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ABSTRACT

The creation of a new political culture, comprised of the
Democratle and Whig parties, in Rutherford County, Tennessee,
resulted from 2 community division over the desirability of both
political and ecomemic change. Before the early 1830s, Rutherfard
had been 2 Democratlc party stronghold. But when, in light of the
community's own economic stagnatlon, those who doubted the Democrats'
wisdom in opposing a national bank joined Jobn Bell and Hugh Iawson
White's political revolt in 1835, = new way of polities soon appeared
in Rutherford County. The Depression of 1837, which sevexely rocked
Rutherford Countians, turned more "true” Jackson men toward the ranks
of the opposition, Once the fimaneial policies of the Jackson and
Van Buren administrations were discredited, a consistent majority
of Rutherford Countians became loyal members of the Whig party.
Parties, therefore, bad crystallized by 1839. Despite Democratic
efforts at regaining the state capital for Rutherford County and
maintaining the traditiomal character of the community, most
Rutherford Countians opted for the Whig view of the world, even if
that meant significant ecomomic changes would occurs

The ¥higs and Democrats of Rutherfard County were different
men. A majority of Whigs lived in the Garden of the community,
while most Democxats lived in the Barrems, Whigs, therefore, were
wealthier men. They also held different occupations, with one-
fourth of the Whig party leaders engaged in commerce and/or
manufacturing.

Quite possibly, the author suggests, the concept of moderni-
zation is a good explenation of the changes that Rutherford Countians
experienced from 1800 to 1850, They did construct a recognizably
modexn political system and the issue of modern finance——the fate
of the central banking system of Nicholas Biddle's Bank of the
Unlted States--was the major issue undermining the county's Demo-
cratic consensus.
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FPREFACE

This dissertation concerns the evolution of the second party
system in a rural Southern county and the effect of the construction
of two competitive parties on everyday community life. The setting
is the heart of Mlddle Tennessee, Rutberford County, during America’s
“niddle perlod;™ the focus is on the interrelationships between the
community's social structure, economic system, and future goals and
the creation of 2 new party system in Ruthexford. The dissertation
enpiasizes the cleavage of the Democratic coalitlon of Andrew Jackson
into the Democratic and Whig parties, Wt this study alsoc tells the
story of a community in conflict-—a clash engendered by rising com-
mercialism, community instability, and ambitious politicians,

The significance of this investigation lies in the fact that

while one reads much about Andrew Jackson and his coalition in

Tennessee, one knows nothing about the age Whig or De tic
political activist in the Middle Tennessee region. By concentrating
on a single county, one located at the state's geographic center,
durdng the years of party formation, one can discover the social,
economic, and political dynamics that created the Whig and Democzatic
parties, This dissertation is among the first to direct atiention
toward the part of the South that nuriured Andrew Jackson amd his

i of democracy.
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The second party system evolved in Rutherford County because
differing opinions on the leading economic issues of the day shatiered
the Democratic consemsus among the county's politicians. In 1833-
1834, factionalism among the county's Democrats began over the persomal
and political rivalry between two United States Congressmen, James
K. Polk and John Bell. The leading families of Ruthexrford County
‘became intensely involved in this contest because Folk and Bell had
been local attorneys and had maxried local women, but both sides tried
to keep the rivalry from destroying community harmony. The actual
creation of a Whig party occurred after the 1836 presidential cam-
taign; yet, there was more to the cleavage than clashing elites,

The divergent concepts of the Whig and Democretic parties on the
county's economic future meant that the politics of Rutherford County
would never be the same after the 1830s. At its inception, Rutherford
voters were Jeffersoniar in politics; then they joined the ranks of
Andrew Jackson. But by the early 1840s, the Whigs had gained the
voters' loyalty with a grip so tight that it took Reconstruction to
tring the Democrats back to power.

Chapter one is a bibliographical introduction to the subject.

The second chapter describes the early economic and _pclitiuﬂ. develop-
ment of Rutherford County and explains what kind of society it was

on the eve of the party formation period, Chapters three through
five describe the behavior of politicians and the issues that moti-
vated them to create a two party system during the years 1834 to 1840,
and then shows bow 2 community in Jackson®s own backyard became a

Whig stronghold by 1844, Chapter six is a quantitaiive-based
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investigation of the type of man who f£illed the ranks of the Whigs
apd Democrats in Rutherford County and compares those men to their
counterparts in neighboring Middle Temnnessee counties. The final
chapter is a speculative suggestion that the socizl science concert
of modernization might be one way of apalyzing the development of
the second party system in Rutherford County.

The author cited all quotes in this study as they were in the
original texts, unless otherwise noted. Original spellings and

punctuations have been kept.
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Chapter I

A Bibliographical Essay

The maturation of Rutherford Cournty's polities imbo a highly
competitive, two-party political culture was part of a mationwide
transformation in the political system that many historians have
described and analyzed. Traditionzlly, they have dubbed this era
+the "Age of Jackson,” the time of the creation of the second American
Tarty systems The historical literature on the middle period offers
2 pat explanation as to whai caused the emergence of the county's
second political culiure: dJifferent opinions about the matiomal
issues of the day, sectionalism, and the power politics of Washington
created the Democratic and Whig perties, These natiomal parties then
merely grafied themselves orto the landscape of America., But could
purely rational concerns have touched the life the average man of
Rutherford County so deeply that nearly everyone voted in the 1841
state elections or the 1844 presidential cnavass?

Well over a generation ago, Thomas Cochran warmed scholars of
the inherent dangers of a "'presidential synthesis'™ of the past.1
Cochren believed that too many historians concentrated on this or
that administration and gave far too much emphasis to matiomal poli-
tical debates. Yet his admonition has had 1little effect. Scholars

still describe America’s political maturation during the middle years

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



6
as the "age of Jackson," “"Jacksonian America,” or merely “"Jacksonian
democracy."”
There are alternztives to this repetition of trite phrases.
In 1852, Karl Marx offered a most perceptive comment on American
society in the Eighteenth Brumaire of Iouis Bonaparte., America, Marx
believed, was a conservative form of bourgeois soclety in which "the
classes already exist, but have not yet acguired permanent character,
are in constant flux and reflux, constantly changing their elements
and yielding them up to one a.nctha-."z Viewing the country from this
perspective could provide a solid foundation for understanding America's
political culture, but most middle period scholars have chosen not
to follow ¥arx's formula,. Instead they have pursued the intellect-
-wal theme that Alexis de Tocgueville and Thomas Hart Benton introduced
in Jackson's times, that of one man and his heroic fight for demo-
cracys Ever since, middle period historiography has been clouded
by nineteenth-century partisanship and mired in the guicksand of
presidential sy'z:rbhes:r'.s.3
Frederick Jackson Twxmer's portrait of frontier America firmly
rooted Andrew Jackson in the center of our picture of the middle years.
Turner contended that "Old Hickory" personified the characteristics
of western demccracy a2nd that Jackson had led a basic trensformation
in the Americen govexnment. Henceforth, politics would be more
democratic and less aristocratic, The image of Jackson, frontier
democrat, received little challenge; few doubted that the phrase
"Jacksonian democracy™ was an apt ome for middle period si:udies.u

Even 2 study of the origins of the Whig party concluded that
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Jacksonian democracy had not only dominated government, but also
shaped the character of its opposition.5 Those who studied separate
states recognized that class differences affected political acti-
vity apd Thomas Abernethy even claimed that Jackson was a frontier

aristocrat, but no one sted that Jackson's d y did not

dominate American society.6

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.'s Age of Jackson interpreted Jackson's
democracy for 2 cold war genm‘bien.7 He found that the essence of
Jacksonian democracy lay in the class antagonisms of +the wrban morth-
east--a struggle between the business aristocracy and the people so
that freedom could prosper in a liberal democratic society.
Schlesinger changed the western wear of Turner's Jackson for the
clothes of the eastern warkingman and, taken together, the two defined
the democratic Jackson~—an image which historians of 211 persuasions
have debated vigorously ever since. But whetever the verdict, the

phrase "Jacksonian democracy" played the central role in the debate,

For many scholars what Jackson did while President explained the
creation of the second perty system. Since Schlesinger, scholars
have created a closed debate that does little to explain those times.

Critics of Turner and Schlesinger have been and persis-

tent. Richard Hofstadter believed that Jacksen did not champion the
lower classes so much as he pursued the construction of a lassiezm-

faire capitalist state where frontier aristocrats like himself could
compete with eastern business interests, This ideal of a competitive
marketplace was the goal of the new Democratic pa.rby.a Hofstadter's

thesis rapidly gained popnlarity, especially with economic historians.
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Bray Hammond applied the "entrepreneurial" thesis to Jackson's
activities during the Bank War, then concluded that Jackson was not
a cammoner but a common liberal capitalist and that his followers
were not ideologues but political hypocrites. A flurry of books soon
lent support to the Hofstadter-Hammond hypothesis, but by the 1960s
the entrepreneurial Jackson was under attack by numercus banking
stusies.” John M, McPaul's Bolitics of Jacksonian Fimance re-
enphasized the economic portrait of Jackson which Twxmer and
Schlesinger earlier had advocated. McFaul felt that the Jacksonians
were not demagogues or hypocrites when they attacked the Bank of the
United States. Their political motivation was sincere. MNcFaul
suggested that the Hofstadter-Hemmond thesis be abandoned .10

Beonomic motivation was not the only thing that interested
historians about Andrew Jackson——the ideas of his time were also im-
portamt, Yet intellectual historians were also unable to look beyond
the imposing visage of 01d Hickory. For these scholars, Jackson was
the "symbol for an age," the guiding light for those of the
"Jacksonian persuasion" who, by advocating a lassiez—faire philosophy,
paradoxically paved the way for the destruction of their professed
agrerian ideal,!! Traditional political historians during the
1950s continued the partisan wax over the period as they pictured
the "01d Hero" as either ignorant, naive servant of those around him
or a passive instrument for party reformers who desired to create a
strong and wnified Democratic perty.t?

In the nineteen sixties, the academic dialogue over antebellwm

America changed its tone, The "ethnocultuzal™ thesis of Iee Benson
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and his students added 2 decidely dissonant chord to the heretofore
harmonious chorus about those times. Neither sectionalism nor eco—
nomic classes, Benson asserted, plezyed a decisive role in the middle
period's political culture, His interpretation stressed that the
seeds of an age of egalitarianism were contained in one's ethnocul-
tural background. Through this ethnocultural prism, Benson saw
mid-nineteenth century America as a world in which one's economic
status hed 1ittle, if anything, to do with one's cultwral makeup and
identity. Religion 2nd ethnic origin were the most Important factors.
ther ethnocultwral historians extended this social analysis of
political behavior from New York to Michigan and Illinois, coxclud-
ing that Jacksonian democracy had more to do with resistance o
traditional "Yankee" values than with any class struggle. The ethno-
cultuzrel thesis was a significant departure from the writings of
Turner, Schilesinger, and Hofstadter. 3Benscn demonsirated that a socio-
political methodology could uncover new questions and answers; yet
his thesis seemed applicable only to areas which had significant
ethnic diversity.lj
Benson's most important legacy has been his gquantitative method-
ology. This type of inquiry became the analytical foundation for
many middle period scholars during the 1960s, Unfoxtunately,
quantitative scholars like Richaxd McCormick, Edward Pessen, Douglaes
Miller, and Donald Cole bave not advenced our understanding of the
era's political life much beyond the point to which Arthur
Schlesinger, Jr. carried ite.

Pessen and Miller refuted Schlesinger's notion that Jacksonian
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democracy was an urban, northeastern, d tic revolution. Accord—

ing to Miller, the aristocracy of New York increased its power during
those years, and he suggested that the least appropriate way of study-
ing the age of Jackson was through its rhetoric.m TPessen's eaxly
studies contradicted Schlesinger's assertion that organized labor

was consistently Jacksonian,!” After exploring the elites of five
major urban areas, Pessen further argued that Schlesinger had written
not a history, but & mythology: the age of Jackson was actually "an
age of materialism and opportunism, reckless speculation and erratic
growth, unabashed vulgarity, and & politic, seeming~-deference to

the common man by uncommon men who actually ran ‘bl'x:'mgs.“16

Thus,

2 social and economic elite tesed on inherited wealth and social status
dominated America during the middle period-—there was neither
Jacksonian democracy nor an age of ega.li‘(’.a.rianism.l? Yet Schlesinger's
Jackson (and part of Turmer's too) found support in Donald Cole's
study of New Hampshire politics which reaffirmed the legitimacy of

the Jacksonian democracy ccncept.ls Like the others, Cole used quanti-
tative evidence to buttress his case, but it was not wtil the

studies of Thomas B. Alexander and Joel H. Silbey that historians
employed sophisticated quantitative methods to study middle pexriod
politics., Alexander amalyzed the roll call votes of the House of
Representatives and discovered that sectional interests influenced

2 congressman's vobing bebavior to a far greater degree than his

rarty affiliation, Using similiar methodology, Silbey reached the
opposite conclusion-—that party, not sectionalism, was the dominant

influence behind a congressman's vote.lg
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While their studies showed the promise of the computer as an
analytical tool, Alexander and Silbey both used the new methods to
address old questions. Their contrasting conclusions from the same
evidence and by the same methods should remind scholars that history,
even with computers, is not a science. While American historians
often accept on faith quantified evidence, troubling questions can
be raised about a number of computer-based middle period studies.
Richerd P, McCormick's widely accepted thesis of the emergence of
the second party system is a case in point. McCormick hypothesized
that the Whig and Democratic parties did not emerge from congress—
ional divisions, new popular attitudes, or the remnants of the first
party system; rather the presidential campeigns from 1824 to 1840
created the parties. Competitive parties, he surmised, formed at
different times in different regions depending on the length of time
it took an area to embrace one presidential candidate or the other.
By 1840, & fully functioning party system was in place—a system
-which allowed national parties to exist by controlling regional
biases and djfferences.zo

Central to McCormick's thesis were his statistical talles list-
ing the increasing competitiveness of the presidential elections
and the expanding voter turnout in the pe:r:?.cni.21 From these tables
he concluded that there was a positive correlation between tke close-
ness of an election and voter turnout. Fram the close elections and
high turnouts in the 1840 and 1844 presidential races he developed
a simple hypothesis that identified the existence of the second

party system: when a region had both close elections and high
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TABLE T.1
TEST OF MCCORMICK®S CIOSENESS OF OUICOME/HIGH TURNOUT HYFOTHESIS

Election Pearson's R Belationship?
1828 -~ 56763 moderately strong
1832 -69733 strong

18% -.35064 weak

1888 =a37495 weak

1844 ~s37398 weak

n=25 states, SPSS scattergram test.

NOTE: Without specifically naming McCormick or citing his work, Thomas

B. Alexander suggested this test in "Some Natural Limits of Quantification
in History," unpublished paper presented to the 37th Annual Meeting of the
Southern Historical Association, Houston, Texas, November 1971,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



13.

TABLE T.2

TEST BY CATERGORIZATION OF MCCORMICK'S HY FOTHESIS

Eection Gamma Belationskip?
1828 -+83929 very strong

1832 -.83193 very strong

18% -.58273 moderntely strong
1840 ~ 42857 moderately weak
184 =326 weak

n=25 states. SESS crosstabulation nine-cell table.
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TABLE 1.3
VOTER PARTICIPATION, RUTHERFORD COUNTY ELECTIONS, 1835-1845

Year Total Votes Cast Turnout (%) Closeness of Margin Difference (%

1835 2810 R.7 3046
18% 2178 71.8 7.8
1837 2514 8.9 4946
1839 2973 87.6 32
18%0 2810 82,8 134
1841 3346 9846 2.2
1843 2953 87.1 74
1844 330 9542 72
1845 3056 0.1 [

SOURCES: The mumber of qualified voters in 1837 and 1839 were 3032 and
3392 respectively, Nashville Union, Jan, 1, 1840, For elections 1835~
1837, the zuthor used the 1837 figure; for all other elections, he adopted
the 1839 figure. Thus, the percentage turnout from 1840 to 1845 is pro-
tably listed as higher than the actual mmber who did participate in
those elections. The total votes cast was based on those who voted in
the governor's race. Nashville Republican Bammew, Aug. 11, 1835, Aug.

7, 1841, Aug. 11, 1843, and Nov. 11, 184; Nashville Republican, Nov,

12, 1836 and Aug. 8, 1837; Nashville ¥hig, Nov. 6, 1840; Jonesborough
Whig and Independent Jowrnal, Sept. 10, 1845.
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TABLE I.b4
RUTHERFORD COUNTY ELECTIONS, 1835-1845: TEST OF MCCORMICK'S
K FOTHESTS

No. of Elections Analyzed Pearson's R Relationship?
nine -.18169 no
(eli.min:iﬁ 1837) -401223 no
~e51545 yes

seven
(elininating 1835 and 1837)

n=%elections, SESS scattergram tests
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turnouts, two competitive parties must be present, While his tables
at first glance supported his conclusions, his hypothesis does not
stand up to more rigorous guantitative testing. After analyzing
his data as cited, one found little correlation between closeness
of election and voter turnout (see Table I,1). Aciually, his thesis
was statistically correct for the two elections, 1828 and 1832, which
he admitted had little to do with an organized, two-party system,
but not for the key elections of 1836, 1840, and 1844 when organized
parties did tattle with each other.

McCormick's ideas about the creation of the second party system
cammot be rejected out of hand. Catergorizing the measurements into
a low, middle, and high range shows & positive correlation for his
pivotal elections of 183% and 1840 (see Table I.2), Furthermore,
aprlying the electoral activity in Rutherford County from 1835 to
1815 to the thesis reveals an even greater trend (but remember that
such a test changes McCormick's level of measurement from states to
elections within ome county). After eliminating the iwo campaigns
in Rutherford that did mot involve fully orgenized parties (see
Tatles I,3 and I.4), Rutherford County offered positive support for
the McCormick thesis.

How a man expressed himself at the polls gemerally involved more
than a simple preference for one candidate over another. To suggest
otherwise is misleading. The rroblems of Richard McCormick's thesis
remind us that historians should retain a healthy skepticism about
quantitative inquiry. Quantitative historians, for the meost part,

have failed to address or create new historical questions and have
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concentrated on analyzing aggregate, not individuel, behavior.

But statistical evidence can be utilized fruitfully if scholers
place those records of jindividual behavior into a holistic framework
which combines the methodologies of the "new social™ and the “new
political” historye Only then can middle period historians break
away from the old debates of traditional historiography. One of the
first American ‘historians to adopt some of these concepts was Frank
1. Owsley.

Three decades ago, Owsley's Flain Folk of the 01d South revealed

that the old stereotyves were wrong: zxural Southern culture was mostly
niddle-ctass, complex, and diversified. Owsley based his story on
"counting evidence™ such as tax lists and manuscript census reports
because he believed that through analyzing “plain folk™ the tale of

a past people could be fully told. Owsley let the actions of the
inarticulate speak for ‘Lhemselves.ZS A decade passed before others

L

took up his 'bannar.z Yet those who followed Owsley took their cue

from American colonial Studie525 and the "new urban" h:ls'hor,y,26
rather than Owsley's work. They dropped his aggregate statistical
rethedology in faver of an individual mode of analysis. This new
social history opened up ihe middle period dirlogue on the inarticu-
late; on its heels came the new political history, New issues came
to the fore: population mobility, wrbtan rioting, working-class

novements, and increasing state pat lism, These concexrns indi-

cated that scholars had begun to realize that the presidential
synthesis of the middle period had seriously distoried our

intertretation of antebellum Americe..27
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Today new methodologies and modes of analysis have stripped away
layers of myth that have veiled the middle period, in the process
resurrecting interpretations that conce had been discredited. For
example, the cwrrent picture of the slave South-the peculiar insti-
tution as a way of life-—does not differ greatly from earlier
portraits. Todzy historians realize that, despite the power of the
white society, blacks created a thriving Afro-American culture marked
by stable family networks, class relationships, and an enriching
community life .28

Commmity studies of mid-nmineteenth century America have also
opened the dooxs to a richer appreciation of the dymamics of ante-
bellum societys From studies of Lowell and Lynn, Massachusetis;
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Kingstion, Rochester, and Rockdzale, New York;
and Newark, New Jarsey, & complex mosaic has appeared. The Industrial
Revolution propelled change throughout society. As America's
working class expanded, many men adopted a proletarian mentality,
but class cleavage and a rising capitalist spirit did not necessarily
destroy community values. As a matter of fact, a different sense
of community evolved as many groups formed separate enclaves within
their towns in order to pro%ect their cheracter and social status
from the intrusion of capitalism and immigration. These northern
comnunities did survive and maintain their own identities.zg People
dominated politics, not the other wey around. Most communities were
like Kingston, New York where matiomal political issues only matitered
“when Kingston began to experience those economic and social chenges

that altered ihe substance of government in the nation as a whole,
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and when Kingston acquived the machinery to carry imto politics the

local manifestations of economic and social chanse."3 0

According
to these studies, the family, emerging industrial capitalism,
nillennial Christianity, assimilation, and growing class conscious—
ness influenced middle period America more than did Andrew Jackson.
Often, however, the commmity studies failed to deal adeouately
with 2 town's political cultwre, For any holistic synthesis of a

society, its politics must be d; d. The period's scholarship

mst integrate political and social h:istoz:,'.31 J. Mills Thornton
adopted a social and political approach to analyze amtebellum
Alabama, but created only a restatement of the old Jacksonian demo-
cracy theses of Turner, Schlesinger, and Fessen. Thornton, like
Richard H. Brown before him, concluded that southern Jacksonianism
was true Jacksonian democracy. On the other hand, Harry L. Watson
recently focused on how the creation of the Whig party undermined
social stability in Cumberland County, North Carclinma, Watson's
Jacksonian Polibics and Community Conflict studied the effect of the
second party system on Southern society, btut his analysis still relied
on the concept of Jacksonian de\noc:r'ez.cy'.32 Thus, not only is 2 social
and political methodology a necessity, but the historians who use it
must move away from the usual rreconceptions about the middle period.
Already there are signs that some writers are trying to grapple with
thet society as it reflected its own cultwre.”” While it is diffi-
cult to produce an integrated history of a society amd of a cultwre,
French historians offer perhaps the best model in the Annales school

of total history. Ferdnand Braudel and Emmanuel LeRoy Iadurie have
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shown thet through total history (a combinetion of history, other
social sciences, and even the natural sciences) past cultures can
be recreated with a high degree od acc!.trdcy.% It is precisely this
+type of approach that antebellum scholarship lacks, but there are some
American historians too who would endorse the concept of Hotal history.

A quarter of a century ago, two American historians mredicted
that their profession would have to change directions. Frank Owsley
thought Clio®s future would be secure once scholars began to explore
+the resources of county archives and census lists, for then Americans
would be able to demythologize their past. His contemporary, David
M. Potter, asserted that the emerging social sciences offered a lesson:
that together with history the sciences “ean help to explain the
mature of the actors in the historical draza."> While colomial
histoxians expand the social and political methodology, too many
antebellun interpreters loyally carry on the closed Turner-
Schlesinger~Hofstadter-Pessen debtate, %

Some scholars are aware of the promise of social and political
analyses., Edward Pessen chided himself and his co-workers for being
too busy counting heads and counting votes-~the “characteristics of
the actors”~-ratther than addressing larger truths by measuring the
"consequences of action.” But Pessen argued for a reorientation merely
to enlarge the dialogue on Jacksonian politics, not to alter its
airection.’’ While recognizing that the new political history had
confined itself to the framewerk of Jacksonian democracy, Joel Silbey
hoped that, once students placed their political inguiry within a

commumity setting, rew historical questions would be uncovered. This
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suggestion became the centerpiece of Ronald Formisano's 1976
review essay on Jacksonian politics. Arguing that social and poli-
%icel history must be integrated, Formisano believed that as the
study of Jacksonian politics became more interdisciplinary middle
peried scholars would discover that "the comparative analysis of
commumities offers one of the best ways to sort out conflieting hypo-
theses."38 Unfortunately, Formisano, like Pessen, perceived the new
commmity inguiry as simply a2 more accurete method of testing the
concept of Jacksonian democracy.

This study concerns Rutherford County, Temnessee, from 1800 to
1850, Tis focus is on that commumity's development of 2 second
Politicel culture.>? The whole of Rutherford County’s antebellum
past cannot be recaptured on these pages, but the author hopes to
show that the ancestors of today's Rutherford Countians were more

than Jacksonian democrats,
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CHAPTER TI

Early Society and Politics in Rutherford County

There are three “"grand divisions" in Teunessee: East, Middle,
and West, These geographical regions are divided by the Appalachian
nmountain range and the Tennessee River, Rutherford Coumty is not only
the geogrephic center of the state, but part of the central besin
of Middle Temnessee, often called the "Garden of Tennessee," Yet the
southern and eastern edges of the county are extremely hilly, even
mountainous, This is the beginning of the Highland Rim, a plece of

‘limestone and shale outcroppings usually described as the "Barrens
of Tennessee."1 As the pioneers settled the county, these two geo-
graphic regions demanded two types of agrarian life within one
community: a planter's life, concentrating on cotton, tobzeco, and
other staple crops in the plains and, in the hills, a small farmer's
life of diversified crops and herds {see Map II.1). Iife in the
"Gaxden" was very diffexrent from life in the "Baxrens," and during
the 1830s, these diffevences in one's way of life helped to create
profound divisions ameng Rubherford Countians.’ ’
Those who settled first in Rutherford ignored the hills and moun-
tains of the southeast. They chose the bountiful Garden. If one
aspired to be a plamter, however, there was another necessity besides

fertile land--a way to transport the crops to the outside world.

27.
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MAP I1.2

WATERWAYS IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY

SOURCE: 1878 Mep of Butherford County, Lineteugh Public Library,
Mufreesboro, Termnessees
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Fortunately, Stone's River bestowed upon Rutherford County 2 river
systen whose upper half comnected the county by flatboat to the Cum~
berland River, providing a route to New Orleans and the world
marketplace beyond (see Map I1,2). Cotton would flourish in
northern Rutherford, btut it would not appear in the Barrens because
of the terrain and limited access to the Stome's River waterway.’

Before the whites arrived in the last years of the eighteenth
century, the Cherokee and Chickesaw nations had long appreciated the
‘bounty of Rutherford's land and water. For the Indians, the place
wes a hunting territory shared by both tribes, but by the late
eighteenth century Black Fox, a Cherokee, had constructed an Indian
trading center at a salt lick near the west fork of the Stone's River.h
The first whites chose not to live near this patch of tamed land—
the waterway was too shallow and narrow for flatboats. Rather, they
decided to dwell where the Stone's River split into its east and west
forks. In time this initial settlement came to be called Jeffersonm,
after the current mesident,’

Rutherford County was no longer an untamed wildermess. It became
Tenrnessee's twemty-fourth county in 1804, The xapidly growing towns
of Nashville and Columbiz surrounded the initial settlement at
Jefferson, It would still take, however, a particular brand of
“pioneer" to live in Rutherford. The Indian wars had ended only a
decade before, and more land had to be cleared before extensive agri-
culiure could be practiceds Over thirty years ago, the historian
Frank Owsley suggested that the hunter, the herdsman, and the small

farmer first had to tame southern land before the planter could
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survive and prospsr. Rutherford County was not an exception to this
::u.'l.s:.6

in 1804, Jefferson, as the mreeminent settlement in the area,
became the first seat of government jin Rutherford Coumty. It was
the only trade town, an important stop in the region's flatboat
traffic. The land surrounding the village was among the most fertile
in Middle Temnessee., dJefferson's early investors reasonably believed
that this village had a bright future. Indian trails were the only
roads for miles around, and they were inadequate for commercial
traffie. The river was the only means of transportation, and
Jefferson stood at the apex of this communication network. Surveyors
neasured some one hundred and fifty town lots, ani once placed on
the market, the lots sold quickly. For ten years, after the comple-
tion of the county courthouse in 1806, Jefferson prospered as a
commercial centar.7

Only a decade later, however, Jefferson began to slip steadily
into oblivion, the viectim of demographic and economic shifts. By
1811, Jefferson was no longer the demographic heart of the counmty,
and those who lived nearer the middle of Rutherford's Garden wanted
‘the county's political center nearer to their homes, One of them,
Charles Ready, offered his land in the Barrens for a new couniy seat;
another, Thomas Rucker, wanted to sell some