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PREFACE

The Robert Carter Letterbook 1764-1768 is transcribed and edited
for the purpose of presenting in usable form an important segment of
the personal correspondence and business records of a leading
Virginia planter, The Letterbook contains primarily two types of
letters: those relating to business and those relating to social and
political events in Virginia.

Carter’s business correspondence, directed to merchants, estate
agents, and family, includes invaluable information concerning
economic conditions surrounding the Virginia planter. A large
portion of the commercial letters provides an account of Carter's
relations with merchants in New York, London, Madeira, and
Leghorn, These letters point out the complexity of Carter's
transactions and his complete dependence upon merchants to handle
his affairs profitably. Other business correspondence deals with the
problems involved in overseeing the diverse activities of the
plantations, These problems reaulted from the difficulties encountered
in managing large landholdinge scattered throughout the colony. Those
business letters directed to friends and memberse of the family are
concerned with the technicalities of settling the large estates of

several prominent men in the colonies. One estate is that of the
i
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deceased Governor Francis Fauquier; another sucn estate 18 that of
Carter's father«»im—law, Benjamin Tasker, a Maryland resident.

There are only a few letters dealing with political and social
aspects of the colony. They describe in detail some of the important
news events of the doy and are directed almost exclusively to family
members,

The Robert Carter Letterbook is of significance for the student
of eighteenth-century economic and social history. It reveals much
about the life of an eighteenth-century aristocrat. Although Carter
never projected his personality into his letters, orders to merchants
for books and musical instruments reveal that he was a man of
culture and refinement. The Letterbook is, however, especially
valuable because it provides detailed information about two important
parts of the colonial Virginia economy; namely, the intricacies
involved in making enormous landholdings profitable and the pattern
of relationships between planter and merchant,

The intreoduction describes and explains the contents of the
1764-1768 Letterbook and places it in its eighteenth-century setting.
The introduction is divided into five parts, Part I is a biographical
sketch of Robert Carter of Nomini Hall. Part Il describes the social,
economic, and political life in Williamsburg during the years 1764~
1768 when Robert Carter was living there and writing his Letterbook.
The third portion of the introduction contains a discussion of the

contents of the Letterbook. Part IV is devoted to a description of the



v
physical characteristice of the original manuscript. Part V explains
the methods used in editing the Letterbook.

Many individuals have assisted me in editing the Letterbook and in
writing the introduction. I am indebted to Dy, Edward M. Riley,
Director of Research, Colonial Williamsburg, for granting me
permission to edit the Letterbook and for permitting me the use of
Colonial Williamsburg facilities. I am especially grateful to the
members of the Research Staff and to Miss Lynette Adcock of the
Archives Department for their advice and encouragement.

I wish to thank My. James A. Servies, Librarian of the College
of William and Mary and the faculty members of the History
Department, especially Dr. Richard B. Sherman and Dr. Lester J.
Cappon for their careful reading and criticism of the manuscript.

Finally, this Letterbook could not have been completed had it not
been for the many kindnesses of Dr. Lawrence Towner and Dr. Thaddeus
Tate, my thesis advisers, who so ably guided and inspired me in my

work,

S.B.E.

May, 1962
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THE ROBERT CARTER LETTERBOOK 1764-1768



INTRODUCTION

1. Biographical Sketch of Robert Carter of Nomini Hall

In 1649 John Carter, the great-grandfather of Robert Carter of
Nomini Hall, emigrated from England to Virginia. l Little is known
about his ancestors or why he chose to come to America. He
eventually settled in the Northern Neck, a region situated between
the Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers. There he acquired some
13, 500 acres of land and established his home, '""Corotoman.'" As a
successful businessman and planter, he became a member of the
House of Burgesses and later of the governor's Council. At John
Carter's death, his son, Robert "King'" Carter was the sole heir,
"King' Carter, talented in politics and in the handling of commercial
interests, was perhaps the most outstanding member of the family.

He served as a Burgess, Speaker of the House of Burgesses, a member
of the Council, President of the Council, and from July, 1726 to
Septermnber, 1727, he governed the Colony of Virginia. Realizing the
increasing importance of fresh land in the production of tobacco, "King"
Carter acquired vast amounts of land which he willed to his sons and
grandsons. Over one-third of this land was situated in the Northern
Neck. The largest portion of land was given to John Carter, the oldest

son, and the rest was divided between Robert Carter II, Landon,
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Charles, and George. Robert II's portion included Nomini Hall in
the Northern Neck, and it was there that he and his wife, Priscilla
Churchill, came to live. Robert Carter Il died in 1732, a few months
before his father, leaving two chi}dren. Robert Carter il and
Elizabeth. Shortly thereafter, Robert Ill's uncles and guardians,
Charles, Landon, and J ohn Carter, obtained a legislative enactment
vesting the share of "King' Carter's estate intended for Robert
Carter II in Robert Carter Ill. As a result, Robert Carter IiI, later
known as Councillor Robert of Nomini Hall, inherited from his
grandfather more than 70, 000 acres of land, including numerous
plantations and more than one hundred slaves. Robert Carter also
inherited great political influence and prestige from his family,
many of whom had achieved prominence in Virginia.

Robert Carter of Nomini Hall was born in February 1728 and spent
most of his early childhood in Gloucester County at Warner Hall, the
home of his stepfather, Colonel John L.ewis. At the age of nine he
began his formal education at the College of William and Mary.
Whether or not he remained at the College for more than two years is
not clear, but it is certain that he continued his studies. At twenty-
one he journeyed to England to be further educated, a customary
practice for the sons of wealthy planters. When he returned to
Virginia in 1751, Robert had become a serious businessman and a
cultivated gentleman, He was prepared to take over the business of
his estates, which heretofore had been managed for him by his

paternal uncles.
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In April 1754 Robert Carter married Frances Tasker of Maryland.
Through this marriage he formed new and valuable connections,
Frances' father, Benjamin Tasker, had been President of the Council
of Maryland for thirty-two years and acting governor. Her mother,
Anne Bladen Tasker, was the daughter of William Bladen, who had
been Secretary and Attorney-General of Maryland. Colonel Thomas
Bladen, her mother's brother and a former governor of Maryland,
had moved to England where he was a member of Parliament. ‘ The
Tasker family derived much of their income from the Baltimore Iron
Works, which had been founded in 1731 by a partnership of five of
Maryland's leading citizens: Charles Carroll, Daniel Dulany,
Benjamin Tasker, Dr. Charles Carroll, and Daniel Carroll. It was
fast becoming one of the largest and most successful industries in
eighteenth-century America. ? Robert's connection with the family
enabled him to secure a one-{ifth ownership in the Company.

From the beginning of his career as a planter and businessman,
Robert Carter was concerned chiefly with the management of his
complex agricultural and commercial interests. Consequently, his
role in Virginia politics was not outstanding. Although he served for
fourteen years on the governor's Council, there is no evidence that
he was ever elected to a public office. FHis appointment to the Council
in 1758 was secured chiefly by hie wife's uncle, Thomas Bladen, who

exerted influence with his friends on the Board of Trade. Thus

without any experience in the county courts or House of Burgesses,
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the traditional political stepping stones of prominent Virginians,
Robert Carter was selected to be a member of the highest governing
body in the Colony.

Carter felt that it was incumbent upon him as a man of wealth and
prominent social position to engage in political activities. For eleven
of his fourteen years as a Council member he lived with his family
in Williamsburg in order to be near the center of political activity in
the Colony. During these years he witnessed the Council's loss of
power to the House of Burgesses and the growing opposition in Virginia
to the Mother Country. Councillor Carter never commented in his
letterbook on the changing political situation. He was more interested
in the profitable management of his plantations than in adapting
himself to a new system of politics. He decided, in fact, to devote
more time to private affairs, and in May 1772 he returned to Nomini
Hall with his family.

During the Revolutionary War Carter took a patriotic stand on the
side of the Colonies. He supported the non-importation agreements of
the First Continental Congress and instructed his overseers to do the
same. In 1777 he took the oath, along with other patriots in
Westmoreland County, renouncing allegiance to George III, Although
he supported the side of the Colonies he never volunteered for political
or military service, He was busy with the increasingly difficult
operation of liis plantations. The war had curtailed the exportation

of leaf tobacco and the importation of British goods to the pobnt where
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Carter had to shift to a diversified economy on his plantations and
rely upon the home manufacture of articles which he had previously
imported cheaply. :

After the war Carter maintained a casual interest in politics,
but he never held a state or federal office under the new government.
His attention had turned to religious activity during the war years
and it occupied much of his later life. He had always been a
faithful and conscientious member of the Anglican Church,
traditionally the church of the Virginia aristocracy, but in his later
years his religious beliefs changed many times. In 1776 Carter
became a Deist. Finding this position unsatisfactory, he became a
Baptist in 1778 and participated actively in the church. He was made
a member of the general committee in Virginia and corresponded
with many of the leading elders on matters of doctrine, He offered
to educate talented youths as Baptist ministere and he established a
church at Nomini. Doctrinal differences with church elders caused
Robert Carter to become interested in Arminianism, although he
never publicly announced his beliefs in that regard. Still later he
was impressed by the doctrine of the Swedish mystic, Emanuel
Swedenborg, and in 1790 he became a convert to the Church of the New
Jerusalem where he remained until his death.

By 1793 Carter was finding the supervision of his vast estates
increasingly complex and wearisome, Frances Tasker Carter had

died in 1787 and the surviving twelve of their seventeen children were
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grown, After providing for the manumission of his slaves and the
management of his plantations by others, Robert Carter left Virginia
in 1793 to live in Baltimore where he remained among friends and

relatives until his death in March, 1804 at the age of seventy«six.



II. The Years in Williamsburg

The 1764-1768 Letterbook was written whi}-e_ Robert Carter was
living in Willlamsburg. His residence there, now called the "Carter~
Saunders House,' was purchased by Carter from his cousin, Robert
Carter Nicholas, in 1761, Located on Palace Street, adjacent to
the governor's residence, the house was at the very heart of the life
of the little city.

Williamsburg was a center of social as well as political and
commercial activity for the whole colony. Much of this activity was
concentrated at ""Public Times,'" which occurred four times each year
at sessions of the General Court in April and October and of the
Oyer and Terminer Court in June and December, People from all
over the colony then met at Williamsburg, increasing the city's
population from one or two thousand persons to five or six thousand. °

Many entertainments and diversions were scheduled to coincide
with Public Times. The theater presented popular plays of the day,
frequently those of Shakeapeare. Agricultural fajirs featured foot
racing, chasing the greased pig, dancing, fiddling, and singing in
addition to the regular contests for the best livestock and poultry in
the show, Horseracing provided another source of amusement,

particularly for those who liked to gamble. Dancing was extremely
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popular during Public Times., Balls were held not enly at the Palace,
but also in town houses and at nearby plantations. Innkeepers and
dance masters usually arranged spring and fall assemblies for
students and guests, Concerts, 1a.rgeiy amateur, were frequently
held in the Governor's Palace and in other dwellings in the city. !

During Public Times those who did not stay with friends or own a
house in town lodged in the numerous inns and ordinaries in
Wi!liamsburg.. These accommeodations also provided a headquarters
for those who had business in town. There and also in the vicinity of
the Capitol many types of business were transacted; loans were made
and debts settled, Virginia merchants placed orders for Europ ean
goods, auction sales of foreign commodities were held, and shippers
secured cargo space to European ports, ’

Williamsburg was as important politically as it was secially and
commercially. It was, after all, meetings of the courts that
occasioned Public Times in the first place and often meetings of the
legislature might be called for the same dates.

At the apex of the political pyramid was the royal governor, who
was chief magistrate, captain general, and chief justice of the
colony, Through him the British government made its will known in
the Old Dominion. Although Sir Jeffery Amherst was titular governor
of Virginia, Lieutenant Governor Fauquier, often called "Governor,"

resided in Williamsburg and headed the colonial government at the

time the Letterbook begins. Within the years that it covers Fauguier,
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however, died. Norborne Berkeley Baron de Botetourt, the first
resident governor-in-chief in sixty~-two years, succeeded him in
October, 1768,

The Virginia Assembly, the legislative body of the colony,
convened under the authority of the governor and was composed of
two houses, the House of Burgesses and the Council. The House of
Burgesses was the representative branch and lower house of the
Assembly. Two members were elected from each county, while
I\%orfolk. Williamsburg, Jamestown, and the College of William and
Mary were represented by one member each. The Council, on which
Carter served, was the upper house, the embodiment of aristocracy,
and the principal stronghold of conservatism in the colony. It was
cc::mposed usually of twelve members, who were appointed by the king
on the advice of the governor and with the approval of the Board of
Trade. Councillors also served as advisers to the governor and with
the governor as judges in the General Court. After 1711 they were also
judges of the Court of Oyer and Terminer, which met between the
sessions of the General Court in an effort to handle the increasing
number of criminal offenses. ? Since Councillors met four times a
year in their judicial capacity and even more frequently, often on
short notice, in their advisory capacity to the governor, Robert
Carter probably found that traveling back and forth to Williamsburg
made it difficult for him to manage either his business at Nomini Hall

or his official duties adequately. He no doubt thought it would be
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preferable to transfer his residence to Williamsburg, and this he did
in March, 1761, remaining there until 1772,

In 1764 the Carter family included four children, Benjamin (born
November 9, 1756), Robert Bladen (born March 18, 1759), Priscilla
{(born June 15, 1760), and Anne Tasker (born January 17, 1762). 1
In view of the Councillor's prominent political, economic, and
social position, the style in which the family lived is not surprising.
The Williamsburg house was expensively furnished in the best manner
of the day. Orders to London included silk and worsted damask for
curtains, large brass sconces, assorted pieces of silver, mahogany
furniture, and wall paper for three parlors. . Robert Carter's
Letterbook also contains orders for a variety of other goods including
china, silver, garden and carpentry equipment for the house, and
articles for the family and servants, . Still other orders for wearing
apparel indicate that the family dressed in the finest eighteenth-century
fashion, A letter from Carter to his London tailor requests a suit
"embroidered with gold and handsome gilded buttons' and silk
stockings, Apparel for Mrs. Carter included a green sarcenet quilted
coat, velvet shoes, white lamb gloves, French beads, a fan, and a
green silk bonnet trimmed with brown lace. Coats with gilt buttons,
breeches, silver laced hats, shoes, and knee buckles were ordered for
the boys. The girls were dressed in lawn frocks, red morocco shoes,

French fillets, coloréd silk bonnets, and red glass necklaces. Clearly

the Carters lived in gracious style at the capital for these ten years,
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bringing up their family and entertaining friends.

The years covered by this Letterbook were especially exciting
ones in the history of Williamsburg, for they witnessed the beginning
of the controversy with England that was to eventuate in the
Revolutionary War. Somewhat surprisingly, however, Carter did
not comment at all extensively upon such stirring events as the debate
over Patrick Henry's Resolves against the Stamp Act or the near
mobbing of the Virginia Stamp Agent, George Mercer. The Letterbook,
however, provides a detailed record of a number of other phases of

his life during this four year period of his residence in Williamsburg.



1. The Contents of the Letterbook

Councillor Carter, a prudent businessman, kept a record of all
his transactions, Thus, the 1764~1768 Letierbook served as a carbon
copy of his business and important personal correspondence for those
years, Altimug‘h the Letterbook includes such topics as plantation
management, family business, politice, and news events, it is
concerned almost exclusively with commercial letters, many of
which are addressed to merchants abroad. These letters illustrate
two important facts about Virginia's economy in these years: First,
where the planter used the so-called congignment system for marketing
his crop, he was completely dependent upon the merchant as his agent
abroad., Secondly, commercial transactions in the eighteenth ¢century
could be extremely complex,

A cargo shipment, usually tobacco, provided the basis for the
transaction between the planter and the merchant, Their relationship
was initiated through correspondence which formulated plans for
handling the tobacco. The planter consigned the tf':bacco to a merchant
of his choice. The risk of transporting, unloading, and storage of the
tobacco fell on the planter, The merchant handled the crop only from
the time it reached England until it was sold. The planter relied

completely upon the merchant to receive the bills of lading, order the

xix



cargs unloaded, pay the customs duty, cart the hogsheads to warehouses,
and, most important of all, to sell the tobacco at the best price. For
performigg these duties the merchant received a commission of two

and a half or three per cent of the sale price and other costs. ? The
returns of the sale, with deductions for duties, freight charges,
insurance, and commission were credited to the planter. The planter
used his credit in two ways. He could order supplies, furnighings,

and clothing from the merchant or he could draw from his credit by
means of a bill of exchange.

A simple bill of exchange transaction involved four parties. “ In
Virginia a planter with credit in England sold his sterling credits for
a sum in Virginia currency. The buyer of the bill of exchange then
gent it to his British creditor whe in turn presented it to the firm on
which it was originally drawn. If the planter's account did not have
sufficient funds, payment was refused and the bill was 'protested.

The exchange rate stood at par twenty-five when K125 in Virginia
currency purchasedfl00 sterling. The actual rate of exchange
fluctuated considerably from fifteen to over sixty-five, depending upon
the quantity of money and the number of bills brought to market, When
Virginia money was scarce the exchange rate declined, i.e., Virginia
money increased in value relative to sterling. Conversely, if there

wag more money than billg, Virginia money decreased in value.

In Williamsburg the buyers and sellers of sterling bills assembled at
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""the Exchange," an open street in back of the Capitol. The exchange
rate quoted there was generally for bills drawn on London payable
gixty days after presentment. Bills drawn for a 1ong;ar period sold
for a lower price. Drawers of unusually good standing often received
more than the establighed rate and thoee with poor records received
less.

Frequently the planter rather than drawing a bill of exchange
ordered a variety of goods and supplies which the merchant purchased
for him with the proceeds of the tobacco sales. In this case, the
merchant shaped the tastes of his customer and determined the quality
of his supplies. Some planters ordered more than they could pay for
in a given year and found themselves indebted to the merchants, To
secure their interests the consignment merchants continued to extend
credit to planters so they could continue to operate their plantations,
In this way the debts grew annually, became permanent, and were
handed down from father to son. The relationship of debtor to creditor
reduced the planter to a state of dependence upon the merchant, who
had a right to insist that the debtor continue to consign tobacco to him,
The planter also had to accept the results of the sale of his crop,
however unsatisfactory. This naturally led to abus es, both accidental
and intentional. The exceptional planter who succeeded in staying out
of dei;t was courted by the merchants who desired his business. They
were solicitous over the planter's health and family and frequently sent

15
gifts and tokens of esteem.
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Robert Carter, one of the more prudent planters, realized the
importance of keeping out of debt and attempted to keep a favorable
balance with his consignment mé:chants. As a result his relations
with them were generally cordial. 16

One of Carter's primary European correspondents was Edward
Hunt & Son of London. Carter depended upon this firm to handle the
bulk of his business abroad between 1764 and 1768 and to perform
various Hther duties for him, In 1767-68 Edward Hunt & Son acted as
an arbiter in a case brought against Carter by Jackson & Ruthifurd,
merchants in Leghorn, Italy. Depositions were sent to England by
Governor Fauquier and other parties involved. Y Carter frequently
petitioned Hunt to purchase tickets for him in the State Lottery and he
often included instructions for handling any money he might win. . In
1766 Carter asked Edward Hunt and James Buchanan & Company in
London to assist in having George Wythe appointed King's Attorney.
Merchants like Hunt and Buchanan were powerful and often had influence
enough to push candidates into such positions., Carter also frequently
relied on Edward Hunt for advice, In 1765, for example, he instructed
T{z'ia overseers to follow a plan for managing tobacco suggested by Hunt. ?
In addition a merchant like Hunt might keep the planter in touch with
business and political canﬁitian‘s in Europe, in a very real sense acting
as a link between the colony and the Mother Country.

As to the second economic problem implied in Carter's Letterbook,

the complexity of eighteenth~century commercial transactions, it
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cannot he fully understood without giving a brief account of the problems
involved in raising the crops and preparing them for shipment.

Tobacco, the staple crop of Virginia, required detailed attention.
Work on the crop began before seed time one year and extended beyond
seed time the next year with few intervals of inactivity, The whole
process of cultivation required at least thirty-six separate operations.
There were two types of tobacco commonly grown in Virginia: oronoco
and sweetscented. The annual routine of tobacco cultivation began in
the spring. When the plants reached full growth, they were carried
into gpecially-built curing houses. Sweetscented tobacco normally
required three weeks to cure while oronoco required six. Thorough
drying was important; otherwise the tobacco rotted en route to England.
The final operation wae that of placing tobacco into large wooden casks
called hogsheads. The tobacco was laid in smooth layers, and by
means of levers and weights it was tightly packed. The hogsheads of
sweetscented tobacco weighed between 950 and 1, 400 pounds and those
of oronoco between 750 and 1, 150 pounds. %0 After the tobacco was
packed, the planter had the hogsheads rolled or carried by a sloop to
the nearest tobacco warehouse,

In 1730 Virginia had passed the Inspection Act which established
public warehouses along navigable rivers in the tidewater area. The
act provided for the appointment of official inspectors and reguired
planters to transport every hogshead of tobacco to a warehouse for

inspection, The Inspectors were empowered to break open each
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hogshead and to remove and burn any trash, After inspection the
planter received an Inspector's Note that listed his hogsheads by mark
and number, recorded the gross, neét, and tare or waste of the tobacco,
and specified whether it was sweetscented or oronoco,

The Inspector's Notea were used in three different ways. They
were transferable and could circulate from hand to hand without
endorsement. In this way they served as currency and greatly
facilitated exchange at a2 time when coin was ;&:ame. If the tobacco
was consigned to 4 merchant, the planter arranged freight for his
crop and turned the Inspector's Note over to the ship captain who in
turn presented it at the warehouse and received the specified hogsheads’
which he loaded aboard the ship. Often the large planters, like Robert
Carter, purchased tobacco from small planters in the colony. In such
cases Carter would purchase the Inspector's Note and present it at
the public warehouse for the tobacco. “

When the tobacco was taken from the warehouse and loaded on a ship
the captain gave the planter an official receipt, called a Bill of
Lading, Thie receipt made the captain responsible for safe délivery of
goods to the merchant abroad. This document was also legal proof of
ownership.

The dominance of tobacco in Virginia was threatened in the last
decades of the eighteenth century and Carter's correspondence provides
an example of the change that was taking place. Planters were plagued

with a protracted price depression, and the occasional years of good
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prices were offset by low yields. Soil exhaustion aggravated the

distress of the planters and many turned to other, more reliable crops,
particularly such cereals as wheat and corn. The methods of preparing
the seedbed and of sowing small grain were crude and time-consuming,
The principal implement used for both planting and cultivation was a

hoe, and harvesﬁng wag done with a sickle, There were several methods
employed in threshing wheat, The one similar to that mentioned in
Carter's Letterbook {s the platform method. The planter constructed

a platform which declined gently toward the circumference. He laid
enough wheat on the {loor to make 500 bushels of grain, and a number of
horses were driven around the platform until the wheat was threshed.
Finally, the planter ran the grain through Dutch fans, an instrument for
winnowing the grain. *

Unlike tobacco or wheat, Indian Corn, or maize, was grown in
Virginia from the earliest period of settlement. There were three
varieties: two which ripened in from ten to twelve weeks and one which
required fourteen weeks. The colonists adopted, with slight changes,
the simple Indian methods of growing corn, “ It could be raised under
primitive conditions, harvested entirely by hand, and it was easily
prepared for consumption. Maize products such as corn meal mush
and corn pone were extremely important articles of diet. Corn also
furnished the chief food of the domestic animals.

After 1760 Robert Carter cultivated both wheat and corn for the

export trade. In the 1764-1768 Letterbook Carter established connections
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with the firms of Jackson & Ruthifurd in Leghorn, Italy and of Scott,
Pringle & Cheap in Madeira, Spain. Carter's relations with these
firms vividly point out the complexity of doing business in the
eighteenth ceptury.

In 12?66 Carter contracted to send Jackson & Ruthifurd wheat and
flour. ) Mail traveled so slowly that it was necessary for Carter to
correspond with this firm for two years concerning a single business
transaction., Banking facilitles were poor, Besides trying to operate
under a constantly fluctuating rate of exchange, Robert Carter had to
draw on Edward Hunt & Son in London to pay for costs incurred in
Virginia. He encountered difficulties in shipping the wheat. The wheat
was too ripe when it left Virginia and the slow transportation caused it
to spoil en route. As a result Jackson & Ruthifurd brought suit against
Carter, and each party had to choose an arbiter in iondon to settle
the dispute.

In 1767 Robert Carter established connections with the Madeira ~
Company, sending them 7, 772 bushels of Indian Corn and 494 bushels
of wheat. ® The scarcity of grain in Europe that year had prompted
his interest in the trade, Carter planned to exchange the wheat and
corn for wine in Madeira and to sell the wine in New York for gold,
bills of exchange, or any articles that would sell in Virginia. He hired
a ghip to transport his cargo, and because of the complexity of the

transaction with Scott, Pringle, & Cheap, Carter sent Mr. Robert Miller

on the trip to handle the details. One of the difficulties encountered in
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this transaction was the lack of a standard measure, Carter feared
that the Madeira measurement of grain wn?tld differ from that used in
the colonies. The venture was not successful., By the time Carter had
received word of the scarcity and had shipped his grain, the Madeira
market was flooded with wheat and corn, Then, although he was able
to exchange his grain for Madeira wine, once the wine arrived in New
York, Carter had great difficulty in selling it,

Robert Carterts efforts to produce and sell a variety of crops such
as Indian Corn, grain, and tobacco all point up the complexity of the
eighteenth~century economy. Careful planning and much time was
required of Carter to operate his landholdings successfully. Market
and weather conditions, labor, shipping costs, and prices had to be
considered, There were also problems of cultivation and of the
advantageous disposal of his produce.

In addition to the letters dealing with mercantile business the
1764~1768 Letterbook contains a few letters concerned with the problems
of handling distant plantations, 26 In a pattern typical of many of the
larger Virginia landholders Councillor Carter's land was scattered over
many counties in Virginia and varied in size from a few hundred to many
thousand acres. Most of his land was situated in the back country of the
Northern Neck and in the Valley. In Northumberland County Carter
owned about 2, 000 acres; in Richmond County, ahout 3, 000 acres.
Landholdings in Westmoreland County included the family seat, Nomini

Hall {the largest of Carter's operating units) and six other plantations.
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His largest landholdings, totaling more than 41, 000 acres, were in
Loudoun County. Smaller holdings, consisting of 5, 346 acres, were
located in Prince William, Fairfax, and Frederick «counties. He also,
of course, owned the house in Williamsburg, “

There were two ways in which Robert Carter managed his
landholdings. One was a system under which plantations were set up as
operating units for th;e; production of a staple money crop, usually
tobacco or grain. Since it was impossible, however, to maintain
plantations on all his property, Carter had to divide the larger portion
of his land into tracts which could be rented. Much of this land was
Jocated in the undeveloped regions of the western counties. It was
leased to tenants for varying periods, often for as long as several life
times. The tenants were allowed to use a stipulated number of acres
for crops, a number of acres were specified as pasture land, and a
certain amount of land was to remain wooded. In return the tenants paid
a yearly rent, usually in fobacco., Carter was lenient with his tenants,
He often decreased the amount of rents when tenants showed that they could
not pay, and he frequently allowed widows in difficult financial straits to
live on his land rent free. In each county where he owned land, Carter
appointed one of his overseers from a nearby plantaﬁcm to be an agent,
The agent's function was to collect rents from the tenants and to remedy
complaints whenever possible. Once a year he made reports to Carter
on the state of the rentals and the condition of the property. *

The overseers' most important job was to take charge of Carter's
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distant pla,ntatioxis. Their duties included the management of slave
labor and the raising of crops. So that the overseer would not abuse
the land and slaves, Carter would specify the quantity of land to be
used, the crops to be produced, and the method of cultivation. Overseers
were required to write reports on the progress and state of affairs at
the plantations, Where tobacco was grown, Carter required the crop to
"be inspected in February so that he would have the Inspector's Notes by
April. Once a year there was a ''yearly settlement, ' when Carter
traveled to each plantation to go over the year's profits and losses. At
this time he would pay his agent ten per cent of all the cash and tobacco
rents collected.

Carter frequently had trouble with his overseers, as is fully
demonstrated in this Letterbook. Mail wap slow and often miscarried,
thereby preventing Carter from receiving news of his distant
landholdings. The overseers themselves were sometimes nejligent in
their duties. In 1767 for instance, Robert Carter wrote to a John Hough
and asked him to replace Captain James Lane who had been removed
because of his inattention to Carter’s '"'sollicitations.' The job required
the agent to collect rents from all of Carter’s tenants in Fairfax, Prince
William, Loudoun and Frederick ‘counties, #

The stewards or superintendents were above the overseers on
Carter’s plantations and were vesponsible for a group of plantations or
tracts in a particular area. They took their oyders directly from the

Councillor and made regular tours of inspection to see that the work was
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efficiently done, They had authority to hire labor, buy and sell in an
advantageous market, and to fix the percentages of tobacco, wheat,

and corn to be grown on the plantation, The responsibility of
supervising and integrating the work of stewards and overseers on large
‘holdings scattered over many counties was a formidable task which
Councillor Carter undertook with success.

On several of Carter's plantations there was a good deal of small
scale industrial development., Carter inherited Dickerson's Mill, one
of the largest in Richmond County, from his grandfather, and he
continued to expand its facilities for grinding wheat and corn. There are
several letters in the 1764~1768 Letterbook directed to John Beale of
Richmond County. Carter wanted a skillful, diligent man to manage his
mills, and so he proposed a partnership with Beale to build a grist mill
and baking house, *

Aside from Councillor Carter's correspondence dealing with
mercantile and plantation business, there are a few letters concerned
with family affairs. Most of these letters are addressed to Benjamin
Tasker, Cartor's father-in-law, * They contain information about
Tasker's business in Virginia which Carter managed, In these letters
Carter discusses the economic troubles of prominent Vﬁrgfniam and his
difficulty in recovering loans made by Tasker. The remaining letters,
written after Tasker's death, are directed to merchants and family
members and concern the settling of Tasker's estate. Benjamin Tasker, Sr.,
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died on July 19, 1768,in the seventy«ninth year of his life. As a result
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Carter was anxious to complete the financial business he had been
transacting for his father-in-law, writing frequently to John Ridout and
the widowed Mrs, Tasker, who were both executors of the Tasker
estate, in order te consult with them. »

After the death of Benjamin Tasker, Sr., Mrs. Anne Ogle, his
daughter, and Robert Carter were left as executors of the estate of his
son, Colonel Benjamin Tasker, Jr., who had died in 1764. * They had
the job of selling Colonel Tasker's one~fifth share in the Baltimore Iron
Works, arranging to get money botirowed by Peyton Randolph and John
Page, and selling Bel Aire, Colonel Tasker's plantation.

Among those indebted to the Taskers, the most notable was William
Byrd III. He had succeeded to the first name in Virginia and frittered
away his heritage until he had won the reputation of being one of the
worst credit risks in the colony. * Robert Carter attempted to bring
judgment against William Byrd for his father-in~law, Byrd had conveyed
his llé,rge holdings to trustees for the benefit of his creditors. Carter had
to negotiate through these trustees who were Peyton Randolph, John Page,
Charles Turnbull, and Presley Thornton. To complicate matters
further, two of the trustees, John Robinson and Peter Randolph had died
so that Carter had to negotiate through their executors. In addition,
Colonel Benjamin Grymes and Colonel Nathaniel Harrison were indebted
to the estate of Colonel Benjamin Tasker, Jr. Carter had previously had

a judgment brought against them for his father~in-law and was still

trying to gain a settlement following the elder Tasker's death.
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There were a number of reasons why Robert Carter had difficulty in
obtaining settlements, During the period 1764-1768, extending credit
was a hazardous business. Many plantere could not have paiél their
debts, even upon the liquidation of their entire holdings. Virginia was
plagued with debts incurred in the French and Indian War. é,s taxes
increased the planters' means of paying them diminished. ? Tobacco,
the money crop, fell rapidly in price and circulating currency had
grown so scarce that people were distressed for money of any kind to
satisfy their creditors. There were so many suits against debtors
that Carter wrote Tasker saying a judgment could not be obtained in the
CGeneral Court, "even upon 2 bond in less time than four or five years," ”

When Carter was able to settle debts for Benjamin Tasker, he
frequently sought the advice of George Wythe, ¥or those cases of
indebtedness which were se‘ttled in court, he had the help of John Blair Jr.,
a barrister. The usual custom of collecting debts in the eighteenth
century was to obtain & judgment of indebtedness in the courts, In order
to do this it was necessary to have a bond, a debt-bearing certificate
signed by the borrower and used as legal proof of indebtedness. * The
principal and interest, charged to the date of judgment, were paid with
current money at a rate fixed by the court. In this manner the creditor
stood to gain or lose in recovering sterling balances in Virginia,
depending upon the current rate of exchange. Carter wrote his father-

in-law in 1767 that he had accepted a bill of exchange, having heard that

there would be more bill purchasers than bill sellers at the Oyer Court,
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As a result, he gained by this settlement,

In helping to settle the estates of Tasker and his son, Carter found
it necessary to send lettere to several members of the Tasker family.
One addressees was Anne Tasker Ogle, a daughter of Benjamin
Tagker Sr. Her husband, Samuel Ogle, a former governor of
Maryland, had died in 1752, Their son, Benjamin Ogle, acquired
Bel Aire plantation, John Ridout, another addressee, was related
to the Taskers by his marriage to Mary Ogle, a daughter of Samuel
Ogle and Anne Tasker Ogle. Christopher Lowndes, an eminent
merchant in Maryland, was still another addressee, He was the
husband of Elizabeth Tasker, a daughter of Benjamin Tasker, Sr,
Carter also wrote o Dantel Dulaney, one of Maryland's leading
citizens, and the husband of Rebecca Tasker, a daughter of Benjamin
Tasker, Sr, 0

The Ias;: group of letters in Robert Carter's Letterbook are those
dealing with politics and news events of the years 1764-1768. With
few exceptions Carter wrote objectively about these events and
carefully concealed his own opinions,

There are only two letters dealing with politics. “ In 1766
Councillor Carter wrote to the merchants Edward Hunt & Son and
James Buchanan & Company to have them recommend George Wythe
to the Board of Trade for the office of King's Attorney. The office
had just been vacated by Peyton Randolph. Following the death of

John Robinson, who had been both Speaker and Treasurer of the House,
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the Burgesses resolved that the offices of Speaker and Treasurer
should not be united in the same person. Robert Carter Nicholas
was elected Treasurer and Peyton Randolph was made Speaker,
Councillor Carter and the merchants were not successful, however,
in getting Wythe selected by the Board of Trade, and instead John
Randolph succeeded his brother Peyton to the office of King's Aitotney, *
One of Carter's most interesting letters is addressed to his wife's
uncle, Thomas Bladen, who resided in England, The letter contains
an account of the celebrated Chiswell- Routledge duel, fought in
Cumberland County at Benjamin Mosby's Tavern on June 3, 1766. The
protagonists were Robert Routledge, a Scottish merchant, and Colonel
John Chiswell, who occupied a prominent place in the community of
Williamsburg, * Although commonly referred to as the Chiswell«
Routledge duel, the word duel is a misnomer., Before several witnesses,
Chiswell, sober and armed with a sword, stabbed and killed the
unarmed and besotted Robert Routledge for an ingult, Shortly thereafter,
Chiswell was admitted to bail by James Blair, William Byrd, and
Presley Thornton, three members of the Council. There was much
excitement and talk throughout the colony that the murderer had been
cleared by the iffluence of great friends. Chiswell is believed to have
committed suicide October 15, 1766, shortly before his trial wae to
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have taken place. Robert Carter's account of the duel is similar to

that found in the Virginia Gazette. He questioned the legality of

Chiswell's bail but was careful to add a notation at the end of the letter
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stating that he was ''not personally interested in the contest I have
just related, " *

The :émaining group of letters dealing with news events is
concerned with the illness of Lieutenant Governor Francis Fauquier
and his death in Mayrch, 1768. * Unlike most entries in his 1764-1768
Letterbook, Carter projects something of himself into these letters.
He reveals, in particular, his warm feeling and high personal regard
for Governor Fauquier in letters addressed to Thomae Bladen and
Sir Jeffery Ambherst at the time of Fauguier's death. Robert Carter
and William Nelson, another Council member, were close friends of
Governor Fauquier and executors of his estate, Since Fauquier was an
accomplished musician and Robert Carter played several instruments,
' perhaps the link between the two men lay in their musical interests. "

Fauquier had been ill for nearly a year as can be inferred from
Carter's letter to Benjamin Tasker in May, 1767. In July the Virginia
Gazette stated that Governor Fauquier "who for some considerable
time past has laboured under a very painful and dangeroua' ’dzisoxder is
now quite recovered under the care of Dr. Matthew Pope. " ° In spite
of this optimistic report, the Governor died less than a year later.

On March 9, 1768, Carter wrote Thomas Bladen telling him the news
of the honorable and beloved Governor's death., In addition, Carter
wished to know Fauquier's successor. Bladen, a member of Parliament,

probably knew who the candidates for the office of Lieutenant Governor

were and which was likely to be named to succeed Fauquier, That same
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May¥ch day Carter wrote a letter to Sir Jeffery Amherst, the Governor
of Virginia who resided in London. He informed Amherst of Fauquier's
death, described the simple funeral, and, as an executor of Fauquier's
estate, offered to negotiate any businese which Amherst might have
"on this side of the water, " *

In addition to Robert Carter and William Nelson, Peyton Randolph
and George Wythe were executors of the late Lieutenant Governor's
estate. Two letters included in the letterbook are signed by the
executors and addressed to Governor Fauguier's son, Francis, who
resided in London. 0 These business letters deal with the sale of
the late Lieutenant Governor's belongings, the financial status of his
estate, and his personal business,

Although Rfabe;ﬁt Carter's Letterbook served as a personal record
of all his correspondence it reveals little about Carter himself, and is,
for the most part, impersonal in nature. However, the Letterbook
does help to present some image of the type of man Carter was,
Apparently, the most importaﬁt thing to Councillor Carter was the
successful and profitable operation of his plantations and tracts. The
Letterbook reflects his conscientious attitude toward every business
venture he undertook,

As a cultured gentleman he nondthﬁleaaf enjoyed retirement and
study during his leisuré¢ time. His main interests were reading,

particularly lawbooks, and music, Carter had one of the largest

iibraries in Virginia, In the house at Willlamsburg were over 458
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volumes and pamphlets. The library at Nomini Hall contained a

general collection of legal works, all of the Latin and Greek Classics,
vast numbers of books on divinity, and works by John Locke, Joseph
Addison, Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, and Samuel Dryden. . When
Carter wrote to Edward Hunt & Son for goods, he always included orders
for books. Latin grammar books were ordered for the children as well
as dictionaries and religious works. .

Music was Robert Carter's favorite intellectual pursuit, and the
Letterboék reflects his profound interest in musical activities. There
are several letters which contain orders for music, and musical
instruments. >3 The most interesting letter, addressed to Mr, John
Morten Jorden in London, contains an order for an armonica to be
made like one owned by Benjamin Franklin, Other letters include an
‘order for two small German flutes, a 'violin and musick, " and jacks
for a harpsichord. In 1773 Philip Fithian said that Mr. Carter Had a
good ear for music and a vastly delicate taste. Fithian also credited him
with possessing good instruments. The music room at Nomini Hall was
equipped with a harpsichord, armonica, forte-piano, guitar, violin, and
German flutes. In Williamsburg Carter had an organ which had been
built for him according to his own specifications. >

Councillor Carter's Letterbook clearly reveals him to be an active
man with many interests. He was the head of a family which Philip
Fithian described as '"...the highest quality and greatest worth of any
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in Virginia, " Besides his intellectual pursuits of music and reading
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he was a successful planter, a benevolent landlord,and a prudent
businessman. All of these traits, as they demonstrated themselves
in the years from 1764~1768, are to some extent reflected in this

Ietterbook,



1V. The Manuscript: Provenance and Condition

The Robert Carter Letterbook 1764+«1768 is one of three letterbooks
owned by Colonial Williamsburg, Incorporated, covering the period
when Carter was living in the Carter~-Saunders House in Williamsburg.
A second lettérbook has correspondence for the years 1761-1764 and
the third includes letters written in 1769, These letterbooks are among
a vast number of letterbooks, account books, invoices, receipts, and
religious writings of Robert Carter that have been preserved. The
most valuable single Carter collection, the Chauvenet collection is
located at Duke University. Other Carter papers are located in the
Library of Congress, the Maryland Historical Society, the Virginia
Baptist Historical Society, and the Virginia Historical Society. The
original manuscripts of the letterbooks owned by Colonial Williamsburg
are located in the Colonial Williamsburg Archives and microfilm copies
can be found in the Research Library, Willlamsburg, Virginia.

Little is known of the provenance of the 1764~1768 Lestzerbook before

its purchase in 1957 from a South Carolina art dealer. In the

preparation of his biography, Robert Carter of Nomini Hall, Louis Morton

did not see the Letterbook but Kate Rowland Mason refers to it in her

article on Robert Carter which appeared in the Magazine of American

History in 1893 (Vol. XXX, 115-136).
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The original ma.n}mcﬁpt including a short addressee index consists
of 132 pages; however, some pages are misnumbered. The Letterbook
is divided into nine folios which contain gseven or eight pages 7 1/4"
wide by 9 1/4" long, Writing appears only on one side of the page, but
the pages have been glued back to back on heavy paper making the
Letterbook easier te handle,

The letters in the document served as file copies of correspondence
‘while fair copies were sent to the addressees, Only the last few
letters are in Carter's hand; the others were probably dictated to
clerks in his employ. Because the letters were taken from dictation
and obviously written in haste, the script in places is poor, There are
frequent interlineations, words and sometimes whole lines are crosgsed
out, Afterthoughts are added to the ends of letters or written along
the side of the page. Many of the letters were written with a dull quill
pen, which caused blots and thick letters. The result is that many of

the letters are extremely difficult to decipher.



V. Editorial Method

In editing the Robert Carter Letterbook, I have taken into account
that (1) these letters are not the recepient's copies which were
probably corrected and improved, and (2) the letters appear to be
written in several hands, probably by Carter and some of his clerks,
each of whom had his own writing habits and spelling peculiarities.
I have therefore followed the expanded editorial method suggested in

the Harvard Guide to American History (p. 98) which is based

primarily on éhe editorial technique used by Julian P. Boyd in the
Papers of Thomas Jefferson (Vol., I, xxv ). In general, this method is
a middle~of-the«road policy between facsimile reproduction and
complete modernization of the text., This editorial policy allows a
clearer reproduction of some all-but-indecipherable letters while at
the same time preserving, as consistently as possible, the distinctive
writing manneriems of the clerks and of Carter himself. On occasion,
however, literal reproduction is employed in order to preserve the
peculiarities of orthography and style.

The place, date, salutation, close, and address of the letters, as
well as orders, lists, and invoices are retained in their literal form.
The place, date, and address are uniformly placed at the head of the
letters where they usually appear in the original text.

xli
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Every effort has been made to keep interpolation at a minimum.
All matter interpolated is enclosed in brackets. All illegible words
are designated [...]. A conjecture is followed by a question mark
and placed within brackets. Blank spaces in the manuscript, where
the writer intended to insert a word and did not, are represented by
& blank space in the text within brackets. Any words needed to expand
the text in order to clarify the meaning are likewise placed within
brackets.

In the matters of capitalization and punctuation Carter and his
clerks were inconsistent. Frequently substantives are capitalized and
sentences and proper names begin with lower case letters. In the
edited text all proper nouns and titles have been capitalized and all
proper names spelled out except where doubt exists. In all other
respects the capitalization of the manuscript has been followed,
although it is at times impossible to determine whether the writers
intended to capitalize.

The punctuation of the text has been followed wherever possible.

A period, however, is placed at the end of each sentence, although
Carter frequently ended the sentences with colons or dashes. Several
periods have been added as well to clarify meaning., Obvious breaks
in the text, where & period is indicated but not shown, are represented
by a period within brackets.

All abbreviations are spelled out except where doubt exists and

where the modern abbreviations of monthsy titles;rand geographical
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names occur., For example, such abbreviations as Capt., Esq_.r. y and
Messrs, have been retained,

In the literal transcriptions superior letters will be underlined; in
all other cases superior letters will be brought down to the line of
the text, and missing letters will be supplied if they are in the middle
of the word, In all cases the long-tailed g will be in lower case.

Among the typical forms expanded are the ampersand and the thorn.
The ampersand is retained in the names of firms, however. All th
abbreviations such as ye, yt, ym, and yn will be expanded to the, that,
them, and then. Other typical expanded forms are: yu, yo (you); tob:;
{tobacco); accot; (aceount) bal: (balance); sd (said); plt (plaintiff);
dft (defendant); and exors (executors). Apostrophes, however, are
retained in such words as cou'd, wou'd, and receiv'd.

Underlined words in the text are underlined. Names of ships, although
not und;rlmed in the manuscript, are underlined for clarity. All
interlineations are brought down, and canceled passages are ommitted
unless they contain something of special interest., Ob¥ious slips of the pen,
particularly the unintentional repetition of words, have been corrected.
Err&# in spelling and grammar are retained and attention ie drawn to them
only when they raise a question of meaning. [Sic] is used only for unusually
strange spellings or mistakes of the original writer.

Abbreviations for money, weights, and measures are standardized.
The symbol for pounds, written #&, has been transcribed as‘é for
money and lb. for avoirdupois. Other standardized abbreviations are

hhds. (hogsheads), and stg. (sterling). Distinctions between pounds,
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shillings, and pence appear in the manuscript as colons, slants,
raised 8's and d's and dashes., These are transcribed with slants
{fe,. g. K 12/10/3) except in orders and invoices which are copied
exactly as written,

For ease in locating a particular letter and its place in the
original manuscript, the descriptive heading of each letter is
placed in caps and the beginning of a new page in the original
manuscript is designated in the text within brackets. Some letters
appear chronolegically out of order as they do in the original
manuscript. Attention is called to their proper place by a footnote,

My policy with regard to annotation has been to identify all
significant names and places except in a few cases when it was not
possible to trace the name or when the people were already identified
in the original text. Firms, ship captains, and merchants are
identified only when there is some question as to their identity in the
text.

I believe that my editorial method provides clarity and readability
of the text and at the same time presents to the modern reader the

meaning which Carter and his clerks intended.
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1764
1. CARTER TO JAMES BUCHANAN & COMPANY

Virginia, Wmsburg 10th May 1764

frage 1]
To Messrs: James Buchanan & Copy London

Gentn:

Every Family here have small FParms, which supplie them
with Articles to be bought in good Markets., BSuch a Custom
must inevitably bar every attempt towards improveing Markets.
I have purchaced a small settlement, {(to comply with custom
only) and for the payment of which I have been constrained to
pass my Billa on you, the 20th of last month for £100 Sterling
payable to Daniel Rundle, also the 3rd of this Instant for
£130 Sterling, payable to Holdenby mxon;l also the 7th of
ﬁhia xnstant for £173/18 Sterling, payable to Tarpley &
Thnmpson amaunting in: the whole to 2403/18 Sterling. I did
eggmin this account previous to the 3 Drafts'just mentioned,
and did not then believe you would pay tﬁe whole amount of
them, and immediately advised Mr. Taskex2‘°f Anﬁapolis I
had passed Bills on your house, exceeding my Effects therxe,

and beged him to have such a part of them paid, [as] you



2

shall proteat. Capt. William Mwﬁg [Page 2] has received
Inspectors Notes from me for 49 hogsheads of Tobacco, 34 of
which be pleased to have insured on the same Terme as if they
were your own: the other 15 hogsheads I shall desire Messrs.
Bdward Hunt and Son to sell. Colonel William Byrd® will be
indebted to me the sum of R217 Sterling the lst day of next
Month{.] It is a yearly claim for Interost due upon a Bond,
and heretofore has boen paid punctually, the whole of which
sunm shall be remitted to you by the first Ship that sails
from this Province after the receipt of the same. Messrs.
James Cuncanon & Hooke of London, acknowledges by Letter,
'z:ew&ving 10 hogsheads of Tobacco, 5S¢ long ago as in June
1762 and as no account of Sales has been received from them
I ¢an only inclose an order for the proceeds of thase of,
which be pleased to have presented for payment, and Credit
my Account Accordingly.

I am Gentn Yzg &cc

R Cartexr
2. CARTER TO JAMES CUNCANON & HOOKE

Virginia 10th May 1764
To Mesars James Concanon & Hooke: London

Gentn:
At 10 days sight of this my first order my 2nd (of the



sane Tenor and Date) not paid, pay to Messrs. James Buchanan
& Company or Ordex the proceeds of Ten hogsheads of Tobaceo
marked -[Page 3] R, €, No, 21 to 30ty inclusive which were
shipped in June 1762. X am Gentn

¥re &ce R, Carter

L

'3, CARTER TO JOHN MORTEN JORDAN

virga 10th May 1764
To Mr John Morten Jorfan, London
Bir,

Capt. James Walker of the Jane hath received Inspectors
Notes from me for 50 hogsheads of Tobacco, 34 of which be
pleased to have insured on the gsame Texrms as 1if they were
your own, the other 16 hogsheads I shall desire Messrs, Bdward
Hunt & Son to sell. I am ¥rs &cc

R Carter
4., CARTER TO EDWARD HUNT & SON

Virga: Wmsburg 10th May 1764
To Messrs Bdward Hunt & Son, in lLondon
Gentn:
Capt. William Thompson of the Jobn and Poestly in

Rappahanog-river have recv'd Inspectors Notes from me for
15 hogsheads of Tobacco also Capt. James Walker of the Jane



in Rappahannock river for 16 hogsheads, which two parcels of
Tobacco be pleased to have insured on the same Terms as if
they were your own. This cargo from these Ships is under the
controul of Mesers. J. Buchanan [Page 4] & Company the other
Messrs. John M. Jordan Merchants in your City. Your character
has encouraged me to ventur§ this Consignment which I hope
will excuse this attempt. I am

Gentn &cc

R, Carter

5. CARTER TO JOEN MORTEN JORDAN

A
AN

Virgmié Wmsburg 23d May 1764
To My John M, Jordan in London
8ir, | N

Mr. 9elham5 of 'this Place is just xe&&inea.frcm New York(.]

He heard on that journey Mr. Blenjamin] Frankxine of Phila,
perform upon the Armonica. The Instrument‘pieaéed Pelham
amazingly and by his advice I now apply to you, to send me an
Armonica’ {as played on by Miass Davie&s at the great Room in
Spring Gardens,) being the musical glasggé~with out water:
Formed into a complete Instrument, aapé%le of Thorough bass,
and never out of tune., Charles Jamesg of Purpoole lane, neary

Gray's Inn London is the only maker of the Arxmonica in England.



Let the Glasses be clear crystal {Page 5] and not stained,
for what ever distinction of colour may be thought necessary
to facilitate the performance; may he made here, The greatest
accuracy imaginable must be observed in tuning the Instrument
and directions procured for grinding the Glasses{.l They,
must be packed with great care for if a Glass should be broke
the Instrument will be rendered useless until the accident
could be repaired from London, The Case of [the] Frame in
which the Instrument is £ixed {is] to be made of black Walnut.
I am Sir &cc

Robt Carter
&, CARTER TO EDWARD HUNT & SBON

Wmsburyg 20th Augst 1764
To Messrs. Edward Hunt & Son

.an Invoice of Goods

Articles fr Mrs Carterl®

a silk night gown, proper fr the winter season to cost )
a fashionable green sarcent Petticoat 10 pr yard )
a pr. taby Stays, a pr of Irish linen 3%/, pr vard

1 ps of holland a 58/ pr Ell

3 pr womens small cotton Stockings

2 pxr dors do wrsted ditto

2 pr womens coloured ¢allimanco Shoes No 4

[page 6] 2 pr womens black ever lasting Pumps No 4

1 doz ditto white Leather glaz'd gloves

1/2 doz: ditto ditto Mittins glaz'd

2 pr, womens colour'd winter gloves

2 pr ditto ditto ditto Mittins



7 yards red Flannel, 4 yards c¢lear Muslin
a muslin dress'd Mob, one yrd: of Cat Guts
a round ear'd cap dress'd wth ribbon
18 yards colour'd Ribbon 2 yards only to be
of the same colour '
3,000 middling Pins, 5,000 short white
3,000 minikins, 5,00 Needles fm No 4 to No 13
6 ounces 84 thread, 6 ounces 64 thread
2 ounces holland thread, 1 1b whited brown Thread
3 ps diaper apron string Tape
1 india. Fan a 58/ - 2 cheap india Fans
a Necklace & Eareing of french Beads
a ps of Cambrick a 508/ a 811k Bannett
24 yxrs of slight silver blown lace about an inch wide
a ps dark coloured Persian
1/2 ps narrow black Ribbon
1/2 ps broader ditto ditto
6 Skilliton wires, 1l ps stain'd Cambrick fr Hankerchiefs

Articles fr my Sons 6 & 8 yrs old

1 ps comut‘& duroy. 2 doz: silk coat buttons

3 doz: brea[s]lt ditto

[Ppage 7] 2 doz: single guilt coat buttons 3 doz breast do
10 yds brown holland, 1l ps irish linen a 28/

6 doz: shirt buttons, 1 ps handkerchiefing

2 ps strong thread stockings £r boy of 8 yrs old
2 ps ditto Worstead fr do

2 coarse Hatts fr do

1 silver lac'd Hatt fr do

2 pr strong thread Stocking fr hay of 6 yrs old .
2 pr worstead ditto fr do

2 coarse Hatts fg_:; do

1 silver lac’d Hatt b5 of do

6 pr shoe & horn Buckles

1 ps Fustain

Articles fr ny Daughters

2 pg irish linen 2/6 pr yard'
1 ps Manchester ginghams

10 yrs., do Dimaty ,

2 prs turn fustain Stays fr a girl of 5 yrs old
2 long lawn Frocks fx do

2 french fillets fr do

2 colour'd silk Bonnets f£x do

2 s8ilk neck atees fr do



2 colour'd silk Shagg Caprichens)
to de 1lin'd wth sarcenet £fr )
[rage 8] 2 cheap Fans £z
2 red glass Necklasses fr
‘yrs. narrow Ribbon of, differant éaloaxa
pr, Silk Shoes fx %
pr. red leather Shoes £r
pr. white thread Stockings ﬁ;
pr colour'd leather mitt., £z
silk Bonnett f£r a girl of 2 s yrs old
pr. red Shoes fx
dozn: horn buqkling Combs
bone dandes Combs diteo
bone ditto ditto
bone brushes ditto

§88

8888

#N&WG‘P"QN&N@

Articles fr the House Use

diaper table cloths to dine 6 a 123/

huckaback do 4o a 95/

ps cheap huckaback fr Towles

doz small cheap breakfast Napkins

doz super f£ine ditto

p8 green silk gawse fx Curtaine

house brooms without handles

Clamps, & hand brushes, 1 small dust brush)
to sweep cornes)

i e NNOOO

tin dust pan

1 doz ivory handle Knif's & Fork fr the Table
[page 2] 6 painters Pound brusches

6 ditto Sash do

a small polish'd iron stew pan

a 3 quart skillet of polish'd iron

36 gallons strongest Porter in pint Bottles

4 Curry Combs, 4 brushes, & 2 Mane Combs

2 pewter wash Basons, 2 Stone Chamber Pots

1l Gallon Sallad oil in pint bottles

2 1b anchovies, 2 1lb capers, 1 1b Isingglass

1 doz: bottles durham Mustard

4 1b black Pepper, a pottle of Lemon Pickle

1/2 pint Japan Soy, 2 Quarts Elder Vinegar

a Vinegar & oil Cruit of cut glass, & beer Glasses
6 cut glass Salt & Silver spoons fr the same

150 wts irish Soap 6 double flint pint Decanters
3 ivory Mustard Spoons, 1 gross of Henry the 8th Carxds
25 wht Currants, 6 loafs trible refin'd sugar

3 1b best hyson tea 1n one canister & 1 1b do in
8 Canisters
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Articles fr the Servants

a doz: coarse branckets, 21 ps brown Fustain
4 doz: plain Coat brass buttons
4 doz: do breat d4itto ditto
1 1b colour'd Thread, 1 1b blue Thread
[Page 10] a ps blue welsh Cotton, 1 ps white ozenbrigs
a ps brown ozenbrigs, a ps blue & white Haning
6 mens best prush Jock'y Caps
6 mens best felt Hatts
a sett of shoe brushes & buckle  brushes

Robert Carter's Complinments to Messrs. Edward Hunt & Son
disireing them to purchace and put on board some Vessel sailing
for James or York rivers, the following articles of Goods and
to charge the same to him, remembering to have the Goods insur'd.
N B, The invoice of Goods follows this Letter, as sent the
Gentlemen.
N B. 25 August. The ailk in a box direct'd No. 1 for Messrs.
Edward Hunt & Son to be died as by directions Pinn'd to the
same, the box also contains a measure for the Stay's, Night

Gown and Gloves for Mrs. Carter.



1765
1. CARTER TO ROBERT CORNTHWAITE

Wmsburg the 25th March 1765

To Mrs [Messr.] Robt Cornthwaite Taylor [tailor] in London
King Street St. James

8ir,

The cloths you sent my [Page 11] Neighbour George Wythel?
fitted him much better then my last suit 8id me, for the sides
of the Coat and Wastecoat were let out before I could wear
them, the Breeches were not altered. The Coat and Wastecoat
I am about to write for I desire may be made larger in the
body then the former Suit and longer skirted, the Wastecoat
more s8o then the Coat. My Size and Shape of body resemble
Capt. William Fauquer of the Guards.

Be ple,aae&. to make me a French~frock a Wastecoat and 2 pr.
of Breeches of scarlet Cloth, the Wastecoat to be lined with
Silk of the same colour, the Coat to have no lining and the
Pockets to be made of scarlet cloth. The Button-holes of
the Suit of Cloths to be embroidered with gold and handsom
double gild'd Buttons. Send me also 6 pr. Mens coloured
lamb Gloves and 6 pr. ditto of white best (strong) silked

thread Stockings, [Page 12] pack all these articles in a

°



10

hair Trunk and direct it for me at Williamsburg and send it
in any Vessel which bring Goods to be landed on either James
or York Rivers. I have wrote to Messrs. Edward Hunt & Son
Merchants in London to pay your Bill., I am Sir ¥Yrs &c

R, Carter
2. CARTER TO EDWARD HUNT & SON

Virginia ng?urg 19th May 1765
To Messﬁs Edward Hunt & Son |
Gentﬁ:

Captain William Fauquier aaileé from this Country in
some part of the last Month who undertoock to buy a few arti-
clés for me; and by that opportunity I wrote to Mr. Robert
Cornthwaite to send me a box of wearing Apparel; and this
day I have passed my bill on you payable to Robert Nicholsonla
for £36/7/3 Sterling and when ever these demands are setled
for, be pleased to pay the same and charge my*écgount accord-
ingly. o

Your éavor»xn folding [completing] the sales of 22
hogsheads [nge 13} of my Tobacco I apprehend points out a
Mode for managing Tobacco, which if attendeg too will greatly
henefit the makers thereof, and I have taken tbe'liberty of

transcribing your observations on the Quality and management
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of paxt of my crop of tobacco, to the end that my Overseers
may follow them for the future,

I have given Capt. William Thompson of the John and
Poestly an Order on my Manager for all the Tobacco which was
made last summer at some of my Plantations, and which the
whole are collected{.] I expect there will be between 90 and
100 hogsheads. The Captain is adv:lisé& to divide what ever
Tobacco he shall receive on my Account Equally between this
house and Messrs. James Buchanan & Co.

Be pleased to buy for me two Lottery Tickets in the
state Lott;ry which is to be drawn in the month of November
next and forward the Numbers of them to Genta¥rs &cc

Robt Carter
3. CARTER TO BENJAMIN TASKER

Wmsburg 28th June 1765

[Page 14]
To the Honble: Benjamin Tasker at Annapolis

Dr 8¢,

Your favor of the 15 of this Instant, was put into my
hands, by the help of the public Post. The several Matters,
which you deaire to be inform'd off are now made the subject,
of this Letter: but they were not ripe, at the time of Mr,

Foxcraft's departure from this Place, therefor that opportunity
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14
was premature for the same, When the Lord Adam Gordnn.l

15 attended,

passed thru this province, Colonel [John] Tayloe
his Lordship: so that he was absent a great part of our
last General Court; and before Tayloe.return'd here, Colonel
[Presiy] Thornton® went home, on account of some private
buginess, and no resolution of theirs, h#éjtranspixed,*with

regaxd t0 .Col. Nathaniel ﬁatriaenl?

his purchace of the horse
0thello.18 I have talked to both these Gentlemen separately,
upon that matter, and I ﬁéiieve they unde:stana'the dispute,
but I fear their award, will be postpon'd, till the Month of
October next, and I ¢an not asign a good reaton for the delay.
Colonel B{enjamin] Grymes,lg attenﬁ‘d‘the béginning'of the
last Session of assembly [Page 15} and I apply'd to him for
‘tﬁe balance you havefémpawer‘& me to receive (as I had done
many times before) but.hé once again required longer time,

I inform'd him, that I was instruct'd ﬁoibxing Suit, unless
the money should be péid shortly, but this threat did not
avail me, and a judgment shall be obtained, in as short a
time, as is usual in the General Court for the balance of
the Bdné,'an&‘the oéén account. &cloneiTwilliqm‘Byra gave
his siila, the 1lth day of this Month for géli/ofg sterling,
which are made payahle to you and addressed to Robert Cary

P l

& co* 1n Londan. These Bills are to discharee the Interest,
on w{i1liam] B[yxrd*s] Bond, from June 1764,eo June 1765,
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and is that ever [whatever] you direct, with regard to them,
I will do. His Bills, you paild me are return'd protested,
which failure, has been a disapointment.

At the time I desired, Mr. William Lux of Baltimore town
to pag‘ynu £50 I expect'd to have pass‘'d, part of this summer
in Maryland, but I have since determined, to lose that pleas~
ure, sooner than trouble you and Mrs. waskerzg with my self,
and some of my Children, who probably might have caught the
Small pox. [Page 16] Fannie is to be confined to the Chamber
in the Month of October next: 8o that yén will not see us
this year.

I owe Mr. Amos Strettell Merchant in Philadelphia
£24/18/10 Pensylvania Currency and if you can conveniently
pay ‘that Debt, reserve some of my Dollors, to satisfy the
same, and be pleas'd to buy a Bill of Exchange with the
balance but if Mr., Strettells Claim should be the least
troublesome to negotiate, buy a bill with the whole money;
and in eithex Case, inclose the bills to Messrs. Edward Hunt
& Son Merchant in London, to be placed to my Credit.

Mr. John Wbtmeley21 presentfed] a charge of £10/10
virginia currency, for boarding Governmor Sharpe?? his Groom
and find&ng Pasture anﬁ.?ravender for his bay Mare, 9 Weeks,

and 3 daies, and as every Gentleman that kept their Servants
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and Mares at his house that Season;, were charg'd in the same
proportion namely £0/22 per Week I have paid the Account,
Virginia Bill of Credit are 62 1/2 per Cent worse than Sterling:
so that I hope Governor Sharpe will pay the Bills of Exchange
of 26/9/3 Sterling which be pleased to inclose to E, Hunt &
Son. T am D Sg Yrs &¢
| Robt Carter
4. cgamaé‘ra EDWARD HUNT & éon:

.
Virginia Wmgburg 34 July 1765

[pPage 17]

To Mr Bdward Hunt & Son Mercs: in London

Gentn: | “

At the time, of the John and 9geslﬁfa sailing from this
Country, 1 thought the risk so inconsiderable, as not to have
wrote for ensurance, till now, and by th;s del&y, I purpose
to be a gainer of that article, 1if Capt..william Thompson,
gshould be arriv'd before the receipt of this Letter, But if
that should not be the Case, noy any favouxrable report made
of him. be pleaaed then have my Tobacco-ensur‘d: and as you
know Ehe Prise's (in Londcn) given for Tobacco ensure mine
accordingly.

I drew 2 Bills of Exchange on Friday last and address'd

them, to you, amounting to 2186/11/1) Sterling namely
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£149/1/11 made payable to Sr. Marmaduke Beckwith Baronat;za and

24

€137/10 to Mr. Haldon Dixon,“” which Bills be pleas'd to pay

and charge the same to Account of Gentlemen 49 hogsheads of

Tobacco.
Yrs &cc
R: Carter
5. CARTER TO JAMES BUCHANAN & COMPANY
Virginia Wmsburg 34 July 1765
[Page 18]

To Messrs James Buchanan & Co in London

The 1st Section in the Letter next preceding this Memo=-
randum i® what I wrote to Messrs. J{ames] Bluchanan] & Co.
and 50 hogsheads of Tobacco is the guantity consign'd to
them.

R. Carter
6. CARTER TC EDWARD HUNT & SON

Virginia Wmsburg 19th Octr 1765
To Mr Bdward Hunt & Son in London
Ra‘iwrt Ca:ter"é compliments to Messrs. Edward Hunt & Son.
He begs the favor of th@ to buy and forward the following
Merchandizes to Him here, and to have the same ensured.
1 ps sheeting Linena 3%/ pr vad 10 1b Salt petere

3 ps brown ozenbrigs 1/2 Cinnamon
1 ps Linen yd widea 18/ 5 1b black Pepper



1 ps irish Linen al/6
100 Wt comon sgoap
5 1b . fig blue

{Page 191

4 1b congo Tea

50 1b trible refined Sugar
100 do sing. do do
100 pot " do

1 gallon best Salad oil

3. 1b, anchovies

1 peck of sweet Almonds}

i + 4n the Shell B |
1 small Jar of best )
++ /Ralsons )

4 best house Brooms

4 painted hearth Brooms

6 Clamps

4 hand brushes

} wicker plate Basket)
o be lined wth tin)

1 doz: tin aish covers to)
‘be of Difft, sizes = )
12 gross comon quart bottle)

i+ Corks )
6 round (blue & white)’
China dishes of 3 Aifft

16

3 1b ginger ' -

‘2 1b allspice

6 1b best Hyson tea

‘2 1b comon Green tea

[page 19} -

1/2 doz: silver table Spoons
& my crest to be engrav'ad
on them

3 pr large best japaned
Candle Sticks of the latest
faghion

1 px womens best tabby stays

1 pr do black Everlasting

Shoes, small Sves

3 do, do, gown c¢allimanco

3 do, do strong thrd Stockings

12 yds fine long lawn ’
4 pxr womens white Gloves
8 pr. - do * Mittens grazed
1 ps fine printed Callico
3 Double muslin Hankr
2 india Fans a 38/

8 silk Laces’

6 m short whites

2 m, minikin Pins

2 ounces holland thread

4 do yd ' do do

sizes & the rims to be acollop*d 1 1b whited brown do

3 large best shagareen

Knife Cases to stand on

a gide board table & the
handles to be sgilvered

1 peice of floor Matten

4' quart double flint glass)
* Decanters | )

4 dog wine glasses

3 quart (bell mettle} )}

. BkAillets )

1 doz gilver Table Spoons.

&.'the. letters P.T. engraved)

i 1n a Cypher

[Paga420¥p

i rclouting Diaper

8 banks:. of gewing Silk

2 ps Arish Linen a 28/6 yd

1 do do,  do 28/ - do

8 1b brown do

3 yads blué Ribbon -

3 do 'white do ,

10 do colour'd do to be of
5 difft dolours

10 do narrow do to be of
5 diffe caloura

8 Skeleton w&keg

2 ps Diaper Tape

2 do hollahﬁ do

2 do fillet /- A

& Doz: shirt guttdns+‘

frage 20 /1)
1 ps of (stain’@ blue & white)
cambric £r: Hangkerchifs
20 yads: blue livery Cloth
a 88/ pr yaxd}3 '
4 \\
Y
\\\



7 yads white Callico 3%/ya
8 do manchester Dimity
8 pr red moroco leather)
Shoes fr, my Daughter)
. 6 years old )
8 pr colour'd Mittn's do
6 pr thread Stockings 2/ do
6 do Cald worsted do £r do
4 pr red moroco leather)
shoes f£r my Daughter )
2 years old )
3 french Fillets f£xr my Dagrs
6, 5 & 4 yers old
Egrets fr Do
black Bonnets f£r Do
black silk Neckatees, Do
pr Coloured Sagaty
ps fine brown holland
doz: double gilded coat)
Buttons )
doz do do breast do
Hats at 42/ each fr .my Son)
9 years old )
Pr strong brown Thread
Stockings f£r do.
3 pr coloured worsted fr Do
The 3 last articles rep'd)
fr my Son Robt Bladen )
6 pr best brass Shoe & Knee
Buckles
6 pr. Double gilded sleeve)
Buttons )
[page 21}
2 English Exercises f:r Boys)
to [t]ranslate into Latin )
by T. .Garrelson )
2 british gramers
1 Engliah do by Harrison
1 do. do., by Br, Rd Steel
1 do. ‘by Rudiman
1 English Dictionary the
‘latest that has been publsd
3 ‘new gquidesg to the E. Tongue)
\ by Dilsworth )
,Engl:!.sh D:Lc:uonary by:
{J?], Buchanon
1 [duozﬂ?} com P~ Boaka

17
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10 doz. best brass Buttons
12 doz: do do brest do
20 yads colour'd livery Lace
mixed wth red, blue & white
1 blue, Hamx Cloath fr a )
Chariat-box to be )
trim'd wth the mixed livery)
lace & wth a han~ Fringe )
2 ps hempen Rools [Rolis]
1 do welsh Cotton
3 doz: pr plaid Hoes
2 46 coarse felt Hats
1 set small cups & Saucers
fr a Child of [stone?]
100 wt wth [leace?] ground
50 do do not ground
50 gallog linseed 0il
10 s, 0il of terpentine
11 ps green mock flock
Paper to hang a Room
6 small brass door-Locks
2 new gramars of the Latin
Tongue by [J.2] Clarke
2 Eutropiusa‘'s
2 Nepos's
2 Flourus’s {[Publius Annius Florus]
1 Carderius
1 Erasmus
1 Introduction to the mal[tz?]
Latin
2 Esop's [Resop's] Fables
transld by H. Clarke
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2 Bibles containing the old )
& the New Testament in Octo)

1 complete Tutor for the )
German Flute )

1 introduction to sing
by Peter Prellen

2 small Germ Flutes

1/2 Ream of good quarto

writing Paper
1/2 do Folio of an inf[ra?]
Paper
1 small box red wafers
1 doz. sticks do sealing wax

7. CARTER TO EDWARD HUNT & SON

Wmsburg llth Novr 1765.

[Page 22]
To Measrs Bdward Hunt & Son in London

Gentn:

The Leed's Captain Anderson arrived here the 28th day 6£
last Month: And your Letters and Trunk,aé’wearing Apparel for
me which were forwarded by the said Ship I have recev'df.]
You say in a Letter that is now before me that my formerx
Letters to you were not explicit enough concerning my adventure
in the next ensuing sState Lottery therefore I will add here
a sentence or Two on that matter. If£ my Tickets namely No.
10 m 704 and 10 m 705 shall entitle me to £5000 stock or
any gfeater sum of money; I would have the entery there, to
be gadé in the Office of Books in my Name. But what ever

Stock I shall be entitled to receive, so that it doth not

i
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amount to £5000 if in that case I desire it may be sold and
the proceeds carried to my Credit in your Books.

I have inclosed herein Llewis] Burweliszs Bill for £82
sterling which is addressed to J{ohn] Backhcuse26 of Liver-
poole in England, for you to negotiate: and be pleased to
have my Account Credited accordingly. Pray pay £66/18/8
Sterling [Page 23] the amount of my draft on you made payable
+o Mesars. Tarpley Thompson & Co. and charge it to account
of gentlemen

Your hum Servi

Robt Carter
8. CARTER TO EDWARD HUNT & SON

Wmsburg 12th Dec 1765

To Mr Edward Hunt & Son in London
8ir

I bhave passed my Bill on you lately for £15/13/9 Sterling
which is made payable to Mr. Amos Strettallz? which Bill be
pleased to pay.

My former Draft on you made payable to Messrs, Tarpley,
Thompson & Co. added to the Bill just mentioned exceed L,
Buéwe&l}s Bill which I have inclosed to you ﬁo/é/si‘l If

the_sehtence was to end here the observation that is just

made ﬁbﬁk& be rather precise, But on a suggestion of Colonel
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Burwell's I apprehed ‘thati ‘his 1st Bill which is made payable
to Covernor Fauquierza.&ﬁd is addressed to Mr. J{ohn] Back=
house which I have enclosed to you will ﬁe protested. But
the,céionel has informed me that he shall remit Bills of
Exchange by Capt. Evers to Mr. Backhouse sufficient to pay
211 -his Drafts on that gentleman and Calcnel_ﬁurwen and I
have mutually consent'd ﬁhat if Mr. Backhouse shall protest
the enclosed Bill that then the damages 1mpose;3 by Law on
the said, protested Bill shall be invalid.

{No closing]



1766
1. CARTER TO THOMAS BLADEN

Wnsburg 26th July 1766

[Another Page 23]
Thos Bladen Esqg?g

sir

‘Your friends at Annapolis were well on Sunday last: and
in some part of the week before, they, received your letters
dated last May; the ladie's letters, and some wearing appaéel.
Miss M[elloral 0gleag is pretty: and your neice, (miss's Mamma)
has congented that, Mr. J, Anderson Junior should write a
letter to his father, (who resides in London) requesting bhis
éermigsien to marry miss: So that I believe you will see her
shortly at your house in Albermarle street.

I shall relate here an account of a melancholy affair,
whi@h.happened in this colony lately, belleving it will
become a topick among your neighbours,

Mr. Robert Routiedgeai and some of his acquaintance met
éfetty‘early in the morning, of the 3rd day of last month at

én inn in Coumberland county, and they were joined the

eveniing following by Col. J{ohn] ¢hiswex1:32 and C~11, after

{ B
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passing some time with the company, began to be very liberal
of ocaths, in conversation:; upon which Rul~ge who was a friend
of C~11 signified his disgpleasure: at which rebuke C~ called
R- a fugitive rebel, a villian who came to Virginia to cheat
and. to defraud men of their property; and a Presbyterian
fellow: upon which [Another Page 23] R- threw a ;glass of wine
at him; and C- in turn attempted to throw a bowl, a candlestic,
a pair of tongs at R-, but some of the company interposed.

C~ ordered his servant to go into another house and bring to
him, his sword and the servant gave it to him, in a shed room
adjoining to the room, where the company was sitting. Then C-
reentered the room and one of the company attempted to take
the sword from him, but he did not suceeed, C~ thus armed
ordered R~ to go out of the company and swore if he stayed
there, he C- would %1ill him. But R- did not go:; and C-~ stabbed
him through the heart: across a table. It hag been said that
C-~ was sober, and that R~ was not sober.

The jury of inquiry before the coroner, found that Robert
Routlidge was killed by a sword in C-'s hand: and the examin-
ing court ordered that, he, C~ should be carried to the public
goal, to be legally tried there: (for the county courts have
not cognizance of white people, under erininal prosecutions)

and they refused to admit C~ to bail, upon a motion made by
his attorney.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































