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Prefane

Fhis study of "The Marwvellous in Malory” 1o an
attempt, first, $0 olassify and to analyse those beliefs
and customs concerning the pupernatural whioch are reflected

s Morte D'irthurs and ascoondly, to relate such baliefs
and gustoms to certain survivals in modern 1ife, It males
ao effort to treat Malory's sources or to deal with origins,

The text waed for this study was the Tvoryman's
Library edition of lLe r for which I nake ne
Bpologys having compared this edition iine by line with
Dr. Sommer*s edition, shich it follows with comparatively
fow exceptions, the ghief of whiche«its employment of

orte UrAnth

modernized punctuation and spellings«have recommended,
rather than condemned, ilte use in & study for which no ine
vagtigation of Malory's language has DLooR LECAsBAYY,

It gives me great pleasure to express Y GPRrecice
tion to the sttendants at the Radeliffe Camera uf the Bodlelan
Linrary for their gourteous cervicej te Professor A. O, L.
Brown of Horthwestorn University for his suggestion of 8 gube
Jeols to Professor Marvin P, Begson of the College of Willianm
and Hary for many helpful suggestionsp and to Dean Gracs
¥arren lendrvum, alse of the Callege of William and ¥ary, for
advice and guldance whish have made this undertaking possible,
X am doubly grateful becsuse I had not the slightest claim
upon their time and interest,

Fuly 23, 1930 Fllen L. lesh



SUNKARY

¥y thesis is that the marvellous in Malory
appears Loy the most part in one of the following forms,
magliaal aspests of the kingship, therapeutic maglo,
asnchantment, divination, oneiromancy, of supernaturalism
sonnected with the Holy Grailj that these formo, with
the exception of supernaturaliem conneoted with the Holy
Grail, axisted in primitive soolety, flourished in the
iiddle Ages, ond survive in modern lifej and that
religious supernaturalism, oimilsr to that conneoted
with the Holy Orail, appeared in primitive scoiety,
flouriohed in the Middle Ages, and survives in modern
life.
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Ghapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Te those who believe that a etudy of "The
¥arvellous in Malowy", &nﬁ§i§1ng as it doen A consideraw
tion of magic and allied orafte of almost as biack o hue,
needs Justification, this introduction is directed.

Frazer,t whose contributions to sccial anthroe
palogy are perhaps without parellel, desoribes the "belief
in the efficaoy of megie” as & "universal faith®, a "Ltruly
Catholic coreed”.® He even goes 50 far as to conjeature
that there has boen an Age of Meglo on ﬁka;intallaatnaz
side of buman culfure Just as there has been an Age of
Stone on the matoerial mide,® Mo is alse responsible for
this statementy “Among the lgnorant and a&peraﬁitiau&
olaases of modern Hurope it (the system of sympathetio
magicl is very much what At was thousenda of years ago
in Egyptﬁana india, end what it now is among the lowest
savages surviving in the romotest cornsre of the world?,4

e s @¢ Frﬁﬁﬁ?, Fallow of Txin&ty cbmlaga, Gmmbridge
and Profesgor of Social Anthropology in the ﬂnivaraity
- 0f Liverpaols .
2 ?r&%ﬁr, The O # Fart 1“ ‘ k‘v Vole 1’
PPy 285m2 : S

3&‘ 4 P 33ﬁn
4 ﬁ:p 33: 256,




Firat among the conglusione resched by Kittredge
in hia study, ¥Witchar

%1+ The belief in wit@haraft ie the wommon
heritage of humanity, It {8 not chargeable
to any particular time, or raoce, or form of
religlons

2¢  Vitchoraft in some shape o¥ other ia still
credited by a majority of the human race.’d

Hagic in as infeotious as it is deeperooted,
aocording to Singer, who has exprassed the following views

"0f all forws of cultursl influence magle passes nost easily
and most repidly from people to people®.®

Prevalonoce and infeotiouspess, however, 4o not
necensarily add respeotability to o study of megles perhape
its influence upon social relationchips will, Yeslermarok
says that "the seoial 1mpﬁwtamﬁﬁ‘¢$.mégﬁa has nover besn
fully realised",” He ie of the opinion that the "belief
in magic bes greally incrzased parenta® power over their
children®,® that the religlous significsnce of charity
is partially degendent upon the fusion of ssglc with
religion,® and alse that the tradition of hoepitality and
the right of sanctuary both have their roots in magioc.td

By K&‘é‘&?&d@&, Witchoraft in Old a ', w Enpland, D 3‘?:’3u

6s Singer, Ia 1&!&K§Kﬁ M > A'¢;~, Pr Bu
T w&atarmmra , <& gﬂi@ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂtﬁitﬁﬁia on Soplal

, .~ de pm 3.52wl&’?a



Although he does not in the least minimise the
harw done by superstition, Fraser, in presenting what he
torms “a plavaible ples for a *gary‘.mmﬁm client” ,1}‘
proves that emong “oertsin races and &t certsin times
superstition las strengthencd the respect” for governs
ment, for private property, for marriage, and for havan
I&if&a&j‘g

In support of uis theory that superstition hae
strengthoned respsct for gmwmaéﬁ; Prager offers this
evidences *Among many pecples the tapk of government hag
been greatly facilitated by & superstition that the
governors belong to a superior order of beings and possess
certain supernatural or magical powers to which the governed
can: = make no olaim and con offer no resistanoce®,ld

Tast superstition has agmg%;mm the respoct
for private property is evident in Polynesis, Here, accorde
ing to Frazer,

"the systen of taboo reached its highest develope

Tn the opinien of the nativess 1o endow it with
& superastural or maglesl energy whioh rendered
1t proctioclily unapproashsble By any but the

pener, Thas teboo becama a powerful instrument
for atrengthening the tles.. of private property®,i4

S i

1ls i’maﬁr, K
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The fact that among certain peoples and at certain
times superstition has increased the r&aya@ﬁi&%# marriage
and the respect for human 1ife has also beei'established
with sound proof, N

If the reader ls net yot convinsed that a study
involving a oonsideration of magic ie Suaﬁiﬁia& in this
solentific age bocsuse magic is no langer'gwavalent, inw~
featious, or sooially influential, &aﬁ_h&m»aghg hin eyes.
The ohild e3i1l retrases nexrl® steps or repoats the
mystical formuls, "Bresd and butter, cake and chesse", to
ward off the spell whioh she fnvites when she goes o the
left of a tree, pole, or other obatacle, while her companion
goes to the right, or yige verams, Perhaps she will also
kioss the ook which she drops to kee¢p from niasing her
lesson. When she says & word at the same time that another
shye it, the two loeck little fingers, press thumbs togethor,
and say "Thunbe®, one naming one author, the other another,
Thers are yet those who believe that it is bad luok to stand
under an open umbrells inside the house, %o breek & mirror,
or to start on a journey on the thirteenth day of the month,
Horeeshoes are occasionally seen over doorways. Who falla
to take notice, at lesat, of the biack sat which orveses
his path? Ghosts walk aeven yst}

e N A A A I

18, ﬁhaaa oustoms are, I beliove, more prevalent among
giris than among LOYS.



Shapter 11

TYPES OF ?ﬁiﬁ&?i?ﬁ %A&IQ
REFLECTED 1IN I ,

Although magic iz one of the moat outatanding
characteristics of Ls Morfe D'Arthur the task of analyss
ing and classifying it into type forms is aimy&@; the

marvellous appears often, but in few ﬁiattnat&va types,
1t manifescts itself, almost without axa&yt§a§§ in the
following forms: a8 o magical aspeoct of the?§§ngah$9,
as therapeutic magic, as enochantment, as aiyiﬁatimﬁ, as
snelromancy, or as 5umefnaﬁnrnziam.aenn&até& with %hﬁﬂ
Holy Graileeall five of which forms ﬁr$ vﬂﬁtigea of
gertain types of primitive magic whinh ﬁill Qe considers
ed in the following poges. ?!?;\uf
In primitive aﬁaiety the road to. rgyaany wag
his position "by v&#%ua of bis pupposed prnt@a*é@#& in
the black or white aﬁﬁ” 2 h “\3 | :‘
Strange traditions have likewise hbﬁn\&aﬁﬂciated
with the vemovael of savege kings from affiaagl ﬁggﬁer cltes
the followingt ix
| °The people of Congo helieveﬁ*¢;«that §£
theix penhift the Chitome were. tg ‘dig a natural

denth, the world would perish, and tﬁe earth,
which he alone sustained by h&a ﬁuwe# and merit,

l. Frazer, ng olden ggg, Part 1, The M
P. 332. S
2. Ibid., p. 5.




would fmnediately ba annihilated, Accords
ingly when he fell i1l and sesmed likely %o
die, the man who wag destined to be hig
sugoeesor entered the pontiff's bhouse with
& rope or & oludb and strangled ¢r sludbed
him to deathas. ,
- “Soms pooples.s.«sppsar o have thought
it wnsafe to wait for even the nlighteat
ymptom of desay and have preferred to
kill the king while he was still in the
full vigour of life, Accordingly, they
have fized a term beyond which he might not
reign, and at the olose of which he must die,
the term fixed upon bLeing shorts enocugh to
exclude the probahility of his degenerating
physiocally in the intervals, In some parts of
aau%harg india the pericd fixed was twelwe
yearal s

Ferhaps even clossr than the velationship betwson
the kingship and magic wep that which existed during primitive
times between therapeutics and maglos

According to PFrager, "maglolans 9or medicines.men
appesxy o gongtitute the oldesnt artificial or professional
clags in the evolution of mootety",% The following practice,
puggestive of the close conneation betlween therapeutics and
magla, is cited by Skeat and Dlagdeus

"To avars death recoyrss is had in

sickness to & magioian (Foyang), no

other person bBeiug suppened t0 bove the

right of imploring merey £rom Plrman,

These magicions are an order of men coms

bining tihe fangtieaa of priest, physician,

and sorgerer!’

Hartland thinks it probable *that all medivine haw srison out

of witoharaft, in the same way s8 shemiatry, the true socienoce,

B poe 14, 48,
&4 1, D420,

la, Vol, 2,




has emerged from aloheny, the false, and astronomy from
astrology”,® Kellett is more dogmatic in his statement
that %all healing of course was magio®,7

Conspicuous among ouratives used both by primitive
peoples and by the medieval knights in Ig Morte DiArthux
- 48 homan blood. Regarding its uee by the former, PFrazer

-writes as followst

W,it 42 & common practice with the Central
Australians to give human bvlood to the

aick and aged for the purposs of strengthene
ing thems and in order that the blood may
have this efiect it need not always be drunk
by the infirm person, it ls enocugh to wsprinkle
it on his body, For exauple, & young man
will often open a vein in his arm and let the
blood trickle over the body of an older man
in order to straengthen his aged friendy and
gomatimes the old man will drink a 1little of
the BloodsseThe blood 48 draws from a man or
wonan who ig related to the suffever aither
by blood or marriage, and the notion always
in to gonvey to the pick peragn some of the
strength of the bloodegiver!:8

A conngction between royalsy snd magic may have
existeds therspeutics and maglic may have besn even more
olosely related, but the spell wae of the very e¢ssence of
magic, HNHor were the services of a graﬁeaa&a&ax.magiai&a,Q

o ' " oo ) o . WY

G hd 8« Hartland, At Lspend of ?&Pvfp Vﬂh 2s Ds ll'h

7+ ¥, Bs Eellett, The Story of Ny Ps

8, f?t G. Frager, The G« ‘
Vol i, SM 9le ‘

¢ Frasger, The Golden Bough, Part 1, gggmggg;g”éggw Vole 1y
Pe 420,V oW magicians oy medicinesmen appear $0 aon-
stitute the oldest artificial or profemsional elass in
the svolution of society, For sorcerers ars found in
every savegs tribe known to usi end mmong the lowest
saveges, such as the Australien aber&g&n&s, they are the
only professional class that exists,”




pravalent o8 magioclans were in primitive tvibes, essential to
the spellts sffectiveness, Fraser, oiting the experience of
Aymonier, writes: "In Laos when an elephant hunter is starte
ing for the chase, he warns his wifa not to out her hair or
“'91; her body in his ahsenaas for if she out her halr tha
alephant would burat ahw ‘tolls, Af she oiled herself it wuuld
slip through them!:3®  In thie simple illustration of imitae
tive magio aa.éaaphan@ hunter*s wife could ¢ast a spell withe
out her vioctinm's even being greaantg
Iu a consideration of the spoll the instrument, oa
well 88 the agent, is of intersst, Humsn hair plays a cone
gpicuous part in primitive magic. Sponcer and Gillen have
desaribed the making of & hair girdle by natives of Central
CAustraliss

“When & men diss big hair 1= out off by
his sons, if he hags no sons then by his younger
brothers or by their sons, or, falling them, by
the sons of hip elder brothersssssSome time
after the dburial of the man the halr {5 taken
to a pecluded spot aafe from the intrusion of
women, and here the sons and younger brothers
of the degecased make it up into & halregirdle
whiah i9 given to & son of the dead man, the
eldest son having the firat right © it, or,
failing him, %0 a younger brotheP.... This
girdle is a valued possession, and ie only worn
on such occcealons as a trihai fight, or when a
wan is going out as & Rur 2hae It 4e
supposed to be endowed with wagie po :
add to i%s possessor all the war-like attributes
of the dead man from whose hair it was made., It

B e e

10, ém«s + Pe 320,



gsnsures accurasy of aim and at the aame time

degtroye that of an adversary. In the asamsg

way a small plece of a dead man's hairesout

from the body aftoer deatheeis sometimes placed

in the inside of one of the ordinary haly necke

lats, and worn as & charm by men, To even place

by the side of a woman oy child one of these

magic girdles or naakle%?iuaald be productive

of aerions evil to her!,

The ohief medicine man of the Handi of British Bast
Afrion ig ¢raﬁi%a¢~with another acoomplisiment. Acocording to
?r&&er,

*He ig a diviner, asnd foretells the future by

oaating stones, inspeoting entrails, inters

preting dreomg, and prophesying when he is

dranik, géa Hondi belleve fuplicitly in his

powers”®,

People more clvilized than the Nandi, however, have
agknowledged the power of the onelrooritic. Jouseph's ability
to interpret FPhersmoh's dream in whioh appeared first the seven
fat kine thnt were devoured by the soven lesan kine and then the
soven full ears that were devoursed by the meven ypoor earg, after
21l the megicians and wise men of Egypt had failed to interpret
it, caused him to be elevated tu the post of food administrator,
whom none but Pharach himself surpassed in authority.?® Similars
1y, Danielte ability %o tell Nebuohadneszzar the dream whioh he
had forgotten, as well as his ability to {nterpret it; secured
hin royal preferment in Bahylnnpxé

Supernaturaliam, as well ss magle, is ococasionally

involved in a oonsideration of dreams, Joseph refused to

11s ﬁpanaer and G&ixen.,
PP 533*539*
12, ?wamar, ihe
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accept the eredit for explaining Pharaok's dream, saying, "It
15 not in mes God shall give Pharach an angwer of peace”. 15

Likowise Daniel, in responge to Nedbuchadnezzarts
question "Art thou sble tu make kuows unto me the dream which
I have seen, and the interpretation thereof?" replied:

*The secret which the king hath demsnded
sannot the wige men, the mstrologers, the
magleians, the soothsayers, shew unto the kingj

- *But there in a God in heaven that revealeth
seorets, and maketh known to the king Sebughade
nezzar what shall bs in the lstter daye!,i6

The conflict between magic snd religion has not
always existed, aogording to Frager, who writes as followss

"Yeot this antagonism, familiar as it is to
ug, geems 0 have mads gta APPERTAnOE CONDATEw
tively late in the hiastory of veligion, At an
earlier astage the funotions of priest and
gorcerer were often conbined or,; 40 speak poerhaps
ners cnrraat%@, ware not yet differentiazted from
eaoh othert,

Heference has alresdy been made 10 the Poyangse of
the lalays, who combine "the funotions of priest, physiolan,
and soroerer”, Regarding them, Skeel and Blagden moke the
followlng commentes

*The Malays {who appesy t0 be more Supel«

gtitious thean the Benua) have a greatey

foith in the efficacy of the supplications

of these Poyengs, and s graater dread of

thedir supernatnral power, They ave be«

lieved not only %0 be able to cure the most
virulent maladies, but to Inflict diseose

15; Geneais 411 16
164 ﬁgm smmaa:

1% Xraaer*




and death upon an adversary, and the Halays
have recourse %o them for both purposes, ILven
thé bigers are bvelieved %o be subject toe Lhem,
and every magisian has onc in ocondtant atiendance
Ynen & man falls & victinm $o o tiger
ar ‘lﬁ

upon hime :
he is supposed to heve been sagrificed to the
malevolenos of gome magiciasn whom he has offende

After this veyry brief consideration of menifestations

»f the magiool aspects of the kingahip, of therapeutioc magio,

of enchantment, of divination, of oneiromancy, and of a

k)

COLLEGE g6 WiLLiay & Mgy

rudimentary raligiwaa pupernaturalism among primitive peoples,
attention will now be given the appesrancs of these game types

of magie in Melory's Le Morte D'Avtbuw,
eomerom—— . -

i8. GBSkeat and Blagden,
Vole 24 Do 3D



Chapter 111

THE MARVELIOUS IN LR ﬁéﬁn@g nt Mi}? »
A« ~Maglenl Aspeots of the Eingship

A reflection of the asgooiation of magic with
royalty ia seen in ﬁhg glamourous aurs anv&lgy&ng the person
of Arthury the king-maker. Merlin, possessed in an even
greater degrae the oooult power.

Just bafore he died, Uther Pendragon, "king of all
Sngland",l had expressed the wish that his sen Arthur, then
two years old, a&éal& rule after him, Arthur, however, was
reared in comparative obgcuriiy as Sir Boter's son, the oone
dition upon which Merlin had promiasd %ﬂlhring aboult the |
liaison between Uther and Igralne which ﬁaﬁﬁvaﬁalted in
Arthurts birth having been that he be gtvanaéhargﬁ of the
infant's rearing. Dissension among the ﬂﬁbl&? was almoat
inevitable; it 15 not surprising to find that "every lord
that was mighty of men made him strong, aﬂﬁ{many wooned
to have been king®.? -

At thie time Merlin went to the Archbishop of
Canterbury and advieed him to oall a m@atﬁnéxaf'ail lords
and gentleman of arms for Christmas Day, at %hich\tima

e e _ x
Josus would show, by mesns of a miracle, "who should be

b —

e s " SR——— " A ;". vt : -

1. Malory, Le Morte D'Arthur, Bveryman's ILibrary edition,
Vol. 1, p. B, [Hereafter, all references will be made
to thie edition. )

Ze m; y Do 10s
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rightways king of this vealm", Herlin*s advice was followe
ed, and at the appointed time the lords and guntlemen
gathored

“in the greatest church of London,

whether 1t were Poul's or not the

French book maketh no mentioB.e.

And when mating and the first mess

was done, there was seen in the

churchyerd, agoinat the high sltar,

a great stone four sguare, like unto

a marble stone, and in midat thereof

wag like an anvil of steel a foot on

igh, and therein stuck s felr sword

naked by the point, and letters there

were written in gold =2bout the sword

that paid thusie Waose pulleth out

thie aswerd of this stone and savil, éﬁ

rightwise king vorn of all Bngland®,

Although not one of the knights present was sSuocosse
ful in withdrawing the sword, the Archblshop®s confidence
that God would revesl the suocessor to the throne was ule
shaken, Word went forth that all comere might try their
skill, To keep the lords and commons Logether, a joust was
arranged for Hew Year's Day. 8ir Botor rode to this joust
with hin son, Sir Esy, and his foster<son, the young Arthur,
Bn route Sir Eoy discoversd that he had left his sword at
home and besought Arthur Lo return and get it, Arthur
aspented willingly, but found no one at home, Determined
that his fostersbrothor ahould not go t¢ the jousts sworde
luge, Arthur decided to stop in the churchyard and to

extraot the aword from the atone, Ve are t0ld that he

8+  lbid.
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°lightly and fisraely pulled it out of the stone” and
oarried it to Kay, who recognized 1% and chiowed it to his
father; whersupon all three rode back to the churchyard,
Perhaps becsuso the knighte sppeinted to guard the 3&@?&'
hed been absent when Arthur withdrew it, Sir Betor had
him repluace it snd then tried to withdraw it, but without
suecesd, Arthur again sucsceedaed with ease, 8ir Betor and
8ir Esy then knelt before him, When Arithmr objected o such
veneration from bis father and brother, Sir Ector revealsd
the faot thet he wes only bis foster<fathey, and Eay his
fostar«<brother, but confessed that Arihur wes of nchler
“birth than he Mad realized and requested him to make Sir
Eay sensschal of all his lands when he bocame king.

Arthur promised,

Iin agpite of the fact that Arthur had,auaaaédad
in removing the aword, the barons $ried thoeir skill on
Twelfth-day, though not one wap successful, Jealous of
Artimy*s prowsss, they tried again at Candlemas;.
but Arthuy, oniy, was able to remove it., The result wes
the pame at Baster and agein at Pentecost when the commons
oriad: *UWe will have Artimr unto our ¥ing, we will put him
no more in delay, for we all seo that it is OCod's will that
he shall be our king, and who that holdeth against it, we
will slay him",® At thie point rioh and poor alike knelt

3 4 *,«, y.q. Rl"

5. Ibid., DPe 13+14.
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and asked meray, which they obtoined. Arthur was then
knighted and orowned, swesring "unto his iords and the
commons for to be & true lking, to stand with true justice
from Yhenoeforth the days of this lifer,®

Since Arthur wag spoken of as "young Arthur",
since no mention had previously beon mada af;hia atrength,
and singe older and more experiensed nobles had falled to
withdraw the gword, Arthur's achievement, whiok obtained
for him the kingship, suggests his supernatural origine

Uystery also surrounded Exealibur,? the sword

M e

6# ;_,m.vg Qn x@&
7+ Wythical hesroes auite camaonly pessessg remarkable swords,
in the Volg g pags. Lhe megle sword Gram decame the

property mfwﬁiéﬁun"5eaause he alene was adble to draw it
Erom Branstock, th& oak into ﬂhiﬁhg@&iﬂ had thrust ii,

{Of., A. S. nrray, H *_;. Bx 3 LAY 5 Xh 523; C. M,
Gayley, The Qlosgic Myth Engiioh Literat » 502e
%93} ia its German anaiagus,'th&-&iﬂ&' '»v?c:«; aiegfriad

is the possassor of the mRWVleﬁue”saﬁr& 3@1mang, made hy
QME» (Gf« gy ¥, Gayley, ’I‘h {33, ia | thﬁ el {

‘ ure, p. 4003 Horroe L3 8 (451 a8
Yo1, Xil, yx 185, ) Eaawuzg 9wnad'twa m@aia Aworast
NG aling'wiﬁh the golden hilt, and the Runic letters
engraved in gold, that are sure to bring guod fortune %o
the possesacr”s and Hrunting, whose "blade was hardened
in drogon's blood"s This is & counterpart of Siegfried's
Balmung (ib 3 DD 270.273)« In Imngobardian legend
Emparqr'ﬁwtn ' aword Reasn "oould cut through asteel and
iron, and oven dragon's scales®, (0f, Ypigs and Romences

the iHidd 68, D Ta) 4 Cgrolingian legend describes
& aword walch could 99&&% a warble rooke-Reland®s Durindart,
given him by an angel {ibid., pp. 404«406).
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given Arthur Wy the m of the lakes He first saw it in
the middle of mm lake, held by an arm dlothed in white
sanite, and went out in & boat for 1%, as the Lady of the
Lake directed, Af%er Arthur grasped the sword, the arm
disappoared beneath the surface of tho water, Nerlis
asked Arthur which ke liked betier, the sword or the
‘géﬁbmm, Then Arthur replied that he preferred the
gword, Herlin's answer was that the scabbard was "worth
ten of the swords, for whiles ye have the scabbard upon
you, ye shall never lose no blood be yo never o sore
wounded, thersfore keep well the scabbard alwaye with
yéw,.g Just before Arthur's pacsing, he directed
Bedivers to throw the sword into the water. Ap he cbeyed,
fthere ¢ame an arm ang ap hand above the waler and met it,
and caught 4%, and so shook it thrice and brandisbed, cnd
then vanlshed nway the hand with the svord in the water",9

Hedivere vemained with Arthur until the barge
Bearing the weeping ladies took him away, Arthur told
Bedivere that he was going to Avalon, there to be healed
of his wounds. The next morning Bedivere ceme upon & chapel
where there was a new tomb, fe asked whe was buried thé're:,-
Upon being told that tbhe body wag brought ab midnight By a
nunber of ladiece, Bedivere naturally concluded that it was
Arthurts corpse, Halory writest

Wore of the death of Eing Avthur could
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1 never find, but that ledies Brought him
to Bie burialis and such one was buried thereye.s
but yot the hermit Xnew not in gertain that he
was verily the body of King APtEufseas

*Yet some men gay in many parts of England
that Xing Avthur ie not desd, but had by the
will of ouwr Lord Jesu inte snother places and
men gay that he shall come again, and he shall
win the holy eress, I will not a&y it shall
bé so, but vather I will say, here in tuis
world he ohonged hins 1ife, ﬁut many men say
that there is written upon hie tomb this vevrsei
HIQ. JACRT ARTHURYS REX, UONDAR REX QUBE
FUTORUS! ) 10

The mystery which surroundsd Arthur's birth, hise
acsession to the throne, snd his sword Bxealibur was not
golved at hie passing, The part played by the weeping ladies
who bore Arthur sway to Avalon brings to mind the efforts put
forth by primitive people to prevent thelr ruler from dying s
natural death, thus warding off the dire valamitien which they
thought would befall them 4f he died from natural causes.

H— oo

10. Hno( p-34a1. .

Thig beli&i “hes anmlaguaa in ath»r logends. According to
one version of a Bavarian Sradition, Charlemsgne was 4o
arine and fight a battle, after which he would rule over a
new Germony (df. Sneyclopaedin Britannion, Vol, V., p. 896),
Charlemagne is sald to have been o model for Frederick 1,
gurnured “Barbarossa®, aboufi whom an jnteresting myth also
developed: “The place of hic burial is unkuown, and the
legend wahich pays ne still sits in & gavern in the Kyffbiusaer
mouniain in Thuringia walting until the need of his
sountry shall gall him, iz now tuought Lo refer, st leagt
in its esriier {orm, to nis grandson, ihe emperor
z?maex;iak 11" {ef. Lnoyglopaedia Britannica, Vol. X1,
Ite 46}, |

Millenorians toduey believe that Clavis? will return $o
earth before the end of the world to yeign (cf. The

Amerioans, Vol. XX, p. 116},




Chapter 111
By Therepautic Magic

Tha cures effected in Le Horte D'irkbur represent

an interesting stege in the evolution of medicine. The
praghitiongr w#a ne loager the primitive magicieng yet the
manner in which the cuves were effected continued to emack
of thaunaturgy.

Blood continued to seem highly regorded as o
surabtive, The manper in which it wes obinined was wmost
vaprofeasionals

Belin, ﬁhﬂ struck Xing Pellam the dolorous stroke,
was forgivebly %ngwy whert his companion was seized az they
entered a aasﬁlég He would have fought with her captorss
but "they all aaid nay, they would not fight with him, for
they did nething but the old custom of the castle, and told
him kow thelr lady wes sick, nd had lain meny years, and ﬂ
she might not bo whole but if she had a dish of silver full
of blood of & cleon maid and a king's daughtery and thersfore
the cugtom of thin gastle is, thers shall ne damosel pass
this way but she shall bleed of her blood in a silver dish
furre, V/Ea;ih then gave hia consent for the malden to
be bled, bngfﬁer goaorifice was of no avails The lady of the
castle was noi cured until she was anointed with the blood of

- _— N i el o

il Jorte DlArthur, Yol, 1, pe 62.

18



19

8ir Perceval's sister, the glving of whioch ooant the &mw*a
life, 22

Balin's bost's son, who had boen wounded by the
knight Garlon that always rode unaesn, oould be healed only
vy that knight'e blood, Garlon was already the object of
Balin's wrath since ne hsd killed two knighta, Hexlews le
Berbeus and Perin de MHounibellard; s, when the opportunity
presented Ltaelf at a feast in Xing Pellam's castle, Balin
glove Garlon's head and smots his body with the same oleaver
used by Garlon in slaying Herlews le Berbeus, and colled
his companion, saying, "How may ye fetoh blood enough to heal
your son withal®, 33 Mo further mention is made of the
wounded boy,.

King Pellam sought to revenge hie brotherts death,
but woe himself struck by Balin with a marvellous spead and
dropped in a swoong then the yoof and walls of the ocastle
fell, as 4id Balin, his hands and feet paralysed. Both were
pinned vnder the debris, Palin wes rescued three daye later
by Merding but "King Pellam ley s0, many years sore wounded,
and might never be whole Lill Galahad the baughty prinoce
healed him in the quest of the Sangreal, for in that place
was part of the blood of our Loxd Jesus Christ, that Joseph

of Arimathea brought into this lend®,34

""; Vols Iy pu 65
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A réma&y gontaining waters of paradise possessed
remarkable power. Oir Gawaine sustained a Swwad vein and
was told by his adversary, Primms, that noe barber in
Brittany could steunch its bleeding, Prienus, however,
agreed to do it if Sir Gewaine would belp h&m“‘?to be
christoned and to delieve in God. Cawaine ywﬁam hig
" ‘aid, After reaching & meadow in which they 1t their
horses graze, they unayrmed thempelyvosS. Tueir wounds biedg
then "Priamus took from him page & phisl full of the four
waters that came out of paradise, and with certain balm
snpinted their wounds, and washed them with that water, and
within an hour after they were both ap whole as ever they
ware", 19

Among other cures which attract attention are
two sffsoted by Launcelot, Bir Meliot de Logres had been
wounded by Sir Gilbaert the Bastaxrd, whom he slew, Six
Melliot's sieter hsad been tald by & sorceress that her
brotherts wounds could be healed only if she got & knight
to go into the Chapel Perilous for Sir Gilberi's sword and
& pisce of the bloody cleth with whioh he was swatheds the
wounds were then to be searched with the sword and the cloth.
Iauncelot agreed to sssist. Undeterred by the thirty glant
knlghte in the churchyerd, the quaking of the earth as he
out the oloth, and the oraft of anciher porgereass whom he

18, Ibdid., pe 147
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mot as he left the churchyard, Luuncelot returned to the
castle in which Siy Meliot lay, He then touched the sword
to the wounds, which he wiped with the q}.@tm and prestol
8ir Meliot was whole,}d

Inter Louncelot healed Sir Urre's wounds that
had been made tv fester and bleed by a soroeress, the mother
of & knight whom Sir Urre had elain, fThey could be hesled
only when probed by “the best knight of the world", After
B seveneyear search for this knight, Siyr Urre's mother and
siater brought bim to Arthur's court, Arthur and a hundred
and fen of his knights seavched 3ir Urre's wounds in vain,.
At Arthur's ¢omaosnd and the entreaties of many kings and
knights and of 3ir Urre, Launcelot sesrched the wounds, firet
praying secreily:

"Thou blessed Father, Son, and iHely Ghoat,

I bessech thee of thy merey, that ny ﬁm};m

worship and honesty be saved, and ¢

blessed Trinily, thou mayst give xzcmr {0

heal thie sick knight by thy great virtus

and grace ei thee, bub, good lord, nevey

of myseli®,i?
immediately the seven wounds healed, The narrative continuses

*Then Eing Arthur and all the kings and

Enights knecled down and gave thankings

and lovings unto God and t0 his blessed

mother, And ever Gir Launcelet wept as 18
he had boen & ohild that bad baen beaten”,

gty

16; hi *p p}p; 173*3»?&;
égw : Ly Lthur, Vol, 2, ps 337




22

Galahad, the most successful knight in the quest
of the Holy Grail, also affacted wonderful cures, The
madmed king beocame whole after this imigm ahointed him
with blood from the bleeting spear.t® As Galahad, Porceval,
and Bors entered the oity of Sarras, Galshad asked an old
“erooked® man to help them move a silver table, The old
man expleined that he had hed to use orutohos for ten yearss
but when Galahad asked him to riaazm& show his good will,
he tried, snd found himself "whole as ever he wan® 20

In addition to those effected by blood and by the
miniatratione of veversd knights, tﬁme Holy Grall cures
are worthy of notice, Iouncelot's sanity was restored when
he was brought bafore M.ﬁz 84r Botor and Sir Perceval
had Ween mortally wounded, as -t;h,ey thought, Then Sir
;?aamﬁmi prayed, however, the f‘i’ioly Grail appesrsd snd
"hoth were as whole of hide and limb ag ever thoy were
in their life days®,%?

A marvellous etory was %old of a shield which
tame into Sir @a:};m&?a possassion. AL one time it had
velonged to King Evslske, and had been given him when the .
son of Joseph of Arimathasa converted him o Christianity.
When one of King Svelake's men lost a hand, Joseph dirscted
hin "go with good devotion touch the Cross® on the shield,
_Immediately his hand was restored.>

19, Xbid., ps 266,
20, IVide, p» 267
2ls Abid., pe 150,
22« 1bides D» 184
25+ ibidss P
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The most impoasible of all ourss was one effected
by Dame Linet. Bir Gareth out off a kaight's head, whioh
Dame Iinet ancinted. She then applied ointment to the neok
and put the head back in plage, The knight arose, whola, o4

¥e¢ find & forerupner of modern anassthetics in the
drink given by the sorderess Queen Morgan le¢ Fay to Alisander,
mkm"'wm as‘;maizzwmt after having veon sorely wounded. The
drink made him sleep for three days and nights while he was
being transported to Horgan le PFay's castle.®

Reluctant as the reader may be to acknowledge that
Zounoelot and Ualobod were successors of the primitive
medicine man, he @mimt; fail to vee how closely Queen Horgun
le Fay and Dame Iinet resembled thelr savoge predecensora.

24,
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Chapter 111
0, ZEpnchantnent

I% is £itting that enchantment, which 4s of the.
very essence of magic, nhould be prastised by Merlin, the
prince of magiclany. He unce made use of it to disguise
his Ldentity from Arthur who sat brooding over the loss
of hisz horss, whisch had been taken by 8ir Pellinore.

"Right 8o came by him Merlin like a child
of fourteen yeur of age, and saluted the
king; and asked him wiay be wag 80 pengive.
I may wall be pensive said the king, for 1
have seen the marvellest gight that ever I
san, That know I well, said Herlin, as well
as thyself, and of all thy thoughts, but
thou art but & fool Yo take thought, for
1t will not amend thee, Also I know what
thou ars, and sho was thy father, and of
whom thou wert begotteny Xing Uther
Pendragon wes thy fether, and bogat thee
on lgraine, Thet is falese, sald King
Arthur, how shoeuldest thou know it, for
thou are not oo old of yearg Lo know ny
father? Yeg, soid ¥erlin, T know it
bettor than ye oy any man living, I will not
belisve thee, said Arthur, and wae wroth
with the ohild. Bo departed Merlin, and
vang again in the likenems of an 0ld man
of Lourscore year of age, wheresf the king
was riggﬁ gind, for he seemed to be right
wios,"e

deriin again made use of enchsniment to save the
life of Eing Arthur, whom Pellinore was about to slay. Seow
ing Arthurts predicament, “Merlin cast an enchantment 4o the

268, le dorte D'&thugg Vol 1, D 36
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knight, that he fell to the earth in a great sleep®.2?
..ﬁmghum rogretted tnm such a noble knight had been killed,
but was assured by NMerlin that he waa only aleeping and
would awake within three hours. A few days later they
met 8iy Pellinoreg but MHerlin, by the use of his subtle
oraft, prevented him from peeing Arthur in order to fores
stall an encounter,>d

Nimue, "the damossl of the lake”, aloo used her
eraft for Arthur's proteotion. Arthur's sister, Norgan
le ¥ay, betrayed the king's trust by giving Excalibur with
ite scadbard, whioh would prevent the wearer from loss of
blood, to her paramour, Sir Accolon, whom she planned to
elevate to the kingehip« ILater when Arthur and Acscolon
met in battle, Artbur was sovely wounded and lost much
bloovd, while his advercery lost none. Nimue took pity on
Arthur when she sew him in such atraite; "at the next
stroke Sir Accolon struck him such & stroke that by the
damosel's enchantment the sword Excalibur fell out of
Accolon's hand to the earth”,®? and Arthur recovered botn
sword and scabbard,

Later the scabbard was stolen by qQueen Morgan le
Fays When Arthur discoverad his loss, he gave chames
Realising that she was in danger of being overtsken, the

2% v Ps 42,
28, Ibids, ps 44,
2%, vy Pé 103



aawaer&aﬁﬁrada into & lake and threw the sesbbard into

the deepest pard.

"Then she rode into & valley where many
great stones were, and when she saw she
must be overtaken, she shaped herself,
horse and man, by enchontment unto o
grest marvle atanﬁ. Anon withal coume
Six Arthur and Sir Ontzlake wherens the
king might know his slester and her men,
and one knight from anather, Al said
the king, here may ye see the vengeance
of God, and now am I sorry that this
misadventure is bafaiiea. And then he
lcoked for the soobbard, but it would
net be found, so he returned to the
abbey where he came from, Oo when
Arthur was gone she turned all into

the likeliness as ashe ond they wers
bhofore, anﬁ.aaigz 3irs, now moy we go
where we will,"

Norgan le Foy was more succeseful in eluding
Arthur than she was in & subseguent abtempt to k{1l him,
After Arthur had returned to court, she sent him & mantle,
“the richest mantle that over was secn in that court, for
it was set as full of previous stones a8 one might stand
by another, and there wers the richest stones that ever
the king enw®s. The messenger who brought the mantle spaid
to Arthurs *Your sister sendeth you this mantle, and
desireth that ygv&kguid toke this gift of herj and in whad
thing she hath offended you, she will amend 4t at your own
pleaanre“gag The “damosel of the lake" arrvived Just in time
to save King Arthur from the fate whioh Horgen le Fay had

oy, SITICIR B S o o ety et
32# Didey Pe 1104 - Wae & gr ades.
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planned rgr him,

"Sir, said the damesel, put not on you this
mantle till ye have seen more, end in no
wise let it not come on you nor on no

knight of yours till ys commend the bringer
thergof to put it upon ber, Well, said Xing
Artiur, it shall be done as ye coungel meo,
And then ho said unto the damoasl that come
from his sister, Dumcsel, this mantle that
y¢ have brought me, I will see it upon you.
8ir, she paid, It will not beseem me L0
wear a king's garment, By ny hsad, said
Arthuy, ye shell wear it or 1% come on my
bagk, or any man's that here is, And co

the king made it $0 be put upon her, and
forthwithal she fell down dead, and never 3%
mors spake word eftor and burnt to coalg,"v

Use wae again mede of enchantivent %o settle &

quarrel among s:m;z* sorceresses, Morgen la ﬂ%’a—@y among theom,

over Gir launcelot, whom they sawm sleeping under an apple
trees each "would have him to her love®, ¢ iMorgan ie Fay

35

Sde

ibide s pe 111, v

Two other instruments of enchantment are worth noting
heres A ring lent Gareth by lady ldones possesned ree
markable properties, described as follows by the owners
"And the virtue of my ring is that, that ip green i¢
will turn to red, and that is red it will turn in likee
neps Lo greeny and that is blue it will turn to like~
neps of white, and that is white it will turn in
likeness to blue, ané so it will 4o of all manner of
coloura, Also whe that beareth my ring shall lose no
blood, and for great love I will give you this ring".
Abide, pe 224y The other was the philtre which
Isoud's mother directed Dame Bragwaine and Gouvernail
to give King Mark on the day that he nhould wed Isoud,
The philtre was to be drunk to Isoud and would cause
theln to "love other the deys of their Jife®., Ibides
P 2734
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promised to cast an enchantment upon him, whioh would
cause him to sleep wix hours, and to take him to hor
cagtle, where he would awake in her powery then ghe would
let him shoose one of them as parameur., Ilavncelot pree
ferred death in prisos to such on arrangement, but was
saved from either fate by s damosel of the castle,

Later when ILauncelot was mentally deranged, he
wag found eleeping neor a wells To prevent the possibdility
of his becoming violent on being awakened, Dame Brisen cast
a gpell upon him to make him slegp an hour, 9%

A gleaping state was also & feature ¢f the spell
cagt by Himue upon Siyr Pelleas. When she hesrd that the
knight had been decsived by Lady Ettard, Nimue "threw an
enchantment upon him, and he fell on sleep”s Then she
brought lady Ettard into bis presence and "threw such an
enshantment upon her that she loved him sore, that well
nigh she wae out of her mind".°® The spell had just the
contrary effeat upon Sir Pellean, for when he awaked,

“he bated her mofe then any woman alive" ®dnd went off with
F¥imue, leaving lady Bttard to die of a broken heart.

The spell cast by & nameless lady involved more
amotion than Nimue's spell. This ilady had long loved King
Heliodan in wein, At length by an enchantment she made

36, Lé Morte . &mg Vol, 2, p» 160s
mﬁ DTATCHGT, Vols 1, p: 122,
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him chase an hart dy himsell alone ;u:z that he came to
an old onstle, and there anon he was taken prisoner by
the lady that bim loved”."® He was soon afterwards freed
by Herlin,

1t seems strange that Merlin should himself be
the victim of avotherts spell, but such was the tsne,
Pearing ¥erlin, who was ensumored of her, ¥imue told him to
go under & magice stone and %o toll her of its marvels,
There he was sntonmbed by ber avara,aﬁ Sir Bagdemagus
tried teo rescue him, but found the stone too heavy for a
hundred men o 1ift, Hesaring him outside, Merlin bade hin
"leave his labour, for all was in vain, for he might never
Be holpen but by her thal put him Qsharemm It is intereste
ing to note that Eerlin hed previouvely expressed the belief
that he would "be put 4n the earth quiﬁk”“x to Arthur,

The oonviotion of the demosel who came to Arthur's
court, girt with e sword from which she could not be ree-
leased excopt by & knight who was "a passing good man of
his hands and of his deede, and without villainy or
treachery, and without treason”, % was the result of
Iady Lile of Avelion's spelils She was subsequently re.
leased by Balin, a poorly srrayed exsprisoner, after

38, 2bi Te 259
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Arthur and a number of his barons had falled to withdraw
the sword from its sheath.

After Balin's death, "Merlin let make by bis
pubtilty that Balin's sword wag put in o marble stone
standing upright as grest as & mill stene, and the stoms
hoved always above the water and did many years, and so
by adventure it ewam down the siream to the City of
Camelot, that is in Emglieh Wincheater~,43

Parbaps it i wise t0 includeg also in this study
of enchantment the remarkable feature of Oawaine's
strength, “Then had 8ir OGawaine such a grace snd gift
that an boly man had given to bim, that every day in the
year, from underne $ill high noon, his might inoreased
those thres hours as much as thrice his atmagtm*’“

The various skills exhidited by Merlin, Nimue,
and Queen Morgan le Faye~not to mention those of Dame
Brison, the nameless lady, and the holy wmaneepeem 0

indicate that the sorcerers in Le | DlArthur are ee
versatile as the Malayan g‘?cmo“

44» DAxthar, Vol 2, p. 375,
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Chapter 111
D, Divination

Enchantment and other oopult arts were within
Meriin's range; divination,4® nowever, was his peculiar
Provings.

Among the most noteworthy of nis prophecies
wers those concerning Arthur, GSoon after Arthur's coronas
tion, Merlin made this prediction concerning him to those
kings whg, angry because dne so young and so obsgure had
bacome king of ouch a réalm, were besieging the tower in
which be had taken refuges "or bhe die, he shall be long
king of all England, and have under his obeissance Walss,
irpland, and Soetland, and more reslms than I will now
rebearge”, All of thoee who heard Merlin's words were not
equally crsdulous, “Some of the kings had mervel of
Merlints words, and deemed well that it should be as he
saidy and some of them laughed him to scorn, as King lotg
and mors other called him o witoh,"®? They agreed, nevere
theless, to let Arthur come out and talk to them, "So
Herlin went unto King Arthur; and told him how he hed
done, and bade him fear not, but come out boldly and speask

45, The unknown is alsc reveanled through dresms and visions,
but conmideration will Ybe given them in the succeeding

sections,
LGS M Lo Yol, :oge P 1Da
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with theom, and spars them not, but answer them as their
king end shieftain, for ye shall overcoms. them all,
whether they will or nill, *48

) The pradiction given below was nade after Avthur,
with the help of King Ban and King Bows, had rescued Eing
&éﬁdﬁgranaa of Cameliard from Ring Rience. Arthur offered
%o return with the two kings who had aided bim, since their
1a0d was beset by King Claudasg but they declined his
proffer, aayiﬁg that they would send for him AL they neaded
him, and asked Arthur to let them know if he needed thelr
helps ilerlin, however, propheaied a# f?liawaw

"It ehall not,.sald Herlin, need that
therse two kings come again in the way
of war, but I know well King Arthur
mey not be long from you, for'within a
year o¥ twe ye shell have great need;
and then shell he revenge you on your
gnenlea, as ye nave done on hls., For
these eleven kings shall dig all in s
day, by the great might and prowvess of
arms of two valiant knights las it
telleth after), their names be Balin
ie Savege, and Balan, his brother,
that be m&rvg%lmng aood knights a8 be
any living",%¥

Merlin foretold both the agent of Arthur's
destruction and the kind of death he would dies
Teaye hinve done a thing late t&aﬁ God

is displeaged with you, for y¢ have lain
by youyr sister, and on her ye have gotien

48* Ib& d*,ﬁ ?; 36‘
4% ibide, De 33
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& ohild that shall destroy you and a1l the

knights of your realms.e. 3 may well be

goryy, oaid Merlin, for I shall die & ,

shameful death to be put in the earth quick,

and ye shall die a worshipful death",

Because Herlin hed told Avthur thnt he would de
killed by one bors on kay Bay, Arthur sumnonsd all the
onildren of noble parentage, born on that day, and sent
them to sea, The ship with 1ts infant corgo was wreoked,
Hordred alone survived, He was washed ashore, where he
was found by & good man who reared him until he was fourteen,d3

Similarly, "MHevriin warned the k¥ing covertly that
Guensver was nobt wholesome for him to take to wife, for he
warned him that Launcelot ghould love her, end she him
again® 9% Launcelot's and Guinevere's 1llieit love
sventually nloyed havoe in Arthur's courts

Molory alse relates thet Herlin Ywarned the king
to keap well his sword and the ncabbard, for he told him how
the sword and the scabbard should be stolen by a woman from
him that he most truntedn,5d This prophecy wes aleo fule
filleds Arthur's sisier, Morgen le Fay, stole them and
gent them to her pavamour, Oir Accolon, %4

50 ﬁﬂ&&&u P 3%
Another propheocy referring to Merlin's doeath was made Ly
the diviner to Arthur, at the interment of the twelvs
kings: “vhen I am dead thess tspers shull dburn no
longer, and soon efter the adventures of the Sangrecl
gshall come among you and be aohbieved®., Ihid., pe 59
51&, m&a}g Ps 46,
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¥erlin's predictions were not limited to King
Arthurts fuuuéai he also prophesied concerning the future
usefulngss of Arthur's knights. When the young squire
Griflet same to Arthur asking to &a-maﬁé a knigb£, Arthur
éﬁmurwaa bab&uae»af‘ﬁaifiaﬁ's youth, Oriflet wap s0 ine
ézatenﬂ, howaver, that not even Merlin's warning, "it were
great pity to Xﬁéa Grifiet, for he will be a passing good
man when he ié"af age, abviding with you the térm of his
life”, 58 gsterred Arthur from knighting the young squires
Another of Hsriin's prophecies concerned Pellinores *Also
thére livetn not & bigger knight that he is one, and he shall
hereafter do you right good service; and his name is Pellinore,
snd he shall bave two sons that shall be passing good meng
gave one they shall have no fellow of prowess and of good
living, and their nemes shali be Percivale of Vales and
lamerake of Wales, and he shall tell you the name of your
own son begoiten of your sister that shaii be the de«
struction of all this realn"«%6 Another consevned Balins
“that dnight that heth achieved the sword shall be destroye
ed by ithat sword, for the whioch will be great dommsge,
for their liveth not a knight of more prowess thaun he is,
and he shall de unto you, my Lord Arthur, great honour and
kindness", %7

65, Abid., PP. 38+39,
86, Ibide, pe 42
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Herlin aloo fovetold events in whieh Arthur's
¥nights would participate. To Eing Mark, who wes stende
ing by ianoceor's tomb, he saids

“Here shall be in this game place the

greatest battle betwixt two knights

that wae Or ever shall be, and the

truest lovars, and yet nons of them

ahall slay other, And there Herlin

wrote thelr nomen upon the tomb with

letiters of gold that should fight in

that place, whuaaknmm@aégera;Lﬂun¢QXat

de fake, and Tristram”,>¢
RKivg lark became gurious regarding the identity of his
informant, but without successi ‘At this time, said Herlin,
I will not tell, but at thot time when Sir Trigtvem is
taken with his sovereign lady, then ye sball hear snd
know ny name, and at thut time ye shall hear tidings that
phall not please you" B9

To Balin, who hnd killed lanceor, whose death
had resulted in Colombets sulclde, Herlin asids "because
of the death of that lady thou shalit strike a sircke most
dolorous thot ever man sbruck, except the stroke of our
Lord, for thor shalt burt the truest knight and the man
of most worship that now liveth, and through that stroke
three kingdons shall be in great poverty, misery and
mratohedness twelve years, and the knight shall not be

whole of that wound for wany years”,90

58, Ib De By
59, THii.. be o5r
6Q-¢ m% A « ': y
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Herlin made two prediotions conserning Balin, in
explaining the identity of Balin and Balan t¢ Arthur

"o4it s Balin tuat achieved the sword,

and bis brother Balan, & good knight,

there liveth not a better of prowesa and

of worthiness, and it shall be the

greatest dole of him that ever I knew of

knight, for he shell not long endure,

Alas, said Ring Arthur, that ip great

pitys for I am much beholden unto him,

and I have 411 deserved 1t unlo him for

is kindness. HNay, said derlin, he shall

do much wmore faszgag, and that shall ye

kpow in haste’.

After Balin's death Kerlin prophesied as followa
aancerning this ¥night'a swords "there shell never man handle
this snord but the dbest knight of the world, and that shall
be Sir Iauncelot or elee Galabad his aon, and Launcelot
with this eword shall slay the man tnai in the world he
loved beat, ithat shall be 3ir Gawaina“gﬁa

Aniothey prophecy of intersst was made by Herlin
soncerning the knight who was to ocoupy the Siepe Perilouss
"But in the Siege Perilous there shall no man sit therein
but one, and if there be any so herdy to do it he shall be
destroyed, and he that shall sit there shall have no
fellow", 53

Hariin predicted to the guests at Arthur and
Guinevers's wedding feasi that they would "ses n strange

and & marvollous adventure”, His prediction vame true

1. Ibid., pps BE=57,
Goe Toid.! bhr ao-to,
63+ Lbide, ps 75.



37

immediately, for a bart, a brachet, and sixty hounds ceme
running into the hall, They ware followed by a lady
pursuing hev hi‘amﬁ, and a Xnight ;gmm@ng; the lady.
Earlin directed that Sir Gawalne be seat to bring back

the harts Sir Tor, to bring back haﬁhltha-bfachat and the
guent who had gone in pursuits and Siv Fellinore, iLthe lady
and the knight, He predicted that they should “do
marvellous advenitures or they oome ag&im”;éﬁ

Wnen Sir Tor returned from his quest and told the
kihg end queen aboub bis adventurea, they "made great joy".
tlerlin aesured them, Nowever, that these were "bui japes to
that he shall dos for he shall prove s noble kaignt of
prowess, as good as any is Living, sud gentle and courtecus,
and of goud tatches, and passing true of hig promise, and
never shall owtrage”, o

Kerlin®sa predioticn concerning Sir Pellivere when
ne returned from his quest was not 80 engouraging: M ye shall
see your beet friend feil you whan yo be in the greaiest dise
tvess that ever ye wers or shall ba".%%

The last prophecies made by iderlin before being
imprisonsd in the rock by NHimue congerned Launcelot, the
young son of King Ban and Dlaine, the latter of whom was
gorrowing beccuse of the war which King Claudas was waging

againat her husband:

64e  Ibide, pe VO
654 Ibides De Bds
66s 1ibids, pa 89



*Take none heaviness, saild Merlin, for
this same ghild within this twenty year
shell revenge you on King Claudas, that
all Christondom shall speaX of its and
this same ohblld shall ba the most man of
worship of the world, and his first name
is CGalabad, that know I well, said derlin,
and pyne ye have confirmed him Iouncelot.
That is {yuth, ssid the gueen, his first
-name wag Galahad, O Herlin, sald the
queen, shali I live to see my son such a
man of prowess? Yea, ledy, on my peril
ye 3&&1& see it, and ilve many winters
after®, o7 |

Alfhough Herlin was the mastor of divination in

Le Morte J'Arthur, others made use of it. The "dumosel of

the lake Nimue®, to whom raferenge has just been made,
foretold her ability to bring anout the spell which she
cast upon Jir Pelleas and Lady Ettazd‘sg Thig same damsel
who made uge of enchantment for Avrthur's protection oome
to his aid when he woe aboui to £8ll a vietim of Lady
Annowre's sorgery, beoausgse she wes algoe a 4iviners

“Then the ledy of the lake that was
alway . friendly {o Hing Arthur, she
undergtood by her subtle orsafis
that Eing Avthur was like to be
destroyed, And thersfore this lady
of the lake that hight Rimue, cume
into that forest 1o geelk alter Sir
Tauncelot d&u Leke or Siy Tristran
for to help King Arthurg foras that
same day this lady of the lake knew

679 1 o3 Pe 9‘1.
68, 1Ibide, D. 122,
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well) that Bing Arthur should be slain,

ggéezgi2§§§ﬁhg had help of one of these

The sword-girt dampel who wes freed from her
burden by Balin'grngﬁeaie& that he would do many marvels;
but when h@r’raaéuer refugsed te return the aword to her,
she saids “"ye& are not wise to keep the swovd from me, for
ye shall slay with the sword the best friend that ye have,
and the man that he most lova i the worid, and the sword
shall be your degtruction®,’C

Dame Brisen had prophesied that Launcelot, who
¥as "clean out of bis mind®, would "be well holpen an but
by miracle"s’l Reference has clvesdy been mede to his oure
effected by the Holy Grail,’=

Of interest in this considera’ius i DBumen agonte
of divination is a mechanical instrument gerving the same
purpose, & horn which served as a chagtity test, This horn,
sent to King Mark by Lamorak "in despite and reproof of Biy
Tristram® for the purpoese of assaying Queen Isoud, "had such
& virtue that there might no lady nor gentlewomsn drink of
that horn but if she were true to her husbead, end if she
were folee ahe should spill =2ll the drinx? and if she were
true to her lord she might drink peacesble’,?3 EKing Mavit,
at any rate, attached mome importence %6 its powers

e CTo

ﬁgt m»; Pe B224

P04 lh&g Pe 48,

. Le Eﬁrta Drarthur, Vols 2, pe 137

72, m‘ﬁ Yo Afs

73« Le Horte DYArthur, Vol. 1, pp. 286.287,
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AThen the king nade Queen Iasud to drink
thereof, and an hundred ladiea, and there
were but four ladies of all those that
drank clene. Ales, gaild King Eark, this
ia & greal despite, and sware 4 great ocath
that she should be burnt sand the other
ladies. Then the barons gathered them
together, and aaid plaialy they would not
have thoge ladies burnt for an horn made
by sorcery, thot coms from as false a "
soresress and witch as then wes living®, 4

In addition to the agente of divination alresdy
cited, a number of others, men of religion, letters of gold,
and mysterious veiceg among them, were found in the chapiers
treating of the Holy Grails 3Some of these will oppear in a
later section,0

Frequent as sgents of divination in Le Horte D'Avthur

are, lerlin is the diviner par sxcellence., He needs not the

tools of the British Zast Afvican to induce credulity, TS

4. Ibid., p. RB7,
78, CGhapter 1l
thie Jpliy
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Chapter 111
B, Oneiromancy

Dreams play suoh o conspicucus rols &s agencies
of divination in Lg Norte D'*Arthur that they demerve
separate treatment.

Maloryte characters took their dreams seriously,
That they regarded them as symbolic is evident from the

two passages whionh follow,

"The king with the hundred knights mette
a wonder dream two nights afores the
battle, that there blew a great wind,
and thw down thelr castlies and their
towns, and after that came = water and
bare it all away, All that heard of

the sweven, aa%g it was & token of
great battle,”

later King Arthur was "sore abashed® at a dream in
whioh a 4ragon and a boar figured prominently. He

".esent anon for a wise philosopher,
¢ommanﬁ$ng to tell him the significae
tion of his dream., Sir, ssaid the
philosopher, the dragon that thou
dreamedot of betokeneth thine own
parson that ssilsst here, and the
colours of his wings be thy reslms
that thou haat won, and his tail
which is all tbutatﬁared signifieth
the noble knights of the Round Tablej
and the boar that the dragon slew
goming from the clouds bLelskeneth
gome tyrant that tormenteth the
people, or elsa thou art like to
fight with some giant thyself, being

y Vol 1, De 23
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norrivle aund abominsble, whose peer
ye saw never in your days, wherefors
of this dresdful drenm doubt thee
mtzmﬁ gut 88 o conquerer come forth

1t is snteresting to note that the passing of
,-Wa of the main characters, King Arthur, Queen Guinevere,
aml Launcolot, was foreteld &n dreams, These will De oone
sidered in the order of their cocurrence,

Eing Arthur and the traitorous Siy Hordred had
‘agresd upon 2 down near Salisbury as the place, and
Trinity Mondsy as the time, for s battle between their
armies, Malory's desocription of the dremm that Arthur bad
on the proseding night followss:

”K&ng Arthur droémed a wan&arm& dream,
and that woas thiss that him seemed km
sat upon & chaflet in a oheir, snd the
chair was fast to & wheel, and thersupon
gat King Avthur in the richest cloth of
gold that might be madej and the king
thought there was under him, far from
him, an hideous deep blaok mﬁw, and
therein were all monner of serpentay

and worma, and wild beasts, foul and
horriblies a.m suddenly the king thow

the wheel turned up so down, and he u
among the serpsnts, and svery besst t:onis
him by & limb; and then the king oried se
he lay in his bed and eleopts Help., And
then knights, squires, and yeomen, awaked
the kingy and then L vee 8o ananed that
he wint not whers he wasg and then he fell
on alumbering again, not sleeping nor
thoroughly waking, 0o the king seemsd
verily that there oame Sir Gawaine unto. him
with & nunber of fair ladieo with hm, And

78, w&s Ps 2354



when Eing Arthur saw him, then he ssids
Welcome, wy siater's song I weened thou
hadet been dead, and xniow I see thee on
1ive, muoli am I beholding unto almighty
Jesu, O, fair nephew and my sister's
son, what be these ladies that hither

be gome with you? 8ir, ssid 8ir Gawalne,
all these be ladies for whom I have
foughten when I was man living, and all
thess are thoss that I did battle for in
righteous quarrels and God hath given them
that grace at their great prayer, by cause
X did batile for them, that they should
bring me hither unto yous thus rmch hath
God given me leave, for Lo warm you of
your deathjfor an ye fight as tomorn with
Bir ¥Mordred, as ye both have assigned,
doubt ye not ye must be slain, and the
most part of your people on both parties,
And for the great grooe and goodness that
almighty Jesu hath unto you, and for pity
of you, and many more other good men
theres shall be slain, God hath sent me to
you of his epecial grace, to glve you
warning that in no wise ye do battls ss
somorn, but thet ys take & treaty for o
month days and proffer you largely, so

as tomorn to be put in a delay, For
within & month shall come Sir Lavncelot
with all hip noble knighte, and rescus
you worshipfully, and aslay Siy Hordred,
and all that ever will hold with him,
Then Sir Gawaine and all the ladies
vanighed?, 79

That Arthur heeded the dream is evident, for Malory
writes that “the king comuanded Sir Lucan the Butler, snd his
brother Bir ‘B@cﬁim&e, with twp bishops with them, and oharged
them in any wise, an they mizut, Take a treaty for a month day
with Sir Hoydred, and apars not, proffer him landa and goods
ae muoh as ye think best®,B80

whur, Vols 2, ppe 3844385,



















































































































































































































