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A fanztio 4# a men that does vhat he thinks th' Lord wud do
if He knew th* faots 4f th' case,

%ﬁar?hﬁag mein

When impﬁa and dreams are loose in the streets, it is well
for the tinmid to lock doers, shutber windows, and lie lew
until the wrath has passed. For thers o often & wonstrous
incongruity between the hopes, howeveyr noble and tender, snd
the action that followe them,

Erik ?@ﬁ'w_ in




} % Revival, sosevies of sutburate of religlove

OE ma@iw& by the work of Charles Grandison Finney and
hia followers first in the western New/York State area and
then in most of tho northem half of the United States during
the late 1820's and early 1930's, waé oL major importance in
the history of America,  One of the mod ontstanding ways in
which its irxﬂx&m& wae m& was in the uent growth and
guccess of the tremendous crusade agednst clavery which swept
the country only a feu yeave after the revivals,

intislavery was led by men who hed been converted in
the Finney rovivale; in 4t cun be seen oporating the same
paychologicsl detorminents which were so vitel in ewplaining
the success of revivelisn, The crussders sgalnet the evil of
slavery presched theiy doctyine and dopma for slmost a decads
throughout the north, olinging tensclously to 4t in the face
of hostile mobe and often at personsl wisk, elther to lifs and
1imb or through loss of friends and family., Thelr absoludism,
their singlénass of purpose, were in large messure due to their
unshakeble falth in the rightesuspess of tha&r cpuse, & Cauas
hich was God'e cause,

Abolitionten and revivalism were rélated in many vital
wayss The vast majority of the antislavery orussders were raised
in strongly Christisn homes and nurtured on the traditional
Protestant doctrines; they were already extremsly strong religions
personslities at the tise they fall under the regensrating ine
fluence of the Great Revival, The experience of conversion in
the rovival gave strong snd fresh impetus to thelr alrendy-firm
religious conviction snd eventugted in the growth of their
already-present antislavery fedling until 4% culminated m the
abolition ocrusede, The influence of religion in general, and
evangelical religion as preached by Flaney in m@mm San
be seen in the dootvine wiich the abolitionists W&ﬁa&, %ha
manner in which they advanced these doctrines, and thelr detere
mination and devotion to thelr ssume in spite of bitter hosti.
1ity and opposition, There wers other important threads in the
tapestyy of antisdavery thought, but those of religious thought
and modes of thinking, conditioned by intense evangelival fervor,
form the main fabrie,
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ABOLITIONISH AND REVIVALISM:
A BTUDE IN RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL MOTIVATION



CHAPTER I

The second gquarter of the nineteenth century in Amee
rica was & turbulent peviod of sweeping impulses and strong
gurrents which raced ﬂrrmh the eountry and eventuslly swept
it down into the maclotrom of eivil wars Such diverse plreams
as "Jacksonian desocracy,® revivaliem and "Finneylen,” west.
ward expansion, seotionsl jealousy and friction, and the great
tide of antislavery gave this guarter of the sentury a dyngw
nism and spirit which set At apart from much ¢f the relstives.
1y soooth flow of American history. 1€ wes, as Allce Felt
Tyler aptly cells 4%, "frecdom's forment,? when the young na-
tion, at last free from foredgn threat, turned her energy back
upon bersalf to strengthen and change her very nature. This
was the age of transcendentaliem and Edgar Allan Poe, of the
Erie Consl and the Oregon Trail, of growing politicsl awaree
ness and finesse, of nullification and the "monster benk,”
of Tippesanse and the Alsme, OGiants strode acrose the stage
of american politice, wen such se Daniel Webster, Henry Clay,
John G. Calhoun, Andrew Jaskson »» glante whe dominated and
ruled their scenes so well that when they diseppeared thers
were not eguals to take their places, only lesser men who could




not hold in check the ever<growing tension and dlseension
wdoh wracked the sountry.

0f 211 the currente of thought vhich swept through the
land in thds time, none was more untamed than that of antie
dlavery, & militant abolitionism nourished by the energies
of & bow gencration unti) 4t epilled over into the other trie
butaries of American iife, whipping then into a whiripool of
ovatory and emodion which boiled over into the fury of the
Civil Wav., This fluodtide of sntislavery did not suddenly
well upp 4% grew from the antislavery sentiment which had been
o part of fuerican thought almoest since the intreduction of
Hegro slaves. The laesser stresms of entislavery had cbbed
and flowed for over twp hundred years until in the late 1820's
and esrly 1830%s they met in that eonfluence of idess and men
uhich resulted in the formation of the imerican Mti.Savery
Bociety.

The hnerdosn Anti«Slavery Society, founded late in 1833,
wse at first only one of & nuber of banevslont sccleties
formed by & group of woalthy Bow Torkers who saw & multitude
of evile in the country and were determined fo do away with
them, Awong the pther causes wbich these dediceted reformers
enbraced were {ewperance, manusl lsbor, no madl on Sundays,
vomen's rights, and the Mary Magdalene Soclely, devoted o
aiding the eity's "fallen wonen,® The refowmers would fre.
qumﬁay shift from one cause Yo apother, and sonctimes come

bine two or more erusades inte such smultd.purpose analgans



a5 the "Ashtabula County Female AntleSlavery Soetety.sl Bub
the sntislavery cause itself soon duarfed sl others and aobe
sorbed into itedlf their most dedicated and sble workers, men
such as Theodore Dwight Weld and Janes Oillesplie Birvney, Led
' by Weld and financed by Artbur and Lewis Tappen, the agents of
the Society travelled the nation for slmost o decede seeking
sonvorts to thelr antislavery cause and omisade, They preached
that slavery was a sin, en evil, and that it must be eradicated
before it broughl down even greaber evils upon the nation; this
dootrine they prosched overywhere, often in the face of almost
overvhelming odds, Hostile mobs sonfronted the amtislavery
lecturers mwm after toun, threatening their 1ives and Pro
guently doing them actual physical vislences cne abolitiondst,
Elijah Loveloy, died a martyr to his cause. To face this open
hpotility and the grueling physiesl pundshment of night after
night of lecturing and treveliing - a strain vnder whish many
of them broke »= these men had to lesve Lanily and friends,
seiing then forever, o tregic thing which
noppened 1o seversl Southewners enrolled in the antislave
But leave frdends and families these ¢
courvageous men did, as they spread the gospel of slavery ae &n
absulube wrong and warned in thunderous tones of the terridle

1 Theadors Mm Weld to Elizur wmm m mwa; e
Bamm and Mg&kﬁ fﬁ*"i 0Ny ﬁf?n Zhe _ £ theodore




donsequences whioh must come if slavery continved, Yhey were

a remarkable group of wen, composed of egual parts of voursge
and daving, holy rAghteousmess, and flercely-burning conviction;
and thay wore ‘%&iﬁm}’& a: %ramméws influence on the sourse of
Anerican hetory.

The impact 6 the antislavery movement upon the nation
is #fiieult to gauge Lully, but 4% is probable that had thers
been no abolition crasade there would have been be Civil Wav,
Antislavery fervor injected into national politics en emstional
tinge which made 44 inoreasingly difTioult and eventually impose
sible to discuss the very resl seotional differences of the
growing nation, Attacked with shesdilyemounting virulence by
northern sbolitionists and alvald of another dlave uprising such
a5 the Nat Turneér vevolt besguse of antislavery sgitaddion, the
South withdrew more and more into herself, turning what had
once been & reasonably open seoloety into an increasingly
and beleaguered o~ OF 50 Shey thought ~» way of 1ife,

Bren ae thay aplit the land, the sholitianists were theme
selves spddt dnts Tooticns, tho maln one conterad arvound New
York Clty «Ath 3 swaller, more vedical group in Boston under the
Yeadership of Wiltiss Lloyd arvicon, 'The botter part of the
fame, snd the notoriety, of the abolition oruends has gone to
Garrison and bis radicsl compatriots, but the heart and muecle
of gholitionism was that bend of antiolavery Looturers based
in and finsnced from New York, Through thedr sgencies in the
Wesbern Reserve, wostern Few York State, Michigan and Indlans




and Tildnsts, the resl work of sbolitiontcing the country was
done. Arthur ond Lewis Tappen, Thebdore Delght Weld, Barah and
Angeling Grimke, Jemes 6illespie Birney, Henry Boxter Stanton,
and many others less well loown to history «w these men brought
the antiglavery crusade to 4ts fruition,

They, and the areas in which thelr greatest suseess came,
had been participants, only a few years before the height of the
antislavery campaign, in the Orest Revival, a series of raligious
revivals conductod by Charles Crandisoy Phmey, the aajer Anerie
ean ovengelled betwesn Jonsthan Bduerds and Gesrpe Whitofield
in the late cighteonth cantury and Dwight L. Moody at the end
of the ninetesnth, Fimney's caresr as an svangelist spanned

nearly half o centuvy, and ho served as 3 trancitional figure
from the impassioned helifire ond dammation revivelist to the
iess puysionate and sewningly more logical combenporavy evane
guldst such ne Billy Oreham, His influence wasn everywhers tres
madous, and ho sonverted o vast nuber of Auwerdiouns, peruaps

&8 many a5 100,006, imong the woed dynumic and forceful indie
viduals whom he converted were the leaders of the subssquent
atolition crasade; there was 2 1ink, a very strong and Ssporiont
ok, betwewn the labore of Finney in revivalisn and the subse.
quent 1sbore of hle converts in sbolitieonionm,

This oloss connection hetwesn Finmey and the abolitionists
has long besn voted by historlans; one of the most important,
and best, students of the antislavery movanent, Gilbert H,
Barnes, went oo far g to sy thats




In leadership, in method, snd in objestive,

the Urest Revivel and the Mmerdean intis

Slavery Soclety ware now one, It 4% nod

too mooh to fay thad, for the moment [1894],

the antdslavery agitation as a whole was whed

1% had been in larger part, an Wmﬁg@f

the Great Rovivel 4n baevoleot form,*
Righard Hofotadtor, not an espeelislly clese student of
antislavery, comments that "the abolitionist movement was
brsed vpon & morst frengy... abtolitlorden was a religious
movement, anerging fron the forment of evancslical Protess
tantiem.’” And Kemneth Sestdl LaTouretie, in his namuoth
History of Christlaniby, notes that "the Christian conscience
and resolution were a factor, probably the major factor. 4n
bringing sbout the abolition of Vezre slavery. 1Ihis wa2 seen
in many ways, notably in the great ingreass of the antislavery
movement which fssued from the Pluney MMsﬁ%

Deepite the sarly snd almest universsl resognition of
this velationship, virbually no significant study has been
made of the swast nature of this phonomensn, Thio Thesls
w111 desl specificslly vith the manner in which the Fimney
rovivale infivmmesd and to 2 great extont delemined the

k’ Rermoth Seott LaTourette, & History of Christisnity,
Westminoter Presst Philadelpbis, 1953, p. 1269,




behaviar of those abolitioniets grouped sroud Weld and working
primarily &n the 0ld NHorthwest and ite environsy we will foecus
tn the deliecste and eubtle interplay of religlous and political
forces within the personslities involved as much as possible to
reach some definite conclusions sbout the relationship between
abolitionisn and revivalism,




CHAPTER TX
PSYCHOLOOICAL MICHANXSMS OF THE REVIVAL

Religion has been throughout American histery one of
the basie components of Anericen culture and 1ife, as well
as one of the corncrotonss upon which the nation wes founded
and from which 4% grew to maturity. Rdligion today 4o pere
haps waning 45 & vital factor in many phases of Amerdcan as
well ap Buropesn Iife, but for mest of the span of sur hise
tory 4% has been central. This veligion, llke so nmany things
Amerioan, is distinctive, far different than its Buropean
roots, Protestantisn in Americo has been evangelical and
revivalistio almost since the nation first degan to oxpand,
certeinly since the firet tentative stirrings of the Great
Awvakening in the eavly oightesnth century. *"The Amorican
réligious tradition bas been hortatory and morel in 4ts aps
peal, suffused with emotion, applied <« although sometimes
vaguely == to the affairs of the practical world, and, above
all, fervently addressed to the mora) desislon of the indivie
dusl w110t

i Willian Lee gmgz, o Amerioan mxm and Amerdoan
Political M‘t&&uﬁmﬂ irxémma %ra mmumni A.Mxmd Saw

mison, eds., Relig
Princeton Urdversl
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Revivalisn rose in Amerdes as the result of seversl
fastors; one of the most important of these was simply the
spirit of the age, & Search for new and more relevant relle
gious idess which found exprecsion through Georman pletien
and Engiish methodien as wall s Amerioan revivalism, This
revivaliem was in 2 sense the democratisation of Ameriean
religion, the mesus by which veligion besams not merely
the right of the privileged upper ¢lass, but also the duty
8t the Ylowor class, The growin
soedoty and the eonsequent changes in the pattern of secial
structure and thought wers aleo important in determining the
success of the Great Awakening and subseguent revivals; evane
gelical religion has traditionslly bemn a powerful foree along
the frontier; in regions where the old norms and status struce
tures are no longer adequate, In these conditions evengelical
religion furndehes & now 8ot of nerms, a new value systes at
a primitive and thercfore saelly secimiloble levely as the
new communities coglesced move fomal laws and codes would be
extabiished, laus and codes which in offect enbodied
trines of the evangelicsl faith, The contenporary suscess of
Bil1y Graham and hie colleagues in the modeyn *frontier,” the
expanding urban enviromont wdth vhich man cannot yeb cope
suceessfully, seams to testify to the validity of this thesis,

Closdly related to the frontier character of the revival
was 4ts natuve, in colerdal times and later, ss an integral
oxrt of the struggle betwown coast and piedmont, then coast

¢ frontier natuve of American




and transnontane, the clder aristocracy againet the rising
lower and rdddle olasses, In coleny afier solony, the divie
sion over the nethods o ¥he Awskening was bitberest and have
dest fought botweon the establishment and the lower clasces,
the old and the new settlers, the rich and the noterichy in
the face of rising demooaey, eramplified by evsagolicsl vo-
liglen, the avistosracy fought, and fought flercely, %o uaine
taln 1ts economie, soviel, pelitical, and spiritual supranacy.
Traces of this esme straggle ocon be been 48 the later revivals
as well as the oz¥ly ones,

revivntistie reldgion aleo fumished 2 nesesonry outlet
for the soounulated tensions of frontior and rural 1ife during
the eightemth snd ninsteenth centuriss; often the revival
meeting war the enly form of socinlly acceptaiile diversion and
eecape svailadble {8 the dnhaditente of {he faras and mall
communities of Amerfos: Also feportant in explaining the vie
tality of ovenpelicsl religion &8 the fact thet America was &
comntry of youth, s covntry whose citicens were on sn avernge
gameshere in their late tems and eorly wenttes, an ege epan
partioulazly susceptible o revivalion,

Tanned by the dnesceant lsboys of Ldinevent evangelists
guch as the great Cedrge Whiteficld, the Temments and thely
diseiples, and Tae sarly Methodists, the firer of revivaliem
rewained 3 vitel Povue in Anerican rldiglon and culinse during
the major past of the coleriel period, S0 suesgeeful was &%,
and so deep weye ite effects, that oo gstute an historian as




Perry Miller could rigntly say that the Revolution was in
assenos presented 3o the people Sn the formm of & vevival of
rdligion, an expiation @if 8in pecessary for the salvetion of
the community a8 & Maﬁ The fames of vevivaliem flared wp
anew 4n 1800 as Kentuoky was:swedt by an lntense ovangelical
fervor, which took form throngh the camp weoting, a protracted
sedios of vevivalish semons to which whole faxilies snd even
touns came, complets with tents ond food, and stayed for days
and somebimes wesks on ends

In the eastern part of the country, evangeliesl religlon
suvldered, oceasionally sparking, wntil the advent of Charles
Orandieon Finney, whoss first major suctess as an svangslist
caine in upper New York State in the middl820's, Through ihe
work of Fimmoy and his band of diooiples, culled the Holy Band
of Sewenty. the fives of revivaliem again blaned over the land,
Alexis do Toguovilie, that most peregptive of travellers, was
move than a 11%8le taken aback by the entirve scene, and quite
straightefocedly remaviead that *religions incanity 4o very
common in the United States,” Despite the usual businesselike
atidtude of woot Amaricans, de Toqueville noted, "eertain mos
nentary cutbursts scouy shen thelyr souls seem suddenly fo burst
the bonds of matter by which they ave restrained and to sosr

2 ?my hmwg sfyon the Covenant to the Rmvaiﬂ in
James ‘ 'éh en 4o Leland Jmimm ods, ﬁzﬂ- Ang of
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impotuously toward heaven,'J Secking an sxplanatien for this
phenomenon, the Freneh Catholic bypothesized that besause the
Aserican pevple are so concémied with *the pursiit of the
wordly welfare,* in a revival they quickiy go beyond the realms
of thought to whieh they are accustomed, and “ap soon as they
have passed these bounds, %thelr minle do net know where to fix
thenselven and they often vush unrestrained beyond the range
of cusmon sense,

8o tremendous was the lupast 6f this surge of revivalien
and &5 profound ite effcote that the dstinguished theologian
and Matorian H., Richard Hichuhy stateés that "the nineteenth
{century] may be called the period of the ooming kingdom® of
Cods  ¥The Awehening and the revivals tended 20 bring the coming
kingdom inte the present and to 4nsiat that the spiritual rew
wiution eould be and needed to bo faced now."> He fods that
the nesrnoss of the millenndun to the minds of the people
scoounts for sueh of the dlstinotive nuture of Asorican relis
glon and pplities, end the fnsoinatingly complex interaction
between the two, during the ninstemth century.

Poartimps the best genernlissiion shsud American religion
end politics during the sarly ninetemmth century, and surely

O ; . o N

3 mexis de Toqueviile, Desooraoy |
tage Booker New York, 2960, p. 144,
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ooke: Hew Tork, 1960, p. 142,
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one of the most spplicstle to abolitionien and revivalisn, ie
thet “the genersl ohareoterdetic contribution of Ameriosn roe
liglon to imerdcan prlities,,Has been ~» not perspactive,
wisdom, depth of insight «e but the rouslng of the ssntinents
-and mergles of charity, generesity snd socdal reform the
sheraoteriptic vices have been those of a tremendous oversios
plaficstion and oentinantalisation of palitics.~6

The meaning and purpose of the vevivil lies in conversion
of the simmer, so that he may threugh the spirdt of Cod work
toward his own selvation, “Conversion® does not mean o sude
den W from o state of athelem to one of total fsith, conw
ally ovours in the individual m vhow thore sre alrsedy strong
réligious charagteristios, m rosult of early trelndng,
reinforces and brings to the fors these characteristics, iAs
Willae Janes exprosses 1% *To soy that & wan 4& *converted
meant, .« that religlovs Sdess, provicusly peripheral in ns
consciousness, nov take a centml place, mﬁ that religlous aims

6 widam mm »American Religion
tien) Attitades,” p. 10%

? ;. "' .
Collier M&a Hew m




%

senversion 1s to bLring about s changed attitude
towand 1ife, wiich 4s faivly constant and permanent... the
atand for the religleus iife, tend o fodd thumeelven ddenw
tified with 1%, no watter how much thelr religious anthus
slaen decliines.”® Pinney hissel? viesed conversion priza.
wn:s e & ohange of heart on the part of the sinner: *evane
gelteal vepeitance 42 & change of vAliing, of fecling, end
of 1ife in respect to Godhes It is willing and fesling es
God does tn respent to sin*? Thie convereion lesds to o
new hoars, which taomsdets 4n & preference of the glory of
Qod and the intarests of the kingdom to coms 10 one's oun
hoppinese,20  In othor words, "i% s & change from selfe
ioimacs to benpvolence® witoh tlies in the mamey in which
{comverta] are dleposed o vae, snd &0 sotually employ, thedy
moral and physioal powers,®

The phenmens of the revive) and conversion hav
triguad peyohologlots 28 well ss sindsbors for several 2o«

nerationy, end as a result there 15 5 rather good undems

2 MW Orendison m Laa T o w .
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anding of the peychologicsl mechanisme through which cone
varaion &5 schieved and the manner in which 4t may affeoct
various individuals, The evangelists thensdlves, as far
Bdwards and Whiteficld, were shrewd judges of human
natave vho knew intultively the methods beot sulted to proe
duce the conversions they soughts recent ps@*«:h@imm studies
have for the wost part only Mwﬁ thelir sarly thoughts and
writings on conversion to arrive st come systoauatic cenclu.
sione about the nature of the conversion process, conclusions
which are vital for understanding both the nature of conver.
sion itoclf and some of the resulte which 4% night have on
the thought structuren snd actions of the converis.
Conversion does not sliply cocur within the individual
vhi hag never thought about rdilgion or religlous matters; it
is somsthing for which the Andividusl must be resdy, which ine
deed he often has himsdlf been sesking. The potential convert
ult of both internal snd extemal pressures reaches a
sertain nentsl state in whish he 1o rveady for Ymmediate cone
version through the agenoy of another Miﬁdmh ssual
winister, or for eventual conversion thyough bis owm agenoy.
Sante de Ssnctie, a Jeswt student of conversion, sullines
sixz *paychic ﬁim’t&m i’ﬁ%ﬁﬁkﬁ for the ocourencs of rell
glous conversiun,® of which four ave particuarly sppilceble
to the sort of conversion whleh Pinney achisved:
it we The mwmge of gmm raliglous tene

mm or religls derving either from ho-
redity, from the fm¢ gy fyow fmprascions o

88 & e
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When such & state has cbtained Within the individunl, cone
version L» iocinents although 4t is ususlly obtained
some varlation on the old hellfive and dasmation school, oce
castonally 4t comes ap the result of the individusl)'s ous
work vpun Mumself, us way ﬁw case with Floney, The phenve
tanon of conversion can m axploined almost emtirely in terms
ot wﬁamm this 4s done %ﬁmm by ¥William Sargent,
a British psychosnalyet, in his provosstive Dathle for the
Eind, which drews heavily upon Pavlov's plonserink
in conditioning.
Paviov, the brilliant Russian experinentalist to whom
contenporary poychology owes so much, noted etartling changes
in the behavior of his mﬁiﬁ.ﬁm& dogs 68 a result of the
grest Leningred flood of 1926, During thio flecd, the ruoms
in which he kept these animels were partislly flooded, nexldy

S TS e s

12 gante de Sanotds, "Sx My&s&xﬁ@gm& %n&&t&m
ié'awm ﬁmwmmm“in M@ Strunk, eﬁ.. Regding:




ki214ng then end dnducing great stress in al) of them, When
Paviov rmawﬁ s work after the flood, he found that in
the most exciteble and wnstable anivals, previcus condl.
rupted, Wmﬁy becsuse of te traumatio experience of
the flood. Explovdng this further, Pavlev discovered that
any of his animalo, aven the most phlegnatic and bestecon.
ditioned, when subjected to more stress than the central
nervous systen and the brain itsdl? could stand, would enter
a state he temed "protectiva inhibition,” & purely physice
logiesl reattion designed to protect the owerestressed drain

eommm could be sasily revorsed, or entirely uew bos
hevior patterns juplsnted with relative ease, Paviev alen
found that shen now behavior pattems were implanted during
this perlod, the epimcle would becone deneitized to the
stimuld sesociated with thie chsnpe, and thus couvld be row-
conditioned vAth Ancressing esse in later experimentst’
Conversion in the huran being, as well as bradnewaching,

Ssrgant believes, is sohleved by an anslagoos prosess and is
esemtislly the reslt of physiolopios) ohanges with the brein
and central nervous systes, *Hasle behavior pattemns in man
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are indend more depandent on our inherited Wigher nervous
systems than we sometimes care to adwit, The personality
oan resst only sleng limdted 1ines fo o1l environmental
ANEGB. 4. the Dasto patbems of veastion to stress...are
physiologiosily detormined,® states Sargant,}® Thus, when
the svangalist launches into & hellfire and demetion sere
mon, incessantly pounding oway st the sensclence and cons
ecioumose of his hearers, bullding upon the free.floating
guilt and snxdety present in every hmesn belng, he say ine
duse enough mental stress to upset the state of "dynamic
eouilibriuw® 4n vhich the brain watntains 1tself and theredy
bring sbout the sane stage of protestive inhitdtion which
Paviov noted in his dugs. *Varioua typos of belief can be
implanted in wany people after braln funation has been sufs
ficiently disturbod by acekdentally or daliberately induccd
fesr, snger, or sxcitenent,?15 In this stete, the indivie.

dunl is extromely ocpsn to cuggestion and to the implantation

of the new ideas and thoughts which would be offered by the
evingelist, for the evangelist must and dose offer sush idess,
ideas which cerve as nesns of escapes from the atate of proe
tective Lohibition,
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Sargont points oub thats
It is not enough to disrupt provious patiemns
6f behavior by eotional assgulis on the braln;
one must also provids en esgaps from the ine
duced mental strese. Hellfire is precented
only ae the resdlt of rejeoting the offey of
etornal salvatdon won by faith, Dootionully
disrupted by this threat, and then rescued -
from evorlosting torment by 2 change of h%ﬁg
%am&r&i&m&ma state to be helped by 16
dwdllling upon the m&mm&mﬁ gospsl of love,
¥or such sn effest to cocur in the m&m; he does not
have to bo exoessively nearotis, or even emceptionall
table; 4n fack, Sargant maintaine that *the ordinary person,
in general, is much morve easily indoctrinated than the abe
novmal, o317 Thie would be besauss this "ordinary® person is
noymnsl both in the physiclogies! sense and in the scnse that
siready chown himself susesptible to cuggestion and
persuacion by his vory acceptance of the sosisl conditiond
which makes him considered "nomal” or ordinary.?
The teshniques exployed to galn cunversion of the ine
dividusl are similor in almoot overy respest to those used
bratnwashing, which -,mm well be ¢lassified os an sttompt

111 contewporary religlous belief of a sort in reluce

, sxperinantation, 1t must be once more
meﬁa&. showed thst when the brain was

;‘ M;,; P 8.
Y e, pe 61,
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D ogionl metharians snd phee

Slosdly reiated to the sucssss of the rervalist

held thole new $doss evd idssle, Fireb, the conversion pros
e wost mﬁy taken place wilids & W M‘

m”&“m‘*’ﬁf thone sonverted & o
in thet Tate teme or wrly teetd

elionl mam are




cholopy exphasiges the sriticsl tmportance of the age factoy,
peyshologioal makeup of the adolescent, in 4
susging sonversion fo any tanse O doodrine.

the peculisx

vidual hao fascinaled cbewervers of kuman %&wﬁw for genstam
thonoy aloost sny dndividual &m& within = ovosad WALl alter

: avisy pabbetns more or lees to cenform to those
of the erowd, Been a clinieally trained observer sent o
study the phanomenon of contemporary svangelism, specifiogily
Bilty Ovsham's eyusade in New York s fou yoars sgo, found herw
self so éunyed by the influmos of the orowd and the evangee
145t that she professed conversion, a wuversion which che re
m&aﬁm& sluost Lmmeds m@’ after Yeaving the influencs of the

29 Prederick Davenport, an early and otill important

student of zw&mmng writee that "thore 4s no g&&w&aﬁmf
thore are eomporatively fou

19 gurb Lang and Gladys 2. Leng, "Declelons fer Chidsts
»._15? Graham i&i ﬁw f@ﬁig‘* iﬂ sfmﬂm ﬁmg éi"ﬁim? VM&GR;
A David White, edn,, Identity and Amdstyr Suxvivel of the




HWons of thie mmmimﬁﬁ In a srowd the individe
ons which stolety hae faposed upon
e to & audhh ensdldor, dlmost primoxdial, levdl
of thought snd behavlor, "Thus the srouwp appest
revival of the primal horde. Just as primdtive man survives
potantially in ovexy M‘@&M, so the prinad horde may a3
onoe more oul of any yendonm osllestd
habitually under the sway of group formation we resogrige 4
14 the supvivel of the primel horde,s2%
The cobogpt of the erowd's reversion % the pris

srpecially dmportant as 4t acomnts for the nature of the

tioe wikoh bind the crowd together and %o some exbant detere

s 4o us g8 5




bionchip of the lasder to the orowd. Any group oy orowd,
yo Frend, 45 in ssomoe bound together by a cerfes of libi.
Hnal tesy "love pdlationships (or, o uge g more neulral
expression, enotionsl ﬁm} dleo sonstitute the cosence of the
group m&w&,*ﬁ?? Libtdo as Prend defines 3t here is not nerely
: Ve, ﬁmgz this dlenent 48 present,

egarded ag g guantitetive megitude, of
instinete which bave o do with @11 that may be corprised
under the Sem *love' " In the crowd, these 1ibidingl ties

1831s the groupts neod for someone wpon whoee JWW% and
xm@m@mwwﬁwgﬁwwmwm g1414 '

when coupled with the wagt 6f God as the fg&ﬁhwmgaw as

mnaed by Frend in The Putuge of An Iilusion, 4t leads to the
sonclogdon that there 4s a tronafer of Llove ¢ v BT
from the mental dmago of God to the sotusl, naterial image of
the mirdster, The trenendous devotion which sinisters of all
mmisxﬁlﬁ-ﬁw thyough thio concapt, s does also the

wosh evotle nature of the writings about sad %o such ministers,




gronp, mﬁgmwmmmmxm;
‘ ore Dadzht Weld, can be understood through this set
of mmt snd through the probability that the styong
1ibidingl thes vithin the grovp were sransforped fyoe the
mﬁ&ww&m grouy wikoh sentersd around Fiomey.
W Smportant aspect of the influenes of the
ew mm the individual 32 that it greatly hely
m@ fandbAtions and the acoeptan
the surregate for the prisal father or for Cod®’ Davers
mﬂumé of 8 crowd largaly in ayepathy with the ddeas
mm 12 thoroughly coersive or Anthetdative wpon the
Wvidusl ednner,”®® Another explenation of this grestly
inoressed muppestiMiiity partioulsrly rélovant to the rou
mm ovowd, most of ¥hon are diredy sonasihal
%ﬂﬁﬂg §s cdvanesd by Hadley Cantefls
m m &W m&gm
48 #o patterned $hat o stimdue or interpres
Lation prenented 45 thoroughly m&m

’ﬂmh the fromes of refepence and standarde
dgngnt that constitute the mental

® of the Yaadsr go

27 nacn syoholopy o
pents, Join Waley and Wg gholosy,



Thus 4t oan be seen that the individusl in the m&m
srowd &5 under seversl poweriwd stripping
_avay of nis inhibitions, greatly heightemed mmmmm
1iutding) ties vith and ego identification with the leader/

oy : njunction with the physiological m@m
romens pointed out by Sergent make him & likely candidate

shon and an dntense outburst of religicus fedling:

2l vital part of the success and fevvor of the
ting, and simdlarly abolitionisn, i# the average
age of the now convert, Starbuck oWgerved that "conversion
s in 4te cesence a normel adolescent phenomenon, incidental
to the pessage from the child's emall universe to the wider
intslleotusl and spivitosl 1ife of maturity.c?® Fimey, as
well o5 other evangdliste, wus quite sware of the compsras
' suth of his converts; he stated that “it is o solemn
snd slarming fact, that & vest malobity of those who pive
evidence of plety are converted w et
age. Look % tho history of revivein, and gee even in thooe
that Rave bad the greatest power, how few aged persons are
converted,"2? inior y enough, led bim o conalude
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ey it 4o wore than {ifYy chances t one

that "eged el

that yOUu are a reprobate,n 0

Adolescence i nmotoriously the time wvhenlthe
temptations of the flesh multiply and when
maniy youlhs, oppressed by theiy vtanfmal® ime
pulses, sesk to essape from the burden of
guilt by sdopiing the ceremonisl patiern proe
vided in the rﬁ&g&m observances of socdety.
Adole Seante 45 e nﬂm & period sxf‘ hi.gh Adeals
ﬁwm,* that adolescence is the mppy hunting
grovnd for prosaiytivers of svery breed, 1

paychomnalyst, bas deno some highly signi-
ficant work dn o and fdentity poychilogy which also greatly
Mluminates the nature of the sdelesomt ard his need to
Join, o bave g cause, or to He s pebel without a cause.

The period of late adolescence, which depending on the
individupl can be anywhers from 18 to 30, containg a major
1ife crisis which Erikson enlle the {dentity oricim wit
scurs in that period in tha lifeec)

A wa D, Lasswell, Peychopatholopy and Politics
Viking Press: New York, 1960, rh ;._ 2AIRL &




forge for Minself some centval perspestive and direstion,
sovidng walty, out of the offective yemante of his
m«&mw and the hopes of his anticipated adulthood,» 2
whod of high tension end drama for the adolese
centy often it lasts fov seversl years, ustil he finds We
Wl ddentitys During this "moratorium,” the adow
lesoent Lo espenisily open to any form of idesiogy, be that
tdeology veliglous or politicsl, ae long as 1% 48 presented

in positive and absolube terms. Late adolescense is the
wost favorable W.nf@v iam%ﬁmﬁmg boczuse in adow

epprotiloally ordered by opportunity, leadershi
énd Friendship,”?? Whille come adolescents may sucewmb to
this ¢go identity orisie and be cubnerged in 4%, othere
*sill resolve it through participation in fdeslopical move.
nento passionately concemmed with religlon or politics, naw
titre or arts' P This passionate
the fact that the outs




or not to be uhich nukes every matter of difference a matier
of mutually extlosive essences, eveyy (restion mark & mattor
of forfalted exiebtence; every ervor or oversight, etemal
gmminﬁﬁ |

To the sdolescent, Srvolvanent 4n a teusse, aﬁzﬁ%& it
be revivalistio religion, sbolitionien, or "Bin the Bomb,* is
& matupsl outlot, By comdtting himself passionstely and toe
tally to an ideciogy, by which we mosn any defined and pure
poseful belief structurs, the idolescent gains, according to

{3} An overly ¢lear perspective of the fubure,
encompasaing oll foresesabis tims, and thus
mmm individunl "tinme diffusiont; (2)
- porturd ty for the amhibition of somo uni-
@amta.r of appearance and astion counterscting
individoal identity conseiousnessy (3) inducew
ment to collective role and work eperimentation
whioh oon coumnteract a seze of inkdbition and
personal guiits {5) submissien to leaders who
ars Sbig brothersry (5) intw&ua%m to the
mothods of the prevalling to nd
{g;“ sanotioned and regulate
# seeming correspondence be the intan

nal world of ideals and wﬂﬁ. on the me? mn
m&, axz the waam ar the m%w mﬁd @&ﬁz its

It wight aleo be pointed out ﬁm. the adelescent undergoing
such an identliy orisis would be susceptibhe more than

- AR -x : 7 s

3% Erik wm, %c 9mm m’ ﬁgﬁr mmmw in
mﬁ%&wm m;vﬁ ‘{,-f%" m » AT




aver o m&ﬁm* espealally from 5 storn and commanding

fgure whi could and wovld Sell hiw vhet was W&:m&%ﬁ
wae wrong snd what he could do about 4t < in other wordis, o
fipure suth se Weld oy Flunegy.

Thus, there are cperating within the veligk

sber of potent payehol pshrrsiolocion

whioh seoount for madh of the sustess of the revival ond
mﬁ 14 po .

neshanian of protective inhibition, the influmics of the orowd
opon wnmm* and the alfedts of mm«my orisis
o graat ofifeet by Finngy end mwwmmmmmm*
st had Teamned will the Jestons of the Oreat Roviwld,




Charles Grandison Finhey is one of the key figures
in the history of Anmerican evangeliem; his coming in the
1820t heralded the end of the emotionspacked hellfire and
damnation revivaliem which had sharacteriged the Great Avae
kening and the Kentucky csmpemestings, and prepared the way
for o calmer and moras logical liem, which did not
however negleet to warn the sinnor of his misdesds and of
the territle fate which swaited him 4f he continued, In
the same manner, Finnoy's theslogy marked a tuming point
in American Protestantism: “he stood gt the turn of the tide,
and with sl) the strength of 3 really vigorous intellect he
repudiated the theologles) concept of the total deprevity
of humandty, and espoused with vehememeo the notion of moral
sgency.*} It was in the repsrkable series of revivals cone




ducted by this man that many of the wost prominent figures

in the subsequent abolition movement were converted and there.
by galned a fresh impulse to benevolance snd veform, In fact,
one suthority goes so far as o say that "Charles 4. Fimney
probably won as many converts to the [abolition] cause se
Wlliem Lioyd Garrison,”?

Intellectonlly and physically, Fimney was an irposing
figure, A portralt of him at the age of forty, vhen he was
at the pesk of hie power and activity, shows en individual
whose cutstanding Peatures are a bigh forehead from under
which loom dark despset gyes wga&a of plercing a sivner o
his very soul; s long, perhaps slightly supercilicus noses
and high, prominent chectbones «- in 2ll, a hondsome and
prepossessing gentleman,” The mind behind the face was equally
impressivs and imposing; Fimney's formal training was in law,

L ne cadi g his powerful and logleally constructed
sermons can doubd the effect he would have hed on a jury,
both by force of srpument and by sloguence of appasl.

The great svangelist was born in Warren, Cormeoticut,
in 1792, 1iving thers only two years before the family moved

| ﬁfm%epim in Charles Grandison Firney, Menoirs
the Re es 0. Finney, 4.5, Barnes and Companys




to Onelda County, New York, »which wae gt that tins, 2
great wtont, o wilderdess,” Of his family background we
know 118310 except that, by his own word, it was not espee
¢ially religlove, Flioney recsived o good edupation and
taught 4n high school before entering the law office of
*5q0irs Wews' in Adems, New York. Up to this time, he had
been 1ittle exposed to roligien, that 1itlle exposure cone

m:a% mﬁr&y of ”éryg undnpassioned and monoto.
nous® resding of written sermons. "When I went to Adame to
study law, I was slmost as ignorant of religion as a heathen.
I had been brought up moestly in the woods, and had no defi.
nite knowledge of religious trath,® In kdams the fledgling
lawyer emoountered the Roverend Ceorge We Gale, an ¢lde

rian vho presoied “what has been called
mw»ﬁgiﬁu&sm;““ While Finney geined little from Gale's
preaching, 1 4id awalien hle mind to religion and finally,
*on o Sabbath svening in the sutumn of 1821, I made up my
mind that ¥ would setile the gquestion of ny soul's salvae
thon at ence, that if 4% were possible I would make ny pesce
with God.
In WMo attenpt o solve the preblenm of his salvation,

Tinney gt firet shut himself off from all others: *I wes very

uwilling to have any one kmow that I was seeking the salvae
tion of my soul.” After a few frdtlass houre of meditation,

% pinnay, Heoolrs, pp. U7,

2%
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he suddenly “saw that file work was a finished work: and that
instead of having, or needing, any righteousness of my own
to rocommend me €6 God, T had to submit myself to the righe
teousnoss of God throngh Christ.,® Flmey then went out to &
favorite epot in the woods to pray, but could nvt, wtd) sude
derly "an overshelming sanse of my own wiokedness in being
ashamed to have a human being see me on my knees before God,
took such pow n of me, that I erled at the top
of my woise, and exclaimed that I would not leave all that
place 1 g1l the wen on carth and all the devils in hell
surround me* until conversion oseurred,

Just 8t that point this passage of Christian soripe
Tighty *Then shaliose go syt prey ko e smd T
s *Then Uye ge pray uwto oe,
will hearlion unde you, Then shall yo segk and
find me, when ye shall search for we with all
your heart,” I instantly selzed hold of this
with oy heart,.. I know that 4t wans God's word,
and &aﬁ*a wice that spoke to me, I cried to
Him, "Lord, I take thee at thy word. Now thou
knowest that I do search for thee with all my
heart, and that I came here %0 pray to thee;
and thou hast promised 4o hesr Mo ees He then
gave ne many other prouises, both fron the Old
and Hew Testanents, especially some most preciouns
promises respecting sur Lord Jesus Christ,..
They 2id not so puchk geem %o £811 into my
intellest 48 into my heart: and I seleed ham
of them, sppropriated them, and fasten
then with the grasp of & drowning man,”

After praying there In the forest for 3 long tdme; "I know
not how long,” he found himself heading bac

Ul possessie

5 1bid., vp. 12415,



Thers, in Me office, 3ti11 strugeling for the salvation
of W soul, Finney undérwent a myetigal experiense, almest 2
vision, which deternined him to buoome an evangelist.

-.%em was uo fire, and no light, 4n the roows
_novertheless 4t appeaved to me ao A 4% were
“perfestly light, As I went 4n aud shut the

door after wo, 4t seoned so 4 I net the Lord

Josus Chylst fase to fatd. . He sadd nothing,

but looked ot ma in such & manner as O break

e x‘iﬁ*{&ﬁ dovm ab Mis feote.s I £ down at .
‘Hie feot and poured out uy soul do Him, T wept

glouvd 1ike = ohild, and made sich confessisns

&5 1 could ith my choled ulterance,,, as ¥
“dupned aroud and was shout to teke ment by the
Five, I recsivet a nighly baptisn of the Holy

Ohostes, The Holy Sparit dessondad upon me in

a manner thal sesusd to go through me, body

and esul, Y could Tesl that lmpressicn, like

& wave of eleataisity, going hrough and through

mo. Indoed 14 veoned to cume in wavos and

waves of ligquid love, Wo words can express the
wnderhl love thal wap sbroad in my heard,

I wept aload with joy and lovey and I & not

know but I ehovld say, 1 literally bellew gﬁ

sut the anubttersble gushings of wy heart,

Thers, still on the floor of Wls office, Flaney reslised
hat God dntended hin %o be » ainister, o go oud and
preach the Goopel o sluners snd o save their souls. Bew
fore this he had never m%&wﬁ 4n public, Dul now

after recdlving these bupilens of the Spirit
I wae gqulle uilling to preach the Uospdl,
Hay, I found that 7 was wnwilliag %o do angys-
mm& I oo longer had any desive to
practice law... Ny whiole mind weo taken up
with Jesus ond Mie salvation; and the world
semad €0 pe of very 1ittle conseonmoe,
Hothdng, 3t seamed %o me, would be put dn
mﬁﬁm with the worth of souls; and

& + ! S*H’ PP m%mm



no labor, I thought, could beo so sweel, and

ne employment so exalted, og that of W&iw

wp Chrdst to & dylng world,
This firet mysticsl sxperience was shortly followed by yeb
anather, whiich came after a protrasted period of simost
ceascless prayer during which the new convert *held fre.
quent days of private fasting.” This second experience
gave Fimey the Pingl impulse to begin his caveer as an
evangelist, for "the Lord showed me as in e vision whel wae
before me.”

He deew so near to we, while I was enpgsged in
prayer, that ny flesh litewally trembled on my
bomes, I shook from Wead to foot, undar a fall
gense of the presonse of GCod, At first, and
for somé thmo, 1% seemsd more like being on the
top of Sinal, sdnidst the full thunderings,
than in the presence of the Cross of Christ,
Hevey In my Yi%e wis T 80 awed and hunbled
before Cod x5 then,.. 0sd sssared me that he
would be with me end uwhold me; that no oppow
ettion shovid prevedl sgainst me; that I noe
thing to do, in regard o all this matter, but
0 keen it oy work, and walt for the salvas
thon ﬂf %ﬁ%

Understanding this second mystical experiensve, coming
a8 1% @4 afler prolonged prayer and fasting, is not difft.
culdy 1t 48 quite similer o the “nedicine” visions of the
Plains Indians and other primitive tribes in which g period
of physiesl sbrain, neuslly fasting and prayer, ie combined
sAth sn intense desire to g religlovs eperience: this wish

7 1pid., p. 25.

& bid., pe 193,
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ie fulfilled eventuslly as the result of physiclogieal amd
peyoholopical necessity, Very much the same basis for nyse
ticul experience 4s to be found in 811 varieties of religion,
vanglog whnitive %o the very sophisticated,
There s also a ctyong elawent of sexuslity in the wystical
experience, as evident in Flanoy's account 8P the one in

his office; maty of thee ave vituully suhlimations of the
sex ach and olimex ifself,

With these tuwp powerful experfences #1811 fresh in hie
mind and soul, Fimmey begen e carser as g revivalist., Adams
was, syrbolioslly enough, the first towm wideh he evangdlized,
but so effect wos bie presohing that Ms influence coon went
far boyond the sonfines of a single touwny in facd, he was
glmost solely respomsible for the great outburst of religious
forvor which seept western New York in 1826 and 1831, spiliing
over into surrownding parts of Ohio and Pemeyivanie snd even
Sor Bogland, *Wherever I went,® he recolled, "the word of God
took lmmediste effecty and it scemed only necossary o pro
sent the law of God, and the claims of Christ, in such rele~
tions and proportione as were calodlated to seoure the cone
version of men, ond they would be converted by scores.”? The
lawyer-tumed-ninioter swept wiiole commndtios from thelr nore
mal youtines; shops dlosed for days and even weekts at a time
































































































































































































































































