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IWTRONLCT IO

In & country whers democragy dictates that an esy be kept for
the »ill of the people, "the people” assune an importence Ly reeson of
which they merit study., Such study ls, howsver, difficult; for seldm
do they react 88 & unit to make theilr collective will imown., They may
best e studied when there ia & unity of time and plece within whieh
they may sot, & foesl point te narrow down and concentrate their
reactions, and & gathering plree Lo molke them stimuletinzly aware thet
they are sharing their experlence with one ancther, These condiiions,
present in populer eolections, are slso fulfilled in the plavhouse; for

thestre, bty the very nsture of it3s pressntation, is a sociel arg,

In s coomunity where there is no orzsnised opposition to
theatrical presentations, a representative zroup of people gethers in
the playhouse, Imciked closely tozether, keenly aware of the group of
which they are & part, their sttentlon {s focussed, in time end gpecs,
upon the staze, The individuel, through empsthy, enters into the
protagonist of the dreme and sasimilates the stage experisnce of the
aetor. “hile he thus brosdens his horiszon he is pleasantly awsre
thet his experience is shared. It 1a this concentration of interest
snd the feeling of ehared experience that are the amalgameting foroes
which melt down an oddly assorted sgroup of speotators into an

asudienoce.

in the mnonymity of its ocomposite parts, and in the personalisy

]

of the whole, an audience closely approxicates “the people,” and an
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sudience cen te studied and ewnluateod, ! zood metor senees the most
minute reaction of the ecomposite friend or foe Vvefore him and subtly
varies his performance in soccordance with it, fe tests the temper of
the publis, net by v, Jallup's sclentiifiec sampling of the purts, but
by his personal, seismozraphies, recording of each smotiomal Sremor of
the whole, iiis future brightens when an audience epplaunde, end darkens
when it is daad, hostile, or merely inatientive, It le thus protaeble
that any setor, who has spent a lifetime on the stsze, has learned to

rezister the will of the audience end evaluate it.

“uch , then, aan he lsarned sbont the people of Virrinia in the
firet vears of the Republie Ty & study of their amusements, “hat did
these poopls find entertaining, ins:ructive, offensive, or objectiom.
stle. et decands 3id they make congerning segregation of clagses or
races within the playhousee? 7=hieh pleys, encoureged, wsre repeated,
and which were banned by censorahlp or literary oriticlism, or simply
leck of spyplause or subsequent empty houses? “hieh actors plessed the
poeopls, and what was the secret of their pleesinzg? How was the thestre
to reash the people who were so widely seattered in an azrionlturel

8tate?

Thass are the gquestiomma whieh this study sesks to anawer,
Source material for the study hes heen diffieult te loeate., Social
histories are Yssed upon materiml zathered in the northern citiem, and
ment ion of the South 19 made emsuslly as 1f in deference %o the cut.

lying distriets, Theatre histories follow the aame pattern. Wovhere



viig
iz there any sention of the fact that, while theatriczl performances
wore ejeinst the law in thiladelphie, bearmed in Foston, end zrudgingly
tolerated in Tew York, they were woloomed in baltimore, Fickaond,
retersihurz, Morfoll, Cherleston, and Savennsh and probably smany of the
ensller towns of the Sguth, Sparcaly populated ss they undoubtedly
were, five Virzinia towns had built theatres by popular subscoriptiom

tefore the end of the eighteenth cen‘bury.l

Thet the southern theatres have been so nejlected, is larzely
due to the fect that there are 850 few newapapers, bLroadsides, or
playbills availeble for the student., 7The newspeper accounts, whieh
fore the backbone of this study, were sathered from eleven different
litraries; there are never.tie.less, obvious omissions which could
only have been filled by vieits teo the litraries of Harwrd, Yale,
the University of “isconsin, the Huntingtom Library, and the fmerisen
Antiquerisn Smams,z Howover, from the limited azount of materisl
covered, & ploture bezine to emerze of an sudience made up of a cross
segtion of the population, partially sezregated within the playhousss,
vhoss spprecistion of the best in drama, or whose love of dance, musle,

and color, is raflected in the plays ihey encourazed, There emerzes,

L plehzond, Forfolk, Petersburs, Predericksburz, and Alewandria,

2 vjorofilm of all known issues of early newspapers from
Yirzinia cen be obtsined from these inetitutions, but the cost of
securing such copies would prove prohiblitive, “ithout e perussl of
these papers, it ornnot ve ascertained which lssues would contein
nsterisl of wvalue to the subject,
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also, the stirring story of two couples of players who, coming from
Eazlend to & new land, established s thestrical oompuny whieh wae to

endurs for {wenty.two years, ocutliving all four of them,

This then is & otep Ltoward the telling of sn untold story -. the
story of 2 people who, unbaopered by the religious restrictione of the
Calvinists and Quekers, and aided by 8 long history and traditien of
zood theatre, weloomed the companise of comediana, supported thelr
productions, subscribed to shares in their theatreg, ocoasiomally actad
with then and wrote plesys for them, and, in their newspupers, followed
then when they pleyed out of towm, Thias study is & contribution towsrd
the zZroundwork thet must be done tefore the history of the theatre in

3

the South can be w»ritten,” before & true picture of the Awerican

thestre van enere,

3 The vericus thestires of the South eppear to be inextriestly
btound tocether. Uennis Fyan, Jodwin and sedrath, Vest end Eiznall,
Placide, Ireen and Twalte, Toung, and Caldwell .. 8ll played in more
than one state in the South bvetween 1784 and 1820, Caldwell, the last
in point of time, played in Charleaston, South Ceroline; Petersburg,
Virzinia; snd Yew Urleans, To dnrte, there ere two excellent books on
the Charleston Theatre and aun intersstinz end walustle article on the
rekersburz Thestre, Tle sarly French theatre in Yew Orlsans las teen
toucl.ed upon, and the Riehmond themire has been studied for the period
of 1910438,
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Virginia's Contribvution to the Theatre:
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Dermis Ryan snd his Compeny of Comediens
The Desth of Demnis Rysn



CHAITER I

In Vircinia, “"Flays and Romances” were "more resd than the
Iistory of the Llessed Jasua,“l and playhouses were wmore popular than
&hurahes,a vhatever the sccuracy of this statement of Heverend Semuel
Davise, Virzginia, from early in her history, could boest that pricveless
end lrrepliaceatle inzredient of zood theetre, an mudience, Such an
audience, like a lodestone, drew actors to it and aided them materially
in providing the playhouses necsssary for thelr srt, 7The history of
the theatre in Virzinia is thus shbundent, veried and long, A rveoord

pf 1t dates hack ss early es 1555 when The Bear and The Cub was

presented in Accomme County., A charze was lodged szainst the sotors
¢f this plece, btut the court adjudged the play hermless, and the
conplalnant wae foreed to pay the coﬂ%l.a By the middle of the seven.

toenth osntury, the Virzinls audience wee weking its presence felt,

1 7his stetement is found in & sermon delivered Ly the Reverend
Samuel Devies in 1766: "Relizion end ratriotism, the Constitution of &
Jood Soldier,” quoted in raul _eivester Ford, “ashinston and the Theatre

2 gewersl visitors to Virzinis in the eizhteenth century
conmented on the pepularliy of the pleybouse end the scercity of
ehurches in Plchmond, retersburg, end Yorfolk, Pemarks concerning
the Feorfolk pleyiouse and churches mey be found in Anne Pitson, A
Foetical ricture of America (London, 1805), 183.80, TYosh “ebster,
visiting retersburg In 1785, noted that the church, as in Fichmond,
was built st a distence from the town; that it seemed to he the taste
of Virziniens to locets their churehes as far s possitle from towm
end their playhouses in the center of it: Edward A, "yekt, 1V, "Three
reterstury Theatres,” "illiam snd .ary Quarterly, 23 sev,, "I (1341},
87,

$ virzinia, Aserican (uide Series (Yew York, 1u40), 137,
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Yarl;y in the wmext century, 1718, the first theatre tuilt in the
tritish continental colonles wus erected &n "ililismetlurz, *Jirrf;inia;é
and in 17862, Lewis Mallem, Senior end hils company, the first profes.
gional ccmpany of ocomedieans erriving from Ingland, lended et Torktown,
from there, they procesded to “illiamshury where, on the £ifth of
Septenter, they opened thely treatre witl The Levshant of Venice and

tre faree The mtam&st.ﬁ ions tefore the Fevglution, the residents

of Torfolk, Tappehanuook, vetersburg, Fredericusburg, and “illiermebury
enjoysd the opportunity of matohing thely favorite plays enwcted upon

it nta;;;eﬁ

tThe keen snd widespread interest in the tleatre evinced by
Virzinians 18 evident not only from the playbills and newspaper records
of the professional theatre performences, but alse from the number of

amateurs sho played for theiy own anmusement ,? the lists of plays

4 govert I, isnd, “"The Firet “illiscebury Theatre,” 'illism
and sary (uarterly, 54 ser., V (1948), 35050,

G yiprinia Jusette,(“illiamsburg, Virzinia), September 25, 1751,

6 “Ite Theatre in Bighteenth Century Virzinis outside of
*iliiemsburg ,” Virzinla iazemine, XXXV (1¥27), 3@@.

7 It wes not uncommon in the sightsenth oentury te find profes.
sional omsts sugmented Ly perts played by "younz zentlemen for their
aousoent,” There were also zroups which were wholly mmaeteur, acting
playe for their own enterbainment ce well es thet of thelr frieonds who
nede up the a dience, me of the earliest records of sueh a perforn.
ance wvomes to ue from the "dlary of Jobn Blair,” shich was written in
8a Almanag for 1781 (preserved in the Virginie iistorical Soclety) end
reprinted in the “illisx and vary Guarterly, last ser,, VIIXI (1839), 15,
This disry mentions & rehearsal of Cato In the dermit;ry of the College
of “illian and Hary,




availadls at the hockstores and lending uhrarm,a the amount of
dramatiec literature found in the privete libraries of such =well inown
pecpls as "Councillor” Carter ,8 Colonel "illiasm Byrd ll,w end Jeokn

1 from plsce nares such as "legrar's Push ’512 and the

tarie Custie,
nanes of ships and horses such ss Yorick, Hamlet, Desdemons, felviders,
and Polla., Certeinly the horse "Worwel, 7ot by Sherk, his dem by

Shakespenre out of lady ﬁarthumwuné“u voars the brand of & thesire

lover,

itk the comin~ of the Tevoiution, lLowever, thestre in
Virginia, as in all the other colonles, suffered an eclipse, In
Sctoter, 1774, the Continental Conzrese, lacking the power to prokibit
theatrieal performences within the states, recormended that the states
thamselves ehould pass lewe “to prevent theatrical entertainments,

horse.racing, and esuveh other diversions as are productive of idle.

8 enuseript list of book sales, probebly from william Funter's
bookstore in Filliemsburg, 1763.65, included in Virzinie :iseslieny,
16051772, in the Library of Congress,

¢ #ilip Viekers Fithien, Journel snd istters of ihilip Vickers
Fithian (“iliisusburg, 1948), 2867 |

10 wyett, “Three ietershurg fhestres,” 83,

11 charles Arthur Eoppins, "The Library of John ierke Cusetle,
Fesquire,” Tyler's listorical fmarterly, I¥ (1337), 87.108,

12 wyatt, in his erticle, "Three retersburg Theatres,” oculls
ettention to the fact that the present Jordan's roint wes once knom
as “Peszer's Bush,” which would seex to indicete 8 familiarity with
Pletcher's play,

13 11e Virzinie lereld (Frederickeburz), -srch 14, 1788,
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m-a.“"h5 Four deys later, the Uoniress made a second attexpt to foree

the abendonment of “expensive diversions and enterteinments”l®

by
asserting that the "frequenting of playhouses and theatricsl enter.
tainuents ez o fatal tendency to divert the =inds of the pecple from
& due sttention %o the means neosssary for the defense of the country

and ths preservation of theilr iiburtios“lﬁ

and any person in the
continsntal service “sto shall sot, promote, encoura-e, or stiend
suah: plays, shall te deemed unworihy to hold such office and shsll

o7 These rulinze, tozether «ith the

te sgcordiazly dlsalssed,
natural e¢xizencies of war, trouzhi about the histus Betmeen the
eolonial and the poaterewvolutionary theatre in imeries, For ten
y@mra,xﬁ then, Yirzinlans econcentrated their sunerilies upon the war
and the prodizicus task of reconsirueiion =hileh of necessity followed

the turning of ﬂarf@&k,lé the secking of the newly estatlished capitol

14 eorze . seilbamer, iistory of the smerican “heatre Luring
the lhevolutlon snd After {:hiladelphia, 1789 ), 11, Fle

16 srthur Hornblow, & Fist y of the les ¥
rthur K ; s & Fistory of the heaire in imerice
{ Ziladelphis, Wib), 1, 147,

is seilhamer, Ilatory of the Ameriesn Theasre, 1i, Fl,

17 ivia.

13 7re rulings of the Continental Lonvress put an end to enter.
tainment in Yirzinia in 1774 (exception noted). The first theatrical
production in Virginia after the =er was in Sicl mond in 1784,

¥ vorfoli was tomberded by Britisk ships in the harvor on
Jenuary 1, 1775; and later on tle sane day, men froxm these ships roved
askore and get ire to the =harves end the tuildings nearest tle ghore,
fzmrican scldiers aluo set fire to the buildinzs in “orfolik on the sams
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at Eicbmenﬁ,ze and the destruction csused Ly the batiles thet culmims.
ted in Yoritown, The only dracatic performances on record for thess
yenrs are those ziven by the British officers stationed at Steunton

snd Charloltesville in Vi!ginia.zl

Afver the war, as early as 1782, Southern audiences “el-omed

the thestre beck wholehesrtedl!y, Thie »as three yosrs before it wae

22 §» Miledelphis and Yew York, The firtting had

a8

zrudzingly tolerated

Lhardly ceased and the peace treeiies Lhad not Yeen sivned wh:en the

first postu.rar playhouss was opened iu Beltimore on Janusry 16, 17%3.26

day, sach arny seskiny to meke the city untemantakle for tre other, By
the third of Jenuary, nesrly 500 btuildinge had been destroved, Then,
esriy in February, 1776, by order of the Virginis Convention, the rest
of the town was burned. ihomes .. “ertenbesicer, Worfolk, listorie
Scuilbern sory (Durbem, ¥, C,, 1lud7}, 87.83,

%7 %ichmomd was plllsged snd plundered om Jemuery 5, 1781 by
nine hundred Hritish soldiers under the leadership of Benedict iArnold,
7, Asbury Chyistian, Fiohnmond, ler rast and rresent (Nichmend, 1912},
20.21.

21 nritish soldiers presented plavys in Etsunton end (harlottes.
ville, ‘eorge (, D, Odell, Annels of the Yew York Btaze (Vew York, 14527),
I, 153; Thomss Anburey, Trévels throuzh the interior rarcs of Awerice
(Boston, 1223), 1I, 258,

22 pwias Iallam was unsble to ottein & ilcense to play in
Filadelph ies when he returned there in 1784, resorted to borderline
porforusnces, advertised ee "4 iseture on Fesds," or "Strictures upon
the most ecinent Urematic Authors . ., o diversified »ith vusie,
Scevery, and other eeorstions.” The actore went to Fem York in
Aujust, 1756, lere they were counjpelled to resort to the ssme subter.
fuses, Thomes Ulerk iollock, The fhiladelphie Theatre in the Fiolhta
eenth Century (ihilmdelphia, 15%%), 414%; & ell, Annals, 1, 238

28 Treaty of raris, 3eptezter 3, 1783,

24 Seilhener, history of the Americen Theatre, 11, 54,




It woa Thomes Llewellyn .echwnere Wﬁllzs who built, with the aid of
Adan Lindssy, e tevern keeper at Fell's Ebint,eg this playhouse; and

it was he who raised itz first curtein on @ production of Fieherd IlI,

in this production he lLinself played the part of Richard, his »ife
Played Queen Flizabeth, and his deughter, the Mike of Y@rk.z? The
season had not progressed far Lelors sr, and ¥rs, Hyan made their
gppearance, Their first performance on record wea in Douzlass, in
which they played the parts of Yorwml and lady Emﬂel;&:.zg “ho this
couple were or where they »ad come from, ls open %o conjecture, but
from their first apgearance, they assumed a position of lesdership in
the company; snd, on June 9, 1783, Denniz Fyan formally took over the
manajenent of the Feltizore Company frow Lindsay end Wall.ag The
transaction seems %o heve been a friendly one; for, slthouzh Lindassy

retired, 7"all remained with the company and continued to play under

Byan, Seilhaner sugrzests that '"all nmay heve bteen very well satisfied

2% pull names are difficult to find in this pericd when theatre
prozrams listed actors 28 "ir, ww. only. There are several refsrences;
however, to Thomss %all, ke is listed es "Dr, Llewsllyn Leclmore »all”
(& nave which seems fanciful) in e playbill (Newhern, %, C,, Lay 18,
1737) owned by Colonial ¥illiemsburg, Ine,; and he 18 referred %o in
the incyclopedis Americapa (Chicazo, 1244), X¥VIi, 435, by all four
nenes and is noted there partioulsrly as raving mede a eollesction of
Pleybills which cover forty vesre of the life of en =ctor,

28 rnoyolopedie Americens, “IVI, 496,

27 Seilhaner, Listory of the American Theatre, 13, 54.

28 1vid,, 70.71,

2% jvid,, 59,



with the arranzement beceuse he profited finenecially, 4 further
explanetion for his »illingnees to step down may heve bvesn hin adwvenew
ing &ga;sg for the 1ife of an actor«mansger was sirenuous snd exsctinz

2nd required 8 tremsndous amount of sneryy,

iris energy, vitality, 224 resourcefuiness, the Ryans possessed
to & oaried degree, Usnnis Fyan set out imwediately to inerease his
audiences, The sige of faltizore in 1783 precluded any great increasge
in thet city, but there wes always the posgitility of moviny the
company to ancther looation, In June, therefore, he took them to Yew
York, viere they played until August Aixtcenth.51 Thet this seeason was
suoceszful »as no doubt dus to the feet that, sithcouzh the »ar was
over, iritish troops were still quartered in the city, Tre 1dle
officers must have found e selcome diversion in the thestrs, Dysn and

kisg coxpany of comadiansg left Yew York 2 month tefore the fyritish

30 “4thout & record of bis birth, it iz not possitle ts fo more
than make 2 brosd gzuess st wr, "™ll's sje. “e kmow only that thre
earlisst cention we Lave of him iz in the Southk Csrolina Jagetie,
Decexmbar 17, 1765, whick is quoted in Zole *§llis, The Lerleston jtese
in the Y¥ill fentury (Colusvis, 3, ©,, 1524), 70, This toreiber =itk
a1l the subssquent notlesa of his acting throuzhout tre colonies, shows
that he Las teen playing outelde of Ingland for nesrly 20 yesrs; snd
since Le adveriises limeelf as being from “the Thestrs Toyal, ITury
isne and the Iaymariket, .onden,” we ¢en be fulrly sure tret Le wes an
acztor of zome experience Lefore he ventursd abrasd, “& would zuess,
tken, that he was in his nidile forties, &ltlough he lived and amcted
for many years safter tris, it is a fair zuess that in 1783, ke ses
tesinning to feel Lis aze aftar elizitesn monthla of seiing lending
roles, planning, casting, directing end relearaing new plays, end
Eao2ling all e otler Jrotlsms whick faoad the metor-menetsy of hls day.

b | iglilhener, tistory of the smoricen Thestrs, II, 26.57,




éa;partgﬁgsa and, in the hope thet reo coull play next In hiladelphis,
te ssmt 2 petition thers, asking thet the low areinst rlsys Ye repeale
8d; hut the sgaendly tavled his apresl »n? %aoy 7o Turilar action on
23

tre mtsar,

The company returned to Paliizore, opening & seanson on lecewber
2, 173%, =hioh laated until February 14, 1784, In elosing, they

gnnouneed that they were 22ing next to Annupollias for three weebs Yo

pler Aurine the mcsa.s‘

BRyan, who had an eye for greener flelds, had written to
tenjasin Forrison, governor of Virginie, asiking for pernlssion %o
trint Lkis eompeny inte 4het stste, Jovernor Nerrisen'’s snswer written
on smreh 13, 1784, was surprisinsly encoureging:

The permission you reguest of introdueing inte this stats your
compsny of comedisna is most reedlly zranted so far as it reste
with ne, 1 8z sensidble thet these kinds of entertalinuents are
objected %o Lty some very 7ood men as tendiny So corrupt the morals
of the people, Their arzuments, however, lose thelir welzht with
as, beinz fived in the opinion thst s well chosen and well acted
play is amongat the firat of aoral lessons snd tend srestly to
inculcate and fix on the mind the moat virtuoua grime!glm.%

52 geilhamer, History of the Americsn Thestre, I, 56-37.

58 Thomas Clark rollock, The ihiladelphie Treatre in the
Fizhtsenth Cemtury (:hiladslphie, rey, 194,

54 seilnaxer, Listory of the jmerican Theatre, 1I, 106,

36 Jovernor Renjazin Nerrisen teo Wr, Fyan, Harch 18, 1784,
Yweeutive Latter Yook, Yo, 3, 2%, Tirgiris 3tate Library, "he lest
portion of this letter mey be found in Tyler's Guarterly serzezine,
111 (1920), 219,
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thus encoursged, Kyen made plens to tmike his coupuny soutk, Prom the
Scanty evidence we have, it would ssom that he firet mmde the trip
g&lone, leaving Ammepolis sometime afier the middie of sreh and
returning to ialtimore after the first of vay,’° In Flchmond, it
would sppesr that he talked with Jovernor Ferrisom, discusain: =ith
him Lhie plans for traveling still further south ae far as %m"l@stm
end perhaps, Sevennak, &ince there =ere no meil coaches at &Eaﬁ
time ,M Jovernor Hervison Zave hin a messase which he wished to hLave
delivered to the governor ef Jeorzia, *hile he was in Gickmond, Fyen
must also heve locked atout in seareh of a sultatle place in which
to play end have arranged to heve the necessary alterations mede in
the bullding he naiwtcd.w "¢ know thet he reached Charleston end
tlat at lsast & pert of the trip there from Flehzond, hLe made on
Lorsoteck, It would be interesting to know if ke stopped in reterse

turg where thore was 8 thestre whileh hed survived the revolution®” end

33 e itinerary compounded from all the sveileble smterial on
Dennis Hyen (see Appendix 1,) shows the zap in which it is reasonetle
to believe this trip toeck place,

37 puzh Blair Jrizebvy, The ?ﬁi.stori of the Virzinis Vederal

3% pennie hvsn's “Hew rhesatre” wiick later tecame imown as the
*314 Theetre,” was situated on uialn 5treet near the :mrket louse,
Chrietisn, Richmond, 27, This could hardly have been & new building;
for there would not heve been time between this visit and the Pirst
perforzance Jiven in the new thestre for it to hsve been erected, It
wag, in all probability, a warshouse or hern hurridly adepted to ithe
use of the comediens.

$9 97he sl@ rley Fouse™ is listed §n en sppraissl of the bulld.
inzs of retersbur:y in 17641788, elted in “yett, "Three ietersturg
Theatres,”
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“heve ha should have found & receptive audiaﬁz@.ﬁa ‘@ J¢ noew that on
vy 1, 1724, =n hia return $vip, e atopped in Prederichstury; for he

wrate Prom there to Wvsrnor Harrison:
Predericiketury, “ay Iﬁt.*l
v,

I 1x itk unfeoizn=4d sorrow I 22 under e nocessity of
inforsing Your Sresllency that thoge Yizpateles you were pleseed o
honor me with for the 3overncr of Jeorgla have niscarrisd,

¥y servant wupon the road rotbed me of & horse, my porimentesu,
and every lestter and pasper 1 pozszessed, smong whick thoss vere
eomtaired,

Prog chearles fown 1 took ks literty of writing & line %o the
Jovernar of Jeorzia, inforzming kim I »es enirusted =itk letters
from Your Sxeellency 2nd of =y misfortune,

I thought 1t necessary to forvard this sdvice to Tour
Txoellency, not inowing w=hat conssguence they =ight be of,

1 &z Your Hxcellency's most devoted,

Demis ﬁy&nnig

it is interesting to plece him thus in Frederickshurg and to wonder if
he found in this city & suiteble locetion for & thealre, In some ™ays,
it wouléd seem to Lave heen & more satlisfectory plsce tham ! ichwmond, It
vss describted bty @ treveler in 1784 as "s conaideratle town of trede,

furnish: ing the country rbané.”‘$ This thriving trade could e expected

40 Althouzh the only records of performances of Fyean's comedisne
in 1784 are for baltimore, (herleston, and Fichzond, it seoms prodetle
from their itinerary (see Appendix 1) t:at they played in other
southern towns as well, The fact that he uay have been locking for
edditionsl pleces to perforw, seems the omiy sensible renson for hLie
heving wmade the trip from Flehmond to (lLarlsston on Lhorasbaek,

41 Althougk the year is not given, it becowes evident fros
studyinz the itinersry (Appendix I) thet the year is 1784,

42 permis kyen to ‘gunjeamin ierrison, (ay lst, “enjamin larrison
vapers, Virginla State Litrary,

43 Joseph Lmdfield, An Fnylishmen in Americe, Douzles 3,
tobertson, ed, (Toronto, 1vEX), 1l.




to drew people to town feom Rle surroundlng countryside and ta put
maney in the pocikets of the yrospective sudienee, Anciher advantege
of ™redericisineg 85 8 loeriion for the players was the evlsience of @
theatre an’ the tredition of thestrigal gmrmrmmea.“ iren, too,
there waz “te rarmonio Soelety,” whicl kad slven & concert in
ésnwr:;‘s gnd aizht be counted upon Lo furnisk enthusisatic eand dig.
erimirating nesters of the audience and perbepe eoms “gentlesen for

thelr arusemens” to assist in the orchentra,

thether or not he ever 434 play in Proderickeburg, is open e
oonjecture; Yut in Dichoond on June &, 1784, he and bis company of
comedians were zrantsd “permission to perform public exhibitions on
the atere under such restraints g6 Comson all ahall deen emdiaﬁe.”‘“’
Thiz company ineluded the ir, 7all, who had bheen s manazer of the first
poat-revolutionery theatre in the United States, hie wife, vho had
played lesdiny roles in $hat thestre, sand his dsughter, who althouzk

8511l very ymmg.&? was proving herself an ssset in 2 couzpeny which

44 porert Lunt land, "Thestre in Colonisl Timea” (lnster's
Thesis, iniversity of Virginia, lvi6),

45 puger ¥ilkinson Jervey, "The South's Contribution teo lusie,”
in Jdohn Fell lennemen, ed,, Distory of the Literary and Intellectusl
Life of the South, Vel, VII of lhe south in the Fuilding of the Vatlion
Tl mond, 1009), 379 ‘

48 City of Plehmond Kecords, June 3, 1784, Virzinis State Library
imierofiln),

47 5ines her debut in 1782, she had played sueh perts as Flesnce
in imeteth, the Duke of lork in Eischard I1]l, the Pege in Fomeo and
Julfet, and the imid in School for Scandsl, Seiltexsr, iTstory of she
Amor losn Theatre, i1, 117,
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was called upon for so many operas, musical enterteinuents and entr'.
acte songe, In the few surviving projracms, (iss ¥all is partioculerly
noted as & ginger. There were also ir, lLewis, w0 plsyed “pleasant,

48 and his wife; Mr, and lrs, Smith;ég Lrs, lyde, a

light charscters,”
singer who hed joined the compeny in YNew York whe-e she had previcusly
assisted the Lritigh officers in their p&rfarmsnuss;sa and ir, Godwin,
whe had played in the colonies as early as 1758.51 There were also,
of cvurse, the Rysns, The list of parte whioh .ir, Eysan piayeéﬁg shows
versatility end e preference for the youny herges, lrs, "yan, on the
other hand, played aunts, mothers, chavber.smids, snd queens, and we

therefore piloture Ler as =ore rotund then her hushand,

The company was undoubtedly larzer than these few names would
see~ te indlcate, slihourh the scanty records extant fail to disclose
it, There were, in 2ll probability, a osypenter, responsibvle for the

?soenes and wachines” and e business menezer or how.kesper whose w=ork

48 Yveninz Fost (Charleston), July 11, 1786, quoted in ¥illie,
The Charleston Sgkge, 103.09,

49 It would seem thet ur, end irs, Smith were not neceassrily
related; sr, Smith heving been with Lindsay and "all during their
first season in bFaltimore, and “re, Smith, whom Odell mentions as being
one of the "military lsdies” who assisted the Fritieh officers, hinving
Joined tle compsny in 1783,

B0 geivvamer, History of the Americnn Theatre, 11, 683, 97;
Udell, Annals of the Yew York Staze, 1, 240,

61 5, 3, Sonneck, Barly Jpers in America {¥Vew York, 1516), 44.

62 je played Douglas, Hamlet, Cato, and Oroonoko in plays of
those nnmes; Jsorge in Jeorse larnwell, Falstaff in iinz lenry IV,
~acduff in .aereth, lano in Uthelln, end Fileh in Tezzar’'s Upers,




1s
was complleated by the leok of & unifisd netlional mometsry syat&mm and
the sesreity of sx0ll dhense ;'ﬁ‘ an? eitter or toth of these won would
kave teen eelled upom, when it seowed nocegsary, to s=ell the cromds or
lenzthen the proecessione on staze, The orowds end proceszicns wers no
doubt alao sugwented by the setor's femilies, The Yyams had twe sxell
eh1ldren? who muet hsve proved inweluetle; 2nd althoush there scema to
Lave teen no »r, Ve, there waz a wrs, Jodwin, who hed made hey dabul
on the stere in Jemmien with the Averican © m:;x&ﬂy.% Thevre sunt alese
kave heen mn grolestra lesder, 1¢ not %he orchestra iissl?, atlecled to
the ocompany; for the prozrars adwertised in tha popers include &t least
one opersa, wvhick eould not heve ‘esn performed without an orchestra to
play the overturs and aceompeniments, Oince these accompanizents were
not gzensrally =ritten out but were supplled from the ficured bess by

the offieial composer or arrsncer of ithe company $o 4% the local

& rhe infent Fepubtlie had net vet estevlishad the first United
S5tates Tank {1791e1811) or minted anv ecins, inglish coins were still
the most common medium of emehante altloush Premeh and Sparnish money
way alse widely used,

% A treaveley in Virzinie in 1788 reeells the »rectice whieh
produced the coins whied come to be known as sherp shenbe, Tte
searcity of small money, he seve, “hes ziven visze to s peraicious
vraetice of evtting pleoces of silvar inte halvez end gorriers, e
& source of =many little imaweries, & prraom outs & dollar into three
pleces, keepa the riddle and peasses the atker 4wp for helf dollars.”
Jean rlerre Frissot s Tarville, “ew Treawvels ir the United States of
imerica (%ew York, 1732), 239, - -

50 Seilteaer, Cistory of the Americen Thestre, 11, 1l4,

66 Ivi4., 202,
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87

oonditions,  and since Dibdin's The smdlock was iven soon after the

arrivel of the eompeny in Richmond, it would seez evident that en

arrvanier =ne attached to that company.

Unless Fyen had teken peins to prepere the company for what they
would find when they reached Pichromd in 1784, thie cepitol of Wirzinie
mugt certeinly kave tesn u shock to them, ¥y, (odwin, vho had bteen
wit} the pre.war Viezinis aw&pany,ﬁa and the “ellg, vho hed been in
pevid Dourlese' American Compsny, hed played in the Coxmonwealth
tefore the wer when “illiamsburg, et that tixe the capitol, var @&
¢hriving town witt ite Covernor's Felece, its College, its larze brick
Capitol building, end its theatre. To all this, Vichwond wust heve
provided « sharp and unplemsent contrest, 4Althourh s city by charter,
it wea in reslity e village of some twvo or three hundred houses, most
of them made of wood, puinted different colere. The town streiched
three guerters of & zile up & bill frow the top of whieh thers was &
"delizhtful vicw of the river, the falls, the country sbout, and the

89 The streets were

town of ienchester on the otler side of the river,
open spaces of earth, unpaved end without sidewalks, so =muddy in wet
veathey thet wazone eenk to the axies and pedestrians to trelr ¥nees,

end 8o dusty im dry westher thet wazo s and people sank almoat equally

57 Sonmeck, Farly Upers in smerica, 71.72.

58 1nia,, 44,

89 povert Hunter, Jr., Quebec to (@rolims, Louis k., '"right snd
Larion Tinling, editors (Sen warine, Celllornis, 1943), 236,
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deep in the dust, T(he cepitol building was en ugly structure, “a mere

w80 The

wooden barn o o « &0 unlovely site at the foot of the hill,
Mriket-'ouse was 8 wooden shed supported ty locust poats, Wotert
Punter, dr,, treveling through Riekmond in 1788, found the governor's

hiouse & very poor one snd the courthouss "the shabbiest I ever sw.‘m'

Sore ides of what Pichuond wes 1ikeS®

mey be satheved from the Lrdi.
nenee peesed by the Common Hall on July 12, 1734, whiech souzht to
prevent “stallioms, ridglinzs, hogs, zoets, bears or doge from zoing

et larse within the eity.'%

Eut, slthoush the sctors may have found
them discoure~ing, in reelity the snicals goiny et larze in the muddy
or dusty streets, the unimposing public buildinze, and the totel leck
of any suiteble buillding in which to perform, were of less inportsance
to tre success of thelir venture than ware the residents of the iowm

vi:0 were thelr potential audlience; for e receptive and diserizinating

sudience can cause thecirs to Zrow under the aovst adverse physical

hendicaps, Hichwond eeens %o Lave Lad suoh an auvdience,

60 samuel uordecai, filchmond in Ly.done Leys (Fichmond, 1886),

40,

61 lunter, 4Yusbes to Carolins, 236.237,

82 This description of “lchmond has heen compounded from the
feliming sources: {loujless 5, Hokerison, ed,, Joseph ‘adfield, an
nglishuen in Ameries, 1786 {Toronto, 1933}, 3-10; curistien, nichmond,

; Albert J, reveridze, ile Life of John :srshall {foston, 1319},
171; torether with hunter and sordesel from wWhome Tooks the dirsct
quotstions were teken,

6% ity of nichmond Fecords, July 12, 1784, miorofilm in the
Firsinia Stete Library.
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This sudisence included slaves and the governor &f the wa%o,ﬁ‘

1‘55 and Colonel James mwo,%

persanent residents such as John darahal
and transiente from the swall western plentations or the frontier who
had treveled to Riehmond for supplies, By fer the most laportant
slement of tre sudlence was, however, the meabers of the ls,gialatum.s’
These zantloman eontributed & holldey alr of sonviviality te the
eudience, They had seen plays in Viecinia or in “nzland Yefore the
way; and they kmew how mueh more exviting it was to parteke of theatve
witk their friends then to read drames aslone in thelir litreries, Mron
the loneliness and isoletion of thelr widely scettered pleantstioms,
they osme to Flechmond in mueh the sare spirit as the modern Lusiness
wan attends his college reunion, ODuring the sittine of the lermislsture,
then, there was in Richmond an sudience Loth eoger and zay; end it wes
this potentisl audience which had drawn Fyan's Americen Cozpesny frem

its estedlished slayhouse in haliisore,

68

if “lennis Ryan's Yew ihestre”" was opened with any fanfare, it

hes teen lost to ues; for thers 1s notkinz atout the advertisement in the

54 jovernor Farrison had shown, ss slreedy noted, his interest
in tre treatre,

S5 peveridge, ike Life of John umrshall, 1, 1.

66 Ipid,

87 7he thestricsl compenies who played in Flebmond between 1784
and 1820 inwariatly planned thelr sescsons of from tvo to four monthe,
to coinelde with the meeting of tle lezislsture,

€8 Yirzinia Jegsttie and independant (hLyonlele, June 12, 1784.
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Gazette for June twalfth that su nests a first post-rovolutionary pére
formance, %% The plays amounesd in that advertisement are the trazedy
of Douzlass by the Rewerend Jobn Home, a&nd Dibdin's opers, The rfad.
Mm Tyen's compsny hed glven et lesst two performances of
Dotrlass tefore coming to Virzinie ,73‘ but The Padlock appesrs to be a

W
neow addition to their mportam..m Jehn dmrshall notes in his eaecount

ook the expenses entesiled in Zoling to the theatre on June twenty.
second and teenty.sixth end on July third end tenthk ;ﬁ but of these

per formmnces, we imgw omly that he attended then,

Jn the tenth of July, Fyen epplied to the Common iall for
permission to give & Tenefit for the oclity. He woas grented permission
and a ir, 50yd was sppointed £o receive the money and Lo report on
u."’* Two days later, however, ir, liyan was informed that the CoOmmon
Hall, althouthk "eonvinced, from his offer , , o , of his polite

sttention,” could not sccept ;?5 and wo are left to wonder whet could

62 The firet program we find advertised does not appeer %o be
the first production given in the new theetre, This may perheps he
acocounted for by the faot thet few coples of late elzhteenth century
newspapers ere evalilsble end that there are consideratle zsps in files,

70 Yipzinis Jazette and ludependant Chronicle, June 12, 1734,

71 uanazers relied primarily upon hendbills for advertisins,

%ith two perforasnces of Louzless advertised in the newspapers, it is
likely thet many wmore were a:?m witt: only handbille to herald them,

72 Geflhaner, bigtory of the Americen Thesire, 1I, 70.71; 8687,

75 Beveridze, The Life of John iarshall, I, 179,

74 Civy of richmond Necords, July 10, 1784, mierofilm.
78 1bad,, July 12, 1784,



19
have crused them to forezo the benefits, the procesds frowm whieh ur,

Boyd had so readily been eppointed to collect,

tonefit por formences were always given in 8 blook arranzement
at the end of the secson, This excerpt fyrom the City Pecords, tren,
rrotetly meant thet Pyan was srranting benefits for his performers
efore thay left Eichmand,?s 1% may well be that here belougs the
undsted half of the progrem for ir, Seith's honof%t.?? This play, an

sdaptation, by Stway, of holiere's Fourbriers de Secapin, hes & cest of

nine, which ocannot feasibly be reduced, by cuttimz or doutling, to lese
than elzit; so we may be sure this is not the complete cest, The plsy,
which GTyun's company had ziven at leset six tizes before thia,?a is of
particular interest in thet it is not sustsined by action nor embel.

lisked by “soenes snd machines® or other eye.catchers, It dependa for
ity success upon zood acting .. and thet chiefiy in the part of Scapin,

Althoush the cests for Ryen's productions of The (heats of Sompin

chanze cons deretly over s perlod of time, the part of Jcapin wes
alwe e taken by Thomes #all, whieh would ssem to zo far toward proving

him sn acocomplisled actor,

76 the lesdinz sotors of the company, following the usual
eizhteenth century practice, were paid e weekly vaze 8-d zrented, in
addition, one bhenefit perforuance, the proceeds of whichk were to he
thoirg after the deduction of a minizun fee for expenses,

77T This progranm (rlete 1) is in the Vircinie State Litrery.
The lover hself is sll thet remsine, but, the fact that .r, Smith's
nane 18 ziven &8 cre from whom tickets ma  te purchased, identifies
the program as beinz his benefit,

78 Seilhezer, listory of the Ameriosn Theatre, 11, T0.71, B8-87,
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Afber the twelfth of July, nothing 18 known of the travels of

:”

the Americen Compeny'® agsin until Nowenber 27, 1784, On that date,

the Yirzinia Jugette and “sekly Advertiser amncunced & production of

the tre2gady The Roman Father, with the part aof lereatius plsyed by sir,

Jodwin, This performance concluded with “Wew, Urand, Transparent
3eenery, 2nd the sntrance of iublius into Fome, sccompanied with e

gyand Procession, and 3inging Ly Lirs, Hyde and ¥iss ﬁnll.“ag

The socenery would have been the usual eishieenth century
arrangament of hecidrops and wings, with entrances and sxits beinr made
between the winzg, “Transparent scenery” was the nexze ziven to thin
drops painted end heavily costed wikh vuvniah,ﬁl Such drops appeared
translucent «hon lizhts were pleced behind them snd were used to
schieve spaciel effacts o1 the stage, such as moonlighé, & burning
bulldint, or & more realistic Lisgkt in the window of @ painted duild.
inz. They constituted the most expensive type of setting than used.
7he more usual drops were less expensive and more eoonamieal not only
tecause theoy required less siklil and time frox the peinters mnd leas
ooetings of varnisk, hut 2lad beceuse they =ere used repestedly, The

transparenciss on the other hand, were npecisl affects and, o3 such,

79 Yrhe Americen Company was the nsme uveed by David Dmusisge for
the oompany whieh he managed before the war, ir, Yall, who wag a men.
Yer of that compsny wes the only link bhetwsen it 2nd Rysn'e compeny,

80 116 Virginie jegette and “eskly Advertiser, “ove: ber 27, 1784,

81 “report of t' e Lomuittee of Investizatim” (of the theatre
fire), The Enquirer ‘Flchnond, Vs, ), December 31, 1811,
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wore used Jor oue pluy onlys. wost of e plsys d.is cuapeny produced
could Tave heen dune gulile vleguately with bubt lhros sgtandard sels of
scaoery; & Pollage wing and border @od, «n inSerior, snd & street
scene, Tre use of tlis “transparent scenery,” then, would tend to show
that e izeriean Uompanny bad found an sudience whieh both demanded,
end would pay for, something teyond the winimum in theasrienl produce
tion. Tre "srand processimm” mentioned, elthougk it would appear ¢o be
e parade of the sotors, may vell have bwen the work of the designer of
tle scemery end machinery as well., Yot infrequently in ihe elshteenth:
asntury, scenery was embaliished with little meshanieal flzures whieh
repressnted processions wendering throwh the =ountains or a ship
Sinking and its ssilors strugzling in the waves before finally being

rescued or parilhing.sa

The progran for Yovember twenty-ssvenit ooncludes with John

*ieefe's farce, Iony Lumpkin in fown, Tony, "en awiwsrd bLooby,
83

resred up and spoiled &t Lis motber's eprom strings,*" wes no doubt

1if%ed vodily from The Stoops to Conguer with charecteristilo dlsreqerd

for any wilshes Uliver Uoldszith mizht have had concerning the matter,

There is only one other prograa for thet season, It is made up

of the comedy, lilser, and the frroe, & Trip to Scotland, with the

82 yip hzh Jagette and emeral Advertisey, December 15, 1751;
Ferald (¥orfolk), sevruary 20, 1800,

8% Gliver Joldemith, the S%oo uer in the sollection
Twelve _'«famus rlﬁvs of the Pae*amt! an grteentl: Century (ew York,
; al.
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ugual songs between the plays by Mre. BEyde and ilss %Ss!all..aé Yo cast s
given, loverold, "the Hiser” alone is announced as beinz played by ire
Jodwin, It is interesting to note thet 4his was the part he played in
1768 in Williameburs, 35

m Decenber 13, 1784, the Common Lell azeln took notice of “ur,
Hyan, manacer of the theatre” ordering the mayor to notify him thet
unless he rendered an scoount of the number of plays he had performed
since the last settlouwent and paid the tax arlsing from them, his
per forzances would te permsnently suspended until sudh payment waas
made, ihey added, that, in the future, setileawsnt must be zade weele
iy.&':”' Gince nothins wmore is lheard of Lennis lyan in Richmond, we are
loft to wonder if he left town witloutl paying hie texes, If however,
Le did fell to pay, the (ity Hecords il to show that his permission
%o play was suapended, sand the reputations and thoe =weneral interest in

the potore @ser not $0 have been diminished Ly it,

Fyan's treil osn be picked up next in Charleston, South Carolina
where he played, from Wmrch 28, 1786 until early &&y,a? to orowded

houses. &t the end of this eseason, ur, lodwin left tlhe company, end Le

64 ihe Virzinie Jsgette and leekly Advertiser, Leceabter 11, 1784,

85 rlaybill, Williamsburg, June 8, L758, owned by Uolonial
#illlemsburz, Incorporated,

88 City of Riochmond heecords, Decemder 13, 1784, amlerofila,

87 %4llis, The Charleston Staze, 69; Sonneck, Farly Cpers in
Aserica, od. '
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and v, ;ﬁdd% opened & thsetre in Savannsh, 3eorzie, with 9y, and irs,
yodwing @, and urg, <id4; and Ladies snd Jentlemen "for tieir szuse.
ment” forming their cnsts.%’ The remainder of Ryen's American lompany
besen their tour to the North, leaving Charleston on May 7, 1786 in the

schooner “v lay--ﬁetﬁr."so

It i3 late in sugust befors we again Lesy of the Fyane, They
sre, &t that time, in rath, Virzinis, "near the Valley of tLe Shenso.
d0sk."?  Prom vgth, Lennis Fyen wrote a lstier, which he publisted

in the August twenlyesixth issue of the darviend Journsl, protesting

azainat the "illileral” snd "scandslous” interpretations plmced upon
Lis sheence from Daltizore, ¥ pronised that the Usliirpre theatre,
alick Led cost him two ihoussnd pounds and wme now enitirsly in his
poasession, would reopen shortly. bis long sbaence, Le explai-ed, was
due to ill hoalth asnd his “connecticns in *-fir:?;inia."@z Le wns true to

hiis promsise to the darylandsrsg; the Valiimore tiwatre opened September

88 Since ur, sldd wae & cexber of ?ysn s company during hLis last
sesgon io E8ltiamore, Sellimner, bLlstory of the amerlosn Theaire, 112,
it is quite likely thet he had Veen wi :::m ever tlnce The 17851784
83saon and only broxe sway when he and ir, Jodwin declded to stert &
theatre of their own,

8Y willie, the Charleston Steze, 103-104.

30 1bid., v1.

into the Interior of the
United ﬂtatea, iw Lagh, Winchester, li¢ alenandoal Valley, etc., ete.,
Dupinz the Summer of 'ﬁl. quoted in ‘i’rawls in jﬂ‘wtnlu in Pevolu.

TTGhory TAmES, ©3e, v Ve HOYFLE0U { LynchiLury, VIPRinik, wedj, o2s

23
o &

* JoDLECH, S8rly UPer8 in Aerich, Ul
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7, 1788,%°

Deunie Hysn died in January, 1?83;%‘ but his ocompeny continuved
36

to play in Baliimore under the manszement of his widow until June.
*hile this company was, svoordinz to Sonneck, ocoupled in Feltizore,
thove cust still heve been theatriosl asctivity of some sort zoing on in
Tlehrond, 4re, liyde was certainly still is the olty; for tlere are
nevapaper adveriisements conocerning her, whioh date from Yovewmber
twelfth to the twentieth, Un the twelfth, there 1a & notice that the
*rickmond Subseriptien Concert” will be postponed until the sixteenth

hecause of the rainy wanthar.ﬁa This concert, held im the Cagitolgq

wag advertised ea vooal musie by irs, Eydo.yﬁ A sisilar sdvertisenentg

appenred in the Yovember nineteenth newspaper announcing s concert for

the twwubioth.gg There is also an entry concerning the theatre in the

City of Fichmond Records, btut where eanrlier records mention Dennis

93 sonneck, Barly Opere in America, &1,

9% Zeilhmmer, Listory of the American Theatre, 11, 114,

48 sonneck, Ferly Opera in Americe, 51; “iills, The Charlesten
Stare, 108,

96 the Virrzinia Jezette and <“eekly Advertiser, Yovember 12, 1788,

97 this was the old oapitol building. The nev one was not
started until 1784, lunter, Quebec to tarolina, 237,

98 3t was not st all unususl for the sctors of & compeny who
wero particularly noted for thelr sinzing to mive a comcery of thelr
own during the theatre seagon, [rews concerts were usually given in
an zeadexny, 8 mesonie hall, or the lonz room of & tavern,

99 yirrinie Jemette (Lictmond), November 19, 1785,
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Eyvan's neme, this refers only %o the "manszer of the gluy..i;ouaa.“lm
une other eotress eppears to have been in Richmond at thie time: iras,
Femington, whose eppesrence there in 1787 is anncunced &s bveing Ler
first in two ymrs.m]‘ Wrs, Femington, e singer eof some pretensions,
had mmde her debut ae irs, ¥elesprop in the Rivels in Yew York on the
twentye.third of June, 1785, At thet tive, ehe was bdilled as bveing
from the Thestre Foyal, W‘blixx.wa The season closed in Yew York

133 so it would have teen well within the

on the second of Auzust;
limite of posaibility for her to have bteen playing in Pichmond &n

Hovenher,

There are three other players whom we =irht, with zood reasson,
pleee in Virzinie et this time, They are Ur, and Urs, Yalter Devids
end ur, leerd, These thres wore with Rysn during his last sesscn in

104 and thely names ars not o be found in the vests of other

Paltinore,
thaatrslmﬁ vetweon this time and the dates when they again appesy, on

7irzinia progjrace, uf the thres, lieard was much the best sctor, le

100 City of Fichmond Regords, Xovesher 14, 1785,

101 yipsinsa Jasette, December 6, 1787,

102 seilhemer, bistory of the Aterican Theetre, 1I, 181,

103 1114,

0% ppom the published works on the theatres in Cherleston,
ihiladeiphie, DJoston, “ew York, :rovidence and Albany,
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sustained many long end difficult pearts while acting under Hysn, end ke
has the distinction of having been the first to play Sir Ffeter Teaszle

in School for Scendmal in this scunﬁry.lae e wag, in April 1786, the

usnezer of a company then playing in ﬁartblk.ln? It ie possible thet
it was this compeny urder Yy, leard whieh was playing in Fetersiurg
end fichmond in 275¢¢1786.13a It is possible .. but from the evidence

at hend, it is impossiltle to prove,

Ag the year 1785 drew to a olose, Dennis Ryen wes fighting a
losinz battle s3mainst ill health as ke played his last parte in
taltinore, Virginia would niss him, There were actors still remsin.
ing in thke Commonwesalth where tiey were mede to feel more welcome than
they hed been in the North, There was nlsc, thestre’s priceless asset,
8 200d audienc® . waiting, w“hat wes wenting, more than the playhouses
wh:ick woro 2oon to be built, wes a zood manager to brins the two tow
zether, This was & part in wileh Heard wes not heppily osst, Like
Thomas "all, he tried menaging only long enough to find out how

atronzly the thorny side predominated,

108 seiltemer, History of the American Theatrs, I1I, 108,

107 1pia., 204,

108 op Tuesday, Februsry 26, 1786, Lunter notea in Lis diary at
Richunond, "The players sre 8t present et Feters.burz,” ’yeti oalls
attention alse, to ocity records which show that, in answer to 2 request
from the manazers of the theetrs, Cosmton Fall provided two constadbles
for the house to prevent disturbences, Allan Yevins, in his took, The
American Stetes Durinz and After the levolutlion (Yew York, 1924), 518,
mentions relerences to the theatre in -ichmond and ietersburz “in the
last two vears.,” The srticle he quotes apyeared on Cotober 5, 1783,
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Riohaend's Firet laybhouse:
Quesnay's Academy
Hallam and Peury's Sessen fn the Wew Flayheuse



CEARYITRE I

In 1786, the Fichmond audience, whiek had been so influentisl
in drewing Eyen end Ecard into the south, drev untc themselves still
angther men who had plzns for thelr enterieinment, Ihis enigmetic
gentlenun was ilexender Luesnay. (he first notice we find of’himi is
charagteristically ambiguous; for it purports te criticise the study

of dencing while soliciting pupils for that wvery subjeot:
TS TEE rUBLIC

Eaving engszed myself in the public papers, ta remain in this
slity for one yesr lonjer from this time, it may be neceasary to
zive informetion that I ehall entirely quit teaching at the
expiration of the time hefore mentioned,

#hon 1 first undertook this business, my intantion wes to erect
an ACADBMY, that mizht probebly prove useful to the commnity, and
conseguently hconoratle to myseli, hut findiag that the general
disposition of mind in every place wiere I have attempted 1t (at
%ghrre&z cxpense in bothk tize snd measy) on this continent, rathoer

.6%£ned o sncouraZe

DAEARCIEGSG
in preference to any of the more useful brenches proposed in thls
ACADERY, 1 do not think it pgroper to run the risk of dishonoring
myself in the pursuilt of suck a business,
A1l those who shell engaze s the LARCING SCUUIL flve or aix
month e before the expiration of the time, msay Ve assured to Yo com.

pleted enousk 80 &8 not to he ouliged %o 20 to any other school, 2
A, M, QUESHAY,

! f1.1s advertisemant is obviously not the first cne which Guee—
nay put in the Richmond papers, lowever, many of the esarly newspapers.
rave besen lost, and those known to sxist are widely scettered, This
then, 1s the first of (uesnay's edvertisements whick has been availl.

able for this study,

2 e Virginis Jdazette and Weekly Advertiser, Jenuary 14, 1784,
This notice whioch was repeated several times, is of perticular interest
in thet, while he deplores the exclusive concern of the residents of
Fichkmond with dancinzg, by the typogrephy of his advertigement, he
eolicits puplls in this very tleld,
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This sentlemsn who, in the newly estatlished Napublie of the United
States of Aueriosn, sizned hinself sleply, "A., i, Quesnay” was Alex.
andor..arie Quesnay, Chevalier de tesurepaire, srandson of Francois
Cuesnay, the famous philosopher, ecvonczist and first oconsulting
fhveleian to louis T%é‘%'.a tefore coming to Amnerics, young Quesmay hed

Yesn & member of the lJendarmes de le derde du ﬁai.‘ o was twenty.ons

yeurs old when, in 1777, he arrived in Virginia to serve in the “ar of
Independence of the American (olonles, I served for eizhieen wmonths
with the rank of eaptain,ﬁ Then, he vecords in Lis demeolir, at = time
vhen & severe lllness had nade continued service in the army impossi.
tle, Le suffered the loss of Lis lugzaze end all Lis pepers and letters
of recoumzendation, "mislaid in the office of the lovernor P, I,
[ratriok tenry] n8 to whom he hed entrusted them, e wag, at this time,
tazen intc the Looe of John Feyton, of Floucester County, Virginiae,

where le rensined for more than a mr.?

It weg vhile le vas staying with John Peyton thet he firet

conceived the idea of his sosmdeny, and it =as John ieze of "osewell"”

3 Bnoyolopmedia Britsnnice (Cileege, 1344), YVIII, 847,

4 :ing Logen Porsythe, "Alexsnder.iarie Quesney,” Dictionary of
Azeriocen Eiogrephy (lew Yerk, 1336), %V, 300,

6 1nia,

6 Quesnsy de Eesurepaire, iemoir Concerning the Academy of the
Arta snd Sciences, at Bichmond, Virzinis, transiated from the Ffren
bty lLoswell raze {(Vichmond, Tirginia, 1952), 18,

7 ¥e remained with reyton from the fall of 1778 until early in
the vear of 1780, Dictionary of Auerieen tlocraphy, 7V, 300,
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8 4f the friends thet he

to whom he gave the credit for inspiring it,
mede in reyton's home, he seys, “they dreamed of meking Fichuond the
capitol of the Stute,”g but when he left reyton's Lome, in 1730,

tilehmond was 1ittle more than & ﬁraam,w

and Quesnay could heardly have
considered it an invitinz location for his Acadeny of Arts and Sciences,
It is understandatle, then, that he set out for the larzer citiesz in
the North in search of & wore fitting locamtion, lis first stop would
aeem to have been Ealtimra,n tut there is little informmtion aveil.
atle concerning his stay there., The first record we Lave of hLis five
yesrs of wandering comes from rhiladelphia, where he opened a school,
im Jenuary 2, 1782, Alewander Quesnay, "with e number of younz zentle-

al2

men students of the Frenoh lanzuaze, presented Besumarchais'

luzenie in Frenoch and the farce, The Lyinz Valet, in English &t the

Southwark f?heatrc.m this performence, ziven btefore a "btrilliant

agsezhlaze” whioch included Jeorze ¥“ashington msnd the iinister of

8 tuesnay, Memoir, 10,
¥ 1vid,, ls,

10 By the Act of 1779, the seat of zovernment was moved from
%#illiamsburg to Flehmond, but the sctual removal did not cecur until
the following year,

1 Quesney, in his Hemoir, lists twelve Raltimore residents vwho
had given him support in the foundinz of his Academy, 1t is therefore
rensonetle to btelleve that he steyed in Baltimore long enouzk to sclicit
support, lis itinerary (Appendix II) compiled from the awailable
references on ‘uesnay, suzzests that he mey well have stopped in
Haltimore on his way to rhiladelphis,

12 iolloock, The ihiledelphim ihestre, 40,
13 1via.




Frence, was a Zreat success; and {Uesnay announced “ty requsst” a
second performence of lugenie, for Janusry elevenil, coupled this time

with the farce, The Cheats of Scapin, It wes tc Ve for the tenefit of

“the virtuous Azerican Soldlery in the Barracks of rhiledelphia” and

4 s bill, howesver, was

16

the poor in the rennsylvenis Fospital,
nsver Ziven, GUesnty Lad reckoned without the Quakers, I'e wes
forced to enmounce on January eizhth thet "no public rley will te
exhibvited at the Theatre in Southwark on Pridsy evening, nor any
Tadiibition mede econtrary to tlLe Law.“lﬁ Ie had been wistasien atout
shiladelphia and {ta desire for zood entertainment, =ith a parting

thrust, Le concluded thet Le "was elso uistaken witl respect to the

Soldiery.”?

Eusenie wes Quesnay's first snd lest attempt at public theatri-
cal production in ihiledelphia; but having drewn attention to himself

" also

in thmt one attempt, his school, and "Academy of Folite Science,
received criticiem, In snswer to this oriticisn, he snnounced thet it
ves not Lis intention to elude or viclate any point of law, or oppose

the worthy magistrates in the ewecution of thelr offices, As a for.

le Polleck, The ihilsdelphia ‘heatre, 4l,

15 the Quakers so stronzly opposed eny attempt to repesl the
laws prokibiting theatrical entertainzent in rhiladelphia, that it was
not until 4areh 2, 1785 that thege laws were at last repesled,
rollook, the shiladelphis Theatre, 41.48,

18 (uoted by rFollock from Freemasn's Journal. Idem,., 41,

17 1via,
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elzner and friend of Amerios, he had, he insisted, used his utnost

endeavors to promote and furnish useful amusesenta o tho sentlswen of
the srmy; e thereforse bhezzed that hils house would no longer be congid.
ersd as = theatre, but as ‘r. Quesnay's Acsdemy., Fe pronised to raise

the plt to the level of the stage, dismantle the aaagsryla and turn the

rhole into a eapancious eand elezant ball-room. ¥

#hile he was thus ¢trying to fesl out the desires end demsnds of
the zeneral public end placete the mazistretes eo as to proteoct his
school, Lhe was alsc working indefetizebly amonz people of influence to
promote an inoreditly smbitious and sxtensive Academy, This is evident

from the followin: letter wriiten by Penjamin Mranklin's daushier to

Ler fatler,

thiladelphie, February 27, 1783
iy dear and Nonored Pather:

Witk this letter you will receive a project for s French
Loademy which im to he estatrlished Fkere, It ig a very extensive
plan and will do honor to the yentleman who has desimned it ss well
as %0 amerioa., If it can he ewrcuted, it will in no way interfere
with the plans of the colleges; it will be solely for the ocomple.
tion of the education of younz men after they have graduated from
college, ionsieur Quesnay regjardm you msa the father of science in
th:is country, and mappreciates the advice and Instruction which you
have never failed to 7ive %o those whose 4slents are worthy of
recognition, lioney is the one thiny needful, but you will te
informed how you cen be rost serviceble, I cean concelve how
occupisd you must be in this importaent eriasis; but es a mother who
desires to give her children 2 useful and polite sducetion and who
will be sspecleily proud to heve them trsined in her own country

18 1t is evident from this irdirect description of his Academy
of rolite Sclence, that from the first, Quesnay placed strong emphasis
upon the theatre in the curriculum of his school,

L3 setlhemer, Listory of the American Theatre, II, 181,




and under her own syes, I pray vou nive i, Cuosrmy ell the
assistance that mey lay in your power, I will only edd the love
end respect of the family,
Your affectionate daughter, 20
3AYA BACER,
“he "French icndemy” descrited in this letter doss net sesn to tally
with *re "heademy of rolite Seolence;” wrd In the yeers thet ware o
féllaw, the mgtetlished mnd the prolectsd inetidtutions were Y0 recome
rore ard more diverzent, Thie teromes more evident in Floknond shere,
in the 011 of 1725, haviny friled ta find » sultehle locstion for his
rroat Academy in hiladelphin and Yew ankﬁal be entehlicked anotier

eshoel, This schonl, as deserited in the advertisement which ren in

severn)l issues of tle Virzinis Tezette, hee many Interesting Ceatures,

¥R . GLESYAY

rere leave %o Inforzm the putlie tret he intends to remmin in
this ¢ity as lon; as the encourazement he meets with at present,
ehall comtinue, e enze~ee at rll everts, to remain for ore vear,
from the firet of FelLrusry next,

Ag the DANLING S010L properly understood, 1s recormended in the
educetion of children for the orly intention to rive them & renteel
carriaze, end emse of manners in publie, it is improper to employ
ell the time af their infancy to this part only; btut the: should
have some time to study other socomplishments =mors useful, but
wnhanppily verv much neslected at present; therofore, the Dancing
Sehool of the Scedenmy will, for the future, bte mttended iy three
days & week, and the other three days, shall e employed for those
who wisk to ©te instrueted in LRAVING and VAINTIYY in seneral;
HUSIC, and the FOFEI M LATIUAIREE Lo The iUancing Scholers for the

20 this letter Las heon reproduced in Quesnay's Yemoir, 17, and
in Hichard Heywnrd Jeines, "Riclkmond's First Academy, iTojected by ur,
Lussnay de Feaurepaire in 1788," Virzinisg Listoricel (ollsetions, new
ser,, ¥I {(1832), 17,

21 Dietionery of Americen Fioorephy, ¥V, 300,

22 1hie combination of arts and foreizn languazes is reziniscent
of the Acedany of iolite Seience in ik iladelphie,
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fture shell pay 4 1, for “Lirtnsix days, beride tle ontTance we
411 other Pranches shell bte as formerly st one guinea for twelve
lesaom, Yoaide *the ontronoe,

iarents who wish their children %o follow the rezulsr mode of
educntion, by subserihing for the year, shall heve then instructed
not only in the btranches above mentioned, but elso in IBIIBALLY,
ASTROIOMY, ®PITIVE, acd ANITHMETIL, fye 48 ), per veor, and 6 1,
entrance,.*> The parents may depend, that such pains will be
token with thelr aliildren, 80 83 to Vring then up In sunh & anmey
&8 if they had been educated in the best Acedemles in Hurope, pro-
vided they rermin a reascrello rire for the purpose,

Y. B, There will %e kept in this ocity shortly, zood Foarding
Yousmse for anv jadissg who mey propese o attond tho sendamy, &
reputatle lLady in this town offers to Yvoard eisght YOURG LAUIES, at
2% 1, ner war, Az iy 4o ¥r, ‘Wesnny,

s#% It is entirely left to the opinion of the parents to have
grhelr ochilldren fnusht elthar bv tloe leason, wesk, nontl, quarter,
or vemr; tut the longest term will always be of the greatest
sidvantamo, (OTNF MRNTLOGEY gre also adnittod to ‘e Acedemy, 2D

un the eizhth of iay, Quesnay announced that s besutiful

sitvetion of three sores, borderinz on Hain Street, has been purchamed
for the Acndemy building end its rarden, Subscriptions whick alrendy
exceeded one thousand pounds, were still belnr collected with considere
abvle success, lle therefore felt tret he ¢could esgzure the publie thol
the Academy would %he estahlished Dy fle Lorimning of the next winter,
Until that time, he said, he would continue 3¢ tomch in the house of
ir, Vanderwell, lle also took ¢this apportunity to ek

the subseribers to sppoint trustess Lo superintend the condunt of

the “maters, examine their qualifications, censure putlicly end
rémove the undessrvins, linit snd direct the nusber and srrongement

25 and 24 e price choarred for inateuction wonld seem to e
axnctly twies os ~reat es thet ssked for a year's board,

28 m.e Virzinla Jurette snd Feekly Advertiser, January 14, 1786,
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and to Jdesign end lay out a pleasure gerden,

Ve ended hie long anncuncement witk ths very interesting explanation:
As one of the chlef snsourasements to the Mmsters who shall be
enployed by v, Suesnay ia tho 4Aoadeany must flow froc the publlio
uattruinmnﬁa t0 be promoted therein, the price of tesching, from
tlme to time, will gresily depead upon thu sancess of sugh enlare
tainments and the publle fhvcr that is extended to them.37
Tere then, was an inglitullsn of Ligher lacrming, auch ol wtigee
Suconss was o degond upan the quallily and tha wonetary success of the
publis onlerteinments ivsn wislin Lo wells. 1 would bo intsresiing
Yo o 12 Tuesney planned, eventuslly, to brala his owm ghudonts to
taks the parta of actora, dencersz, and aunlisians In the thoabrieal
produstions, This would seem to hawve beun the only way In which these
froductions 2ould heave heen of eny great value to the Acndeny finen.
cially, The Jhiladelphie Pugenie kal boen given by "e number of young
zentleman students in itle Freunch lw;;m:ge."ag 1% ia possiklie, however,
that even here, the ocompany waa not entirely emmteur, The Hr, Davids
who gave the prologue al the opening of the Academy of iFolite Imimncag

may quite possibly have besn e prefoesioml.sa This notice which

28 Virgzinia Jagette, or the Americer Advertiser, ey 8, 1736,

27 1via,.
29 pollook, The A:iladelr:ia Theatre, 49,

L Seilhamer, Yistpry of ke Americen Theatre, II, 151,

0wy, Nevids, uiter appeeriny wild SNesney's students, joined
Fyan's Amerioan Company, Seilhamer speaks of him as a student of
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explains so esrefully the importence of drazatie entertainment 4n
relation %o the Academy, wives rlse to speculstion aa to =hy Cucenay
should heve published ot this tice when the first producstions undew
the plan were still e half yeer away, The answer probabtly liss in the
fagt thet le was hopinz to Yegin bullding socon, &nd the plana for the
Acadeny included & lsrge thestre with & seating ocapaoity of sixteen
hundred, rerhaps he was foresesing the reaction of the inhabisants of
thet szall town when they discovered thet the Acadenmy tuildin, was

very iittls more than a %&eatrﬁ.ai

It »as the twenty.fourth of June tefore the cornerstone vas laid,
but it wes done with sll the posmp bhefitting an important building, mn
the Festival of 3sint Johm the Laptist, the :sasons met at thelr Vew iall
&% elizht, “were properly clothed and =mlked from thence in procession
to Shoeokoe Eill, under sslute of ocannom, for the purpose of laying
the cornerstone for Gueensay's hcsdemy, hteing met by the trustees of

this uﬂﬂ@rtaking,”sz The first stone was laid, indernesth it wes

Guesnay's turned professicnal, The name "Davids” -as prominent in
Virzinie ocasts of 1782491 (At this time there were two yr, Devids and
ome lrs. Davids), and it would seem thet the Levide were a thestricezl
family, It seens reasonatle, also, that Eugenle, »hioch waz go well
received Ly an audience not unlettered in theatrical saffeirs, ney have
had at lesst one professionel in the oast,

31 're following notice from the Virzinia Jezette, or American
tdvertiser, September 13, 1783, would seew te indicate thst the thestre
Zade up Ghe rrester part of the Acedemy bullding; "As the Mall of
Guesnay's Academy vill be for a short time ocoupled by Lessrs, Fellam
and lenry, a8 & thentre, during Yreir residence in this city, the schol.
ars shall attend in the priwate Louse now oceupled for that purpose.”

32 7he Yirzinia Jsgette, or Amarican Advertiser, June 28, 1703,
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placed & plate hearing the Letin insoription which, in translation,

reada:

On this day, the 24th of June 1786
ire Tenth of Independence
r, Lenry, Jovernor
#ae leld by the Trustess the lst stone of
QUESNAY'S ACADENY;
%hich promises Yy it extensive utility,
To do honmor to the iTojector's inzenuity,
43 well as those who had the gzood sense and zenerosity
To pstronice hie scheune, 33
J. BARVIE, HMAYOR

There followed a ceremony of conseorstion with corn, wine and oil, and
the second stone was laid in the Fast by John Jraves, iaster of lodze
Rumber 13; and & silver plate was deposited underneszth Teerinz the

insoription:

The Corner Stone of an Acadeny
In the City of Richmond
A. ¥, Euesnay, fresident;
Lald by the
¥aeter, “ardens and Erethren
ef Lodge Mumber XIIJ
on the Femst of Saint John the Peaptist,
AD, 1788 wwe. 4L, 6788
John Oraves, .,94

i, Quesnay gave the lmsons & Prench sslute of five zuns on their
guitting the zrounds, The iasons then merched in 8 body hack to thelr

iall to Lear a sermon bty the Reverend v, f::uehunan.“

It must indesd have bteen & soleun and zoving occesion, this

33 vhe Virginia Jaszette, or Amsricen Advertiser, Jume 28 e 1788,

¥4 1v14,
36 1nia,
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founding of a great nationel and internstionel Acondemy of the Arts snd
Selances with its brenches in Beltimove, ihilsdelphie, and Yew York
end ite affilistion with the roysl socistles in London, raris, Prussels,
end with other lesrned bodies in Turops, ® It would be difficult to
£ind enother emsmple of a theatre whove corneratone was leid by the

city fathers in sueh & solem and relizious stcosphere,

The btuilding, which was of wood, zrew during the suumer months,
On the twenty.sixth of fuzust, thers wog a notioce in the newapaper,
stating that Hallam and Fenry haed entered into Articles with »r, Quesnay
for the privilese of ziving theatrical entertainments in the tall of his
Academy for four years, not to exoceed two months in the yesr, the sesson
to tegin the firet dsy of the Rinhmond raws.w Fallam and Fenry
szyeed, on thelr part, thet the performancea of the Uld American

Company would be limited, in Virzinla, %o Z%iehrmn&.se

fallam end lenry were the menazers of the ld American Company,
protvably the most sceomplished group of plavers, snd certeinly the bhest

known, in the country at that time, Its antecedents stretoched Yack to

38 Jeines, "Fichmond's Piret Acsdemy,” 189,

$7 the Virzinia Jaszette, Auzust 26, 1788, gquoted in Seillswer,
Eistory of the Amsrican lheatre, 204,

38 1v34,, 206, This stipulstion would seem to indioate that
there wera other theatres in Virginia in which they nmizht play and
other audiences eazer to receive thewm. Otherwise it would not have
been necesssry for Quesnay to leve preserwsd his ronopoly in writing
in this meanner,
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1762 wien Lewis tallaz, Senior, with = compeny of coredimns from Lendown,
landed &% Yorktown and procesded to “illismeburg where he opened Lis

first theatrioal season with e production of The uerchent of Venioe and
3y

the farce The Anstomist. In this firet performance, lewis Nsllem,

Junior, at the aze of twelve, made “his firs} eppearsnce on any stage”
es the Jervant to irortia, 7The part ocslled for ouly one line, btut wlen
trhe ous ceme for him to speak it, he faltered and then rughed from the
stage in tears, Yebt this boy with stege.frighit mmintelned the only
direct link between the compeny of comedians from London af 1752 and
the 14 Anerican Company shioch initisted Quesnsy's new theatre in

Tichmend in 1786,

John Henry had tecome & membesr of the company for the first

1 and it wag not until 1785 that he Joined Imllam in the

, 4
time in 1767,
nenagezent of 1%, The two wen opened the John Strest [heatre in Yew
York on the trwenty-first of Yoverber, 1768, and enjoyed & prospercus

62 nest they clesed on Auzust 2nd. They

ssason of eizht wontha thers
took the ecompeny next to ialtimore where they played until the twalfth

of Sgptember, Un the thirteenth of that month, there sp.erred in the

39 virzinis Japette, September 28, 1761,

40 Dunliep, Assriosn Theestre, ¥,

4L pictionary of Americsn liozraphy, VIII, 648.49,

42 7his wes the first successful semson since tle Revolution.
Trhe compeny hed met with constent reb.ffs and had found 1t necessary
to disguise their performances as poetical adiresses or s "lacture on
ileads,” Thelr first plsy wae the farce The Citiszen, ziven on Septem.
ber 20, 1788, three years after the 30uth opened lis doors to dromas,
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Virzinie Jagette the notiee:

As the Hall of Quesnay's fcedemy will be for s short time
ovoupied by lissere, FEallem end Henry, as s thentre, durinr their
residonce im this city, the =cholars ghnall attend in the private
house now gorupied for that purposa,

From this notlice, it would geonm thot the Fell of Guesnay's
heademy had not es yet been used Wy the gerolars, The tlaetre was now
raady for the comedians who were o ocoocupy i, Uid the fcademy contein
enythinz othor then a theatre? Sellhemer seemad %o think that this
tuitding was & theatre whiech hed been consiructed by (uesnay for the
use of Hallen and Henry in pursuance of his agreewent with t:hom,“
4d tellam arnd lienry come t0 Klahmond, thinking that the Academy

building was but a thesstre that kad heen Bullt for thelr use?

Angwers have not yet been found to these questions, ‘here is,
on the whole project, only enough informstion awvailatle to set such
Guestions spinning, Quesnay, whe had been 8o prolific in his notices
te the publie, was silent for nesrly three months; end Fallamz and Fenry
d1d not advertise in the loocal papers durine their stay in Pichmend,
¥rom a copy of an old playhill, we know thet the theatre opened on

Jotober 10, 1786 with a performance of Schoul for Saﬁndal.‘s

43 yirsinia Jnzette, or Amerioan Adwertisey, Septexher 13, 1786,

“ Seilharer, Figtory of the inerican Thestre, II, 20F,

4% 144,



Thias play, whichk hap survived & hundred and fifty years of
changing theatriecal and li%aerery tsats, was firat playsd ai Urury lane
in lLondon on uay 8, 1777, It was not, however, in publighed form et
that time, John Henry had brought to Ameries with 'im - copy of the
Pley whish had hean given hix by bis {riend 3hariﬁanfs e epuld thus bs
ressonahly certain that he was offering hila Riohrond audlence someiliinzg

ntirely now, Eut was hel The first produotion of School for Scandal

jn the United 3tates had been ziven in Haltimore on Pebrusry I, 1794 by
rennis Ryan's company; and since the play Lad been psrt of Y¥yan's repers
tory when his company played in RBlchmond in 1784, it is gquite likely
that Fallaz snd Penry found that they ware not ziving their audience as
tiz @ tweat aa they had veeaon to expeot, If the zudience hed indesd
seen the play tefore, it would be interesting to spaculate upon how
they compesred the two productiome, Fow 444 the meting of the two
companiss compare? Ilow, indeed, did the two saripts compare. .ome

from the hand of Sheridan himsel? and the other a pirated eopy teken
down by some actor or menber of the asudience during s London parform.

anee,

The next we hesr of the Jld Amerienn Zompany i3 on the nineteenth

of Gotobcv‘v whan the company Tawve Alexender the Wreat by “athanial

48 ygry Carollne Crawford, The Romanee of the Amsricaen Thestre
(Yow Yorik, 13540), 75,

47 Seilhenmer, listory of ths Americen Theatre, 1I, 208,
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48

Lee, and Join U'icefo's ever populsr opers, The roor Soldier, The

next day's Vireinie Jazeiie carried no review of the performance, but

iy did coutulin a netice to the affect thad &, Veary would atiend
#very londay morning st his office, in the house leizliy oceupled hy

ire Dickson, to pay any dexand sjeinut the UJld Azaricsn (Company,

The program for Yovember 13, 1?34‘9 is of particular interest

teckuse the Schoocl for “cendal is repsated on it, OLurinz an enzerement

@s short as the Uld Ameriecan Compeny had plsnned for Riechuond, a play
would not have heen repested unless it had heen unusuelly successful on
its first presentertion, ¥e ecen assume, then, that althourh no ocontem

porery review records its success, the School for Scendal won an sencore

from its Fichaond audiences, Un this occaslion, it shared s billing

with the popular farce, anupgr}grﬁaae.sa

Algxandor Quegney wag hack in the news on the twenty.ninth of
Tegoxher with a long end mosh interesting adveritisement, In it Lhe

steted that it had elweys heen understcod that there would he thentri.

48 petween 1784 snd 1799, The roor Scldier was performed at
least fifteen times in Vipginia,

49 geilbemer cvidently found e $larbill or progren for thie
per formance which did not besr the name of the c¢ity in which the pere
formance wna ziven. Vg thercfore ssvs that it 1s net certein w=tether
this bill was given in Richmond or in dnmnapolis, Put the original
irisicles w ier providsd for £ two wonihe stey in Flekroord acd the
notice concerning the thestre in the Yovemher 29th Jagette seem to
indicate Ficlrond as the loentiom,

50 Seilhamer, I'lstory of the Zmerican ‘hesmtre, II, 20F,
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cal entertsinments in the Acordeny, Yeé lLoweyer, lamented the naonssity
12 viich ke had heen otlized to meke g0 Zrest n use of the privilese
that he had ocecasioned some pagnle %o irnrine *hat hn ked for-otisn the
Acadeny Por Yhe tlesatrvs, 16 srotestsd Bhat, 1 he had ap?fioient prop.
erty o Lis own Lo suppory the lesdeay, o would zet maide the theatre;
tut ke had alvazdy spent twelws amdrsd ponda 2% N3 om money ond
eould afford no more, Ilig gujnested thald, 1f thaatriesl amusements
cculd ve carried on mo decently as vot to interfere with the Schoels,al

the profits arising from thesm could not be emploved to better use,

In his next suz7sgbion, Alazender Cuasnay 21t vpon the idem,
goa rondred and fifty yeara hafore Pobart rortarfleld arrvived at 4,
of aceepting produse, s& tarter, for thestrs tiokets, The ides, which
was not neerly o unusual in the elzhteeni: gentury as in the twentieth,

ne doubt ocoured to both nen when erch was faced with the seame problem,

61 13 thers & hint in this statement tlat there had Leen some
eriticism of the company who found themselves workint in the nidat of
& achool for vounr ladies and gentlemen? FKad the theatrical amusements
hesn garri&ﬂ on 30 decently 28 not to interfere with the schools? John
Yenry 2 matrimonial arrancenente were hizhly irresulsr, Two of the
three living Storer sisters hud, lezslly or otherwise, torn his nawe,
end the daria Storer of the pressnt cast was soon %o sdopt it, Jhe
#iss, Tuke of the coxpsny was soon to bLecowe the second :rs, ifenry,
althourh the first UYrs, Heaary seems to have been liviag in #illiemstureg
with Sarak lallam, This ssze llss, Tuke was soon, ce lrg, iallem, to
atir up = zrent desl of sdveras ~riticism hecause of har excensive
drinking, The compeny was probably slsoe bezinning to feel the dissene
21om within 1te venk: which led ¢o the withdrawal of ir, lake and the
tenne fanily and fostered the mmneuvsrs which deprived Henry of his
pers in the -anasement, ALl in all, it 4z egmite possidhle that tre
perents of the vouny ladies and gentleren of the Aondemy found the
stovries bronught home by the vouny scholare disquistine,
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& potential asudience at once eager and penniless in an agrioultural
community, Trade wss very dull in Richzmond in the fall of 1788,
expenses wore hizh and money aaarec;gz Gussney therefore offered to

“take produce st the door to be used by sn inhebitsnt.*Sd

This lonz advertisement concludes with the offer to tnke three
orphans of the late war and tesch them gratis for seven years, at the
ond of which time they were to be sent to Itely for further study et

¥r, Quesnay's cxyanso.ﬁi

Thers is sowething in the tone of this advertisement »hich 1e
reniniscent of Quesnay's attempt to placste the rhilasdelphie publie in
1782, At thet time, he had bezzed that his house no lonzer he consid.
ered as a theatre, ad he tried the same tectics on the Fichmonders?
The "Acsdemy” building seewns to hawe been s large thestre- -and nothinz
more., 1t had been ready for cocoupancy by Hallam and Lenry early in
September; yet the school continued to meet in & private Lhouse mcross
from the new sepitol buildingss nesrby, Although Quesnsy promised on

the twenty.ninth of November that the school would scon ocoupy its new

52 punter, Queneo to Cerclina, 238

53 virginie Jazette, or the Amsrican Adveriiser, November 25, 1788,

84 1n4d4, This is excellent publioity; but Quesnay hsd said he
would stay bHut one more ysar and that ysar was slmost gome, Le must
indeed have veen making plans for his departure as he wrote this,
for Le left Virginia on December 28th,

58 Eupter, Quebee to Carcline, 237
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Quarters, it is extromely doudbtful that it aver dtd.gs If the Academy
was less of an inatitution of higher learning than the meyor and the
other diznitaries of the olity, vho had leid its cornerstone with so
much pozmp less than slx axonths before, had reason to expect, the Ol4
imeriean (ompeny was purely theatriocal and would hardly be likely teo
wake any pretense of bteing academic. Un the other hand, during thelr
stay in Richmond, lisllam end Henry 4d1d not advertise their productions
in the paper, snd thelr names were not mentioned in the records of the
Common Eell, Common Ilall recerds show no request for permission to
play, no rezulations concerning the conduct ¢f the comedisne, no
ordnances comcerning the usurl texes levied on theatrieal entertain.

ment, %"ere the aciors, then, mesqueradins in scademioc sheep skine?

if such were the osse, it would point to one of the ressons why
¥allam and Henry were not successful in Richmond., Althouzh no Yox
office receipts remain, from vhioch to pronounce the sesson & fellure,
Fallam snd Eenry evidently did not aonelder it successful enouzh %o
werrant their return the following yeer, rezardless of the feot that

trheatrical entertainment wes by no means welcomed in fhiledelphia ond

56 Alexander Quesnay left for France on the twenty-eizhth of
December, and on January first, a ¥r, Copue, from the Roysl Cpera in
Faris edvertised a school in the house recently occupiled by ir,
tiuesnay, 1t seems doudbtful that & leaderless Academy would heave
survived in the new bulldinz in competition te this, The Acedemy
is not azain mentioned in the newapapers sfter the departure in
Decerter of Quesnay for raris,
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Yew York to which they rcturnsd.57 In ihiledelphis the law azainst the
thectire Led teen enlarged to include p;n%aﬁimwgﬁa in fiew York "iellam

end Fenry wers tclersied, 1f sullealy, bty stern censora.“ﬁg

There wae still s zood potential sudience In Pichmond; but to
the men who had spent tioe, money and dresms iam helping to oreate an
Acsdemy of Artg and Sclences with internstional scope, the experience
of hateliing out, inetead, a thestre which was not sppresiably better
then, or sven different from, the theutres they hed known previocusly,
pust Lave been disillusioning, If they, then, geve these comedisns in
soedenic sheepskins less sncoursgezent than the plsyers had expected,

it is understandable,

Another reassn for Yallewx end “snry's failure in hichrzond may
Qulte powsitly have rested in the personality of lewis Uallam, Junior,
Limself, A3 an actor, he had alweys been muoh sdmired, ['e was slender
and not onattractive in appearance; and he strcde the stzze in s wide
variety of parts with zrace, visor and assurance, As a mansger, hiow.

ever, he wag erafty, parsiconious and qunrralunm:.ﬁa The years during

§7 In the North, it wes still considered most expedient to dis-
guise their performances, {n its return to thiladelphie, the Ol4d
imerican Voampsny sdvertised “a noncert of musie end leetures.”

88 giatutes at Largze of renneylvania, chap, 1243 (XII), Septem.
ber 26, 1788, quoted in rFolloek, The ihiladélphim Theatre, 137,

% odell, Aunels, I, 247.

80 plotionery of American Blozrephy, VI1I, 143,

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































