A ?”S‘Uﬂ? OF PUPIL FROGRESS

IN THE SCHOOLS OF BROCKVILLE DISTRICT

by

LAURA JETER PARKER



SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS
OF THE
COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
FOR THE DEGREE
_MASTER OF ARTS
1947



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

To the members of my committee, Mr. George J. Oliver,
Mr, Kemneth H. Cleeton, and Dr. Robert C. Caldwell, I wish to
express my sincere thanks for their sympathetic understending,
helpful suggestions, and patient guidance throughout this
study. I am especially grateful to Mr. Oliver for suggesting
this problem, the study of which has been both interesting
and valuable,

I wish to express my appreciation to Miss Lillian

Cozart for typing the manuseript.

1il



TABLE OF GONTENTS

CHAPTER
I, THE PROBLEM OF THE STUDY + 4 ¢ o « o « v s o s » v 4« o & o o
Btatement of the Problem .« « o o + » v s ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o s o»
Importance of the study e 8 5 & o b 6 s a2 b v a4 &= ow v
Scope of the study T T T T T
Plan of the study and sources of data . . v s s e 0 s ow e
II. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY - BROOKVILLE DISTRICT .« ¢ « ¢ o «
The communities in Brookville District . . . . . .‘... .
The schools in Brookville Distriet .« . . . o 4 ¢ » o« o« &
I1I. REVIEW OF STUDIES OF FAILURES AND WITHDRAWALS . « « « o 4 &
Drop~outs and retentions in the first grade . . « 4+ 4+ + «
Drop~outs and retentions in Grades V, VI, and VII in
Virginia T T T T T S
Drop~outs in the elementary schools of Danville, Virginia,
for the session 1938-1939 4 4 + s o o o ¢ » » o ¢ & s »
Factors related to withdrawal from and failure 1# junior
high schools in Minneapolis « « o « ¢ o s o o o o s « »
Why high school pupils leave school in Kansas City,
Missouri b e 4 s e s e e a s e s s e s e e e
Study of pupils dropping out of s midwestern high school

Why farm children leave s¢hool .« . « o « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ « s » &

PAGE

W s B e e

11
iz
14
14

16

19

21

22

23

23



CHAPTER PAGE

-IV. PROCRESS THROUGH THE ELEMENTARY GRADES OF FUPILS
ENROLLED IN GRADE I IN SEPTEMBER 1935 . ¢« « « o » 4 « 26
Grade I - Brookville District, 1935-1936 . . . « « » 86
Pupils making normal progress through the
elementary school . 4 + o o« 4 o« 2 s » + & 2 ¢ o« « 29
Retentions in the elementary schools of Brookville
2 -3 o - - ) §
Retarded pupils who completed the elementary school . 34
Dropeouts in theo olemsntary schools . &« « o + ¢ ¢+ « 395
Study of parents of drop-outs and of pupils
continuing in school - -
V. PROGRESS MADE THROUCH THE HIGH SCHOOL BY PUPILS
ENROLLED IN GRADE I IN SEPTEMBER 1935 o« 4+ 4 « o o » ¢ 45
Pupils making normel progress .+ . « « » « o o « » » 45
Drop~outs in the high school .+ « « . « o ¢« ¢« 4 & » « 46
Subject fallures in the sighth grade at
Brookville High School ' e s e 0 o s s s s s 49
Subject failures in Grades IX, X, and XI . . « + +» + 853
Vi, SUMMARY OF FINDINGS o ¢ 4 o o « o ¢ o s 4 5 ¢ » 4 ¢ o« 54
VII. RECOMMENDATIONS ., & & 4 o ¢ o o« « ¢ o o 2 « » » o « » 61
BIBLIOGRAPHY ¢ & + o v « o s s s o o 5 s 5 o 2.+ % o o s » 68
APPENDIX o 6 s e s e e b b a s e st s e e s B9



TABLE

I.

Iz,

III.

Iv.

ViI.

VI1I.

X,

LIST OF TABLES

Enrollment in Grade I in Brookville Distriet, 1935-19386,
Classifiod by Sex and School o+ 4+ o ¢ s 5 o ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ s »
Age~Sex Distribution of Pupils Enrolled in Grade I,
Brookville District, 1935-1936 . s w4 e e e e e
Retardation of Pupils Enrolled in Grade I, Brookville
District, 1935-1936, Classified by Schools PP
Percentage of Pupils Making Normal Progress through the
Elementary School, Classified by Sex and School . . .
Pupils Who Comploted the Elementary and Secondary School
within Eleven Years, Classified by Sex and Schoel . .
Percentage of Retentions of 141 Pupils in‘Brookville
Digtriet, Classified by Grade and Elementary Scheool . .
Number of Retarded Pupils Who Completed the Elementary
School, Classified as 0o Schocl and Extent of
Robtardation  + o+ o » o o & o o o o o s o o o o o & s«
Retardation of Drop-cuts in the Elementary Schools,
Classified by School and Number of Years Retarded . .
Age~Grade Distribution of Drop-Outs in the Elementary
SCHOOLB 4 o s « ¢ o 2 ¢ o ¢ & 8 s % ¢ 6 o 0 v 5 o s »
Pergentage Distribution of Parents of Drop-outs and

Pupils in School, Classified as to Marital Status .

PAGE

27

27

29

32

35

36

37

38



XII.

XIII.

XviI.

XVIIX.

Percentage Distridbution of Parsnts of Drop~outs and

Pupils in School, Classified as to Employment . . + « » .

Percentage Distribution of Parents of Drop-outs and

Pupils in School, Classified as to BEducation and Sex . « .

Percentage Distribution of Living Fathers of Drop-outs

and Pupile in School, Classified According to Occupation .

Reasons for Pupils Withdrawing from High School, Based

upon Data Secured from Teachers' Reglsters and

Cumulative Hecords .« + « o L . T T S R S A

Percentage of Subjeot Failures and Withdrawals in the

Bighth Grade at Brookville High School, COlassified by

School and Number of Subjects Failed . + o « o« ¢ o o « »

Percentage Distribution of Subject Failures in the

Eighth Grade at Brookville High School, Classified by

Schoolandﬁubja@t e

Drop-outs from Brookville Elementary School, Classified

by Age, Sex, and Grade

B e 8 & % & 2 a2 4 & % & € € ¢ F 9

Drop-outs from Forest Hill Elementary School, Classified

by Age, Sex, and Grade

£ & % & & = @ & e ¢ ¥ B 8 s e 9

Drop=-outs from Mountain View Elementary School,

Clagpifisd by Age, Sex, and Grade .+ ¢ » o ¢ s + 4 5 & o @

Drop-outs from Tyreeanna Elementary School, Classified

by Age, Sex, and Grade

« 5 8 2 ¢ T F B & B 2 2 5 e 2 5

PAGE

43

51

69

69

70

70



CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM OF THE STUDY

Statement of the problem. Brookville, the largest and
moet densely populated distriet in Campbell County, Virginia, lies
southeast of the City of Lynshburg. The four communities, Mountain
View, Forest Hill, Tyreeanna, and Brookville, developed aleng high-
ways lesding into the city. Although there were a number of small
farms in this aresa, Bﬁankvilla Distriot could hardly be considered
rural, for most of the adults were smployed in factories in the
eity. The comunities range from suburban to rural in type.

There were four elementary schools in Brookville District,
all of which fed intoc one consolidated high school. Throughout the
yoars these schools faced many problems., Pupils were constantly
transferring from school to school within the distriect, within the
county, and more parbticularly from the county to the city. Meny
pupils withdrew before completing the slementary school course.
There was a high percentage of failures in the schools in this dis-
trict. The number of dropw~outs and failures in the eighth grade at
Brookville High Scho$1 wes higher than in any other high school in
the county.

Out of these conditions arose the problem of this study,
how should the schools of Brookville District be reorganized so
that they would more nearly meet the needs of the pupils and the

‘eommnnity. As a relisble basis for recommendstions, & study of



pupil progress was made to determine the real obstacles which the
pupils in Brookville Distriet encountersd in the elementary and
secondary schools.

The first phase of this study, s survey of the progress
made by the pupils who were enrolled in Grade I in Brookville District
in 1935, was conducted for the purpose of determining the percentage
of pupils making normel progress through the elementary school and
also the extent and causes of retentions and withdrawals. 4 study
was made of the sducation, oceupation, and marital status of the
parents to discover the relationship, if any, between these factors
and the progress of the child in school.

The four slementary schools in the district varied in size
and organization, dbut not in offerings. A comparison, based on the
progress made by the pupils, was made to determine the strength or
weaknesses of the respective schools and to discover, if possible,
any advantage which might be attributed to size or organization.
Further study, based upon progress in high school made by pupils
from the four elementary schools served gas a means of comparing the
preparation of each group for work on the secondary level. Investi-
gations of the schools, the patrons, and the pupils were needed as
a background for recommendations for the reorganlzation of the
elementary schools in Brookville Distriet.

The sec¢ond phase of the problem centered around Brookville
High School, the consolidated high school into which the four ele~

mentary schools of the district fed. A record of pupil progress



in the secondary school gerved nz a basis for an investigation into
the holding power of the high school, the extent of failure, both as
to subject fiecld and grade level. An offort was made to discover
the cause of pupils' withirawing from schoél in the eighth grade.
Further study was made of the communities to be served, the attitude
of the patrons toward education, the courses which pupils preferred
in high school, the types of occupations in which parents were
engaged, and indication of the type of work which pupils might pur«
sue after graduation or withdrawal from achool.

On the basis of the findings of these studies of the
varicus phases of pupil progress in the elementary and secondary
school and the results of investigations into environmental factors
affecting the pupil's progress, the recomnendations for the reorgen-
ization of the school system in Brookville District were presented.

proved
The importance of the study. This stu&yj\of value before

the entire report of the findings was written in itas final form. In
1946, Brookville High School underwent a change in tesching personnel,
curriculum, and administirative organization. This study of the
progress of one group of pupils in Brookville Distriet served as a
means of acqueinting the new prineipal with many problems existing

in the sechools of the distriet. Courses were revised; new gourses
were added; especial study and guidance were given potential drop-
outs; each month a study was mdde of the progress of all eighth

grade pupils following the procedure outlined in this investigation.



‘The findings of this study should prove of value in reorgan~
izing the olementary schools of Brookville District. Studies of
problems, such as failure in the primary grades or wholesale promotion
of geventh grade pupils, should provide statistical evidence suffi-
eient to prove the need for a revision of the slementary school ’
program., For the first time facts were available to substantiate
impressions which had lonz been held about conditions in the schools
of Brookville District. This study led t¢o ilnvestigations of eondi~
tions in other schools in Campbell County and in the county as a
whole.

There was a quegciaa of introducing an additional year at
thé begimmning of the secondary school period at Brookville High
Sehool. The course offered in this proposed eighth grade would be
g0 designed as to afford the pupil sn opportunity to explore his
interests and talents through short introductory courses and also
refresh his askill in fundamental subjeects before entering the regular
high sehool course. It was hoped this study would present facts to
substantiate the hypothesis that the addition of such a course would

be of great value at Brookville.

The seope of the study. The scope of this study was

limited to the progrg;s through school made by those pupils who were
enrolled in Grade I in 1935, The area was limited to Brookville

bPistrict of Campbell County, Virgihia. The writer realized the need
for a study of conditions in the schools of Brookville District when

she was a teacher at Brookville High School and later supervisor of



the high school, She chose a group of pupils whom she had taught

in the eighth grade as subjects for the study.

The plan of the study and sources of data. Prior to 1942

in Campbell County the only official record of enrollment and pupil
progress by grade and subject was kept by each teacher in her
Virginia Teacher's Register. This was a record book, prepared and
issued by the Virginia State Department of Bducation, in which basic
information was recorded in a uniform manner by all teachers in the
State of Virginia. These registers were scught as the first source
of data for this study.

The investigator first examined the records of pupils who
made nomnal progress through school, then traced the repeaters and
drop~outs. In many instances the teacher stated that a pupil had
*transferred to Concord®, for example. These clues were invaluable
in tracing & pupil in and out of the district or county. Too often
no comment was made as to the child's whereabouts, The one word,
"dropped®, was all that was given in the register.

Of the 162 pupils enrelled in Grade I in Brookville
District in September 1935, the investigantor was able to secure a
complete record for 141. This information was secured in part from
176 registers kept by ninety differsnt teachers in nine schools in
Campbell County. No record was kept of the total number of regis-

tere consulted.,

A second source of data was the permanent record card



kept for each child enrolled in the school. This cumulative record
system was adopted in Campbell County in 1942; therefore, complete
records were available only for the pupils in this study who were
atill 1n school at that time, Nevertheless, valuable family Gata
were secured from the permanent record cards of dbrothers and sisters
of the pupils who had withdrawn from school prior to 1942, This
report, uniform throughout the county, supplisd $nformation as %o
the parent's education, nationality, place of birth and size of the
family, A study of the progress of puplls who had transferred into
the Lynchburg schools was based on information on the individual
record cards on file at Robert E, Lee Junior High School and E, €.
Glass High School. At the time of this study, the permanent record
oard system was not used in the elemontary schools of the county.

A third source of information was the school census.
The investigator consulted the census reports for Campbell County
and for the City of Lynchburg for the years 1835, 1940, and 1945.
This eensus record gerved as a check on pupil birth dates, parents?
full names, cecupations, and supplied information as to the last
grade attained by the children in a family.

Several pupils were located through the records of the
Campbell County Selective Service Board; however, much of the infor-
mation requested was not made available to the publie.

Prinecipels, teachers, parents, classmates, relatives, and

eloge associates of the pupils in this study were interviewed.



“They were of mos; help in giving infommation concerning pupils yha
dropped out of sehool. Teachers usually remembered the "trouble
makers™. |

The vast amount of information secured through the means
listed was entered on individual data gheets for each of the 162
pupils included in this study. An individual record, when ecompleted,
ugsually eontained the following information:

| Pupil's full neme

Address (Every change of address was recorded)

FPlace and date of birth

Age st which entered school

Name of parent or guardian (Every change was recorded)

Address

Name of father

Ocoupations {All occupations engaged in during
eleven~year period)

Netionality

Place of birth
Last grade attended

Neme of mother

Oceupations
Nationality

Place of birth
Last grade attended

Mumber of brothers s Blsters



Scholastie record
Year Grade in which enrolled Promoted,
retained, withdrawn
(If retained, all subjects failed were listed
and grade given.
If withdrewn, reason was recorded if available.)
Remarks (All miscellanecus comments made by the teacher
were recored as a part of the record for that
grade. )
An effort to reach every pupil by mail proved unsuccessful
because the mall routes in Brookville District were changed in
1945 and the addresses in school records were no longer in effect.

In addition to this difficulty, twenty of the boys were in the armed

forces and their addresses were often changed.



CHAPTER II

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
BROOKVILLE DISTRICT

Brookville, the largest district in Campbell County,
Virginia, adjoins the City of Lynchburg on the north end Bedford
County on the west., The communities in this area developed along
main thoroughfares leading into the city and the inhabitants enjoy
eity trangportation facilities. Forest Hill, Mountain View and
Tyreeanna, located ¢n Route 460, a main highway from Roanoke to
Rorfolk, were served by the Greyhound Bus Lines. Inhebitanta of
the Brookville ¢ommunity had aceess to the Virginia Trallway Bus
Line on Route 29 and the ¢ity bus on the Timberlake Road., Although
main lines of the Norfolk and Western and Southera Railways ran
through the district, there were no stations in this area; conse-
quently, all mail ceme through the post office in Lynchburg and
was delivered by rural carriers.

Health facilities in Brookville District were inadequate,
There was no dostor in the distriet, no scheol nurse, no county
public health unit. Although the Cempbell County Board of
Supervisors made appropriations for four suecessive years for a
health unit, personnel were not available during the war, The
doctors in the city served this section principally through office

visits. When it became necessary for a physician to come into a
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homs, it was difficult to find one who wes willing to meke the
vigits 7The cost for suoch service was excessive,

In the spring of 1941 the schools of Campbell County be~
gan to hold annusl preschool olini¢s in oxder that children who
wers %0 enter school in the fall might be vaceinated and given the
diphtheria toxcid treatment. This clinic wss conducted by the first
grade teacher with the assistance of & lossl physicien, S&lthough
this wss tho oaly clinic sponsored by the school, pupils of Brookville
District were granted the privilege of attending clinies held under
the muspices of the Junior Lesgue ¢f Lynohburg.

In 1946 overy child in Campbell County, fifteen years of
ege or dder, and all contact or suepioious cases were given free
chest x»rays at ¢linices held through the county amd sponsored by the
newly organized Lynochburg-Campbell County Tuberculosis Assoeistion.

There was no spocific provision for wholesoms mt:métmn
for children in any community in Brookville District at the time of
this study. This need was most appavent at lountain View for the
children in this suburban area had few chores at home snd spent
much of thelir time playing along the highway or loafing st £illing
stations. In msany instanses both perents worked and there was no
one et homs during the day. In each sommunity the young people
gathered around the "jute box"™ in the £illing stetion and danced.
The only other form of entertainment was that provided in the city

where theatres snd bowling alleys were popular.-
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The communities of Brookyille Digtrict. For the purpose
of this inveetigatioh; communities eare grouped as to type snd referred
to by the names of the e¢lementary schools which serve them, In
reality, they are identified by the name of the roads on which they

are located, The conditions deseribted are those which existed in

1946.

Mountain View, s suburban community inhabited by workers
in the nearby overall factory, cotton mill, or shoe factory, adjoins
Fairview Heights, & section of Lyneh&uggy Few of the familiss in
either community own the cottages in which they live; annsequantly;
there is constant moving within the community and in and out of the
city. These comunities are so close together, so much alike, and
the inhabitants so closely associated that the entire section is

usually referred to under the name, Fairview Heights, The conven-~

iences of the city are extended o Mountain View. City buses give’
twenty-four minute mervice; telephones are on straight lines, not
rural many~party lines; laundries, dairies, ice plants render eity

service, The principal distinction mede between the two communities

ogeurs in the schools which the children attend., Pupils in Campbell
County, outside the city limits, attend Mountain View School; those

within the city attend Fairview School.
Forest Hill, Brookville, and Tyreeanna are semi-rural

comnunities. The inhabitants, steble, thrifty home~owners, culti~-

vate their small farms and gardens %o such an extent that enough



produce 1s raised in this area to keep the community cannery in opera-
tion throughout the summer. However, there are few full-time
farmers in this section; most of the men are foremen, machinists, or
cutters, the most skilled employses of the factory, or engineers or
conductors on the railroad. The citizens in these cormunities are
go0d home makers, active chureh workers, and interested and cooper-

ative patrons of the school.

The schools in Brookville District. In 1946, the four
elementary schools, located in the principal communities of Brookville
District, fed into one consolidated high school, Zach school was
organized according to a different plan but the offerings were the
same .

Tyreeanna was the only white two-~room school in Campbell
County at the time the pupils in this study were enrolled there.

One teacher taught the first four grades and the principal taught the
upper gredes. Since 1942, students in the upper grades have attended
Mountain View School,

At Forest Hill School four teachers offered work in all
seven grades. The principal taught the seventh grade and three
teachers had combination grades.

Mountain View School, the largest independent elementary
school in Campbell County, had a teaching steff of six teachers and
the principal. There were no combination grades.

Brookville Elementary and High Schools were housed in one
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three-sgtory building. In 1926 the elementary school was opened with
an enrollment of 125 pupils and a staff of five teachers. In 1927
two years of high school work were offered to four students who had
completed one year of high school. Several of these pupils had been
out of school four years. The first graduating class of Brookville
High School had four members.

In twenty years Brookville Elementary School grew from an
enroliment of 125 to 350. Six teachers were added to the staff.
The high school grew in like manner. Iwo teachers offered all of
the high school work in 1927; twelve wers smployed twenty years
later. Four stu%ents received diplomas in 1930; thirty-one in 1946,

In Brookville District may be found exémples of every type
of elementary school organization %o be found in Campbell County,
namely, a one room school; a four teacher achool, offering combina-
tion grades; an independent elementary school; a combination of
-glementary and high school in one building. All of these feed into
the'largaat consolidated hightschvol in the county. This study was
conduceted for the purpose of determining how these schools should
be reorganized so that rich and stimulating experiences which are
vitally connected with the life of the community may be offered and,
likewmse, the pupils helped to find and pursue programs which are

appropriate to their needs and in which they can succeed asg individuals.



CHAPTER IIX
REVIEW OF STUDIES OF FAILURES AND WITHDRAWALS

A roview of studies of failures and withdrawals served as
a basis for determining the extent to which problems found in
Brookville Diastriet, of Gamﬁbell County, Virginia, were typieal of
problems existing in other rural or suburban school systems in various
asections of Virginia and other states.

The Virginia Department éf Education had compiled dats
concerning drop-outs and retentions in the elementary school, but no
data were available in 1946 concerning withdrawals or drop-outs in
the secondary schools. The studies reviewed in this chapter are
those most closely related to the problems arising in Brookville
District. Many studies were reported in edueational periodicals or
in the form of unpublished mimeographed material. All surveys had
been made during the years 1935~1946, the period covered by this

study of Brookville Distriet.

Drop-outs and retentions in the first grade. In 1937

sixty~one supervisors made a survey of conditions in the first grade

in the State of Virginia.l This study involved 24,207 first grade

l"Suggeations for Promoting Learning in the First Grade ~
Supervisors Conference, August, 1937," {unpublished mimeographed
material, Virginia State Department of Education, Richmopd, Virginia,
1937) p. 1.

14
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pupils from one«teacher, two-teacher, and consolidated schools. Of
this number, 18 per cent dropped out of school during the first year
and 18 per cent were retained in the first grade. The supervisors
prezented dat&a on the causes of these withdrawals and retentions
showing that 7 per cent of the pupils enrolled were rotained becsuse
of immeturity, 4 per cent were umable to reasd, and 3 per cent were
mentally deficient., Other reasons for retention were lack of social
experience, sickness, and lack of parental cooperation and under-
standing of the school's program.

Change of school was found to be the principal reason for
withdrawals in the firsgt grade, sccording to the findings of tﬁe
study of 24,207 pupils. Sickness acccunted for 2 per cent of the
drop~outs. Other causes of withdrawsl were lack af‘pazental coopera=
tion and understending of the school's progrem and, for one per cent,
lack of clothing.

The committee of supervisors, in view of the results of the
Pirst Grade Study, attributed the high percentage of failures to &
lack of consistency in promotion practices and offered the following
suggestions for promoting learning in the first grade:

The growth of the whole e¢hild shoulé be our concern. We
recommend experimental practices which allow the child to
progress through a primary period of three years rather than
through grades one, two and three before we conaider the temm

"promotion”. We also recommend that present non-promotion
studies be made avallable to teachers and administrators and

21;03 . Vﬁiﬁo
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that, with the help of teachers, data on this problem bve collect-
ed, This primary period of growth will be one in which individ-
uals of varying abilities will be guided. When a child moves
from one group to another, all available records should
accompany him.S
In 1943 the State Department of Education prepared data
showing trends in retentions and drop-outs or transfers throughout
the elementary schools in Virginia as indicated by reports of division
auperintendenta.* The following summary of their findings reveals
that although the percentage of drop-outs, transfers, and retentions
had decreased between 1932 and 1942, the greatest loss continued to
ocour in the first grade in the counties in Virginiazs
Loss (Drop-outs, Trensfers, and Retentions) -- Counties
' Difference Over

10-Year Period
1932-33 194148 1942443 (1932433 «= 1942-43)

Grade One 37.4 28.7 27.6 ~9,8
Grade Two 23.7 19.1 19.1 -4.6
Grade Three 23.6 1718 19.4 -4.2
Grade Four 25.1 19.4 20.4 -4.7
Grade Five 26.1 18.5 21.7 ~4.4
Grade Six 2510 19.5 21.3 ~3.7

Drop-outs and retentions in Grades V, VI, and VII in Virginia.

As 8 part of the program conducted in 1940 for the improvement of

S1oc. cit.

4nPrends in Retention and Drop-outs or Transfers in State as
Indicated by Reports of Division Superintendents” {unpublished mimeo-
graphed material, Virginia State Department of Education, Richmond,
Virginia, 1943) p. 1.

Stvid., p. 2.
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of instruetion in Virginia elementary gchaals, & study was made of
a‘z.*ep-«mté from the £ifth, sixth, end &a;wsmth grades in mors than
£ifty rural school divisions,® The data secured covered three schaol
years, 1937+1940, The findings for 1989-1940 present conditions
oxisting in the state st the time the pupile in this study of
Brookville Digtriet were entering the fifth grade, For this reason
only data for this yesar sre guoted.

From Cifty-four rurel schoodl divisions studied, it wms
found that 8.3 per cent of the pupils enrolled in the fifth, sixth,
and seventh grudes dropped from school. Of these drop-outs 81 per
¢ent had repeated one ox more grades in their school life. The
reasons glven for dropping are quoted from s report of the results of
the study.'

b s for Dropping
t{Not exoclusive categories

193919 1938-1940

Hobility 37% Malad justed 6%
gegzggczr}:éﬁlww 21% Fallure of teacher to |
Tndifferense of meot individual needa 6%
 pupil 18¢  Repeating grade 5%
‘Iﬁgﬁiﬁi@m of 12% Distance from school g
Home duties 1% Death of parent 2%
Famm work 104 Narried | 1.3%
Bickness a4 Self~gonsclious because
Beonomic difficulties 6% of physical hendicap 1%
Paid employment &% Lock of school equipment 1%

Bra Study of the 'Drop-outs® from the Fixth, Sixth, and
fSeventh Grades,” {unpublished mimeographed materiel from the Virginia
State myagbment of Eueation, Richmond, Virginia, 1940) p. 1.

Lo¢. ¢it.
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A study was made of the occupations of 4,104 parents of
these pupils who dropped out of schoel in Grades V, VI, and VII in
fifty-four rurel sehool divigions in Virginia in 1939-1940. The

results of this investigation showed the three significant groups of

occupations wera:g
Farmer 46% Labvorer 35%
Qwner 18% Unskilled 24%
Tenant 28% Skilled  11%

Professional 1%

' The high percentage of drop-outs from the homes of farmers
and laborers and the small percentage from homes of professional
people was to be expected in a rural area, but the differﬁnaa between
the owner and the tenant farmer, the skilled and the unskilled
laborer was significant in a study of school problems in rural areas.

The program for the improvement of instruction in Virginisa
slementary schools included a study of retentions in the fifth,
sixth, and seventh grades for 51,232 pupils enrclled in 1939~1940 in
fifty-one school divisions., It was found that 6.4 per cent of the
pupils were retained, the greatest per cent of retentions oceurring
in the fifth grade. The reasons for retention were given as

follows:g

aﬁoe. elt,

9IrRetention of Pupils in the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh
Grades," (unpublished mimeographed material from the Virginia State
Department of Education, Richmond, Virgihia, 1940) p. 1.
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Failed on: Leck of parental coopera-
Arithmetic 52% tion and understanding 12%
History 33% Immaturity 10.7%
Language 32% Home duties 9%
Geography 30.9% Change of schools 7%
Reading 24% Siekness 7%
Hygiene 11% Lack of attention to

Not prepared for individual needs 6%
H.S.{7th Gr.only) 56% Lack of books 4%

Poor gtiendance 214 Distance from school 2%

Mental deficiency 16%

It was also found that "Teachers of longest experience
rotained the largsst percentags of pupils in the three yesrs in which
the study was made,"10

The effects of retention of 3,286 £ifth, sixth, and seventh
grade pupils in fifty-one school divisions were studied and the
following report was issued by the Virginia State Department of
Edueation:

Effects of Retgntiogll

Marked improvement in knowledge of subject matter  18%

Tried harder 16%
Inproved skille 12%
No perceptible improvement 10.2%
Made high school seem more desiradle 7.4%
Discouraged 5%
Did not return to school ~.4%
Felt inferior 3%
Developed undesiradble traits 2%

Ro statement is glven as to how these facts were secured.

Drop-outs in the elementary schools of Danville, Virginias,

for the session 1938~1939. A study that bears relation to the problem

loLoe. oit.
llIb.’Ld_ # P 2.
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12

of drop-outs was made by W. Harold Ford™“ in en attempt to determine

the causes and conditions which resulted in pupils withdrawing from
the elementary schools in Danville, Virginia., Upon his investigation
of forty-~three dropeocuts, he reached the conclusion that, "The four
¢hief or primary reasons why the drop~outs left the schools were:
unfavorable economic conditions, physical dxsammw, loss of interest,
and fallure due to school work being too difficult. These four
reagons were the primary causes for eighty-three per cent of the
wif}-hdmalm"m Ford also reported, as a result of a study of home

¢onditions, that

Socioweconomic conditlions 4n the lives of the drop-outs
appeared to be closely related to their failure to complete
thelr school work. Bighty-six per cent of the parents of the
drop-outs were living. Three~fourths of the fathers of the
drop-outs were employed as semi-skilled textile workers in the
low-wage groups. No drop-outts father belonged to s professionsl
group. One third of the mothers of the drop-outs were employed
as semi~gkilled textile workers in the low-wage class. Both
parents of thirty per ¢ent of the drop-outs wore employed in
public work. Seventy~five per cent of the drbp-outs lived in
small low rent homes in neighborhoods made up largely of this
type of home, More than two-thirds of the parents of drop-outs
hed less than eighth grads edudstion. The numbesr of homai of
the drop~outs broken by separation and divorce was emall. 4

mﬁ‘. Bamld Férd,, "A Study nf Drop-~outs in the E}.emnt‘ary
Schools of Danville, Virginia, for the Session, 1938-1939," (un+
published Master's thesis, The University of Virginia, Charlottesville,
Virginia, 1941) p. 128.

13L0c. eoit.

141p14,, p. 127,
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Factors related to withdrawal from and failure in junior
high schools in Minneapolis. Harl R. Douglaass and Kate wmm took
apecial note of the differonte in age-grade status, mental adbility,
sehool marks, and socio-economic status of the pupils who were elimi-
nated from Grades VII, VIII, and IX in Himneapolis. The withdrawals
ware campared with a group of pupils who remsined in junlor high
sehool and completed the ninth grade. There were 415 dropwouts and
1,213 pupils in the grx;ap remaining in schovl. "IY seems clear from
the data of this study,® the authors stated, “that the two faotors
mogt closely associated with elimination and retention in the
Minneapolis Junior high sohools are retardation snd svoio-economic
gtatus, n16 Further study of the sccloweconomic status of the drop-out
revealed the following conditions:

The withdrewing pupils came most heavily from the homes

of leborers, Only two of the 178 children of professional and
higher executives and only twenty~four of the 303 children of
copmereial-gervice workers and business proptietors falled to

remain through junior high school as compared with 258 ig the
660 children of laborers inciuded in the investigation.

Harl R. Douglass collaborated with Ina Campbelll® in an
investigation of thirty-sevaen pupils in s ¥inneapolis Junior high

gohool who wers faeiling in two or more acadenic subjecis.

188ar) R, Dougless end Kate Wind, "Factors Related to
Withdrawsl from Junior High Schools in M¥inneapolis," Elenentary
School Journal, 37:379, Jamuary, 1937,

%% o. ait.

17m14., p. 378

mﬁai'l R. Dgz:gmss and ;zm Campbell, ;Faeews Eelatei to
Failure in e Minnes 8 Junior High School,” Elementary Schoo
Journael 37: 187 mvg;ber, 1936. s ' o
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Twenty-three failing pupils were boys; only fourteen were girls « a
significant sex difference. The failures occurred lergely in the
beginning semester of Grade VII and in Grade IX. Socio-economic
swatus was found to de more important inl&ifferentiating‘batween
failmag_gupils‘andwnmrmal pupils than intelligence test ssores.
The authors reported that, "The failing pupils came, in large
proportions, from homes of the middle or lower class; all but fouyp
of the thirty-seven came from homes ranking in the lower third
among all Bomes of Mimneapolis junior high school pupils and not
one from & home in the upper third*“lg

A study of the oecupations of the fathers revosled that
Among the thirty~seven fathers there was not one professional man
nor one owner or chief executive in any petty business concerns.

The large majority of the fathers would be olas§ified as workers
in the various skilled and semi-skilled trades. 0

Why high school pupils leave school in Kansas City,
Migsouri. George Malehaggl superintendent emeritus of schools in

Kansas City, Missouri, found that fox‘ﬁhe school year 1943-~1944, one
out of every three pupils entering the Kansas City high schools
dropped out before graduation. "What are the main causes of this
dislike of mchool?™ was the question he asked t$he drop-outs. ™The

snawers to this question indicate that thers are only two main

91v14., p. 189,

2010¢. eit.

gl"why High School Pupils Leave Schools,"™ School Review
54:255, May, 1946. ' -
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causes, the teacher and the atudiea'”gz Melcher made the following

observations and recommendations:

The seventy-three who left because of teachers, failing
grades, dislike of school, and various miscellaneous reasons
are the responsibility of the school. Smaller classes, more
counseling, better teaching techniques, and more interested
and sympathetic teachers would probably have saved from
failure and withdrawal from school the major part of these
seventy-three pupils.23 '

Study of pupile dropping out of a midwestern high school.
In 1942-43 an attempt was made to determine the causes for pupils

dropping cut of a midwestern high school in a community of 7,000
located about sixty miles southeast of Ghicago.34’ The results of

this study would indieate that the only significant ﬁiffgrances
betwoen pupils dropping out of school and the entire student body

are economio status and attitude toward school, ™It follows, then,"
the reporter asdded, "that the number of pupils dropping out would

be amaller if it were possible to rearrange the school program in

such a way as to give pupils an opportunity to earn money and allow
_these pupils who are not scholars to obtain rewards in activities

25

and courses where scholastic ability is not of paramount importance.”

Why farm children leave school. No information was

221pid., p. 256.

23‘Lotz-. cit,

24¢, B, Smith, "A Study of Pupils Dropping Out of a
Midwestern High School," School Review 52:151 Maroh, 1944,

251bid., p. 156.
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avallable concerning reasons for farm children in Virginia withdrswe
ing from school. Surveys revealed that a large majority of the
drop-outs ;n the state were children of fermers, but no study of the
eauses of such conditions could be located.

An interesting study, underbaken in the University of
ginmaeta,% was confined to the two counties in that state, Sibley
and Morrison, which had in comparison with other counties of the
state t:he 1awa.s§; percentages of all sixteen~ and saveﬁgeamyearmolda
in school in 3;9@0. A survey of the graduates from Grade VIII during
the years 1941-44, inclusive, who did not enter some type of
secanﬁa:ﬁy gchool was made to deétermine why farm boys and girls do not
attend high school., This investigation diselosed that the ehildren
who did not enter high school were usually members of large families
and were conforming to the educational pattern of their older
brothers and sister. According to the final report, it was stated
that, "Factors such as lack of interest on the part of pupils,
fallure to adjust, lack of parental encouragement, and the farm help
problem are more often causes for dropping out of high school than
the factor of scholastie xnabimity."z?

The situations described in these brief summaries of the

work of investigators were quite similar to those found in Brookville

26;. ¥, Elkstrom, "Why Farm Children Leave School," School
Review 54: 231, April, 1948,
271bid., p. 237.



District, The recommendations included in these reports suggested
possible solutlions to various phases of the problem of this study,
the improvement of the schools of Brookville District of Campbell

County, Virginia,



CHAPTER IV

PROGRESS THROUGH THE ELEMENTARY GRADES
OF PUPILS ENROLLED IN GRADE I IN SEPTEMBER 1936

The problem of this study is the reorganization and improve~
ment of the schools in Brookville District of Ga.mpball County,
Virginia. It is the purpose of this chapter, therefore, to present
the findings with reference to conditlons in the elementary schools,
as secured through a study of pupil progress. The first part will
include data dealing with the group of pupils, enrolled in Grade I
in Brookville Distriet in September 1935, who progressed normally
through the first seven grades of schocl. The second part is con-
gerned with the group who did not make normal progress and will
deal with the causes and extent of retentlons and withdrawals in the

elementary schools in this district.

Grade I ~ Brookville Distriot, 1935-1936. In September

1835, 162 pupils were enrolled in Grade I in the four schools of
Brookville Distriot of Campbell County, Virginia. The enrollment by
gohools is given in Teble I. The class of seventy~¢ne at Brookville
was divided into two sections. At Mountain View there was only one
section, although fifty-four pupils were enrolled during the year.
The first and second grades were under one teacher at Forest Hill,
and the first four grades were combined under one teacher at

Tyreeanna,

26
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TABLE X
Enrollment in Grade I in Brookville Distriet, 1935-1936

Classified by Sex and School
Number of Pupils Enrolled

Sehool | __Boys ___Giris__Total
Brookville ..cveeenes 43 28 | 71
Forest HLIll ..iuvvnus 11 12 B3
Mountain View ....... 29 25 54
Tyreeanna . .rasecens 8 5 4
Total 92 70 162

These first grade pupils differed in age from one to Beven
years, The boys ranged in age from six to thirteen, the girls from
six to ten, as shown in Table II.

TABLE II
Age~Sex Distribution of Pupils Enrolled in Grade I

Brookville District, 1935-1936
Number of Pupils

Age 1n Years Boys Girls  Total
BAX  eesrencrineraceneeece 24 24 a8
SOVEN cesessvrssscvoveae OO 28 63
FAGRE  evererernerereens 23 14 37
Nin® sesevvervececsnnses 4 3 7
TON  ssesccarssenavessars L 1 2
EloVon cessessvrocveness B 2
TWeLlVE® suvsvassvrovserss B 2
Thirteen ..eeeecececcsse L 1




Retardation was the principal csuse of this 4ifference in
age; howsver, some of these pupils did not enroll until they were
eight or nine years of age. In one instance, a boy was i@pt out of
school until his younger sister was old enough to attend so that
they might enter together.

Twenty-sight of the 162 pupils had been in the first grade
for at least one year prior to 1935. With two exceptions, the re~
peaters were enrolled at Mountein View and Forest Hill Schools; 72
per cent of these repesters were boys. Table III shows that these
twenty~oight pupils were retarded from one %o four years; howsver,

twenty-three had repeated the first grade only ones.

TABLE 111
Retardation of Pupils HEnrolled in Grade I,

Brookville Distriot, 1935-1936, Classified by Schools

Number of Years Retarded
School One Two Thres TFour

m%mné A s B e RSt san 1

Fﬁrast Eill IZES ERRENE Y ¥ 4

?ﬁﬂuﬁﬁain View RN RN NN ls 2 a
Wﬁma X RS R R R AR R 1

Complete data on their progress through school was not
available for all of the 162 pupils included in the foregoing tables;

throughout the remainder of this study, therefore, the diacussion will



be based on the records of the 14l pupils for whom date were complete.

Pupils making nommal progvess through the elementary school,
The first phsse of the gtudy of progress through the elementary

school was concerned with the pupils who made normal progress. Of the
141 pupils enrolled in Grade I in September, 1835, 29 per cent com~
pleted their alemengaxy school course in June, 1942, Table IV shows
that 40 per cent of the girls made normal progress but only 20 per
gent of the boys were qualified to enter high school at the end of

seven years.

TABLE IV
Percentage of Pupils Making Normal Progress through the

Elameaﬁary School, Classified by'sex and School
Pereentage ¥eking Normal Praggaa

Schoel ] Boys Girls All Pupils
Brookville s.eeesess 18% 54% 32%
Forest HLllL +.vveene 20 45 33
Mountain View ...... 17 28 22

'Tyi’ﬂaam& I EE R EREXR X ] 53 29 23

All schools in the
Glatriod covenns 20. 40 28

At Brookville, Forest Hill, and Mountain View more girls
than boys pursued an uninterrupted course, but at Tyrecanna the

order was reversed. There one-third of the boys completed the work



30

in seven years and only one«~fifth of the girls. Forest Hill had ¢the
highest percentage of pupils completing the elementary school in
seven years, although these pupils were in combination grades. The
percentage of pupils making normal progress was lowest at Mountain
View, as shown in Table IV.

Further study was made of the group of forty~ona pupils who
made normal progress through the first seven grades to determine theé
extent to which they continued to make this progress. Table V shows
that only twenty-six, or 63 per cent, continued without interruption

until gradugtien from high school,

TABLE V

Pupils Who Completed the Elementary and Secondary School

Within Eleven Years, Classified by Sex and School

Number of Pupils Completing
Elementary School in 1942 High School in 1946

School "Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total
Brookville ..... 7 13 20 3 '10 13'
Forest Hill .... 2 5 7 0 4 4
Mountain View .. 4 6 10 0 6 5
'Tyreeanaa senes *ji _ii “:g _iz .iﬁ .ff
Total 16 25 41 6 20 26
Por cent 20% 40% 20%  37% 80%  63%

Again the girls tended to memke normal progress and 80 per
ecent of those entering high school in 1942 graduated in 1946. The

four pupils from Tyreeanna were the only ones who completed the
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elementary school in seven years and continued, as a ¢lass, 1o progress
noymally through the seecondary sshool. No boys from Mountain View of
Forest H1ll graduated in 1946, Only G0 per cent of the pupils who
completed the elementary school at Mountain View in the minimum

length of time continued such a record in high school.

Retentions in the elementary schools of Brookville District.

A study of the percentage of retentions of 141 pupils in Brookville
District revealed that more pupils fail in the primary grades, the
first, second and third, than in the upper elementary gredes. As has
bean stated, twenty-eight of the pupils enrolled in 1935 were repeaters.
Forty-two failed in 1935-1936. Thus 22 per cent of all who entered the
first grade were vretained. This percentage is four points higher than
the per cent of r&é?ntions in the first grade in the State of Virginia
in 1937, as quoted on page 15 from a study made by sixty-one super-
visors.

Teachers listed the reasons for retaining pupils in the
first grade in Brookville District in 1935-1936, as follows:

Inability to read  62% Change of school 9%

Mental deficiency  15% Poor attendance 18%.

Other reasons 1%

In addition to these reasons, it would appear that in each
school the first grade teacher was responsible for a group too large
to permit the attention to individual pupils which is commonly

accepted as a significant factor in normal pupil progress. A review
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of enmllmex‘:ms reveals that fifty~four pupils were enrclled in the
first grade at Mountain View and placed in one room with only one
teacher. A group of seventy~five first grade pupils at Brookville
was divided into two sections of approximately thirty-six pupils each,
The Forest Hill studenis were grouped with the second grade pupils
and at Tyreeanna one tescher taught the first four gradas,.

Throughout the first three grades, pupils wers promoted
"on long staming‘;, according to statements in teachers' reports.
After a pupil had been in e grade two ycars, he was automatically
promoted, Table VI shows a tendemey at Brookville School to fail
fewor pupils in the first grade and make a more careful survey on the
third grade level. The other schools in the distriet seem to retain

the greatest number in the firat or second grades.

TABLE VI

Porcentage of Retentions of 141 Pupils in Brookville Distriet

Clasasified by Grade and Elementary School

Ps rcenta_ge by Schaols

Grade Brookville Forest Hill Mt.View Tyreeanna chéi.ls
One 13% ':'52% | 25% | 30% | 22%
‘Two 24 10 25 36 24
Three 42 i9 19 0 30
Four 29 11 23 12 23
Five 10 14 11 28 12
8ix 20 23- 8 0 16

Seven 10 Q 0 5




Retentions in the fourth gmade comprised 23 per cent of
the pupils enrolled, with the highest rate at Brookville. For the
district as a whole, failure in the fifth and sixth grade was less
than for the fourth. Fewer puplils failed the seventh than any other
grade, An investigation of this situation revealed that at Mountain
View, the principsl, who was also the seventh grade teacher, followed
a policy of promoting all seventh grade pupils. This group included
not only those pupils who had attended Mountain Yiew throughout the-
elementary school, but also pupils from Tyreeanna who attended
Mountain View for the last yoar of their elementary school .c'aurse‘
This policy aceaunt;s. in part, for the marked decrease in the number
of retentions in the seventh grade as compared with all other grades.

".i'ea@hers in the upper elementary grades seldom stated a
regson for the retention of a pupil. Usually the scholagtic record
showed why he was retained. According to the promotion polisy in
affect in the district at that time, a pupil could fail two subjects
and still be promoted, provided thesge subjects did not include
spelling or arithmetic. Academic achievement was the determining
fastor in promotion.

An anelysis of the sybject failures of the pupils who
were yetained in Grades V, VI, and VII diselosed that 80 per cent
failed history, 64 per ocent failed arithmetic, 56 per cent failed
language, and 52 per cent failed geography. Each course involved

the use of reading as & tool, reading with comprehension rather
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than simply caliing words. Few pupils in the three grades failled
reading as such, yet failures occurred in courses which demanded
reading for information.

Upon further investigation into probable factors leasding
to the retention of pupils in Grades V, VI, and VII, it was found
that 32 per cent of the pupils in this study who failed in the upper
elementary grades had changed schools during the year. One extreme
oagse in this goup had attended six schools while he was in Grades V,
VI, and VIX. 1In 1940, he entered the fifth grade at Rustburg,
transferred L0 Mountain View on Pebruary 11, withdrew on March 295,

and completed the school year at Brookville.

Retarded pupils who completed the elementary school.
Evidence of the need for a raorganiza_tmn of the schools in Brookville

Distriet is found in the fact that ninety-nine of the 141 pupils
studied were retained in at least one grade in the elementary school.
No school program can be considered sdequate and adjusted to the
needs of the pupils when 70 per cent of the pupils are unable to
progress normally through the elementary school. A study of the
number of retarded pupils is shown in Table VII, together with the
extent of retardetion., Three girls and one boy, three years
retarded, finally completed the elementary school and the boy

entered high school, but withdrew in the eighth grade.
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TABLE VII
Number of Retaxded Pupils Who Completed the Elementary School

Classified as to School and Extent of Retardation
' T “Number of Retarded Pupils ,
Number of - ' All
Jears Retarded Brookville Forest Hill Mt.View Tyreeanna Schools

One year a8 3 13 0 24 o
Two years 3 1 1l 1 6
Three years 2 1 1 0 4

Percentage of
pupils retarded 37% 42% 60% 20% 45%

Drop~outs in the elementary school. Of the 141 pupils
for whom data were complete, seventy~five withdrew in the slementary
school. With one exception, every; drop-out was retarded at least
one year; 33 per cent of the drop-outs were retarded three years;
one pupll was six years behind higs elass. Table VIII shows that
every pupil who withdrew from Brookville, Forest Hill, and Mountain
View was retarded. The fact that 65 per cent of all retarded pupils
withdrew from the elemsntary school would indicate that retardation
- 48 8 significant factor in pupil elimination; therefore, the problem
( c;f retention in the schools of Brookville Distriet meeds further

investigation.
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TABLE VIIX
Retardation of Drop~outs in the Elementary Schools

Classified by School and Number of Years Retarded

Normal ___Number of Years Reterded - Pa;:':;ﬁ
School Progress One Two Thyee Four Five Six Retarded
Brookville 1 9 14 a4 2 1008
Forest Hill 8 2 100%
Mountain View 4 4 7 8 2 100%
Tyresanna 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 88%

Porcentage ¢of retard-
ation of drop~outs
by years ’ 9% 3% 336 16% % 1%

A digtribution according to age and grade attained, as shown
in Table IX, revealed that the median age of drop-outs for the district
was Tifteen years and the grade attained was the fifth. A study of
drop~ocuts grouped according to schools showed that Forest Hill not only
had the greatest holding power of the elementary schools but that the
pupils were farther advenced in school when they withdrew. Drop-outs
from Forest Hill had a median age of sixteen and had attained Grade LI,
For Brookville and Mountain View the medians were lower, the age was
fifteon and the grade fifth, Pupils who withidrew at Tyreeanna had a
median age of fifteen, but the median grade reached was only the
fourth, In this case, three of the nine drop-outs were reported by
the teachers as mentally deficient. The data from which these findings

were taken are presented in Tables XVII, XVIII, XIX and XX in the

Appendix on pages g9 gnd 70.



37

Age~Grade Distribution of Drop-cuts in the Elementary Schools

_Grede in Which Pupil Withdrew ____ Percentage

Age in Years I.v Ir 111 IV v VI ?II Total by Age
Nine 1 1 1.5%
Ten 1 1 1.5
Eleven il 1 1.5
Twelve 1 1 1.8
Thirteen 1 2 3 4,5
Fourteen 1 5 4 2 4 16 24
Fifteen 1 4 8 7 4 24 36
Sixteen 2 6 4 2 px 21
Seventeen — e — e 22 B 7.5

Total 3 4 5 12 17 17 8 66
Percentage

by grade 4,56 6% 7.5%18% 264 26% 12%

‘Meamn age 15 years Medmn, gr.aéé- v

Information concerning the remsons for withdrawals from the
elementary school was sought from academie records and cumulative
files of the pupils, statements in temschers' registers, and inter-
views with teachers and pupils. There was considerable disagreement
between regsons as given by teachers at the time of withdrawal and
those given by the pupil seversl years later. To the question,

"Why did you stop school?” the pupils usually answered, "Weat to work."



Thus they evaded the question by stating what they did after they
stopped school. The data secured were insufficient and pot reliable
enough to uge a8 a basis for determining the exact reasons for withe~
&mwai; however, a study of the records of the drop-outs revealed
ﬁiha‘b 30 per cent were failing their school work et the time of with~
drawal; 27 per cent withdrew soon after reaching the end of the
compulsory school attendance pericd. Withdrawal at this time may
have been prompted by fallure in school work, indifference, economic
d@ifrficulties, home influences, or other factors of equal importance
to the child concerned. Regardless of the reason for withdrawal,
the fact that more than one~fourth of the pupils enrolled in ths
elementary school withdrew at this age is evidence that there is
need for a revision in the elementary school program to the end

that pupils wl‘li want to continue their school work to its comple~

tion.

Study of parents of drop-ocuts and pupils continuing in

school. The reorganization of a school program should be dased on

a study of the parents of the community as well as the pupils beceuse
of the influence of environmental factors on the progress of the
ohild in school. Many of the studies reviewed in Chapter III indi-
cated that soclo~sconomic status of the pupll was a significant
factor in pupil elimination, An investigation of the education,
oceupations, and marital etatus of the pavents of the pupils in

this study was made to determine the relationship, if sny, between
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these factors and the progress of pupils in school in Brookville
District. This study also supplied valusble information concerning
the social, educational, and economic levels of the community to be
served by the Brookville school.

It wag found that the mother constituted a significant
factor in determining whether the child remained in school. If she
was a widow and unemployed, the child often dropped out of school
in order to earn a living. Likewise, according to the data pre-
sented in Table X, it would appear that the mother offered
encouragement for pupils to remain in school, as evidenced by the

fact that the mothers of all children still in school were living.

TABLE X
Percentage Distribution of Parents of Drop~outs and

Pupils in Sghool, Classified as to Marital Status

Marital Status Percéntggg of Parents of
of Parents Drop-outs Pupils in Schqel

Both parents living 80% 83%
Father dead 14 16

Mother dead 4 0
Parents divorced 2 4
Mothers remaining widows 13 9

PFoster parents 2 2
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TABLE XI
Peroeutage Dist.ribgt:,lon of Parents of Drop~outs and

Pupils in School, Classifled as to Employment

vt

Employment of _Percentage of Parents «;?.
_Parents ___Drop-outs Pupils in Schoal
Both parents employed 20% 20%

One parent employed 70 73
Father incapacitated 9 0

Neither parent employed 10 7

A study of the relationship between the employment of the
parent and the child's stay in school revesled that the father's
ability to work was a determmining faetor. Of the fathers of
drop~outs 9 per cent were incapacitated; 14 per cent were, dead, as
shown in Tebles X and XI. PRoth parents of 20 per cent of the
pupils were employed; therefore, this study does not reveal' &
significant relationship between the fact thet the mother was
employed away from home and the child's continuation in school.

The third comparison was made of the education of the
parents of drop-outs and pupils continuing in school. These data
are highly pignificant. Table XII shows the greatest difference
exists in the education of the fathers, Seventy-three per cent
of the fathers of pupils st4ll in school had completed the seventh

grade; only 47 per cent of fathers of drop-outs hed had an equal amount



of schooling., Even more significant is the fact that 13 per cent
of the fathers of drop-outs had never been to school. Every father
of children still in school had completed at least the firet grade

and 15 per cent had gradusted from high school.

TABLE XII
Percentage Distribution of the Parents of Drop-outs and

Pupils in School, Classified as to BEducation and Sex

____Perentage of Parents
Extent of Education __ Drop-outs  Pupils in School

of Parents Pather Mother Father Mother Total
Did not attend school 13% 1% 0 0 %
Withdrew in elementary

school 40 43 27 23 35
Completed elementary

school 47 56 73 ” 58
Withivew in high

school 10 16 18 35 8

Completed high school 0 3 156 9 8

Fouxr of the 186 parents, for whom data were available,
continued thelr education beyond high school. One mother of a
pupil in school completed a four year college course; one father
ati‘:en&é& business college, and one father attended a military
acadenmy., For the drop-outs, one mother attended two college summer
segssions. The median grade attained by the fathers of the drop-outs
was the sixth; for the fathers of the pupils in school, the median

grade was the seventh.



The occupations of parents is congidered one of the best
indices of the socio-econpomic status of pupils, The fourth study
of the parents of the pupils who entered Grade I in Brookville Dis-
triet in September 1935, wag baesed on the eecupations‘or the living
fathers, The ocoupations were many and varied. In the course of
eleven years, the period included in this study; these fathers had
engaged in a number of different occupations. ¥rom these the writer
choge the oceupation in which the father was engaged at the time the
child withdrew from school and the most recent occupation of the
fathers of pupils continuing in school. The school census of 1945
was the most recent and reliable source for this information.

Table XIII shows the occupations grouped under fourteen
categories, There was no professional man in the entire group.
Only one father owned his own business and he was the only foreigner
in the entire group. The greatest parcentage of fathers of pupils
in this district were engaged in manufacturing. The largest number -
fifteen ~ worked at the Craddoek-Terry Shoe Company; six at the paper
mills and four at the Thornhill Wagon Company. All of these
infustries are in the City of Lynchburg.

0f the fathers engaged in building and comstruction, eleven
were carpenters, three painters, one plumber, one heating contractor,
and one "pipe coverer®, In the fleld of transportation, seven men

worked on the railroad as engineers, conductors, or section hands.
Three fathers were bus drivers and one an airplane mechanic. The two
men engaged in personal ssyvice were barbers. Seventeen fathers were

farmers or dairymen. The unskilled laborers wers usually’truck drivers.



TABLE XIIT
Percentage Distritution of Living Pathers of Drop-outs and

Pupils 4n Sahool, Glassified According to Oecupatian

“Gccupations af ’ y:
Living Pathers S Dropaouts Pupils in Schoal All

Profecsiol seecvesssennesessas 0% o 0%
AETLOUIBUTE sivieersuseniave i8 6 14
Insurance .sseeseesersnessnss 0 3 1
MIning secevevvnossresnsonson 1 0 1
Manufacturing eseceevcisnronns 28 31 29
Transporbation ..eiveesssvacs 9 11 9
Garage and Filling Station .. 4 6 4
Retail, wholesale business ... 0 11 3
Off£100 WOXK savevsverssancres 0 3 1
‘Building and construction ...« 14 20 16
Public 802vice sesessvscinsve 2 & 3
Porgonal service sessvveosvse 1 3 2
Unskilled trades .i.seeivices 14 0 10
0 6

Eﬁ@mplOYablé Pesessas s sdnined g

A study of the relation betwssn the occcupation of these
Pathers and the education of nheir ehiLﬁraa,'ravaa1eﬁ that 88 per
of the children of farmers, all of the children of unskilled
laborers, and all of the children whose fathers were unemployable

dropped out of school b efore graduation. In this survey it was
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found that all children of painters and plumbers and 54 per eent
of the children of carpenters withdrew. Especial attention was
given the progress of those children whose fathers wore engaged
in transportation and, for this reason, might be eway from home

a gre&t‘ygxt of the time, It was found that the children of
railroad anginatrsldrupped outy ehildren of conductors made normal
progress ana graduated; and all of the c¢hildren of bus drivers
withdrew. These finﬁingé are of significance only in so far as
this study is concerned béeausa they are not based on enough

‘cases to be amccorded general application.



CHAPTER V

PROGRESS MADE THROUGH THE HICH SCHOOL BY PUPILS
ENROLLED IN GRADE I IN SEPTEMBER 1935

Sehools in Campbell County, Virginia, are organized
according to the seven - four plan, that is, seven grades in the
elementary schools and four ysars of high school. In Brookville
Digtrict four elementary schools feed into one consolidated high
school. Throughout this chapter the four years of high school will
be referred to as the eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, the
titles used in all records at Brookville High School.

Seventy-five of the 141 pupils in this study completed
the elementary school coursej six ended their schooling with the
completion of this work. The progress of the sixty-nine pupils
who entered high school will serve as a basis for this study of the
high school program in general. Speeific recommendaticns for the
improvement of Brockville High School will be based upon the record

of the forty-nine pupils who attended that particular high school.

Pupils making normal progress. Of the sixty-nine pupils

who entered high school, twenty-seven, or 40 per cent, graduated in
June 1946. Nineteen students completed the high school course
without failing & subject; five failed one, and three failed two

subjeets furing the four years.
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The twenty-seven graduates received their diplomas in
seven schools scattered throughout the State of Virginis:
Brookville High School, Campbell County 19
E.C.Glass High School, Lynchburg
Holy Cross Academy, ILynchburg
Lovingston High School, Nelson County

Naruna High School, Campbell County

BV e N

How London Acadeny, Bedford County

Newport High School, Giles County 1
0f the students who graduated in 1946, 70 per cent completed their
education in the consolidated high school in Brookville District;
only one attended a school out oef the distriet during the eleven
years. '

In addition to the graduates, twelve students sntered
their senior year in September, 1946. Of these, six were retarded
in the clementary school and six in the high schoel. Nine are
attending Brookville High School, two are seniors at E.C.Glass High
Sehool, and one a senlor at Amherst High School.

Tive students, although more than one year retarded, are
continuing their education during the session, 1946~-1947, One is
enrolled in the ninth grade st Altavista High School, one in the
ninth grade at Brookville, and three in the tenth grade at E.C.

Glass High Sehool.

Drop~outs in high school. Before recommendations were
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mad‘é for the reorganization of Brookville High School, surveys
were carried on to detemine the extent to which the present pro-
gram was meeting the needs of the high school pupils in Brookville
District: A study of drop-outs showed the holding power of the
school, the grade in which the greatest percentage of withdrawals
oceurred, the extent to which the offerings were meeting the needs
of boys and girls, and the causes and conditions leading to
withdrawal.

If the holding power reflects the extent to which the
nesds of the pupils are being.met, there is evidence to show that
the program offered at Brook‘rvilie High School is inadeguate,
Thirty-six per cent of all pupils entering high school withdrew
before graduation; 41 per gent of those enrolled al Brookville.
Especial effort needs to be made to regeh the boys, as evidenced by
the fact that 50 per cent of the boys who entered high school and
all of the boys from Mountain View and Forest Hill withdrew. Of the
girls, 26 per cent withdrew before gradustion.

The greatest percentage of withdryawals, 68 per cent,
occurred in the eighth grade. Of all boys who entered high school,
28 per cent withdrew during the first yesr, as did 20 per cent of the
girls. Of the seventeen drop~outs, one stayed in the grade one week;
three were enrolled six weeks, or until reports were issued for the
first time; three remained through two six-weeks periods. Four with-
drew at the end of the first semester, Four stayed throughout the
first year but did not return the following year. One of these would



have been promoted. Only two, a boy and a girl, feiled the eighth
grade and tried a second time. The boy stayed throughout the second
yoar, failed again and did not return; the girl withdrew at the end
of the second six-weecks period, although she was passing all of her
work except Mathematics I.

It was exceedingly difficult to cite one causs to which each
withdrawal in high school might be attributed. The principal ceuse
given on records and in teachers® registers was "lack of intersst.”
Often lack of interest is the result of failure in class work. 'Al-
though teachers gave "passed the compulsory school attenfance period"
as a reason for the withdrawal of 8 per cent of the drop~outs in high
school, as shown in Teble XIV, this cennot be considered a resson be-
cause the pupils had pasged the compulsory school attendance pericd
when they entered the eighth grade. Prior to 1943, the compulsory
attendance law did not apply to pupils who had completed the elementary
school course.

TABLE XIV
Reasons for Pupils Withdrawing from High School, Based upon Data

_Secured from Teachers' Registers and Cumulative Records

Reasons for Withdrawal , Percentage of Dropsouts
Lﬁék Of in‘bﬁl’eSﬁ RN NN R R R R RN E R TN SN N RS 36%
Failing B‘Qhool wﬁrk I S NN EENNEESENERESIFEERENERENRERNEENS 32
ECONOMAG sy vesnvonmnmasesssnssonsonnsanasnsnnsnneis 16

Pasged compulsory school attendance period ......

Entsz'ﬂﬁ ameﬁ f”cas (EE RN R RN RN SRR EE ]
marrie& I EE N NN RN ENEEENFEEEFENERENERERER R NENEERERNRNES 4

- > O
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The study of drop-outs in the elementary school disclosed
that 97 per cent had repeated one or more grades; therefore, retard-
abtion was considered an important factor leading to pupil elimina~
tion. Some factor or factors in addition to retardation led to
pupils withdrawing from high school, for 16 per cent of the drop~-outs
wore making normal progress at the time of withdrawal., Sixty-nine
pupils entered high school; twenty~five withdrew before graduation.
Twenty~one of the drop~outs were retarded, seventeen for only one

yoax,

Subject failures in the eighth grade ab Brookville High

School, The study of droppoute in the high school revealed that the
groatest loss occurred in the eighth grade. In an attempt to
determine the obstacles which puplls encountered in this gradse, an
investigation was made of the courses offered, the extent of failure
both as to subject field and elementary school in which pupils
received training,

Porty-nine students in this study were enrclled in the
gighth grade at Brookville High School. There were two ssections of
approximately fifty pupile each. In addition to the regular class~
room teachers, two student teachers from Lynchburg College assisted
in the English and social studles elasses. Every pupil followed an
academic program camposed of English, social studies, general
mathematics, and general science. Only 53 per cent of the eighth

grade pupils passed every subject. Table XV shows that 17 per cent



failed only one subject; 10 per cent failed every subject,

TABLE XV
Pergentage of Subjeet Failures and Withdrawals in the Eighth Grade at

Brookville ‘High school clasaiﬁeé by School anﬁ Rumber of Subjacts Pailed

Number of subjects Faile& l’emenggga of Pugi;’ g
Elementary School Nome One Two Three ~ Four .Failing-  Withdrawn
Brookville 60% 17% 10% 13% 0% 40% 7%
Forest Hill 66 16 0 0 i6 33 33
Mountain View 28 22 6 17 28 e 39
Tyreeama 100 0 0

All schools 5% 1Y 8 12 10 47 19

When only 53 per cent of the students enrolled in the elghth grade
are able to pass all of the work gssigned, there is evident need of
a reorganization of the program to provide experiences through which
pupils might strengthen and further develop abilities in the basioc
skills and also t;s inelude opportunities through which they might
explore new areas of work as a means of determining the field of
work most appropriate to their needs and interests.

The problem of subje¢t failures was approached from the
standpoint of the subjeet failed in which the greatest percentage of
failures cccurred. Subject failures in the upper elementary gredes,
as reported on page 34, were in the field of social studies most

often. Fallure in arithmetic ranked second. According to data
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presented in Table XVI, this order is reversed for the eighth grade.
The most decided weakness is in mathematics, especially for pupils
from Mountain View. Brookville and Mountain View pupils have
diffieulty with social studies., However, although the greatest
weakness, for the grade as a whole, is in mathematics and socisl
studies, there geems 40 be dofinite weakness in every subject field,
Such evidence shows the need of a study of both elementary and

secondary courses as to subject matter, instruction, and offerings.

TABLE XVI
Percentage Distribution of Subject Faillures in the Eighth Grade at

Breakvilla High Schaol Qlaaaified by Schaol anﬂ Sabjeot

Suhjact Faile& .
English Social Stu&ies Mhthem&tics Seience

Elementary SGhocl

Attended

Brookville 6% 24% 24% 17%

Forest Hill 16 16 33 16

Mountain View 33 50 77 44

Tyreeanna 0 0 t] 0
All schools 15 30 40 24

Significant contrasts appsared when the students from the
four "feeder™ schools were placed in the same clagses under the same

instructors and yet varied in their work to the extent revealed in

Tables XV and XVI.
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Pupils from Tyreeanns who entered high school had an
unusual record of no failures, no withdrawals. However, the
progress of four students can hardly be a sound basis for con-
clusions as to the efficienty of the two-room school.

Pupils from Mountain View School made the poorest vecord
in the eighth grade. Of the pupils from this school who entered
high sehool, 72 per cent failed at least one subjeot; 33 per cent
failed all four subjects; 39 per cent withdrew during the eighth
grade. Table XVI shows that pupils from Mountain View have
diffieulty in every subjeet field. A thorough investigation should
be made to determine the cause of such weakness, and such = large
percentage of failure and withdrawal. Without exception or condi-
tion, every one of these pupils wasg promoted into high school
without having to repeat the seventh grade; nevertheless, only
28 per eent of the same pupils were promoted the following year

‘imte the ninth grade. Such conditions should provoke a study of
thg promotion poliecies as well as the offerings, instruction, and
organization of the Mountain View Scheol.

On the basis of the findings of the study ar\aanaitians
in the eighth grede at Brookville High School, recommendations are
made for the reorganization of the eighth grade program and the
elementary school course, Although the needs of boys and girls
in the elemantary school are more generalized, there is need for

an enviched program of ztudies in addition to the usual subjects
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offered in the schools in Brookville Distriet.

Subject failures in Gradesg IX, X, and XI. There were

twenty subject failures in Grade IX, 50 per cent of which were in
Mathematies I, an advanced course in algebra usually chosen by
students especlally interested in the subject or those praparing
o snter college. Such a large percentage of failure in an
elective subjeot would indicate a problem in instruction and sub-
Ject mabter included in the course, as well as lack of preparation
on the part of the pupils enrolled.

Of the failures in the ninth grade, 25 per cent were in
English, There werae only three failures in the tenth grade. ‘wo
sophomores failed History III, American History, and one junior
failed English IIX, aAmerican Literature. So far, no ghbudent in

the eleventh grade has failed to graduate.



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

This study of the pupile who enrolled in Grade I in
Brookville Distriet in 1835 heas revasled much intersting and
valuable information about the pupils, schools, parents, and
conmunitios in the area of Campbell County, Virginia. The
conmunities are similar and the inhebitents ere engeged in
practically the same types of work. Forest Hill and ﬁaemﬁm
are alike in types of hemes, occupations of the inhabitents, and
the percentags of home-owmers, The Mountain View community is
composed almost entirely of factory workers who live in small lowe
ront homes in & orowded neighborhood just outslide the city limita
of Lynchburg. Tyroeanns is similar to Houantsin View in that its
inhebitsnts are prineipally fastory workers; however, thess worksrs
own small farms in 8 less arowfed area, The families of Mountaln
Tiew move most often ag evidenced by the large gax-éentaga of
pupile 4in this comuunity changing scheola.

The achools in Brookville Distric¢t are of four types, as
to organization; Tyreeanna is a two-room school; Forest H1ill has
four teachers for seven grades; Mountain View has a full staff of
seven teachers; Brookville Zlementary School, with eleven teachers,
is housed in the same bullding with the high school. The four

schools face the same problems but in varying degreea.
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The first phase of this study of conditions existing in
the schools of Brookville District was a survey of the progress
made by pupils enrclled in Grade I in 1938. The investigation was
conducted to determine the extent and cause of retention, the extent
of withdrewal, and the factors leading to pupil elimination. Only
19 per cent of the pupils made normsl progress through both elementary
and high school and graduated in 1946. 'This fact alone indiecates
that the schools are not adjusted to the needs and abilities of
the pupils enrolled.

Ninety-nine of the 141 pupils in this study were retarded
at least one year. In the slementary schools, a larger percentage
of pupils were retained in the primary grades, Grades I, II, end III,
than in all of the upper elementary grades combined. The grestest
percentage of retentions, for the district, occurred in the third
grade. In the primary grades, promotion was based to a large extent
on the pupil's ability to read; therefore, it is recommended that
promotion be based on three years of ungraded work in oxder that
provision may be made for the pupils of varying abilities,

In the upper elementary grades few teachers stated reasons
for retention because it was understood that no pupil who failed
three or more subjects could be promoted, Fallure to pass the
required courses accounted for most of the retentions. The subjects
most often failed were history, arithmetiec, language, and geography.

For pupila retained in Grades V¥, VI, and VII change of school and
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poor attendance were factors related to retention.
Sixty-six of the 141 pupils enrolled in Grade I in 1935
withdrew before completing the elementary sehool course; six
completed the first seven grades but d4id not enter high school;
twenty-five dropped out of high school before graduation. From the
data gathered in this study, the following summeries are drawn
concerning the pupils who withdrew before ocompleting their education:
1. The median age of drop-ocuts was fifteen years. Pupils
who withdrew from Forest Hill School wers older and
farther advanced than the drop-outs from any other
elementary school in the district. The percentage
of pupils withdrawing was greoatest at Mountain View
School.

2. Retardation wag a strong factor leading to pupil
elimination, particularly in the elementary -school,
The median grade attained was the fifth for the
elementary school, the eighth grade for the high
school drop-outs,

3. The principal reasons for withdrawal, as given by

teachers in the elementary and high school, were
Pailing school work and lack of interest. In high
school, 16 per cent of the pupils enrclled withdrew
to go to work.

It is recommended that the offerings of the slementary

school be broadened t¢ include experiences in which the retarded
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ohild might succeed. The primary emphasis of these schools, in
which so many pupils are retarded, should bde lightened with regard
to academic achievement and expanded to inelude as well experiences
designed to secure development of a well~balanced personality.

An investigation of the edueation, occupation, and marital
status of the parents of the 141 pupils who were enrclled in
Brookville Distriet revealed several factors clogely related to the
child*s stay in school., If the mothexr were a widow and unemployed,
the child often dropped out of school. Likewise, the fatherts
ability to work was a determining factor in the child's stay in
school. Thus it is evident that the economic status of the pupil
is closely related to the pupil's failure to c¢omplete his school
work.

Relationghip was found between the education of the parent
and the tendency for the child to drop out of school. The lower
the educational level of the parent, the greater was the tendency
for the child to withdraw. Investigation of the occupations of the
living fathers disclosed that withdrawing pupils came most heavily
from the homes of farmers and unskilled laborers. The largest
percentage of parents in the study were engaged in manufacturing.

The four elementary schools in Brookville District were
compared as to holding power, percentage of pupils making normal
progress, percentage of drop-outs, and success of pupils entering

high school., TForest Hill had the highest percentage of puplls



completing both elementary and high school; Tyreeanna had the
largest percentage meking normal progress. Although Mountain
View ranked second in the percentage of pupils entering high school,
these pupils made the poorest record in e%ery subject in the eighth
grade and 54 per cent of them withdrew in this grade. Only 50 per
cent of the pupils who comyleted the elementary school in the
minimum length of time continued such a record in high school.

On the basls of the findings of this study of the elementary
schools it is recommended that the schools be reorganized in éuch a
way that the c¢lasses will be smaller; a more comprehensive program
be offered; one principal who has had training and experience as an
administrator be'made responsible for the entire elementary program
for the district, and speciml provision be made for the social and
emotional growth of the child, In schools such as these, in whieh
70 per cent of the pupils are retarded, the teacher needs to give
more individusl attention to the pupila; the slow learner demands
so much of her time that others in the c¢lass suffer. Through a
gseries of successful experiences the slow pupll may overcome hig
feeling of insecurity. Less emphasis needs to be placed on academic
achisvement and more on the development of the personality of the
child.

A third phase of the reorganization of the schools of
Brookville High School centered around the consolidated high school

into which the four elementary schools fed, The greatest number of
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high schoel students withdrew in the eighth grade -~ 28 per ecent
of the boys and 20 per cent of the girls enrolled. The principal
reason given by the teachers was "lack of interest® but no indica-
tion was given as to what had led to loss of interest. All pupils
were enrclled in the same subjects but only 53 per cent were able
to pass all four courses, Seventy~two per cent of the pupils from
Mountain View falled at least one subject; 28 per cent failed every
subject, OSuch figures indicate not only a weakness in preparation
but also the fact that the high school program needs to be adjusted
to the needs and abilities of the pupils enrolled. Brookville High
School held only 59 per cent of the high school students and only
50 per cent of the boys enrolled, These facts reveal the need for
& reorganization of the entire program in such a way that the offerings
will include courses which would appeal to the boys in particular.
Especial reorganization is needed in the eighth grade, as
evidenced by the fact that only 53 per eent of the pupils passed
all four supjects offered freshmen, and 19 per cent of the pupils
withdrew, Guidance in soclial and personal problems is needed in
addktion to the traditional educational guidance. An orientation
progran is recommended as a means of acguainting seventh grade
students with high school life and asetivities before they enter the
eighth grade. The limited offering of English, mathematics, general
gcience, and social studies should de expanded to include explora-
tory courses in vocational fields, fine and practical arts, and the

like.
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Brookville High School should provide sdequate preparation
for the ¢ollege~bound group, prepare pupils for occupations, and
assist students in finding programs apprapﬁate t0 their needs and
in which they can succeed. The entire high school may be said to be
adequate if it serves ;all of the pupils and prepares them to be

worthy citizens of tomorrow.



CHAPTER VII

RECOMMENDATIONS

The findings of this study of pupil progress seem to

warrant the following recommendations for the rsorganization of the

schools in Brookville District:

1,

That the emphasis of the schools be placed on the
development of a well-balanced personality as well as
gecomplishment in subject ﬁatner fields.

That promotion in the primary grades be made at the
end of the third year, thus allowing three ysars in
which pupile may mature, become adjusted to school,
develop satisfactory work habits, and learn to read

and write. Pupils should move along at their own speed
under the guidance of a teacher carefully selected and
assigned to & small group for the three year period.
That the elementary schools of Brookville District be
reorganized so that the teaching load may be reduced,
combination grades eliminated, and the entire program
ad justed to the needs and abilities of the pupils to be
gerved. Preparation in the tool subjects should be
improved, particularly reading with comprehension. A
well~rounded balanced edueatidhal experience should be

provided in an elsmentary school program, such as
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outlined by the Virginia Depertment of Education, in
whioch time would be provided for routine and mainte-
nance activities, work around social prodlems,
creative and cultural activities, physiecal education,
practice in the skills, and the solution of personal
problems of boys and gir&s.l FPurthermore, it is
recommended that through courses in musig, art and
manual training, home sconomics, and agriculturs
retarded pupils participate in experiences in which
they may succeed and thus overcome a feeling of
insecurity and failure. The entire program should be
flexible encugh to allow pupils to participate in
activities in which they may grow emotionally and
socialiy. By thus salvaging the lives of these
"problem children”™ ~ the feeble-minded, emoticnally
retarded, delinquent, precocious, prepsychotic -

the school would have a part in eliminating annoying
symptoms of disturbances in behavior and aid in the
restoration of the family unit, Such a program would

be of service to the community, the state and the nation.

lDabnay S. Lanecaster, George J. Oliver, and Helen Ruth
Henderson, "Course of Study for Virginis Elementary Schools, Grades
I - VII,™ Bulletin of State Board of Education, Vol. 25. Richmond,
Virginia Virginia State Department of Education, 1943, p. 7.
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That an adequate guidance program be introduced to
supplement the traditional educational guidance offered
in the high school, The teasher in every grade should
work more closely with the pavent in plamning coopera-
tively the course which the child follows. It is
recommended that particular attention be given the
orientation of pupils entering high school, in order
that the adjustment which many students undergo upon
entering a large departmentalized school may dbe
lessened, Guidance On the secondary level should
include vosational guidance. Exploratory courses in
the eighth grade should offer sxperiences in many
fields of work from which the student with the help

of the instructor may make his choice. Guidance in
personal and social problems is of importance,
particularly in the eighth grade when many students
are having to make adjustments to physical as well as
environmental changes, The freshman homeroom teacher,
chosen because of her interest in and understanding of
adolesoents, should be assigned a asmall group of pupils
and providsd an opportunity to carry on uninterrupted
conferences on prodlems of éoncarn to her students.
That Brookville High School offer a comprehensive

educational progrsm, which should include the following:
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A broad and varied program of general education
that will provide an opportuniﬁy for high school
pupils to study and work toward the solution of
their personal and social problems.

Advanced academie¢ courses which would. prepare
pupils to pursue successfully work in college.
General shop work through which pupils would
develop manipulative skills and become acquainted
with trades and industries.

Vocational training in agriculture, home sconomies,
diversified ocoupations, and commercial courses.
Study end training in the fine erts, including
vocal, band, instrumental, and choral music,
painting, drawing, dramatics, speech, and the like.
Adequate instruction in heslth and physical educa-~

tion, including athletics, with provision for space

~and necessary eguipment.

A variety of activities and organizations through
which the talents and interests of pupils may be
stimulated and developed.

Specialized training in all areas for those who
posgess lnterest and aptitude and do not expect to

pursue thelr education after high school.

6. That the eighth grade be reviged to 1n¢1ude further
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training in the basie skills through courses such as
English, reading, mathematic¢s, and the social studies,
Short introductory courses in the fine arts and
practical arts should provide an opportunity for pupils
to explore their interests and talents and thus plan a
four-year course toward definite goals and based upon
needs and interests. Throughout the eighth grade an
effort should be made to sssist pupils making the transi-
tion from elementary o high school through guidance and
the study of personal and social problems. It is
recommended that especial study be made of potential
drop-outs, such as retarded pupils, and every effort dbe
made to guide them into programs in which they could
succesd.

That the schools of Brookville District maintain a close
relationship between home and school through direct
contact with the home and through parent-teacher associa-
tiona, a visiting teacher, welfare workers, and the like.
A parent-teacher association recognizes the home and
school as interdependent educationsl agencies. Such an
organization -would provide an opportunity for parents
and teachers to study problems, such as child develop~
ment! guidénce, family life, and derive a better under-

standing of the child and the responsibilities of schoel
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and home in training the child. Parent education
should be one of the functions of the school.

A visiting teacher, trained and experienced
in the fields of education and social service, should
serve as a liaison officer between the home and school,
interpreting the school to the parent and the home
situation to the teacher. As the social worker of the
school staff, she should be concerned with problems
and conditions which promote or interfere with the
success of the c¢hild in school. From the parent ghe
secures infomation about the child's out-of-school
life. She informs both parents and teachers of the
services of organizations, such as the Campbell CGQnty
Health Unit, Guidance Clinies, X-Ray Cliniea, which are
availgble for child and parent.
That the school, through its own educational program
and through cooperation with other community agencles,
make every possible contribution to raising the
standard of living, soclally and ec¢onomically, in the
homes of the community. The study has revealed some
conditions affecting the quality of living in the
community which the school may well attack directly;
other conditions appear also which the school might

attack in coopsration with other community agencies.
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Brookville District offers a challenge to the schools
to modify and enrich their program to such an extent that the needs
of the pupils will be met, pupils will remain in school longer,
and will be better prepared to do the job for which they are best
fitted. 'The school program may be considered adequate when it
provides the community with wellwadjusted individuals who will
aceopt their responsibilities as citizens. It is the ambition of
the guzhor that this study will provide the basis for a plan of
action by which the schools of Brookville District may be

reorganized to serve the pupils and the community.
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