Henry Whiting was a burgess,
councillor, colony treasurer, member of the court, a militia
officer, and justice of the peace.

Some lot owners devoted much of their lives to their



Table 9: Political Roles of pre-1707
Gloucestertown Lot Purchasers

Colony Office No. of Lot Owners
Holding Office

House of Burgesses 11
Speaker of the House
Clerk of the House
Governor's Council
President of the Council
Member of the Court
Customs Officer
Treasurer
Secretary
Surveyor General
Auditor General
Deputy Escheator

NFENN_OOFHORN

County Office

Justice of the Peace

County Sheriff

Militia Officer 1
Clerk of Court

Tobacco Inspector

County Surveyor

Appraiser of Estates

NWRENIND

Parish Offices

Vestryman
Churchwarden

Tobacco Processioner
Parish Clerk
Surveyor of Highways

wWwo v



Table 10: Political Activity Among Descendants
of pre-1707 Gloucestertown Residents?@

A. Families:

Level of Involvement

Colony County Parish
Buckner Alexander Alexander
Burwell Baytop Buckner
Porteus Buckner Green
Smith, J. Burwell Hubbard
Smith, L. Cooke Porteus
Whiting Dixon Ransome
Willis Hubbard Stubbs

Porteus Thurston

Reade Thornton

Stubbs

Whiting

Willis

B. Positions:

Number of Offices Held by Descendants

Colony County Parish

Burgess 9 Justice 18 Vestryman 10
Council 2 Sheriff 10 Churchwarden 6
Court 2 Militia 13 Processioner 7

Town Trustee 3 Surveyor Hwys 2

Tob Inspector 1

@ Known positions represented here; there are likely to be
more, particularly among those who may have migrated from
Gloucester County.
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political careers. Robert Carter's political involvement
spanned some 55 years. In addition to being a burgess,
councillor, treasurer, naval officer, county justice, and
militia officer, Carter also served as proprietary agent for
the Northern Neck on behalf of the Fairfax family, a
position which he leased in 1726 for £450 per year in return
for collection of the quit rents (Wright 1940). The husband
of Madam Mildred Warner, Augustine (who predeceased his
wife), was a member of the House of Burgesses, council and
court during his politically active years. Warner was known
as a leader of Virginians in the late 17th century; his
importance within the political hierarchy is indicated by
Warner's position as a co-signer of a letter, dated 1673, to
the King defending the role of Governor Berkeley in the
colony (Billings 1975: 262).

On the colony level, ten Gloucestertown lot owners
served as members of the House of Burgesses and eight as
members of the Governor's Council and General Court
(including Colonel Warner). The House of Burgesses and the
Council, which together formed the General Assembly, served
the colony as the legislative and executive bodies governing
the region. The Burgesses were elected by the counties they
were to represent; thus, these individuals by needs must
have been prominent, respected men within the county.

The council members, usually twelve to sixteen in

number, were appointed by the governor with approval of the
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Crown; these were usually lifetime positions and while not
salaried, placed many other lucrative and influential
offices within their reach, especially that of customs
collector. These appointments served as a vehicle for the
distribution of patronage and favors as well. The court met
twice annually to hear criminal and civil cases, holding
jurisdiction over matters concerning 'life and limb'. As
shapers of policy, as political benefactors, and as the
final stage for appeals in legal matters, members of the
court wielded much power and influence over Virginians.

Gloucestertown lot owners occupied other positions
uppermost in Virginia society; among these are two who
served as colony treasurers, one auditor general, one
surveyor general (charged with the appointment of surveyors
in each county), two speakers for the House of Burgesses,
one clerk of the House of Burgesses, four naval officers or
customs collectors, and two deputy escheators who were
directed to administer lands which reverted to the Crown and
for which there were no heirs to claim title. All but one
of the lot owners who operated in this political sphere were
great planters, in the pattern found by the Rutmans (Table
11); the exception, Colonel Henry Whiting, held a minimum of
800 acres. His father, Major Henry Whiting, did have an
estate in excess of 1000 acres and served as a member of
Virginia's council, court, and House of Burgesses. As

stated earlier, Colonel Whiting seems to more truly belong



Table 11: Distribution of Office Holders
By Economic Class
Colony Planter Class
small middle large great
Burgess 11
Council 8
Court 8
Customs Officer 4
Secretary 2
Treasurer 2
Surveyor 1
Auditor 1
Escheator 1 _1
1 38 = 39
(3%) (97%)
County
Justice 1 6
Clerk of Court 2
Sheriff 1 1
Militia Officer 2 1 14
Surveyor 1 2
Tobacco Inspector 1
Appraiser 2 o
4 1 3 26 = 34
(12%) (3%) (9%) (76%)
Parish
Vestryman 1[1] 2 5
Churchwarden (1] 2 5
Surveyor of Hwys 2 1
Processioner 1[2] 1 2
Clerk (1] 2
2[5] 7 15 = 29
(7%) (24%) (52%)
[17%]
Total 6 [5] 8 4 15 = 102
(6%) [5%] (8%) (4%) (77%)

[] indicates suggested class of lot owners whose specific

holdings are unknown.
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in the great planter class.

Positions on the county level were more accessible to
less prominent individuals as well as to the elite of
Virginia society. Twenty-one lot owners were involved in
county administration, nearly all of them within Gloucester
County; Robert Carter, Richard Lee, and Ralph Wormeley are
known to have migrated out of the county and thus held some
of their county positions in Lancaster, Westmoreland, and
Middlesex Counties, respectively.

There were seven county justices among the lot owners;
additionally, the father of one owner and eighteen sons or
grandsons of lot owners served as justices, indicating a
continuity in leadership on the county level as well (Table
10). Two lot owners served as clerks for the Gloucester
County Court, charged with the maintenance of complete
records for all court proceedings. Although there were only
two sheriffs among the early lot owners, ten sons, grand-
sons, or great grandsons acted as sheriffs in future years.

These positions which revolved around the administra-
tion of county affairs were elemental to the formation of
social structures and influential in the placement of
individuals within the social, economic and political
hierarchy that was present in the colony. The men occupying
this step in the ladder had substantial powers to direct,
persuade and guide other residents on a basic, local level;

they had great and compelling power and authority, truly,



































































































































































































































































































































































































