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PREFACE

In the midsummer of 1770, a certain Francis Coleman announced in

the Virginia Gazette that he had a runaway slave belonging to one of

the Randolphs, "but cannot tell which. " Anyone who hasg studied the
Randolph family must appreciate Coleman's confusion, for in colonial
Virginia there were three distinct branches of Randolphs: the family
of Turkey Island, the family of Chesterfield County, and the family of
Norfolk, Furthermore, even though these families were not all blood
relatives (the Norfolk Randolphs were not related), they bore names in
common: William, John, Isham, Thomas, Edward, Richard, and Henry.
Thisg study deals with the most famous and powerful branch of the
family, the Randolphs of Turkey Island, beginning with William Randolph
I, who came to Virginia about 1670, and continuing through his ten
children and forty-three grandchildren, the last of whom died in 1806.
It examines in detail the lives of all individual family members to
determine the family's collective influence in colonial Virginia. The
Randolph3 played notable roles in the law, in letters, in politics, in
economic affairs, in society, in education, and in the church. In a
general way the outlines of the lives of the most prominent members,
such as Peyton Randolph, William Stith, and Richard Bland, are known,

while the lives of the less prominent are obscure. It has not always

*Rind's Va, C 1., July 26, 1770, 2:3.
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been easy to cull the facts about all the Randolphs, especially without
a core of personal papers to trace their inward and private thoughts.
Even without these precious papers, it has been possible to bring to-
gether from the public records and other contemporary sources many
details about the Randolphs hitherto undisclosed.

In the course of this study I have incurred many obligations--so
many, in fact, that they cannot all be listed individually. Neverthe-
less, those persons who have given me their learning and their assistance
know my gratitude. The staffs of the Virginia Historical Society; the
Virginia State Library; the Alderman Library, University of Virginia;
the Library of Congress; the Earl Gregg Swem Library, College of William
and Mary; and the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society, Wilkes-Barre,
Penngéylvania, were all courteous and helpful. In particular I acknowledge
my debt to the Research Department of Colonial Williamsburg where for more
than two years I poured over their great colliection of Virginiana. The
Research Department Staff, whom I consider my friends, are professional,
informed, and generous.

My professor, Richard Maxwell Brown, put me to study the Randolphs
of Turkey Island and guided the scope and shape of the dissertation.
Throughout his many readings of the manuscript, he has remained consis-
tently interested in the progress of my research and writing. I appreciate
his guidance and criticism.

Edward M. Riley, Director of Research, Emeritus, The Colonial
Williamshurg Foundation, has been a source of encouragement. His vast
knowledge of Virginia histoxry has kept me often from error. I cherish

his assistance.
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I am also indebted to John E. Selby and M. Boyd Coyner of the
history faculty of the Colieqe of william and Mary, to William Swindler
of the Marshall-wythe School of Law, and to Harold B. Gill, Jr., of
The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, for their careful reading and
criticism of the manuscript.

Last, but not least, I am grateful to my wife who never doubted

that "was longe wahrt wird gut."
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ABSTRACT

The Randolphs of Turkey Island were cne of the great families of
colonial Virginia. For more than a century they were prominent in law,
politics, economic affairs, education, religion, letters, and society.
This study begins with William Randolph I, who came to Virginia about
1670, and continues through his ten children and forty-three grandchil-
dren, the last of whom died in 1806. The method is prosopographical
examining in detail the lives of the fifty-four family members individu~
ally to determine collective patterms of family behavior. In addition
to the male lines, the study traces the female lines, hence the sur-
names Stith and Bland appear equally among their Randolph relatives.

The Randolphs were planters with tens of thousands of acres of
land and hundreds of slaves. To market their tobacco, they were mer-
chants not only in Virginia but also in England. Among the best trained
lawyers in the colony they practiced in all levels of the Virginia courts.
Three members of the family served as the attorney general. More Ran-
dolphs than any other colonial family were students at the College of
William and Mary in Virginia. From the school's founding in 1693 to the
end of the colonial era a Randolph was always a member of the Board of
Visitors. Purthermore, three of the first five Ccllege presidents were
Randolph relatives.

The family was dominant in the Virginia government. Sixteen were
members of local parish vestries. Twenty-one were in county government.
They were particularly influential in the House of Burgesses where fif-
teen served as members, three as speakers, six as clerks, and one as
chaplain. Moreover, two Randolphs were agents of the House in England.
The Council of Viiginia had two family members. Various Randolphs also
served as adjutant-general, escheator-general, and surveyor-general of
the customs.

The Randolphs had a sense of their own importance which they trans-
ferred by example and inheritance from one generation to the next. De~-
gpite their clannishness, the various branches of the family differed.
The family of Edward Randolph never recovered from the bankruptcy of
Edward's tobacco firm. The family of Isham Randolph had not as much
land, education, wealth, or prestige as thseir relatives, yet Thomas Jef-
ferson was among their offspring., The family of Thomas Randolph of
Tuckahoe was successful in planting and putlic service, but the men were
short-lived and a daughter disgraced them with her inferior marriages.
The faemily of Richard Randolph of Curles was the wealthiest, but his
sons were spoiled, erratic, and eccentric. The family of Elizabeth
Bland was average except for Richard Bland, a brilliant political leader,
theorist, and pamphleteer. The family of Mary Randolph Stith gained
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prominence through the career of the Reverend William Stith, president

of the College of William and Mary, historian of early Virginia, preacher
and politicel agitator. The family of William Randolph II gained pres-
tige in planting and politics rising to positions on the Virginia Coun-
cil. The family of Sir John Randolph, which included Peyton Randolph
and John Randolph, the Loyalist, was probably the foremost branch; they
were elite lawyers and shared among themselves the offices of speaker,
attorney general, and college burgess. Peyton Randolph was, moreover,
the first president of the Continental Congress.

For all of the Randolphs' contrasts in character and purpose, the

family consistently pursued wealth and power with distinction and suc-
cess,
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CHAPTER I
THE RANDOLPHS OF TURKEY ISLAND:

AN OVERVIEW

The Randolphs were one of the great families of colonial Virginia,
A Frenchman traveling in the 0l1d Dominion noted, '"you must be prepared
to hear the name Randolph frequently mentioned. This is one of the
first fauilies in the country, ...it is also one of the most numerous
and wea,l'l;hiest.":L An English traveler added that the Randolphs "are so
numerous that they are obliged, like the clans of Scotland to be dis-
tinguighed by their places rf residence."2

These travelers observed in the last quarter of the eighteenth
century what had long been obvious about the Randolphs, that they were
a large family. Had the Frenchman and the Englishman been so inclined,
they could have counted through four generations no less than itwo hun-
dred and forty-eight descendants of the family's Virginia founder, Wil-
liam Randolph of Turkey Island. Such a count would have revealed
intermarriage with the families of Beverley, Bland, Bolling, Carter,
Cary, Fleming, Grymes, Harrison, Isham, Jefferson, Jenings, Lightfoot,
Lee, Lewis, Meade, Nelson, Page, Pleasants, Robinson, Stith, Woodson,
Wormeley, Yates, and more, relating the Randolphs virtually to all the
great Virginia dynasties.

Almost anyone traveling in eighteenth-century Virginia must, of
necessity, have encountered the Randolphs or their kin. Their planta-
tions extended for tens of thousands of acres from Tidewater to Piedmont,

2
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3
from Southeide to Northern Neck. In a land famous for hospitality, the

Kandolphs opened their houses at Turkey Island, Curles, Wilton, Chats-
worth, Matoax, Tuckahoe, Dungeness, naming only a few, to travelers-~
stranger and friend alike. Fine firniture, china, and silver; good
linen and bedding; ample food and drink; staffs of servants and cooks
prepared them to receive guests in style and comfort. Genial and tact-
ful, the Randolphs knew how to put a visitor at his ease.

Wealth made possible theilr hospitality. Not only were they plan-
ters and large landholders, they were merchants and commercial agents,
ghipowners and seacaptains, all actively engaged in the Virginia trade.
For most of the eighteenth century a Randolph was stationed in England
pursuing his own interests to be sure, but at the same time available
to handle family business in the mother country. They were land specu-
lators and town developers. The fact that some of the Randoiphs were
lawyers also aided and protected their economic activities.

Furthermore, the family was especially prominent in politics. In
a hundred years from the middle 1670's, they all but dominated the vari-
ous levels of Virginia government: the parish, county, province, They
were vestrymen, justices of the peace, sheriffs, coroners, surveyors,
and burgesses. Two of the Randolphs were members of the Virginia Coun-
cil and six others were recommended as eligible for membership. Three
of them were Speakers of the House where four of them served as clexrk.
Three were Attorreys General, one Surveyor of the Customs. One became
President of the College of William and Mary, as did two Randclph sons-
in-law. Three represented Virginia's interests in England before the
Parliament, Bcard of Trade, and Privy Council, Two were delegates to

the Continental Congress, and one of them was chosen its President. To
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the traveler in colonial Virginia it must have seemed that wherever
there was power, influence, and money, there also was a Randolph.

The eighteenth-century world of the Randolphs is gone. Yet they
have not entirely vanished from their neighborhood. The mistress of
William Byrd's Westover still tells of a Randolph--although his name
escapes her--who so detested cold food that he stationed a horse and
rider at the kitchen to make certain his meals got to the big house

3

while they were piping hot. The tenant farmer, whose bungalow be-
gtrides the wreck of the Turkey Island mansion, has it on good author-
ity, he says, that the Randolphs with a lantern held aloft roam at
night over the plal.‘nta.tion.LL

If indeed their shades haunt Turkey Island, the Randolphs must be
forever restless., The place is sad. Scarcely a trace of the Randolph
mark is left upon it. The house disappeared long ago, a victim of fire
and then bombardment during the Civil War. Only a cellar hole remains,
a tangle of vines and briars. Battered steps peer out from the weeds
along with a cannonball and an exploded shell., The lawn which sloped
gently to the river bank is now a field whexe yearly plowing throws up
bricks and hardware, glass, china, and pottery. Close by, in the midst
of a horse pasture, is the Randolph burying ground, an island of tombs
held inviolate by a gateless wall of concrete. The gravestones with
their time~worn epitaphs lie flat among Jjonquils and honeysuckle not to
mention poison ivy and chiggers.

In spite of the ruin that overtook their world, the Randolphs have
survived in the interest of antiquarians and genealogists, scholars and

historians. As a matter of fact, the Randolphs themselves were con-

cerned with their own past. "They trace their pedigree," said Thomas
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5

Jefferson (who was himself related to the family), "far back in England
and Scotland, to which let every one ascribe the faith and merit he
choosua-s."5 The 1737 obituary of Sir John Randolph asserted that the
Randolphs were not only "one of the best Familieg" in Virginia, but they
were also of "no mean Figure in England." As proof of the contention
the death notice cited distinguished ancestors who had been in the ser-
vice of Queen Elizabeth, friends of Ben Jonson, and cavaliers during
the English Civil Wa.rs.6 Sir John's son, John Randolph the Loyalist
(¢.1727-178L), kept "an antique black letter Pedigree of the Randolph
Family," which went to hie cousins, Thomas Mann Randolph II and John
Randolph of Roanoke, but has since disappeared.7

Although Thomas Jefferson, in an autobiographical sketch written
in 1821, made brief mention of the Randolphs and their antecedents, it
was his distant cousin, John Randolph of Roanoke, in his manuscript
Commonplace Book (1806-1830), who kept the oldest family list so far
u.ncovenr:ed.8 Randolph's genealogy, which lists the first three genera-
tions of the family in Virginia, is valvable becauge it is based on
material no longer extant. In abbreviated form his work was published

as a pamphlet, The Randolph Family of Virginia. His work from a modern

standpoint is flawed, however, because he did not list family members
according to their chronological ages, nor was he able to give complete
dates for births, marriages, and deaths. His gravest error, which has
resulted in genealogical confusion, was his insistence that his great-
grandfather, William Randoiph of Turkey Island, came from Yorkshire in
England rather than Warwickshire.

There have been two studies of the Randolphs as a family. The

first to appear was H. J. Eckenrode, The Randolphs, The Story of a
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Virginia Family (India.na.polis, 19&6). According to Eckenrode, the Ran~

dolphs were "the foremost family of Virginia. nd Looking fondly on the
age of chivalry, he viewed the Randolphs in the 01d Dominion as the last
of the breed of knights and their ladies. Tracing the family in Vir-
ginia through five generations from the founder, William of Turkey
Island, to George Wythe Randolph, secretary of war of the Confederate
States of America, he found the Randolphs "businesslike, devoted to the
high duty of getting on in the world," but "average human beings, with
average mentality and somewhat more than average satisfaction with them-
gelves," The recipe for success, Eckenrode thought, was to be of aver-
age mental and physical condition with more than average self-assurance.
This, he said, was "the reward of the Randolphs for being the most
representative family of Virginia."lo There was a weakness in the
family strain. "One fault of the Randolphs was their clannishness,"
Sokenrode believed; "they associated too much with each other, married
too many cousins." Even though a Randolph was a high Confederate offi-
cial, Eckenrode considered that the family declined after the American
Revolution. "They fitted into their own period so perfectly," he con-
cluded. "They liked the simple opulence and order of the pre-Revolu-
tionary time."ll

In general, Eckenrode's work is simplistic., His sources were
limited to printed primary and secondary materials which he failed to
cite completely. Consequently, many of his conclusions are unsubstan-
tiated. For example, his belief that the Randolphs married among them-
selves to their own detriment needs careful consideration. During the
first "hree generations only four times did the Randolphs marry close

relatives. The unions of William Stith and Judith Randolph of Tuckahoe,
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who were first cousins, and Thomas Randolph of Dungeness and Jane Cary
of Ampthill, second cousing, produced no aberrations. Nor did the union
of cousins Theodorick Bland and Elizabeth Randolph Yates who married in
their late fifties. The children of John Randolph of Bizarre and
Frznces Bland, who were second cousins, are sometimes cited as examples
of the ill-effects of inbreeding. The eldest son, Richard, supposedly
begot a child by his wife's sister, Anne Randolph (who was doubly
related to him through both of her parents), and helped her dispose of
the infant by foul means. This resulted in the infamous Bizarre scandal
in whiicti inne was tried and acquitted of murder. Richard's younger
brother, John Randolph of Roanoke, was admittedly a brilliant eccentric.
But to assign family genes as a wingle cause of Richard's and John's
behavior is to ignore the circumstances of their upbringing. Their
father died when they were small; Richard was five, John two. They
were indulged by their widowed mother and when she married in 1778, she
could no longer give them her exclusive attention. They competed with
babies who were born at regular intervals until their mother died in
1788. Their stepfather, St. George Tucker, was a good man whom the boys
respected and for the most pavi loved, but they never forgot he waz not
their father. PFurthermore, there must be a thorough investigation into
the marriage patterns of other gentry families in Virginia before a
definitive pronouncement of the effects of intermarriage among the Ran-
dolphs can be made.

Eckenrode professz2d in the Randolphs to be writing a social his-
tory, but his criterion was apparently politics in choosing to discuss
gsome Randolphs while relegating others to a minor place. At great

length he discussed one branch of the family, Sir John, Peyton, John

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



the Loyalist, and Edmund Randolph, who all had been high officials in
the Virginia government. Thomas Jefferson and John Randclrh of Roanoke
each rated a chapter, but William Stith and Richard Bland, who were cer-
tainly outstanding members of the family, were mentioned only in passing.

The second study of the family is Jonathan Daniels, The Randolphs
of Virginia (Ga:r.‘den City, N. Y., 1972).12 According to the dust-jacket,
the Randolphs are "America's Foremost Family." Inside the book itself,
Daniels' statement is qualified. He calls the Randolphs "almost cer-
tainly the first family in America." A journalist writing for a popu-
1o avdience, Daniels and an assistant regearched widely, but by and
large overlooked the large body of unpublished manuscripts currently
available, The Randolphs, in his view, were dominant beyond the colon-
ial period well into the era of Thomas Jefferson and John Marshall,
After that they went in.o a long decline from which they have never re-
covered. The rise of the family came through ambition, shrewdness, and
connections. The decline was a result of inbreeding, quarreling, and
neglect. The book traces some nine generations from William Randolph
of Turkey Island to Nancy, Lady Astor! While Daniels pays heed to many
of the minor members of the family, he tends to confine himself to the
politically prominent and those, like Nancy Astor, who interest him mno
matter how remote their Randolph connection.

There is need for further study of the Randolph family., No inves~
tigation has taken full advantage of the many non-Randolph manuscript
collections which have become accessible in the lagt quarter of a cen-
tury, The present study is limited to the first three generations of
the Randolph family founded in Virginia by William Randolph of Turkey

Island. These generations from 1650, when William Randolph was born,
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to 1806, when his last surviving granddaughter died, comprised fifty-
four family members., Not only does this study deal with the male lines,
but contrary to the usual custom of antiquarians and genealogists, also
deals with the female lines, hence the surnames Stith and Bland appear
prominently among their Randolph cous:ns.

This is a prosopographical study. The method is to survey the
Randolphs individually to determine collective patterns of birth and
death, marriage and family, social origins, economic position, place of
residence, education, amount and source of personal wealth, occupation,
religion, and experience in political office., The prosopographer must
accumulate as much information as possible from all available sources
and employ each fact, 1.0 matter how small, Anticipa.ting.that the proso-
pographer might be accused of obscuring the forest by paying too close
attention to individual trees, Sir Lewis Namier defended the time spent
over details: "we distinguish trees by considering their general shape
and characteristic details, for instance, the leaf and the bark; while
seemingly more prominent features, such as the circumference, the num-
ber of branches, etc., can be safely d.isrcega.rdeél."l3

There are two fairly distinct schools of prosopography. The
elitist school is concerned with small-group-dynamics, or interaction,
in terms of family, marriage, and economic and political ties, of a
restricted number of individuals. The purpose of this schcol, Lawrence
Stone observed, "is to demonstrate the cohesive strength of the group
in question, bound together by common blood, background, education, and
economic interests to say nothing of prejudices, ideals, and ideology."ll“

The second is the statistically-minded mass school. The members

of this school have concerned themselves with vast numbers about whom
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there is a paucity of detailed or intimate information. These prosopo=-
graphers tend to view history as determined by movements of popular
opinion, not by the decisions of "great men" or by elites. "They have,"
noted Stone, "...been far more concerned with testing the statistical
correlations of the many variables than with conveying a sense of his-
torical reality by a series of detailed case studi. s."ls

The elitist approach has shaped the study of the Randolph family,
Consequently it follows in paths laid out by well-respected historians

of the elitist method. Charles Beard, in his famous An Economic Inter-

pretation of the Constitution of the United States (New York, 1913),

compared and analyzed the economic and class interests of the Founding
Fathers to conclude: "The first firm steps towards the formation of the
Constitution were taken by a small and active group of men immediately
interested through their personal possessions in the outcome of their
1a,bors.":|'6 While Beard emphasized economic self-interest, his succes-
sors stressed social and kinghip ties. A. P. Newton published The

Colonizing Activities of the English Puritans (New Haven, Conn., 191)),

in which by tracing family relationships and economic connections he
showed the nature of Puritan opposition to Charles I in the 1630's.

Fifteen years after Newton's work, Namier's Structure of Politics

at the Accession of George IIT (London, 1929) was published. In 1939,

Sir Ronald Syme brought out Roman Revolution (Oxford, 1939). These two

studies marked the "real breakthrough" of the prosopcgraphical method

into general acceptance by the historical profession. Both Namier and
Syme, through case studies and personal vignettes, traced a "picture of
elitist personal interests, mainly kinship groupings, business affilia-

tions and a complicated web of favors given and received. w7 Namier,
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who went on to study British politics in the era of the American Revolu-
tion, became so influential that virtually every scholar of the same
period has been dependent on him and his interpretation. The House

of Commons 1754-1790, 2 vols. (London, 1964), a prosopographical

study of the members of the lower house of Parliament, which Namier
made with John Brooke, has served as a model for this study of the
Randolph family.

Since Namier, American historians have turned their attention

to the study of the colonial family. John Water's The Otis Family

(Chapel Hill, N.C., 1968); John B. Hedges, The Browns of Providence

Plantations: The Colonial Years (Cambridge, Mass., 1952);

Richard S. Dunn, Puritan and Yankees: The Winthrop Dynasty of New

England 1630-1717 (Princeton, N.J., 1962); Aubrey C. Land, The

Dulanys of Maryland: A Biographical Study of Daniel Dulany, the

Elder (1685-1753) and Daniel Dulany, the Younger (1722-1797)

(Baltimore, Md., 1955); all, to some degree employ the elitist

method of prosopography. These are useful collective biographies
tracing family development over several generations. Yet not all

of them, particularly in the cases where there are many individuals,
deal with the entire family. They select the more important members
from one generation to the next. Furthermore, the major emphasis
tende to be given to public careers of the principal men without much
attention given to personal and family relationships.

Randolph Shipley Klein's Portrait of an Early American Family:

The Shippens Across Five Generations (Philadelphia, 1975) is a prosopo-

graphical study of fifty-nine members of a family, both male and female,

notable and insignificant, in their public and private relationships,
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over the better part of two centuries. As such, it is an important
addition to the study of the early American family,

Undertaking a prosopography of the Randolph family of Virginia has
not been without difficulty. The family was prolific, and most of its
members survived to maturity. Many were at the forefront of Virginia
society, government, and economics., The greatest obstacle was not the
size and importance of the family but the dispersal and loss of the
family's papers. Nevertheless, from a wide variety of public and pri-
vate depositories in Great Britain, Canada, and the United States, it
has been possible to construct the collective biography which follows.,
Each of the fifty~four individual sketches is intended to stand more or
less independently and is as complete as present research allows.

A prosopography of the Randolphs is necessary, because other than
their most prominent men, individual family members have never before
been studied, Indeed, so obscure are some of the Randolphs that their
names do not appear in the genealogies. If the collective influence of
the Randolph family in colonial Virginia is to be understood, the lives
of all their men and women must first be delineated.

The foundation of the family's influence was laid by William Ran-
dolph of Turkey Island, The second son in a family of the minor English
gentry, he came to Virginia about 1670 at the age of twenty. He found a
land of opportunity in the colony. He arrived over sixty years after
the first settlement at Jamegtown when it was certain that the colony
would survive. Even though it was later said that young William was a
penniless immigrant, a carpenter by trade, the status of his family in
England makes it relatively certain that he did not come empty-handed.

Neither 4id he come alone. His uncle, Henry Randolph, who had been in
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Virginia for more than a gquarter of a century and was a leading man,
apparently brought him from England. Consequently, with a little money,
and with his uncle's connections, he began his climb to wealth and power

He first acquired land in the region between the James and Appo-
mattox rivers. During the 1680's he moved his home tc Turkey Island, a
plantation on the north bank of the James. In four decades he accumu-
lated more than 16,000 acres. Significantly, most of his property was
in a settled area where much of the timber and underbrush had already
been cleared, Thus relieved of grubbing a plantation in a wilderness,
he was able to diversify his activities. Not only was he a tobacco
planter, he was also a merchant, shipowner, and commercial agent.

While he was accumulating property and amassing a fortune, Ran-
dolph also pursued public office. He began in the mid~1670's as clerk
of the Henrico County court. He rose steadily in the county as Justice
of the peace, coroner, sheriff, militia-officer, and burgess. It is
probable that he was also a vestryman of Henricc Parish whose records
are not extant. On the provincial level, he was Attorney General, Speaker
and Clerk of the House of Burgesses. Furthermore, the Governor rrcom=-
mended him for appointment to the Council.,

William Randolph was an able and conscientious official, but per-
sonal talent did not entirely account for his rige in the Virginia
government., His success was in large measure the result of cultivating
the right people. His uncle, a member of Governor Berkeley's clique,
had good political connections. When the uncle died in 1673, William
succeeded him as county clerk. He owed his appointment to Philip Tud-
well, Secretary of Virginia, the elder Randolph's longtime associate.

Randolph's behavior during Bacon's Rebellion seems to indicate an
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awareness of political realities. He may have supported Bacon so long
as hig efforts were directed against the Indians, but when Bacon led a
rebellion against Berkeley, Randolph spparently lost his ‘enthusiasm. He
doubtless realized that he owed his clerkship if not directly to the
Governor himself, then indiregtly through close associates of the Gover-—
nor. Even after Berkeley left the colony, Randolph made it his business
always to be on the good side of subsequent governors. His closeness to
Governor Francis Nicholson seems to have resulted in his being made a
vigitor of the College of William and Mary, Attorney General of Virginia,
and nominee to the Virginia Council.

Connections within his home county were likewilse important to Ran-
dolph. In 1683 he was named justice of the peace for Henrico County.
His appointment was made by the Governor, who had the power to appoint
whomever he chose, but usually chose a slate submitted for consideration
by the incumbent justices. Randolph's other county oiffices--sheriff,
coroner, militia-officer--were appointments of the Governor made upon
the recommendation of local officials.

For more than a quarter of a century, he represented Henrico County
in the House of Burgesses. Even though the post was elective and he had
to stand before the voters each time the Governor called a new election,
it was obvious that he was in good standing with the county oligarchy.
The gentlemen freeholders, who had to cast their ballots in public before
the sheriff, knew without being told in so many words for whom to vote.
The fact that Randolph, once he was elected, rose through the ranks of
the burgesses to become for a brief time their Speaker and Nlerk was a
mark not only of his ability to make friends in the right places, but

slso to handle well the responsibilities of office.
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The single most important alliance William Randolph made was his
marriage to Mary Isham, whom he doubtless met through his uncle who was
a friend of her father. A woman of sense and strength, she bore him ten
children, seven sons and three daughters, and brought all but one daugh-
ter, who died in childhood, to maturity. One of their sons did not
marry, but their remaining eight children wed and produced forty-three
children who in their turn had at least one hundred and ninety-four off-
spring. The Randolph family, however, was not remarkable for its size.
There were other families in Virginia like the Harrisons and Carters
which were as large if not larger. It was remarkable that most of the
Randolphs, in a time of high infant mortality, arrived safely at adult-
hood. In three generations there is record only of five deaths in
childhood.

William Randolph had a well developed sense of family, Having re-
moved himself from conventional family relationships with the parents,
brothers, and sisters when he came to Virginia, he forged new ones, To
a certain extent the family of his Uncle Henry became his own. When the
elder Randolph died and his widow remarried, William Randolph looked
after his young cousin, Henry Randolph. Undoubtedly he was instrumental
in Hinry's eventual elevation to Henrico County clerk and then justice
of the peace.

The Ishams, his wife's family, also became a kind of surrogate
family to Randolui:. He held money in trust for his widowed mother-in-
law. He was, moreover, close to his brother-in-law, Henry Isham, At
Benry's death in 1678, he inherited property in Ensiand and Virginia
and was the sole executor of the estate. During the 1680's his wife's

brother-in-law, Francis Eppes, became his partner in land and mercantile
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transactions. When Joseph Royall, half-brother of his wife, became an
Henrico justice in 1692, Randolph, as a member of the county court,
doubtless approved the inclusion of Royall's name on the slate sent to
the Govermor for an,ppointmen*t:.18

As his own children were born and matured, his primary attention
and concern shifted naturally to them, He saw to it that they were edu-
cated, girls as well as boys, and apparently employed a series of tutors
to that purpose, One of the first backers of the College of William and
Mary, he took a porsonal interest in the school as a place close to his
home where he could send his sons. His daughters both married in their
teens, He provided their dowries and remained on affectionate terms,
but from then on they were under their husband's responsibility.

He gave particular attention to the advancement of his smons. His
eldest, William Randolph II, is a good example. He groomed him for a
political career by having him study law. In 1702, using his influence
in the House of Burgesses, where he was clerk at the time, he had his
son, who was not yet twenty-one, appointed clerk to the important stand-
ing committees of Privileges and Elections and Propositions and Griev-
ances. Later that same year when he fell ill, he took temporary lecave
of the clerkship and young William assumed his duties as acting clerk.
Retiring as clerk in 170L, he certainly saw to it that his son succeeded
him. Undoubtedly he had some hand in arranging William's appointment as
clerk of Charles City County in 170L and clerk of Henrico County in 1710,

The father did not overlook his son's economic advancement., After
William had attained his majority, he deeded him, beginning in 1703, a
total of 1,206 acres which comprised most of the Turkey Island tract.

By his will, he left William his house and outbuildings when his wife
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died. But William did not have to wait for his parents' demise before
he took up residence at the homeplace. When he married in 1709, William
brought his bride to Turkey Island where they established a separate
household.

For all the consideration given to his eldest son, old William
Randolph did not neglect the younger ones. When his second son, Henry,
came of age, he deeded him plantations of at lzast 687 acres. To his
other ..ons he left in his will about 1,000 acres each. He helped them
in other ways. As Henrico sheriff, it was doubtless he who made Thomas
his undersheriff in 1708, even though the son was not yet of legal age.
When his son, Isham, went to sea, he arranged in 1709 to procure a ship
for him to command. He died in 1711, just as Richard, John, and Edward
had completed or were nearing the end of their schooling at the college
in Williamsburg. He bequeathed them an ample patrimony and had undoubt-
edly expressed many times his hopes and concerns for their future. At
any rate, he expected them to measure up to his standards. When, for
example, the teenaged Edward embarrassed him by sassing their friend,
William Byrd II, he assured Byrd that it would never happen again.

Although it cannot be proved absolutely to have been the case, the
careers of the Randolph sons of the second generation appear to have
been planned according to design. All of them, inasmuch as they owned
plantations in Virginia, were planters; but it was Henry, Thomas, and
Richard who devoted themselves primarily to planting. Isham and Edward
left Virginia as mariners and eventually established themselves in Lon-
don as merchants. They provided an important link for their family
between the colony and the mother country. The Randolph brothers, with

the exception of Edward who remained abroad for most of his life, were
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officials in the parish, county, or provincial govermment in Virginia.

However, it was William IT and John who made careers in the public
sector. Both of them were lawyers. William II read law at home and
practiced mairly in the county courts. John, too, began legal studies
in Virginia, but he sold his patrimony there in order to pursue them
further at Gray's Inn in London. While William II turned increasingly
to planting in order to support himself and his family, John estab-
lished himgelf in Williamsburg to become a leading lawyer of his time.
Both brothers gained pdiitical prominence: William as vestryman, county
clerk, justice of the peace, clerk of the House, burgess for Henrico
County, and member of the Virginia Council; John as vestryman, alderman,
clerk of the House, burgess for the College of William and Mary, agent
to England, Speaker of the House, and Treasurer of Virginia. Conse-
quently, whatever their interests and ambitions, whether they were
planting, mercantile, legal, or political, the second generation of Ran-
dolphs were well placed to assist each other.

As their father had eased their entrance into the world of agri-
culture, commerce, and govermment, so the Randolph brothers made similar
provision for their children. What they were able to provide was pro-
portionate not only to their wealth and connections, but also to the
size of their families. Some of the brothers were more successful than
others. The children of William II, Thomas, Richard, and John advanced
farther in Virginia society and politics than the children of Isham and
Edward who focused on maritime and mercantile activities in England and
were less successful than their Virginia-based relatives.

In the second generation, the Randolphs continued to acquire vast

amounts of land, Their father's property was more or less concentrated
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in the area settled and cleared along the middle and lower James River,
but the property of the second generation' extended far beyond into the
frontier region. Each of them began with an inheritance of about 1,000
acres, Isham, John and Edward disposed of their patrimony in order to
pursue their respective careers. Henry never married, so his holding
passed to Richard. William II, with about 34,000 acres, Isham with
about 48,000 acres, Thomas with about 57,000 acres, and Richard with
about 111,000 acres were the largest landholders in the family. Isham,
after spending nearly twenty years outside the colony as a sea captain
and merchant, returned to Virginia in the middle 1720's to become a
planter. Even though he devoted himself mainly to law and politics,
John also owned plantations; but the amount cannot be fixed because of
the loss of the local records. Edward never acquired a sizeable egtate
in Virginia, pursuing instead mercantile and maritime interests abrecad.

The Randolphs acquired land because it was necessary to have new
fields available as their main crop of tobacco exhausted the fertility
of the old fields. They also saw the speculative value of obtaining
land cheap and selling it dear. Land, moreover, was something to hand
on to one's children.

The commercial activities of the second generation are important.
William II and, possibly, Richard operated stores on their plantations.
That Isham and Edward were involved in the Virginia trade provided their
brothers with direct access to English and Continental markets. During
the 1720's Edward formed Edward Randolph and Company in London. Isham
was associated with the company in England, while William, Richard and
John acted as commercial agents and legal representatives in Virginia.

The company had a fleet of five ships which called at Madeira and the
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West Indies before anchoring in Virginia on the upper James to take on
tobacco for the return voyage to England. However, the company expanded
during a time when the tobacco price was low. Perhaps sensing trouble,
Isham left the company which went bankrupt in 1732. A series of efforts
by the family were unsuccessful in recouping the loss, and Edward even-
tually was dependent on public charity.

Second generation Randolphs were variously involved in public
affairgs., William II, Thomas, Richard, John, and Isham (after his return
to Virginia) were on the vestry of their rcspective parishes, Three of
the brothers, William, Thomas, and Richard, were at one time vestrymen
of Henrico Parish. Thomas transferred to the newly created St. James
Northam Parish, but William and Richard remained to influence the call-
ing of their nephew, William Stith, as minister of their parish, John,
member of the vestry of Bruton Parish, had decidedly anti-clerical views
and gained so wide a following that the Governor and the President of
the College expressed concern.

The brothers were, moreover, active in county govermment. They
all but controlled Henrico County. When William II, who had been county
clerk, was named justice of the peace in 1720, his appointment stipulated
that he must not sit in judgment with his brothers Thomas and Richard
who were also justices. It is probable that Henry was also a member of
the Henrico commission, but due to the confusion in the records between
him and his cousins of the same name, it remains uncertain. At the
creation of Goochland County, which included his plantation, Thomas was
named to the first county commission., John was appointed to the Henrico
commisgion in 1718, while he was still in school in England, so he was

never seated. He settled in Williamsburg and may have been a justice
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of the peace for James City County, but the county's records are gone,
so his only certain service was as justice of Gloucester County in 173k.

The Virginia capital in Williamsburg was the scene of significant
Randolph service. All the brothers except Henry entered the House of
Burgesses in one capacity or another., William II was clerk of' the House
from 1704 to 1712, a post John also held from 1718 to 1734, William II
was elected burgess from Henrico County in 1715 and was regularly re-
elected until 1726. Thomas was elected with William to represent Hen-
rico in the House in 1720. There was some diggsatisfaction over the
election and the Randolph monopoly of the Henrico delegation lasted
only one gession: Thomas did not return to the House after 1722,
Richard became an Henrico burgess in 1727, replacing William who was
out of the coleny, and he held the post until his death in 1748. Igham
was elected a burgess for Goochland County in 1738, but his death in
1742 precluded any significant service.

Politics obviously had much to do with John's becoming a burgess.
After sixteen years as clerk he resigned suddenly in August, 173, hav-
ing learned that the incumbent speaker was vacating his post. It was
not simply a matter of changing one office for another; in order to
qualify for the speakership one had first to be a burgess which John
had never been. As fortune had it, the burgess for the College of Wil-
liam and Mary had recently died, and it was not difficult to persuade
the few members of the college corporation to vote for Randolph, who
had always been a devoted alumnus. Elected burgess on August 22, he
took his geat next day and was voted Speaker. So popular a speaker was
he that his colleagues included the full texts of his addresses in the

House jourmals.
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In addition to the House of Burgesses, the Randolph brothers
assumed other responsibilities in the Virginia govermment., William was
elevated to the Council in 1727. John became Treasurer of Virginia, a
post Richard held briefly after John's death in 1737. John undertook
two missions to England in 1728 and 1732, as agent for the House and
the College. Isham represented the General Assembly in 1732 protesting
to the British Parliament restrictions on Virginia's trade and credit.

Like their father before them, the Randolph brothers understood
the importance of connections in Virginia politics. Their places on
the vestry and in the county court were secure because of their close
ties with the men in their community who were already members of these
cliques. The brothers also were part of the faction which coalesced
around the person of the Governor., William II, in particular, learned
to hig regret that it was costly to alienate a Governor. Carelessly
repeating to Governor Spotswood some remarks critical of his military
policy, Randolph lost his post as clerk of the House, His career was
not permanently spoiled; his connections, especially his father-in-law,
Peter Beverley, who was Speaker of the House, saved him. Spotswood
could ill afford such powerful enemies., Eventually he made William
tobacco agent. In 1718, after six years out of the office, during
which time William supported the Governmor's programs in the General
Assembly, Spotswood offered him the clerkship., William refused, but
he suggested tactfully that his brother, John, who had just returned
from England would be a suitable appointee.

John Randolph's career flourished under Spotswood's patronage.
Not only was he appointed clerk of the House of Burgesses, he was also .

named a deputy judge of the Vice Admiralty. Spotswood took him along
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to New York to negotiate an Indian treaty. Privately John thought him-
gelf maltreated because Spotswood was selfish in sharing the financial
rewards that came because of Randolph's efforts in the Governor's behalf.
In public, however, John supported Spotswood to the extent that some
branded him a fawning sycophant. Years later, when Spotswood was no
longer Governor and John was secure in other offices, he criticized his

former patron in an open letter to the Virginia Gazette.

Governor William Gooch did much to advance the Randolphs. He
recommended William's appointment to the Council and was especially fond
of John whom he introduced to friends and politicians in England. He
also did business with Edward and appointed Isham Adjutant General of
Virginia. The brothers, in turn, supported Gooch. John went to England
as agent of the House to lobby for a scheme for regulating the tobacco
trade which had the Governor's support. Edward also was Gooch's ally
in the mother country where he curried the favor of the great merchant
Micajah Perry in behalf of a tobacco inspection law.

All seven sons of William Randolph of Turkey Island visited Eng-
land. Isham and Edward were the first direct contacts the family had
in the mother country, but it was John who was first introduced to high
officials of the government and the church. He came to London initially
to study law, and it is doubtful that he made any import:nt friendships
then. When he returned in 1728, as an agent of the Virginia government
and the college, he carried letters from Gooch and Commissary James
Blair introducing him to the Duke of Newcastle, Secretary of State;
Edmund Gibson, Bishop of London; and the members of the Board of Trade.
Four years later he was back again on official business; not only did

he call on the same officials he met earlier, but also made the
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acquaintance of such notables as the Archbishop of Canterbury; Dudley
Rider, afterwards Attorney General; and Micajah Perry, the most influen-
tial merchant in London. His most important contact on this trip was
Sir Robert Walpole, the King's First Minister.

Chief among John's duties in London in 1732 and 1733 was to repre-
sent Virginia interests before Parliament by urging the levying of an
excise on tobacco to be paid by the importer so as to protect the planter
from smuggling and other exploitation. John believed that his best hope
of success lay by embodying the proposed tax in a general excise scheme
which Walpole was preparing to lay before the House of Commons early in
1733. John was diligent in his efforts, and it was his argument which
Walpole presented to the Commons. But there was great opposition from
the London merchants led by Micajah Perry, and Walpole's excise scheme
went down to defeat. Even though John had failed in his mission, he
did not go homé to Virginia unrewarded. Walpole, grateful for his ser-
vices, secured knighthood for him, the only colonial Virginian to be so
honored.

0f the seven children of William II, three sons and #two daughters
survived to maturity. Their mother, who was Elizabeth Beverley, died
gshortly after the birth of the youngest son. The boys, Beverley, Peter,
and William III, went off to the college in Williamsburg.

As the eldest son, Beverley of Turkey Island was given first con-
sideration. Shortly after his twenty-first birthday, his father deeded
him in 1735 three tracts totaling over 3,100 acres, which included the
Turkey Island plantation. He probably received more land from his
father, but there is no record of it. About the same time, Governor

Gooch named him justice of the peace for Henrico County, which was a
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tribute to his father's connections in the county and in Williamsburg.
Beverley was also a vestryman of Henrico Parish. When he married in
1737, his father and the younger children moved to another family plan-
tation in Goochland County. Beverley was a competent planter, but he
never showed great ambition. He bought some land, but he did not strive
for more offices than he already held in the county and parish during
hig father's lifetime.

Peter, the second son of William II, was truly ambitious. From
his father he inherited over 6,000 acres and acquired by himself over
13,000 more. He married Lucy Bolling, sired a family of four children,
and built a large house at Chatsworth. His wealth and resources were
sufficient that they were not exhausted by his extravagant and indif-
ferent management. A justice of the peace and vestryman, he was pri-
marily concermed with higher offices. He served in succession as clerk
of the House, burgess, councilor, and Surveyor-~General of the Customs.

William IIT was the youngest son of William II. Through inheri-
tance and purchase he amassed more than 28,000 acres of land. He
married Anne Harrison of Berkeley, and they had eight children. For
them he built Wilton, one of the most famous mansions in Virginia. Al-
though he never gained the distinction in public office that came to
Peter, he was justice of the peace, vestryman, clerk of the House, and
burgess. Death, at age thirty-seven, cut short his career.

William IT treated his two daughters as Virginia custom dictated
by bestowing a dowry and turning them over to the care of their hus-
bands. Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, married John Chiswell about
1736. There is no record of her dowry, but her father was doubtless

pleased with her husband, a man with whom he had business dealings and
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who was a rising man in Virginia politics. Elizabeth was the mother of
four daughters. Her life, however, was not easy. Her husband murdered
a man in a tavern brawl in 1766 and died in disgrace leaving her prac-
tically penniless. Nevertheless she remained a Randolph whose natural
dignity and virtue overcame her husband's shortcomings.

The younger daughter, Mary, remained with her father keeping house
for him until his death in 1742. Left with a dowry of more than E800
sterling, she apparently feared spinsterhood and shocked her family by
marrying a common carpenter who was some years her junior. Perhaps she
and her husband used her money to purchase a plantation in Hanover
County where, from all appearances, they lived happily ever after.

Isham Randolph had a larger family than any of his brothers or
gigters. His Engligh-born wife, Jane Rogers, bore eleven children in
twenty years. Two sons, however, died in infaney. Isham acquired ex-
tensive acres and became a man of some prominence in Virginia, but for
gome reason not fully understood, he was not able to make as good a
provision for his children as his brothers did for theirs. He settled
his family on a plantation at Dungeness along the far fringe of settle-
ment in Goochland County after having been a merchant in London. Why
he changed careers is unknown; perhaps he did so for financial reasons.
By the time he arrived back in Virginia about 1725, the cleared and
gsettled land along the lower James had already been taken up, sc he was
compelled to acquire wilderness property in the south and west. Even
though Isham himself was frequently in Williamsburg in the years after
his return, he sent none of his sons to the college where he had once
been a student. The impression ie that he was short of money. When

his daughter, Jane, married Peter Jefferson in 1739, he did not give
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her a dowry, but promised the groom 200, At his death in 1742, he left
his estate to his wife who was his sole executor., BEach of his daughters
was to have £200 at their marriage. His brothers and nephews were the
guardians of his sons.

Isham Randolph's children are a contrast to most of their Randolph
cousins. The two elder sons, lsham II and William, went to sea.
Neither of them was much interested in Virginia. Isham died in England
after an undistinguished maritime career. William became a leading mer-
chant in Bristol and was apparently prosperous, but he committed suicide
in 1791. The younger son, Thomas, remained in Virginia living with his
mother until her death in 1760. Mrs. Randolph had deeded the family
land to her elder sons, and Thomasg, since his brothers were interested
in other things, managed the plantations. Thomas, however, appears to
have had little ambition for himself. He never acquired a largs estate
nor was he more than a minor public official. The six daughters all
married, Most of their husbands came of families of little rank and
influence. Elizabeth married John Railey who had recently arrived from
England, Anna married three times, being widowed twice; after her se-
cond marriage, she became a Quaker to match the faith of her husband,
John Pleasants, Jr. Mary, Dorothea, and Susannah married ranking
gentlemen, but their husbands were younger sons without prime claim on
family property. Jane, the eldest daughter, married Peter Jefferson
and was the mother of Thomas Jefferson. Some have claimed that Peter
advanced his status by marrying a Randolph. However, the family of
Isham Randolph did not have the prestige of their relatives in Tidewater.

Isham's brother, Thomas Randolph of Tuckahoe, died in 1729 at the

age of forty, before his three children were grown. He left a comfortable
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house and the largest amount of land any Randolph at that time had
acquired. When he died, his only son, William of Tuckahoe, was about
sixteen., Shortly afterward the lad came into his full inheritance when
his mother, Judith Fleming Randolph, remarried. Ignoring the unsoli-
cited advice of his elders, William managed his affairs to his own
pleasure., He married a member of the prestigious Page family of
Gloucester County and doubled the size of the Tuckahoe mansion. He
speculated in western land, patenting about 40,000 acres. He kept his
patrimony for plantation purposes. He was justice of the peace and
burgess for Goochland County, but he gave rather indifferent service.
While he enjoyed his fortune, he did not squander it.

Thomas of Tuckahoe had two daughters. The eldest, Mary, showed
the want of parental control. First, she eloped with an uncle's over-
seer, and after her family tore her from that alliance, she ran away to
marry a minister who had been dismissed from his parish on charges of
fornication. Her father's will has not survived, and there is no way
of knowing whether she received a settlement from his estate; but when
her brother, William, died, he left her nothing. The younger daughter,
Judith, was more conventional than her sister. Judith married her
first cousin, the Reverend William Stith, and settled to life as a
minister's wife and then as wife of the President of the College of
William and Mary.

Richard Randolph was well able to provide for his seven children,
four sons and three daughters. Richard married Jane Bolling, a descen-
dant of Pocahontas, a relationship of which the Randolphs were proud.
With almost 115,000 acres in his possession, Richard surpassed hig

brother Thomas as the greatest landholder in the Randolph family. He
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treated his children well. His eldest son, Richard II, was sent to the
college in Williamsburg; but by the time his sone Brett and Ryland were
ready for school, he could afford to send them to England. Ryland
matriculated at the Middle Temple in London. TUndoubtedly the youngest
son, John, would have been educated in the mother country also, but his
father died and his protective mother kept him at the college in Vir-
ginia., The family property was divided among the sons giving each an
interest in about 28,000 acres., Richard II inherited the home planta-
tion at Curles.

Richard Randolph, the elder, was also generous with his daughters,
bestowing not only a dowry of E1000 sterling on each of them but a few
slaves as well, For all of the advantages of wealth and education, the
careers of Richard Randolph's children, in particular his sons, were
disappointing.

There seemed a kind of desperation about Richard Randolph II. He
made a valiant attempt to succeed, acquiring about 67,000 acres in addi-
tion to his share of his father's estate and entering business schemes
such 28 trading in slaves. He followed his father on the vestry, the
county court, and in the House of Burgesses. But he was not notably
succegsful. His plantations drew him into heavy debt, as did his busi-
ness enterprises. By the 1760's he was not consistent in his attention
to public duty; and when his election as burgess was challenged in 1772,
he withdrew from the House. Perhaps his troubles affected his personal-
ity. He quarreled with his brcthers. Even relative strangers knew that
he had a vile temper. When he died in 1786, his friends thought his
unhappiness had hastened his end.

Brett, the second son, during his schooldays in England, met and
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married Mary GScott. He brought her to Virginia where he tcook up plant-
ing. Through fanily influence on the county couri he gained & minor
post as surveyor., Perhaps hig wife did not like the colony, for, to the
neglect of his‘pu'blic duties, he returmel to England where he died in
1759, aged about twenty-seven,

Ryland, the third son, was a dilettante who never realized his
potential, Trained in the law, he never practiced. Vestryman and
county official, he gave indifferent service, He acguired his grand-
father's plantation at Turkey Island and speut much time and money mek-
ing it over into a quasi-English country place, remodeling the house
and laying out a deer park. He had expensive taste in furniture and
books, was interested in family history. He hung his walls with por-
traits of his ancestors, including Pocahontas and John Rolfe, and he
indulged in travel. He never married, but had an especially close
relationship with his Negro housekeeper, Aggy, and her children to whom
he left the greatest part of his estate. He quarreled with his
brothers. Richard II took advantage of Ryland's deep indebtedness to _
see that Aggy and her children got not one farthing of the Randolph
money.,

John, the youngest son, was pampered and spoiled. His mother and
sisters lavished attention on him. His brothers and his father-in-law
helped manage his affairs, Accustomed to having his own way in most
things, he was at times tactless and spiteful. He acquired little pro-
perty in addition to that inherited from his father. For a brief time
he was a vestryman, but never served; he was also a non-descript justice
of the peace. He was heavily in debt. Plagued for years by ill-health,

both real and imagined, he died in 1775 at the age of thirty-three.
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So far as worldly success was concerned, the daughters of Richard
Randolph appeared more secure and content. Mary wed Archibald Cary of
Ampthill, an important planter and politician. She bore seven children,
three of whom died before her own death at age fifty-four in 1781.

Jane married Anthony Walke, a Norfolk merchant, and bore him a son, but
she died while only in her mid-twenties. Elizabeth, the youngest
daughter, remained at home with her mother until the old lady died in
1766, and then, to the consternation and merriment of the neighborhood,
she married the twenty-year-old Richard Kidder Meade, a man eleven
years her junior. After a series of miscarriages, she .ied in 1773,
aged thirty-seven.

The children of Sir Joim Randolph were the most successful in the
Randolph family. Sir John, however, did not live to see the establish-
ment of his three sons and a daughter; he died when he was forty-four
before they were adults. Nevertheless, his fortune and friends were
considerable, His wife, Susanna Beverley, was, moreover, a woman cap-
able of attending to the interests of her children.

Sir John's eldest son was Beverley Randolph of Gloucester. Edu-
cated at the College of William and Mary, Beverley did not share the
intellectual curiosity of his father and brothers, so instead of inherit-
ing the family library, he was given family plantations in Gloucester
County. Through his father's connections, he was elected to Sir John's
old seat in the House of Burgesses representing the college. Governor
Gooch, a family friend, recommended him for the Virginia Council even
though he was still in his twenties and had done nothing really to dis-
tinguish himself. He was not appointed, but in 1747 he went to England

on a mission for Gooch who needed help in preventing the removal of the
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capital from Williamsburg. His mission was successful. For some unex-
plained reason, Beverley retired as burgess; the only other posts he is
known to have held were justice of the peace and sheriff of Gloucester
County. He married Agatha Wormeley. They had two daughters, both of
whom died as children. Within his limited sphere Beverley Randolph was
respected if not prominent, but he was largely overshadowed by his brothers.

Peyton Randolph, Sir John's second son, was in his time among the
most popular and influential men in Virginia., He was educated at the
college in Williamsburg and showed an early interest in the law. In-
heriting his lawyer father's library, he went to study law at the Middle
Temple in London. Upon his return to Virginia, he married Elizabeth
Harrison of Berkeley, a woman of good family and fortune. In 17LL, at
the age of about twenty-three, he was appointed Attorney General of
Virginia. He was extremely young for such an appointment and without
much legal experience. Perhaps on that account he did not have Governor
Gooch's support, but it was not necessary. Randolph connections in
London, chiefly the merchant-prince, John Hanbury, secured him the
office. With the attorneyship came an appointment as judge of the Court
of Vice-Admiralty. Consequently, he had no difficulty establishing a
flourishing law practice.

Peyton entered Virginia politics. While he served on the county
court and the vestry, his most important post was as burgess variously
for the college and for Williamsburg. He was a burgess continuously
from 17L9 until his death in 1775. Always one of the most active bur-
gesses, he became a protege of Speaker John Robinson, who dominated all
that went on in the House. In 1754, Peyton, as agent of the House, went

to England in defiance of Governor Dinwiddie to protest the Governmor's
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charging a pistole fee for affixing the seal to land patents. Even
though he failed in his mission and lost the attorneyship, besides, by
leaving the colony without the Governor's permission, his connections
were strong enough that Dinwiddie was compelled to accept his rein-
statement. In 1766, he stood for election as Speaker to replace the
recently dead Robinson. He hoped also to gain Robinson's other post,
the treasury. He marshalled impressive support which included Governor
Fauquier, who had succeeded the unpopular Dinwiddie. However, a scandal
broke when it was discovered Robinson's treasury accounts were short
£100,000. Peyton remained aloof from the fray letting his cohorts do
the heavy political fighting. He was easily elected speaker, but his
opponents succeeded in separating the speakership from the treasury,
g0 he did not get the latter post.

During the last decade of his life Peyton distinguished himgelf
as a champion of gelf-govermment in Virginia. He was inclined to be
politically conservative. He was a staunch supporter of the British
constitution, but he viewed the policies of the mother country as an
incursion into the just rights and liberties claimed by Virginians
through their representatives in the General Assembly. Neither philoso-
pher, theoretician, nor writer, his strength lay in moderation. Cer-
tain radicals like Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, and Thomas Jeffer-
son thought he moved too slowly, but because of their affection for him
they acted more cautiously than they might h;ve otherwise. From the
Stamp Act to the Intolerable Acts, Peyton supported the patriot cause.
He was the moderator of the Virginia Convention and was the first Presi-
dent of the Continental Congress. When he died in 1775 there was great

public grief.
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The youngest son of Sir John Randolph, John Randolph the Loyalist,
was also an important gentleman in colonial Virginia. Like Peyton, John
was educated at William and Mary and the Middle Temple. He began the
practice df law in Williamsburg in 1749 and gained a notable clientele.
Appointed clerk of the House of Burgesses in 1752, he served until 1766
when he succeeded his brother as Attorney General., He gained the post
not with the support of the Virginia Governor, Francis Fauquier, but
through connections in England, including Lord Dartmouth and the Earl
of Shelburne. While John held municipal and county offices and was a
sometime burgess, his public career was mainly in appointive posts
which may well have isolated him from local constituencies and heightened
his contempt for men not of his social class.

As the imperial crisis of the 1760's and 1770's was the making of
Peyton's reputation, so it was the undoing of John's. Eventually he was
forced to take refuge in England. From the Stamp Act to the Intolerable
Acts, John supported British policies. He was vocal in his criticism of
Virginia patriots and their prcposals. Even so, hig loyalism was not
blind; in fact, he was critical of the ways that Parliament and the
British ministry treated the colonies. He believed that American inde-
pendence was inevitable, but that now was not the time. Colonial pro-
tests stood to do more harm than good, for Americans could not with-
stand British might and power.

There was not much difference between him and Peyton. Both were
conservatives who had come to power within the structure of colonial
politics. Peyton used his influence, however, to moderate the radicals.
John's scolding only fired them more. Unlike Peyton, John was nc judge

of public opinion. As tension increased to open war between the
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colonies and England in 1775, John continued on his way. He remained
cloge to Governor Dunmore, even though the Governor was extremely un=-
popular for seizing the gunpowder from the Williamsburg magazine, for
impeding the General Assembly, and for fleeing the capital to the refuge
of a ship in the York River., Furthermore, John remained openly critical
of Henry and Lee. There were threats against him and his family.
Frightened, he took the advice of Dunmore, who had sent away his own
wife and children, that he should go to England where he would be wel-
come until the colonies were subdued.

Howeirer, the mother country was hardly the haven he anticipated.
Instead of being hailed for his support of the government and given a
post commensurate with his skill and experience, he was provided a
moderate pension and forgotten. He spent much time lobbying for Vir-
ginia loyalists. He was homesick, but realizing that so long as he
lived he could never go back, he directed that in death he be interred
with hig family in the crypt of the college in Williamsburg.

Mary Randolph Grymes was the only daughter of Sir John Randolph.
Provided with a dowry of E1000, she wag an eligible bride, and by Vir-
ginia standards she made an excellent marriage in 1742 to Philip Grymes
of Brandon in Middlesex County. Not only did her husband inherit the
major family plantations, but he also succeeded his father on the
Council and as Receiver General. The mother of ten children, she lived
in gtyle and comfort in a fine house. She maintained close ties with
her family, and after her husband's death in 1762, she moved back to
Williamsburg near her brothers and her young sons who were attending
college. She died there in 1768.

The family of Edward Randolph did not fare as well as its relatives.
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The reason that they were not as prosperous was the failure of Edward
Randolph & Company. Edward had started well enough by marrying an heir-
ess by the name of Groves whom he met at a launching at Gravesend. She
brought him £10,000. In due course he fathered four children, two sons
and two daughters. He owned a house and acreage outside London.
Forced into bankruptcy, he apparently moved his family to Virginia in
the late 1730's in an attempt to establish himself once more as a mer-
chant. He was not successful and in 1741 returned to England where he
signed on as a purser either in the service of the Royal Navy or the
East India Company. His wages were insufficient, and he had to accept
public charity to support his family.

There is little record of the sons of Edward Randolph, Joseph and
Edward II. They joined with seven relatives in 1745 to patent 60,000
acres in Virginia, but neither of them apparently had any interest in
it afterwards. Joseph never married and disappeared from the records
without a distinguishing mark. Edward II, like hig father, became a
gea captain in the Virginia trade. He married Lucy Harrison of Berkeley
and was the father of a son and a daughter. He died in 1757.

The daughters of Edward Randolph, Mary and Elizabeth, settled in
Virginia. They married brothers, Robert and William Yates who were in
England to take holy orders. The Yates brothers were sons of an impe-
cunious minister in Middlesex County, Virginia, so they settled their
own families on adjacent parishes in Gloucester County. William Yates
became President of the College of William and Mary. After his death
Elizabeth moved to Prince George County where she later married her
first cousin, Theodorick Bland. Mary Yates survived her husband and

continued to live in Gloucester, but her fate is unknown.
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As the Randolph brothers of the second generation provided for
their children with varying degrees of success, so they also attended to
the interests of their married sisters and their families. Their eldest
sigter, Mary, was the wife of John Stith, a planter of some prominence
in Charles City County who had served as sheriff and burgess. She was
the mother of three children, John, William, and Mary. Widowed by the
early l’Z20's, Mrs. Stith came to Williamsburg where, with the help of
her brother, John, she secured the position as housekeeper at the col-
lege.

By that time her son, John, was married and living on the family
plantation, Eventually he served in the parish, county, and House of
Burgesses, but was not otherwise noteworthy. Her daughter Mary lived
with her at the college until she married William Dawson, one of the
professors, wno succeeded to the college presidency and also became
Commissary of the Bishop of London.

Her most famous son was William Stith. He was attending the col-
lege when she became the housekeeper, but in 1724 he matriculated at
Queen's College, Oxford. Perhaps the Randolphs agsisted financially
with his education, but when William stayed in England to take a mas-
ter's degree, he sold his Virginia property. Ordained a minister, he
returned to the colony where he became master of the grammar school at
the college. In 1736, tiring of his college duties, he moved to Hen-
rico Parish to become the minister. His relatives, two of his uncles
and three of his cousins, were members of the vestry during the term of
his ministry. William was a creditable preacher whose sermons before
th> General Assembly were later published., Not all of his time was con-

sumed in preaching and pastoral duties. He had sufficient leisure to
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write The History of the First Discovery and Settlement of Virginia
(Williamsbu.rg, 1747). In 1753 he became President of the college on the
death of his brother-in-law, William Dawson.

Stith did not gain the presidency without difficulty. He had
angered Governor Dinwiddie while still in Henrico by asserting that in
charging the pistole fee for land patents the Governor was imposing
taxation without representation. Dinwiddie attempted to block him from
the college post. However, cousin Peyton Randolph was one of the visi-
tors of the college, as were several of Stith's former grammar school
students. These visitors successfully maneuvered Stith into the office,
Joined to the presidency was the commissariat of the Bishop of London.
Stith wanted the post badly, but Dinwiddie used hies connections in Eng-
land to keep it from him. Despite the circumstances of his election,
Stith was a conscientious president until death overtook him after only
two years in office.

The Randolph brothers also looked after the family of their younger
sigter, Elizabeth Randolph Bland. There were five Bland children, three
girls and two boys. Mrs. Bland died souvn after the birth of the young-
est son. A few months later her husband, Richard Bland, Sr., of Jordan's
Point in Prince George County, also died leaving a family of orphans,
the eldest of whom was fifteen. They had a moderate property. Their
uncles, William and Richard Randolph, were guardians, There is not much
information about the years the Bland children spent with their Randolph
relatives, but they developed affectionate ties with each other and made
early marriages.

The elder girls married into the Beverley and Lee families, The

younger daughter did not marry as well; her husband was Robert Munford,
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a drurkard who abused her. The younger son, Theodorick, apparently did
not attend the college, but married before he was twenty and settled to
life as a planter and public servant of no particular distinction.

The most prominent member of the family was the elder son, Richard
Bland. For almost three and a half decades preceding the American Revo-
lution, Richard was a leading champion of Virginia autonomy. Educated
at the College of William and Mary, he was well versed in history, reli-
gion, literature, and politics. He was a planter with about 10,000
acres, which was an average holding for a member of the gentry, even if
it was less than some of his Randolph cousins. In addition to planting,
he was also a lawyer. Trained in Virginia, he had a fairly extensive
practice in the circuit of county courts surrounding his home. A jus-
tice of the peace and vestryman, he achieved his greatest success in the
House of Burgesses where he served from 1742 until the House ceased to
exist in 1776.

During Bland's tenure in the House he served on every major com-
mittee and was involved in almost all of the business confronting the
burgesses no matter how large or small. He was prominent upholding the
rights and liberties of Virginians in the Pistole Fee Controversy, the
Parson's Cause, the attempt to create an American Episcopate, the Stamp
Act, the Townshend Duties, the Tea Act, and the Intolerable Acts.
Several of these crises led him to produce pamphlets and letters which
showed him to be a master of history and politics as well as a good
stylist. He was, in fact, one of the outstanding political theorists
of his time,

Richard Bland was conservative like his cousin, Peyton Randolph.

While he was proud of his British citizenship and his rights under the
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British constitution, he was opposed to the plans of Parliament and the
ministry to interfere with the institutions of local goverrment in Vir-
ginia and the other colonies. Thomas Jefferson found him too cautious,
but realized that if independence were to become a reality in Virginia,
a man of Bland's learning and influence could not be ignored. Like Ran-
dolph, Bland served to temper the enthusiasm of the younger radicals.
His popularity was such that he was among the Virginia delegation to the
Continental Congress. A member of the Virginia Convention, he begged to
retire in 1775, but returned the next year to vote for independence and
to help frame the Virginia Declaration of Rights. He was serving in the
Virginia House of Delegates when he died in the autumn of 1776.

While Bland never forgot his relationship with the Randolphs, he
managed to maintain his own identity. The Randolphs did not get on well
with Governor Dinwiddie. Presumably Bland supported the efforts of Pey-
ton Randolph to return to the attorney-general's post, but he also
curried the Governor's favor by supporting in the House the war efforts
against the French and Indians. In 1766, even though Peyton Randolph
was standing for Speaker of the House, Bland declared himgelf a candi-
date. During the summer he took a position in the newspapers contrary
to that of the Randolph faction by urging the separation of the speaker-
ship from the treasury. But his stand apparently did not alienate him
from hig relatives., He and Peyton had gimilar philosophies, and Bland
later supported him for Speaker.

The Randolphs of Turkey Island had a profound sense of family.
They kept their genealogy and passed on the tales of family greatness
from one generation to another. They remembered their past by keeping

certain family names in current use. The Virginia founder, William
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Randolph of Turkey Island, named his children to honor his relatives and
those of his wife, Mary Isham. A son was called William and a daughter,
Mary; Henry bore the name of his maternal grandfather and two uncles;
Richard and Elizabeth honored their grandparents Randolph; and Isham,
Thomas, John, and Edward all had family names. The second generation
continued in the same manner to name their children. William and Mary
were the names most frequently used, but other names-~Richard, Elizabeth,
Isham, Thomas, John, and Edward--also appear in the second generation.
Of gpecial importance were the names Brett and Ryland which Richard Ran-
dolph of Curles called two of his sons; Brett was the surname of a great
uncle in the Isham line; and Ryland was the maiden name of William of
Turkey Island's mother. The second generation of Randolphs also named
their children for their spouses' families: Beverley, Peyton, Peter,
Theodorick, and Judith.

In addition to fé.mily names, the Randolph family maintained its
gense of history and kinship through the generations with their por-
traits., William Randolph III had paintings of three generations hanging
on the walls at Wilton. These included his grandparents, his parents,
his brothers and sisvers, his wi’2, and himself. Later portraits of his
children and their spouses were added to the collec‘cion.l9 The Ran-
dolphs of Curles also had their portraits taken. In addition to these
portraits, which included his parents, his brother, and himself, Ryland
Randolph secured in England two pictures which he mistook for his ances-
tors, Pocahontas and John Rolfe. The Randolphs of Tuckahoe, Chatsworth,
Dungeness, and Williamsburg, and probably the other branches of the
family as well, all had their portraits painted, but they do not all

survive, Often when the Randolphs sat for an artist, they had a duplicate
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or a copy of the picture made for their children and other relatives.
Inheritance also preserved family continuity. The Randolphs were
great landholders in part because that land provided a good inheritance.
Through three generations the family tended to preserve their property,
especially the tractr associated with their home plantations. The

main plantation passed to the eldest surviving son, . Tirjgss Samrizal el

from William, the founder, to h‘f’sﬂ“’ggfi'? William II,V to his grandson,
Beverley. When Beverley died without direct heirs in 1750, the property
was purchased from Beverley's brothers by his cousin, Ryland., In the
same way Tuckahoe, Dungeness, Curles, Wilton, Chatsworth, Matoax,
Bizarre, Cawsons, Jordans, Swinyards, the Randolph house in Williamsburg,
all passed from father to son to grandson. When the property was sold,
it was because the family line had ended without direct heirs or the
family fortune had dwindled so that they could no longer afford to keep
it, It was not until the fourth and fifth generations that the family
saw their land slip away.

In terms of monetary wealth it is difficult to assess the Randolph
family. Virginia was notorious for its lack of real money. Wealth was
measured in land, tobacco, slaves and credit. These the Randolphs had
in abundance., Their public service also brought them salaries and fees.
Each of the three generations studied was in debt to English merchants
for hundreds and, in some cases, thousands of pounds. These debts con-
tinued from one generation to the next. While these debts were trouble-
gome and usually resulted in court action, the impression is that they
did not exhaust Randolph resources. The basic problem seems to have
been that the assets of the family, and of Virginians in general, could

not be easily liquidated. Three generations managed, for the most part,
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to forestall foreclosure, but the fourth generation, following the Ameri-
can Revolution, had to settle the accounts with the British merchants.

While the Randolphs had a definite sense of their own importance
and sought to transfer it to their children, they were not a family pre-
occupied solely with their past. Undoubtedly they would have agreed
with Plutarch that it is desirable to be well descended but that the
glory belongs to the ancestors. As has already been noted above, they
not only secured public office for themselves, they used their influ-
ence and connections to elevate their children. Such a process in it-
self was hardly unique; fathers have always worked to better their sons.
William Randolph of Turkey Island eased the entrance of his children
into the world seeing that they had greater property and position than
he himself had in the beginning. The Randolph orothers and sisters of
the second generation were congenial and got on well together. They not
only built up their individual places .n Virginia society and politics,
they assisted each other. A truly remarkable aspect of the family was
that the third generation had a kind of solidarity which is usually
difficult for cousins to maintain, The unity of the Randolphs was noted
by their contemporaries. Governor Dinwiddie observed with some contempt
that they were a clique in the Virginia govermment. Had Dinwiddie
looked beyond Williamsburg he would have observed the Randolphs and
their kinsmen exercising power in the parishes and counties much as they
did in the college and the General Assembly.

While family golidarity and ambition growing from one generation
to the next kept the Randolphs in positions of influence in the 0Old
Dominion, it is clear that individual talent and merit were factors as

well. Peyton Randolph, for instance, owed his officizl positions to
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family connections and influence, but it was a measure of his own effort
and congeniality that he was loved as the "good old Speaker."

The Randolphs were a prolific family, generation after generation.
They intermarried with the planter aristocracy and thus entrenched them-
selves more firmly within Virginia society. Despite their great numbers
and their clannishness, the various branches of the Randolph family
differed from each other. The family of Edward Randolph was unfortunate
because of the bankruptcy of the family's tobacco business from which
they never recovered. The family of Isham Randolph was settled beyond
Tidewater and generally was not much involved in the pursuits of the
Virginia gentry; they had not as much land, education, wealth, or pres-
tige as their relatives, yet Thomas Jefferson was among their offspring.
The family of Thomas Randolph of Tuckahoe was successful in planting and
public service, but the men were short-lived and a daughter disgraced
them with her inferior marriages. The family of Richard Randolph of
Curles was the wealthiest, but his sons were gpoiled, erratic, and
eccentric. The family of Elizabeth Randolph Bland was average except
for the marriage of young Elizabeth Bland to William Beverley and for
the long and brilliant career of Richard Bland. The family of Mary
Randolph Stith gained prominence through the careers of the Reverend
William Stith and the Reverend William Dawson, husband of Molly Stith.
The family of William Randolph II were high prestige planters and public
servants. The family of Sir John Randolph was probably the foremost
branch; able and honest, they were leading lawyers and shared among
themselves the offices of Speaker, Attorney General, and College Burgess.
For all of their contrasts of character and purpose, the Randolphs con-

sistently pursued wealth and power with distinction and success.
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CHAPTER II
WILLIAM RANDOLPH OF TURKEY ISLAND:

FAMILY FOUNDER

WILLIAM RANDOLPH I of Turkey Island (1650--21 April 1711)

William Randolph arrived in Virginia about 1670. He was not the
first of his family in the colony, for his uncle, Henry Randolph, had
come in 1643 and was well known as a planter, county clerk, and clerk
of the Virginia General Assaembly.:L Nevertheless, it was William Ran~
dolph who established a family that domiaated politics and society in
the 014 Dominion throughout the colonial period.

According to genealogists, the Randolphs landed in England during
the Norman Invasion of the eleventh century. The first certain ances-
tor of the Virginia Randolphs, however, was John Randall the Elder, of
Sussex, who died about 1552. Randall's great-grandson, William Randolph,
established a branch of the family in Northamptonshire.

William Randolph of Northamptonshire, youngest of five children,
came under the patronage of Lord George Goring, afterwards Earl of Nor-
wich, and was recommended to Edward, Lord Zouch, who, about 1595, made
him steward of a household in Northamptonshire at Little Houghiton, a
post he held for more than thirty years. Randolph was twice married.
His son, Thomas, child of the first union, was a poet and dramatist,
friend of Ben Jonson, and celebrated by his contemporaries as one of
"the most pregnant wits of his age." His son, Richard, born in 1621,

was the second son of his second marriage. It was Richard's son,

L7
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William, who was the colonist.2

There is little information concerning William Randolph before he
came to Virginia. He was born at Morton Morrell in Warwickshire and
baptised on November 7, 1650.3 How the family came to Warwickshire is
uncertain., Although research into the English antecedents of the Ran-
dolphs is incomplete, it is clear that they were members of the gentry
class. They owned property and were employed in service to the crown
and the nobility.h' Ambitious, they were, undoubtedly, as their Virginia
descendants early claimed, a family "of no mean Figure in Englan ."5
Perhaps Richard Randolph, who was a younger son without substantive
right to his father's estate, left home after his marriage to Elizabeth
Ryland to seek his fortune in nearby Warwickshire. On the other hand,
the Randolphs may have been caught in the upheaval of the 1640's.
According to an eighteenth-century account, "The Family were high loial-
ists in the Civil Wars, and ﬁerg entirely broken and dispersed...."

William Randolph was the fourth child in a family of four boys and
four girls. He was, significantly, the second son. His place deter-
mined his opportunities. By right of primogeniture the patrimony
belonged to his elder brother. At best, like the younger brothers in
his father's family, he could anticipate university training which might
fit him for a career in law, letters, or the church; at least he could
look forward to an apprenticeship in the trade or craft of a yeoman.
What course Randolph followed is unclear; the evidence is ambiguous.
Some claim that he knew Greek and Latin and had read law besides, but
there is nothing to indicate that he ever matriculated at Oxford or Cam-

bridge or the Innsg of Cou:ct.7 Others assert that he "landed in the

Colony with an axe on his shoulder" and began his career "by building
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barns,”" but the evidence is old men's hearsay.

Randolph's prospects in England did not appear promising. Accord-
ing to an early account, he resolved, "as many other Cavaliers did",
because their families had suffered in the civil war, "to take his For-
tune" to Virginia.9 Just when he came is uncertain. Henry Randolph was
in England in 1669, and, when he returned to the colony early the next
year, his nephew possibly accompanied him, The first certain reference
to William Randolph in the 0ld Dominion is his witness to a deed dated
February 12, 1672.lo

During his first years in the colony, William Randolph was no
doubt dependent upon his uncle. Such dependence was natural since both
his parents were dead and since he was a stranger in a new land where
Henry Randolph was a prominent man. Uncle Henry had good connections.
His second wife, Judith Soane, was a daughter of the Speaker of the
House of Burgesses; and his friends included the Governor, Sir William
Berkeley, who sustained him as Henrico County Clerk and Clerk of the
House. The uncle, however, lived only long enough to ease the nephew's
entry into society and politics. After 1673, William Randolph was on
his own.

There is no record of the people to whom Henry Randolph introduced
his nephew, but he undoubtedly arranged a meeting with the family of his
friend, Henry Isham, who lived nearby on the southside of the James

River at Bermuda Hundred. About 1676, William Randolph married Isham's

elder daughter, Mary. 12

Mary Isham was born about 1659.13 Her family came from Northamp-
trnshire and had been in England long before the Norman Invasion. Among

her ancestors were Lady Godiva and Sir Edward Brett, a great~uncle, who

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



50
had been knighted by King Charles I for his military excellence. Al-
though the Ishams owned a considerable property in Northamptonshire, her
father, Henry Isham, descended from a minor branch and did not possess
extensive holdings. Apparently, because he had married Katherine Banks
Royall, a widow with three children, and had fathered three children of
his own, Henry Isham moved his family to Virginia where, in 1661, he
patented a plantation at Bermuda Hundred. He died there in ].670.1)'L

Mary Isham was a good wife. A woman of uncommon stamina, she bore
ten children--seven sons and three daughters--during the first twenty
years of marriage and brought all but one daughter to maturity. She was
hospitable and generous. William Byrd II of Westover noted in his diary
for September 8, 1711, "Mrs. Randolph received us very kindly and enter-
tained us with the best she ha.d.."l5

She was, moreover, a woman of means. By the will of Sir Eiward
Brett she and her sister seem to have inherited a valuable estate in
Engla.nd.16 Upon the death of her only brother in 1678, she received a
third interest in property in England and Virginia as well as half
interest in a plantation in Charles City County in Virginia "commonly
known by ye name of Doggams."l"7 When her mother died in 1686, she and
her sister inherited the "Residue" of the money, shared equally in the
contents of a "blew trunk", and each received two "Silver Salt-cellars."
In addition, Mary Randolph was bequeathed her mother's "Wedding Ring, &
best Feather bed wth Purniture to it, and my least Silver tankard but
one, and Fifteen Shillings to buy a Mourning Ring.” Furthermore, she.
wag exempt from any part of her mother's debts or funeral expenses.

She was interested in plantation affairs to the extent that she

was capable of protecting her own property. She asked William Byrd II
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to use his "good offices" in straightening out the litigation involving

her husband and his English creditor, Micajah Perry.19

Repeatedly dur-
ing her widowhood she went beiore the county court to be "Exempted from
paying publick and Ccunty levys" on her slaves.zo She was about seventy-
six years old when she died on December 29, 1735, having outlived her
husband by almost a quarter centu.ry.21
Having made a good marriage, William Randolph set about to make a
fortune. The Virginia colony was dominated by a single crop, tobacco.
There were no towns, only plantations along the major rivers. Since no
one prospered without growing tobacco, land in great amount was essen-
tial because the weed quickly drained the soil of fertility. As a con-
sequence, Randolph was, during his four decades in Virginia, much con-
cerned with acquiring land. Due to the incompleteness of the records,
the total of his acres cannot be known. A rent roll, compiled in 1705,
listed him as the owner of 12,395 acres in Henrico, Prince George, and
Surry counties.22 In his will, dated March 6, 1709, he accounted for
7,032 acres, but did not enumerate every tract he owned.23 Various -
other sources reveal that in his lifetime he acquired at least 16,095
acres in Henrico, Charles City, Prince George, and Surry counties.
While these totals indicate the extent of his plantations, they also
reveal that he was among the largest landholders in Virginia. TFor
example, in 1705 he held 10,514 acres in Henrico County, an acreage
exceeded only by his friend, William Byrd I, who owned in the same
county 19,500 acres.'25
Most of Randolph'z land lay along the north bank of the James
River above the Appomattox confluence extending westward beyond the

falls of the James to Tuckahoe Creek into what is now Goochland County.
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In the beginning, however, he seems to have settled in the vicinity of
Swift Creek (sometimes called Randolph River) which divided the penin-
sula made by the union of the Appomattox and the James. Here were the
plantations of Henry Randolph and the Ishams. On October 1, 1674, Ron-
dolph patented 591 acres on the north side of Swift C:L'ee]s:.'/26 Not quite
four years later he sold the tract for 4OOO pounds of toba.cco.27 He
turned his attention to the Turkey Island tract lying north of the James.

The tract was one of the oldest on the river. Its history ex-
tended to the first days of the English settlement in Virginia when, on
May 22, 1607, as Christopher Newport and his men explored upstream
beyond the newly founded Jamestown, they came upon an island in the
James "on which were many Turkeys, and [ a_7 greate store of yonge byrds
like Black birdes," and they called the place "Turkey I:sle."28 The
igland which the Newport party said they saw has long ago disappeared,
but the stream which nearby flows into the river has ever since been
called Turkey Island Creek.

The land was first owned by a merchant named Arthur Bayley, who
afterwards sold it to Robert Hallam. It was Hallam's widow, Anne, who
confirmed the purchase in 1638 by claiming a thousand acres "in the
Countie of Ienrico lying North and by East into the woods South & by
West on the river West & by North towards Bremo...Joyning unto the land
of John Poite running two hundred and fifty poles by the riverside & 2
miles into the woods bounded round by marked trees...." Anne Hallam's
children inherited the tract. They sold about 550 acres of it to James
Crews, friend-vl the Ishams and Nathaniel Bacon, the rebel. The rest
of the property the Hallam heirs transferred to Ra.ndolph.29

Randolph acquired the entire Turkey Island tract in a series of
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five purchases made of the Hallam and Crews heirs between 1680 and 1705.

From Samuel Woodward, a Hallam grandson, he bought for an unrecorded
price 150 acres on February 18, 1679/80.30 Sarah Whittingham and
Matthew Crews, on August 25, 168lL, sold for E75 the 500 acres they had
inherited from their uncle after he had been hanged for his part in
Bacon's Rebellion .3 1 Randolph got the last of the Crews property when,
on February 25, 168L/85, he paid Giles and Hannah Carter %50 sterling
for about 50 acres.32 On April 25, 1691, he acquired for %30 sterling
a third interest, or about 333 1/3 acres, from a Hallam grandson, John
Grundy of Gloucester County.33 He completed the tract by purchasing
about 167 acres from Woodward for &50 sterling on January 16, 170&/05.3h

Randolph probably moved his family to Turkey Island soon after his
initial purchase in 1680, His home was located in the extreme south-
eastern corner of the tract where Turkey Island Creek empties into the
James. The house and outbuildings were situated on a bluff that rose
sharply from the river. To allow an easy access to the water's edge, a
cut was made in the steep bank directly to the dock where the boats were
kept. Whether buildings were already on the site when Randolph moved
there is unknown, but tradition has it that he built himself a new house
For thre~ generations, until 178l, Randolphs made their home at Turley
Is;lamcl.3 5

With Turkey Island as the nucleus, William Randolph added to his
property. He continued to acquire tracts south of the James and Appo-
mattox rivers. On April 1, 1680, he and his brothers-in-law, Francis
Eppes and Joseph Royall, patented 580 acres south of the James near Ber-
muda Hundred, a tract which was known as Captain Martin's Swamp.36

Exactly what share Randolph had in the tract is not clear. During the
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first two years the partners disposed of half of it. Randolph willed
his remaining share to his wife, and after hie death ghe and Francis
Eppes sold 7L acres of the bottom land.37

On November 20, 1682, Randolph and Robert Bolling received a
patent for 623 acres south of the Appomattox River in Charles City
County adjacent to Warwick Swamp. BRandolph's share of the tract even-
tually went to his son, Henry.38

By himself, on October 25, 1695, Randolph patented 2,926 acres
gouth of the James on Pigeon Swamp in Weyanoke Parish in Charles City
County. He surrendered the patent on October 15, 1696, however, and
took it up again three years la,ter.39 At the time of his death the
tract had been reduced to 1,000 or 1,100 acres.ho

The majority of Randolph's land, however, was north along the
James in Henrico County, more or less contiguous to the Turkey Island
tract. Not all of his holdings there can be located. According to
local records, between 1689 and 1697 he was entitled to 2,350 acres
identified only as lying within Henrico County.hl

More specific are the references to his purchases of tracts along
the Chickahominey River and Swamp to the north of Turkey Island. On
June 1, 1689, he acquired 625 acres in the area from Thomas Cocke.)'L2
Between 1691 and 1700 he purchased three. tracts totaling 900 acres from
Samuel Knibb and John Wbodson.hB

During the 1690's he accumulated property to the west of Turkey
Island above the falls of the James River along Westham and Tuckahoe
Creeks. From Edmund Jenings, on April 28, 1690, he purchased 3,256
acres along Westham Creek paying 1500 pounds of tobacco "being the

moyety or one half the charge of the survey."hh Two years later, on
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December 1, 1692, he paid John Pleasants 1500 pounds of tobacco for 165
acres adjacent to the Jenings 'l::r:a.ct.)45 Finally, on April 20, 1695, he
patented 1,220 acres formerly held by John Pleats:sr.n’cs.)46

Among the last purchases Randolph made was 1,230 acres contained
in a tract "Called Curles formerly Longfield" and another "Called the
Slashes." These tracts, once the property of rebel Nathaniel Bacon, lay
along the north bank of the James adjoining Turkey Island immediately on
the west. Since the land was "in Escheat to his most Sacred Majtie from
the sd Bacon by the attainder...of high Treason," Randolph had laid
claim to it on July 21, 1698. 2n Docember 20, 1699, the Governor with
the advice of the Council directed Randolph to take the tracts "into his
possession and as much as in him lyes preserve the same from any further
wagte" until the auditor and attorney general determined their disposal.
At last, on May 7, 1700, he was granted the land for "the Valuable
Consideration of one hundred and fifty pound.s."h7

Randolph made a modest investment in town lots. In 1692 Henrico
County purchased 50 acres for the establishment of a town at Bermuda
Hundred at the fork of the James and Appomattox rivers. Randolph and
Francis Eppes were named trustees for selling the lots. Each lot con-
sisted of a half acre and sold for 265 pounds of tobacco. Within four
months of his purchase the owner was required to build “one Good House
to contain twenty foot square at ye Iszaa,s’o.")48 On August 1, 1692, Ran-
dolph bought lots #17 and #18, for which, on October 12, he paid a
total of 530 pounds of to“bacc:o.)-\L9 Despite the fact that Randolph and
Eppes sold many lots to their neighbors and friends, the town did not
progper. At his death Randolph willed his town lots to his wife, ex-

presgsing a hope that if one of their scns should make his residence in
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Bermuda Hundred the property would come to him.50

Not all of Randolph's land purchases were made only for personal
gain. On April 21, 1691, for instance, he took up a LOO-acre patent in
Henrico County that one Abell Gower had let lapse.sl He held the patent
until April 17, 1693, when he returned it to Gower's widow for 10C
pounds of tobacco "& divers other valuable considerations.”

There are noteworthy aspects in the land transactions of William
Randolph. In the first place ne always had the necessary money. He
qualified for his earliest patent in 1674 by importing twelve persons
into the colon;;r.5 3 How he came by his funds during his early years in
Virginias is unknown; perhaps he arrived with money in his pocket, but
the fact that he was able to invest made him typical of the gentry who
came to the 0ld Dominion after 1660.5'-L In the second place, it was
notable that instead of taking up virgin tracts he first established
himself on plantations that were at least partially cleared and culti-
vated. Consequently free of wresting his 1i 'ing from a total wildermess,
he pursued other economic and political 3'.n‘l:e:r:enstss.SS In the third place,
his land provided an inheritance for all of his sons amounting to about
1,000 acres apiece. The Turkey Island plantation he divided with his
eldest son, William Randolph II, with the understanding that eventually
it would all be his. The Curles Neck tract went to Henry Randolph, his
gsecond son. These gifts were made in the decade before his death; his
other property was, in hig will, distributed more or less equally among
hig five cther sons.

While land in Virginia was plentiful and William Randolph had the

resources to get the best of it in vast quantities, land meant nothing

without the labor to work it. ©Such had always been a problem. To sovive
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it, the system of headrights was instituted: fifty acres to anyone
bringing a person into the colony at his own expense. The imported per-
son then served a term of indenture from three to seven years until his
passage and maintenance were paid. Most of the indentured servants were
impecunious Englishmen of the lower classes, but some of them were
Indians. By the end of the seventeenth century indentured servants had
been largely replaced by black slaves brought in from Africa or the
West Indies. Randolph took advantage of the headright system. The sur-
viving records indicate that by himself between 167l and 1697 he im-
ported 151 persons, T2 whites and 69 blacks, for which he collected a
total of 7,460 acres. In association with three other gentlemen,
Francis Eppes, Joseph Royall, and Robert Bolling, he brought in an addi-
tional 25 white persons for 1,230 a.c:z:'es.s7

There is little information regarding Randolph's indentured ser-
vants and chattel slaves. Presumably the whites whose passage he paid
to Virginia were his indentured servants. From the county records of
1679 comes a brief glimpse of a servant. Randolph had sent wheat to
the mill of his neighbor, Thomas Cocke, where he charged not all of it
had been turned into flour. Several witnesses supported his claim in
the local court, among them the seventeen-year-old John Atking who gave
a deposition saying that he had carried the wheat to Cocke's mill at
Malvern Hill "and that he did not meddle with any of the said wheate,
& as ye miller fed it up he brought it home to his masters house &
further ye deponent said not." In lieu of signing his name Atkins made
his "Marke" at the bottom of the deposition. The court found for Ran-
dolph.58

Randolph had a mixed relationship with the indentured servants.
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With Allenson Clerke, for example, he got on well. Clerke had arrived
in Virginia at Randolph's expense in 1689 whem he was about 22 years
0ld. After his period of service, he had prospered; by 1705 he owned
604 acres in Henrico County. Perhaps Randolph had aided Cl-rt.., for
when Clerke died in 1710, he willed the Randolphs all of his land,
59

houses, servants, slaves, and personal estate. Not every relation-
ship was as satisfactory for Randolph., In 1683 his servant, William
Seawell, petitioned the Henrico County court for his freedom, but Ran-
dolph convinced the justices that Seawell should be retained because
"of his age" and "for his Running away."6o

Among his workers Randolph kept Indians., Very little is known
about these people, neither their numbers nor how they came into Ran-
dolph's service. They were not slav:s in the beginning. Their bondage
was decreed in 1683, and during that year Randolph went to court to
register the ages of two Indian boys and a girl belonging iou h'j.m.6:L ie
was to repeat the process as late as 1698, when his boy Dick was
adjudged eight years old.62 His Indians gave him trouble. Natt, who
was an indentured servant rather than a slave, ran away on July 13,
168L;, and was gone until July 30. He took with him and lost along the
way "severall Comoditys (as one Chamlet Campion Coat lined with Shal-
loon, two pr. new Shooes, a Shirt Sleeve full of Powder &c) & much
damnifyed all, & lost some of his own Cloaths." Randolph went "to much
trouble & some Charge" in following Natt, and the court ordered in view
of "ye sd damages" that Natt "do serve his sd Master Nine Moneths after
all his other time of Service is expired.."63 In 1696, Randolph's Indian

servant, Jack, ran off. He was gone from April 12 until September 22,

and had with him a "long gun" and his clothing, which included two waist

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



59
coats of leather and cotton, a pair of leather breeches, a pair of shoes
and stocking, and two beaver skins. It cost Randolph 20 shillings to
recover Jack and by the time the master found him the Indian had lost
his clothes and the pelts; he had the gun, but it was ruined. The court
in consequence bound Jack for two and a half years in addition to his
term of indentu:ce.sh

By the time of Randolph's death in 1711, the majority of his labor
force undoubtedly consisted of black slaves. Information about them is
scant. All that is known is that Randolph collected the headrights on
69 blacks, had their ages adjudged in court, and, in his will, mentioned
his slaves but enumerated only 17 of 't:hem.65

For all of his land, servants, and slaves, William Randolph was
more than a tobacco planter: he was listed in the local records as a
mercha.nt.66 It was not unusual in Virginia during the seventeenth and
eighteenth century for planters situated along the major rivers to main-
tain stores. Here they kept English goods and manufactures which they
traded for local tobacco which they then shipped to England. In addi-
tion to stores, the wealthier planters took tobacco on consigmment for
sale in the mother country. Randolph certainly did not limit his
operation to a store at Turkey Island, for, by a contemporary account,
he was "a Considerable dealer in ye tobacco trade." T How and when he
entered the trade is unknown, but by 1685 he was in partnership with
his brother-in-law, Francis Eppes, and by 1689 he was also a partner of
Jchn Broadnax, an Henrico planter, and Henry Hartwell, an important
politician, who had once been clerk of the Council, and was Randolph's

68

friend and colleague in the House of Burgesses. There is very little

information regarding the operation of their business. The partners
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were kept busy. Randolph and Eppes owned a sloop, the Assurance, on
which they employed one John Cook as master.69 Randolph had dealings
with New England merchants and sailors, and it is probable that in Eng-
land he and his partners dealt with the powerful firm of Perry and
La.ne.7o Randolph was gone from Virginia in 1680; the purpose of his
trip is nowhere explained, but it is likely that he was tending to his
business a.ffairs.71 The Henrico court records are replete with suits
brought by Randolph and his partners to recover outstanding debts.
Between 1685 and 1693, Randolph and Eppes successfully sued seven
defendants for a total of 13,001 pounds of tobacco in sums ranging from

T2

565 to 4,373 pounds. In 1689 Randolph, Hartwell, and Broadnax were

granted 20,676 pounds of tobacco in eight suits ranging from 350 to
73

4,488 pounds. Randolph went to court seven times in his own behalf
between 1683 and 1695 to recover 6,559 pounds of tobacco in sums from
60 to 3000 pounds, which may or may not have been due to his mercantile
operations.w" As far as one can tell, there were no complaints in Vir-
ginia against Randolph or his partners. In court in 1691 Randolph was
listed as owing 300 pounds of tobacco to a neighboring planter; and in
1695 he admitted that he owed his friend, John Pleasants, in excess of
3,000 pounds of tobacce, but there is no evidence that these debts were
anything more than his personal conce::'n.75

There was a debt that was especially troublesome, a debt to the
merchants Micajah and Richard Perry and Thomas Lane of London. How
exactly Randolph became obligated is unknown, but he was worried about
paying it. He mentioned the debt to William Byrd II who noted in his
diary for September 2, 1709, that "Colonel Randolph came and brought

me an answer to Mr, Perry's claim against him, by which it appeared

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



61
that the interest was twice as much as the p:cinc:ipa.l."76 In his will
Randolph set aside 1,100 acres in Surry County with ten negroes, a stock
of cattle and hogs, the tobacco crops, and other profits to be sent to
the Perrys from time to time "to Satisfie what I may Justly owe them,
untill the Same be fully paid, and I desire my Sons Henry and Thomas
Randolph to take care and provide the Same be Shipt and consigned to
them the Said Mr. Perry and Company or their Assignes provided they
Allow as much for the tobaccoe as others doe for Such toba.ccoe.."'77

For some reason the Perrys were not satisfied with Randolph's
arrangemenis and brought suit against his estate. The Randolph execu-
tors received a favorable ruling in the Virginia General Court on Octo-
ber 24, 1723, but the Perrys appealed to the Privy Council. The case
dragged on until July 20, 1725, when the Privy Councillors decided that
the Randolph estate must pay the sum of E2465. ls. 8d. and £10 court
costs.78

Involved as he was in the affairs of Henrico County, Randolph
took an active role in local govermment serving the county as clerk,
coroner, justice of the peace, sheriff, and burgess. Such offices gave
him an intimate acquaintance with county men and affairs and undoubtedly
buttressed his interests as a planter and merchant. But to a Virginia
gentleman, public office was not a place merely of personal gain, it
was an obligation that the well-born assumed in behalf of his social
inferiors.

Randolph served first as county clerk from 1674 to 1683. He re-
placed his recently deceased uncle, Henry Randolph. The appointment

was made by the secretary of state at the instigation of the uncle's

friends in the county. Randolph took his duties conscientiously by
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attending court regularly, writing and keeping the record, and making
certain that someone was present to act as clerk when he could not.

"Mr. Davis," he wrote to the deputy clerk from his plantation in 1679,

"I am not certain whether I shall be at our Court because I have not
dispatched my business here yet, but if possiblie, I will be up, how Ever,
if I come not, pray faile not to wait on the Court, and if they please

79 As clerk of the

to sitt, ﬁ;eﬁforme my Office very carefully...."
county he received an annual allowance of 800 pounds of tobacco. In
1678, when the court sent him to Jamestown to consult the Governor, he
was granted an additional 250 pounds "for his Expences at Town and
fferryage." His appointment was reconfirmed until 1683 when he was
elevated as one of the justices of the county court. On August 1, 1683,
he turned over the county books and records to his cousin, the young
Henry Randolph.so

Bacon's Rebellion occurred while Randolph was clerk. Few escaped
the upheaval, bat the part Randolph played is not entirely clear.
Nathaniel Bacon lived near him in Henrico County at Curles Neck, as did
Bacon's lieutenant, James Crews, owner of part of the Turkey Island
tract. Among Bacon's early supporters were Randolph's brother-in-law,
Henry Isham, and his friend, William Byrd I. The rebellion grew out of
trouble with the Indians. A band of Susequahannocks, in retaliation
for incursions by whites into their territory, had, in January 1676,
raided the Virginia backcountry. They killed settlers in the region
above the falls of the James River. The frontiersmen fled to the more
populated areas of the colony. To their dismay, Governor Berkeley did

not order a general offensive, so a group of them called for volunteers

to go against the Indians. At about this time Bacon happened one day
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to be drinking with Crews, Isham, and Byrd. Tney fell to discussing the
Indian menace, and Bacon's three companions persuaded him to meet with
the volunteer soldiers gathered at Jordan's Point below the confluence
of the Appomattox and James rivers and to provide the troops with a
quantity of rum., After consuming the liquor, the men began to shout,
as Crews and his friends had arranged in advance, "a Bacon! a Bacon!
w'ch taking Fire with his ambition and the Spirit of Faction and Popu-
larity, easily prevail'd on him to resolve to head them... ."81

Randolph may have shared his friends' fear of an Indian raid; he
may even have thought it a good idea to raise a volunteer army under
Bacon's command, but it is doubtful, in view of his dependence on the
Governor's patronage, that he was actively involved in any aspect of
the rebellion--certainly not when it attempted the overthrow of Berkeley.
Byrd and Isham, despite their initial support, apparently changed their
minds; Crews remained loyal to Bacon and was hanged for his conduct.

Sometime during the summer of 1676, the rebels plundered Ran-
dolph's plantation seizing quantities of linen, bedding, and clothing.
They also destroyed his wheat crop which "was at least 30 bushells;"
ran off with two steers, a large cow and her calf, and five hogs; stole
three deer skins, "one Gunn, two ruggs and Blankett, wth: diverse other
Wearing Apparrell (3 servts: beding), About an Anchor of Syder and the
provisions of Corne, meate, poultry, &c: in and about my house and
diverse things not remembered." Eventually, some of the goods were
returned, namely "ye Indian Gowne, the hair Camlett Cloke, ye dowlas
peticoats...Holland vest, fine broad cloth Coate and briches (all much
Worne and Spoiled) and 3 yds of tickling bungs and three /[forn/ a halfe

sheeting holland." Randolph may not have been a loyalist in the
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beginning, but he certainly was when the rebellion was put down and it
was time to be compensated for his losses. On November 19, 1677, he
submitted his claim before the Henrico court asserting that "noe manner
of satisfaction for any of the perticulars not returned hath been yet
received...by the subscriber as he is ready to depose if required. "82
Much later, when he was an established and familiar figure in the Vir-
ginia goverument, he claimed Bacon's plantation at Curles Neck.

That Randolph had come through Bacon's rebellion with his reputa-
tion intact was evident in his appointment to the Henrico county commis-
sion. He was named on April 23, 1683, fourth on a slate of nine "Jus-
tices to keep the pea,ce."83 His place on the commission was important,
for the first four justices named constituted a quorum which meant at
least one of them had to attend every meeting of the court. Taking
the oath on June 1, 1683, he apparently remained a justice of the peace
until 1708 when he became county sheriff.Bh He attended court regularly.
For instance, between April 11, 1695, and April 1, 1701, the court
recorded attendance for fifty-one meetings of which Randolph now and
then missed only 'ten.ss Throughout his tenure Randolph joined his col-
leagues in routine duties. He collected the tithables, =et with the
commissioners of Charles City and New Kent counties to build a bridge
over the Chickahominy Swamp, posted security for the sheriff, ordered
new glass for the courthouse windows, kept an account of marriage
licenses granted in the county, served on a committee to repair the
courthouse, helped to determine the boundary between Henrico and Charles
City counties, and judged criminal and civil cases.86

Randolph valued his position as a Jjustice of the peace. On Octo-

ber 15, 168, he examined one Thomas Holmes in court. Holmes was
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insolent: he cocked his hat to one side of his head and sang a song.
Holmes was held in contempt for his rudeness and ordered to pay Randolph
1,200 pounds of tobacco. Randolph turned over the award to the poor of
the parish saying he was only concerned for the dignity of his office.

As one of Henrico's most powerful leaders, Randolph took part in
gsettling the Huguenots in the county. The Huguenots were Protestant
refugees from France who had arrived in Virginia in midsummer 1700.
About five hundred of them settled on the site of a deserted village of
the Manakin Indians at the falls of the James River. On a 10,000-acre
tract they laid out Manakin Town and divided the rest of the land into

-

small farms., The General Assembly formed the Huguenots into King Wil-
liam Parigh and exempted it from all taxes for seven years.88 To ease
their settlement further, the Govermor and Council called for contribu-
tions. Randolph responded with &5 "for ye use of ye ffrench refugees."89
Later, on March 10, 1700/01, the Governor and Council recommended "to
Lt Coll: Wm Randolph and Capt Giles Webb from time to time to make in-
quiry into the State and Condition of ye french Refugees Inhabiting at
ye Manakin Town & Parts adjacent, and Communicate ye same unto his Excy
and Always to Exhort ye aforesd french Refugees to Live in Unity Peace
and Concord."9o Randolph was a good choice hecause he got on well with
the Huguenots. He handled their court disputes, employed one of them
ag a tutor for his son, and received them on occasion at his home.

Most of Randolph's time as mediator for the Huguenots was spent
dealing with land matters. In June, 1705, he sent a letter to the
Council supporting the contention of the refugees that they had not

sufficient land to range their cattle. The Council ordered that a fur-

2
ther division of the land already allotted them.9 The following
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November they petitioned to be granted headrights for persons imported
into the colony. The Council referred the petition to Randolph and
William Byrd II, the Auditor General, "to make the best enquiry they can
how much land may be due to the said Refugees...and if any greater quan-
tity is still due."93 Early in 1707, one John Woodson purchased some
of the Huguenot lands and the Council "thought fitt" to have Randolph
inform Woodson that his purchase was destructive of the settlement
established at great expense by the government and that the Huguenots
did not have the right to sell; therefore, any purchase he made was
void.9u In 1710 the Huguenots complained that settlement of their land
was unequal. The Ccuncil ordered a lottery to be held so that every
family had 133 acres. In case of dispute Randolph and Richard Cocke
were to hear the claims "and in case they find any difficulty [ to_7
report that same especially to the Lieutenant Governor for his final
determination.... "95

In addition to handling land cases, Randolph, who was a colonel
in the Henrico militia., was in 1705 appointed by the Governor to consult
with the residents of Manakin Town on the "proper Persons" to be
appointed "Military Officers" to lead a "foot Company" the Governor
intended to form.96 Randolph was also called upon in 1709 to help
settle a dispute between the French parson, Claude Philippe de Riche~
bourg, and the vestry. The nature of the difficulty is unknown, but it
was not resolved until the next year when the contending parties met
Governor Spotswood at Turkey Island. "The parson Eeemeg7 more diffi-
cult to be reconciled than anybody," William Byrd II wrote, "which the
Governor resented and told them if they put him to the trouble of hear-

ing their disagreement he would never forgive them that were in fault,
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Thig frightened them into an agreement and the promige that they would
forgive what was past and for the future live with kindness to one
a.noi‘.her."97

At the same time as he was Henrico justice, Randolph was also
coroner of the county. Appointed by his colleagues and commissioned by
the Governor to the office in 1686, he took the oath on August 20.98
His commission was renewed from time to time, and he wag listed "one
of the Corronrs" as late as November 1, 1707.99

The duties of the office were not always pleasant, for accidental
death and disposal of estates came under the coroner's purview. Con-
sequently, since he headed the juries investigating suicides, drownings,
and other fatalities, Randolph was intimately acquainted with the
county's tragedies. For instance, in midsummer of 1692, the coroner
and his ren met near the falls of the James River for an inquest into
the deaths of Thomas Lawson, William Drury, and Robin, a slave belong-
ing to William Byrd I. Randolph reported that on August 22, btetween 7
and 8 o'clock in the evening, the three men had attempted to cross the
river in a "ticklish Canoe" which capsized a hundred yards from the
north bank., There was, he added, no evidence of foul play.loo Ran-
dolph's responsibilities in the case involved more than the jury find-
ings, however, On December 1, and June 1, following, he presented the
county court with an accounting of the auction of Lawson's estate for
which he recieved a fee of 13s. hd.ml

On April 1, 1707, Randolph and his fellow Jjustices, Francis Eppes
and William Farrar, were presented by their colleagues to the Governmor

102

and Council as nominees for sheriff of Henrico County. Whether Ran~-

dolph was immediately appointed or not is unrecorded, but he was
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definitely the sheriff by 1708, was reappointed in 1709, and held the
office until 1710.:Lo3 The sheriff was one of the most important offi-
cers of the county court. He enforced the law and maintained order by
carrying out the directives of the justices. Not the least of his
powers was the calling and managing of elections. He was expected to
be impartial and was not allowed to vote except to break a tie. Never=-
theless, he could irfluence the outcome by setting the election on a
day most convenient to his favored candidates. He opened and closed
the polls, and determined the eligibility of the voters. As a man of
importance and power, the sheriff, while presiding with the utmost im-
partiality, undoubtedly influenced an election if the voters were
aware that he supported one candidate over another.loh

Randolph also served the county in the militia, His first rank
was captain; in 1691 he was deputy commander for the north side of the
James River; in 1699 he was lieutenant colonel; and by 1707 he was a

05 His rank was further indication of his alliance with the

colonel.l
county leadership, for the justices recommended all military appoint-
ments to the Governor. Randolph took an active part in the militia,

The Henrico records noted on December 12, 1687: "Capt. Wm. Randolph
haveing at his own expence provided A trumpett, Horse Coulers &c: for
ye Troop raised in this County, It is Order'd (if ye fines of delinquent
troops doe not amount to ye Same Att ye laying of ye next levy DJ
that he be reimbursed his sd Expence 9 ye County. "106 He remained ac-~
tive in the militia until the end of his life. On September 22, 1710,
Colonel William Byrd II, who was commander in chief of Henrico and

Charles City counties, conducted Alexander Spotswood, the new Lieutenant

Governor of Virginia, on an inspection of the troops. "About 10 o'clock

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



69
we got on our horses and rode towards Henrico to see the militia," Byrd
reported. "Colonel Randolph with a trocp met us at Pleasant's mill and
conducted us to his plantation, where all the men were drawn up in good
order. The Governor was pleased with them and exerciszd them for two or
three hours 1;oge'l:her.'."lo7

Since the early church records no longer exist and there is no
other pertinent reference, it is not known if Randolph served on the
vestry of Henrico Parish. Nevertheless, he was a man of religious con-
viction, 108 and a friend of the Reverend James Blair, rector of the
parish snd commissary of the Bishop of London. 109 Furtherr _.re, the
vegtries in Virginia were dominated by the local gentry, which, with
Randolph's inclinaticon for public office, make it virtually certain
that he was a vestryman.

As a member of the county oligarchy, Randolph was an obvious can-
didate for the House of Burgesses. He was elected first in 1683 and
held his seat more or less regularly until his death. He became one of
the most powerful members of the House. Hig connections were such that
in 1683, even before he was a burgess, he was appointed clerk to the
Committee of Grievances and "sworne to faithfullness and Secrecy by Mr
Speaker."llo After his election, he was appointed to a committee for
the "Examination of the Returnes of writts and Eleccons', a committee
for ingpecting the records of the House and reporting "whatever may be
useful and important," a committee of public claims, and a committee
for proportioning the county levies. He also conferred with the
Governor and the Council, and when the Governor, in concern about an
Indian attack, requested the House to chcose a delegation to meet with

111
him, Randolph was among those chosen.
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Always among the busiest of burgesses, Randolph rcse to positions
of leadership. On September 30, 1698, he was elected Speaker of the
House. He responded with a gracious address:
Gentlemen, I acknowledge it a great honour conferred on me
by being chosen Speaker of the House, but on the other side, I
must confess my own disability. My capacity is not large enough
to comprehend the weighty matters incident to this chair, the
difficulties of which I am ye more encouraged to undertake when
I consider how many worthy members are here present, and have
hopea of the assistance of every one of them; and, therefore, do
entreat you, gentlemen, that if any lapse of the tongue or mis~
take in any other matters shall any time hereafter happen through
my weakness, that you will be pleased not to impute it to an
error of the mind and will, for I can assure you, gentlemen, that
I have a settled resolution and purpose to serve the House with
all faithfulness, integrity, and diligence, that thereby as much
as in me lies, the affairs we are here met about may be carried
and proceeded in with that dispatch and consideration as may best
serve the good and welfare of this Goverrment.
His term, however, was brief; the session ended a week later., In 1699
he became the clerk, a position he held until 1704, when he was succeeded
by his son, William. As clerk he was not eligible to be a burgess, but
11
after resigning he assumed his 0ld seat and served until his death. 3
Randolph was paid by the county for his service in the House of
Burgesses. Although he was a man of considerable means, he undoubtedly
took money from the county treasury without hesitation. For every day
he spent in Jamestown, and later in Williamsburg, while the General
Assembly was in session; he was allowed 120 pounds of tobacco. He
collected additional fees, about L pounds of tobacco per diem, for
horse pasturage and ferryage. Many times he took his own boat down
river and was reimbursed for its use as well as for the crew it took to
man it. The fees for boat and crew were not constant, but averaged
about 375 pounds of tobacco per cession. The Henrico levies are incom=-

plete, but between 168l and 1705 there is a record that Randolph col-

lected altogether from various fees 56,748 pounds of tobacco in 3,L64

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



T1

11k During the interval between 1701 and 1702 when he was clerk

casks.
of the House and no longer a burgess, he continued to collect money from
the county. He sent "his boate to fetch up ye Burgess" and was paid 504
pounds of tobacco, and for furnishing three copies of the acts of the
General Assembly he received 950 pounds.]':LS
Randolph became a leading man in the provincial govermment of
Virginia, He not only served as Speaker and Clerk of the House of Bur-
gesses, but was also named Attorney General of the colony in 1694 and
held the post until he became Speaker in 1698.116 There is little evi-
dence by which to assess Randolph's performance as chief officer of the
law in Virginia since the records of the General Court do not survive.
In one of his few remaining cases he upheld the interest of the crown
at the expense of James Cocke, his Henrico neighbor. Cocke attempted
to acquire & 720-acre tract in the county, but "Capt. William Randolph
the Kings Attorny" alleged that "the said land doth belong to ye King‘."ll7
On October 2, 1699, Randolph came before the Henrico court with
the commission of Escheator General for the southside of James River.
The commission was read and Randolph took the appointed oath and did
"Aver that he Lﬂag7 taken same before his Excellency in Council."ll8
In his new post Randolph was responsible for escheats, the regrants of
land patents claimed by the King after an owner had died intestate
without heirs. The crown claimed a tax of two pounds of tobacco for
each acre of an escheat, and it was Randolph who collected the revenue.
There is little information about Randolph as the Escheator General,
but the fact that he himself took up the escheat on Nathaniel Bacon's

plantation at Curles Neck indicated that there were advantages in the

office. He served without objection, and on November 28, 1705, his

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



T2

his appointment was continued.119

About 1705 Randolph was recommended to the King as a man eligible
for the Council of Virginia. The recommendation was submitted by Fran-
cis Nicholson, the Lieutenant Governor, and Edmund Jenings I, President
of the Courcil. The appointment never came; eventually his neme was
stricken from the list and the word "dead" written beside it.lzo

As one of the colony's leading men, Randolph was a founder of the
College of William and Mary in Virginia. The college charter, issued
by the King and Queen on February 8, 1692/93, named him among the eigh-

teen trustees.lzl

Randolph's name was not among those recommended by
the General Assembly for trustees of the college. How he got the post
is unknown, but possibly he gained it through the influence of Francis
Nicholson and James Blair, “wo of the principal supporters of the col-
lege, who were his i‘:riend~.=|.122 There can be little doubt that Randolph
wags interested in the establishment of the school, if for no other rea-
gson than it was a convenient place to educate his sons. Due to the loss
of the early records of the college, not much is known of Randolph's
activities in its behalf. Nevertheless, the surviving evidence indi-
cates that he took his trusteeship seriously.

The college was located at Middle Plantation, later renamed
Williamsburg when the capital was moved there in 1699. The foundations
of the college building were laid in 1695, but construction was slow.
On April 16, 1697, Randolph and nine of his colleagues sent an appeal
to the Bishop of London for funds to finish the building which they
hoped "will prove the Seminary of the Church of England in this part

123

of the world," Lack of funds continued to plague the trustees, for

in March, 1700, they brought several suits for small debt before the
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Henrico County court, one of which was against the estate of Randolph's
cousin, Henry Randolph, for L5 sterling.lzh The college building, com=-
pleted at much cost in 1698, burned in 1705, leaving only a ruined shell.
On August L, 1709, Randolph, who earlier in the year was chosen rector
of the trustees, came to Williamsburg where he joined his colleagues to
transact college business. "...we went to the srhool house," wrote Wil-
liam Byrd II, who was himgelf a trustee, "where we at last determined to
build the college on the old walls and appointed workmen to view them
and Eomputg the c:ha.:':'ge."lz5

William Randolph lived as a country gentleman in conscious imita-
tion of the English patterns of his youth. His Turkey Island home,
while no baronial hall, was, by Virginia standards, a great house.
Whether nor not Randolph built the house is impossible to determine
because, unfortunately, the only description of it was made in the nine-
teenth century when it was a ruin. "...there is," wrote Robert Pickett,
a later owner of the Turkey Island plantation, in 1853, "the relic or
remnant of an old dwelling house, once, no doubt the mansion of the
Randolphs, apparently of one story only, but originally of two stories,
and, it would sesm, from the ends of charred timbers still protruding
from the walls, one surrounded by porticos on three sides. The walls
are very thick, built of brick that are said to have been imported from
England, and the cement is still so hard in some places that it is
difficult to break or perforate it."126

The houee was undoubtedly typical of the domestic architecture
of tidewater Virginia of the later seventeenth century with brick walls

laid up in English Lond and fenestrated with diamond-shaped panes. Its

main floor was divided into a great hall and a parlor,each dominatea by
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a large fireplace; and the upper floor containing a pair of bedcham-
bers.127

There is no record of the interior contents of the house, but the
portraits of Randolph and his wife, painted about the turn of the eigh-
teenth century, survive. The picture of Randolph shows a self-satisfied
man, His head is oval with ample space for all his features. His fore-
head rises tall under a dark wig that falls to the shoulders in ring-
lets. Dark brows arch over wide dark eyes. His nose continues the
line of the forehead before it juts out to become acqualine and is ter-
minated with ample nostrils. The chin line is firm and bears the trace
of a cleft. Randolph's upper lip is longer than the lower; the mouth
is determined, but not hard.

The portrait of Mrs. Randolph is the picture of a matron whose
expression is patience. She had a good face, if not a beautiful one:
her forehead was wide; her brows stretched straight above large eyes;
her nose was long without a curve; her mouth was relaxed and full; her
chin was strong and round.lz8

Randolph's dealings with his children confirm without doubt that

he was the paterfamilias. He saw that they were educated, girls and

129

130
All the boys, except Henry, attended the College of William and Mary. 3

boys, either by a tutor at Turkey Island or on another plantation.

He made good provision for his seven sons, giving each of them about a
thousand acres of land. While most of the land was divided after his
death, he gave his eldest sons, William and Henry, their shares when
they came of age in 1703 and 1705. He made these gifts, he explained,
in consideration of the natural love he had for them and for their

better settlement in the world. He helped his sons in other ways. He
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probably was instrumental in William's appointment as acting clerk of
the House of Burgesses when he himgelf could not fill the office; and
he may have arranged the son's appointment as clerk in 1704. He helped
secure a ship in 1709 for his son, Isham, who sought a maritime career.
His son, Thomas, was his deputy when he was Henrico sheriff, He could,
when necegsary, be a disciplinarian. In 1709, when William Byrd II
complained that the teenaged Edward Randolph had been impudent, the
father promised punishment if the boy should behave so again. Ran-
dolph's relations with his two dauvghters is less well documented. They
each married, and he doubtless furnished them with an ample dowry, as
is suggested by the fact that they were bequeathed only a ring from his
estate, but there is no record of the amounts settled on them. His
daughter, Mary Stith, lived in Charles City County, and he saw her
regularly. His younger daughter, Elizabeth Bland, lived in Williams-
burg, and he stayed with her whenever he was in town.l3 !

Randolph, like most of the gentry, supported the Established
_C‘hu:cch. Virginians were not noted for their piety; they went to church
out of social habit and served the parish out of a sense of public
obligation. Very little is known of Randolph's religious convictions.
As the holder of public office, he routinely affirmed the test act
disclaiming transubstantiation. The sentiments expressed in his will
are more or less typical of such a document, but reveal at the same
time a theological awareness. "first," he wrote, "I Comit my Soule
into the protecion of my Almighty Omnipotent and great Creator, wth a
Stedfast faith and an Assured hope through his mercies and the Merritts
of his Son, my blessed (and all sufficient) Lord Saviour and redeemer

Jesus Christ to have pardon and remission of my (Manifold) Sins and
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transgressions, and to receive a Joyfull resurrecion, and inherit
Eternall Salvaion and felicity in his heavenly glorious and Everlasting
Kingdom.e.. w132

As one of the leading men of the county, Randolph could not escape
acquaintance with the ministers of Henrico Parish. He had, for example,
a long association with the Reverend James Blair. It is probable that
he was a member of the vestry. Certainly he and his family rode out
regularly on Sunday mornings to worship at the nearby parish churches
at Curles or Henricopolis.

Randolph enjoyed the pleasures of his social class. In the com-
pany of his friends he was fun-loving and hospitable. He was interested
in horse-racing, a most popular sport among Virginians in general and
in particular among the residents of Henrico where there were no less
than five race tracks. The records do not indicate that Randolph was
ever a mounted rider, but he was certainly involved in the contest of
the horses. Wagers were taken seriously and treated as contracts in
the county courts where disputes were often settled. On August 1, 1689,
Randolph came before the Henrico court in a suit rising out of a race
run at the Malvern Hill track between the horses of William Eppes and
William Sutton. At stake was "ten Shillings on each side". During the
race each horse was to be kept to its own course unless at the start
Stephen Cocke, who was Sutton's jockey, could in two or three leaps
gain the other side without touching Eppes' horse or rider. Randolph
started the race and was in a good position to see what happened. He
later testified that the horses "had a fair start & Mr. Cocke endeavoured
to gett the other riders path...but...he did not gett it at two or three

Jumps nor many upon wch they Josselled upon Mr. Epes horses path all
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most part of the race. The decision was in Eppes' favor, and Cocke was
made to pay 20 shillings.13 3
Exactly a year later, on August 1, 1690, Randolph came again to
the Henrico court to make deposition in a suit rising out of another
horse race. With him as deponents were Benjamin Harrison II of Brandon
and the Reverend James Blair. According to Randolph's testimony, Mr.
Robert Napier agreed to race his white horse against a sorrel belonging
to Mr. Littlebury Eppes. Captain William Soane bet %10 on the sorrel.
' To bind the wager each party "put down earnest". The race was to be
run on October 10, 1689. In the meantime Napier kept his horse with
Mr. Blair, but shortly before the appointed time took the animal away
and did not appear for the contest. It was, said Randolph, "proposed
& digcourg'd at ye time of making ye race that ye horse that did not
appear upon ye ground at ye time appointed should lose ye wager or words
to that effect." When Harrison and Blair confirmed Randolph's tesgti-
mony, the jury awarded the case to Soame.lB,4
Randolph amused himself in other ways. One winter afternoon he
Played cricket at Westover with William Byrd II.13 5 A Henrico neighborx,
Hugh Davis, told of a gathering at Turkey Island during which his hat
was destroyed. According to Davis, he was being "very privately merry"
with some other gentlemen "at ye house of Capt. Wm. Randolph" when they
reflected on "the badness of my hatt (which I putt on in very bad
weather." Said Davis, "Gent/lemen/., being you dislike my hatt I will
burne this & wear a better."136
While Randolph enjoyed the company of friends, his relationship
with them had a serious aspect. His longstanding friendship with

Colonel William Byrd I is a case in point. Both men were close in age,
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Randolph the elder by two years, and both had come to the colony near
the same time, They settled in Henrico County and since they were eager
to rise in the world as quickly as possible, it was natural that their
paths crossed. Exactly when they met is unrecorded; possibly they were
introduced by a mutual friend, Henry Isham, Their careers prospered.
They were the largest landholders in the county. Each had mercantile
interests, Byrd as an Indian trader and Randolph as a tobacco dealer.
They served together in the county as militia officers, were trustees
of the college, and holders of high office: Byrd was Councillor and
Auditor General; Randolph, Attorney General, House Speaker and Clerk,
and Escheater General. Of the two, Byrd was the wealthier and more
ini‘luéntial; but if there was rivalry, it did not alter their relation~
|ship.137

When Byrd wrote his will on July 8, 1700, Randolph was among the
"Loving Friends" named "to be Trustees & to Act on my Sons behalf till
he shall come into the Country, or send & depute such persons as he
shall think fit." And Randolph and his wife were among the four wit-
nesses who signed the will,

Four years later, Byrd's son was still in England, so, on Sunday
morning, December 3, 170L, Colonel Byrd thinking himself to be dying
sent a boy to Turkey Island to fetch his friend. Upon receiving the
news that Byrd might not live until he could get to him, Randolph made
haste even though he was suffering an attack of the gout and could not
travel on horseback, With Mrs. Randolph and four crewmen he boarded his
boat and sped down river to Westover where he found Byrd somewhat im-

proved. He remained all day with the sick man until about eleven

o'clock in the evening when Byrd bid him goodnight saying that he hoped
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in the morning to be well enough to settle his affairs. However, at
2 a.m. Randolph was aroused and told that his friend was dying. When
Randolph came to Byrd and asked how he felt, he replied that he was
resting easy and that with a little sleep he should be better. Ran-
dolph inquired about a will and Byrd said the document written several
years before could easily be amended. Randolph was silent for awhile,
but Byrd did not sleep, so Randolph said, "Sir you are very weak & Yet
very sensible, I believe it would be well if you did now settle Your
busginess according to Your desire." But Byrd waited out the night, At
daylight he left his bed for a chair and sent the housekeeper to unlock
his important papers and bring his will to him. VWhen it came, Byrd
handed it to Randolph who asgked if it were the right will, Saying yes,
Byrd went back to bed. Mrs. Randolph and the housekeeper had, in the
meantime, left the room. Byrd dictated a bequest to the housekeeper
which Randolph wrote on the back of the will., When he was finished,
Randolph went to Byrd's bedside. Byrd sent his manservant from the
room while Randolph read the codicil., Randolph said Byrd should sign
the document and stepped to the door to call back the manservant to
help the sick man. But Byrd had raised himself and was sitting on the
edge of the bed. Randolph called again for help. The manservant and
the housekeeper came running. Randolph, as he said, "being then lame
of the Gout" was "not able to Assist him." But before the servants
could settle him in his chair, Byrd was dead.138

Randolph handled Byrd's affairs until the younger Byrd returned

139

to Virginia. That he did the job honestly and well is attested by
hig friendship with William Byrd II.

To the end of his life William Randolph remained active, surrounded
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by his family and friends, performing his business and public duties.
His last years, however, were marred by ill-health. Apparently the gout
of which he complained at the time of Colonel Byrd's death grew progres-
sively worse., By 1710 he was frequently incapacitated by the disease.
On May 22 the younger William Byrd, who fancied himself something of a
medical man, sent castorium to Turkey Island to treat Randolph's "stomach
gout." Five days later Byrd went himself to see Colonel Randolph. "I
found him better than he had been," Byrd noted. "We had bacon and peas
for dimner. I let the Colonel know anything I had was ip his service...."
Randolph suffered a relapse in June, "was very ill and very melancholy."
In late July he visited Westover and repcrted to Byrd that he was "just
recovered of a dangerous sickness." He felt well enough toward the end
of the summer to stand for election to the House of Burgesses, and was
a winner. His condition remained stable until March, 1711, when he was
again much troubled with gout. He was unable to resist the disease.
Several times in early April Byrd heard that he was very sick. On
April 10, young John Randolph came to Byrd with news that his father
was no better and desired a bottle of sack, which wae sent. The crisis
passed, for members of Randolph's family who had gathered at Turkey
Island returned to their occupations. Byrd was in Williamsburg on
April 20 dining with Governor Spotswood when news arrived "that Colonel
Randolph was extremely sick and in great danger." The next day Byrd
recorded in his diary: "Colonel Randolph died this evening about
5 o'clock."lho

In his will Randolph had expressed a wish that his body "be de-

cently buried."ll":L His coffin, accordingly, was interred in the burying

12
ground not far from the Turkey Island houre. 4
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William Randolph of Turkey Island founded a great family. In
fact, he and his wife are often called the Adam and Eve of Virginia.
While that is an exaggeration (the Carter family, for instance, was
larger and at least as powerful), the Randolphs were numerous, and they
dominated Virginia society and politics throughout the colonial period
and beyond. That they remained potent through succeeding generations
was in large measure a credit to the family founder who not only
accumulated a vast fortune but had at the same time establisghed a tradi-
tion of public service. William Randolph lived long enough to educate
his children, parcel out his wealth among them equally, and see that

they were placed in positions of opportunity and leadership.
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Coll, Wm Randolph of Warwick

Shire but late of Virginia Gen:

died April 11, 1711
fl!ﬁndolph Coat of Arms/

Mrs. Mary Randolph his only wife
died Zﬁecember 29, 17357
She was Daughter of M. Hen: ISham
by Katherine his wife he was of
NorthamptonShire: bdbut late of Virgi
nia Gent.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER IIT
ELIZABETH RANDOLPH AND THE FAMILY OF

MARY RANDOLFH STITH

A. ELIZABETH RANDOLPH the Elder (?--17 April 1685)
Elizabeth Randolph the Elder, so-called to distinguish her from
a sister of the same name born after her death, was one of the tuo eld-
est children of William and Mary Isham Randolph. All that is certainly
known of her is inscribed on a tombstone in the Randolph family burying
1
ground at Turkey Island:
Here Lyes the
Body of Elizabeth
Randolph
Daughter
of Wmn & Mary Randolph
who was Born March blanl_c7
and Dyed on
Good Friday Being
April ye 17 in ye Year

of our Lord 1685

B. MARY RANDOLPH STITH (?--?)
Mary Randolph Stith, described by a contemporary as "a gentle~
woman of great worth and discretion, in good favour with the gentry,
2

and great esteem and respect with the common people," was the daughter,
sister, and mother of important Virginians. Her father was William
Randolph of Turkey Island, her brothers included William Randolph IT
and Sir John Randolph, and her son was William Stith, historian of
Virginia and President of the College of William and Mary. She was
born before 1681,3 one of the two eldest Randolph children, and was
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named for her mother, Ma.ry Isham Randolph. About 1696 she married John
Stith, Jr., of Charles City County.

Somewhat older than his wife, Stith came from a family that had
been in Virginia since the 1650's and was an established planter who
owned well over 1,500 acres in Charles City and James City counties and
whose home plantation at Swinyards was situated a short distance to the

L

eagst from Westover, the more famous seat of the Byrd family.~ He was
also a public official serving as sheriff of Charles City County in
1712-1713 and as one of the county's representatives in the House of
Burgesses from 1718 until his death about 1720.5
As long as her hushand was alive, Mrs. Stith was occupied with the
responsibilities of a plantation mistress. Begimning about 1697 she bore
three children, John, William, and Mary.6 As a close neighbor of Wil-
liam Byrd II, she was meationed frequently in his diaries, but it is
not always clear whether Byrd was referring to her or her sister-in-law,
Mrs. Drury Stith. On several occasions between 1709 and 1712 Byrd found
her at the sick-bed of their neighbor, Mrs. Harrison of Berkeley. When
there was illness at Westover, she sent gifts of food. Sometimes she
was among the church people whom Byrd took home to Sunday dinner.
After a neighborhood party in February, 1710, Byrd noted, "Mr. Harrison
seemed to be very gallant to Mrs. Stith." Later when Byrd and other
company arrived unexpectedly at Swinyards, they were "courteously enter-
tained" even though John Stith had been gravely ill for several weeks.
Perhaps it was she who came to Byrd in December, 1709, to ask him to
explain to Mrs. Harrison that she had not given him the gossip that Mrs.

Barrison "was delivered of two children before her time." Byrd oblig-

ingly wrote their neighbor that Mrs. Stith had never told him "any such
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thing." But he recorded in his diary Mrs. Stith had told that tale to
Mrs. Byrd who repeated it to h:i.m.7 Byrd liked Mrs. Stith, and they main-
tained their friendship after she left the county.

Sometime after the death of her husband, Mary Stith moved to
Williamsburg where she became the housekeeper of the College of William
and Mary. According to tradition, she came to town at the insistence
of her brother, John Ra.ndolph,8 who also may have secured the house-
keeper's office for her. That she took a paid position was unusual for
a woman of her birth and station. Perhaps she thought it best to leave
the family plantation to her eldest son and his new wife. The house-
keeper's post, with a salary and lodgings included, provided the oppor-
tunity she sought to be independent of her children. Whatever her rea-
sons, about 1720 she and her young daughter took up their residence at
the college, where William, her second son, was enrolled in the grammar
school.

"There is one Mrs Stith that lives in the Colledge," a contempor-
ary noted. "She has the management of the Childrens Necessarys As
linnen Bedding &ca & orders their Victua.llss."9 Appointed by the Board
of Visitors to board and lodge the faculty and students, her duties,
besides planning the meals and ordering the food and housekeeping sup-
plies, included supervising (with the gardner) the college kitchen
garden, corn fields, and milk cows, and directing the college servants
in cooking and serving, in the laundry, mending, and nursing. EHer
accounts were kept by the college bursar who received fees and made
disbursements for the housekeeper's services. Her salary is unrecorded,
but one of her predecessors was allowed an expense account of "Ell per

annum for each scholar," a personal servant, and lodgings at the
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college.lo Mrs. Stith, said the Reverend Bugh Jones, Professor of
Mathematics, in 172, performed the duties of her office "in the neat-
est and most regular and plentiful 111a.v.'1.ner."l:L

There are a few accounts of her during the years she was college
housekeeper. In the fall of 1720 her old friend, William Byrd, who was
in town on business, saw her several times when he called on Commissary
James Blair at the college. One evening they chatted for three hours,
and, two nights later, Byrd and Blair sent for Mrs. Stith to play a
game of cards during which, Byrd noted afterwards, he "lost two bits."l2

Not all accounts were as pleasant as Byrd's. Mrs. Stith had her
enemies, in particular, one Mrs. Keith, housekeeper for the widowed
Blair. Apparently the college was not large enough for two housekeepers.
How long the feelings of the two women had festered is unknown, but on
Friday morning, September 6, 1728, Mrs. Stith amnounced that Mrs. Keith
had spent the previocus night in the room of Master James Irwin, the un-
married professor of mathematics. As Mrs. Stith told the tale, she
was preparing for bed on Thursday night when, about eleven o'clock, she
heard a strange noise. Taking it for the snores of her daughter who
had gone early to sleep, she called to her, but the girl was silent;
go she listened more carefully until she determined that someone, puff-
ing heavily and quite out of breath from the long climb, was coming up
the back stairs. She sent her maid with a candle to investigate. When
the slave exclaimed that it was a ghost, Mrs. Stith looked for herself
to find Mrs. Keith entering Irwin's chambers.

The tale "Soon blow'd all over the Town & Country, +ill it rose
to be a terrable Storm.”" Finally Commissary Blair caught wind of it,

and he called Mrs. Stith and her servants separately to examine them,
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