[bookmark: _GoBack]Food Webs – Here, there, everywhere!
Student Worksheet
Name ___________________________
Producers & Consumers
Below is a list of the organisms in your Virginia Coastal Ecosystem. Circle the producers in green, and the consumers in black. Circle your apex predator(s) in red.

Osprey
Phytoplankton

Zooplankton
Bay Anchovy

Eastern Oyster
Blue Crab

Bottlenose Dolphin
Marsh Gras

Base of the Food Chain
1) What organism is at the base of your food chain?


2) Is this organism a producer or consumer?


3) Where does it get its energy from? Draw this near the top of your diagram and add an arrow showing the flow of energy.


Food Web Relationships: Look at your Virginia coastal food web to answer these questions.
4) What organism is prey for the greatest number of organisms? Hint: (Count your arrows leaving your organisms). 



5) Is this a producer or consumer?
6) What organism in your ecosystem is your apex predator, meaning it has NO natural predators? 




7) Can you think of a decomposer in the Virginia Coastal Ecosystem? Draw it on your diagram in the correct habitat.



Ecosystem Similarities: Look at your Virginia coastal diagram AND the Arctic coastal diagram to answer these questions.
8) What habitat does your Virginia Coastal Ecosystem have that the Arctic coastal system does not?




9) What are 2 organisms that are found in both the Arctic coastal ecosystem and the Virginia coastal ecosystem?



10)  Different ecosystems have similar organisms that have the same roles within food webs. Give an example of an organism in the VA coastal ecosystem and a similar organism in the Arctic coastal ecosystem (EX: Virgina has the Eastern Oyster, The Arctic has blue mussels).  
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