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Chapter I

Farly Settlements and Settlers

Chesterfield County, Virginia is & penlnsula twenty
miles wide and about twenty-eight miles long, lying between
the James end Appoumattox Rivers, with an area of four hune
dred and eignty-four square miles, It 1s divided into three
natural Heglons approximately equal in area: the northern
divlision lying between the James River and Falling Creek,
the central division lying between Falling Creek and Swift
Creek, and the southern division lylng between Swift Creek
and the Appomattox Rlver. About one third of the county
lies in the tidewater sectlon and the rest in the pledmont
section of Virglnia, the line of demarcation running north
and south from the falls of the James to the falls of the
Appomattox., Alon;, the stretches of the rivers and creeks
the soll 1s a very fertile sandy loam, becoming lighter and
less fertile towards tie iInterlor and almost seml-sterile in
some portions of the western uplands.

Hed Sir Christopher HNewport followed, to the letter, the
instructions given him by tihe Virginia Company of London he
would probably have planted the flrst permanent English
settlement in America at Dermmuda Hundreds, IHe was instructed
to: "Go as far inland as a bark of fifty tuns will float...
the further up the better..s to a place easlily fortifled,

Find a fertile and wholesome place." (1) The James 1is

(1) Brown, Alexander, The Cenesis of the United States,
Houghton HMifflin Co., New York, 1800, Vole le P. B1l.




(2)

navigable for a {ifty ton boat to this point, It was de=-
scribed later by Dale as "a most hopeful site, whether we
respect commodity or security (which we principally aime at)
against forraigne designs and invasions." (2)e

The section now known as Chesterfield County was flrst
visited by Englishmen on May 24, 1607 on theilr journey to
explore the river to its source. They went as far as the
falls of the James River, where Newport erected a cross with
the inscription "Iacobus Rex 1607" and his own name below,
and named the river "King'!s River"., The party consisting of
Captes Newport, Capt. John Smith and twenty others, having
thus incurred the displeasure of Chief Powhatan and wishing
not to cause any further friction with him, started the re-
turn trip to Jamestown.(3) They returned that day only as
far as the town of the Arrohatecks and Appomattox Indlans
where they spent the night ™ and stayed there the next day
to observe the height thereof, and so with many signs of
love we departed. The next day the queene of the Appomattox
kindly entreated us, her people being no less contented then
the rest? (4) The site of the village of the gueene of the

Appomattox was the present SBermuda Hundreds.(5) The following

(2) Brown, Alexander, The First Hegublic in America, Houghton

*
(3) Smith, John, The Travels and Viorks of Capt. John Smith
(edited by Edward Arber) J. Grant Co., LEdinburg, 1910 V le.P.46
(4) Tyler, Lo Ge-Narratives of Early Virginia, Smith's True
Relatlions, liew Yorke Scribner & Sons, 19§V,A§.34
(5) Ibid P, 34




(3)

day (presumably liay 26) they left for Jamestown arriving
there liay 27.(6) No settlements were made, but explorations
were made in a sectlon, which was destined to furnish the
sltes for the next two important towns to be settled after
James town,

In ilay 1611 Sir Thomas Dale was made Lieutenant Governor
of Virginia and lmmedlately set about restoring order and
putting the people to work, In August Sir Thomas Gates came
as Governor and inmediately Dale turned over authority to
him and acquainted him with his intentions of bulldling a new
town farther up the river, Gates readily agreed to this and
gave Dale three hundred and fifty men of his own cholece to
build the new town. (7) By August 17 he had arrived at the
new site, for on that date g reports, in a letter to the
Earl of Salisbury, his impressions of the desirableness of
the new seat as: 80 mlles up our river from Jamestown where
I have surveyed a convenlent, strong, healthle and sweete site
to plant a new towne in (according as I had in my instructions
upon my departure) there to bulld from whence might be no more
remove from the principall site,”"(8) The south bank of the
river they called the Salisbury side after the Earl of Salis-
bury, and the north bank they called Popham after Justice

Popham of the English court. These territories were

(6)Smith's, Travels and Works (Arber ed) V,1, P, 70

(7)sStith, Wililam, The History of the Firsi Discovery and
Settlement of Virginia , Wm Parks, Willlamsburg, Va.PeP 122-125
Also see Smith's liistory of Virginia Vol, 2, P,P 1llel3

(8) Brown, The Genesls of the U, S Vole 1, P, 504




(4)

frequently so designated by the early settlers and commene
tators. This new seat was at that time on the Popham side,
but the river later changed its course, (see map Opp. P&
putting 1t on the south or Salisbury side.(9)

In the beginning of September 1611, having become settled
definitely on the new site, Dale securely environed it with
a palisade from attack by the savage Indlans, and, 1n honor
of Prince Henry, named it Henrico, This site lay upon a
neck of land surrounded on three sldes by the river with exw
ceedingly steep and high banks, which, with the palisade
across the neck made 1t inaccessable., Dale ilmmediately set
about building first a church and then at ocach corner a high
wateh tower, Three streets were developed with well framed
houses, furnishing lodging for himself and men, and store=
houses for provisions and equipment. On the verge of the
river he constructed five houses "to house the better sort
ofjpeople and to prevent a surprise attack from the Indiansf$
(10) The foundations of these builldings are still visible
and a monument has been erected marking the site of Henri-
copolis. Across on the south bank they constructed a pale
about two and one half miles long for further protection and
as an inclosure for hogs. Thils was secured by four forts:
Charity Fort, Elizabeth Fort, Fort Patience, and lMount lMalady.
Dale called this neck Faith in Hope and Coxendale, i111)

(9) Brown, The Genesls of United States, Vol. 1, P. 504
(10) Stith, Wiliiams History of Virginia P.P, 124-125
(11) Ibiga,




(5)

Coxendale became the permanent name and the farm occcupying
the same sector in the bend of the river 1s now known as
Coxendale farm. The most lmportant of these forts was Hount
Malady where a "guest house™ or hospitsl was built "upon a
high and dry situation" with eighty beds for the sick and
wounded, Capable attendants were placed there "to attend
them for their comfort and recovery"f{l2) Somewhat to the
southeast of Coxendale iir. William Whitaker, the preacher
at Henrico, selected as the spot for his parsonage. He
empaled one hundred acres of glebe land, upon which the
parsonage was built, and called it Roek Hall. (13)

Another notable landmark established by Dale was when
he fortlfied a neck of land south of Coxendale which was
formed by a loop in the James River. This was fortified by
constructing a canal across the neck wilth a palisade on the
bank, Dale had seen millitary service in Holland and was
familiar with this type of fortification., He, therefore,
called 1t Dutch Gap because of its resemblance to the Dutch
canal fortifications.(14) This is at the point where later
Henricopolis was established.

Deputy Goveruor Dale was not free from serious difficultles
during the time that e was bullding the town of Henricus. In
February and liarch of 1612, when the town was nearly completed,

many of his men deserted and ran away to the Indians. Some

(12) sStith, William, History of Virginia P, P. 124-125
(153 Stith, wWilliam, History of Virginia P, 125
(14) Cridiin, William Eroa&gus, Colonial Virginia (Pageant ed)

Williams Printing Co., Richmond, Va. 1923 F.é. 43, 44, 45,




(6)

never returned and Dale severely executed every deserter

that he caught. lie was & stern soldler and took extreme
measurcs to so terrorlze the other men as to prevent the
further recurrence of such dlsorders. Ile attributed these
beginnings of insurrections and dissatisfactions to "Webbes
and Prices designe", apparently pinning the blame on these
two nmene.(15) Dale's attention was soon drawn from the ine
ternal troubles at Henricus to some depredations of neighbolre
ing Indians. "About Christmas 1612 Sir Thomas Dale, to avenge
some injurlies of the Appomattox Indiana, agsaulted and ook
thelr town without the loas of a2 single man", (16) This

town was situated at the confluence of the James and Appo=
mattox Rivers about five miles over land from Henricus,

Dale declded to settle it and bulld a city., He instantly
called it New Dermmdas because of 1ts resemblance to the
Derrmda Islands. He then "annexed many miles of Chempion
and Woodland ground" in several hundreds: Bermuda Hundreds,
Upper and Nether Hundreds-, Digges Hundred, and Rochedale
Hundreds. Thils was enclosed by a palisade elight miles long
from river to river. Rochedale Hundred was made secure by

a cross palisade four miles longe. ilogs and cattle were

made secure wilthin this inclosure and were permitted to graze
over an area of about twenty miles in circuit. Frult trees
were planted and "fifty faire houses along the circult of the

inclosure” were bulit,(17) These houses, constituting Bermuda

(15) Brown, Alexander, The First Republic in America, Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston and New York, 1898. P. 158,

(16) Stith's Histo of Virginia P.P. 124-125, Also see
Brown's First Repu%?ie Pe Te 104=195,
(17) Stith's iilstory of Virginia P, 125,




(7)

City were not bullt untll the Aubumn of 1613, for Dale
"Postponed the building of the City of DBermuda until after
the harvest of the first crop of corn.,”"(18) The town was
incorosorated in 1614, (19)

In 1614 Dale made specilal arrangements with the new
planters in the vicinity of Berrmuda City and Hundred, where-
by they were bound to perform certaln servlices for the land
granted them for three years (February 1614 to February 1617)e.
Then they were to have toth their land and their freedom.
This was the beginning of free farming by Englishmen in
America, (20) Hot all the persons at Dermuda Hundreds were
granted this privilege and distinction, but only those who
had distinguished themselves for industry and trustworthiness
were permitted to become tenants. Others less distinguished
were forced to work on the common land for the common store.
(21) This practice of giving land to worthy settlers which
was begun under Dale at Bermuda Hundreds soon found expression
in a declaration of the Virginia Company of London. In 1616
this company declared that the land on both sldes of the
king's river would be dlvided into fifty acre tracts and
given to members of the company who had contributed money
and to settlers who l.ad risked their lives.(22)

Sir Thomas Dale left Chesterfield County and Virginia

(18) Arver's ed,Works of Capt. John Smith P, 510

(19) Ibid.

éig) Brown, Alexander, The First Republic in America,P.P.209=
L ]

(21) Bruce, P, Ao Economic History of Virginia in the Sevenw

teenth Century, The liack an Co. liew York, 1898, Vol.

P.210.

(22)Brown, Alexander, The Genesls of the U, S. Vol.2, P. P

774=-779 YA Brief Declaration by his Hajestles Council for

Virginia."
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(8)

in 1616, having firmly established the settlements around
Henricus and Berrmuda lundreds. At Henricus he left Captain
Smaley in command and Rev, VWWilliam Wickham, minister, At
Bermuda Nether Hundreds and City he left Captaln Yeardley
in command end Rev, Alexander Whitaker, minister, (23) The
nucleus established by these settlements soon developed and
maltipllied along; the lower stretches of the two Rivers and
the several creeks which are tributary to these rivers. (see
map opposite page_ & )e These sturdy settlers beceome
falrly comfortably situated for several years and the populaw
tion grew rapidly for about a decade., Some of these settle-
ments, which have become permanent landmarks in the modern
county, not only appear on the map mentloned above, but will
be indicated in tie succeeding paragraphs of this chapter.

Rochedale Hundred and Coxendale were established by Dale
in 1613 and 1611 respectively. Rochedale Hundred lies east-
ward from ilienricus in a very fertlile neck of farming land,
later known as Jone's HNeck and leadowville, Coxendale which
has been described above was a part of the Henrico settlement.
(24)

Before his departure in 1616, Dale authorized that one
hundred acres of i1is parish was to be divided into lots for
a town to be called Gatesville, so named in honor of Sir
Thomas Gates, Dale's superior officer. The site of this town

was west of lienricus on the main land., The town had & short

(23)Brown, Alexander, The Genesls of The U, S, Vol. 2, P.782.
(24)Tyler, L. Ge The Cradle of the Republic, Hermitage Press,
Richmond, 1906, P, 216,




(9)

existence and became extinct as a town after the massacre
of 1622, However, 1its wharf on the James River became a
shipping polint for produce from the neighboring county. It
became permanently known as Osborne's wharf, so called be-
cause Captain Thomas Osborne acquired a patent of land of
one thousand acres there dated Feb, 6, 1637. (25)

Proctor's Creek, a small creek about three miles north
weat of Coxendale, was so named for "liistresse Alice Proctor",
wife of John Proctor, who defended her home on the north bank
of the creek agalnst the massacre of 1622, (26) Later Captain
Thomas Osborne obtained a patent of five hundred acres here
in 1637, (27)

Kingsland Creek early was settled near the James River,
but was to become more famous as the seat of the Branch
family in Virginia when in 1634 Christopher Branch obtained
a lar_e land patent along its benks. (28) Adjoining the
Kingsland plantations was Shefflelds established in 1619
and bearing the name of its owner who was a victim of the
massacre of 1622, This was a large plantation with a
commodious dwelling. (29) Seth Ward and his family later
made this thelr home, having obtained a patent of 1t on
liay 30, 1634. (30)

(25) Tyler, L. Ge Cradle of the Republic, P, 217, also sce
Henrico Land Patent Book # 1, State Land Office, State
Capitol, Richmond, Va,
(26) Tyler, L. G. Cradle of the Republic, P, 217.
527) lenrico Land Tatents Book # 1, Pe D12

28) Henrico Land latents Book # 1, P. 326

(29) TyIer, L. G. Cradle of the Republic, P, 218
(30) Henrico Land Patents Book #1, P, 148




(10)

Falling Creek is perhaps one of the best known creeks
in Virginia, having become prominent when in 1619 the first
Iron Works in America was establlshed there, and along 1ts
banks were located several famous colonial estates--notably
among them was the eleven hundred acie estate of the colonial
surgeon, Dr. Thos. Mathews, Patented 1639, and a little later
the seat of the Carys, Ampthill, established 1732, Just
north of Ampthill and situated upon a bluff on the James the
town of Varwick was bullt and became a thriving town with
good buildings in the early colonisl period. Warwick was
larger and more important than Richmond up to the time of
the Revolution. (31) Lying up the river from Warwick about
three miles is Whitby situated on Goode's Creeck, This was
the home of Col. John Goodg an ardent supporter of Bacon's
Rebellion, and later the home of his son, Willlam Goode, the
famous horse breeder. (32)

The Appomattox River and Swift Creek sector was also being
settled during this period. Conjurers lleck the seat of the
Kennon femlly, was established by Richard Kennon at a very
early date., Edward Tunstall in 1642 received a patent of
one hundred and {ifty acres "bounded south upon the falls of
the Appomattox". In 1639 Ambrose Cobbs received a patent
three hundred and fifty acres between the Appomattox and
Swift Creek and established the now famous family seat
"Cobba" on the creek. (33) The Indian town Matoax which

(31) Tyler, L., Ge Cradle of the Republie P, 218, Also see
llenrico Patents Book # 1, P, 6406

5325 Tyler, Cradle of the Republiec P, 218
33) Henrleco Patents Book # 1, P. P, 658, 815,
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was the girlhood home of Pocahontas is situated above the
falls of the Appomattox River, about three miles from the
present city of Petersburge It is also famous as being at
one time the boyhood home of John Handolph of Roanoke. (34)

By 1619 the town of Henricus had fallen into a deplorable
condition, unlike . Bermuda Hundreds which was prosperous and
growing fast and was rapldly overshadowlng the other neigh-
boring settlements. But new life was given Henricus in this
year when it was selected as the site for the Unlversity and
College of Henricopolis., "The three old houses and a ruinated
chrurch" were soon added to and the town grew rapidly for about
three years until the massacre of 1622,(35) An account of
the founding of this college will appear in another chapter.

In addition to the settlements and settlers discussed
above the land patents of 16211622 show that this small
area in the tidewater section of the county was rapidly belng
settled by landowners. A partial list of settlers from two
sections 1s quoted below: "On the soutiherly side beginning
from the falls there are these patented, viz:- John Patterson
100 acres, Anthony Edwards 100 acres, Nathaniel Norton 100
acres, John Proctor 200 acres, Thomas Tracy 100 acres, John
Vithord 100 acres, Francis Weston 300 acres, Phettiplace
close 100 acres, John Price 150 acres, Peter Nemenart 100
acres, William Perry 100 acres, John Plower 100 acres, Edward
Hudson 100 acres, Thomas ilorgan 150 acres and Thomas Sheffileld

150 acrese.

(34) Howe, Henry, Historical Collections Virginia (foot note)
P, 229,
(35) Tyler, L. Ge The Cradle of the Republic P, P, 220-221
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YAt Cosendale (Coxendale) within the corporation of
Henrico: Lieut. Edward Barckley 1ll2 acres, Richard Paulton
100 acres, Robert Analand 200 acres, John Griffin 50 acres,
Peter Hemenart 40 acres, Thomas Tindall 100 acres, Thomas
Reed 100 acres, John Laydon 200 acres", (36)

At noon on liarch 22, 1622 the course of the rapld develw
opment made by there sturdy settlers was brought to an abrupt
halt. For on that day the Indlans swooped down on the various
settlements and ruthlessly massacred men, women and children.
The following numbers were slain in what 1s the present
Chesterfield County: "Capt. Berkley and 21 others on the
plentation at Falling Creek, 22, at Henrico Island 6, at the
college 17, at Wm Farrar's House 10, at laster Percet's on the
Appomattox River five miles from the college 4",.,(37) This
makes a total of seventy two. At Bermudas Hundreds the number
was unknown, but numbered among the victims there was John
Rolfe, fatier of the tobacco industry and former husband of
Pocahontas, (38) lrs. Alice Proctor, wife of John Proctor
defended her home against the Indlans during the massacre
and for a month therealfter until forced to forsske the dangere
ous place by English officers. (39)

From 1622 to 1634 the land grants show continuous settle=-

ments from Jamestown to the Fastern Shore, but the reglon

(36 )Early Records of the Corporation of Henrico quoted in
Chas. Campbell's History of Virginia (foot note) P,P. 158=159,
(537)Capt. John Smith's General éistoric quoted in Tyler, L. Ge
Narratives of BEarly Virginia. P. P. 368=369,

1{38)Brown, Alexeander, ’E"'ﬁrme rst Republic 4in U, S, P. 467,
(39)Tyler, L. G, Nerratives of Lariy Virginia P, 368.
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above Charles City which included Henrico (Chesterfield)
was congldered too dangerous to risk new settlements, Land
grants show that surviving settlers were granted land on the
lower James in exchange for grants already held in Chester-
field and the adjoining territory. For example, in 1624,
John Laydon was glven a tract of land far down on the James
River in place of the one he owned near Henricopolis.(40)
Up to 1634 the political units of Virginlas were called
hundreds snd plantations from which representatives were
sent to the Assemblies at Jamestown. In 1634 the county
was divided Into eight shires to be governed as the shires
in England, (41) Henrlco was one of the original shires
Yextending from Charles City County indefinlitely westward"
and containing the present counties of Henrlco, Chester-
field, Cumberland, Buckingham, Nelson, Fluvanna, Albemarle,
Amherst and Campbell, (42) Henrico Parish antedated Henrilco
County by many years, having been established by Dale in
1611, It originally extended from Berruda Hundreds weste
ward on both sides of the James River to the falls, Bristol
Parish lay on both sides of the Appomattox River extending
from Bersmmuda Hundreds westward to the falls. The present
County of Chesterfleld lies between the above mentioned
rivers and embraces that portion of Henrico Parish which

lay south of the James and that part of Bristol Parish which

(40) Stanard, iilary Hewton, V Sinia's First Century, J. B.
Lippincott & Co., New York

(41) Hening, Wm., Waller Statutes at Larwe of Virginia,
R, We & G. Bartow, New York, 13824 Vol. 1. P. 224,

(42) Willlam and liary Quarterly, (ed. by L. G. Tyler)
Vol., 24 Pe 1260
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lay north of the Appomattoxz. (43)

Henrico having been given a definite political existence
as one of the original counties or shires in 1674 and eight
years neving e¢lapsed since the great massacre had almoat put
that portion of the county on the Salisbury side of the river
(now Chesterfield) out of existence as a home for white men,
new and determined Pioneers began to settle the tidewater
sectlon and along the fertile banks of the rivers and creeks.
The land patents from 1634 to the latter part of the century
show that the settlements were confined largely to the eastern
third of the county or between the fall line and the James
Rlver., A few of the settlers in the vicinity of Bermuda Hune
dreds had survived the massacre of 1622 and had held to their
lands granted them by the arrangement made by Dale 1n 1614,
Rapldly the deserted plartetions were patented toc the new=
comers. On lay 30, 1634 Seth Ward received a small patent
of sixty acres at the Bheffleld plantation and later added
a larger tract to this. (44) On Oct. 20, 1634 Christopher
Branch received one hundred acres at Arrohattocks adjocining
Sheffields on the main river, and the same year two hundred
and fifty acres at Kingsland lying east upon the main river.,
(45) Thomas Harris rsceived seven hundred and fifty acres

within Digges Hundred by patent dated Nov, 17, 1635. (46)

(43) William & lary Quarterly Vol. 24, P, 126,

(44) Land Patents Henrico County (issued during the Regal Period)
State Land Office, State Cepitol Bullding, Richmond, va, BooOk 1,
Pe 148,

(45) Henrico Land Patents Book 1, P. 155 & P, 326.

(46) Tee lenrico pPatents Book 1, P. 304,
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In June and July 1636 William Hatcher received one thousand
and fifty acres lying between the Appomattox River and Swift
Creek., (47) Hatcher as well as many another patentee was
thus rermmnerated for the importation of himself and other
settlers into the colony. (48) Hatcher had imported three
beslides himself. Also on the Appomattox River and Swift
Creek Willliam Clarke recelved four hundred and fifty acres

on July 29, 1636. (49) In 1637 Captain Thomas Osborne re-
celved two patents toteling fifteen hundred acres bounded
northerly upon Proctors Creek and southerly upon Henrico
Island. (50) A very notable patent dated May 11, 1639, "to
Thomas lMathews, surgeon eleven hundred acres beginning on
Falling Creek and bearing westerly on the Falls," shown per-
haps for the first time a patent lying largely above the fall
line. This, however did not extend two miles into Pisdmont,
(51) Ambrose Cobbs received a patent of three hundred and
fifty acres dated July 5, 163%. This tract of land lay on
the south bank of Swift Creek. (52) The family seat establishe
ed at this time still bears the name "Cobbs" and has becomse

e significant land mark in the vicinity, later becoming the
site of the first institutlion for the treatment and education
of the deaf 1n this country. DBy 1642 the settlements on the

Appomattox had reached the falls and were beginning to be

(47) Henrico Patents, Book 1, P, 353
(48) Wililiam & lLer Quarter%x Vole 24. P. 138
§49) Henrico Patents, Book 1, P. 392
60) Henrico Patents, Book 1, P. P, 512 & 519
(51) Henrico ratents, Book 1, P. 646
(52) Henrico batents, Book 1, P, 658
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permanently established at the site of the present town of
Colonial Heights. In that year Edward Tunstall received a
grant of "150 acres bounded south upon the falls of the Appow
mattox". (53) DBut the main activity in land grants was still
lower down into tidewater and especially around Bermuda Hun-
dreds in that very fertlile farming area selected by Sir Thomas
Dale, On July 24, 1645 lMichael lasters recelved a patent of
four hundred and thirteen acres in BDermuda Hundreds. (54) And
in 1650 John Baugh recelived a patent of one hundred acres at
Bermuda Hundreds. (55)

These families held to thelr patents tenaclously and
passed them down to thelr heirs asccording to the best English
primogeniture customs. For example, William Cox on lov. 29,
1636, and Oct. 29, 1637 had two patents of land of one hundred
and fifty acres each known as "Harrstocks" or "Harrow-Attacks"
or "Arrowhattocks", and larch 29, 1665 John Cox, Senior, his
son had a patent of five hundred and fifty acres at the same
place and known by the same name,(56) The Cox family still
lives on this same tract and are very prosperous farmers. Also
the Eppes family which was established before 1652 in the same
vicinity by Francis Eppes, member of the House of Burgesses
and of the Governor's Council, continued to hold great tracts
of land for several generatlons and became prominent office

holders in Henrico County and later in Chesterfield, (87)

(53) Henrico Patents Book 1, P, 815

(54¢) Tenrico pPatents Book 1, P, 26

(55) Henrico Patents Book 1, P. 27

(56) WII1lTam & lLary quarteriy, Vol. 24, P, 138
(57)wITlTam & Wery Quarteriy, Vol 24. P, 210
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The Elams, too, were represented in Chesterfield County
before 1642 in the person of Robert Elam, who at that time
had a patent for land "above Bermuda Hundreds between the
lands of Thomas Sheppy and Richard Johnson". Among the head=-
rights to the patent is Ann Elam, who married Gilbert Elam
in 1661, who also had a patent in the same neighborhood,
Martin Elam had a patent in 1672 and in his will dated Mareh
7, 1691 bequeaths hls property, including silver spoons,

"2 of them on old Robert Elam's mark", to his heirs., (58)
Descendants of this famlly are stlill in that vicinity of the
county,

A few of the other prominent families which were estabe
lished in the tidewater section of Chesterfield during the
seventeenth century and which figured actively in its sub=-
sequent history will be listed below., HNicholas Perkins re-
ceived a patent at Berrmda iHundreds Auge. 30, 1650 for paying
for the importation of himself, liary Perkins, William Owen,
and Richard Hues, francis Redford settled 1in 1659, William
Farrar in 1656, John Puckett and John Burton in 1665 and
Abraham and William Womack or Womecke about the same time,
Richard Kennon received a patent in 1665 and established a
family seat on Conjurer'!s Neck, a narrow strip of land formed
by the junction of Swift Creek and the Appomattox River. The
Kennon famlly subsequently played a prominent part in the

affairs of the County. The Strations were located near

(68) William & Mary Quarterly, Vol 24, P, 139
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Bermuda Hundreds in 1676, Edward Stratton I, the founder
of the family in Virginla, and his son, Rdward Stratton II,
both became wealthy landowners and planters, The Goodels
as have beon already mentioned settled not far below the
falls of the James at Whitby on Goodes Creek. (see map opp.
P_§ ) (59)

The foregolng account of the numerous land patents and
settlements reveal that the eastern third of Chesterfield
County which lles largely in tidewater was well settled and
populated for the second time before the end of the first
century of its exlstence as a habltat for white men, The
accompanying map, opposite page i7. will reveal graphically
the same story, the dotted sectlon showlng the region of the
settlements and the denslity of the dots indicating the density
of the population. This will show too that it was not until
the close of the century that the western region of the county
was appreciably settled. An account of the complete settle-
ment of the terrltory now known as Chesterfield County appears
in a later chapter., It ie well now to inguire into the economie
and socilal development of this region which has been so admlire
ably populated by the sturdy frontiersmen and wealthy English
gentlemen. This inquiry wlll cover the period from its earliest
settlement in 1611 to the date of its being formed into a

separate county in 1749,

(69) William & lMary Quarterly Vol. 24, P, P, 275=278




HeEnNyico wo.

A PPo™mati R

-
o
T
3
8 -
<o
3
S
g
S
=
F S
3 oS
+~
3 ¥
: v 3
49 5 3
. oo
3 a%
2
<
[«

’7"\ Ce_n‘tln)"«’



(19)

Chapter II
Beges of Economic Developgent

The reasons for the colonization of Virginia were
largely economie, The English government made specisal
provisions in the letters patent of 1606 whereby one-fifth
of the gold and silver and one-fifteenth of the copper found
in Virginlia would be rescrved for the use of the king. The
poet Drayton, in the same year, in his poem "addressed to
the voyagers expressed the hope that success would continue
"to entice them to get the pearl and gold'", (1) The shining
dirt which was carried back by Newport proved to be absolutely
worthless, but when he came with the Second Supply in the
gutumm of 1608 he was instructed to stay in Virginia until
he found a lump of gold, or a true passage to the South Sea
or had recovered at least one of the lost colonies of Raleigh,
(2) Vhat was true of Virginlia was expeclally true of Chestere
fleld County, for Faldoe the Helvetlan had vaguely directed
the explorers to that sectlion of the county near the Falls
of the Powhatan on both sides c¢f tiue river, It was claimed
that two mines had been discovered wlthin six miles of the
Falls, (3) The adventurers, having cheated themselves with
the notion that the hills near the Falls of the Powhatan
gave indications of gold and silver, or that the Powhatan

furnished a passage to the South Sea, were soon to have their

(1) Bruce, P. A, Economic History of Virginia in the Seven-

tee&th Century, The Nacmillan Co. Hew York L1907, VOle 1, Pelel4=15,
% Capt. John, Travels and VWorks (ed. by Edward Arber)

I. Grant o, Edinburg, 1910 P. 434.

(3) Strachey, Vme. History of Travaille in Virginia, Printed by
the Haklut Society, London EQZW, Pe 10Lle
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attention directed to resources more real and tangible in
that region. Capt. John Smlith, Francls laguel, and Sir
Thomas Dale made glowing reports, to the Company, of iron
ore and the much more important possibilities of agricultural
development,

Ag early as 1608 Captain John Smith sent two barrels of
stones to England which were found to be very rich in iron
ore. Thils ore was mined near the "Falls" on the south side
of the river".(4) The location of this mine was presumsbly
In the neighborhood of Falling Creek. In 1609 Captain HNewport
sent large quantitles of ore, mined from the same region, to
Ingland, The metal extracted contained sixteen or seventeen
tons of iron of the best quality ever found from any ecountry
in the world up to that time. This iron was sold to the East
India Compeny at the rate of four pounds sgterling per ton.
(5) PFrancis Maguel's report in the Spanish Archives shows
that an attempt was made to manufacture iron near the falls
on the Pembroke side as early as 1610, (6) Soon after Dale
had established his settlements at Henrico and Bernuda Hune
dreds, in his "letters to the lordships of the counsaile" he
reported the discovery of a "goodlie iron myne near the falls",

(7)
In the spring of 1613 the settlers of the eastern part of

the county were directing their attention to a more basic

industry and one that was more sulted to that locality., Under

(4) Smith's Travels and Works, Vol. II, P, 444,

(56) Strachey, Willlam, History of Travaille in Virginia, P,132,
(6) Brown, The Genesis Of U. Se Pe 308,

(7) strachey, Wiillam, History of Travaille in Virginla, P.132,
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the leadership of Sir Thomas Dale Bermuda !lundreds had been
settled. He immedlately annexed many miles of "Champion and
Woodland" and inclosed it by a palisade elght miles long from
the James to the Appomattox. (see map opp. Pe » ) This en-
closure was put into grazing lands for hogs and cattle., The
flelds of corn and vegetables were secured by other palisades
and the cattle and hogs allowed to graze over an area of more
than twenty miles in circuit. Rochedale Hundred was likewise
empaled from one bend in the river to another. (sece map opp.P ¥ )
This gave an additional enclosure for grazing or cultivation,
When the first crop was harvested they set about building the
City of Derrmda, The town was incorporated in 1614 with fifty
good houses. (8)

In 1614 Dale made speclal arrangements with the new planters
whereby they were bound to perform certain services for one
month in the year for the common good in return for a tract of
land granted them for three years. This period was from
February 1614 to February 1617. At the end of thié time the
tenants were to receive both their freedom and their land. (9)
Hot all of the persons at Bermuda fHundreds in 1614 were granted
the privilege of tenants. Some who were less distingulshed
for industry and relliabllity were put to work on the common
land to raise grailn for the common store. "It was at this
time a mark of distinctlion to be given the privilege of a
tenant"., (10) Dale put rigild restrictions into effect at
(8) Stitht's Histo of Virginia, P, 125,

(9) Brown, AIEET“%%E"?I"—EEEEEEglic in Ameréiét Houghton

Mifflin Co., New York 1890, Vol, 1, P. 200=
(10) Bruce, P, A, Economic History of Virginia, Vol. 1, P.210.
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Henrico and Rermuda Hundreds, for example, one of his codes
follows: "No man shall dare to kill or destroy any bull, cow,
calfe, mare, horse, colt, goate, swine, cocke, henne, chicken,
dogge, turkie or any tame Cattel or Poultry of what condition
soever; whether his owne or appertaining to another man, withe
out leave from the Generall, upon palne of death in the
Principall, and in the sasccessary, burning in the hand and the
losse of his eares, and tc the concealer of the same four and
twenty houres whipping". (11) Dale was conslidered a stern
and even a cruel man, but his cruelty affected only those who
would not abide by the rigild regulatlions necessary under the
conditions of the time., Dale's planned economy had caused
not only great lmprovements to be brought about in agriculture,
but the large numberAOf live stock in his settlements, and his
regulation of an allowance of so many live stock to every
inmmigrant caused the growth of population in later years. (12)

During Dale's administration the diversification of crops
was planned definitely. Food crops such as corn and vegetables
were to be grown first and tobacco and other money crops to
be secondary. Tobacco was not the only money product from

at Henrlco in 1614

Henrico and Bermuda, A vineyard was established/with the
idea of producing wine for the European market, and experiments
with silk worms were made to produce silk for England, the

groves of mulberry trees near Coxendale are still to be found

(11) Force, Peter, Collection of Historical Documents Relatin
to Colonies in North America, /ashington, 1836 Vole. 111 P.15.

TlawesDivine, liorall and hartial®™.
(12) Bruce, P, A. Economic History of Virginia., Vol. 1, P. 216.
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in the wild but in a flourishing conditlon, Vhen Dale left
for England in 1616 he carried with him as the cargo of his
ship six products from his settlement for the English market:
¥robacco, sassafrix, pych, potashes, sturgyon and cavyarge”.
(13) Great as were these agricultural improvements no plough
as yet seems to have been used on these plantations., The
spade, shovel, hoe and mattox continued to be the only agri-
cultural implements. (14)

At the close of Dale's administration there were thirty-
eight persons living at Henrico Island, & majority of whom
held thelr lands under covenant as tenants; most of the rest
being their servants. Captaln James Pavis was left in charge
as commender, At Bermuda Hundreds of the one hundred and
nineteen inhabitants whose commander was Captaln Yeardley,
seventeen were farmers or tenants, holding their land under
the covenant of 1614-1617. (15) At this time John Rolfe was
making experiments in the cultivation and curing of tobacco
in & more sclentific way across the rilver at Varina and before
1622 he was living at Berrmda Hundreds and, no doubt, extending
his experiments there in that most fertile farming regione.

The impetus thus given to agriculture in the early history
of Cheaterfield County was to be felt for many generations,
Although there were several attempts =-rather spasmodic in

nature- made at manufacturing iron and later very succeégsgsful

(13) Brown, Genesis of U, S, "Dale to Winwood" P, 783

(14) Bruece, P, A, Economic History of Virginia Vol 1, P. 219
(Foot note from Harrorls True Discourse)

(15) Rolfe's Virginia in 1616 Virginie Historical Register

Vole 1, No, III, P, 107, Virginia History Soclety, Pub,
Richmond, 1848. i ’
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coal mining operations in the western part of the county,
the basic industry has been tillage of the soil,

In 1619 Mr. John Berkeley with twenty experienced iron
workers -to reinforce the nuw'ber already sent to Virginia
under the late Captain Blewlt of whom there were about eighty=-
came to Virginia to take charge of the manufacturing of irone.
The Virginie Company of London was not only to bear the cost
of transporting these workers, but was to support them for
twelve months. The men in turn were to work for the Company
for a period of seven years, (16) The original purpose was
to establish three 1iron furnaces in Virginia, but only one
furnace was erected, 1its site being on Falling Creek in the
present Chesterfield Countye. (17) This spot had been highly
regarded as a place for iron-making by George Sandys, who
sald that if Nature had intentionally prepared it for this
purpose the advantages could not have been riore favorable
than those already possessed, (18) He had in mind the proxime-
ity of the slte to water power, transportation by water, iron
ore, and wood and stones for constructin, the works,

By 1621 the cost of setting up the iron works was estle
mated to be from four thousand to five thousand pounds
sterling. (19) Some claim that the Company received in re-
turn for this enormous linvestment only an iron shovel, a

{(16) Abstracts of Proceedings of the Virginia Company of
London, Virglnla History sSoclety, Kichmond, VoI, ?, g I23.

L ]
ruce, Economlc History of Virginia, Vol, II P, 448,

(18) Neilla E. D, Virginia Company O ondon, “Relation of
VWaterhouse® Joel Lunsell Albany, ﬁ. Y, 18069, P, 338,
(19) Abstracts of Proceedings of Virginia Company of London,

Vol. I, P, 122,
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pair of tongs and a bar of iron. (20) Nevertheless, by
1622 it was confidently believed that within three months
they would be able to ship large quantities of raw iron to
England, the works had reached such a point of perfection.
This expectation was never to be realized, however, for in
a very short time the Indian massacre brought complete de-
struction to the settlement on Falling Creek. The tools were
destroyed or thrown into the river and all the workmen were
killed with the exception of a boy and girl who fled into
the brush and escaped the notice of the Indians, (21)

The disastrous massacre, although bringing complete
destruction to this enterprise, did not diminish at the time
the interest in 1t both by the Company in England and by the
colonlal authorities. After learning of the massacre the
Company linstructed the Governor and Council in Virginla to
place the survivors among the iron workers under Mr, llaurice
Berkeley, to be put to work elsewhere until the iron works
could be restored. The Company further instructed that a
requisition of the necessary tools were to be transmitted to
i1t at once. The Company declared that no effort would be
spared until the works were again perfected, as 1t regarded
the iron works on Falling Creek as absoclutely necesgsary to
the prosperity and well being of the colony, Had it not been
for the revocation of the eharter of the London Company in
1624 it is most probablzs that the works would have been

220) Bruce, P, A. Economic History of Virginia, Vol, II, P. 448,
21) Bruce, P, A, Economic History of Virginla, Vol, II, P, 449
British State Papers, Vol, 1V, 45.
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restored and the manufacture of 1lron resumed, (22)

Pive years laoter in 1627 Willlam Capps attewmpted to
restore the iron works, but became involved in some dlfficulty
and was forced to leave Virginia and hls efforts came to
neughte (23) In 1630 Governor Harvey visited the site of the
old iron works of Falling Creek for the purpose of determining
whether they could be restored., Iile found the place surround-
ed by a heavy growth of timber, an abundance of water supplied
from a "bold stream", and many outcroppings of iron ore. He
reported this to the authorities in England together with
some speclmens of ore. It was decilded that the cost of re=
storing the works was too great for the Colony and, therefore,
the 1ntereét in it dled out for many years. In 1649 interest

wag revived agaln by the lew Description of Virginia, but

nothing material was accomplishede (24) In 1657~--58 a law
was passed by the General Assembly prohibiting the exporta=
tlon of iron., This had as 1ts purpose the encouraging of the
blacksmith's trade. (25) Presumably, this law applied to
old iron since it 1s impossible to find any records of the
manufacture of raw iron at that tine,

Hot only the iron industry suffered a severe set back by
the massacre of 1622, but the whole economic set up of the

present county of Chesterfield was stopped dead in its

(22) Neillt's Virginia Compan of London, Company's letters
to Governor and goundii in . 320, v

(23) Bruce, P, A, Economic Hiato of Virpinia Vol iI, P, 450.
(24) Force, Historicel Tracts, Vb% Be

(25) Hening, Wm waller, statutes atb Large or Virginia,Bartow,
New York, 1825 Vol,. I, Py 408,
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progress., The economlc asgets iIn 1625 of that section on
the south side of the James River Irom Bermuda llundreds to
the Falls are listed below, The only inhabitants left were
on tho college lands, the one thousand acres lylng on the
south side of the river, "Inhabitants-1l8 free; 3 servants,
(1 child born in Virginia), Dwellingse 103 Cattle and Swine=
1 hogs Corn, otc.~ 57 barrels, 6ibushels of peas and beans,
1800 fishi PFortificationse~ noney Arms and Ammunition- 21 pleces,
6 swords, 13 armors, 95 lbs. of powder, 52 lbs. of leadj
Boatse~ 1 (incomplete)™ (26) It night well be sald that one
.of the greatest econonlc losses Lo this sectlon in the massacre
was the slaying of John Rolfe, the father of the tobeeco
indﬁstry, at Berrmda lHundreds. Ile had revolutionized that
industry and was sorely needed in the recovery period after
the massacre.

After this set back in its development the county was
not readily settled again as has been indicated in Chapter I,
for 1t was considered a region too dangerous for new settle=
ments until about 16365. DBeginning at this tlme the Land
Patents under the Regal Government show that the reglon was
rapidly developing into an agricultural area and populated
by the English landed gentry. For over one hundred years
the aquisition of land in one way or another and the formae
tion of this land into plantations safe for the cultivatlion
of erops or the raising of live stock oecupled the attention

of the settlers in the region in Henrlico County on the south

(26) Brown, Alex, The First Republic in America, ?, 618,
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side of the river., (27) The fields on these plantations

wore made secure by fences required by law to protect the
owner'!s property from incursions by the live stock of others.
(28) A legal fence was four and a kalf feet in height and
closed to the bottome The owner of live stock breaking
through this fence and doing injury to property and crops was
compslled to make complete and satisfactory adjustment for

all dasmage done. (29) It cen also be inferred that the worm
or rall fence was tie type of fence used, Specific references
are made to this type of fence in 1621, Ilir, Whitaker a planter
and divine in the vicinity of Henrico Island near Coxendale
"pailed" in one huundred acres to protect his vineg, crops,
etec. (30) The requirements for rails for this fence seems to
have continued for many years, In 1695 a lr, RHeeves of Henrico
in a contract leasing a parcel of land to William Arrington
required the latter to maul six hundred fencing raills. (31)
This seems to have been an invention of the settlers in a

new land with an unlimited amount of timber for the rails and
unlimited amount of land on which to construct the fence.
References are also made to the fact that getting rails for
fences 1n early Henrico was cause for criminal and civil sults

in court. (32)

(27) See Henrico Records also Patents under the Regal (Govern=-

ment, Stafte Land Office, Richmond, Va.

(28) Hening's Statutes, Vol. 1, 228,

529) HenIng's Statutes, Vol. 1, P. P, 244, 332,

30) Abstracts of Proceedings of the Virginia Company of

London, Vol, 1, ' .
ienrico Records, Vol, 1688«1697 P, 578, Va., State Library.

(32) Records of Henrico County,,1682-1701, P, 93, Va. State

Library,. »°
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As has already been indicated tobacco was the principal
crop cultivated in the county as well as throughout tidewater
Virginia, and there was very little disposition on the part
of planters to make a change tc a very great degree., It was
not only used for & money crop with a ready market in England,
but it was money itself. The early Henrico Records show that
fines, tithes and all county expenses, including salaries of
county officlals were pald in tobacco. (33) Ranking next to
tobacco both in quantity and in value corn was grown on nearly
every farm. The settlers had begun to raise this c¢rop in
great quantities in the vicinity of Bermuda Hundreds as the
chief crop under Dale's administration. (34) References are
made continuelly to this product for food both for man and
beast., The fodder being used for cattle in winter. (35) In
the latter part of the seventeenth century wheat was belng
grown on meny of the larger plantations. In some instances,
it was required of those who held leased land to "plough in"
several bushels of wheat, (36) The poorer Planters were
dlscouraged from planting this crop as it was difficult to
grow and required expensive fences for its protection. (37)

A great many other crops are referred to such as, vegetables

of all kinds (especlally peas, beans and cimlins), grape vines,

(33) Colonial Records Henrico County, Vol. 1, 1677-1692.

P, 22, Virginia State Llbrary.

§54) Arberts Capt, John Smith, P. 510,

35) Records of Henrico County Vol. 1688-1697 P. 137, Virginia
State rarye.

(36) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1688-1697 P, 578, Virginia
State Library.

(37) Beverley's History of Virginia, P. 237.
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and silk worms and flax, but these were more or less incidental
and supplementary to the larger crops in domestic economye.
Wheat was harvested both with the reap-hook and sickle
and the number of these lmplements appearing in the invene
torles of planters indicate to some extent the size of the
crop produced, About 1680 an inventory of the person prope
erty of Mr., Richards in southern Henrico listed thirty reapw
hooks. (38) Bruce says that wheat was reaped throughout the
seventeenth century in Virginia., The cradle was used in
harvesting barley and oats but not in narvesting wheat, (39)
Among the domestic animals raised on the plantations
are to be found, horses, cattle, hogs, and sheep in great
mubers, It 1s difficult to estimate the number of live
stock in that sectlon of Henrico at the time, but inventories
of varilous cstates will throw some light upon this phase of
agricul tural husbandry. The nuuber of horses in the entire
colony of Virginia about the mlddle of the seventeenth century
has been estimated at only three hundred and it appears that
this number inecreased slowly owing to the preference held
for oxen for draft purposes. (40) It 1s inferred that Henrico
not only possessed its share of these animals, and that the
number had lncreased considerably by the latter part of the
century; but that horses in this locality were selling at a

higher rate than elsewhere, Whereas the average price of

(38) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677-1692, Virginia
State Library,

(39) Bruce, Economic History of Virginia, Vol., 1, P. 465.
(40) Bruce, Economic HIstory oi Virginia, Vol. 1, P. 374.
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horses was less than five pounds sterling, an instance 1in
Henrico shows a horse selling for twelve pounds and eleven
shillings. (41) Some years later though in 1699, a mare
elsht years old was valued at four pounds. (42) An item in
an lnventory 1in the county at this perlod shows that the
horse was being used for draft purpose to some extent, This
is indicated by horse collars being listed. (43) A pair of
cart wheels were listed in another instance in 1686 and
valued at two pounds and five shillings stérling. (44)
Cattle were far more numerous than horses all during the
coloniel period as in later years., This, of course, is due
to the fact that they played & triple role in the economy of
the planter: they were used as draft animals, for milk and
butter, and for beef, It appears that the number had ine
creased very rapidly from the time they were introduced in
the area around Bermuda Hundreds by Sir Thos. Dale, (45)
untll the plague of 1673, at which time 1t has been estlimated
that fifty thousand cattle died in Virginia, (46) This was
also probably due to the severe winter, In 1620 some Irlishe
men ingulred as to how mmch they could sell cattle for in
Virginia, and were informed that they would receive eleven

pounds sterling for every heifer landed in the colonye (47)

(41) Records of Henrico County, Vol, 1682-1701, P, 118, Va,

State Library.

242) Henrico Records, Vol, 1697=-1704, P, 137, Va, State Library.

43) Records of Wenrico County, Vol. 1688—1697, Pe 349, Va,

State Llbrarye.

(44) HBenrico Records, Vol, 1697-1704, P, 83, Va, State Library.
) Stith, Will{aem, History of Virginia, P, 125,

(46) Bruce, P, Ae. Economic Aistggx of Virginia, Vol. 1, P. 372,

(47) Abstracts of Proceedings of Virginia, Company of Londogn,

Vol. 1, Pe 13
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In 1682 three cows were valued abt one hundred and five
shillings or thirty flve shilliigs each in YHenrico, and a
heifer three years old at twenty shillings. (48) Bulls,
however, were appralsed at a much lower rate. A bull two
years ©ld was valued at ten shillings and one three years

old at twelve shillings. (49) Steers also were valued at

a lower price and a suckling calf at three shillings. (50)
These figures are an indication that cows were more valuable
than other cattle, but not nearly so dear as horses, probably
due to the comparative scarcity of the latter,

Sheep were very scarce 1in colonlal Virginia, They were
only incidentally referred to in the records of Dale's
adninistration of the settlements along the James River,
chiefly at Bermuda iHundreds and no records are avallsble to
show thiet they became numerous until 1690, At this time the
Randolphs of the county possessed sighteen, valued at six
shillings each. (51)

Hogs were very numerous and universally to be found on
plantations of all sizes. They were introduced by Dele at
Berrmuda Hundreds, (52) and increased rapidly in numbers all
during the colonial perliod. It has been sald that in 1670

hogs were too numerous on some eatates to be enumerated. (63)

(48) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1697-1704, P, 137, Ve,
State Library.
(49) Records of iHenrico County, Vol. 1697-1704, 2, 137, Va.
State Library.

(560) Henrico County Records, Vol. 1677-1692, P, P. 217, 257,
Virginia ate rarye.

(61) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1683=1697, P. 429, Va.
State Library.

{52) Stith, Vm, History of Virginia, P, 125,

53) Bruce, P, A, Economlic HIstory of Virginila, Vol. 1, P, 378,
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It was & comnon practice among the negroes and Indians to
steal hogs for food and a statutc was passed that for the
second offense of hog-stealling, the gullty party would be
put in the pillory for two hours with his ears nalled to the
bean, and at the end of that tlme they should be cut loose
with a knife., (54)

The planters were greatly harrassed by the ravages of
wolves upon the young live stock all during the colonial
period, Calves, and hoge and sheep of all sizes werc (6=
voured by these anlmsls. A law was passed early in the seven-
teenth century auﬁhorizing that a cow be given to every Indlan
chilef whose tribe brought eight heads of wolves to the authore
i1tles in the countles, (£5) In 1669 the Indian tribes were
required by law to deliver one hundred and forty~five wolves!
headse. (56) The county levy in Henrico for the six months
ending October 1699 shows that thirty wolves' heads had been
delivered for which according to law the officers of the
county were tc pay three hundred pounds of tobacco for each
one caught in a trap or two hundred foi each one shot with
a gun, (57) As late as the year 1707 the authorities in
Henrico were greatly concerned about the depredations of these
animals, for on November 10th of that year the levy court
ordered that 24681 pounds of tobacco be paild to fifty-two
different men for trapping and killing wolves, (58) The land

(54) Hening's Statutes, Vol, 1,

(55} Hening'!s Statutes, Vole. 1, P, 395.

(56) Heningts Statutes, Vol. Ii, P, 275,

(57) Hening's Statutes, Vol. III, P, 42,

(58) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1706-1709.
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patents reveal that the greater number of the planters who
were thus remunerated vere residents of the soutiiside of the
river, and that this section was more widely developed agri-
culturally than the other. (59) It 1s nighly probable that
this menace continued for many years until the frontier was
pushed back much farther westward.,

The extent to which the settlers Iimported manufactured
commodities from England is indicated by the inventories of
the general merchandlse stores. A partial list of the goods
appearing in the inventory in 1678 of the store of Col., Francis
Eppes si:ows a comparatively large variety of manufactured
articles on the market of this comrmnity. In linen goods there
were one hundred and twenty ells of dowlas, fifty-one ells of
oznaburg, sixty ells of canvas, three rundred and twelve ells
of holland, and eighty yards of table and napkin linen, There
was & large quantity of serge, red cotton, blankets, bed tilcke-
Ing, sixty-two palrs of shoea; yarn hose for women and children,
thread, lace bodices, razors, scilssors, lknives, shears, steel
tobacco boxes, pewbter salts, candlesticks, tankards, spoons,
tin quart pots, sauce pans, lamps, cullenders, pepper boxes,
lanterns, fishing hooks and lines, wooden bellows and sifters,
dishes, ladles, brooms, lron pots, chafing dishes, frying pans,
shovels, spades, plow shares and colters, hammers, chisels,
and augers, large quantites of nails of all sizes, brass mor=

tars, one barrel of powder, five barrels of shot, fifty pounds

(59) See Henrico Land Patents, Books I and II, State Land Office,
Richmond, Va,
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of sugar, helf a firkin of butter, four pounds of ginger,

and a small collection of books, (60) This and numerous
other inventorlies of stores and private estates show that the
early residents of this sectlon were not without the cone
venlence of these 1lmported goods,

There is little to indicete that many artlcles of any
kind were manufactured at home. The attempts to manufacture
iron and 1lron implements at Falling Creek have already been
described above, Provisionsg were made by law in 1656 for
ti:e sons of poor men and orphans to be spprentices to tradese
men up to the age of twenty=one and the ciurch wardens of the
different parishes were directed to present the names of
children thus to be ;lven training in some manual art, (61)
In addition to the few implementa made by the black-smiths
and carpenters who hed been lmported into the colony, it
appears that sedous attention was glven to making linen cloth
In the homes. About 1688 to 1700 several inventories in the
county llst linen wheels or spinning wheels., The Osborne
estate, slituated south of Proctor's Creek had eighteen linen
wheels, (62) In 1693 a statute was passed offering a reward
for a piece of home manufactured cloth, (63) and in 1695
eight hundred pounds of tobacco was given to Thomas Cocke

of Henrico for the production of a plece of linen cloth.(64)

(60) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677-1692 P,03, Va.
State Library.

(61) Henlng's Statutes, Vol. 1, P, 416,

(62) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1688=1697 P. 350, Va.
State Library,

(63) Hening's Btatutes, Vol, III, P, 135.

(64) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1688-1697, P, 606, Ya.
State Library.
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Spinning wheels appear in the inventories of Thomas Osborne
who had two and of Henry Jones who had four. By 1710 large
guantities of linen, cotton and woolen cloth were belng made
for home consumption but not for exportation,

Reference 1s made in the county records to flour and grist
milling industry conducted by William Byrd on Falling Creek,
In the orders of April 1, 1697 a millstone owned by Williem
Byrd and used at Falling Creek was valued forty pounds sterling,
(65)

In the county government the taxes were levied in terms
of so many pounds of tobacco to meet the necessary expenses.
In 1677 the levy of 108% pounds per poll was placed on four
hundred and thirteen tythables to meet the necessary expenses,
These expenses were for services of men and horses and were
pald largely to residents of the southside or the present
Chesterfield, including the Hatchers, HKennons, Coxes, and
Pleasants, (66) The linute Book of the Orphans Court of April 1,
16386 ordered all tythables on the southside from the Falls of
the James Iiiver to Thomas Jefferson's to turn in thelr lists
to lir., Abell Gowerj from Thomas Jeffersonts downwards to lr,.
John Worshami and those in Bristol Parish to Mr. Peter Fleld,
These men were thus appointed tax collectors for their com=
rmanities.s The total number of tythables allotted these men
was slx hundred and twenty-three, and the levy was one hundred

and four pounds of tobacco each, ylelding a total revenue of

(65) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677-1699, see orders of
April~I, 1697, Va. State Library.

(66) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1, 1677-1692, P. 22, Va,
State Librarye.
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sixty=-four thousand seven inndred and ninety-two pounds.
Among the expenses to be pald by this levy was an item to
Richard Kennon of Conjurers Neck for thirtye-two days as a
burgess and the use of his boat. (67)

Beginning about 1692 the records show that much attention
was being directed toward keepling creeks navigable and bridges
and roads in repalr. In 1692 the county court took action
along thls line to clear the creeks of logs, snags, etc. for
the passage of sloops and boats. The action taken was stated
thus: "In obedience to the 15th Act of the General Assembly eee
for the well clearing of the heads of ye rivers an creeks, Jr.
Nicho Dison is nominated and appointed surveyor of Swift Creek
and HNr. Robert Thompson of Falling Creek", (68) In 1696 lr.
Willliam Puckett was appointed surveyor of Baugh's or Iir,
Kennorts 111 Creek and several persons, appointed to assist
him were exempt from clearing the highways. (69) It appears
from this that all persons were required to help clear the
highways 1in thelr nelghborhoods. By 1715 the levy placed upon
one thousand three hundred and seventeen tythables for these
purposes and other miscellaneous expenses amounted to thirty-
four thousand five hundred and seventy=one pounds of tobacco.
In the Levy Court of Hov. 5, 1739, for various services to the

county thirty-seven thousand eight hundred and ninety-two

(67) Records Henrico County Vol, 1, 1677-1692, P. 403, Va,.
State Library.

{68) Records of Henrico County, Minute Book of Orphan's Court,
Book TI, P, 421, Va. State Library.

(69) Records of Henrico County, Vol., 3, P, 99, Va., State

Libr arye
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pounds of tobacco were paid. Among these items the following
appear: “To John Cobb for keeping Swift Creek bridge 1162
pounds and to William Balley surveyor 1849 pounds", (70)

The following items appearing in the Order Book of Henrico
in 1743 shows that efforts were being made to establish and
repair links in a highway where the present Richmond-Petersburg
Pike is today: ¥William Cheatham is appointed surveyor of the
Road from Proctor's to Swift Creek Bridge in the Room of Thomas
Bass, and it 1s ordered that the tythables as usual do asslst
in clearing same", and "Seth Vard is appointed surveyor of the
road from Falling Creek to Proctor's Creek in the Koom of
Joseph VWard, deceased, and that the tythables as usual do assist
in clearing and keepling the Road in repair®, (71) In 1743
John Cobb recelved one thousand and forty pounds of tobacco
for keeping Swift Creek Bridge his ninth year, and Henry Cary
for keeping Falling Creek Bridge five hundred pounds and for
Ferriage on court days one thousand two hundred and forty-five
pounds, (72) The same date, December 4, 1743, the court order-
ed that the constables ii: the vicinity be paid for viewlng
the tobacco fields as follows: Willlam Parton three hundred
and twelve pounds, Robert Sharpe two hundred and ninetyeone
pounds, BenJjamin Clark two hundred and forty-five pounds,
Blackman Ward two hundred and twenty-six pounds, and Willliam

Baugh three hundred and nineteen pounds, (73) The total

(70) Records of Henrico County, Order Book 1737-1748, P.P.93-94,
Virginia State Library.

(71) Records of Henrico County, Order Book 1737-1748, P. P.219,
221, Virginia State Library.

(72) Records of Henrico County, Order Book 1737-1748, P. 240,
Virginia State Library.

(73% Records, Ibid.
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expense for the year 1743 wes twentyeone thousand eight
hundred and forty-elight pounds of tobacco levied upon two
thousand seven hundred and thirty-one tythables at eight
pounds per poll. (74)

In the iay Court of 1744 the grand jury indlected the
surveyors of the roads from the Appomattox to the Widow
Dawsons and from Skinquarter to the Widow Dawsons and from
Jeffersonts to Nunnally's for not keeping them in repair. (75)
The total county expense for this year showed an increase., It
was thirtyenine thousand eight hundred and fifty-sight pounds
levled upon two thousand eight hundred and elighty~eight tythables
at thirteen pounds per Poll. The items of expense agalin In -
cluded ferriage, keeplng of bridges, surveylng of roads, and
viewing of tobacco fields. (76)

In reviewling the economic development of Colonlal Chester=
field it becomes very evident that the basis of its wealth
was tillage of the soll. The efforts at mining and manufact-
uring fren were rather spasnmodic. Other manufacturles such
as implements made by the blacksmith and carpenter, linen,
woolcn, and cotton goods made in the home,and flour and meal
at Falling Creek and Xennon's 1111 Creek were fcor home consuupe
tlon and not exportation and trade. They were products of

stern necessity and not of the incllnation of the people.

(74) Records of Henrico County, Order Book 1737-1748. P. 240,
Virginia State Libeary,.

(75) Records of Henrlco County, Order Book 1737-1748, P, 256,
Virginia State Library.

(76) Records of Henrico County, 1737-1748, P, P, 294-295,
Virginia State Library,
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Beonomice necessity forced the early settlers to malke the
moat of hia time and land. The bottom landas on the upper
stretches of the James and 1ts tributaries on the southside
vielded abundantly to the labors of these sturdy frontlerse
men, The land patents and deed books of this perlod speak
eloquently of this type of economy,
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Chapter IIX
Bases of Soclal Development

When peopnle are separated from thelir native homes and
familiar institutlons, the ideals and customs which were
enshrined there become doubly dear to them, This was well
demonstrated by the early settlers who set up in a wildere
ness offering every imaginable, untoward circumstance, a
soclal system of institutions, customs and ideals which gave
colonial Virginla the aspects of a minlature, transplanted
EFngland, The physical make up of this system was, of course,
modified by the exigencles of the place and time. No soocner
had Sir Thomas Dale completed the establishment of his settlew
ments at Henrico Island, Coxendale, and Bermuda Hundreds and
City than English usages began to take form only to suffer a
severe set back by the hostility of the Indians in 1622, and
from which there was no notable recovery for nearly a half
century.

Some of the reasons for thie colonization of early Chestere
field were social as well as economic. When the new settler
arrived he found social distinctlons quite 2s well marked as
In England, with the additional incentive of a chance to rise
to a higher classe. (1) The 1life which the Virginien led on
hls estate was esscntially the same as the life led by the
English landed gentry. The absolute absence of towns or
cities in this region made life even more rural than in Eng-

land and this appealed to the transplanted ZInglishman and

(1) Bruce, Pe Ae The Sociel Life of Virginia in the Seven-
teenth Century, J. P. Bell & GCO., Lynchburg, Va. 1927, P. 22,
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cauzed him to form tastes and hablts sinmilar te those of the
rural geantry of the old country. These tastes were probably
even accentuated by the greater disneraion of the population
and the larger size of many of the estates. Virginla, too,
was absolutely loyel to the Church of England, (2) but never
went to the same exbtreme in persecuting the varilous dissentlng
sects as dld the colonies to the north, Another important
reason for the attractiveness of this reglon, especially to
the femilles of wealth, was the opportunity offered the father
of a nurber of boys to settle the second, third end fourth
sons on estates of thelr own, either by patents from the Regal
Govermment or by purchase at & low price, In this way it was
pogssible for several sons of the same famlly to become landed
sentlemen, The first son established in England under the
primogeniture laws, and the others in Virginia either by purw
chase or by land natents, But having once beccme settled here
the primogeniture laws held for their children just as rigidly
ag In FEngland., The extent to whleh thlis class was attracted
ig shown by the fact that three-fourths of those who signed
the charter of 1612 were in the circle cf the landed gentry,
while one hundred and twenty of the nuwiber had been or still
wore members of Parliament, This position wes ususlly held
by land owners of the kingdom. (3)

Class distinctions were definitely evident in the very

earlliest settlement made by Dale at Henrico Island. When he

(2) Bruce, P, A, Social Life in Virsinia, P. 20,
(3} Brown, Alexander, The Genesis of the United States, Houghton
MLfflin Co., New York, 1890, vol, 11, P, 542, (Charter of 1612)
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began to bulld his town there, he provided barracks for his
common workmen, but built "five good houses on the verge of

the river to house the better sort of people". (4) 1In the
farming reglon at Bermuda Hundreds he again establlshed
classes among the planters - some were granted the prilvilege

of tenants, others were designated as common laborers. These
tenants after 1617 placed after their names the title “planter®
and thereafter became a distinct class. (5) These two classes,
the laborer or servant and the landed gentry, were the only
clagses well distinguished in colonial Chesterfield. The lande
owners informelly designated themselves as planters or gentle=
men, but the greatest proof employed by them of their soclal
distinction was the use of authentic coats of arms, This right
was based upon property ownership and social standing and cone
firmed by the English crown., Armorial bearings were not as
freely and loosely assumed in those days as at present. (6)

A glance at some of the colonial records shows that the
leading men designated themselves by two or three different
titles depending upon whether they were thinking at the time
of their soclal rank or thelr calling. For example, John
Goode of Chesterfield in the same document called himself

"gentlemsan™ in one place and "planter in another place. (7)

(4) Stith, William, The History of the First Discovery and
Settlement of VirginTa, Wm. Parks, Gilllamsburg, Voe §§ZW, P.124.
(5) Brown, KIexanéer, he First Republic in Americe, Houghton
Mifflin Co,., New York,“I§§6:“VEIT”§, Pe P, 209=210,

(6) William and Mary Quarterly, ede L. G. Tyler, Vole 1, P.67.

(7) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677=-1692, P, P, 189=190,
Virginla State Library,
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The cocial rank was called of both the grantee and the grantor
in deeds. One example of this 1s to be found about 1672, in

an agreement between Robert Bowman and Richard Kennon both
residents of the southern part of the county on Swift Creek.
Bowman was designated as "planter" and Kennon as "merchant",
In another agreement in 1679 both Martin Flam and John Bowman
described themselves as "Planters". (8) The Carys of Ampthill
who had perhaps the best claim to the title "gentleman"™ after
their names, were often designated "planters" and Henry Cary
as “carpenter", These people didnt!t work at the actual task
of sowing and planting or building a house, but they super=
vised that type of work because they thought 1t was profit-
able, Cary was an ancestor of Archibald Cary and one of the
founders of one of the most aristocratic families in Virginia
and yet he was a bullding contractor. (9) Some of the wealthler
famillies of the county who were of the class of landed gentry
are listed as examples of this class and not as an exhaustive
1list, Richard Kennon of Conjurers Neck, Edward Digges of near
Berruda Hundreds, William and Henry Randolph of liatoax, the
Eppeses of the Swift Creek vicinity, William Hatcher of near
Bermuda Hundreds, Seth Viard of Shefflelds, Miles Cary of Ampte
hill, John Goode of Whitby, Christopher Branch on Kingsland
Creek, John Bolling on the Appomattox River, Dr. liathews on
Falling Creex, Samuel Cobbs on Swlft Creek and Captain Osborne

on Proctor'!s Creek are good examples of the landed gentry in

{8) Records of HHenrico Count Vol. 1677-1692, P.P, 83=84.
(9) Wiliiam and lary Quarferix, Vol, V. Pe 195,
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Chesterfield up to about 1740 or later. (10)

The other class of whiites in Chesterfield at that time,
though undoubtedly numerous, have left little record. Tlabew
urally the County records reveal the activities of the ruling
classe. The laborer and servant, not owning eny land, did not
even have his name listed among the tythables, A few families
of the wealthier class even in colonial days maintalned a
county riug in politics and kept themselves in office. The
Cocke, Eppes, Randolph and Farrar families held all the more
important public offices in Henrico from 1670 to 1700, (11)

The early settlers and frontiersmen of that part of Henrico
now known as Chesterfield County like men of every other local=
ity in Virginiae were little concerned about any definite system
of education, and not at all concermed about public primary
education after the first attempt near Henrico Island and its
collapse for many decades, The earliecst attempt to establish
a university, college, and primary school, however, was nmade
at Henrlco Island. Early in the year 1619 fifteen hundred
pounds sterling had been ralsed under the ausplces of the
Virginlia Cormpany of London for a proposed college in Virginla,.
The greater part oi the money ralsed was the result of the
untiring efforts of kdwin Sandys and Reverend Patrick Copeland,
(12) February 22, 1619 an unknown person gave five hundred

and fifty pounds in gold for the same purpose. Also "I, He S,"

(10) see Lcucrico Records referred to previcusly, and Virginia
Land Patents DBooks 4 TO 33.

(11) see Records of Henrico Count% covering this period.

(12) Stanard, lery lewton, Virgini's Firast Century, J. Be
Lippincott Co., New York, 1928, P, 162.
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seve Yas a pledge of devotion to the sacred work a commmunion
cupp, cover and case; A [rencher plate for the bread; A
Carpet of crimson velvett; A linnen Damaske Tablecloth and
Fower great Bookas%. (13} The necessary funds for building
the college haviang been ralsed the Virginia Company of Lone
don in aAugust 1619 sent over L£ifty men to begin work on the
college landse. (14) On Hovewmber 17, Sir Ddwin Sandys recom=
mended that a hundred more be sent over in the spring “with
divers stald persons amongst themy a hundred young persons
as apprentices, and send a hundred young maids to become
wives, that children and familles might make them less movew
able and settle them together with their posteretie in thaw
soile%, (15)

The site of the college was selected at the point where
Dale made his first setﬁi&mcmt in 1611 on Henrieo Island. It
wag called Henrilcopolis, and 1s now known as Farrarts Island,
Ten thousand acres of land were reserved on the north side of
the river for the unlversity, one thousand acres on the south
side for the college, and one hundred acres on the scuth side
for a primary school, (16) All of the lands of the college
and the primary school and that part of the univerasity grounds,
cut off by the Dutch Gap canal and now known as Ferrar's Island
lie in Chesterfield County. Not only was %this the first
attempt 1n English speaking Amerlca at establishling an

(13) Quoted in Stanard, Mary Newton's Virginia's First Century,
Pe 163
(14) Tyler, L. Ge The Cradle of the Republic, Heirmitage Press,
Richmond, 1906, P. 291,

215; Quoted in Stanard's Virginials First Cenggﬁz, P, 163,

16) Stith, Wllliem, The Hlstory o e Trs 880Ve and
Settlement of Va.,, Wn. rarks, WiTI{ams urg, vVae 1747, P.165,
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institution of higher learning, but the school on the south
slde was the beginning of elementary and secondary education
in this country. The first rector of this institution was
the Rev. Patrick Copland or Copeland and the superintendent
of bulldings and plantations was George Thorpe. (17)

In 1619, the yesr that the college was established at
Henricopolis, the town which 1Included the college people and
buildings and Coxendale was represented at the first Represen=
tative Assembly at Jamestown by John Dawse and John Polentine-
while Berrmide Hundreds sent Samel Sharpe and Samel Jordan,
(18) This indicates that this settlement was considered of
great significance in the colony and was ranked as a borough
or town. By 1622 the construction of the university bulld=
ings had begun and a nuriber of houses had been buillt. Among
the houses on the island was a guest house or tavern, and the
town looked to be prospernus., There was every indication that
the university and town would be a success, but the entire
setitlement was suddenly brought to complete destruction by
the Indian massacre of lMarch 22, 1622, (19) However, there
were a few persons left on the college lands, and in 1624
it was still ranked ss a borough, belng represented in the
House of Burgesses that year by Thomas Liorlett and Gabriel
Holland., (20)

No records are available toc show that another attempt

(17) Tyler, Lyon G. The Cradle of the hepublic, The Hermitage
Press, Richmond, Vae., L130G. Pe 221e
2183 Stith, Wiliiam, History of Virginias, P, 162,

19) stith, Wn., Eistory or %Irginia P, 162

(20) Brown: Alexander, The First Hepublic iﬁ America, Houghton
Miff1lin Co., New York, 1898, P. 579
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was made by the government during the next hundred and twentye
five years to establish an educational institution in the
countye. The government did, however, seek to regulate the
private instruction to some oxtent. On August 2, 1686 the
court at Varina ordered "that schoolmasters wust not officiate
In that capaclty without flrst obtaining a license from the
court, (21) And in order to encourage learning the court
ordered that certaln schoolmasters be exempt from the payment
of taxes. As an example of such exemptlons we find in the
mlnutes of the Orphans Court of 1686 the followlng order:
"Mr, Nathaniel Hill, schoolmaster, having severed himself out
of Glocester County and here settled, upon his peticion it
is ordered (for ye encouragement of learning and instruction
of youth 1n this County by inviting eble tutors here to reside)
that he be this year free and exempted from paying any levyes®
(22) It is impossible to tell on which side of the river lr.
1I111 resided, but the court action was representative of both
the Henrico and the Chesterfleld side, in the liberal attitude
taken toward education.

There are further evidences of private schools in the
county during this period when school teachers were forced
to appeal to the court to collect the fees due them for teache
ing. On February 1, 1687, & lir. Thomas Daulby petitioned the
Orphant's court "for payment from Elizabeth, Executrix of Robert

(21) Colonial Records of Henrico Count inute Book of Orphants
Court, Boo irg ate Library.

(22) Colonial Records of Henrieo County, lMinutes, Book II,
P, 241, Virginia State Library.




(49)

Bullington, thirty shillings sterling for schooling of two
children for nine months. (23) Another instance of an ine
structor's efforts to collect his fees for a somewhat dife
ferent type of instruction was when Willlam Garrett on April
20, 1688 asked the court to compel John Floyd to pay flve
hundred pounds of tobacco and five shillings sterling for
teaching him to "play skillfully with Backswords and Rapier",
(24) These and simllar orders and court minutes and the
abgence of a school system reveal a social order in which the
meagre education offered the youth was either under prilvate
tutelage or in small schools privately malntained,

The popular diversions of early Chesterfieldians as well
as early Virginians were very simllar to those of England of
the same perlod, They consisted of playing cards, drinking
and dancling, acting, horse racing and betting on everything
that took place = whether it be a horse race, a game of cards
or the weight of some object. The drinking of the people of
Colonial Chesterfleld was a custom transplanted from England.
It was not only confined to occaslons when friends assembled
in the home of some planter, or in the taverns; but at any
occasion public or private where people congregated. The
colonial records show that even at funerals there was exceed=
ingly heavy drinking and feasting and firing of guns. At
the funeral of lirs. Elizabeth Eppes of Henrico who lived in
vicinity of Swift Creek, the following food and drinks were

(23) Colonial Records of Henrico County, Minutes, Book II,
P, 260, Virginia State Library.

(24% Colonial Records of Henrico County, Minutes, Book II,
P, 274,
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consumed: "For her Funerall¥, 10 1lbs. Butter, 2 gallons of
Brandy, & pepper, % ginger, 5 gallons of Wine, 8 1lbs. sugar,
one steer seven years old, and three lar;e weathers (sheep).
The total cost of this feast as valued in the inventory of
the Eppes! estate was one thousand three hundred and sixty
one pounds of tobacco., (25)

It appears that playing cards and betting on the game
was a universal pastime among the people of the county., Nu=
merous instances are recorded showing that they took their
disputes over the winnings to the court. About 1680, John
Piggott, playing at cards with Martin Elam and John lillner
in the home of liartin Elam in the present Chesterfield County
had won three hundred pounds of tobacco, but thought it should
be much more. He petitlioned the court for a settlement of his
grievances. (26) Several years later, the Henrico Court was
called upon to settle a dilispute arising over a bet between
William Stone and John Broadnax as to the relative weight of
gold and quick silver., (27) Several such cases might be given
to show this tendency to bet on any and everything about which
there was a difference of opinione.

Perhaps the most popular and certainly the most spectacular
dilversion in the county in the colonial period was horseracinge.
All through the period efforts were made to improve the breed

of horses in the state with a view to providing saddle horses

(25) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677=-1692, P. 258, Va,.
State Llibrary.

(26) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677-1692, P. P. 28, 224,
Virginia State Library.

(27) Records of lenrico County, Minutes, Book 1682-1701, P. 199,
Virginfe State Library.




O 4y s

ne

SOLLEGe

(51)

for the planters and horses of great specd for the frequent
races. In 1643 the Assembly gave speclal privileges to
breeders of horses of this type. (28) To encourage the use
of home breeds, an act was passed 1ln 1663 making legel the
exportation of horses and prohibiting the importation. (29)
Ten years later another act was passed by the House of Bur-
gesses prohibiting the importation and placing further re-
strictions upon the breed -« actually requiring anyone who
engaged in horsebreeding to improve the stock. (30) The
Virginians were great lovers of horses and horse-back riding.
Rev, Hugh Jones stated that: "They are such lovers of riding
that almost every ordinary person keeps a horse; and I have
Imown some spend the morming ranging several miles 1in the
woods to find and catch thelir horses only to ride two or
three miles to church, to the Court House or to a horse race",
(31) Whet was true of Virginilans generally was especlally
true of the people of Chesterfield, Of the twenty-three cone
spicuous breeding establishments in Virginia after 1730 when
horses began to be bred and kept for racing purposes only,
two were in Chesterfield. One was owned by Sarmuel Duval whilch
produced the famous stallion, "Silver Eye", and the other was
owned by Thomas Goocde of Whitby which produced the equally

famous sire " Lofty". (32) The speedy quarter mile race was

(28) Hening, William Waller, Statutes at Lerge of Virginia,
Bertow, New York, 1823, Vol, .

(29) Hening's statthS’ Vclo 2, Pe P. 267 271.

(30) Journel o ouse of Burgesses 1659-1695, PsPe 60,279,
(31) Jones, Hugh, Present state o ir inia, Published
under the Royal Exc nge, London, s 49

(32) Harrison, Fairfax, The Back round of the Americen Stud
Book, 0ld Dominion Press, Richwond, Va. P, P. 13, 14, 15,
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the type of race for wiich the southside was famous and is
to be inferred that tihicse races held in the vicinity of Ber-
rmada Hundreds were on a quarter mile track. (33)

Disputes, arising from the races, which were settled in
court furnish evidences of frequent races st Bermmda Hundreds
during the latter half of the Seventeenth century. A dise
pute erose between Mr., Edward Hateher and Hr, Andrew lartin
about 1680 over a race on the Bermuda Hundreds track. Rlchard
Ligon cleimed the horse Hatcher was about to run was his and
would not let it run. It so happened that they had staked
their horses on the race, Sinee Hatcher and Ligon could not
agree &8s to whose horse it was, lartin ran his horse over the
track alone and, therefore, won the other horse. The Judges
awarded the race to him, but 1t was necessary for the Henrico
Court to settle the ownership of the disputed horse., (34)

The track at Berrmmda Hundreds became one of the most popular
places for social gatherings in the county. Here in July 1688
& race was run between horses belonging to ilr, Abram Womeck
and kr, Richard Ligon. The former ridden by Thomas Cocke and
the latter by Joseph Tanner, & servant of lr. Thomas Chambere
laine., Mr, Chamberlaine and Mr., Abram Childers were selected
starter anda Jjudge respectively. The horse ridden by Cocke
shied from the track and Cocke cried out, "this is not & fair

start®, Mr, Ligon's horse won the race. A dispute arose,

(33) sStanard, W, G, Racing in Colonial Virginias, Virginie

Bilstorical lagazine, Vol, 2, P. 294,
{34) Records of lenrico County, Vol. 1677-1692, P. 254,
Virginia State Library.




Mr, Childers upheld the start and the dispute was taken to
Henrico Court. (35) HMr. Chamberlaine was a party to another
rece about 1698 1n Chesterfield at Conecock or Cunnecock on
the Appomattox River at which race not only was a gallon of
rum consumed by the principals but his wager with lMr, Ligon
amounted to forty shillings. (36) Another race course in
Henrico County (?resumably on the south side of the river
from the names of the principals taking part) was known as
the Ware, In 1698 a race took place on this track between
the horses of ir. Thomas Jefferson, Jr. and Mr. Thomas Hardiman
at which heavy betting took place and a dispute arose which
was carried to court for settlement. (37)

Not only did the court find among 1ts dutlies the settling
of betting diaputes of this pleasure loving upper class, but
it took some steps toward governmentgl regulation of moral
conduct., In 1692 one Brildgett Lugrove allias Churchhouse was
summoned to court upon a presentment by the grand jury for
"having a base child by a negro". (38) Another case of a
similer nature 1is found in the records of the liay Court of
1744 when the grand jury indicted lary Sharp for having a
bastard chlld. She was ordered to appear at the next court

to stand trial on the charge. (39) There are other references

(35) Records of Henrico County, lilnutes, Vol. 1682-1701, P, 38,
Virginisa ate rarye

(36) Virginia Historical lagazine, Vol. II, P, 297, For location
of Cunnecock also see Henrico Land Patents, Book 17, P. 211,

State Land Office, Rlchmond, Va,

(37) Records of Henrico County, Order Book, April 1, 1698,

(38) §9cor&s of Henrico County, liinutes of Orphents Court, Book 2,
P. 42‘
(39) Records of Heunrico County, Order Book, 1737-1748, P, 256,
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to the regulation of morals such as the imposition of fines
for swearing, non-attendance at church and the like,

The social spirit end hospitality of the people were enw=
hanced by the very nature of the country itself as well as
by the customs brought here from the mother country. EFach
plantation of the wealthier class boasted a residence similar
to the English manor house, from which unstinted hospltality
was dispensed to all. It has been sald that a traveler in
VirginiaVneeded no other recommendation to the people than
that he was a "human ereaturc"; that if he was in want of
food or shelter, he had but to inquire the way to the nearest
gentleman's scat, and there he would be entertained with the
best that could be obtained, whether the master and his family
were at home or merely the servants in charge. (40) Some of
the inns in the county were distinguished for a hospltality
and warmth of entertaimment almost equal to the private homes
of the planters and greatly superior to the ordinary tavern.
Some of these inng were kept by men of refinement who had
been driven to this mode of making a living by 11l fortune,
Some, too, were prominent and wealthy citlzons who had taken
over the operation of a hostelry as a side 1line, and by choice.
An example of thls was probably Thomas Cocke who was licensed
to keep a tavern in the county in 1685. (41) The colonial
mansions throughout the county remotely situated, as they

were, and stocked with the luxurles of 0ld England were no

(40) Beverley, Hobert, History of Virginia, Richmond, Va,
P, 258,
(41) Records of Henrico County, Vol. 1677=1692. P. 330.
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doubt the scenes of frequent revelries of dancing, playing
gamsé, and feasting and drinking and other such armusements
as might have been dictated by the desires and tastes of the
groupe. Some of these famous residences are: Sheffields,
Whitby, Proctors, and llatoax of the earliest perilod, and
Conjurers Neck, Ampthill, Cobbs, the seat of the Branches
on Kingsland Creek, the seat of Doctor latthews on Falling
Creek, and Cunnecock of a little later perlod. The mode of
travel from plantation to plantation must have been either
by boats and sloops on the convenlent streams or by horse-
back through the none«tooswellekept bridle paths and roads.
From the foregolng accounts of the various soclel phases
of the life of the people of Chesterfleld County during the
period of its early development as & part of Henrico, a close
similerity to English customs and usages of that time 1is
discernable, The reasons for this IEnglish social atmosphere
are very evident., Druce says that one of the foremost reasons
is the fact that "the great bulk of the population was of un-
mixed English blood" during the Seventeenth century. (42)
This was said of the state of Virginla and it is gqguite true
of Chesterfield County during its first century; but after
about 1700 the western part of the county had a strong element
of French blood comlng from the French Huguenot settlement of
1700 at Manakin Town situated across the line in Powhatan

Countye (43) This group played a conspicuous part in the

(42) Bruce, P, A., Social Life of Virginia, P, 255,
(43) See Marble Teblet in Old lenaklin Church, also Hening?s
Statutes, VOlL. 111, Pe P. 201, 478,




(56)

subsequent development of the county. Other reasons may be
found in the absence of rellglous heresy to a very great ex-
tent and loyalty to the established church, the sharp dife
ferences between the upper and lower classes, the presence

of many great landed estates, and a governmental system wheree
by a closed ring of landed gentry governed the county under
the regal government 1n the same manner as the shires of the
mother country were governed,

It probably appears that the prevalling social sgystem of
the time was narrow and somewhat provinclal, and this 1s ex-
plainable in terms of the fact that i1t was a country which was
only recently a great wilderness., This system did, however,

form the bases for soclal developments which were destined
later to produce indellible lmpressions upon the subsequent
history of the Commonwealth of Virginia if not of the nation.
The culture and refinement of manners of thls colonial period
would do justice to the Earl of Chesterfleld for whom the

region was named in 1749 when it was erected into a separate

county.



Chapter IV

Westward Expansion and Formatlion
into & Separate County

The settlements traced, in Chapter I, for about three=

fourths of a century after the early developments by Dale

in 1611 were confined entirely tc the regilon lying between

the fall line and the James River. Thils tide~water section
comprises only a scant thilrd of the present county of Chester-
field, The reasons for the retarded expansion toward the west
are to be found in the fact that it was an inaccessable and
heavily wooded territory inhabited by fierce savages, the land
was less fertile than the river lands on the James and Appo=
mattox Rivers below the falls, and that even frontiersmen are
loathe to carry thelr settlements and civilization far from
the water ways provided by nature, untll forced to do so by
the press of population upon economic resources, The 1lmpetus
given westward settlements in this region, however, antedated
the general expanslon in the state under Governor Alexander
Spottswood by at least a decads.

In the latter part of the seventeenth century there were
indicatlions of a trend westward above the falls for piloneer
settlements, in which were to be found the sturdiest English
stock in the colony and ln which governmment was lax end indi-
vidualistic. In 1689 the people had appealed toc the county
government for some correction of its wealkmnesses in that region
and some protection for life and property from the less scru-

pulous and criminally inclined settlers. The county government











































































