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ABSTRACT

This thesis demonstrates how social and economic aspects of
life are reflected in the cemetery. Cedar Grove, a 19th - 20th
century cemetery located in Williamsburg, Virginia was chosen as
the data base for this study. In Chapter | previous books, papers,
and articles dealing with cemeteries, or related topics, demonstrate
the usefulliness of cemetery studies In anthropological research. In
the following chapters the data for this thesis is presented.

Chapter Il examines Cedar Grove as the archaeological site,
including a description of the layout of the cemetery.

Analysis of gravestones and plots is the concentration of Chapter
[1l. Examination of these two aspects found in the cemetery give
many important clues to past lifeways. They detail not oOnly
individual lives but trends in the community as well. information
available on gravestones, as well as plot size and distribution, are
noted to be important indicators of kinship, as well as social and
economic status.

Chapter IV deals with the documentary evidence, from the
sample years of 1880 to 1940, that support contentions made in
previous chapters and answer many questions about how and why
certain changes occur. A brief history of Williamsburg indicates
possible answers to questions posed in the previous chapters. The
documents used in this chapter are mainy wills and obituaries,
Wills are used as economic indicators, and include inventories of
prope_rt%/ and possessions, thus giving a good clue to economic status
within the community. Obituaries are used as indicators of social
status, and demonstrate that the vast majority of people buried in
Cedar Grove between the years of 1880 and 1940 were on the upper
end of the soclal scale. They also demonstrate that people
inter-related in life are usually inter-related in death. The results
of this study suggest that cemeteries can be, and are, important
resources in anthropological research.
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INTRODUCTION

It has long since been accepted by prehistorians that mortuary
behavior is worthy of close examination. However, few historical
archaeologists have dealt with mortuary practices, and those that
have, have dealt almost exclusively with Colonial gravestones. It is
the contention here that later, 19th to 20th century, cemeteries are
also worthy of close examination. Understanding past lifeways and
cultural processes are two of the main goals of archaeology and this
should not be limited to societies or cultures in the distant past.
After all, this is the premise for historical archaeology, but too
often it is cut off at, or before the Civii War. Cemetery studies in
the later historical periods can aid the anthropoiogist as much as
prehistoric or Colonial cemetery studies have, and as such should be
considered more often and more thoroughly. Historical
archaeologists can contribute greatly to understanding the more
recent past that is too often assumed to be understood; and as will
be demonstrated, cemeteries are one way of gaining information
that may lead to insight in regard to past lifeways and cultural
processes.

Why study cemeteries? What can a cemetery tell us about the
culture from which it was created. These are two important
questions addressed in this thesis. To accomplish this a community



cemetery is examined to determine if the living community is
reflected in the cemetery.

The study area for the thesis is Cedar Grove Cemetery in
williamsburg, Virginia, which dates from approximately 1860 to the
present. Through examination of the cemetery, as well as
documentary evidence, it will be demonstrated that the community
cemetery reflects the social organization of the community, as well
as local and national historical events. The events examined in
Cedar Grove Cemetery are World War |, the Depression, and the
restoration of Colonial Williamsburg.

To accomplish this, gravestones as well as distributional
patterns of the gravestones and plots, will be examined.
Documentary evidence such as wills and obituaries are used as an
aid in determining social and economic factors, and also to support
contentions made from the physical data.

By walking through Cedar Grove three patterns were at once
evident.  First, it was noted that there were areas that were
created at different times, based upon the size of plots. Some areas
had large family plots, some had smaller family plots, and still
others contained mostly individual burials. The primary problem
was to determine how and why this change in plot size occured and
to also determine if this pattern of variability in plot size reflected
the history of the community. If this pattern did reflect changes in
the community it would then be necessary to understand and explain

these changes and the results they had on the community.



Secondly, it was noted that certain areas had large quantities of
stones while others had small quantities. This brought to mind
questions regarding social and economic factors. Do racial
differences account for some of this variability? Is there a
distinction between sections in regard to class, for instance is one
section representative of the upper class, or wealthy, and another
representative of the lower class, or poor? These questions will be
dealt with in subsequent chapters.

Thirdly, within the vast majority of family plots the individual
gravemarkers followed one style, regardless of the varying dates of
death. Some questions raised by this homogeneity were: Did this
reflect a close-knit kinship pattern? Why wasn't this pattern
evident in all areas of the cemetery? And, what did the pattern say
about the community of Williamsburg? Again, the answers to these
questions will be examined in the following chapters.

Chapter | is areview of the literature that closely relates to the
present study. By starting with this brief review it is hoped that
the reader will understand what has been done with cemeteries, and
how it has assisted anthropologists in attempting to understand
different societies and cultures. These studies are also presented
to support the contention that cemeteries can be indicators of many
facets of culture, such as kinémp, politics, social status, and
religion; and as such should not be neglected.

Chapter Il and Il will deal with the cemetery as a whole,

starting with a discussion of the changes and variations of stones



and plots in Cedar Grove. It is here that it will be demonstrated
that the cemetery is a reflection of the living community. To
accomplish this, style, size, and quantity and distribution of plots
and stones will be examined. To create a workable unit of study a
number of sampling strategies were employed and these will be
examined briefly. These chapters contain the archaeological
component in the study as they examine settiement patterns and
material culture in the cemetery.

Chapter 1V will deal with one time period, 1880 to 1940. The
usefulness of documents such as wills and obituaries will be
demonstrated, and it will be shown how these documents can
support contentions made in previous chapters. This chapter also
contains a short history of williamsburg that exptains some of the
changes in Cedar Grove Cemetery. The emphasis here will be largely
historical, relying on documents to support the arguments.

The overall method used in this thesis is anthropological,
archaeological, and historical, and attempts to attain the best
possible data base.

Finally, the conclusion will sum up the data that has been
presented, resulting in a more thorough understanding of cemetery
studies and the potential they have as cultural indicators. It will
be shown that the cemetery is a good place to gain information
about a culture or community because it is "a restricted, tanglible,
and controllable body of data" ( Dethiefsen, 1981:138).



CHAPTER |

Literature Review

This chapter deals with the literature relevant to method and
theory in cemetery studies. More specifically it deals with works
relevant or influential to the study of Cedar Grove Cemetery in
williamsburg, Virginia, the subject of this thesis. It begins with a
discussion of theoretical works that pertain to this topic and argues
for the importance and usefulness of cemetery studies in the field
of anthropology and the sub-field of archaeology. Most of these
works deal with social organization, a factor of specific relevance
to the present study. Following the review of the more theoretical
studies, works demonstrating varying methodologies will be
discussed, including the use of documents, general description of
stones and cemeteries, and seriation. Many of the works discussed
fall within both categories and their separation into one category or

another was based on their relevance to the present study.

THEORETICAL STUDI

The following works were selected because they specifically
dealt with the question of social organization in the cemetery, an
important aspect of the Cedar Grove Cemetery study, though it is by
no means an exhaustive review of the literature. Rather, what these



works have in common, is the importance placed on inferring social
organization from the study of cemeteries. The works to be
discussed are: Chapman and Randsborg's The Archaeology of Death
(1981), Stannard's introduction to Death in America (1975), and
Pearson's “"Mortuary practices, society and ideology: an
ethnoarchaeological study” (1982).

In the introduction to The Archaeology of Death (1981) Robert
Chapman and Klavs Randsborg discuss many theories related to the
subject of death as it is studied from an archaeological point of
view. They suggest that the study of the archaeology of death has
shifted, along with the rest of archaeology, from speculative and
chronological approaches to the more cultural ones. This cultural
approach is associated closely with the “new archaeology” paradigm
of the early 1960's. Previously it was believed by many
archaeologists that the social organization of any past culture was
unobtainable information. But in the early 1960's Lewis Binford
(1962) contended that archaeological knowledge was not limited to
technology and economics, and questions in regard to social
organization should be considered. Binford's suggestion provides a
major impetus to the present study, as many dimensions of culture,
including social organization, can be determined from examining
gravestones and cemeteries.

Chapman and Randsborg (1981:15) state that “what the
archaeologist is aiming for is the definition of spatial patterns

which can be interpreted as the result of conscious or unconcious



human behavior.” These patterns give the archaeologist, as
Binford contends, more than just information on technology and
economics, it gives information that can reveal many social
dimensions of a culture or community.

Taking this one step further they (1981:15) discuss social status
in the cemetery, asking "what is the nature of the changing
relationship between the availability of space within the cemetery
and the decisions taken by the living community about the form and
location of interment of different age, sex and status groups?
Indeed by éuch decisions the community may or may not choose to
reflect social affiliaton or status through the spatial dimensions.”
As will be demonstrated in the following chapters, it is the
contention here that these decisions do make clear statements
about social and kin relationships.

In Death in America, David Stannard (1973:x), emphasizes the
social aspect of mortuary studies. His work relies heavily on the
ideas of Robert Hertz (1907), who's principal contention is that the
death of an important person damages the social fabric of the
community or culture (Stannard 1975:x). This is particularly
retevant to the Cedar Grove study. As will be demonstrated
through the use of documents, most people buried in Cedar Grove
between the years of 1890 and 1930 were prominent in the
community, and to a much less degree many still are

In "Mortuary  practices, society and ideology: an
ethnoarchaeological study”, Michael P. Pearson discusses mortuary



practices and social systems.
He states (1982:99) in his introduction that certain assumptions
must be made:

Firstly, the deceased is given a set of representations of his
or her various social identities or roles when alive so that
their status or social position may be given material form
after death, e.g. gravegoods, monuments, place of burial etc.
Secondly, the material expressions of these roles may be
compared between individuals. Thirdly, the resultin
patterns of role differentiation may be ranke
h%ezarchicany as divisions existing within the society under
study.

Pearson uses Cambridge as an example to support his thesis.
From this he (1882:109) concludes a number of things; first, that
gravestones commemorate the deceased and recognize them in the
living world. Second, that in the 20th century social position is
less overt (a finding also substantiated in Cedar Grove). Third, in
the 20th century there is a marked decline in ceremony, as
demonstrated by changes in clothing, rites, and simplification of
monuments (also found in Cedar Grove). Pearson (1982:112)
conlcudes by stating that the "archaeologist can investigate the
social placing (or categorization) of the dead as constituted through
the material evidence of the archaeological record by developing
general principles which relate material culture and human society.”

METHODOLOGICAL STUDIES
The following works are principally methodological, although

many also contain a theoretical component. They are; Forbes’

Gravestones of Early New England (1927), Ludwig's Graven Images
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(1966), Deetz and Dethlefsen's "Death’s Heads, Cherubs, and Willow
Trees: Experimental Archaeology in Colonial Cemeteries” (1966),
Benes' The Masks of Orthodoxy (1977), Dethlefsen's "The Cemetery
and Culture Change:  Archaeological Focus and Ethnographic

Perspective” (1981), and Mackie's "By works of Faith made perfect:
A seriational study of Cedar Grove Cemetery” (unpublished 1984).
All of these works stress the importance of cemetery and, or,
gravestone studies in gaining information in either the
reconstruction of past lifeways andg, or, cultural processes.

The first work to be discussed is Harriette Forbes' Gravestones
of Early New England, first published in 1927, but later reprinted in
1967, a time when many archaeologists were giving serious thought
to cemetery studies in historical periods. Forbes' study was the
first of its kind and has been a footing for many, if not all, colonial
gravestone studies. Some of the methods employed by Forbes have
been influential in the present study, specifically the use of
documents to support hypotheses. Though Forbes was not an
archaeologist or anthropologist her work is a classic because she is
one of the first, if not the first, to ask questions about the
reflection of life in historic cemeteries. She deals with many
aspects of gravestones, including matertal, symbolism, and
individual stonecutters.

Through the use of analyses of gravestones in addition to
documentary resources, Forbes (1967:5) explores questions about

the production of gravestones, followed by questions relating to the
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source of stone, the men who produced them and the source of
inspiration for motifs and designs. She found that very few stones
were imported from overseas, as was inferred from the lack of
records of shipments or bills, records of orders, or inventories. In
addition to this it was noted that documents were lacking that
would indicate that stones were imported uncarved. With the aid of
geologists she determined that all the gravestones could have been
quarried ltocally, as slate is found in the Massachusetts bay area
and "greenstone” in Boston.

Forbes turns to documents, specifically probate records, for
information regarding the buying and selling of stones. Earlier
records were of little or no assistance, but she found that after
1693 records show cutter fees quite often paid to a middieman,
thus consequently the cutter's name was rarely mentioned.

Also through the use of documents she found that most men who
made gravestones were stonecutters only as a second occupation.
They held diverse primary occupations such as mason, brickiayer,
slater, cordwainer, surveyor, woodcarver, farmer, deacon, captain,
judge, and so forth; seemingly no limit as to who could carve stones
for gravemarkers. However, it is important to note that each carver
had his own style, and this style was, like ones' handwriting, unique.
Even when it is obvious that a copy was being attempted there was
still a difference that shined through, though often these
distinctions, or trademarks, were not intentional. To make matters

more difficult for researchers today, few carvers signed their work.
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Perhaps the greatest contribution Forbes made was the study of
the stonecutters themselves. She asked who they were, where they
came from and what characterized their individual styles. The
answers to these questions came from the examination of the
gravestones in addition to documents. A few of her examples of
stonecutters will be mentioned here to demonstrate the kind of
information she was obtaining.

The first is known simply as "The stone cutter of Boston®, dating
to 1633. His trademark, according to Forbes, was simple, clear,
crisp and beautiful rosettes, but later he added oddly shaped
deathsheads with hooked eyebrows, broad jaws, lots of teeth, and
wings that were well over the ears. Other symbols of death such as
the hourglass, cross-bones, pickaxe, and spade were also used.

The second carver is William Mumford, who by 1681 was well
known as a quality cutter, though his name does not appear in
probate records until the 1693 yellow fever epidemic. His
trademark was the death symbol with round eyes, calm, untroubled
vision, teeth carefully cut, and two triangles, one inside the other,
for the nose. In addition to this he was known for adding rosettes
at the tops of the borders and using all capital letters.

The third carver, popular in the Boston area around 1700, is
known only by the initials found on all his stones, JN. His
trademarks include unusual lettering, crossing his E's and F's with
triangles, and U's being like U's of today, not the typical V's of his
period. But most of all he is known for his use of lilies and
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peacocks.

Other well-known stonecutters of the 18th century were the
Lamsons of Charlestown; the Fosters of Dorchester; Nathaniel
Emmes, Williams Codner, Henry Christian Geyer, John Homer, and
Daniel Hastings, all from the Boston area and all leaving sons to
follow in their footsteps.

Forbes discussion of the symbolic meanings behind the carvings
also shows the great detail in which she performed her study. The
results of this aspect of her study will not be examined here since
symbolism is not a focus of the present study.

Forbes realized the great amount of data that can be obtained
through cemetery studies, and she also realized early on that
documents can be invaluable to the researcher.

Allan Ludwig's Graven Images (1966), is another work that has
been a stepping stone for many cemetery studies. As with Forbes,
Ludwig's work is important because of the emphasis placed on the
information, found in cemeteries, available about life, Ludwig
stresses the influence of the Puritan religion on stonecutting, and
on symbolism. He notes, as did Forbes, that the Puritans did not
allow images in meetinghouses, so they “released” this urge on
gravestones, and this imagery shows a deep strain of passion and
delight in mystical symbolism. It was only in death rituals that the
Puritan community, as a whole, could indulge in imagery, and thus,
only in the graveyard the average Puritan found any quantity of

visual art. Since the funeral was often an important community
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function, great amounts of money were spent, often costing as much
as a years salary. Later, laws were passed that restricted the
amount spent so the poor could afford to bury their dead, though
this change was not a welcomed one, as many of the Puritans
desired to leave this world with fanfare and ritual, perhaps to
compensate for something they had little of during their lifetime.

Ludwig goes into detailed analysis of the symbolism involved in
graven images, but as before it will not be detailed here since
symbolism is not a principal interest in the present study, though it
should be noted for those interested in symbolism that both Forbes
and Ludwig have a great deal to contribute.

The third work to be examined is James Deetz and Edwin
Dethiefsen's (1966), "Death's Heads, Cherubs, and Willow Trees:
Experimental Archaeology in Colonial Cemeteries.” In this paper
Deetz abd Dethlefsen emphasize that significant changes in culture
can be determined by gravestones. In addition to being useful in the
study of kinship, demography, stylistic changes, and religious
change, they argue that gravestone studies can also be helpful in
determining values and morals. As Deetz and Dethlefsen (1966:503)

state:

"It can be seen that gravestones are probably unique in
permitting the anthropologist to investigate inter-related
changes in style, religion, population, personal and societal
values, and social organization under absolute chronological
control with a full hiStorical record against which to project
results for accuracy.”

The methodology employed in their study involved a spatiaily
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delineated area. In addition temporal limits were set from 1680 to
the early 19th centery.

Deetz and Dethlefsen note three basic designs within these
spatial and temporal limits. (Although others are noted they are
considered local traditions and variations of one of the original
three.)  The following are the three designs discussed by the two
authors.  First, the Death's Head, a winged skull , sometimes
combined with bones, hourglasses, coffins, and palls, the more
simple the design the later it would be dated. Secondly, the
Cherubs, human faces with wings. As with the death's heads, the
more simple the design the later the date. Thirdly, the Urn and
Willow, the appearance of which  signals the end of the
slate-gravestone tradition in New England.

One of the methods used to document and define their study was
photography. They photographed each stone and then numbered and
coded each. In addition to demographic data, epitaphs were also
recorded. The second important method used was seriation. The
sample was quantified, broken down by decade and put into graph
form, and from this emerged a battle-ship shaped curve, indicating
that the seriation was successful. The death's heads preceeded the
cherubs, which in turn preceeded the urn and willow designs.
Though this pattern is constant, the times and rates at which it
occured in different geographical areas vary.

Overall the designs cluster into three periods, the first spans
from 1680 to 1740, the second from 1740 to 1760, and the third,



from 1760 to 1820. The death's heads are found in the first and
second periods, cherubs in the second and third periods, and the urn
and willows, in the third period only; showing how one universal
motif replacing another over the whole area is a function of change
in religious values, combined with shifts in views regarding death
(Deetz and Dethlefsen 1966:506).

The death's head is seen as representative of the Puritan view
and symbolizes mortality, with little or no mention of the afterlife.
The epitaphs are morbid, including phrases about worms, dust, and
decay. The cherubs, on the other hand, were more hopeful and the
epitaphs usually lighter, and there is usually mention of God or-the
afterlife. The death's heads represent mortal remains whereas the
cherub represents the immortal, but both are personalized
representations. Later, when the urn and willow design becomes
popular the memorial is depersonalized. The change from 1740 to
1760 is seen as reflective of the Great Awakening. Stress is put on
the joy of the afterlife and resurrection instead of mortality and
judgement. By 1760 there is an increase of Unitarianism and
Methodism which reflects the shift to the urn and willow patterns,
the hallmark of the later Victorian era.

As stated earlier many aspects of previous cultures can be
learned from this type of study. An example Deetz and Dethlefsen
use is kinship. They discovered that before 1800 stones for males
bore their name only, no kin affiliation was present. But with
women and children, a kin affiliation is indicated; such as wife of,
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or child of. After 1800 this breaks down to Mr. and Mrs., or the name
only. They note (1966:509) that "it may well be that gravestones
are one of the richest sources of information regarding changes in
the cognitive aspect of kin terminology through time in American
Culture." This part of their paper relates to the Cedar Grove study
as kin relations will be examined closely.

They finalize their paper by stating (1966:510) that "colonial
gravestones provide the anthropologist with a highly complex
pattern of material change, in which the dominant theme is the
highly integrated nature of the various aspects of culture change.”

Much of Deetz and Dethlefsen's study has been influential to the
present study. In particular, many of the methods they employed
such as photographic record keeping; as well as their general
premise that a cemetery can reflect many aspects of culture, and in
particular, social organization.

In The Masks of Orthodoxy (1977), Peter Benes discusses the
relationship between stonecutters and the Puritans. As have most
of the previous writers Benes states that stonecutting was usually
a second job for the men. But a point he makes that many have
neglected, perhaps thinking it too obvious, is that to write or carve
stones, one had to be literate. This is an important aspect to
consider when examing stones in light of social organization or
status since it really put stonecutting into the hands of one class,
the educated. This surely had a profound influence in stonemaking
and makes one wonder what gravestones would have looked like if
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they had been carved by the uneducated classes. This is something
that is left to specuation but it would seem that perhaps many
aspects of stones would be different.

Many of his views are very similar to others expressed already,
with a few notable differences. His main thesis (1977:1) is that
the cutters in Plymouth County were "motivated by a far greater
degree of conscious intent than has been previously supposed.” He
follows this with three propositions (1977:1-2); first, he states
that the skull images were not symbols of death but of ghosts and
spirits released by death. Second, that facial caricatures were
deliberate puns, the purpose being to illustrate concepts of grace,
resurrection, and salvation. And third, that these caricatures are
part of the Puritan folk-lore or sign language which represented
religious attitudes and expectations.

What Benes wanted to do was find the names of carvers and then
locate any remaining stones made by those carvers. To accomplish
this he used Deetz and Dethlefsen's method to code photographs by
technical, stylistic, genealogical, demographic, and designated-use
criteria. He contends that by studying diffusion, through seriation,
one can possibly determine the extent to which religious attitudes
influenced headstone designs. He also states that conversly, one
might be able to infer religious opinions where documents are
lacking.

Benes believes the 1740 religious revival had a tremendous

influence on the attitudes of the people, and stated that the Puritan
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concept of uncertainty was vanquished, assurance could now be
gained through good and hard work. Secondly, he states that
whereas political sinews had been previously bound by the regions
Congregational churches, these were now broken up.

As have many others, he deals with the Puritans' preoccupation
with death. Death and religion are seen as mutually supportive,
gravestone images reminded the Puritans that their time was short
and death was inevitable, but they had hope in resurrection.

Finally he, like Forbes, lists and discusses many stonecutters.
For each of these he gives a brief history and their distinctions in
stonecutting. Unlike some of the earlier works Benes asks
questions about social organization, not just religion.

One of the most influential archaeologist dealing with the topic
of gravestones or cemeteries is Edwin Dethlefsen. In Modern
Material Culture- The Archaeology of Us (1981), Dethlefsen
contributes "The Cemetery and Culture Change: Archaeological Focus
and Ethnographic Perspective.” In it, Dethlefsen (1981:137)
argues for the value of cemetery studies and contends that the
cemetery mirrors the living community, calling it "a community of
the dead." This work is particularly relevant to the present work as
it deals with similar temporal limits, and many of the findings are
similar as well. But one difference between the two studies is that
in the present study there is documentation to support the
hypotheses.

Dethlefsen divides the last one hundred years into three periods
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and briefly discusses the characteristics of each. The first period
is defined as an "Industrial Period" and is found in cemeteries
beginning in the 1890's. During this period family plots become
most popular, often having iron or stone borders around them. This
phenomena will be noted in the present study. In addition, obelisks
become more popular as well as "pulpits”, what will be refered to in
proceeding chapters as slant markers. Another switch during this
period is from the paternalistic terminology, ie wife of, to
references to father, husband, friend, suggesting a time of greater
equality. The period is characterized mostly by strong familial
ties.

The second period is the "Reform Period". Dethlefsen uses a
sample from an area in Florida, dating from 1920 to the 1930's.
This period is characterized by a reduction in family plots and
children being banished to the "nursery” or "singles” areas. Very
few epitaphs exist and those that do are very reduced, such as "At
Rest". Rarely is religious symbolism found in this period.

The last period discussed is the "Lonely Crowd Period". Here,
Dethlefsen (1981:156) demonstrates that the previous period
becomes even more "fixed, but complemented by changes in new
directions, representing new culture-systemic adjustments”.
During this period he found that wedding dates often occured on
stones, and emblems associated with clubs, organizations, and
occupations became more popular. Characteristics of all of these
periods are present ih Cedar Grove though some, for example the



21

nursery or singles areas, occur at somewhat later dates.

Dethlefsen's work has been the most influential and relevant in
the present thesis and is one of the very few dealing with
community and culture change in the 19th and 20th centuries as
reflected by cemeteries. Much of the present study follows the
trends outlined by Dethlefsen as the “Industrial®, "Reform”, and
“Lonlely Crowd" periods, though occasionally the dates vary
somewhat, usually occuring later than Dethlefsen found. This is not
surprising since it is expected that trends will differ in varying
degrees in regard to geographical factors.

The last work to be examined deals with an important method
used in cemetery studies, seriation. Seriation is one of the most, if
not the most popular method of studying culture change in the
cemetery. Norman Mackie's (1984 unpublished) paper By works of
Faith made perfect: A seriational study of Cedar Grove Cemetery”
demonstrates how seriation is used and why it is an important
method in cemetery studies. In this study he utilized many of the
same methods that were used by Deetz and Dethlefsen (1966) in
their study of Death's Heads, Cherubs, and Willow Trees. Mackie
uses seriation as a tool to organize and define change through time
in his sample period of 1860 to 1930. Gravestones are looked at
not only in light of raw material but also form, design, inscription
and epitaph. By using graphs and plotting his findings at five year
incriments he was able to demonstrate the changes in gravestones

over time, noting not only the presence, but also the absence of,
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attributes.

His conclusions are as follows., There were principally three
types of stones found, marble, granite, and sandstone.  Within his
study area he found 50 marble stones, 64 granite stones, and only |
sandstone. The peak for the marble stones was 1905 to 1909,
whereas granite was found to be consistantly used from 1880 to
1930.

In his study of the form of gravestones he notes that the most
recurrent were the placque, lecturn, round and slight round types.
These different types of gravestones are found during specific
periods. The lecturns were the type most prevalent in the sample
area, first appearing in the 1880's and continuing in small numbers
throughout 1919 and then increasing during the period of 1920 to
1930. The placque type occured in small numbers before 1904 but,
like the lecturns, were quite popular in the 1920's through the
1930's. There were only 19 headstones found in his sample, seven
round, dating from 1865 to 1915, and 12 slight round, with no dates
available.

In regard to eptiaphs Mackie found that in the sample area 32 had
generally simple and short ones while 80 had none at all. Stones
with epitaphs presented a slender curve, gradually increasing with
wild fluctuations until 1905 to 1909, where it reached its peak.
During this peak 22% of the stones had epitaphs (1984:8).

In summarizing the information Mackie states that a number of
changes occurred during the period of study. The predominant
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material used for gravestones in the third quarter of the 19th
century was marble, and later granite took over. The full round and
slight round stones were distributed evenly through the sample
period, but the trend was toward shortening and eventually
eliminating the epitaphs. There were only a few stones with
epitaphs over two lines and these were generally grouped around the
turn of the century, but by 1925 to 1930 100% of the gravestones in
his sample have no epitaphs (1984:8). Mackie suggests that the size
of the s{one and the decrease of inscription were possibly the result
of the use of granite. Granite is the most durable of the stones and
with increased technology it gave the stonecutters a feasible
alternative.

Mackie (1984:11) concludes by stating "the benefit of such a
study of modern gravestones coupled with available ethnographic
information allows for practical explanation of gravestone form and
distribution beyond the unverifiable information of earlier studies.”
It is hoped that the present study will demonstrate the validity of
the last statement.

The use of cemetery studies should by now seem obvious.
Through these studies one can determine many dimensions of
previous lives, communities, and cultures, including economics,
social organization, kinship, demography, religion, values or morals,
and folk-ways. As John 0'Shea (1981:39) states, "mortuary behavior
is an extremely valuable archaeological resource, since it

represents the direct and purposeful culmination of conscious
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behavior, rather than its incidental residue.”
In the remaining three chapters it will be clear that many of the

works previously discussed have influenced the present study.



CHAPTER I
Data Analysis of Cedar Grove Cemetery

This chapter has as its' main theme the study of Cedar Grove
Cemetery as representative of a changing community. As
generations pass, inevitable changes occur in a society. These
changes can be seen in many facets of life and should be reflected in
the way people handle death and burial practices. These changes can
be found by examining several aspects of cemeteries. They include
epitaphs; size, form and material of stones; and distributional
patterns of stones plots. Guy Gibbon (1984:139) succinctly sums
up the basic ideal behind the present study in the following
statement:

Since the interactions of members of %roups are governed by
sets of cultural norms, peopie should interact in more or
less patterned ways. If people’s

social behavior is patterned, facilities should be
constructed and materials discarded or lost in patterned
ways, too. Therefore, by identifying pattern in the
archaeological record, archaeologists should be able to
reconstruct, through a chain of “inferential reasoning, a
community’'s social organization and some of the rules of its
social structure.

A basic assumption of this study is that cemeteries reflect
ideals regarding religion, kinship, life, death, values, morals, and
social organization. These ideals, in turn, are reflected in

gravestones and in plot arrangements and are subject to changes
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that occur in the culture. Dethiefsen (1981:137) has stated that "A
cemetery should reflect the local, historical flow of attitudes about
community. It is, after all, a community of the dead, created,
maintained and preserved by the community of the living.”

The first section of this chapter deals with the physical
appearance of Cedar Grove Cemetery and is followed by a discussion
of the spatial limitations of the study and its sampling strategy. A
final section contains a typology of the gravestones. This typology
will then form the basis for a discussion of the changes and
distribution of gravestones.

THE SITE

Cedar Grove is a 17 acre cemetery located on South Henry Street
in Williamsburg, Virginia. When approaching the cemetery on South
Henry St. an old brick wall is visible. This wall probably dates back
to the 1860's, though the exact date is unknown. There are three
entrances from South Henry Street; the old entrance is in the center
of the brick wall along the street and two newer entrances exist on
each end of the wall.

Once inside the cemetery a number of differences between the
inside and outside of the walls are evident. The oldest sections of
the cemetery are within the walls, the outside being the result of a
1962 addition. Outside the walls the landscape is stark and bare,
with the exception of the occasional flowers on the graves; whereas
inside the walls it looks more like a small park, with trees, bushes,
shrubs, and flowers.  Another difference is that the outside of the
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walls are not densely occupied by gravestones, since it is the most
recent area and has a large number of plots that are unocccupied.
Inside the walls there are literally gravestones from wall to wall
Another contrast befween the outside and inside of the walls are
the orientation of graves, within the walls, graves are oriented east
to west, but on the outside of the walls the burials seem to
accomodate the space available, some running east to west and
others north to south.

SAMPLING STRATEGIES

The first problem encountered was how to make Cedar Grove a
managable unit of study. To do this a number of sampling
strategies were employed. "Sampling is viewed as a tool to aide the
archaeologist in selecting units of investigation and in generalizing
to larger entities” (James Mueller, 1975:ix). The first decision
was to exclude the 1962 addition, leaving six areas that are within
the brick walls, as well as two areas that are fenced extensions of
the brick Wails. (See maps 1 and 2 for the overall view of the
sample area.)

To further sample this large area a number of strategies were
examined to determine which one would best contribute to the
research design. Lewis Binford is one of many archaeologists that
supports the use of sampling strategies. He states (1975:257) that
“any archaeologist who is going to perform even at minimal
acceptable levels in modern archaeology must be concerned with
sampling procedures and how best to make use of them.” Thus, it
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was necessary to find a sampling strategy that would be accurate
and reflective of the entire area under study. An attempt was first
made to sample fourty random plots from the entire sample
area,this failed for two reasons. First, the size of plots varied,
giving an unbalanced view of the cemetery. Second, as the result of
a random sample, there were many plots in some areas of the
cemetery and few, or even none, in others. Therefore this strategy
did not appear to accuractly reflect the data available in Cedar
Grove Cemetery.

To solve the first problem 20° x 20" units were chosen. This
unit of measure was used because the cemetery plots were l1aid out
-according to the same dimensions. Some 20" x 20' units contained
one family plot, some contain two, and still others contain up to
twelve individual, unrelated burials. By employing 20' x 20" sample
areas large family plots were examined as well as smaller ones,
giving a consistent amount of space to be studied within each
section.

In answer to the second problem five 20° x 20’ areas from each
of the eight sections of the original sample area were chosen,
instead of fourty from the entire sample. The 20' x 20 areas were
chosen randomly, by the numbers represented on the blueprints for
Cedar Grove Cemetery. (Available from the City of Williamsburg.)
If a family plot extended outside the sample 20° x 20 unit this
area was considered, as long as at least half of the family lot was

contained within the sample plot. It should also be noted that 20" x
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20" units with no burials within them were not included and this
affects the sample in section 7, to be discussed later. The sample
encompasses 298 burials, out of approximately 1000 possible
burials in all of Cedar Grove Cemetery,

As stated earlier the sample area contains eight sections. Even
without benefit of the blueprints provided by the City of
Williamsburg these eight sections are visibly distinct. They are
bordered by roadways, paths and white posts. By examining the
blueprints it was discovered that these sections are designated by
the cityas 2, 3,7, 8,9, 10, 13, and 14 (Again, see maps 1 and 2 for
the overall sample area). These eight sections are the basis for
this thesis. (See appendix 1 for notes, photographs, and maps of
each section and sample piot.)

Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, and 14 are within the confines of the
brick walls. Sections 2 and 3 are the fenced extension areas,
located next to sections 8 and 7 respectively. Sections 7, 8, 9, and
10 represent the oidest areas of the cemetery and still occupy a
central position in Cedar Grove. Section 7 is located in the
southeast, section 8 in the southwest, section 9 in the northwest,
and section 10 in the northeast. Section 13 and 14 are located next
to sections 10 and 9 respectively. The cemetery seems to have been
set up with four main sections, 7, 8, 9, and 10. Then extensions
were made to the north, 13, and 14, and then to the south, 2 and 3.
UNITS OF STUDY

A brief discussion of these individual sections follows. They
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will be discussed in regard to stones and plots in a subsequent
section. The oldest areas, sections 7, 8, 9, and 10 will be
examined first, followed by the later sections, 13, 14, 2 and 3.
Section 7

The first section discussed is 7. Wwalking through the cemetery
it is immediately clear that there is a difference between this
section and others. Section 7 (see figure 1) has very few stones
present for the amount of known burials, per city records. Even
without the benefit of the City records one should be able to deduce
that either social and, or, economic factors were involved. Almost
immediately one realizes that the area must have been a paupers
area or, as the case was, the old black section of the cemetery.
Why doesn't this section have as many stones?  Why are there
virtually no family stones?  Why isn't there a consistency of
individual gravestones within a family plot, as is the case in other
sections? The obvious answer to the first question is economic.
This section, by dates taken from stones, dates from at least 1874
to 1979, with the majority dating from 1874 to the 1930's. Surely
it is asssumed that Blacks, at this time in particular, were on the
lower end of the social and economic ladder (As will be
demonstrated later, this is not always the case.)

The second and third questions however, are more difficult to
answer. As will be demonstrated with other sections, a pattern
develops in regard to the style of individual gravestones within a
family plot. But little pattern exists in section 7. Take for
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example the Harris plot. (See photograph, section 7, 20" x 20" #1,
in appendix 1) This plot is marked off by piped borders, showing
distinctly that the people within the borders belong together, but
within these borders there is little consistency. The childrens
stones are consistent, all being small rounded marble headstones,
but the adult markers have individual styles. Why is it that in the
Black section there is no pattern? It is probably not economic.
This most likely reflects the culture of the Black's in Williamsburg
as well as their views on life and death. Could it be that they saw
life as individual and this was carried over into death? This could
possibly explain why the childrens stones are similar. Was there
not enough time in their }lives to make themselves known as distinct
personalities or individuals?  Many of these guestions would be
theses in themselves and are much too involved to consider here, but
should be kept in mind for further research in this area.
2ection 8

Section 8 (see figure 2) is characterized by family plots and
family stones. The dates for this section, again by stones, is from
the 1860's to the present with the majority dating between the
years 1900 and 1950. Here one finds that most plots have family
stones and that there is a consistency of individual grave markers.
For example, in the Dennis plot all stones are granite slant markers
with polished borders, the same type of print, and they follow the
same pattern of information. (See photograph, section 8, 20' x 20'

# 5 in appendix 1.)
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One interesting phenomenon in section 8 is that plots are divided
and used by two related families. (This phenomena can aiso be
found in some other sections.) For instance the Gage/Dula plots are
two family plots, obviously related, joined by a common family
stone. (See photograph, section 8, 20° x 20' * 2 in appendix 1.)
This stone has Gage on one side and Dula on the other. Is this a
question of economics, kinship, or both? Do families who share
stones and lots save by dividing? This is obviously true. But is
this the only factor involved? There could be strong kin ties that
account for this and can be seen to solve problems within a family
as to where and how an individual is buried.

Section 9

Section 9 (see figure 3) is aiso characterized by large family
plots with a consistency of individual grave markers. Here there is
less emphasis on a family stone, but the overall atmosphere is
homogeneous. This is evidently one of the oldest sections of Cedar
Grove dating from the 1860's to present, the majority of stones
dating from 1890 to 1940. There are a large number of family plots
that have piped or stone borders, as well as posts that mark the
corners of the plot, keeping families separate from one another.
Section 10

Section 10 (see figure 4) is very similar to section 9 in that it is
characterized by large family plots with consistency of individual
gravemarkers. There are more family stones in this section,

relatively speaking, than in section 9, but less so than in section 2,



E!'3> 1> ?6%.-// LI$F 10 C$GH#! 1+ M -+) - [!##/$ 10 "S$GH! 1+ =N
#1 # ¢ .13 #>



E!3> O 76%.-// 6!$F 10 "$CG#! 1+ =N\



39

13, and 14. A confederate mass grave and memorial is located on
the east side of this section.

Sections 13 and 14

Sections 13 and 14 are newer sections of Cedar Grove, as stated
earlier, but they are still within the confines of the brick wallis.
This indicates that Cedar Grove evolved outwardly. Both sections
13 and 14 date from the 1930's to the present. These sections are
characterized by smaller plots with family stones.

In section 13 there is one notable difference. The "nursery”,
asDethlefsen (1981:155) calls it, is located at the east side of this
section. This area is an area where small children and infants are
buried. This definitely indicates changes in the values and the way
our culture deals with death. Now, in part anyway, it is considered
a matter of economics. A child's burial is cheaper in the nursery.
(If a family wants to bury the child in the regular area of the
cemetery it would cost the same as an adult burial. City
regulations state that only one burial can be placed ina 3' x 10
area, regardless of the sized of the individual.) But this could also
reflect changes in the lifestyles of people. Few people today invest
in family plots, possibly reflecting a more transient culture,
sSection 2

Section 2, similar to sections 13 and 14, is characterized by
smaller plots with a large amount of familly stones. This area was
evidently the last area to be added. The stones in this section date
from the 1950's to the present.
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Section 3

Section 3 is an area that is very similar to section 7. Few
stones are visible for the amount of known burials. Though this
area has not been used to capacity, as section 7 had , it is lacking
stones for the majority of burials. It was determined through
interviews with Mr. Ankney and an anonymous informant that plots
in this section are purchased most often by Blacks. Since it is now
against the law to segregate, this seems to reflect a desire to
remain separate and distinct, at least in this regard. It is
especially interesting since section 3 is directly south of section 7,
actually being an extension of section 7. Do the Blacks want to be
separate, and distinct from the Whites? Does this reflect how they
feel about life, thus it is reflected in death? Possibly so.
GRAVESTONES AS MATERIAL CULTURE

"A fundamental premise in processual archaeological research
holds that human behavior is a patterned part of a system with
cultural, social, political, and environmental components. This
patterned behavior is reflected in a patterning of material culture”
(Michael Collins, 1975:26). This premise is the basis of the
following discussion. What follows is an analysis of the material
culture evident in Cedar Grove Cemetery, the gravestones.

When someone dies many rites of passage occur. The obvious is
of course the rite of separation. But rites of transition and
incorporation should not be forgotten or overlooked. Relating to
death, Arnold Van Gennep (1960:146) states "rites of separation are
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few in number and very simple, while the transition rites have a
duration and complexity sometimes so great that they must be
granted sort of autonomy.” when looking at gravestones and
cemeteries one should not ignore the ideals, regarding life and
death, that are represented. Van Gennep (1960:147) goes on to say
that "it is a transitional period for the survivors, and they enter it
through rites of separation and emerge from it through rites of
reintegration into society.® It must not be forgotten that the
cemetery, and the stones present in it, are a result of the living
community, and as such gravestones and monuments help fill a void
that a death creates. Gravestones give the living something to
cling to. In this manner, among others, we try to cling to the
deceased as long and hard as possible. (This is not to say that
those without stones were not loved or missed.) Gravestones, like
many funeral rites, help the survivors through rites of transition.
Another rationale for gravestones has to do with concepts of
individuality, as many people do not want their loved ones to be
anonymous for eternity. Erecting gravestones validates the
existence of a person and their importance. It also gives the family
a sense of permanence by acting as a "bond with the living” (Van
Gennep, 1960:163). This bond prolongs the transition and provides a
vehicle for periodic renewal by the living (Ibid: 163).
TYPOLOGY OF GRAVESTONES

This section will briefly demonstrate how gravestones have

changed over time by examining the typology of gravestones found in
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Cedar Grove Cemetery.  Some of the terminology used in this
typology will vary from works by other authors, as the terminology
used here is the one employed by those making and selling
gravestones today.

Table 1 illustrates the different types of gravestones or
monuments most common in Cedar Grove. Other terms used for the
same type are noted in parenthesis. The range of dates are given
also, though no seriation will be formally done here. (See the
review of Norman Mackie's paper, "By Works of Faith Made Perfect”,
in Chapter 1.)

Table 2 illustrates the types and quantities of stones by section.
Also see the photographs, figures S through 22, on the proceeding
pages, for illustrations of the different types discussed. (it may
also be helpful to look at the appendices for additional photographs

of stones.)



TYPE TES REPRESENTED
Rounded headstone 1874-1890
Early Serpentine headstone 1876-1935
Slight round headstone 1890-1919
Hickey(apex) 1891-1950's
Qbelisk 1895-1910
Slant(lecturn, podium) 1896-1974
Flat 1900-1985
Rounded square 1911-1938
Serpentine 1921-1974
Footstone 1ike 1930
Ledger 1932-1971
Military slight round headstone 1937
Military flat 1939-1975
Double flat 1953-1975

Table 1. Types of individual stones, by date, most common in
Cedar Grove Cemetery.
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Gravestones can be divided into separate parts for descriptive
purposes. Most modern stones are in two parts: the die and the base.
The die is the upper portion that has the name and other data, where
applicable. For example all serpentine stones, family and individual,
are in two parts. On the other hand most headstones have no base,
and stones such as flats and hickies usually do not have a base.

The most common type of stone material in Cedar Grove is
granite, and there are three finishes for granite.  The first is a
steeled finish.  This is granite that is unpolished and dull, but
smooth. It is quite common in Cedar Grove. The second type of
finish is polished and is used most often along borders on flat
markers. Polishing gives a smooth, shiny finish. The last type is
rock pitched, which gives a rough and jagged appearance. |t is most
frequently used on sides or bases, but is occasionally found on the
entire surface. (See photograph, section 8, 20" X 20" *1 in
appendices.) The polished finish costs more than the steeled but the
ro'ck'pitched finish is by far the most expensive, 20% more (personal
communication, Robert Page, Bucktrout Funeral Home).

The present prices for stones vary greatly. The flat marker
sells for approximately §125.00, basic lettering included. (Military
flat markers are free of charge to any veteran.) The standard size of
the flat marker is 2° x 1" x 4" This type of marker is now
preferred and encouraged by the city, due to the ease of maintenance.
The serpentine stones, most commonly used as family stones, range
from $500.00 to $1000.00, depending on the size and finish (personal
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communication, Robert Page). The hickey marker is similar to the
flat marker but raised 6 - 10 inches above the ground, and is also
occasionally slightly slanted on the top. The most expensive of the
markers are the ledgers, also called grave covers. These are usually
3" x 6, and are priced from $300.00. All prices quoted are before a
S0% mark-up (personal communication, Robert Page).

Today the city regulates that no stone may be placed in Cedar
Grove unless one like it already exists and dates before 1956. With
the 1962 addition many regulations came into existence, which is one
reason it was excluded from the sample area. (See appendix 2 for an
example of the City of Williamsburg's Certificate of Location.) The
size and location of stones are now dictated by the city, and piped or
stone borders, as well as posts (corner markers), are also no longer
allowed. There has been a great effort in the past years to have the
borders or posts removed, so much so that advertisements were
placed in the newspaper asking for families to contact the city. As a
result relatively few piped borders exist. '

The 1960’'s regulation will not allow ledger types in the new
sections, though they are still permitted in the old sections since
many already exist. The city claims that these types of markers
present difficulties in maintaining the grounds. (personal
communication, Mr. Allison, City of Williamsburg, Office of the City
Manager.) For this reason bronze markers are also prohibited.

Now that a general description of the cemetery and the sections

have been given a more detailed analysis of the gravestones and plots



will follow.
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CHAPTER 11
Analysis of Gravestones and Plots

DATA ANALYSIS: GRAVESTONES
What do these stones tell us? Most obviously they tell us who is

buried and when he, or she, died. But more importantly,
anthropologically speaking, they can tell us about the community
which created them.

In the oldest sections of Cedar Grove one will find mostly slant
and hickey markers. To this is also added the older headstone
types; round, slight round, and the early serpentine. Very few flat
markers exist in these sections, Could this indicate that the people
from these sections were more concerned with appearances than
economics? Or possibly it could simply indicate trends in the types
of gravestones represented in the cemetery. In any case, there is a
greater sense of community when looking at sections 8 through 10.

Sections 7 through 10 have considerably less family stones than
sections 2, 13, and 14. But, as will be demonstrated, there is still
very much a sense of family in these old sections. Within most of
the plots all individual stones follow one pattern, as stated earlier.
For example if a person died in 1920 and a slant marker was
erected all those buried thereafter will also have slant markers.

This consistency is simply adhered to. To make sure that all
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aspects of a stone are the same, a tracing is done of the stone
(personal communication, Robert Page).

Sections 2, 13, and 14 are similar to one another not only in the
years they represent, but also in the stone types they represent.
The most common gravestone for all three of these sections are flat
markers. There is also a very large number of serpentine family
stones. The stones present in the family plots most often follow
the pattern described for section 8 throught0. According to Robert
Page, of Bucktrout Funeral Home, the people buying stones today
want a harmonious atmosphere in and around their plots, and little
or no effort goes into competing with the "neighbors®. Once again a
sense of community comes through, even before the 1960's
regulations restricting the types of stones erected.

In these sections, 2, 13, and 14, it is more common to find
stones with military, club, organization, or professional symbols.
There are examples of nurses, Doctors, and masonic emblems.
Epitaphs also, occasionally, mention the deceased profession, be it
cobbler or professor of law.

In regard to the data carved on the stones the following was
noted. In all sections both the surname and given names most often
appeared. The presence or length of epitaph varied some throughout
the cemetery. In appendix 3 the most popular "verses” are listed.
(Courtesy of Robert Page of Bucktrout Funeral Home.) The
following data will be given, as before, by section.



63

Section 2

Within section 2 nicknames appear in addition to the full name.
In this section full dates of birth and death were used most
frequently.  The familial references on the stones belonging to
females include; "Beloved Mother”, "Devoted Wife", "Wife of”, "Infant
Daughter of (followed by the father's name and then the mothers)".
This all points to paternalistic kinship, though it is less obvious in
other sections. Epitaphs are rare in section 2 and those existing are
somewhat religious, i.e. "Rest in Thine".
Section 3

In section 3 it is found that for the most part only the years of
birth and death are given, leaving out the months and days. The
epitaphs tend to be more religious, such as "In God's Care”, but there
are also the typical "Gone But Not Forgotten" epitaphs. In this
section no references to kin were located.
ection 7

Only about 50% of the stones in section 7 have full dates, others
have only the years of birth and death. Kin terms are only
occasionally found, such as, "Mother”, "Husband”, and "Beloved Wife".
Most of the epitaphs present are mournful and, or, religious. An
example is, "Oh Death where is they sting, Oh Grave where is thy
victory." One stone, in the Galt plot, notes that the deceased was
the “sexton of Bruton Parish Church for thirty years." (As briefly
noted earlier, it should be kept in mind that the sample from section
7 reflects sample areas with stones, though the vast majority of
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the section does not have any gravestones whatsoever. Thus, the
sample reflects the wealthier individuals in the section. This is
the only section where this is a factor to be considered and taken
into account.)
Section 8

Section 8 is characterized by full dates and few epitaphs, and
those that do exist tend to be mournful. Kin terms are restricted to
"Father”, "Mother”, and "Wife of".
osection 9

Section 9 stands out in the number of kin references present.
There are a larger number of "Wife of” references. Others include;
“Mother”, “Father”, "Son of (followed by the mothers name first)",
and "Son of (followed by the fathers name first)”. The epitaphs in
this section are hopeful and, or , religious. An example follows; "He
has passed over the River to Rest in the Shade of the trees.” There
are mostly full dates on these stones.
Section 10

oection 10 is also characterized by a large quantity of kin
references. They include; "His Wife", "Wife of", "Husband", "Mother”,
“Father”, "Dad", "Mother of", "Son of (followed by the fathers name
first)", and "Daughter of (followed by the Fathers name first)". The
epitaphs that exist are usually religious. "Thy Lord is my shepherd"
is one example. There are usually full dates given on these stones.
Section 13

Section 13 contains stones with full dates. Nicknames are also
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found on these stones. Kin references include, "Father”, "Mother”,
"Wife of", "Daugher of (followed by the fathers name first)",
"Daughter of (followed by the mothers name first)", and "Son of
(followed by the mothers name first)”. In this section there is one
reference to occupation, a nurse. There are no epitaphs in the
sample for this section.

Section 14

Lastly, section 14.  The majority of stones in this section have
only the years, but there are some with full dates or simply the date
of death. There are a number of instances where the occupation of
the deceased is mentioned. For example, "Member of Law Faculty
for 15 years at the College of William and Mary”. Kin references
include; "Father”, "Mother”, "Daughter of (followed by the fathers
name first)", "Son of (followed by the mothers name first)", and "Son
of (followed by the fathers name first)".

What does all this tell us? In section 8 through 10 there is a
strong feeling of community, as well as family unity. Many names
on the stones can be related to families that continue to be
prominent in the community. For example there are a number of
Casey's, Binns, and Armisteads.

In section 2, 13, and 14 one finds that there is a slight shift,
with more emphasis on the small family. Family stones overwhelm
these areas. But none-the-less, it is a sterile representation. The
majority of the family stones are the same style, designed in

modern serpentine, whereas in the older sections there is a larger
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~ degree of variation. Many styles can be found from plot to plot, but
as stated earlier there is a consistency within plots.

Possibly it the case that in the old sections there was a little
more competition, which could account for the greater variety of
stones. Were the "old families” of Williamsburg trying, subtly, to
one up each other? It is important to note that many members of
these families are still being buried in the old areas, and are still
following patterns that started as many as one hundred years ago.

The stones in the old sections are much less functional than in
the newer sections.  Does this change simply reflect ease of
maintenance? Or doesn't it also reflect less overt concern
regarding death rituals?  Since a change is noted prior to the
1960's regulations the latter answer seems most reasonable.

One of the most distinct differences between the 0ld and new
sections is in kin references. The older sections refer to kin more
often and these references are often longer. In the newer sections
when references are made they are usually short, 1ike "Mother”.

All of the above data points to the old sections reflecting the
small, close-knit, family oriented community.

DATA ANALYSIS: PLOTS

Plots will be examined next, in particular the size of plots and

their change over time. By noting these spatial differences, along
with what has already been learned about stones, one can make many
statements about the cemetery as a community and how it reflects

the living community.  Though many scholars have examined
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cemeteries none, to the present authors knowledge, have seriously
considered plots size and distribution. This section of this thesis
will concentrate on this issue.

In Anthropological Archaeology Guy Gibbon (1984:140) states

that there are;

"Three working hypotheses: (1) spatial concentrations of
artifacts and features in settlements correspond with spatially
or%anized social activities in pastcommunities; (2) spatial
patterning of artifacts and features was formed byindividuals
and groups having cultural models of appropriate and expected
patterns of social interaction; and (3) changes in the way
space was used in a site universe correlate with past changes
in social organization.”

Though he was not speaking specifically about cemeteries or
gravestones as artifacts, these hypotheses fit nicely into the study
of plot distribution and plot size. Hypothesis number 3 is
particularly pertinent to this thesis, as the study indicates that
plot size reflects changes in the living community.

Table 3 reflects the various sizes of plots, by section. This
chart shows that the 10" x 10" size plot was by far the most
common throughout most of the cemetery (excluding sections 3 and
13).

Although sections 2, 8, and 9 have very comparable figures for
these plots, trends start at different times. The old sections have
a large number of plots that date to the same period as sections 2
and 14. This accounts for some of the overiap. But it seems fairly

obvious, by examining the chart, that plots in the old sections have
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gone from the very large, 20 x 30’, to the medium size plots, 10
X 20, over time. Whereas the trend in the newer sections starfs
at the middle point, 10" x 20, and moves to 10" x 150r 10" x 10
plots, and in some cases, as in sections 3 and 13, to the 3° x 10
plots.

In Cedar Grove the older sections of the cemetery represent the
"old families”, where stress is put on the large family unit. Wwhile
in the newer sections the stress is on the smaller families, couplies,
or singles.

This difference is a reflection of changing patterns in
Williamsburg. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries a major
emphasis was on keeping families together. In the plots in the old
sections one usually finds the maximum number of burials, 12,
whereas in the newer sections, even where the plots are the same
size as before, there are fewer burials. This means that people
were buying family plots, usually for four to six burials, but only
one or two are usually buried in these plots. Why does this happen?
Possibly the plots were purchased at a time when the family was
still an organized whole, but over time family members have moved
away leaving the family plots emptier,

Observable changes also reflect alterations in conceptions of
kinship. 1t does not seem that close family ties, at least in regard
to funeral rites, are as important as they once were. Possibly this
is the result of a very mobile society, where it is not reasonable to

expect all family members to remain close enough to be buried
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together, and more and more "couples” are the family found in the
cemetery.

Sections 3 and 13 reflect the even more recent change to
individual burials, child or aduilt. This shows how the large
families are breaking up, possibly due to the recent concern about
large families and population control. No longer is it important to
most couples to have 6, 8, or even 12 children. It is much more
likely that couptes have 2 or 3 children, thus making the family a
smaller unit, reducing the size of plot needed.

Economics is certainly a factor in the switch to individual
burials. Today if someone living in Williamsburg wanted to buy a
single plot it would cost them §100.00. (if they live in James City
County the cost would be $200.00. People outside these two areas
are not permitted to purchase plots in Cedar Grove Cemetery. ) To
buy a 10" x 10" plot for three burials it would cost §275.00. it
would seem that buying larger plots would be beneficial financially,
saving $25.00 by buying three piots. But if the nuclear family no
longer lives together they can not be expected to be buried together.

‘Thus, economics and kin affiliation combine to explain the
changes found in Cedar Grove. No longer does a family expect 12
members to live close enough to be buried together. A change then
occured, lessening the size of plots from the 20' x 20" to the 10" x
20, But as was demonstrated, even this size plot was too much.
Thus, what occurs for the most part presently, are single or couple
burials, as Dethlefsen (1981:156) says this is the "Lonely Crowd".



A look at the distribution of plots shows that in sections 8, 9,
13, and 14 the largest plots, the 20" x 20, are found near the
roadways or borders. In section 8 they are found at the north end
of the section, closest to section 9. In section 9 the same occurs,
that the largest plots are on the north end of the section, bordering
section 14, Were these the earliest boundries of the cemetery?
Probably so, though there is no documentary evidence of such. In
section 13 and 14 the largest and usually the earliest plots are
found bordering the roadways, again possibly indicating the earliest
borders of the cemetery. In sections 2 and 3 there are no 20" x 20’
plots. But in section 2 the largest plots, 10° x 20° , are usually
found by the borders of the roadways and paths. In section 3 the
same occurs. The 10" x 20" and 10" x 10’ plots are near the roadway,
with the individual, or single, burials at the rear of the section
Sections 7 and 10 are less clear. The plots are very mixed, having
no apparent pattern.

Thus, with the exception of section 7 and 10, all large plots
relative to each section, are found to be on the borders, roadways or
paths. As stated earlier this may point to the growth pattern of the
cemetery, starting on the outside and working inward.

Many patterns found in Cedar Grove coincide with those
Dethlefsen found in his Northern Florida study (1981), where he also
looked at late 19th and early 20th century cemeteries (see the
review of this paper in Chapter 1),

One pattern that Dethlefsen (1981:154) found that is not evident
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in Cedar Grove is the age-sex pattern of design, and, or, size of
markers. In Cedar Grove there is virtually no difference between
age or sex in regard to size and design of gravemarkers. As stated
before the families tend to follow one style, though occasionally
one will find that the children’'s stones are smaller versions of the
adult stones.

within sections 2, 13, and 14, and in 8 through 10 occasionally,
one can also note that a change occurs around the 1930's . A more
socialistic feeling is apparent, especially in the newer sections.
The stones are all very similar, family stones are usually the
serpentine style and individual stones are usually the flat style. In
section 2, 13, and 14 in particular floral motifs become maost
popular.

Finally one can see the change to what Dethlefsen calls the
"Lonely Crowd period®, as discussed in Chapter 1. This is most
evident in section 2, but is also found in sections 13 and 14. This
period, beginning in the late 1950's, is characterized by many
couples. Less and less are there other members of the family
present. And occasionally the living is "represented along with the
dead” (Dethlefsen 1981:156). This is also the period where symbols
affiliated with clubs, organizations and professions are most
commontly found.

In this chapter it has been demonstrated that changes occured to
the stones and plots in Cedar Grove Cemetery that are reflective of
changes in the community. Over time, Williamsburg has gone from a
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small, close-knit, family oriented community, to one that has
smaller family units and a greater influx and outflux of people
influencing the community. Thus, the cemetery reflects a
community population that is ever-changing; no longer, with few
exceptions, do families stay in one location long enough to establish
a family burial ground, and this constant influx and outflux is
reflected in the cemetery, especially in regard to plot size.

In the following chapter these changes in the cemetery are
placed within the context of changes that occurred in Williamsburg.
These changes are most evident for the sample period from 1880 to
1940,



CHAPTER IV
Analysis of Documentary Evidence: 1880 - 1840

The importance of documents in supporting and explaining the
observations made in the previous chapter will be the main focus of
this chapter. It will be shown that the majority of families in the
old sections were socially and economically active in their
community. By looking at various documents, it will also be shown
that these families were tied together in life as well as in death.

In order to place these conclusions in a proper context, it is
necesséry to briefly outline the history of Williamsburg in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. This history should correlate with
many of the phenomena found in Cedar Grove. Three principal
events occurred during the study period: These are World war |, the
Depression, and the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg.

The primary sources for documentation are wills, important as
evidence of economic status; and obituaries, which have been used
to determine to what degree these people were important in the
community, and to each other.

THE COMMUNITY

Once again a sample was selected to reduce Cedar Grove

Cemetery to a managable unit of study. The years 1880 to 1940
were chosen for a number of reasons. The first, and primary reason
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was that these years encompass many known national and local
historical events. Secondly, after examining the data found in the
cemetery it was discovered that one of the biggest changes occured
by 1930. By including the years up to 1940 there would hopefully
be a before and after picture.

Williamsburg is a community that has endured many changes in
its’ long history. In the last quarter of the 19th century
williamsburg was still recovering from the Civil War and all the
havoc it wrought. But it wasn't too long before "the Quiet again
refumed at Williamsburg; but it was Quiet not of Peace alone, but
alfo of Poverty” (R. G. Gent, 1936:122). In his book William
virginia, R 6. Gent (1936) recounts what the city was like
throughout the many periods of change it went through. He noted,
as well as others such as W. 0. Stevens (1941) and R. Goodwin
(1941), how drab and gloomy life was in the city at the end of the
19th century. Gent (1936:122) stated that the gardens, once s0
known for their beauty, "now fell to Weeds and Ruin”, and that no
longer was tobacco a major crop, since the slaves were no longer
working in the fields. Corn replaced tobacco as a main crop “fo that
the fame genteel families lived on at Williamsburg® (Gent
1936:122).

In 1893 the College of William and Mary came into more money
“thus there was one trembling little spark of life amid the
encircling gloom of Williamsburg.” (William O. Stevens, 1941:261)
During this same period C & O Railroad brought its business into
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Williamsburg. This resulted in some changes in Williamsburg, but
most of the Williamsburg residents resisted change as it was an
unwelcomed reminder of the outside world.

P. Coleman (Gent 1936:123-124), once the Mayor of
Williamsburg, sumed up nicely how the city must have looked in the
last years of the 19th century.

"... Williamfburg on a Summer Day! The ftraggling Street, Ankle
deep in Duft, tgrateful omfy to the Chickens, ruffling their
Feathers in perfect Safety from any traffic Danger. The Cows
taking Refuse from the Heat of the Sun, under the Elms along
the Sidewalk. Our City Fathers, affembled in friendly Leifure,
following the Shade of the old Court Houfe around the Clock,
fipping cool Drinks, and Difcuffing the Glories of our Paft.

Almost always our Paft! There were Men and Women who
ftrained every Nerve, every Means in their Power, to help the
Williamfburg of the prefent Day, to fupply the Neceffities of
Life to poorer Neighbors, to build up the College and procure
Means of Education for their Children, but even they fhrank
from looking toward the Future. The Paft alone held Tor them
the Brightnefs which tempted their Thoughts to linger

happily...

This is how Williamsburg was in the late 19th century and little
changed until World wWar |. Stevens (1941:264) stated that "Rip Van
Winkles slumber was a mere forty winks beside the deep and
dreamless sleep of this village.”

For a century or more prior to World war |, Williamsburg had
succumbed to "poverty, drabness and decay.” (Stevens, 1941:264)
This pertod is known by many as the "Drab Hundred Years".

Stevens (1941:266) described Williamsburg much as Gent did,
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though his descripition is of a Williamsburg that had come into the

20th century.

"As for Duke of Glouscester Street in Williamsburg in the
nineteen-tens, it was a dismal tract of dust ankle-deep, or mud
much deeper, with a more or less grassy plot between, in which
was stuck a long row of telegraph poles. On each side were
abominable frame shops with false fronts. Nobody cared.”

Then, with the outbreak of World War |, the city once again
became active and interested in its future.  Williamsburg was
greatly influenced by World War | which brought in a large
concentration of armed forces, even more so than before. Centers
for the manufacture and storage of Army and Navy ammunition and
supplies abounded, and Williamsburg prospered for a time. This
period of prosperity brought about a new attitude in the community,
with plans of enlargening the city and adding new sub-divisions
(Goodwin, 1941:93).

During this time the town of Penniman sprouted up. It was a
base for supplies and brought with it 15,000 inhabitants. This was
a time when Duke of Gloucester Street really flourished, stores and

shops were popping up all over, and Stevens (1941:266-267) noted:

"Concrete was poured along Duke of Gloucester Street. Shacks
and shops and filling stations sprang up on every side to catch
the dollars that dropped from a government employee’s hands,
or shall we say the pennies from Penniman? But these things
made the aspect of Wmiamsbur‘g only worse, for to sheer
ugliness was added a raw, jerry-puilt newness that consorted
ill with Bruton Church, the™ Wren Buildin%, and the St. George
Tucker Houses. Then with the close of the wWar in 1919 the
town of Penniman disappeared like April snow, leaving
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Williamsburg a collection of ugly shacks and blasted dreams of
affluence.”

Once again the community fell prey to a drab and gloomy
existence. But in 1926 it was rescued from a dim and dreary
future. Here is where the history of the restoration of Colonial
Williamsburg begins.

In 1927 Rockefellar gave his financial backing to W.AR.
Goodwins’ dream of restoring Williamsburg.  With the coming of
this, “the Jong, dark age was over and the renaissance of classic
Williamsburg was begun”(Stevens, 1941:268). Rutherford Goodwin
(1941:97) stated that "In a few short years it had ceased to be an
isolated and pleasingly decayed colonial city. Outwardly it had
become a Highway Town in which the Ancient and the Modern were
mingled in an Effect of peculiar Aggravation.”

With the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg came an influx and
outflux of people which affected Williamsburg, as a community,
greatly. As contracts were drawn up for the restoration work,
money flowed into Williamsburg.  Though the restoration work
brought prosperity and hope it also took away much of the
close-knit community of past times.

Another change that affected Williamsburg was the growth of
the College of William and Mary. Between these two institutions,
the College and Colonial Williamsburg, many outsiders were brought
into the community. Though Williamsburg is still a small

community it does not reflect such a close-knit and family oriented

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































