
In i t ia l ly ,  only  one l ibrar ian was asked to  cover  the                                       inst ruct ion sess ion ,  but  af ter  g leaning the informat ion
needs of  the students  based on the course ass ignment ,  i t               was  ascerta ined that  students  would benef i t  f rom having two
di f ferent  subject  perspect ives :  History  and Engl ish .  One l ibrar ian could address  the unique perspect ives  and approaches to  conduct ing
histor ica l  research whi le  the other  could focus  on the complexi ty  of  researching topics  around moral  or  ethical  debate f rom a
scholar ly  perspect ive .  Furthermore ,  a l though students  are  often taught  how to f ind pr imary  sources  f rom a var iety  of  databases ,  both
l ibrar ians  agreed that  ProQuest ’ s  News and Newspapers  Database would be the most  user- f r iendly  opt ion for  f i r s t -semester  s tudents .
Accordingly ,  the one-shot  sess ion was div ided into two parts :  in format ion l i teracy  and media  l i teracy .  The div is ion a l lowed the history
l ibrar ian to  introduce key  concepts  pursuant  to  f inding and evaluat ing histor ica l  newspaper  art ic les ,  whereas  the Engl ish l ibrar ian was
able  to  focus  on f inding ,  evaluat ing ,  and integrat ing secondary ,  scholar ly  sources .
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While  one-shot  sess ions  remain a  cornerstone of  l ibrary
instruct ion ,  there  i s  opportunity  to  combine subject
expert ise  to  create innovat ive  sess ions .  This  poster  explores
how l ibrar ians  approached l ibrary  instruct ion f rom an
interdisc ipl inary  approach to  engage students  to  explore  a
moral  panic  through the evaluat ion of  pr imary  and secondary
sources .

A f i r s t -semester  composit ion course cal led for  s tudents  to
research and wr i te  about  a  twent ieth-century  moral  panic ,
such as  the ear ly  HIV/AIDS epidemic ,  War  on Drugs campaign
of  the 1980s ,  and the Dungeons & Dragons- induced Satanic
panic ,  among others .  Students  were required to  f ind and
evaluate h istor ic  pr imary  sources  a longs ide contemporary
secondary  sources ,  which made the one-shot  informat ion
l i teracy  sess ion part icular ly  chal lenging .  Two subject  l ibrar ians   
         ident i f ied the need for  interdisc ipl inary  perspect ives  
           when tackl ing the complex one-shot  sess ion .   
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CHALLENGES
Inst ruct ion l ibrar ians  are  fami l iar  with condensing key
components  of  the ACRL f ramework into br ie f  one-shot
sess ions ,  but   incorporat ing both media  and informat ion
l i teracy  into a  s ingle  br ie f  sess ion was di f f icul t .  A l though t ime
was div ided evenly  between the two l ibrar ians ,  c lear  inclus ion
and exclus ion cr i ter ia  had to  be establ ished.  A second
chal lenge was teaching the concept  of  anachronist ic  keywords
to students  who had minimal  t ra in ing in  keyword
development .  For  instance ,  s tudents  researching the HIV/AIDS
epidemic had to  be taught  how mid-twent ieth-century
newspaper  databases  were unl ikely  to  retr ieve art ic les  with
“HIV”  or  “AIDS”  s ince those terms were absent  f rom the Engl ish
lex icon when the epidemic started .  F inal ly ,  teaching students
the di f ferences  between pr imary  and secondary  sources ,  amid
anachronist ic  language ,  proved chal lenging .  This  i ssue was
exacerbated by the fact  many of  thei r  newspapers  were
pr inted comparat ive ly  c lose to  the present  day .
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LESSONS LEARNED
Col laborat ion among l ibrar ians ,  part icular ly  humanit ies-
focused l ibrar ians ,  i s  imperat ive  to  the advancement of
informat ion and media  l i teracy  of  s tudents ,  especia l ly  those
who are  not  humanit ies  majors .  Furthermore ,  l ibrar ians  should
not  be hes i tant  to  ask  for  help when approaching complex
instruct ion sess ions .  Course ass ignments  are  subject  to  the
v ic iss i tudes  of  h igher  educat ion ’s  evolut ion to  meet  workforce
demands .  Including or  inv i t ing another  l ibrar ian for  a  one-shot
informat ion l i teracy  a l lows for  opportunit ies  to  learn f rom
another  profess ional  in  the f ie ld  and to  ref lect  on one ’s  own
teaching techniques  in  l ight  of  changing higher  educat ion
paradigms.  


