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ABSTRACT

This study grew from the author's ifanterest in museum work
and the problems of finding information for exhibits on the lives of
the common people of an area. Aiger the tople of dining equipage and
furnishings was chose, inventories and wills recorded in Isle of Wight
County, Virginia in the period 1743-1752 were selected for intensive
study.

The wills and inventories, supplemented by other records of
the county and one of its parishes, revealed Isle of Wight as a quiet
community, little concerned with events outside its limits, vet actively
engaged in the tasks typical of a self-contalned economy.

The study of dining equipage revealed that most of these
people lived in modest circumstances but with some attention té the socfial
smenities and to changing styles. Almost everyone had spoons, plates,
tables, chairs, and drinking vessels, and most estates alsc contained
knives and fcrk#, some serving pieces, and at least a few specialty or
luxury items. Surviving pieces helped greatly in identifying the objects
mentioned in the inventories.

Comparison with a study of inventories in rural England reveals
that dining equipage not only gives testimony to the way of life of the
people studied, but also provides one index of the shades of difference

emong peoples of generally similar backgrounds.
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ISTRODUCTION

Having an interest in how the conmon people of Virgintia lived,
and seriously considering a careser in musewm work, I vas intrigued
wvhen the question was raised of how the curstor learns sbout the details
of daily routine {n the lives of ordinary people. In discussions with
my thesis advisor, the point was made that mauny aspects of socilal history
of interest to museums have nevar been investigated systematically by
students of local history, mmy, after sn informal survey of the
source materials availsdle for suctg ' atu:ln I declided to pose a hypo-
thatical curatorial problem and attempt to solve it historically.

When the curator of a small museum decides to set up an exhibic
on eightesnth-century dining in his vegion, vhere doss he go for informstion?
There ars many books on sntiques showing beautiful tables set with costly
silver and china from waslthy homes, Efghteenth~century courtesy books,
which were vary populsr in America, offer hints on what was considered
proper soctal behavier.) 5till other books alsc comtemporary to the
pariod, like E. Smith's The Complest Housewife, which had veached its
sleventh edition by 1742, and The Modern Method of Regulating snd Yorming
2 Table, which appeared in 1750, give bBills of fare, suggest menus, and
show diagrans of the conventional arrangement of serving dishes. To the

curator, howevey, thess books have ons serioge limitation: none of them

:‘Atthu: K. Schlesinger, in his Learning How to Behave: A
istoy Study of Americsp Btigustte Books (New York, Mecmillan Company,

1946) presents an excellent study of these books.
2



includes individual place settings and rulss for table service. The
earliest expesition of these natters that I found in an Aserican library
is Robart Hobarts' The House Servant's Divectory . . . , publiched in
Boston in 1827, The suthor was an old man retiring from his position
ae butler, and rescording 2 lifetime of experience with the conventions of
table servica. Por this reason, his book to some degres supplements the
diasgrams of serving dishes.

All these books have direct rslovance only to the lives of the
well~to-do but are useful for derermining contemporavy standsvds of
teste., Of course, common people owned neither the books noxr the equipment
they recommand, dut presumably everyons followad the styles of his time
as best he could,

Tha best clue to how well he was able to follow the atyle f»
s list of his dining equipage and furafshings, Inventories of psrsonal
estates provide such lists, In colonial Virginia Lt was customary to make
an inventory of the personal estate on the death of the householder. The
eounty court ordered the inventory and it was returned to the clerk, and
vecorded along with the other county vecords. While this 1isting was
supposed to include an estimate of value, thus making it an eppralsal, such
an appraisal vas not always umhz

By the sighteenth century, the county clerk usually kept a

separate book for wills and invantories. This arrangement was especially

2&'&0 two terms were used interchangeebly, as they will be in
this study. The term “appraisers” was used for the man making the inventory
or the appraisal.



useful to me because the will often supplements the inventory. In some
cases avrticles especially valued by the testator werve specifically
bequeathed but do not sppear in the inventory, presumsbly bacause the heirs
had already received them. JFurthermore, the article is often described
more clearly in the will ttiau in the inventory.

Thesa books of wills and inventories, unlike books on antiques,
have not bean widely used by curators becsuss they lack pilctures or lavish
descriptions, and to fill in the curious gaps one needs a certzin amount
of training im historical method. Basic items like tables and chairs will
be missing. Ia such cases, the items probably were grouped as “lumber,"
had been removed from the house before the inventory, ware in a section
of the inventory since lost, or were inadvertantly omitted by the appraiser
or ovarlookad by the county clerk as he copled the inventory.

Thers are other important limitations to county records., Invent-
ories were only lists of itenms in the personsl estate at the time the
inventory wss mwade, Articlas given away before death, and those taken
befors the appraisers arvived, would not appear. Often itens were listed
in bulk. At times such & tavm a3 "parcel of old lumber™ vas used to refer
to a miscellany of old and relatively vorthless goods. Mors comwonly,
metal {tems were weighed snd appraised at 30 much per pound, and silver
at so much per ounce. This Imtng of items wmeans that interssting or
significant articles are not always spparesnt te the reader of the inventory.

While in some counties appraisal was usually by room, this was

not always the case. As a resglt, one camnot know, for exanple, which of

tha tables and chairs listed ware used in dinfng:. A similar situation



exists for bowls, basins and other items that could have been used for
cooking, washing, and other non~dining functions. When rooms are given,
thay provide some sstimats of the size of the house, and thus the standard
of 1iving of the occupants.

In resding the fnventories, one must alseo remember that the
sppraisers vare not trained specialists but neighdors of the deceased ordeved
by the court to carry out certain duties, This lack of special training
influenced, of course, their descriptions and valuations,

Despite all the limitations of the county will and inventory
books, they remain a basic source, im which a curator can learn most of
ths reliable details he neads for an exhibic, & slide talk, s formal report,
or the snswer to a research query. Uscause of the nature of the source,
bowever, the method which the curater uses decomes of great importance.

After I chose the topic of ¢olonisl dining aquiyaan and furnish-
fogs, my first problem was to select a basic set of records to use. To
avoid the unususl conditions produced by the Franch and Indian War snd the
Revelution, and to present a society aftexr it had outgrown frontier
austarities, I deacided to concentrate my study on mid-century Virginia.
Isla of Wight County was selected because most of its paople were small
farmers, who bave escaped the attention of students concerned with the
development of political leadership and economic policy. Book 3, Wills
and Inventories, covered the period 1745-1752; to round out a decade I
used Book 4, from 1743-1745.

In selecting specific inventories and sppraisals to be copled,

I made a consclous effort to get a representative cross—~section of



individuals with raspect to weaslth, economic and social status in the
county, and general background. Fifty-saven inventories and apprasisals,
or thirty percent of the total of approximately 180 for the ten year
period were chosen for study. They were selected with the i{des of so
sampling the avatlable materials that the conclusions reachesd froum the
sanple would be tha same as if all the estates were studied. Appraisals
were preferred to fnventories, but a few of the latter were chaosen to f£ill
the gaps and ifllustrate significant items missing from appraisals., Family
relationships veceived special atteation -~ the Desheys and Rickses, for
example ~- with the aquctatioa,ﬁffillustraaiag scmething of the unity
and continulty of Virginia family connectionn; but with the realiszation
that {n the short perfod under study, little continuity could be seen,
Women's estates wers selected in approximately the same proportion to all
womsn's inventories as the fifty-seven bore to the total for the period.
In addition to all ftems possibly related to dining, certain
other classes of wmaterials were listad to provide a general basias for
conparison. Because thare are no c¢olontal Quit-Rent Bolls extant after
1704~1703, land holdings -~ the usual standard of wealth -~ could not be
sscertained. As s subgtitute, the number of Negro slaves and livestock
wvare computad. Since the inventories for this period were not 1isted by
room, the sise of the home ftwelf had to ba estimated in another way. The
sumber of beds is usually given, and when I compared them with articles
associated with dining, I was able to meke a vough judgment of style of
living. A house with ten bads, for example, and only two spoons suggests

& erowded household with 1ictle interest in the scoecial amenities. On the



other hand, & houss with six beds and twelve szilver spoous suggests a
fanily of normal social standards.

In copying the appraisals, standard transcription procedures
vers followsd.?

In ovder to classify the material for comparison, the fifty-seven
selected estates ware divided into four levels of wealth., The criteria
used included total personsl wdthv where established by the appraisers,
personal estate exclusive of negroes and stock, genaral household goods,
sud the presence or sbeence of lumury goods. BRecauss of the nature of the
sppraisals, the final groupings at times seem to show inconsistencies,
with a porson in & lover group having greater total wealth than an fndividual
in & higher one. An estate with a relstively low appraisal, but contata«
ing luxury items indicating a higher standard of living was exsmined
further for omissions that might explain the low total evaluation. If
such omissions were found, I moved the classification up one bracket, The
terms used to deaignate the four levels ave “rieh,” "upper-widdle,” “lower-
middle," and “poor.” The monetary rsnge for esch fs vich: £600-830,
upper-niddle: E280-390, lower-middle: E56-1355, and poor: E&~70,

These groupings were then uied to construet 4 sexies of chares,
which appear as Appendix 8. Hers individual items in the inventories are

arranged to form & cenvenient sunmary and at the same time Co serve as

3&; excellont, and readsble. essay on this subject is to be found

in Julliasn P, Boyd et al., eds., The Pspers of Thomas Jeffersgn (17 vols, to
date, Princeton, 1950~ ), I, asxv-ix.



an iodex.
In order to remove the Isle of Wight material from s vacuwm
of locality, I compared my conclusions with those of the English historian

Prancis W. Steer in his Parm and Cottage Inventories of Mid-Essex, 1633~
1749,



CHAPTER I
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

While sevanteenth~cantury lsle of Wight shared the excitement
and importance of the early settlement, by the sighteenth century it had
becoms & quiet agricultural backwater. Because the lavge areas of swamp
and a sandy or clayey soil produced s poor grade of tobacco, there were
no large plantations with elagant homes such as those that are the chief
attraction of today's historic tours. The county's position on the “wrong”
side of the James River, awvay from the centers of political and social
activity, vas made more isolated by the state of commmications across
the wide river, As & result of these nstural conditions, Isle of Wight
was an area of small self-contained favms.

Information on its agriculture, as well as other characteristics,
can be deduced from the evidence found in the county records. Tobaceo
was an important crop and Doctor Thomas Willis was appointed "Inspector
of Tobacco at Walnwright's Warehouse™ in 2.?67/8.1 Cotton, potatoes, vhaat,
and corn wvere also cultivated. Livestock included poultry, gecse, sheep,
cattle, and the pigs long associated with the area, while horses and
oxen were used for transportation and work., The general agricultural
nature of the county ts reflected by the fact that sll but three inventories

(J. Fulgham, T. Atkinson, W, Williams) list some quantfity of stock, snd

l1e1e of Wight County Racords, Order Book, 1746-1752, 7S.
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these thyee are atypical in many particulars,

The inventories also show the widespread use of Nagro ladbor,
for, aside from the poorest group, only three estates failed to nantion
slaves in either the inventory or the will, Holdings ranged from one
to twenty-one, with four to eight slaves the most common, but this
anmbar included children and old pecple, as well as the men and women
able to vork in the fields.

While various farmers owned shosmasking, wsaving, or carpentering
tools, the only indication of an artisan depending on his craft for his
1ivelibood is the case of Thomas Atkinson, who was prodably a tailor,
Genarally, vhat a man could not make for himself, or buy from a neighbor,
he would purchase from one of tha ships that came ep~viver to trade at
one of the wharves in the county.

Except for seading their two burgesses to Willtemsburg, Isle
of ﬂtshe‘n inhabitants were not actively involved in the workings of the
colonial goverumeut., If there was a trained lawyer in the county, he
d1d not die in the period under consideration. Of course, thers were
the usual county officials one of vhom, -~ John Summerrell, who was

sppointed & Justice in 17@3’

w= died in 1746.
¥hile travel cutside the county was unusual, there were ovdinaries
to accommedate travelers in the locality. The fnventory of Rebart Ricks

1ists seventy~-three chatys, far more than sny other estats, aud leads

2”Jauraals of the Counctl of Virginia in Executive Sessions,

1737-1763" (The Virxioig Magezine of History sad Biography, XV, 1908),
383,
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to the assumption that he kept an ordimary. This impression is supported

by the amounte of pewter and earthenwsre he owned, as wall as an unusually
The explanation

ilarge mumber of knives, forks, spoons, fron pots, and beds,
that Ricks was a wealthy planter with facilittes for practicing typicasl

Virginis hospitality could also be offeved; but the gbsence of any mention

of hin in a vestry book, deed book, or genealogicel study weighs hesvily

against the assumption that he enjoyed gentry status.

Another Ricks ~~ Abraham -~ owmed thirty-eight chairs dbut lacked
He 444,

the large stock of beds, bded linen, and tableware of Robert.
Again,

howevar, have s large amount of pewter totalling 144 1/2 pounds.
1ittle 1is known about Abrasham Ricks. Neither Ricks mentioned the othar
in his will, dut the adbundance of household goods, and the common last
name strongly suggest some relatiomship of both blood and occupation.
Perhaps Abraham had operated an ordinary which he later turmed over to

Such a

Robert, keeping some of the worn~ocut furnishings for his own use.
situation could explain Abraham’s three old tables and eightaen or wore
old,"broke," and "brst” [burst?] chairas.

While trained medical men were uncommon in the colony, the

consistent use of the term "Doctor” when referring to Thomas Willis
The Vestry of Newport

suggests that he had some formal medical tyaining.
Parish vecognized his ability to treat the sick, for on several occasions

thay ordered that Willis be paid from five hundred to 1457 pounds of
tobacco for "sttendance” on or medicine for varicus peopie in the parish,

COLLEGE oF WILLIAN g MARY

Newport Parish, Isle of Wight County, Vestry Book 1724-1772,
84, 128, 164,

3
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In Isle of Wight, a8 fn all the counties of colonial Virginis,
religion ploayed an important part in the lives of the people. The
Anglicen Church was the cstablished church of the colony, but other
sects, such as Quakers, vere tolerated. There may have been Quakers in
Tale of Wight, for a petition of the “Society called Quakers {m Virginia”
requesting exemption from parish levies was signed by one Abraham Ricks
of Isle of Wight Couaty ia 1738.°

Uhile the vestry book for Newport Parish reveals that a minister
was vot always in residence, thers may have been an unfrocked minister
smong the Anglicans of Isle of Wight., The Mr, James Pedin whose inventory
is included in this study asked in his will to be buried "at or in the
Brick Church of the Isle of Wight 'comty.“s fie may have beean the Raverend
Mr. Pedin removed from his parish in Amelias County seven years before
the death of James Pedin. In meetings of the Virginia Council in 1741
and 1742, charges of "many Immoralities as Drunkenness, Profane Swearing
& Lewd & Debauched actions” were heard from the Vestry of Nettoway Parish,
Auelis County, sgeinst their minister, the Revevend Mr. Pedin, and the

6

Coumissary was ordeved to remove him from the parish. The tentative

identification of the two men as one and the same must remain conjectural,

Snquakers® Patition” (Wil lism end Mayy Collese Querterly Historical
Magesine, XIV, July, 1905), 25.

Sfsle of Wight County Records, Wills and Inventories #5, 1743-
1752, 198, Burisl within the church was traditionally reserved for
mninisters. See Bishop Willism Meade, 014 Churches, Ministers and Yamilies
of Virginis (2 vols., Philadelphis, n.d. [circe 1833})), I, 302,

b4 gournals of the Cowncil of Virginfe," 374, 377,
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supported by the negative evidence in relevant contemporary recorda.7

Whacever Mr. Pedin's association with the Church, less important
officials as men of some responsibility and social standing in the
religious life of the community can be identified. Two church wardena
of Isle of Wight County (Thomas Smith, John Davis) died during the decade
under comsideration. The Newport Vestry lost its clerk also during this
decade ~ Joseph Weston, who held the position for the Brick Church from
1735 until shortly before his death in 1750. PFor performing the duties
of clerk, which included keeping parish records, informing the authorities
of weddings, christenings, and burials, and keeping the minutes of the
vnsmry,a he received one thousand pounds of teobacco yearly.9

In the records of disbursements for charitable causes may be
seen the community's active concern for the welfare of 1its own membera.
John Fulghsm, for example, received E9 in both 1727 and 1728 from the

nl0

vestry “for keeping Mary Jackson the year. Mary was probably.an

?!hc cas¢ 1s not mentioned in the correspondence of the Commissary
with the Bishop of London (Lambeth Palace Papers), and the Amelfa County
‘Records (Deed Book #1, 1734-1743, Dead Book #2, 1742-1747, Will Book #1,
1734~1761, Will Bock #2, 1761-~1771) have no record of Pedin aelllng or
buying land, or of his death. Varied spellings of the minister's name
include Nedin and Judin (Edward Lewis Goodwin, The Colonial Church in

Virginia; With Biographical Sketches gm.ggg,riggg 8ix Bishops of the

Diocese o Mg_ Virginia; And Other Historical Papers; together with Brief
Biograghicll Sketches of the Colonial Clergy of Virginia (Milveukee, 1927’ ’

298),and Pedier (Meade, 0ld Churches of Virginta, I, 302).

% ugh Jones, The Present _State of Virgints . . . , edited by
Richard L. Morton (Chapel Hill, 1956), 226,

9ﬂevporc Parish, Isle of Wight County, Vestry Book, 1724~1772,
71‘1321

YWrnig,, 27, 39,
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indigent widow or an oxphan without sn estate, and in giving her z hone
Fulghas obtained some additionsl income which he may hava needed,
Wiltidiam Willisms, whose appraisal shows an estate worth only
£4.5.10, received charity for some time before his death, As early as
1736 the vestry ordered "To Willm Manggam & Wm Willtsms 1500 [pounds

11

tobacco],”~ which wes probably charity. After Willlams® death, Thomas

Coser recaivad £3 for having boarded him, and Arthur Jones received nine
hundred pounds of tobacco and E6 over five ysars for boavrding his e:hilé.u
The county records also i«ual sonething of the level of education
in the county. Seventean of the twenty-unine waking wills signed their
namss. The correlation betwesn literscy and economic standing is suggested
Lo the fact that only one of the six in the poorast group who made wills
signed his own nams (Robert Lawrence). Although five women left wills,
only Sarsh Hollowell signed more thau her mark. With all this evidence
of velative literacy, in only three cases was there definite cvidance of
formsl schooling. In addition to Doetor Thomas Willis, Nicholas Miller
and John Davis seem to have sttendad school, for both were 1isted as

owing fifty pounds of tobacco for three months of schooling ${n the account

of Thomss Proud, whosc will was proved 9 August, -169&;1‘“3 Both men later
held positions of rasponsibility in the county; Miller as surveyor of

Mrpiq., 69,
12

Ik ;dt » 149-150.

Bozste of Wight County Records"(Willism and Marxy College Quartexly
Bistorfical Msgasins, VII, April, 1899), 250; "Education in Colonial
Virgioia" (William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magagive, VI,
July, 1897), 3.
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14 and Davis as church wvarden,

the road, Both left relatively large
estates.

Traditionally, the early Isle of Wight settlers ceme from Bristol
and other places in the westerm part of Enslaud,lﬁ ¥hile the names of
the settlers do not rewveal their exact origins, what ie more BEanglish than
Chesnutt, Davis, Brewer, Johnason, Miller, Neavill, or Wright? Willism
Williams could hgve been Welsh and Robert Scott a Scot, but thera is not
& #ingle name that dows not suggest origin in the British Isles., Such
names are only one more 1ndicante§,zhan these vere Englishmen, living
in & county named for a part of England, doing English things in English
ways, snd preserving their English heritage, yet at the same time finding
it modified by the ways of a new world., The records heighten the lapression
of a county of cbscure people, sctive within their own neighborhood,
carrying out the many duties any society fmposes. Their customs may sesm
atrange or aven primitive to people sccustomed to the complaxities of

wodern life, but closer study shows them to be waell-suited to an agrariasn,

rvather self-sufficient soctiety.

AT

187416 of Wight County Records, Order Book, 1746-1752, 115.

IENUwpazt Parish, Isle of Wight County, Vestry Book, 1724-1772,
64.

;?“:tll of Wight County Recerds,” 212; John Bennett Boddie,
Ssventesnth Century Isls of Wipght: A hisgory of the County of Isle of Wight,
Virgioia during the Seventesnth Century including abstracts of the county
xecopds (Chicago, 1938), 204,



CHAPTER I1
POSSESSIONS: DIRING VURNISHINGS ANKD EQUIPAGE

TABLEE

The number of tables owned ranged from none (thirteen cases)
to efght (two cases). The thirteen inwventories where no table was listed
raicas the questicn of how these paople ste ~~ standing up or sitting on
the floor, It seens most uliuly that they did owm tables but that these,
a8 well as other items, are not apparent because of the limitations of
the i{nventories.

While many tables weare not i{dentified as to form or composition,
or ware listed merely as old, encugh wave described to provide a certain
amount of information on the types coummon at this tiwme,

Oval tables were the most fraquently listed type, and comprised

3 The majority of these

tvanty of ths forty-one described by shape.
‘belonged to people classified as rich or lower-middls, However, while all
four in the vich group had oval tables, five of the twenty ino the lower-
niddle group ownsd thenm.

Only one round tadle was mentioned,ahd it was in a will (William

Daughtry) vather than an faventory. It is {ateresting to conpare the

1aovovar, Constock says gete-leg and drop~lsaf tables were the
sost popular types in the southsru ¢oloniss, Helen Cemstock, "Furniture
of Virginia, North Carolina, Ceorgia, and Kentucky,” (Angiques, LXIX,
Janusry, 1952) 93.

16
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frequency of round sad oval tables with the suggestions of Martha Bradley
in her British Housswife, published in london about 1770. Cenerally,
she endorsead the French prefevence for round of oval tables instead of
the traditional English squsrs or rectangulary ones. In her opinion the
Freuch had “vastly the zdvantage in the disposing and placing thetr
Entertsioment.” While she found it true that "we fit more convenisatly,”
yet "thexre csnnot be Beauty in strait Lines™ and “the Foxrm of the Table
coupsle us to set the Dishes in the sams Manney, that the people may
have Boom for their Plates, and thus all bacones ungnmfu&."z Whatever
hexr parsonal prefersnce, Mrs. Bradley's tadble sattings included arrsnge~
wents for all shapes and sizes of 'aauu.’

Square tzblaa weve also listed rather frequently, again meinly
saong the rich and lower-middle uﬁ'm,‘ The only long table mentionad
{J. Jordan) was ia & lower-middle homa, while the upper-middle group
ssems to have had 3 monopoly on “falling” or gate-leg tables. The latter,
however, probably were not used for dining.

Two kinds of cables pose interesting problams of identification,
Tes tables will be discussad move fully in connection with tea sets.

John Summerrell's folding table worth fifteen shillings could have been

a gate-lag, tuck-e-way, corner, or tilt top tabla but any more detfinite

’mua; Bradley, The British Housewife . . . (3 vols., London,
(’0‘!@‘ 17’03); I, ”‘*7@.

3m1d., 70-71.

‘Port of ths predowinsnce of table shapes among ths lower-middle
group mey be dus to the morxe general descriptions of tables among this
group, while the upper-middle inventories just list “tables™, or have several
of one types. In addition, the lower-middle sampling 15 almost twice as
large a8 the upper-middle group.
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identification is impossible,

Only ravealy was a table described by both shepe sund wood, Valnut,
black walnut, cedar, pine and mshogany tables are mantioned, At leass
two Isle of Wighters (T. Willis, R. Lavrence) had mahogany u%n.g
Probably most of this wood, or the tebles made from ft, was imported
from England or Philadelphiz. Walnut could have bean of cither local or
English origin, whils pine and cedar wers both native to Virginia. MNaple,
also of Amerxican origin, was not msntioned ia connection with tablas dut
did describe s chair (A. Ricks). Surprisingly, there was no sention of
mmf

CHAIRS

Chairs were described dy composition, with only two listed
sceording to shapa., Thess wera the arm chairs of Johm Summervell and
Robert Ricks, doth relatively wali~to-do men. Whils there wers probabdiy
some othey arm chairs in these homes, the majority wers stde chairs lacking
amms., Usually these were of the slat~back variety. The {inventories ravesi
that many of them had “flag” or rush seats. The rushes vere twisted in
& cord, and then tied from cach side into the center. Other chaivs hed
seats, and possibly backs also, of cene. Borh flag and canc chairs could

have bean made more comfortable through the use of cushions.

s'nm contrssts sharply with the statement by Paul #. Burroughs

that mshogany was first used fn American furniture in 1750, Paul H.
Burroughs, Ssuthexn Antiques (Richmond, 1831), 14,

&Yot Comstock mentions 1ts frequent use. Comstock, “Purniture
of Virginta,” 61,
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Lesther chairs ware also common, Thase usueslly had doth backs
and seats of laather, held in placc and decorsted by layge tacks., In
addition to those described simply as being of lesther, three kinds of
lesther wars spacifically mentioned. Abraham Ricks willed his "10 New
Russia Lesather Chairs” to his daughter Mourning Jordan. Russia leather
was “a wvery durable lesather made of skins iwpregnated with ofl distilled
from birchbark.”’ This lesther had & distinctive grain and a very
plsasant odor, In the eightesnth century, this process was used only in
Russia and by one tesuery near Peris, so that these chairs, or at least
the leather for them, ware of neither Virginisn nor English origin.
"Engiish leatha:r” was tsuned in England, "Virginia leather” in the colmy.s
It 13 iaterseting to spsculate on how the appraisers distinguished between
the two types.

Some interesting conclusfons on chair owmership becoms apparent.
Only the upper classes had cane chairs, but leather and flag were common
materiale for chairs among sll groups. Old chairs were present in all
but the wealthiest home, but the definition of what was "old" aight
well have varied ameng appraisers.

While numbers of chaivs varied greatly, with ten families seemingly
having neither chairs noy benches or stools, and wealthy men having as

many as twenty-eight, thers seems to be some degree of velationship batwasn
?gss. Oxford Enxlish Dictionary (12 wols., Oxford), VIII, 925.

BI am grateful to Mr. Raymond Townsend of the Colonial Williamsburg
Rasearch Department for this information on tanned leathers.
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the nusber of chairs owosd and relative financial position, Thera ars,
of course, exceptions, like George Parker and Richard Webb with total
sstates of only E38-40 but eight chairs each, and John Rdwaerds with sn
estate of E112.9.2 and no chairs. Generally, though, the number of chairs
can be correlated with financial rasources, with a range of from
seventesn each for the two in the wsalthiest group to thras each for the

poorest persons,
BERCHES AND S3TOOLS

There are few references in the inventories to othar forms of
‘seating, except benches, forms (backless benches or elongated stools),
and scools. Again excluding the two Bickses, who had the only sueh
furniturs smong the rich, none of these seem to havs been very common,
Among the poor, only William Page had a "parecel of Tables & Stools,” and
they wars worth only four shillings. No one except Arthur Pursell, who
hed thrae banches and six stools, had more than one ftem of asny of this

furniture, sncther indication of its scarcicy.
STORACE

Tha plates, bowls, utensils, and other items of dining squipment
had to be stored but it is very difficult to determine where these things
wers kept.

Trunks wvere santioned so frequently that they vers fucluded in
the abstracts ounly when found in conjunction with dining equipage. Even

thess, howevay, vers nost likely to be used for travel and storage of
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clothing or seldom used things, rethsr than those in constant use,

A few chests were listed. These ware low wooden pleces, of
rectangular shape. They could have been rough-hewn or quits ornaste.
Again, they ware probably used for stovage of linens, or ftems which were
raraly used.

In only tvo caces (W. Daughtry and J. Wright) wers cupboards
iisted, Stear described cupboards as “either of two open tiers . . . ,
or slse with the lower tier enclosed by doors and the upper fitted with
suall recessed cupbesrds leaving a shelf for cups or other articles,”

’ Perbaps

and the most likely mnxa_eu for plates, cups, and dishes.
they were not wore frequantly menticoned because they were built iato many
homas .

TABLE LINEN

Table linen was used by mid-sighteqnth~century Isle of Wight
residents, but chiefly by the upper class. Among the rich, two of ths
four inventories listed table linen. %The exceptions were Robert Ricks
of the many chaigs and Robert Driver, vhose sppraieasl shows many curious
gaps., Among the upper-middle group, nine of the eleven had table linens.
Hers a curious situstion emerges with seven of the nine inventories
Jisting two tablecleths each, Perhaps two was & common amount to own
since it provided for one in use and one in the wash, The proverbial
third in the draver would be less necessary in a day when cloths wers

not used for evary meal., The ammbers of napkine vary a great desl move,

Prancts W. Streer, Yam and Cottage Inventories of Mid-Essex
1633-1749 (Chelmsford, Essex, England, 1950), 18,
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with no apparent relationship to the aumber of table cloths.

Only eleven lower class inventories listed table linens, with
all but ons of thess (E. Heavill) in tha lower-middle group. Cenerally,
theso pacple had fewey napkins, although three men owned five ox six
sach.

Abyahan Ricks had six table cloths, more than anyone slse, but
no napkins, The others having table cloths but no napkins (N, Miller,

J. Padin) had only one or twe cloths. In every other case, where table
cloths were present there weve also napkins. Of course, "napkins” may
not alwvays have referred to items used to wipe the mouth and hands after
eating, for the term may have désignated any of a variety of cloths used
f{o the kitchen.

While many of the inventories just say “table cloth,” “nepkin,“
or “table linens,” a fow glve soms indication of the kinds of cloth used.
The most comwon was diaper, a twilled unbleached linen with a pattera of
slightly defined figures.'® This 1s the only eloth specifically mentioned
in connection with napkins (J. Weston, Mary Deshey). The other cloths
wears dasask -~ linen with & voven pattern imitsting that of Damascus
silks, !
mede from flax. Brown linen was probably upbleached or partially bleached,

and linen -~ a general term covering a wide rangs of fabrics

though £t could have bdeen linen dyed brown.

It i impossible to arrive at any conclusions on the relstive
values of the wvarious kinds of table linens, for only seven were appraised.
S——

0444, , 47,

n‘lht i
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Among these, ths values run from El for one diaper table cloth (A. Ricks),
to five shillings for two 0ld diaper cloths owned by the same nan.

James Pedin's large dswask cloth was worth eighteen shillings. Mary
Dashey wvalued her diaper table cloth and e¢ix diaper napkins enough to
give thenm special mention in her will, but this was the ouly occasion

vhere table linens were specifically bdequeathed,
FLATWARE

One of the most surprising facts revealed by the inventories s
the paucity of flatwsre owned by these peopla. Throughout the inventorias
the nusber of spoons is far inm excess of that of knives or forks, though
aone is as common as one might expect. 7This emphasis on spoons, illustrated
by the seeming lack of any relationship between relative wealth and the
aunber of spoons ovned, could be the rasult of the ability to cast pewter
spoons at homs, at & time when knives and forks had to be bought and
speon molds were common, The prevalence of meat, either wild or domsstic,
on Virginia tables certainly necessitated some sort of knife. It is
iikely that tha fork was accepted even in a remote part of Virginia, 1350
years after L{ts introduction into m&m«hn
It is often difficult to determine the nunbers of knives and
forks {n su iaventory because one cawnot bs sure if a case of kaives snd

forks always hald six of each, whether or not the case was full, or how

“m fork was introduced into England sround 1600, but sccaptance
was vary slow. Johs Hawpson, The English At Table (London, 1944), 26.
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meny itews wers mesnt when en apprsiser wrote "2 Enives & Forks™ (A.
Ricks). The problem is much less acute with spoons for they wers usually
counted. Occasionally a "parcel” of spoons was listed (W, Johnson,

R. Gibbs) and, in one strange case, 12 Dogn Spoons” were listed for a
woman with only three pewtar dishes, thres mméct plates, five piecas

of sarthenware, and three knives and forks (E. Neavill)., However, this
may well have been an arvor in which one half dosen spoons was msant,

With the exception of the widow Naavill, Robert Ricks had by far
the most spoous, knives, and forks. His forty spoons, twventy-six knives,
and thirty forks form an interssting numerical w‘luttmhib but hardly
match his seventy-three chairs. A similar proportional relationship i»
evident in Abraham Ricks' appreisal with eighteen spoons, eight knives,
thirtesn forks, and tve knives and forks listed. The other inventories
are ot clear enough on this matter to sea if such & velationship was
generally common.

In sddition to the teaspoons of Dr, Willis, which will bde
considered with tea sats, there ave twvo special kiands of spoons mentioned
in the invontories. The two known casas of silver spoons were not among
the effecta of very rich men, ss might be expectad, but in the estatss
of mawbers of the middle class. Dr. Willis had eix lazge silver spoons
valusd at £2,10,0, and James Pedin had twelve. Perhaps the latter ware
sasller, for they wers valuad at only E3.12,0. The lone soup spoon
mentioned, larger and heavier than & tea spoon, belonged to Thomas Smith

and was worth 1.6,
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VESSELS USED IN TABLE SERVICE

The vassels used in dining were described as being of a variety
of materials, including pewtsr (the most common at this period) earthen~
ware, stonewara, wood, glass, silver, and china, The differences awong
sarthenvara, stonsvare, snd china lis in theiy cowmposition and manufacture.
At this period, earthenvare refers to coarseware, siipware, or Delft,
whils stoneware was dbrove or the nevly popular salt-gisze -- often ealled
“stone? China was Chinese sxport porcelsin. All ceramics, but especially
china, were ralativaly racent acquisitions in British housseholds. Yor
centuries, the vast majority of dining vesssls had been made of wood.or,
among the wealthy, of precious matals. Food had been placed on a trancher,
a plece of wood with an indentation in the canter. Treanchers were still
common in the eighteenth century in parts of England and Bcoaimdu but
seom not to have been used in Isle of Wight Covnty, unless they ware
lumped with other goods as "parcels of woodenwere,™ “old lumber,” orx
“wooden trays.” The last could have been large tranchers used to serve
food,

INDIVIDUAL DINIHG WARR

The plate vas the basic item of individusl dining. Made of
pewter or, in soms cases, sarthenware, plates were shallow and not intended

for liquid or semi~liquid foods. Those in pewter were never ovar ten

5ea Steer, Parm nd Cottese Inventortes, 28; and Marjorie Plant,

The Domestic Life of Scotlsad in the Eighteenth Century (Edinburgh, 1952),
42,
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inches in dismeter and usually had a slightly decorated rim of medium
width, 14

The number of plates owned varied widely, ranging as high as
twventy-aight (J. Wright) and as low as two (E. Cobb), or none at all.
Their value to their owners can be seen in the fact that nioe wills
contain specific mention of then.

Porringers, originally designed specifically for porridge, were
generally used for any sort of pudding, stew, or soup. They were round,
with rather high bulginz sides, one bhandle, and, often, 2 top which could
also be used for a stand. While pewter porringers had become obsolets

in Englend by 1750,3

they seem to have remained quite common in Isle
of'ﬁight. They were of pewter or carthenware, with the former considerably
more common, Porringers vere scarce among the poorest group.

In contrast to plates snd porringers, there 18 no avidence in

18 Generally,

the inventories that bovwls were ever made of pewter.
bowls were round containers of various dimensions used for preparing ox
serving liquid foods, or for bathing. Bowls used in the kitchen were
probably wooden, but only one was definitely identified as to wmaterial -~

Dr. Willis®' "Chinia Bowle.” The other seven bowls listed were parts of

“Loclue Irwin Laughlin, Pewter in America: Its Makexs and Theiy
Marks (2 vols,, Boston, 1940), I, 26-28,

V1bea., 30,

iﬁhaughlin,nuhotnntiaaea this in his statement that, in America,
bowls were only rarely made of pewter. Ibid., 27.



27

thres middle~class estates (J. Wilson, J. Johnson, A. Pursell).
One man, John Davis, had three soup dishes worth thirteen
shillings, These were probably deep plates, and seem to have been commonly

made of salt-glaze earthenware.
DRINKING VESSELS

Colonial drinking vessels, as revealed in the Isle of Wight
inventories, had great variety in both compositicn and form. Many of
the {tems are unfawiliar to modern times, necesgitativg some explanation.

The term “"cup” scems to have referred to s variety of drinking
vessels, described as belng of pewter, earthenwars, stonewarae, glass, or
gilver, Those in tea sets may well have been of china, though they were
not identified as such. All the cups were in lower class inventories.

Pewter cups were made in two shapes. One type, with a flat or
rounded bottom, was handleless and had a straight or flared rim. Others
ware more squat containers with flaring sides, either with or without a
handle. The latter would spproximates the cup shape of today, and would
probably have been accompanied by s saucer. The silvar cup ovned by
Richard Snowden could have bheen of any of the shapes of the pewter ones.
S8ince it was worth only twelve shillings it could not have bean very
large.

The ceramic and glass cups were probably similar in shape to
those of modern times, with a handle, and using a saucer. The inventories
dtd not refer to saucers, except for Nicholas Miller's “1 Sauser,” which

was probably of earthenware, Because it was not listed in connection
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with cups and, in fact, there were none in the appraisal, it may have
besn & sauce or gravy boat., Perhaps the general lack of reference to
saucers reflects & tendency to comsider them with cups, so that a mention
of the latter was mesnt to include the former,
The only beaker listed belonged eovwilliam Daughtry. This
pevter vessel lacked handle or cover and "ordimarily, though not invariably,
wss wider at the top than at the bOttQ@a“17
The tankard, a rather high, round pewter container with a
hinged 1id and one handle, vas one of the most common drinking vessels
in the inventories, Members of all four classes cwned them, from Robert
Ricks with the three that he willed his children, to John Bradshaw
who had few household goeds other than his pewterware, Usually a man
owned only one or two, with nc more than three indicated in any estate.
Mugs, or open~topped tankards, were the most common drinking
vessel, Uhile many listed without any reference to their composition
were probably of pawter, others were of earthenware (N. Miller), and the
moye common stoneware. Mugs of pewter had supplanted their covered

18 put beth

"eousin,” the tankard, in many of the colonles by this peried,
seem still to have been common in Isle of Wight. The continued prevalence
of tankards and mugs was, perhaps, an indication of the slowness of

change in this county.

Two inventories (G. Parker, J. Darden) and a will (G. Wiggs)

Y., se.

18m14., 22.
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refer to "pottle bottles? These were tankards holding two quarts and
used to serve drinks, or as common drinking vessels, rather than for
one man's portion. Jeremiah Procter's "pottle nug" was a two-quart mug.

The stoneware drinking jug mentioned in Willfam Daughtry's
{aventory {s & rather unusual item, at least under this name, While 1t
could have been s posset cup {a mug with two handles and a spout that
one sucked the 1lf{quid through), it was more probably a mug-shaped
container of indeterminate size with one handle and a pouring 1lip which
gould be used for either drinking or pouring.

Drinking vessels of glass form a readily distinguishable unit,
In addition to the cups already mentioned, they included dram, wine, and
"drinking™ glasses, tumblers, and those listed simply as "glasses.” As
with the other items, a "parcel of glassware” was often listed,

Dram glasses for small amounte of liquor were mentioned in
only three cases ~~ all among the middle classes, While wine glasses
vere listed only once (6. Wiggs), the more common “drinking glsss" was
probably also a pedestal-type glass. Tumblers, for drinking other
11quids, had at one time been made of horn, but were more commonly of
glass in this perfod. Those of Arthur Pursell were spescified as being
of glass. The "glasses” listed could have been of any of these types,
or they could have been jelly glasses used for the decorative centerpiece
koown as a pyramid,

The relative cqstlingaa of glassware, and its high rate of
breakage both in transport from England and in the home, may account for

the absence of this commodity from the homes of the poor. The various
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peculiarities of the inventories of tha four richest men make them very

poor guides in this, as in m@ny'athat respects.
SERVING DISHES

The pewter dish was the basic serving vessel. Surviving examples
‘are usually more than ten fmches 1a,diameent and vary in depth from the
shallow plate to those over one and one-half iaches.xg

The variety in number of dishes owned is quite surprising,
particularly since they were supposedly used only for serving food. Two
men tn. nicﬁs and 7, Willismson) had as many as eighteen dishes, and in
only ten of the twenty~three faventories listing dishes was the number
owned less than tivu; The average was more than seven. This strange
aituntion leads to the question whether the appraisers might have used
“dishes" as a general term. Another possibility, that people might have
.ci@eg out of & common dish, i{s somewhat invalidated by the fact that only
three1of the inventories listing "dishes™ failed to list plates also
{J. Bridger, W, Daughtry, R. Scott).

Basins, or as it was often spelled "basons,"” were also of pewter,
though Arthur Pursell d1d have one of earthenware. These vers round
containers with narrowolded rims, made in & variety of sizes, and used
for puddings, stews, and other semi~liquid foods. They could be used

sither as a deep serving dish or as an individual plaxozo‘- though the
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former was probably more common. While they were not as prevalent as
dighes, the relatively large number listed may may indicate that basins

vere oftep used in the kitchen and for personal bathing, as well as

for food service.

The two salvers in the lists belonged to members of the middle
class. Johu Davis' was definitely of pewter and, with six pewter plates,
was worth six shillings. John Wilson's was probably of pewter for,
with two dishes, it was worth elevan shillings, Salvers were large
platters, used mainly to serve meats. While it seems unusual that more
were not listed, their rarity may be the result of the greater prevalence
of trays, which were found among all classes of people. While a few
trays were definitely wooden as, for example, that of Robert Ricks, the
rest must have been wooden because of their low valuation, even when
appraised in comnection with other goods.

The bread trays of Abrsham Ricks and Francis Williamson wers
probably small trays of wood or metal used to bring the loaf of home~
made bread to the table. They could also have been used in the kitchen,
It is interesting that each of these man, both wembers of the upper
classes, had twe trays, while no one else had any listed.

Since only one inventory (R. West) listed a flagon, it may be
assumed that most drinks were poured from the bottles into the individual
drinking vessels, The large numbexr of bottles inventoried shows that
these were common in almost every household,

Melchizedec Deshey's inventory lists ope cruit and one sale.

This cruit was a stoppered container for oils or vinegaer. (The other
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use of the label "cruit" was for a set of cruit bottles and containers
for salt, sugar, and cinnawon, all matching and in a special cruit frame.
The separate listing of one salt in Deshey's inventory eliminates this
meaning.) WwWhile many cruit bottles were of silver and glass, wore
common metals slso were used., Unfortunately, Deshey's cruit was not
appraised, so that its composition cannot be ascertained.

Deshey's “salt”™ was probably a rather tall metal one, its top
plarced with holes arranged in an ornate design, originslly part of a
cruit set. The other salts or saltcellars listed, of which there wera
only eleven in seven different estates, could have been of this type, or
bowls, or bowls on pedestals. Only five were identiffed by materisl, one
of pewter and four of glass.

The mustard pots belonging to Jacob Darden snd William Daughtry
could have been of any of a variety of shapes and materiala. Since both
pots were lumped with other goods in the appraisal, it is difficult te
arrive at any idea of their wvalue and, henece, whether they were brought
to the table. The fact that both men owned saltcellars suggests that the
mustard pots wers parts of cruit sets.

Punch bowls of ceramic, glass, pewter, or silver, were surprisingly
comnmon. Fourteen ﬁzrc 1isted, belonging to three upper-middle, four
lower-middle, and two poor estates. The appraisers usually grouped them
with other goods so that it is difficult to arrive at any estimation
of their value. The overall price range of from 1/8 to fifteen shillings
precludes the presence of any of silver or china. At this time punch

bowls did not come with matching cups, though five owners of punch bowls
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also had assorted earthenware, stoneware, or glassware parcels that could
have included cups,

Pitchers were fairly uncommon. Besides Robert West's earthen~
ware one and Wi{lliam Daughtry's two stonewars omes, only four were listed,
belonging also to wmiddle~class people.

Three inventories (Dr. Willis, G. Wiggs, snd ™Mr.” J, Summerrell)
1isted tea sets, tea ware, or "tea tackle.” If these were the ususl
tea sets, made of ceramic, silver, or some other metal, they consisted
of a teapot, slop bowl for the teas laanus, cream and sugar containers,
tea canister, tongs, teaspoons, cups, sad sancats.zx While one cannot
be sure that each of these sets contained sll these items, the Willis’
sppraisal mentione six tea spoons, tongs, and a sugar box, in addition
to the "Parcell of Tea ware,” The Summervell appraisal lists a tea
kettle plus the “tea tackle.” The value of the tes ware precludes items
of silver, Willis' ware vas appraised at 7/6, Sumserrell's table and
tackle at El,

Both the Willis and Summerrell inventories ligt special tea
tables. They were four~legged rectangles, Pembroke tables, or the
especially popular tripod whose circular, scallop-edged top could be
22

tilted or removed for storage. The tea things could be placed dirsctly

on this table or on any ordinary table., Tea trays in a variety of shapes,

?lRodris Roth, Tes Drinking in 18th Century America; Its Etfquette
and Bquipage (Washington, 1961), 79, 74.

221v44., 74-76.
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sizes, and degrees of ornateness were used to bring the tea set to the
tabla.zs While no tea trays wers specifically mentioned, the trays

1isted could have been used for this purpose,
TABLE SETTIRGS

While the iaventories and wills reveal much about what dining
furnishings and equipage the Isle of Wight residents had, they do not
indicate how these items appeared on the tabla, If one wishes to know
about this aspect of dining, one must turn to other sources of inform-
ation.

The many 1llustrations of the placement of serving dishes, found
in books of advice to homemakers, have been mentioned previously. Yat
what of individual place settings? How did Hrs, John Summerrell, for
example, set her table for a special dinmer?

This question is much harder to answer than that of serving
dish placement. In fact, it cannot be answered, for sources of inform-
ation are lacking. The only source, Robert Roberts' House Servant's
Directory, is seventy years and six hundred miles away from Isle of Wight
county in the mid~eighteenth century,

Roberts presents another probdlem also, His prose s complex,
and reflects a confidencs that the reader will have seen a table set in
what Roberts would consider the corvxect form. Yet his information s as
close as one can get to an efighteenth-century Isle of Wight table setting.

Roberts suggests that, for a dinner for ten, there should be

231p14., 78-79.
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four place settings on each side of the table and one at each end. The
knife and fork would be placed to the right and left of the plate
respectively, with the handle~ends at the gablewedae. A spoon was added
to each plate satting -~ probably in the English gradition, above the
plate. The water tumbler should be to the right of the plate, three
inches from the edge of the table, While Roberts did not say to which
side of the tumbler the wine glass was to be placed, its foot should
just touch the tumbler. The napkins ware to be folded "™so as to admit
the bread fnto them, without being seen,”™ but he did not indicate vhere
these napkins should be placed.
The table would be finished off with a dinner knife and fork "at
each side of the table, opposite the centre, for carving with,” six
salts with epoons, & salad bowl on a silver waiter, and a vwine decanter
at each comer, All this vould, of course, be in addition te the serving
dishes, for which he glso suggests placements. Also "you should have plenty
of plates, knives and forks, spcons, glasses of both kinds, and every
thing alse that is necessary for your dipneri as it {s much better to
have in the room more things than are wanted, of every description, than
not to have enough; 28 this causes great canfncton.“za
0f course, Roberts 1s writing for far more elegant tables than
the Isle of Wight finventories suggest. Yet one can see that, with & faw

substitutions and omissions, the Virginia housewife could imitate Roberts'

B

2anabart Roberts, Ihe House Servant's Directory . . . (Boatom,
1827), 46-48, 120-121,
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tabla, Roberts' information may not be accurate for Isle of Wight, bue
it does aid the imsgination in putting the equipage in 1its proper saetting,
and gives some idea of what any eighteenth-century housewifs strove to

do,



CHAPTER III

DINING CUSTOMS: TESTIMONY TO A WAY OF LIFE

Isle of Wight County was a relatively isclated part of Virginia.
Yet ite isolation does not mean that a study of dining furnishings and
equipage used there has no broader relevance. Rather, when similar
studies for vther areas are also consulted, the Isle of Wight material
helps point up similarities and differences among these regions and provides
some basis for generalizations from the materials presented.

One such study of another area is Francis W. Steer's Farm and
Cottage Inventories of Mid-Essex, 1635-1749. Steer presented transcriptions
of inventories registered from one parish {n Essex, England, and intro-
duced them with a discussion by category of the kinds of items found in
the finventories. Like Iasle of Wight in Virginie, mid-Essex in England
1s a limited geographic area where agriculture predominated, and most of
the people were of limited econmomic means. But life in Essex represents
an old culture with roots deep in medieval conditions, while Isle of
Wight in the mid-eighteenth century had been settled less than one hundred
and fifty years. Steer's findings, therefore, reflect the continued
use of items handed down over many generations, while most of the Isle
of Wight equipage was of necessity of relatively recent vintage. Though
Steer's inclusion of all their possessions provides for a broader base

of study of these people, he was not interested in fnvestigating any

37
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series of items in depth,

Despite these differences, a comparison of Steer's conclusions
with those arising from the Igle of Wight records may produce some
interesting and valuable results. Also, after studying the Isle of Wight
nmaterials it is possible to come to some conclusions on mid-Essex that
Steer did not make.

Steer pointed out that the family often ate their meals in the
kitchen, rather than the dining room or hall, as it was then ealled.l
The same custom may have been common in many Isle of Wight homes, especially
the smgller ones with only two rooms -~ a kitchen and combination living
and sleeping room —~~ and a loft. No doubt many of the larger homes
lackaed the detached kitchen so familiar to visitors to Willfamsburg and
the great plantations. In these middle-sized homes, the kitchen was
probably used for informal or family meals, and the hall reserved for
special occasions and for entertaining guests. Steer could predicate
with some aceuracy what room the people ate in, for most of the Essex
inventories were recorded by room, while the Isle of Wight records give no
differentiation of this kind.

Steer found the long rectangular table the most common type
in seventeenth~century Essex and asserted that oval tables were a later
development, never as common as the rectanguiar.z This condition is

in sharp contrast to Isle of Wight, where ovals were the most common form

1Stear, Farm and Cottage Inventories, 28.

ZIbid., 12, and see Index: table, oval, 297.
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and only one long table was mentioned. The apparent preponderance of
oval tables nmay result ftom the fact that the rectangular table was so
common that appraisera felt there was nc need to describe it and listed
it merely as a "table." Or, a change in fashion might be implied if the
Egssex tables reflected the passing down of furniture through several
generations, so that an "old-fashioned"” style was still {n common use.

Steer failed to comment on the wood used, other than that cone
mahogany table waes listed, and that most were probably of oak or elm,s
A wider variety of woods are mentioned in the Virxrginia inventories, but
neither oak nor elm tables are identified among those found in Igle of
Wight, The differences in woods probably reflect the use of local materials
by regional craftsmen in both Essex and Isle of Wight.

Steer's concentration on the seventeenth century often makes it
difficult to determine whether his statements are applicsble to the
eighteenth and, therefore, comparable for Isle of Wight, Such a problem
exists in regard to chairs, Steer emphasized only the searcity and
uncomfortableness of chairs in the seventeenth century, and the prevalence
of stools, forme, and benchas.& In Isle of Wight, on the..other hand,
chairs weyre common in most homes and other kinds of seatingwere quite
rare, If eighteenth~century Essex inventories were consulted, they might
reveal a similar adoption of chairs.

One similarity i{s the rarity of cloth-upholstered chairs. Steer

Smb4., 11-12,

S1b1d., 13-14.
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3 aad it is also evident from the Isle of Wight

commented on this scarcity,
inventories. Perhaps cloth vas not popular because it lacked the dura~
bility of leather or woed. Or, in a period when many rural dwellers

wove most of their own cloth, upholstery fabrics may have been too
difficult to make and too costly to buy,

Steer observed that "Prom the frequent mention of table~ or board-
cloths, it would appear that meals were rarely served on an uncovered
table; napkins were also used to a large extent -~ certainly by paople
other than the poorest -~ to wipe greasy fingers during the mcci."6 This
conclusion is definitely at variance with the inference reached from the
Isle of Wight inventories that, while the upper classes owned table
linen, even they rarely had enough for daily use, Perhaps the apparent
difference in custom may be axplained by a change in table manners brought
about by more general acceptance of a new table implement, the fork,
vhich "“made eating a performance from which & fairly careful feedar might

4

retire with clesan hands. The common use of napkins in Essex, combined

with the scarcity of forks, is balanced in Isle of Wight with the

8

reverse proportion, demonstrating the change in fashion.  Yet, the spoon

S1b1d.
rnia,, 28-29,

Tcnarles Cooper, The Eaglish Tsble ip History spd Literature
(m&m’ l\ad;) $ 131\

33tocr'£ound only three listings of forks. Steer, Farm and
Cottage Inventories, 28.
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remained the primary eating tool in eighteenth~century Virginia.

While Steer found pewter the most coumon metal for dining table
vuts&ln,g at the ssme time he stated that wooden trenchers were quite
comuon.lﬁ In Isle of Wight, wooden vessels were much ieas fraquently
mentioned, probably reflecting the later peried studied rather than a
more sophisticated leval of dining.

Steer did not attempt to speculate about trends or pattarns im
dining equipment or, indeed, in any other avea. His main concern was to
make the faventories available for other researchers, rather than to
draw conclusions of his own. Of course, the immense awount of material
with vhich he had to deal would have made the task of searching for
patterns very difficult, especially since the compilation of the book was
& "spare~time activity."ll

While ne pattern can be soen throughout the Isle of Wight materials
on dianing furnishings and equipage, some tendencies within economic
groupings on certain classes of items wera found and pointed out in the
discussion of these items. Yet the lack of broad trends does not make
the study without value, for many fecets of eighteenth—century 1ife do
become far clearer, First, it helps bring alive the fact that Virginia

was not exclusively a land of wealthy planters and their slaves, but

Ib1d., 6a.
lﬂn&g sy 28,

‘11g1§., see Note opposite 1,
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rather of people of more modest standards, as well as some living In
poverty. It also points up the folly of trying to judge the past by
modern standards.

On a broader scale, one comes to appreciate these pecple as
1iving in their own way in their own time, instead of seaing them as
quaint figures out of the past. Cenerally, the residents of Isle of
Wight coma to be ssen in the tradition of agrarian socleties where most
people were ordinary, obscure, isolated from any significant amount of
intellectual stimulation oy economic proaperity, living to themselves
vith only & few neighbors for friendship, farming their lands and guiding
the work of their families sand slaves. Because they mt;i in America, they
were not as close to medieval habits and att.iw:iés as their counterparts
in nid-Essex. On the other hand, the possessions of the people of Isle
of Wight show that they bore 2 e,imer {dentity to the self-~sufficiency

of the medieval village than to the interdependence of today's megalopolis.



APPENDIX A
FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPAGE FOR DINING
FOUND IN
SELECTED INVENTORIES, APPRAISALS, AND WILLS
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY RECORDS

ESTATE OF THOMAS ATKINSON 1
Appraisal: £64.10.6
IWCR #4, W&I 1733-1745 ordered: 22 October, 1744
pP. 525-527 returned: 28 January, 1744/5

To one Stock Lock, one Hour Glass, one Sive, 1 Tobacco Box,
one Knife & Fork, Leather Shaver, one Gimblet 2.6; To one Dozen of New
Plates 16.0; To cne Tankard, One Bason, 12 Spoons 8.0; To Seven Glass
Cups 5.0; To two Bottles 7 Vials 2 half pint Bottles, 2 Cups 2,.0.

ESTATE OF RICHARD BLOW i1
Appraisal: E302.13.5 1/2
IWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 taken: 31 December, 1746
pp. 37-38 returned: 9 October, 1746

To a parcel of old Lumber 7.6; To a parcel of Pewter E1.18.0; Teo
a peel of Enives & Forks 3.4; To a pcel of Earthen Ware 15.0; To a table &
Desk ES,15.0; To a parcel of Linnen E2.11.9 1/2; To 1 Chest & Table 6,0;
To a parcel of Chairs 14.0; To 1 Table and Chest 5.6.

BSTATE OF JOHN BRADSHAW 111
Appraisal: E25.14.4
IWCR #5, W&I 17451752 Ordered 27 January, 1745/6
pp. 9-10 veturned: 24 February, 1745/6

To 46 1/2 pounds of Pewter E2,17,6; To one Dozen of Plates 12.0;
To three Tankards and one Candlestick 10,0; To fifteem Pound of old Pawter
7.63 To a parcell of Earthen Ware 7.0; To seven Juggs 10.0; To one Pewter
Pott; and one old Trumk 2.0; To one Table 2.6,

43
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ESTATE OF WILLIAM BREWER v
Appraisal: E£20.9.9
IWCR #5, WeI 1743-1752 ordered: 3 October, 1749
P+ 220 returned: 7 Decamber, 1749

To & Parcell of old Pewter 8.0.

will
INCR #35, W&l 17435-1752 dated: 24 Yebruary, 1748/9
pPp. 216-217 prasented: 5 October, 1749
ESTATE OF JOSEPH BARIDGBR v

: Appraisal: E108.14.5 1/2
IWCR #5, WaI 1745-17%2 ovdered: 4 June, 1752
PP 449-451 returned: 6 August, 1752

To ¢ old Chaivs 10,95 To 1 614 Table i Candlestick and 2 pr of
Cards 3.0; Te a Parcell of Earthenware 12.0; To I Ovall Walnut Table 12.6;
1 Ditto 8.4; to 1 Squave Table 5.0; To 76 1b €1/p 1b E£3.16.0; to a parell
of Earthen ware 7.4; To & parcel of wooden ware 11.0; 1 Pewter Dish 2.6;
to 1 Quart Mugg 1.3; To 1/2 Ounce of old Silver 2.6.

ESTATE OF JORN CHRSKUTYT Vi

Appraisal : E29.11.8 1/2
INCE #5, WeX 1745-1752 orddred: 3 July, 1750
pp. 268-269 returned: 6 September, 1750

To 1 Black walnut Table 15.0; To 1 Gilt Trunk and one old Tadble
8.0; To & o0ld Plag Chatizs 4,0; To 1 Pine Chest and 1 old Table 7.6; To
a Parcel Earthen Ware 35,0; To a Parcel Barthen Vare 5.0; To a Pavesl of
Wooden ware 2.0; To 5 Pewter Dishes 4 Plates and 1 Bason & :5 Spoons
E1.7.03 To 1 Case of Xnives & Porks Pavcel of Earthen Ware 5.0.

ESTATE OF JOHN CLEMERTS viX

Appraissl : E£69.19.4
INCR #4, W&Y 1733-1745 taken: 29 October, 1743
PP S15-316 returned: 22 October, 1744

To 6 pound of Lead 1.6; To a parcell of Pewter E1.19.0; To 1
Mug & Vial 1,0; To 5 Knives & Yorks 1.8, ‘
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ESTATE OF EDWARD COBB viII

Inventory
Iﬂﬂﬁ g4, WEY 1733-1745 raturned: 20 March, 1743
p. A38

one Doszen Chairs; To one stona Mugg and a Cup; To 2 Stone Bottles
and 2 Pottle Bottles; pr of fleims [7] a Class snd a Funel; To 9§ pounds
of pewtar; To 2 Dosn Spoons; a old dish; To 2 pavwter plates; some Earthen
Ware; To a psel of triflas; a Bell and a Dish; To a parcel of Wooden Warve.

will
IWCR #4, WaX 1733~1745 dated: 22 August, 1742
pp. 428-430 presented: 27 September, 1742
RSTATE OF JACOB DARDEN X

Appraisal: E 77.10.9 1/2

INCR #5, W&I 1743-17%52 ordered: S July, 1750
pp. 264-266 raturned: 6 September, 1750

To 2 Stone Juggs and 1 large Bottle 6.0; To & old lLeather Chairs
and 6 flag'd Ditte 8,03 To I Small Table 2,0; To 1 laxge Square Table 7.6
To 2 Punch Bowls, & Parcel Earthen Ware 255; To 2 Glass Saltsellers .4; To
parcel old Linnen Cloths and Table Linnen $.0; To 1 Stene Butter pott 1
Meal Bag 1 old Mugg 1.9; To Parcel of Wooden Ware 3.0; To &4 Pewter Dishes
9.0; To 6 swall Basons 6.0; To 2 Porrimgers of Pewter 2,0; To 1 Dosn
Pawter Plates 12,0; Yo 2 Dosn & 4 Pewter Spoons 2.4; To old Pewter Tankard
and 1 Mustard Pot & 2 Spoons .63 To 1 Pottle Pott 1 Quart Pott and 1/2
Pint Pitto 5.0; Te 1 Parcel of old Enives and Porks Iron Cendlestick 1.3;
To 3 Large Pewter Basons 6.0,

ESTATE OF JOBN DAUGHTRY ) 4
Inventory
INCR #5, WaX 1745-1752 taken: 27 February, 1749/50
Pp. 237-238 returned: 1 March, 1749/30

7 Stone Juggs; 2 Pitchers: s Parcel of earthen Ware; 2 Disper
Table Cloaths and Napkins; 1 linnen one; 1 Oval Table; 2 Square Ditto; a
Paxcel of Cheirs; 16 Pewter Dishes; a Parcel of old Ditto; 10 Basons; 24
Plates; & Parcel of wooden Lumber; 2 Drinking Glasses; 1 Case of Knives and
Forks.

will

IWCE #5, WAX 1745~1752 dated: 28 April, 1742
p. 213 presontad: 5 October, 1749
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ZSTATE OF WILLIAM DAUGHTRY b 4 4

, Inventory ...
IWCR #5, W&l 1745-1752 returned: 2 July, 1752
Pps A45~4AS

To ten Plates: To sight Dishes; To four Porringers; To six Basons;
To twanty three Spoons; Te one Tankard; To one pewter besker; To one
Pevtar Saltcellar; To two Stome Pitchers; To twe Stone Drioking Juggs; To
thres quart muggs; To one Pint wugg: To one swall Cupy To two Punch Bowls;
;: ;wo Dyinking Glasses; To six Chaivsj To one Pepper Box and one pawter
8

Appraisal @ E13.18.4 1/2 [?)
INCE #5, W&I 1745-1752 ovduredt 2 July, 1752
pp. 455~4356 teken: 18 July, 1732
returned: 6 August, 17352

To 9 Plates 7.6; Yo & Porringere 4.0; To 23 Spoons 2.9; To &
Basons 6.0; To 7 Dishes ¥1,2.8; To cne Percell of old Pewter and a2 Sault
Collar 7.1 1/2; To 2 Punch Bowls & & Cream Pott 5.6; To one Tankard and a
beskar & a Mustard Pott 24.0.0; To 2 Stone Pitchers E4,.0.0; to one Pacell
of Stone Cups 5.6; To 3 Stone Juggs & e Barthen Pott 6.0; To 3 Rundlets and
6 Chairs and tvo drinking glasses 12.0,

Wil
INCR €5, W&X 1743~1752 dated: 24 December, 1751
p. 436 presented: 2 July, 1752

to son Joha Daughtry Senr: 1 Pawter dish; s Bason; 2 Platas;
round table,

to daughter Prissills Hodgpath: 1 Pewter dish; a Bason; 2 Plates.

to daughter Mary Holland: 1 pewter dish; 1 bason; 2 plates.

to deughter Eligasbeth Parker: 2 plates; 2 porringers.

to grandson John Daughtry Junr: one of the Deast of wmy Pewter
Tenkards; 1 dishi 1 dasen; 2 Plates,, 1 cupboard.

ESTATE OF JOHN DAVIS X1x

Appraisal : E284,.18.7 1/2
INCR #5, W&X 1745-1752 orderad: 6 Septembar, 1750
pp. 284~285 raturned: 6§ Decembar, 1750

2 Felling Tables £2.0.0; parcel of Earthen & Glass wave £1.1.7 1/2
5 Leather Chairs 15.0; 5 Flagg Ditteo E1.10.0; 4 Cain Chaivs 12.,0; 4§ Flag
Chairs 2.0; 3 Supe Dishes 13,05 29 1b of old Pewter 14.6; Parcal of Ditte
20,03 1/2 Dosn of Pewter Plates & Pewtor Sslver 6.0; 5 Pewter Basons 5.6;
Enives & Forks 6,03 1/2 Dosn Spoons 1.8; Parcel of Wooden Ware 13.63
2 Table Closths and 3 Kapkins 13.0; old silver 16.0.
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ESTATE OF JORE DESHEY X111
Inventory
IWCR #5, WAL 1745-52 taken: 1 August, 1748
pe 126 returned: 11 August, 1748
Ag;pg‘xg.glx E313.0,2
IVCR #5, WX 1745-1732 ordered: 9 June, 1748
p. 174-176 returnad: 13 April, 1749

A lot of Pewter wt 39 1b £2.0.0; A Lot of old Pewter 9.0; A
Lot of Pewter We 13 13,01 1 Dogzen of Chairs, and an old Table 9.0;
2 Tabla Closths, 14 Napkins, & & Towell ¥1.5.0; 2 old Tenkards 2.6;
A Table and twoe Cloaths, a Graiter & 5 Case Knives & Forks 6.0; a Parcel
of wooden Wars, 9 Pleces at 7/6 7.6; 2 Trays & other Lumber 4.0;
2 Punch Bowls 2.6,

Wil
IUCR #3, WeI 1745-1752 datedt 24 October, 1747
pp. 114-115 presented: 9 June, 1748

to cousin James Wyenn; a large Square pine Tabla.
to cousin Joseph Wrenn: half a dosen Dishes; half a dosen plates.

ESTATE OF MARY DRSBEY Xiv

v Appraisal: E67.14.0
IWCR #5, WeI 17A5-1752 ordeved: 9 Maxrch, 174B/9
P 204 returneds 3 Avgust, 1749

1/2 Doxen Plates 8.0; 29 1b of Pewter ¥1.9.0; 6 Chairs 7.6.

will
LigR #5, WeX 1745-1752 dated: 20 October, 1748
pp. 162-163 presented: 9 March, 1748/9

to cousins Jawss Jordan and Joseph Jordan:s 6 flag chears; half
s Dogn Dishas & Plates: 2 chests.
to cousin Jemes Wrenn: 1 Diapr Table Cloath, & six Diapr Napkins.
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ESTATR OF MELCHIZEDEC DESHEY XV
‘ Iaventory
IMCR #3, W&I, 1745-1752 taken: 11 August, 1748
pp. 125-126 raturned: 11 August, 1748

Two Tables; To one Dozn flagg Chairs; To saventeen Dishes: one
Dozen and half of Plates; To two Dozen of pewter Spoons; To two Punch
Bowls; four Stone Mugge; two Pitchers; 7o two Earthen Potts; two Drinking
Glasses; one Cruit; one Salt; To two Trays; To tvo pewter Tankards, two
Posringers & three Basons; To two Diaper Table Cloths & Fourteen Napkins,

ESTATE OF ROBERT DRIVER XVi

JWCR #3, W&Y 1745-1752 ordered: 12 May, 1748
op. 132-133 returned: 11 August, 1748

1 oval Table 12.6; 1 small Do 10.0; 6 Leather Chars £1,10.0;
parcel of old Flagg'd Chatvs 2.0; 12 1/2 1b of old Pewter 3124 12.6; 17 1/2
1b of Pewtar El,.3.4,

Will
IWCR #3, W8I 1745-1752 dateds 1 March, 1747
PRp. 103-104 presented: 12 May, 1748

to son Robert Drivert 2 walnut oval tables.

ESTATE OF JOHN EDWARDS XVII
A&p!&iial s E112.9.2
INCR #S5, W&I 1745-1752 ordered: 11 August, 1748
PP. 304-~306 returned: 7 March, 1750/1

To a Parcel of old Pewter and some Wool 5.5; Te Sundry old Books
and other Lumbsr E2,0.0; To a Parcel of Iron & 1 ?neel of old Pewter
F1.6.0; To 1 Pewter Bottle 2.0;

will
IWCR #5, W&X 1745-1752 dated: 27 April, 1748
p. 121 presanted: 11 August, 1748

to wife Ann Edwards: “all the Momey and Goods which she has
already carried away from me & Disposed of".
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ESTATE OF JOHN PULGCHAM XVIII

Appraisal 2?

IVCR #4, W6I 1733-1745 orderedt 78 Fauaky, 1744/5
pp. 531-532 taken: 16 Pebruary, 1744/5

returned: 25 February, 1744/5
bed, chest of Draws & Cabinet E5.15.0.

ESTATE OF JAMES GARNER XIX

, Appraisal :
TWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 ordered? 9 Bfoduddy 1748/9
PP. 159~161 returned: 9 March, 1748/9

To 13 3/4 1b of Pewter at 1/ 13.9; To 12 plates at 1/ 12.0;
To 2 Basons at 9/9.0; To 3 old Basons 9,.0; To 6 Pound and half Pound of
o0ld Pewter 3.0; To a Parcel old Plates 10 Bottles 1 Candlestick 2 earthen
pans 1 old Tray 1 Bell 2 Jugs all at 7.6; To a Parcel of old Wood and
earthen Ware 5.0.

will
IWCR #5, WsI 1745-1752 - datedt 22 July, 1748
pp. 144-145 prasented: 12 January, 1748/9

to dsughter Olive Garner: 2 new dishes,
to son Joseph: 1 new dish; 2 new Basons.
to son Jesse: 2 new Dishes.

ESTATE OF BALPH GIBBS XX

Appraisal :
IWCR #5, WSI 1745-1752 ordered: F87nddril 1746
ppe 29-31 returned: &4 August, 1746

To one Oval Table 1 Small Ditto E1.5.0; To & psell of Earthen
Ware 15.0; To a parsell of Stone Ware 14.0; To a Case of Knives and Forks
4,65 To a parsell of Glass Ware, 11 Glass Bottles 4.6; To 1 Small Gun,
§ old Chairs 11.0; To a parsell of old Table Linnen 1.0} To 12 plates 10.0;
To a parsell of New Pewter weighing 14 1b at 1/ p 1b 14.0; To ~=—www=e
{£1legible] pounds of old Do at 8. pr 1b 5.8; To 6 Basons 12.6; To 1 pint
Pott, 2 porringers and Pepper Box 3.6; To a parsell of Spoons, and Wooden
Ware 13.0,
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ESTATE OF SARAR HOLLOWELL XX

Inventory
IWCR #%, W&I 1745-1752 rveturned: 9 June, 1748
PP 109-110

eins chairs; one Square Table; four pleces of Stone Ware; three
Esrthen Cups; one old Case of XKnives & Porks; three Table Cloths; seven
pewter Dishes; four pevter Basons; sixm pewter plates; one pewter Cup;
two earthen Porringers; one Dozen of pewter Spoons; three Hapkins; two Dram
Glasass; thrae Trays; two Esrthen plates.

¥ill
IWCR #5, WeI 1745-1752 dated: 16 Pedbruary, 1745
e 102 presented: 14 April, 1748
ESTATE OF JAMES HOUSE XXIX

Appratsal: E42.14.5
TWCR #5, WAX 1743-1782 taken: 27 June, 1752
P 179 returneds 2 July, 1752

To 12 1b New pewter @1/ To & Plates #1/ 16.0; To 2 1/2 1b of
old Pewter 26d 1.33 To 14 1b Iron and 4 Chatrs 4.6; To 1 Barvell snd one
old Table 9.0; To 1 harrow Brake and 1 old Table 2.8; To 1 Meal Sifter
and Parcell of old sarthen ware .63 To 1 Dram Class .4,

ESTATE OF JAMES JOHNGON XXT1X

Inventory
TWCR #5, W&I 1743~1752 rveturned: 9 July, 1747
Py 15

& good pewter Basons; 4 old pevter Basscns; 3 good pewter Dishes;
& good pewter plates; & 3/4 1b old pewter; 1 pewter pint Tankard; 1 pewter
Mustard potti 1 Quart pewter Pott; 1 Dram Class; 1 Bowl.

will
INCR #5, W&I 1745-~1752 deted: 13 January 1745/6
pp. 68 [67) ~69 presentad: 11 June, 1747

to son Richard Jobnsont 2 pawter Basons.

to son Samuel Johnson: 1 pewter dish; 1 pewter plate,

to vife Mary Johnscm: & Basons; 1 Pewter Dish; 1 Pewter Plate;
1 Pewter Porringer.
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ESTATE OF WILLIAM JOHNSON xxIv

Appratsal s E24,19.1 |
TWCR #3, W&I 1745-1782 takean: 14 Januery, 1745/6
pp. 78 returned: 27 Janvary, 1745/6

To a parcell of Stone and Earthan Wayxe and two Glasses ¥1,5,0;
To 12 1/4 Pewter 13/4 and & Do of old Pavter and a Parcell of Spoons
3/6 18.,10; To 1 half Pint Pott and a Parsell of Tinn 2,9; To onms Punch
Bowl 1.8; To a Pavsell of Wooden Ware 3.3; To a parseil of old Lumber 13.0.

ESTATE OF JOHN JOLLY xxv

m!o.“‘13 £20.17.6 1/2
IUCR #3, WAI 1745-1752 ordered:t 7 June, 17350
pp. 262-263 returnad: 6 September, 1750

To 28 1b Pewter 81/6 £2.2.0; To 19 1b DPigto €1/3 E1.3.9:; To
14 1b of old Pewler @94 10.6; To 1 Dozxn of 0ld Pawter Spoons 1.6; To
1 Dosn of old Pewter Ditto 1.0; To 1 old Pewter Pint Pot .7 1/2; To a
Plece of old earthen Ware 2.6; To 3 old Koives, 2 old Ranors, pair of
Shoebuckles & Enee 2,0; To s pl of old Cyder Cask and a Parcel of Woodden
Warse 2.0; To 2 old Tablas 2.0; To 1 old Tray, 1 8ifter, Parcel of old
Books 2.0,

ESTATE OF JOSHUA JORDAN xXVL

Appraisal : ¥99,1.9
PP, 469-470 taken: 3 June, 1743
returned: 27 June, 1743

To =w=wa= [$11legible] Porisnger 12.0; To 1 Table 8,0; To 1
Spining Whael & 8 Chairs 17.0; Te & old Chaire 4,0; To a psel of Rarthenware
4.0; To 1 Sugar Box, 1 Small Trunk, 1 Punch Bowl, 1 pepper mill 5.0; Yo
3 Juggs & 3 Muggs 4.6.3 To a psell of Glasses 1.56; To 1 long Table & form
5.05 To 32 1b of Pawter @3d El.1,4; To 6 1b of Do €124 6.0; To 15 1b of
old Do 86d 7,6; To 1 Doszn of Flates 13.0; To 1 1/2 Dosn of Spoons 2.3; Te
a psall of Wooden ware 5.0; To 1/2 a Dozn Case Kntves & forks 5.0; To
2 Table Cloths & 2 Napk 12.0.
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ESTATE OF ROBERT LAWRANCE XXVI

Inventory
IWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 returned: 28 October, 1745
p.1

To Six leather chaivs; to 1 large walnut table; to one small
cedar table; to Six Pewter Dishes; to five Pewter Basons & Eighteen Plates
and 3 Parcell of Spoonsi some Wooden Ware; a Parcell Earthen Ware; two
Pewter Tankards; two Porringers,

will
IWCR #4, WeI 1733-1743% dated: 1 November, 1743
pps 522-523 presented: 28 January, 1744

to son Ceorge: two lLeather Chairs; one Black Walnut Table.

to son Charles: four Leather Chairs; 1 small Cedaxr Table.

to daughter Sarah: two pewter Dishes one large & one small; six
Pewter Spoons.

to daughter Priseilla: two pewter Basons one large & one small;
six Pewter Spoona.

ESTATE OF CALEB MACKOY XXVILI

Appraisal: E35.14.7
IWCR #5, W& 1745~1752 ordereds 1 August, 1751
PP+ 374-376 returned: & October, 1751

To 1 Table and small Chest &4.3; To a Parcel of Wooden Ware 10.0;
To S old Chairs .6; To 43 1b Pevter at 1/3 22.16.3; To 1 Drinking Glass
and Mugg 1.6.

ESTATE OF ALICE MILLER XXIx

, Appraisal: E£46.0.1
IWCR #5, W&l 1743-1752 returned: & April, 1751
Pp. 332~333

To 24 1b Peuter E1.4,0; To 1 Dozen of Spoons 1.6; To 6 Plates one
Bason 13.0; Yo 1 old Table $,0; To 1 Tankard 3.0; To a small Parcel of Tim
and other Trifles 4.0; To a Parcel of stone Ware 9.0; To 4 Chairs 2.6; To
a parcel of Lumber E1,7.0.

Wil
IWCR #5, W&I 1745~1752 dated: 16 January, 1750
p. 312 presented: 7 March, 1756/1
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ESTATE OF NICBOLAS MILLER PP XX

; Mpr‘i"‘g . 1,17 09
IWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 ordered: anuary, 1749
pp. 233-235 returned: 1 March, 1749

To 1 Table and Cloath 16.0; To 7 old Chatre 6.0; To 1 Pine Table
& Cloath 35,05 To a Parcel of Stone wars 15.0{ To 2 Earthen Plates, 1
Ssuser 1 Pipkin, 1 Poringer and small Mugg 2.6; To a Parcel of Pewter
£3.0.0; To a Parcvel of old Pewter 15.0; To 12 Plates 7.6; 8 Porringers
8.0; 7 Plates 10.90; To 2 Dozn & & Spoons 3.6; To 1 Pottle Tankard 3.0;
1 old Ditto .10;: To 9 Enives and Forks 2 Plesh forks 7.6,

EETATE OF WALTER MOBGAR XXRI

Appraisal, E36.13.2
THCR #5, W&X 1745-1752 returned: 24 March, 1745

pp. 12-13

To & parsell of old Wooden Ware 2.0; To 10 old plates, snd & old
porringer & old Bason 10.0; To 10 naw plates 12.6; Yo 20 new Spoons 2.0;
To 35 1b of old pewter 1/ p 1b 21.15.0; To 1 Punch Bowl, two Sslte, and
one Glass 4.0; To a parcall of old Wooden Lumber 9.0; To three old Chairs
l.‘g »

ESTATE OF JOHN MORLAND IXXIT

Appraisel : [E243.12.4 1/2
INCR #4, W&l 17331745 ordered: 25 October 1742
pp. 459461 returned: 25 April, 1743

a psrcell of Earthen & Stone Ware 7.6; 79 1b pewter £1/ £3.19.6;
1 falling Table E1.5.0; 1 falling Table E£1.0.0; 1 Do old 6.0; 1 Square
Table 15.0; 3 laeather Chaixs 9.0; 5 flagg Do 6.3; 1 Table Cloath & 6
Napkins 8.0; a parcel of Glass and Earthen ware 5.0; 2 Jugge 4.0;
; fgnk;:g 1.3; 4 1b peweer 4,03 1 Table Cloth 1,.0; Some old knives &
orks 1.0.
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RSTATE OF ELIZABETH NEAVILL YXXITX
. Inventory
INCR #5, WA 1745-1752 returned: 12 November, 1747

p. 87

3 Pewter Dishes; 3 Pewter Plates; 12 Doza Spoons; 1 Pewter Bason;
1 Pewter Tankard; 5 pleces of Earthen Ware; To 3 pleces of Leather & §
flagg'd Chairs; To one small Table and Cutting Knife; 2 pieces of Wooden
Ware; 1 table Cloth & Mapkinj 1 Drinking Glass; 3 Knives and Forks.

will
INCR #5, W8I 1743~1752 dated: 21 September, 1747
pp. 79-81 presented: 8 October, 1747

to grand-daughter Mary Sikes: one of the largest pewter Dishes,
to grand-daughter Mary Murphry: 1 pewter plate.

to grand-daughter Sarab Murphry: 1 peawter plate,

to grand-daughter Elinor Everitet: 1 pswter plate.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM PAGE XXXIV

Appraisal: E38.14.5
INCR #5, W&l 1745~-1752 taken: 27 March, 1747
pp. 118-119 raturned: 9 Juns, 1748

3 Trays, 1 Tobo Box 3.0: 1 Stone Jugg, 2 pt Muggs 3.3; A Parcel
of old pewter 6.0; A Parcel of New Do E2.9.2; 2 pewter porringers 3.0;
1 Do Tankard 2.63 11 Plates E1.0.0; 14 Spoons 3.4; 3 Enives & 2 Forks 1.0;
s pcel of Tables & Stools 4.0; 1 old chatzr &c 1.6,

ESTATHE OF GCEORGE PARKER xXxv

Appreisal: E39.15.2
INCR #5, W&1 1745-1782 ordered: 13 Augast, 1747
pr. B1-82 returned: 12 Novewber, 1747

1 Oval Table 15.0; To a parsel of smell Ware 3.2; 1 Chest & 2
Chairs 5.0; 6 old Chaivs & 1 old Table 4.0; 15 pounds of old pawter 6.3;
36 1b of Good Pewtexr E1,10.0; 20 pounds of old pewter B,4; 1 Coffee Pott,
1 Tin Cullender 1.6; 1 Safe, & old Earthen pott 3.0.

will
IUCR #S, WAL 1745-1752 dated: 135 May, 1747
pe 76 presented: 13 August, 1747
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ESTATE OF WILLIAM PARKER KXXVI

Appraisal ¥102,2.5 1/2
INCR #4, W& 1733-1745 ordered: 23 April, 1744
pp. 504-505 returned: 24 August, 1744

To 42 1b of old pewter at 6d £1.1.0; To 19 1b Do at 94 14,3;
To eleven pewter Spoona .9; To 6 flag Chairs and Small Table 8.0; To §j
pottle Bottles & 10 Quart Do 5.0; To a pcel of Earthen Tin Bucket & Razor
Strop 12.0; Te a parcel of Wooden Ware & old Irom 8.6,

Will -
IWCR #4, W&I 1733~1745 dated: 23 May, 1743
pp. 490-491 presented: 23 April, 1744
ESTATE OF JAMES PEDIN XXXVII

IWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 ordered: 3 August, 1749
pp. 218-220 returned: 7 December, 1749

To 1 Oval Walnut Table E1.15.0; To 1 Ditte 15.03 To 1 Dorn leather
Chears £3,12,0; To 5 old Chears 6.,0; To a Parcell of Glasses 6.0; To 32 1b
Pewter @ 1/3 p 1b E1.19.11; To 1 Dozn Pewter Plates 15.0; To 1 Dozn Ditte
15.0; To 1 Dozn Silver Spoons E3.12,0; To 1 Dozn Pewter Spoons 5.0; To
1 large damask Table Cloath 18.0; To 3 Knives and Forks 2.6; To a Parcell
of earthen Ware 5.6; To 9 pounds old Pewter 4.6; Te 9 pound good Pewter
12.6.

Will
IWCR #3, WAI 1745-1752 dated: 15 April, 1746
pp. 198~199 presented: 3 August, 1749

- to wife Mary: 2 puter Dishes; 6 Plaits; 4 Flag Chairs; 6 table
k-ni-ve' *
to daughter Ann: 6 Leather Chairs; 3 silver Spoons; little oval

Table,
to daughter Mary: large Oval Table; 6 leather Chairs; 3 silver
Spoons.,
ESTATE OF JEREMIAH PROCTER XXXVIIX
Appraisal: E14.9.9
IWCR #4, W&I 1733-1745 ordered: 25 June, [1744]
p. 519 taken: 21 July, 1744

returned: 26 November, 1744

five Chairs 5.0; One Pottle Mugg 1.6; twenty one pounds of old
pewter 14,0; one old Table 1.0,
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ESTATE OF ARTHUR PURSELL XEXIX

Inventory
IWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 returned: 28 April, 1746

8 Juggs; 2 Mugge; 1 Barthen Porringer; 2 Tankards; 6 pewter
Dishes; & Basonsj 5 Plates; 15 Pewter Spoons; 1 Salt seller; 1 Earthen
Basoni 4 Bowls; & Tables; 8 Chairs; 3 Baaches; 6 Stools; 1 Case of Knives
& Yorks; a parsell old Knives & Forks; 2 Sugar Boxes; 8 Earthen plates)
2 Glass Tumblers; 2 Dram Glssses; 1 Tea pott.

w1l
IWCR #5, W&l 1745-1752 dated: 10 July, 1745
PP 3~4 presented: I8 October, 1743
ESTATE OF ABRAHAM RICKS X1

Appratsal: E786.12.5
THCR #5, WEI 1745-1752 ordered: 10 July, 1746
Pp. 32~36 returned: 9 October, 1746

To 2 Rasors, 2 Enives & Forks 3.0; To 80 1b of Pewter at 1/6 £6.0,0;
To 18 pewter Spoons 3.0; To 18 1/2 1b of Hollow pewter 82/ £1,17.0; To
4G Tlvof old Pewter @1/£2.6,0; To a parcel of Earthen Ware 6.6; To 2 old
Tables 1 Forme 12.0; 8 Case Enives & 13 Porks 8/; To 1 oval Table, 1 Hatt
Brush, 1 sand Box 12.5; To I Oval Table 15.0; To a parcel of Earthen Plates
and Bowls 5.0; To I old Square Teble 5.0; Yo 9 Drinking Classes end 1
Salt Seller 5.6; To 6 old Leather Chalrs at &/ E1.4.0; To & Do at 3/ 12.0;
To 6 bret flagg De at 2/6 15,0; To 7 Ditto £1/3 B8.9; To & Ditve #1/ 4.0; To
S pitto 82/ 10.0; To 6 Ditto Broken 24d 2,0; Yo 1 Fire Tongs 1 Bread
Tray & Sundry Trifles 5,03 To 1 old Table, 1 Barrell 1 Bread Tray, 1 Search
3.8; To 1 Digper Table Cloth ¥1,0.0; To 2 Ditte old Do 5.0; To 2 Towells,
1 Pillowber 1 old Table Cloth 5.0; To 2 Brown Limmen Table Cloths 5.0;

Legacies Given

To Josiah Jordan: 58 1b of Pewter @1/6 E4.7.0; 1 Oval Table 18.03
1 Ditto E1.15,0; 10 Leather Chatrs 010/ £5,0.0; 6 Cain Do €4/6 ¥1,7.0,

will
IUCR #5, WEL 1745~1752 dated: 24 June, 1746
PP 26~27 presanted: 10 July, 1746

to daughter Mourning Jogdan: 10 New Ruseia Lasther Chairs; 18
Cain & flagg Bottom'd Do; one Maple Ditto; half a Dosen of Fewter Dishes;
half & Dozsn of Basons Ditte; two Doan Plates Do.
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ESTATE OF ROBERT RICKS XLX

Inventory
IuCR 44, WAY 1733~1745 raturned: 26 December, 1743
PP 484~486

Two Dozen and four English Loather Chairs; Thirvty Seven Plag
Bottonm Chairs; Seven Virginia leather Chatrs; Eight Tables; Six Bouches;
four old Stools; one wooden arm Chair; three wooden Trays; thirteen Wooden
Bowls; & hundred and Twenty 3 pieces of Earthen Ware; hundred and nine
pleces of Pewter; Fourty Spoons; Twenty Six knives sand Thirty Porks,

Wil
INCR #4, WaY 1733~1745 dated: 25 March, 1741
Pp. 471474 presented: 25 July, 1743

to daughter Elizabeth Ricks: twelve Lesather Chairs; one Oval
Table; one Small Square Table; Six new pewter Dishes; Six pewter Basons;
one Dosn pewter plates; one Dosn & Lalf of Pewter Spoons; one pewter
Tankard; six pewter porrengars.

to daughter Mary Ricks: one black Walnut Char Table; one small
Squara Table; six Dishes; six Basons; one Dozn Plates; one Dozn & half
of pewter Spoons; one pewter Tankard: one half a Dozn pewter porringers;
tvelve leather chairs.

to son Richard Ricks: one large Square Table; one small do; one
Dosn flagg Bottom'd Chairs; six pewter Dishes; six Basons; ome Dosn plates;
one Dozn & half of pawter spoons; pevter Tankard.

SSTATE OF WILLIAM ROCHESTER XLIL

C Appratsal } E13.11.7
Rty o returned: 3 October, 1751
PP 372-373

To & Parcel of old Lumdber 5,.0; To s Chest 14 Bottles &c¢ €6.0;
To & Parcel of Pewter €5.0; To a Tabla & 2 Chairs .4.
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ESTATE OPF ROBERT SCOTT XLIIX
Inventory
IWCR #4, WSI 1733-174% taken: 18 October, 1743
p. 482 returned: 24 October, 1743

, 1 large Table; 2 small Walnut Tables; 2 Wooden Chairs; 4 leath
Chairs; Eighteen flagg do; 2 pieces of plate; & parcel of Earthen ware
To a parcel of Class ware.

Will
IWCR #4, W&Y 1733-1745 dated: 24 May, 1743
Pp. ABO-482 presented: 24 October, 1743

to cousen Sarah Hollowell: four Pewter Dishes; one Duzon Spoons;
one black walnut Table; six Chairs; one small chest.

ESTATE OF THOMAS SMITH XLIV

Aypratsaﬂg £850.3.7
IMCR #5, W1 1745-1752 ordered: 5 March, 1752
pp. 432434 returned: & Jupne, 1752

To an old Pott Pann and Pewter 4.2; To 1 Pair of Money Scales aand
six pleces of Wooden ware 6.0; To 1 Soop Spoom 1.6; One old Table 2.6
One Square Table 7.6; One Large oval Table E1.0,0; one small Do 10.0; To
one Square Do 7.6; one small oval De 1.0; Six Cane Chairs E1.10,0; To
six Leather Chares at 18,0; 3 old leather do 3.0; To Six Wooden Back'd
Do 12.7; 7 old Flagg'd Do at 7.0; To 27 1b of Pewter 27.0; 17 1b of ditto
14,2; To 1 Dozen of new large Plaites 14.0; One Dogen Do 12.0; To 1 Dozen
of old ditto 9.0; 26 lb of old Pewter 13.0; To 8 Earthen Plates and other
crockery 6.0; an old Tea Pott and Glassware 6.0; old Chest and Table 4.0;
To a Meal & Sugar Tubb and an old Table 4.2 1/2; To 2 old Sives and two
Trays 3.0; To 2 Table Cloaths 11 Napkins E1,0,.0; 12 1b of old Silver @5/6
E3.6,0;To 5 Pieces of Wooden ware 5,0; 6 1b of Pewter 5.0.

wWill
IWCR #5, W&I 1745-1752 dated: 31 March, 1748
pp. 422-423 presented: 5 March, 1752
ESTATE OF RICHARD SNOWDER XLy
Appraissl : E33.12.7
IWCR #5, W&I 1745~1752 ordered: May 8, 1746
pp. 22-23 returned: June 12, 1746

To 22 1/2 pound of pewter at 1/3 E1.8.1; To 25 1/2 Do st 1/ E1.5.6;
To 10 1/2 Do at 64 5,3; Te 1% old Pewter Spoons 1d 1.3; 1 Silver Cup at
12/ 12.0; To 2 old Chairs at 1/ 1.0,
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ESTATE OF JOHN SUMMERRELL XLV

Appraisal £386.10,.6
INCR #5, W&I 1745-1753 ordered: 14 August, 1746
pp. 63~65 taken: 11 Novewbar, 1746

returned: 11 June, 1747

. To one Trunk 10/ 3 Chairs, 1 Chest, 1 old Trunk 5/6 15.6; To &

leathexr Chairs at 25. E1.5.0; To 3 Flagg Ditto at 3.0; To 1 Tes Table

and Tea Tackle at 208/ E¥1.,0.0; To 21 Barthen plates at 10,6; To 1 Tea

Kettle S/ To 1 folding Table 13/ E1.0.0; 1 Armed Chair & old Table 6/;

To 2 Dosn pewter plates at 18/ E1.16,0; To 1 Dozen pewter plates at 12.6;

To 17 1b pewter at 1/3 E1,1.3; To 57 1b Ditto at 124 £2.17.0; To 16

1b old Ditto at 64 8.0; to 1 Gallon pewter pott 5/ 12 ditto 1 liz.piau.htzto.
one Cullender, Candle Box and Funnel at 10.0; To a parcell of Glass Ware

§5/; To a Parcell of Table Linnen at 30/ E1.10.0.

wiil
IWCR #35, WeI 1745-1752 dated: 14 February, 1745
PP, 2829 presented: 24 August, 1746
ESTATE OF RALPR VICKERS - XLVIX
Inventory
IWCR #3, W&aI 1745-1782 returned: 10 March, 1747

PP 94-95

To 101 1b of Pewter; Te 13 Chairs; To a parcel of old Lumber; To
3} Tables; To 1 Banch.

will
IWCR #5, WAL 1745-1752 dated: 16 Pebruary, 1741
Pp. 89-91 presented: 14 January, 1747
ESTATE OF AQUILLA WEATHERALL ZLVIII
&ppr‘lﬂ&li £44.9.2
IHCR #3, WAY 1745~1752 ordered: 24 June, 1745
p. 11 returned: 24 February, 1745/6

To 45 1b of new pewter 81/3 to 26 1b of @1/ E4,2.3; To 1 Table
and Seven Chairs 9.0; To 6 pleces of Rarthen Ware 3.0; To a parsell of
VWooden Ware and one Safe 9.0; To 1 Bagg of Silver E8,13.6.



60

BSTATE OF RICHARD WEdA 1L

Appratsal: E38.18.4
IWCR #5, W&I 17451732 ordored: 9 Pebruary, 1749
PP, 188~189 returned: 1 June, 1749

Parcal of old Lumbex 3.6; 2 Chests 5.0; 4 Dishes 4nd half-Dozen
of Platts 18,03 26 1b of old Pewter 16.3; 1 Doxn of Pawter Spoons and Ping
Pott 1.6; Parcell of Bottles and Stone wara 3.9; Earthen Ware 5.9; Leoking
GClass, Mug and old Skimmer 5,.0; Table and Table Tray 3.0; 8 Chairvs 11.0,

ESTATE OF ROBERT WEST L
Appraieal: EB84.19.7
TWCR #35, Wl 1745-1752 ordered: 6 Pebruary, 1732
pp. 428-429 retnra&dn & June, 1752

To 1 Table 1 Butter pott an Jugg 5.6; To 1 Brass Kettle and Powter
Flaggon 13.9; To 49 1b of Pewter €1/3 pr ¥3.1.3; To 1 Table and 1 old Chest
8.9; To a Parcell of Wooden ware 10.0; To 1 Earthen Pitcher and Parcell of
o014 Books 5.6; To a Parcell of ﬂlass sand Eavthen ware 135,05 To 1 Brass
Skimmer and 5 old Chairs 4.0,

Will
INCR #5, WX 1745-1752 dated: 19 September, 1751
pps 405406 presented: 6 Pebruery, 1752

to son Richard West: one half Pewter
to son Ralph West: one half Pewter

ESTATE OF JOSEPH WESTOM LY
Inventory
IWCR #5, WAI 1745-17%2 taken: 29 October, 1750
pp. 278-279 returned: 1} November, 17350

one iong Table and Porwm; 10 Flag Chairs; two Oval Tables; 5 Drioking
Glasses; A Pavcel of Earthen and stone Ware; 11 Pewter Dishes; 4 Pewter
Basonsj 16 Pewter Platas; 16 Spoons; one square Table; 3 Diaper Napkins; one
Table Cloth,

. will
IWCR #5, WAY 1745-1752 dated: 24 September, 1748
pp. 259-~260 presented: & September, 1750

to daughter Mary Weston: one oval tabla; one chest; four pewter
dishes and six pewtar plates.

to daughter Tebitha Veston: one oval table; one chest; four pewter
dishes; six pewter plates.
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ESTATE OF GEORGE W1GGS LII

Inventory
IweR #5, WAL 1745-1752 returned: 12 November, 1747

Pp. 82-83

Ten chairs; two Tables; fiftesn Dishes; two Dozn pevter plstes; three
Table Cloths; half-Doz of Napkins; one Case of Knives Porks; some other
Knives; five Basons; one Tankard; three Earthen Bowls; some Spoons; one
pewtar pint pott; three pewter Cups; four Hugge; three Wine-Glassez; ons set
of Tea Ware; tvo pepper Boxes; one Salt Seller; one Flasket,

Will :
INCR #3, WEI 1745-1752 dated: 30 July, 1747
ppe 78~79 presented: 8 October, 1747

to brother Luke Wiggs: one pottle bottle.
to cousin Elizabeth Brasey: four Dishes; one dozen New Plates.

ESTATE OF WILLIAM WILLIAMS LIXI
B Appraisal ¢ E4.5.10
INCR #5, W&I 1745~1752 ordered: 7 June, 1750
p. 252 returned: 5 July, 1750
ESTATE OF FRANCIS WILLIAMSON LIV
) » Inventory
TVCR #6, W&l 1733-1743 taken: 17 July, 1744
pp. S08-509 raturned: 24 September, 1744

two Tables; 9 Chairs flagged; 3 Table Cloaths; Nine Hapkins; One
Rapkini 3 Mugge; 3 Earthen plates; two Drinking Classes; two Salts; Eighteen
Dishes; One Tankard; 21 plates; 10 Basons; Esrthen poringer; 3 pewter
Perxingers; 18 pewter Spoons; two Bread Trays; oue punch Bowl,

Wil
IWCR #4, W&I 17331745 dated: 14 May, 1743
ppe A76-~4717 presented: 22 August, 1743

to wife Ann: thrae Basons; for Dishes; six plates; twelve spoouns}
one chest; one small Table; one Table Cloth; three Rapkins; four Chairs.

to grandson Joseph: oune dfshi one bason,

to grand daughter Mourning: two dishes,
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ESTATE OF THOMAS WILLIS Lv

Appraisal : E155.7.6
IWCR #5, W&l 1745~1752 ordered: & June, 1752
PP 44T7-449 taken: 1 August, 1752
returned: 6 August, 1752

To 1 Boceen Mohogany Table £1.1.6; To 1 large Ovall Table E1,12.6;
t> 1 Ovall Table E1,1.63 To 1 Tea Table 12,63 To a Parcell of Tea ware
726 ;81ix Tea Spoons & Tongs 12.6: To Six Large Silver Spoons E2.10.0; To
13 old leather Chairs E1,17.0; To 1 Shugar Box 2.6; 3 old flag Chatirs 2,03
To 16 Rarthen Plates and 2 Dishes & 2 Punch Bowls 15.03 To 2 Decanters 2
Glassas and one Chinia Bewle 8.0; To 1 Dozn Pewter Plates 18,0; To 11 Ditto
15.0; To 9 Pewter Dishes E1,7.0; To s parcell of old Pewter 5.0; To 1 Tea
Kestle 7,.6; To & parcell of Knives and forks 7.6; To a Parcell of Earthen
aud Stone ware 10.0; To s Parcell of Wooden ware 3.9; To s Parcell of Lumber
4,0; To s Parcell of Table Linen and 3 Pillov Bears E1,0.0.

Wil
IMCR #5, WAI 1745-1752 dated: 6 December, 1750
pp. 430~-431 presented: 4 June, 1752
ESTATE OF JOHN WILSON jA 5 4

Appraisel ;g107.1.4 1/2
IWCR #4, W&I 1733-1745 ovdaved: 22 April, 1748
pp. 536~537 returned: 24 June, 1743

To old Bilver 8%/ p Ounce £20.5.0; To Six leather Chairs 6,0} Teo
one o01d Couch & Table 5.0; To a parcell of Chine £1.0,0; To two Glass
Decanters & two Salts & two Glasses 4.6; To s parcell of Earthen Ware 2.6;
To a parcell of old pewter E1.10.,4 1/2; To two Doz of plates E1.10.0; To
seven Do 7,.0; To two Doz of Spoons 2,6; To twp Dishes & one Salver 11.03 To
old Enives & Yorks 1.6; To a Cradle & Chaty 7.0; To one Tray Table 5.0; To
Table Linning £2.1.0; To s Cory boy & sleven Bottles 5.0; To a pail two
piggins two Bowls 6.0,

ESTATE OF JOSEBPH WRIGHY LvIX
, Appraisal: E121.15.5
IWCR #5, W&Y 1745-1752 ordered: 25 November, 1743
PP. 24-~23 reaturned: 12 June, 1746

To 30 1b of pewter at 94 p 1b E¥1.2.6; To 47 1b of old Pewter at 64
p 1 El.q3.6; To 1 1/2 dosn of Pewter plates @18.0; To 10 old Dicto at 6.8;
To half a Doen Leather Chairs R12.0; To a parsall of old Chairs at 13.6; To
1 Cupboard at 10.0; To Squars Ysbles at £1.3%5.0; To Earthen Ware at 4.0; To
Digto at 8.0; To old Silver ar £3.4.0; To a Parsell of old Lumber at 10.0,



APPERDIX B
DINING EQUIPAGE AND FURNISHINGS BY ECONOMIC GROUP

After the inventories were transcribed, a series of charts
were constructed to tabulate the information by aconomic groups. While
the chief function of these charts is to classify the items in the in-
ventories, they also serve as an index to them. Though the first §harﬁa
were arranged by the material of composition, it soon became apparent
that grouping by use would be more meaningful,

In some cases, the inventory did not specify the material of
composition of an item; yet the piece in question is included under pewter,
earthenvare, or some other material on the chart whenever its place in the
original listing, 1ts valuation, or other information made it quite clear
where the plece fit. Othexr items not sc fidentiffed are listed under the
general term,

The four non~dining categories at the start of ecach series of
charts are included because of their value in determining the economic
groupings,

Because of the difficulties involved in presenting this material
in short form, several abbreviations or unusual groupings were used.

"Pcl" is used whenever a "parcel" of goods was listed, M. Deshey refers
to Melchizedec Deshey, while Mary Deshey's name appears in full, The
valuations have been divided, with shillings and pence not always on the

same line. To save further space, fractions of pence have been omitted.
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Total
Personal

Estate

Estate
Excluding

Kegroes &
Steck

Hagroas

Furniture
Tabliss

Yalling
Folding

Loag
Oval

Square

Black Walaut
Cedar
Mchogeny
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APPENDIX B
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- ] ‘3
& 2 z, 3
B <H ai ke
618.0.6 786.12.5 850,3.7
284.11.0 77.15.9
12 s 21 2
3 s 1 °
8
2 2 3
1 2



R. Driver

A. Ricks

R. Ricks

T. Smith

Tadlae

0id

Chaize
Cane

rm Pel.

lLeathay 6
Englitish

Virginia
Weoden

Other Furniture
Bench -
Porm
Stocl
Cabinet
Chest
Cupboard
Linsns
Table Cloth
Danask

Dlaper

28
10

37

28
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Teble Cloth
iinen

Brova Linen

Kapkins
Diopex

Utansils
Enives

Yorks

Canes, Knives &

Porks
Enives & Yorks

Spoons
Bilver

Soup
Tea
Individual
Dining Wave
Plates
Exythenvare
Powtar

Porringer
Earthanvarve

Powter

Bowl
Chins

farthenvars

b
g 3 3 g
E | 2 3
" d o o
2
il
8 26
13 30
2
18 &0
Pel.
3
-’G‘m
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R. Driver

R. Ricks

T. Smith

Bowl
Wooden

Soup Dish
Drinking Vesssls
Beaker
Pewter
Cen

cﬂp'
Shinn

Earthenvare
Pewter
Silver
Stonevare
"Saucer”
Prinking Jug
Stonevare
Mug
Barthsuvare
Pewtey
Stonavare

Tankard
Pevtor

GClasswvare
Cup

Dram glass
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R. Drivex

A. Ricks

R. Ricks

T. Smith

Glssswere
Drioking glass

Closs

Tuobler

Wine Glass

Saxving Pleces

Basin

Pawter
Caxboy
Drcanter

Dish
Paviar

Flagon

Piecher
Earthenware

Stoneware
Pottls Bottle

Salver
Fewterxr

Tray
Bread

Hooden

Specialty Items
Crxuit

w
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R. Mvet

A, Ricks
jR. Ricks

69

T. Smith

Specislty Items
Mustard Pot

Punch Bowl

Salt
Glass

Pavter
Tea Set

Bulk Quantities
China

Earthenware

Lumber

Pevter 30 1b,

Silver
Stonewara

Hocdenknta

144 1/2 1b,

1 pot

76 1b,
12 1b,

11 pes.
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o b MM m M L 3 b« ﬂﬁ P owd P9l
Total 302, 284, 313, 281, 243, 291. .- 386.
Personal 3.5 18,2 0.2 17.% 12.4 5.0 10.6
Estate
Estate 71. 44,  53. 60. 113, 68, 2o,
Hegroes &
Stock
Regroes 5 9 8 9 9 4 & 9 13
Beds 3 4 2 4 5 3 5 6 4 3
Furniture
Tables 3 1 2 1 4 2
Falling 2 3
Polding 1
Long
Oval 2
Square 1
Tea 1
Blaek
Walnut
Cadar
Mahogany
Pine 1 1

01d 1 1



B. Blow

J. Davis

J. Deshey

¥, Dashey

8. Millex

| J. Morland

J. Pedin

A. Pursell

¥. Willionson
J. vright

Chaixs Pel.

Cane

Leathey
mi;ch

Virginia
Woodan

014

Other Furniture
Banch

Torm

Stool

Cabinat

Chast 2

Teble~

Cloth
Damack
Dispor

Linen

-9

12

Pel.



72

3. Deshey
F. §illismson

M. Deshey

§, Mlller

- J. Weight

R, Blow
J. Davis
| J. Susmerrell

. J. Morland
_ J; Mﬁ
A, Pursell

Linens,

Th1. Cloth,

Cont'd.
Brown
Linen

Hapkins 3 1% 14 6 10
biapar
Utensile
Enives x
Foriks X

Cases,
Kaives &
Forks 1

Enives &

Yorks Pel. 5 9 X 3 rel.
) 3 24 28 12 15 18
Silver ' 12

Boup
Tea

Tadividaual
Diving Ware
Plates
Esrthan-
Ware 2 8 21 3

Pawtar ] i8 19 2% 5 s 21 28
Porrvioger

Rarthen~
Waze 1 1 1



R. B3low

| 4. Davis

d. Pashey

- ¥. ¥illiamaos

| 3. veigae

Foxringer
Pawtar

Bowl
Chins

Barthen~
Hare

Seup Dish
Prinking
Vessels

Beaker
Pewtor

Silver
Stonsware
“gauser”
ﬂﬂuﬁm Jug
Stonewars
Earthenvars
Pavtar

@»



R. Blow

J. Davis

J. Deshey

J. Morland
J. Pedin

M. Deshey
N. Miller

A. Pursell

J. Sumnerrell

74

¥, Williamson

3. Wright

Mug
Stoneware

Tankaed
i&zkéwtﬂt

Glassware
Cup

Dram Glass

Drinking
Glass

Glass
Tumber
Wine CGlass
Serving Pleces
Bagin
Earthenware
Pewter
Carboy
Decanter

Dish
Fowter

¥lagon

Pitcher
Earthenware

Pel.

Pel.

17

?el .

10

18



75

Je ﬁuhay
M. Desghey

R. Blow
J. Bavis

_3; Summerrell
TF. Willfamaon
J. Wright

- N, Miller
' J, Pedin

Piteher
Stonevare

Pottle
Bottle

Salver
Pewtey 2

Tray 2 2
Bread 2

Wooden

Specialty
Items
Cruit 1

Mustard
Pot

‘Punch Bowl 2 2 i

Salt 1
Glass

Pewter
Tea Sat

Bulk Quantities
China

Earthen~
Ware Pel. Pel. Pel, Pecl. X

Lumber Pel. X Pel.

Pawter Pel., Pel, 521bs. Pcl, 931bs, 501bs, 901bs, 771bs.
29 1bs.
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3Byan °r |
ROSERTITIA °d

tresisEwng “p

11esang v

ulpeg °r|

puwiacy °r

ISITIR °R

deqseq ‘R |

koysag °f

sjang °r

s01g °%

Silver

Stone~
Vare

Pel.

Pal @

Wooden~

Vare

9

Pel.



LOWER~MIDDLE

J. Bridger

J. Daughtry
W. Daughtry
Mary Deshey

J., Darden
- XIV

J. ﬁarnat

R.' Gibbs

XVii

"~ T. Atkinson
J. Bdwards

X1

. S, Hollowell

Total
Personal 64, 108, 77, 67. 112, 56.1.
Estate
Excluding
ﬁﬁme' & 39, 49, 35, 14, 23. 39.7. 67.11.
Stock 10.6 5.9 12,6 3.0 18.8 1/2 11
Negroes i 2 9 1 2 7
Beds 4 3 6 2 3 3
Furniture
Tables 1
Falling
Polding
Long
Oval 2 1 2
Square 1 1 2
Tes

Black
Walnut

Cedar
Mahogany

Pins

01d 1



T. Atkinson

| 3. Bridger

J« Darden

- J. Daaghtry

¥. Daughtry
| M a.ll! N ll

J. Bdwards

{ J. Garser

R. Gibbs

' 8. Bollowell

78

Chalys

Yiag

Lsather
taglich

Virginia
Heoden

Amm.

0ld 9

Othar Furuiture
Banch

Porm

Scool

Cabinet

Chest

Cupboard

Table Cloth
Demask
Disper
Linen

Brown Linen

Pel.

Pel.

-

Pel.



ir. Atkinson

J, Bridger

J. Dapdem
J. Daughtry

ﬁo wt‘,

Mary Deshey

J. Edwards
J. Garner

B. Gibbs

o

9

Napkia
Diaper
Ugensile
Yorko
Cases,
Koives &
Torks

Enives &
Forks 1

Spoons 12
Silver

Soup |

Tea
Individual
Dintag

Ware
Plates

Barthen~ “

vare
Pewter 12

Porringar
Earcheu~
ware

Pewrer

Bowl
China

Barthenware

Wooden

"

?el-.

12

23

raf.

Pﬁl;

12

w B. Hollowell

12

6



o
L

T. Atkiuson
Mary Deshey
4. Garner

R. Gibbs

$. Hollowell

Je Daughtry

J. Bridger

Jo Darden
Jo Edwards

| H. Daughtry

Soup Dish
Drinking Vessels
Besker
Pevter 1
Can 1
Cup i
Earthen~
WAYe
Pevisr
Silver

Sgone~ v
ware Pel.

“Sausorx"
Dricking
Stone~
vars 2
Eaxrthen~
ware
Pawter 1

Stone~
wAYe &

Tankard
Pewter 1 1 1

Classware Pel.



T. Atkinson

J. Bridger

J. Darden

J. Daughtry

%. Daughtry

Hary Deshey

J. Edwards

4

3. Garner

R, Gibbs

8. Hollowell

Gless~

ware
Prams
Glass

Prinking
Clasa
14

Tunbloer

Wine Glass
Serving Piaces
Basia
Eaxthen-
were
Pawtar 1
Carboy
Pecanter

Dish
Pewter

Plagen

Pitchey
EBarthen~
ware
Stoneware

Pottls Bottle

Salverx
Pawtat

Tray

10

16
Pel.



T. Atk

82

J. Bridger
J. Darden
J. Daughtry
W. Daughtry
Jo. Gazney
R. Gibbs

3. Edwards

5. Hollowell

Tray
Bread
Wooden

Specialty
Items
Cruit

Mustard
Pot

Punch
Bowl

8slt
Cluss

Pewter
Tea Sat

Bulk Quantities
China

Earthenvare
Lusberx

Pawtor
Silvar

Btone~
ware

o -
ware

Pel. Pel,

Pel. Pel. Pel.

X X

20 1/4 22 1/2
1bs, 1ba,

761be. Pel. 291bs, Pel.

1/2
O

Pal.

Pel. Pel, Pel. Pel. Pel,



- J. Johngson
XxX1iv

J. Jbtdan

LOWER-MIDDLE

Total

Personal 95.

Estate

Estate
Excluding
Negroes &

Stock

Negroes

Beds 2

Furniture
Tables
Falling
Folding
Long
Oval
Square

Tes

Black
Walnut

Cedar
‘Mahogany

Pine

Old

y @
i, 08 4 &
-
_ ;.g ig &g &
E SH &H =8 o4
99, 102, 84,
1.9 2.5 19.7
22. 27. 11.
14.9 13.5 19.1
4 4 12 7 3
3 3 5 4 2
1 1 1 3 2
1
2

G. Wiggs

LIX

} J. Weston
LI



J. Johnsen
J. Jordsa

W. Parker

R. Scott

Re Vickers

8. Vest

J. Neston

G. Wiggs

T. Willis

B4

J. Wilson

o

Chalrs
Cans

Flag

laather
English

Virginia
Weoden
A
014 &
Other
Furniture
Bench
Porm i
Stool
Cabinet
Chest
Cupboard
Trunk 1
Linens
Table Cloth 2
Danask
Piaper

Linen

18

10

Pel.

13

X



Table Cloth
Brown
Linen

Hapkio
Diaper

Utansils
Knives

Yorks

Cases,
Knives &
Yorks

Enives
& Porks
Spoons
Bilver
Soup
Taa
Individual
Dining
Ware
Plates

Barthen-
vare

Pawteyr
Porringer

Earthen—

WATE

Pewter

85

, " - ‘
I TN BRI B T
g & & & 8 & 7 § B
S L N
2 6
5
X
1
Pel., X
ie 1 16 b { 24
6
6
18
12 i6 24 23 n
1



Boul
China
vare
Voodan

 Soup Dish
Driakiag
Yassels

Beaker
Pevtorx

Can
Rarchen~
wars
Pavter
Silver

Stons~
vage

"Sauser”

Drinking Jog

Stonswars
Earthan-
ware
Pavtar

Stoneware

J. Johnson

¥. Parker

R, Secott

R. Vickers

2. Wast

J. Waston

G. wiggs

86

T. Willis

J. ¥ilsom




J. Johnson
J. Jordan
#. Parker
R. Scott

R, Vickers

B. Vest

3. Veston

87

T. Willis

J. Wlson

Tankaxd
Pevtay i

Glasswaxe Pel. Pel.

Cup
Dram Glass 1

Prinking
Glans

Glass

Toubler

Wine Clase

Serving Places

Basin

oo -

ware

Pawter 8
Decanter

Pish
Pavter 3

Pitcher
Barthan~
YArS
Stoneware

Pottle Bottls 3

Pel.

11

i3



J. Johnson

J. Jordan

¥. Parker
%. Scott

R. Vickers

R, ¥Vest

J. Weaton
G. Wiggs

88

T. Wiliis

J. Wlson

Salver
Pewtar

Tray
Bread

Wooden
Specislity
Itons

Cruit
¥ustard Pot
Punch Bowl

Sslt
Glass

Pawtey
Tas Set

Sulk Quantities
China

Eazthen~
ware

Yundes
Yawies 8 3/
ibe,

Silver

Stoneware

Woodenwarae

Pel. Pel, Pel.
$3 61

1bs, 1bs.

2 Pes,

Pel, Pel.

Pol.

101
1bs,

Pel.

AY
1bs.

Pel.

Pel.

Pel.

Pel.
Pel.

Pelo

Pel,
Pel.

Pcl.

Pel.

)
Ok



89

POOR

€. Mac Koy

XXVII
| XXVIII

J. Bradshaw

| I1X

¥. Johnson

XXIII

W. Brewer

1v
J. Fulgham

XVIIi
| R. Lavrence

E., Cobb
- VIII
J. House
X311
J. Jolly

| J. Clements
Vil

J. Chesnutt

Total
Parsonal 25. 20, 29,
Estate 4.4 9.9 11.8

59, 42. 24. 20, 35.
15.0 14.5 19.1 17.6 14.7

N
@ W
» -*
&

Estate |
Emluding 18. 5, 13. 19. 15- Sa 12 . 220 10. 23&
Regroes & 9.4 9 5.8 6.4 15.0 5.5 8.1 16.1/2 18.9

Btoek
Regroes 1 4 2
Beds 2 1 3 2 3 1 2 2 2 3 3

Furniture
Tables 1 1
Falling
Folding
Long
Oval
Square

Tea

Black
Walnut 1 1

Cedar 1
Mahogany



Tables
Pine

014

Chairs
Cane

Flag

Leather
English

Virginia
Wooden
Arm
01d

Other

Furniture
Bench
Fora
Stool
Cabinet

. Chest
Cupboard
Truak

90

&
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Linsns
Table Cloth
Damask
Disper
Linen

Browm
Linen

Napkins
Diaper

Utensils
Enives

Yoxks

Cases,
Eniven &
Forks

Knives &
Torks

Spoons
Silver

Souwp

Ten

Individual

Pining

Waxe
Plates

Earthenwars

J. Bradshav

W. Brevar

J. Clements

B. Cobb

J. Fulgham

J« House

J. Jolly

91

| R. Lawrencs

€. MacKoy

24

Pel.

30

Pecl.



J, Bradshaw
¥. Brever
3. Clements

J. Chesnutt

E. Cobb

s

I

. Johnson

J. Jolly

92

R. Lavrence

C. Mackoy

Plates
Powtes 12 &

Porringer
Earthen-~
ware
Fawter

Bowl
Ching

Bazthen«
vare

Yooden
Boup Dish
Drinking
Vassels
Beaker
Pewtoy
Can
Cup
Bazthen~
ware
Pevter
81 1%1{:
Stoneware
"Sausar™

Drinking Jug
Stonavare

18



Mug
Earthen~
vare
Pevuter
Stonsware

Tankard
Pavter

Glassware
Cup

Dram Glass

Drinking
Glass

GClass
Tumbler

Wine
G;ass

Serving
Plieces
Basin
Earthen-
ware
Pewter
Caxboy
Decanter

Dish
Pewter

93
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Flagon

Pitcher
Earthen~-
ware
Stoneware

Pottla Bottle

Salver
Pewtar

Tray
Bread

Wooden

Specialty Items
Cruit

Mustard Pot
Punch Bowl

Sale
Glass

Pewter
Tea Set

Bulk Quantities
China

Earthen—
ware

Lunber

94
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2
PC‘» Pel . ) 4 cht Pc‘« PGI.
Pel.



Bulk Quantities
Pewter

Silver
Stoneware

Woodenware

95

» " a "
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61 Pecl. Pel. 9 14 18 1/4 g%a 45

1/2 1bs, ibs. 1/2 1bs.lbs. The 1bs.
Pel, Pel. Pel, Pcl. "some” Pel.
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POOR

A. Veatharall

XLVIiL
« Wiiliame

J. Proctey
IL

we

LI

XXXVIII

¥. Rochester

XLIX

R. Snowden
XLV
R. Webh

IXX1IV

A, Miller
£. ”hﬂ‘izi

YEXTTIT

G. Parker

W, Morgen
XXX
¥. Page

Total :
Parsonsl) 46,0.1 36.13.2 38.240239415, 14.9,13.11.33.12 44.9, 38,18, 4.5,
Estate 3 2 9 7 7 2 4 10

Estate

Excluding

Hagroes & 28.4.1 14,17, 28.3. 27.6. 3.14. 6.9, 14.7. 26.13. 21.17.
Btock 10 3 2 9 7 7 8 o

Regroas
Beds 2 2 1 2 | 1 2 1 3 3

Furniture
Tables 1 Pel, 1 1 1
Palling

Poliding



Tebles
Pine

014

Chatxs
Cans

Fiag

lescher
English

Virginia
Wooden
Ars
Old

Other Furniture
Banch

Form
Steol
Cabinat
Chest
Cupboard
Trunk

Linens
Tadle Cloth

97

i
-
- ” g ; o |
“aﬂ “3"‘-‘ v
R 114 :
§§ §§ }5 é? j; sg a & ;g b
4 3 o o & = ®m & 4 K @
1 1 1
4 2 5 2 7 8
b
3 1 6 2
Pel.
1 1 2
1







































