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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this thesis is to show the development
of education in Spotsylvania County from 1721 through 1943,
It is an attempt to bring together facts heretofore unassembled
concerning the educational development of the County. This
thesis is an attempt to make the history of education in
Spotsylvania County accessible to those who are interested in
its development and to preserve a record for future reference.
It must be noted that the school systems of the County and the
city of Fredericksburg are distinetly separate. The data in
this thesis will apply to the county, unless otherwise stated.

It is practically impossible to describe in detaill the
whole history of education in Spotsylvania County, therefore
an effort was made to select the most interesting details and
to elaborate on these in such a way that a general idea of the
history of education in the county may be grasped. Whenever
posaible, tables have been given to make the development of
certain phaseé of education a more complete picture.

In so far as possible, such primary sources as were
available on the subject were utilized in securing information
for this study. However, seversl authenticated secondary

“sources were also consulted, In some few instances, statements
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of responsible c¢citizens of the county have been relied upon.

Materials such as Hening, Statutes at Large, The Acts

of the General Assembly, Virginia School Reports, Court

Records, bulletins and documents 1ssued from the State Board

of Education have been used. An earnest attempt has been

made to avoid personal interpretation.



OHAPTER I
A BRIEF EISTORICAL SKETCH OF SPOTSYLVANIA GOUNTY

The reglon known ag Spotsylvania Courdty wae first sentioned
tat & grand sssemblis held at James Cittie,"l This assembly was
held betwoon the 20th of September, 1674 ond Harch L7th, 1675,

Ab this time, war was declared against the Indians, and sn order
was given for the construction of & ford, "at or near the folle
of the Rappshannock River,"2 “This fort was built in 1676, and
it was further ordered that one hundred and sleven men from
Glouster Uounty bo garrisoned at the place of defensd. Major
lawrence Smith was appointed ocaptain or commanderwin enie.t‘; angd
it was also ordered that this fort be furnished with four hundred
and eighty pounds of powder, fourteen hundred and forty-three
pounds of shott"> The ewact locetion of this fort is not known,
but thore was o military post at GCormsnna; snd this may have
been the spot sslected by Major Smith.b

Spotsylvania County wae formed in 1720 by an act of the
House of Burgesses authopiging a county to be formed from the

1 Henry Howe, History of Virginia (Charleston, 8. C.}
W, R, Babcock, 1847}, pe 4The

2 1oo. ot
? o0, sit.
b oo, st
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territory composing the then counties of Essex, Kiﬁg”Wiiliam,
and King and Queen, The act as passed by the Houaé of ﬁurgéQSBQ
reads as follows;

Be it .enacted, Spotsylvania County bounds .upon Snow
Creek up to the mill, thence by a southwest line to the
river North Anna, thence up said river as far as convenlent,
and thence by a line to be run over the said mountains to
the river on the northwest sgide thereof, so as to include
the northern passage through the said mountains, thence
down said river until it comes against the head of the
Rappahannock; and down. that. river to the mouth of Snow
Creek; which tract of land from the first day of May 1721,
shall become & county, by the name of Spotsylvania County.’

The act further states:
Fifteen hundred pounds, current money of Virginia, shall
be paid by the treasurer to the governor, for these uses,
to wit: 500 pounds to be expended in a church, court-
house, prison, pillory and stocks, in ammunition, ete., of
which each Christian tytheable is to have ons firelock,
musket, one socket, bayonet fixed thereto, one cartouch=-
box, eight pounds bullet, and two pounds powder.®
The readef will notice that no provisions were made in
the act for schools or for any form of education except religious
education,
The records show that the seat of justice for Spotsylvania
County was fixed at Germamna, and the first court sat on the
first da& of August, 1722.7 It was found that this place was

"inconvenient to the people," and it was directed by the law

° Loe. git.

7 Records of First Court in Spotsylvania County, Virginia,
1722, Clerk's office, Spotsylvania Court House, Spotsylvania,
Virginia. ~



3
that after the first of August, 1732, “the court should be held
at Fredericksburg.,"® This law was repealed in 1739 because it
was "derogatory to his Majesty's prerogative to take from the
governor or conmander«in-chief of this colony his power and
authority of removing or adjourning the courts:®? and because
"it might be inconvenient in a case of small-pox or other conta=-
glous distemper,nl0 “

During the first ten years of tk:m existence of Spets:;lvania
County (1721-1732), the inhabitants were made free of publie
* levies, and the whole county was made one parish, by the name
of St. George,tl

In 1730, "St. fseo}ge;'s parish was divided by a line
running from the mouth of the Rappahannock to the Pamunkey; the
upper portion to be called St. Mark's parishy the lower part to
retain the name of St. George; s parish."12 In 1734 the county
was thus divided:; "5t. George's parish to be astill called
Spotsylvaniaj and St. Mark's parish to be called Orange,nl3

8 Henry Howe, Loc. cit.
9 Ibid.

10 Ibid,

11 Ibid.

12 Ibid.

13 Ibid.
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The county of Spotsylvania which had been one parish was
again divided in 1769 as follews: "All that part lying between
the rivers Rappahamnnock and Poretain the name of St. George's
parish « -~ the rest of tﬁe county was erected into a new parish
called Berkley,"ih

The justices were authorigzed by an act passed in 1778
to build a court~house at "some péint near the centre of the
aonnty."15

In 1780 an act was passed stating that the ccurt*huuael
in Fredericksburg was “unfit to hold courts in"}6 and suthorizing
the county court to be held at the house of John Holladay,
"until the new court~house now building in the said county shall
be completed,":7 \

During the War between the States,‘ﬁpotsylﬂania County
was the scene of the battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
the Wilderness, and Spotsylvania Court House., During the winter
of 1862-63, General Robert ., Lee had his headquarters in the
county. There are few counties, if any, that suffered as much

as did Spotsylvania during this conflict. Homes were destroyed,

b 1pid.
15 1bigs
16 1pig,
17 Ibid.
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large areas of farm land were torn up to such an extent that
they could not be cultivated for a considerable time after the
wars Many of the best forests in-the county were shattered or
burned to such a degree that they were of no economic value.

Although the destruction in the county was great, yet
Fredericksburg, because of its location, soon became a town of
importance. The Rappahannock River is navigable for vessels of
small tonnage today and medium tonnage vessels could come to .
the docks of Fredericksburg after the War between the States.
Transportation is furnished by two 1inaa of railroads, one
connecting with the main trunk lines at Washington and Richmond,
and state highways radiate in all directions from the city.

Spotsylvanis County, as it is today, has a land area of
413 square miles, and is located spproximately halfe-way between
Richmond and Washington. The county is bounded on the north
by the Rappahannock River, on the south by the North Anna River,
on the east by Caroline County, and on the west by Orange County,
It is located on the edge of tidewater Virginia and is included
in the group known as middle Virginia Counties.
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TABLE I

THE COMBINED POPULATION OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY AND THE CITY OF
FREDERICKSBURG FROM 1790 TO 1940.18

Population White Negro

Free Slave Combined

1790 & ¢ & ¥ e 9 11,252 5,171- 11'}8 5,933 6’0&1
1800 . ¢ .o o+ o 13,002 5,875 297 6,830 7,127
1810 « * * % & 9 13’296 5,596 56§ 7’135 7,700
1820 . v v o o » lhy256 5,939 591 7,724 8,315
1830 .+ v o o o o 15,134 6,384, 697 8,053 8,750
1840 4 v o » o » 15,161 6,786 785 7,590 8,375
1860 + v o .+ . 16,076 7,716 574 7,786 8,360
Combined Negro
1870 .+ 4 4 4 o .. 11,728 7,069 4,659
1880 PR I I I T l&,823 3,14.22 6,1406
1890 ¢« & 6 s » lh]233 6 ’156 6’077
1.900 ¢« £ 5 e o @ lh,306 8’799 5;507
1910 e o v s s s 15,809 10,736 5,073
1920 + « s o o o 16,453 11,810 4,643
1930 ¢ & s & 8 0 16,875 12’5‘6“ l&,331
19190 TN S T A 19,9?1 15,339 2},6!4-1

18 The above table was compiled from the United States
Census. After 1890 the census of the county was taken separately
from that of Fredericksburg, but in this table the combined totals
are given throughout.



CHAPTER IT
EARLY EDUCATION IN SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY

To trace completely the early education in Spotsylvania
County is a rather difficult task. This is due to the lack of
information concerning the education of the county in this very
early period. The first mention of education, "in that part
of the Colony which in 1720 was named Spotsylvania County,"l
is found among the Germans at Germanna.

Governor Alexander Spotswood; in 1714, founded a German
gettlement at Germanna. Germanna, in 1714, consisted of "twelve
Protestant families," of about fifty persons., In 1717 twenty
"Protestant German familles,” of about eighty persons came and
settled down near their countrymen.2

Into the Virginia Capes and up the Rappahannock they

came, farmers, vintagers, carpenters, bakers, millers,
tanners, stocking-weavers, coopers, "cast-wrights,”
hunters, saddlers, glaziers, hat-makers, tile-makers,
cooks, teachers, students, and engravers—so reads the
ancient record of these worthy people, substantial
people, back~bone of any nation,."3

The record tells us nothing about the education of these
early settlers. It is not unreasonable to believe that their

method of education was copied largely from their mother country.

1 Alvin T. Embry, History of Fredericksburg, Virginia
(Richmond: Old Dominion Press, 1937), P L8.
Loc. cit.
Loc. cit. (Italics mine).
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From the beginning of Spotsylvania County, Fredericks=
burg became the center of civie, religious, and educational
life. 1In February 1727, the House of Burgesses passed the
following acts

1. WHEREAS a great number of people have of late
seated themselves and their families upon and near the
river Rappahannock, and.the branches thereof, above the
falls; and great quantities of tobacco and other com=-
mpdities, are every year brought down tc the upper
landings upon the said river, to be shipped off and
transported to other parts of the country; and it is
necessary, that the poorer part of the said inhabitants
should be supplied from thence, with goods and merchandise,
in return for their commodities; but for want of some
convenient place, where traders may co-habit, and bring
their goods to, such supplies are not to be had, without
great disadvantagesj and good houses are greatly wanted,
upon some navigable part of the said river, near the falls,
for the reception and safe-keeping of such commodities,
as are brought thither from remote places, with carriages
drawn by horses or oxeny And forasmuch as the inhabitants
of the county of Spotsylvania, may have humble supplication
to this great assembly, that a town may be laid out, in
some convenient place, near the falls of the said river,
for the co~habitation of such as are minded to reside there,
for the purpose aforesaid, whereby the peopling that remote
part of the county will be encouraged, and trade and
navigation may be inareased.@

In 1732, five years after the House of Burgesses had
passed the act forming the town of Fgedericksburg, the town had
growvn but little in population. Colonel Byrd wheﬁ he visited
Fredericksburg in 1732 had the following to say concerning its

inhabitants:

4 william Waller Hening, Statutes at Large, IV, 23k.
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Though this be a comodious and beautiful situation for
a town, with the advantages of a navigable river, and whole~
some air, yet, the inhabitants are very few, Besides
Colonel Willis, who is the top man of the place, there are
only one merchant, a tailor, a smith, and an ordinary
keepery though I must not forget Mrs. Levistone, who acts
here in a double capacity of a doctress and coffee woman,>
On the same visit to Fredericksburg, {olonel Byrd states
that he and Colonel Willis walked about the town as Colonel
Willis was anxious that he see the town before he left for
"Westover." Colonel Byrd states that there were only three
buildings of importance in the town, a church, a prison (that
could hold Jack Shepherd), and a court-house,®
According to Colonel Byrd}s statement there were no
schools of importance in Fredericksburg as early es 1732, If
there were no schools in Fredericksburg at this early date, it
is not unreascnable to believe there were no schools in the
struggling frontier county of Spatsylvanié;
“Colonial education in Virginia, we know, was wholly the
responsibility of the parent an& the ehurch,“7 The records show
that this was true in Spotsylvania County., In 1732, the first

Episcopal Church was built in Fredericksburg, The Rev. Patrick

5 Henry Howe, op. e¢it., pe 479.

7 Catesby Willis, "ABrief History of the Schools in
Fredericksburg, Virginia," University of Virginia Record Exten-
sion Series, University of Virginia Publication in Rural Social
Economics, Vol. XIX, No. 4e (Charlottesville, Virginia: University
Press, November, 1934), p. 67.
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Henry, uncle of the great orator, was its first pastor. The
next pastor to this church was the Rev. James Marye.®

Rev, Marye conducted a school where the Fredericksburg
Baptist Church now stands., It is stated in a manuscript record
of Colonel Byrd Willis, that his father, lewis Willis, was a
schoolmate of George Washington, his éausin, in this school,
1745. According to available records on the subject, this was
the first school to be set up in the county.

Very little is known of the curriculum of this school.
It is believed that Washington received here the "Aules of
Civility and Decent Behavior." After exhaustive investigation,
the source of these rules has been traced to a volume published
in Rouen, and there studied by the young James Marye. The only
otheyr téxtbooka that we have record of that may have been used
were Hale'!s"Contemplations® and Fisher's "Young Man's Caﬁpauion.”lg

Miss Willis comments as follows on the virtues of the
schools:

When we consider the scarcity of well organized schools

in this area when education depended almost wholly on private

tutors or education in England, this school stands out as
a remarkable institution.

9
10

Log. git.
Loc. cit.
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Next to Willlamsburg, where the second oldest college
id America was established, Fredericksburg can fairly weld
set up the claim of having the earliest and best schools,

while its soclety was from the first noted for culture and
refinement.ll

While Fredericksburg was slowly growing as a town,
Spotsylvania County wag struggling for its existence. The land
was not cleared and men had to carve their homes out of the
wildqrness. For the early settlers in Spotsylvania County,
these waralpﬁ.meer days, and ploneer days are never soft and
easy., Land had to be ¢leared, for out of this land the early
Spotsylvanian must live,

The town of Fredericksburg was laid out "whereby the
peopling that remote part of the county will be encouraged."i?
This is evidence that the population of the county was small

and scattered in this early period.

People were very busy taking care of their pushing needs

for food, shelter, and clothing. The nearest neighbor was miles

away, and settlers did not find it easy to get in touch with
each other, particularly in the fall, winter, and early spring

months. The mode of travel was on horseback, and "with carriages

drawn by horses or oxen."3 Iven if schools had been badly




wanted, it would have been hard to locate one so that any
considerable pumber of pupils could conveniently get to it.
Clearing the land, putting out crops and harvesting them, and
performing the scores of necessary tasks demanded that the
children take part in the labor.

In his history of education in Virginia, C. J Heatwole
states "that neither the efforts nor the needs of a sparsely
settled frontier country, no matter how well-bo-do the aristo-
cratic class, could be expected to result in an extensive system
of schools,"l4 He further avers that apprenticeship education
for the laboring class confined to agriculture, tutorial schools
in the home of the wealthy landed propriectors, endowed latin
Grammar schools for the youths asplring to the professions, and
a university for the training of teachers in church and common~
wealth, were the educational means evolved in Virginia during
the Colonial period.w'

It is generally recogniged that the earliest provisions
for education in Virginia were copied largely from those existing
in England at that time. Concerning education in Virginia, Mary

N. Stanard states:

iy Co Jo. Heatwole, A History of Education in Virginia
(New York: The'ﬂlacn_illan Company, 19137, introduction, x.

B pia.
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The planter's child learned the three R's or received
& liberal education in one or more of four ways: From
a tutor under the parental roof, from a local school =.
free or private - to and from which he went sach day, ,
or in which he boarded, from a school or. college_abroad,
or - after 1693 - from William and Mary College,l

Judging from the wills filed in the clerk's office at
Spotsylvania Court House, there were a few substantial plantaﬁian
owners before 1750 in the county, and doubtless such educational
provisions as were numerous throughout the colony of Virginia

were also common in Spotsylvania County,

It is evident from the County records that many of the
plantation owners wers interested in the education of their sons
and daughtets. The following ls a will of George Twyman of
Spotaylvania County filed in the clerk's office March 17, 1732:

IN THE BAME OF GOD AMEN, I George Twyman being Sick and
weak but of sound sénce and of perfect work Thanks be to
Almighty God do make this my last will and Testament a
followith, Viz.== C

I Give my Soul to Almighty God and Trust through the
merretes of my Savior Jesus Christ that he will receive
the same and my body to the earth to be Intered at the
Descretion of my Executors hereafter named.

Item-~I give and bequeath so much of my estate as will
be sufficient to give my four children William Twyman,
George Twyman, Catherine Twyman & Mary Twyman each four
years of schooling but if either of the aforesaid children
should dye before they be of years to take such schooling
that %en so much of that part of my estate to be on the
rest ti

The following will was filed by Richard Blanton of

Spotsylvania County September 3, 1735:

1 jary N, Stanard, Colonial Virginia, Its People and
Costoms (Philadelphia and Londons J. B. Lippincott, 1917), p. 263.

Will Book, Spotsylvania County, 1722-17L9.
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Iteme -1 will that my loving son Richard Blanton be put
to school two years at the charge of my estate « =

Item« ~I will that my loving son Thomas Blanton be put
to school four years at the charge of my estate.

 Item='~I will that my loving daughters (Name was smeared)
Blanton, Elizabeth Blanton and Mary Blanton be put to school
two years each at the charge of my estate,18

Both wille specify the number of years of fschooling"
each child is to have. This is indicative of the interest the
‘plantation owners had in education at this sarly time,

The education of poor orphans and other indigent children
during the period under consideration was provided for by legal
enactment under apprenticeship laws, This was the chisf means
for the education of poor children in Virginia until the Board
of School Commissioners was ¢reated by an act of 1818,

The first legislation in Virginia concerning the education
of apprenticed children, enacted in the year 1643, was vague in
its requirements, stating that:

All overseers and guardians of such orphans are enjoyned
by the authoritie aforesaid (county courts) to educate and
ingtruct them according to their best endsavors in Christian
religion and in the rudiments of learning.l9

Many modifications of the law occurred during the years

following its enactment, among which an important one, enacbod
in 1672, empowered the county courts to bind out all children

19 Hening’ 22. m&, I’ 261.
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as apprentices whose parents were unsble to bring them up.<0

In 1705, the Burgesses stipulated that:

If the estate of an orphan be of so small a value,
that no person will msintain him for the profits therecf,
then such an orphan shall, by direction of the court be
bound apprentice to some handicraft trade, or mariner,
until he shall attain to the age of one and twenty years.
And the master of every such igfhan shall be obliged to
teach him to read and write- =<

Tt must be remembered that each of these indentures of

apprenticeship carried with it the legal obligation of providing
literacy schooling for the apprentice.

The records in the clerk's office at Spotsylvania Court

House show that as early as 1751 the indenture system of education
was used extensively in Spotsylvania County. The earliest in-.
denture found in the court records was between BenjJamin Davis

and Thomas Morris, both of Spotsylvania County., The records

show that young men bound themselves out for such trades as
carpentry, bricklaying, ship~carpentry, and the art of leather
breeches sewing. |

The following is a typical indenture found in the records:

This Indenture was made the fourth day of December in
the year of cur Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty-
one between Bengamin Davis carpenter of the one part, of

Spotsylvania County and Thomas Morris now aged about
seventeen years of the county aforesaid,

20 1pig., 11, 298
2 Ivid., III, 375
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 WITNESSETH that the said Thomas Morris by and with the
consent of Spotsylvania Court doth bind himself to the
said BenJamin Davis to serve him from the day of the date
hereson for and during the term of four years, during all
which time the said Thomas Morris his said master shall
and well and truly serve, his secrets keep his lawful
command obey he shall not destroy or embezzle any of his
goods, or cause it to be done he shall not commit adultry
or fornication nor contract matrimony within the said
terms neither shall he absent himself by day or night
from his éaid master's service without leave and the said
Benjamin Davis for his part doth covenant and agree to do
his ubtmost endeavor to teach or cause to be taught his
said apprentice the carpenters trade to read and write and
to find and provide for said Morris meat, drink, washing
and lodging during said term, and as the expiration thereof
to give him such freedom dues as the law Diverts, In Witness
whereof the parties to these presents have set their hands
and seals the day,; month-and year above written,

_Thomas Morris _ (SEAL)

Signed sealed and delivered
In presence of
W: Waller

At a court continued and held for Spotsylvania County
December 4, 1751.

This Indenture was approved of by the court and is
ordered to be recorded,

TEST W:iWaller, County Clerk2?
Many of the larger plantation owners in Spotsgylvania County
employed tutors to instruct their sons and daughters. This
practice was continued as late ag the first quarter of the

twentieth century. On numerous estates the matter of education

2 Will Book B, Spotsylvania County, p. 93.
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was intrusted to tutors, and sons were sent abroad for college
training. Meny planters built a schoolroom on the grounds along
with the spinning-room, the greenhouse, and other buildings.
Evidence of this is found, if one visits the estates of the
early planters of the county. Scattered throughout spotsyivania
County one finds old mansions still standing with the old
school building in one corner of the yard or the remaing of the
building that was once the school house. A tutor in one family
would be engaged to teach the children of neighboring families,
Such a system would often result in a "select school". In
many cases the teaching was carried on in a small study incorpo~
rated;iﬂte the center of family life,

Approximately thirty miles from Fredericksburg, off the
main ﬁighways, are the remains of a home,"Belle Airﬂ,.whoae
records have been handed down from one generation to the next.

A collection of letters and papers be%onging to this home makes
a valusble contribution to thisstudy. To follow the activities
of this home will give the reader a picture of one type of
education in Spotsylvania County.

In 1730 Zachary Lewis came from King and Queen County

to, make his home at Belle A4y in Spotsylvania County.
Zachary Lewis was a lawyer by profession and had accumulated
quite a fortune. The life at Belle Air was distinct, yet
simple. The reading of the classics, learning Latin, and

the carrying on the plantation life seemed to be the
outstanding characteristics of the Lewis plantation.23

23 fThis information was teken from a collection of
f"Belle Air" and "Llangollen® papers and letters edited by Howard
Meriweather Lovett,
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It is evident from the following letter that a few of
the sons of Spotsylvania County studied under men in various
professions, Sometimes a son would be sent as an apprentice
to study law, medicine or some other profession under a relative
or a very good friend of the family. The letter was written
by Richmond Terrell to his nephew Richard Lewis, of Belle Air,
June 18, 1793. After learning that his nephew would study under
the direction of his unele, Chancellor Wythe, his uncle wrotes
I feel an interest in your weifare and prosperity. You
have nothing to do, my nephew, with the advantages now
presented to you but to apply yourself to make what figure
you please = = and of that I have no doubt. Between Mr,
Wythe and Nr, Marshall, you will probably do better than
with either alone, but remember, that knowledge without
the power of communicating it agreeably will lose much of
its force, I do not mean to copy Chesterfield's instructions,
but that you should early pay attention to your style and
elocution, that they may be easy -and proper when you come
up on the public¢ stage. Pray exercise yourself in the
Epistolary line, that I may have 2 full share of your
correspondence for information that respects you will be
most aceeptable too. o+ . o2
It was stated earlier in ‘this thesis that "Colonial
education in Virginia was wholly the responsiblity of the parent
and the church."25 This was the case in Spotsgylvania County,
where the ¢arly clergyman added to his duties by teaching.
John Lewis, the younger son .of Belle Air, went to school

to the Rev, ®William Douglas, who lived on "Ducking Hole® Creek

Willis, Loc. eit., p. 67.

2L
25
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plantation. "Ducking Hole" plantation is not in Spotsylvania
County but just across the line in Louisa County. The suthor
mentions this because some of the boys in Spotsylvania County
went' to school there to the Rev. William Douglas. After school-
ing at the home of "Parson nouglaa",'Jchn Lewis studied under
the Rev. Hugh C. Boggs, rector of Berkley Parish, who lived at
Livingston one mile from Belle Air.26

During the Revolutionary Period the colonies ecalled for
all'the ene?gies and resources of their people, It was a time
when little thought coﬁl& be giveﬁ to education, yet many young
meni.studied in their homes, These young men wﬁuld on their‘QWn
initiative acquire books and study them. Walter Hglladay, a
lad of Spotsyivania, studied four years of Latin and Greek
under the Rev. Mr, $eggs. .He had studied law at home and re-
ceived his license from the General Court, June 12, 180127

On the following‘péges”there will be given all information
that could be collected relative to the private classical

schools and academics of the county.

26 ‘Belie Air and Llangollen Papers, ed., H.¥. Lovett.
27

Ibid
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BELLE AIR AND LLANGOLLEN
(1811 - 1860)

Colonel Zachary Lewis died February 20, 1803.. This left
Johny the eldest unmarried son, at Belle Air. John Lewis had
grown up in the finest educational traditions of his day and he
desired to carry on the educational ideals that he had received
at Belle Air to boys and girls in Spotsylvania County. In 1811,
during the summer months, John Lewls began to prepare the study
at Belle Alir for the purpose of a school.

The first entry in his account book headed "School® is
dated July 25, 1811:

dollars cents

To Household furniture to this amount 64 28
To School Books to this amount 60 L7
August 3lst.

To repairing the study and the amount
of sideboard 20 75

The first pupil of the school ie be entered in the
account book was Travers Daniel. During the first year the
records show that the following pupils were enrolled: David
Watson of Green Springs, Louisa County; Oscar Stapleton of
Spring Forest, Caroline County; Alfred Anderson, Spotsylvania
County; Thomas and Mary Meriweather, Spotsylvania County; Lewis
Willis, Fredericksburg, Virginia; and Fanny Daniel, Stafford
County. There were two day pupilss Alfred and Anne Lewis,
Spotsylvania County,

In February 1812, there are entries on accounts for two
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tables; for books, stationery, medals, tickets, maps, globe-
stand and ink powder. These items and others mentioned in the
account books indicate that the school was well equipped,

The rec¢ord book of Mr, Lewis gives an account of the
menu. The "meats for every day" inecluded hax%t_, middling,
shouldsr, jowl » fish, chicken, ducks, turkey, beef, along with
‘vegetables and hot breads made from home-grown water~-ground
flour and meal. The school seamed to be on a sound economie
basis; it‘ was mainly self-supporting. Everythir;'g used was grown
or made on the plantation except such imports as sugar, chocolate,
tea, coffee and rice.

There may have been other schools in the county during
this period or before, but from all procurable information
this was the first school of any real importance. This school
closed in 1814 and John Lewis moved into a larger school on the
Lewls estate the same year‘.zs

At the same time that John Lewis was carrying on the
school in the study at Belle Alr, plans were being made for a
larger school on the same estate. These plans were for the
building of "Llangollen®,29 a name taken from the early ancestral
home of the Lewises in Wales., It was the aim of John Lewls to

28 ‘Ibﬁ;do
See Appendix A, p. , for a complete description of
Llangollen School by John Lewis and H. M. Lovett.



2
make the new building a place.for both home and school. The
records show that the new building was made ready and océupied
on -November 24, 1814430

Llangollen required military training as a part of its
curriculum. This was the first and only school in Spotsylvania
County to have military training. In a pamphlet on the school,
John Lewis has the following to say concerning military training.

The exerclses which we reguired, as a part of our system,
are military, not only because they tend to give an arect
and easy carrisge, healthy as well as graceful, and because
they may be necessary in the defense of our country and
homes, but they come by forece of habit and the perveption
of the advantages resulting from order, cbedience and concen~
trated action, the ablest auxiliaries of that scholastle
discipline, the object of which should be to lead the mind
to the love of virtue and the deslire of knowledge, as the
means of doing good, Ve have, therefore, military training.
Those who perceive the disadvanteges of order, regularity,
punctuality, decision and prompt self-collected and energetic
action in the field, are generally not insensible to their
advantages in the school room, and carry with them into
the world, the same useful impressions. Physical education
is thus made to cooperate with moral and intellectual
culture, The union of these, we believe, constitutes the
best systems of instruction. There is no good system in
which they are not in fact united. Physical education re-—
quires attention to food, clothing, sleep and cleanliness,
as well as exercise. Health requires in young persons, not
only the judicious use of nutritious substances, but great
caution in regards to stimulants not nutritious. Boys
whose growth is not complete require more food than men.

It should be abundant and nutritious, but simply and

plainly prepared not various at the same meal, but frequently
varied at different meals. Sleep should be at regular
intervals and guarded from unnecessary or alarming
interruptions.i}

30

Belle Air and Llahgollen Papers, H. M. Lovett.
3l ) C

Ibid.
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The uniforms worn by the boys at the school are deseribed
by John Lewis, the master of the school, as follows:

For winter--a black gray coat with standing cape, yellow
metal buttons and a black star on each side of the capes
pantaloons of the same cloth with the coat- «dark walstcoat
with yellow metal buttons; and a round black hat on parade.
For summer- -a blue coatee of this material with standing
collar and white star on each side of the cape; pantaloons
of drilling, or any light grayish white material; waistcoat
white~ -white metal buttons to the whole summer suit.32

The exact date when military training began at Llangollen
is not known, but in the account books there is evidence that
the wearing of uniforms was required as early as 1824,

Llangollen school continued year after year offering the
highest type of education to the boys of Spotsylvania County
until 1860 when it closed its doors.

During the period in question there were also several
private schools in the county of which the author could find
very little or no record. All of the private schools of this
period had much the same characteristics. These schools
selected their students with respect to ability, soecial class,
and s ex,

The curriculum of the average private schools of the type
in questisn consisted of the following subjects: English

Language, Greek and Latin Classics, Spanish, Italian, Geography,

Ibid.
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Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Ethics, Logic, Mental Philosophy
and Political Economy. Those who did not intend to go to
college but who wished a liberal education were taught Ethics,
Logic, Mental Philosophy and Political Economy.S>

DEJARNET SCHOOL
(1835 - 1847)

There is very little information available concerning
the Dedarnet School. It was situated on the DeJarnet plantation
near Waller's Tavern. It was a private school with a very
select student body, and the curriculum was of the type that

prepared students for college,34

COLEMAN SCHOOL
(1837 - 1857)

The Coleman School was located on the line between Spots—
ylvania and Orange. This was what might be called a "proletariat"
school. It was classed as a private school, yet it had many
characteristics of the public school which was to come later,

The teacher and founder was Mr, Ruben L. Colemaﬁ, who
was a preacher in the county and also served as an educator to

the children,

3 The information concerning Belle Air and Llangollen
schools was taken from the collection of papers and letters on
these schools edited by Howard Meriweather Lovett,

3k Statements by Mr. W, G. Graves, Orangs, Virginia.
Mr. Graves is a scholar and citigen of long standing in Spots-
ylvania County.
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The building was approximately sixteen by twenty-four
feet. It was a one-room building made of logs and was heated
by a large fireplace, The chimney was made of woocden planks
daubed on the inside with mud, There were no windows in the
building. It was made by the planters in the neighborhood;
some gave materials and others gave their labor. The furniture
was of the crudest form., The bénches were logs which had been
split length-wise so as to give a flat surface., The benches
that the pupils sat. on were identical with those they wrote on
with the excepﬁion that the former had shorter legs.

The pupils ranged from seven to sixteen or seventeen
years in age, and one teacher. "heard the lessons" of all the
pupils.

The curriculum consisted of the three "R's", The "Peter
Parley" reader was used. The author could secure no further
information about the curriculum.

Although the school had some of the characteristics of
a public sehool, the teacher had to be paid by the patrons of
the school for services rendered. The teacher's pay consisted
of the following: tobacco, potatoes, corn, wheat, vegetables,

knitted socks and occasionally "a piece of money".35

35 ;bid;



26
JAMES POWEILL SCHOOL
" (Dates unknown)

The Jamag*Pow;ll School was located st Peak's Store near
Stubb's Mill., This section is known today as Belmont,. Th;s was
a grivaté boarding school of a very select type for girls. The
school was held in the home of Mr. Powell, Mr.‘Powell and his
wife were the instrustoés. Unfortunately very little is known

concerning this schoox.B6
THE ACADEMY

During the period from 1857 to 1870 there is no available
record of‘an§'cntatanding schools in Spotsylvania County.
Ghildrén were either educated by private tutors or went to the
édsoining counties where educational opportunities were more
adequate.

Spotsylvania County suffered greatly during and after the
War Between the States., There is no doubt that the War was the
cause of the "educational standstill" in the county during the
period from 1857 to 1870.

The next educational movement of importance in the county
was the Academy movement, This movement began in.America goon

after the middle of the eighteenth eentury. Its period of

3 Ibid.
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greatest growth in Virginia, however, was during the first
half of the nineteenth century,37

Although the academy was instituted to furnish a
liberal aducatioﬁ to the masses, it soon evolved into a
college preparatory ihstitution, almost invariably charging
a tuition fee. It was instrumental in the broadening of the
curriculum appreciably beyond that of its‘pradeeessar, the
Latin grahmar school, It is frequently referred to as the
beginning of a truly American instutution.

In Virginia the academy movement included various
types of institutions which may be classified under three main
types; namely, chartered academies; private academies, and
home and tutorial schools, The chartered academies were
operated by a board of ‘trustees under a charter granted by the
legislature. Private academies were owned and operated by
individuals as business enterprises. The home and tutorial
schools were the most numerous and were maintained in the
" homes of individuals who employed tutors to teach their own
children, usually permitting neighboring children to attend
classes, sometimes free of charge for poor children, but
ordinarily charging a fee for children outside the family.

It is not always easy to draw a distinction between the private

acedemies and the tutorial or home schools.

37 Edgar W. Knight, The Academy Movement in the South
(Reprint from The Hiﬁh School gourna%, Vol. 11, Nos. 7 and 8
and Vol. 111, No. 1.}, p. 1.
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Sc far as existing records show, the academy movement
began in Spotsylvania County in 1878 with the establishment

of "Green Level" Academy.

GREEN LEVEL ACADEMY
(1878 - 1900)

Green Level Academy began in 1878 as a private school.
It was located in the upgar- part of Spotsylvania County, in the
section known as Belmont. The school was established by Mr.
R. R. Powell, a native of Spotsylvania County, and a scholar,
very much interested in education., The school derived its name
from the farm "Green Level" owned by Mr, Powell. The old

dwelling is still standing and is now owned by the Mason family.



FIGURE I
GREEN LEVEL ACADEMY
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In 1878, the first year of its existence, the school
began with a small enrollment of the neighborhood children who
attended during the day. The school, at first, had only those
pﬁpils,wha could walk or ride horses or mules to and from the
school. A few girls who lived in the neighborhood attended,
but the larger part of its enrollment was made up of boys.

‘During the first two years of its existence (1878-1880)
Mr. Powell was the only teacher. He was occasionally assisted
by his wife, Mrs, Elizabeth Powell, Pupils ranged widely in
age., Boys and girls of 'seven might be taught along with youths
fourteen, fifteen and sixteen years of age. While Mr, Powell
was"hearing the lessons" of the pupil or puplls who were studying
the same material, the other pupils would be étudying material
that their master had previously asaigned. Bach pupil would
advance to the next assigned lasgon only when he had satisfied
the teacher of his mastery of the previous lesson.

The curriculum of the school was composed of the following
subjJects: Formal Grammar, Reading, Writing, Spelling, Arithmetic,
Algebra, Geometry, Trignometry and History. Diseipline was of
the highest order and principles of correct conduct and good
mannc > were stressed. Classes of "lessons" began each morning
at 9:00 except Saturdays and Sundays, and ended at 3:00. There

were the usual "recesses" in the school day. Boys played marbles,
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games of ball, "hide and seek", and swapped articles as recreation
during the "recess" periods.

By 1880 the school had grown until it had become an academy
with a head teacher and & full faculty to tske caré of the needs
of the puplls who expected to attend schools of higher learning.
The faculty was composed of the following: Mr., R. R. Powell,
head teacher; Mr. Spenser Coleman, 3potsylvani§, Virginia; Mr.

I. N, May, Louisa County; and Mrs. Elizabeth Powell, wife and
assistant to the head teacher, // ‘

The curriculum offered thé classical, or college prepara=
tory, as well as the non~classical English_eéursas The following
are some of the subjecté offered: Arithmetic, Algebra, Composi-
tion, Declamation, English Grammar, Extemporaneous Speaking,
French, Latin, Greek, German, Geograbhy, Physical Geography,

Plane Geometry, History, Mensuration, Mythology, Natural History,
koral Philosophy, Intellectual Philosophy, Penmanship, Political
Economy, English Pronunciation, Physiology, Reading, Rhetorie, ete.

Though the academy was democratic with respect to the
curriculum, yet socially it was open only to those who were able
to pay the tuition fees and to meet the expenses of being away
from home,

After 1880 the school became a "boarding school! .as well
as a "day schools™ Those pupils who boarded were under the
strict care of Mr, and Mrs, Powell, who supervised the entire

activities of the boys. Those who lived in the community were



32
termed "day students"; they would go to and from school each
day. There were those who lived in various sections of the
county and would go home each week~end,‘but those who lived
greater distances would enter school in September and not
return home until the Christmas holidays; then return after
the h&iidays and remain until school was dismissed in June,
The school was run nine months of the year, \

The greatest enrollment of the school was In 1884,

This year the student body totaled 67, which included both
"day pupils® and boarders,

The school was closed in 1885 but reopened again in
1894, Why Mr, Powell closed the school the author was unable
to learn. The school reopened in 1894 under the same sponsor-
ship it had when it closed in 1885,

Citizens from every section of Spotsylvania County sent
their boys te Green Level Academy. The school was looked upon
as one of the best schools of its type, and even today the
author frequently meets a pupll of Green Level who speaks of
the school in the highest terms. From the school went men who

took their places in practically all the prafessions.38

38 The information concerning Green Level Academy was
taken from statements made by Mr, W, G. Graves, Orange, Virginia,
and by other men who attended the school at various times.
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VIRGINIA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
(1887 - 1898)

The historic Spotsylvania Hotel, known today as the
"Spotswood Inn", located at Spotsylvania Court House, opened
its doors as a private school in 1887: The first classes were
held in the building in 1887, at which time the school was
called the Virginia Collegiate Institute., The curriculum was
designed to take care of children just beginning school as
well as those who were preparing to enter the professions.

Two of the larger rooms on the first floor were used-for class-
rooﬁa. The other rooms in the building were used as a home
for the principal and his family and thé pupils who boarded,

The school was in operation for approximately ten years.
Pupils from out of the state along with boys and girls from
the Eounty and the adjoining counties attended classes in the
building., It was operated by a réligiéus sect known as "Free
Methodist™,

This school had its beginning through the influence of
a Mr, gnd Mrs. Bittle who came from New York and bought the
old IAQL Mr. and Mrs, Bittle had been teaching in the North
Chili School in New York. When they came to Spotsylvania
County, they saw the scarcity and need of schools and decided
the hotel would be an ideal building for a school. They wrote
to North Chili describing the educational conditions in

Spotsylvania County. North Chili inmediately sent Mr. D. W.



FIGURE 2
VIRGINIA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
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Hart, who became the first principals He and his wife taught
here until 1890,

The next principal to be sent to the school was My,
Andrew Bears, who took the principalship in 1890 and continued
in this ecapacity until lé?k‘ Both Mr, Bears and his wife
taught in the school.

In 1894 a Mr. Cerlue was sent from North Chili School
to serve as principsl. He was the‘head.ef the school for only
_a short time, for in 1894 the "Free Methodists" discontinued
the school and it was next operated independently by a Mr*;
Jackson,

- Mr. Jackson was a Northerner, but was not connected
with the "Free Methodists". He served as principal until 1898,
when the school was closed and the building was again used as
an inn. After Mr. Jackson became principal, the school was
no longer called the Virginia Collegiate Institutej; it was
merely a private school open to boys and girls in the county,

The‘first three principals were Methodist ministers,
and sach Sunday night religious services were held in the
builéinga Older citizens now living at Spotsylvania Court
Houaeldiatinetly'remaéber these services and testify to the
strict observance of religious rules and ceremonies carried
out by these "Free Methodists'",

The author talked with several citizens in the county

who attended elasses in the school and they spoke of it in the
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highest terms, The Virginia Collegiate Institute was truly
an academy with. the regular curriculum.

The academy movement was not widespread in Spotsylvania
County, yet it did play an important role in the development
of education, The Green Level Academy and the Virginia Colle-
giate Institute are significant in the educational history
of Spotsylvania County, far'thevaere at their best when the
public elementary schocls were struggling for their very

existence,39

39 The information concerning the Virginia Colleglate
Institute was teken from statements made by Mlrs. C. R. Andrews
a well informed and reliable citizen who has spent all of her
life at or near Spotsylvania Court House.
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SUMHARY

The lack of sufficient data has precluded the possibi-

1ity of giving a complete picture of early education in Spot--
sylvania County. However, with the data secured from the
county court records and other information found, it has been
shown that there was some interest in educational activities
in the county.

The apprenticeship system was used extensively in
Spotsylvania County. The yecords show that young men bound
themselves out for such trades as carpentry, bricklaying,
ship carpentry, and the art of leather breeches making.

On large plantations the owners employed tutors té
instruct their sons and daughters. A tutor in one family
would often teach the neighboring children and form a "select
school!,

The church played an important role in the development
of education. The records show that there were many c¢ases
where the early clergyman added to his duties by teaching.

The school "Belle Air" was a classical school of the
highest type. It was opened for instruction in 181l. In
181} "Belle Air" was movea’ﬁa the new building on the Lewis
estate and a new school was begun. This school was opened
on November 24, 1814 and took the name "Llangollen", It was

the first and only school in Spotsylvanisa County to have
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military training as a part of its curriculum.

Other classical schools were: "The DeJarnet School®
1835-1847; “The Coleman School" 1837-1857; and the "James
Powell School® (dates not known),

There wére & few private schools during this early
period. They selected their pupils with respect £¢ ability,.
social class, and sex. During this early period the author
could find'no‘record of any attempt to educate the Negroes in
the county. A4ll school were for white children only.

The academy éavemant reached its peak in Spotsylvania
County during the last quarter of the nineteeth cenﬁuny., The
academy offered an education to those who did not desire the
puine.free school education and to those who wished to advance
beyond the elementary school 1ev®i. The movement was not
widespread, but it did play an important paét in the development

of education.



CHAPTER III
THE STRUGGLE FOR FREE SUPPORTED SCHOOLS

The system of publie education as it exist in Virginia
today resulted from a gradual evolutionary process. As the
democratic spirit of the frontier graduslly expanded and the
equality of opportunity was becoming an accepted principle, a
few thinkers, notably Jefferson, began to consider education
for the masses rather than for a select few. Popular education
meant to Jefferson the means for securing an intelligent
electorate and for insuring the direction of the government
by the gOVBTHQﬂal

In the "Virginia Bill for the More General Diffusion
of Knowledge," submitted on June 8; 1799, we find Jefferson's
idea of the place of education in a democracy, This bill,
according to- Maddox, is generally accepted as the first American
proposal for a modern state school system of education.? The
bill proposed one system of education common to all,‘the'rich
and poor allkes .[There was to be, under this plan, a publicly
supported and locally controlled primary school offering three

years training to all children: A select few who were capable

1 williem Arthur HMaddox, The Free School ldea in
Virginia Before the Civil War (New York: Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1918); Pe lk.

2 Ibid., p. 12
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and interested were to attend publicly supported académies
and from this latter group a chosen few would be sent to
William and Mary College at public expense.

The plan of Jefferson was not adopted, but in 1796 the
General Assembly passed a bill that called for the establishment
of a system of free public primary schools., This bill was
similar to the "Virginia Bill for the More General Diffusion
of Knowledge" submitted by Jefferson in 1779. This new law
was to become effective in each county by the calling of an
election of county aldermen by the county court. This was not
a compulsory state wide affalr but depended engirely on the
local courts, There is no record that the law was put in
effect ig Spotsylvania County. Jefferson states the reason
why no schools were establisheé under this laws

The members of the courts are the wealthy members of

the counties; and as the expénse of the schools are to be
defrayed by a contribution proportioned to the aggregate
of other taxes which everyone pays, they consider it as
a plan to educate the poor at the expense of the rich.3
. This was the condition that existed in Virginia until
the General Assembly met in 1810 and created the Literary Fund,
from which source schools were to be conducted in every county

in the state. The act which established the Literary Fund on

February 2, 1810, reads as follows:

3 A, J. Morrison, The Beginning of Public Education in
Virginia, 1776-1860 (Richmond: State Board of Education), pe. 9.
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1. Be it enacted, That all escheats, fines, confis-
cations, penalties, and forfeitures, and all rights in
personal property aceruing to the commonwealth as derelict
and having no rightful proprietor, be and the same are
hereby appropriated to the encouragement of learning and
that the auditor of public accounts be and he is hereby
required to open an account known as the Literary Fund.

To which he shall carry every payment thereafter made

into the treasury on every payment escheat or confiscation
which has happened or may happen, or any fins, penalty or
forfeiture which has been or which may accrue; provided
always that this act shall not apply to militia fines,

2. And be it further enacted, That the fund aforesaid
shall be divided and appropriated as to -the next Legislature,
Provided always that the aforesaid fund shall be appropriated
to the sole benefit of a school or schools, to be kept in
each and every county within this commonwealth, subject
to such orders and regulations as the General Assembly
shall hereaf*er direct,

It is to be noted that the act merely created the fund

and left to ﬁhe next Legislature the setting up of machinery

for appropriating it to the benefit of schools. In the following
year, an act was passed whereby the Literary Fund was to be

used for the seducation of the poor. The law did not provide
adequate machinery for the establishment of schoolg;y little or
no supervision was required, nor were gqualifications for
teachers stated, and the manner of accounting for the money
apportioned to the county by ths treasurer permitted laxity

in regard to expenditures. The law provided only for the
illiteracy of indigents, many of whose parents preferred illite-
racy to the stigma contingent upon the acceptance of this

legislative charity.

b pcts of Assembly, 1810, p. 15.
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Besides the stigma assoclated with the acceptance of
charity there wers othér causes for the indifferent success
the act received in 3Spotsylvania County: children were needed
at home to work; they did not have suitable clothing to wear
to school; because of sparse population, it was impossible to
locate schools w@thin reach of indigent childrenj; it was diffi-
cult to employ qualified teachers at such a low tuition fea.

Tﬁe following information taken from the report of the
school commissioners in 1831 gives avidence.tbat Spotsylvania
County did make some effort to educate the poor children under
the act of 1810, .

The character of the teachers having the care of the
poor children of this county are generally good. The
children who attend school. regularly progress well
generally, but many of them in the county are suffered
by their neglegent parents to lose much time from school,
such of course, profit but little, In Fredericksburg,
where the schools are convenient to the children, they
are gsent to school from the.ages of six to thirteen years,
but in the country generally, between the ages of nine
and fourteen. No preference has yet been given to either
sex. The commissioners consider the children of parents
who are unable to school them, and orphans who are left
without a support, of that deseription coming within the
meaning of the term "indigent" of this description of
echildren, perhaps not more than one half of the number in
the county has been annually sent to school, sometimes
owing to their not being convenient to schools, sometimes
for the want of funds, and too often owing to the poverty
or carelessness (perhaps both) of parents, they being too
poor or too negligent and inattentive to the interest of
their children to fit them out for school. The sum of
$300. annually would not be more than sufficient to educate
all the poor children who reside in the town of Fredericksburg.’

5 Second Auditor's Report, September 30, 1831, p, 3h.
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In 1837 the school commissioners reported that no
public schools had been established in the county. They also
stated that the private schools were taught generally by
persons of good charagter, who were qualified to discharge
their duties.®

During the years just prior to 1846, there was much
activity among various leaders in Virginia. . There were those
who wished to modify the lsw under which the Literary Fund
was administered, and there were those who advoecated a system
of public schools for all, partislly tax-supported. Some
leaders wished to discontinue all free public education and
expend the revenue from. the Literary Fund on higher institutions.
The educational statistics of the United States census of
1840 added to the debate when it showed that Virginia had a
greater percentage of illiteracy than many of her sister states,
Educational leaders called conventions in all sections of the
state, the most important being the State convention held in
Richmond in 1845. Newspapers, magazines, and lyceum orators
endeavﬁre& to stir the people of the state to some action.

The law of 1846 placed public education on a level some-
Q;at similar to the place it has in our present educational
system, The county court was required to divide the county into

as many districts as it deemed wise, and to appoint a school

® Ipia.
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commissioner for sach district. The commissioners were re—
quired te'daaignéte one of their number as county superintendent.
The superintendent was to sérve in somewhat the same capacity
as the treasurer did prior to 1846, He was required to keep
a strict account of finances and school attendance., Further,
he was to visit‘and supervise the schools of the county, and
if he desired he could demand from teachers of public charges
information concerning their curricula and methods. The
superintendent was compensated to the amount of two and half
per cent of his county's quota expended for educational purposes.
The improvement of the law of 1846 over the previous law of
1818 was the election of a county superintendent, who in a
meagure was to coordinate and supervise the public educational
program and to‘make an accurate report of pupil attendance and
financial expenditures.

The school act of 1846 made it possible, for counties
desiring to do so, to set up pubicly'aupported‘schccls for all
children. Spotsylvania County did not take advantage of this
privilege.

In 1852, Spotsylvania County was divided into four
districts, Chancellor, Courtland, Livingston, and Berkley, and
commissioners were appointed for each distri¢t,7 None of the

‘records indicate that any public schools were set up in the

Actag_{ AS$emb]3X’ 1852, P 1&7.




L5
county under the act of 1846, This was due to several reasonss
£1rst,/there was the well-to-do group who sent thelr children
to private schools in the county or elsewhere; second, during
the War Between the States, Spotsylvania became the Flanders
of the war., Women, children, and aged men were compelled to
become "refugees® from their homes, In the dead of winter the
and shelter, if they could, in homes, out-houses, barns and
cattle~sheds of friends and sympathizers. The ground was
literally plowed with bullets and shells, and human bodies lay
dead by the hundreds.

When the war was over the men returned to their homes,
they had to start life anew. All that they had worked for was
gone. Their farms were filled with craters made by explosive
shells; their crops were burned and their homes pillaged.
Children were needed to work at home to help with the chores.
It was a eritical time in the history of the county and men
could give but little thought to education.

The Virginia Constitution of 1869 made it obligatory
upon the State Legislature to establish a system of publie
school education. The constitutional provisions for public
education in Virginia were not made without heated debates,
The Constitutional Convention, called under the Reconstructed
Act of March 2, 1867, and convened in October of that year,

was composed largely of out-ofe-state radicals and Negroes.
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The eleven members composing the committee on education ine
cluded‘Nagraes.e The Negroes clamored from the start for an
equality of educational opportunities by & constitutional
provision for mixed schools, believing that otherwise their
educational privileges would be limited. They felt that this
was an opportunity to improve their social status. But the
provisions for mixed schools perished in the convention,?

Another problem that was recognized by the conservatives
was the ability of the state to finance a tax-supported system
of education., On this point the conservatives were defeated,
and the consgtitution, with provisions for a state gystem of
tax-supported schools, was finally ratified July 6, 1869,
Undey seection eight of the constitution, the next legislature
was required to elect a state superintendent of public instruct-
ion, who was to report to the General Assembly, within thirty
days after his selection, a plan for a uniform system of free
education, 10

At the next session of the legislature, Rev, W. H.
Ruffner was elected the first state superintendent of schools,

and he outlined within tiventy-three days after his selection

g Edgar W, Knight, "Reconstructlon and Education in
Virginia® (Reprint from South Atlantic Quarterly, Vol. 15,
Nos. 1, 11, January and April, 1916), p. 10.

Ibid.’ p. 120
1 1piq., p. 13.
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a plan for a system of public education. The pién was revised
slightly by Dr. John B, Minor, of the University of Virginia
law faculty. The plan was enacted into law July 11, 1870 under
the title of "An Act to Establish and Maintain a system of
Public Free Schools,nll

The law as finally adopted provided for a .state superin-
tendent of public instruction to be appointed by the General
Assembly. The State Board of Education, comprising the Governor,
Attorney General, and the $téte_3uperint@ndent; was empowered
to name, with the concurrence of the Senate, a superintendent
of each county. The county supérinﬂenﬁent’was to be paid
largely from state funds, and was a state officer raether than
a local officer, Hach county was to be divided into not less:
than three school districts from each of whigh three trustees
were to be appointed. The hoard éf trustees comprised the
actual governing body of the local school. Teachers were to
be appointed by the district trustees and certified by the
county superintendent. Provisions for financial support called
for contributions from the state; the county and the local
distriets the counties and districts being permitted to supple-
ment the state appropriations if they should so desire. The
law further provided for state and local supervision. Separate

schools for the two races were to be free to all children of

L aets of Assembly, 1870, p. 402,
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the state between the ages‘of five and twenty-one.l2

During the first few years many obstacles hindered the

development of the state school system in Spotsylvania County:
there was the strong element favoring the private schoolss
most land owners were hostile towards a tax at that timej and
the county was faced with an economic problem as a result of
the war., Under these conditions the progress of the free
public schools in Spotsylvania County did not begin until 1870.
In 1870 M¥r. John Howison, Fredericksburg, Virginia,
was appointed the first superintendent of public instruction
for sSpotsylvania County. The school systems of the county and
the city of Fredericksburg were under the supervision of the
same superintendent until May 15, 1883, when the city entered
upon a separate and independent Jurisdiction. In his report
to the state department in 1871 concerning the sentiment of
the people in the county toward public education, Superintendent
Howison stated:

When the schools were first started they were manifestly
popular; but when the tax of even only one mill on the
dollar!s worth of property was asked, the landholders
generally turned against the system, and politicians wish-
ing to make political capital have branded it as a Radical

measure, and openly avow a wish to postpone the operation
of the system till we have paid the public debt.l:

12 pcts of Assembly, 1870, pp. Ll ££. l.c.

Virginia School Report, 1871, p. 152.
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During the school session 1870~1871 the following
number of schools opened in each district: Chancellor, g;ght ‘
white and no colored; Livingston, eight white and four colored;
Courtland, eight white and three colored; Berkley, five white
and three colored,l4

The schools for colored children were taught by colored
teachers in all districts during the 1870-1871 school session.
It was impossible to get white teachers to teach in the schools
for colored children when the system was first begun in the
county.15 The records do not show that any effort was made to
educate the colored children in the county prior to 1870. All
private schools in the county were for white children only.lé

In 1870 Spotsylvania County adopted the following text
books to be used in the séboolsz Holmes and McGuffy's Speller;
Holmes and énGuffy's Reader; Davies and Venable's Arithmetic;
Guyote and Maury's Geography; Bullion and Harvey's Grammar.l7

Although the school trustees adopted these text books,
it is apparent that the records that they were not used in all

the schools in the county.

15 Ibid., p. 171,
16 Ibid, 3 P 194.

17 1bid., p. 195.
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The teachers were paid according to the ability of the
districts to pay for education., The average teacher-salary
for the school session 1870-187L was $16.75 per month in all
districts.}8 Superintendent Howison stated in his report of
1872 to the State. Departments "The most of the teachers in
our county are capable., I have not seen much improvement yet.
They have not had sufficient experience."l9

There were no teacher-institutes held in the county
during the '1870-1871 and 1871-1872 school sessions: Superinten-
dent Howison stated, #I have not been able to hold a teacherst
.inatitute. I cannot get the teachers together; shall endeavor
to get them together this year."20 Since Spotsylvania County
‘had an area of 413 square miles with poor roads and practically
no transportation facilities, it was very hard to hold a
teachers! institute in the county.

During these first yearsijof public education in Spots-
ylvania County, public sentiment was strong against the publie
school system and particulerly against the education of the
colored children. In his-report to the State Depart@ent in

1872, Superintendent Howison stateds

18 1piq., po 120,
19 Virginia' School Report, 1872, p. 68.
0 1hidl, pe 8L
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Publie senitment is not favorable to the system of
public free schools in the county of Spotsylvania, Most
of the people are land holders, and they think their
interest unjustly dealt with, and their prejudice.against

colored schools is very strong. Nevertheless, the colored
vote, together with that of the white non-propérty holders,
give a preponderance in faver of the schools.2l

From the beginning of the public free schools in the

county, the colored people had been vary:mnch concerned with

the education of their race. Superintendent Howison stated

in his report to the State Department in 1872: "The colored

people are still very anxious to have their children educated.n2?
There was a $£eady imprevemeni in the attitude toward

the public school system in Spotsylvania County. This can be

seen from the following abstracts, portions of which have al=-

ready been quoted,.taken-frcm'bhe written reports of Superine

tendent Howison to the State Department:

1871

When the schools were first started, they were manifestly
popular; but when the tax of even only one mill on the
dollar's worth of property was asked, the land holders
generally turned against the system, and branded it as a
Radical measure, and openly avow a wish to postpone the

operatéon of the system till we have paid the public State
debt.

1872

Public sentiment is not favorable to the system af public
free schools in the county of Spotsylvania. Most of the
people are land holders, and they think their interests

A
lbiga’ Pe 33.
%2 1bid., p. 40.
23

Virginia School Report, 1871, p. 152.
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unjustly dealt with, and their prejudice against colored
schools is very strong. Nevertheless, the colored vote,
together with that of the white non-property holders,
gives a preponderance in favor of the schools.?h

1873
No change in public sentiment the past yesr, Favor is
extended upon the ground of the ngcessity for the schools.2?

1874
. Public opinion is more favorable to the public school

systeme

1875 ,
Spotsylvania reported a gain in sentiment .27

1876

Publie senitment remains unchanged. Everyone expresses
himself favorable,. but the public does not extend that
hearty support to the schools which indicates a personal
interest in them.28

1877

Public sentiment is more definite. Both friends and
enemies are more outspoken in their sentiments, The
system has lost none of its strength.29

1878
No change.BQ

1879
Public sentiment is said to be more favorable towards
public schoole ek

25
25
26
27
28

. Yirginia School Report, 1872, p. 33
Virginia School Report, 1873, p. 32.
Virginia School Report, 1874, p. 50.
Virginia School Report, 1875, p. LS.
Virginia School Rebort, 1876, p. 28.
Virginia School Report, 1877, p. 28.
Virginia School Report, 1878, pe 7.
Virginia School Report, 1879, xi.
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It first the county owned a small portion of its
school buildings. A l&rge'portion of the schools that exisﬁed
ag private schools in the county before the publié free schools
were begun were adopted into the staete system. In some instances
the schools that were owned by private individuals and those
owned by communities were given to the county or sold for a
very small‘sunh

The records show that many of the citizens in the county
preferred the private schools to the public schools. In 1870
there were twenty-eight private schools for white children in
operation in the county. These private schools had a total
enrollment of twentyenine teachers and L64 pupils. The private
schools were operated approximately nire and a half months in
the year as compared to four months operation of the public free
schools.32 (On account of sparsely settled communities and, to
a certain extent, poorly operated schools, many citizens in the
county continued sending their children to private schools for
many years after the public schools came into existence and they
employed private tutors as late as the first part of the twentieth
century.

The school officials planned a long;time building progranm

from the very beginning of publie education in the county.

3 Virginia School Report, 1871, p. 194.
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Superintendent Howison stated in his report to the State
Department in 1872 that: "We endsavor to erect a new and
comfortable school house in each district every year, and in
this way, the school houses are gradually improving,"33

In 1873 there were thirty-nine school houses in Spots-
ylvania County. Of this number, eighteen were made of logs,
thirteen were frame buildings, and six were made of brick.3k

It would be impossible to deseribe each building in the
county at this period. In general the characteristics were
about the same; to describe any one would be deseribing all.
The author visited many of them and, in many cases, talked with
citizens who actually attended classes in them. All of the
buildings were of the one-story type with one room. A majority
had two windows on each side. There weres a few that did not
have any windows. The school desks were made of pine logs and
had been carved with initials by boys who liked to whittle.
A majority were heated with open fire-plades but a few were
equipped with big box stoves. In either case, those that sat
near the fire were scorched while those that sat at a distance
were wishing for some of the heat. The school equipment was

carefully kept in the teacher's desk, and consisted of a box of

33 Virginia School Report, 1872, p. 100,
Virginia School Report, 1873, p. 107.
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chalk, a small globe, a bell, and an attendance register. A
recitation bench stoed at the front of the rcom near the teacher's
desk, In the corner stood a bench on which was a tin water pail
with a dipper in it, The blackboard covered the entire length
of the wall behind the teacher's desk. It had been made by
painting the wall black. Cracks and holes were plentiful, and
this made writing on the board quite a task. The eraser was
a block of wood with a piece of sheepskin tacked on one side of
it. In many cases, the eraser was a rage.

In Spotsylvania County both men and women taught in this
early period. It usually required a teacher who was a strong
disciplinarian to manage some of the bigger boys. It was not
an unusual occurrence for some of the bigger boys to try to
"run the teacher out,.”

The studies were confined chiefly to reading, spelling,
writing, arithmetic, geography, and grammar. Friday afternoon
was the time for the spelling match and the entire school
tspelled down.® This type of spelling match was carried on in
the following manner: The pupils lined up in a row and when a
pupil missed a word that was pronounced to him, the first one
below him that spelled the word correctly moved up and took his
place. The best speller in the school was the pupil who held
on to the top position after everyone slseé had been "spelled
down,. "

During the 1874~75 school session, we have pupils taking
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the "higher branches" (courses that went bsyond the elementary
level) for the first time in the county. There were thirty-
eight white children taking the "higher branches" and no colored
children.35 .

In 1879, Mr, John Howison died. It is said that nhe
continued in the execution of the office until the hour of his
death.® After the death of Superintendent Howison, M¥r. John
L. Marye Jr., Fredericksburg, Virginia, was appointed Superin-
tendent of rublic Instruction of Spotsylvania County on
September 15, 1879 and served until December 6, 1879.

On January 8, 1880, Mr, E. M. Crutchfield, & citizen of
Spotsylvania County, was appointed to the office of Superintendent
of Public Instruction. Mr. Crutchfield was prineipal of the
white and negro graded schools in Fredericksburg at the same

_time he held the office of superintendent of schools for the
city of Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County.

Superintendent Crutechfield made the following report to
the State Department for the 1880-188L school session:

Some general progress made in school organization, in
the classification and graduation, especially in the former
in the tendency to the reduction of the number of classes.
Progress in methods of instruction was confined to a few
teachers, and especially to those who attended the University

Normal, whose schools were already bearing the legitimate
and wholesome fruit of that attendance.J

32 Virginia School Report, 1875, p. 13.
3 Virginia School Heport, 1881, p. 49.
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Superintendent Crutchfield made the following report
to the State Departwent concerning teachers' institutes held
during the 1880-188l session:

One institute held in Fredericksburg. Thirty-four
teachers (eighty-nine per cent of the number in commission)
in attendance.. The improved methods of instruction in the
different public school branches were presented and exempli-
fied, with the assistance, in some instances, of the school
children from the town schools, whose attendance added
very much to ithe interest of the institute which was a
complete success- ~teachers pleased and benefitted and
anxlous to atiend another. The only cause for regret was
that it was too late in the session for the teachers to
carry into practice the methods, stc., presenteds But we
look for a great advance in this direction this year.37

The following report was made to the State Department
by Superintendent Cfutchfieldifor the session 1881-1882 concerning
teachers! institutes held in thé county:

No regular teacherst institute held. The one held in
1880-1881 was such a success that I was unwilling to under-
take one that would be less so, and being unsble to secure
asgistance for that purpose, 1 concluded to defer it until
the beginning of the school session of 1882-1883, experience
having taught me that the results would be: at least 50
per cent better when held in the early part as against
the latter part of a session, I held district teachers!
meetings weekly throughout the fall and winter, and found
them to be of great benefit. The teachers in one district
would visit the school of a brother or sister teacher one
day in the week, and observe his or her methods of teaching;
the next week this would be done in another district, and
so on through the four districts, when the first district.
would do at a second school what it had done four weeks
before at the first, and so on alternating betwsen district
and district, and school and schools The great benefit of
this was its practicalness- -no theory, but practice. The
fact of seeing good, bad and indifferent was instructive.
For‘wa;ﬁbuﬁg learn the lesson of how not to do; as well as

- how to do.

37 1big,
38 virginia School Report, 1882, p. 42.
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On May 15, 1883, Dr. J. D. Pulliam was appointed
superintendent Qf the public free schools in the county and
served in this capacity until March 4, 1884, when J. M,
Holliday of Holliday, Virginia was appointed superintendent
of publie schools in the county.

On May 15, 1883, Fredericksburg became a separate and
independent juriadiction; Genepal Daniel Ruggles was appointed
the first superintendent of public schools in the city of
Fredericksburg.39

The first graded school in Spotsylvania County was lo-
cated at Partlow in 1883 and had a total enrollment of sixty
pupils with an average daily attendance of twenty-eight, It
was for white children and was taught five months during the
year., The principal was Mr, Absalom Waller, a citizen of the
county. The building consisted of two rooms with a faculty of
two: the principal and one teacher.i0 .

The first graded school in the county for coleored child-
ren was located at Summit in 1884, It had a total enrollment
of 127 pupils with an average daily*attendanca of forty~eight,

The building had two rooms with a faculty of two teachers and

kX General Daniel Ruggles, "The Publie Free Schools of
the City of Fredericksburg", Superintendent's Report of 1885,

W yirginia School Report, 1884, p. 23.
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the school was taught for eight months during the 1885-1886
sesgion. The cost of tuition per month per pupil was 31 cents
as compared to 97 cents per pupil enrolled for the graded school
/ .
for white children taught by Mr., Absalom Waller the year before.4l
From all available date concerning the graded schools
in Spotsylvania County, any school that had more than one
teacher in the same building was classed as a graded school,
Under such a system Spotsylvania County did not have a true
graded school, The same type of teaching was garried on in a
school of this type as was done in the one-room schools through-
out the county. This type of school was merely two one-room
schools under the same roof. In the Virginia School Reports
for the school year 1887-1888, we find that a graded school
had the following characteristies:

1. In a graded school, each subject to be taught is
divided into parts, and these parts are arranged in the
order of their difficulty and complexity- ~i, e., they are
arranged in an ascending series, the most elementary part
being placed first. The number of these parts must be
decided by the number of grades necessary for or possible
to the particular school to be graded.

2+ Each part of the different subjects is proportioned
to the corresponding parts of each of the others, to the

power and knowledge of the pupils for it is intended, and
to the time in which it is to be taught.

Virginia School Report, 1885, p. 74.
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3. Groups are formed of the corresponding grades of
each of the subjects, and these groups are called grades,

4. The pupils are assigned to these grades according
to the degree of their knowledge and power, They are
required to take all studies of the grade to which they
belong, and these must be completed beforse any study in
the next grade is begun,

5, When any pupil has mastered all the subjects of a
lower grade, he 1s transferred to a higher.

- 6. There are appointed times for general promotion,
but a pupil may be promoted or demoted at any time which
it seema~advisableh§
In 1885 Mr. Chancellor Bailey, a citizen of Sﬁotaylvania
County, was appointed superintendent of schools for the county.
Superintendent Bailey served as county Superintendent of schools
until 1897, During this perioed from 1885 to 1897, twenty-
four new school buildings were erected. These buildings werse
all of the one-room type.ss
Publie fesling by 1886 had grown very much in favor of
public free schools. Superintendent Béiley in his report to
the State Department in 1887.remarked on this growth of
favorable sentiment,
When asked by the State Department how the efficiency
of publie schools in Spotsylvaniaieounty'could be improved,
Superintendent Bailey gave the following answer in his 1889

school report: "By having money enough to run them longer,

43 yirginia School Report, 1888, p. 2h.
b Virginia School Reports for years indicated.



63
and enough to command the best abillty as regards taachers.§h5
The records show that teachers were not paid on schedule for
the years 1890 to 1894 inclusive, There were times when the
county treasurer did not have sufficient funds to pay them.46

In 1897, Mr. L. M. Smith was appointed superintendent
\ of schools for Spotsylvania County and served in this capacity
until 1905.

More liberal provisions for taxation for school purposes °
made it possible for local authnritias to increase the county
and district levies in the State Constitution of 1902.," The
statute law requires that the combined levy for schools in each
district and county should not be less than fiftesn cents on
the hundred dollars, or to express it more accurately, seven
and one-half cents on the hundred was required both in the
district aend in the county: The following table shows the
increase in local school taxation in Spotsylvania County for

the years indicated:

45 yirginia school Report, 1889, p. 81
46 Virginia School Reports for years indicated.
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TABLE III
SCHOOL TAXATIONAT

District Funds County Funds

Average number of cents levied Number of cents levied
on $100 for on $100 for
1902-03 1904-05 1902-03 1904~05

5 5 8 8

The above table shows that the statute regulating the
minimum district school tax was not complied with in Spote-
gylvania County.

Dr. T, Welch Dew was appointed superintendent of public
instruction for Spotsfliaaia County in 1905 and served in this
office until 1907. Dr. Dew was a practicing physician in the
gounty at the same time he was superintendent of schools and
is still active in his profession in the city of Fredericksburg.

During the years 1905 to 1907§8a teachers! institute
was held in the éounty esach year. A county teachers' associa-
tion was org;nizad and distriet teachers! meetiiygs were held.
The teachers as a whoie received a small increase in salary;
naturally they were more enthusiastic, and manifested more

professional zeal. Notwithstanding this, there was a greater

47 virginia School Report, 190k, xxvii.
“8  yirginia School Report, 1903, xxxix.



65
scarcity of teachers these years than ever before, mainly
because salaries were still too low, and many teachers were
leaving the work, while the indn¢§ment was not sufficient to
cause others to qualify themselves.49

The increase in salaries was proportioned to the kind
of certificate held by the teachers. Those who held a‘first—
grade certificate had an increase of five dollars per month
in salary} those who held a second-grade certificate had an
increase of two dollars and fifty cents per month; and those
holding a third grade certificate had an inerease of three
dellars per month., The school term was increased one month
in one district, There were two consolidations in the county
during these two years with an increase of $1700,00 spent in
school buildiﬁgs.5ﬂ

In 1907, Mr. Jemes Ashby was appointed Superintendent
of Public Instruction for Spotsylvania County. Mr, Ashby had
gerved as Superintendent of rublic Instruction for Stafford
County for several years prior to 1907. In 1907 the counties
of Spotsylvania and Stafford were. combined into one educational
jurisdiction and were under the supervision of one superiptenﬁenk.
Mr, Ashby served as superintendent of both countiss until 1917,
The combination of Spotsylvania and Stafford counties was

designed as a means of economizing school funds.

49 Virginia School Report, 1905, p. 87.
50 Virginia School Heport; 1906, p. 91.
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In 1912, the State Uepartment of iiducation attempted to
messure the efficlency of the county school systems, Concerning
the efficiency of the county schools, State Superintendent R.
C. Stearnes in his eonusl report tp the General Assembly of
Virginia had the following to say:
To measure the efficiency of our system, county by
eounty, the Department of Public Instruction has used
six tests to which others will be added. 4 table has
boen prepared giving for each county: (1) The enrollment
for eight years (1906-1913); (2) the average daily
attondancey (3) the number of school-housesy (4) the
total number of schoolroomey (5) the high school
enrollment, and _iés} the number of visits by division
superintendent ¢5
The following table shows the sfficiency of the Spote
sylvania County School system, according to snrollment,
attendance, buildings, high school records ond activities of

division superintendent.

51 Beport of the Superintendent of public Instruction,
Vifgiﬂiaﬁ 1.9}-}4 P 296 '
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TABLE IV

SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM
OF ENROLLMENT, ATTENDANCE, BUILDINGS,
HIGH SCHOOLMRECORDS, AND ACTIVITIES OF
DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS2

1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
White enrollment 993 992 940 1052 1069. 1088 1089 1238

White average daily

attendance 607 530 551 673 636 621 653 T1T
Whole No. school
buildings 55 55 56 57 58 53 56 54

No. rooms in all 55 59 66 6L 61 56 59 61

No. White students
studying higher

branches © - 21 21 "30 - 16 26 53 54
No. visits by
division

superintendent 56 54 5L 17 65 64 66 63

52 Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Virginia, 1914, p. 51























































































































































































































































