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ABSTRACT

The New American Magazine was printed from Jenuary, 1758, until
March, 1760, in Wocdbridge, liew Jersey, by James Parker and edited by
Samiel Nevill of Perth Amboy, New Jersey. It was the first Awmericen:
periodical to be printed cutside a major colenial city and was, for
New Jersey, the first non-governmental imprint of significance.

Parker and Nevill had delibverately selected the magazine form as
the appropriate means to achieve their goals. Parker was concerned
with the successful establishment of his newest press; Nevill hoped
to provide the colonials with literary material and & literary outlet
and to use the magazine to elicit support for the French and Indian
Var. The Few American Macazine appeared during a period when news-
paper editors, feariul of imprisonment for libel, essumed neutrality
. on all cenvroversial issues but magazine editors, through selection
and editorial comment, frequently tried te influsnce public cpinion.
Revill, with editorigl experience im London, was aware of a magazine's
potential role.

The Kew American Magazine served as a storehouse of colonial cul-
ture during the period oif its publication. Its publishers attempted
to satisfy the tastes and interests of the readers and solicited ori-
ginel Amsricen material. As the newspapers struggled to keep abreast
of the war news, The New Americon Magazine filled the veid left by
their narrowing journalistic roles, it sought to amuse the readers
throush its essays and poetry ard alse to inform them and attempt to
stirmuiate their interest in religiocus, scientific and social thought.
The conflict between the desire to imitate the sophistication of London
and & defensive pride in colonial cultural development is an under-
lying theme that ceam be sensed throughout the pages of the magszine.

As the French and Indian War drew to a close, the reasons for the
magazine's existence seemed to wither and disappear. The publishers,
burdened with incressing responsibilities and ill health, found their
original motivations weakened. Parker was forced by partnership dif-
ficulties to turn his attention to his New York press and newapaper.
Nevill, discouraged by the lack of interest of the pragmatic colonials
to "better themselves" culturally, gained satisfaction from the success
of the war effort. Subscribers and contributors turned to the newse
papers as they once again supplemented meager news bulletins with
essays and poems. The approaching end of the war robbed the magazine
of its political interest. Exhausted by two-and-a-third years of
effort, starved for support The New American Magazine passed into
history.
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CHAPTER I: THE NEW AMERICAN MAGAZINE

Propesals for the publication of The MNew American HMagazine first

appeared in The New-YTork Gazette; or, the Heeklj Post-Boy of August 29,

1757.1 Ho stir of intereat mecmed to greet America's eleventh entrant
into a field of publication which;.in the colonies, had been remarkably
unsuccessful. The attention of readera was diverted instead to news of
the war, for Britsin had officially declared war against France on

May 17, 1756.> 1In the colonies, skirmishes with the Fremch and their
indien ellies had teken place long before the declérati@n.B

The harbors were crowded with troop ships snd privateers. Towns

1 [Semuel Nevilll , "Proposals for Primting by Subscription a New
Americen Hagazine,* The New=York Gazette; or, the Weekly Post-B
Thereaiter cited as WIG or, trd), No. /ba'rfug. 29, 1957) De 5s Ro=
peated Sept. 5, p. U3 Sept. 12, p. 43 Sept. 26, p. Ui Octe 10, Pe 4.
The "Propesals' appeared in the Pennsylvenia Gazette, Mo. 1508, Nowv.
17, 1757, as cited in Archives of the State of iew Jersey (hersafter
cited is NJ Archives, lst. Series, ed. We Nelson, (Newark, 1898), 1,
151i-15

21%@ declaration of vwer reached Am@ricﬁ July 27, 1756. For con~-
tent, sec Penmnsylvania Archives, comp. S. Hazard, lst Series (Phile.
1853) II, 735-757.

36@0, Washington had defeated Fr. forces at Great Meadow May 28,
1754, and was defeated himself July 3, 1754. That July the Albany
Plan of Union wes adopted. Om July 9, 1755, Gen Edw. Braddock, comme
in-chief in Am., wvas defeated and mortally wounded ar. Fort Duquesne,..
Pall, 1755, expeditions to Crown Point ond Nisgra vere unsucc. at-
tempted and Port Wm., Henry was constructed at the head of Lake George.
Irviﬁgai. Kull, A Short Chronology of American History (Rutgers, 1952),
PPe 7'




bristled with the profitable business of supplying and housing the
soldiers. Yet, over the rushing back and forth, there hung a shadow
of gloom for, to date, the victories had gone to the French and their
Indian allies. News of the capture of fort ¥illiam Henry on August 9
and the destruction of Fort Oswego on August 14 had just reached the
middle colomies, To the exasperation of men who realized the inter-
national aspacts of the war, the colonizl assemblies not directly
threatened by the enemy hung back from veting taxes for troops, forts,
and supplies, hoping that the responsibility would be shouldered by
.the home government or qther colcnies.u

i. The New American Magazine

The New American Hagaszine was to be a reflectior and a record of

the period in which it was published. It was, indeed, a deliberate
effort to improve its age. It was led toward this goal by its editor,
Samuel Nevill, who assuéed thse pseudonym of i’sylvazms Amaricanus."5
The printing was to be dome on the Woodbridge, New Jersey, press of
James Parker. |

The proposals statéd that the magazine would be available on a
subscription basis onrly. Six half sheets in cctavo, ths publication
would be divided into two parts, a history of North America and &
collection of essays., The proposals natéd that the history would

extend “from the Time of the First Discovery to the present « . « »

“Anthcny Nicolosi, "Colonial Particularism and Political Rights:

Jacob Spicer II On Aid to Virginia, 1754," New Jersey History, LXXOIVIII,
No. 2 (Sum., 1970), 69-88 presents an example of liew Jersey 8 early un=
willingness to azaist threatened colonies, :

5?5@ pseudonym was an adaeption of “Sylvanus Urban' used by
Edward Cave, editor of Lonmdon's popular Gentleman's Magazine,




compiled with that impartiality and regard to truth which becomes a
faithful historian," It was promised that “Endeavors will be used to
make it as complete a Family Chronicle sad Historicsl Legacy, as can
be left by the Inhabitants of America to their prosperity.” The secend
section would coneist of "Amusements and Essays, serious, entertaining,
philosophical, mechanical, historicel, political and poeticel, with the
most material News and Authentick Occurances, Foreign and Domestic,
wvhich shall happen during the month."
| It was intended that the magazine should be "improving' as well as

"entertaining's

A monthly Chronicle judiciousiy cenducted in the Method

propesed, will certainly be a great benefit to this new~

settled countryj; for thereby net only every private Family

(by ¢heir own Fire-side) may be acquainted with the moat

Haterial Occurances from time to time transacting in every

ether Part of the Werld, but cur Youth by the help of this

Instructor, and the diverting and pleasing Amusements

therelin contained, will be naturally allured to improve

themselves in Knowledge and Polite Literature by which the

gloomy Particles of Ignorance will bs very such enlighten‘d

if not entirely dispera'd.6 '

ii. The Hew Americen Magazine's Place in the
History of Hagazines

The appearance of the first issue in Januasry, 1758, marked the
?

publisher's first step toward dispersingwgloomy particles of ignorance,

Twenty-six issues followed the first, appearing at regular monthly

, 6[Nevillj s "Proposals," .’i{‘i or, ;WP&, No. 762 (Aug. 29, 1'75'7)..
po e ’ - .

’xya or, WPB, No. 787 (Feb. 20, 1758), p. 2, announced "The New
American Hagazine, lately advertised in this paper to be printed at -
Woodbridge in New=Jersey; has been published for Jenuary, 1758; and
will be continued a while, if a continued Encouragement; but none are
to be @old but to subscribers.“
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intervals until publication ceased inm March, 1760. The two and a

quarter years of publication made The New American Magazine the second

longest-running of the twenty magasines published in the colonies be-
fore the Ravolutionog It was also ehelfirst American ﬁagazine to be
published cutside the urban centers of Philadelphia, Boston, and Few
York.lo

The colonial magazines had followed the first celonial nevspaper,

Boston's Public Occurrences of 1630, after an interim of fifty years,

Philedelphia was able to boast of being the birthplace of Americean

! magazines when William Bradferdts The Americaﬁ Hagazine, or a Monthly

View of the Political State of the British colonies appeared in 1741

and was fellowed, within three days, by Benjamin Franklin®s The Goneral

Magazgine and Historical Chrenicle, for all the British Plantations,

The American Magazine lasted feor three issuss; The General Magazine
11

coased publication after six.

8Nina of the tuwentye-seven numbers were samnounced im the NYG or,
WPB (Feb. 20, 1758, Hov. 12, 1758, July 9, 1758, Aug. 13, 1758, Sept.
10, 1758, Oct. 15, 1758, Nev. 12, 1758, Dec, 17, 1759, Feb, 11, 1760,
and March 10, 1760) indicating the magazine usually eppeared during
the sscond week of the month following its designation.

O rank L. Mott, A History of American Magazines (N.Y., 1930) I,
70, lists 17 magazinee publ. prier to July 4, 1776. Lyon N,
Richardson, A Bistory of Early American Haeazines, 17411789 (New
York, 1931), pP. 5be=3b8, lists o0. both chow ihe NHew American Mesae
zine hereafter cited as NAM as the eleventh publisned and the second=
iongest in run. The longest run was The Awerican Mapaszine end Histori=
cal Chronicle's (Boston, 1743-U46) 3% yrs. Lhe shortest was The Boston
Weekly Magaszine's (Boston, HMar,, 1743) 3 weeks., The average run was
slightly over 10 months., See Appendix A.

1°Between 1741 &nd 1776, Philadelphia publ. 7 mags.; Boston, 6;
Hew York, 4; Hew Jersey, 1; North Carolina, 1 (17642) 5 Germantown,
Pennsylvania, 1 (176%,70~?2). See Appendix A. :

llRich&rdson, Early American Hagaszines, remains the standard
reference for the history of early Am, magazines,




The development of periodicals in G;eat Britain had;similarly
lagged. The Gazette, 1665, had been followed by'zgg.Tatier, 1709, after
fiftyafouriyears, but Egg_Tatler had met with greater success thaan the
first American magazines. English newspapers stemmed from the hand-
written sheets distributed in London during the throes of pelitical
revolution, Printed newsletters and political pamphlets mushroomed in
the midst of political turmoil. Foresight, or fear, of the power of
the press caused the *“corantos,'" or current newssheets, to be restricted
t§ fbreign news from their appearance in the 1620's until 1643. With
the establishment of a Licensing Office for the press, newspapers print=

'ed, very carefully, a certain amount of domestic news. Perhaps the
first newspaper wgs a governmental mouthpiece, the‘long-lived.London
Guzette, established in 1665, In 1695, with the lapse of the Liéensing
Aet, control through taxation, subsidization, and prosecution for sedi-
tious libel was subsfituted for suppression, and newspspers began to
flourisbalz

It is often difficult to separate the forebearers of early mega-~
zine forms from the newspapers, for each periodical's content was often
neither explicitly newse~bearing or literary.13 By 1709, London could
boast of eighteen separate papers, producing a total of fifty issues é
week.llF In that year the first of the eighteenth-century English maga-

zine forms reached full expression with the publication of The Tatler,

12\ 1vert Baugh, A Literary History of England, 2nd. ed. (N.Y.,
1967), p. 847. —

°

13 5ames P. Wood, Magazines‘gg the United States (N.Y., 1949),
Pe Se .

Mg augh, Literary History of England, p. 848.




followed in 1712 by The Spectator and then a host of imitatorsels

This first magazine form encompassed a single essay written in the
clever tones of London coffeehouse debates and satirizing foibles in
society, the church and the government. Essays in the style of Joseph

»

Addison and Richard Steele who authored The Tatler a@d The Spectator

vere a frequent featurevof colonial newspapers.l6 However, pnly three
pre-Revelutionary American magazines adopted this form. These three~-

The Independent Reflector, The Occasional Reverberator and John English-

hmen--were the products of three young ¥higgish lawyers and were printed
on James Parker's New York ﬁressel7
The great majority of the colonial magazines were molded in the
style of the second magazine form whieh developed im Great Britain.
This form, a miscellany, or collection, of essays, was typified by the

Gentleman's Magazine, founded in 1731 in London by Edward Cave.l8 The

Vyaiter Graham, English Literary Periodicals (N.Ye, 1930), pp. 65~
118; Wood, Magazines in the U, 8., DP. H=7.

16E112aheth Cook, Literary Influences in C@lon1a1 Newspapers,
17041750 (H.Y., 1912), demonstrated tnat Am., newspapers MoSt ire-
quently printed the content of Eng. Lit. periodicals during periods
when current news was obtained with difficulty and Am. magazines were
not established,

17‘1‘he editors were William Livingston, John Morim Scott and
William Smith, Jr. Parker also printed New York's fourth magazine
The Instructor, a four-paged, weekly, literary journal which was not
‘successful, lasting only from Mar. 6 to May 8, 1755, but shared with
the NAM a concern for the conflict with Fr. Milton Klein, ed., The
Independent Reflector (Cambridge, Mass., 1963), pp. 468-474; Isaian
Thomas, History ox Printing in America, 2nd ed. (Worcester, Mass.,
1874) , 1T, 125-126,

18,1 L. Carleon, The First Hax&zine' A History of the Gentle-
man's Magazine (Providence, R.l.s 1958J, PPe 170—l§§ Alvert H, Smyth,
Tné“vhiladeypnia Magazine and their Contributors, 1741a185o (Phila.,
183275 p. 23. !




miscellany form had gained immediate popularity, for it egcompassed
the spirit of its age--an age of early modern men interesfed in being
knowledgeable on & wide spectrum of topics touching on religion, poli-
tics, ecience, and literature.l” Cave was the first publisher to call’
his miscellany a “magazine,'" and the term clearly showed his intention
of compiling a permsnent *"magazine" or storehouse of the best esseys
previously printed in the multiplicity of London 3ournals.20

As the eighteenthmcentury newspaper and magazine developed, they
aésumed differing characteristices and roles. It was the professional
ideal of a newspaper publisher to present the news with impartiality.
AEditurials were unknown amd when opinioﬁs appeared in the form of
letters to the ed@tor, every effort was made to achieve representation
of all sides of an issue.al The possibility of arrest for seditious
libel was an ever present threat to the newspaper editer, both in
‘Great Britain and in the colonies.22 Unwilling to risk censure and
hampered by the limitations of a four=-page publication, the printer
delegated controversial issues to pamphlets, broadsides, or other

publications.

lgFive editions of the first number were sold immediately.
Graham, English Literary Periodicals, p. 171n; Richmond Bond, ed.,
Studies in the Rarly knelish Periodical (Chapel Hill, 1957), pp. 6-8
discusses eiiects of Enlightenment on growth of periodicals.

2

OBondg Studies, p. 28.

21Fred J. Hinkhouse, The Preliminaries of the American Revolu-
tion As Seen in the English Press, 1763=1775 (Neley 1920), PPs 11=17.

22"No cause was more honored by rhetorical declamation and dis-
honored in practice than that of freedom of expression during the
revolutionary period, from the 1760's through the War for Independence."
Leonard W, Levy, '"'Did the Zenger Case Really Matter?"” The William and
Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, XVII, No. 1 (Jan., 1960), 50,




Magazines revealed their publishers' bviases and attempted to in-
fluence opinion more freely than their contemporary newspapers.z3 It
vas assumed that a magezine must not only amuse but also improve or
instruct. Altﬁough professing impartiélity, the editors, by deciding
what constituted instruction and which essays would effect improvement,
imposed their values and opinions on their readers. Often they encour
aged little more than "sound morality," but the petentlal ability of

‘magazines to issue a strong statement on public issues was recognized
and employed.ak

Ancther aspect in which magazines differed from newspapers was in
the sense of permanendy surrounding their publication. Magazines were
a deliberate effort to store and preserve the best cultural efforts of
their time., More thought in the selection of content and more care in
editing than the newspapers was the result.25

The pre-Revoluticnary American magazines modeled after the

Gentleman's Magazine were very similar in form, content, and purpose.

The New American Magazine was to stand out among the group only as a

better~than-average edited journal with a longer-than-average run,
unique only for ite place of publication and its unexpressed, but
strongly presented, goal of obtaining support for the French and

Indian VWar.

3WQode Hagazines in the U, S., p. 9; Hinkhouse, Prelimlnaries,

hRobert Spector, Emglish Literary Periodicals and the Climate

of Opinion during the Seven lears' dar (ihe Hague, 1566)7, p. 1.

Pe 33.

5Moses Coit Tyler, A History of American Literature, 1607-1765
(N.Y., 1878}, p. 515.




1ii. The New Amsrican MHagazine 's Plece in the
vcloprent of the lew Jersey Press

The New Americen Magazine held a rele of significance in the de-:
26

veloprent of the primting press in New Jersey. Not cnly was it to be
New Jercey®s first magézine but also hexr first periqdical and first
significant publication of a mon-governmental nature. The ostablishe
ment of the colomy's‘f;rat permanent press at Woodbridge in 1754 marked
the first attempt te render New Jersey independent of the presseos of

Hew York and Philadelphia.

The provinces of East and West Jersey had received an early curbing

on their printing development in the iaatructiong of Queen Anne to the
first royel govermor im 1702, "Forasmuch as greét inconveniences may
arise by the liberty of printing in our said province, you are te pro-
vide by all necessary orders that no person keep any press for primting,
nor that any boock, pamphlet or other matters vhatsoover be printed
without your especial leave and license first obtained.27 The insﬁrﬁcu
tions for the governors of several provinces contained such restrictions
" on the press., With the early establishment of presséa in New York and
?hilaﬂélp&ia, there seemed little need to justify the licensing of a

Hew Jersey press.

264411 4am Nelson “Some New Jersey Printers and Printing in the

Eighteenth Century.' Proceedinss of the Axerican Antiquarisn Sociely,
NeB.y XXV¥I, Part I, (I511) 15-55, ie the ciessicsl Btudy oY the early
Hew Jerooy press. Some of his misconclusions are corrected by Douglass
McMurtrie, A Hictory of Printing in the United States (N.Y., 1936), I,
1k9=150, 227-253, =Lk 3, - '

27"Lcrd Cornbury's Instructioms," H, J. Archivea, ed, Whitohead,
1st Serien (Newark, 1881), II, 506-536, Instruction cited is No. 98,
Ibid., 53k. ‘ ~ ‘

10



i1
In the 1720's, harassed by counterfeiters, the coloﬁy's asgenbly

insisted in certain instances that their bills of eredit be printed
uwnder %hgif supervision. Therefere, in 1723 William Bradford brought
his preess temporarily to Perth Amboy, and in 1728 Samuel Keimer moved
his temporarily to Burlington. Both printers printed the colony's
"money" and took the opportunity, while their presses were set up, to
print the latest éssembly segsions's acts and laws, These laws were
New Jersey's first imprintS»aS
| James Parker establizhed the colony's first permenent press when
he returned to Woodbridge in 1754, By 1757 his eight imprints ineluded
& reprinted sermon and & broadside announcing a lottery, During that
year he and Samue% Nevill, a judge and legislator from the neighbering

town of Perth Amboy, laid the plans for publishing The New American

Magazine. OFf the eighty-three works printed by Parker on his New Jersey
prees, the magazine Qas to rank as the most significant literary produce-
tion znd only perio&ical.zg

After Parker's death on July 2, 1770, the position of gavernmenial
printer was swarded to Isaac Collins, a Quaker who set up his press in
Burlingten. Collins cbtained the position after competition from

Parker's son, Samuel Franklin Parker. In & newsgpaper advertisement the

28Helson “Some N. J, Printers," 16-17; Mciurtrie, History of
Printing in U, S., 222-227; Constance Humphrey, 'New Jersey Imprints up
to the Hevolution," Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America,
XXIV (1930)9 70,

agParker printed two other significant works in New Jersey:
Samuel Nevill, The Acts of the General Assembly of the Province of New
Jeraey, from the year 1753, o o o £O the year 1761 (Woodbridge, 17617
and Samuel Smith, ine history of the Tolony of §""thaesarLa, or New
Jersey (Burlington. 1765), Humphrey, Fhew Jeraey Y AMpTints," 70~75,




12
younger Parker thanked those who had supported his unsuccessful bid,

stating with bitter humor it gives hiﬁ a singular satisfaction to
think, that by losing that Busimess, it has pressrved his opporent from
inevitable ruin."so The Woodbridge press, no longer active, was sold by
the younger Parker, or'seized by Tories, prior to his death in 1779.31
Isaac Collins began New Jersey's first newspaper in 1779 with a
strong subsidy from the‘Revolutionary asgembly. A second newspaper
followed in 1779, primted in Chatham, subsidized by the American army
32

under Washington quartered at nearby Moryistown. New Jersey was not

to have a second magazine until 1786 when The New‘Jérﬁgg Magazine and
33

Monthly Advertiser was issued from New Brunswick for three months,

3(')Sa,sazzmzel F. Parker's ad eppeared in the NYG or, E;P.,I}ﬁ No. 1449
(Oct. 8, 1770), p. 3; Parker presented his petition to the Assembly
Sept. 28, 1770, and Ccllins on Sept. 29. The Assembly voted 10-8 for
Collins, Nelson, "Some New Jersey Printers," 27-28; Isaac Collins®
career has been the subject of a recent study by Richard F., Hixson,
gggae Colling: A Quaker Printer(&g 18w Centugg America, New Brumswick:
Rutgers University Press, 1968,

BlThcmas, Bistory of Printing in Am., I, 306, says Samuel F.
Parker sold the Woodbridge press shortly after his father's death,
. William Benedict, "“James Parker, The Printer of Woodbridge,” Proceed~
ings of N.J.H.S., n.s., VIII (July, 1923), 199 says the press was burned

by the Tories during the Revolution.

32parker had planned to estsblish a newspaper in Burlington in
1765 until "News of the Killing Stamp, has struck a deadly Blow to all
my6Hopes on that Head,” '"James Parker to Benjamin Franklin, ?pril 25,
1765," The Papers of Benjamin Franklin, ed. Leonard Labaree, (New
Haven, Tg%@“ﬁatej{“Yff:‘%?f?ﬁThe ew ;rsey Gazette was pri&ted by
Collins in Burlington from Dec. 5, 1777, until March 4, 1778, and then
in Trenton from March 4, 1778, until July, 1783, and Dec. 9, 1783, to
Nov, 27, 1786, The New Jersey Journal was begun by Shephard Kollock on
Feb, 16, 1779, at Chatham and its successor, the Elizabeth Daily Journal,
is still published in Elizabeth. Warren C. Stickle iil, 'State and
Press in New Jersey during the American Revolution,” New Jersey History,
LXXXVI, No.s 3~4 (Fall-Winter, 1968), 158-170, 236~-249,

>3The magazine was edited and published .in New Brumswick by |
Frederick Quequelle and James Prang. Nelson, 'Some New Jersey Printers," 35.



The twenty years which lapsed befere New Jersey's fi?st newspaper
and the thirty years which passed until the second magezine underline -
the boldness of the venture upon which Parker and Nevill embarked in

1758. :
iv. The Distribution of The New Americen Magazine

The January 1758 issue, totaling fifty-two pages, measuring five

by seven and three-quarters inches; neatly edited and printed, marked

the beginniﬁg of The New American Magazine. Although available only
tﬁraugh subscription, no subscription list or accounts exist to enable
us €0 Jjudge the number or extont of its distribution, A comment by
Parker and a contemporary magazine subscription list might indicate
that initial printing runs approached five hundred copies, UYriting to
a fellow printer, William Bradford, in December, 1765, Parker stated
that one could expect five or six hundred subscribers to a periodical

end that nusber was sufficient to support publicati@naik

Also amongot
‘William Bradford's papers is the subacription list to the successful

American Kagazine which he printed in Philadelphia for Williem Smith

between October, 1757, and October, 1758. This list registers eight

hundred and fifty subscribers although it does net include the New

England readers and is therefore incomplete.35

: Bkdames Parker to ¥illiam Bradford, Dec. 4, 1766, Bradford
Papers, IX, 74 at HSP as cited by Arthur Schlessinger, Prelude to
Independence (N.Y., 1958), p. 303.

' 353ubscriptien list to the American Hsgazine, Bradford Papers
HSP, as described by Richardson, karly Americam fimcazines, p. 105,
Bradford had 63 agents in 52 communities as well as mll the bookaellers
in those places and agents in Great Britain, Carl Bridenbaugh, Cities
3n Revolt; Urban Life in America, 1743-1776 (N, Y., 1955), p.

i3



ik
Parker found that his first printings of the early issues of the
magazine were inadequate, and he republished the first two numbers? 6
They were advertised as '‘now available' in the March, 1758, issue. The
title page on the first.ahd second editions of these first two issues
differ, for the éngraving commissioned for the cover'of the magazine
was not completed until late March or early April, 1758. For the first
printings Parker substituted a simpler engraving, prébably borrowed
from another work which he had printed.

The magazine began its publication with a shortage of copies and
ended with an excess. In a 1768 advertisement Parker announced that
large quantities of the magazine were available to those who wished to
preserve them as "curiosities."37 Few must have takeh advantage of his
~offer. Todsy, in United States libraries, only two hundred and eighty-
8ix issues of the magazine, an average of seventeen copies of each

38

number, can be found.

36"A greater number for this Magazine, then was expected having ta-
. ken off all the first Number since its publication; we would inform such
as be yet desirous of subscribing, that, if any number shall appear by
the first of next, the first half-sheet of the history will be reprinted
in order to complete the bocks of such as are desirous of having them
tound up, at the cost of 2d for each half-sheet; or, if a larger number
of subscribers do desire the whole magazine shall be reprinted,™ NAM,

No. 2 (Feb., 1758), table of contents page.

37u0f these Magazines, he has many left on Hand, and a few com-
plete Sets, to dispose of; which he will sell to the first that offers
at less than Half the Price they were published at . . . .-=As it is
probably such an Undertaking may not be resumed again soon; as five
several attempts have been made in America and all failed; =- it is
hoped the cheapness of these now offered, will induce the Curious to
preserve some of them from oblivion, and prevent their soon going the
way of all such Papers, that is, to be made waste paper of.'" NYG or,
WPB, No. 1354 (Dec. 12, 1768), p. 3. -

38See Appendix C,



In considering the distribution of an eighteenth-century pericdiecsl,
we must keep in mind that the subsecriber freely shared his copy with his
acquaintances, and the number of readers was probebly at least four
times the number of subacrib@rs.}9 .

To facilitate subscriding, a number of gentlemen receiving subscrip-
tion orders wore listed in the proposals and en the covers of the issues
for December, 1758, July, 1759, December, 1759, and January, 1760, All
coevers carried the major subscription offices in Weoodbridge, Philadelphia
and New York,

0f the twenty-four individuzls listed in the subscriptioa receivers
1ist in the "“Proposals® ninsteen were located in New Jersey, and ome eacﬁ
in Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Providence, and New Haven, This in-
dicates that ¢the subscribers were heavily concentrated in the celony of
Rew Jersey and that little effort was made to solicit subscribers from»
ths scuthern colenies,

The physical distributien of the magazine was facilitated by the nu-
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merous positicms Parker held in the colonial postal syatem. He was the le-

cal postemaster at Woodbridge and at New Haven, Conmecticut. He elso hkeld

the poest of Compiroller of the Post Offices of North America, responsible

for reviéwing ell the accounts of postmasters from Flerida to Canadaqkl-

Bgﬁrank L. Hott, American Journaslism, A History, 1690-1960, 3rd
- ed, (N Y. 1961)9 Peo 590
QOSQG Appendix B.
hl
[in Benjamin Franklin's hand} , "Commission to James Parker as
Comptreller of the Post Qffice, Draft April 22, 1757," Papers of

Frenklin, ed, Labaree, VII, 191-194; "Post Office Instructions €o Jamss
F ArKer g’ Ibid., 194-197.




The advmnt&ges'of a postmaster were numeroua.qa They 5nclnded the

privilege of franking his own mail and of being in &irect contact with
the post riders. woedbridgé. despite some contemporary cbjections,
served aé the cemtral post effice fer New Jersey on the direct mail
route between New York and Philadelphia.43

The main problem which the publishers of The Hew Americen Megazine

were to encounter was not in the distribution of the magazine but im the
collection of payments for it. The subscription price was ls. Proclama~-
tien mOney per copy, l2s. per year, payable qusrterly. New York news-

papers, pericdicals four pages in length; published weekly, presented

“3", o o the Profit of it [the post office at Yoodbridge 1 is

very emall, sbout 30 1, po Aanum as Commissions, and it is in fact the
worst Situetion for cne in the Gontinent, as 7 eighths of the letters
ere for [ Perth] Amboy, to be sent thither, and perhaps twice going
after the Pay, Pefore got once: -~- I have mony times kaown it mnecessary
to go te Amboy with & or 5 Shillimgs worth of Letters, perhaps spend
Six Hours Time, and get a drink of 1/6, and come home for the profits
of 1 8, However, I never thaugh% much of it, whilst I have the other
office, [_that of Comptroller’; , or whilst I had the privilege of franke
ing, ete. " Parker to Franklin, Oct, 27, 176k, "Letters of James
Parker to Bsnjemin Franklin,'ed. W. C., Ford, Proceedings of MHS., 2nd
Series, XVI (Hay, 1902), p. 194: The frankiﬁg privilege vwes importent
as nevwgpapers were charged 9 d. for the first 50 miles, the rate in-
creasing proportionstely, as of a 1758 policy established by Franklin,
Wesley C. Rich, The History of the United States Post Office to the
Year 1829, (Cambridge, HasS,, 1924) e Ps 37

uBIn a letter to Henry Potts on April 23, 1761, Benjamin
Franklin defended the New Jersey postal system against criticisms by
the colony's Gov, Thomas Boone and, in doing 80, provided us with an
outline of the distributiom of the NHAM: '"Delaware River was to be
cross’d at Trenton and the Raritan Hiver at Brunswick, where they were
both narrow, and the latter fordable at Low ¥ater; as the People at
Elizabeth Town Point, undertook voluntarily to have a stout Boat always
ready to carry the Post and his Company directly to New York, by which
the three last mention'd Ferries vere avoided [ i.e., Perth Amboy to
Staten Island, S. I., to Long Island, L. I. to H. Y.] ." Burlington
letters came by ferry from Bristol, Pa., and Amboy's from YWoodbridge
(4 mi.)s "B, Franklin to Henry Potts, Apr. 23, 1761," Papers of Franklin,
ed. Lsbarse, IX, 305,
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a similer quantity of published material and sold in New York between

1757 and 1760 for l1ks, a year.kh Other magazines published prior to the

Revolutiop vere priced similarly to The New American Magazine and competi-

tively with newspapers. Most publishefs insisted on subscriptions rather
than the sale of individual nuwbers in order to insure a sufficient in-
come to financially Justify publication. )
The subscribers vere amazingly lax about payment, The money ceuld
be paid to the inmdivudal who had originally taken the subscription
order. Often thege individuals were the local postmas%ers.hﬁ The col=
 lected money was easily transmitted to Parker by the ﬁost riders. Dee
gpite the availability of willing collecters, Parker estimated a quarter'
of ore's cubscribers could be expectéd to default on their debt.hé

Requests for payment in The New American Mapazine were worded

progressively more strongly. In December, 1758, the contents pags
carried the fellowing note:

The firet year of The New American Mapazine being now
finished, if the subscribers will be pleased to make their
respective payments to the persons who teok inm subscriptions
‘the Proprietors will ascknowledge the Favour ., . « the Caundid
Reader camnot express his approbation of the performance in
a wore effectual Hanmer, than by punctually pasying his part.
of the contributions, and thereby enabling the Proprietors
to carry on this useful work with Industry and Alacrity,

for without these necessary props, the Foundatioms cannot

be supported. ~

Quin 1756 the N, Y. Assembly placed a 1/2d. per issue stamp
tax on nevwepapers., Subscriptions prices were raised from 12 8. to
ik s, to cover this expense. then the tax lapsed in Jan., 1760,
prices returned to 12 s. per yr. Beverly MHeAnear, ""Documents: James
Parker versus New York Province," New York History, XXII, Ne., 3

(July, 2 9515 221,

MSSee Appendix_ﬁ.

qeﬁcAnegr, Parker 8, New York Prevince,' 327,



By the end of the second year of publication, the appeals for payment

carried a note of desperation:

o o o« the Proprietors desire the subscriberas will be
pleased to pay the subscription Money now duwe to any
of the Gentlemen mentioned im the Title page, without
which they will not be able to proceed in zo useful an
undertaking, The heavy Expense of procuring Intelli-
gence, psper, printing, etc., @%ﬁ§° will, we hope,
excuse their reasonable request. '

Publication ceased at the end of the first quarter of the third
year with the explanation that the discontinuance was due to "a defi-
ciency in the mumber of subscribers to defray the Expense of Primnting."

The complaint might have been amended to read “'the number of paying

subscribers,®

k7“Author to the Publick," NAM, No. 24 (Dec., 17S9f,unmumbered
Wrapper page.

QBEditcrial note, NAM, No, 27 (March, 1760), table of contents
Page.

48
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CHAPTER iI. INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE NEM AMERICAN MAGAZINE

In blaming‘the failure of The New American Magazine on a lack of

subscribers, the maggziae's.pnblishers were citing a symptom, not the
cause, of its failure. They, a3 printer and editor, héd initiated the
magazine and shaped its content according to their goals and past exper-
‘ience, Other individuals involved in the publication of the magazine,
as subscribers or contributors, had their own motivations for supporting
the magazine. Vhen their needs changed, could not be met or were met
elsevhere, the support for the magazine was withdrawn and publicatien
ceased.

The magazine and its failure are reflections of the motivations
and contributions of the printer, the editeor, the subscribers, and the
contributors, An understanding of these compoments will result in an

understanding of the creation and demise of The New American Magaziné.

| Vhat each individual brought to the magazine and what each hoped to get
from it were the blending of their past experiences and current events.
Full biographical studies of the magazine's leading figures, James

Parker and Samuel Nevill, have not been published.l A reconstruction

J

1Vi¢ter H, Palsits collected the biographical data on James
Parker for the Dictionery of American Bicgraphy, ed. Dumas Malone (N.Y.,
1934), XIV, 226-227, Parker's gencaiogical background is emphasized by
Hilliam H, Benedict imn ''James Parker, The Printer of Woodbridge," Pro-
ceedings of H.J.H.S., n.s., VIII, Ho. 3 (July, 1923), 193-199, 238 228,
Three articles by Beverly McAnear present details of Parker's career
as revealed by broadsides he published attacking the New York stamp act
and his former partmers: ‘'Documents: James Parker versus Hew York Pro-
vince," New York History, XXII, No. 3 (July, 1941), 321-530; "James
Parker versus William yman,” Proceedings of NeJaHoSo’ No. 1 (Jan,, 1941),
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of their backgrounds shows that ssch man hed strong reassons to initiate

the publication of The New American Magezine and, experiences and skills

vhich enabled them to hope for its success.

i, James Parker
In 1754, at the age of thirty-eight, Jemes Parker had retreated
from the stress which marked a successful New York cavecer and had estsbe
licshed o small press im his birthplace, the village of Woodbridge, New

Jersey,2 Leaving his New York business and his newest venture im Con-

- 1=2ks “Jemes Parker versus John Holt," Proceedings of N.J.H.S., LIX,
' Nos. 2 and 3 (Apr., July, 1941), 7795, 198-212. Parker'c iast years
are most strikingly told by himself in “Lettera from James Parker to
Ben jemin Franklin,” edited by Worthington C. Ford, Proceedings of M.H,S.,
2nd Series, XVI (May, 1902), 186-232,

Samiel Nevill®s most complete biegraphy is in two footnotes: N.J.
Archives, ed, W, Whitehead, lst Series (Newark, 1882), VI, 323=32in, and
5%39 Archives, ed. Y, Nelson, lst Series (Paterson, N.J., 1894), L69-470n,
R. 8, Field refers to his judicial activities in “The Provimcial Courts
of New Jersey, Vol. 3 of the Collections of the Ned.H.5,, (iewark, Lo%9),
PPe 106=158, John W, Barber and kenry Howe includea nis biography in
Hisgorical Collectiens of the State of New Jersey (N.Y., 1844), pp. L4heb5,.
William Wnitonead discusseq Bis contribucions ¢o New Jersey and cozmzunity
activities in Contributions to the Eerly History of Perth Amboy, (N.Y,
1856), pp. 76-80, 120=-122, 239,
2Authori€ies have differed on the date the Woodbridge press vas
established, The first imprint was 1754, Constance Humphrey, “"New
Jersey Imprints up to the Revolutien, 1723~1783," Pavers of the Biblio-
graphical Society of Amsrica, XXIV (1930), 71, Autherities citing 17/5L
included Isaiah Thomas, Kistory of Printing in America, 2nd ed. (¥Wore
chester, Mass., 1874), I, 3ik; William Neison, 'Some new Jersey Printers
end Printing in the Eighteenth Century,' Procoedings of the American
Antigquarian Scciety, n.S., XAVI, Part I:(1911), 19; C. H. Hiideburn,
Sketches of ¥rinters and Printing in Colonial New York (N.Y., 1895) p. Ll;
John C. Oswald, Printing in the Amsricos (Neles 19357), pe. 258; and
Kenneth Q. Jennings, 'Notes from tihe Library: The New American Magazine "
Journal of Butgere University Library, XIXI, No. 1 (Ueec., 1949), 9.

Those citing 1/504 are Douglias Hchurtrie, A History of Printing in the
United States, (N.Yo, 1936), I, 227, 4b2n; Lawrence Wroth, ihe Golonial -
Printer (Portland, 1938), p. 30; and, William Nelson, Checkiist of che
Tooues of the Press of New Jersey, 1723, 1728, 1754-1800 (Paterson, Ned.,

i8§§je Pe ’7:“




necticut in the hands of partners, he settled into life in the “oountry

with audible sighs of rel:lef.3
As thé’member of a family that had settled in the area in the gsev=
enteenth century and now included individuals of prestige and wealth,
Parker enjoyed a social standing in New Jersey far higher than his posi-
tion as a successful tradesman had commanded for him in New York.xé
After the death of his father, the village's cooper, Parker, eleven

years old, had been apprenticed to the New York printer, William Eradford.s

}Parker and Pranklin often referred to New Jersey as '"the country.™
For example, see Parker. to Pranklin, Sept, 22, 1765, from “Letters of
‘Jemes Parker to Benjomin FPranklim," ed, Ferd, 199; Andrev Burnaby in
Travels throuszh the Middle Settlements in North America im the years
I750 and 1760, ond €d. (lchaca, 1960), Pe 75, provides a sketch of the
New Jersey country gentlemen: “The New Jersey men, as to character, are
like most country gentlowmen: good-natured, hospitable, and of more libere
al turn than their neighbors the Penmsylvanians, They live altogether

upor their estates, and are literally gentlemen farmers,"
h@arl Bridenbaugh, Cities im Revolt (N.Y., 1955), p. 187 claims
that printers had a unique place in coionial society as arbiters of
teste, of international reknown, etc. Parker in 1759 described with envy
the stending of Europecan printers in comparison to his low pesitiom in
Rew York, McAnear, “James Parker vs, New York Province," 323-323,

The Parker family in New Jersey was established by Elishs Parker,
married in 1659 to Elizabeth Hinckley, sister of Gov. Thomas Hinekley -
of Mass, The couple moved from Barnstsble, Hass., to Staten Island and
then across the Scund to Woodbridge, They had two sons, Elisha and
Semuel. Samumel, a ecoper, married Janet Ford (a member of the family
for whom Ford's Cornmer, N.J. was named) and had four sons, Samuel, John:
James the printer, and Elisha. The elder brother, Elisha, a cooper,
married twice., - A son John b, 1693, m. Janet Johnson, established the
Perth Amboy branch of the family. His son James b, 1725, a contempeorary
and cecond cousin of the printer, became a member of the Board of Pro-
prietors of East Jersey and of the Council., Although a loyalist, he
held positions of respect after the war, including Mayor of Perth Amboy.
His correspondence has been mistaken for James the printer's by some
historians, His son James was a member of Congress, director of the
Delaware and Raritan Canal Company and a president of the New Jersey -
Higstorical Society,

5William Bradford (1663-1752) was a printer in New Jersey from
1693 until 1744, publishing the New York Gazette from 1725 until 1744,
Parker paid him high tribute in his obituary, hiG or, WPB No. 488 (May
25, 1752), p. 2 as "e man of Great Sobriety and industry; - & real
¥riend to the Poor and Needy; and kind and affable %¢o0 all + - »




His apprenticeship, begun January 1, 1726/27, was to lasg for eight
years, An advertisement in May, 1733, for the raturn ofdthe runavay
Parker has ied wany historians to conclude that he fled from Bradford
to Philadelphia and Benjamin Franklin.6 Autobiographical statements by
Parker, hovever, indicate he completed or settled his appremticeship
cuccessfully. .

(Mr. Bradford) was a very sober diligent man. I served upwards
of eight years with him and in 1726 carried about the first
news-papers that were printed im the city. The Art was in such
wretched disrepute there, that tho' he had apprentices or ser-
vents constantly he never had One in all his time but what he
was obliged to take the lowest peocple: Not one of substance
would ever put their sorms to such an Art; and was te this perhaps
owing that 1 beceasie one: In all this time he naver brought up
but one besides my self, that could ever follow the Business,
vhich was the late Mr. Zenger.’

Parker then served as a Jjourneysan under Benjemin Franklin and, with
Freaklin‘e financial support, returned to New York im 1741/42 and es-
tablished New York's third newspaper the New York Yeekly PcstaBol in

January 1?#2/%3.8 With the expiration of Bradford's paper oa November

19, 1744, Parker incorporated his former master's newepaper titles

Parker®s publication then became the New-York Gazette, revived im the

his Temperance was exceedingly comspicuous . . ." indicating the good
terme which had existed between them.

6 Bradford sdvertised Parker's time for sale in the New York
Gazette, April, 1733. The runaway ad appeared in the same paper Hay 21,
1753, describing Parker as being “of a fresh Complexion, with short
yellowish Hair.' HNelson, "Some New Jersey Printers," 18.

7?arker. “A Letter to a Gentleman in the City of New York, Kov, 24

1759," us reprinted by McAnear in "Parker v8, New York Province 323.
8Ben3amin Franklin and James Parker, "Articles of Agreemant9

Feb, 20, 1741(2)," The Papers of Benjamin Franklin, ed. Leonard Lebaree

(New Haven, l959-date7' 1L, 2. Frankiin provided press, type and ma~

teriais to estedblish Parker in N, Y,; they divided current costs and

profits 2/3 for Parker, 1/3 for Franklin for six years.
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Heekly Post-Boy.g Acquiring the post of New York's governmental printer

December 1, 1743, his newspaper flauriéhing, Parker became the city's
leading printerolo

On July 30, 1951, with the purchase of the old Zenger press, Parker
initiated a series of éteps vhich were to lead to the establishment of
the Weodbridge prees.ll His original intent was to sell the press to a
former journeyman, william Weyman, in Lendon at the time seeking finane

cial helpet2

Another of his jourmeymen, Hugh Gaine, upset that Parker
‘had not offered the press to him, left Parker and established a competi-

tive press in the city.}B As Parker related, "I then thought hiﬁ EWeymaq]

9Th@ title underwent several changes. From 1747 until 1753 it
wag the New-York QGazette, revived in the Yeekly Post-lUoy; from 1753 te
1759, The KNew York Gazeite: or, ﬁﬁgmweak;Z rost=goys samuel Parker,
1759-1760, acded his name to difierentiate it irom Weyman's paper; Jokn
Bib;igﬁganhv 9-60, substituted a semi-colen for tha colen im the title; the
T, 6355-63%8. s restored by Parker in 1766, Clarence(s. Brigham, History and
Bibliography of American Newspapers, 1690-1820 (Worcester, Mass., 1947),
T, o3ei
Y0rnomes, History of Printing in Am., I, 188, calls Parker in
1754k ¥“the principal pfgﬁier at liew York" amd Ibid., 302, says Parker and
VYeyman “in ¢the various branches of their profession had more busineas
. than any other primters in the city."

llJohn Paul Zenger had printed in Haryland from 1720 until 1722
and in N. Y, from 1723 to 1746, publishing the New York Weekly Journal
from 1733 to 1746 which was continued by his féﬁif& until 1751, Parker
purchased the press at the sale of the estate of John Zenger, stepson
of John P., by suction on July 30, 1751. Brighem, Bibliocgraphy, I, 504,
Osward, Printing in Americas, p. 192, is mistaken in saying the press was

sent to New Haven,

IZParker'a partnership with Weynisn described by him in a broad-
side "An Appeal to the Publick" published in Hew York on Feb. 23, 1759,
the broadside is contained in McAnear's study ''James Parker vs. Weyman."

13Gaine established The New York Mercury on Aug. 3, 1752. A
Scotch-Irishman from BelTast he Rad come to N.Y. in 1745 “without basket
or burden' and had besn hired by Parker for $#1.25/vwk and board. Paul L.
Ford, ed., The Journals of Hugh Caine (N.Y.,.1902), I, 3-4, In July,
1751, Parker had set up Gaine's brother as storekeeper.in Woodbridge in
& shop which he had inherited there from his father., By Feb., 1752,
Parker had "advice from Woodbridge of Gaine's Brother turning out a Sot"




. 24
up with Zenger's Press separate would be of no avail, but that as this

BEouse at Woodbridge was now empty, and my health much impaired by fa-
tigue, ig Yeyman would take my Materisls on the same c@nditiohs and
manner ss Mr. Hall hed teken Mr. Franklin's at Philadeiphia, I would
take Zenger's Press and Types to YWoodbridge, where I should have a
chance of some other work."lk
Weyman, returning from England, agreed to these plans and partner-
ship articles were drawn up and dated January 1, 1753. The anncuncement

appeared in the first iesues of The New York Gazette or, Weekly Post-Boy

. for 1753 that "%aié papsr is to be carried on for the future by Wiliiam
Veyman in comjunction with_the former publiahere"ls YWeyman, however,
delayed the signing of the agreement for almost a yesr and Parker re-
tained control of the printing house., Late in 1753, Weyman signed amnd
Parker “regigned entirely to his managoment and as it was inconsistent
éith Reason to have two Masters on the Spot, I left him to ccmman&s"ls
Parker's initisl problqms with Weymen were to continue throughout
their partnership. The dissolution of their contract would initiate
another series of events that were partially responsible for the dis-

continuance of The New American Magazine,

In 175k, feeling his New York responsibilities had been delegated

and turned him out, losing LU0 of his original k100 investment and Hugh
Gaine's friendship, MNcAnear, "Parker vs. Weyman," 3-5,

luParkerg "An Appeal to the Publick," as cited in McAnear,
Parker vs. Weyman," 5-6; the 1748 Franklin/Hgll contract provided that
Franklin | supply press and type and divide the cost of paper and shep
supplies; Hall was to bear all other costs and the profits were to be
evenly divided. HcAnear, Ibid., 5-6n.

NtG or, ¥PB, No, 518 (January 1, 1753), p. 1.
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into capable hands, Parker moved to New Jersey and petitipned the gover-

nor, Jonathan Belcher, for the position of official gov@rﬁment printer.
Belcher, hoéever, wrpte to the curreat printer, William Bradford of
Philadelphia, promising him the position as long as he wanted it.17
Parker lacked the security of a contract with the Colony until the fall
of 1758 vhen a new governor and Bradford‘s slowness fimally won him the
post.lg |

Frustrated in this attempt to guarantee a substantial amount of
w;rk for his new press, Parker allowed his attention to be diverted &ur~
ing his first years at Woodbridge by the assumption of several major
‘responsibilities. As a favor to Benjamin Franklin, he undertook the es«

tablishment of a press at New Haven, Connecticut, and begsn that célcﬁy’s '

first newspaper The Connecticut Gazette., Parker spent the end of 1754

end at lesst the second half of 1755 in Connecticut establishing the
printing office and é partnership with John Holt, brotherein<law of
Postmaster Genersal William Hunter.19
In September, 1854, Parker received a commission as pcstmaster_ét
Woodbridge and, the following year, one as posimaster at New Haven. In
1757, upor Williem Franklin's departure to England with his father,

Parker became Comptroller of the General Post Offices in British North -

17 onathan Belcher to William Bradford II, Oct. 29, 1754,
“lLetters from James Parker to Benjamin Franklin," ed, Ford, 191.

laParker was appointed "Government Printer" by the Assembly on
Sept. 26, 1758, end "King's Printer" for New Jersey om Sept. 9, 1762,
holding this position until his death: Nelson, "Some New Jersey
Printers," 19. ' i

19 .
Thomas, History of Printing in Am., I, 188-189; Papers of
Franklin, ed. Labarea, V. 82, 108-109. ’ -



America.zo Administering in Franklin and Hunter's absence but with

their guidance,; Parker increased the pocstal revenues from an annual
deficit of b 238 to an annual surplus averaging b 40‘7.21

Franklin consistently displayed great trust in Parker's abilities
and character. In his fapers and correspondence heAreferred to him as
Y}My good friend," *'a very hqnest punctual Man," '“sober, picus and cone-
scientious." He charged Parker with the responsibility of auditing the
accounts of his Philadelphia partnership with David Hall in his absen-
‘ces.aa

In the village of Woodbridge, Parker became a captain of the horse
of the local militia, ﬁe was active in ehelépiscbpal churc@ and gained
a reapect from his community that was to result iﬁ‘his later appointment

a3 a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for Middlesex Coamty.23

ZOBa Franklin snd W, Hunter, ""Commission to James Parker as Deputy
Postmaster at Woodbridge, Sept. 13, 1754," ms. at N.J.H.S.; Franklin,
“Commission to James Parker as Cemptroller of Post Offices in British
North America, Apr. 22, 1757," Papers of Prenklin, ed, Labaree, VII,
191-198, 4s comptroller, Parker reviewed all quarterly accounts from
locsl poatmasters, receiving a 7Y% commission on money collected, Dur-
ing Franklin and Hunter's absence from the colonies; he held their
‘ypower of appointment and authority.

2100mpiled from figures cited by Wesley E. Rich, The History of
the‘%niﬁed States Post Office to the Year 1829 (Cambriﬁzg;ﬂﬁasgf%‘T§2k),
Pe 37.

°2u4411 of Benjamin Franklin, April 28, 1757," Papers of Franklin,
ed. Lebaree, VII, 203; “Franklin to Jane Mecom, June 2, L1748," ?agérs,
III, 301,302; "Franklin to William Strzhan, July 29, 1747, Papers, LII,
1653 dgscussion of Parker's auditing of Franklin/Hall accounts, ?agers,
X111, 87-99. '

23Perker, son of Presbyterians, probably became member of Episcopa=
lian Church as apprentice under Bradford, a vestryman of Trinity Church
in N.Y,, and to please N.Y. government officials; his activities as cap-
tain of the horse related in description of ceremonies surrounding Gov.
Boone's arrival in N.J. (The New York Mercury, July 14, 1760, as cited
in N.J, Archives, ed., W, Nelson, lst series (Paterson, N.J.,1898), XX,
150) and having an ox roasted and rolling out hogsheads of Cyder for his
Company (§E§.2£°.E2§' No. 880 Nov. 12, 1759 'y, p. 3); he was appointed
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Throughout the period, Parker meintained an intereséin the activi-
ties of his New York press although he left the bookkeeping, to his la-
ter regret; entirely in the hands of VWeyman., ﬁarker consistently re-
vealed & desire to keep free of involvement in political issues, fear=
ing the loss of subscribers, the loss of his government contract, or a
potential trial’for_seditious libel., It was with relief that he had
disassocisated himself from the spirited trio that had edited the essay

journals, The Independent Reflector, The Occasional Reverberator, and

John Englishman.zu When an article appearing in the New York newspaper

was considered libel and Parker was arrested, he was always quick to
.apologize and reveal the name of the author.zs Only when his prcfits
were threatened as with New York's stamp tax on newspapers did he seem
to take & firm stand.as One receives the impression of a pragmatic
businessman. As his partnerships failed and his gout worsened, Parker's
letters assume a querulous, self-pitying tone; yet, he remained until

his death honest and fair in his dealings.

Judge of the Court of Common Plees for Middlesex County, June 2, 1764,
(lelson, "'Some New Jersey Printers:. . o 20) and compiled and published
a guide for Justices of the Peace, Conductor Generalis, in that year.
ahThe preface to the compilation of The Independent Reflector come
plains that '""thro' the irresolution or corruption of the printer and his
various devices to embarass the Reflector, that paper was not continued
beyond the fourth number." as cited by Ford, ed., Journals cf Hugh Gaine,
I, b; Parker's efforts to disassociate himself are described by Hilton
Klaine ed., The Independent Reflector (Cambridge, Mass., 1963), p. 335.

2Sparker clashed with the New York Assembly in 1747, 1752, 1756 and.
1770. His political troubles are related by Victor H. Paltsits in the
Litérary Collector, VI, No. 4 (Nov., 1903).

6McAnear, "Parker‘zg. New York Province," 321-330,

o
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Parker's printing skills were judged by Isaish Thomas, the contem=

porary historian of America's early pfésses, to be greater than those
of Bradford or Franklinoa7

B& 1757 Parker seemed able to devote a greétar amount of hie time
to the Woodbridge press. He had issued two publicatians in 1754, three
in 1755 and seven in 1756, In the spring of 1757 he printed the first
New Jersey imprints of a non-governmental nature, a broadside advertise
ing & lottery and reprinted sermonszs
’ Parker realized that he must find some work to keep his press busy
in supplemsnt to the uncertain and seasonal governméntal business, In
a 1759 petition he claimed that a printer in New York could mnot earn a
1living unless he printed a newspaperaag There wére several reasons,
hovwever, why establishing a newspaper in New Jersey was not feasible.
The success of a paper depended on the freshness of the news vwhich it
printed. WYoodbridge and its neighbor Per%hAAmbay could not hepe to
gein intelligence before the major ports of New York and Philadelphia.

Furthermore, a Woodbridge paper would be competing against Perker's own

- New=York Gazette; or, Weekly Post-Boy, one fourth of whose circulation

vas in New Jersey.Bo

2’homas, History of Printing in Am., I, 315,

ESScheme of a lottery erccted, and to be drawn on Biles Island,
Intended to Convert into money, an improved tract of iand of Peter

Gordon's, Esg. in Riddlesex Uownty in ileW Jerssy. . o . hew Jereey,

June 287 1757, and A Serious Gall from the Uity to the County. 4o join
with them in this Critical JULCLUre, inl Setting aparc some time Tor
Bolemn seeking Of (704, Viz. Irom seven to eight in Che WOrning ol every
Tord's Tay and of every Wednendsy. Recommended by the Synod of New Jork,
the Rev. Mr. David Bostwick Hoderator . . .Woodbridge in New Jersey:
Re-printed by J. Parker in MHay, 1757. ’

zgﬁcAnear, "Parkef.xg. New York Province," 323-327,

3oParker stated that one-fourth of his subseribers lived in N.J.,
one"fourth in COM., NYG 23;9 WB’ No. 716 (Oct. “’ 1756)’ Pe 3.




A magazine which emphasized less ephemeral matters than news seemed
to be the perfect periodical form, The literary content coculd attract
end satisfy both the New York-oriented East Jerseyans and the Philadel-
phia=-oriented West Jerseyanse. |

From May 12 until May 23, 1757, Benjamin Franklin and his family
stayed with the Parkers.”. Letters by William Franklin describe pleas-
ant days of trips to the Passaic Falls, Newark and the Schuyler copper
mines and evening of dimmers with the colony's governor.32 On his wvay
to England ss a colonial agent, Franklin must have taken an interest ia
. his protege's newest enﬁerprise and offered suggestions for its success.
Frenklin often sent Parker material and suggestions., Indeed, a letter
to his wife just after ﬁhis'visit instructs her to send certain of his
books to Parker. > Franklin had just left Philadelphia which was abuzz

with plane for the American Magszine to be begun by Franklin's competi-

tor, Bradford, that October. The proposed magazine seemed to be at-~

34

tracting wide support. ¥as The Now American Mapazine first prompted

by a suggestion of Franklin's? Such & question can only be left teo

speculation for little of the correspondence between Parker and Franklin

during this period survives,Bs

31Papers of Franklin, ed. Labaree, VII, 2ién,

3aLetters of William Franklin to Elizabeth Graeme as cited by Simon
Gratz in “Some Materials for a biography of Mrs. Elizabeth Fergussen,
nee Graene,'" PMHB, XXXIX, No. 3 (July, 1915), 262-3, On May 16, 1757,
young Franklin wrote of New Jersey that he had not "the least idea that
views 80 agreeably enchanting were to be met in America." -

35”3 Franklin to Deborah Franklin, May 27, 1757, Papers of Franklin,
ed, Labazee VII, 219.

thyon N, Richardson, A History of Early American Magazines, (N. ch
1931) pp. 105, 122, ]

> Labaree, ed., Papers of Franklin, VII, 197n.
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The first proposals for The New American Magazine wefo written in
Auguétg 1757, and were probably the result of a summer of plaaning on
the part of’Parker snd Nevill. To these planning sessions, Parker
brought a wealth of contributions. BHis connections through his family,
fellow tradesmen, the postal system and the custemers of his printshop
provided & network of contacts which covered the colonies and included
some of their most active literary figures. Parker was able to boast
of extensive publication experience, including four magazines, and
récognized printing skill. Besides printing equipment, he had at his
disposal the distribution, subscription end newas-collecting services of

.the post riders.
ii. Samuel Nevill

Nevill's qualifications seemed to complement those of Parker.
Nevill brought to the magazine editorial knowledge gained in his
London career, American publication experience, a familisrity with

English belles-letres, and the temperament to avoid the political con-

troversies which had caused Parker so much distress with his previoué
editors.

After twenty years' residence in the American colenies, Nevill had’
established himself as one of the Jersies' best known and most respected
figures. He had settled in Perth Amboy in 1736 after crossing the ocean
to clainm a sizeable land inheritance from his sister Sarah. The eldest

son of John and Mary Nevill of Stratford,ABngland, Samuel Nevill hsad

received what was termed a "liberal' education and had‘begun a success-

ful career in Jjournalism in London., Between November 301 1730, and

September 30, 1736, his name had appeared as the editor of The London

Evening Post. 0
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Most bilographers have ascribed the editorship of the London Morne
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His sister Sarah had married one of New Jersey's iargest landholders
in a London ceremony of October 23, 1723.57 Her husband, Peter Sonmans,
waspbunfortunatelye also one of New Jersey's greatest scoundrels.

Peter Sonmans had inherited five-and-a-quarter shares of the
twenty~four into which East Jersey was divided from his father, Arent
Sonmans, a Dutch Friend and an associate of William Penn.38 The elder
Sonmans had fled to East Lothar, Scotlasnd, in the 1630'3 to escape poli-
tical persecution in his own country only to meet with a mysterious
death at the hsnds of a highwayman in 1683.39

Peter Sonmans settled in the colonies in 1686 and became 80 ine-

volved in the corruptiorn surrounding the first royal governor, Lord

ing Pest to Nevill. That paper, widely read during the Am. Revolutionm,
was not begun until Nov, 2, 1772. Lucyle Werkmelster, The London Paily
Press, 1772-1792 (Lincoln, Neb., 1963), p. 19. Only Thomas, History Of
Printing, 1i, 129 and McMurtrie, History of Printing in U.S., 1, 229,
correctly cite the Londen Evening Post. The catalog of the collections
of the Univ. of Texas show Hevilil specified as printer [[i.e., editor]

in the colophon in the no.s after No. 453 (11/5/1730) through No. 1384
(9/30/1736) with R, Nutt as publisher. Powell Stewart, British Newsg=-
papere and Periedicals, 1632-1800; a descrivtive catalopgue of a collec=
ticn at the University of dexss, (Austin, 1G50) ppe 70=/le H. Ko Flomer,
et al., in A Lictionary of the Printers snd Bocksellers whe were at work
in Enpgland, Scotiand, and Irelsnd irom 13%??35311?75, (Oxford, Eng., 1932),
Ppe 158, 184, 1ists Nevill as printer { i.e., editor_ in London in Old
Bailey near Ludgate in 1735 and cites his imprint c¢n The Daily Post (ano-
ther newspaper published by Richard Nutt) in 1732 and feb, 15, 1755, In
the Diction of National Biography, ed. Sir L. Stephen and Sir S. Lee
(London, l@uQ%{“ffTT. 274=275 it is related that Nutt started the Londen
Evening Post in 1727 which, for a time, cutdistanced all daily rivals. fe
purchased the Daily Post in 1732, He published these in partnership with
John Meres from 1737 until 1761, and then alone until his death im 1780,

37Miltan Rubincam, "The Strange Case of Peter Sonmans,' Proceedings
-O‘E N.JOHOSG' LVII' NO. L‘ (Oct., 1962)’ ppo 397-3990

38John E. Pomfret, The Province of East Jersey, 1609-1702 (Princeton,
1962), pp. 397-399. v - )

39Field, Provincial Courts, pp. 84-85; Rﬁbincam,"The Strange Case of

Peter Sonmans,” p. 256; whitenead, Contributions to Early History of Perth
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Cornbury, that, with Cormbury's recall, he was forced to flee the

colony himself in 1714, The reform governor Robert Hunter Morris
reported on Sonmans to the Board of Trade on August 13, 1715: "He is
indeed cne of éhe'most femous men in these parts and his life and cone
ducf are too foul to be the subject of any letter which your Lordships
are to read.™

Soon after his marriage to young Sarah Nevill, Soémans returned to
the colonies and picked up his o0ld ways until his death on March 26,
1734, By a will dfawn up in 1724 in London, Sarah inherited "all real
.estate in Europe, or in New Jersey in America.'" She married again but
soon followed her seconé husband Christopher Gildermeister to the grave,
dying on December 1, 1735, at age 36,u1

A younger brother John, who arrived in the colonies prior to
January, 1734, began preliminary settlement of the estate.ua Samuel
jbined John in 1736, but it was not until 1745 that they could success=
fully untangle the claims of Sonman's illegitimate son and his sisters'

families,43 Writing to the New Jersey lawyer James Alexander im 1747

4oRob@rt Hunter Morris to Lords of Trade, Aug. 13, 1715, Cal.

State Papers, 1715-15, p. 268 as cited by Rubincam,''The Strange Case
of Peter Sonmans,'' 246,

“lSonmans‘ obituary appeared in The -American Weekly Mercury for
March 28=-April 11, 1734, re-printed in N.J. Archives, ed. W, Nelson, 1lst
Series, (Somerville, N.J., 1913), XXX, 44dJ. Appointment of administra-
tor for the estate of Sarah Gildma(e)ster, widow, on Feb., 20, 1735/6,
and Christopher Gildermaester of Perth Amboy on Dec. 5, 1735, appear
Ibid., 290. Nelson in N.J. Archives,1lst Series,XI, 469n says Sarah
married Gildemaester in Septe, 17653 he died in November and she in
December of the same year,

kaJohn Nevill was in New Jersey by Jan., 1735 when he received the
original will of Peter Sonmans from Lawrence Smyth on behalf of his
sister, N.J. Archives, ed. Honeyman, lst Series, XXX, 448,

, hsmotice of initial settlement of ¢the estate appeared in The New
England Weekly Journal, No. 480 (June 15, 1736) as cited in N. J Ar-
chives, ed. Nelson, 1est Series, XI, 469-470., Sonmans had two sisters,




Nevill revealed his feelings regarding his brotherﬂinula%'s character:
I have made a peaceful end with the ggg§¢ and heartily Qish it had
been done éame years ago. Had my unhappy brother Sonmans labered for
peace and good neighborhood as much as I de, I should not have these
difficulties to struggle withe“uu

Nevill's inheritance enabled him to devote himself to a career of
public service. He became a membef of the Board of Proprietors of East
Jersey in 1739o45 In 1743 he was electeé es a member of the colony's
Génerml Aﬂsembly.kg He was to be & member of the Assembly from the
Thirteenth through the seventeenéh Assemblies (1743-1751) and in %he
‘Nineteenth snd part of the Twentieth Assemblies (175#-1?62),“7 He was
elected Spsaker oglthat house for twenty of the forty-five sittings in

L8

which he served.

Nevill's election as Speaker in 174k, upon his secend meeting with

Rachel, m, Joseph Ormsten, and Joanna, w. Joseph Wright, He refused to
ghare his inheritance with them until settlement om Feb, 2, 1717/18 by
an Order in Council, Whitehead, Contributions te Early History of Perth
4Lmhoy, p. 76. Sonmans' illegitimate son, LT, Peter SONmMans, Gied withe
out %eira in Philadelphia in 1776, Rubincam, "The Strange Case of Peter
Sonmans* 251.

bk,

“Nevill to James Alexander" as cited by Rubincam, Ibid., 249=250.

usEdgar Fisher, New Jersey as a Royal Provinceg 1738-1776 (NoYo.
1911), p. 174,

ksﬂ Je Archives, ed. Whitehead, 1st Series, VI, 408,

l*'?Newill repregented Middlesex in the 13v Assembly (Oct., 1743-July,
174k); Perth Amboy in the 14® (Aug,=-Dec., 1744), 15% (April-Oct., 1745),
16% (Feb,, 1746/7-=Dec., 1750/1). He was returned from Middlesex for the
198 (Oct., 1754==Dec,,1760) and 20% (Mar., 1761 until Sept. 25, 1762,
vhen he retired for reasons of health; his seat was assumed by Reune
Runyon)., “Table of the Assemblies," Procesdings of NoJ.HeSey 1st
Series' V No., 1 (J&n., 1850) 20“'23' 58’5%.

8Nevill served as spesker in the 1h®, 1580, 16% (7% and 8% sittings),
178, 19® (19%--21st sittings) and 208 (lst--62 sittings). JIbid.
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the Assembly, was an indication of the trust and respect awarded him by

his fellow legislators. As the Speaker, he had to communicate frequenﬁly
with the governor, the traditional opposition, and;, as he lost his

voting privileges except in cases of tie, he was usually chosen from the
minority partyakg Nevill, although conservative in nature, can not bdbe
firmly pinned with any party labels. His career seemed to be marked by
a concern to prevent encroachment on the privileges oé any branch of the
government., Between 1743 and 1745 he sided with the majority of the
Assembly in opposing the attempts of Governor Lewis Morris to assume dic-
50

. tatorial powers. Two years later Nevill in a speech before the House

chided the same majority so severely for their support of the land riots

that his life and property were threatened.Sl In 1759 he could be found

once more staunchly defending the privileges of the lower house égainst
52

a governor. His beliefs were ocutlined in a reply to Governor Francis

ug}i&mm@rar9 Path to Freedom, p. 39

SOFisher, N.J. as a Royal Province, p. 86.

slThe speech delivered April 26, 1746, appears in N.J. Archives,
ed. Whitehead, lst Series, VI, 323-348, Speeches before the Assembly
were not usually recorded in this period but this survives because it
was printed in the NYG or, WPB on May 19 and 26, 1746, and attached as
an appendix to the Eliznbeth-fown Bill in Chancerv (NQY,, 1747). In
December, 1746, the Scmerset County Jail was broken into and threats
against Nevill's life were heard at this time. In June, 1747, one of
the most serious land riots occurred at Perth Amboy in releasing a
prisorer who had participated in the Somerset break and threats were
again made against Nevill. Nevill's charge to a Grand Jury in Juse,
1747, to find the rioters guilty of treason aggravated the tensicn,
N.J. Archives, ed. Whitehead, 1st Series, VI, 417, 418, 456-462, 468=-470
and N.J, Archives, ed. Hhitehead, 15t Series (Newark, 1883), VII, 215,
The land riots, including Nevill's role in them, are the subject of
Gary Horowitz's unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, "New Jersey Land Riots,
1745=1755," Ohio State University, 1966

o2 In March, 1759, when Speaker Rbt. Lawrence was indisposed, Gov.
F. Bernard recommended election of a temporary speaker. The House voted
- Nevill rmanent spesker and Bernard was finally forced to accept the
election, declaring it did not establish precedent., Fisher, N,J, as a
Royal Province, p. 164. -
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Bernard's parting speech of March 1760: ]

1
As we are truly sensible that the body politic may be dis-
tempered as well as the natural bedy, and that it can only
be kept in order by preserving to the Crown, and the people,
the true and exact constitutional rights of each, we do
assure your excellancy, that we have not the least inclination
to encroach on the known rights of any other branch of the
legislature; and shall steadily and invieclably adhere to the
preservation of the privileges of our house, and liberties
of our constituents; and conscienciously transmit these in-
veluable blessings to our prosperity without dimunition.>>

The strong desire to be impartial and fair rapidly inveolved Nevill
in the judicial branch of the government. By 1746 he was a Judge of
the Court of Common Pleas for Middlesex County. In February, 1748,
 Governor Jonathan Belcher, arriving in the coleony to succeed Lewis
Morris, appointed Nevill as Second Judge of the colony's Supreme (Z:omt"t.szf
That appointment brought strong opposition from Rébert Hunter Morris,
appointed Chief Justice by his father, the former governor. MHorris
attempted to dissuade Nevill from accepting the appointment, telling‘
him that

he was become a tool im the Hands ef a Crafty Manager, whose

intention I plainly saw were to Justifie the Assembly in not

doing any thing against the Rioters, to lay the fault in the
officers and Courts of Justice, and to furnish matters of com=-

Pspeech of Samuel Nevill to Governor Bernard, March 25, 1760,"
NAM, No. 27 (March, 1760), II, 112.

5l’"The jus%iceai:of New Jersey hold quarterly sessions for petty
larcenies, and trifing causes: and the supreme judge, with two assise
tant justices, holds, once & year, a general assize throughout the pro-
vince, of oyer and terminer, and common pleas. He holds also annually
four supreme courts alternately at Amboy and Burlington, of King's
bench, common-pleas and exchequer, The offices of chancellor and vice-:
admiral, are executed by the governor; and the dernier resort is to his
Majesty in council.® Burnaby, Travels, bpp. 72-73. The description is
confirmed by Samuel Smith, Histor of the Colony of Nova-Caesaria, or
New-Jarsey (Burlington, 17655, PP. 500-501,
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plaint against me, That I could not believe he would knowingly

have engaged to act a part in such schemes, but now he was told

of it; I should esteem his acceptance of that office, a declar-

ing himself my Enemy and should govern myself accordingly.b5
Although the hot-headed Morris feared that Nevill's sppointment would
further alienate the land rioters from the courts, his opposition was
also influenced by his hope to discredit Belcher and obtain thé guber~
natorial appointment for himself and a possible resentment of Nevill's
raie in the Assembly which had treated his father so'harshly.56
| For the next sixteen years, however, Nevill was not enly to cafry
vhis responsibilities as Second Judge but also to assume many of the du-
ties bvelonging to Marrié, who was usually out of the colony.57 In 1760
Nevill was forced to judge on the validity of Morris's appéintment "dur-
ing good dehavior' versus a later appointment by the king '"during his
pleasure,” Nevill risked the censure of the home government and over-
locked the opportunity to espite Morris by defending the vaiidity of

his &ppointmentosg

23uR, H. Morris to James Alexander, Feb,, 1748," published in N Node
- Archives, ed., Whitehead, lst Series, VII, 108,

Ssﬁorris's fear that '"it would give a handle to the rioters to cla-
mour' iz presented in '"R. H. Morris and Jsmes Alexander to John Ferdi-
nand Paris, April 2k, 1749," N,J. Archives, ed. Whitehead, lst Series,
VII, 251-259; his hope to replace Belcher is clarified in '""James
Alexander to John F, Paris, May 30, 1749," Ibid, 259-2603; the possibili-
ty of resentment for Nevill's role in an assembly that even refused for
Morriz his salary post~humously is cited by Field, Provincial Courts,

P. 156,

S?ﬁorris was in England 1749-March, 1754; served as Gov. of Pa.,
1754<1756; was in N.J. 1756-0ct. 1757 sitting once in Nov. 1756 and in
March, May and Aug. of 1757; returned to England 1757-1759; returned to
contest Jones' appointment, on bench every sitting but 2 in 1760. "Gov.
Francis Bernard to the Lords of Trade, March 22, 1760," N.J, Archives,
ed. F, Ricord and W. Nelson, lst Series (Newark, 1885) IX, 213-cilt.  Af=
ter January, 1752, Nevill petitioned for and received extra recompense
from the Assembly for performing Morris's duties,

58“Copy of the Minutes of the Supreme Court in the Claims of Hr.



In 1751, Nevill published a compilation of the laws of New Jersey
from 1702, when it had become a royal government, to date.sg With the
completion of this valuable work and fifty-four years of his life, he
expressed his first desire to retire. An adverticeement running in the

New-York Gazette and Weekly Post-Boy from November 6, 1751, until

February 12, 1753, announced:
To be sold by Semuel Nevill of the City of Perth Amboy who
who is determined to leave off the Farming Business and to leave
retired: The Plantation whereon he now liveth in Perth Amboy
and partly in the township of Woodbridge; containing upwards
of 230 acres, upon which i3 a good Dwelling-House, a complete
Dairy-House, with a Spring running thro the same, Wash-House,
Bake-House, and other convenieant Out=Houses, a very good Barn
and Stable and convenient yards for cattle, The land is es-
teemed as good arable and Pasture Land as any in the Township
of YWoodbridge, a great part of it hath never been tilled, and
the rezt little or nothing the worse for Use; there are several
improved spots of HMeadow, well ditch'd and in good Fence, off
of which may be got 4O loads of Hay a year, The whole being
very well watered by a great many living springs; and is
bounded for near half & mile by the River Raritan, and all
along the Front of the Plantation are Beds of very good
oysters, 60

Nevill's version of "to leave retired"” was rather surprising. He con~

tinued ss Second Judge of the Supreme Court and in 1754 he returned to

Morris to resume the office of Chief Justice, 22 March, 1760," N.J.
Archives, ed, Ricord end Nelson, 1st Series, IX, 211-218; Jerome Hedal=
crait, "Judicial Tenure in New Jersey,' The Willism and Mary Quarterly,
3rd Series, XXVIII, No. 1 (Jan., 1971}, 49=63; Donald Kemmerer, HJudges
Goed Behavior.Tenure in Colonial New Jersey," Proceedings of NoJ.HeS.,
LVI, No. 1, (Jan., 1938), pp. 18=30. -

nghe ad for The Acts of the General Assembly of the Province of
New Jersey, from the time oi the surrender of the Government in the
second reigm ol Queen Anmne, to This precent time, being the twentv~fifth

year of the reimn of King George, ithe sacond, this day publiohed,” ap=
peared in the W(G or, WEB, Wo. 516 (Decs 18, 1752), p. 3

6ONevill 's ad ran in the NYG or, WPB, from No. 310 (Nev. 6, 1751),
until No. 524, (Feb. 12, 1753). The ad always ran a postscript as fol=
lows: '""The said Plantation being situated near the HMouth of the River
Raritan, is most commodious for a Merchant, and is capable of the great-
-est Improvement, there being most convenient places for building wharfe
and Storehouses, the Channel of the River running within 8 or 10 Rods
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the Assembly,6l Six years after the announcement of his élans to re=-

tire, he agreed with James Parker to publish The New American Magazine.

Te assume such & responsibility, Nevill must have believed very strong-
1y in the worth and need of such a publicatione |
His determination to publish the magazine is further demonstrated
by the continuation ef his editorship as his other reSponsibilities
seemed to multiply. He was elected Speaker of the Assembly in March,-
1759, embroiling himself in a controversy with Governor Bernard over .
his election and Assembly privileges.éa Morris's return in 1760 and

Nathaniel Jones' arrival to assume his new post as Chief Justice,

forced Nevill to rule on the validity of appointments during good

v

of the Upland; so that Vessels of 4 or 5 Hundred Tons may come up to the
said wharfs and unload; and the River forming there a little Bay or
Harbour, which is Lznd-locked, & Vessel may ride there safe in the
greatest storms. And ss the Publick need not we informed, that a chief
of the Preduce of the Province of New Jersey, comes down said River, and
consequently must pass by this Plantation, in its way to a Market so if
any Merchant should be disposed to settle in this Province, he cannot
fix on a more promising, commodious, beautiful situation. The Title
will be made indisputable, and to the Purchaser's Satisfactiin.' Records
of other iand sales by Nevill exist, a deed (D 365) at the N.J.H.S.
records the conveyance of 117 acres of pine land in Perth Amboy on the
south side of the Raritan River from Nevill and his brother John, of
Barnegate, to Philip Kearny of Perth Amboy on Oct. 23, 1750, The NYG
or, WPB of July 30, 1753, announced that Nevill would sell a house and ,
Tot near the parsonage house in Perth Amboy at publlc vendue on Aug. 18,
1753.

‘61Nevill's wife Anne died 8/22/1755 at age 63. They had no
children and Nevill was buried beside her in St. Peter's Episcopal
Church's yard in Perth Amboy upon his death at age 67 Oct. 27, 176k,
Nevill remarried to Mary Walker of Piscataway. W. N. Jones, The History
of St. Peter's (Perth Amboy, 1924), p. 420. '"A stranger to his blood
‘and family, out of respect to the memory of a man whom he conceived
worthy of a place among the eminent men of ether days recently [c. 184@]
caused the spot where his remains were deposited to be rescued from the
neglect and decay to which time had assigned them.” Barber and Howe,
Historical Collections, p. 4k,

GZFiaher. Provincial Courts, p..163.
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behavier in a difficult court decision in March, 1760.,’63 During the

period of publication he served as thé mayor of Perth Amboy, one of
the two capitals of New Jersey and a port bustling with wartime trade,
troops, and prisoners.sk Finally, Nevill began compillation of a second
volume of the laws of ﬁew Jersey, intended to bring'the first volume to
date. Subscriptions for this were solicited in 1758 and the publica-
tion was originally scbeduled for January, 1759, although it was
postponed until 1761.6S
Nevill had strong reasons to support the magazine's continuation
under such pressures. Some of his reasons are given in the “Proposals"
for the magazine published in the newspapers in §eptember,_l75?. A
‘strong concern for the state of the cultural development of the colo~
nies is evident., The magazine was intended '""to be of great Benefit to
this new-settled country' and would help disperse "the gloomy particles
of ignorance.'' In these proposals, Nevill made his first attempt to
provide an ocutlet for colonial literary talent. Original contributions
vere promised a preference '"out of a peculiar Emulation to satisfy the
Public, that even this New World is not destitute of Learnin§ and

Learned Meno"66 When the magazine ceased ﬁublication it was with concern

63See above, footnote 58,

S#A typical example of Perth Amboy's wartime problems was the
murder of a French prisocner at Matchiponx in the south ward of the city,
The New=-York Mercury, Sept. 1, 1760, reprinted in N.J. Archives, ed.
Nelson, lst Series, XX, 477,

65The proposals, dated Oct. 12, 1758, appeared in The Pennsyl-
venia Gazette, No. 1559 (Nov. 9, 1758) reprinted in N.J. Archives, ed,
Nelson, 1st Geries, XX, 293-296, and in the NAM, No. 12 (Dec., 1758),
on one of the unnumbered wrapper pages. Parker published the work in
Woodbridge in 1761. : .

66Nev111], "Pr0posals " NAM, No. 12, (Dec., 1758), unnumbered
wrapper page.
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of "the Reluctance which seems to prevail in these parts toward acquiring

that Education and Knowledge which is'abeolutely expedient to form the
truly serviceable mana"67
A reading of the magazine and an examination of Nevill's editorial
practices reveals a seéond motivation, Nevill, having reached maturity
in England, held a firm affection for the Mother Country and grasped the
international significance éf the struggle in America between the French
and the British. Ris senses of fairness and responsibility were appalled
_at the apathy of the colonial assemblies toward raising funds to support
the British troops.68 Ee cringed under the pnanswered accusations read

throughout the ceclonies in 1757 in translaticns of a Frenéh memorial -

‘containing the enemy's "view of facts,“sg In the same legalistic style

67Editorial note, NAM, No, 27 (March, 1760), table of contents page.

Gglnfluenced by the Quakers of West Jersey and stalling to gain
pernission to issue bills ef credit, New Jersey refused to draft troops
&end solicited enlistments with bounties that placed an additional drain
on the treasury. On Aug., 20, 1756, with the fall of Oswego, Col., Peter
Schuyler of N.J. and half of his regiment were captured, N.J. Archives
@d. F. Ricord, lst Series, (Newark, 1892), XVII, 63, Jerseymen were
accused of harboring deserting sailors, Ibid., 10+° In Aug. 1757, the
state militia had to be called up to assist in the seiges of Fort Wm.
Eenry and Fort Edwards because the assembly had not provided for the
enlistment of regular troops., On Aug, 12, 1757, the N.J. regiment at
Fort Edwards became priscners of war, under articles not to serve for
18 months, Ibid., 116.

69"This Day is pudlished; price 5 s,, a memorial, containing a
summary view of Facts, with their Authcrities. In answer to the Obser-
vations sent by the English Ministry to the Courts of Europe. Trans-
lated from the French. [ This is the Book in which General Bradford's
Expedition is spoken ofJ ." NYG or, WPB, No. 763 (Sept. 5, 1757), p. 3.
The Memorial containing A Summary Account of Facts written for the
French government by the Duc de Chiseul (Paris, 1756) was translated
and published jeintly by Parker and Hugh Gaine in N, Y, in 1757, pre=-
ceded by a Phila. ed., The Journal of Hugp Gaine, P. L. Ford, ed. (N.Y.,
11902) I, 2L=26.




by
with which he had set out to answer the claims of the land rioters in
f .

New Jersey, Nevill proceeded to defend Britain's claims. %The motto of
the magaziné was to be "Magna est veritas, et prevalebit! - ""Great is
Truth and it will prevail.*"

Nevill's residence in London during the early, impressive success

of the CGentleman's Magazine enabled him to visualize the potential in=-

fluence a popular publication could have. He joined his editorial
experience and desire to elicit support for the French and Indisn War

to Parker's technical skills, equipment and his need for work for nis

press., The result was The New American Macazins.

iii. The Subscribers
Two other groups of individuals were to have an influence upon

The New American Magazine, These were its readers and its contridbuters.

Subscribers to magazines in the eighteenth century thought of them-
selves as patrons of culture. Their support was seolicited through
extensive prepublication proposéls and their "encouragement of the
undertaking" was effusively thanked by the publisher.7o As the maga-
zine carried little or no advertising, the income from subscriptions was
internided to cover the cost of publication and any profits. As the

proprietors of The New American Magazine phrased it "'without these

necessary prqpé the Foundations cannot be supported,“71
On the subscription lists of early magazines appear the names of

the colonies' most distinguished citizens, inscribed on the covers of

3

?OEditorial note, NAM, No. 27 (March, 1760), table of contents

rage.

71Editorial note, NAM, No. 12 (Dec., 1758), table of contents
page. o .



existing copies of The New American Magazine are the némes of David

~

Hall, William Dunlap, Israel and John Pemberton, the Reverend William

Smith, William Logan, and William Byrd.72
Although no general subscriptiom list has survived for The New

American Magazine, we can draw some conclusions from the location of

the subscription offices. Of the nineteen New Jersey offices listed
in the ‘Proposals,' five were in Middlesex County, four in Monmouth,

two each in Essex, Somerset, and Burlington Counties, one each in

‘Gloucester, Salem, Mercer, and Cumberland. There were no subscription-

takers in Morris, Hunterdon, or Cape May. Thirteen of these nineteen
offices were concentrated in the heavily populated, New York-oriented
East Jersey counties.73

The second list of December, 1758, marked an expansion of the New
Jersey offices to include Cape May and Morris counties but Burlington
County was dropped. The July, 1759, list marked further expansion of
the New Jersey offices bringing the total in-colony offices to twenty-
nine and including allicounties but Bergens

The out-of=colony subscriptionwreceivipg offices were regularly
distributed with one each in the ;ities of New York, Philadelphia, New
Baven, Connecticut, Providence, Rhode Island, and Boston. Each of the
subscription agents in these cities were printers; two of them were

74

Parker's partnefs;

723ee Appendix C,

758ee Appendix B.

7u5ee Appendix B.

L2



The subscription receivers all had vocations which would have made
them personal or professional acquaintances of the printer or the editor.
Of the original nineteen Jerseyans, half had some connection as sheriffs,
Justices of the peace, or judges with the judicial braﬁch of the govern-
ment, Seven of them, or thirty-eight per cent, were merchants, many of
whose stores served as local distribution centers for the mail. There
was one lawyer, one tradesman, one doctor, and an innkeepere?s Eleven
of the nineteen were later to solicit subscriptions for Nevill's second
volume of the laws of New Jerseye76

The subscribers to.The New American Magazine seemed to have been

concentrated within the colony of New Jersey, This was New Jersey's
first periocdical, and the large number of individuals receiving sub-

scriptions made it readily available. Although there were no gsubscrip-

tion takers in smaller towns outside of New Jersey, interested subscribers

could write directly to Parker or their regular book Bup?lier. No one
was appointed to receive subscriptions south of Philadelphia, but there
are letters or contributions in the magazine from residents of Virginia,

Marylend, and the Casrolinas.

ive The Contributors
While the magazine's sﬁbscribers were self-conscious in their
support of cultural expression, the authers of its contents were often

‘unwitting, or very modest, contributors.

758ee Appendix B.

76"Proposals for Printing by Subscription a Second Volume of
the Laws of New Jersey,' NAM, No. 12 (Dec., 1758), unnumbered wrapper
page. Also, The Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 1559 (Nov. 9, 1758), re-
.printed in N,J. Archives, ed. Nelson, lst Series, 1I, 293-296.
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~In the manner common to an eighteenth-century magazihe editor,

Nevill clipped essays and poems from a backlog of m&gazinés, newspapers,
pamphlets, and books., Visualizing his periodical as & storehouse of

the best from a multitude of printed materials, the editor felt it-wasl.
his duty merely to locate appropriate material and reprint it. No need
to acknowledge or ask permisSion of the original source was felt, Cita-
tions when printed were vague, ''by Mr. Pope'" or "from a late London
mggazine.“ English magazines specifically mentioned ass sources by

77

Nevill were the Gentleman's Magazine, the London ﬂagazine,78 The

Momitcrg?g The Idlergso-The Tatler,gi The Spectator,82 The

Conoisseur,83 Common Senseggk The Werdggs The Universal Spectator,gs

and The Adventureng87 Newspspers which fell prey éc his scissors

7?&&&, No, 2 (Feb., 1758) ,p. 39 (3 references); No. 5 (May,
1758), p. 120.

7Byp, No. 16 (April, 1759), p. 437.

79NpM, No. b (April, 1758), pp. 73=75; No. 20 (Aug., 1759), pp.
586-87;"No. 23 (Nov., 1759), pp. 685-687.

80y AM, No. 22 (Oct., 1759), pp. 656-657; No. 24 (Dec., 1759)
pp. 739-741. ~

8lyaM, No. 2 (Feb., 1758), pp. 36-37.

8%&@%, No.-l (Jan., 1758), pp. 1=3; No. 2 (Feb., 1758), pp. 25=27.
3w, No. 4 (April, 1758), pp. 75-76.

8%2&&, No. 11 (Nov., 1758), pp. 272-274;
B?EAE,'Noo 5 (May, 1758), pp. 114-116,
8%mM, No. 6 (June, 1758), p. 141.

8?§§§, No. 9 (Sept., 1758), pp. 230-231.



L5
included The Whitehall Evening Post,gsthe Dutch PostoRider,89 The
S0 91

Londen Chronicle, and the Pennsylvania Gazette,

Nevill selected material from some of the eighteenth centuﬁy's
most famous pens and earlier, classical authors, Through The Hew

American Megazine colonials were exposed to nine selections from

92 gk

essays by John Gay,,93 Alexander Pope, 9

9 Young?7 Gay,98

Voltaire; and Edward Young,

and poens by Pope, William Shakespearewgg Henry

Sggéﬁg No. 7 (July, 1758), pp. 169-170,

89an, No. 10 (Oct., 1758), pp. 253-257.

OnaM, No. 14 (Feb., 1759) p. 373p No. 15 (March, 1759), p. 398;
Na. 16 Thpril, 1759), p. 437; No. 20 (Aug., 1759), pp. 607=613; No. 22
(octog 1759)@ Pe 6614‘0 v

yam, No. 13 (Jan., 1759), pp. 324=325.

92NaM, No. 3 (March, 1758), p. 60; No. 6 (June, 1758), pp. 138~
139; No, il (Nov., 1758), pp. 277-280 (2 references), 283-284; No. 17
(May, 1759), pp. 462=463, 470; No. 20 (Aug., 1759) ., pp. 563=564; No. 23
(NOVQQ 1759)9 ppo 683“’685.

Pum, No. 2 (Febe, 1758), pp. 31-32.

YNaM, No. 2 (Feb., 1758), pp. 28-29.

95.%3.,9 Hoa 2k (Decog 1759)' PP- ?47-714'8.

96"0n the Frailty of the World, " NAM, No. 1 (Jan., 1758), p. 15;
"The Wife of Bath," NAM, No. 2 (Feb., 1758), pp. 37-38; "Epitaph on Two
Lovers'" and "The Story of Sir Balaam,'" NAM, No. 3 (March, 1758}, pp.
61-63; "Messiah," NAM, No. 24 (Dec., 1759), pp. 749-751.

BT W Happy. Man," NAM, No. 19 (July, 1759), pp. 546-547; '"Ode
for the New-Year, 1759,' NAM, No. 20 (Aug., 1759), pp. 587-588.

o)
’B"The Jackall, Leopard, and Other Beasts,' NAM, No. 3 {March,
1758), pp. 61-62.

9u5hakespeare Parodied," NAM, No. 13 (Jan., 1759), p. 334 and
No. 17 (May, 1759), pp. 470-4717 .



Fielding, 0 Matthew Prior, O' William Whitehead, 0> Samuel Garth, *>

104 106

Thomas Gray, O’ Thomas Parnell, '’ Joseph Green, °° and William Thomp-

sonq107 Other unknowing contributors included Richard Bradley.log

110 111

Horace Walpole, 0° Captain John Smith, '* Alexander Selkirk,

1i2 11k

John Claytan,113 Patrick Brydone,
116

Cornelius Van Sletten,

Alexander Drummond, > and William Peun.

100
p- 375

10 1"The Vanity of Obtaining Supernatural Knowledge," NAM, No. 1
(Jan., 1758}, p. 13; "On Excessive Drinking," Ibid., p- 157

102yerses Addressed to the People of Britain,' NAM, Ne. 14
(Feb. 1759), pp. 371-372; "Ode for his Majesty's Birthd: hday, Hov. 1758,"
NAM, No. 19 (July, 1759), p. 546; "Ode for the New Year, 1759," NAM,
No. 20 (Augo, 1759), pp. 587-588.

“Letter to Sir Robert Walpole," NAM, No, 14 (Feb., 1759),

103 Honour," NAM, No. 1 (Jan., 1758), p. 13.

10%u0ge" [ "The Bard"J , NAM, No. 15 (March, 1759), pp. 4Oh-bo6
had been submitied in manuscript ferm as possibly unpubl., but had been
publ. in Londen, Aug. 1757. e

105“1 Pass with Melancoly State," NAM, No. 16 (April, 1759), p.‘437.

lOS"Poet's Lamentation for the Loss of his Favourite Cat ' NAM
No. 9 (Septog 1758), Pe 234

107 Chapter VI of St. Matthew, paraphrased,” NM, No. 14 (Feb.,
1759), p. 372.

108yaM, Nos. 2 and 3 (Feb.-March, 1758), pp. 27-28, 54=56.

logNAM, No. 24 (Dec., 1759), pp. 735-736.

MONaM, No. 181 (June, 1759), pp. 471-481,

1N, No. 14 (Feba, 1759), pp. 359-362.
12NaM, No. 13 (Jan., 1759), pp. 335-340.
N, No. 14 (Feb., 1759), pp. 366-368.

MM, No. 15 (March, 1759), pp. 400-403.

HiaM, No. 17 (May, 1759), pp. 460-462.

M, Nou 22 (0ct., 1759), pp. 641-646
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English editors had learned during the 1740's that original essays,
such as the spoofs on Parliament by Samuel Johnson which appeared in

the Gentlemen's Magazine, often became leading attractions, >’/ Nevill

might have observed also the healthy subscription list which rewarded

the large amount of original material which William Smith included in
118

the contemporary Philadelphia journal, the American Magazine. For

these reasons and to encourage colonial cultural groéth, Nevill made
several attempts to solicit original material. With the exception of
poets, these solicitations seemed to fall on deaf ears. Indeed, the

major talent which Nevill uncovered might have been himself. His most

significant contribution was the continuing book feature, The History

of the Continent of North America, but his editorial efforts are

visible throughout the msgazine end are especially evident in the

compilation and commentary of "The Historical Chromicle" section.llg

Only one of the three essay series appearing in the magazine was
original in content. This was 'The Occasional Writer' submitted by
YPublicola,' a merchant of Philadelphia who had travelled widely and

120

‘'wished to share his observations on life. There wére several indi-

117Richardscn, Early American Magazines, p. 1ll.
118

Ibid.g ppo 101"’*’1230

119Nev111's "careful editing" is acknowledged by Nelson, ''Some
New Jersey Printers . . .," 21, and Richardson, Early American Maga-
zines, p. 125. Richardsoa, p. 127, believed that the ''History"
prolonged general readers' interest in the magazine

laoThe series was numbered 1 to 21, Nos, 7 and 15 were not pub-
lished., It appeared in the following issues of NAM: No. 1 (Jan.,
1758), pp. 10-11; No. 3 (March, 1758), pp. 52=543 No. 5 (May, 1758)
pp. 113-11k; No. 6 (June, 1758), pp. 137-138:. No. 8 (Aug., 1758), pp.
197-198; No. 9 (Sept., 1758), pp. 229-230; No, 10 (Oct., 1758), pp.
251-252; No. 11 (Nov., 1758), pp. 274-277; No. 12 (Dec., 1758), pp.
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vidual essays and letters contributed. Readers reported on comets and

121 “Philo-Patria! voiced concern over the loss of New

Jersey’'s trade to the ports of New York and Philadelphialaa

hailstorms.
and '"B, C.
Caesaria" hopeé to encourage industry and achieve a balance of trade
through the use of homespun fabric.123 Sometimes a contribution by one

author séarked gequels, denials and so forth for several issues.lzk

357-358; No. 15 (March, 1759), pp. 390-392: No. 16 (April, 1759), pp.
430-432; No. 17 (May, 1759), pp. 466=467; No. 18 (June, 1759), p. 501;
No. 19 (July, 1759), pp. 534<536; No. 22 (Octa., 1759}, pp. 657-659;
No. 23 (Nov., 1759, pp. 681-683; No. 24 (Dec. 1759), pp. 745=-747; No.
26 (Feb,, 1760), 1I, 50-52; and No. 27 (March, 1760), II, 101~103,

' Pubicola's first essays dealt with marriage, public roads, the
poor and titles of honor. From No. 8 (Aug. 1758) on, he submitted "a
series of judicious cbservations taken from the best authors,” (p. 19?)
entries from his commonplace book. .

121"An eseay on some remarkable phenomena in the late earthquake,'
NAM, Nos. 6=8 (June-Aug., 1758), pp. 134=136, 160-16k, 191-195; "Obser=-
vations on the late comet,' NAM, No. 18 (June, 1759), p. 517; "Letter
from L, H., Burlingtono May 25, 1758, to the author of the NaM (re:
hailstorm)." No. 6 (June, 1758), p. 127.

122

"Benefits arising from Trade,'" NAM, No. 3 (March, 1758), pp.
50"52.

123“A Penny saved is a Penny got,'" NAM, No. 7 (July, 1758), pp.
157-160,

lzaFor example, the sad history of Lucinda followed such a

course in NAM, No.. 3 = 9 (March-Sept., 1758), pp. 58-59, 116, 167-168,
200, 2235302

Other original essays and letters published in the NAM were '"Letter
from Agricola," No. 1 (Jan., 1758), p. 3; "An Indian Piece," No. 3
(March, 1758), pp. 49-50; "Letter from Philader," No. 12 (Dec., 1758),
Pp. 298-299; "A Country Farmer on the late proceedings between the
English and the Indians," No. 13 (Feb., 1759), pp. 362-264 continued
in '"Discourse between Ponderous and Pertinex," No. 16 (April, 1759),
pp. 432-433: "Electrical Experiments, a controversy carried from the
Am. Mag., Phila., Jan., 1758," No. 16 (april, 1759), pp. 422-425; "Some
Reflections on a May-Day Horning.” No. 181 (June, 1759), pp. 481-@85,
"Letter to S. A. from Philathroposi of Md. introducing 'A History of the:
‘epidemical diseases in Dorcester Co., Md., from 1757 to Present,'" No. 20
(Aug., 1759), pp. 564, S564-569 and No. 26 (Feb., 1760), II, 47-50; -
"Letter from M.S. of Lebanon, Hunterdon Co.," No. 22 (Oct.. 1759), p. 665;
"Letter from Lawrence McNemara to son who committed suicide in Burlington



Lg
Colonial literary expression seemed most comfortable taking the

form of poetry. The American poets sent in their work under pseudonyms.

Some, such as Nathaniel Evans,125 James Lyonsgl26 Joseph Shippeng127

and Anne Boudinot,leg'can'be identified because they achieved a small

amount of later recognifion. Others, such as '"Martius Scribblerus of
Lebanon, Hunterdon County," or "Ree=-- in Berks Co., Pa.' have kept

their identities a seéret.lzg

and son's suicide note," No. 24 (Dec., 1759), pp. 736=737; and, "A
Short Account of the rise and state of the College, in the Province of
New=Jersey, in America,' No. 27 (March, 1760), II, 103=105.

125 € Nathaniel Evans , A Panegyric Ode, on the Late General
Wolfe, on the Taking of Quebec," NAM, No. 27 (March, 1760), 1II, 105-106.

12 6Nelson identified James Lyon as author of "Louisbourg Taken:
An Ode," NAM, NO, 21 (Sept., 1759), pp. 621-622 because the note intro=-
ducing it is signed Al === 5 (i.e., Alumnus) and the poem is signed
*Nassovian.! Lyon was a graduate of Nassau Hall [ Princeton] . N.J.
Archives, ed. Nelson, lst Series, XX, 383n.

If Nelson is correct, poems 81gned by '"Fil. Nass. Al --- 5 of
East Jersey (sister? son? daughter? of Nassau Alumnus) might also be
Lyon's. These were "A Night Piece," NAM, No. 13 (Jan., 1759), p. 3323
“The Solemn Pensive,” NAM, No. 15 (March, 1759), pp. 406-407; and "True
Politeness,' NAM, No. 17 (May, 1759), pp. 467-468. Richardson assumes
-“Fil, Nass Al --= s" was female, Early American Magazines, 132n.

Another Lyons work might be "From an English oration that was in-
tended to have been pronounced at the late commencement of New=Jersey
College," NAM, No. 2k (Dec., 1759), p. 753.

127 [- Joseph Shippen’] , “"The Glooms of Ligonier," Ibid., p. 106.

128 [ Anne Bradstreet] , "To the Hon Peter Schuyler, lately pre-
sented to him at Prince-Town, by & young lady," NAM, No. 1 (Jan., 1758},
p. 16. Nelson identified the poetress and cites prior printing by Hugh
Gaine in The New-York Mercury of Jan. 9, 1758. N.J. Archives, ed.
Nelson, lst Series, XX, 169n. :

129Works by '"Martius Scribblerus of Lebanon, Hunterdon Co.," were
"A poem inscribed to Gov. F. Bernard occasioned by some differing senti-
ments observed among Indian savages in one of the late treaties at
Easton,' NAM, No. 22 (Oct., 1759), pp. 665=667; "A Loyal Prayer, An
Ode." Ibld,, pp. 667-668; "An Ode,'" No. 23 (Nov., 1759), pp. 690-692
"The Maonlight Night," Ibid., pp. 692-693; "Tragedy of Esther," No. 2k



Although énonymous. the American poets were anxious to have their
works published, as "victims of the scribbling fever" an& to prove that

talent existed in the colonies. The New American Magazine appeared at

a time when the newspapers were too full of war news to give them the>‘
encouragement of publication..

The New American Magazine was founded to satisfy a variety of needs.

James Parker wished to employ his Woodbridge press; Samuel Nevill hoped
tp stimulate the cultural growth of the colonies, and alsc, the growth
of patrioctic support of the war; the subscribers prided themselves on
being patrons of culture; and the contributors turned to the magazine
a3 @n outlet for their literary efforts. When these needs had been

met or could be answered more satisfactorily by other means, the

support for The New American Magazine would cease.

(Dec., 1759), pp. 752-753. _
"Re=w== in Berks Co., Pa.' submitted "The Convert's Soliloquy,'" KAM,
No. 10 (Oct., 1758), p. 258. :



CHAPTER III: THE CONTENTS OF THE NEW AMERICAN MAGAZINE

The proposals for The New American Magazine presented a rough out-

line of its intended content. The first half of the periodical was to
be devoted to a history of North America from its earliest exploration
and settlement. Paged separately from the body of the magazine, it
:Qas planned that the history could later be bound by subscribers as a
separate volume. The second half of the periodical was to'be a collec~
tion of “amusements and essays' dealing with a rainbow of topics range
ing from politics to poetry, agricultural advice to current events.l

In practice the distribution of the magazine‘s fifty-twe pages
was much more rigidly determined than this early description indicated.
Buring its first year of publication, the magazi;e generally included
sixteen pages of the "History of North America," eight pages of another
bock serial, "The Traveller' by Thomas Gage, twelve pages of the essay
section "Honthly Miscellany," four pages of "Poeticel Essays," seven
pages of current events in the "Historical Chrenicle,' and one page of
"Meteorological Observations in Philadelphia during the Past Month."
During the second year, the publishers reduced the length of the
"History" and Broﬁght ""The Traveller'" to a close. By June, 1759, the
"History" averaged eight ﬁages, "The Traveller" had terminated, and the

"Monthly Miscellany' had doubled to twenty-four pages per issue, The

1 [:Nevillzz y '"Proposals for Printing by subscription a New Ameri-
can Magazine," NYG or, WPB, No. 762 (Aug. 29, 1757); p. 3.
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standard sections were completed by four unnumbered pages forming a

title page backed by a table of contents and two pages on which "Navel
Engagements' or special announcements were printed,

Realizing the importance of first'impressions, Nevill and Parker
tried to make the title page attractive and meaningful., They commis-
sioned an engraving which was not ready_for use until their third is-
sue. The engraving depicted three figures clustered ;Q the American
ghore -- an Indian, a merchant, and & farmer. From the direction of
Europe a ship, a mermaid and the figure of Mercury epproached preceded
;'by a figure signifying enlightenment who beamed upon the waiting
Americans. The genersl impression is of the transmission of knowledge,
culture and news from the Old World to the New,.

The title page informed the reader of the date of the issaé, its
number, an abbreviated listing of the contents, the frequency of publi-
cation, the price, the identificatipn of the editor as "Sylvanus
Americanus’ and the priﬁter as James Parker in Woodbridge, and a list-
of locations where eubscriptions could be ordered. The motto “Magna
est veritas, et prevalibit! set the tone for the contents,

The '"Table of Contents" backed the title page and scrupulouély
listed each item within the magazine, often leaving enough space at
the bottom of the page for editerial coﬁﬁent,

Forming part of the unnumbered "'wrapper sheets" were two pages
"usually employed to print the "Naval Engagements," a listing of éhips
captured by the Bﬁitiah‘ﬁavy or privateers and descriptiocns of nayal.
battles., On two occasioﬁs, Nevill used these sheets to print full

length editorials backed by advertisements.2

24 note in NAM, No. 4 (April, 1758), table of contents page intro-
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i. "The History of the Northern Continent of America"

The New American Magazine opened each month with a éontimmation of

"The History of the Northern Continent of Americs" as compiled by Nevill.
In the early proposals, Nevill had promised that “Endeavors will be used

to make it as complete a Family Chronicle and Historical Legacy as can

be left by the Inhabitants of North America to their prosperity.' The
work was to be 'compiled with that Impartiality and Regard to Truth
vhich becomes a Faithful Historian, and carefully extracted from authors
of the best Credit both ancient and Modern." Nevill viewed his role as
the gatherer of facts from a number of published sources with the points
of historical controversy "judiciocusly concluded."3
Part of Nevill's inspiration to begin his “"History" might have been
in response o his early competitor William Smith’s refusal to atterpt

such a project. Smith included a history in hies American Magazine but,

in his first issue, that of October, 1757, he told of the limitations
placed on the work:

The remainder of our fifth halfesheet will contain a history
of the present war in North America and of everything relating
to, or connected with it. This history we shall begin as far
back as the year 1749 and no further. For we conceive impossie

duced the '"Naval Engagements" as a feature "which the last two pages
(veing only part of the wrapper) is designed from time to time to be
composed of.'" The feature did not appear in No. 2 (Feb., 1758), No. 3
(Harch, 1758) or No. 13 (Jan., 1759). In No. 12 (Dec., 1758) it was
replaced by an editorial "Author to the Publick" backed by proposals
for Nevill's second volume of New Jersey laws; in No. 24 (Dec., 1759)
and No. 25 (Jan., 1760) it consisted of one page backed by an editor=-
ial "For continuing by subscription for the year 1760"; in No. 27
(March, 1760) four pages of 'N. E." appeared to complete an additional
helf-sheet necessitated by printing the title pages for “'The History
of North America.'

> [Nevill] , "Proposals," NG or, WPB, No. 762 (Aug. 29, 1757),

Pe 3.
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ble in the compass of a magazine to give a general history of
the colonies from their first settlement that would be of much
use to a reader, without waiting a considerable number of years
for the conclusion of it.

Nevill, disagreeing with this reasoning and seeing the "History" as a
study much needed in the colonies, set out te achieve the “impossible.!
Dismayed by coloniel apathy and French accusations and claims,
Nevill hoped the "History" would provide a firm defensé of the English

stance. Beginning the “History" with an "Introduction," he revealed

his thoughts and purpose:

The Great Contest, vwhether England or France shall cbtain the
Sovereignty of North America, seems now to be drawing to a
crisis. This important Event hath chiefly fixed the Seat of
¥ar and all the fatal Calamities attending the same, upon
this Continent, Peace and Plenty which have for many years
blessed the Industry of the new-settled Inhabitants are pre-
paring to depart; and War, with all its direful attendants,
Famine, Slaughter, Peath, and Desolution, is, by gradual
steps, endeavoring to fix its Residence in this once happy
Clizate.

Pity it is that Ambition, Avarice, Thirst of Power and
uwniversal Dominion should possess the minds of Christian
Princes, in whose Breasts the Love of Peace, Friendship,
Mcderation, Honor, Justice and Benevolence,

. As France is said to be the first aggressor and Disturber
of the Public Peace, by making Encrcachments on the British
Dominions upon the Continent of North Americas and (if true)
may be justly charged as the Promoters of the present War, and
consequently the authors of all the Destruction, savage Cruel-
ties and Massacres, which already have been and still may be
committed upon the British Subjects settled there; then heavy
charge ought to be carefully and candidly enquired imto, and
impartially stated to the World:; that Justice may take place,
be she for or against us; This the Author apprehendeth cannot
be more effectwally accomplished, than by compiling, A Complete
History of the Northern Continent of America, and of The sev-
eral cettlements made there by Giiierent Lacions, irom the Lime
of its first Discovery to the present. V¥Wnich being careiully
and Taitnfully extracted from Aucthors of the Most Credit, and

, kRev. William Smith, ed., "Preface," The American Magazine, No. 1
(Oct., 1757), pp. 3-8, The magazine (Phila.: Wm. Bradford, Octe,
1757=0ct., 1758) based its history on ¥m. Douglas‘s Summary (for com-

“plete citation, see ahead, Chap. III, footnote 11).
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with the strictest Regard to Truth, that an unprejudiced Writer
can possibly attain to, the unbiass'd Part of Mankind may form
a Judgment of the Pretenses, Claims and Rights of the Contend-
ing Powers, to this part of the new-found World, whether by
Prior Discovery, Pre-Occupancy, Pre-Possession,; Conquest, First
Se%tlements,rGrants or. Purchases from the Natives, Treaties or
Concessions,”’

Nevill then set on his way to trace the prociamations. treaties,
discoverics and settlements of the major Furopean povers, beginning
his narrative with the voyages of christopher Columbus and carrying
it through the Rebellion of 1676 in Virginia. The twentye-seven monthly

.installments included twenty-six chapters but decreased in length from
sixteen to eight pages per issue as publication pragr@ssed.é The
section reached a total of ¢two hundred and eighty-four pages, approxi-
mately one-fifth of the total volume of the published issues.

Although the megazine's abrupt termination did not permit Newvill
to summarize his conclusions, the development of three lines of attack
upon the French claims can be seen. True to his judicial backgreund,
his first attack was based on a legalistic study of the treaties and
discoveries which formed the basis for land claims. Citing sources

from the Bible to Locke, Nevill quickly dismissed the North American

Indians® right to the land on the.grounds that without a concept of

2 [Wevill] , “Introduction to the History of Northern Continent
Of Amrjcag" NAHQ NQ. 1 (Janep 1758)' ppl l“’J‘.Oo

6The decrease might have reflected Nevill's inability to "ex-
tract' quickly enough to keep up with publication or the complaints ef
“too many grave Essays" ("The Author to the Publick," NAM, No. 12 (Dec.,
1758), unnumbered wrapper page) and narratives "dull and burdensome to
the mind" ("Proprietors of the NAF to the Publick,' NAM, No. 19 (July,
1759), p. 519). Lyon Richardson, History. of Early American Magazines
(N.Y., 1931), p. 127 contends that the “Hlstory" was a popular feature
of the magazine.





























































































































































