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Change ioc a low of 1ife and chonges in the ocuffrage of countries
has been taking plaoece from the beinning of tine, If we troce the
development of any olivilized country we will digeover that itc strupgples
have been uvhill fights for more control in the government, And %0 uze
our own Uniteld Ltates, as an examnle, «id tho colonies not rcobsl beeouse
they were unrcprecented in the Parlisment vhich taxed then. That
utterance "Taxation without renresentation” is known by every cchool
child, liow many milliong of women in nast generntions could have
uttered those somo worde, for they were kept for avay from the nolls
‘and were, conseguently,unable to exprecc thelr vieus on matters of stcte
and nationsl imnortance, ‘iomen were congicered the home~unkers, snd
poing to vote wus bLelow their dignity. Yot, these same home-nakers
had to live unuer the guidance of men whom they ¢iu not have any shore
in gelecting and be under obligation to pay the toxes and oboy the lows
of the auvministroation which they could not control in any way.

Thip condition ezictec without quostion until abau; the beginning
of tho ninctcentk century., About thic tine women were entering
professiong, such ep neulcine. 1In 1848,cue to a serioc of lectures
given by the fopous Vr. Gregory in Doston, o school of mecicine for
wvomeni, called "The Auerican Female lMedlcol Ecucotion Socliety", wae
founded and twelve young Americen vomen entercd ito course of etuay.l
Lomen were olso entoring the literery nrofecsion, and other wrofessiona,
In 1840 there had Deen only seven cccu-otion onen to wouenw teozching,
Going necdle vork, keening boerders, working in cotton mills, book binu=-
ing, tyne cetting, anc househoid¢ servicc, But cfter 18:C they entereu

puch ocou~ntions oo nevicine, law, ond litercry ~ursuito,



And with the higher education of women ané the broadening of
vomont!e horizon of vork, come tho agitation for her poll righta. It
was about 1834 that Judge Hurlbat, o leculng member of the bar of
Dew York, wrote a vigorous work on "Human Rights®, in which he advocated
political ecquaolity for vomen. Thip work attructet the atiention of
many legal minds throughout the state of Ilew York, and in 1836 a bill
wos introduced into the New York logiclaturc by Judpe Hertell, to
secure for married women their rights of nroverty. 7%his bill was
anproved af by very few women at that time and this shows the vory grent
ignorance of women 28 to tacir own righta.g

Lluring the winters of 1844-46-4C #lizabeth Cudy Utcnton, being
in Albany, wnace the acaqucintance of Judge Hurlbut, and a large nunber
of lavyers ondG legislators and she beccme very interested in the nending
bill for women's property rightes, and ghe decided to oanll a convention
for a full uand free discugsion of wonan‘s rights. -And conscquently, én
July 14, 1848 the OJeneca County Courior, o semi-weekly journal, oone
toined the following announcenment- "Seneca Falls Convention: Tomon's
Rights Convention, A Convention to uiscuss the socizl, civil and
religious condition and rights of voman, wWill be held in the Veasleyun
Chanel, at eneca Palls, Hew York, on Vednesdoy end Thursduy the
nineteenth and twentieth of July; currcnt convening at ten o'clock A,LL, 8
buring the firgt oy the neeting will be ezclusively for womcﬁ, +ho
are corneotly inviteu to attend, The public generally are invited to
be nrecent on the second day, vhen Lucretia lott of vrhiladelnhie, and
other leacing ladies and gentleomen ill awurese the. convention,®

Thio coll without cipgnature was isouce by Lucrcetia ~ott, Martha

wrib%, uné Tory Ann LeCGlincoth, and Mlisaboth Cody Stonton, but the



last noue wag roully the originatior, and the other women werely her
supnorters, And thus to the great movement of freeing women, Verpil'is
quotation,ux fenina faote'y a woman was the leader of the teedw

may &ntly be annlied., And Elizabeth gtonton nay eocolly be comnared

to Dico, of vhom the guotation waep used by Vergil, becouse of her

act of getting out from Tyre and founding the city vhich wos loter to
be known ag Gorthage.

Elizzbeth Ltonton beogen the wonderful movement which was later
t0 pnreaw all over the country, and ecnd in goining for woman her
squality with man,

The coavention itcelf at Senecs Folls reully did not aczomplish
anything definite. It did, however, have its proceedings extensively
-sublishew and ite brave protostse traveled widely, touching the hearts
of wo..en &1l over the country, and it led to the coalling of conventions
in other nlocos,

Those bruve women who met at Seneca Fells were not satisfied wlth
the results anc they called another convention to mest at Rochester,
Tew York on fugust sceon¢ of tie gpuie veoxr. A% thig convention o young
brice anpcoret, vho sgric that she wag on her honey-moon ... had,upon
stopning over ot Rocheoter to woit for o train, decided to prolong
her stay n £ow hours longcer and aduress tho convention. ¥or twenty
minutes this beeutiful otronger held her audience spellbouna in her
plea for mor liborty for wonen, Her husband, hat and cane in hand,
remoined leoning againaet a pillar neor the altar, and aeeme&aﬁost
welighteu and reverential listener.a It woe a scene never to be
forpot by thooe at the conveation, and one of utmost cheer and encour-
agement for the nioncors in the movenent for grecter liberty for weman,

At this Rocheotor convension the decloration of the (eneca Foll cone



vention was ocopted orain, and thig tiwe 4t wos olpnew by a groe:toer
number of influential men ond vowen, and the convention adjourned in
the language of the President “Uith hearts overflq%ing with gratitude® 8

Although ¢his convention cid not secure the vote of the women,of
Hew York, it bhad a fas%ing effoct upon the strugrle for woman suffrage.
1t cuuped othoxr sirtco to toke these cctions aone txy (0 obtoin the vote
for wemen., Jome of theuve states cuccccded end others did not, Lut all
macie aome atteonts.

The various siates attonmted to scoure the vote for women in
uifferent ways, but in all cases the strusglce was hard ond the victory
grovwal, Couen first gained power by being grantes permission to sit
on school boords anc vote in school elections, It is interesting to
note the ateps that vere token by the various stctes,

Amizona made ito flrot step toward granting the bellot to wowen
vhen in 1887 the leyisloture pnasseu an act stating that every nezson ,
mole or feaale, twenty one yeuro of sge,who wvas the parent or guordian
of a child of school age resicing in the éistrict, vwho had paid the
county school tox during the preeceding year was elipgible to vote for
gchool trustces. This included all cities and towns in the texzritory.
About the scne time wouen were gronted the nrivilege of sitting on any
school boaru, From 1887 on Arisona graated more ond moxe nrivileges to
ite women citizens until in November of 1913 vomen secured the ballot
to vote ia all otute clections, It woe the vomen wio cgsieted greatly
in peceuring stote nrohibition,

Arkengas held ito firot suffroge escociation neeting in 1885,

Put the noeting ¢id not acccunlich anything, iomen ubke not nllowew
to hold any olective offices, women guffrnge in Arkonsso nover

peined favor aad the balliot was not given to its vomen until the



Fecgecl suffzope cot grinting the ballot to vonen wac possod,

In Colifornia the firot suffroge meeting wee held in 8an Froacioco
in oy 1869, And 4n Jonuary of 1870 the Stute loman's Suffroe AscoGe-
totion woes foriced, %his organization worked untiringly until 4in 1911 4%
secured  1ts (oel, the ba'lot for womem, Oince the women of California
have hot o vote they have been zosponsible for the nassing of such
laows a8, the mother's pension Act, the joint puardianship act, the
juvenile court not, the toncher's penoion cet, act for the prateatioa
of foou, c¢ivil oervico law, prison feform act, uvbite plave act, and
the workman'e componoation act, Ly the titles of these lawe we can
gee that thoy ere cll of a very bencficial noturej; lows which should
have been posced long before they were.

Colorado in 187€, the year it bec:ue o otote, grante. scnool
suffrce;e to uonen, In 1893 women were prontcd the nrivilege of voting
on the sume basgio oo nen., This privilege wos gronted Cue to the
efforto of o vuffrege acsceiction, wowren have voted in Coloraco for
t.onty=-four youro cud ginee 1893 Colorzvo hos beco: € 1ore nrognerousd
than ever bofore, 7he gtute orose from poverty to wenlth, aad the
taxon have been lcwared ogevercl timos. The effectso vhich monen have
hau unon the legiclotion of Coloraco have been great, The stove now
baes elean, well-lightcd polls, all women's clubs hove legislative
comaittoes which scrutinize every bill and supnort ox opnooe it.
duelh acto ao child labor, stote houces for denendont children, state
girl'o incustricl house, care of fecvle-minded by the stote, no
cigoretton sold to children,and an eight-hour low' for wonen, have
been nosoeC uneer tholr cirection,

In Conucecticut o ouffrepe amsociotion wos orgonizel in Yenteober
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of 18CY. im 10803 Ly the efforts of thic avcooirtion vonen were pgrrated
school suflr.pe. But gtove viue puffre.c was not gronted until foueral
suffrose wae secured by the nimeteenth cuendment to the feteral conotltu-
tion.

In 16€1 the Jokotas were cxe.ted ¢ derritory. In 1989 this
territory entered the union as twe Clstinctive statos, Uorth cac uouth
pakota. In 1872 the torritoriol lepicloture had lacked only one vote
for conferring full cuffropo on wouen, But ofter the Lakotas eatered
the union %acy both becume more conscrvotive and neither etate had
given ito wonen cuffrope vhen the nimetcenth anencment paosec Congress,

Ivcho grontee 4to women the bollot in 1596, Ly a vote of the
etute legivloture of 13,176 in fovor to 6,703 cpainct, And olnce the
vouen of Icaho have hot 2 vote and been cllower to hold st~te offices,
the Birte Junorintoucont of ublic Inetructlon hae been a wonn,

The ccueotion gystom of Idcho io notionally notet for excellence and
arosronsivencss, andé thies ceci's to leat us 4o belie&e thot wo..en have
elaew the ptoaten dn vhich thoy nortieinate in the functions and nolicies
of povernnont,

In Illinoie women were grintow the ballot in 1913, and in the
city of Chieaco ten policcuonen were anvointed at onoce,

Rongoe,in 186D in froming its constitution gronted the vote to
2ll vonen over trmmty-one yourc of o5e in school clections., In 1087 the
logislature grontee municinal suffroge te vooen, and in 1012 stote wide
suffra&e was groates to the woaen of thic etcte, The women have bLeen
wide aweke in politicul matters caw have hed such laws pasoced ae, wmovie
cencure, worl. an's cou;cnuation, rotaor's pengions, anu an cot orenting

on induotriol welf: ro co uiskion,



lassachusctite originel chortor of 1691 wid not cxelude uoien
from voting., Lut 4inl780 the firot congtitution of "assachusetis
prohibitou vonen from voiing except in o fev ninor eleotions, ond
finally the ncw conctitution of 1820 liuiteu tho suffpage otrictly
to wales, in 1019 vonon were alloveu to vote for meubers of school
boarus, but tho uvcmen of [lagsachusetts «id not ain the vote in
purely stote watters, cuch as taxce anc nolicies , until 1920 vhen
the nineteenth -cricnument gr-nted thom the Lallot in national as well
as stote clections,

In [ issieginpt, . in 1880, the wouen wvho uere fresholters: oOF
leave~-holuero vore allowou to vote ot o county clection. Bu¢ iy never
gaineu commlete psaffrage until 1920 by the nineteenth auendisent.

iontona nernitted ite woren citicenc to vote for school tructoes,
but not for other echool officcrs. MHowever, in 1014 state wvicve suffrage
wvag grente. to wouion,

Nebraska in 1860 allowed women of the stnte to vote for school
officialu, but no other voting nrivilcso wes geonteuw until the feoeral
governuent cteospew in in 1920,

Hevaca grontet otute wide suffrose to women in 1914, 3ince then
such lavs as niother'e and teacher's pension acta have been »Hassed,

llew Homnmohire in 1878 grontec cchool ouffrae to wonen, This was
tho firet ilew imglana stute t0 ollovw wonen to vote for rernbers of the
school boaré, aocachusctts followed the next year,

Hew Jorsey wou the first stote in uhich women evor enct o vote,
Tho congtitution of Uew Jerscy of July 3, 177C gave tho franchise %o

‘her inhcbitonto Lorth 260, In 1780 there wce a revigion of the

clection law ont the vorus “he or she" were useu, thus giving lepio-



lative senction to o congtructign -f€ the couobitution. 4~ut in 18864
the vorco “"he or uheﬂkwere dropnct cne the vote wap reoctrictéd to uwhite
males.

ew York guve woumen schosl suffrune and in 1901 che alleowed
21l vomen vho cvnew sroperty and had been asoeused upon the lnet
arecceuing ascouswent roll to vote upon a pronosition to raise woney
by tax or ssueso eit.

Lorth Carolinc haw no form of woman suffirope ugtil 1930,

Ohio in 1894 rllowec women to voto B6r boards of ewucction,

Okluhome cled gave the ballot to wonen for the election of Losrug
of evue tiun,

Creson in 1878 allo.cd women to votc for members of school
voaresy 0100 tacy could voto on londs ond apwronriations for school.
surHoses i€ thoy hod nrooerty of their ovn in thoe school Gistrict,

In lUovember 0f 1817 Crepon granted otalc wiue suffruge to its women,
The wo:en in Cregon have since 1013 been resnonsivle for an wdh
desipgnating cqual ey for teuchers, nLen or uowen,

Utahh vhen 4% wus o territory hac full:goman ouffrege., Dut in
1887 tiho vongroes of the United Btutes &epxi595 the st<te of wvouon
suffrage, In 1896, houvever, Utah entored the union wvith full cuffrage.

Vermont clloved woman the bellot in school affairs, but not in
other off..irs until 1920,

visconelin in 1885-gronted sochool osuffrage to vwonen., Lo ctiex
advonce weo nade in woren ouffrore until 1920.

Vvaming'in 18680 rmentar. the full fronchise to women,

selobi s 10Lo grinteu the fronchise to wowen, The Alaskans
were otrongly in favor of voron suffroge vhich is shoun by the vote,

There wau not one dissenting vote in elther houss,



The stutes of beluwere, Florica, (eorgia, Inclona, Iowe,
Eentucky, houlsiano, laine, leryland; IFichigon, l'isoecota, iissouri,
flew  exico, connpsylvania,; Rhote Island, Tennesses, Virginla and Lest
Virginia, anu the Pletrict of Columbia did not allow women any share
in their governsents; in foet they did not groent the fragchise o
wormen even for minor offices, ouch as in school clectiona, These
states Liou to walt until the nineteenty amenément was passed until
woren could ghare in the working of the government,

uhile theoe state atienpts were golng on the founders of the
woman sufira.e vovement, lrg, "ligscbeth gacy Ctonton and iliss Susan
S. Antihony were coarrying on thelr condeavors %o heln franchlise wonen,
In Lay 186C tuoy Zounced the Lational Voman Suffroge Association in the
city of liew York. 7This Association had for ite cole object the en-
fronchisenont of women, From the yeor 18C9, the year of the founding,
the Associction hel¢ a convention in «ashington, 0,C., every winter,
Labhington wo. chosen beceuse here a more coBmoroliton sudimwe could
be secureu than in any other city, including representotives freom
every st:te in the unlion, and from 211 nations in the world, and oloo
becaune tue agcociution gould curry cirectly o the only tribunal
vhich had povwer to uct, its demenus for o submigsion to the Jtate
lezisloture of on umendment to the federsl oonstitution wiiich should
forbid ciofronchigenent on account of 853;? Luping ecch of theae
conventiono it was the custom for 2 co-nittee of the uenate and
House to gront hewringe to the lecting edvocntos of tids wro osition

and thus i¢ is evicent thoat o reel nationsl interest was felt,
The maticr of cdopiing = nineteenth crendment to the federcl

constitution of the Uniteg ututes vhioh should prohibit cisfronchisevent

on acocount of scu, v.p naver reclly brought to o eincussicn Lne vote,
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in the sencte until 1887. Urpgee by the membors of the liational
Association ond of his omn strong convictions, Sennter Henry ., air,
of Uew Hempshire, &n Vecember 8, 1886 called up the following: *Joint
reeolution- wroposing an cmenGment to the Conetitution of the United
Etaten eztcniing the right of cuffrage to wonen.“g Hegolved uy

the Senete and the [louce of Renrcucntotivos of the Unitew States of
fuericc in a congresc ascenbled) B¥e thirds of each House concurring
therein, that the followling article be oro.oset to the Sonstitution
of the Unitec States, which vhen ratified by three fourths of the
said logislat@re, snell be valid eg port of geld Lungtitution, nouely
weection 1. The right of citizons of the United States to vote shall
not Le cdeniclh or cbricizee Ly the Undtew Gtates or by any stote on
acgount of ocx. dection 2. The Vongress shall have power, Ly apnronriate
lesicletion to enforee thc nrovision of the article,

Jenutor iloir cuggected this resolution in a long and gouwrsre-
hensive speoeceh thet vill be recorded in history ce one of the nblost
ever ..o0e on this ocubject,. He quoted gtatistice shoving the slow wut
gure progross of the enfr.nchlscoent of wouen, But Benctor Drom,
from Geor in, vas sbeent, cuc Senator Cockrell objecicu to a conjgide
eration of the resolution, ona it woe therefore nostponed, On
Januery 26, 1807 Jenetor Blair epoin callea up his resolution ond a
epirited dobate followeu, Denators Joseph L, Brown, from CGeorgla,
ané George Vect, from lissouri, reprcoconted the negoative; lienry ..,
RMeir fren Jow Dempshire ond Josenmh I, Dolphe, from Cregon, reoresenteu
the cffiructive, The chief objections to wowsn gufirapo were:

1. Oeturci eacou..ent of wouen 48 not for politice; wonen are reand
purely €or fouily 11fc, Politics wouvla interfe:e with the cutics of

wonen to their fumilies. ‘iomen would be out of their ghhere in volitice,
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This woe the old iceo wiich Ruskin had of wo.en, He soys, ".omen's
niace 4s wlithin her own getes”, 2. It vas believed that only the
ignoront uvnd baser olags of fomzles would vote, ‘e today know that
this is not true, 1

Senotor Bleir presontec o petition for the ouffrape from the
wonan!s Christian Temperance Union of 200,000 members, signec¢ by
Froncee ¥, Uillierd, precident of the entive officinl staff. This
vas accompagie& by o stirring personal appeal from a number of
¢istinguioked vwouen. +“he Henator uwlair recelved permispion to have
nrintee in the Congrescional Recorc the argunents maie by the
reoresentuetives of the suffrege movement before the senate committee
in 1320 =G 1884, lLhen the vote wes token,however, the result was
eixteen yecs, to thisrty-four nays. Twenty-six were sbesent, Thus on
Jonuary 25, 1883 occurred the first anu only ¢iocussion ana vote
in the United Utates Sendte on an euendment to the federal constitution,
grenting freedom to women to vete.la

The yeur 1888 io notovorthy in the history of uomgnleuffzage
cue to the veeting of the Internetionnl Council of ouen, The crigin
of ouch o uody was concelsed of by Irs, Stanton in 1802 wvben she visited
Frenee and Gnglend, She disoussed such a counell uith the leaulng
woman sufirape reformer in France and knglond and it was declued that
guch a body was necdoG, And thus, én l'arch 238, 1888 a mecting of the
Internatioual Gouncil of liomen was held in Uaphington, D,C, This wos
the first% attomnt to ccnvene an intornational body of wouen, and it
shows how far reaching tne clacour had become, othing remarkable
was cone Ly the Ccuncil, but it was o otep forward in the movement#

' ~ ture \ an just a
for an internntional s»irit is ncturclly strongor than j



12

national one, ond the young firo wne enthuociuvem kent the cuffrage
wovenent otentily cévaneing,

The letionald Aueriocon Convention of 1900 woe ocne of outstanding
importonce for ot thic convention the beloved leicer of the suffrese
movement, .ise Lnthony, resipncd the presidency of the Association,
I'ra, Carrie Chuneon Gatt of Dew York was electad the new nresicent,

As Uice Anthony cenducted Fre. (att to the »nlotiorm, thore were hey
words, "Suffrogo is no longer a theory, but on actual condition,

new occapions Lring new doubts, Thoso new duticc, these chonged
congitionc deuonG etrong hands, younger heaus anG fresher heuwris. In
cre., Catt you aave my ideal lecuer. 1 oresent to you, My succeeﬂex“.ls
It wes thuo %hat . rs. Carrle Chopmon Catt Lecace the president of

the HNational Aseociation,

Unéer hor lecderchip the efforts were continued, andé oronagrnda
was circuletor coacerning an amenéméﬁﬁ to the foterol conastitution,
(ne strong crpumant the adveoeotes for vouan suffroge had was the
feet that when the United Stotes hed deteruined to give the nepro tic
richt of cuffrose they adonted the fiftcenth ocmendment to the
gonstitutien in the following lanpuage: £cctionl., The right of citizens
of the U.ited ototes to vote ghall not be denieu or abricpet by the
United Ototes or by cny stote, on account of race, color or urevious
condition of scrvitude, GHection 2, The Congress suall have pover o
enforee this agticle by anpronriote 1e5151ation.14 The cloin wos
made aaG 6n§oréeﬁ by onrecious orgunient thot if the United Sintes could
crent the freedien suffroge by oreventing the stoten from denying tusd
rirht on ucecunt of rroe, color, ktc., it would be egually avproonriante

to ¢riat frecuon to women vho ure in soume stetes, they claim, in a stote
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of practiccl slovery by the denial of the righte of suffrage,ls
ut it woo unfortunete ior the couse of woran's sufiroge that its
advocatos found on orgument for their cause in the auostion of the
fiftecnth ciuonduent, U0 reccons stand cut nrominently cpzinst the
velicity of cuch an ergument; in the first place, it ic by no wneans
ccceptet us true thet the fifteenth amendment in prohibiting the
stotes frow denying the right of suffrege to the negre becwuse of his
rece wen on et of uvisdom, It is known by the history of the tiucs
that the viencrent would not have received the ponuler anproval of
the peonle of the United Utetves could a vote have been &aken,
The sccond rosson vhy the fifteenth snenument furnished no vilid
argunent for the nronosed vomen's suffrage amendment is that the
cacnewend hoes showm in its practical ooerction, more strongly than
eny lenputge can depiot, the utter futility of vttenmmting to enforece a
poliey tilievew to be hogtile to the best interest of any consicerable
portion of 1he country, 14 is & well unown historic foot thot this
amondment which wos intended to give the negro, Jjust eusrging from
glavery, thc high cnG resnonsible right of suffrege for which he was
totolly unfities, woo powerleso to effect ites oLject in every stuts
of the wnion chere the negro population vas gufficiently large to
threcten /nglo-Laxen cupremacy.

1t ccnnot Le regurded other than unfortuncte, therefore, that
the pronosctc woran's euffrope amendment cdvoested vith such zezl by 5o
rany honest ant intelligent wo.en of the land should rest for its
accentance uron a precedent freught with such unhapny consequences

t¢ the cocuntry uo the fifteenth amenanent, The nronosed vomen puffrage
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apendnent followed the lsnpuare of the fifteenth amendiient, sub-
stituting the woru, "cox®, for the wordis, “on account of race, color,
or nrevious condition of servituce®, If thc arososition we have
vaunted, that the Statco slone possess the ripght of suffroge in

tlie constitution, the quostion is certinent vhotnor the United
Otutes are nrohibited fror denying the right of suffraje on cccount
of sex, \hat power has the United Stotes to deny a right which

it does ngt nogseps? If suffroge rescts alone wiih the Jtutes, for
vhat recoon are the United Stotes nrohibited from denying these
rights? Thug, the argument basclt on the fifteenth amendment wag
very weak.

The adontion of a nekneteenth anendment to the federal oon-
stitution brought un agelin the question of ast.te righis., And the
0ld. argusients »ro ond con were renevet, The attitute of the
franers of the conststution vas Ciscucse. and the 014 argunents
(0Ne OVvOT one by One,

An eminent flov mgicond writer, spenking of the fear of the
neabero of the federcd convention in the cdoptién of the constitu-
ticn, sadd, "To the familiar state governnents which hou 80 long
nosnonget their love and allegiance, it was férming o new and
untried government, which it was feared would swallow up the
stotes and cveryvhere extinguish local indenencence, .Jor can it
be soid that such fears vere unrcosonable, Qur feuera) govern-
ment haé. indeed shown a strong tenGency to encroach upon the
province ¢ the citate governments, especially since the Civil war,
Too ruch centrolization is our donger today, as the weakness of
the fovernl tie vas ouy danger a century ago. If the daoy shhuld

ever arrive-~ vhich God forbid~ vwhen the people of the different
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parts of our country ohall allow thelr local affoirs to be ad-
ministered by nrefocts sent Lronm Uoghington ond vhen the self-
governmnent of the 3tates shall have been so Ivry logt as that of
the depnurtments of France or even po fur o that of the countries
of Inglanc,- on thot oy, the orogressive politicol cereer of the
American neonle will have come to an end, and the hones that have
been Luild unon it for the future havpiness and prosperity of
mankind will be wmrecked fcxevex.“l7
Justice fiughe's viecws are very sinilar to those juat given
above, lle scys, "It is not by ¢he consolidation or oconcentrotion
of nower, but Dy thelr distribution, thot good povernuent is offected,
were not this country alreancy divided into states, that division must
be mace that each might ¢o for 1tself vhat coaoerny itself Gireoily;
ane vhet it can do much betier than a cistant authority, Lvery
stote 1s agein diviued into counties, each of these can do what
lies within i;e jocal bounus; each county agalin into townships or
verde, to manase minute detells; =2nd every wort into farms, to be
governet esch by its igdividusl nrosrietors. ‘iere we directed
from Lashington vhen to sow anc vhen %o reup we choulu poon went
brend, It is by this pariition of cares, descending in gradation
from genercl to particuler, that the mogs of humen affelrs ey be
best menaged for the pood and propperity of oll,” 18
Trocn these otctements we can sce that there was a great geal
of onnosition cgeinst en amendment to the federal constitution,
The stuotesn were otill clinging to their old concention of stute
sovereignty, and were for the most hort unwilling to ykeld their

power {0 the foi.eral governuent, anG they folt that an amendment
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gr nting vonmn suffrege would tuke cwey seme of thelr powver,

The efforto for woman suffrage were conccientiously pursued
however, and aftér the two douinote nolitical puirties deoclared in
favor of it in 1916 its cuoccess wao uwell on the way. The suffrage
enendment had clways been in the platforms of the minor parties and
in 1912 the Progressive party made it a leading iessue, Although
there had been acveral defeats in the various states for woman
suffrage éuring the Fesrs 1912-16, nevertheless the trend of the
situation was so evidGent and the numbor of vomen voters had beoome
80 large that Ly 1916 the leaders of the old parties saw the absolute
necessity of endorsing equal suffrege. ¥ Pregident Uilson whe with
nogt of his cabinet hod now declared for voman suffroge wrote the
plank in the vemocrotic platform; "Ve recommend the extension of
the franchise to the women of this country, stote by state, on the
some terms ap the uen,® 20 Ths Republican platform ran co follows,
e fevor the cxtension of suffroge to women, but recognize the
right of each stote to pettle this question for itsclf." This
nlonk was »ut into the nlatform by Jenators Lodge, jcdavorth and
Dorah, .enbers of the Resolutions Committee, egolnmst the protect of
other nombers, ThEs plank in the Republican platform wne very
unfortunate and Presicent Vilson was reelected by the equel suffrage
etaten, ond naturally the woien were held responsible, but with
a secret bollot this could not be nroved, The only stote vhere
the women's bellots were kept separate from the men's wae Illinois,
vhere they could vote cnly for Presidential Electors, and these
showBC o Renubliocon mpjority of 70,000. After the election of

19016 sliore was a notable increcse of foreible sentiment for woman

ouffrage, 8&rong the Demoerats, oné egneciclly in the Bouth vhers
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there had been very little. 1% wue evidenst to the HRepubliocen
party that it must be accepted., Thus, in 1916 woman suffroge
pagpel from the statup of an academic reform to that of a polidical
ispue. In the new Yongress of 1913 there had been a Genaje
Commitiec cn woman cuffrage which was friendly instead of hogtile,
and thés wos the first time in two decodes, and after twenty years,
without any action on a federal suffrage amendment it was favorably
reportou, debateld and brought to a vote on larch 3, 1914, receiving
o majority of one. {n Jonuary 1815 for the firet ti.e &n history
it ccme before the Houge of Nepresentatives ond the vote was 174
ayes, 304 nays.gl

Agitetion for women suffroge continued regordlese of the
defeat in the House., DPresicent Tiloon declared in fevor of a feuercl
amendment, ¢né on Januery 10, 1€18 it egoin came Yo & vote in the
Senate, On Ceotober 1, 1918 after the Presicent had avpearecu
personally with o otrong aspeal rfor the amendment, 1t lacked tuo
votes of the necessary tho-thirds., Voted on cgoeln, February 10, 101C
4% locked one vote, a2 A now Congreos after larch 4, necessitoated
enother vote in the lower house wuich on Eay 21, gave 43 more than
the neceseory tvo-thirds, On June 4, after a two Guys dedvate ib
paseed the Jenate vith tuo more than the tuo-thirds of the full
memborehin voting,

ow theé suffroghkste were foced with the colossal task of
obtaining special pcssions of tihe legislatures in clmost thipty-
8ix ptatos, it for the first tiue they hed powerful allies,
Now ¢hat the women of thirty states, who had nreviously aconted
woman cuffrage, would be able to vote at the next Preaidential

election, both politicol parties Gesired that those of 211 the
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stoetes should kave thée privilege by Jovember 10:0; and the
Republiocun cac Yemoeratic [Hationnl Committces witn otaey norily
lenders epared no effort $0 secure thene ratificstions.

Ly werch 53, 1230 leoe than sizteen moenths after the anend-
ment had veen submiticd 1t had been rotified by 35 lepislatures,
&7 of theu called &n sneocial sesoion, There followed o wesdlock
vhich leptee over four wouths., Finslly the Govewnor of Tenuessee,
R. I, hobervs, callew a opecial session of the legiclature of
hie otate and after one of the bitterost fights ever wade in =2
legisicture the senate raﬁified%ton Augmot 13 by o vote of 36 $o
4, one tie house on the luth by a vote of 49 {o 41, dperker
soth .alkor wmoved o reconsiderution, anu there were various celays,
but on Aujust 25, 1920, the Governor sent the ceriificote o
Jeoreveey of Btate,leinbridge Colby, in vaghington, vhore on the
27th the cmendnent was orocloined a wexrt of the ¥ederal

as

Conctitution,” "The right to vote shall not be ceniev ox cbricsed

by the United gStotes or by any &tate on account of sex.t a4

when vomen were groanted the franchise the one guestion vhioch
vap in the minds of every one wasy vhot vwill they o with £4¢]
The 200t seven years have proved that women knew vhet to ¢o with thely
new-fouind op.ortunity, In order that we might know just vhnt women
ere aolng today in the ficld of politice I am going o guote ond
Giscuss efiorts of just o fow of the actuel women in volitico, To
siiow thot vouen are rcolly participating in the affaivs of our
governwent 1 au golng to guote the statistico of siote lecislatures
t0 nrove tant worien are not just sitting back and letting the
wen cvoudrel 9011$}e3. A total of 123 women were clectea on

Noveuber 2, 1036 to sit in the 1937 state leglclotures, Thig
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number io slightly less than that recorded in 1935 and 1936 when
anproximately 130 wonen snswered the roll calls in state leglse
laturee.g& |
vomen are also holding officers in the courts. Florence
Allen is now Judge of the Sunreme Court of Ohio., Che was graduated
from Lestern Neoerve University with honox in 19804, From 1906~09
she wes on the editoriel staif of the Clevelond Plein Deoler,
In 1208 she received her A,l., degree from ./ectern Recoerve University
in Politicol Geience and Ceonstitutional Law., [Hetween the yeors
1900~1C she stucied law ot Chiecgoe University Law dehool, In
1210 she Lecome the legel investigntor, uncer the Hew York hcazue
6r nroteciion of Imnigrents in llew York City. TFrom 1911-13 she
studied lavu at% ew York University lLaw School and grawuates uvith
honor in 1913. 1In 1814 she was aumittea to the Chio Der, &She
nmaciicea actively until 191, (n 1819 che appeoarec for women
gtreet our concvotors befa the Hatioﬁg§g§ard. Jilliom Harium
Blech, choirmen of the Doard, stated that this was the beot
rresentation of a cope cver piven bofore the Board, UFiss Allen
mae tie firot vouan attorney to aupear Dofore the National Labor
Roard, In 1020 "iss Allen vas elected Juupe of the CGourt of
Comron "lecoe by the greotest vote ever glven any judiclalecandicate
for that court. In 1923 che was elected to the Supreme Court of
Chio, This wae indeed a great honor., L[iss Allen wap the figat
rvoman in the world electeu to oit 4n o court of lLaot rega?ﬁ.Qg
inother active wowan leeder in vwolitice im Ruth Hannc
VeQoruick, deurhter of I'ark [anna. irs., "¢ Cormick uade heyw
firat noliticul oneceh at the age of sixtcen, As o child che

studied, tulket ano cemnalgnoé with her fathiezr anc thus hac from



20

youth & trcining in rnolitics. 0he woe connected alt one time orx
gnother with necrly ell of the imnortent orgonizotions for
cavance of women, lirs, licCormick poscenses superd business
ability vhich was recently demonatr.tcdé by Beven wmillion uollare
organization mode unuer her lexdership for the c¥ection of the
first grect voments Club building.37

C. ¢, Reinhart in the Qountry Gentlenun cummarizes the
carcex of seven of the tvelve women recently named as nost prome
inent in America by the National League of Vomen Voters,

Jene Aduams, a very great settlement worker and sociologiet,”

Julia Lathrop, a leater in Child Velfare,

Garrie Chapuman Caté, a staunch suffraciot and active
worker in all movements foxr the advancement of women,

Flerence Sabin , 2 great anatomist,

Anne Lomgeovr, o wsatureliet end artiaot,

iartha Van Remaalaer, o home eccnomist,

Anne Cannon, an astronomer,

All thepe women Besides thelir work in their oun narticulsy
firld, have been acotive political figures, The mest prominent
of the seven 4o very probhably Jane Addams who was the founder and
leader of the extraordinarily sucoessful social seitlement, Mull
Nouse, in Chicago. The Survey-Greaphic of lew York opeaks of
I’iss Awcena thus, "U'iss Addans has exesplified,as few in this
country or any other country have, what tolerant, broadminded,
broadvislioned, courageous citizenship may be,"

dince women have norticipated in nolitice taey hove beconme

cetive on juries, Judge ThorntonSargent >f Kuneas ssays;, ? I hove

had concicercble experience with juries couposed of uen end
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women. The wowen follow the ingtructions of the court with striot
fidelity. They hove a high conse of gustice, ond are very
solicltous that rigpht should pxrevall in their veraict, 9%hey respeot
the lav beoause it is the law, and are not moved to return verdicts
vy scntiment.ga

Yo show further that wemen are not mere figure~heads in
nolitios but are leaders and active porticipants, let me quote from
the duzrvey of Liomen's Bureau for 1935, Out of eighty-two persons
peleciet as conmissioners of executive esiublishmenta or as buresu
heaun, apnointed by the l'resident, five wore women., For guch
a brieil spuce of time since women were allowed to participaie in
the uorkings of the national government, five out of eiphty-tuo is
a very czéellent chowing, This shows that tie national goveynwent
is not uirxciu, but is willing and ready to trust its functionas
to wouen,

Just how rapidly the porticiration of women in governnent
affedirs vwill ouvance we shall have to wait to see, buy Trom
pest experlence it seews that wowen will bhelp rather than hincer

the efficicnoy of our goveranment,
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