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ABSTRACT

This study relates the history of The College of William and
Mary in Virginia during the first twenty-seven years of the nineteenth
century, 1800-1827, and examines the history in terms of the leadership
provided for the College for the purpose of determining whether or not
the College experienced a loss of leadership during the period of the
study. The history is related chronologically through the
administrations of President James Madison, 1800-1812; President John
Bracken, 1812-1814; President John Augustine Smith, 1814-1826; and
President William Holland Wilmer, 1826-1827, and is examined in terms of
the leadership experienced by the College during each administration.
The study concludes with a summary analysis of the extent to which, if
any, the College experienced a loss of leadership during the period
1800-1827. The historical method and principles of historical research
were employed in the examination of College papers, manuscript
collections, rare books, archival records, and historical documents.

On the basis of her history, one must conclude that the College
of William and Mary in Virginia experienced a loss of leadership during
the years 1800-1827; yet, at no time during this period did she
experience a total loss of leadership. Within the context of the
Charter, four entities may be identified as occupying 1leadership
positions: the Chancellor, the Board of Governors and Visitors, the

Society, and the President. The position of Chancellor was vacant



throughout this period; consequently, the College experienced the loss
of whatever leadership this entity may have provided. The other three
positions fluctuated in the exercise of their 1leadership roles:
providing no leadership; a coercive ieadership; a well-intentioned but
misdirected leadership; and a strong, wise, productive leadership, the
result of a concerted leadership posture. Two other entities not
specifically charged with 1leadership responsibilities exerted an
influence, both posi;ive and negative, on the leadership experienced by
the College during the period of this study: the community of

Williamsburg and the alummni.
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PREFACE

In the spring of 1975, while researching the history of The
College of William and Mary in Virginia and the history of Yale Univer-
sity, the author became cognizant of the fact that a history of The Col-
lege of William and Mary during the first two centuries was being
written and was to be published the following year, but a definitive
history of the College in the subsequent centuries had yet to be
written. Encouraged by Dr. Dan Gerber, the author undertook the present
study of the history of the College, limited in scope to the first
twenty-seven years of the nineteenth century, in the hope that it would
help formulate a beginning for a definitive history of the College in
the nineteenth century. The research for the study was begun, however,
under the guidance and encouragement of Dr. Donald J. Herrmann. To him
I wish to express my deep appreciation for his constant support and
guidance throughout the research and writing for this study.

The thoughtful guidance, encouragement, and attention to
scholarship on the part of Dr. Paul Unger and Dr. Clifton Conrad,
members of my committee, are gratefully acknowledged and much
appreciated. The guidance, assistance, and continuing interest of the
late Herbert Ganter and his awareness of the difficulties arising from
the fragmented nature of the available evidence were a source of
encouragement during the research for this study. The time and generous

assistance of Gordon Vleit is gratefully acknowledged. The patience and
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assistance of the Special Collections' staff at the College of William
and Mary, notably Archivist, Kay Domine; Curator of Rare Books, Henry
Grunder; and Researcher, Pam Boll are much appreciated; and a special
appreciation is expressed to the Curator of Manuscripts, Margaret Cook,
for her continued interest and assistance. To the other professors
whose instruction and guidance made my arrival at this point a reality,
namely Dr. James Yankovich, Dr. William Bullock, Dr. Ronald Brown,
Dr. Thomas Heacock, Dr. Maurice Duke, Dr. Arnold Fleshood, and to
Dr. Gordon Davies, director of my internship, may I say thank you for a
most rewarding experience. To Pat Tyree who carefully reproduced each
page of this document and whose patient cooperation has made the
completion of this work a reality, I express my deep appreciation.

This dissertation is dedicated to my family—to my husband,
Scott, sine qua non; and to my two sons, Scott and Lee; and to Jil, a

gift from my son Scott.

Ruby O. Osborne

Richmond, Virginia
February 3, 1981
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In an article in The William and Mary Quarterly in October 1938,

Earl Gregg Swem, a Virginia historian and librarian of the College of
William and Mary, projected a four-volume history of the College of
William and Mary in Virginia, a history to be prepared after five to ten
years of research. In the bicentennial year, 1976, the first volume,
covering the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was published;1 and

in the "Foreword" of this work, the incumbent President, Thomas Ashley

1In his "Acknowledgements" to his work, Their Majesties Royall
Colledge: William and Mary in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries
(Washington, D. C.: Hennage Creative Printers, 1976), the first volume
of the history of The College of William and Mary [hereinafter referred
to either as the College or as William and Mary], Jack E. Morpurgo, an
alumnus of the College and a professor at the University of Leeds, notes
that "...almost forty years [have passed] since that great librarian and
fine man, Earl Gregg Swem, first suggested that one day I must come to
recording the early history of William and Mary. A suggestion from
Dr. Swem had all the force of an order and so it was that, when the
Endowment Association and the Society of the Alumni honored me with an
invitation to write this book, the summons was irresistible not only
because it gave me a chance to repay debts of friendship to many who
serve the College through those two bodies, nor yet because I myself owe
so much to William and Mary, but because I could hear echoing through
the invitation the quiet but insistent tones of my old friend, teacher,
and mentor."




Graves, Jr., states that "We look forward to the time when the subse-
quent centuries can be undertaken."1 It is important that this work be
continued.

Several early cursory histories of the College include the nine-
teenth century or portions of the nineteenth century;2 and a recent
study, "intended to demonstrate...the changes in responsibilities of the
college president and the relationship between the president and the
Board of Visitors,"3 focuses on '"the relationship of the presidents of
The College of William and Mary [in the nineteenth century] to their
Board of Visitors."4 However, a definitive study of the College in the
nineteenth century has yet to be written. Perhaps the present study,
limited in scope to the first twenty-seven years of the nineteenth

century (1800-1827), will help to formulate a possible beginning of such

an historic work. The purpose of this study is to ascertain whether or

11bid., p. xiii.

2Herbert B. Adams, The College of William and Mary: A Contribu-
tion to the History of Higher Education, With Suggestions for 1Its
National Promotion (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1887);
E. G. Swem, Kentuckians at William and Mary College Before 1861 With a
Sketch of the College Before That Date (Bound reprint from The Fllson
Club History Quarterly, July, 1949, XXIII, pp. 5-30); Lyon G. Tyler, The
College of William and Mary in Vlgglnla Its History and Work, 1693-
1907 (Richmond, Virginia: Whittet & Shepperson, 1907); The Hlstorz of
the College of William and Mary From Its Foundation, 1693 to 1870
(Baltimore: John Murphy & Co., 1870); The History of the College of
William and Mary From Its Foundatlon, 1660 to 1874 “(Richmond: J. W.
Randolph & English, 1874).

3Marilou Denbo, "The Nineteenth Century Presidents of the Col-
lege of William and Mary" (Ph.D. Dissertation, New York University,
1974), p. 2.

“Ibid., p. 10.



not the College experienced a loss of leadership during these years,

years characterized by historians as a period of "dark days"1

"2

and "years

of decline.

In the closing lines of his work covering the seventeenth and

eighteenth centuries, Jack E. Morpurgo notes that

In the post-Revolutionary years,...the vicissitudes which it
[the College] suffered were as severe and more continuous than any
that had rocked the foundation in the previous century....[and] the
future held for the College tribulations and disasters which would
make the difficulties of the last years of the century and all the
years before appear in retrospect as no more than ephemeral setbacks
to the even tenor in Paradise....[however] The optimism which,
against all logic, had sustained the dream of a successful Virginian
college since the early seventeenth century sustained it still in
1800 and this inheritance of confidence wogld give it strength even
in the dark days of the nineteenth century.

The vicissitudes of the post~Revolutionary years were "as severe [as]

4 those of the preceding years. The severance

and more continuous than"
of political ties with England and the subsequent loss of economic sup-
port from the Crown, the changes in the College's relationship with the
Anglican Church, the loss or redirecting of support from the state
government, the depreciated currency, the removal of the capital to
Richmond, and the changes in the curriculum and in the academic struc-
ture of the college all were realities which the College faced during
the closing years of the eighteenth century. These same realities

and/or the effects of these realities were present in the early years of

the nineteenth century, the years, as previously noted, historians have

1Morpurgo, Their Majesties Royall Colledge, p. 222.
2

Adams, The College of William and Mary, pp. 56-58.

3Morpurgo, pp. 221-222.

41pid., p. 221.



characterized as '"dark days" and "years of decline."1 Did the College
experience a loss of leadership during these early years of the nine-
teenth century?

To wvalidly consider this hypothesis, one must first pose the

question, What is leadership? Webster's Third New International Dictio-

nary defines leadership as: "1. The office or position of a leader
2a: the quality of a leader: capacity to lead b: the act or an
instance of leading c: a group of persons who lead." For the College
of William and Mary, it would appear that the "dark days" of the early
years of the nineteenth century were, at various times, due to a loss of
leadership—the loss of the position of a leader, the loss of the capa-
city to lead, the loss of an act or an instance of leading, and/or the
loss of a group of persons who lead. Therefore, for purposes of this
study, Webster(s definition - of leadership is accepted in its entirety.

The author's interest in a definitive study of the College in
the nineteenth century must be, for purposes of this study, limited in
scope. The study begins in 1800, the point at which Morpurgo's authori-
tative work ends, and continues through 1827, covering the last twelve
years of President Madison's administration and the administrations of
Presidents Bracken, Smith, and Wilmer. The study continues through the
administration of President Wilmer for three reasons primarily: the
length of his administration, one year; the necessity, evidenced in the
research, for his administration to seek resolutions to exigencies of
the previous administration; and the transition, for the first time in

the history of the College, from the traditionally clerical president to

1See note 1 and note 2, p. 3.



a secular president, for one administration, and a subsequent return to
a clerical president, a significant vicissitude of this period.

The paucity of historical data and documentation for much of the
nineteenth century, evident in the initial stages of research for this
study,1 necessitated an exhaustive examination of available records and
documents.2 The historical method and principles of historical re-

search3 were employed in the examination and treatment of primary source

1Minutes of the Faculty are not available for the years 1784 to
1817 and 1836 to 1888; the earliest available records of the Board of
Governors and Visitors date from 1859; no matriculation books are avail-
able for the years 1780 to 1827 (some available from 1827 on); little
biographical and autobiographical material on the presidents and the
faculty, very little newspaper material, very few textbooks and student
notebooks, and no diplomas are available for this period. (Conference
with William and Mary former Archivist, Herbert Ganter, August 16, 1977,
and Archivist Kay Domine, ‘September 5, 1977.)

2The College Building burned for a second and a third time dur-
ing the nineteenth century, and many College records and documents were
destroyed. The first fire, 29 October 1705, had totally consumed the
building, "including the library and furniture" but had "left intact
most of the thick walls." The second fire occurred on Founders Day,
8 February 1859; and the "contents of the library and most of the rem-
nants of the great collection of scientific apparatus assembled in the
late eighteenth century were destroyed." The third fire occurred
9 September 1862, the College Building having been "set on fire by
soldiers of the 5th Pennsylvania Cavalry without authorization of their
commander." Vital Facts, A Chronology of the College of William and Mary
[hereinafter Vital Facts] (Williamsburg, Virginia: Earl Gregg Swem
Library, 1978), pp. &4, 14, 15.

3Sources used for understanding the historical method and prin-
ciples of historical research were John W. Best, Research in Education,
Third Edition (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
1977); Armand J. Galfo, Interpreting Educational Research, Third Edition
(Dubuque, Iowa: Wm. C. Brown Company Publishers, 1975); Louis Gotts-
chalk, Understanding History, A Primer of Historical Method (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1950); Louis Gottschalk, Clyde Kluckhon, and Robert
Angell, The Use of Personal Documents in History, Anthropology, and
Sociology (New York: Social Science Research Council, n.d.); Allan
Nevins, The Gateway to History (New York: D. Appleton-Century Company
Incorporated, 1938); Deobold B. Van Dalen, Understanding Educational
Research: An Introduction (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1973).




materials,1 and through historical criticism, external2 and internal,3
the author attempted to derive historical evidencea for this study. The
primary source materials in William and Mary's special collections of
rare books and archival and manuscript materials, housed in the Special
Collections Division of The Swem Library of The College of William and
Mary, were examined. Among the archival and manuscript materials are
letters, newspaper clippings, personal notes, memorabilia, and other
miscellaneous information which are filed in numbered boxes and/or fold-
ers. Those relevant to this study could be ascertained from the general
archival and manuscript indices, and the author examined each piece of
paper in each folder; infrequently, materials noted in the indices were
missing and/or materials found in the folders were not noted in the
indices. Im addition to the College Papers and the Manuscript Collec-
tions, other relevant manuscript collections, rare books, and archival
records and documents were examined including faculty minutes, account
books, student note books, matriculation books, faculty-alumni folders,
early catalogues and bulletins, and faculty and student speeches. The
available historical documents of the College used in this study include

The Charter, and Statutes, of The College of William and Mary, in

1Best, pp. 348-349; Galfo, p. 14; Gottschalk, pp. 53-57, Gotts-
chalk et al, pp. 10-12, Van Dalen, pp. 162-165.

2Best, p- 350; Galfo, pp. 14-15; Gottschalk, pp. 118-138;
Var Dalen, pp. 167-169.

3Best, Ibid.; Galfo, Ibid.; Gottschalk, pp. 139-170; Van Dalen,
pp. 169-170.

4Best, Ibid.; Nevins, pp. 203-204.



Virginia: In Latin and ggglish;l "Charter granted by King William and

Queen Mary, for the founding of William and Mary College in Virginia";2

Bulletin of the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, The

Charter, The Transfer, Acts, 1888, 1906;3 and Statutes of the University

of William and Mary, 1792.4 The search for primary source materials

also included the archival and manuscript collections of Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, the Virginia State Library, the Virginia Historical Society,
the Alderman Library of the University of Virginia, and the collections
of The Paschall Library of the Society of the Alumni and Friends of the
College. |

A search in the card catalogues of The Swem Library revealed
additional primary sources and numerous seqondary sources.5 Examination

of these materials provided additional historical data and background

The Charter, and Statutes, of The College of William and Mary,
in Virginia. In Latin and English “(Williamsburg: Printed by William
Parks M,DCC XXXVI) The original Charter is lost and, to date, has.not
been found A scholarly presentation of the story of this 1ost royal
document is given by Frank B. Evans, The Story of The Royal Charter of
The College of William and Mary, Botetourt Publications, Number 4
(Williamsburg, Virginia: The Botetourt Bibliographical Society, 1978).

2Henry Hartwell, James Blair, and Edward Chilton, The Present
State of Virginia, and The College, ed. Hunter Dickinson Farish
(Williamsburg: Colonial Williamsburg, Incorporated, 1940), pp. 72-94.

3Bullet:.n of the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg,
Virginia, The Charter, The Transfer, Acts, 1888, 1906, VI, No. 3 (Jan-
uary, 1913).

4Statutes of the University of William and Mary, 1792 (Richmond:
Augustine Davis, 1792). [Photostatic copy in William and Mary College
Papers, Folder 4. Reprinted in The William and Mary Quarterly, 20, 1st
ser.(July 1911):52-59.]

5Best, pp. 348-349; Galfo, p. 14; Gottschalk, p. 53; Gottschalk,
et al, p. 11; Van Dalen, p. 163.




information on the College. The Virginia Historical Index1 includes

articles published in the Calendar of Virginia State Papers (1875-1893),

Hening's Statutes at Large (1619-1792), Tyler's Quarterly Historical and

Genealogical Magazine (1919-1929), The Virginia Historical Register and

Literary Advertiser (1848-1853), and The Virginia Magazine of History

and Biography (1892-1930), many of which relate specifically to the his-
tory and development of the College. Another important source for

information about William and Mary, also indexed in the Virginia Histor-

ical Index, is the William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Maga-

gigg.z Two additional sources useful to the author were Vital Egg£§,3 a
chronicle of important dates and events published by the College, and a
typed list of selected books and articles relating to the history of the
College.4 Data and information from many of these sources are cited in
the following chapters. Also, the several cursory histories of the Col-

lege5

and histories of higher education which refer to William and Mary
were used as needed. References used in this study which include bio-

graphical data about the Presidents, Faculty, Visitors, or students

1Earl G. Swem, Virginia Historical Index, 2 vols. (Roanoke, Vir-
ginia: Stone Printing Co., 1934-35).

2!25 William and Mary Quarterly [hereinafter WMQ], First Series,
Volumes I-XXVII, 1892-1919; Second Series, Volumes I-X, 1920-1930. The
Second Series is unindexed after 1930 except volume by volume. Index to
the Third Series, Volumes I-XV, 1944-1958, and Volumes XVI-XXX, 1959-
1973 (Williamsburg, Virginia: Institute of Early American History and
Culture, 1960, 1974).

3See note 2, p. 5.

4"A Selected List of Books and Articles Relating to the History
of The College of William and Mary" (Earl Gregg Swem Library, College of

William and Mary, 1972).

5See note 2, p. 2.



include A Provisional List of Alumni, Grammar School Students, Members

of the Faculty, and Members of the Board of Visitors of The College of

William and Mary in Virginia, From 1693 to 1888;1 Bulletin, The College

of William and Mary in Virginia, Catalogue of The Alumni and Alumnae For

the Years 1866-1932;2 Davis' A Williamsburg Gala}gy;3 and Tyler's Ency-

clopedia of Virginia Biograghz.4

Within the context of the Charter, four entities may be iden-
tified as occupying leadership positions for the College of William and
Mary in Virginia: the Chancellor, the Board of Governors and Visitors,
the Society, and the President. Beginning with a look at the College as
we find it in 1800 and proceeding chronologically through the adminis-
trations of President Madison, to 1812; President Bracken, 1812-1814;
President Smith, 1814-1826; and President Wilmer, 1826-1827, this study
relates the history of The College of William and Mary during the first
twenty-seven years of the nineteenth century and examines the history
during each of these four administrations in terms of the leadership the
College experienced: the existence of offices or positions of leaders;

the qualities of the leaders, their capacity to lead; the acts or in-

1A Provisional List of Alumni, Grammar School Students, Members

of the Faculty, and Members of the Board of Visitors of The College of
William and Mary in Virginia, “From 1693 to 1888 (Richmond: Division of
Purchase and Printing, 1941).

2Bulletm, The College of William and Mary in Virginia, Cata-

ogue of The Alumni and Alumnae For the Years 1866~ -1932, XXVI, No. 2,
(Acknowledgment is made by the Alumni to "Dr. J. A. C. Chandler,
President of the College, for publishing this Catalogue," p. <6 >.)

3Burke Davis, A Williamsburg Galaxy (Williamsburg, Virginia:
Colonial Williamsburg, 1968).

4Lyon G. Tyler, Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography, 5 vols. (New

York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1915).
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stances of leading; and/or the groups of persons leading. The study
concludes with a summary analysis of the extent to which the College
experienced a loss of leadership, the hypothesis of this study, during
the period 1800-1827. To accomplish this stated purpose, we look first
at "The Madison Years, 1800-1812," relating the history of the College
during these twelve years and examining the history in terms of the

leadership the College experienced during these twelve years.



CHAPTER 11

THE MADISON YEARS, 1800-1812

In the year 1800, James Madison was in the twenty-third year of
his administration as President of The College of William and Mary in
Virginia. Who was this man who had been the leader of the College dur-
ing these critical years? Had he provided the leadership needed during
such a difficult period in the College's history, or had the College
indeed experienced a loss of leadership?

During these years the College had survived the nation's strug-
gle for political independence, a struggle for independence from a
country with which it perhaps more than any other institution in the
nation was closely allied and a struggle for which it had provided many
of the nation's most prominent leaders. The College had underxgone a
revision of its curricular and organizational structure, in 1779, in an
effort to meet the needs of an emerging democracy, abolishing its two
Chairs of Divinity and its Grammar School; establishing a Chair of Mod-
ern Languages, a Chair of Medicine, and a Chair of Law; and instituting
an elective system of study. It had survived the loss of its two pri-

mary sources of income, tax revenues and funds from the Boyle Bequest—
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a loss precipitated by the economic crises of the country and the con-
flict with Britain, and had gained subsequently, in 1784, the grant of
the palace lands and other property by the Legislature of Virginia.1 It
had survived the loss of political influence, having been deprived of
its representation in the Legislature, 23 June 1776.2 It had survived
the removal of the capital from Williamsburg to Richmond and the concom-
itant loss of political influence and of a source of invigorating spirit
for itself and for its students which being at the heartbeat of the
Commonwealth—and of the nation—had provided. It had survived the dis-
orienting effects of the separation of Church and State, the rising
influence of dissenters, and the accusations of embracing the doctrine
of Deism. It had survived a changed relationship with the Established
Church, the Church of England, which had heretofore provided its Facul-
ty, its Chancellors (except for twos), and its Presidents. Even in
1800, its Faculty were predominantly members of the Disestablished
Church, three of whom had received ordination in England; its students
were still required to attend Communal prayers;4 the Master of its Gram-
mar School was also Rector of Bruton Parish; and its President, the
Rector of the Jamestown Church (the first Anglican parish in America)

and Bishop of Virginia (the fourth Anglican Bishop in America, the first

1W. W. Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large: Being a Collection

of All the Laws of Virginia From the First Session of the Legislature in
the Year 1619 (Richmond: George Cochran, 1809-1823), 12:405-407.

21bid., 9:114.
3Vital Facts, p. 44.

4Statutes of 1792, Stat. IV:6.
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of Virginia, and the last to be consecrated by the Church of England).
It had survived the predictions of doom, of an inevitable demise from
visitors from the North, including representatives from sister institu-
tions; and it had even revised its Statutes in 17921 in an effort to
recreate itself in the image of other more structured colleges and
universities.

‘ Madison had been a part of the College community since his ma-
triculation in 1770 [1768];2 and during most of this time, he had served
the College in a leadership capacity. At his graduation in 1772, he won
two distinctive honors: he was awarded the Botetourt Medal; and he was
admitted to the Degree of Bachelor of Arts, the first to be awarded by
the College.3 For some months prior to his graduation he had filled the
post of Writing Master; and following graduation, he continued to fill
this position. In addition to his studies at the College, he had
studied law with George Wythe, had received a license, and had practiced
law long enough to conduct one case and conclude, apparently, that he

did not want to be a practicing lawyer.4 In 1773, he was elected to

lbid.

2Morpurgo notes that Madison "entered William and Mary in 1768
at the age of nineteen—elderly by the standards of the time" and was
elected to a scholarship in 1770, p. 168; A Provisional List of Alumni,
pp. 3 and 27, indicates that he entered in 1770.

3Morpurgo, p. 155.

AMadison's grandson, Charles Lewis Scott, notes in his writing
of November 1897, "A Sketch of my own immediate Family. Written for my
grandchildren." [sic], that his father [Robert Gomain Scott] includes in
his manuscript, allusions to his [Charles Scott] maternal grandfather,
and quotes the following: '"'Mr. Madison applied himself so incessantly
to his studies that he embraced with them that of the law, and guided by
the advice and instructions of that good and eminent jurist Chancellor
Wythe, he on ending his college course was enabled to graduate as a law
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the Chair of Natural Philosophy and Mathematics; and in September 1777,1
he succeeded the Reverend John Camm as President of The College of Wil-
liam and Mary. Even during two brief periods when he was in England,
for Ordination in 1775 and for Comsecration in 1790,2 he was there under
the auspices and/or with the blessings of the College, retaining his
respective positions as Professor and as President. It is evident then
that during this period Madison held positions of leadership for the
College and for the Church and through these two, functioned in a lead-
ership capacity for Virginia and for the nation as well.

One authoritative historian characterizes these post-

Revoluiionary years for the college as '"the years of make~-do and little

student, and at once to obtain a licemse to practice, of all which his
father was justly proud. Mr. Madison determined to enter on his pro-
fession and pursue it in Williamsburg among the most able and marked
lawyers of the State. He had as contemporary Judge St. George Tucker.
The arrangement [sic] of an important admiralty case was confided to him
in part. Its trial came on. He had laboriously and fully prepared him-
self for its argument. He made the attempt, stammered and blundered
through an incoherent address, and left the Court room overwhelmed by
his failure. No persuasions of friend, or earnest entreaties of his
father, could induce him thereafter to returm to the profession of law.
He abandoned it absolutely as one that he was not fitted for. He felt
too deeply to address with propriety and effect, Courts of jurors. He
was too modest for the task'" (pp. 26~27). James M. Owens Collection,
Folder 14, Box 2, Manuscript Collections, College of William and Mary.

1Vi§ginia Gazette, 5 September 1777; the appointment "for one
year" was to span thirty-five years.

2A third visit to Great Britain is noted by Sprague: "Immedi-
ately on his return he resumed his labours as Professor, and, in 1777,
had devolved upon him, in addition, the Presidency of the College....In
the course of this year, he revisited Great Britain, with a view to
qualify himself more fully for the duties of his office; and he remained
abroad, chiefly in London, till near the close of 1778; during which
time he availed himself of the instruction of the celebrated Cavallo,
and several other of the great lights in the scientific world." Wil-
liam B. Sprague, Annals of the American Pulpit, 5 vols. (New York:
Robert Carter, 1859), 5:318.
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mend"1 and maintains that the College "survived and did better than sur-
vive so that the years between the end of the Revolution and end of the
century...glisten in the history of William and Mary as an Indian summer

before the harsh winter of the nineteenth century."2

He attributes her
survival to three factors: first, the College, representing the culmi-
nation of the Virginian dream of a successful institution of higher
education, had become an integral part of the fabric of Virginia and an
active contributor to American nationhood; second, the nationwide repu-
tation of two of its law professors, Wythe and Tucker, had attracted
students from all over the nation to its doors; and third, President
Madison, through the years, had instituted various expedients for the
College's survival, the most notable being the reopening of the Grammar
School in 1792, an action which t?ebled both the enrollment and the
exchequer.3 It would appear then that Madison had provided the leader-
ship needed during this period; that at least two other members of the
Faculty, Wythe and Tucker, had provided academic leadership as profes-
sors of law for the College, thereby making significant contributions to
the Commonwealth and to the nation; and that the College had become an
integral part of the fabric of Virginia and of the nation, actively
providing contributions to Virginia and to American nationhood through
her sons. However, her survival during the latter part of the eigh-

teenth century had not been an easily accomplished task for those who

1Morpurgo, p. 214.

21bid.

31pid., pp. 214, 216.
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had accepted this responsibility; and, it would appear, this continued
to be so during the early years of the nineteenth century.

In a letter to Thomas Jefferson dated 17 January 1800, in
response to Jefferson's query regarding a possible opening for a Mr.
Smith as Professor of Chemistry, Madison revealed much concerning the
health of the College as the nineteenth century begins:

I am sorry I cannot return such an answer as would be desired.
The Professorship of Chemistry &c has not been actually abolished;
but after Dr. McClurg left us two Professorships of Humanity were
instituted in its stead.—This Revival of ye Grammar School has how-
ever so illy answered the Expectations of the Patrons of the Scheme,
that T am persuaded, could a visitation be had, one or both of the
Professorships would be abolished. If this were done, the Profes-
sorship of Chemistry might be very advantageously revived; an Event
which I should rejoice to see. At present however, it is almost
impossible to say what will be done. The Visitors seem to have
abandoned the College. We have not been able to obtain a meeting of
them for 5 years. Such is the attention paid to science!—An Effort
will be made to prevail upon them to meet at the annual Period about
the 25th of March, which, I flatter myself, will be successful. It
is more than probable that a considerable change will then take
Place in this badly organized Body. If members, more active, & more
zealous in the Promotion of real science be chosen, an opening may
then be made for Mr. Smith..,.[and] I will immediately notify you of
this fortunate circumstance.

Dr. James McClurg, of whom Madison spoke, was an alumnus of William and
Mary2 who had received training in Edinburgh, London, and Paris and who
had gained international eminence as a pioneer in medical science before
returning to Virginia im 1774. In the reorganization of the College in
1779, he was elected by the Board to the first Chair of Anatomy, Medi-
cine, and Chemistry; and for a year after his election, he attended

Faculty meetings regularly but never announced a course of medical

1J[ames] Madison to Thomas Jefferson, 17 January 1800, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

zé Provisional List, p. 26.
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lectures; and there is no evidence that such lectures were ever held.1
After an absence of two years,2 he attended a Faéulty meeting on 14 Jan-
uary 1783,3 resigned his Chair, and moved to Richmond to go into the
general practice of medicine and thereby best serve his own ambitionms,
rhis chosen profession, and his country.4 Madison's letter would indi-~
cate that McClurg held lectures in Chemistry, perhaps, during his year
at the College; but the history of the Chair of Anatomy and Medicine, it
would appear, ended before it had reélly begun. This was due in part to
the interruptions at the College necessitated by the war and to
McClurg's reported passion for improvements in the field of medicine
which perhaps he felt could not be realized by him as a Professor at the
College; for although a Chair of Anatomy, Medicine, and Chemistry was
nominally established at the College, the scale of fees due each Pro-
fessor announced by the Faculty in December 1779, included three options
only: Natural Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, and Law; excluded were both

the Chair of Medicine and the Chair of Romance Languages.5 In reality,

1Morpurgo, p. 193.

2During part of this time the College "was officially closed,
Madison having announced its official closing on 1 June 1781 (Morpurgo,
p. 202). The Faculty met together again for the first time in March
1782 (Morpurgo, p. 206). TFormal announcement of the reopening of the
College appeared in the Virginia Gazette and Weekly Adventure, Richmond,
7 August 1782.

3"Journal of the Meetings of the President and Masters of Wil-
liam and Mary College, 1729-1784," entry for 14 January 1783, Archives,
College of William and Mary.

4Morpurgo, p. 193.
S"Journal of the Meetings of the President and Masters of Wil-

liam and Mary College, 1729-1784," entry for 29 December 1779, Archives,
College of William and Mary.
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the College did not have the funds necessary for the establishment of a
true Chair of Medicine; this would require time, money, and much dedica-
tion to the College—a reality of which McClurg was apparently cogni=-
zant, and he decided to direct his energies elsewhere.

The two Professorships of Humanity instituted in place of the
Chair of Anatomy, Medicine, and Chemistry were, as Madison confirms in
his letter, extant in 1800. When the Grammar School was reopened in
1792, John Bracken, Master of the Grammar School from November 17751
until it was abolished in December 1779, had again accepted responsi-
bility for this position with the title, Professor of Humanity; and he
retained this position until he succeeded Madison as President in 1812.2
The other Professorship of Humanity could have been filled by James
Henderson who was apparently appointed to the Faculty in 1792.3 'The
other members of the Faculty at this time included Robert Andrews, Pro-
fessor of Mathematics; Charles Bellini, Professor of Romance Languages;
St. George Tucker, Professor of Law and Police; and James Madison, who
was Professor of Natural Philosophy and President of the College. Who
were these men? What was the background of their relationship with the

College? Were they, this Faculty, providing the leadership the College

needed as the nineteenth century began?

lé Provisional List, p. 49.
2
and Mary.

John Bracken, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William

3§ Provisional List, p. 49. A Surveyor's Certificate issued to
Richard P. Clements, Southampton County, Virginia, on 27 October 1800,
by the President and Professors of William and Mary College is signed by
James Madison, pres., Robert Andrews, mathematics professor, St. G.
Tucker, law and police, John Bracken, humanity, James Henderson, human-
ity. James Madison, Individual Manuscripts, Archives, Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, Williamsburg, Virginia.
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Professor Andrews, who was an ordained minister of the Church of
England, a graduate of the College of Philadelphia, and the first grad-
uate of another American college to hold a Chair at William and Mary,
was brought to the College as Professor of Moral Philosophy in 1777 by
President Madison to bolster the declining academic status of the Col-
lege following the flight of some Tory members of the Faculty.1 One
historian notes that his appointment was symbolically important and thét
his fervent patriotism won him the affection of the more activist stu-
dents, but his scholarship and his pedestrian teaching 'cast no great
glory on his alma mater" nor on William and Mary's recruiting standards.
He did, however, have some experience as a drawing master; and perhaps
his appointment fulfilled the desire of Jefferson and others that the
students of the College be instructed in "the fine arts."2 Andrews also
served as Clerk to the Faculty; and in 1779 he was given the added re-
sponsibility of serving the College as Bursar, a position in which he

was still functioning in 1800.3

In 1784, he took "the title and per-
formed to the best of his limited abilities the duties of Professor of
Mathematics";4 and, as noted, it was in this professorship that he was
functioning in 1800.

Apparently neither his teaching nor his ability had improved at

this time, at least in the eyes of one student, Joseph Shelton Watson,5

1Morpurgo, p. 183.

21bid.

3é Provisional List, p. 57.

AMorpurgo, p. 216.

5"Joseph Shelton Watson was born 6 April 1780, and died 23 Sep-
tember 1805. After taking an academic course at William and Mary he
studied law there." "Letters from William and Mary College, 1798-1801:
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who wrote to his brother, David:1 "As for Mathematics, that you know,
has long been out of fashion at this place. Mr. Andrews pretends to
have [torn] But I believe he teaches almost as much of Hebrew. The
result of the examination of his class last year ought to have disgraced
him."2 Nipe months later, in a letter to his brother, he again men-
tioned Mr. Andrews, whom he had not seen since his arrival.

Mr. Andrews has just returned from Norfolk. Tomorrow I shall visit
him, for the first time, at College....Nov. 5. I have just seen Mr.
Andrews in the lecture room. He asked me whether I had studied any
part of Euclid. Being told that I had gone through the first six
books, he said I had as well employ myself in revising them, until
the senior class meets, and then begin plane Trigonometry, and
Algebra. For that class did not learn either of these last year. I
shall continue, revising the six books to myself, after we begin the
other studies. ' '

A little more than a month later, he wrote to David:

When I wrote to you last, I was not able to tell you exactly how
I should carry on my Mathematical studies. I expected then to con-
tinue only for a few days revising the first six books of Euclid,
and then to join the senior class. But the mode of our proceeding
is different....there were three others...like myself...so that we
three were formed into a distinct class, and are now going on to-
gether. We have gotten as far as the fourth book; and should have
been through it, and probably through the fifth by this time, had
not Mr. Andrews left us eight or ten days ago to go to Richmond. The
object of his journey was to contest an election with one Waller who
shut him out last election by a majority of only five or six votes.
It is supposed by many that he will gain his point. If he does, I
shall not rejoice with him. I had much rather he should stay and
attend to his business here. My object is to complete my study of

Joseph Shelton Watson to David Watson," The Virginia Magazine of History
and Biography [hereinafter referred to as VMH] 29(April 1921):<129>. He
attended William and Mary 1796-1801. A Provisional List, p. 43.

1David Watson was an alumnus of the College of William and Mary,
having graduated with an A.B. degree in 1797. He prepared himself for
the Bar, and practiced his profession as a lawyer in Louisa and adjoin-
ing Counties. VMH 29(April 1921):<129>-130.

2"Letters, 1798-1801: Watson to Watson," 9 February 1799, VMH
29(April 1921):139-140.

31bid., 4 November 1799, p. 145.
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Mathematics this year; which I apprehend, nay, am pretty certain, I
shall not, be able to do if he obtains his point, and attends the
assembly.
Morpurgo notes that Andrews had "sought to console himself by looking
for political office,"2 after Madison's election and subsequent conse-
cration ar Bishop in 1790 had essentially ended the clerical rivalry
that existed between them; and, as young Watson's letters concerning his
efforts to determine and to complete his studies in mathematics indi-
cate, the predominant role of Andrews' political aspirations continued
to be much in evidence as the nineteenth century began, and his lead-
ership rcle as a professor at the College could be viewed as negative.
The Professor of Romance Languages, Charles Bellini, had come to
America with a small group of Italians brought over by Philip Mazzei3 in
1773 for the purpose of joining in Jefferson's experiments in vinicul-
ture.4 By mid 1778, upon Jefferson's recommendation, he "was sworn in
as 'Clerk of Foreign correspondence'"5 to fill the Council of State's
need for '"'a faithful and capable person to act as Secretary & Inter-
preter of the French & other foreign languages.'"6 In 1779, he became

the first occupant of the newly created Chair, Professor of Romance

1ipid., pp. 149-150.
2Morpurgo, p. 217.

3Philip Mazzei was an Italian physician born in 1730 who came to
Virginia in 1773. '"Charles Bellini, First Professor of Modern Languages
in an American College: Correspondence of Jefferson and Bellini, Set-
tlement of Bellini's Estate." WMQ 5, 2nd ser.(January 1925):<1>,

4Ib:i.d.

5Morpurgo, p.- 192.

6Ibid.
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Languages;1 and he has been characterized by one historian as being,
...what a teacher of languages should be above all, a brilliant lin-
guist, capable of moving easily from French into German, on into
Spanish and back to his Italian mother tongue. Only his spoken
English never lost the inflections of Tuscany but it was grammati-
cally perfect and idiomatically sure....[and in spite of] financial
and personal misfortune until ill-health over-powered his spirit,
Bellini maintained a public cheerfulness and a Latin effusiveness
that contributed to the Williamsbur& society color and cosmopoli-
tanism that had never before existed.

Bellini's course in Romance Languages was omitted, like McClurg's, from

the list of course fees published in December 1779;3 and repeatedly, the

regular salary he was paid was too low to meet his needs and those of
his ailing wife.4 However, he was a loyal and devoted member of the

Faculty.

During the Revolution he remained in the College building as

sole custodian of the College and its treasurers, and he not only kept a

very close watch over the College property but also took the opportunity

to spread the fame of the College with high praises of its Faculty and

its treasurers.5 It is Professor Bellini who has provided "our only

clue"6 to the College's original Charter, which is still missing,7 by

1Note 1, WMQ 5, 2nd ser.(January 1925):<1>.

2Morpurgo, p. 192.

3"Journal of the Meetings of the President and Masters of Wil-
liam and Mary College, 1729-1784," entry for 29 December 1779, Archives,
College of William and Mary.

4Morpurgo, p. 192.

SIbid., pp. 203-204.

6Frank Evans, The Story of The Royal Charter of the College of

William and Mary (Williamsburg, Virginia: The Botetoufz_Bibliographical
Society, College of William and Mary, 1978), p. One.

7Even recently efforts have been exerted to determine the
Charter's possible existence among the deposits in the archives in
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reporting to the Faculty, as is noted in their Proceedings of 28 March
1791, his having seen the Charter some years past:

The Society being informed by M.Bellini that the original
charter of this College which is lost, was some years past seen by
him in the possession of a certain—Karjavina, a native of Muscovy,
who declared that it was his intention to deposit th? same among the
archives of St. Petersburg in Russia. Resolved etc.

An interest among the students at the College in learning lan-
guages was noted by St. George Tucker in a letter to Jedediah Morse in
1795 in which he stated that most students acquire French and Italian
and that Spanish and German may be acquired.2 Evidence of this interest
is also indicated by at least one student, Joseph Watson, who noted in a
letter to his brother on 7 September 1796, that his time at school was
employed in reading "lattin and French" and that the French was now
quite easy.3 However, his letter indicates that he was apparently
studying at this time with a Mr. Robertson:4

The pronunciation of it is the most difficult part and I suppose
would be much more so than it is were I to learn it with a Frenchman
or with any person who was well acquainted with the pronunciation.
...Latin and French are now so easy to me, that I am able to read

over at the schoolhouse moge than Mr. Robertson will let me say to
him in the course of a day.

St. Petersburg, Russia. Conversation with Xay Domine, Archivist,
College of William and Mary Archives, May 17, 1979.

1An extract from the Proceedings of the Faculty, 28 March 1791,
William and Mary College Papers, Folder 55, Faculty Records 1754-1850,
Archives, College of William and Mary.

2St. George Tucker to Jedediah Morse, [——] 1795, Tucker
Papers, Archives, College of William and Mary.

3Watson to Watson, 7 September 1796, VMH 29(April 1925):133-134.

ANo mention is made of a Mr. Robertson among the "Membérs of the
Faculty." A Provisional List, pp. 49-50. Perhaps he was an Usher.

5

Watson to Watson, 7 September 1796, VMH 29(April 1925):133-134.
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Writing again on 9 February 1799, Watson's letter indicates that Pro-
fessor Bellini was still teaching at the College and that he was‘prob-
ably studying with him at that time: "O0ld Bellini professes to teach
Modern Languages, wlhich amounts to a total exclusion of the knowledge of
them."1 Nine months 1later, 4 November 1799, he made the following

observation:

I have never yet seen Mr. Bellini. He is now living in an old house
somevhere, I believe, near the palace. The o0ld fellow, as you sus-
pect, is very poor; and to make his misfortune the greater, he has
been almost deprived of the power of articulation by a late para-
lytic attack. He has been for some time talking of removing from
his present lonesome habitation and fixing himself in College. But
this he has been talking of for some time, and it is supposed that
he will not do it at all unless the severity of cold forces him to
it. His only fooi, they say, is wine and biscuit; his only amuse-
ment—snufftaking.

No further mention is made of Bellini by young Watson though the avail-
able surviving letters to his brother, from Williamsburg, continue
through 7 May 1801.

Even to the last years of his life, evidence suggests that Bel-
lini considered Jefferson to be a friend and corresponded with him. In
the same year in which young Watson was writing to his brother, Charles
Bellini wrote to Jefferson, on April 1st, and confided that his state of
health was poor and that he had employed a secretary:

I have been waiting for some time with more than Christian pa-
tience to write you a letter; but the stiffness of my hands which
has hitherto prevented me increasing continually in obstinacy and my
days drawing bappily to a close I have been forced at length to make
use of a younger and more obedient hand which has fortunately fallen

in my way....I could wish to say a good deal more, but as my secre-
tary is not as longwinded as yours at Philadelphia, nor as well

1bid., 9 February 1799, p. 140.

21bid., & November 1799, p. 145.
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disposed to tease you with ponsense I must here conclude with assur-
ances of sincere affection.

That he was still very much a part of William and Mary is evidenced in
these comments:
William & Mary the most important object here has long been in a
declining state, but I am happy to inform you (and I know that it
will give you pleasure to hear) that it is at present rising very
rapidly. Several students who have lately quitted college, two
brothers particularly, by the name of Lomax will reflect the highest
lustre on their alma mater. But above all there Es one here at
present who is certainly an ornament to human nature.
Whether Professor Bellini was still actively teaching in 1800 cannot be
definitively determined. A surveyor's certificate issued 27 October
1800, did not include his signature. However, it could be assumed that,
health permitting, he was still a member of the Faculty; young Watson's
letter states that he had not yet seen Mr. Bellini but neither had he
seen Professor Andrews. It is apparent, however, that Professor Bellini
was not providing the instruction nor the leadership the college needed
from its Faculty; he was not physically able to do so.

St. George Tucker came to America from Bermuda in 1771. He
graduated from William and Mary in 1772, the same year as Madison; be-
came Judge of the Supreme Court of Virginia in 1785; and succeeded
William and Mary's first law professor, George Wythe, as Professor of
Law and Police in 1790. He is characterized by one historian as being
"a lesser man than his predecessor but once Wythe was out of academic

life, he [Tucker] was the best teacher of Law in all America and the

most thorough in all the English-speaking world."3 His Commentaries on

1"Charles Bellini," WMQ 5, 2nd ser.(January 1925):10-11.

21bid., p. 11.

3Morpurgo, p. 220.
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Blackstone,1 the earliest distinctive law book published in America, is
a testament to his scholarship and his thoroughness. That he was held
in esteem by his peers is evidenced in a letter to him from Judge John

Tyler, dated 10 July 1795:

I hope Mr. J® Morse will be convinced that there is yet at poor
old Will: Mary one professor whose abilities and Virtue are fully
equal to the gask of retrieving that station to which she is justly
entitled in y eyes of the learn'd, and rescuing her from the hands
of ignorance, the parent of prejudice and violence, and that this
professor is St. George Tucker, a Judge of the Gen  Court of Vir-
ginia and Professor of Law in Wt o& Mary College, who I am sure
professes also humanity, liberallity of sentiment, and Geographica
knowledge enough to deteck a falsehood utter'd by whom it may.

Evidence of esteem and respect is also indicated in a letter of one of
his students, Chapman Johnson,3 to a former student, David Watson (then
engaged in the practice of law), on 18 May 1800:

At the time that [I] spoke of the Bishop, my acquaintance with
Tucker was not sufficient to authorize an opinion of his merit.
Since then I have become as intimately acquainted with him as the
shortness of time would permit—I am happy to find your opinion of
him, so perfectly correspondent with my own. Whatever may be said
of his hauteur or austerity I believe him to be "Justum et tenacum
propositi wvirum." Whatever vulgar respect, too much liberty might
command, or whatever praises easy and popular manners may deserve,
yet

"An honest man's the noblest work of God"

Whatever enemies his rigid justice may occasion him, yet

1Tucker's manuscript copy of the third edition of this work is
housed among the Tucker Papers, Special Collections Division of The Swem
Library, College of William and Mary.

2Judge John Tyler [to Judge St. George Tucker], 10 July 1795,
WMQ 2, 1st ser.(January 1894):201.

3Chapman Johnson entered William and Mary in 1799 (A Provisional
List, p. 23) and earned the A.B. degree in 1802 (Catalogue of the Alum-
ni, 1866-1932, p. 153). He then began the practice of law at Staunton,
Virginia. He was a member of the State Senate from 1805-1831 and moved
his practice to Richmond where he remained until his death in 1849. Note
24, VMH 29(April 1921):155-156.
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"Oneself approving hour whole years outweighs
Of stupid stores [?] and of lowd huzzas".1

The interest and enthusiasm for the study of law prevalent among
the students at william and Mary at the time is evidenced in young John-

son's letter of 27 October 1800:

I have at length commenced the study of the Law. I have read
Littleton's text once and am reading it again. I find some diffi-
culties, which (if I can solve them) serve but to heighten my plea-
sure, and increase my ardor. Indeed I feel so deep an interest in
the Study, and swallow the dry stuff with so voracious an appetite
that I Eeally hope to be a lawyer, in time, if application will make

me one.
Chapman had written to Watson earlier, 14 August 1800, that he did not
plan to begin his law studies until October because he had several books
he wanted to read before he began "as I shall not have time to read them
afterwards. Such are Vattel, Brown on Equality, The Federalist, &c."3
Not all of the students engaged in the study of law, however,
shared young Chapman's interest and enthusiasm. Joseph Watson, writing
to his brother, David, on 9 February 1799, attests to the demands of the
law lectures and the emphasis on law in the College; but he exhibits far
less enthusiasm than Chapman Johnson.
It is unfortunate for me that far the greater quantity of our genius
and industry is employed in the study of the law. Law, tho called a
liberal profession, is surely one of the greatest enemies of general
and liberal learning. The man who becomes a compleat [lawyer] will,

I believe, be nothing else. It appears here to swallow up the whole
time and attention of those who are engaged with the study of it.

1Chapman Johnson to David Watson, 18 May 1800, VMH 29(July
1921):269-270.

21pid., 27 October 1800, p. 274.

31bid., 14 August 1800, p. 272.
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This has caused the total downfall of that society from which so
much was expected in the commencement of this Course.

Philosophy suffers by it....l

Despite his lack of enthusiasm for the study of law and the demands such
study imposed, young Watson shared the high regard in which his peers
held St. George Tucker as Professor of Law; his letter, following ad-
verse comments about Professors Andrews and Bellini, continued with this
statement: "Two of our Professors reflect honor on their professions."2
Tucker is undoubtedly one of these professors, and he undoubtedly pro-
vided a leadership position for the College as a member of the Faculty
as the nineteenth century began.

President Madison, who is also Professor of Natural Philosophy,
is undoubtedly the other professor to whom young Watson referred al-
though Madison's precise status at the College as the eighteenth century
ends and the nineteenth century begins was apparently somewhat uncertain
as young Watson noted in his letter:

Among the strange and unaccountable things, I have to mention, that
one of these, our president (as worthy a man as any that lives)
seems  to have become the object of more ill will, than, I believe,
was ever born towards before. It is always a difficult thing for a
professor to escape ill will. The Bishop, has hitherto, escaped
most admirably. But there is now a party here, with whom it seems
fashionable to enter, without discrimination, into all the preju-
dices and passions of one another, no matter how irrational, ungen-
erous, or malignant,—

As a lecturer in Natural Philosophy, Madison was apparently popular and

was held in high regard; and he apparently challenged and aroused the

1Watson to Watson, 9 February 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):139.
21bid., p. 140.

31bid., pp. 140-161.
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desired spirit of curiosity in his students, at least in some of them.
In addition to his lectures in Natural Philosophy, evidence suggests
that he was conducting the lectures in Moral Philosophy at the College
as well. Young Watson wrote to his brother on 4 November 1799, that he
was reading Duncan to the Bishop "who advises us to read along with it
Stuart's Philosophy of Mind“;1 and on 9 December 1799, he confided to
his brother the demands of his studies and his enthusiasm for them, par-
ticularly for Natural Philosophy:

Reading merely those books which are necessary for the course has
kept me in pretty constantly employment....philosophy is my delight.
I was particularly pleased with that part which treats of Magnetism.
The experiments on it were very curious and beautiful. And I expe-
rienced additional pleasure upon reading Cavallo on the subject....
The pleasure I felt in reading was often of the highest kind, such
as we always experience when we sudden&y discover truth after having
despaired of being able to come at it.

Chapman Johnson shared young Watson's enthusiasm for Natural Philosophy,

and his letter of 19 December 1799, gives further evidence that Madison

was functioning also as Professor of Moral Philosophy.3

I have hitherto attended the Bishop's Moral Course in the Junior
class and his natural course....purposing to attend Tucker's next
course and finding that I cou'd not get through the Bishop's politi-
cal course, before Tucker's lectures commenced, if I continued with
the Junior class I have it best to join the seniors and the Bishop
concurs with me....I shall consequently begin Rousseau immediately.

1Ibid., 4 November 1799, pp. 145-146. A note on page 145 indi-
cates that the work being read is possibly "The Elements of Logic" by
William Duncan, Professor of Philosophy at Aberdeen.

21pid., 9 December 1799, pp. 148-149.

3According to St. George Tucker's account of the College in his
response to the Rev. Jedediah Morse in 1795, the students in Moral Phi-
losophy "are examined on the ablest writers in logic, the belles let-
tres, ethics, natural law, the law of nations, and politics." WMQ 6,
1st ser.(January 1898):183.
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But from all my other studies put together, I do not promise myself
-half the pleasure I reieive from N. Philosophy. [He had not yet be-
gun the study of law.]

Madison's relationship with Joseph Watson and Chapman Johnson
and the respect, esteem, and high regard which they had for him is evi-
denced in their correspondence and indicates that he was not the "object
of ill will" of all the students. In response to his brother's query
"...how the Bishop received, and how he behaved towards" him, young Wat-
son wrote on 24 December 1799:

I am at some loss to answer. The reception...was easy and familiar
enough;....this I know, that I was very much impressed in his fa-
vour; and upon further acquaintance I like him still better....The
only thing I dislike is that I have not so much of his company and
conversation as I would wish. I have hardly ever seen him, except
in the Lecture Room. When I first went to see him the day after I
came down he gave a kind of general invitation to come to his house
whenever I could make it convenient. But I have never been; nor has
he thought proper to. repeat his invitation....What I look upon as
the [most agree-]able sign is a privilege he has given me of writing
#*%k% and showing them just when I please and can make it #*%*% 3
privilege which he has given to no other person but Johnson....The
last compositions of the class were read publicly. Johnson and my-
self delivered ours together on Friday last. These were the first
ones ever read....

Chapman Johnson had written on 19 December 1799, that he was much
pleased with the Bishop; that his politeness of behavior, his openness
of disposition, his easiness of manners, his "affability and famility in
conversation, which added to his extensive information, great virtues
and moral rectitude of conduct, irresistibly engage the esteem and admi-
ration of all who are acquainted with him. I am not insensible to the

3

charms of everything, that is noble and excellent in human nature."~ On

lyohnson to Watson, 9 December 1799, VMH 29(July 1921):266-267.

Zyatson to Watson, 24 December 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):153.

3Johnson to Watson, 19 December 1799, VMH 29(July 1921):265-266.
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18 May 1800, he reaffirms his admiration for President Madison: "I have
before given you my opinion of the Bishop. A longer acquaintance has
not altered it; but every act of his life tends more to confirm it."l

It would appear then, as the nineteenth century begins, that in
addition to the concerns communicated to Jefferson in his letter of Jan-
vary 17th—a Board of Visitors that had not met for five years; two
Professorships of Humanity, one or both of which should be abolished; an
absence of support for real science, including a Professorship of Chem-
istry, President Madison had become, as well, the object of increased
ill will among the students, at least among a number of them. Among
others, he was the object of highest esteem and respect and was much
reverred as a teacher and as a person. Most assuredly, he occupied a
position of leadership; and undoubtedly, he possessed the capacity to

lead; but was he providing the leadership the College needed from the

man serving as her president and as a member of her Faculty?

These then are the men who constituted one body charged with the
responsibilities of leadership for the College of William and Mary as
the nineteenth century begins—the Society, composed of the President
and the Professors and Masters of the College. The other body so
charged, the Board of Governors and Visitors., was at this time, as noted
by Madison in his letter to Jefferson, essentially a nonfunctioning
entity. What were the leadership responsibilities this body was ex-

pected to assume? At the time of the Transfer of the Charter in 1729,

11pid., 18 May 1800, p. 269.
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primary responsibility for day-to-day decisions and for management of
the College funds shifted from the Visitors to the Faculty; however, the
Visitors retained sole authority to change the Statutes;1 and, as one
historian notes, the Faculty and the Visitors were locked in a struggle
for supremacy almost from the day the Charter was signed.2 In 1779, as
part of the reforms instituted under the interim revised Statutes, the
Visitors took upon themselves the added, and somewhat shared, responsi-
bility of supervision by a committee of the mode of instruction and the
curriculum in each subject; the committee consisted of the President,
the Professor (in a given subject), -and six Visitors.3 After the Revo-
lution, however, it soon became "plain for all to see that the survival
of the College depended almost entirely on the efforts of the Faculty.
...[whose] goodwill...could not be placed at risk by aggressive inter-

ference from the Visitors."4 Apparently this policy of laissez-faire

adopted by the Visitors was viewed by Madison, by 1800, as abandonment:
"The Visitors seem to have abandoned the College. We have not been able
to obtain a meeting of them for 5 years."5 So the leadership provided
by this body was nomexistent.

The other position of leadership, that of the Chancellor, nomi-

nally the titular head of the College, was vacant in 1800, George

1Morpurgo, p- 80.

21pid., p. 216.

3Ibid., p. 190.
b1bi4., p. 216.

5Madison to Jefferson, 17 January 1800, James Madison, Faculty-
Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.
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Washington, the first American Chancellor of the College, having died on
December 14, 1799. Under the terms of the Transfer in 1729, the office
of Chancellor, "nominally the temporal and spiritual head of the College
whose advice must be sought on all major issues of policy,"1 was
retained and, as it had been in the past, was filled, except for a peri-
od of approximately two years,2 by either the Bishop of London or the
Archbishop of Canterbury either of whom was "most useful to a small
institution in a distant colony because he could serve as a link with
the Crown, with the British Government and with the Church in England."3
However, the advantages of the office of Chancellor evident at the time
of the Transfer were no longer available to the College after the break
with Britain in 1776; and the office remained vacant from that time
until appointment to this office was accepted by George Washington in
1788.4 Apparently Washington accepted the appointment reluctantly:

Eventually, Washington allowed himself to be persuaded but, though

he must have known that in almost a century of history not one

Chancellor had set foot on American soil let alone visited the Col-

lege, not until he had been assured that it was not expected of him

that he make "regular and indispensable Visitations'";...[and] he

left no one in any doubt that he intended.to give to the College
nothing more substantial than moral support.

l1‘101:purgo , p. 80.

2Charles Wyndham, Earl of Egremont, was Chancellor, 1762-1763;
Philip Yorke, Earl of Hardwicke was Chancellor in 1764. Vital Facts,
p. 44.

3Morpurgo, p. 80.

4George Washington to Samuel Griffin, April 1788, in John C.
Fitzpatrick, ed., The Writings of George Washington, 36 vols. (Washing-
ton: United States Government Printing Office, 1931-1944), 29:481-482.

5Mor:purgo, p. 214.
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In defense of Washington it could be said that a possible assumption on
his part that expectations of the Chancellor other than those or perhaps
different from those that existed prior to the Revolution could have had
validity, and perhaps he was not unaware of the role of the Chancellor
in the history of the College.

Evidence, however, of even moral support seems to be lacking.
Even though he was "by virtue of his surveyor's license, almost an alum-
nus,"1 having been "roundly and authoritatively commissioned"2 in 1749,
Washington apparently did not accord his commission the respect incum-
bent upon him.3 Furthermore, evidence suggests that even in 1798 "he
was still persisting with his long-standing reluctance to recommend the
College as a suitable place for the education of his friends and fami-
Db

ily In 1771, the Reverend Jonathan Boucher, tutor to Washington's

adopted son, John Parke Custis, wrote to Washington:

bid.
2. .
Ibid., p. 112.

3"Under its Charter the College possessed not only the privilege
of commissioning Virginia's surveyors but also a prescriptive call upon
one-sixth of the income of all who practiced this very lucrative profes-
sion. Lord Fairfax, the greatest of all employers of surveyors, flouted
both requirements. He hired surveyors who had no commissioms and, to
his own advantage and to theirs, he pretended ignorance of the income-
tax due to the College. One of Fairfax's surveyors was to hold eventu-
ally—with several other offices of distinction—the post of Chancellor
of William and Mary and was to enter fable as a man of unshakeable
probity yet, sadly, there is every reasomn to suspect that one-sixth of
the not inconsiderable fortune made by George Washington as a surveyor
was in effect stolen from the College and that, in this respect, he was
as carefully remiss as any of his less famous and less worthy col-
leagues" (Morpurgo, p. 112).

“Ibid., p. 214.



35

If after all you resolve in removing him; all I have to add is a
request that it may not be to Princeton. Pay me the compliment of
believing that I know something of these matters, and there is not
anything I am more convinced of than that your own college is a bet-
ter one—better in every respect. You live contiguous to it, and
hear every objection to it, often magnified beyond the truth, and
were this the case with respect to the Jersey's I am mistaken if you
would hear less there. 1If, however, the objections to Williamsburg
be insuperable, I would then recommend New York: it is but a step
further, ind for obvious reasons infinitely deserves the
preference.

In 1798, Washington's views concerning the College, even though he was
its Chancellor, were essentially the same: "The more I think of his
[George Washington Parke Custis] entering at William and Mary, (unless
he could be placed in the Bishop's family) the more doubtful I am of its
utility, on many accounts; which had better be the subject of oral com-
munication than by letter."2 One historian concludes that Washington's
having kept "the full force of his condemnation for 'oral communication'
was the least...[he] could do for the College of which he was titular
head. He did no more."3 He further concludes that the only benefit
accrued to William and Mary from its association with Washington was
"justification of its uncompromising selectivity"é through Washington's
election to the Presidency of the United States within a few months
after his appointment as Chancellor of the College.

At the time of Washington's death, Madison discussed with the

students the circumstances of his death and proposed that everyone who

1Jonathan Boucher to George Washington, 19 November 1771, WMQ 8,
1st ser.(April 1900):223.

2George Washington to David Stuart, 22 January 1798, in Fitz-
patrick, Writings of Washington, 3:137.

3Morpurgo, p. 214.

1bid.
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was not opposed by principle to doing so wear "a piece of crape as a
testimony of esteem and respect for his many virtues and the great ser-
vice he had rendered his country....[noting] that this measure had been
adopted by the Assembly; and that he himself should do it."l On the
22 February 1800, in the church in Williamsburg, Madison delivered a
discourse, addressed "To the Students of William and Mary College," on
the death of Washington, extolling him as an individual who combined
many of the attributes of a perfect character and exhorting them to not
only equal but to surpass his example:

Young Gentlemen:—To excel in moral worth, we must form an ideal
model of moral perfection. To assist you in forming such a model
has been my constant endeavour. With the same view I here present
you with a real model; not as the standard of perfection; for that,
like the beauty of bodies, is not to be discovered in any individ-
ual; but as an examplar of the happy combination of many of these
moral beauties, which constitute the perfect character. Accept it
as a small testimony of my affection; and be assured of my ardent
prayers, that you may ever strive not only to equal, but to surpass
it.

No mention is made of Washington as Chancellor of the College at any
point in the discourse. Another Chancellor for the College of William

and Mary was not appointed until 1859.3

1Watson to Watson, 24 December 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):152.

2"A Discourse on the Death of General Washington, Late President
of the United States; Delivered on the 224 of February, 1800, in the
Church in Williamsburg." By James Madison, D.D., Bishop of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church in Virginia, and President of William and Mary
College (Richmond: T. Nicolson, 1800). James Madison, Faculty-Alumni
File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

3Vital Facts, p. 44.
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It is evident that, as the nineteenth century begins, the Col-
lege did not have a full complement of persons and positions charged
with the responsibility of providing leadership and the leadership under
which it was functioning was being provided by a very few. The office
of Chancellor was vacant. The Board of Governors and Visitors was a
nonfunctioning entity. The Society was composed of six professors, one
of whom was President of the College, Professor of Natural Philosophy,
Professor of Moral Philosophy, Rector of the Jamestown Parish, and Bish-
op of Virginia; another was Professor of Law and Police and a Judge of
the Supreme Court of Virginia; another was Professor of Mathematics, was
apparently limited in ability and in teaching expertise, held Anglican
orders, and was actively engaged in seeking political office; another
was iil and had severely limited powers of articulation, a serious limi-
tation for ome who teaches languages; another was Professor of Humanity
(whose professorship the President thought should probably be abolished)
and Rector of Bruton Parish; and about the other Professor of Humanity
little is known except that the President felt his professorship, too,
should be abolished. The pluralistic involvement among the Faculty in
nonpedagogical pursuits was characteristic of previous Faculties and
Presidents; and following the Revolution the practice had become finan-
cially unavoidable. A possible advantage at this time, however, of the
Faculty's involvement in various affairs of state, now that the capital
had been removed to Richmond, was that the students undoubtedly bene-
fited from the Faculty's involvement and through their involvement were
not entirely removed from familiarity with political life beyond the

campus, a circumstance which had given a political sophistication beyond
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their years to many of their predecessors when Williamsburg was at the
center of the political scene at both the state and national levels.
Who, however, was providing leadership for the College? Who had both
the capacity and the will to lead? What was the character and condition
of the College as the nineteenth century began?

The Statutes of 1792 were officially in effect in 1800 for the
governance of the College, although one historian maintains that they,
like the Statutes of 1729, had fallen into desuetude almost as soon as
they were written.1 Under these Statutes the degree, Doctor of Law, was
retained and a second degree, Doctor of Divinity, was added. The other
degrees offered by the College were Batchelor [sic] of Arts, Batchelor

2

of Law, and Master of Arts.” The "University" had two terms: the third

Monday in October through the last day in April and the third Monday in

May through the last day in July.>

Attendance was compulsory; and any
absence without leave was under penalty of a mulct not to exceed three
shillings for one absence. Similar penalties of a mulct could be im-
posed for lack of preparation, daily as well as for annual examina-

tions.4 The honor system persisted although the pledge to which the

student subscribed upon matriculation, "...that he will be observant of

1Morpurgo, p. 220.

2Statutes of 1792, Stat. XI:I.

3Evidence of this academic calendar is indicated in several let-
ters (Johnson to Watson, 18 May 1800, and 27 October 1800); letters also
indicate that students remained at the College during the vacation peri-
ods (Johnson to Watson, 14 August 1800). '"Letters to David Watson," VMH
29(July 1921):270, 273.

4Statutes of 1792, Stat. III:3 and 4.
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all rules, orders and statutes of the University,"1 did not incorporate
the additional phrase of a 1784 Statute, "...and particularly such as
require that kind of conduct...conducive to the Honour & Prosperity of
the University."2 The Statute regulating the drinking habits of the
students—"Be it ordained, That the drinking of spiritous liquors (ex-
cept in that moderation, which becomes the prudent and industrious
Student) be prohibited."s——had been relaxed in December 1796:

15th: No person other than a student, or other member of the Col-

lege shall be admitted as a boarder at the College table; no liquor
shall be furnished or used at table except beer, cyder, t%ggy, or
spirits and water, and these only in moderate quantity. 16 : The
keeper of ye College table shall on no pretense, nor for any consid-
eration furnish or sell to the students wine or any other spiritous
liquors to be drunk at any othez.r time or place except at their
ordinary meals as beforementioned.
Other Statutes concerned general order and decorum of the students;
room, board, and attendant fees; use of the library; admission require-
ments and academic requirements; penalties, expulsion, and procedures
for imposing each; degree requirements and procedures for honours,
awards, and other forms of recognition.5
Surviving letters of several students provide clues regarding

the students, the academic milieu, and the community milieu at this

time. Of the food, one student noted that '"there is an alteration

11pid., stat. I.

2The Honor System of The College of William and Mary in Virginia

(Williamsburg: Office of the Dean of Students, 1964), p. 6.
3

Statutes of 1792, Stat. IV:1.

4William and Mary College Papers, Folder 49, Archives, College
of William and Mary.

SStatutes of 1792, Stats. IV-XI.
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considerable in the Brafferton diet but far are they yet, from the

Hegliogabelan proficiency."1

Of the rooms, one stated that his "situa-
tion in College is as commodious and agreeable as I could reasonably
have expected....a very convenient room, on the third floor, your former
habitation, I believe"z; another stated that he was not "fixed in Col~-
lege....[but] at Moirs....[where his] situation is not so good as I
would wish it....two of us are living tégether, and...two attract more
company than one....I find now little time for company"3; he planned to
get a convenient room to himself next quarter, if possible. Of student
dress, one wrote that he had not yet received his cravat and handker-
chiefs;4 and another commented that "There's great variety in the dress
of the students this Course from the finest satin, to a pair of check
overalls."5 .

Of student habits, attitudes, and manners several observations
were made. One noted that the students '"generally are less assiduous,
than I could wish, but, I have not, much reason to complain of interrup-
tion"6; a few months later he wrote: "I have often reflected...on the

extravagance of the students at William and Mary...., had we at College

more students whose object was rather improvement, than pleasure, and

1Robert Michie to David Watson, 3 November 1797, VMH 29(July
1921):257-258.

2johnson to Watson, 19 December 1799, VMH 29(July 1921):265.
3Watson to Watson, 9 December 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):148.

41bid., 11 February 1798, p. 137.

[

Michie to Watson, 3 November 1797, VMH 29(July 1921):258.

6Johnson to Watson, 19 December 1799, VMH 29(July 1921):265.
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whose fortunes made frugality more necessary. But the genius and dissi-

pation of our students...."!

Another student noted that about one
fourth of the students were industrious and promising; but most of the
rest were "devoid of emulation, with a sluggish inactivity of mind, pass
their moments away in a total insensibility to the importance of their
time, and the advantages which they possess."2 The same student com-
mented further:

Ease, pleasure and simplicity of manners have been always charming

in my eyes. But never as charming as when opposed to vanity, affec-

tation, and stiffness. I have here daily occasion to observe each

of these characters, in most striking contrast. While I am forced

to adq}re and love the one, how often do I blush with shame for the
other.

Of the number of students and the abilities and talents of indi-
vidual students, interesting and specific observations were made. 1In
February 1799, the College was described as flourishing in numbers,
possessing among the sixty students "a considerable portion of genius
and industry....[yet] it is painfull to remark how greatly the opposite
of these qualities preponderates."4 At the commencement of the fall
session, October 1799, about forty-three students were present at the
first general lecture on Natural Philosophy, but four or five old stu-
dents were absent at the time; the accession generally received should

soon increase the number to fifty-five or sixty.5 Another student noted

ljohnson to Watson, 18 May 1800, VMH 29(July 1921):270.

2Watson to Watson, 9 February 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):139.

31bid.

“Ibid., p. 140.

SWatson to Watson, 27 October 1800, VMH 20(April 1921):146.
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that the first natural lecture had forty students, a number greater than
even the Bishop could recollect being present before.1 In July of the
preceding year, Isaac A. Coles, writing to Henry St. George Tucker2 from
Amherst, Virginia, discussed the increase in the number of students
attending the College. He did not know whether to attribute it to,
...our peculiar national situation or to some peculiarities in the
Institution itself, or whether indeed it may not be owing to mere
accident from an impulse which they may have received from the exam-
ple of some striking & popular Genius. [A few lines earlier he had
noted that "Most of our illustrious Heroes & patriots have been
educated in the bosom of our much loved Mother."] This last I think
is more probably the current idea especially when we consider how
much man in general is indebtjed for his passions & character to
those by whom he is surrounded.
His analysis, if accepted, would attribute a Leadership role, regarding
the general welfare of the College, to the students.
A rather mature analysis of the relative wvalue of number and

quality with specific observations regarding some of the students was

made by young Joseph Watson in a letter to his brother:

1Johnson to Watson, 27 October 1800, VMH 29(July 1921):273.
Mary R. M. Goodwin notes the number of students for 1799 to be 43 and
for 1800, 44. Mary R. M. Goodwin, Notes of the College of William and
Mary (Williamsburg: Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1954).

2Both of these young men had recently earned the A.B. degree at
William and Mary, Coles in 1798 and Tucker in 1799. Catalogue of the
Alumni, 1866-1932, p. 153. Isaac A. Coles, of Albemarle, was later a
lawyer, a member of the House of Delegates in 1840-1841, and was, for a
time, Jefferson's private secretary. VMH 29(July 1921):265. Henry
St. George Tucker, son of Judge St. George Tucker, was later a member of
Congress, Chancellor of the Fourth Judicial Circuit, President of the
Court of Appeals of Virginia, Professor of Law at the University of Vir-
"ginia, and President of the Virginia Historical Society. VMH 29(April
1921):146.

3Isaac A. Coles to Henry St. George Tucker, 20 July 1799, WMQ 8,
1st ser.(January 1900):159.
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Number at a College you know to be a matter of highest importance.
If we are numerous now, the report of our number will add to our
seminary a reputation that will cause the youth of our country to
flock to it in still greater numbers; and Science, Arts, and conse-
quent happiness will be more generally diffused through our country.
But we have something else upon which I trust the fame of our Col~
lege will rest more substantially than upon mere number. In many of
our young men we have reil talents accompanied by the most ardent
love for Science. Cabell™ to these qualities, unites those atten-
tive easy and respectfu& manners which never fail to seize upon the
affections—of Johnsons™ abilities....They are not of the very
splendid kind. But in my estimation he possesses a penetration and
energy of mind in the highest degree adapted to the discovery of
truth and to the pursuit of her through the most difficult and
intricate mazes.

Leigh3 (of Chesterfield) to real cleverness unites more show.
H.[enry St. George] Tucker, though by nature perhaps endowed with no
extraordinary degree of acuteness, or energy, and certainly with no
brilliancy of talents, has, by the advantages of regular education
and diligent attention made acquisitions wgich will command respect
to himself and prove useful to his Country.

1Joseph Carrington Cabell earned his A.B. degree at William and
Mary in 1798 (Catalogue of the Alumni, 1866-1932, p. 153) and returned
to William and Mary to study law under Judge St. George Tucker in 1800-
1801. Prior to entering William and Mary he attended Hampden-Sidney
College, 1795-1796, and traveled in Europe during 1802-1806. '"He was
Jefferson's chief supporter in the Legislature in founding the Univer-
sity of Virginia and it is hardly overstating to say that probably that
great institution could not then have been established without his aid.
...[He] was a man of high character, of great ability and national repu-
tation....The only blot on [his] record, which he shares with Jefferson.
...[was the lack of] a truer loyalty to Alma Mater....at her time of
special weakness and need" f[as her history will soon reveal]l. VMH
29(July 1921):261, note 5.

2See note 4, p. 26.

3Benjamin Watkins Leigh earned the A.B. degree in 1802 also
(Catalogue of the Alumni, 1866-1932, p. 153); he practiced law in
Petersburg until 1813 when he moved to Richmond; he was elected to the
United States Senate in 1834 but, feeling unable to obey instructions
from the Virginia Legislature, resigned his seat in 1836; a few years
later, one historian notes, he came very near to being President of
United States. Note 24, VMH 29(April 1921):156.

4Watson to Watson, 26 October 1800, VMH 29(April 1921):155-157.
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A year earlier, in response to his brother's query as to who of the stu-
dents were clever, young Watson had identified "Young H. Tucker and one
Leigh from Chesterfield" as appearing to be the cleverest and "Young
Mann Page,1 with whom you are acquainted appears to be a sensible man."2
Similar observations concerning Joseph Cabell were communicated to David
Watson by another student at the College at this time:
Since you know Cabell it is needless for me to tell you, I think him
clever. Seems to possess, all that strength of mind, that scien-
tific ardor, that unremitting application, necessary to form the
wise man; and all that communicative disposition, and agreeable man-
ner, which render his knowledge useful to q}hers, and make him
respectable and respected, amiable and beloved.

Of expenses, one student wrote that he had often reflected, with
regret, on the exorbitant expenses of education in "this Country, and
particularly on the extravagance of the students at William and Mary....
my own circumstances make it a matter of primary concern for me to re-
duce, as much as possible, the expenses of education."4 Another student
discussed expenses and payment of fees more specifically. Beginning
with the familiar phrase, "I want money," he noted that it was customary
to pay the quarter's board at its commencement; and his present qﬁarter,
which began on January 20th, had not\been paid at the time of his
writing, February 9th. In addition, he had lent between twenty and

thirty dollars; so his pocket money was scarce (another familiar note).

He indicated that he believed "130 Dol. would bear all expenses betwixt

Yann Page earned the A.B. degree in 1798. Catalogue of the
Alumni, 1866-1932, p. 153.

2

Watson to Watson, 4 November 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):146.

3Johnson to Watson, 27 October 1800, VME 29(July 1921):273.

“Ibid., 18 May 1800, p. 270.
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this time and my arrival home next summer. But...there may be unfore-
seen expenses."1 On his return to the College in the Fall, he stopped
in Richmond and stayed at the Swan Tavern; his expenses and purchases
amounted to nineteen pounds plus taylors [sic] charges and tavern ex-
penses.2 In relating an encounter at the tavern with a friend of his
brother's, one Woody, who planned to buy a house in Williamsburg for the
purpose of boarding students, he revealed the cost of boarding in Wil-
liamsburg, off campus, at this time: '"Mores price for board he [Woody]
says is fifty dollars a quarter, if he takes a room singly; forty if he

will take a fellow.">

Shortly after the commencement of classes he had
determined that he would need additional funds by the beginning of the
next quarter and that thirty-five pounds should suffice. "That will
make out a round hundred."4 However, within a month he had concluded
that forty pounds would be needed; for he had "laid out nearly twenty
dollars in them [books]. 1In the spring I shall want clothes; and many
other things I shall stand in need of, I expect, between now and the

time I go home."5

Both of these young men probably represent the more
conservative element attending the College.
0f specific courses of study, requirements, texts, and other

books read, mention is interspersed throughout the correspondence.

French, lattin [sic], Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Moral Philosophy,

1Watson to Watson, 9 February 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):139.

21bid., 16 October 1799, p. 14é.
31piag.
4Ibid., 4 November 1799, p. 146.

SIbid., 9 December 1799, p. 150.
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and Law are all identified as courses being pursued; also specifically
identified is the writing of a composition once a fortnight.1 Specific
works and authors mentioned include Ovid's Metamorphases [gig], Winter~-
botham, Depaw, Abbe Clavizero, Virgil, Horace, Pope, Dryden, Homer, Gil
Blas, Gibbon's decline and fall of the Roman Empire [sic], Ramsay,
Thompson, Duncan, Stuart's Philosophy of Mind, Rutherforth, Godwin,
Adams, Rush's Essays, Nicholson's philosophy [sic], Chaptal on Chemistry
[sic], Euclid, Cavallo, Blair's Lectures [gig],z Rousseau, Vattel, Brown
on Equality [sic], The Federalists [sic], and Littleton.3 Among the
works and authors read, Godwin4 seems to have been the most contro-
versial. Young Joseph Watson—after having noted that at a recent
meeting his society had been equally divided on the question, "Is

gratitude a virtue?"-—made this observation:

11bid., 24 December 1799, p. 153.

2Watson to Watson, VMH 29(April 1921):131-150.
3“Letters to David Watson," VMH 29(July 1921):266-274.

4William Godwin was an English political writer and novelist.
The son of a minister and educated for the ministry, he had held three
different parishes before deciding, in 1782, to live in Londoan and re-
form society through his writings rather than through the Church. His
work, Inquiry Concerning Political Justice, and its Influence on General
Virtue and Happiness, published in 1793, attracted wide notice at the
time; and though little known now, it marks a phase in English thought
and takes its place for its political effect with Milton's Areopagitica,
Locke's Essay on Education, and Rousseau's Emile. He defined political
justice as the adoption of "any principle of morality and truth into
practice of the community"; his work, therefore, was "an inquiry into
the principles of society, of government, and of morals." He believed
man to be perfectible, society to be faulty, and vice to be overcome by
correcting conditions that produce it. In his later years he modified
some of his more extreme views but never altered his devotion to the
cause of 1liberty or his complete belief in man and in the power of
reason. Note 18, VMH 29(April 1921):147.
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From this.you may guess at the esteem in which Godwin is held by the
students. His innovating principles I am told are much disliked
and feared by the Bishop. Adams is the book for the Bishop. He
extols and recommends him continually. From his advice I have been
reading him for information on the subject of Materialism, which he
has given us to compose upon. The subject itself is very abstruse
and difficult and it was not made less so by reading Adams....I have
written upon it I believe a parcel of nonsense. B I console
myself with the thought that no one knows much about it.

A year later, he again mentioned the influence of Godwin on the students
and the esteem with which his views were held by some of them:
There is another whom I shall mention, not because of any high esti-
mation in which I hold his talents, but because by many he is looked
upon with amazement, and by the intelligent he is, and desires to
be, respected. It is one Moody,....He has indiscriminately adopted
the opinions of, Godwin, which distinguish him at College and
wherever he goes.
Madison's own views, at this time, relative to Godwin and others
of like mind are revealed in his letter to Jefferson of 1 February 1800.
After praising Priestley as being among the first grade of Philosophers,
physical or moral, and lamenting his treatment in this country as "a
Disgrace to common sense, & ought to be opposed by everyone who has any
Regard or Feeling for oppressed Integrity, & Talents the most

distinguished,"4 he continued with these observations:

I am also much obliged for your analysis of Illuminatism. It is
the most satisfactory which I have seen, particularly, so far as it

1"Though Godwin was affectionate in his family relations, he
held the theory that natural relationships had no claim on man, nor was
gratitude to parents or instructors any part of justice or virtue. Hence
the reference to the debate" (Note 18, VMH 29[April 1921]:147).

2Watson to Watson, 4 November 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):147.

3Wat.son to Watson, 26 October 1800, VMH 29(April 1921):157-158.

AJ[ames] Madison to [Thomss Jefferson], 1 February 1800, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.
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concerns Wishaupt. I have no doubt, mysticism attached to it, orig-
inated in the Manner you have described. The old-fashioned Divines
look out for a millenium; the modern Philanthropist for the epoch of
infinite Perfectibility. Both equally distant because equally infi-
nite. The advancement of man to this state of Perfection, is like
those two geometrical lines, which are continually approaching, &
yet will never touch. Cordorcet appears to me the ablest, & at the
same Time, equally as visionary as Godwin or any other. I cannot
agree with Wishaupt, that the time will arrive, when no Government
will be necessary, because that Time, upon their own Hypothesis, is
infinitely distant; but I do most firmly believe, that the Xn Reli-
gion rightly understood, & carried into full effect, would establish
a pure Democracy over the world. It's main Pillars are—Equality,
Fraternity, Justice, universal Benevolence. So far Wishaupt & my-
self most cordially agree. I have intended to publish a discourse,
which I have by me, the object of which is to prove, that the true
Xn must be a good Democrat. It is astonishing what enemies to Xy,
its advocates generally are.—Morse is a blockhead.—I enclose a
letter from our Friend Tucker to him.—You will find, that he i

treated as he deserved; & with him the whole Tribe of Sycophants.

The views held by Madison in this regard as voiced abroad by many and as
received by many are rather clearly indicated by one of the students:
I was really somewhat surprised, to find the Bishop so firm a
Christian, as I now believe him; after having so frequently heard,
that he was a deist in sentiment. If he is not a Christian, he cer-
tainly is the most consummate hypocrite; and this I cannot believg

of him; his firm belief is manifested in every action of his life.
It is certain that this rather widespread interpretation of his views
adversely affected his leadership role at the College. Men would not
send their sons into a hotbed of deism. On the other hand, the spirit

of skepticism which perhaps made possible the development and/or adop-

tion of such ideas as those of deism was viewed by many of her sons as a

1Reportedly, Bishop Madison would never speak of Heaven in his
sermons as a kingdom but rather would refer to it as "that great repub-
lic where there was no distinction of rank and where all men were free
and equal" (Note 8, VMH 29[April 1921]:140).

2Madison to [Jefferson], 1 February 1800, James Madison,
Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

3Johnson to Watson, 19 December 1799, VMH 29(July 1921):266.
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primary contribution to the acquisition of knowledge as noted by Isaac
Coles, writing to Henry St. George Tucker in July 1799. President Madi-
son, and Jefferson as well, had imbibed this spirit through the study of
the natural sciences and experimental philosophy under William Small who
came to the College from Birmingham, England, about 1756. Subsequently,
natural philosophy became Madison's favorite study; and under his tute-
lage the spirit of scientific inquiry continued to excite the minds and
spirits of the young men who came to William and Mary, as can be seen in
Cole's letter:
The spirit of skepticism which so much prevailed & which every

student acquired as soon as he touched the threshhold of the College

is certainly the first step towards knowledge; it puts the mind in a

proper state not only to receive, but also to receive correctly.

That it leads to Deism, atheism &c I will acknowledge, but on the

same grounds ye may object to reason. Skepticism indeed only gives

it the reins.
At a time when the Disestablished Church itself was viewed as an antag-
onist to the doctrine of separation of church and state and at a time
when the glebe lands were an object of political and religious contro-
versy, Madison as head of the Disestablished Church in Virginia was
certainly an object of skepticism; and his leadership role at the
College was undoubtedly adversely affected when viewed from the
perspective of the citizenry at large.

Of the social life of the students, it would appear that the

College provided planned entertainment at times: "We are to have a kind

of shew tonight, the fellow promises largely viz. Chinese shades the

1I. A. Coles to Henry St. George Tucker, 20 July 1799, WMQ 8
(January 1900):159.
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flying of snakes and other philosophical experiments too hideous to men-
tion."1 Also, the students were very much a part of the social life of
the community of Williamsburg. One student wrote that his "acquaint-
ances with the inhabitants has progressed very slowly, tho' it has kept
pace with my desires, for I find that an extensive acquaintance, would

be incompatible with close study."2

He further observed that he had
found the few acquaintances he had made to be polite and agreeable and
that the people generally appeared to be extremely gay and extravagant.
"There have been not less than four balls, since I came to town, &
...another this week. To one, who has spent his life in Louisa, where a
ball is almost a phenomenon, this must appear the height of

extravagance."3

Another student shared with his brother details of a social
function which was sponsored by the students and included the citizens
of Williamsburg. His letter also indicates that the students had social
intercourse with members of the Faculty:

On. last Saturday fortnight your old friend N. Beale was married to
Nancy Maupin. On Wednesday evening last a splendid Ball was given
them by the Students, who seemed,rejoiced at such an opportunity of
showing their esteem for Norbonne for he is much beloved by them. I
was then introduced to Mrs. Beale...[who] mentioned that she was
very intimate with you while you were here; I have not yet been able
to cultivate their [the citizens] acquaintance so much as I would
wish to do. I have visited at omnly two places since I have been

1Robert Michie to David Watson, 21 December 1799, VMH 29(July
1921):260.

2Johnson to Watson, 19 December 1799, VMH 29(July 1921):266.

31pid.

4Norbonne Beale was at William and Mary in 1798. A Provisional
List, p. 7.
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Andrews, I dined soon after I came down and on
Greenbow's. Greenbow entertains more of the
I received a pressing invitation at
She has a little daughter, she

At Mr.

from old Mrs. Russe]l.

says, half distracted to see me.

The students even served as a source of poetic inspiration to the towns-

pecple.

The following handwritten verse entitled "Our Friends" is

supposed to have been written circa 1800 by a lady of Williamsburg in

compliment to some of the students at the College.
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The warmth and support of the community of Williamsburg, though charac-
terized as an evil by many outside observers, did surely for the most
part redound to the over-all benefit and well-being of the College; and,
as will be seen, the citizens provided leadership for the College at
times when no other leadership existed.

Of the students' attitudes with regard to political issues and
events, it appears that they were both active and effective in communi-
cating their views. At the time of Washington's death, President
Madison's proposal to the students that they wear a piece of crape as a
testimony of esteem and respect, if not opposed by principle to doing
s0, was accompanied, one student observed, by two additional considera-
tions: first, such a measure had been adopted by the Assembly and by
himself as well; and second,

...[a] consideration which...had some weight with him (a considera-
tion which seems to me to have too great an influence over all his
[Madison's] actions)...a desire to contradict as much as lay in his
power, those reports which have been for some time so industriously
circulated roughout the State, that this is so far led away by
Jacobinical,” disorganizing principles as not only to be enemies to
the Union, but even to have forgotten the services of those who mos

distinguished themselves in the cause of American Independence.

Most of the students, his letter continued, were wearing black,

including himself; but several of the students, opposed to the measure,

1"Jacobins" and "Aristocrats" were political terms borrowed from
France. The Republicans or Jacobins admired France and the French Revo-
lution, and the Federalists or Aristocrats held contrary views and
leaned toward England. The large majority of people of Virginia at this
time were enthusiastically for the Republican party, including Jefferson
and Madison; exceptions were eminent men like Washington, Marshall, and
Henry Lee.

Zyatson to Watson, 24 December 1799, VMH 29(April 1921):152.
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ca}led ; meeting immediately; debated the matter for two or three hours,
with considerable warmth; adjourned until the next day because several
students were absent; met again and debated for several hours and voted,
with the result being twenty "in favour of the measure; six or seven
against it. You may suppose...that the will of the majority was to
influence the conduct of the others. But not so. No one was desired to
act otherwise than as his inclination led him. The meeting was merely
to persuade."l The spirit of Republicanism ran high at the College of
William and Mary, and student reactions to issues and events were not
always as calmly resolved as in this instance. However, the intellec-
tual freedom and exercise of qebate encouraged by the Faculty among the
students should be considered indicative of a wise leadership on their
part.

The spirit of party strongly influenced men's lives at this time
in American history, and the intensity of feeling between the Republi-
cans and the Federalists had climaxed with the enactment of the Alien
and Sedition laws. In October of 1798, Jefferson had written that he
believed them to be "experiments on the American mind to see if they
would bear an open violation of the Comstitution. If so, then another
act making Adams President for life would surely follow, and then anoth-
er fixing the succession in his family."2 Earlier that year, in May,
Madison had written Jefferson, stating that the Alien bill was a monster
that must forever disgrace its parents and that President Adams' letter

to the young men of Pennsylvania "“is the most damnable and degrading

11bia.

2Ibid., note 21.
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that could fall from the lips of the first magistrate of an independent
people."1 The students at William and Mary, however, also caught up in
the intensity of party spirit, did not limit their response to verbal
expression. On July 4th some of them paraded an effigy of the President
of the United States through the streets of Williamsburg and burned
another effigy designating the same character that evening. One of the
few surviving extracts from the Proceedings of the Faculty details the
students' actions on that date. The Proceedings, dated July 11th, 1798,

state that,

The Society having been informed that an effigy said to desig-
nate the President of the United States was paraded through the
streets of Williamsburg on the 4th instant by certain students of
the College, and that one or more students, supposed to be different
from the others, also assisted on the evening of the said day to
burn another effigy said to designate the same character.

Resolved unanimously that the Society do condemn and censure the
conduct of the said students as highly indecent, and as tending to
bring into contempt and Cfeate an opposition to the constituted
authorities of our country.

One noted historian states that Washington's effigy was paraded through
the town and publicly incinerated.3 However, the documentation cited
and that available to the author of this study, the extract from the
Proceedings of the Faculty, does not identify the President by name; and
. John Adams, having assumed the office of President of the United States

in 1797, was President at the time, not Washington. The conduct of the

students corresponded to the tenor of the times; and it is reasonable to

Inbia.

2An extract from the Proceedings of the Faculty, 11 July 1798.
William and Mary College Papers, Folder 55, Archives, College of William
and Mary.

3Morpurgo, p. 221.
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assume that the effigy designated President John Adams and not George
Washington who had been out of office for approximately one and one-half
years.

A more rational mode of dealing with the contagion of intense
party spirit at this time is evidenced in the students' correspondence.
Joseph Cabell no£ed in his letter of June 7th:

...I feel happy in fraternizing with my brother republicans at a
time when they appear to be the objects on which the other half of
the community vent all their angry passions....The federalists have
excited a belief that the legislature intended, and that their mea-
sures led to, disunion. The people fearing disunion as the worst of
evils have therefore thought it better even at the risk of bad laws,
to elect men who would never consent to a dissolution of the federal
compact. When evil effects have flowed from certain causes, we are
apt to wonder that those effects were not foreseen by the author of
their causes. Perhaps we should in similar circumstances find our
sagacity, ﬁpresight and penetration fall equally as far short of
perfection.

Chapman Johnson, noting that popular opinion indicated that Jefferson
was to be the next president, wrote a short time later:

I suppose I am pleased....I only wish that it may not be a
mistake. What has produced the change? I suppose the number of
innocent victims of the oppressive sedition law, the repeated and
frequent violations of the Constitution, the want of that cabalistic
term "French Invasion" and perhaps the operation of Congressional
taxes, have, at length, taught the people to reflect and endeavour
to avoid the dangerous abyss, on the brink of which they have so
long tottered.

I should like to have your opinion of the constitutionality if
the late election bill passes in Congress. From the slight reading
I have given it, there appegrs to me palpable infractions of the
Constitution contained in it.

The response of the President and the Faculty to the students' sometimes

overzealous display of party spirit would indicate a tolerance and

1Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 7 June 1799, VMH 29(July
1921):263-264.

2johnson to Watson, 18 May 1800, VMH 29 (July 1921):271.
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wisdom necessary for the exercise of wise leadership by some; others
would consider their response to be an indication of weak and ineffec-
tive leadership. Considering the tenor of the times, it was probably
the former.

0f the students' attitudes with regard to Faculty decisions, it
is indicated in the evidence that at times they were less than compli-
ant, even rather strongly reactionary. The winter of 1800 witnessed
such a student reactionary response to a Faculty disciplinary decision,
the details of which were noted by one of the students who was concerned
that people might draw unfavorable and unjust conclusions regarding the
professors. This would indicate a rather weak Faculty leadership posi-
tion at the College and a somewhat less than high regard among the
people.of Virginia for its ability to make wise decisions in adminis-
tering the affairs of the College, including student discipline. A
summary of young Johnson's detailed account of the "unfortunate distur-
bance" is as follows. |

The "o0ld" postmaster, Davis, who had repeatedly insulted a
student, Smith, was repaid "in his own coin" one night "whilst deliver-
ing the papers" at the post office. Smith, after a few glasses of wine,
had conceived a method of revenge; had gone to the post office; and had
indulged in '"unrestrained and immediate abuse" of Davis. Professor
Bracken, who, unknown to Smith, happened to be in the post office at the
time, witnessed this abuse, "the most profane and obscene language he
had ever heard." Because Smith resolved to justify his conduct, the

Society, in reviewing the incident the following day, voted expulsion.
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The students, agitated by the decision, censured the Faculty, particu-
larly Judge Tucker (who apparently did nothing more than examine the
witnesses and express an opinion), and declared they would publish the
injustice of the expulsion and would break the Judge's windows if the
expulsion were continued. After reflection, however, the students met
to decide on a mode of proceeding that would obtain a repeal for Smith.
They appointed a committee to prepare a written statement outlining the
evils that would ensue, the injustice of the sentence, and a request for
a repeal. This was presented to Presi&ent Madison who called Johnson in
to serve as mediator and indicated to him his concern for Smith, the
unacceptable tone of the students' address, and the necessity for a pro-
per address which would state the general good conduct of Smith, the
impropriety of his recent conduct, and a promise of good behavior. The
students again met, proposed another address which was rejected, and
then sent the original address to the other professors. Judge Tucker
agreed with President Madison; the professors proceeded to meet a second
and a third time, "and at length determined to let the business drop and
S. remain a student."1

Such a response on the part of the President and the Faculty
would seem to indicate indecison, an inability to administer discipline.
The Statutes did state that "profane swearing and cursing...whether
within or without the walls of the University, shall be particularly
animadverted on, and punished by reproof, public censure or expulsion,

as to the Society shall appear to be proper."2 Was it not ''the study of

11hid., pp. 267-269.

Z3tatutes, 1792, IV:2.
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its professors to cultivate at the same time the intellect, the prin-
ciples, and the deportment of the student, laboring with equal diligence
to infuse the spirit of the scholar and the spirit of the gentleman"?1
Was not the "cautious and forebearing spirit of...[their] legislation...
not only proof...[of] no disposition to harrass...[the students] with
unreasonable requirements, but a pledge that such regulations as...found
...necessary to make will be enforced"?2 Was a challenged and un-
enforced punishment of expulsion and no explanation, only silence,
indicative of a loss of leadership on the part of the President, the
Faculty, or both? Who occupied the position of leadership—no one? the
students?

One historian states that not one wrongdoer was expelled
throughout the whole of Madison's presidency and attributes this to the
probable fact that the College could not afford to lose the fees of even
one student.3 Were the economic exigencies of the College this great?
In light of the various economic expedients since the Revolution, this
is a plausible explanation. But was silence the wisest course to fol-
low? The statement that Madison expelled not one wrongdoer throughout
the whole of his administration will be proven invalid; but at this
point in his thirty-five year tenure, the evidence would seem to support
its validity. And it would appear that the years and the demands of
Madison's multi~faceted, pluralistic responsibilities were indeed exact-

ing their price and imposing on his leadership role.

1From Professor Nathaniel Beverley Tucker's address to his law
class, WMQ 6, 1st ser.(January 1898):184-185, note 3.

21bid.

3Morpurgo, p. 221.
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At this time, however, another body occupying a position of
leadership at the College and dormant for five long years had decided to
stir. The meeting of the Board of Governors and Visitors which Madison

had indicated to Jefferson he hoped to obtain on or about March 25th

actually was held on that date, the first in five years. In a letter to
Jefferson dated 30 March 1800, Madison related the '"success" of this
meeting:

I mentioned in a former Letter, th%g a meeting of the Visitors
of this College was expected on the 25 Inst. & that I would com-
municate to them Mr. Smith's Proposition; or rather, your Recommen-
dation of that gentleman.—A meeting was obtained, but nothing of
consequence was done. Some preparatorytﬁteps were taken for a full
discussion of Collegiate Business, the 4 of July. 1 have no Doubt
of a meeting on that Date as the new Elections were confined to the
neighborhood, but I fear, the Funds of the College, unless the Gram-
mar School should be once more abolished which I do not expect, will
not permit us to indulge the Hope of a Revival of the Chymical Pro-
fessorship. I wish most sincerely for the Removal of every
obstacle; but it seems easier to move mountains that to eradicate
0ld Prejudices. They seenm, life the stone of Sysiphus, to be
eternally tumbling back upon us.

The members of the Board of Governors and Visitors whose date of elec-
tion is indicated as 1800 and who were probably elected at this July 4th
meeting include the following: John Blair, Williamsburg; Wilson Miles
Cary, Elizabeth City; William Coleman, Williamsburg; John Minson Galt,
Williamsburg; Robert Greenbow, Williamsburg; William Lee, James City;
Thomas Nelson, York; Mann Page, jun., Gloucester; Robert Saunders,
Williamsburg; Littleton W. Tazewell, Norfolk; William Tazewell, Wil-

liamsburg; Champion Travis, James City; Robert [H. or P.?] Waller,

1J[ames] Madison to [Thomas Jefferson], 30 March 1800, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni Files, Archives, College of William and Mary.
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Williamsburg.1 Available evidence does not indicate whether these
elected members constituted the entire make-up of the Board of Governors
and Visitors or whether others previously elected to membership con-

tinued in this capacity.2 It is noted in the available records that

lé Provisional List, pp. 51-55. A note on page 51 states that
"Most of these names are taken from the History of the College published
in 1874 containing a general catalogue. The compiler of that catalogue
used records that are now lost. The names are printed therefore without
complete verification. The records of the Board of Visitors exist today
in sequence only from 1860 to date. Minutes of a few meetings only
before that date are preserved as separate manuscripts; these have been
found among family papers.”

2The Transfer of the Charter in 1729 specifically named eighteen
trustees, specifying that they "“and their successors, to be for ever the
true and undoubted visitors and governors of the said College; and did
give them, or the major part of them, power, from time to time, to make
statutes and ordinances for the good government of the said College: And
did grant unto them perpetual succession, and that they and their suc-
cessors should for ever be eighteen persons, or any other number not
exceeding twenty; and that one discreet and fit persom, out of their
number, should be rector of the said College, to be elected and
appointed as in the said letters patents is expressed; and did appoint
the said James Blair first rector of the said College, to continue in
that office for ome year next after the founding of the said College.
And for perpetuating the succession of the said visitors and governors
Titalics are the author's], did grant that as often as any of the said
visitors and governors of the said College should die, or remove him or
themselves, or their families, out of the said colony, and go into
foreign parts with intent not to return, that them it should be lawful
for the survivors, or the remaining, or the greater part of them, to
choose, nominate, and appoint omne other or more of the principal and
better inhabitants of the said colony of Virginia, into the place or
places of such visitor or governor, or visitors or governors, so dying
or removing" ("The Charter, The Transfer, Acts, 1888, 1906," Bulletin 6
[January 1913]:23-24).

As a member of the Committee of Revisors, Jefferson had incor-
porated into his Bill "for Amending the Constitution of the College of
William and Mary and Substituting Certain Revenues for its Support' a
reduction in the number of Visitors to five, to be elected annually by
the Assembly (Julian P. Boyd, ed., The Papers of Thomas Jefferson
[Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1950], 2:5309); but his bill was
kept out of the legislative program until 1785, when it was introduced,
reintroduced and then quietly dropped. Madison himself, as the probable
anonymous correspondent in the Virginia Gazette, 22 November 1776, has
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during the remaining years of Madison's administration, eight other per-
sons were elected to serve on the Board: in about 1802, James Monroe of
Middlesex; in 1803, James Semple of Williamsburg; in 1804, Nicholas
Faulcon of Surry, John Tyler of Charles City, Samuel Tyler of Charles
City, and William Wirt of Charles City; in 1808, Alexander D. Galt of
Williamsburg, Robert Nelson of Williamsburg, and John B. Seawell of
Gloucester; in 1810, Gawain L. Corbin of York. In the year 1812, three
members were elected to the Board; but their elections probably took
place after Madison's death on March 6th: William Armistead of [——],
William Browne of Williamsburg, and John H. Smith of King and Queen.1

In the summer of 1800, following the May vacation, President
Madison apparently considered leaving the College seriously enough to
communicate his intentions to the students. Evidence of such considera-
tions are revealed in Chapman Johnson's letter of 14 August 1800: "I
wrote to Shelton that the Bishop had expressed an intention of leaving
us. He has, now, resolved to continue here another course, at all
events. It is possible you will see his reverence at the Springs; as he

has some expectation of calling there, on his return from up the Coun-

included among the proposals addressed to '"the Honourable the Assembly
of Virginia" a suggestion that Visitors be appointed by the Assembly,
that all future vacancies be filled by the Assembly, and that the Col-
lege "might be best provided for by appointing not more than 12 visi-
tors, and confining the choice of them to a circle of 40 miles...around
the College. ...Now if visitors are of any use (and, in my opinion they
may be in a very eminent degree) it is only when they live within...a
convenient distance to attend whenever summoned. Any who live at a
greater distance are worse than nothing....Again, a multitude is
generally observed to be an obstruction to business; but where any
matter rests with a few, they are careful to attend, and more likely to
give the necessary dispatch" (Virginia Gazette, 22 November 1776).

lé Provisional List, pp. 51-55.
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try."1 Whether this communication to the students took place before or
after the meeting of the Board of Govefnors and Visitors on July 4th is
not known. One could assume, however, that the communication probably
took place at some time between the meeting of the Board on March 25th
and the meeting presumably held on July 4th and that the presence of a
revitalized Board to share the responsibilities of leadership provided
Madison with the impetus needed to continue in his capacity as President
of the College. This is not the first indication, however, that Madison
had considered leaving the College.

On 12 November 1794, Madison wrote to his second cousin,2 James
Madison, who was at that time a member of Congress at Philadelphia and
who later became President of the United States, 1809-1817:

About two years past, Mr. Jefferson proposed to me a schemé of

establishing a University for this State, in some central position.
Will you give me aid in perfecting the Plan?—Will you, when it is

perfected, become its' Patron & advocate in the [next?] Virga
Legislature?

I have mentioned the above, not only as object of grave Impor-
tance to the Community in general, but also, because my own move-
ments may be affected by the opinion which you may entertain upon
the subject.—I have Though[t] [of?] retirigg to some comfortable
little Town in a healthy Part of the Country.

Madison's response to his cousin's reply did not directly discuss fur-
ther his ideas regarding his '"own movements" which he had indicated
might be affected by his cousin's response, but he did discuss the pro-

posed university and his own ideas concerning a mode of education:

ljohnson to Watson, 14 August 1800, VMH 29(July 1921):272.

2James Madison to Mr. Walsh, 15 July 1831, Manuscripts, James
Madison Papers, Manuscripts Collection, College of William and Mary.

3J[ames] Madison to [James Madison], 12 November 1794, James M.
Owens Collection, Box 4, Folder 6, Manuscripts Collection, College of
William and Mary.
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I confess your anmswer, respecting the proposed University, was
in a great measure anticipated. But as Mr. Jefferson originated the
Idea, or Proposition, & referred me to your aid, I wished to hear
your own Declaration upon the Subject.—Should any fortunate Circum-
stance place either yourself or Mr. J. in the Legislature, this
great Important Object might be, I am persuaded, readily effected.
Otherwise, I am equally persuaded it is likely unattainable—. The
Proposition then must sleep, till one or other of you, shall th1nk
proper to awake it [italics the author's].—As to myself, I was
anxious to see the good work begun, not only on Acct. of its Impor-
tance as it must strike the mind of every one, but in this Age of

" Revolution, I wished to see my Country distinguished for a Revolu-
tion, which might liberate ye human mind from shackles more
shameful, more injurious & more oppressive than any other which
Ignorance or Ambition may have imposed.—I want to see adopted a
Mode of Education, which shall tend to strengthen & not depress the
mental Faculties, which shall habituate the infant mind to think, to
reason at as early a Per[iod] as i&s Powers will permit, &, thus
conduct it gradually to real Science.

Did Madison have the well-being of the College of William and Mary in
mind, or did he have a medium for implementing his own views regarding
education uppermost in his thoughts rather than the College itself? Was
this an early expression of his frustration relative to his inability to
incorporate real science, as he viewed it, more completely into the
curriculum at William and Mary? Did this perhaps represent ; strong
conflict in educational objectives that may have existed between Madison
and the Board of Governors and Visitors? Was this perhaps a major rea-
son that the Board was a nonfunctioning entity which, in 1800, had not
met for five years in spite of apparent efforts on Madison's part to
convene this body charged with leadership responsibilities for the Col-
lege? Apparently President Madison was supportive of the idea of estab-
lishing a state university at some central position in a healthy part of

the state. Did he have in mind moving the College of William and Mary

11bid., 24 December 1794.
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or establishing a new state university in some new location? Do we see

the seeds being nurtured, even sown perhaps, by Madison—the College's
own President, the man occupying a most important position of leadership
for the College—for Jefferson's later successful attempts to establish
a new institution and not his Alma Mater as the institution for pro-
viding an university education for Virginia's youth? Was this the kind
of leadership the College needed? It is evident from his letter that he
was anxious to see the work begun and was persuaded that it was attain-
able if either Madison or Jefferson were elected to the Legislature—and
this was in the year 1794!

Another earlier indication of Madison's interest in leaving Wil-
liam and Mary is seen in a letter dated 30 April 1798, in which David
Meade of Kentucky expressed to Judge Prentis of Williamsburg his plea-
sure in knowing that

...your good Bishop the president of William and Mary purposes to
visit Kentucky [torn] fall with a view of procuring a Farm for His
future residence....the probability of having the Bishop for our
neighbor makes me more anxious about his coming—His Brother Col%
Gabriel Madison lives within little more than two miles of us....
And in January 1800, Madison again mentioned to his cousin the estab-
lishment of a college in the middle of the state as being a worthy
object for the Legislature to consider as well as being a means of

acquiring for Virginia her rightful preeminence;2 and a few months

later, on October 6th and again on December 28th, he communicated to his

1David Meade to Judge Prentis, 30 April 1798, James Madison,
Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

2J[ames] Madison to James Madison, 9 January 1800, James M.
Owens Collection, Box 4, Folder 6, Manuscript Collection, College of
William and Mary.
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cousin his interest in lands in Louisa County on the Green Springs
Tract, especially one recently sold by Chapman Johnson which he would
have bought had he known it was for sale. He had subsequently made a
bid, which was still pending, on a tract belonging to Richard Johnson-
whose price he had determined to be too high.1 Just precisely what
Madison had in mind at the times of these communications, one can only
conjecture perhaps; but it is rather clear that his plans did not in-
clude the College of William and Mary or, if so, not in her present
location in Williamsburg. This surely did not provide for the College
at this time the responsible, involved, and committed leadership it
needed from its President.

By the beginning of the fall lectures, an interesting relation-
ship between Madison and the students had emerged, a relationship
involving the Societies—a prominent aspect of student life at William
and Mary. 1In a letter dated 27 October 1800, Chapman Johnson related
the following: |

The students here are about to institute a Society, upon a model
not infrequently practiced here, but which, I think almost the only
one, that can be of material advantage to the members. It will be
organized on the principles of a legislative assembly, as far as the
rules will be applicable. The Bishop will be President. It is his
desire that the doors shall be open to every body. This I believe
will not go down with the students. A society formed thus, whose
rules will resemble those of our legislature, and at whose head is a
man, who will, by his presence, command the members into order,
respect and awe, will, I flatter myself, be attended with every
advantage possibly desirable from institutions of this kind. He who
wishes to make himself conversant in the proceedings of a legisla-
tive body, or aspires at the seat of a legislator, may more
familiarize himself with their rules and acquire an interesting
qualification for a representative. If any be animated with the
charms of true eloquence, here may he pursue her without danger of

11pid., 9 October 1800 and 28 December 1800.
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falling into the]fatal but too attractive snares of false show and
splendid bombast.

Madison was "much pleased at being requested to take the chair of this
society, [and] took an uncommon interest in its welfare";2 and young
Johnson's characterization of Madison as "a man, who will by his pres-
ence, command the members into order, respect and awe"3 is certainly
that which would be ascribed to a leader. But, unfortunately, the
society was not to realize the predicted, and desired, success in spite
of Madison's interest in its welfare.

Both social and debating societies existed at William and Mary;
and most prominent among the earlier societies were the F.H.C. Society,
a socially exclusive society, and the Phi Beta Kappa Society, essen-
tially a debating society. The F.H.C. Society, which was founded in
1750 and which continued until its collapse during the Revolution, was
begun with serious intent but deteriorated into little more than a
drinking club. Secrecy was not specifically required of its members;
but not one of those elected to membership unravelled for posterity the
meaning of the letters F.H.C., and the best guess would seem to be

Fraternitas, Hilaritas, Cognitoqge.4

The Phi Beta Kappa Society was founded on December 5, 1776 (and

was actually organized during the same week that Madison, a Professor at

1Johnson to Watson, 27 October 1800, VMH 29(July 1921):273-274.

2Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):278.

3Johnson to Watson, 27 October 1800, VMH 29(July 1921):278.

4Jane Carson, James Innes and His Brothers of the F.H.C. (Wil~-
liamsburg: Colonial Williamsburg, 1965), p. /.
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the College, challenged President John Camm at a Faculty meeting, Novem-
ber 29, 1776, by proposing that mentioning the date from the birth of
Christ was sufficient in granting Surveyors' Commissions, thereby imply-
ing that the King's name should be dropped from official documents of
the College; a few months later Madison was elected President). The
Society was the first American intercollegiate Greek letter fraternity
and has come to be regarded as one of William and Mary's most out-
standing contributions to the intellectual life of America. It was
carried to Harvard and Yale in 1779 by Elisha Parmele, and it eventually
spread throughout the North. The Alpha Chapter at William and Mary,
whose principal business was debates among its members, held its last
meeting on January 6, 1781, having functioned just a little more than
five years. It was not revived until 1849, so it was not an active part
of the College life during the period of this study. It was again dis-
continued at the outbreak of the Civil War and was reestablished once
again in 1893.1

In addition to his interest in the societies of the students,
Madison was also an active and contributing member of the American'Phil-
osophical Society, having been elected to membership 22 Januay 1785.
This society was organized in 1766 as "The American Society for Pro-
moting and Propagating Useful Knowledge, held in Philadelphia” with
Benjamin Franklin as its first president; he remained president until
his death in 1790. Thomas Jefferson served as president of the society
from 1797-1800. The society played an important part in the scientific

life of Virginia; and the contributions of the eighteen Virginians

1V:i.tal Facts, p. 9.
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elected to membership between 1768 and 1800, and of others from Virgin~
ia, were varied and many. The society's first volume of publications
appeared in 1771 under the title, "The American Philosophical Trans-
actions." Madison's contributions prior to 1800 include treatises on
"Meteorological Observations," "Waters of Sweet Springs," "Observations
On a Lunar Eclipse," and "Experiments in Magnet:ism."1

It is evident then that Madison's interest in science was not
limited to lectures in the classroom; although, as has been noted, his
lectures were a source of fascination and inspiration for his students
in their pursuit of knowledge in Natural Philosophy.2 Madison's
interest in science also extended to his correspondence; for he fre-
quently included matters of scientific interest in his correspondence
with Jefferson; with his cousin, James Madison; and with others inter-
ested in scientific pursuits. The variety of his interests in science
is evident in these letters as well as in his contributions to the
American Philosophical Society. Added to his letter of 17 January 1800,

to Jefferson was a two page treatise which included comments on Jeffer-

1S:‘.r Austin H. Clark, "Science in the 0l1d Dominion," Founders
Day Address, 1937, Bulletin, Medical College of Virgimia, pp. 23-25.
James Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and
Mary.

2Among the College Archives is a bound volume of notes on

natural philosophy taken from Madison's lectures by H. I. ngton; and on
the front cover is written William & Mary College Dec. 1800. The
lectures are listed on the title page as "The Parts" and includes Prop-
erties of Matter, Mechanicks, Electricity, Pneumatics, Hydrostatics and
Optics; and on the last page is written "Finished 21st day of April
1801." The notes have frequent headnotes, are clearly and neatly writ-
ten with a half inch left margin observed throughout; and the pages are
numbered at the top left margin—an incredibly well-written set of
notes! James Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William
and Mary.
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son's observation upon the Megalensis; the doubtful role of saltpeter in
preserving some bones; the need for the Philosophical Society or perhaps
the United States government to have someone examine a wall in North
Carolina purported to be an extraordinary phenomenon; and his
conclusion, following specific experiments, that the Sweet Springs
waters did not contain any magnesia.1

On 16 December 1800, Madison wrote to another fellow scientist,
Benjamin Rush, a physician, scientist, and teacher in Philadelphia,
regarding the effects of an extraordinary imbibition of poison from the
leg of a young boy bitten by a copperhead snake because he felt it was
"a fact, which in your hands may perhaps be of importance to the medical
world."2 Madison suggested that perhaps the same remedy might be
applied in the case of a bite from a mad dog.3 Twelve days later, in a
letter to his cousin, James Madison, he discussed some scientific exper-

iments and concluded his 1letter by sharing with Madison a recent

invitation received by the College:

1.'J[ames] Madison to [Thomas Jefferson], 17 January 1800, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

2J[ames] Madison to Dr. Benjamin Rush, 16 December 1800, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

3Ibid. Madison related to Rush that during the time he was in
the mountains that fall, reliable witnesses had witnessed the event; and
he himself had seen the boy on the third day. Using what he termed an
Indian practice, the following treatment had been administered. Four
chickens had been plucked around the abdomen and the plucked area
"closely applied” to the "swollen, slightly scorified wound." The first
chicken applied died as instantly as if its head had been cut off; the
second one applied died in about four minutes; the third, in about eight
minutes; and the fourth '"discovered some uneasiness" but did not die.
The boy was relieved, suffering no greater "inconvenience" than a pin
prick would have produced and was perfectly well on the second day.
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I have just received from Rumford a Pamphlet, containing the
Charter, Laws, Object &c of the royal, national Institution of
G. Britain. Its' object is the Improvement of all Kinds of
Machines, & to promote the just application of Philosophical Princi-
ples to useful Purposes. The ablest men are engaged to give Lec-
tures in natural Philosophy &IChemistry.——Our College is invited to
assist in the laudable object.
Whether the College accepted the invitation to assist in the "laudable
object" is not known. Madison's closing comments contain a bit of irony
and indicate it may not have: "You see how they tread in the Steps of
French Genius.—A Kind of Apology is made for the same, & they say they
take it from the Institute, long established at Bologna."2
A historical note is perhaps relevant at this point; for early
in the history of the Colony, the Virginia Assembly had attempted in
various ways to stimulate various forms of industry involving applied
science, but their efforts for the most part were unsuccessful because
of opposition by English merchants. By 1759, however, her scientific
men had begun to look less to England for leadership, preferring to
cooperate among themselves, and had begun to give serious consideration
to the application of science to manufacturing processes. In February
of this year, the "Society for the Promotion of Manufactures" was formed
at Williamsburg and was authorized by the General Assembly to offer
bounties for discoveries and improvements in manufacturing processes;
for example, because large sums of money were drained from the Colonial

treasury for foreign wines and silks, a premium of five hundred pounds

was offered to "any person who should, in any twelve months within eight

1J[ames] Madison to James Madison, 28 December 1800, James M.
Owens Collection, Box 4, Folder 6, Manuscripts Collection, College of
William and Mary.

21pid.
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years, make the best hogshead of wine; and...a second prize of one
hundred pounds for the second best sample."1

The preceding year, Francis Fauquier, who was a devotee of the
sciences and a Fellow of the Royal Society of London, had come to Vir-
ginia as Lieutenant Governor; and in the same year, William Small had
come to William and Mary as Professor of Natural Philosophy and Mathe-
matics. Their close friendship and interest in science was probably
responsible for the grant of four hundred fifty pounds by the House of
Burgesses in 1762 for the purchase of scientific apparatus for the Col-
lege of William and Mary which was made in England by Small and shipped
to the College, a collection reportedly superb enough to have made the
College preeminent in the teaching of science in America.2 Five years

after its arrival at William and Mary, however, a correspondent in the

Virginia Gazette, on 1 August 1771, noted that these fine instruments

were 'being suffered to lie in a room like useless Lumber, [and] cause
fa] great indignation in the Burgesses who freely bestowed them for the
advancement of the students in useful Knowledge."3

Madison, however, from the beginning of his tenure as Professor
of Natural Philosophy, undoubtedly used this superb scientific parapher-
nalia to the advantage of himself and of his students. The Virginia
Gazette for 22 August 1777, noted that on the 15th of August, the day of
the founding of William and Mary (and twenty-one days before Madison's

election to the Presidency of William and Mary), Mr. Madison, after a

1Clark, "Founders Day Address," p. 23.
2Morpurgo, p. 140.

3Virginia Gazette, 1 August 1771.
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prayer, delivered a sermon in which he recommended industry in the
pursuit of science and outlined the advantages of such pursuits. This
was followed by two orations. The first, delivered in Latin, was
concerned with the wutility of sciences; the second, delivered in
English, discussed the question, "What form of government is most
favorable to public virtue and the arts and sciences?"1 And as has been
noted, Madison's interest in science was still very much in evidence in
1800. A historian of the Episcopal Church, William A. R. Goodwin,
states, "He was a fine classical scholar and was well versed in the
humanities also, but his tastes ran strongly to scientific studies."2
As a scientist, Madison's reputation provided for him and for the Col-
lege a position of leadership in Virginia and in the nation as well
(except, perhaps, for the deistic attributions attached to such

interests by some).

Early in 1801 it is noted that Madison's interest in buying land
for the purpose of settling in the country had abated somewhat; but a
less than satisfied spirit and an interest in moving to another college
were still present. Writing again to his cousin, James Madison, on
23 February, he discussed details of some land whose price he found to

be beyond his means, indicating he would not want the cost of the land

1Virgj.nia Gazette, 22 August 1777.

2Rev. Wm. A. R. Goodwin, History of the Theological Seminary in
Virginia (Rochester, N. Y.: The DuBois Press, [1923]), p. 69.
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to exceed two thousand pounds considering other necessary expenses at-
tendant upon forming a settlement.
My great wish was to accommodate not only myself, but my Family.
Mrs. Madison seems to have changed very much in her wishes....Anoth-~
er circumstance has some weight at present. The Presidency of New
York Coll....might be obtained if I would declare my willingness to
accept. The plan is with from 800 to 1000 per An N Y Curn¥—TI have
desired a full account of the QPty required &c.—What may be the
Result, I cannot as yet foretell.
This is the only available evidence concerning Madison's comnsideration
of the Presidency of New York College. In the light of history, it is
known that he did not accept; why and the extent to which he really gave
such a move consideration is not known.
The society which had elected Madison president in the fall of
1800 "existed but a very short time even under his auspices. The Bishop
...was prodigiously wounded when it failed of success."2 One probable
cause for the society's failure could have been the general attitude of
the students at the time toward societies in general: '"The taste for
Societies had raged to a prodigious extent among us throughout the win-
ter and the junior students in particular seem to have delighted in
forming and destroying them."3 Another factor contributing to its de-
mise could have been the commencement of Professor Tucker's law lectures

at which time '"the whole of his class withdrew from the speaking clubs

and since that time have been totally cut off from that species of

1J[ames] Madison to James Madison, 23 February 1800, James M.
Owens Collection, Box 4, Folder 6, Manuscript Collections, College of
William and Mary.

2Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):278.

31bid.
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improvement."1 These lectures began the first of December; and as one
student noted, Professor Tucker had been lecturing constantly since that
time "and means to finish his course by the beginning of April, at which
time he will set out on his circuit as a district c't judge."2

This in itself was probably a normal state of affairs, but the
unreasoning dislike which Judge Tucker and Bishop Madison reputedly>had
for each other and the fact that the "Judge shortly before his departure
gave us [his students] the plan of a law society and advised us to
remain in Williamsburg till July for the purpose of assisting each other
in the prosecution of our studies"3 could indicate that a modicum of
professional rivalry was at work. The society which had elected Madison
president had rules resembling, as noted, those of the legislature and
had as its objectives acquisition of a knowledge of these rules, of the
qualifications for a representative, and of a desired degree of orator-
ical eloquence.4 Professor Tucker's plan for a law society which he
left for the students was one that "although a very judicious one has
not been attempted on account of its requiring a greater knowledge of
the mode of judicial proceedings than we possess. Besides most of the

chaps are taking their leave of the College."5

bid., p. 279.

2Joseph C. Cabell to Dr. William B. Hare, 4 January 1801, WMQ 8,
1st ser.(April 1900):215.

3Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):279.

4Johnson to Watson, 27 October 1800, VMH 29(July 1921):274.

5Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):279.
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The failure of the sociefy to succeed in its purpose was prob-
ably not due to the loss of a leadership relationship between Madison
and the students. Evidence would suggest otherwise. It is probable,
however, that an unproductive leadership posture did exist between the
two professors. It is also probable that an actual loss of leadership
control and direction for the student body as a whole did exist; other-
wise the indiscriminate taste for societies would not have "raged"
throughout the winter, and the juniors would not have had an opportunity
to "delight" in forming and destroying them. Professor Tucker was not
fulfilling his leadership responsibilities; otherwise the law society
plan advanced as a challenge would have been within the students' scope
of background and competence. Tucker did, however, excite and challenge
the students in the classroom. He lectured them on the law three hours
every day except Sunday, and he helped them "to see that it requires
much time, reflection, reading and experience to become well acquainted
with the law, and that a really great lawyer must combine in himself
some of the handsomest Talents of the Human mind."! In this respect he
most assuredly did fill a leadership role at the College.

The number of students at the College this year was essentially

2 The

the same as the preceding year, "about sixty. Wm. & Mary prospers.”
attitudes and habits prevalent among the students were viewed by one
student as being 'uncommonly favourable to the views of ome who is

anxious to profit greatly by a residence at the College....particularly

1Cabell to Hare, 4 January 1801, WMQ 8, 1st ser.(April
1900):215.

Zyatson to Watson, 17 January 1801, VMH 29(April 1921):159.
Goodwin determines the number of students in 1800-1801 to be forty-five.
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the practice of Balling, visiting and lounging in one another's rooms,
...carried to an excess when I was here formerly."1 This same student
had a somewhat different view of his own behaviour, having returned to
the College with a plan of study and a fixed determination to shun the
scenes of pleasure and dissipation as long as he remained in Williams-
burg. He had, however, missed scarcely a single ball or party and had
confined his attention almost entirely to writers on the law; the other
writers he had planned to read were still packed in his trunk. He con-
soled himself, however, with the observation that "although my own
expectations here ha?e not been answered yet I have the degraded satis-
faction to find...others...have done but little with all the assistance
of genius and application";2 he did not regret the manner in which he
had spent his time.

Social life at the College was still very much associated with
that of the community. Several of the students were invited to Christ-
mas dinner at Col? Skipwith's; a number of them frequently visited
Mrs. Tazewell whose son, thought to have been lost during his trip to
Europe, had returned home safely.3 A number of parties and balls were
held during the winter, but "the old city has been remarkably dull...,
principally...[on] account of the great Dearth of Beauty in the female

sex [torn] visits and fire-side-conversations have succeeded in a great

1Cabell to Hare, 4 January 1801, WMQ 8, 1st ser. (April
1900):215.

2Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):277.

3Cabell to Hare, &4 January 1801, WMQ 8, 1st ser.(April
1900):215.
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measure to dancing [sic] and dining parties."1 One student observed "We
have had no weddings in Wms.Burg lately: but a multiplicity of deaths.
The last fall proved very fatal to the old people of this place. The
cause...must have been the sudden and violent changes of the weather."2

Another student perceived that the love of science was lacking
in a great number of the young men, and habits of indolence and some
degree of dissipation were too prevalent.3 He also cited a disciplinary
problem which threatened to prove very prejudicial to the reputation of
the College. About the middle of February, some students had decided to
amuse themselves after an '"orster" supper by '"putting the town to

rights."4

This they did by pulling down the palings of the yards and
gardens of a number of residences, doing a great deal of damage. The
Society examined only a part of the Students (those who lived in the
College), and those examined exhibited a '"weak and hesitating behav-

iour." The resolution was suspension for the remainder of the course;

but commencement of the suspension was delayed several days, giving the

1Joseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):279.

2Watson to Watson, 17 January 1801, VMH 29(April 1921):159.

3Watson to Watson, 2 March 1801, VMH 29(April 1921):164.

4The Virginia Historical Magazine notes that "College students,
may, for a time, feed on such heady diet as Rousseau, Paine and Godwin,
they may head their letters 'A. R.', and call each other "Citizen"; but
for all that they are naturally a most conservative race. 'Putting the
town to rights'--words and act come down to modern times. There must
still be old citizens in Williamsburg who recall (as some 'old boys' do)
waking up one Sunday morning and finding the Duke of Gloucester Street,
at Bruton Church, blocked with, apparently, all the outhouses, car-
riages, wagons and carts in town, and these decorated with signs from
the offices of the legal and medical practitioners of the time"
(Note 30, VMH 29[April 1921]:164).
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guilty parties time to confess. The sentence was repealed; and in its
stead a penalty of censure was imposed upon six of them.1 It is doubt-
ful that repeated vacillation in decision making among those responsible
for the exercise of wise leadership is the best course to follow. The
Society seems to act and then think rather than the reverse. Perhaps
experience had shown that overacting was necessary in order to achieve
the desired results.

Among the courses at the College, the Political Course and Law
are specifically identified and discussed. One student noted that the

"Bishop's" political course had included Smith's Wealth of Nationms;

Rousseau, whose work was open to important objections—but one dared not
accuse him of error; Locke, whose work on the principles of government
was excellent but cruelly distorted when applied to the English Consti-
tution and so repetitious as to almost exhaust the patience of the
reader; and Paine's Rights of Man was perhaps a little loose in style at
times—but his pursuit of truth was by such a direct line, and his man-
ner of expression so forcibly impressive that one read him with "exalted
admiration and delight."2 He felt that few if any sciences were more
obstruse and intricate than that of political economy and strongly felt
the need for a background in geography and in history.3 Another stu-
dent, commenting on law, noted a changed view at the College toward the

study of law:

1Watson to Watson, 2 March 1801, VMH 29(April 1921):164.

21bid., pp. 159-160.

3Ibid., 1 April 1801, p. 166.
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You may remember that a notion formerly prevailed here that a stu-
dent of Law should make the study of his profession subservient to
that of politics. This opinion however seems not to prevail here
this course, but has yielded to one perhaps much more rational. The
general opinion at this time appears to be that students of Law
should devote their time partly to legal acquirements, partly to the
pursuit of . general Science, and but partially to the Science of
government.

Religion, science, politics, and even Godwin seemed to be out of
fashion at this time; but party spirit was still quite high. The pre-
valence of a system of electioneering intrigue greatly concerned one
student who classified it as being "nothing less than direct bribery....
’ [which] renders it difficult for the most eminent talents to rise into

w2

notice unless they will first descend into the lowest intrigues. He

felt it was time for Virginians to discard the "disgraceful remains of
aristocratic venality [for what credit can one attach to an election]
purchased at the expense of ones candor as a citizen and dignity as a
man."3 In observing the books and opinions currently in vogue, he noted
rather candidly:

It is really remarkable that the taste of the students here in favor
of particular books and opinions varies as often as the fashions in
the polite world. The Christian Religion is not as formerly a sub-
ject of general discussion, the science of metaphysicks no longer
engages the affections of the young men, political investigation has
become less fashionable, and Godwins Political Justice is read only
to two or three of the students. The College however is still
famous for Republicanism. You cannot imagine with wkat Paroxysms of
Joy we received the news of Mr. Jeffersons election.

ljoseph Cabell to David Watson, 6 April 1801, VMH 29(July
1921):278.

21bid., 20 February 1801, p. 275.

31bid.

“Ibid., 6 April 1801, p. 278.
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Another student went into greater detail about the degree of joy
with which Jefferson's election was received at the College, describing
it as bordering almost on madness. He noted that immediately after
receipt of the news nearly sixty students assembled and marched in a
body down the street, shouting and whirling their hats, et cetera. Their
enthusiasm spreaa through the whole town, being hailed with "hurra,
hurra for Jefferson [by both] man [and] woman. As we passed down the
street opposite Judge Tuckers, the old fellow came out, overjoyed at the
news as much as any of us, and insisted on our going in and taking a

glass of wine with him."1

They decided on an oration to be delivered on
March 4th by Joseph Watson; but he became ill and did not recover in
time to prepare his speech, and apparently no one was appointed in his
place. A splendid ball was given, however, in the Apollo Room at the
Raleigh in celebration of the election. After all of this he concluded
with a somewhat ironic statement: "This circumstance has occasioned a
very astonishing and unnecessary interruption of business here."2

Indeed it had, for even before the news of Jefferson's election
was received each evening's mail was awaited with the hope that it would
"bring us something decisive. We expected it the last; but were doubly

disappointed....anxiety and solicitude"3

marked every countenance wrote
Chapman Johnson on February 20th; and out of this disappointment came a

joke played on none other than Professor Andrews. As the stage passed

lyatson to Watson, 2 March 1801, VMH 29(April 1921):161-162.
21pid., p. 163.

3Johnson to Watson, 20 February 1801, VMH 29(July 1921):275.
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through the town, someone had proclaimed that Jefferson was elected.
Johnson, hearing this pleasing sound, had joined in the exultation by
hurrying to the post office for some authentic confirmation. There was
none; the Northern mail had not arrived. En route to the College he
passed Andrew's house, stopped, and asked his servant to inform him of
Jefferson's election. Andrews, a Federalist, was deceived and much dis-
appointed; and when he discovered the deception, he was "exceedingly
hurt. If you are acquainted with Mr. Andrews' political prejudices you
will enjoy the joke. He is the greatest aristocrat I ever saw."1
Science was not entirely out of fashion at William and Mary; at
least one student was very much interested in the study of science. On
"April 1St, Anno 25" Joseph Watson wrote his brother that he had been
engaged.in the construction of an "Air-balloon" for several evenings.2
Five weeks later he wrote that the "Spirit for Balloons," which at first
concerned only two of them, had become a rage among the students. He
proceeded to describe three attempts to raise a balloon; only the third
attempt was successful. Their first éttempt to raise one, a balloon six
feet in diameter, took place on the Court House green "in the presence
of a pretty numerous concourse." The students had set fire to '"our
spirits turpentine," and the balloon rose but caught in an eddy of wind,
was drawn against the eves of the Court House, tilted, and caught fire,
mortifying the two young philosophers. On the second attempt, two or
three other students joined them in constructing a balloon eight feet in

diameter. This one, raised in the same place, failed "from our own

l1hid., pp. 275-276.

Zyatson to Watson, 1 April 1801, VMH 29(April 1921):166.



83

imprudence." Their credibility and that of the College, they thought,
was now at stake; and "one must be raised!" The enterprising young men
formed a Balloon Company after enlisting some "warmly interested" stu-
dents in their enterprise. They constructed another '"very beautiful
one, of [—]teen feet diameter, and ornamented it with sixteen blue
stars."1 Watson's description of the event is so vivid that the reader
is there himself:
We again paraded on the Green. The evening was pleasant, and a
numerous concourse was assembled. And indifferent spectators would
have laughed at the trembling caution with which we now proceeded.
This time we made use of spirits of Wine which gives a greater heat
with less flame when sufficiently heated and expanded we let it
loose. It rose gently into the air, and a general shout rose with
it. I never saw so great and so universal delight as it gave to the
spectators. And every one acknowledged that he had never seen a
more beautiful spectacle when it had flown to a considerable dis-
tance, it bore a very striking resemblance to a moon in partial
eclipse.
It is noted that this seems to have been the first time a balloon had
been seen in Williamsburg, though a great interest in balloons had
existed since the discoveries and the ascensions of the Montgolfier
brothers in 1783.3 President Madison no doubt was very much interested

in the activities of these young scientists, and he was undoubtedly very

proud of them. It was good, too, that this young student had the oppor-

tunity to experience this success, for he died just four years later.
Leadership is wvery much in evidence here both on the part of President .

Madison, their professor, and on the part of the students as well.

11bid., 7 May 1801, pp. 167-168.

21bid., pp. 168-169.

3Ib:i.d., p. 167, note 32.
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President Madison's interest in the study of science continued
also. Evidence of Madison's scientific pursuits at this time is indi-
cated in two letters; one of these, addressed to St. George Tucker, also
reveals that his personality had a humorous side:

May the Devil be exorcised, curs'd & wholly expelled whether he
be in your Back, Hips, shoulders, arms, Knees, Eyes—or in any other
Part of your Body.

Mazzei this morning set out from this, in order to dine with
Mr. Epps—but after taking xi Cuckolds Rounds, instead of getting to
ye Forest, he is just arrived. to the great Diversion of the
Batchelors. I don't know any Incident that has afforded more
Laughter.—It affords me also an oppf of begging you to get from
Ryland Randolph's a Box of Minerals which he has there. They came
from a Philosopher in Florence. As_.I am just beginning a study of
mineralogy [torn] that, if you sh have an opp to convey them
down—you will oblige me much. Do thigk of it.—1 shall take care
of y .Letter. Mrs. Tucker mentioned y affair, and I am really too
much attached to her, to have forgot it. Mention to Leigh yr
Brandy, and call him a lazy Fellow.—The Town affords nothing new
that I know of—We have no doubtful genders amongst us, I hope, but
if there by any we are all most sincerely yrs Best compts to yr
Lady and Miss B.—

Many evidences of Tucker's sense of humor are available to us,2 but few,

if any other, of Madison's.

1J[ames] Madison to [Judge St. George Tucker?], 10 January
[1801], James Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William
and Mary.

2"The Colonel [Judge Tucker's father] also thought St. George's
antic sense of humor a liability and warned against 'that wit and absur-
dity which had always so delighted his familiar friends.' (The admoni-
tion seems to have been in vain, for there remained, even in the late
years of Tucker's life as a dignified member of Virginia's high court,
the charming quality of a boy who refused to grow up.)" Burke Davis, A
Williamsburg Galaxy. (Williamsburg: Colonial Williamsburg, 1968),
P- 220. '"Have you made any more attacks on the Bishop either in the
political or Scientific Line? Ah Tucker, you have as much mischief as
I, though with a better face you can do it, because, while I rely on
Parent nature, you bring to her aid the mighty Phalanx of the schools."
Judge John Tyler [to Judge St. George Tucker], 10 July 1795, WMQ 2, 1st
ser.(January 1894):202.
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The second letter was written to his friend in Philadelphié,
Benjamin Rush, for whom he had been trying to secure a serpent stone,

petro de cobra, which had been found in Virginia. Their profit and the

accompanying avarice had thus far prevented Madison from securing one;
and consequently, he could not accurately describe it. However, the
stone's efficacy in preventing hydrophobia had been ascertained; and
Madison himself had witnessed the stone's striking power of imbibition.
Madison also enclosed the slough of "one of our largest black snakes
found at full length, turned inside out, and was very beautiful....You
will observe in this operation of nature, that even the corner of the
eye is thrown off. Perhaps it may be thought not unworthy of a small

. 1
corner in your museum...."

Madison's continued interest in science,
the scope of his interests, and his cﬁntributions to the discipline of
science undoubtedly added to the prestige of the College and to his
leadership posture as well.

Although the students indicated that Godwin was out of fashion
this year, being read to only two or three students, President Madison
indicated that the subject of Godwin at William and Mary was a very pop-
ular topic outside the College walls. The course he decided to follow
in regard to this is indicated in a letter to his cousin, James Madison,
as the fall term was about to begin:

I observed in the different Papers, such harping upon the Intro-
duction of Godwin in Wm & Mary, that I determined to check, if
possible the Current of Malevolence; especially as your Inquiry
evinced, that the Supposition of such an Introduction was one of the

Engines which was occasionally played off against Virginia. For
this Purpose I have sent to the National Intelligencer a fictitious

1J[ames] Madison to {Dr. Benjamin Rush], 15 December 1801, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.
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letter, stating however Facts with a few Observations. Nothing so
strongly marks the Virulence & the Meanness of the disappointed
Party, as their little Tricks to excite popular Odium. They carry
with them the strongest Evidence, either of the most pitiful Hypoc-
risy, or the mOft bigotted Ignorance. But I believe the first is
really the Case.
President Madison is probably the "gentleman from Williamsburg" or, at
times, the "Citizen from Williamsburg" encountered in other published
newspaper correspondence. In this instance he is certainly taking the
initiative and assuming the necessary leadership role to protect the
College and himself against public censure. St. George Tucker was
another "Citizen of Williamsburg"; and Jedediah Morse was the target of
his wrath when, at an earlier date, he had expressed his views and
feelings in a somewhat less gentle manner than did President Madison.2
One of the most important indications of some exercise of ini-
tiative and leadership on the part of the President and the Society in a
historical sense was their decision to remove the marble Statue of Lord
Botetourt, the beloved Colonial Governor of Virginia who had served as
Rector of the William and Mary Board of Visitors and who had established
a fund for the purchase of two gold medals to be awarded annually by the
College for excellence in classical learning and in natural philosophy,
from the Capital to the College. They had purchased it in 1797 but had
procrastinated iﬁ moving it. Finally, in 1801, they partially repaired

it—its nose had been smashed, and its head and right arm had been

broken off at some time after the Revolution—and then placed it in the

1J[ames] Madison to James Madison, Secretary of State, 24 Octo-
ber 1801, James Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of
William and Mary. .

2Judge John Tyler to [Judge St. George Tucker], 10 July 1795,
WMQ 2, 1st ser.(January 1894):200.
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center of the College walk in front of the Wren Building where it re-
mained, except for a brief period during the Civil War, until 1958 when
it was placed in storage. Some time after 1900 the freshmen began the
practice of tipping their hats before the statue, and in 1919 the newly-
admitted girls decided to curtsy to Lord Botetourt. Today he has found
a permanent home in the Botetourt Gallery in Swem Libraty.l Its removal
to the College grounds and its preservation is of historical import
today. Knowledge of its removal from the Capitol to the College is
available to us through a letter of Henry St. George Tucker, written to
his father at the time of its removal:
Among the improvements which our little town can boast, is the
removal of Lord Botetourt statue to College. It was purchased by
the president and professors for $100 and is placed in the center of
the College walk, facing the town. His head has been very dexter-
ously stuck on with an iron plug by the bishop and Mr. Moody in
conjunction. His nose which was broken almost flat to his face as
if it had been cut off in the Indies, has been scientifically re-
newed by Mr. Madison and the parts of the pedestal which were
dispersed, have been carefully collected together, and it now cuts a
very handsome figure indeed. It has already become in some measure
a rendezvous to the curious, and should the statuaries improve in
the art of mending arms ang legs and noses, it will be very worthy
of a visit when you return.
If young Henry Tucker had to tell his father, the Professor of Law, of
the Society's action, President Madison's leadership and not that of the
Professors, at least not all of them, was at work here.
As the year drew to its close, President Madison wrote to his

friend, Thomas Jefferson, now President of the United States, congratu-

lating him on his message to Congress, and expressing the hope that

1"Statue of Lord Botetourt, Governor of the Colony of Virginia,
1768-1770." (Williamsburg: Earl Gregg Swem Library, College of William
and Mary, 7 November 1977).

2Henry St. George Tucker to St. George Tucker, 8 August 1801,
WMQ 10, -2nd ser.(April 1930):164.
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Congress would second his views; for, if so, "then, we shall have, at
last, one Example of a Govt. which will be faithful to the Purposes of

its Institution."1

In this same letter is evidence of the gentle and
thoughtful manner with which Madison repeatedly aided parents in the
education of their sons; there is also evidence that Jefferson, at this
time, recommended William and Mary to parents for the education of their
sons, in this instance the son of a Dr. Logan. Madison wrote that
...tho I cannot take him into my Family, at present, yet I will,
with great satisfaction, make a Point of having him established in a
manner which cannot fail of being agreeable. I will also superin-
tend his education with Zeal; & I trust, with that success which
will neither disappoint the solicitude of a Parent, nor be unworthy
of your Recommendation. Nothing shall be wanting on my Part; & if
the young gentleman should discover talents for Improvement & the
requisite Disposition, I am assured his Friends wil} have no Reason
to regret his having become a student of this Place.
As can be seen, the responsibility for successfully pursuing an educa-
tion in Madison's view is placed where it should be, on the College and
on the student. Such a philosophy indicates a wise leadership posture
on the part of the President; but, at the same time, one not always
accepted by the student and the parent.
And so the year ends. No available evidence indicates that
Mr. Bellini was at the College nor that there was instruction at the
College in the Romance Languages. Nor is there evidence, other than
student enrollment, of the financial health of the College. Whether the
Board met or not is not known; on the basis of evidence it would appear

that no elections to the Board were made. The leadership that was exer-

cised was primarily that of President Madison, and he apparently was

1J[ames] Madison to [Thomas Jefferson], 16 December 1801, James
Madison, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

21bid.
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interested in another college and in moving his family elsewhere. No
one responsible for the welfare of the College, apparently, had her wel-

fare uppermost in mind.

In the year 1802, the Board of Governors and Visitors was an
active participant in the affairs of the College, thereby fulfilling or
at least giving the appearance of fulfilling the leadership role with
which it was charged by the Charter. This active interest of the Board
was in response to the attitudes, the interests, and particularly the
behaviour of some of the students. The number of students enrolled had
increased, the student body numbering seventy-one;1 and among those
entering William and Mary for the first time was John Tyler;2 a young
man destined to become President of the United States. Surviving let-
ters of several students provide clues regarding the habits, interests,
and attitudes prevalent among members of the student body. Dissipation
among the students was "intolerable, and...never could be reconciled to
one raised in the mountains"3 observed one student who had just come to
William and Mary on December 14th from Washington College in Lexington.
Politics, he observed, had "entirely subsided. We are, however, all
republicans, and consequently read the President's message with ecstacy

and applause."4

1Goodwin, Historical Notes.
2

VMH 11(April 1904):412; A Provisional List, p. 41.

3Thomas L. Preston to Andrew Reid, Jr., 7 January 1802. WMQ 8,
1st ser.(April 1900):216.

41bia.
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The party spirit had subsided; for Jefferson was in office.
Affairs of state, however, continued to be of much interest to many of
the young men at the College. On the subject of slavery one wrote, "The
subject almost deprives me of moderation. Is it not miserable,...shame-
ful...unworthy the character of Virginians, as of men, thus to live the
unsafe trembling tyrants of an unhappy people?"1 He observed that Mum-
ford's2 Chancery bill had been lost and even his little acquaintance
with the organization of the Chancery system was sufficient to indicate
that some change was necessary; he could not understand the excellence
of a system which denies to a man in one court that justice which he may
rightfully demand in another. He also expressed displeasure with the
Senate for their negative vote on the Convention bill.

Wherefore this vain fear of Conventions?....Whilst the flame of
republicanism burns...amongst us, there is no danger, but the
elected convention will be guided by the light. But we are partic-
ularly happy; Wherefore reform? The Constitution, the basis of our
political happiness is undoubtedly defective....The proudest edi-
fice, if its foundation be decayed, may command the applause and
admiration of the distant observer, but can only impress, with
regret and alarm, the more accurate observer of its defects. I am
so forcibly [impressed?], with the propriety of calling a convention
that I have thought the House of Delegates3 would do well to recom-
mend it to the comsideration of the people.

This same young man was very much occupied with the study of

law, so much so that there was no time for philosophy, belle lettres, or

1Johnson to Watson, 24 January 1802, VMH 29(July 1921):280.

2Wi.lliam Mumford, in 1802, sent a circular letter to his con-~
stituents urging the extension of the franchise to all white freemen.
WMQ 8, 2nd ser.(January 1928):25.

3Johnson to Watson, 24 January 1802, VMH 29(July 1921):281-282.
A constitutional convention was not held in Virginia until 1829-30
despite frequent agitation for convening one.



91

history, nor was there any time for him to pursue his own inclination.1
This was not true apparently for all of the students two of whom found
time to disagree to the extent of fighting a duel, a Mr. Lee of Norfolk
and a Mr. Yates of Fredericksburg; a duel in which, apparently, Yates .
was wounded.2 The duel, the action of the Society—expulsion, and the
reactions of the other students to the sentence of expulsion received
wide publicity. The duel apparently took place in February; for a stu-
dent, writing on 22 February 1802, wrote that he was "disgusted with the
irregularity of the students. The college, because of the expulsion of '
two young men the other day, is in complete confusion....They were
expelled on a vague report of having fought a duel."3

The students apparently disagreed with the sentence of expul-
sion; and finding their remonstrances in vain, some proceeded to damage

the property of the College and that of some of the inhabitants of Wil-

liamsburg. Letters of students, of : ‘udy from Williamsburg, and of

1Another young man kept an excellent Latin notebook, which has
survived, Alfred Hennen of Newport, Rhode Island. Individual Manu-
scripts, Archives, Colonial Williamsburg.

2Henry S. G. Tucker writing to Joseph C. Cabell, 28 March 1802,
states that Lee and Yates fought a duel. Manuscripts Department, Box 2,
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia.
John Orfeus Yates, nephew of Charles Yates, came to Virginia in 1792. He
was a member of the Law class at William and Mary in 1801 or 2, where he
fought a duel. He later inherited all his uncle's property upon which
he resided until his death. VMH 7(July 1899):91. A Richard H. Lee and
a John Yates are listed in A Provisional List on pages 25 and 45
respectively. Five northern newspapers, give basically the same ac-
count: Connecticut Courant, Hartford, 12 April 1802; Boston Gazette,
15 April 1802; Columbian Centinel, Boston, 10 April 1802; Philadelphia
Aurora, 8 April 1802; New York Evening Post, 3 April 1802.

3Thomas L. Preston to Andrew Reid, Jr., 22 February 1802, WMQ 8,
1st ser.(April 1900):216.
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President Madison survive to tell the tale along with several newspaper
articles. The student's letter of the 22nd of February indicated he had
given his approbation to some remonstrances by the students against the
sentence of expulsion, had expressed his dislike of the procedure of the
Professors in the society of the students, but had opposed and did not
participate in the injuries to the college or to anyone's property. He
further noted that "no business is done and a number of students have
withdrawn their names."1

Writing to a friend on the 23rd of February, a lady of Williams-
burg noted that the conduct of some of the students surpassed anything
she had ever heard of, that she agreed her friend's "sweet son" should
quit college for a time at least, and the son would give her a more
accurate account of ''their wicked and sacrilegious proceedings" when he
arrived home; '"the visitors I am told meet to day, what may be the
result of their deliberations I know not—but something I trust that may
in future secure the College from the odium the late unprecedented be-
haviour of the students have cast upon it——"2

The Visitors did meet, perhaps several times. An extract dated
4 March 1802, provides evidence of at least one meeting:

11*2 Statute Be it ordained that

Any student deemed inattentive to his duties shall be in the
first instance privately admonished by a Professor, should this not
produce the desired amendment such student shall be reported to the

President, who shall thereupon call the young-man before him & after
due reprehension inform him that his Father or Guardian will be

'Ibid.

2C[harlotte] Balfour at Elmwood to [Eliza Whiting], 23 February
1802. Blair, Banister, Braxton, Horner, Whiting Papers, Folder 2, Manu-
scripts Collection, College of William and Mary.
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written to unless there be in the course of two weeks, a satisfac-
tory improvement in his habits. Should Parental advice prove as
ineffectual as academic censures the incorrigible youth will at the
expiration of a month be sent home as idlers can by no means be
permitted to remain at this College.

To remove all doubts as to what constitutes idleness, every student
is required to be well prepared on all the Lectures which he
attends, or he must satisfy that he devotes to his studies at least

six hours out of every Twenty four, independently of the time spent
in the Lecture-Rooms.

A Statute to amend & explain the Sgﬂfute for the wholesom?
government of the College-——passed the 4 day of March 1802—

And on the other side of this extract is written and crossed through a

13th Statute; also noted is the following addition which was apparently

passed:

Additional clause to the Sth Statute.

And should the perpetrators of any mischief, in order to avoid de-
tection, deny their guilt, then it shall be the duty of the Society
forthwith to suspend every Student who might have been concerned.
But the said sentence of Suspension shall not take effect as to
those who are willing to give any information which they may possess
touching the affair in question.

A second extract, also passed the 4th day of March 1802, is
entitled "A Statute to Amend and explain the Statute for the wholesome v
government of the College"; and the portions which have not been marked

through read as follows:

Be it further ordained that thetétatute for the wholesome gov-
ernment of the College passed the 4 day of March 1802 shall be so
construed as to authorise the Society of President & Masters or Pro-
fessors to compel a Student to give Evidence on his honor against
any Student accused of an offense against the Said Statute, and to
make a solemn declaration of his own innocence.

1William and Mary College Papers, Folder 49, Board of Visitors,
1716-1800, Archives, College of William and Mary.

21bid.
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And Let the punishment of suspension or expulsion be afflicted
on the Student who refuses to give evidence on his honor when called
on by the Society, and on thf Student who refuses to sign a solemn
declaration of his innocence.

The nature and numbering of the statutes considered and/or passed by the
Board do not correspond to the 1792 Statutes; apparently a revised or
new set of Statutes were in effect at this time. Perhaps such revisions
were made at some time after the convening of the Board and the appoint-
ment of thirteen new members in 1800 following the five-year period of
inactivity.

The meeting(s) of the Board of Governors and Visitors were also
noted in the correspondence of another student who wrote on the 28th of
March that "The visitation have been three days in session, consulting
on the best means of preserving order: but their resolutions do not
appear to me well calculated to produce that affect."2 This could have
been the previously mentioned meeting(s) or perhaps subsequent meetings
since he seemed to have knowledge of the resolutions arrived at by the
Visitors. Of particular interest is his evaluation of the situation:

...the notions of the young men are so entirely changed, that I
believe nothing can restore good morals and req}itude of conduct, as
long as one of the present race, remain here. I feel grateful to
the College for the many benefits it has conferred on me but I

should not do my duty as a man, if I were to counsel any person to
send their children here; at least as long as the idea [p]revails,

bid.

2Henry S. G. Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, 28 March 1802, Manu-
scripts Department, Box 2, Alderman Library, University of Virginia.

3Ibi.d. His reference here is not certain—a student, a faculty
member, a citizen of Williamsburg? His subsequent comments would seem
to make it implausible that a student was the object of his reference.
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that dissipation and disorderly conduct are the first requisites to
the acquisition of reputation for talents!"

Young Tucker's account noted that he was out of town at the time the
incident occurred and that he had not been able to determine with cer-
tainty "who were the members of the nefarious party. [But he did note

that] Disposed as all men are to exaggeration, I do not remember...the

2

account exaggerated in any one instance...."” He proceeded to give the

following account:

Since I wrote you last, the College has been a complete scene of
confusion. It has received a blow, from which I fear it will never
recover. Lee and Yates fought a duel. They were called before the
Society and expelled. The Students at first remonstrated. Finding
their remonstrances in vain, some few,...broke the windows of every
professor (Mr. Andrews excepted) together with those of the church
and Chapel, tore up, in a great measure, the bibles & prayer books,
and finally broke open Bouchans shop door3 and committed every act
of impropriety which they could think of."

Young Tucker's account coincides in several respects, except for
rather evident elements of exaggeration, with the account so widely pub-
licized in the press. On the 3rd of April an article appeared in the

New York Evening Post and was later published without title in the Con-

necticut Courant, Hartford, 12 April 1802, and in the Boston Gazette,

15 April 1802; in the Philadelphia Aurora, 8 April 1802, with editorial

comment; and in the Columbian Centinel, Boston, 10 April 1802, under the

title "Experiments in natural and political philosophy, in the Virginia
University." Included among the statements made in the article which

appeared in the New York, Hartford, and Boston papers are the following:

11bid.

21hid.

31bid.
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...the College of William and Mary, at Williamsburg, is completely
broken up, and the system of Education there, for the present at
least, entirely discontinued....For this gross violation of the
rules of the College, they were both expelled, which so enraged all
the rest of the Collegians, that they assembled, went to the church,
broke and destroyed all the windows, cut down the pulpit, tore out
all the leaves of the bible and gave them to the wind—from thence
they proceeded to the house of Judge Tucker, (whose opinions have of
late been so often quoted in Congress) professor of law in the Uni-
versity, broke all his windows, pelted his house, abused him, and
then each repaired to his own home. The judge it is said has
resigned his office of Professor; in consequence of the outrage, and
thus dies one of the oldest and wealthiest seminaries of learning in
the United States of America. These may be considered some of the
blessed effects of the modern, or Jeffersonian system of religion;
for party-politics, instead of science, appear long since to have
been the primary objects of instruction in that University—and from
that soul soprce have flowed many of the heretical doctrines of the
present day.

The Philadelphia Aurora's account differs in two respects. First, it

states that "...then they set out for Judge Tucker, the President—who
had resigned in disgust"; and second, the account concludes with the
editorial comment that this account "is absolutely untrue; and is simply
presented to show to what extent an Anti-Republican newspaper will go to
slander the southern states and the Republican party."2 This editorial
comment no doubt assuaged the wounds which the College and all who loved

her had received from the verbiage of the other editors to the north.

1The Connecticut Courant [Hartford], 1802, Mon., April 12, 2:4;
Boston Gazette, Thursday, April 15th, 1802, XII, 13, 1:2; Columbian
Centinel [Boston, Mass.], Sat., April 10, 1802, 2:1. William and Mary
College Papers, Folder 14, Chronological Papers, 1801-1820, Archives,
College of William and Mary.

2Philadelphia Aurora, April 8, 1802, p. 203. Account of this
article is given in a letter dated November 20, 1938, from Ferdinand C.
Latrobe of Baltimore, Maryland, to Harold R. Shurtleff, Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, Inc., Williamsburg, Virginia. William and Mary College
Papers, Folder 14, Chronological Papers, Archives, College of William
and Mary.
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Faced with such adverse national publicity, the leadership of
the College assumed a defensive posture; and on 5 May 1802, there ap-
peared in the Virginia Argus a letter addressed to the Editor of the

New-York Evening Post from "An Inhabitant of Williamsburg" which pre-

sented a rather complete and appropriate rebuttal to the article which
had appeared initially in the New York paper. The author of this rebut-
tal was in all probability none other than the College's President,
James Madison:

Sir,

In your paper of the 3d of this month you published two short
paragraphs respecting the College of William and Mary. But short as
they were the[y] contained the following errors:—

1. Instead of the College being completely brokemn up, it is
proceeding with its usual regularity in every department; nor have
the lectures been suspended for a single day.

2. Instead of all the students being concerned in the riot,
which took place in consequence of the expulsion of those whom you
have mentioned, not more than 5 or 6 out of 72, were concerned. A
great proportion of the students, if not every student, except those
who were actually engaged in the riot, viewed the tramsaction with
abhorence. Let it not be understood, that it is here intended to
make the slightest apology for the misconduct which succeeded the
sentence of expulsion; on the contrary, it merited, and it received
the severest reprehension.

3. Instead of all the windows of the church being destroyed,
and the pulpit cut down; the pulpit was not touched, and the glass
of two or three windows only broken.

4. Instead of breaking all the windows of Judge Tucker's house,
of pelting it, of abusing him, his house was not pelted, he was not
abused in the slightest degree, and only two or three panes of glass
broken.

5. Instead of Judge Tucker's resignation of his professorship;
he is still professor, and one of the ornaments of the college.

6. Instead of the death of the college, the visitors of it have
lately passed a statute, to be seen in many of the papers of Virgin-
ia, which will, no doubt, have the salutary effect of giving to the
college, additional life and vigor.

7. Instead of attributing any disorders, which may have taken
place, to the Jeffersonian system of religion, the college knows not
what that system is. The College of William and Mary however,
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boasts of Mr. Jefferson, as one of her brightest ornaments; and will
continue to boast,so long as virtue, & science, and pur[e] republi-
canism, & the best interests of America, shall be cherished within
her walls.

8. Instead of party politics being the primary object of in-
struction in this college; not an instance, it is believed, since
the establishment of the Federal government, can be produced, in
which any one professor has every [sic] attempted to influence the
mind of a student, in the smallest degree, with respect to party-
politics—No, sir, the politics which are here studied are those
general principles of government which have their foundation in the
imprescriptible Rights of Man, which the God of Nature has consecra-
ted, which the revolution of America made known to the whole world,
and which the people of this rising empire will never abandon.

9. Instead of the desertion of science, in the College of Wil-
liam and Mary; it is submitted, whether mathematics, natural phil-
osophy, astronomy, ethics, laws of nations, politics, civil law,
deserve to be ranked, in the estimation of the learned editor, among
the sciences.

10. Instead of that foul source, from which have flowed so many
evils; there exists in the College of William and Mary, a source,
from which has sprung a Jefferson, a Giles, a Randolph, a Marshall,
a Breckenridge, and a thousand others, whose merits the people of
America will not estimate by the paragraph of a newspaper.

It is wonderful indeed, how such a crowd of errors could be
condensed into so small a space, or that which the information, you
have been pleased to give, occupies in your paper. Your candour,
however, will, I trust, cause you to rejoice that I have offered
you an opportunity of rectifying those errors, by publishing this
letter.

I am, Sir,
An Inhabitant of Williamsburg
april 15, 1802}

The articles also aroused the indignation and rallied the support of an
alumnus whose letter, addressed "To the Editor of the Examiner," was
published on 8 May 1802; its author, "A Late Student." His rather

lengthy diatribe gives a detailed account of the disturbances, which he

1William and Mary College Papers, Folder 14, Chronological Pa-
pers, Archives, College of William and Mary. The missing portion of
error six is taken from the letter as reprinted in WMQ 5, 24 ser.
(January 1925):61.
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witnessed; an analysis of the spirit of the students and their behav-
iour, of the Faculty and the position taken by the Society; and it
concludes with an expression of concern for the insults offered to
religion:

The insults offered to religion demand a more serious attention.
I believe it may be safely affirmed, that the authors of the offence
excepted, there was not a member of College, who did not highly dis-
approve the conduct. But it has been suggested that the irreligion
of the professors had extended its contagion to the students, and
extinguished in their minds all respect for every thing sacred. How
this opinion could ever have arisen, it is very difficult to con-
ceive. As it relates to the president of college it is grossly
erroneous. His conversation and the whole conduct of his life,
evince the highest regard for religion. He is not a bigot. If he
was, there would be reason to doubt his sincerity. The professor of
law, I believe is a deist. But his high respect for the opinions &
the rights of mankind, ensure from him the most inviolable respect
for every religious institution. The other professors are avowed
Christians. But there is no school of Divinity at College. On this
subject, as on every other, the student thinks for himself. Yes! it
is the peculiar felicity of this country, and the glory of William
and Mary, that whilst her professors are eminently capacitated to
aid the student in his enquiries, the mind is left at perfect 1lib-
erty to adopt the opinions, which reason shall elect.

A Late Student.1
That the "Inhabitant of Williamsburg" was none other than Presi-
dent James Madison is revealed in his letter to Thomas Jefferson dated
"Wmsburg Apr. 15. 1802":

In the Evening Post of New York of the 3rd of this month, there
is a most infamous acct. of our College; & what might be esteemed
most strange in other Times, you are made the Author of all the
Mischeifs, & of all the Evils which the College has so widely dis-
seminated. The Paragraph betrays a Malignity of Heart, which must
excite the Detestation of every one, who is enabled to judge of the
abominable Falsehoods, which it contains. I have addressed to him a
short Lstter, which, if he does not publish, shall appear in all our
Papers.

llgg Examiner, 8 May 1802.

2J[ames] Madison to [Thomas Jefferson], 15 April 1802, James
Madison, Faculty~Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.
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In this letter, in the published letter of "A Late Student," and in the
widely publicized articles, one is again made aware of the widespread
accusations, with their concomitant adverse effects on the College and
on its reputation, concerning the prevalence of deistic doctrines at
William and Mary and the assignation to Jefferson, the College's most
famous alumnus, as being the chief perpétrator of these doctrines. The
statement in the communication of the "Late Student" is the only noted
direct attribution of deism to St. George Tucker. It would seem that
the observations of Isaac Coles in mid-1799 concerning the difficulty of
obtaining a revived reputation for the College were still valid in 1802:

Most of our illustrious Heroes & patriots have been educated in the
bosom of our much loved Mother. The names of Jefferson & Washington
will alone suffice....But I am afraid, Tucker, this change will be
more gradual than we should at first suppose. The tide of prejudice
runs strong against it. A parcell of Dam'd fools are afraid their
children will learn to Dance or game or drink &c &c. I have been
half vexed all of my life with such Donkeys. They will neither
listen to reason or be persuaded.

It may be prejudice, but I have ever thought, & still think that
William & Mary is the best place on the continent for the education
of young men. I will not say Boys.

If they do not acquire more knowledge they at least acquire more
liberality & more ambition than at any other place in the world....

The spirit of skepticism which so much prevailed & which every
student acquired as soon as he touched the threshold of the college
is certainly the first step towards knowledge; it puts the mind in a
proper state not only to receive, but also to receive correctly.
That it leads to Deism, atheism &c I will acknowledge, but on the
same grounds ye may object to reason. Skepticism indeed only gives
it the reins.

"William and Mary was the hot-bed of the Republican party, with its doc-

trines of freedom in thought and government, which ran into the extreme

lI. A. Coles to Henry St. George Tucker, 20 July 1799, WMQ 8,
1st ser.(January 1900):158-159.



101

of skepticism with many";1 and Jefferson, as President of the United
States, was at the head of the Republican party and was a most prominent
political target. He had also been the principal author of the doctrine
of separation of church and state. These facts notwithstanding, preju-
dices other than political were imbedded in the fabric of the culture of
Virginia; for the College and its leadership represented to the grass-
roots of Virginian society an institution more closely allied with thé
Disestablished Church (and the power and wealth it represented) and the
Crown of England (and the benefits this close association represented,
including even the name of the institution) than any other surviving
institution in the Commonwealth, perhaps in the nation. And the con-
flict with Britain, the struggle for independence, was in the very
recent past, a reality not even two decades removed from the concerns of
the present; and the College and its leadership did have tremendous
challenges to meet in order to restore the reputation of the College,
perhaps even to survive. Could they, or perhaps more important, would
they meet these challenges?

On the same day that Madison wrote his letter to Jefferson and

to the editor of the New York Evening Post, young Thomas Preston wrote

to his friend, Andrew Reid, noting that dissipation had greatly dis-
appeared since the egression of about half of the students, an exodus
which had followed the expulsion of the two students; that the turbu-
lence of spirit was now perfectly at rest; and that every duty peculiar

to the situation of a student was "again attended with the utmost cheer-

11pid., Note 1, p. 159.
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fulness. With this restoration of peace and harmony I trust the reputa-
tion of the college will be returned and the injury which all parties

may have sustained will be forgotten."1

He further indicated that he
would return to Washington Academy in the summer to study law, a study
which would not require the assistance of "an apparatus or library
except such as I shall take with me [and]...the instructions of the
President...would have no weight...as I should not stand in need of
them."2 Apparently the reputation of Madison together with the scien-
tific apparatus and the library of the College3 were his reasons for
having come to William and Mary initially; and again we see Madison as

fulfilling a leadership role both as President and, even more so per-

haps, as a Professor of the College.

1Thomas Preston to Andrew Reid, 15 April 1802, WMQ 8, 1st ser.
(April 1900):217.

21bia.

3John Melville Jennings, in his work, The Library of The College
of William and Mary in Virginia, 1693-1793 (Charlottesv1lle The Uni-
versity Press of Virginia, 1968), notes that the 11brary, at this time,
was the second largest academic repository of books in America; and
despite the destruction of its original holdings in the fire of 1705,
its holdings numbered approximately four thousand volumes. (Harvard's
collection at this time numbered approximately twelve thousand volumes
[Jennings, p. 79]}.) Just what these four thousand volumes were is, for
the most part, not known today; Jennings notes that at least ninety per
cent are not known even by title (p. ix). However, nearly all of those
visitors or commentators who visited the College during the last two
decades of the eighteenth century were impressed by the library: Chas-
tellux, in 1782, noted that "The beauty of the building is surpassed by
the richness of the library..."; Jedediah Morse, in 1786, noted that
"their Library, like ours, is well stocked with Ancient Authors"; Edmund
Randolph, in 1792, noted William and Mary's "admirable library, [as]
containing the most rare gems of ancient learning'; and La Rochefou-
cauld, in 1796, stated that the College had a 1library well enough
furnished with classical books but lacking the best in modern books
(Jennings, pp. 79-80).
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The Board‘of Governors and Visitors apparently took steps to see
that the validity of young Preston's description of the academic milieu
at the College and the reputation of the College as well would be sus-
tained and even improved. At a meeting of the Board of Governors and
Visitors, which probably was held at the time of the regular annual
meeting on or about the Fourth of July, regulations relating, it would
appear, to Statute XI of the 1792 Statutes were passed and were
subsequently published in the Richmond Examiner under the date of
23 July 1802.1 The published regulations read as follows:

Be it ordained by the Governors and the visitors of William and
Mary College, that there be, in addition to the public examination
on the fourth day of July, a similar one on the second Tuesday in
February in each year, and a meeting of the visitors on the same
day.

That any Student who shall be absent from a public examination
or exercise, unless in case of sickness, shall not be considered as
a student.

Let every student who shall fail to perform any of the duties
required of him, for the first instance of such failure, be admon-
ished or censured, and after the second failure, he shall no longer
be considered as a student.

Let every student, after the second examination in the first
year of his attendance, obtain a vote of approbation of his atten~
tion to his studies, and of his moral demeanor, from the President
and Masters or Professors, a copy of which shall be furnished such
student, if required, and if such vote of approbation shall not be
obtained, he shall no longer be continued a student.

No person shall be permitted to continue a student, after the
end of the second year of his attendance, unless he shall, at the
end of the second year or before, obtain the Degree of Bachelor of
Arts; provided, that at the end of such second year the President
and Masters or Professors may permit such student to attend Lec-
tures, on the usual terms, if they shall be of opinion his attention
and moral demeanor shall deserve such permission.

No Professor shall absent himself from College during the terms
prescribed for lecturing, or attendance on schools; nor at the time
of public examination, or exercises, and every Professor is hereby
required, respectively, to examine the students of his class at
every such public examination, and every Lecture.

lyMQ 16, 1st ser.(October 1900):215.
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Let the President and Masters or Professors be enjoined strictly
to execute this statute and all others heretofore made for the gov-
ernment of the College.

A copy, Teste, William Russell, C. G.!
It would appear that both the Board of Governors and Visitors and the
Society have assumed a strong leadership role and have resolved a number
of problems in a manner that should benefit the College, the students,
and the Society; and away with the myth that President Madison was never
able to administer the sentence of expulsion to a single student while
President of the College of William and Mary. The question must be
raised, however, as to the effects these regulations might have on the
political aspirations of Professor Andrews and his previously noted
absenteeism from the College during the regular sessions and on the
judicial responsibilities of Professor Tucker as a Judge of t:he Supreme
Court of Virginia and the lengthy absenteeism required, as previously
noted, in the execution of the responsibilities incumbent upon one
holding this high office. Just how well were the regulations relating
to absences from the College at certain specified times received by
these two gentlemen? On the basis of all noted evidence, President
Madison did not absent himself from the College during the time the
College was in session and attended to his duties as Bishop of the
Diocese of Virginia during the vacation period in August and September;
he repeatedly placed the College and the attendant responsibilities
foremost in the conduct of his affairs rather than the conduct of his
duties as Bishop, although he probably iewed the College as being very

much a part of his responsibilities as head of the Church. There was

11bid., pp. 215-216.
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precedent for this, however; had not the President of the College of
William and Mary in Virginia also been a chief emissary of the Church of
England in America, the now Disestablished Church of which he was the
head?

It is also noted that in the exercise of their renewed leader-
ship role the Board of Governors and Visitors, at some point during
their revived active interest this year, elected to their membership one
who was later to become President of the United States, James Monroe of
Middlesex County; and additional evidence of a revived academic leader-
ship on the part of the Society is noted in the fact that the College
awarded the Bachelor of Arts degree to two students this year, Chapman
Johnson and Benj[amin] Watkins Leigh, the first degrees to be awarded
since 1799.l Of these two young men, Henry St. George Tucker had writ-
ten Joseph Cabell on March 28: "They are indeed two fine young men. If
I am not mistaken, from present appearances, the former [Leigh] will
quickly lose that vanity which has ever been his greatest enemy. Be-
lieve me Cabell, he has a goodness of heart which ought, which‘must make
him estimable."2

On Wednesday, 14 July, in a Eommunication published in the Vir-
ginia Argus, the College received a much needed commendation and pub-
lished words of praise from "A By-stander" who, it is reasonable to
conjecture, could have been President Madison himself. The communica-

tion concerned the celebration of the "late anniversary of American

independence” at Williamsburg. After commending the performance of the

lcatalogue of the Alumni, 1866-1932, p. 153.

2Henry St. George Tucker to Joseph Cabell, 28 March 1802, Manu-
scripts Department, Box 2, Alderman Library, University of Virginia.
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Militia under "the orders of capt. Waller,”" the communique gave a sum=
mary of each of the speeches of four young orators from William and Mary
and concluded with these words of high praise: "From the talents and
industry of these young gentlemen society has much to hope, and our
country much to expect. The numerous audience assembled...went to their
respective houses highly gratified and concluded the day in a manner
suitable to the importance of the occasion."1 The oration summaries are
perhaps worth noting. They not only give evidence of the concerns of
the students and of the citizenry in general but of the competence of
William and Mary students as well. In the order of their presentations,
Francis Carr of Albemarle "traced with historical accuracy, the causes
which drove us to a separation from the mother country";2 Roger Jones of
Petersburg "warmly advocated a more extended right of suffrage than our
laws permit";3 Archer of Norfolk "made a masterly enquiry into the jus-
tice and policy of capital punishments";4 and Lindsay of Norfolk "con-
cluded the day with a learned, and elegant dissertation on a.subject
materially interesting to our country and the world; he argued that the
manners of a people depended entirely upon their laws and their govern-

ment."5

And again we see Madison exercising a leadership role in pub-
licly presenting to the people of Virginia the positive aspects of the

College and its students.

1William and Mary College Papers, Folder 14, Chronological Pa-
pers, Archives, College of William and Mary.

21bid.

31bid.

4 1bid.

S1bid.
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A paucity of evidence relating to the costs incident to receiv-
ing an education at William and Mary has been noted in the research; and
on occasion, evidence of Madison's concern for individual students has
been noted. Such evidence is contained in two letters written by Madi-
son to George Logan of Philadelphia. In the first letter, written on
18 July 1802, Madison noted that young Logan1 would be returning home as
soon as the lectures ended:

I hope he will have a safe-—Journey, & show to his good parents that
their Expectations have not been altogether disappointed.

I put into his hands 50 Doll. which appeared sufficient for the
Expenses of the Journey—; I will pay 5 Doll. for his Washing Woman,
& about onme month's Board, or 11 D. Albanus informs me that he
purchased some books here; %F did not consult me respecting them,
but the Amount shall be paid.
Madison also indicated he was sending a copy of an oration delivered on
July 4th which, though inferior to many previous orations, would serve
as a source of inspiration for young Logan.3 In the second letter,
written on 16 December 1802, following young Logan's return to William
and Mary, Madison assured the father that he would do everything pos-
sible "to render his [young Logan's] continuance here both agreeable &

useful"4 and would administer any necessary admonition in the manner of

a parent. However, as had been the case the preceding December, he

1A. W. C. Logan is listed as attending William and Mary in 1803.
A Provisional List, p. 26. Evidence in Madison's previously noted let~
ter to Jefferson on 16 December 1801, would indicate that Albanus [?]
Logan entered William and Mary either in December 1801 or early in 1802.

2J[ames] Madison to Dr. Logan, 18 July 1802, James Madison,
Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.

3Ibid.

AJ[ames] Madison to [Dr. Logan], 16 December 1802, James Madi-
son, Faculty-Alumni File, Archives, College of William and Mary.
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could not take him into his home; but he had "fixed him in a manner
which is very convenient & proper, & where he will always be within my
View."1 Madison then indicated that Board was "33% Dols." and was paid
quarterly in advance; his accommodations, "20 Dols. more'"; the fees to
each Professor were "15 Dols., and I propose that he should attend two
schools, Viz. Mathematics, & that of Moral & Natural Philosophy—I would
recommend that the supply for Books money, should not exceed 2 or 3
Dollars p? month."2 Madison concluded his letter by thanking him for
his "Pamphlet on the necessity of promoting Agriculture &c—and also for
enclosing the Presidents Message which I have read with enjoyable satis-
faction."3 It is doubtful that this was the usual procedure for notifi-
cation and collection of fees; if so, it is no wonder the College had
financial difficulties; this parent, at least, was quoted the costs
regarding his son's education after the son's arrival on campus. On the
other hand, this could have been Madison's diplomatic way of reminding
the father of the costs involved and suggesting (or requesting?)
payment.

During the time that the students had been creating disciplinary
problems and leaving the College and the Board had been assuming its
proper role for a change, President Madison had been involved in the
consideration of a matter which began at least as early as 30 December

1801—the presidency of Transylvania University. In a letter of that

11bid.

21pid.

31bid.



109

date is noted Madison's possible consideration of the presidency of this
institution: "We have in this place an University in a very flourishing
condition....We have, too, a distant hope of getting Mr. Madison from
William & Mary to take the management of our Seminary."1 This was not
the first attempt of Transylvania University, a Presbyterian seminary,
to acquire some of William and Mary's resources, although many of the
sons of Kentucky were educated at the College.2 In July 1787, the Board
of Trustees petitioned the General Assembly of Virginia for that portion
of '"the one sixth part of all legal [surveyors] fees"> derived from
within their district to be paid to Transylvania University instead of
the University of William and Mary, stating that the University of
William and Mary was "a Seminary which we greatly respect but from which
the Inhabitants of Kentucky are too remote to derive any immediate
advantage."4 They further argued that since the Legislature had
repeatedly indicated a "benevolent disposition" toward providing educa-
tion within the district, the requested fees should be directed to the
use and support of Tramsylvania University. In Madison's case, the

Trustees felt that his acceptance of the presidency of Transylvania

1Henry Clay to Judge Francis T. Brooke, 30 December 1801,
James M. Owens Collection, Box 7, Manuscripts Collection, College of
William and Mary.

2E. G. Swem notes that "at least twenty-seven" students from
Kentucky were in attendance at William and Mary during the period before
1861. E. G. Swem, Kentuckian at William and Mary College Before 1861
with a Sketch of the College Before That Date; A bound reprint from The
Filson Club History Quarterly, July 1949, p. 5.

3"Petition of Transylvania Seminary," WMQ 22, 1st ser.(April
1914):264.

4

Ibid.




110

University would be the impetus needed in order for the University to

assume a position of eminence:
...the impulse which would be given to the University by the labours
of Mr. Madison, combined with those of the present valuable profes-
sors, would soon place it in a state of prosperity, which by at-
tracting the attention of our Atlantic breth'ren would soon render
them tributary to us, instead of 1be:ing forced to send our youth
abroad to complete their education.
Jefferson had used a similar argument to support the organizational and
curricular revisions envisioned as being necessary to make William and
Mary a University in 1779. The Trustees of Transylvania University
offered Madison one thousand dollars a year, having gained, they stated,
the complete apprdbation of the incumbent president and professors of
the college regarding the offer. They propc-vsed to increase tuition to
twenty dollars in the event he accepted; and they had secured a number
of subscribers who pledged their support and guaranteed the proposed
salary, regardless of enrollment and tuition, for a period of five
years, '"to commence from the day that Mr. Madison begins his presi-
dency."2
Why President Madison did not accept this offer is not known.
Perhaps the offered remuneration was too low, or possibly the College
Visitors increased his remuneration at William and Mary. Perhaps the
active interest and support of the Board of Governors and Visitors in

the affairs of William and Mary had rekindled a spark of hope and vital-

ity that he needed; and the exigencies of the problems at William and

1"To the Trustees of the Transylvania University," Lexington,
Kentucky, 1802. William and Mary College Papers, Folder 14, Chronolo-
gical Papers, Archives, College of William and Mary.

21pid., April 1802.


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































