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CHAPTER I  

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

"The ch ild  i s  the  most im portant co n s id e ra tio n  in  th e  e n t i r e

educational p lan . V irg in ia  teach ers  f e e l ,  th e re fo re , th a t  to  study the

ch ild  in  h is  environment i s  an e s s e n t ia l  s tep  in  th e i r  e f f o r t s  to  improve

in s t r u c t io n . "^ "No school can hope to  understand any ch ild  u n t i l  i t  knows
2

the fundamentals of h is  background a t  home.” These q u o ta tio n s  a re  

in d ic a tiv e  of the  f e e l in g  of th e  in v e s t ig a to r  and are  used as the  b a s is  

fo r  the d iscu ss io n  se t fo r th  in  t h i s  chap ter.

The in v e s tig a to r  has attem pted to  show the  im portance of environment 

in  the  l iv e s  of a group of ch ild re n  from a se lec ted  a rea : f i r s t ,  in  the home; 

second, in  the school; and th i r d ,  in  o th e r s i tu a t io n s .

The home i s  the  f i r s t  po in t to  be considered because of i t s  prim ary 

contact w ith  the c h ild . "Most schools have gone f a r  from t h e i r  days of 

is o la t io n  from th e  r e s t  of th e  community when they  were ju s t  an in s t i tu t io n  

to  which ch ild ren  were consigned from 9:00 to  3:30 o ’clock . Educators have 

come to  re a l iz e  th a t  a c h ild ’ s education  s t a r t s  long before he e n te rs  th e  

school g a tes  and th a t  i t  does not stop when he leaves them. They recognize 

the n ece ss ity  fo r  concerning them selves w ith  the to t a l  l i f e  of the ch ild  - 

w ith h is  home, h is  neighborhood, h is  companions, h is  p lay  and a l l  the  o th e r
3

in fluences besides the school th a t  are educating  him ." However, the p lan

^Handbook fo r  Study and D iscussion of E ducational Problems in  V irg in ia , 
(Richmond, V irg in ia , V irg in ia  S ta te  Board of Education, 1940)

^Marian E. Breckenridge and E. Lee V incent, Child Development, (P h ilad e lp h ia , 
W. B. Saunders Co., 1943) p. 152

S itU nderstand ing  Juven ile  Delinquency, (Washington, D .C ., C h ild ren ’ s Bureau 
P u b lica tio n  300, U. S. Dept, of Labor)



2

i s  a b i t  com plicated by th e  f a c t  th a t  c h ild re n  are u su a lly  in  school before 

anyone r e a l iz e s  th e  im portance of th e  home environment on the l i f e  of th e  

c h ild . Therefore, i t  i s  necessary  f o r  th e  school to  e s ta b l is h  a con tac t 

between home and school in  o rd er th a t  te a c h e rs  may le a rn  more about the  

homes of the ch ild ren  they  teach . " I f  th e  school and home wish to  find  

common p o in ts  of con tac t in  t h e i r  ch ild ren  they  may be found not so much 

in  the  f i e l d s  of t r a d i t io n a l  le a rn in g  as in  the realm s of fe e l in g s ,  

emotions, and a t t i t u d e s ." ^

There has been in  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  school very l i t t l e  opportun ity  

fo r  the ch ild ren  of the  middle and lower c la s s  fa m ilie s . Schools have 

been mainly academic and have tended to  encourage the ch ild ren  of the 

so c ia lly  and f in a n c ia l ly  prominent fa m ilie s , which re su lte d  in  th e  lower 

c la sse s  fin d in g  very l i t t l e  in  the  pub lic  school. Now the  tre n d  i s  to  

broaden the  sch o o l's  program to  cover many f ie ld s  non-academic. The 

school th in k s  now in  terms of " a l l  the ch ild ren  of a l l  of th e  people, 

value them a l l  equally  and provide the  b es t p o ssib le  cond itions  to  

encourage th e i r  development in to  persons who can fin d  l i f e  worth l iv in g ,
g

and a t  the  same time be u sefu l members of so c ie ty " .

In order to  provide th e  b es t cond itions and to  encourage ch ild ren  

to f in d  something in  which they can achieve success, i t  is  necessary  to  

know what the home i s  l ik e ,  not ju s t  th e  physical s e t up, but the  l i f e  

w ith in  the  home. Teachers must make m ental co n tac ts  between home and th e  

school, they must ask them selves what th e re  i s  in  the home which may be

% .E .A . P o lic ie s  Commission -  Learning th e  Ways of  Democracy 
(Washington, D .C ., N ational Education A ssocia tion , 1940) p. 263.

^Daniel A lfred  P re sc o tt , Emotion and the Educative Process (Washington, D.C. 
American Council on Education, 1938) p . 193.
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causing or c o n trib u tin g  to  tro u b le  a t  school. ’"The teach er should under­

stand what c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  in  a home s i tu a t io n  w i l l  lead  to  d isc o n te n t,

re v o lt o r delinquency . They must a lso  re a l iz e  th e  im portance of home
Q

re la tio n s h ip s  in  cond ition ing  a l l  phases o f ado lescen t b eh av io r.” Miss 

Cole a lso  s ta t e s ,  " I f  an ado lescen t i s  not proud of h is  home, he w il l  

ra re ly  ask; h is  f r ie n d s  to  i t ,  no m a tte r  how devoted he may be to  h is  

p a ren ts  - - - - - -  Being ashamed of oneTs home lead s to  se rio u s  m al-

ad justm ent."  When te ach ers  understand some of th e  em otional c o n f l ic ts  

w ith in  the c h ild , and some of th e  cond itions w ith in  th e  home environment 

which may be causa l, then  they  are  ab le  to  work toward f in d in g  ways of 

help ing .

In  order to  keep in  mind the re la t io n s h ip  between home, school, 

and community, the te a c h e r must co n stan tly  check the  c h i ld ’ s co n tac ts  w ith  

each. She should know what co n tac ts  the ch ild  has ou tside  of h is  home 

and school and i f  th e re  appears to  be any em otional c o n f l ic t  between these  

a c t iv i t i e s  and home o r school re la tio n s h ip s .  In  her book L iving In  the 

Classroom, Dr. H elseth  says, "Frequently  the  te ach e r must in v e s tig a te  the 

l i f e  the  ch ild  i s  liv in g  ou tside  of school and b rin g  him r e l i e f  in  o rder 

even to  help  the ch ild  to  be in te re s te d  in  anything th a t  can go on in

school hours. The whole ch ild  i s  concerned in  every s i tu a t io n .  The more

8complete the te a c h e r’ s knowledge, th e  g re a te r  h e r  understand ing ."

Since many w ell known educators, p sy ch o lo g ists , and s o c io lo g is ts  

agree th a t  a knowlege of th e  environment i s  an im portant f a c to r  in  studying

g
Cole, L u e lla , Psychology of Adolescence, (New York, F a rra r  and R ih e h a rt, In c . 
1942) p . 289.

7Ib id , p. 308.
^H elseth, Inga 011a, Living in, the Classroom, (Ann Arbor, M ichigan,
Edwards B ro thers , 1941) p . 60.



the c h ild , th e  in v e s t ig a to r  f e e l s  th a t  h e r study i s  ju s t i f i e d  and would 

l ik e  to  conclude th i s  chap ter w ith  th e  fo llow ing  qu o ta tio n : "The teach er

must keep h e r eyes open every minute to  see what th in g s  may rev ea l them­

selves to  h e r . The good te ach e r recognizes and c a p i ta l iz e s  suddenly 

revealed in te r e s t s .  The te a c h e r  may not a t  the time be seeking to  know 

the c h i ld ’ s in t e r e s t .  Like a g i f t ,  th e re  may come to  her v i t a l  in fo rm ation .

I f  th e  ch ild  i s  unadjusted  to  h is  c la s s ,  h e r problem th en  i s  to  fin d  means 

of perm itting  th e  revea led  in te r e s t  of th e  p a r t ic u la r  ch ild  to fu n c tio n  in  

the c la ss  work."^

SETTING EOR THE STUDY

The problem f o r  in v e s tig a tio n  and study rose out of the 

in v e s t ig a to r ’s classroom teach ing  in  the Matthew Whaley School in  

W illiamsburg, V irg in ia .

The s e tt in g  fo r  the problem of the  th e s is  i s  a n a tu ra l area  

w ith in  the C ity of W illiam sburg. The area  i s  bounded by the E astern  

S ta te  H osp ita l on one s id e , a rav ine on the  E as t, the Duke of G loucester 

S tre e t on the  North and Boundary S tre e t on the West (See area map). Appendix, p.

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM

Matthew Whaley School i s  s i tu a te d  in  the  middle of the town and 

operated jo in t ly  by th e  College of William and Mary and the C ity  of 

W illiamsburg. I t  serves as a p ra c tic e  school fo r  th e  student teach ers  

of the  Department of Education of the  C ollege. To t h i s  school come 

p u p ils  from the  C ity of W illiamsburg, from c e r ta in  areas of James City

^Inga 011a H else th , L iving in  the  Classroom, (Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
Edwards B ro thers. 1941) p .47.
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County, and high, school p u p ils  from York County. York and James C ity  

Counties pay tu i t io n  fo r  the p u p ils  they  send. The enrollm ent a t  

Matthew Whaley p r io r  to  the  War, September, 1941, was 329 in  the 

elem entary school and 216 in  th e  high school. The September, 1944 

enrollm ent was 383 in  th e  elem entary school and 228 in  the  high school.

The in v e s t ig a to r  became in te re s te d  in  the problem w hile teach ing

a group of nine and ten  year old ch ild ren  in  the  elem entary school. W ithin 

the group were s ix  c h ild ren  from th e  area  of town surrounding E astern  

S ta te  H o sp ita l. The teach er in  working c lo se ly  w ith these ch ild ren  fo r  

a period of two years no ticed  s p e c if ic  in c id e n ts  which seemed to  in d ic a te  

the presence of causes fo r  u n re s t and a t  tim es f o r  d e f in i te  em otional 

u p se t.

PROBLEM

The problem is  one of find ing  kinds of da ta  of value to  teach ers

in  studying the whole ch ild  and to  serve as a guide in  fu r th e r  s tu d ie s .

The problem has two major d iv is io n s : f i r s t ,  to  in v e s tig a te  a l l  means of

in v e s tig a tio n  which may be used advantageously in  studying the ch ild  in  

h is  to t a l  environment; second, to  determ ine what kinds of data  are of 

value and in  what way.

PLAN FOR STUDY

The p lan  fo r  the  study was form ulated a f te r  the s e t t in g  was c le a r ly  

defined and the problem was c le a r .  F i r s t ,  a spot map was made o f the 

whole area , showing both w hite and colored fa m ilie s . Since the study 

concerned only the fa m ilie s  having ch ild ren  a tten d in g  Matthew Whaley 

School, ano ther spot map was made showing the res idences  of th e se  fa m ilie s .
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The in v e s t ig a to r  jo t te d  down on cards sources from which she might 

find  im portant d a ta  about th e  whole c h ild . These cards were assembled 

in to  an o u tlin e  f o r  study  which was div ided  in to  th re e  p a r ts :  F i r s t ,

inform ation from p a ren ts ; second, inform ation  from ch ild ren ; and th i r d ,  

from te a c h e rs , m in is te rs , and c iv ic  le a d e rs . This card  o u tlin e  was used 

as a guide in  form ulating  the schedules to  be used fo r  gathering  and 

recording d a ta . The schedules were se t up to  cover the  p h y s ica l, m ental, 

and so c ia l environment of the c h i ld .

The p lan  f o r  ob ta in ing  the  da ta  ca lled  fo r  in  the schedules 

requ ired  v is i t in g  each home two o r more tim es f o r  th e  purpose of securing 

the d a ta . The p lan  a lso  ca lle d  f o r  personal in terv iew s w ith te ach ers , 

m in is te rs , c iv ic  le a d e rs , and ch ild ren .
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CHAPTER I I

INTERVIEWS

P rep ara tio n  fo r  tlie In terv iew

When th e  a rea  to  he stud ied  had been d e f in i te ly  s e t up, 

the  in v e s tig a to r  began planning fo r  the in te rv iew s.

The purpose of th e  in te rv iew  had to  be c le a r ly  defined  in  the 

mind of the in v e s tig a to r  befo re  a c tu a lly  in te rv iew ing . What did the 

in v e s t ig a to r  want to  le a rn  about the  area to  be studied? The problem, 

as s ta te d , was to  determ ine what k inds of d a ta  would be of value in  

studying th e  whole c h ild ; h is  p h ysica l, m ental, and so c ia l environm ent.

In  o rder to  in su re  a comprehensive and complete gathering  of 

d a ta , the in v e s t ig a to r  d iv ided  the  d es ired  d a ta  in to  to p ic s  such as 

the ph y sica l environment, re a c tio n  to h is  environment, h is  school reco rd , 

h is  so c ia l co n tac ts , and so c ia l re a c tio n s . 'The in v e s tig a to r  s e t  up 

on cards the main to p ic s  to  be in v e s tig a te d . The cards were divided 

in to  th ree  b ig  groups: F i r s t ,  questions to  ask  p a ren ts ; second, quest­

ions to  ask ch ild ren ; and th i r d ,  questions to  ask teach ers  and o th e rs .

The cards were then  assembled in to  a workable o u tl in e ; schedules to 

be used in  gathering  and recording data  were se t up. In  the f i r s t  

group the follow ing card  o u tlin e  was used: 1. Economic s ta tu s  of

fam ily. 2. N a tio n a lity , education and re l ig io n . 3 . P aren t re a c tio n  

to  environment. 4. Parent p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  school a c t i v i t i e s .

5. Q uestions about ch ild ren  in  school a c t iv i t i e s .  In  th e  second group 

the o u tlin e  was as fo llow s: 1. S ib lin g s . 2. Home cond itio n s .

3. Economic s ta tu s  of c h ild . 4. Reactions to  school, f r ie n d s , and
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te a c h e rs . 5. R eaction to  environment. The l a s t  group co n sis ted  of 

the u n re la ted , but p e r tin e n t to p ic s  such as: 1. In form ation  on ch ild  

from school reco rd s . 2. H ealth  reco rd . 3. Inform ation from te a c h e rs  

on p as t and p resen t h is to ry . Copies of the  schedules used may be 

found in  th e  appendix. (Q uestionnaires, pp 12 -  25 of appendix)

The in v e s t ig a to r  made a map of th e  area  in  o rder th a t  she 

might go d ir e c t ly  to  th e  home she was v i s i t in g  w ithout having to  stop 

and ask d ire c tio n s . She f e l t  th a t  the in terv iew  would s t a r t  on a 

f r ie n d l ie r  le v e l i f  the  paren t were c a lled  by name.

The map was made and th e  houses designated before any names 

were put in .  A form er pup il of th e  in v e s tig a to r  went w ith her to  f i l l  

in  the  names of the  re s id e n ts  and to  supply supplementary and in t e r e s t ­

ing d a ta , such as , "Now, he q u it school", o r, "Old Aunt Jinny l iv e s  

th e re , she’ s the o ld e s t colored woman around h ere" .

The in v e s t ig a to r  decided to  begin v is i t in g  in  the homes of 

her former and presen t p u p ils . She f e l t  th a t  by doing th i s  she would 

be able to  conduct the in terv iew  more e a s ily  because of the  fe e l in g  of 

f r ie n d l in e s s  already  e s tab lish ed  between them.

The in v e s t ig a to r  planned very c a re fu lly  fo r  the in te rv iew s.

She planned her s ty le  of d re ss  to be simple and in  keeping w ith  the 

time of day, as w ell as th e  in fo rm ality  of the v i s i t .  The in v e s t ig a to r  

wanted the parent to  f e e l  f re e  to  ask h e r in to  the  k itch en , or the 

garden, or wherever she was working.
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F i r s t  V is i ts  to  Homes

The in v e s tig a to r  was very c a re fu l to  approach the house w ith  

a d e f in i te  a i r  of f r ie n d l in e s s  and ease. She greeted  the  p aren t by 

name and in troduced h e rs e lf  by saying, " I ’m Miss X from the Matthew 

Whaley School. I ’m not Tommy’ s teach er, but I  know him very w e ll ."  

The in v e s tig a to r  explained b r ie f ly  th a t  she was studying home-school 

re la tio n s h ip s  fo r  a c la ss  a t  College, bu t assured them th a t  th e i r  

names would not be used. Ho d ir e c t  attem pt was made to  secure 

inform ation, but th e  in v e s tig a to r  led the conversation  in to  channels 

which would produce the  d esired  inform ation. The in v e s t ig a to r  was 

f r ie n d ly , sym pathetic (but not emotional) and understanding . When 

Mrs. Brown’ s Tommy had had to  miss school because of h is  s in u s , the 

in v e s t ig a to r  lis te n e d  sym pathetically  and to ld  of how she, too , had 

suffered  from sinus.

The in v e s t ig a to r  was ca re fu l to keep in  mind th a t she was 

looking f o r  da ta  th a t  would be h e lp fu l and th a t  in  o rder to  ge t th i s  

da ta  she had to  gain the confidence of the p aren t. She did not a t any 

time try  to  superimpose her opinions o r d isagree  w ith  the p a ren t. 

However, i f  she found the s to ry  becoming too long and involved, she 

would very ta c t f u l ly  change to  more im portant data by in je c tin g  a t  a 

p e r tin e n t time a challenging  remark or po in t of emphasis on some 

p a r t ic u la r  po in t on which she wanted inform ation . For example, when 

a mother became too engrossed in  a lengthy d e sc rip tio n  of her oper­

a t io n , th e  in v e s tig a to r  would ask, "Where d id  Tommy s tay  while you 

were in  the  h o sp ita l"?  Since Mrs. Brown's rep ly  was simply,
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"with ray m other", i t  was necessary  to  fo llow  w ith , "Where is  your 

home town"?

Sometimes i t  was not so easy to  s id e tra c k  the  p a ren t. When 

th e  method of in je c tin g  questions f a i le d  to  work, the in v e s t ig a to r  

ended the  in terv iew  as quickly  as p o ssib le  and arranged fo r  another 

v i s i t  a t  a l a t e r  d a te .

Second and Subsequent V is i ts

When the  in v e s t ig a to r  went back fo r  another v i s i t ,  she found 

no need fo r  fo rm a lity . At each home she was g reeted  in  a very 

fr ie n d ly  manner. Such remarks a s , "Oh, I ’m so glad to  see you'.'/ 

’̂ Please come back again ; I ’ve enjoyed ta lk in g  to  you so much." The 

tone of voice and fr ie n d ly  sm ile which accompanied the g re e tin g  

made i t  easy fo r  the in v e s t ig a to r  to  say q u ite  sim ply, " I ’ve found 

th a t  th e re  are a few th in g s  I  ju s t  have to  know. I  hope you won’ t  

mind."

The in v e s tig a to r  found the paren t q u ite  a t  ease and ready 

to  give the desired  inform ation and sometimes a d d itio n a l valuab le 

inform ation. The in v e s t ig a to r  was very g ra te fu l and l e f t  w ith a 

f r ie n d ly  fe e lin g , and an in v i ta t io h  to  come again .
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In terv iew s With C hildren

The in v e s t ig a to r  had a personal in te rv iew  w ith  each ch ild  

a tten d in g  the school from the  a rea . The in te rv iew  was casual and 

in form al. The in v e s t ig a to r  began the in te rv iew  w ith  a questio n  

which she thought would catch  the c h i ld ’ s in t e r e s t ,  such as , "Do 

you have a hobby, Bob? You know ,co llec ting  th in g s , o r something 

l ik e  th a t? ” When Bob re p lie d , ’*Yes, I  c o l le c t p o s ta l  card s” , the  

in v e s tig a to r  sa id , ”0h, I  have a bunch of them, maybe some you don’t  

have. I ’ l l  b rin g  them tomorrow.”

The in v e s tig a to r  was c a re fu l to  ta lk  the c h i ld ’ s language, 

th a t i s ,  to observe c a re fu lly  th e  d iffe re n c e s  in  the  re a c tio n s  of a 

seven year old ch ild  and one in  h is  te en s , and a t  th e  same tim e s t ic k  

to  the same b a tte ry  of q u estio n s. The question  had to  be ad ju stab le  

w ithout changing the meaning o r p a t te rn .  For example, "Do you play 

in  the h o sp ita l grounds?" was used in  the re g u la r  wording in  in t e r ­

viewing a l l  ch ild ren  in  the elementary school, which f o r  the high 

school had to  be changed to ,  ”Do you ever walk through the grounds?"

When asking fo r  the th ree  b es t f r in n d s , th e  in v e s t ig a to r  said 

to  the p re -a d o le sc e n t, "Who are your best fr ie n d ’s? Whan do you l ik e  to  

p lay  w ith?” and promptly received  the names. When asking the same 

question  of th e  ado lescen t, the in v e s tig a to r  had to  assure the  student 

th a t  the inform ation would be of extreme value to  her and would be 

kept s t r i c t l y  c o n f id e n tia l.

The p re-ado lescen t was q u ite  simply to ld  th a t  he would help
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the in v e s t ig a to r  by answering a few q u es tio n s. The ado lescen t had 

to  be assured th a t  he alone could give the  in v e s t ig a to r  the in fo rm ation  

she needed and every th ing  he confided to  her would be kept s t r i c t l y  

c o n f id e n tia l.  This was p a r t ic u la r ly  tru e  in  the  case of the s tu d en ts  

who had been in  high school only a year o r two and were beginning to  

f e e l  th e  d iffe re n ce  in  so c ia l s ta tu s .

The in v e s t ig a to r  ended th e  in terv iew  on some f r ie n d ly  note 

which l e f t  a p leasan t f e e l in g  between th e  two. She d id  not l e t  

the  in terv iew  end h e r co n tac ts  w ith  the  s tu d en t, but welcomed every 

opportun ity  to  speak to  th e  studen t o r make a f r ie n d ly  comment.

In  every case the ch ild  seemed glad to  be given an opportu n ity  

to  ta lk  about him self and p a r t ic u la r ly  h is  hobbies, o r ou tstand ing  

in te r e s ts .  In  many cases the  more r e t i r in g  ch ild ren  would glow w ith 

anim ation when given an opportun ity  to  ta lk  about t h e i r  hobbies.
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CHAPTER I I I

ANALYSES

Trends Noted Which Caused the Classroom Teacher to  Become 
A le rt to  the  E x is tin g  S itu a tio n

The in v e s tig a to r  had in  h e r classroom fo r  two consecutive 

years a group of s ix  ch ild ren  from an area of town which was o ften  

considered u n d es irab le . I t  was spoken of as "down by the  asylum,

South Henry S tr e e t ,"  in  a sneering  tone; o r , " in  th a t  p a r t  of town . . . 

the b lacks and w hites are  mixed up, l iv in g  side by s id e ."  The in v e s t i ­

ga to r no ticed  th a t  these s ix  ch ild ren  were having d i f f i c u l t i e s  or 

problems not ty p ic a l of normal, happy ch ild ren .

There were two q u a l i t ie s  which stood out qu ite  d e f in i te ly  as 

c h a ra c te r is t ic :  One, a tendency to  be r a th e r  r e t i r in g  o r  a loo f as

in d iv id u a ls  in  th e i r  a s so c ia tio n s  w ith  the v ario u s  members of the  

c la ss ; and, second, a tendency toward clann ishness w ith  those from 

the area s tu d ied . They would s i t  to g e th e r in  the classroom , play 

to g e th e r, and in  com petitive games choose th e i r  own gang f i r s t .  None 

of these  ch ild ren  had very much to  co n trib u te  to  c la ss  planning o r 

d iscu ss io n s . While i t  i s  normal fo r  ch ild ren  to  tend toward expressing  

themselves d ram atica lly , these  ch ild ren  were more in c lin ed  to  t e l l  about 

h a i r  r a is in g  experiences. They seemed to  sense th e i r  la ck  of knowledge 

of some of the  experiences of which the o th e r ch ild ren  spoke so f r e e ly ,  

bu t found th a t  they could g e t and hold the a t te n tio n  of the group by 

t e l l i n g  ra th e r  h a i r - r a is in g  ta le s  o f th in g s they saw o r heard down
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near the  asylum. The p aren ts  of fo u r  of th ese  c h ild re n  worked fo r  

the  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l, consequently, th e  c h ild re n  f e l t  proud of 

th e i r  knowledge of th e  h o s p i ta l .  Some of them spent much of th e i r  

time around the grounds and enjoyed te l l i n g  the group about i t .

The tendency to  be r e t i r in g  predominated when a p lan  of 

classroom procedure was being developed. When o th e r  c h ild re n  to ld  

of t r i p s  they had taken  to  o th e r  p laces  o r to  camps, these  ch ild re n  

found th a t they had no experiences of equal value so they  shut up 

com pletely, o r got in to  some m isch ief to  d iv e r t  the  a t te n t io n  of the 

group to  them.

I t  was p a r t ic u la r ly  a t  tim es l ik e  th i s  th a t  the  clann ishness 

predominated. They would ta lk  among them selves of the  p a r t ie s  th a t 

members o f th e i r  group had had. (They were never in v ite d  to  p a r t ie s  

o u tside  th e  a re a ). The boys would put th e i r  heads to g e th e r  f o r  the  

sharing of "big s e c re ts" , and t § l l  of experiences they  had had on the  

way home from school w ith  the  Negro c h ild re n . The South Henry w hite 

boys were ganged up and th e  South Henry Negro boys were ganged up, 

to o , the  r e s u l t  of i t  a l l  being cursing  and rock throw ing. I f  one of 

the gang had to  s tay  a t  school, th e  o thers  would w ait f o r  him. This 

applied  no t only to  th e  ch ild ren  in  th i s  room, but to  a l l  the  elem entary 

ch ild ren  from th a t a re a .

As a r e s u l t  of these  observations, th e  te ach e r f e l t  the  need 

of an in te n s iv e  study of the  whofoe a rea . She began to  ask h e rs e lf  

questions about liv in g  co n d itio n s , about employment, about parent 

p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  school a c t iv i t i e s ,  about the  so c ia l and m ental growth
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o f the ch ild ren  in  the  area  and many o th e r  questions which she found 

could not be answered w ithou t studying the  a rea  from every ang le.

I t  was then th a t  th e  in v e s t ig a to r  made p lans fo r  the  study, 

th e  tendencies touched on in  th i s  se c tio n  are t re a te d  more f u l ly  in  

the to ta l  ana ly ses.

Analyses of Data Received from V is i ts  and Other In te rv iew s,

P e rta in in g  to  Socia l and P hysical Environment

The a rea  covered in  t h i s  study has twenty-two w hite fa m ilie s  

w ith  ch ild ren  a ttend ing  Matthew Whaley School. The th ir ty -s e v e n  

ch ild ren  from these fa m ilie s  are  d is tr ib u te d  throughout th e  school from 

Jun io r Primary through Senior High School, as shown in  th e  grade 

d is tr ib u tio n  ta b le  found in  the appendix, page 4, Table I .

The homes of th ese  ch ild ren  are  a l l  w ith in  s ig h t of some 

p a r t  of the E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. Some of the homes are  next to  

Negro dw ellings; some are  in  the  m idst of Negro dw ellings, while o th e rs  

are w ith in  hearing of th e  n o ises on the  h o sp ita l wards and porches.

S ix  of the fa m ilie s  l iv e  in  apartm ents or houses belonging to  the 

h o sp ita l;  s ix  ren t th e  homes in  which they l iv e ,  w hile the  o th e r te n  

own t h e i r  homes and in  sev e ra l cases th e  homes were b u i l t  by th e i r  

g randparen ts. The s t r e e t s  in  th i s  area  are not paved beyond Ire land  

S tre e t on the  South. Each of these  homes has the disadvantage of 

being in  an a rea  which i s  considered undesirab le  because of i t s  

proxim ity to  th e  h o sp ita l and because of the m ixture of w hite and
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Negro re s id e n ts .  There i s  no t complete sewerage d isp o sa l fo r  the  

whole a rea .

The homes f o r  the  most p a r t  are  f a i r l y  w ell constructed} how­

ever, they are not in  keeping w ith  the  E ighteenth  Century a rc h ite c tu re  

of C olonial W illiam sburg. None of them are r ic h ly  fu rn ish ed , bu t 

a l l  are adequate fo r  the  comfort of the  fam ily . E ighteen of the  

twenty-two fam ilie s  have bathrooms. Only ten  have te lephones, but 

every home has a rad io . Each home i s  equipped w ith e l e c t r i c i ty .

In  sev era l homes cond itions are so crowded th a t  i t  i s  necessary  to  

use the  l iv in g  room as a bedroom. This i s  e sp e c ia lly  bad in  the 

case of high school s tu d en ts , since i t  a f f e c ts  t h e i r  so c ia l a c t i v i t i e s .

For th e  purpose of c la s s i f i c a t io n ,  the people l iv in g  in  t h i s  

area  may be roughly d iv ided  in to  th ree  groups; the  f i r s t  group being 

those whose homes have been in  the area  fo r  gen era tio n s; the second, 

a more recent group comprised of those fa m ilie s  whose work n e c e s s ita te s  

th e i r  liv in g  in  W illiam sburg, but unable to  find homes in  a b e t te r  

housing sec tio n ; and the th ird  group, comprised of employees of the 

E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l, which may be sub-divided in to  p ro fess io n a l 

and non-p ro fessional employees. The d is t r ib u t io n  i s  as fo llow s: 

l i fe tim e  r e s id e n ts ,s ix ;  housing co n d itio n s , seven; employees of E astern  

S ta te  H o sp ita l, p ro fe s s io n a l,th re e , n o n -p ro fe ss io n a l, s ix . The d i s t r i b u t ­

ion  as to  type of employment may be found in  the appendix, Table xv, p . 7 . 

D efin ite  in d ic a tio n s  in  every case except one in d ica te  adequate income 

to  care fo r  the  a c tu a l needs, of th e  fam ily . The exception  i s  the  case 

in  which the mother i s  dead and the f a th e r  i s  unable to  work on account 

of i l ln e s s  and has no income.
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Each fam ily  claim s a church a f f i l i a t i o n ,  however, they  are  

not a l l  a c t iv e , e i th e r  in  attendance o r p a r t ic ip a t io n .  There are  

no church le a d e rs  among th e  a d u lts , bu t a number are  a c tiv e  in  

a u x i l ia r ie s  and o th e r  forms of church work. There i s  more p a r t i c ip a t ­

ion in  church work among th e  young people. There i s  a m ixture of 

fe e lin g  regard ing  the  m in is te rs  in  the  community. There seems to  be 

one po in t on which a l l  f e e l  s tro n g ly ; th a t  th e re  i s  not enough 

v is i t a t io n  to  homes. However, a c tiv e  members of the  church say th a t  

the town i s  q u ite  la rg e  and th a t war cond itions have placed g re a te r

demands on the m in is te rs .
\

A ll re s id e n ts  are  American born, except a European fam ily 

which has become n a tu ra liz e d . The education  of the re s id e n ts  ranges 

from graduation from grade school to  graduation  from high school.

The exception to  th i s  i s  the  p ro fe ss io n a l group, who are  co llege  

graduates. This group is  composed of th ree  of the  twenty-two fa m ilie s .

The re s id e n ts  of t h i s  a rea  do not take  an a c tiv e  p a r t in  school 

a c t iv i t i e s ,  such as attendance a t  o r p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  P .T .A ., committee 

work, c a fe te r ia  duty , or serve as room m others. On the whole, they 

seem to  accept the  school as an in s t i tu t io n  ap a rt from t h e i r  homes.

They do not know what i s  going on in  th e  school u n le ss  something 

comes up which demands t h e i r  a t te n tio n .  They do not v i s i t  th e  school 

un less i t  i s  e i th e r  to  in q u ire  about the  ch ild , to  have a conference, 

o r to  a ttend  some entertainm ent in  which the  ch ild  has a p a r t .  The 

main reasons given f o r  lack  of attendance a t  P.T.A. are e i th e r  th a t 

they cannot get th e re  a t  the time the m eetings are he ld , o r they 

" ju s t  can’ t  seem to  g e t in te re s te d  in  the programs". They do not



18

a s s i s t  in  th e  school c a fe te r ia  because they  are  e i th e r  employed, 

have sm all ch ild ren  a t  home to  care, f o r ,  o r  ju s t  a ren ’t  asked.

The re a c tio n s  of th e  re s id e n ts  to  the  environment v a r ie s .

The p ro fe ss io n a l group are  not a ffec ted  by i t  s o c ia l ly ,  since they 

l iv e  in  the b e t te r  housing u n its  and th e i r  p ro fe ss io n a l s ta tu s  g ives 

them a c e r ta in  amount of so c ia l p re s tig e . The m a jo rity  of th e  o the r 

re s id e n ts  in d ica te  by th e i r  remarks th a t  th ey  f e e l  th a t l iv in g  

cond itions in  th a t area  are  not as d e s irab le  as they  would l ik e  because 

of the h o s p ita l ,  the  unpaved s t r e e t s ,  the  inadequate sewerage d isp o sa l, 

and the  Negro homes w ith in  the  a rea .

The in v e s tig a to r  found the  re s id e n ts  of th e  area a f r ie n d ly  

group, anxious to  cooperate in  any way they could; however, she found 

a lso  some b i t t e r  re a c tio n s  to  school, to  church and to  the community.

There are  cases quoted in  the  appendix in d ic a tiv e  of the  group’ s 

fe e l in g s  in  t h i s  connection.

E ffe c t of th e  Environment on the Child

The ch ild ren  of th e  area are handicapped s o c ia l ly  by th e i r  

in a b i l i ty  to  lead  a normal so c ia l l i f e ,  due p a r t ly  to th e  crowded 

conditions in  th e  hoipe. This means th a t the ch ild ren  l iv in g  in  these  

homes are unable to  give p a r t ie s  o r e n te r ta in  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  as they 

would norm ally. This does not seem to make as much d iffe ren ce  when 

the ch ild ren  are  in  the lower elem entary school as whey they reach 

adolescence and high school. I n a b i l i ty  to have p a r t ie s  or d a te s  in  

th e i r  own homes has led  to  em otional d is tu rbances  which have in  many cases
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caused in h ib it io n s .  The re a c tio n  of th e  p a ren ts  to  th i s  p a r t ic u la r  

po in t i s  th a t  they re g re t the  f a c t  th a t  th e i r  ch ild ren  cannot e n te r ta in  

th e i r  f r ie n d s  l ik e  o th e r  c h ild ren . The crowded cond itions  a re  brought 

gbout mainly by: f i r s t ,  th e  s ize  of the fam ily  u n i t ;  and second,

ren tin g  rooms to  Navy fa m ilie s .

Another strong o b jec tio n  to  the environment, as expressed 

by the  p aren ts , i s  the  r e s t r i c t io n s  i t  p laces on the  c h ild re n ’ s 

a c t iv i t i e s  a t  n ig h t. They do not fe e l  th a t i t  i s  sa fe  to  allow the 

young people to  go to  and from community fu n c tio n s  o r  movies l a t e  a t  

n ig h t because of the  lo c a l co n d itio n s . They c ite d  in c id e n ts  of 

p a tie n ts  escaping from the  asylum; of drunken Negro braw ls to  which 

the  po lice  had to  be c a lle d ; and even d is tu rb in g  drunken brawls among 

some o f the w hite fa m ilie s .

C hild rens’ R eactions to  Environment

The re a c tio n  o f th e  c h ild re n  to  the environment v a r ie s  w ith  

the age of the  c h i ld .  In  the  primary grades they voice no o b je c tio n .

I t  doesn’t  m a tte r to  them p a r t ic u la r ly  w hether they p lay  games in  the 

h o sp ita l grounds or in  th e i r  own yards. I f  a c h i ld ’ s home i s  out of 

bounds to  some of the  gang, then they can a l l  play in  th e  approved 

yards w ithout su ffe rin g  from the so c ia l stigm a which the o ld e r ch ild  

f e e l s .  They are  s a t i s f ie d  to  play w ith  the ch ild ren  in  th e i r  own a rea . 

The boys are  in c lin ed  to  be q u ite  c lann ish  during  the childhood and p re - 

adolescent perio d s .

When they begin to  reach  adolescence, they become conscious of
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o th e rs  ou ts id e  of t h e i r  a re a . They become boy and g i r l  conscious and 

i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  note the areas from which th ese  f r ie n d s  a re  chosen. 

In  p r a c t ic a l ly  every case they name as  th e i r  b es t f r ie n d s  s tuden ts  

l iv in g  o u ts id e  of the  c i ty  l im its  and in  most cases country c h ild re n . 

These ch ild ren  liv in g  in  th e  country and rid in g  buses are  unable to 

make frequen t v i s i t s  in  town; consequently , th e  c i ty  ch ild  from the 

undesirab le  area is  not embarrassed by having h is  f r ie n d s  come to  

h is  home. When asked how often  they v i s i t  each o th e r, th e  answer 

was u su a lly , " Ju s t a t school, Rose goes on the  bus".

The re a c tio n s  toward the so c ia l in fluence of th e  environment 

d i f f e r .  Some of th e  high school s tu d en ts  a re  q u ite  b i t t e r  and f e e l  

th a t  th e re  i s  a d e f in i te  so c ia l stigma which descends on them when 

they reach high school. They re se n t the snobbishness of ch ild ren  from 

o th e r areas of town. They sense the f a c t  th a t  they  a ren ’ t  the  so c ia l 

equal of many of th e i r  c lassm ates, who are the  ch ild ren  of co llege 

p ro fesso rs , R es to ra tio n  employees, o r prominent business men. The 

young ado lescen t f in ish in g  elem entary school and en te rin g  Jun io r 

High School i s  more in h ib ite d  than the o ld e r boy or g i r l .  They become 

q u ite  shy and tim id  and h e s ita n t to  ta lk  about t h e i r  opinions or id e as . 

They f e e l  lo s t  and insecure in  t h e i r  new surroundings. In  the elem entary 

school they were a l l  to g e th e r  under one teach er and i t  hadn’t  been so 

hard to  make a p lace fo r  themselves in  the group, but high school makes 

them re a l iz e  t h e i r  la ck  of experience in  t r a v e l ,  in  s o c ia l a c t iv i t i e s  

and in  many o th e r  th in g s , so to them th e  s a fe s t th in g  to  do i s  keep 

q u ie t and lis ten !.
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Economic S ta tu s  of C hildren

Economically the  ch ild ren  from the  area  are  adequately  cared 

f o r .  They d ress  as o th e r ch ild ren  d re s s , wearing th e  d re ss  ty p ic a l  of 

a l l  the student body. They are  clean  and neat in  appearance. There i s  

no c h a ra c te r i s t ic  of d ress  by which the ch ild ren  from the area could 

be d is tin g u ish ed  from o th e r c h ild re n . Most of them have adequate spending 

money fo r  movies, candy, ic e  cream, lunch, and o th e r needs. In  some 

cases they waste money and in  o th e r  cases th e re  might be more, but again  

th e re  i s  no one th in g  f in a n c ia l ly  which would in d ic a te  th e i r  d if fe re n c e  

to  o th e r ch ild ren .

In  the high school group fiv e  of the f i f t e e n  studen ts are  

employed on a p a r t  time b a s is .  However, many s tuden ts  from every p a r t  

of town are  employed.

Grade Placement and Progress

The th ir ty -s e v e n  ch ild ren  in  the area a tten d in g  Matthew ?ifhaley 

School are d is tr ib u te d  through the e n t ire  school from Ju n io r Primary to  

s e n io rs . (Appendix, page 4, Table I ) .

The in te llig en ce  q u o tien ts  of th e se  ch ild ren  range from 75 to  

130. Of th e  twenty-two ch ild ren  in  the  elem entary school, th i r te e n  f a l l  

in  the  normal range, w hile in  the  high school group, te n  of the f i f t e e n  

f a l l  in  th a t  rapge. (See Table I I ,  appendix, p. 5)

The percentage of f a i lu r e s  and drop ou ts i s  much g re a te r  in  the 

high school. Of the to t a l  number of s tu d en ts , twenty-two percent are
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placed in  slow le a rn in g  o r rem edial groups, fo u r  from the elem entary 

school and fo u r from the  high school.

These ch ild ren  were placed in  th e  slow lea rn in g  o r rem edial 

groups because they  could be given more in d iv id u a l h e lp . In  the 

elementary school one of the fo u r f a l l s  in  the below average I .  Q. 

group. The o th e r th re e , whose I .  Q /s. range from 90 to  100, were placed 

in  these  groups in  o rder to  be given sp ec ia l a t te n tio n ;  one of th ese  

was em otionally  unad justed , one had been s ick  and during  h is  long absence 

had lo s t  in t e r e s t ,  and the  th i rd  came from a very lim ited  background 

and needed ad d itio n a l help  in  acqu iring  experiences.

In  th e  high school the problem i s  more acute because of the  

age of the  c h ild ren . The th ree  boys in  high school were weak in  s k i l l s ,  

and th e  attendance of thS g i r l  was very poor. The.sp ec ia lized  o r 

rem edial group seemed the b e s t  placement fo r  these fo u r s tu d en ts , since 

the school d id  not have s u f f ic ie n t  vocational c la s s e s .

Of th e  fo u r from th e  high school, two dropped out during the 

cu rren t year, w hile only one in  th e  e n t ire  high school group has an 

I .  Q. below the average range and th i s  ch ild  i s  s t i l l  in  school.

The elem entary school curriculum  i s  more f le x ib le  than the . 

high school, which has enabled the elementary school to  e s ta b l is h  

sp ec ia l o r rem edial c la sse s  to  take care of the handicapped c h ild . There 

i s  one sp ec ia l room fo r  the slow learn ing  o r handicapped ch ild  which 

endeavors to  meet the needs of the ch ild  and to  help him develop any 

ta le n ts  which he may have. There i s  a lso  a b i t  of the  same type of 

th ing  being done w ith a younger group. Wherever the ch ild  i s  placed 

in  the elem entary school, he has a b e t te r  chance to  a d ju s t to  the
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s i tu a t io n  and to  M s classm ates because of th e  more f le x ib le  curriculum  

and the  c lo se r  re la t io n s h ip  to  the  te ach er. There i s  very l i t t l e  p lay ing  

hookey, o r frequent absences among the elem entary c h ild re n  from the 

a rea . The average attendance fo r  these c h ild re n  i s  very good.

The problem of attendance is  much g re a te r  in  the high  school, 

since the curriculum  i s  not f le x ib le  enough to  take adequate care of 

the needs of the s tuden t who i s  a m is f i t  f o r  some s o c ia l ,  em otional, 

o r o the r reason . The average attendance during  the  f i r s t  two years  

of ju n io r high school i s  very  low.

The attendance record  fo r  the  high school can b est be shown 

in  the  fo llow ing ta b le .  A ll o f these  s tu d en ts  who remained in  school 

from September u n t i l  February, when the  ta b u la tio n  was made, were on 

r o l l  94 days.

Seventh & E ighth N inth, Tenth & E leventh

A . . . . . . .  60 G . . . . . . .  65
B  66 H ...........................90
C ...............................74 I ........................... 91
D  83 J ........................... 92
K ...............................90 K ...........................92
F ...............................94

Students A, B and C were f a i l in g  in  th e i r  school work and were 

tak ing  no ac tiv e  p a r t  in  c la ss  a c t i v i t i e s .  Student G i s  a sen io r and does 

ex ce llen t work in  c la s s e s  and in  school a c t i v i t i e s .  His poor attendance 

was due to  a se rio u s  i l ln e s s .

A la rge  number of absences cause very poor school work, which 

r e s u l t s  in  lo ss  of in te r e s t  and in  e i th e r  f a i lu r e  o r dropping com pletely 

out of school. Of the e ig h t s tuden ts  in  the seventh and e ig h t g rades, two
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dropped out during  th e  year, th ree  had very  poor attendance and were 

f a i l in g .  In  the  n in th , te n th  and e leven th  grades, the  attendance of 

those who completed the year was very good; however, two of t h i s  group 

dropped out during  th e  y ear. This g ives the high school fo u r s tu d en ts  

from a to t a l  of f i f t e e n  who dropped out of school during  the  y ea r, and 

th ree  th ree  f a i l in g  in  t h e i r  work, w hile in te ll ig e n c e  t e s t s  show th a t 

only one of these  s tu d en ts  has an I .  Q. which would in d ic a te  f a i lu r e  to  

achieve success in  academic work.

The stu d en ts  dropping from school gave v ario u s  reasons fo r  

doing so, bu t may be summarized as fo llow s: One, home cond itions which

proh ib ited  the carry ing  on of s a t is fa c to ry  home work; two, lack  of 

in te r e s t  in  c la sse s  which they  had to  take, and th re e , la ck  of understanding  

on the p a r t  of p aren ts  and te a c h e rs .

Student P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  School A c tiv it ie s

In  the h igh  school th e re  i s  an organized ac tiv ity -p ro g ram  

which endeavors to  give the s tu d en t, along w ith  h is  c la s s e s , some tra in in g  

in  f ie ld s  o th e r than  academic. These a c t iv i t i e s  inc lude: Glee Club,

Dramatic Club, Student Council, L ib rary  Club, French Club, committees and 

o ther re la te d  a c t iv i t i e s .  In  the n in th , te n th  and e leven th  grades the 

student may e le c t  the  a c t i v i t i e s  which appeal to  him and which he can 

f i t  in to  h is  schedule. A ll studen ts  are encouraged to  take p a r t  in  some 

a c t iv i ty ;  o therw ise, th i s  period i s  spent in  the  study h a l l .  Of the  

sevens in  the  n in th , te n th  and eleventh  grades from the  a rea , th ree  

belonged to  the  Glee Club, one was a member of th e  Student Council, and
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one was a c la ss  o f f ic e r .  The remaining two dropped out of school during 

the year. The th re e  belonging to  the  Glee Club took no p a r t  in  any 

o th e r a c t i v i t i e s .  Two of th e  th re e  are  cousins. The member of th e  

Student Council and the c la ss  o f f ic e r  are  s i s t e r  and b ro th e r.

In  the seventh and e ig h th  grades the in d iv id u a l te ach e rs  

take care of th e i r  a c t iv i ty  programs. Of the e ig h t s tuden ts  in  th is  

group, only one i s  ou tstand ing  in  any form of a c t iv i ty ,  and she i s  from 

the p ro fess io n a l group. Two members of t h i s  group dropped out during 

the year. This la ck  of p a r t ic ip a t io n  seems to  be p a r t ly  the  r e s u l t  of 

the passiveness of the s tu d en ts , and p a r t ly  the  lack  of tim e on the 

p a rt of the teach er to  work w ith  in d iv id u a ls .

P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  Classroom A c tiv i t ie s  by Elementary C hildren

The type of a c t i v i t i e s  in  the elem entary school a re  more 

varied  and le ss  organized than  in  the high school. The ch ild  i s  given 

a v a r ie ty  of choices w ith in  h is  own classroom . However, th e re  i s  among 

the ch ild ren  of th i s  area a d e f in i te  tendency to  be r e t i r in g  and to  remain 

a lo o f. They are in c lin e d  to  watch w hile o th e rs  do the job . They have not 

had nursery  school experiences o r tra v e l experiences comparable to  o ther 

ch ild ren . They cannot sing  songs, o r dance, or t e l l  in te re s t in g  s to r ie s .  

They fe e l th a t  they  have nothing to  co n trib u te  to  the group.

The teach ers  of the  primary ch ild ren  have accomplished much 

w ith music by having the  ch ild ren  do in te rp re ta t iv e  dancing and dram atics. 

There seems to  be a strong  ta le n t  fo r  music among the m a jo rity  of the 

c h ild ren  from the a rea . While these  ch ild ren  w i l l  e n te r  in to  m usical 

in te rp re ta t io n s  and d ram atics, they seldom take the in i t ia tiv e . They are
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chosen as members of the  schoo l’ s governing committees and are  u su a lly  

q u ite  e f f ic ie n t ,  but are  not le a d e rs .  One s ix th  grade boy served very 

w ell as chairman of a committee, w hile a fo u rth  grade boy has helped

e n te r ta in  a t  the  U.S.O. w ith  h is  g u ita r .

The elem entary ch ild ren  from th e  area are  cooperative and 

do th e i r  p a r t ,  bu t are  not recognized as le a d e rs .

S tuden ts’ R eaction to  School

The beginning ch ild  from the a rea  has a d i f f i c u l t  time ad ju stin g  

to  the  school. Among the s ix  beginning ch ild ren , fo u r had liv e d  in  th a t  

area  a l l  t h e i r  l iv e s  and each had some definite problem of adjustm ent.

Their f i r s t  attem pt was to  escape by some method, e i th e r  of cry ing , o r  

of pretending  they were s ick . This defense mechanism was a f fe c tin g  th e ' 

classroom work of these  ch ild ren  and the  condition  did not improve u n t i l  

the cause was recognized and removed, in  so f a r  as p o ssib le  a t th a t  tim e.

In v e s tig a tio n  and study revealed th a t  in  each case of the s ix  th e re  were

cond itions w ith in  the home o f the environment, or bo th , which d ir e c t ly  

a ffec ted  the  classroom  work and so c ia l standing of th ese  ch ild ren .

There i s  the tendency toward re tirem en t in  p ra c t ic a l ly  every case . 

The tendency is  strong in  the beginning year or two, becomes a l i t t l e  

le s s  as they move in to  upper elem entary, then becomes qu ite  ev ident again  

in  Ju n io r High School.

These s tu d en ts  say they do not l ik e  to  t a lk  before the group, 

because they  do not know what to  ta lk  about. They l ik e  to  be in  p lays in  

the elem entary school, but i f  they ge t up a p lay  i t  i s  u su a lly  lim ited
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to  the  experiences they have received  in  the  classroom

Most of the  elem entary s tu d en ts  l ik e  school " a l l  r ig h t" .

But, as a whole, they  are  not e n th u s ia s tic .  They express a d e s ire  

fo r  more shop work. The high school s tuden ts  are  o ften  discouraged 

and drop o u t, fe e lin g  th a t  th e  school has nothing to  o f fe r  them.

Teacher Analyses of C hildren

The in v e s tig a to r  found th a t  the teachers  agree th a t th e  

ch ild ren  from the area are  r e t i r in g  in  manner and th a t  they tend  to  s t ic k  

to g e th e r  o r he c lan n ish . The teachers  say th a t these  ch ild ren  are 

o ften  nervous and are not a c tiv e  in  c la s s  planning and a c t iv i t i e s .  They 

are not problem ch ild ren  in  a d is c ip lin a ry  way, but ra th e r  because of th e i r  

r e t i r in g  manner.

Teachers speak of many of the f a i l in g  ch ild rn  as slow le a rn e rs . 

They say the I .  Q,# s . in d ica te  a b i l i t y ,  but th e  students do not work.

The teach ers  were unable to  exp la in  the reason fo r the e x is tin g  cond itions. 

They admit th a t they do not have a complete p ic tu re  of home cond itions, 

fo r  they have not v is i te d  in  the m ajo rity  of the  homes, nor are they  

fa m ilia r  w ith the environment of the  area in  which these  ch ild ren  l iv e .
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Summary

The in v e s tig a to r  has c a re fu lly  explored and studied  a l l  

sources of da ta  which she was ab le  to  fin d  and has presen ted  i t  

in  the  foregoing an a ly ses.

The in v e s tig a to r  has attem tped to  show the to t a l  p ic tu re  

of the ch ild  in  h is  environment and to  show the e f f e c t  of d if f e r e n t  

fa c to rs  in  the whole on the growth of the c h ild .

A ll sta tem ents made in  the analyses are  su b s tan tia ted  by 

the da ta  in  th e  appendix.
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The study of the  area revealed  th a t  only s ix  percen t of th e  

s c h o o ls  membership came from th i s  a rea , but i t  a lso  revealed th a t  

each ch ild  shoxved some signs of so c ia l o r em otional m aladjustm ent.

When the reg ion  was surveyed fo r  fa c to rs  which could have 

con tribu ted  to  these widespread symptoms, th e  in v e s tig a to r  saw th a t 

the E astern  S ta te  H osp ita l fo r  the  Insane xvas located  in  the middle of 

the a rea ; th a t  Negro homes were in te rsp e rse d  w ith  w hite; th a t  the 

s t r e e t s  were unpaved, and th a t  the sewerage d isp o sa l was incom plete.

These cond itions were e a s ily  seen by anyone going in to  the area , but 

th e re  were no evidences th a t  the S ta te  government, the  C ity Council, 

c iv ic , r e lig io u s , o r school o rgan iza tio n s  were tak ing  any ac tio n  to 

improve them.

During the  in terv iew s, re s id e n ts  o f the area  expressed the 

thought th a t  they are  neglected  by the  S ta te , the  C ity government, and 

re a l  e s ta te  agents in  th a t  they have been promised complete sewerage 

d isp o sa l, paved s t r e e t s ,  and housing p ro je c ts  elsewhere fo r  the Negroes; 

th a t in s tead  of any r e l i e f  they liv e  on in  crowded S ta te  oxmed apartm ents, 

next door to  Negroes, using outdoor t o i l e t s  and walking on muddy paths 

in stead  of sidew alks.
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Conclusions Regarding Parents* Economic S ta tu s , Education 

and A ttitu d e  Toward Environment

These childrens* p aren ts  are  a l l  employed, except in  th e  one 

case c i te d  in  the  analy ses. The income from employment is  s u f f ic ie n t  to 

meet the  needs of t h e i r  fa m ilie s  f o r  food and c lo th in g  and i s  s u f f ic ie n t  

in  most of the  cases to  provide fo r  something in  the  way of a c u l tu ra l  

l i f e  f o r  th e i r  ch ild ren .

In  d iscussing  the neighborhood w ith  the in v e s t ig a to r ,  the 

p a ren ts  voiced t h e i r  o b jec tio n s  to  the  undesirab le  f a c to rs  c ited  in  the 

beginning of th i s  chap ter. They say they would l ik e  b e t te r  homes, but 

in  most cases do not consider th e i r  p resen t l iv in g  cond itions comparable 

to  slums. However, they seem to  sense th a t  th e re  i s  such a comparison 

made by in h a b ita n ts  of o th e r a rea s  and as a r e s u l t  of th i s  fe e lin g  are 

s e n s it iv e .  Since they are  unable to  move or improve th e  cond itions  a t 

p resen t, they seem to  defend them selves by saying th a t  they  are s a t i s f ie d .

These p a ren ts , l ik e  a l l  p aren ts  who want th e i r  ch ild ren  to  have 

what they  could not have them selves, want education. They do not know 

ju s t  exac tly  what c o n s ti tu te s  education, so they leave the job of educating 

to  th e  school. They are  in c lin ed  to  th in k  of education  as "reading,

’ r i t i n ,  and‘r ith m e tic ’*, and since they  are  not s p e c ia l is ts  in  any of these  

f ie ld s ,  they f e e l  th a t th e re  i s  no place f o r  them selves in  the  school.

They have been busy providing the common n e c e s s it ie s  of l i f e  and have 

had no time to  th in k  about the  emotional fa c to rs  involved in  the child* s 

l i f e  a t  home and school.
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The p a ren ts  were very a p p rec ia tiv e  of the in v e s t ig a to r ’ s 

in te r e s t  and expressed a d e s ire  fo r  more v i s i t a t io n  by te a c h e rs , 

m in is te rs , and o th e rs  connected w ith church and school o rg an iz a tio n s . 

They expressed th e  fe e l in g  th a t  they were not asked to p a r t ic ip a te  in  

c iv ic  and re lig io u s  fu n c tio n s , o r in  the numerous vo lun tary  war 

a c t i v i t i e s  because they were not considered capable.

Conclusions as to  E ffe c t of Environment on the C hild’ s L ife

The so c ia l l i f e  of the ch ild ren  of th i s  area i s  not conducive 

to  growth and happiness. These ch ild ren  cannot lead  normal so c ia l 

l iv e s  l ik e  o th e r ch ild ren  because they  are  fo rced , in  most eases, to  

e n te r ta in  in  unpleasant surroundings in  th e i r  homes, on the s t r e e t ,  

o r w ith in  th e  grounds of the E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. They u su a lly  have 

to  e n te r ta in  o r be en te rta in ed  by members of th e i r  own a rea , since 

ch ild ren  from o th e r p a r ts  of town are ra re ly  allowed to  go beyond the 

no rth  side of F rancis  S tre e t .

The d iffe re n c e  in  so c ia l s ta tu s  i s  more keenly f e l t  in  the 

high school than in  the elem entary school. The ch ild ren  in  the  lower 

elem entary grades do not seem to  ob jec t se rio u s ly  to the  environment 

from a so c ia l standpoin t because they play w ith  the ch ild ren  in  t h e i r  

area and go to  each o th e r’ s p a r t ie s .  The map showing the lo c a tio n  of 

homes of f r ie n d s  shows a la rg e r  percentage of in t e r - v i s i t a t io n  among 

the elem entary school ch ild ren  than among the high school s tu d en ts . Many 

of the high school group name as th e i r  b es t f r ie n d s  studen ts  who l iv e  in  

the country. These ch ild ren  come to  school on the buses and do not have
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opportun ity  to  v i s i t  in  the  homes of th e i r  C ity  f r ie n d s .  T herefore, the 

C ity  c h ild ren  from the a rea  are  spared the embarrassment of having th e i r  

f r ie n d s  v i s i t  them a t  home. {Appendix, page 3)

The m ajo rity  of th e  ch ild ren  from the area are r e t i r in g  in  t h e i r  

manner. This " r e t i r in g "  i s  shown by th e ir  bashfu lness, t h e i r  re tic e n c e  

to  ta lk  about t h e i r  homes o r th e i r  in t e r e s ts ,  and t h e i r  lack  of p a r t i c ip a t ­

ion  in  classroom d iscu ssio n s and in  school a c t i v i t i e s .  The m a jo rity  of 

these  ch ild ren  are  poor c o n v e rsa tio n a lis ts .  The in v e s t ig a to r  found i t  

d i f f i c u l t  to  get the student to  ta lk  about h im self. However, in  many 

cases in  th e  elem entary school and in  the high school, she found strong 

in te r e s ts  and in  many cases d e f in i te  hobbies b u i l t  around a r t  and music.

She f e l t  th a t  these  ch ild ren  were ashamed o f th e i r  environment and a fra id  

of the  c r it ic is m  and r id ic u le  of th e i r  fe llow  classm ates.

E ffec t O'f Environment on C hild’ s School L ife

The survey has revealed  th a t the m ajo rity  o f ch ild ren  from 

the  a rea  are r e t i r in g  in  manner, tend toward c lann ishness, have a 

la rge  percentage of f a i lu r e ,  and a la rg e  number drop out of school.

While th e  percentage of f a i lu r e  i s  high, the a b i l i t y  to  le a rn , 

as in d ica ted  by I .Q .,  i s  normal in  th ir ty -tw o  of th e  th ir ty -s e v e n  

ch ild ren  s tu d ied . This in d ica ted  th a t  th e re  are o the r causal and con­

tr ib u tin g  fa c to rs  to  f a i lu r e .  One i s  th e i r  lack  of in te r e s t  in  th e i r  

school work, and ano ther i s  t h e i r  r e t i r in g  manner which p reven ts th e i r  

p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  c la ss  d iscu ss io n s . Their apparent la ck  of in t e r e s t  

would seem to  be mainly f e a r  and a fe e l in g  of in se c u r ity  re s u lt in g  from 

th e i r  lim ited  range of educational experiences.
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These ch ild ren  seem to  have a major problem of adjustm ent 

when they  begin school and again in  moving from the  elem entary to  the  

high school. They have had a lim ited  background of experiences which 

has caused them to  lack  s e lf  confidence. They have not had s to r y - te l l in g  

time w ith  t h e i r  p a ren ts , owned p re tty  books, gone on t r ip s  to  the 

country or to  th e  b ig  c i ty .  T heir range of experiences o u tside  o f the 

home and immediate neighborhood i s  lim ited  to  th e  school and business 

sec tio n  of th e  town. They have been placed in  classrooms w ith an 

unusually  la rg e  percentage of ch ild ren  whose p aren ts  are co llege 

graduates, co llege p ro fesso rs , and o th e r  p ro fe ss io n a l people. The 

ch ild ren  from a p ro fe ss io n a l group tend to  develop a more c u l tu ra l  

classroom atmosphere th an  p re v a ils  in  the  average pub lic  school.

Summary

The study has revealed  th a t  the ch ild ren  from the area have 

d e f in i te  problems which in  p a r t would seem to  be the r e s u l t  o f th e i r  

environment. Therefore, i t  i s  im portant to  determ ine what da ta  out 

of th a t  gathered i s  of value to  the te ach ers  in  studying the ch ild ren  

from the area w ith  the view o f help ing  them.

The school has endeavored to  study the ch ild  as a person, to  

give him in d iv id u a l help when needed and to  keep personal reco rds of 

analyses and growth. Study of the  in d iv id u a l records by the  in v e s tig a to r  

showed th a t these records have been w ell kept by the te ach ers  from year 

to  year. The records show th a t  the ch ild ren  have been r e t i r in g  in  manner, 

qu ite  c lann ish  a t  tim es, f a i le d  in  school work, and f in a l ly  dropped from 

the schoo l’s r o l l  in  many cases . There is  record of very l i t t l e
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v is i t a t i o n  by e i th e r  p a ren ts  or te a c h e rs .

However, th i s  da ta  i s  o f l i t t l e  value u n le ss  supplemented by 

study and survey of a l l  r e la te d  f ie ld s .  This i s  evidenced in  the 

cases of th e  th ir ty -s e v e n  ch ild ren  from th e  area  in  cases in  which 

the in v e s t ig a to r  found th a t  the  q u es tio n n a ires  f i l l e d  in  by p a re n ts , 

te ach e rs , and s tuden ts  d id  not coincide w ith  a c tu a l cond itions in  the

home and community. Furtherm ore, th e re  were many elem ents in  the  home

and the whole environment which the  q u estio n n a ires  and teqcher analyses 

sheets d id  not touch.

In  studying th e  reco rds and in  ta lk in g  to  the  te ach e rs , the  

in v e s tig a to r  was unable to  find  concrete reasons f o r  the  withdrawing 

o f the  fo u r high school s tu d en ts  mentioned. However,in v is i t in g  th e  

homes, ta lk in g  to  the  p a ren ts , neighbors, and o th e r  s tu d en ts , the 

in v e s tig a to r  found reasons w ith in  th e  home environment about which the 

school could have taken p ro f i ta b le  a c tio n .

The la rg e  percentage of f a i lu r e  of ch ild ren  whose I .  Q /s.

in d ic a te  th a t they  are  capable of doing good work i s  more e a s i ly  under­

stood when the  home i s  known by the  te ach e r. The study revealed  sp e c if ic  

cases of d is tu rb in g  fa c to rs  in  the  home environment, about which had the 

teacher known, she would have been ab le  to  understand b e t te r  th e  underly ­

ing causes of f a i lu r e  and could have helped prevent them.

The in v e s t ig a to r  found th a t the r e t i r in g  manner and c lann ishness 

are defense mechanisms which these  ch ild ren  use' to  cover up the fa c to rs  in  

th e i r  l iv e s  of which they are  ashamed. Teachers knowing th e  home co nd itions, 

the environment, the  church connections and o th e r elem ents in  the environ­

ment a f fe c tin g  th e  l i f e  of the ch ild  were ab le  to  accomplish more w ith th e
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student than those who had made no co n tac ts  w ith  the  area  o r  th e  home.

As a r e s u l t  of the study conducted, i t  would seem, th e re fo re , th a t  

in  o rder to  make a complete study of any ch ild  i t  would be necessary  to 

in v e s tig a te  a l l  sources which might fu rn ish  data th a t  would be of value 

in  studying the c h ild , and, out of th e  data  c o lle c te d , determ ine what i s  

im portant in  th e  study of the  ”ch ild  as a whole” .

Recommendations

The in v e s tig a to r  f e e ls  th a t ,  as the r e s u l t  of th e  study conducted 

and da ta  found, she may make c e r ta in  recommendations to  the  school, to  the 

C ity  and to  th e  S ta te .

F i r s t ,  th a t the  S ta te  of V irg in ia  take d e f in i te  s tep s  to  improve 

housing cond itions fo r  th e  employees of the E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l.

Second, th a t  the Council of th e  C ity  of W illiamsburg p lan  to  provide 

in  th e i r  1946 budget fo r  paving th e  s t r e e t s  and in s ta l l in g  complete sewerage 

d isp o sa l.

Third, th a t  c iv ic  and re l ig io u s  o rgan iza tio n s  become aware of 

ex is tin g  conditions w ith in  th e  a rea ; and th a t they take d e f in i te  s tep s  to 

help the people of th e  area by v is i t in g  them, in v itin g  them to  take p a r t 

in  the c lu b s ,c h o irs , e t  c e te ra ; and to  provide varied  re c re a tio n a l 

a c t iv i t i e s  fo r  the young people, seeing to  i t  th a t  a way i s  provided fo r  

the  young people o f the area to  a tten d  and p a r t ic ip a te  in  these a c t i v i t i e s .

Fourth, th a t th e  school take an inventory  to  see what has been done, 

determine what f u r th e r  s tep s  should be taken and by whom.

Since the  work of the school i s  continuous, has no d e f in i te  s t a r t -
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ing o r stopping p o in t , the in v e s t ig a to r  would l ik e  to  make the  fo llow ing 

recommendations to  the  fa c u l ty  and s ta f f  of the  Matthew Y/haley School.

F i r s t ,  to  get the p a ren ts  of the  ch ild ren  in te re s te d  in  the school, 

have them come in to  th e  school and share th e i r  t a le n ts  w ith  o th e rs ; to  

remember th a t  every paren t must r e a l iz e  and be lieve  th a t  he has something 

to  give th a t  no one e lse  can, and th a t  th e  school i s  the p lace where a l l  

are welcome.

Second, to  v i s i t  the  home of each ch ild  two or more tim es during 

the school year, and to  make th e  v i s i t  a p leasan t one which the  paren t w il l  

remember and want rep ea ted .

Third, to look fo r  evidences of fa c to rs  w ith in  the home which may 

have a d is tu rb in g  e f f e c t  on th e  l i f e  of the  c h ild .

Fourth, to  help  th e se  ch ild ren  fin d  something in  th e i r  neighborhood 

of which they can be proud; to  use some of t h e i r  experiences as a nucleus 

fo r  classroom d iscu ssio n  and study .

F if th ,  to  help  them crea te  beauty in  some form,whether i t  be music, 

a r t ,  cooking, sewing, b u ild in g , o r machinery.

S ix th , to  help  each ch ild  find  se c u rity  by giving him jobs to  do 

which show him th a t  the  teach er t r u s t s  him.

Seventh, to  work toward o ffe rin g s  in  non-academic f ie ld s  in  o rder 

th a t th e re  be a place in  the high school fo r the slow lea rn in g  p u p il.

E ighth , to  work toward a high school a c t iv i ty  program which would 

provide some a c t iv i t i e s  fo r  the non-academic s tuden t who does not reach the 

grade le v e l requ ired  fo r  p a r tic ip a tio n  a t  the p resen t tim e.
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TABLE I

GRADE DISTRIBUTION OR CHILDREN 
FROM AREA STUDIED

GRADE BOYS GIRLS TOTAL

ELEMENTARY

Ju n io r Primary-

F ir s t

Second

Third

Fourth

F if th

S ix th

T otal Elementary

2 1 3
0 3 3

3 2 5

1 1  2 

2 2 4

2 0 2

JL ■ J3  J3

11 11 22

HIGH SCHOOL

Seventh

Eighth

Ninth

Tenth

Eleventh

T otal High School

T otal High School 
and Elementary 17 20

15

37
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TABLE I I

RANGE OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS FOR 
THE CHILDREN FROM THE AREA STUDIED

RANGE ELEMENTARY HIGH SCHOOL TOTAL

120 -  150 4 1 5

110 -  120 1 3 4

90 -  110 13 10 23

80 -  90 2 1 3

70 -  80 2 0 2

Below 70 _0 _0 J )

T otal 22 15 37
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TABLE I I I

DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN PLACED IN SLOW LEARNING 
OR REMEDIAL GROUPS

GRADES BOYS GIRLS TOTAL

1 ,2 ,3 2 0 2

4 ,5 ,6 2 0 2

7 ,8 ,9 3 1 4

10,11 _£ _0 0

T otal 7 1 8
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TABLE 17

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
OP PARENTS OP CHILDREN PROM THE AREA STUDIED

STATUS MALE MALE TOTAL

Number of P aren ts 21_ 21_ 4£

*Number Employed by
E astern  S ta te  H osp ita l 6 4 10

Number Employed by C ity 2 0 2

Number Employed Other Than C ity 
o r S ta te 9 4 13

Number in  Armed Services _ 2 _2 __2

T otal Number Employed 19 8 27

T otal Number Unemployed _ 2 13 15
T otal 21 21 42

*Both husband and Wife
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table V

MEMBERSHIP OF PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN AREA STUDIED 
IN CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS

ORGANIZATION MEN WOMEN TOTAL

R uritan  Club 2 0 2

Lion1s Club 2 0 2

Masons 2 0 2

E astern  S ta r 0 0 0

A.A.U.W. 0 0 0

Other _0 _0 J )

T otal 6 0 6 *

* F r o m .  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p  o f  a r e a  s t u d i e d .
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TABLE VI

MEMBERSHIP IN RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES PROVIDED BY CHURCH AND SCHOOL

CHURCH

GRADES CHOIR JUNIOR AUXILIARY CLUB X SUNDAY SCHOOL

1 ,2 ,3 0 0 0 6

4 ,5 ,6 2 0 9 5

7,8 0 0 0 2

9,10,11 JL J . Jk _J2

T otal 3 1 1 15

SCHOOL

GLEE STUDENT CLASS LITRARY
GRADES CLUB DRAMATICS COUNCIL OEFICBRS CLUB

9 1 0 1 1 0

10 1 0 0 0 0

11 _1 _0 _0 _0 0

* T otal 3 0 1 1 0

*Total number en ro lled  in  grades 9,10,11 7
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table VII

ATTENDANCE AT DANCES, MOVIES AND OTHER HOSPITAL ACTIVITIES 
BY CHILDREN OE AREA STUDIED

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     F O T "

<RAEE OBSERVATION AT DANCES ATTENDANCE AT MOVIES MEALS IN DINING ROOM ON GROUNDS

d5 Ooo

re o<rf H
§  3ct ow o £> <t}ci> oo og

§HCO P3

>1

d> o
W O3 o

inior Primary
.,2,3 2 4 7 2 4 7 2 0 11 2 7 4

1,5,6 2 3 4 2 4 3 1 1 7 2 4 3

?,8,9 2 2 7 3 2 6 1 1 9 2 4 5

L0,11 0 1 3 0 2 2 0 0 4 0 0 4

Total 6 10 21 7 12 18 4 2 31 6 15 16

Grand
Total 37 37 37 37
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TABLE V III

VISITS BY MATTHEW WHALEY TEACHERS TO HOMES OF CHILDREN 
LIVING IN THE AREA

SEPTEMBER 1944 -  JANUARY 1945

GRADES
NUMBER OF TEACHERS 

ON STAFF
NUMBER OF TEACHERS 

VISITING NUMBER OF VISITS

1 ,2 ,3 5 1 3

4 ,5 ,6 7 0 0

7,8 4 0 0

9,10,11 3 1 8

V is itin g  Teacher JL JL J2

T otal 20 3 13
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QUESTIONNAIRES USED IN GATHERING DATA.
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PARENTS' REACTION TO ENVIRONMENT

1. Do you ob jec t to  l iv in g  near the h o sp ita l?  __________

2. How long have you liv ed  here? _______________________

3. Does your work n e c e ss ita te  your liv in g  in  t h i s  area? __

4 . Are you d is tu rb ed  by the no ise  from the h o sp ita l?  ______

When? ________________

5. Are your ch ild ren  ever awakened by the  noise from the

h o sp ita l?  ________  O ccasionally? _ _ _ _ _ _  Never? ____

6. Can you see any nervousness on the  p a r t of th e  ch ild ren  when

th e re  is  unusual d istu rbance a t  the h o sp ita l?  __________

7. Have any escaped inm ates ever come to  your home? _________

How often? ____________________ _

8 . I s  th e re  anything in  your environment which causes you worry?

I f  so, what?  ______



ECONOMIC STATUS OF PARENTS

14

1. What type of work does f a th e r  do?

2. Where does f a th e r  work?  _____________________________________

I s  he a S ta te  employee? ______________

3. Has h is  sa la ry  been increased  since  1941? _____________ Did he

get a bonus? __________

4. Does he g e t s ic k  leave? _______  Hew long? _______ With o r w ithout

pay? ________

5. Does mother work? ___________ Hours _________________________

6. Do you own your home? ________ Rent? _ _ _ _ _ _  House owned by

S ta te?  •--------------  Live in  house?   Apartment?  Rooms

7. With what i s  house equipped? L ights?  TWater? _ _ _ _ _

Telephone? ________ Bathroom? ______ Number of rooms? L is t

8. Do you have an automobile? _____

9. Do you have a rad io? _________  How many?   O ther m usical

instrum ents?  _______________________________________

10. How many magazines do you take? _ _ _ _ _  L is t  ________________________

Books (approximate number owned) ______ Kinds: F ic tio n  ______

H isto ry   _____ Others __________________________________________

Newspapers (L is t)   _________________________________________
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QJJESTIONA TO PARENTS REGARDING VISITATION AND PARTICIPATION 
IN SCHOOL FUNCTIONS

1. How many tim es have you v is i te d  the school in  the  l a s t  two years?

F a th e r _______  M other______

2. Did you drop in ,  or were you in v ited  fo r  a s ^ i a l  occasion? ________

3. Did you f e e l  th a t  your v i s i t  was a p ro f i ta b le  one? Yes __ No   P a r tly

4 . Do you go to  P.T.A. meetings? U sually  _______ O ccasionally  _____ Never _____

5. Have you ever p a r tic ip a te d  in  P.T.A. programs? ______

6. Have you ever been a room mother? _____  Would you be w ill in g  to be

one? ________

7. Have you ever a s s is te d  in  the school c a fe te r ia ?  ____________

8. What teach ers  have v is i te d  you? _________  How often  th i s  year? _______
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PSYCHOLOGICAL QUESTIONS TO PARENT

1* Does _____________ l ik e  to  p lay  w ith o th e r ch ild ren? ______

2. Does he ge t h is  fe e l in g s  h u rt e a s ily ?  ________

R esu lt: Sulk ; cry ; tantrum s ______

3. I s  he bashful? _____ Forward? _____

4. I s  he a f ra id  of anything? _____ What?  ________

5. Has he ever been frig h ten ed  by inmates of th e  asylum? ______

6. Have you ever been frig h ten ed  by them? _____________________

7. Are you a f ra id  of the p a tie n ts?  Extremely  ; a l i t t l e  ;

not a t a l l  _____

8. Do you ever a ttend  dances a t  th e  h o sp ita l?  ______  How often?

9. Do you a ttend  movies a t the h o sp ita l?  _______  How often? __
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PARENTS, NATIONALITY, EDUCATION, RELIGION

1. Name of f a th e r  _______________ _____ _____________

B irthp lace  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Name of mother ,_____________ ____________________

B irth p lace  _______________________

2. Education:

Grade ____________  High School_____________

College _ _ _ _ _ _  Specia lized  work _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3. Church preference or a f f i l i a t i o n

F a th e r ___________  Mother ____________

4. Do you a tten d  church reg u la rly ?  ______

O ccasionally    Never __________

5. Do ch ild ren  a tten d  Sunday school? ______  Regularly

O ccasionally  _______  Never___________

6. Are you a member of any church organization? L is t

F a th e r   Mother____________



COMPOSITION OF FAMILY UNIT

1. Family Heads ___________________

2. Sons -  O ldest to  youngest (L is t)

Daughters -  ” ” ”

3. Adopted ch ild ren  (L ist)

4. O ther R e la tiv es:

Grandmother: P a te rn a l ------ M aternal

G randfather: n "

Aunts:

Uncles:

Other:



INFORMATION ON CHILD FROM SCHOOL RECORDS

Name __________________ ____________________

Grade _________________

Repeated _______  How often. ________ Reasons

I .  Q. _______

I n te r e s t s  __________________ _

Talent s __________________  _ _ _ _ _ _

E x tra -c u r r ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s   _

G eneral s c h o la s tic  a b i l i t y  ___________ ______



QUESTIONS TO TEACHERS ABOUT CHILDREN

What kind of work h a b its  does _________ _

How does he ge t along w ith  h is  classm ates?

Does he get to  work promptly? _______

Does he f in is h  a job w ithou t prodding?

I s  he working to  capacity? ___________

Does he f in d  th in g s  to  do w ithout being to ld ?  

How i s  he in  s k i l l s ?

Does he work w e ll w ith  th e  group? __

Does he co n trib u te  to c la ss  planning?

Does he seem w ell ad justed?

Em otionally? _______   S ocia lly?



INFORMATION FROM TEACHERS REGARDING PAST HISTORY OF CHILD

Has th e re  been any unusual em otional c o n f l ic ts  in  ___

school experiences ________  I f  so,

What? _______________________________________

Causes ______

Remedy _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Has ____________________  ever been a member of a gang?

Has th e re  been any tro u b le  w ith  paren t s;??  _____

Over what? ___ ___ __________

Outcome?
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QUESTIONS TO CHILD REGARDING HOME CONDITIONS

1. Do you have a room to  y o u rse lf?

2. How many sleep  in  your room?

3. Do you sleep  alone? __________ 1** n o t, how many in  bed?

4. Where do you study? ________ _ I s  i t  qu ite?  _________

5. Where do you keep your personal th ings?  _______________

6. When do you go to  bed?

Get up? _________

7. Do you help  your fa th e r?  _______  How?

8. Do you help your mother? _______  How?



ECONOMIC STATUS OF CHILD

Do you have an allowance? .   How much?

Do you earn  any money? _________  How?_________

How much? _________________

Do you have a paper route? ______________

Have you ever had one? _________

Why did you give i t  up? ____________

Do you work during the summer? _______  Where?

Are you working p art-tim e now? ________  Where?
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PSYCHOLOGICAL QUESTIONS TO CHILD REGARDING 
FRIENDS AND SCHOOL

1. Do the  ch ild ren  in  your room l ik e  to  p lay  w ith  you? ______

2. Did you- ever run away?   Why? ____________________

3. Have you always lik ed  your teachers? ___________________________

4. Do you p a r t ic ip a te  in  games? _______  What kinds? ________

Dramatics?  ________

Glee Club? ____________

O ther a c t iv i t ie s ?  _______________________________________

5. Do you l ik e  to  t e l l  the group about your experiences? ______

I f  n o t, why not?  _______________________________

6. Are you a f ra id  of anything? _____  What? _____ _____________

7. Are th e re  c la sse s  which you would have lik ed  but did not have

an opportun ity  to  do so? __________ _ What?



CHILD'S REACTION TO ENVIRONMENT 25

1. F rie n d s :

l a )  avoided by o thers?  _____  (b) teased? ______

(c } snuWaed? _______  (d) w ell liked?  __________
4

2 .  Do your f r ie n d s  come to  see you in  your home? _________

How often? _______________ Where do you e n te r ta in  them?

3. Do you p lay  in  th e  h o s p ita l grounds? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

What p a rt?  ____________  Kinds of games _______________

4. VJhere do you p lay  on cold o r stormy days? _____________ _

5. Where do your th ree  b e s t f r ie n d s  liv e?

6. How often  do you v i s i t  your f r ien d s?  N early every day _________

Twice a week? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Once a week? __________________

Not a t  a l l  ______________

7. Do you have a hobby? ________  What i s  i t ?   _____ _______________ ____

8. Do your f r ie n d s  help you work on your hobby? __________________________

9. Do you a tten d  dances a t  E .S.H .? _____________

10. Do you a tten d  movies a t  E .S.H .? _____________

.11. Do you mind passing th e  h o sp ita l?  ___________

12. Do you mind the Negroes? .

13. How do you f e e l  about th e  environment (neighborhood) in  which you liv e?
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CASE 1

Mrs. Remar is  a p s y c h ia t r is t  on the s ta f f  of the E astern  

S ta te  H o sp ita l, where she has been employed fo r  th ree  y ea rs . Her 

f i r s t  husband has been dead fo r  a number of years and she has 

rem arried . Her p resen t husband has r e t i r e d  from the Navy a f te r  

t h i r t y  years of se rv ice  and is  now l iv in g  in  W illiamsburg. They 

have a f i r s t - f l o o r  apartm ent in  one of the apartm ent houses fo r  

employees.

Mrs. Remar and the two ch ild ren , Lewis and Nora, were born 

in  Pennsylvania. They are members of th e  Episcopal Church.

The ch ild ren  a ttend  Matthew Whaley School. Nora i s  in  the  

b e t te r  sec tio n  of the  eigh th  grade and Lewis i s  in  the  f i f t h  grade.

The mother does not a ttend  any school functions re g u la r ly .

Her work i s  of such n a tu re  as to demand a l l  her daytime hours. However, 

she does come to  school when requested by the te ach e r. She seems to fe e l 

th a t the c h i ld 's  education and adjustm ent to school s i tu a tio n s  i s  the 

school’ s problem. During an in terv iew  w ith  the  te ach er, she sa id , ”1 

send Lewis to  school to  be taught co rrec t h a b its " . The teacher came 

back w ith , "You know b e t te r  than th a t ,  do c to r, you know h a b its  are  begun 

in  infancy in  the home". The parent then adm itted h e r p lace in  the 

c h i ld 's  t r a in in g  and said  she would do what she could to  help Lewis a t 

home.

Nora, th e  o ld e r, i s  a very c lev e r, w ell ad ju sted  ch ild . She 

has an I.Q . of about 110 and does above average work. She has a wide
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c i r c le  of f r ie n d s  and i s  w ell l ik e d . She belongs to  the G ir l Scouts, 

M usical P in afo res  (branch of Glee C lub), Stamp Team, and the Jun io r 

A u x ilia ry  a t  Bruton P a rish  Church. Her teach ers  say she i s  consc ien tious 

and dependable.
they

Nora’ s th ree  b e s t f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  town a n d „ v is it each o th e r inA

th e i r  homes q u ite  freq u en tly . She l ik e s  geology and plans to study i t  

when she goes to  c o lleg e . When asked i f  th e re  were any courses she 

would l ik e  to  take in  high school which were not o ffe red , she sa id ,

"Yes, I ’d l ik e  to  take geology” . She c o l le c ts  rocks as a hobby.

Nora spends much of her time out of school in  th e  E astern  

S ta te  H o sp ita l grounds. Both she and h e r b ro th e r have t h e i r  meals 

in  th e  d in ing  room; she has attended a couple of s ta f f  dances and has 

helped to  decorate  the tre e  a t Christmas; she a ttends the movies 

every F riday  n ig h t; r o l l e r  skates on the walks and buys candy in  the 

canteen.

Nora has a room to  h e rs e lf  in  which she s tu d ie s . She goes 

to  bed about 9:00 o r 9:30 almost every n ig h t. She has an allowance 

every week. She l ik e s  to  ta lk  w ith her mother about her m other’ s 

cases a t  the h o s p ita l .  She says psych iatry  in te r e s ts  her very much.

She seems q u ite  pleased w ith  the idea of having her s te p fa th e r  w ith  

them.

The school has given Nora every opportunity  to be a le ad e r, 

jnsiirLly because she is  dependable and e f f ic ie n t .  I t  might be b e t te r  

i f  she were not given q u ite  so much to  do, since th e re  seems to  be 

a tendency on her p a r t to be ’’a ffe c te d ” .
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Lewis, who i s  in  the  f i f t h  grade, i s  em otionally immature. 

In  an in te rv iew  w ith  h is  te ach e r, the in v e s t ig a to r  found th a t he 

had d i f f i c u l ty  in  th e  group on account of h is  im m aturity. His 

mother does not have much time f o r  him and he shows the need of 

a p aren t in  the  home during h is  out of school hours. Lewis sa id ,

" I can’t  do many th in g s  w ith  my mother because she works. Some­

tim es on Sunday we go r id in g .” His out of school l i f e  i s  very 

c lo se ly  t ie d  up w ith  th e  h o sp ita l .

Two of Lewis’ best f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  town and a th i rd  frien d  

l iv e s  out in  the  country. A fr ie n d  who l iv e s  in  the same block 

v i s i t s  him freq u en tly , the o th e rs  ra re ly .  He plays in sid e  the

grounds w ith  one of the  p a t ie n ts ,  ’’Yes, I  p lay w ith  B illy  ___ ,

he’ s a p a t ie n t .  He’ s kinda mixed up. He’ s ju s t  t h i r t e e n ,” said 

Lewis. He goes to  the dances fo r  the employees and a ttends the  

movies every Friday n ig h t. When the  in v e s t ig a to r  asked him i f  

he was a f ra id  of anything, he re p lie d , ’’Sometimes I ’m a fra id  of

the  dark  -  when I  was fo u r my s i s t e r  used to  scare  me in  the  d a rk .”

Lewis s leeps alone, he goes to  bed about 9:00 p.m.

He has a desk in  h is  room and does h is  home work th e re . He c o lle c ts

small s ta tu e s  as a hobby. He has an allowance of tw enty-five cen ts  a

week and sometimes makes ex tra  money by helping the maid.

The teach er has not v is ite d  in  the home and did not have a 

c le a r  p ic tu re  of Lewis’ close a sso c ia tio n s  w ith  the h o s p ita l .
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CASE 2

The Looks l iv e  in  a very n ice house, which they r e n t .  While 

in  the  a rea  of the  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l, they are  in  no way d ir e c t ly  

in fluenced  by i t ,  s ince  they are  no t employees of the  h o s p ita l ,  nor 

are  of th e  same so c ia l s ta tu s  as th e  m ajo rity  o f people in  the a rea .

The home i s  very w ell fu rn ish ed . They have a rad io ; take magazines 

and newspapers.

Mr. Look, now a l ie u te n a n t in  the Navy and s ta tio n ed  in  the 

P a c if ic ,  was employed by the  W illiamsburg R esto ra tio n  before the  War. 

Lieut.L6ok i s  a Canadian, w hile Mrs. Look i s  from Pennsylvania. They 

are both co lleg e  g raduates.

The Looks have fo u r ch ild ren . C atherine, th e  o ld e s t ,  i s  in  

th e  f i r s t  grade a t  school. The o th e rs , two g i r l s  and a baby boy, are  

too young f o r  school.

Mrs. Look doesn’ t  v i s i t  the school p rim arily  because she has 

no one w ith  whom to  leave the ch ild ren . She seems q u ite  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  

the school and wants to  do what she can to  help  C atherine a d ju s t to  i t .  

They are members of th e  C atholic Church, which they a ttend  re g u la r ly .

C atherine i s  s ix  and in  her f i r s t  year in  school. She has 

an I .  Q. o f about 130 and does ex ce llen t classroom work. She i s  mature 

in  h e r th in k in g  and q u ite  capable of fac ing  a problem c le a r ly , but i s  

determined to  have h er own way, whether r ig h t o r wrong. The in v e s tig a to r  

found her qu ite  d if f e r e n t  in  her home, where she assumes r e s p o n s ib il i ty  

and makes a very charming h o s tess , although th e re  was evidence o f a 

tendency to  manage the  younger ch ild ren . Knowing of the re s p o n s ib il i ty
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placed on C atherine in  the home, th e  teach er t r i e d  to  find  ways of 

g iv ing  h er re s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  th e  school, but in  an e n t ir e ly  d if fe re n t  

channel, which d id  not involve having o th e rs  work: under h e r.

C ath erin e’ s b e s t f r ie n d , the  daughter of a co llege p ro fesso r, 

l iv e s  in  another p a r t  of town. Another fr ie n d  liv e s  on the  same 

s t r e e t  q u ite  near the  h o s p ita l .  They are a l l  in  the  same room a t 

school and are of about the  same mental a b i l i t y .

The environment in  which Catherine l iv e s  does not seem 

to  have handicapped her in  any way.
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CASE 3

Dr. Tarry i s  connected with, the  h o sp ita l  in  an im portant p o s itio n . 

N either he nor Mrs. Tarry has been in  W illiamsburg long enough to  give 

any comment on th e  environm ental fo rc e s  w ith in  th e  a re a . He i s  not 

a ffec ted  s o c ia l ly  because of h is  p o s itio n  w ith  th e  h o s p ita l .

The Tarrys have two boys; B i l l ,  who i s  in  the e igh th  grade, and 

Jo, in  the  f i f t h .  They are normal s tu d en ts  doing average work in  th e i r  

resp ec tiv e  g rades. There i s  no s o c ia l  stigma attached  to  them a t  a l l .

Both boys say of them selves, ”1 get nervous” . However, since 

they have been in  W illiam sburg such a sh o rt tim e, i t  must be caused by 

something e a r l i e r  in  t h e i r  childhood. Jo , however, was a ffe c te d  by the 

p a tie n ts  in  th e  h o sp ita l when he f i r s t  came. He was by na tu re  very r e ­

t i r in g ,  and unable to  get the group’ s a t te n tio n , so he began mimicing 

the p a t ie n ts  in  th e  h o s p ita l .  His te ach e r had a conference w ith  h is  

p aren ts  in  t h i s  connection, a f te r  which J o ’ s in t e r e s t  was d iv e rted  from 

the h o s p ita l .

N either of the boys i s  allowed to  a ttend  the movies or dances a t 

the h o sp ita l re g u la r ly . They have been on one or two occasions. Jo 

sa id , ’’Daddy won’ t  l e t  me p lay  over in  the h o s p ita l grounds” . They have 

fr ie n d s  in  d i f f e re n t  p a r ts  of town and v i s i t  each o th e r freq u en tly .
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CASE 4

Mr. and Mrs. D artz and th e i r  young daughter, Linda, l iv e  

in  a fu rn ish ed  apartment in  one of the houses belonging to  E astern  

S ta te  H o sp ita l. The apartm ent has been redecorated  th i s  year and 

is  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i t y  and running w ater.

Mrs. D artz i s  a m edical do c to r, employed a t the h o s p ita l .

Mr. D artz i s  a seaman in  th e  Navy and i s  s ta tio n ed  a t  Camp Peary.

They are Europeans by b i r t h ,  but have become American c i t iz e n s .

They escaped from one of th e  European co u n tries  which was l a t e r

occupied by th e  N azi. Mrs. D artz received  her education  in  Vienna, 

w hile Mr. D artz attended  Harvard U n iv ers ity  a f te r  coming to  the 

United S ta te s .  They are P ro te s ta n ts , but do not a tten d  Church.

The D artzs have been in  W illiamsburg since the f i r s t  of 

1945. Both paren ts  have v is i te d  the school a number of tim es, 

e i th e r  to  c a l l  fo r  th e i r  daughter, o r to  ask fo r  a book when she 

was out s ic k . Dr. D artz came to  an evening meeting of the  P.T.A. 

once. She sa id  to  the  te ach e r on one occasion, "What n ice books 

you have in  t h i s  country! -  -  You have such wonderful schools in  

t h i s  coun try ."

Linda i s  s ix  and in  h e r f i r s t  year in  school. She i s  a 

very in te l l ig e n t  ch ild  and does ex ce llen t work in  school. She 

reads f a r  beyond her grade le v e l .  She does not mix w ith  ch ild ren  

very much. They lik e  her and she g e ts  along n ice ly  w ith them, but 

she seems to  p re fe r  to  be along much of th e  tim e. Linda i s n ’ t  d is ­

turbed by the  p a tie n ts  a t  the  h o s p ita l -  she i s n ’t  a f ra id  of anything.
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Linda takes  her meals a t  the  h o sp ita l w ith  h e r mother. 

Dr. D artz  has one of the p a t ie n ts  to  care fo r  the apartment and 

look a f t e r  Linda when she i s  out of school.

Linda was q u ite  reserved  a t  f i r s t  and d id  not p lay w ell 

w ith  o th e r  c h ild re n . The te ach e r found l i t t l e  ways of g e ttin g  

her to  work w ith  o th e rs  in  a sm all group. She g rad u a lly  became 

in te re s te d  in  the  games th e  o th e rs  played and began v is i t in g  the 

g i r l s  in  her c la s s , who liv e d  near h e r .
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CASE 5

The N ivins home i s  a r a th e r  old tw o-sto ry  frame s tru c tu re , 

q u ite  n ea r the  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. The house i s  la rg e  and 

f a i r l y  w ell fu rn ish ed . I t  i s  equipped w ith  running w ater, bath , e le c ­

t r i c i t y ,  rad io , and te lephone. The N ivins re n t the house.

Mr. N ivin has been employed as a d r iv e r  fo r  a W illiamsburg 

firm . Mrs. N ivin does not work o u ts id e  of the  home. The fa th e r  has a 

high school education  but th e  mother i s  only a grade school graduate.

They were both bom in  V irg in ia . T heir church preference i s  B a p tis t.

Mr. and Mrs. Nivin have f iv e  ch ild ren . The o ld e s t son was 

a ttend ing  co llege  a t  the  time he was inducted in to  the Army. The next 

son had ju s t  f in ish e d  high school when he went in to  the Navy. Both 

boys have been overseas fo r  some tim e. The one in  the  Navy g e ts  in to  an 

E astern  p o rt o ccasio n a lly . The only daughter graduated from high school 

in  1944 and has been working as a c le rk  in  a lo c a l s to re  ever s in ce .

The two younger boys, Ben, tw elve, and Barry, n ine , are  both  a tten d in g  

Matthew Whaley School.

Mr. Nivin i s  not ac tiv e  in  school a f f a i r s .  Mrs. Nivin has 

shoivn no in te r e s t  in  the school s ince her two o ld e r  sons have been in  

the War. The o ld e r boys are a l l  th a t  she w il l  ta lk  about. When d isc u ss ­

ing the  ch ild ren  w ith  the  in v e s tig a to r , she would keep coming back to 

the two boys overseas. " I ’d ju s t  d ie  i f  anything happened to  them. I  

say I  would be w il l in g  to  ju s t  d ie  i f  I  could have them both b ack .”

She seems to  f e e l  b i t t e r  toward anyone who doesn’ t  have someone in  the 

serv ice  overseas. When th e  in v e s t ig a to r  asked who Ben’ s teach er was,
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she re p lie d , "I don’ t  know who Ben’ s te ach er i s  -  I  don’ t  know 

much about the  school -  I ’m so w orried about my two boys o v e rse a s .” 

The in v e s t ig a to r  was unable to get any reac tio n  towards 

environment, school, or church. However, i t  was p la in  th a t  the 

home was su ffe rin g  as a re s u lt  of the mother’ s constant f e a r  fo r  

and abso rp tion  in  th e  two o lder sons. Her only comment was, ”I f  

we go crazy, a l l  th e y ’l l  have to  do i s  throw us over the  w a l l .”

Ben, the  o ld e s t boy a t  home, i s  in  the  s ix th  grade. He 

has an I.Q,. of about 100 and does average work. He had never 

shown any sp ec ia l in te r e s t  in  any school a c t iv i t i e s  u n t i l  he was 

e lec ted  chairman of the  H all Committee. One of h is  teach ers  

commented on h is  permanent record card, "No v i s i t s  or word from 

p a ren ts" . However, a check-up showed th a t  the teacher had not 

v is i te d  e i th e r ,  although she had been Ben’ s te ach e r fo r  a year and 

a h a l f ,  and Ben liv ed  w ith in  easy walking d istance  from the school. 

Ben said  he had not lik ed  a l l  of h is  te ach e rs . He mentioned two 

th a t  he had lik ed  very  much, one of who was responsib le  fo r  h is  

being on the H all Committee.

Ben’ s best fr ie n d s  are two boys in  h is  room who do not f e e l  

secure in  home o r school. Ben would l ik e  more science and more shop 

work in  school. He does not l ik e  the asylum. He said he had skated 

over th e re  sometimes, but didn’ t  go o ften  because he was a fa id  he’d 

dateh  d ise a se s . He never goes to  watch the dances and hasn’t  been to 

a movie fo r  over a year. VJhen asked i f  he lik ed  where he liv e d , he 

re p lie d , "No, I  don’ t  l ik e  i t ,  i t ’ s too near the  asylum ." He has a
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coin c o lle c t io n  to  which he i s  adding. He has a paper ro u te , and

g e ts  an allowance of ^1.00 on Saturday fo r  helping h is  f a th e r  on th e

tru ck . He s leep s  w ith  h is  l i t t l e  b ro th er and has no re g u la r  bedtim e, 

but averages about 9:00 o ’ clock. Ben i s  adolescent and needs to  f e e l  

more se c u rity  in  th e  home.

Barry i s  nine and in  the th ird  grade. He has an I .  Q.

of 78 and i s  q u ite  d e f in i te ly  a slow le a rn e r . However, he i s  a

p lodder and u su a lly  gets the work completed a f te r  some prodding by 

th e  te a c h e r . His b e s t f r ie n d s  are boys in  h is  room a t school, one of 

whom i s  a next door neighbor, while the o thers  l iv e  across town.

Barry l ik e s  school, p a r t ic u la r ly  science and b a l l  games.

He c o l le c ts  stamps, m arbles, and souvenirs. He, too, goes on the 

truck  w ith  h is  f a th e r .  He a lso  s'tays away from the  h o s p ita l .  He 

sa id , " I  used to  go over to the  asylum to the movies, but I  don’ t  any 

m ore." However, the  movies are open only to  employees of the E astern  

S ta te  H osp ita l and th e i r  fa m ilie s , so th a t may be one of the reasons 

the N ivin boys have stopped a tten d in g . Ilis  te ach e r says th a t  he t r i e s  

to  be "a big sho t" , but th a t  he i s  not p a r t ic u la r ly  good as a le ad e r.

The te ach e r has t r i e d  to  lead him in to  schoolroom a c t iv i t i e s  which 

give him an opportunity  to  be someone, to  gain reco g n itio n  and a t the 

same time develop le ad e rsh ip . An example of the attem pt on the  p a rt 

of the te a c h e r to  develop lead ersh ip  is  shown in  a l i t t l e  p lay  given 

in  th e  classroom . Barry and some of the o th e rs  in  h is  c la ss  had read 

a sto ry  and decided to  dramatize i t .  The teacher guided Barry in to  

d ire c tin g  the  d ram atization  in  a way which would give him an opportunity  

f o r  lead e rsh ip  and a t the same time curb any tendency toward s i l l in e s s .
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CASE 6

The Norman home i s  a la rg e  tw o-sto ry  frame house near the 

h o s p ita l .  One en te rs  a small dark hallw ay and to  the r ig h t  i s  a room 

which i s  used as a living-room-bedroom com bination. There are  two 

o th e r bedrooms dow nstairs and a k itch en . The u p s ta ir s  bedrooms are  

ren ted . The house is  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i t y  and running w ater.

There i s  no te lep h o n e . The only rooms heated dow nstairs are the liv in g  

room and k itch en . Mrs. Norman sa id  she was unable to  heat her o th e r 

rooms on account o f an inadequate amount of fu e l  o i l .  The house i s  

qu ite  near the s t r e e t  and the  path  in  f ro n t of the  house i s  o ften

muddy fo r  th e re  i s  no pavement.

Mr. Norman i s  a b r ic k la y e r  and has a l l  the work he can handle

which n e ts  him a very good income. Mrs. Norman does not work ou tside

of the  home, but i s  kept busy keeping the house and tak in g  care of the 

small c h ild re n . Mr. and %?s. Norman ar@ both V irg in ians. They 

completed grade school, bu t were married before they f in ish e d  high 

school. Their church p reference i s  C h ris tian  S e ie n t is t .

The Normans have seven ch ild ren . The o ld e s t daughter l e f t  

school in  her sen io r year to  ge t m arried . Two g i r l s  and two boys are 

in  school and th e re  are  two ch ild ren  a t home. The Normans o f fe r  no 

c r it ic is m  of t h e i r  environment e i th e r  way. They do not appear to  be 

neighborly  w ith  th e i r  neighbors. Mrs. Norman w il l  cooperate w ith  the  

school in so fa r  as  she can see her way, however, she i s  in c lin ed  to  

make what appears to  be an unnecessary number of excuses fo r  her 

ch ild re n . In  two in s ta n c e s , i f  not more, they have put up th e i r  

c h ild re n ’ s ages to  ge t them in to  school, the reason probably being
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th a t  th e re  were so many l i t t l e  ones a t home th a t  they  wanted to 

get as many as p ossib le  out of the  way.

E la in e , the  o ld e st daughter, has been q u ite  i l l  w ith  a 

se rio u s  in fe c tio n  of the  le g . This cond ition  has re su lted  in  her 

being q u ite  spoiled  and in c lin ed  to  want to  have her own way.

She d id  average work in  school, but was not happy because she was 

co n s tan tly  f ig h tin g  f o r  a p lace in  so c ie ty  which she did  not seem 

able to  a t t a in .  She was in  between two c la sse s  of so c ie ty , not 

wishing to  mingle w ith  the lower c la s s  and not able to  reach 

su ccessfu lly  the  next le v e l.  She was a t t r a c t iv e  and a good dancer, 

but ra re ly  had a da te  fo r  a dance. So i t  was in e v ita b le  when Joe 

came along and began showering a t te n tio n  on h er she f e l l  in  love 

and m arried him on h is  f i r s t  leave . There was no opposition  from . 

h er mother f o r  she h e r s e lf  had married a t s ix te e n . Even though 

th e  te ach e rs  in  the  school knew about i t ,  her homeroom teacher 

made no e f f o r t  to  g e t  her e i th e r  to  remain in  school, o r re tu rn  

and complete the year. The in v e s tig a to r  ta lk ed  to  E laine a f te r  

h e r m arriage and she sa id , " I  probably wouldn’t  have married u n t i l  

a f t e r  I ’d graduated i f  th ings a t school had been d if f e r e n t .  I  

might have come back afterw ard and f in ish e d , but there  was nothing 

to  come fo r .  The only teach er th a t  cared  What I  did was Miss X . ” 

E la ine  said she d id  not l ik e  the neighborhood in  which she liv ed  

or any o f the people in  i t .

Jane, the next daughter, is  in  the s ix th  grade. She i s  

twelve and has repeated  two grades. She s ta r te d  to  school in  the 

f i r s t  grade when she was ju s t f iv e  and when she moved she went back
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to  k inde rga rten  and then to  f i r s t  grade. She has an I.Q . of 100 

and i s  doing average work f o r  her grade. Two of her b e s t f r ie n d s  

l iv e  in  another sec tio n  of town while a th ird  l iv e s  in  the  country.

Her hobby is  c o lle c tin g  dogs and d o l ls .  She says she i s n ’t  a f ra id  

of anything and "can tame a mean dog". She does not mind the 

h o s p ita l  fo r  h e r s e lf ,  fo r  she sk a tes  over th e re , goes to  the h o s p ita l 

canteen, watches the Wednesday n igh t dances and sometimes goes to  

the F riday  movies w ith  some of the k ids around th e re .

Jane has a gaper rou te  from which she earns enough to  

buy her own c lo th es  and have spending money. She says, " I ’d l ik e  

to  l iv e  somewhere e lse  fo r  mother’ s and the k id s ' sake. The house 

i s n ' t  com fortable and i t s  too near the  asylum." Jane has repeated 

a grade a t two d if fe re n t  le v e ls .  While capable of doing many th in g s 

q u ite  w ell, she would ra th e r  do the th in g s she l ik e s  to  do. She has 

made a place fo r  h e rs e lf  in  the so c ia l standing of the room by her 

a b i l i ty  to do unusual s tu h ts  and dances. Teachers have not been very 

successfu l in  g e ttin g  her to  f i t  smoothly in to  the planning and 

executing of c la ss  work.

Kay i s  next and i s  in the th ird  grade. She is  a very se n s itiv e  

c h ild . She was out of school a year, due to  speech d e fe c ts . She does 

average classroom work and enjoys school. Her b est f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  

another p a r t o f town. She says they do not v i s i t  her o ften , "I d o n 't  

th in k  any of them lik e  me", she says, although the teach er says th a t 

th e re  i s  a l i t t l e  g i r l  in  the room q u ite  devoted to  Kay. She doesn’ t  

p lay  in  the  h o sp ita l grounds, or to to any of th e i r  even ts. She has 

been to  movies once or tw ice with Jane. She shares a bed w ith her
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s i s t e r .  Her bedtime v a r ie s  between seven and e ig h t o’ c lock . Kay 

l ik e s  to  go to work w ith  h er f a th e r  and p ile  b rick s  fo r  him. She 

earns money by help ing  h er mother. She is  mature fo r  h er years and 

w il l  more than l ik e ly  reach adolescence a t a much younger age than 

th e  average. The te a c h e r  understands th i s  and does what she can to

help the ch ild  to  be ready fo r  adolescence when i t  comes. There are

in d ic a tio n s  of i t  a lready  and th e  teach er sen t th§ v is i t in g  teacher 

to  th e  home to ta lk  to  the  mother. "The b o y -g irl s i tu a tio n  has been 

smoothed out and Kay i s  very happy” , sa id  the te ach e r.

Joe, th e  only boy, i s  in  the second grade. He seems to  be

somewhat in  a fog in  school. He does very poor work and shows no

in i t i a t i v e .  He p lays w ith the boys in  h is  room, i s  agreeable , but 

never a le ad e r. His b e s t  fr ie n d  l iv e s  next door to  him. The 

in v e s t ig a to r  asked the teach er how Joe was doing in  the classroom and 

how w ell adjusted s o c ia lly . The te a c h e r’ s rep ly  was, ”He i s n ’t  doing 

anyth ing . He doesn’ t  p a r t ic ip a te  in  anything. There are  ju s t  too 

many ch ild ren  in  the  fam ily ."  The teach er has not been successfu l 

in  fin d in g  any p a r t ic u la r  in te r e s t  of Joe’ s .

Y irgie i s  spoiled  and used to  having her own way. She f e l t  

the  p ressure of classroom work and would say th a t she had a pain  in  her 

stomach in  o rder to  get the  teacher to  send her home. The mother f in a l ly  

succeeded in  g e ttin g  her to  stay  in  school. V irgie is  not dependable 

and not always t r u th fu l .  She w il l  t e l l  s to r ie s  in  order to  have her 

own way o r to  fu rn ish  an a l i b i .  On one occasion she went home and to ld  

h e r mother th a t the teach er had spanked her, when a l l  the te ach er had 

done was to remove her from the group fo r  bad behavior.
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Y irg ie  has an I .  Q,. of 100. She u su a lly  works up to  her 

capac ity  i f  she understands what i s  to  be done. She has f a i r l y  

good work h a b its  when once she g e ts  down to  i t ,  but she has a 

very hard time keeping account of h er p en c il and paper, even though 

she has a cub ic le  to  h e r s e lf .  She i s  very g race fu l, dances 

b e a u t ifu l ly  and has a n ice sing ing  voice.
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CASE 7

The Youngs l iv e  in  th e i r  own home near the  E astern  S ta te  

H o sp ita l. The house i s  q u ite  la rg e  and a t p resen t houses th ree  

fam ily u n i ts .  The Youngs l iv e  on the f i r s t  f lo o r ,  which c o n s is ts  

of two bedrooms, l iv in g  room, k itch en  and b a th . The second f lo o r  

has two bedrooms and ba th . I t  i s  occupied by two m arried couples.

The house i s  equipped w ith  running w ater and e l e c t r i c i ty .

Mr. Young i s  not employed, since he i s  no t m entally  a b le .

He has form erly been an inmate of the E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. Mrs.

Young has been an a tten d an t a t  the  h o sp ita l fo r  twenty-two years  and 

i s  s t i l l  a c t iv e ly  engaged in  the same job . She has received  sa la ry  

in c reases  along w ith  o th e r S ta te  employees and a bonus. She says 

h e r s ick  leave accum ulates, but i t  has to  be taken in  the h o s p ita l .

She has worked n ig h t duty fo r  te n  years .

Both Mr. and Mrs. Young have a grade school education . They 

claim  the  B ap tis t Church as th e i r  church p reference , but do not a tte n d . 

Mrs. Young’ s working hours make i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  her to  go to  church 

or to  get the ch ild ren  o ff  to  school. She has been unable to  p a r t ic ip a te  

in  any school a c t iv i t i e s ,  but has come to  the  school by appointment a t 

the request of th e  p r in c ip a l and te ach e rs . They accept th e i r  environ­

ment w ithou t comment.

The Youngs have fou r ch ild ren  of th e i r  own and Mrs. Young’ s 

nephew l iv e s  w ith  them. The e ld e r  daughter i s  married and a t  p resen t 

she and h e r young daughter are liv in g  w ith  them. The e ld e r  son , 

stopped school in  h is  sen io r year to  jo in  the Navy and has been on
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sea duty fo r  over a year. The younger daughter, Barbara, was in  

the n in th  grade a t  th e  time of her w ithdraw al. The youngest ch ild ,

B il ly ,  i s  fo u r and spends much of h is  time w ith  h is  mother on the 

h o s p ita l wards. He s leeps on the  ward most of the  tim e, un less the 

daughters are home to  look a f t e r  him. Jaek, the  nephew, i s  twelve 

and in  th e  rem edial fo u rth  grade a t  Matthew Whaley.

Mrs. Young seems very anxious to  have her ch ild ren  

succeed in  school. When ta lk in g  about Jim, th e  one in  the  Navy, she 

sa id , "Jim wanted to  graduate, but he wanted to  jo in  the Navy and i f  

he had w aited the d ra f t  would have g o tten  him and then he would have 

nad no ch o ice ."  Then she added, "I don’t  know what’ s the m atter w ith 

Barbara, she ju s t  won’ t  go to  school. Jim wrote her from Hawaii to  

keep on going to  school and g raduate. He sa id  he wants to f in is h  when 

he comes back", than she sa id , "I wish I  could come up to  the school to 

see about the ch ild ren , but I  ju s t  can’ t " .

Barbara en ro lled  in  the n in th  grade in  September, but 

withdrew sh o rtly  afterw ards to go to Newport News to  l iv e  w ith her 

aunt and go to  school th e re , but she went to  work in s te a d . She cut 

her hand and had to  stop  working a f te r  which she retu rned  to 

W illiamsburg, but not to  school. The teach er v is ite d  the home to 

t r y  to g e t her to  re tu rn  to  school, but was unsuccessfu l. ’The te ach ers  

arranged to  g ive Barbara the  c lasses  she wanted to  take and the home room 

te ach er made sev era l v i s i t s  to  the home to  t r y  to  s tra ig h te n  out the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  but was unsuccessful in  g e ttin g  her to  re tu rn . She s ta l le d  

fo r  time u n t i l  she was s ix teen  and no longer under the compulsory
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attendance law. However, th e  home room teacher f e e l s  th a t  i f  the school 

had begun work on her case sooner, they might have been able to have kept 

her in  school.

Jack , th e  nephew, i s  approxim ately twelve years o ld  and i s  in  the  

slow moving fo u rth  grade. H is mother died of tu b e rc u lo s is  of the spine 

when he was born. No one knows anything about h is  f a th e r .  Jack has an 

I .  Q. of about 75. He does very poor work in  s k i l l s ,  bu t loves to  do 

shop work and odd jobs around the school. r/Jhen he was younger, he was 

su b jec t to  temper tantrum s, but has p ra c t ic a l ly  outgrown them. He lik e s  

to  do th ing jsffo r people and loves p ra is e .  His best f r ie n d s  are boys th a t 

l iv e  in  h is  sec tio n  of town. He loves to  c o l le c t  Army and Navy in s ig n ia  

which he keeps locked in  a box "way up on a sh e lf" . Jack i s  a t  home 

anywhere in  town. He i s  p e rfe c tly  a t  ease w ith the c iv i l  and the  sp ec ia l 

p o lic e .

Jack loves small ch ild ren  and w il l  take ex ce lle n t care of them.

He i s  dependable when given a job o r sent on an errand .

The teach er stud ied  Jack and h is  environment very c lo se ly  and 

t r i e d  to  fin d  th in g s  which could t i e  up w ith h is  school l i f e  and in  th a t 

way make him contended a t school. Such in c id en ts  as the fo llow ing  are  

help ing  to  keep him in  school and out of tro u b le : A teach er gave him a

f iv e  d o l la r  b i l l  and sent him to  pay the  telephone b i l l .  He did i t  g ladly  

and brought back the  c o rre c t change. A primary teach er was detained  in  the 

c a fe te r ia  one day and asked Jack to  take her c la ss  up to  the room. He did 

i t  p e r fe c tly  and when she a rr iv e d  te n  minutes l a t e r  the room was q u ie t and

every ch ild  working a t some job.

The school and community re a l iz e  th a t Jack i s  not a studen t, bu t 

w i l l  probably develop in to  a trustw orthy , dependable c i t iz e n  w ith th e i r  

help . He i s  being helped in  every way possib le  to  th i s  end.
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CASE 8

The Manses l iv e  q u ite  close to  one of the b u ild in g s in  which 

p a t ie n ts  are  allowed to  come out on bar enclosed porches. The house 

i s  a tw o-sto ry  s tru c tu re  in  e x c e lle n t cond ition . The Manses l iv e  in  

the u p s ta ir s  apartm ent, but have the use of the dow nstairs l iv in g  room 

which i s  a t t r a c t iv e ly  fu rn ished . The house i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i ty  

and running w ater. There i s  a k itch en  and one bedroom, in  which a l l  the 

fam ily s leep . They do not have a te lephone.

Mr. Manse i s  employed as A ss is tan t Engineer a t  the E astern  S ta te  

H o sp ita l. He has been employed th e re  fo r  a number of yeahs and received 

the b e n e f its  given a l l  S ta te  employees. Mrs. Manse i s  employed as 

t i c k e t  agent a t  the W illiamsburg Greyhound Bus Term inal. Both Mr. and 

Mrs. Nanse are  n a tiv e  V irg in ian s . They went to  the  same high school.

Mrs. Nanse has business tra in in g  in  a d d itio n  to  her high school education . 

The fam ily  i s  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  the B ap tis t Church in  W illiam sburg. They 

have one daughter, who i s  in  the second grade a t  Matthew Whaley School.

There are no c le a r  cut opinions regard ing  church and school. Mrs. 

Manse to ld  the in te rv iew er th a t she had taken no ac tiv e  p a r t  in  school, 

mainly because she had not been asked. She said th a t  th i s  was her 

daughter’ s th ird  year in  school, but only one teacher had v is ite d  in  the 

home. Mrs. Manse sa id , ”1 th in k  of th e  school as an in s t i tu t io n .  I  don’ t  

f e e l  a p a r t  of i t  a t  a l l . ” In  rep ly  to  a question  regarding the  church, 

she sa id , ”No one v i s i t s  h e re” .

Even though the  home i s  in  hearing d is tance  of the h o sp ita l,  the 

Manses expressed no strong  o b jec tion  to  th e i r  environment. ”We never 

th in k  about i t ” , she sa id . ”We have our f r ie n d s  in  o th e r  p a r ts  of town
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so i t  r e a l ly  d o e sn 't  m a tte r ."  Although Mrs. Manse said  th a t  th e re  

was no r e a l  o b je c tio n  to  th e  a rea , the in v e s t ig a to r  sensed an a i r  

of defensiveness on h e r p a r t .  She wanted to  convince the in v e s t i ­

g a to r and h e r s e lf  th a t  she d id  not l e t  the environment d is tu rb  her, 

but a t  th e  same time adm itted th a t i t  d id  by saying th a t  the re  was 

no v is i t in g  in  the  home.

Carol i s  in  a high second g rade. She has an I .  Q,. of 106 

and does average classroom work. She p a r t ic u la r ly  enjoys music and 

d ram atics. C a ro l 's  te ach e r sa id , "Carol i s  a p e r fe c tly  normal child  

in  every way. She does not seem to  be a ffe c te d  by the  environment 

in  which she l iv e s ."  However, th e re  i s  a c e r ta in  a loo fness in  Carol 

l ik e  th a t  observed in  the  mother.

Carol enjoys school. She enjoys a c tiv e  games. Her th re e  

b es t f r ie n d s  l iv e  near h e r , two liv in g  in  the same area , and the  

th ird  ju s t  one s t r e e t  over. They a l l  p lay  in  and around C a ro l 's  

house. Her p aren ts  do not allow  her to  play in  the h o sp ita l grounds.

Carol and h e r  p aren ts  a tten d  the dances and movies a t  the 

h o s p ita l o ccasio n a lly .
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CASS 9

The H ila ry s  l iv e  in  the  f i r s t  f lo o r  apartm ent of a two fam ily 

house, which i s  owned and fu rn ished  by the  S ta te  fo r  employees of th e  

E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. The apartment c o n s is ts  of th re e  rooms. The 

f ro n t room i s  used as a bedroom, the  middle room a bedroom l iv in g  

room com bination, and the th i rd  room a k itch en . The rooms are  clean 

and as a t t r a c t iv e  as p o ssib le  under the  crowded co n d itio n s . The 

house i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i t y  and th e re  i s  a rad io  in  the room 

used as a l iv in g  room. There i s  running w ater in  the k itch en , but 

th e re  i s  no bathroom. The two fa m ilie s  have to  use the  same outdoor 

t o i l e t .

Mr. H ila ry  i s  employed as a baker a t  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l.

He has received  an in c rease  in  sa la ry  since  1941 and a bonus. Mrs. 

H ila ry  does not work ou ts id e  of h e r home d u tie s .  They are  form erly 

of Richmond, where th ^ rrece ived  th e i r  education . They are  a f f i l i a t e d  

w ith  th e  M ethodist Church,

There a re  s ix  in  the  fam ily, Mr. and Mrs. H ilary  and th e i r  fou r 

d au gh ters. The o ld e s t daughter graduated from high school several 

years ago and has a p o s itio n  out of town, the  second daughter i s  a lso  

a graduate of Matthew Whaley and i s  a t  p resen t employed in  a lo c a l 

s to re .  The two younger g i r l s  are  a tten d in g  Matthew Whaley.

In  d iscu ss in g  the  to t a l  environment in  which they l iv e ,  Mrs. 

H ila ry  sa id  they ob jected  g re a tly  to  th a t sec tio n  o f town because of 

the l iv in g  co n d itio n s . She sa id , "I f e e l  th a t th i s  area i s  ’o ff  the 

mapT, and no one th in k s  i t  i s  worth bo thering  w ith ."  She d is l ik e s  i t
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p a r t ic u la r ly  because of the  g i r l s .  They have had no p lace  to  e n te r ta in  

t h e i r  f r ie n d s .

Mr. and Mrs. H ila ry  do no t take an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  school work.

The reason given by Mrs. H ila ry  i s  th a t  the  school has not expressed 

or in  any way shown a need fo r  h e lp . They have liv e d  in  the same house 

fo r  th i r te e n  years and have- had only fo u r te ach e rs  to v i s i t  them during  

th a t  t  ime.

D aisy, the youngest daughter, i s  in  th e  s ix th  grade. She i s  an 

average s tu d en t, w ith no ou tstand ing  t a le n ts .  She i s  r e t i r in g  in  

manner and has very l i t t l e  to  say in  c la ss  d isc u ss io n s . She has had 

no p a r t ic u la r  problems in  school, but a ra th e r  normal school l i f e .  She 

said  she would have lik e d  a paper ro u te , but h e r mother ob jected , since 

she did not have a ^ i k e ’ . She does not have an allow ance, but g e ts  

money when she needs i t  f o r  something. She does not seem to  be much 

d is tu rb ed  by th e  cond itions w ith in  th e  a re a .in  which they l iv e .  She 

did mention, however, th e  obscene language which they o ften  hear as 

they pass by the  h o s p ita l .  She does not have a hobby. She says she 

does not feet lonesome a t  home w ithout h e r f r ie n d s  to  v i s i t ,  because 

she l ik e s  to  read . The school has not been successfu l in  help ing  her 

work out her so c ia l problems, but has enriched her l i f e  by helping her 

fin d  many books in  the  l ib r a r y  which have been a g rea t p leasure to  h e r.

G-ertrude i s  a ju n io r  in  high school. She has an average I .  Q,. and 

does s a t i s f a c to ry  school work. She loves music and belong to  the Glee 

Club. G ertrude is  very fond of c la s s ic a l  music and siezes  every 

o pportun ity  to  go to Richmond or Newport News to  a concert. The school
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has o ffe red  no music in  th e  high school, except Glee Club and one 

year of general music. G ertrudef s hobbies a l l  cen te r around music. 

She c o l le c ts  reco rd s  and keeps a music scrapbook. She enjoys anything 

connected w ith  music. Two of her best f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  the country and 

a th ird  one l iv e s  in  ano ther p a r t  of town.

N either Daisy o r G ertrude has ever attended  the movies or dances 

a t  the  h o s p ita l .  While they  are  not bothered by the in h a b ita n ts  of 

the a rea , they  would p re fe r  liv in g  in  a b e t te r  neighborhood.
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CASE 10

The Haynes* home faces  the  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. I t  i s  

surrounded on th e  o th e r s id es  "by Negro dw ellings. The house i s  

small and dingy looking, but i s  adequate fo r the fam ily  needs. The

f i r s t  f lo o r  c o n s is ts  of two rooms, th e  fro n t room being used as a

bedroom and the back room as a l iv in g  room. In the basement are the  

k itdhen , diningroom and bath . On the h a lf - s to ry  second f lo o r  th e re  

are  two bedrooms. The house i s  equipped w ith  running w ater and 

■ e le c tr ic ity . There i s  a radio and a telephone in  the  l iv in g  room.

The genera l appearance of the  house i s  clean and f a r r ly  a t t r a c t iv e .

Mr. Haynes i s  employed as a fireman a t  the E astern  S ta te

H o sp ita l. His sa la ry  has been increased  and he has received a bonus. 

Mrs. Haynes works as a seam stress in  her oivn home, sewing fo r  p riv a te  

fa m ilie s . Mr. and Mrs. Haynes are  native  V irginians and each has a 

high  school education .

The Haynes have fo u r ch ild ren . The two sons are in  serv ice , 

one in  the Nary and the o th e r in  the Army. The e ld e r daughter i s  a 

graduate of Matthew Whaley and is  employed as a telephone opera to r 

a t  the  Lodge. The younger daughter, Jane, i s  in  th e  fo u rth  grade.

The in v e s tig a to r  discovered ra th e r  strong fe e lin g s  on the p a rt 

of th e  mother toward the  school and church. She did not have any 

personal fe e lin g s  toward any in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  e i th e r  the  church or 

th e  school, but r a th e r  a broad o v era ll fe e lin g  of not being a p a rt of
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e i th e r .  Such remarks as , "No, I  never go to  church h ere . I  don’ t

f e e l  l ik e  I  belong. The only tim e anyone came to  see me was when

they wanted to  r a is e  money fo r  th e  church."

The re a c tio n  to  the school was not as p o s it iv e . The school 

seemed something ap a rt in  which p aren ts  had no share . In  rep ly  to 

questions p e rta in in g  to  p a r tic p a tio n  in  school fu n c tio n s , a l l  the 

answers were "No". 7Jhen th e  mother was asked i f  she had ever v is i t e d

the school, her rep ly  was, "No, I  c a lled  up once to  give Miss ______

a piece of my m ind." 7-Jhen asked i f  the  te ach ers  had been to  see 

h e r, the rep ly  was, "You’re  the  only teacher t h a t ’ s ever been in  th i s  

house. ’’

The in v e s t ig a to r  found the p a re n ts ’ reac tio n  to  the environment 

in  which they liv e  ra th e r  a n e u tra l one. They have liv ed  in  the same

house fo r  about ten  years and do not seem to  be d is tu rb ed  by e i th e r  the

h o sp ita l across from them, or the Negro dw ellings surrounding them.

The mother spoke w ell of th e i r  Negro neighbors and of the l i t t l e  Negro 

owned s to re  in  which they sometimes shop.

Jane, a ra th e r  th in ,  undernourished looking c h ild , has been qu ite  

i l l  from some form of h ea rt tro u b le . She i s  a l i t t l e  o ld e r than  the 

average f o r  the  fo u rth  grade, due to  ra th e r  long sp e lls  of i l ln e s s .  She 

has an I .  of 110 and does average work.

Jane enjoys school f a i r l y  w e ll, but seems to f e e l  the d iffe re n ce  

in  background. The so c ia l standing of the paren ts  of some of the 

ch ild ren  in  Jan e’s room p ro h ib it th e i r  allowing frien d sh ip s  to  e x is t
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between th e i r  daughters and Jane. Consequently, Jane has drawn two 

of h e r  b e s t f r ie n d s  from th e  same a rea  in  which she l iv e s ,  even though 

they  a re  younger than  she. A th i rd  f r ie n d  liv e s  ac ro ss  town, but does 

not v i s i t  in  h e r  home. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e n te r ta in  her f r ie n d s  a t  

home, due to  lim ited  space in  the  house and yard . Her mother does not 

allow  h e r to  p lay  in  the h o sp ita l grounds.

In  in te rv iew s w ith  Jane and h e r te ach er, th e  in v e s t ig a to r  found 

c o n f lic tin g  b e l ie f s  which were causing worry to  both . Jane would say 

b i t t e r l y ,  " I  don11 l ik e  h e r . She fu sse s  w ith  me a l l  the  tim e’1. While 

on th e  o th e r hand the  teach er would say, ,fI  c a n 't  understand h e r . She 

s tay s  home so much and seems so undernourished." N either paren t or 

teach er attem pted to  get to g e th e r in  o rder to  come to  an understanding 

about the  c h ild . F in a lly , the v is i t in g  teacher was sent to  th e  home, 

although i t  was w ith in  easy walking d istance  of the  school. The 

v is i t in g  te a c h e r was not ab le  to  accomplish a g rea t d ea l due to  her 

lim ite d  inform ation about th e  ch ild  and the fa c t th a t  th e  mother sensed 

the  fe e l in g  of poor judgment in  handling the s itu a tio n , p a r t ic u la r ly  

concerning the  c h i ld 's  h e a lth  record which had been sen t to  the  school 

much e a r l i e r .

J a n e 's  form er te ach e r, who had been in  the home a couple of tim es, 

ta lk ed  w ith  th e  home room teach er, the  v is i t in g  teach er, the m in is te r , 

the mother and Jane. They a l l  shared th e i r  f in d in g s  and opinions w ith  

each o th e r  in  an attem pt to  s tra ig h te n  out d i f f i c u l t i e s .  As a re s u lt  

of t h i s  working to g e th e r , Jane became much happ ier. Her mother made
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h er some new c lo th e s  and cu rled  h e r  h a i r ;  th e  te ach er worked toward 

f in d in g  th in g s  to  o f f e r  c o n s tru c tiv e  c r i t ic is m  on; the old teacher 

ta lk ed  w ith  Jane.

As a r e s u l t  o f a l l  working to g e th e r, the s i tu a tio n  of Jane’ s 

to t a l  environment became much b e t te r .
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CASE 11

The Garys l iv e  in  a basement apartm ent on the  E astern  S ta te  

H osp ita l grounds. The basement was o r ig in a lly  planned fo r  a la rg e  

sewing room fo r  the  p a t ie n ts  of the h o s p i ta l .  There are no 

p a r t i t io n s  o th e r  than  d ra p e rie s  which the  Garys have hung in  o rder 

to  separa te  the  huge room in to  th re e  rooms, a l iv in g  room, bedroom 

and k itch en . There i s  a shower, but no tu b . The k itch en  f a c i l i t i e s  

are  lim ite d  but adequate f o r  th e  needs of th e  fam ily , since they  

take most of t h e i r  meals in  th e  d in ing  room fo r  employees.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary a re  both  employed a t  the h o s p ita l .  Mr. Gary 

i s  an a tten d an t d esp ite  h is  seventy-one years of age. Mrs. Gary, 

who i s  fo r ty - fo u r ,  i s  in  charge o f th e  laundry . They have been 

employed by th e  h o s p ita l f o r  over nine y ears  and rece iv e  the b e n e fits  

granted S ta te  employees. Mr. Gary was bom  and educated in  V irg in ia . 

He completed the  th i rd  year in  high school. Mrs. Gary was born and 

reared  in  North C aro lina . She completed the e igh th  grade in  school. 

They give no church p reference , but a tten d  d if f e re n t  churches 

o ccasio n a lly .

The Garys have one daughter, Sarah, who i s  e ig h t years old and 

in  the second grade a t  Matthew Whaley.

Mrs. Gary did  no t have much to  say about church and school; 

apparen tly , she i s  not a c tiv e  in  e i th e r .  When asked how o ften  she 

a tte n d s  church, she answered r a th e r  vaguely w ith , "Well, Sunday i s  

my only day o ff and I  haven*t been so w e ll ."  In  rep ly  to  the 

qu estio n , "Does Sarah go to  Sunday School?" she sa id , "O ccasionally".
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She d id n 't  seem to  f e e l  th a t  she should tak e  any a c tiv e  p a r t  in  

school f o r  i t  was something a p a rt from h e r work and no one had ever 

asked h e r  to  take any p a r t  in  any th ing . Once when Sarah was s ick  

a te a c h e r had c a l le d .

Mrs. Gary f e e l s  th a t  the  environment in  which they l iv e  i s  

not a s  good as i t  might be, s ince  i t  i s  in  p a r t  a so c ia l handicap, 

p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  Sarah. Mrs. G ary 's  comment was, "Well, I  w ish we 

could get in  a house on S a ra h 's  account. Some people d o n 't  l ik e  fo r  

th e i r  ch ild re n  to  come down here to  p la y .”

S a ra h 's  I .  Q. of 120 in d ic a te s  th a t  she i s  s l ig h t ly  above 

average in  her a b i l i t y  to  le a rn . She reads above her grade le v e l,  

but u ses very poor o ra l and w r itte n  grammar. She i s  in c lin ed  to  be 

fu ssy  and has poor h a b its  which may be caused by the  f a c t  th a t  she 

i s n ' t  h ea lth y . She has c i r c le s  under her eyes and i s  in c lin ed  to  be 

obese. The teach er does not know w hether th e  ch ild  has had an 

exam ination by a p h y sic ian . The in v e s t ig a to r  did not f in d  o u t. The 

te ach e r has t r ie d  to  help Sarah win f r ie n d s  and a t the same tim e 

improve her grammar by having h er read many books and take  p a r t in  

d ram atics.

The te a c h e r, anxious to  improve S a rah 's  o ra l and w ritte n  

grammar, wrote a note to  th e  m other, whose rep ly  was so poorly  expressed 

th a t  th e  te a c h e r could b are ly  read i t .
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CASE 12

The N o rrises  ovm th e i r  home, which was b u i l t  by Mr. N o rris .

I t  i s  a tw o-sto ry , frame house. On th e  f i r s t  f lo o r  th e re  i s  a hallway 

in  which i s  the  sta irw ay . To th e  l e f t  th e re  i s  the  l iv in g  room, 

back of which are  the  d in in g  room and k itch en . There a re  th re e  bed­

rooms and a ba th  on the  second f lo o r .  The house i s  heated w ith  fu e l 

o i l .  There a re  running w ater and e l e c t r i c i t y .  They have a rad io  

and telephone in  th e  l iv in g  room. They ta k e  The Header’ s D igest,

L ife  and Time, and th e  Richmond and lo c a l newspapers.

Mr. N o rris  i s  employed by the  C ity as a superv iso r of 

p ub lic  works. Mrs. N orris  does not work ou ts id e  h e r  home.

Mr. Norris* b ir th p la c e  i s  New York, while Mrs. N orris 

was bom  in  North C aro lin a . Both have high school education. Ktr. 

N orris* church p reference i s  C a th o lic . Mrs. N orris  i s  P resb y te rian . 

The ch ild ren  a tten d  th e  C atho lic  Church. They have a son, Bob, who 

i s  in  th e  eleven th  grade a t  Matthew Whaley, and a daughter, Connie, 

who i s  in  the  n in th  grade.

Mrs. N orris  has v is i te d  the  school freq u en tly  and cooperates 

f u l ly  in  any school m a tte r in  which she can h e lp . In ta lk in g  w ith  

Mrs. N orris , the  in te rv iew er sensed an a i r  of defensiveness, due to  

the  fa c t  th a t  they do not l ik e  the a rea  th a t they liv e  in  and f e e l  th e  

snobbishness of o th e rs  w ith  whom they would l ik e  to  be f r ie n d ly .

There was an in c id e n t, which by way of the goss|.J>s reached M rs.N orris 

to  the  e f f e c t  th a t  some teach er in  th e  school had said  th a t  Bob waan’ t
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s ic k , th a t  th e  k id s  in  th a t  s e c tio n  of town ju s t  weren’t  any good. 

While Mrs. N orris  doubted th e  t r u th  of the  s to ry , i t  h i t  a sore spot 

because of th e  fe e lin g  of in f e r io r i ty .  She sa id , " I 'd  go to  the 

school, bu t I*m h u r t;  P d  probably c r y .” When the in te rv iew er asked 

Mrs. N orris  about a ttendance a t  F.T .A . she laughed and sa id , ”1 used 

to  go re g u la r ly , bu t i t  seemed l ik e  every tim e I  went they gave the 

h is to ry  of Matthew Whaley. The l a s t  time I  went f iv e  people spoke 

and one of the te ach e rs  went to  s le e p ."

Bob i s  a sen io r but i s  find ing  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in is h  

school on account of h is  h e a lth . He has been s ick  fo r  sev e ra l years 

w ith  rheum atic fev e r and i s  confined to  h is  bed fo r  weeks a t  a tim e. 

There have been times when blood tran sfu s io n s  ware necessary . Two of
Jl

Bob’ s te ach e rs  have v is i te d  him during h is  sen io r year and encouraged 

him about h is  work. The home room teach er has never v is i te d  in  the 

home o r t r i e d  to  lig h te n  th e  work, nor does she know of the homework 

he i s  doing under th e  d ire c t io n  of two of h is  te a c h e rs . When the 

in te rv iew er asked him i f  he lik e d  h is  te ach ers  he frowned and sa id , 

"Not a l l  of them." Bob has an I .  Q. o f about 112 and has done very  

good c la s s  work.

Bob has been prominent in  school a c t iv i t i e s  throughout h is  

high school y e a rs . He i s  the  sen io r c la s s  p res id en t and i s  manager 

of the boys* basket b a l l  team. The school has recognized h is  a b i l i t y  

and given him many o p p o rtu n itie s  to  take an ac tiv e  p a r t  in  school 

a c t i v i t i e s .

Bob’ s b i t te rn e s s  toward the school and h is  environment
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seems to  have developed more s trong ly  when he en tered  ju n io r  high 

school. He to ld  the  in v e s tig a to r  th a t  people were snobbish toward 

th e  people l iv in g  in  h is  area  of town. ”You n o tice  i t  more when 

you e n te r  the seventh grade” , he sa id . While the  school has provided 

many o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  Bob in  school, i t  has not adequately  bridged 

th e  g u lf  between school and home. He is  q u ite  s e n s itiv e  about the 

area  in  which he l iv e s  and f e e ls  th a t  no one wants to  v i s i t  in  h is  

home. H is home room te ach er and one o th e r te ach er d id  not v i s i t  

in  h is  home a t  any time during  h is  two se rio u s  i l ln e s s e s .  Two of 

h is  te a c h e rs  d id  v i s i t  and the in v e s tig a to r  happened to  be p resen t 

during one of those v i s i t s  and noted the  extreme p leasure  which 

he received  from t h e i r  v i s i t s .

Although Bob has r is e n  above h is  environment, th e re  i s  

b i t t e r  ha te  in  him ag a in st i t .  When th e  in v e s tig a to r  asked him i f  

he was s a t i s f ie d  l iv in g  where he does, he g r ite d  h is  te e th  and sa id , 

”1 ha te  the  p lace  . . . . .  I  hate the asylum and the neighbors. 

People from o th e r p a r ts  of town are snobbish. I  wouldn* t  mind so 

much, but f o r  my s i s t e r .  I  th in k  i f  people are  your f r ie n d s , they 

wouldnf t  care where you l i v e . ”

Teacher analyses of Bob show th a t  during h is  school l i f e  

he has seemed to  lack  confidence, th a t he i s  extremely s e n s it iv e , and 

has s trong  l ik e s  and d is l ik e s .

Connie i s  very fond of her b ro th e r . She i s  anxious to  do 

anything she can to  make th in g s  e a s ie r  fo r  him. She has a hard time
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g e ttin g  along with, h e r  classm ates because o f h e r fe e l in g  of 

in s e c u r i ty .  "People are  snobbish and I  used to  mind liv in g  down 

th e re  an awful l o t .  I  f e l t  ashamed o f i t ,  but in  th i s  school 

now i t  d o e s n 't  m a tte r  where you l iv e  so I  don’t  mind so much."

Connie has an I .  Q. of about 120 and does average to  

above average work, i f  she keeps h e r mind on i t .  She has been 

a c tiv e  in  school a c t i v i t i e s  throughout her th ree  years  in  hi gh 

school. She was a member of the Student Government Council 

during  th e  seventh and# e igh th  grades. During the seventh grade

she was e lec te d  a s  one member o f a group from th e  Council to

p resen t a p lan  to  the fa c u lty . She was in  the  Dramatic Club in  

th e  e ig h th  grade, bu t d id  not take p a r t in  i t  during th e  n in th  

grade because she was not a c tiv e  in  i t  the previous year and f e l t  

th a t  she could be more u se fu l in  the Powder Horn, the school paper.

She w rote a column fo r  the  paper during the n in th  grade. When she

was not e lec te d  to  th e  Student Council in  th e  n in th  grade she became 

q u ite  re s e n tfu l  and b i t t e r .  She developed the a t t i tu d e  of re fu s in g  

to  ta k e  p a r t in  anyth ing . She became "bossy" and unpopular w ith  h e r 

c lassm ates. An in v e s tig a tio n  of her records through the elem entary 

school showed th a t  Connie had been on the defensive and to  combat 

h er fe e l in g  of in f e r io r i ty ,  which apparen tly  had evolved out of her 

r e l ig io n ,  h e r small s iz e , and environment, she developed a very 

"bossy" a t t i tu d e .  In  an attem pt to  squelch th i s  a t t i tu d e ,  i t  seems 

th a t  her te ach e rs  had h u rt her academ ically, which c a rr ie d  over in to  

high school. In  exp lain ing  Connie’ s adjustm ent, h e r n in th  grade
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home room te ach e r sa id , "Connie was q u ite  b i t t e r  when she wasnf t

e le c te d  to  Student C o u n c i l ......................she sa id  she would have

noth ing  to  do w ith  any school a c t iv i ty .  She almost organized a 

sm all r e b e l l io n .  We ju s t  ignored her a t t i tu d e  when we were p lanning 

a c la s s  a c t iv i ty  and put h e r  on committees l ik e  everybody e ls e  . . . 

she found h e rs e lf  doing th e  job before she had time to th in k  about

i t ................. .... Connie needs constan t b u ild in g  up. She w il l  say ’ I

can’t  do it*  and I  ju s t  say ’you know you can do i t  . . .  . you’ re 

doing i t  r ig h t  now*." She has a d e f in i te  p lace  in  the group now.

Her c la s s  i s n ’ t  very ’ c la s s  conscious’ . . . . . .  " I t  m a tte rs  not

where you l iv e  but what you are"  has been co n stan tly  quoted h e r  by 

h e r  te a c h e r . She has p a r tic ip a te d  in  th e  fo llow ing a c t iv i t i e s  th i s  

year: Assembly Committee from Student Council, and R eporter and

Exchange E d ito r  f o r  the Powder Horn.



61

CASS 13

Maud Sears l iv e s  with, h e r  grandmother, a ra th e r  old woman, bu t 

xpnte a c t iv e . They l iv e  alone in  th e  la rg e  old homeplaee, which was 

b u i l t  long before the  a rea  developed as i t  i s  now. Mrs. S ears, the  

grandm other,said , " I t  was n ea rly  a l l  country out here except fo r  the  

h o s p ita l  when we b u i l t . "  The b ig  liv in g  room i s  heated  by a coal 

h e a te r .  The house i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i t y  but they  do not 

have running w a te r. There a re  one o r more bedrooms which are  not 

used . There i s  a rad io  in  the liv in g  room, but no te lep h o n e .

Maud*s f a th e r  i s  l iv in g  in  a small one-room house in  the  yard 

o f h is  mother*s home. He was a ca rp en te r, but now an in cu rab le , w ith 

tu b e rc u lo s is . Her mother has been dead fo r  sev era l y ea rs . Mr. Sears 

was born in  W illiam sburg, where h is  mother i s  now l iv in g .  They are 

both high school g ra d u a te s . Their church a f f i l i a t i o n  i s  B a p tis t.

The grandmother i s  a B a p tis t a lso .

Mr. and Mrs. Sears had two ch ild ren , a son who,has been 

serv ing  overseas in  the Army and Maud, who i s  a sen io r in  high school.

Maud goes to  school every day and in  ad d itio n  to  her school 

d u tie s ,  works in  th e  lo c a l Five and Ten Cent S tore during th e  afte rnoons 

and Saturday. Her best f r ie n d s  are g i r l s  who l iv e  in  th e  country; she 

sees them only a t  school. She l ik e s  her c la sses  and te ach e rs , but 

would have lik e d  to  have had a c la ss  in  shorthand. She has an I .  Q,. 

of about 110 and does average to  a b i t  above average work. She has
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e x c e lle n t work h a b its  and sees a job through to  the  end. She does 

no t tak e  p a r t  in  any e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv i t i e s  except th e  Glee Club. 

Her main in te r e s ts  a re  w ritin g  and making th in g s a t t r a c t iv e  around h e r . 

She i s  shy and h e s i ta te s  to  speak to  a c la ss  group u n less  necessary . 

However, study of her school records show no evidence of any em otional 

d is tu rb an ces  in  h e r l i f e .

In  d isc u ss in g  Maud w ith  th e  home room te a c h e r, th e  in v e s t ig a to r  

was to ld  th a t  although Maud i s  a shy and r e t i r in g  g i r l ,  she had taken 

p a r t  in  th e  c la ss  d iscu ss io n s , had given many volun tary  o ra l re p o rts  

and had served on c la s s  committees. The teach er sa id , "Maud seems 

embarrassed when she has to  decline  in v i ta t io n s  f o r  members of her 

fam ily to  come to  school. I  be liev e  p a r t of th i s  embarrassment c a r r ie s  

over in to  h e r  absence from alm ost a l l  a f te r-sc h o o l a c t i v i t i e s . "

Maud a tte n d s  school performances sponsored by the Glee Club.

She a ls o  a tte n d s  th e  b a se b a ll  games whenever she can .
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CASE 14

The E lin g s  re n t a bungalow near the Southern end of th e  a re a . 

The house i s  badtly in  need of p a in tin g  and o th e r  re p a ir s  which the 

owner w i l l  n o t make; o therw ise , i t  i s  c lean  and a t t r a c t iv e .  They 

have two bedrooms, a l iv in g  room, k itchen  and b a th . The house is  

equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i ty  and w ater. There i s  a rad io  and a te lephone. 

Mr. E lin g 1s work on th e  p o lice  fo rce  n e c e s s i ta te s  h is  l iv in g  in  

W illiam sburg.

Mr. and Mrs. E ling  are  n a tiv e s  of southw estern V irg in ia  

and are  high school g raduates. They are  P re sb y te ria n s , but do not 

a tten d  church in  W illiam sburg.

The E lings have one son, Bob, who dropped out o f school in  

the e ig h th  g rade. The in v e s t ig a to r  saw both p aren ts  on h er f i r s t  v i s i t .  

Mr. E ling  was very q u ie t, having l i t t l e  to  say. Mrs. E ling had a 

r a th e r  b i t t e r  a t t i tu d e  toward th e  school, community and church. She 

does not l ik e  th e  environment, and f e e ls  very f a r  from the school.

Bob was a slovtr le a rn e r  in  school, f  a i l in g  tw ice in  th e  

elem entary school. He was u su a lly  r e t i r in g  in  manner and d id  not take 

an in t e r e s t  in  school. He had th e  m isfortune to  make some f r ie n d s  whose 

honesty was questioned . The boy in  h is  area  who had been h is  b es t 

f r ie n d  moved through school f a s t e r  than  he, which l e f t  him w ithout a 

c lose  f r ie n d .  Bob had the  knack of g e tt in g  in to  tro u b le  w ith  a 

group and always being caught. He had sev e ra l " ru n -in s"  w ith  the 

te ach e rs  and p r in c ip a l. He was pu t in  the e ig h th  grade on p robation .
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Once he was sen t home u n t i l  h is  p a ren ts  could come to  school and 

g e t him s tra ig h ten ed  ou t.

He had "stuck" to  school as long as  he d id  because h is  

mother wanted him to ,  but a t  seventeen he decided to  stop  and 

go in to  the  Navy.

Bob was spo iled  by h is  mother and i s  an only c h i ld .  He 

d id n ft  succeed in  le a rn in g  to  stand on h is  own f e e t  soon enough.
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CASE 15

The Sours1 home i s  a sm all bungalow which they  own. I t  i s  

q u ite  c lo se  to  sev era l o th e r  houses and has very l i t t l e  yard space. 

The house i s  poorly  fu rn ished  and very u n a t tra c t iv e . On e n te rin g , 

one goes through an enclosed porch which apparen tly  i s  used as a 

bedroom. The house appears to  be a place where th in g s  a re  ju s t  

thrown in ; th e  paper i s  to rn  from the  w all in  p laces . The l iv in g  

room opens o ff  the  porch. The only b rig h t spo ts in  th e  room are  a 

cage of lo v e -b ird s  which belong to  the  o ld e s t son, and sev era l 

sm all p ieces of hew fu rn i tu re ,  which were bought by him a lso . The 

house i s  equipped w ith  w ater and e l e c t r i c i ty  and they  have a ra d io .

Mr. Sours i s  employed as  an engineer a t th e  Naval Mine Depot.

He has long hours w ith  good pay. Mrs. Sours does not work. The

o ld e s t son i s  a t  p resen t employed and liv in g  a t  home.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Sours are n a tive  V irg in ians; they f in ish e d  

grade school, bu t did not complete high school. They claim  the  

M ethodist Church as th e i r  p reference , but do not a ttend  re g u la r ly .

The m in is te r  has no record of th e i r  membership o r attendance a t  the 

church h e re . The younger ch ild ren  have attended  th e  D aily  Vacation 

B ible School.

There are fo u r  ch ild ren  in  the  Sours fam ily : Ed, the

o ld e s t son, who dropped ou t of school th i s  year; Jim, th e  next son, 

who i s  in  Ju n io r Prim ary, and two younger ch ild ren , a boy and a g i r l ,  

who are  not o ld  enough to  a tten d  school.
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The in v e s t ig a to r  d id  not see the  f a th e r  during  e i th e r  v i s i t  

to  th e  home. The mother was c o rd ia l ,  but seemed to  be on guard. Her 

r e p l ie s  to  q u estio n s  were vague and unrevea ling , which n e c e ss ita te d  

g e t tin g  much of th e  d e s ire d  inform ation  from o th e r sources. When the  

in v e s t ig a to r  re tu rn ed  fo r  a check-up v i s i t ,  she was met a t  th e  door by 

Ed, who opened the  door only  a crack, peeped out and asked,"Who a re  

you? What do you want here? T h ere 's  no one here , but me." L a te r, 

th e  same afte rnoon  the in v e s tig a to r  learned  from a neighbor th a t  

the  f a th e r  was home drunk and the mother had gone out of town to  see 

a d e n t is t  about an im aginary too thache. I t  seems th a t both Mr. and Mrs. 

Sours d rin k  to  excess and when thoroughly drunk r e s o r t  to  f ig h tin g , 

u su a lly  a t  about m idnight. The neighbor sa id  th a t  the  noise they made 

was so t e r r i f i c  th a t  she could not sleep  and on sev era l occasions the  

younger ch ild ren  had come over to  h e r  house and asked h er to  c a l l  the 

p o lice  because, "My daddy i s  bea tin g  ray mother and he has to rn  h e r 

d r e s s .”

Ed, th e  o ld e s t son, l e f t  school a t  s ix te e n , w hile in  th e  

eigh th  g rade. The reco rds show th a t  he had unusual ta le n t  in  a r t .

He lik e d  reading and e s p e c ia lly  enjoyed h is to ry ; however, he had no 

m athem atical knowledge a t a l l .  When he l e f t  school he was in  a grade 

w ith  ch ild ren  two or th re e  y ea rs  younger than he, o r e lse  m entally  

re ta rd e d . The school re a liz e d  th a t  he had unusual ta le n t  in  a r t  and 

gave him a l l  the a r t  in s tru c tio n  a v a ila b le . The year he dropped out 

th e re  was a sm all a r t  group, meeting once a week, but doing work which 

was too elem entary f o r  him.
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The in v e s t ig a to r  found te a c h e rs  eager to  ta lk  about Ed. The 

foamier a r t  te a c h e r said  th a t  he was probably the  most ta le n te d  ch ild  

th a t  had ever come to  Matthew Whaley. A te ach e r of th e  p rev ious year 

s a id , " I  th in k  Ed i s  ashamed of h is  a r t .  1 th in k  h is  f a th e r  must 

have laughed a t  him about h is  work. We wanted to  g e t him in  an a r t  

school in  Richmond, but he sa id , as though quoting someone, 'a r t* s  

no so r t o f job fo r  anybody. I  want to  be a mechanic*." He had 

a r e a l  fe e l in g  fo r  m a te r ia ls . He would touch the m a te ria l of a 

d re ss  o r coat and commeht on th e  weave o r q u a l i ty .  He would comment 

on what people wore and say w hether o r  not he lik e d  i t .  The teach er 

had an e x h ib it of h is  drawings and p a in tin g s  fo r  a summer school 

c la ss  of te a c h e rs , who wanted to  buy them, but ap paren tly  something 

happened in  th e  home a t  th a t  time to  discourage him.

Ed seems on the  defensive  about th in g s . When th e  in v e s t ig a to r  

t r i e d  to  t a lk  to  him the  f i r s t  couple of tim es, he ju s t  f ro z e . He i s  

very cy n ica l about marriage. "I* 11 never marry,*' he sa id , " I ’m going 

to  be a herm it. A ll m arriage i s  i s  fu ss in g  and f ig h t in g .” He to ld  

a neighbor th a t  he stopped school because he could not do h is  homework 

and was always behind in  h is  school work. He has refu rn ish ed  h is  bed­

room since he has been working, and has a lso  rep a ired  th e  f lo o r  and 

w a lls .  He has c u r ta in s  and th e  th in g s  he l ik e s  in  h is  room. When some­

one gave him a k i t te h ,  he b u i l t  a Chinese Pagoda fo r  i t  and kept i t  in  

h is  locked room.
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Jim i s  in  h is  f i r s t  year in  school. He i s  a very q u ie t l i t t l e  

fe llo w , who does not l ik e  to  ta lk  about h is  home o r anything he 

does th e re .  He has no in te re s t in g  s to r ie s  o f home and p e ts  to  share 

w ith  th e  group. He missed a l o t  o f tim e during  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of the 

year and when he d id  come to  school he was sleepy  most o f th e  tim e.

He did not do any work in  the  classroom . The in v e s t ig a to r  to ld  the 

teach er of the  co n d itio n s  e x is t in g  a t  home. The teach er made an 

e f f o r t  to  ge t c lo se r  to  him and to  gain  h is  love and confidence. She 

succeeded in  making him a h app ier l i t t l e  boy in  school. One day he 

brought a new a irp la n e  to  schoo l. "Where d id  you ge t i t ,  Jim?" 

asked the  te a c h e r. " In  Newport News", sa id  Jim. He d id  not v o lun teer 

to  t e l l  anything more about i t .  He i s  s t i l l  sleepy when he comes to  

school, bu t now b rin g s  money fo r  a c a f e te r ia  book and g e ts  lunch a t  

school. He e n te rs  more in to  p lay  and o ften  has a sm ile.

Jim has an X. Q. o f 90. He has poor work h a b its . He 

d o e s n 't  s e t t l e  down to  work prom ptly, o r fo llow  d ire c tio n s  w e ll , and 

never f in ish e d  a job he b eg in s. He l ik e s  to  draw and when given an 

oppo rtun ity  to  choose a job fo r  h im self, he draws a p ic tu re .  He 

seems to  have ta le n t  in  a r t  a lso , fo r  h is  p ic tu re s  are in te re s t in g  

and w ell done. He i s n ' t  in te re s te d  in  read ing  and re fu se s  to  take 

a book home. He has a good d is p o s itio n  and g e ts  along very w ell 

w ith  h is  c lassm ates.
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CASE 16

The E l l i s  home, f a r  down South Henry S tre e t ,  i s  a sm all one- 

s to ry  house owned by them, although they have not f in ish e d  paying fo r  

i t .  There a re  two rooms, k itch en  and b a th . The house i s  equipped w ith  

e l e c t r i c i ty  and a ra d io . The fu rn ish in g s  are  meagre, but neat and 

c lean . The f ro n t  room, which i s  used as a l iv in g  room, i s  a lso  a bed­

room.

Mr. and Mrs. E l l i s  are b lin d . They were educated in  th e  

school f o r  th e  b lind  a t S taunton. Mp. E l l i s  works as a m a ttress  maker 

in  a l i t t l e  shop a t  the E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. One of the ch ild ren  

accompanies him to  and from the  shop each day. Mrs. E l l i s  i s  not 

very  w e ll ,  but does most o f her housework, a s s is te d  by an o ld e r  daughter, 

who goes to  school.

Mr. E l l i s  i s  a member of the P resb y te rian  Church, w hile Mrs. 

E l l i s  i s  a member of the  M ethodist Church. N either i s  very a c tiv e , 

mainly because they  cannot a tten d  u n less  one of th e  ch ild ren  goes 

Yaith them. The M ethodist m in is te r  has v is i te d  in  the  home and o ffered  

to  h e lp , but found them making out very w e ll.

There are  s ix  ch ild ren  in  the  fam ily. Three sons are in  

se rv ice  overseas, two of whom have a llo tm en ts  sent to th e i r  mother.

The e ld e r  daughter i s  m arried and liv in g  out of town. The younger 

daughter, Mary, i s  s ix te en  and in  the e igh th  grade a t  school. The 

youngest boy i s  nine and in  the  second grade a t Matthew Whaley.

There was no re a c tio n  to  environment a t a l l .  I f  Mrs. E l l i s
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f e l t  any o b jec tio n ab le  f a c to r s ,  she d id  not voice them. She spoke 

very h igh ly  o f th e  church and b e liev es  th a t  everyone should go to  

church. When asked i f  C arlton  sen t to  Sunday School, she re p lie d ,

"Not much, b u t I  keep t e l l i n g  him he ought to  go ."  She s a id ," I  go 

to  th e  evening se rv ice  when I  can. I  would go more o ften  i f  I  co u ld ."  

She sa id  the  same th in g  of school fu n c tio n s , "I would l ik e  to  go 

up to  sch o o l."  She thought about fo u r te ach e rs  had v is i te d  them 

in  the p a s t two y ea rs , but no one had been th i s  y ear, except the  

v i s i t in g  te ach e r.

Mary does not a ttend  school re g u la r ly . No one seems to  know 

ju s t  why she s t ic k s  to  school, since she i s  in  a grade f a r  below her 

age placem ent. She f i r s t  repeated the  second grade because she was 

weak in  s k i l l s .  Her I .  Q,. o f 85 would in d ica te  th a t  she i s  a slow 

le a rn e r .  In  elementary school sh^fshowed year a f t e r  year a strong  

in te r e s t  in  a r t  and d ram atics; however, when she went to  ju n io r  

h igh  school th e re  was very l i t t l e  opportun ity  fo r  h e r to  fo llow  

th ese  in t e r e s t s ,  s ince  th e re  was no A rt Club a t th e  time and one i s  

no t e l ig ib le  fo r  the Dramatic Club u n t i l  in  the  n in th  grade. Very 

few of M ary's teach ers  r e a l ly  know her home conditions and th e re  has 

been no strong l in k  between home and school.

Maryf s b e s t f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  the country and she sees them only 

a t  school. She has no fr ie n d s  v i s i t  in  h e r home. She lik e s  to  read  

murder m yste ries  and love magazines. T«Uhen asked how she f e l t  about the 

h o s p ita l ,  she sa id , " I  f e e l  th a t  i t  i s  p a r t of my l i f e ,  I 'v e  been over 

th e re  so much. When you get to  know them you d o n 't  th in k  anything
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about I t ...............................Yes, I  go to  the  dances. I  took my boy

fr ie n d  Wednesday n ig h t ............................................I  make money going up

town fo r  the  p a t ie n ts . '1

Mary sa id , " I  d o n 't  l ik e  school. I  d o n 't  l ik e  anything th a t  

shu ts me in . I  l ik e  to  be o u ts id e . I 'd  l ik e  to  h u n t."  In  ta lk in g  

w ith  a former te ach e r of M ary's, the  in v e s t ig a to r  found th a t  Mary 

loved popular music and dancing. She has q u ite  a f l a i r  fo r  f ix in g  

h a i r .  The teach er ta lk ed  to  M ary's mother about l e t t i n g  h e r  go to

Richmond to  a beauty c u ltu re  school, bu t the  mothdr sa id  she could

not do w ithou t h e r  a t  home.

Mary has been involved in  a t  le a s t  one questionab le  scrape 

in  a nearby c i ty .  The teach er t r i e d  to  ga in  h e r  confidence. " I  

t r i e d  to  ge t clubby w ith  h e r and made her a kind of a s s is ta n t  in  

th e  room," sa id  the  te a c h e r . "Mary used to  go home w ith  me q u ite

o f te n . We ta lk ed  about l i f e .  ^ d id  not t r y  to  pry  in to  her l i f e . "

Mary became in te re s te d  in  reading  and read between seventy- 

f iv e  and a hundred books of l ig h t  f i c t io n  from the  school l ib r a r y .  

Her teach er wanted to  keep her in  her homeroom f  o r the next year, 

but i t  was thought unwise to  mix Mary w ith  a group which stood 

h igher s c h o la s t ic a l ly  and s o c ia l ly .

Mary* s p resen t year in  school has been most u n sa tis fa c to ry  

in  almost every way. She p a r t ic ip a te s  in  no a c t iv i t i e s .  The group 

has had f iv e  d if f e r e n t  home room te ach e rs  th i s  y ear. At th e  time 

of t h i s  w ritin g  they have a p a rt-tim e  teach er, but no one who 

f e e ls  resp o n sib le  f o r  them a l l  day.
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C arlto n , Mary’ s younger b ro th e r , does not l ik e  school much 

b e t te r  than  she does. He has f a i l e d  tw ice and i s  now in  the  second 

grade. He has a normal I .  Q,. bu t does very l i t t l e  work in  the c la s s  

room. School does not in te r e s t  him; i t  i s  not comparable to  the 

e x c itin g  l i f e  w ith in  th e  h o s p ita l  grounds. One of h is  best f r ie n d s  

l iv e s  near him and i s  in  th e  same room a t  school. He p lays b a se b a ll 

w ith  th e  h o sp ita l p a t ie n ts ,  goes to  th e  movies a t  th e  h o sp ita l  every 

F riday  n ig h t and o f te n  watches the  dances. He does not l ik e  the 

h o sp ita l  movies too w ell because they nave "Ho murder p ic tu re s " .

He c o l le c ts  m arbles.

C arlton  does not have a bed to  h im self and h is  bedtime 

v a r ie s  between 10:00 and 12:00 p.m ., which probably exp la ins why 

he is  absent from school so much.
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CASE 17

The Ronald home i s  a sm all frame house b u i l t  on a p a r t  of 

th e  grandm other’ s p ro p erty . I t  i s  q u ite  sm all, but n ea t and f a i r l y  

a t t r a c t iv e .  There a re  th re e  rooms, bedroom, bedroom -living room 

com bination and a k itch en . The house i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i ty ,  

th e re  th e re  i s  no w ater o r  bathroom, since th e re  i s  no sewerage 

d isp o sa l. There i s  an outdoor t o i l e t  which i s  used by the  fam ily .

Mrs. Ronald has a very n ice flow er garden in  the yard .

Mr. Ronald was form erly  employed in  a war in d u s try , but i s  

now employed in  ano ther c i ty .  He l iv e s  in  Richmond and comes home 

about once a month. Mrs. Ronald i s  employed by the W illiamsburg 

R es to ra tio n , where she has worked f o r  sev era l y ea rs .

Mr. Ronald was born in  W illiamsburg, w hile Mrs. Ronald was 

bom  in  Hew England. He f in ish e d  th e  n in th  grade in  school and she 

graduated from high school. Mr. Ronald i s  not an a c tiv e  church 

member, but Mrs. Ronald and the  g i r l s  are E p iscopalians. The g i r l s  

a tte n d  Bruton P a rish  Church re g u la r ly , the mother occasio n a lly .

Mrs. Ronald was p o l i te  to  the in v e s t ig a to r , but reserved  in  

manner. She made no comment concerning the  school. She has a g rea t 

re sp ec t f o r  h e r  church.

The Ronalds have two daughters, C arrie , in  th e  seventh g rade , 

and E liz a  in  the  n in th . C arrie  has average a b i l i t y  and i s  doing 

s a tis f a c to ry  work in  school. She has good work h a b its  and i s  dependable. 

She i s  no t a c tiv e  in  c la s s  a c t i v i t i e s .  Her b e s t f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  o th e r
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p a r ts  of town and seldom v i s i t  in  h e r home. She seemed a l i t t l e  

ten se  du ring  the  in te rv iew  w ith  the  in v e s tig a to r  u n t i l  the su b jec t 

of a hobby came up, then h e r whole expression  changed. I t  l ig h te d  

up as i f  someone had turned on an e le c t r i c  l i g h t .  Her hobby i s  

c o lle c t in g  sm all g la ss  anim als. She spoke of them in  th e  fondest 

way and to ld  of how she kept them on the  to p  of the  chest of 

draw ers. " I  brought them a l l  to  school one day in  a box to  shov*

Sue11 she said  proudly. C arrie  l ik e s  flow ers, to o , and enjoys working 

in  her flow er garden. She does not have an allowance bu t makes 

money s tay in g  w ith  ch ild ren  w hile th e i r  p a ren ts  a re  ou t.

C arrie  adm itted nervousness and fe a r  when out of school, and 

e sp e c ia lly  when she was alone. She sa id , "Sometimes a t  n igh t I  get 

scared and I  c ry " . She does not seem to  be d is tu rb ed  in  any way by 

the  h o s p ita l  fo r  she says she loves where she l iv e s .

E liz a  has an I .  Q,. of about 110 and i s  doing very  n ice  n in th  

grade work. She i s  dependable, neat and a cc u ra te . She belongs to  

th e  Glee Club which she en joys. E liz a  i s  not a le ad e r, but ra th e r  

r e t i r in g  in  h er manner. Two of her b e s t f r ie n d s  l iv e  in  th e  country, 

only one of whom has been able to  v i s i t  in  h e r home because of 

tr a n s p o r ta tio n  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  She l ik e s  school, h e r teachers  and h e r 

c la s s e s . Like C arrie , she does not p a r t ic ip a te  in  any form of 

re c re a tio n  o ffered  by th e  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. She does not l ik e  

th e  a rea  in  which she l iv e s  because of th e  people in  the  asylum, the 

Negro houses, and th e  muddy sidew alks. E liz a  is  a f ra id  of the people 

in  th e  asylum, of snakes, and in s e c ts . Her hobby i s  c o l le c t in g  books
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and read in g . She does not have an allow ance, bu t take  care of 

ch ild ren  to  earn  money.

C arrie  and E liz a  go to  church re g u la r ly  and are members 

of th e  Ju n io r A u x ilia ry . They a tten d  the b aseb a ll games which 

are  held a t  Matthew Whaley.

There i s  an emotional problem in  the  home which could 

e a s i ly  cause em otional d is t r e s s  to  th e  g i r l s .  Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 

a re  no t l iv in g  to g e th e r. Mr. Ronald’ s work keeps him away and 

th e re  appears to  be a th i rd  person involved . The neighbors a l l  

know th a t  Mr. Ronald has become in te re s te d  in  another woman and 

th a t  Mrs. Ronald re fu se s  to  g rant him a d ivorce . The in v e s tig a to r  

no ticed  a tenseness about th e  ch ild ren  when the f a th e r  was mentioned.
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CASE 18

The Howards own t h e i r  home, lo c a ted  on a new s t r e e t  down 

in  the  E astern  S ta te  H osp ita l a re a . Their f i r s t  home burned, and as 

they d id  no t have any insurance the new home i s  heav ily  mortgaged. 

They bought the  lo t  w ith  the promise of b e t te r  c i ty  se rv ic e . They 

do not have sewerage o r s t r e e t  l ig h ts .  The house i s  new and c o n s is ts  

of a s to ry  and a h a l f . There i s  a l iv in g  room, d in ing  room and 

k itch en  on the  f i r s t  f lo o r .  One of th e  two u p - s ta i r s  bedrooms i s  

ren ted  to  a m arried couple, which n e c e ss ita te s  the daughter*s sharing 

h e r  parents* bedroom. The house i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i ty  and 

te lephone.

Mr. Howard works f o r  the  c i ty  as firem an. Mrs. Howard works 

f u l l  time as a switchboard op era to r a t  th e  W illiamsburg Lodge. They 

a re  both  V irg in ians and graduates o f high school. T heir church 

a f f i l i a t i o n  i s  B ap tis t^ , however, they do not a ttend  re g u la r ly .

Mr. and Mrs. Howard have one c h ild , Barbara,who i s  in  the  

f i r s t  grade a t  Matthew Whaley. Mr. Howard’ s fa th e r  l iv e s  in  a l i t t l e  

house in  the  yard. He takes  some of h is  meals w ith  them.

Mrs. Howard does no t seem to  have any d e f in i te  fe e lin g s  

toward the  church o r  school. She approves of th e  church, but does 

no t f e e l  in te re s te d  enough to  ge t up on Sunday and ge t Barbara o ff  

to  Sunday school. School i s  school; she does not know much about 

what i s  going on, not because she i s n ’t  in te re s te d , but because 

h e r  working hours p ro h ib it h e r g e ttin g  th e re  to  f in d  o u t. She i s  

eager to  do anything she can to  cooperate. When B arbara’ s eyes



78

needed a t te n t io n  she took time o f f  to  have them examined. They 

would p re fe r  a b e t t e r  neighborhood. T heir reason fo r  buying in  

t h i s  neighborhood was the  promise o f b e t te r  p h y sica l cond itions 

w ith in  th e  whole a re a .

Barbara i s  in  th e  f i r s t  g rade. She has an I .  Q. of about 

90, but has no t worked up to  her cap ac ity , mainly because of a 

d e fe c tiv e  eye cond ition , which was not co rrec ted  u n t i l  about the 

middle of th e  y e a r . She i s  immature in  many ways, probably because 

she p lays w ith  younger c h ild re n . Her f r ie n d s  in  the  neighborhood 

a re  much younger than  she.

Since h e r  mother works, Barbara spend her hours out of 

school w ith  a woman who has a young baby which Barbara loves to 

care f o r .

Barbara l ik e s  to  play w ith  the ch ild ren  in  her room. However, 

she has a g rea t tendency to  mother th e  s ick ly  o r sm all ones. She does 

not en te r  e a s i ly  in to  games w ith  the  g i r l s .  She t e l l s  everyone th a t  

she does not l ik e  school, but h e r ac tio n s  in d ica te  d i f f e r e n t ly .  She 

enjoys sin g in g , dancing, dram atics and o th e r a c t iv i t i e s  in  the room. 

Her mother says , " I f  Barbara i s  s ick  and has to  s tay  home, she c a r r ie s  

on ."

Barbara l ik e s  to  v i s i t  h e r f a th e r  a t  the fireh o u se  and says,

I  l ik e  to  p lay  w ith  daddy,"
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CASS 19

The Nelsons l iv e  down on South Henry S tr e e t .  They own 

th e i r  home and have liv ed  in  th e  p resen t lo c a tio n  fo r  fo u r y ears .

The house i s  a tw o -sto ry  bu ild in g  in  f a i r  co n d itio n . I t  has th re e  

rooms on th e  f i r s t  f lo o r ,  a l iv in g  room, d in ing  room and k itch en , 

and i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i ty  and running w ate r. The general 

appearance of th e  house i s  neat and c lean . The l iv in g  room i s  

sm all and a l i t t l e  crowded, but n ic e ly  fu rn ish ed . They have a 

ra d io , g o ld fish  and some p ic tu re s .  They take the  D aily  P ress  

newspaper some magazines and have a number of books.

Mr. Nelson has hi® own business which he has had since  

soon a f te r  h is  a r r iv a l  in  W illiamsburg Mrs. Nelson does not work 

re g u la r ly . From tim e to  tim e, she has cared fo r  the young ch ild ren  

of working mothers during  th e  day w hile her boys were in  school. Her 

mother, who i s n ’ t  very w e ll , l iv e s  nearby, so Mrs. Nelson spends 

much of h e r  time w ith  h e r .

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson and the boys are  a l l  V irg in ian s . Mrs. 

Nelson graduated from high school and Mr. Nelson f in ish e d  the 

e igh th  g rade. They are  a c tiv e  members of th e  B ap tis t Church. Mrs. 

Nelson i s  an a c tiv e  worker in  th e  m issionary so c ie ty .

They have two sons attend ing  Matthew Whaley. The e ld e r ,

Bob, i s  eleven  years old and in  the fo u rth  grade, w hile Ed i s  

e ig h t and in  th e  second grade.

The re a c tio n  of th e  mother to  the  church and school i s  

e x c e lle n t.  She enjoys h er church work and i s  q u ite  a c t iv e . When



80

asked i f  th e  m in is te r  v is i te d  o f te n , Mrs. Nelson sa id , tfNot so o ften , 

as he devotes most o f h is  time to  se rv ice  men, but we know where he 

i s  when we need him .”

In  ta lk in g  about th e  school, she seemed to  fe e l  th a t i t  was 

d e f in i te ly  in te re s te d  in  her ch ild ren  and was working w ith  h e r fo r  t h e i r  

good. Mr. Nelson has .never v is ite d  the school. The mother v i s i t s  

fre q u e n tly , having made a t  l e a s t  e ig h t v i s i t s  t h i s  year. She f e e ls  

th a t  h e r v i s i t s  have been p ro f i ta b le  ”to  a c e r ta in  e x te n t” . She has 

never a ttended  P.T.A. meetings o r a s s is te d  in  the school c a fe te r ia ,  

o r any o th e r  school work, p rim arily  because she has not been asked to  

h e lp . She says she would be w il l in g  to  help  i f  she could. Only one 

teach er has v is i t e d  th e  home during the  p ast two y ea rs .

In  rep ly  to  questions concerning th e  environment, th e re  was 

no strong o b jec tio n  to  i t .  They would p re fe r  a b e t te r  sec tio n  of 

town, but w ith crowded cond itions and high ren t they  have dism issed the 

id e a . N eith er of th e  ch ild ren  seems to  be a ffec ted  by the h o s p ita l,  

although on summer n ig h ts  when the  windows are  open the  screams and 

m utterings of th e  p a t ie n ts  can be heard.

Bob i s  retarded  fo r  h is  age, p a r tly  due to  emotional c o n f l ic ts  

and p a r t ly  because he seems to  b e a slow le a rn e r; however, h is  I .  Q,. of 

94 in d ic a te s  an average le a rn e r . He g e ts  h is  fe e l in g s  h u rt very  e a s ily  

and c r ie s  b i t t e r l y .  He plays the g u ita r  and i s  q u ite  m usical. R esu lts  

o f study of Bob's case seem to  in d ica te  th a t  he is  more in te re s te d  in  

lea rn in g  when he can see a connection between the sub jec t and h is  music. 

I t  i s  through music th a t  he wins approval of th e  group and r e a l ly  fe e ls  

one of them. Bob sings in  th e  ju n io r ch o ir a t  h is  church. One of the
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music te ach e rs  got him in te re s te d  in  playing h is  g u i ta r  a t  the U.S.O. 

His hobby i s  c o lle c t in g  post cards and he has a very  unusual c o lle c t io n . 

No one can make him h app ier than to  give him a card to  add to  h is  

c o l le c t io n . Sometimes he earns money by sh in ing  shoes in  h is  f a th e r 1s 

shop. Bob’ s b e s t f r ie n d  i s  in  the  same Cub Den and l iv e s  in  a b e t te r  

p a r t  of town.

Ed i s  a lso  re ta rd ed  fo r  h is  age and i s  in  a slow second grade. 

He has had a couple of se rio u s  operations on h is  eyes which caused him 

to  miss a g re a t deal of tim e. He i s  q u ite  shy and r e t i r in g  in  manner.

He seems to  be on the defensive and i s  very h e s ita n t about expressing 

h im self before the  group. He seems to  d i s t r u s t  people. "Once he 

thought he was going to  pass, but the te ach e r f a i le d  him .” He says 

th a t sometimes he i s  a fra id  a t  n ig h t, f o r  th e i r  bed is  r e a r  the  a t t i c  

door and once in  th e  n igh t a c a t ’ s green eyes in  the dark frigh tened  

hiiji. He l ik e s  to  p lay  outdoor games and go f is h in g . He c o l le c ts  

match covers fo r  a hobby.

Ed’ s b e s t  f r ie n d s  l iv e  w ith in  the same area  as he does.

Both Ed and Bob have a q u ie t p lace to  study and a re g u la r  

time f o r  going to  bed and g e ttin g  up. They have c e r ta in  home d u tie s , 

such as drying d ish es , c u ttin g  g rass , e tc .  They a ttend  movies fct the 

h o s p ita l  w ith  some of th e i r  f r ie n d s .
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CASE 20

Mr. and Mrs. Rich and t h e i r  daughter, D oris , have an 

apartm ent in  a house belonging to  th e  E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l. I t  

i s  a la rg e  frame house which was made in to  apartm ents when more space 

was needed fo r  h o s p ita l  employees. The Richs have th e  u p s ta ir s  

apartment which c o n s is ts  of two rooms, k itchen  and bath . The la rg e s t  

room i s  heated  w ith  a wood stove and serves as a liv in g  room-bedroom 

com bination. The house i s  equipped w ith  e l e c t r i c i t y  and running 

w ater. The R ichs have a rad io , but no te lephone.

Mr. Rich has been employed by the E astern  S ta te  H o sp ita l 

fo r  several y e a rs . He has every o th e r week-end and Thursdays o f f .

His s a la ry  has been increased  and he received a bonus along w ith  a l l  

o th e r S ta te  employees. He i s  allowed sick  leave w ith pay. Mrs. Rich 

i s  employed as a w a itre ss  in  a lo c a l re s ta u ra n t.  She works on the 

day s h i f t  only , w ith one day o ff a week. She i s  docked f o r  any time 

taken o f f  when s ic k .

Mr. and Mrs. Rich are  V irg in ians. Mr. Rich completed grade 

school, w hile Mrs. Rich graduated from high school. They are members 

of the  B ap tis t Church.

While fe e l in g  no strong d is l ik e  fo r  th e  environment in  which 

they l iv e ,  Mrs. Rich would l ik e  a place in  another p a rt of town

because of th e  proxim ity to the  h o sp ita l. The t r u s t i e s  from the

h o sp ita l farm o ften  come to the house to  ask fo r  c ig a re t te s  o r matches, 

bu t they do not bo ther in  any o th e r way. However, Mrs. Rich said she

was a f ra id  to  leave D oris in  the apartment alone. They would move, but
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have been unable to  find  what they can a ffo rd  where they want to  l i r e .  

Mrs. Rich l ik e s  the school very  much. She has v is i te d  a number of 

tim es and does what she can to  he lp  whenever her work doesn’ t  p ro h ib i t .  

While the  B a p tis t Church i s  t h e i r r p re fe ren c e , they do not a ttend  

re g u la r ly . D oris goes to  Sunday School.

D oris i s  a normal, hea lth y  te n  year old c h ild . She is  in  the 

fo u rth  grade. While a slow lea rn in g  c h ild , she does almost average 

work. She has an I .  Q,. of 81, according to  one t e s t ;  however, q u a lity  

o f work and genera l re a c tio n s  seem to  in d ic a te  a s l ig h t ly  h igher I .  Q,. 

She l ik e s  school and has a strong in te r e s t  in  music and dancing. She 

i s  not a le a d e r  and i s  r a th e r  bashful and r e t i r in g .  Her b e s t f r ie n d  i s  

a g i r l  from ano ther p a rt of town, who never v i s i t s  her. Another fr ie n d  

l iv e s  on th e  same s t r e e t ,  but they v i s i t  only two o r th re e  tim es a 

y ear.

D oris does not have a room to  h e r s e lf ,  but she does have a 

l i t t l e  hallway where she keeps her personal belongings. She goes to  

bed a t  nine o’ clock and g e ts  up a t  seven. She i s  not d is tu rbed  by 

the n o ises  from the nearby da iry  b am . She i s  a f ra id  of "some dogs” 

qnd of the  b u ll  and cows on the E astern  S ta te  H osp ital farm. She does 

no t a tten d  the  dances a t  th e  h o sp ita l because "they are  too s tu ffy " , 

however, she does go to  th e  Friday n igh t movies fo r  the employees.

While she does not f e e l  any strong  d is l ik e  f o r  th e  physical environment 

in  which she l iv e s ,  she does seem to be a ffec ted  by i t  in so fa r  as 

so c ia l co n tac ts  are formed, fo r  6he p lays re g u la rly  w ith  no one in  the 

a rea , nor does she have v i s i t o r s  from any o th e r area in  town. One
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l i t t l e  g i r l  wanted to  go home from school w ith  D oris , h u t h e r p a ren ts  

f e l t  th a t  the area was not s u ita b le  fo r  th e i r  c h ild . This in a b i l i ty  

to  e n te r ta in  h e r  f r ie n d s  and to  l iv e  in  a normal atmosphere are  no 

doubt co n trib u tin g  causes of Doris* re tirem en t and lack  of p a r t i c ip a t ­

ion in  a l l  th in g s  a t  school. She f e e l s  th e  d iffe re n c e  in  her 

environment and background from o th e rs  in  her group, which tends 

to  make h e r f e e l  a lone.
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CASE 21

The Kinds have liv e d  in  W illiamsburg sev era l y ears . The 

house in  which they l iv e  i s  spacious, but badly in  meed of r e p a ir s .  

They re n t and the landlady w il l  not make r e p a ir s .  There i s  w ater 

in  the k itch en , but no bathroom, which n e c e s s ita te s  using an o u t­

door t o i l e t .  They have e l e c t r i c i t y  and a te lephone. Two of the 

rooms u p s ta i r s  are ren ted  to  Mrs. &indTs s i s t e r s .

Mr. and Mrs. Kind are  V irg in ians and high school g raduates. 

They belong to  the  M ethodist Church and a ttend  occasio n a lly . The 

boys go to  Sunday School. Mr. Kind i s  employed by a p riv a te  concern 

as a tru c k -d r iv e r . They have two boys, Lewis, who i s  in  ju n io r  

prim ary, and another too young to go to  school.

Mrs. Kind would p re fe r  liv in g  in  another neighborhood, but 

doesn’ t  o b je c t se rio u s ly  to  the  a rea . She has v is i te d  the school 

q u ite  freq u en tly , because Lewis has some troub le  g e ttin g  ad ju sted .

Lewis was quite se n s itiv e  and a fra id  of undiscovered th in g s . 

He would cry  and want to  s tay  home because he thought he couldn’t  do 

a r ith m e tic , which fo r  some reason he had b u i l t  up a defense a g a in s t. 

In v e s tig a tio n  showed th a t  ju s t  because he did  not know how to  do 

th in g s  r ig h t  away he would cry and want someone to  do i t  f o r  him, 

because h is  mother had always done th in g s fo r  him. Lewis i s  a very 

capable c h ild , having an I .f t . of 127, but i s  not working to  capacity . 

He has poor work h a b its ; in stead  of g e ttin g  to  work promptly, he 

w astes time day-dreaming or tapping on someone e lse , who is  try in g  to  

work, o r in  ta lk in g ,  or by chewing on h is  p e n c il. He w ill  get h is
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m a te r ia ls  out prom ptly, but s ince  he w astes so much tim e, he ra re ly  

f in is h e s  a jo b . VJhen given an opportun ity  to  choose fo r  h im self, he 

does nothing u n t i l  to ld  to .  He l ik e s  to  read and reads as w ell as 

the average of the group.
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CASE 22

Mr. and Mrs. E r ro ll  l iv e  in  a l i t t l e  bungalow on a new 

s t r e e t  in  the  a re a . The house i s  a b i t  crowded, but f a i r l y  n ea t.

I t  i s  equipped w ith  running w ater and e l e c t r i c i ty ,  and they  have 

a te lephone.

Mr. E r ro l l  i s  employed on a war job . He has long hours, but 

ex ce lle n t pay. Mrs. E r ro l l  i s  kept home w ith  th e  housework and two 

young ch ild ren .

Both Mr. and Mrs. E r ro l l  a re  V irg in ians and have a grade 

school education . They belong to  th e  B ap tis t Church. They have 

f iv e  ch ild ren . The o ld e s t son i s  in  the Army overseas. Bob, the 

o th e r son, i s  in  th e  e ig h th  grade a t  school. Laura, the o ld est 

daughter, i s  in  the seventh g rade, and the o th e r two g i r l s  are  too 

young to  go to  school.

Mrs. E r ro l l  seems p e rfe c tly  happy in  the area and lik e s  h e r 

neighbors. She ra re ly  goes to  the school. She says i t  i s  hard to  

get away from the  young ch ild ren .

Bob i s  almost s ix te en  and in  the  eighth  g rade. He is  

extrem ely r e t i r in g  in  manner. He has f a i le d  a couple of tim es and 

appeared to  be d is in te re s te d  in  school. His attendance is  very poor. 

His b e s t f r ie n d s  liv e  out in  the  country. He has no hobby. He says 

he l ik e s  where he l iv e s  " a l l  r ig h t” . His f a i lu r e  in  school is  

apparen tly  th e  r e s u lt  of f a i lu r e  on the p a r t  of h is  paren ts  to  see th a t  

he a tten d s  re g u la r ly , and on the  p a r t of the school fo r  not fin d in g  

something in  which he i s  in te re s te d .
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Laura did  very good work w hile she was in  elem entary school, 

hut when she en tered  the  seventh grade she found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to 

make adjustm ents. She f e e l s  the d iffe re n c e  in  so c ia l s ta tu s . She 

l i s t e d  as one of her h e s t f r ie n d s  a s o c ia l ly  prominent g i r l  who 

has never v is i te d  h e r. She l ik e s  movie s ta r s  and books. She does 

not a ttend  the dances o r movies a t  the  h o s p ita l .  Laura’ s school 

attendance i s  very  poor. She has had to  be sen t home because o f 

p e d ic u lo s is . The home has made no permanent c o rrec tio n  and i t  has 

had to  be repeated  sev e ra l tim es. This continued absence fo r  a th ing  

which in  i t s e l f  i s  a so c ia l d isg race  i s  very harmful to  Laura. Her 

te ach e r sa id  she d id  not th in k  Laura would pass h e r grade. She takes 

p a r t  in  no a c t iv i t i e s ,  except to  a t te n d  b aseb a ll games when her 

b ro th e r  is  p lay in g .
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