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ABSTRACT

Richard Beale Davis, Louis B, Wright, George K. Smart,
and others have studied southern colonial libraries in order
to gain a better understanding of the men and women who
owned the volumes. A study of the Webb-Prentis Collection,
the largest surviving eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
Williamsburg library, will provide information about the
Prentis family that cannot be learned from public activities
and documents, and about the thoughts, interests, and
reading tastes of this family.

The Prentis family played a prominent role in Williams-
burg and the surrounding area as successful merchants and
lawyers from the 1720's until the 1850's. William Prentis,
Sr., who operated the Prentis Store on Duke of Gloucester
Street from 1733 to his death in 1765, was very knowledge-
able and astute in financial matters. He recognized his son
John's talent in business affairs and trained him as his
successor. John Prentis operated the store from 1765 until
his death in 1775, and, like his father, he also served
Williamsburg in civil and political capacities. His cousin,
Robert Prentis, was the next operator of the store, and he
ran the store until 1779 when the stockholders of the
Prentis Store decided to dissolve the partnership because
the store was losing money as a result of the non-importa-
tion of goods from England during the Revolutionary War.
Instead of entering the family business, John's brother
Joseph became a lawyer after completing his studies at
William and Mary. In addition to his service as a lawyer
and a judge, he was active in Williamsburg's civil affairs.
His son, Joseph, Jr., followed him into the legal profession
and was one of the leading tidewater lawyers of his day.

Many members of the Prentis family shared a love of
books and reading. They considered books to be important
possessions and valuable sources of information, as can be
seen in ‘their practice of giving books as gifts; the
signatures and bookplates that indicate ownership and, at
times, the date and location of purchase; and the margin-
alia. Although a majority of the books were owned by Joseph
Sr. and Joseph Jr., many other family members, both men and
women, owned books. Their reconstructed library (composed
of extant, lost, and unlocated titles) contains volumes in
the Webb-Prentis Collection, volumes in the possession of
Dr. Joseph P. Webb and family, and titles found in the
inventory of the estate of Joseph Prentis Sr., in the
Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766, and on a handwritten
list in the family copy of PRaradise Lost. This thesis
examines books in topical groups in order to convey a fuller
understanding of the collection as a whole, note differences

v.



in books owned by men and women, and surmise whether or not
the Prentises tried to use their books as visible signs of
their wealth.
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CHAPTER I

BOOKS IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA AND THE PRENTIS FAMILY

In T First Gentl f Virginia: Intellectual
Qualities of the Early Colonial Ruling Class Louis B. Wright

stated that "if we hope to understand these men of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, we must also under-
stand their books and the implications to be drawn from
them."l Studies of eighteenth-century southern colonial
libraries by Wright, Richard Beale Davis, George K. Smart,
and others have provided valuable information about the
intellectual pursuits of their owners and how they viewed
their world. These examinations have not been all-in-
clusive, as noted by Davis when he wrote that those under-
taken by Wright and himself had focused on the Virginia
gentry and the use that class made of reading. In contrast,
investigations of libraries from the other southern colonies
have been wider in scope and efforts have been made to
include readers from all social and occupational groups.2
Additionally, the studies of southern libraries have
emphasized the individual, not the family. This emphasis
does not allow one to trace changes or developments in
reading tastes and habits during the colonial and early
national periods. Wright looked at the generation of men

2
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who emerged as the ruling class in First Geptlemen of

Virginia, and George K. Smart used inventories to identify
the libraries of individual men who lived in various parts
of Virginia. A study of the Webb-Prentis Collection, a
library assembled by four generations of a merchant family,
can contribute information about the types of books owned by
such a family and how they changed over time.

The Webb-Prentis Collection is remarkable for its size
and range of contents. It is remarkable, too, in that it
was assembled by four generations of men and women, and
also in that it has remained relatively intact.3 a study of
the collection can reveal information about the reading
habits of men and women; about how, if at all, the Prentises
used books as a reflection of their place in Virginia
society; and about their views of the changing world around
them. In order to gain a fuller understanding of the
significance of this collection and the family that assem-
bled it, one must first look generally at books and their
owners in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Virginia.

Studies of southern libraries and literature have shown
that the English-speaking immigrants to Virginia "often
arrived with at least the nucleus of a library." While
books served the professional needs of physicians, lawyers,
and clergyman,4 most early Virginians viewed their libraries
as more than sources of information: they were "potent

reservoirs of traditional civilization."™ The prosperous
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planters of the emerging Virginia gentry “"hoped to become
rich enough to be fine gentlemen, and to be fine gentlemen
required something more than the ownership of landed
property, as essential as that was.... Far from the centers
of culture they hoped to reproduce in the wilderness, they
necessarily depended ...upon their 1little libraries,">
Books had been associated with the English aristocracy since
the middle ages, and in the seventeenth century men of rank
frequently met for book-hunting expeditions in London and
vied with each other in the purchase of rare volumes.®
For the Virginian upper class of the seventeenth century,
readind was a means of recreating English society and
culture in the New World. Books helped these provincials
attain the life they wanted in two ways. First, volumes on
conduct, religion, and classical literature and civilization
provided knowledge with which a well-educated member
of the elite needed to be familiar. Second, the books
themselves emphasized the fact that the owner belonged to
the elite class since he had the money to purchase them.
Reading and book owning were not confined to the
gentry. The lower classes owned a smaller number of books,
often the Bible, the Book of Common Praver, and a work on
practical piety.7 These tiny "libraries"™ were quite
different from the larger, more culturally oriented collect-

ions of the elite. By the end of the seventeenth century,

books had become closely identified with the gentry in
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tidewater Virginia. After the passage of the Navigation
Acts and the ensuing drop in tobacco prices, the importation
of books declined and the ownership of books became more
closely associated with the planter class.B

Studies of literacy in colonial Virginia have produced
a variety of findings. Kenneth Lockridge has found that in
the eighteenth century "the statistical correlation between
social status and literacy remained as high as it had been
in the seventeenth century."'9 He also stated that at most
two-thirds of all adult white males in eighteenth century
Virginia were literate and that for men at lower levels of
income and of the social hierarchy, the literacy rate was

10 Davis commented on Philip

closer to fifty percent.
A. Bruce's work on literacy when he wrote that Bruce had
"concluded that for its first century, more than half of
Virginia's white population was literate. Most recent
historians of colonial Virginia and the rest of the South
are usually inclined to think his percentage of probable
literacy too low, and certainly too low for the eighteenth
century." Davis's own studies, with those of other scholars

suggest a fairly high literacy rate that extended beyond the

planter and professional classes of the eighteenth-century

south.ll

Literacy, to a certain extent, and the money that
enabled one to purchase books were two of several factors

that set the gentry apart from the rest of Virginian society
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by the early eighteenth century. The gentry were also
marked by their land, wealth, material possessions, poli-
tical power, and elevated social position. By the beginning
of the eighteenth century, a group of nearly three hundred
families had emerged as the ruling class of the colony, and
land was the basis of their power and authority. As Carl
Bridenbaugh has noted, ®"the primary political and social
fact of eighteenth-century Virginia was rule by class."12
The situation there differed from that in New England and
the middle colonies, where the social and political author-
ity were held by merchants and lawyers. In New York these
two groups shared their dominant position with the landed
gentry, and in Philadelphia, the merchants were the ruling
aristocracy.13

Although merchants and professional men of tide-
water Virginia tried to imitate the lifestyle of the
elite,14 they seldom became a part of this class. This was
true even for merchants like the Prentises, whose wealth
allowed them to purchase the material objects associated
with the upper class. As he traced the "evolution of a
ruling class" in First Gentlemen of Virginia, Wright pointed
out that "a gentleman was not made by the sudden acquisition
of wealth and aristocratic manners."l2 Instead, the
*evolution" usually took two generations. Men who aspired

to gentility had to prove themselves as political and social

leaders (as the original elite class had done in the last
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quarter of the seventeenth century) before they would be
considered part of the upper crust and receive deference
from the lower classes. At the beginning of the eighteenth
century, the merchant class as a whole was not involved in
Virginian politics; however, by the third quarter of the
century, that class "accounted for twenty to thirty percent
of all the political office holders at the town, county, and
colonial levels of government.... [A]Jt least ten percent of
Virginia's leadership group during the eighteenth century
were merchants."l® This suggests that some of Virginia's
merchants had become accepted as political leaders.

It is possible to look closely at the lives of Will-
iamsburg residents, including merchants, at their place in
society, and at their participation in local, county, and
colonial politics. Williamsburg lies in James City County
and York County, and a large part of the town's population,
including the Prentises, can be studied by examining the
records of the York County Court. These records are
invaluable to a study of Williamsburg and the surrounding
area because they are among the few sets of local public
records from the tidewater area that have not been lost,
destroyed, or seriously damaged. These documents include
land records (patents, leases, deeds, and assignments);
probate records (wills, commissions of administration,
estate inventories and appraisals, and estate. accounts);

court orders; provincial and state records; and miscel-
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laneous records (tax lists, guardian accounts, land causes,
and marriage bonds). Since 1979 the York County Project
staff in the Research Department at the Colonial Williams-
burg Foundation has been abstracting, transcribing, cross-
referencing, and linking these records in order to create
biographical sketches of York County residents.

The York County records provide interesting information
about how individuals, their families, and other county
residents may have been seen by their contemporaries and
about their place in the social order. Various titles
preceding and/or following an individual's name in a court
document are an indication of social status. In the early
years of the eighteenth century, the title Esqr. (Esquire)
was used to refer to men who held colonial office or who
were on the Governor's Council. Gent. (Gentleman) and
Mr. (Mister) were used for men who held offices below the
colony level. At times these two titles were used inter-
changeably, but Gent. usually referred to men who were
slightly higher in the social hierarchy than those who were
called Mr. By the middle of the eighteenth century,
Esqr. and Gent. were used in reference to members of the
gentry, and Mr. referred to a man of the middle to upper-
middle and professional classes.l’ Several of the Prentises
—- William Sr., John, William Jr., Daniel, Joseph Sr., and
Robert -- appear in the York County records from the

mid-1720's through the mid 1780's in a variety of roles,
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from representing the store and appraising estates to acting
on their own behalf in civil court cases and representing
York County and later Virginia, in political matters. There
is not always a title with their names in the records (in
fact, a majority of the references to the Prentises do not
include a title), but when there is, an interesting pattern
appears. With few exceptions, the Prentises were referred
to as Gent. or Esqr. when they were acting in a civic
capacity, and as Mr. and Merchant when they were in court
for business and personal matters. This is true even for
John Prentis, who was the most active member of the family
in count§ politics during the colonial period.

In view of this information, it appears that the Prentises

were regarded as belonging to a social class
below the gentry, yet they were accepted in the higher class
for the political services they provided. The titles from
these records can be used only as a basis for this suggest-
ion since they are found in no more than a small number of
the court cases, and the picture for the town of Williams-
burg is not complete because the James City County records
are lost.

The York County records can do no more than suggest how
the Prentises were viewed by their contemporaries, but with
primary and secondary information about the Prentis Store,
these documents do provide a picture of the family's public

activities and professional endeavors. The Prentises played
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a prominent role in Williamsburg and the surrounding area
from the 1720's to the 1850's. The founder of the family in
Williamsburg was William Prentis, who immigrated to Virginia
from Norfolk County, England, in the early 1720's (see
Appendix A).lB' Information about his life and that of other
family members in England does not seem to have been handed
down to his family in Virginia. 1In the early nineteenth
century, Joseph Prentis, Jr., grandson of William Prentis,
questioned his relatives about the family genealogy but did
not meet with great success. His cousin David Meade replied
that

I find all the young men of my acquaintance

nearly in the same predicament with You --

they know nothing of the genealogy of Their

Families -- I am not qualified to answer

your querie to Your satisfaction it was well

know that Your Grandfather Prentis was a

native of England & there is some reason I

think to presume that He was Born in London

-- Your Grandmothers maiden name was Brooks

-=- thus far & no further does my information

go relative to your paternal ancestory.
William Prentis's name appeared in the York County Records
on March 18, 1724/5, when he entered into an indenture with
John Brooke for Lot 51 in Williamsburg (see Appendix B).
This lot was described as "Number fifty one which fronts the
West being 25 foot by 16 foot besided the Shedd with the
Ground which the said covers and running a direct line North
on the said Lot the breadth of the said house to an old

stable standing on the said lot and also the Reversion and

Reversions Remainder and Remainders."20 It is known that
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Prentis married Mary Brooke, daughter of John and Anne
Brooke, by March 3, 1726/7 because John Brooke referred to
his daughter as Mary Prentis in his will of that date. He
left his property to his wife for her use during the
remainder of her life and stipulated that at her death it
would pass to his "dau Mary Prentis and her heirs. 1In
default of such heirs, to the said William Prentis and his
heirs."?l After the death of Anne Brooke, William Prentis
moved his family into the old Brooke home, which became
known as the Prentis house.

Soon after arriving in Williamsburg, Prentis became
closely}associated with Archibald Blair. As a result of
this friendship and his knowledge of business and trade, he
was employed by Archibald Blair, the Rev. James Blair, and
Col. Philip Ludwell as the principal clerk in their store in
the early 1720's.22  fThis business, "commonly known by the
Name of Doctor Blairs Stores,”™ had been established as a
family partnership in 1697 and quickly became known through-
out the colony. Governor Francis Nicholson referred to it
as "one of the principal stores in the Colony" in March
1705, and Governor Alexander Spotswood called it "one of the
most considerable trading stores in this country" in 1718.23
After Archibald Blair's death in 1733, James Blair, Ludwell,
and Prentis reorganizea the firm from a family partnership
to a company with stockholders. Prentis was the logical

choice to succeed Archibald Blair as manager because he had
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a great knowledge of merchandising and an astute financial
brain in addition to his reputation in the Williamsburg area
as a shrewd and successful businessman. Prentis also became
one of the company's stockholders when he purchased one-
sixth of the company stock from John Bolling, husband of
Archibald Blair's daughter Elizabeth. He continued this
practice of buying stock from other Blair heirs through the
years until he owned the largest portion of the company
stock .24

From 1733 to 1742 Prentis managed the store on a
commission basis that was outlined in the firm's annual
statement. He was paid a 5% commission of the total volume
of business transacted. His commission provided an income
well above average for the colonial period. During this
time he earned an annual commission of £139.183, and the
dividends to which he was entitled as a stockholder averaged
£100.2.8. In the research report "Blair-Prentis-Cary
Partnership: The Store and Its Operation,® William G. Kee-
ner compares Prentis's income to that of two successful
Virginian planters of the upper class. Keener finds that
"in 1734, Robert Carter of Nomini made a net profit of
£137.2.0 on the sale of twenty-five hogsheads of tobacco or
an average of £5.9.8 per hogshead. The income from Pren-
tis's commissions and dividends in that year therefore
equaled over thirty-seven hogsheads of prime tobacco, more

than the normal crop of even a rather large planter." The
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findings are similar when Prentis's profits are compared to
those of John Custis from tobacco sales in 1740. Custis was
"paid an average of £ 5.3.4 per hogshead for his tobacco.
By the same computation, Prentis made a 'salary of nearly
forty-three hogsheads."™ After 1742 Prentis received an
annual salary of £200, which was raised to £250 in 1752
and £ 300 in 1759. Thus it can be seen that throughout his
years managing the store, his earnings placed him among the
wealthiest men in Williamsburg.25

In addition to a substantial income, the position of
manager of the Prentis Store gave William Prentis an
important role in the Williamsburg community. In the
eighteenth century, such a store served several functions.
The Prentises and other merchants kept a wide range of
merchandise on hand in order to supply their customers with
manufactured goods. They imported and sold goods from
England as well as items produced in the Williamsburg
area.26 They also provided banking and credit facilities.
Because of the scarcity of currency in Virginia throughout
the colonial era, tobacco served as the principal means of
payment both within the colony and in trade with England.27
The success of merchants depended on the size and quality of
the harvest, because they accepted tobacco and tobacco notes
in payment for goodé, as well as on their ability to
estimate the price each crop would bring in the foreign

market. This ability was important since they extended
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credit to customers on the basis on a not-yet-harvested
c‘r0p.28 Francis Nicholson had perceived the need of the
tobacco planters for cash and the willingness of keen
businessmen like Archibald Blair and later William Prentis
to provide this service. During the thirty-two years that
William Prentis operated the store, he "provided a central
pool of capital on which planters could draw bills of
exchange for the payment of local debts"; and he "usually
acted as the agent in these transactions and paid the bill
for the drawers."2?

In addition to managing the most respected store in-
Virginia and providing the necessary exchange services and
capital for planters, Prentis acted as paymaster for the
colonial government. This position gave him the authority
to pay individuals for various jobs they performed for the
colony.30 He also served Williamsburg and James City and
York counties in a civil capacity. Prentis was a grand
juror in 1728 and a jury foreman in 1731, and became a
justice of James City County in 1734, an office he held for
several terms. He operated the land office for the sale of
headrights, served as a trustee of the town of Williamsburg
in 1762,31 and received an honorarium of £ 50 from the

government for "Extraordinary Service."32

The numerous
references in the York County records to William Prentis as
an administrator, executor, and prover of wills; an ap-

praiser, auditor, and settler of estates; a witness to
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wills, deeds, and other court documents; and a guardian of
orphaned children provide evidence that the people of the
Williamsburg area recognized his sound financial judgment
and managerial ability.

The success of Prentis's operation and management can
also be seen in the reputation and appearance of the store.
During the eighteenth century recognition of the store
as the most important retail outlet increased as Williams-
burg developed into the political and cultural center of
Virginia. Unlike many of the other retail merchants in
Williamsburg and throughout Virginia, William Prentis and
his sucdessors, John and Robert Prentis, did not advertise
newly arrived shipments of merchandise in the Virginia
Gazette.33 Because the Prentises relied upon their reputa-
tion, the occasions when they advertised provide interesting
information about the store. The advertisement - "“For sale,
at Mr. John Prentis's Store, in Williamsburg, an exceeding
elegant SPINET, in a genteel Mohogany Case, with a Musick
Desk, spare wires, Quills,&c. This instrument is entirely
new, and just imported in the Virginia, Captain Esten. The
lowest Price is twenty two Pounds Currency'3i describes an
item which only the gentry class would have been able to
purchase, and it suggests that the Prentises ordered goods
with the gentry in mind.

The Prentis store is the oldest surviving store in

Williamsburg today, but the present structure operated by
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the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation is not the original
building used by the Blairs or Prentises. Although it is
known that William Prentis operated his business in two
stores on two separate lots by 1733, only one has been
identified. The location of one of the buildings was
determined by examining the deeds to an adjoining piece of
property to the east, Lot 47 (see Appendix B). It is known
that in March 1718/9, one of the stores was located on Lot
46, and it is probable that this building was constructed by
William Timson of York County circa 1716-1717. By the late
1730's, increased business required larger quarters, and in
1739-1740 a brick building was erected on Lot 46, imme-
diately to the east of the older one. The annual reports of
1739-1741 show that the second lot and the building on this
lot were sold in 1741. After this sale, the firm conducted
business in the two buildings on Lot 46 until 1779, when the
partnership was dissolved. Surviving letters indicate that
the wooden frame building of circa 1716-1717 had disappeared
before the end of the century, leaving the brick structure
that is known today as the Prentis Store._35 Marcus Whiffen
wrote that "with its brick walls, pedimental gable, shop
windows, and (what is surprising in so small a building)
tressed roof, it represents the commercial architecture of
the time and place at its most substantial and highly

finished."36
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When William Prentis died on August 4, 1765, the
Prentis Store had tripled its trade and profits since 1733,
the first year of Prentis's management, and it was known as
the "most solvent and most respected business in Williams-
burg, if not in the entire colony."37 Prentis had also
firmly established his family as one of Williamsburg's
wealthiest. His estate, which consisted of personal goods
and slaves, stock in trade with John Blair and Wilson Cary
Esgr., his proportion of profits for the year 1765 and his
salary from January 1, 1765 to August 4, 1765, was appraised
at £ 9709.18.91/2. The estate inventory lists possessions
room by room and names these rooms: the Hall, John Pren-
tis's Room, Little Room, Chamber, Daniel's Room, Nursery,
Mr. Prentis's Room, little Closet, Kitchen & Wash house,
Meal House, Cellar, Store Roome at House, Yard, etc.38
These names indicate that the Prentises had made a distinc-
tion between the public areas of the house -- the hall and
the chamber -- and the private areas of the house used by
family members -- John Prentis's Room, Daniel's Roomn,
Nursery, and Mr. Prentis's Room. They had also relegated
the household chores, which were performed by slaves, to
outbuildings -- Kitchen & Wash house and the Meal House,
This arrangement and designation of household space reflect

the fact that the Prentises had adapted architectural

aspects of the gentry tradition to their daily lives.
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In his will Prentis directed that many of his personal
possessions were to be sold after his wife's death and the

"proceeds used to support his children.39 The Virginia
Gazette carried an announcement of this sale:

To be SOLD at public auction, to the highest
bidder, on Monday the 8th of August, at the
dwelling—-house of the late Mr. WILLIAM
PRENTIS, in the city of Williamsburg, and
pursuant to his will, EIGHT Valuable House
SLAVES, and sundry kind of household and
kitchen FURNITURE, such as plate, china,
tables, chairs, pictures, looking—glasses,
beds, quilts, blankets, table and bed linen,
a couch, clock, dumb-waiter, chest of
drawers, bureau, cooler, two suits of fine
bed curtains and bedsteads, a large quantity
of pewter, &c. a single chair, a cart and
‘'several horses, a pipe of fine old Madeira
wine, and several dozen of bottled wine.
Also two tracts of land in the county of
York, %%ch containing 150 acres, more or
lesseee

Several items from William Prentis's personal estate reflect
the Prentises' position among the wealthiest families of
Williamsburg. Sets of chairs, dishes and eating utensils
are possessions associated with the gentry tradition and are
evidence of Prentis's wealth. Articles such as mirrors,
clocks, veneered mahogany tables, damask linens, and china
are also evidence of William Prentis's wealth because these
objects were most likely imported from England (or China in
the case of the china) and were products of sophisticated

workmanship.41

John Prentis was the store manager from his father's
death in 1765 until his own in 1775. He was also joint

owner of the store with John Blair and Wilson Cary (and
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their heirs), and the other heirs of William Prentis. This
change in management met no opposition because William
Prentis had made it known that he wanted the operation and
management of the store to pass to his son. In his will he
stated his desire that such parts

of the said Stock as I have given to my

Children who are under Age may during their

respective Minorities may be continued in

trade under the Management of my Son John

who I desire may account regularly with my

other Executors for the profits of the said

childrens parts of the said SE?CK and all

other matters relating thereto.?
William Prentis had seen that John demonstrated considerable
talent in business affairs, and, as a result, he trained
his oldest son in all phases of store operation and manage-
ment, much as he himself had been trained by Archibald

Blair.43

Like his father, John Prentis was more than just the
leading merchant in Williamsburg. He held the offices of
justice of the peace from 1754 to 1771, sheriff of York
County from August 1759 to July 1761, mayor of Williamsburg
for the year 1760, judge of the York County Court, vestryman
of Bruton Parish Church in 1769, chamberlain of Virginia for
the city of Williamsburg, and colonel in the Williamsburg
militia. Prentis was involved in several aspects of the
probate process as an administrator, executor, and prover of
wills, and as an appraiser, auditor, and settler of es-
tates. He was called upon to exercise his judgment as an

inspector of roads, bridges, and scales at the tobacco
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warehouses. An additional responsibility assigned to John
Prentis was the job of taking the list of tithables in
Bruton Parish.4? The fact that a member of the ‘second
generation of the family in Williamsburg held offices and
was called upon to carry out business for the county even
more frequently than his father had been suggests that the
family was gaining additional respect and deference from the
Williamsburgers of the second and third quarters of the
eighteenth century.

During his years as manager of the store, John was
assisted by his younger brother William Prentis, Jr., the
last of the family to become a merchant. Few details are
known about William, the third of William and Mary Prentis's
four sons. Born about 1740, he, like his brother John,
learned the business of merchandising from his father, and
he was referred to as "William Prentis, Merchant® in the
York County records.4>® He was also called "Captain Pren-
tis,"” but it is not known whether he earned the title from
service in the militia or whether it was a sign of the
respect given to the upper class in the deferential society
of Williamsburg.46

The years of John Prentis's operation of the store and
William Prentis Jr.'s assistance were marked by strong, keen
management but not the great innovation and expansion that
distinguished William Prentis Sr.'s management:.f7 The

growth and prosperity of the store and of other Virginian



21
merchants were reduced by the growing conflicts between
Great Britain and her colonies during the 1760's and
1770's. When Virginians formed the Associations of 1769 and
1770, the signers, including John Prentis, pledged not to
import any goods from Great Britain. These early Associa-
tions were not fully complied with or enforced. This
situation changed with the Association of 1774, which called
for absolute non-importation of British goods to begin
November 1, 1774. The Continental Association also included
a measure for the formation of local committees to ensure

compliance by all.48

The Association of 1774 proved harmful to the Prentis
Store in two ways. First, John Prentis failed to cancel an
order for tea which he had placed with the East India

49 As a

Company through his factor in London, John Norton.
result, he received a great deal of criticism in the
Virginia Gazette when the shipment arrived in Williamsburg.
Prentis apologized for importing the tea in a letter to the
Yixginia_ﬁﬁszLQ,SO but the reputation of the store was
harmed. Second, the absolute non-importation reduced the
quantity of goods for sale in the store to a greater extent
than in other stores. This occurred because the proportion
of imported goods to domestic goods sold at the store had
changed from a 60 to 40 ratio to a 96 to 4 ratio during the

years of William Prentis, Sr.'s management.51 This dramatic

shift shows that the Prentises were aware of the tastes of
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the Virginia gentry who wished to own sophisticated,
well-made objects from Great Britain.

As a result, when the Virginia Gazette of November 2,
1775, carried the announcement, "Died, after a lingering
illness, John Prentis of this city, Merchant,'52 John
Prentis's heirs, his brothers Daniel and Joseph and his
cousin Robert Prentis, had to consider whether the partner-
ship between them and the Blair and Cary heirs should be
continued or dissolved. It was decided that the partnership
would continue under the name of "Robert Prentis & Company”;
and in 1775, when Robert Prentis took control, the holdings
of the company were £ 18,000. The Association of 1774
continued to affect the store: the holdings decreased to
£ 16,000 in 1777 and to £ 13,000 in 1778. The partners
concluded to dissolve their partnership by November 10,
1779, and when the stock was settled, on the basis of the
holdings of Robert Prentis and Company on May 4, 1779, the
total value was £ 10,000.53 From late 1779 to June 1786,
Robert Prentis continued to operate a retail business in
Williamsburg. He rented the o0ld Prentis Store buildings and
worked for the government, selling surplus military supplies
and seized goods. Prentis left Williamsburg for Trinidad in
June 1786 because of his lack of financial success as a
merchant and because he regarded himself as a British
subject. In his will dated June 19, 1786, he left the

Prentis Store with his houses and land in Williamsburg to
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his nephew William Prentis, a printer in Petersburg,
Virginia.s4

In spite of difficulties, the material fortunes of John
and William Prentis, Jr., did not decline dramatically.
When he died in February 1773, the latter's estate of
£ 1994.10.9 was divided among his brothers John, Daniel, and
Joseph, and his cousin Robert.?® Several of John Prentis's
legacies reflect his personai wealth and social standing in
the upper class. He left his "set of Table China" to his
sister Sarah Waters and he bequeathed "unto my brother
Joseph Prentis & his heirs forever my lands in Surry, James
City & fork County's as also my waiting boy Alexander, my
mulatto boy Pompey & my mulatto girls Effy & Rachel & Nancy
with their future increase.">®

Joseph, the youngest of William and Mary Prentis's
children, was born on January 24, 1754. Unlike his father,
two of his brothers, and his cousin, he did not become
involved in the family business. After studying at the
College of William and Mary, he entered the legal profess-
ion. His rapid rise to prominence in civic and political
affairs is an indication of the Prentises' prominent
position in their community. Joseph Prentis served Will-
iamsburg and the surrounding counties in several capacities
during his lifetime, and the offices he held and duties he
performed reflect some of his interests. By serving on a

commission to establish an academy for Barrison, Monongalia,
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and Randolph counties in 1787 and as a member of the Board
of Visitors of William and Mary, he promoted education in
the tidewater area. As a resident of Williamsburg, Prentis
would have been interested in matters concerning the welfare
of the town and of the surrounding areas. Service as an
alderman of Williamsburg in 1776, member of the first House
of Delegates from Williamsburg in 1777, member of the House
of Delegates from York for 1778-1788, and Speaker of the
House of Delegates in 1788 gave him opportunities to
participate in and help to develop systems of local govern-
ment for the state of Virginia. Appointments to the board
of directors of the Public Hospital in 1794, the commission
for laying out Norfolk more regularly in 1777, and the
commission to sell public lands in York and Elizabeth
counties are evidence that his interest in local affairs
extended into areas other than government. Joseph Prentis
combined his legal career and service to the state on more
than one occasion: he was a member of the Virginia Conven-
tion in December 1775; appointed a judge of admiralty in
1776; named to Governor Patrick Henry's Privy Council in
1779; a Reviser of the Virginia Code of Laws in 1794; and a
judge of the General Court of Virginia from 1789 to 1809.°7

On December 16, 1778, Joseph Prentis married Margaret
Bowdoin, daughter of John Bowdoin II and his wife, the
former Grace Stringer, of Northampton, Virginia.58 He and

Margaret raised their family in their house in the Green
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Hill area of Williamsburg. In 1782 Prentis acquired the
property on which his house was built from the King family
and Mrs. Frances Hubbard. This property is Lots 319-328 on
a map of Williamsburg from circa 1790 that shows that
Prentis owned twelve lots in the block bounded by Prince
George, Henry, Scotland, and Nassau Streets (see Appendix
B). In 1809 his house was described as

a small but convenient house, with all the
necessary outhouses, Garden and lot which
including the Garden contains about 4 acres
on which there is a very good spring and
spring house all in excellent and neat
repair. The house contains two rooms below
about 16 X 20 feet and two small rooms over
them with dormant [sic] windows in the
common style in Virginia, but Mr. Prentis
has added to the West an apartment contain-
ing a large bed-chamber about 24 X 21/22
feet on the north side of which there is a
small room about 12 X 10 and an Ante-~Chamber
of nearly the same size. This is a most
convenient with small children. Under the
same roof with the kitchen is a small room
which he occupied as a study, and in a
different part of the yard is another small
house with I believe two rooms below and one
above. There is a good stable etc. This
property is valued at $2000. It will not gs
sold for less and is worth much more. . .

The influence of the gentry tradition can be seen in several
features of Joseph Prentis's house. The house plan ("two
rooms below and two above with dormant windows"), often
called the "I-House" or the "Virginia House," reflects the

60 rhe phrases, "with all

symmetry of Georgian architecture.
the necessary outhouses," "but Mr. Prentis has added," and
"under the same roof with the kitchen is a small room ...and

in a different part of the yard is another small ‘house"



26

indicate that Joseph Prentis continued to be influenced by
the eighteenth-century concern for privacy.

The Williamsburg Land Tax Records and Williamsburg
Personal Property Tax Records give indications of Joseph
Prentis's wealth. These records show that he owned slaves
(ranging from 8 to 12), cattle, coaches, and property
(ranging from 8 to 24 lots, including land adjoining the
Palace Green) from 1782 to 1809.%1 ‘rhe clothes, china,
glass, silver, furniture, and books inventoried after the
death of Margaret Prentis in 1801%2 ang Joseph Prentis in
180993 ailso provide evidence that this generation of the
Prentisffamily was wealthy and had high standards of living.

Joseph and Margaret Prentis had eight children, four of
whom -- Joseph Jr., John, Eliza, and Mary Ann -- survived to
adulthood. Joseph Prentis, Jr. followed in the footsteps of
his father, graduating from William and Mary in 1801 and
entering the legal profession. 1In addition to beihg one of
the leading tidewater lawyers of his day, Joseph Prentis,
Jr., served in several capacities that reflected interests
similar to those of his father. He was appointed to the
College's Board of Visitors in 1824, As surveyor and
inspector of the revenue for Suffolk (appointed by President
James Monroe in 1821), he would have been involved in
planning the development of Suffolk. He used his legal
expertise for the state as a member of the Virginia Consti-

tutional Convention in 1830, and for the area in which he
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lived as clerk of the Nansemond County Court from 1838 to
1851.%4 after his death in 1851, a friend said of Joseph
Prentis that he "was a man of captivating address, excellent
judgment, incorruptible integrity, unsurpassed purity of
heart, and as time passed on, stood high on the roll of
professional fame; one of whom to speak, was to praise, to

know, was to love."65

Information gathered from public documents thus shows
that the Prentises were one of the wealthiest families in
Williamsburg, that they managed a well-known and successful
store, and that they participated actively in civic and
political affairs. This information fails to provide
answers to several questions: How did the Prentises view
themselves and their place in society? Did they want and
attempt to become socially, as well as politically, accepted
by the gentry? Were their lives greatly influenced by the
gentry tradition? A study of the library assembled by the
family will help to answer these questions.

Members of the Prentis family shared a love of books
and reading. They considered books to be important posses-
sions and valuable sources of information, as can be seen in
their practice of giving books as gifts; the signatures and
bookplates that indicate ownership and, in some cases, the
date and location of purchase; and the marginalia. William
Prentis owned several books and may have purchased books for

his sons John, Daniel, and William,Jr., and his nephew
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Robert at the Virginia Gazette office.®® Books once owned
by these men survive in the Webb-Prentis Collection along
with the books of Joseph Prentis, Sr., and Joseph Prentis,
Jr., that compose the majority of the collection. The
correspondence between Joseph, Sr. and Joseph, Jr. shows
that father and son believed that books were sources of
education and entertainment. In 1796 Joseph Prentis,
Sr. wrote his son from Charlottesville that

Your good health has fortunately enabled you

to devote your attention to your books, and

I flatter myself you are sufficiently

convinced of the great importance in

attending to your Books, and your advance-

ment at Colledge [sic].®
After moving to Suffolk, where he hoped to find greater
opportunity to establish his law practice, Joseph wrote to
his father about the books he had left behind in Williams-
burg: "I am now quite idle having no books to read, must
therefore beg the favour of you to forward mine as early as
possible, I expect Mr. Yarborough's library is very con-
fined.... he has heard me mention mine, and wishing they
were here --." Two years later, in 1807, Joseph again asked
for books from Williamsburg, writing, "P.S. Will you please
send me Simpson's Euclid, together with some few books still
remaining in the press in the study which I used —
Joseph Sr. responded by writing to his son that he put the
requested books on the packet for Norfolk .69

Susan Riddick Prentis, Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard,

Mary Ann Prentis Chamberlain, and Susan Bowdoin, who helped
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raise her nieces and nephews after the death of Joseph,
Sr.'s wife Margaret in 1801, show that the love of books and
education was not restricted to the male members of the
family. On February 28, 1809, Eliza wrote her brother
Joseph, Jr. about her recent return to school:

You will perhaps wonder I am not as much

mistress of my time now, as when you were

here -- I will account for this, by telling

you I am busily engaged at School -- Papa

has permitted me to attend my old School

Master Mr. Blackburn once more -- I am

delighted at this opportunity of improving

myself a little, as I am truly sensible how

deficient I am in knowledge --. I attend

School three days in the week, the whole day

—— and the next, have7&o prepare my. lesson

for the following day.
Eliza, Susan Bowdoin, and Susan Riddick Prentis all gave
books as gifts to various family members, purchased books
for their own enjoyment and improvement, and discussed the
importance of education in their letters.

Before examining the books owned by the men and women
of the Prentis family, it is necessary first to look at how
the list of the Prentis collection was compiled. A discus-
sion of how the library was reconstructed follows in the

next chapter, and a list of the volumes is in Appendix C.
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CHAPTER 11
RECONSTRUCTING THE PRENTIS LIBRARY

The list of the Prentis family library in Appendix C
includes both works that are extant and works that have not
survived. The reconstructed library (composed of extant,
lost, and unlocated titles) contains volumes in the Webb-
Prentis Collection, volumes in the possession of Dr. Joseph
P. Webb and family, titles found in the inventory of the
estate of Joseph Prentis, Sr., in the Virginia Gazette Day
Book 1764-1766, and on a handwritten list in the family copy
of Paradise Lost. The majority are part of a group of books

known as the Webb-Prentis Collection. 1In 1978 Mrs. Blanche
M. Webb and Dr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Webb gave the family's seven-

teenth-, eighteehth-, nineteenth-, and twentieth-century
books to the Rare Book Department of Alderman Library at the
University of Virginia and to the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation Research Library (now the Department of the
Library). The collection was divided at the beginning of
the nineteenth century, with Colonial Williamsburg receiving
the books from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and
the University of Virginia receiving the books from the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The division reflects
the fact that the Prentis family was prominent in Williams-

35
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burg in the eighteenth century and that the Webbs were
closely associated with the University of Virginia from the
second quarter of the nineteenth century on.1

All but two of the 214 titles in the portion of the
collection located at Colonial Williamsburg have been
included in this study.2 These 212 works can be divided
into four categories: first, the volumes that were owned
only by the Prentis family; second, those that have the
signatures, stamps, inscriptions, or bookplates of earlier
owners in addition to indications of ownership by the
Prentises; third, the volumes with evidence of ownership by
people other than the Prentis family; and fourth, those that
do not have any evidence of ownership. The majority of the
titles at Colonial Williamsburg (159 titles, 75%) contain an
indication of ownership -- bookplate, embossed cover,
inscription, signature, or stamp -- by members of the
Prentis family. Of these 159 titles, 144 appear to have
been owned only by the Prentises since there is no evidence
of ownership by other people. That family members indicated
ownership in such a large portion of their books is evidence
that they considered books to be important possessions.

Several of the books have evidence of ownership by
people in addition to the Prentises. In some cases, it has
been possible to determine the relationship between the
Prentises and the person whose name appears in a particular

volume. The family tree (see Appendix A) shows that the
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Bowdoin, McCroskey, Meade, Pollard, Riddick, and Vickery
families were related to the Prentis family by marriage.
Four works in the collection were owned by the Robert
Saunders family of Williamsburg before becoming a part of
the Prentis library. Family letters and inscriptions in the
books are evidence of the close relationship between these
two families.

It was a common practice to hold estate sales in the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in order to raise
money to support surviving family members. William Prentis
specified in his will that his estate, -real and personal,
should 5e sold after his wife's death, and sales were also
held after the deaths of Joseph Prentis, Sr., and his sister

Sarah Waters.3

Inscriptions in several of the Prentis books
show that the Prentises purchased several books at estate
sales: "AL Adams Sale," in [John Freind] Nine Commentaries
Dpon Fevers; T"Purchased at Poole's Sale Jos Prentis,"” in
George [Gilbert] Imlay, A Topographical Description of the
HgsLezn_IEintgzz_nf_Nthh_Amexiga; "Jos Prentis Bought at
the Sales of Ben Coroling Dec. 22nd., 1814," in Vicesimus
Knox, Essays Moral and Literary; and "Bought at Gen Cohoon's
Sale. 22 Dec. 1823," in Thomas O'Connor, An Impartial and

t Hisf £t} W Bet t] United St f
America and CGreat B:itain.4 It seems likely that other

books with signatures of Cohoon family members could also
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have been purchased at the estate sale of General Cohoon in
December 1823,

A few volumes in the collection were first owned by
prominent members in the Williamsburg area. These books are
Edward Bysshe, The Art of English Poetry, Inscriptions: "Ex
Libris George Booth," ®"Ex Dono Chari Amici Carter Burwell."
and "Philippe Ludwell A.D. 1735"; Cicero, Tully's Three
Books of Offices, Bookplate: Peter Hay M.D.; [Sir Francis
Bacon,] Letters, Memoirs, Parliamentary Affairs, Bookplate:
Philip Ludwell Lee, and Signature: Thomas Lee; [William
Shakespeare,] The Works of Shakespeare, Bookplate: Murray,
Earl of Dunmore. Unfortunately, it is not known how the
Prentises acquired these titles, since they did not make any
note about their acquisition in the books as they did in
many books they purchased at estate sales or received as
gifts.

Another group of titles contains bookplates, inscrip-
tions, signatures, and stamps of people whom I have not been
able to connect to the Prentis family. These books are

[Addison, Joseph et al.] The Spectator. Inscrip-

tion: "william Kirby Dec. 13th 1840"%;
Signatures: William Logan, John Smith, and
George Smith, Jr.

The Holy Bible. Stamp: E. Carr.

Johnson, Samuel. The Rambler. Inscriptions: "Na-

thaniel Corgill Sussex 1800," and "James Murray

Augusta Co. Va. 1872."

[Haywood, Eliza.] The Female Spectator. Inscription:
"Elizabeth Walker her book Suffolk 24 January 1778."
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Leadbetter, Charles. Uranoscopia. Inscription:
"William Eleye Nansemond County Virginia 1768."

[Maillet, Benoit de.]) Telliamed. Signature: James
Daley.

Robertson, William. The History of America. Signa-

ture: Charles Henderson; stamp: James Kerr.

Smith, Gleorge.] :
Inscription: "Ro. H. Fisher 1804."

[Smollett, Tobias.] The Adventures of Roderick
Random. Inscription: "Lt. John Smith Landwaiter in
the Port of Bristol 1751 No. 27%"; signature: Molly
Hubbard.

[Sterne, Laurence.] [The Works of Laurence Sterne.]
Inscription: "Ann M. Credie 1810."

aAn Universal Historv. Bookplate: Robert Gilbert.

Zeydelaar, Ernst. Grammaire générale raisonée Hollan-

doise. Inscription: "Lewis Bass his book."

It is possible that Joseph Prentis, Jr., could have pur-
chased The Rambler, The Female Spectator, and Uranoscopia at
estate sales or received them as gifts from the first owner,
after he moved to Suffolk in Nansemond County, in 1805.

Twenty of the titles at Colonial Williamsburg do not
contain any indication of ownership. Like the preceding
group of books, these have been included in the Prentis
library because the volumes are similar in their contents to
those volumes that can be positively identified as belonging
to the Prentises. These titles are:

Allen, Benjamin. History of the Reformation.

[Ambrose, Isaac.] Unidentified volume of sermons.

Bozman, John Leeds. A _Sketch of the History of
Maryland.
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The Book of Common Prayer (1827).

[Briggs, Richard.] The Art of English Cookery.

[Bryant, J.] A& Treatise Upon the Authority of the
Scriptures

Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, Fourth Earl of.
Letters Written by the Late Right Honourable Philip
Dormer Stanhope.

Crutwell, Clement. The New Universal Gazetter.

Ingram, Richard. The Gout.

Langhorne, John. Sermons Preached Before the Honourable
Societ £ Li 1n'S—InD.

Parnell, Thomas. Poems on Several Occasions.
Sharp, Samuel. A Critical Fnquiry into the Present
State of Surgery

Sherlock, Thomas. §Several Discoveries Preached at the
Temple Church.

Sophocles. The Tragedies of Sophocles.

The Southern Literary Messenger.

[United States Congress.] The Constitutions of the
Several Independent States of America.

[Virginia Convention, 1788.] Debates and Other
: 1 £ the C . £ Virainia.

Washington, George. Epistles Domestic, Confidential,
 Official £ g 1 Washinat

The Rare Book Department of the Alderman Library at the
University of Virginia has 305 titles from the Webb-Prentis
Collection, and I decided to look at ninety-three of these
in order to determine which ones would be included in
my study.5 Eighty of these are included in the list of the
Prentis library. The majority of these books, sixty-five,

do not contain any information about ownership, and they are
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included because it cannot be determined whether they are
Prentis books or Webb books. On the whole, these volumes
are similar to the other volumes that can be identified as
belonging to the Prentises. There are, however, several
that do not seem to belong with the other books in the

collection. These books are

Chapman, Nathaniel. Discourses on the Elements of
3 ‘i 1 Materia Medica.

Dunglison, Robley. A New Dictionary of Medical
Soi 1 Lit | -

Steel, John H. An Analysis of the Mineral Waters.
Wistar, Caspar. Q& System of Anatomy for the Use of
Student £ Medic

These volumes concerned with science and medicine are more
technical than the guides to family medicine that were
commonly owned by Virginians of the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries.,

Only fifteen of the eighty titles at the University of
Virginia can be included with certainty on the list of the
Prentis library. Nine works contain evidence of ownership
by the family:

Fénelon, Mr. [Frangois Salignac] De La Motte. The

Adventures of Telemachus

. Embossed Cover: M.S.
Prentis.

Mason, William. QA Spiritual Treasury for the Children
of God. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin.

M'Cabe, John Collins. §Scraps. Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Suffo 23 Dec 1836 a present from the

author."

More, Hannah.

Strictures on the Modern System of
Female Education. Inscription: "Jos Prentis Bought
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the 26th Feb. 1810. from a purchaser at the Sale of
Edwd Allen."

Noy, William. The Principle Grounds and Maxims.
Bookplate: Peter B. Prentis, Suffolk, Va.

Paley, William.
i . Bookplate: Joseph Prentis junior
Williamsburg, Virginiaj; Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis junior. William and Mary College July 18th

1800."

Raleigh, Walter. A New History of England. Book-
plate: William Prentis; Signature: William
Prentis.

[Rundell, Maria Eliza Ketelby.] _
i o Inscription: "Joseph Prentis
Wmsburg."”
Sanderson, John.
; i . Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Suffolk."

Three volumes complete sets at Colonial Williamsburg:
[Thomas Bridges,] A Burlesque Translatiopn of Homer; Clement
Crutwell, The New Universal Gazetter; and Sophocles, The
Txaggdiea_gi_ﬁgphgclea.s The final three titles —-- George
Fowler, The Wandering Philanthropist; Mary Hays, Female
Biography; and Lindley Murray, English Grammar -- appear on

three lists of Prentis books (to be discussed below), and
the existence of these three titles (in addition to the
existence of other works on these lists) provides evidence
that all the titles on these lists should be included in the
reconstructed library.

Sixteen volumes from the Prentis family library are in
the possession of Dr. Joseph P. Webb and his family.7

Twelve of these contain an indication of ownership by
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immediate members of the family. Two more works -- [John
Wolcot], The Poetical Works of Peter Pindar, Esq., Inscrip-
tions: "Robert H. Fisher Havana November 25th, 1801 Price
$0.42" and "R. H. Fisher Kingston Jamaica October 12th,
1801;" and Eutropius, Eutroppii breviarium historiae
Romanae, Inscription: "Samuel Cohoon May 25th 177-"
and Signatures: Edward Riddick, Josiah Riddick, and John
Cohoon -- have evidence of ownership by people whose names
appear in other volumes in the Prentis library. The
combination of names in the work by Eutropius suggests that
the Riddick and the Cohoon families may have known each other,
and it is possible that Susan Caroline Riddick. had these
books and others first owned by the Cohoons and Riddicks in
her possession when she married Joseph Prentis, Jr., in
1810. The inscription "M.B.S. to S.B." in Samuel Johnson,
Jol 's Dicti f the English I in Miniat ,
may have been from Marianna Barbara Saunders, wife of Robert
Saunders, to Susan Bowdoin. Although the copy of the Hymns
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the possession of the
Webb family does not have any indication of ownership, it is
not an unlikely addition to this 1library in view of the
family's other books on religion and religious subjects.

After Joseph Prentis, Sr. died on June 18, 1809, an
inventory of his estate was taken.® This inventory includes
a list of seventy-five books that proved useful in recon-

structing the Prentis family library in three ways. First,
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thirty-five titles from the inventory are not extant, and
their existence is known only from this inventory. A
notation by Joseph Prentis, Jr., provides information about
what happened to these books. On July 13, 1837, he wrote
that "the dreadful Conflagration on the 3d June 1837, by
which my buildings were destroyed render [sic] it impossible
for me to say whether the books preserved will agree with
the list."2 The list to which he referred was entitled
"Catalogue of Books Which Belong to the Est[ate] of my
father with their appraised Value which remained unsold."10
It appears that these thirty-five titles were either sold
between 1809 and 1837 or were lost in a fire.

Second, this list makes it possible to include volumes
in the Prentis collection that do not have any indication of
ownership by the family. Four such books are [Daniel
Horsmanden], & _Journal of the Proceedings in the Detection
of the Conspiracy; John Tillotson, The Works of the Most
Reverend Dr. John Tillotson (1712); John Tillotson, The
Works of the Most Reverend Dr. John Tillotson (1714):;
and [John Wolcot], The Poetical Works of Peter Pindar, EsqQr.

Third, the estate inventory indicates that Joseph
Prentis, Sr., owned several volumes in which he did not
indicate ownership. These volumes are Thomas Brown, The
Works of Mr. Thomas Brown; Cicero, Tully's Three Books of
Offices; Matthew Prior, Poems on Several Occasions; The
Chevalier [Andrew Michael] Ramsay, The Travels of Cyrus; and
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the Tillotson volumes mentioned above. Bookplates in the
volumes by Brown and Prior show ownership by John Prentis,
and the plate in Ramsay's work shows ownership by William
Prentis (This William Prentis could be Joseph Sr.'s brother
or his cousin, but probably not his father since this work
was published in 1765, the year in which William Sr. died.)
Unfortunately it is not known how Joseph Prentis, Sr.,
acquired these volumes from members of his family.

The Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766 contains
references to fourteen works that the Prentises purchased at
the Virgipia Gazette office. It is not known if these books
were purchased for sale at the Prentis Store or for the
family's enjoyment. There is evidence that some, if not
all, did make their way into the Prentis house. One title,
John Ray's The Wisdom of God, is extant, and two others,
Farrier's Dictionarvy and [Charles Johnstone], The Reverie,
appear on Joseph Prentis, Sr.'s estate inventory. Because
of this evidence, all of the titles found in the extant
records from the Virginia Cazette office have been included
in this study.

The final source of information for the reconstruction
of the Prentis collection is a list of titles found in the
surviving copy of Paradise Lost. This list is not signed,
initialed, or dated; it may have been written by a Prentis
family member or by someone who was not a member of the

family.11 The "Paradise Lost List"™ does not include the
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full title and author of the volumes on the list; instead,
the volumes are referred to by short title or a combination
of a short title and author's name. Examples of these
references are "The Art of English Poetry," "System of
Divinity," and "Thornton's Progress and Commentary." Of the
twenty-two works on this list, there are copies of nine at
Colonial Williamsburg and one at the University of Vir-
ginia. With the help of the OCLC (Online Computer Library
Center) Cataloging System, Charles Evans's American Bibli-
ography, National Union Catalog, and the British Museum
General Catalogue of Printed Books to 1955, I have been able

to identify author and complete title for three additional
works on the list. These works -- James Beattie, An_ Essay
on the Nature and Immutability of Truth; John Flavel, &
Saint Indeed, Or, the Great Work of a Christian; and James
Greenwood, The Philadelphia Vocabulary, English and Latin --

would not have been out of place in the Prentis library
because of the family's strong religious feelings and their
volumes on Latin ianguage and literature. Since I was able
to identify title and author for the greater portion of the
books on the "Paradise Lost List," all the volumes from this
list are included on the comprehensive list of the recon-

structed Prentis library.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER II

lrhe Webb-Prentis Collection was not divided exactly at
the year 1800: Colonial Williamsburg has some nineteenth-
century volumes, and the University of Virginia has some
eighteenth-century volumes. For information about the
connection between the Webb family and the University of
Virginia, see "Lineage."

2william Wirt, Sketches of the Life and Character of
Patrick Henryv, Third Edition, Corrected by the Author,
Philadelphia: Printed by William Brown and Published by
James Webster, 1818 was not included because it contains the
signature of Robert H. Webb; and Graham's Magazine, Phila-
delphia: George R. Graham, Vols. 36 (1851) -48 (1853) was
not included because the volumes owned by the Prentis family
were published after 1851, the cut off date for inclusion in

this study.

3see York County Records, Wills and Inventories
(21)241-245 for the will of William Prentis, Sr.; Peter
P. Causey Papers, Swem Library, College of William and Mary
for the will of Joseph Prentis, Sr.; William Prentis to
Joseph Prentis, Sr., 26 July 1801, Webb-Prentis Papers,
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, for discussion of
the estate sale of Sarah Waters.

41In this section, the books will be referred to by
short title; for complete listing of titles and authors of
the reconstructed library, see Appendrix C.

5Ninety-three titles were chosen because they were
published before 1851.

6These volumes do complete sets at Colonial Williams-
burg, but like the volumes at the University of Virginia,
the Colonial Williamsburg volumes do not have any indication
of ownership.

Tnfter the Webb-Prentis Collection was appraised in
1978, Dr. Webb requested that some of the volumes be
returned to him.

8Inventory of the Estate of Joseph Prentis, Sr., Peter
P. Causey Papers, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.
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9Joseph Prentis, Jr., Memorandum, 13 July 1837,
Webb-Prentis Papers, Alderman Library, University of
Virginia.

107pig.
llrhe copy of Edward Hazen's Popular Technology (one of

the titles on the Paradise Lost List) that is in the Prentis
Collection was published in 1842, so it is possible that
Joseph Sr., his wife Susan Caroline, their sons Peter B. and
John B., his sister Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard, or his
brother John Prentis could have written the list.



CHAPTER II1I
THE PRENTIS LIBRARY

The 367 works in the Prentis collection were published
between 1683 and 1850, and deal with a wide range of
subjects. Because of the size and diversity of this
library, by examining the books in topical groups we can
gain a fuller understanding of the collection as a whole,
note differences in books owned by men and women, and
surmise whether or not the Prentises tried to use their
books as visible signs of their wealth. Twelve categories
have been developed for this study of the Prentis library.
These categories are

Practical Knowledge

Education

Government and Law

Moral Philosophy

Religion

Natural History

History

Biography

Travel and Geography

Classics

Literature

Miscellaneous
Although a system of categories is invaluable to a study of
a large collection of books, classification poses two
problems. First, some books fall into the Miscellaneous

category because the title, author, or both could not be

49
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identified; second, the assignment is inexact in that some
ti;les do_got readily fit into any of the groupings and
others belong in more than one category.

In "Private Libraries in Colonial Virginia" George
K. Smart wrote that the books on practical arts and know-
ledge enabled individuals of the twentieth century to "come
closer to the everyday lives of the people concerned than we
might in any other way. These books must certainly have
been the most frequently consulted of all, for they indicate
a limitless desire to receive information in the everyday
matters so important in life."l The volumes in this
category provide information about the daily lives of the
Prentises that books in the other categories do not convey:
Joseph Sr.'s role in household activities; their interest in
gardening; their concern about health and the role death
played in their lives; and the attention that they paid to
the care of horses.

Works on domesticity, gardening, medicine, and farriery
fall under the heading of Practical Knowledge. Seven titles

in this category are concerned with domestic economy,
cooking, and marriage, and only one, The Virginia House-
Wife., Or Methodical Cook, by Mary Randolph, has indication
of ownership by a woman, Susan Riddick Prentis. This is

unusual since these duties are almost always associated with

women. Joseph Sr. owned four books on domestic subjects:

- {0 Lect . Mat ri ial Mi Displ 3.
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[Rundell, Maria Eliza Ketelby.] A _New Svstem of
Salmon, Mr. [Thomas.] An Essay Concerning

Marriage. .
Willich, Anthony Florian Madinger. The Domestic

Encyclopedia.
The handwritten table of contents in A_New System of

Domestic Cookery is evidence that Prentis used this cook-

book. This suggests that he also assumed many of the

household duties after the death of his wife. One would
expect the Prentis women to have owned a greater number of
books on domestic subjects, especially in the nineteenth
century, when "how to books,®™ such as Catherine Beecher's A
1LgaLiaé_gn_ngmgszig_ﬁggngmx (1841), that instructed women
on how to run their households efficiently and to rear and
educate their children enjoyed great popularity.

One of Joseph Prentis's interests was gardening, and he
recorded what, where, and when he planted. Two of his
record books survive, "The Monthly Kalendar 1775-1779" and
his "Garden Book, March 1784-February 1788." Five books
also reflect his interest in gardening and planting:

Gardiner, John and David Hepburn. The American

Gardner.
Miller, Phllip. The Gardner's Dictionary.
Miller, Philip. The Gardner's Kalendar.
on Agriculture, Commerce, Arts, and Manufac-—
tures.
[Young, Arthur.] -Rural Oecopomy.
It is possible that Joseph Jr. used these books because
it is known from family letters that he also had a garden.

In 1827 Joseph III wrote his sister Margaret Susan that "our
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Garden has been very much improved since you left us indeed
papa has gone to some expense about it. And it looks very
Pretty we have some flowers in bloom and expect to have a
Good assortment of herbs and vegetables."2
The presence of books about medicine and the preser-
vation of health in many Virginian libraries, especially in
the tidewater area, reflects a great concern about these
subjects. Disease and the resulting demographic instability
disrupted family life in Virginia during the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. 1In 1806 Joseph Sr. wrote that he
hoped that he would live long enough to form his daughters'’
minds ané see them reach their majority, and that his death
would not greatly disrupt their lives.3 Two years after his
father's death, Joseph Jr. wrote that it had caused a
"thorough revolution in the family."4 Joseph Jr. decided
that it was not safe for his sisters to remain in Williams-
burg, and after selling the Green Hill property and many of
the household objects, he moved his sisters to his house in
suffolk.>
In addition to an unbound pocket notebook and a
leather-bound book containing handwritten medical remedies,
the family owned several printed volumes on medicine and
health:
Armstrong, John. 'fhg_ALL_Qﬁ_Bzesezzing_Bgalth;__A

Poem.
Buchan, William. Domestic Medicine: Or the Family

. 2 copies.

Physician
[Cornaro, Lewis.] Sure and Certain Methods of
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A

Cullen, William. EFirst Lipnes of the Practice of Physic

[Freind, John.] Nine Commentaries Upon Fevers.
Gardiner, John. an Inquiry Into the Nature, Cause, and

Cure of the Gout
Ingram, Richard. The Gout.
Sharp, Samuel. A Critical Enqguiry Into the Present

TurE2?%g5gﬁIggfggéie_AL;_gf_Snxggzx.

The works by Buchan, Cornaro, and Cullen, and the hand-
written remedies provided general information about health
care to the Prentises. The volumes by Gardiner and Ingram
conveyed specific information about gout to Joseph Sr., who
probably suffered from that painful ailment. His inscrip-
tion, "Huzza! Huzzal Gout cured by Salt Herrings. See the
Case of Wm. Richardson pa 209," in Gardiner's work supports
the supposition. As noted in the previous chapter, other,
more technical books on medicine are included on the
list of the reconstructed library, but they are not dis-
cussed here because it is unlikely that the Prentises owned
these volumes. It is interesting that in spite of owning,
annotating, and consulting their books on health care and
medicine, the Prentises still adhered to the seventeenth-

century notion that an illness could "season"™ one and help
to prevent further sickness. This is evident in a letter
Joseph Jr. received from his sister Eliza, in which she
wrote, "I was sincerely sorry to hear of the illness of my
dear Sister [Susan Riddick Prentis, Joseph Jr.'s wife], but
I hope it will be the means of keeping her well, during the

summer."6
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Works on farriery and the care of horses were fre-
quently found in eighteenth-century libraries. These
volumes were practical and useful because many Virginians
depended on their horses for transportation. Books on these
subjects had an additional significance for the gentry
because they are related to the great importance that this
class attached to their horses as an expression of their
wealth and status. On horseback, the rider looked down upon
those around him and commanded respect from those who looked
up at him. The great planters also used horse racing,
gambling, and the social rituals associated with these
contests to increase their wealth at the same time that
these activities helped them to enforce their dominant
position in society.7 Joseph Sr. owned four books on the
care of horses:
Bartlett, John. _The Gentleman's Farrierv: Or, 2
T £ U the Art of F :

e .-
Gibson. WIilitan ) “ihe Farrier's New Guide.
With the exception of Farrier's Dictionary, the existence of
these titles is known only from the estate inventory of
Joseph Sr., and therefore it cannot be determined if the
volumes by Bartlett, Bracken, and Gibson‘had been owned by
other family members and used as symbols of a wish to
become accepted as part of the gentry class. From estate

inventories one learns that William Sr. had five horses, a

cart and harness, and a chariot and two harnesses, and that
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his wife Mary owned a side saddle.® Robert Prentis had five
horses and eight wheels in 1783, and Joseph Sr. had two
horses in the same year.9 It appears that the volumes on
farriery served a practical function for the Prentises, but,
unfortunately, this information does not allow one to state
with authority whether they hoped or tried to make a social
statement through these volumes and their horses.

The books that fall into the Education category are
concerned with language, arithmetic, and general plans of
instruction. Works on grammar and language, along with
dictionaries, were commonly found in eighteenth-century
librariés,10 including the Prentises'. Two Latin grammar
books, an English-Latin dictionary, and a Greek-English
lexicon are evidence that family members received the
grammatical instruction that would have allowed them to read

ancient Greek and Latin. Two additional works -- Abel

Boyer, Boyer's Royal Dictionary Abridged in Two Parts, I,
French and English. II. English and French, and Ernst
Zeydelaar, Grammaire geénérale raisonéde Hollandoise --
show the family's curiosity about foreign languages.
English grammar, spelling, the improvement of reading and
speaking habits, and the acquisition of new languages are

the subjects of twelve books:
[Campbell, Archibald.] Lexiphones, a Dialogue,

. . .

%g;La%gdEI;Qm_Ln2%??L_a?dTﬁnELg?_Lg_f?ﬁ_ﬁxs?gnf

Tongue to Its Ancient Purity
Clarke, John. The Rational Spelling Book.
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Dufief, Nicholas Gouin. Nature Displayed, in Her Mode

of Teaching Language to Man
Enfield, William. The Speaker.... With a View to
Facilitate the I t of Youth in Readi 3
Hazen, Edward. @&_Practical Grammar of the English
Johnson, Samuel. A Dictionary of the English Lang-
Johnson, Samuel. Johnson's Dictionary of the English

Language in Mipniature
Murray, Lindley. English Exercises, Adapted to
Murray's English Grammar

Murray, Lindley. BEnglish Grammar. 2 Copies.
Walker, John. Q& Critical Pronouncing Dictionary and
Expositor of the English Language. 2 copies,

Five of these titles -- Clarke, Hazen, one copy of Johnson's
dictionary, and Murray's exercises -- were owned by women.
Only three of the above works -- Campbell, Enfield, and one
copy of Murray' grammar —-- are known to have been owned by
men.

Although men and women owned volumes that outlined
systems of education, a difference can be seen in the type
of education advocated for each sex. On the whole, the
inscriptions and bookplates of the Prentis women are found
in the books that lay out a general plan of education
intended to provide instruction in polite learning and
genteel behavior, as well as an introduction to academic
subjects such as reading, writing, and English grammar. But
as one can see from the following group of titles, there is

an exception:

[Cbeste{field, Phi;ip Dormer Stanhope, 4th Earl of.]

Principles of Politeness and of Knowing the World
[Dodsley, Robert.] The Preceptor: Containing a
General Course of Education



Fraser, Donald. The Columbia Monitor: Being a
More, Hannah. Strictures on the Modern System of
Female Education.
Fraser's guide was intended to provide "useful knowledge” to
its readers. Although the title does not include a phrase
such as "written for women," the subtitle and chapter
headings indicate that Fraser did write with women in mind.
The phrases, "Being a Pleasant and Easy Guide," "Religious
Dialogues,"™ "A Short and Easy Introduction to English

nll show

Grammar," and "Entertaining and Moral Dialogues,
that the work was designed to be not too difficult for women
and that it would include instruction in matters in which a
woman was expected to be knowledgeable. The course of
education proposed in Dodsley's The Preceptor contrasts with

that in The Columbia Monitor in that its purpose was to

*try the genius" and advance the instruction of youth in
such subjects as arithmetic, logic, architecture, natural

12 Inscriptions show

history, law, government, and commerce.
that Joseph Sr. acquired the two volumes by Dodsley in
1770 and gave them to his daughter Eliza in 1805. The facts
that Eliza received Dodsley's work from her father and that
he allowed her to return to her schoolmaster for additional
instruction (see Chapter I) suggest that Joseph Sr. be-

lieved women capable of being educated in areas other than

those -- embroidery, genteel behavior, and basic English



58
grammar -- in which Virginia women customarily received
instruction.

The educational works owned by men provided them with

knowledge of arithmetic:

Euclid. The Elements of PFuclid.
Fenning, Daniel. The British Youth's Instructor, Or, a

New and Fasy Guide to Practical Arithmetic
Fisher, Geolrge]l. Arithmetick in the Plainest and
Most C . Methods Hitl E |
Fletcher, Thomas, trans. &arithmetick Made So Easy.
Watts. Isaac. Logickz Or, the Right Use of Reason.

2 copies.

Wingate, Edmund. A _Plain and Familiar Method for
A.tmmng_th.e_xnm.e.dg_e_and_mm;gg_ai_&nmmnn

It is not surprising to find books about arithmetic "Ap-
prov'd of, by the Most Eminent Accomptants” (Fisher), that
promised to acquaint a person "with Every Thing Necessary to
the Knowledge of Business"™ (Fenning) among the works owned
by the Prentises,13 but it is surprising that, with the
exception of Wingate's volume, these works were owned by
Joseph Sr. and Joseph Jr., not the men who managed the
store. Perhaps William Sr. did not rely upon textbooks
when he instructed his sons John and William Jr. and his
nephew Robert in the operation of the family business. One
would also expect one of the Prentises associated with the

store to have been the owner of Daniel Defoe's The Complete
English Tradesman a volume that praised the mer-

chant's trade and way of life. This work was listed on the

estate inventory of Joseph Sr.
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The works on Government and Law fall into two groups:
practical legal works and political philosophy. Three
members of the family -- Joseph Sr., Joseph Jr., and Joseph
Jr.'s son Peter -- were lawyers. The Prentis library
contains nine works that these men could have studied while
they were preparing for their legal careers:

Cicero. Tully's Three Books of Offices.

Croke, Sir George. The First Part [Through Last
Publish't]l of the Reports of Sr. George Croke
Kt. Laf 0 f the Justi f the C : f King'
Bench.

[England. Court of Chancery.l] A_General Abridgment
£ C {n Equityv.

[Virginia. Convention 1788.] Debates and Other

[Virginia. Court of Appeals.] Reports of Cases
Decided

[Virginia. General Assembly.] The Acts of Assembly.
[Virginia. General Convention.] Journal, Acts, and

Unidentified vélume on British law.
While these volumes provided an introduction to law, and a
knowledge of cases that could be cited as precedents, the
events leading to the Revolution supplied a thorough
education in law and political theory to the Prentises,
especially Joseph Sr., who was studying law during the years
prior to the Revolution. They were exposed to debates and
arguments in newspapers and pamphlets on the tyranny of
Great Britain, the rights of the colonies, and the issue of
independence. Although the Non-Importation Associations
proved harmful to the store, the Prentises, with the except-
ion of Robert, believed that the colonies should be indepen-

dent. In addition, several volumes show that the family was
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interested in the development of the federal government

and in national politics:

Letters between Joseph Sr. and Joseph Jr. also reveal
their interest in their country and its future. The
deteriorating relationship between Great Britain and the
United States during the first years of the nineteenth
century was for them a subject of great concern. While both
men hoped that the differences could be settled peacefully,
they would stand behind their country if the result were
war. Joseph Sr. wrote in 1807, "I had hoped to never to
have witnessed again the alarms of War with its dreadful
Evils, but to have enjoyed in the remnant of my days peace
and tranquilityl.] But if it must be so, my Services and
even my Life shall be offered to my Country."l4 Joseph
Jr. expressed similar sentiments in 1809 when he asked,
"What think you of the present political aspect? g[l]oomy
indeed are our prospects, yet in times like these, the man
is unworthy of the American character who will not cheerful
[torn] submit, and bear up with present privations for his
Country's good.... I must apply to the President, for a

commission, and go into Service. So satisfied am I that
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there will be war, and that applications will be numerous,
I may be prevented from getting in command. "13
The Prentises owned six works concerned with political
philosophy:
Becca;ia, Cesarg Bonesana, marchese di. An Essay on

Crimes and Punishments.
Mandeville, Bernard. Fable of the Bees: Or, Private

]

Vices, Public Bepefits

Raynal, Abbé. The Revolution of America.

Sidney, Algernon. Discourses Concerning Government. 2
copies.

Volney, Count Frangcois de. The Ruins, Or, a Survey of
be Revoluti ¢ Emoi

David Lundberg and Henry F. May see Beccaria, Raynal, and
Volney as spokesmen for the "radical Enlightenment" who
"looked for a sweeping and fundamental change in institu-
tions, on the basis of a new and radical conception of human
nature."16 Beccaria believed that "every authority of one
man, or a body of men, over another for which there was no
absolute necessity, was tyrannical.'17 Raynal stated that
it was necessary for America "to eschew luxury and com-
merce," and "remove from her constitutions the archaic
remnants of English checks and balances,® in order to
"maintain the innocence and virtue associated with the early
Roman republic."18 Volney's work conveys a "philosophic
view of the causes of the ruin of empires.®” His "thesis is
that the basic disaster is the abandonment of natural
religion."19 Volney, "a deist, "held the perfectibility of
man"™ as his "central tenet. This great truth ... had been

hidden from mankind by the sinister alliance of priests and
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kings, whose chief reliance had always been the absurd
doctrine of original sin."20 Mandeville believed that
private vices produced public benefits, but, as Gordon
S. Wood has pointed out, "while some men of the eighteenth
century could see public virtue arising out of the individual's

pride and need for approbation, few endorsed Mandeville's
paradoxical view."?l Mandeville also falls into the category
of the English deists "who took part in the celebrated
polemical argument with Christianity in the early part of
the century."22 The set of "Commonwealth and Radical Whigs"
is represented by Sidney, the most popular of the seven-
teenth-century Commonwealth writers,?3 for whom the ideal
society was characterized by the greatest diffusion of
liberty, with "the power held by the people.'24 Joseph
Sr. also read political essays and pamphlets in The American

M . Or R ¢ of Ancient 1 Mod Pugiti
Pieces, &c. Prose and Poetical and The American Museum, Or,

- - - ¢

compiled and printed by Mathew Carey. Carey reprinted

Thomas Paine's Common Sense in its entirety, along with
other lengthy political works of republican tenor.25

Although these works on political philosophy and theory
from the Enlightenment differ in tone and in the extent to
which they advocated change, an eighteenth-century reader

such as Joseph Sr. could find in each of them support for
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the colonies' contention that they should be independent of
Great Britain. It is interesting that a merchant family
owned Mandeville's work with its capitalistic overtones.
They also owned two volumes -- Mandeville and Volney -- that
expressed deistical views and attacked conventional mora-
lity, and this is unusual because, as will be seen below,
religion and morality were important to the family.

The works on law, government, and political theory in
the Prentis collection reflect the fact that Joseph Sr. and
Joseph Jr. believed that the colonies had been justified in
rejecting Great Britain's authority. Family letters and the
volumes[owned by Joseph Jr. do not reflect any shift from
his father's interest in and support of the federal govern-
ment. The absence of works by political theorists such as
Locke, Montesgquieu, Machiavelli, Hobbes, and others whose
writings were consulted by Americans for political and legal
guidance should be noted. Other titles one could expect to
find in a Virginia lawyer's library, (but are not a part of
the Prentis collection) are

Dalton, [ .] Justice of the Peace.

Keeble, [ .] Country Justice.

Mercer, John. QAbridgement of All the Public Acts of

Assembly.

Webb, George. The Office and Authority of a Justice of

the Peace

These works were printed in Virginia and commonly found in

26 Finally, it should be noted that law,

private libraries.
government, and political theory were looked upon as

subjects with which only the men in the Prentis family
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needed to be concerned; not one of these volumes contains
any indication of ownership by a woman.

The Prentises' interest in philosophy extended to works
on moral philosophy and practice:
[Allestree, Richard.] The Whole Duty of Man. 2

copies.

Beattie, James. &n Essay on the Nature and Immutabi-

lity of Truth.
- Dodd, William. Sermons to Young Men. 2 copies.
[Dodsley, Robert.] The Economy of Human Life.
[Duché, Jacob.] Observations on a Variety of Subjects,
Fordyce, David. The Elements of Moral Philosophy.

Fordyce, James. Sermons to Young Women.
Paley, William. The Principles of Moral and Political
Philosophy

- ® - - 3
The Portrait of Life, Or the Various Effects of Virtue 1 Vi Deli 3
Stretch, L.M. The Beauties of History: Or, Pictures of
Virt 1 Vi D : Real Life.
Warner, Ferdo. A System of Divinity and Morality.

Beattie's work was written "as an answer to Hume and to the
all-too-ready acceptance that his works were receiving by
those who should have been more attentive to the destruction
of Christianity that Beattie saw as the major purpose of
Hume's writings.'27 Dodsley's The Economy of Human Life "is
composed of precepts, maxims, and aphorisms arranged under
many heads.... The sayings seem to be more or less imita-
tions of those in the wisdom literature of the 0ld Testa-
ment, and the compendium doubtless gained in authority
from its resemblance to the Book of Proverbs."28 Dpodd's
Sermons and Fordyce's Sermons laid out guidelines for proper

conduct and emphasized the importance of virtue.
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It is interesting that the Prentis men owned more
volumes on morality and conduct than the women. This is
unusual because instruction in moral practice, as in
religion, was usually viewed as woman's work. Although
his wife's sister, Susan Bowdoin, moved to Williamsburg to
help raise his children after he became a widower, it
appears that Joseph Sr. fe;t it his duty to instruct his
children in morality, and he often used letters as a means
of instilling values. In 1805 he wrote Joseph Jr., "yet in
point of honesty, integrity, and veracity, and other virtues
that adorn the human character, you were inferior to none.
These are the jewels my Jos of inestimable price that will
ever adorn your station in Life, and I trust in God, no

w29

circumstances will induce you to relinquish them. In his

will Joseph Sr. discussed virtue and how he had raised his

children:

my children have all of them been educated
in virtuous habits, and it has been more an
object with me to instil[l] into their minds
a proper sense of their duty towards their
god, and towards man, than to acquire wealth
for their disposal. The one is a never
failing source of delight, the other
fleeting and transitory.... BHold fast those
virtuous principles already inculcated on
your hearts; nor suffer the least deviation
from the principles of Integrity and
honesty. Recur to the many letters you have
received from me, replete with advice
calculategoto,make you men of honesty and
integrity.

A letter from 1806 is evidence of the success of Joseph

Sr.'s teachings. Joseph Jr. wrote his father that
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I am at this time poor, but thank God have
good health, industry, and a contented and
willing mind -- with these ingredients, and
the correct principles of right and wrong
inculcated upon my early mind, by yourself.
«e.ohis Advice and Admonitions to his child
shall never be obliterated, and his every
action thr'o life, shall be governed by
those principles of morality and good
conduct wgﬁ?h are the result of a virtuous
education.

The Prentises, like other Virginians, did not 1lo0ok to
philosophers for guidance in matters concerning morality.32

Instead, they received instruction in this area from volumes

such as Allestree's The Whole Duty of Man and Fordyce's
Sermons to Young Women, letters, and examples of family

!

members.

Smart stated that the Bible "was of course by far the
most popular single book in the Colonies, and probably the
most influential. 1In Virginia it is the one book everyone
owned.... Associated with the Bible in most libraries are a
series of commentaries, concordances, and devotional works,
which next to the great work itself were the most popular
books in all Colonial Virginia."™ He also found that it was
"difficult to infer any religious orthodoxy" or any "particular pre-
dominance of Church of England divinity" from the libraries that he
studied.>® While the Prentis library illustrates Smart's statement
about the popularity and variety of religious works in Virginia, it
also provides evidence that’is contrary to his assessment of the influ-

emxaofcﬂmrdnteaﬂﬁng. A large part of the Prentises' volumes on
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religious subjects are Bibles and works associated with the Bible,
the established church of colonial Virginia, and its successor, the

Protestant Episcopal Church. These titles include

[Allestree, Richard.] The Whole Duty of Man: Laid

copies.

The Holy Bible, Containing the 0l1d and New Testaments.

The Christian's New and Complete Family Bible. 2
copies.

The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The Holy Bible, Containing the 0ld and New Testaments.

The Book of Common Prayer, According to the Use of the
'"Church of England.

The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the
Church, According to the Use of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 8
copies.

Bryant, Jacob. A Treatise Upon the Authority of the

Scriptures.

Burkitt, William. Expository Notes, with Practical
Observations on the New Testament.

Hymns of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States of America. 2 copies.

Jameson, Robert. A Critical and Practical Exposition

Journal of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the Diocese of Virginia.

Lewis, John. The Church Catechism Fxplained.
Nelson, Robert. A _ Companion for the Festivals and

Fasts of the Church of Enaland
Wilmer, William. The Episcopal Manual, Being Intended

11 W bi f the Protest Epi 1
Church.

The Book of Common Prayer had influenced those who read or

heard its words since the sixteenth century, when church
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services based on this work "had been given their vernacular
shape,” and it

expressed strongly an ethos of English

Christian gentility. The appointed set of

words, read in the midst of a community

ranged in order of precedence, continuously

evoked postures of deference and submis-

sion. Liturgy and church plan thus readily

combined to offer a powerful represgntagion

of a structured, hierarchical community.
Rhys Isaac found that church services in colonial Virginia
also served to represent a structured, hierarchical commun-
ity dominated by the gentry to a greater extent than they
served to inculcate piety and religious teachings . 35 rhis
echoes a statement by Wesley M. Gewehr in The Great Awaken-—
ing ip Virgipnia, 1740 - 1790: "It is generally admitted
that the Virginia Establishment, as a spiritual factor in
the life of the colony in the eighteenth century, was a
failure. For one thing, it contented itself with serving
only one social group, namely the planter class. Even with
them it had 1little influence in a spiritual way, and they
had little respect for either the Sabbath or the Church."3%
The religious revival, led by the Baptists and later by
the Methodists, challenged the gentry-dominated church and
society, and "the popular style and appeal of the Baptist
church found its most powerful and visible expression in the
richness of its rituals, again a total contrast to the
Prayer Book reading of the colonial Church of England."37

During the years of religious upheaval and transfor-

mation in Virginia, the Prentises were not attracted to the
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Baptists or any other evangelical sect. The fact that
three generations of Prentis men and women continued to buy
and annotate works associated with the established church
during the colonial period and with the Episcopal church in
later years is evidence that the Bible, the Book of Common
Prayer, and related works provided spiritual guidance to the
Prentises. Three titles in the collection are related to

other religious groups:

Clarkson, Thomas. & _Portraiture of Quakerism.

Sale, George, trans. The Koran, Commonly Called the
Alcoran of Mohammed.

Wesley, John. Explanatory Notes Upon the New Test-
ament.

It is not known if these volumes belonged to the Prentises
or the Webbs because they do not contain any indication of
ownership. The entry "Christian's Duty" on the inventory of
Joseph Sr.'s estate could refer to three different works,

and one of these works was written by the Baptists:

If Joseph Sr. owned the copy of The Christian's Duty by the

Fraternity of Baptists, it would have been the only volume

associated with an evangelical sect that the Prentises
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definitely owned. 1In view of this information, it is
possible that Eliza's disapproval of evangelical religion
was shared by her family members. She revealed her feelings
in a letter to her brother Joseph Jr.:

I suppose you have heard of the unfortunate
situation of poor Seymour Charlton -- He is
a compleat Maniac -- It is supposed that
religious enthusiasm has reduced him to this
state. Not satisfied, with that light which
Providence had suffered to shine upon him,
he was striving to see farther into futurity
than mortals are allowed to penetrate, until
his rsigon fell a sacrifice to his enthu-
siasm.

Collections of sermons were found in libraries owned by
members of all social classes;3? they composed a little more
than one-eighth of the Prentises' religious works:

[Ambrose, Isaac.] Unidentified volume of sermons.
Blair, Bugh. Sermons. 2 copies.
Henry, D. i

Subjects.
Langhorne, John. Sermons Preached Before the Honour—
- ry—

Langhorne, William. Sermons on Practlcal Subjects.

Mead, Matthew. The Almost Christian Discovered..a..
Being the Substance of ngeg Sexrmons,

Parker, William.

Subjects.
Sherlock, Thomas. Several Discourses Preached at the

Temple Church.

Tillotson, John. The Works of the Most Reverend
Dr. John Tillotson. 2 copies.

Watts, Isaac. Nine Sermons, Preached in the Years
1718-1719

Both Davis and Smart have noted the great popularity of
Tillotson's sermons in Virginia.4° Tillotson intended "to
show the unreasonableness of atheism, the usefulness of
religion to man, the excellence of the Christian religion,

and the need for man to practice this 'Holy Religion.'"41
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Henry abridged Tillotson's writings in his sermons -- an
example of the great popularity and influence of the
archbishop. Blair belonged to the Scottish Common Sense
school of thought that was used by conservative Americans

"as a defense of the reliability of moral and rational

judgment against Human skeptici,sm."42

Devotional, evangelical, and pietistic works make up
a large number of the Prentises' religious works:

Allein, Joseph. &n Alarm to Unconverted Sinners.
Baxter, Richard. A _Call to the Unconverted.

Bunyan, John. PRilgrim's Progress. _

Dodd, William. J[Comfort for thel Afflicted Under

Every Distress
‘Dodd, William. Reflections on Death.
Dodd, William. Thoughts in Prison: In Five Parts,
! ] I ™ . g R Publi

Punishment, the Trial, Futurity
Flavel, John. & Saint Indeed, Or, the Great Work of a
Christian.
Gessner, Salomon. The Death of Abel.
Graham, Isabella. The Power of Faith.
Hervey, James. Meditations and Comtemplations.
Jay, William. Prayers for the Use of Families.
Mead, William. Family Prayers.
More, Hannah. Christian Morals.
Pike, John Gregory. Persuasiveness to Early Piety.
Pike, S. and S. Hayward. Religious Cases of Conscience. Answered
in an Evangelical Manner. B 7 o
Sherlock, William. A Practical Discourse Concerning Death.
[Steele, Sir Richard.] The Christian Hero. )
Taylor, Jeremy. The Rule and Exercise of Holy Living. 2 copies.
[Young, Edward.] The Complaint: Or, Night Thoughts on Life,
Death, and Immortality.

In addition to telling the story of Cain and Abel, Gessner's
work expressed “all the new Arminian emphasis of mid-century
Protestantism: the benevolent image of God, the benign

character of death, and the complexity of moral account-
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ability."43 Since Baxter was an eminent Puritan divine,
one might not expect to find A_Call to the Unconverted in
the Prentis library. However, he was not a wholly orthodox
Puritan but was influenced by Arminianism and latitudina-
rianism. Baxter's Call emphasized good works, moral
behavior, and proving one's worth in practical ways,44 and
it is related to several other titles owned by the family:
those on moral practice and Gessner's volume. Flavel and
Hervey were the most popular writers of devotional litera-
ture during the colonial period. Flavel had a large
audience in America well into the nineteenth century, and he
won his great popularity by relating theology to everyday
life.4> Mead took some of his prayers from the Book of
Common Prayer, and in view of the importance that the
Prentises attached to this work it is not surprising that
they owned Mead's volume. More was a conservative Christian
apologist whose works were widely read in the last quarter
of the eighteenth century, during the radical, skeptical

phase of the Enlightenment, and on into the nineteenth

century.46

Several titles can be classified as works intended
to prove the existence of God and the authority of Chris-

tianity:

Bicknell, William I. The Natural History of the

Sacred Scriptures .
Derham, William. PRhysico-Theology, Or a Demonstration
Farmer, Hugh. A Dissertation on Miracles.

Keith, Alexander. The Evidence of Prophecy.
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Paley, William. A View of the Fvidences of Christian-—

Ray}L%;hn. _The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works

Weggagéﬁﬁgggé. Observations on the History and
Bicknell's and Ray's volumes look at the Bible and creation,
respectively, in view of natural history and science.
Lundberg and May call Paley one of the few devotional
writers and Christian apologists whose writings served as a
source of control and limitation on radical Enlightenment
thought.47 Derham used his writings, as did Young in The
Complaint, to attack deism.48 The volumes by Bicknell,
Derham, and Ray can be classified as natural theology
because they drew upon natural history to prove the exist-
ence and authority of God. The Prentises also owned several
works on natural history, as will be seen below.

The number of works in this category is evidence of
the importance that the Prentises attached to religion.
The majority of the religious titles in the collection show
that the Prentises, unlike many of the Virginia gentry,
found spiritual and religious guidance in the teachings of
the Anglican and, later, the Episcopal churches. Their
books reflect their conservative approach to religion:
Derham and Young attacked deism; More and Paley served as a
contrast to the radical thought of the Enlightenment; and
Blair defended moral and rational thought. This conser-

vative, traditional tone of their religious works is

quite different from that of their works on political
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philosophy, which supported the colonists' rejection of
Great ‘Britain's rule.

Religion was one area in which the women of this family
had considerable interest and influence. Indications of
ownership by three generations of women —-- Mary Prentis,
Margaret Prentis, Susan Bowdoin, Susan Riddick Prentis,
Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard, and Mary Ann Prentis Chamber-
lain -- are found in thirty-four religious volumes. Of the
twelve titles that Susan Bowdoin, Susan Riddick Prentis, and
Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard gave as presents, eleven are
in this category. While Joseph Sr. instructed his children
in moraiity and conduct, Susan Bowdoin provided Joseph Jr.,
John, Eliza, and Mary Ann religious instruction. She
accomplished this through church attendance, books, and
letters. While religious instruction fell to the women, it
should be noted that men also owned a number of religious
works.

A great interest in natural history developed during
the Enlightenment. Scientists of the Age of Reason such as
Halley and Newton showed that it was possible to predict
when events in nature would occur. This predictability was
seen as proof that nature could be understood and managed by
man. Instruments such as telescopes and microscopes enabled
men to observe nature and perform experiments. Scientists

exchanged their results, ideas, and questions through
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letters, pamphlets, and books. The Prentises' interest in

natural history is shown by the following titles:

Bicknell, William I. The Natural History of the
Sﬂm—mt—um‘ ®

Goldsmith, Oliver. History of the Earth and Animated
Nature. 2 copies.

Leadbetter, Charles. Uranoscopia: Or, The Comtemp-—

lations of the Heavens .
[Pluché, Noél Antoine.] Spectacle de la nature. 3
copies.

Ray, John. The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works
of Creation

Smellie, William. The Philosophy of Natural History.
Smith, Thomas. The Wonders of Nature and Art.

Goldsmith used Linnaeus and Buffon as models, and as a
result his work lies between "the enormous popularity of
Buffon on the one hand and the serious scientific attitude
of Linnaeus on the other.... [He] knew how to appeal to the
taste of a broad cross-section of the populace."s7 It
appears that the Prentises enjoyed Goldsmith's History of
the Earth: they owned two cqpies of the work, and Joseph
Sr. was listed as a subscriber to the 1795 Philadelphia
edition. Since only one of the titles in this category
has an indication of ownership by a woman —-- Eliza received
Smith's work from her father -- it seems that the women of
the Prentis family were not particularly interested in this
subject. Only the work by Leadbetter provided the reader
with tables and charts that would enable him to perform
experiments similar to those outlined in his text; the
remaining books convey information about the work and

discoveries of others. The closest objects to scientific
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instruments owned by the Prentises were a clock and a
thermometer.50 In view of the above books and the Pren-
tises' "scientific instruments," it appears that they had a
reflective rather than an active interest in natural
history.

Joseph F. Kett and Patricia A. McClung see the "wide-
spread interest in history®” among Virginians as being
*part of a broader fascination with empirical knowledge.'5l
The Prentises owned a wide variety of historical works
ranging in subject from ancient Greece and Rome to modern
Europe and the United States. Their works on ancient
history were written by Roman authors as well as eighteenth-
century scholars:

[Eutropius, Flavius.] Eutroppii breviarium historiae

Romanae.

Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of

Gillies, John. The History of Ancient Greece.

[Goldsmith, Oliver.] Dr. Goldsmith's History of

Greece.
Josephus, Flavius. The Genuine Works of Flavius
Livy. T. Livii Patavini historiarum.

Plutarch. Plutarch's Lives.
Rollin, [Charles.] The Ancient History. 2 copies.

An Universal History. 2 copies.

The first volume of Gibbon appeared in 1776 and was im-
mediately popular in America in spite of his Toryism.
Gibbon “argued that €hristianity with its superstitious
rituals and supernatural mythos destroyed the critical
philosophical spirit of classical and pagan thought and thus

'*secured the victory of infantile credulity over ancient
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philosophers.' This superstitious spirit brought in by
Christianity weakened the empire and was, finally the remote
cause of its fall."®2 Because of this condemnation of
Christianity, one would not expect to find Gibbon's work
among the Prentis books, since Christianity played an
influential role in their lives. Rollin, a "Commonwealth
and Radical Whig," inculcated "the moralistic and Protestant
view of antiquity which forms part of the radical Whig
theory of History."53 He "saw in the rise and fall of all
these [ancient] empires the same revolutionary alteration of
national virtue and corrupting luxury."54 The reason for
Rollin'é continued popularity in America can be seen in the
fact that his history "seemed to preach that the republican
cycle in America must be continued or all would be lost.">
The Prentises owned the first twenty volumes of the sixty-
five volume work, An _Universal History, and these volumes
were concerned with the ancient world. Plutarch's work,
which was read for instruction in morality and history
during the seventeenth century, provided lessons in liberty
and republicanism for its eighteenth- and early nineteenth-

century readers.56

Several volumes are concerned with the history of

England and Europe:

Allen, Benjamin. History of the Reformationm. 2
copies.

Harring, Harro. Poland Under the Dominion of Russia.

[Johnson, Samuel.] A History and Defence of Magna
Carta.

Macauly, Thomas Babington. The Historyv of England.
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Raleigh, Walter. A New History of England.
Russell, William. The History of Modern Europe.

Joseph Sr.'s interest in European history is reflected in
the fact that he was listed as a subscriber to the five-
volume set by Russell; and volume I contains the inscrip-
tion: "Feby 21st 1803 Received of Judge Prentis the
subscription money for this work A Small." Perhaps the
volume on the Magna Carta was thought-provoking reading for
the Prentises in the years before the Revolution. Allen's

work on the Reformation was an abridgement of Bishop Gilbert

Burnet's History of the Reformation of the Church of

England, a work that conveyed "liberal Whiggish interpreta-

tions of British history which were popular in the south

through the eighteenth century.“65

Works on American history composed a larger portion of
the Prentis library than those on ancient and European
history. The volumes on American history cover the years
from the establishment of the British colonies to the 1830

census:

Botta, Charles. History of the War of Independence.
Bozman, John Leeds. A_Sketch of the History of

Grimshaw, William. History of the United States.

[Horsmanden, Daniel.] sJournal of the Proceedings in

Lilly, Lambert. The Early History of the Southern
State.

[O'Connor, Thomas.] &n Impartial and Correct History
of the War Between the United States of America and

Raynal, Abbé. The Revolution of America.

Robertson, William. The History of America. 2 copies.

The History of North and South

Snowden, Richard.
America.
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Volney, Count Frangois de. The Ruins, Or, a Survey of
Luti f Emoi
[Wein, Paul.] & Concise Historical Account of All the

Commercial and Philosophical View of the United
States.
Because of the Prentises' interest in the development of the
United States, it is not surprising to find histories of the
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 in the collection.
The volumes by Snowden, Wein, Winterbotham, and Grimshaw
trace the establishment and progress of the United States.
Robertson's works first appeared in America on the eve of
the Revolution. He "shared Bolingbroke's conviction that
enlighténed historians had a special responsibility to
inquire into the origins of the political system prevailing
in polished nations."™ His History of America does not fully
examine the history of the British colonies because he
believed that a new order was bound to arise from the
conflict between Britain and her colonies, and he could not
write his history until the form of the new order became
clearly visible.J8
As works on history were considered useful in providing
information about past events, so were biographies in
conveying profiles of the lives of important men.%9 Sseveral
biographies and collections of letters focus on leading
figures of the Revolution:
Cheetham, James. The Life of Thomas Paine.

Jefferson, Thomas. Memoir, Correspondence, and
Mi llanies.



Lee, Charles. Memoirs of the Life of the Late Charles

lLee, Esd. )
[Parley, Peter.] The Life of George Washington.
Sanderson, John. Biography of the Signers to the

Declaration of Independence
Waln, Robert Jr. The Life of the Marquis de Lafayette.
Washington, George. Epistles Domestic, Confidential,
1 Official f . Washi

These volumes, in addition to those on political theory and
history discussed above, show that the Prentises continued
to be interested in figures and events associated with the
Revolution well into the nineteenth century.
Another interesting group of biographies treats women
who were involved in a variety of activities:
Graham, Isabella. Power of Faith: Exemplified ip the
Haywm
[MOWW. Letters of the Right
Honourable Lady M--y W-—y M--e.
Montague, Mary Wortley. The Works of the Right
Honourable Lady Mary Wortley Montague

With the exception of one copy of Montague's works (purchas-
ed by Joseph Jr. in Suffolk in 1807), these volumes would
have been in the Prentis home during the years when Joseph
Sr.'s daughters Eliza and Mary Ann were growing up. They
provided examples of women whose actions had not been
restricted to those traditionally associated with their sex,
and, in the case of Graham, Grant, and Montague, women who
had written about their activities and daily lives.
Montague is the best known of these women; through her

letters to fictitious correspondents she described the dress
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of Turkish women, the food they ate, and their system

of household economy.60

Virginians' curiosity about other lands is reflected
in their books on travel and geography.61 The Prentises
were no exception, and their 1library contained accounts of

travels dating from the time of ancient Greece to the

nineteenth century:

Anacharsis. 1Travels of Anacharsis the Younger in
Greece. 2 copies.
Carver, Jonathan. Three Years Travels Through the

Chastellux, Frangois Jean, marquis de. Travels in

Fowler, George. The Wandering Philanthropist. 2
copies.

Gass, Patrick. Journal of the Voyages and Travels of a
- £ D Under the C 1 of Capt. Lewi
and Capt. Clarke.

Juan, George and Antonio de Ulloa. Yoyage to South
America.

Ramsay, The Chevalier [Andrew Michael.] The Travels of

The American works in the group are of particular interest.
Carver's volume describes his journey westward to present-
day Minnesota during 1766 - 1768; with accounts of the
terrain, and wild life, and customs and habits of Indian
tribes. A member of Washington's staff during the Revolu-

tion, Chastellux recounted ‘his travels through the American

states in 1780 to 1782. Fowler's The Wandering Philanthro-

—

dence in the United States contains perceptive remarks about

the United States during the early national period. It
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comments unfavorably on the extremes of partisan spirit as
it points out the advantages of the developing two-party
system; attacks the brutal treatment of North American
Indians by whites; celebrates the opportunities for work and
for the improvement of one's status in the new country; and
criticizes southern slaveholders for failing to understand
the contradiction between their upholding of natural rights
and their ownership and mistreatment of other human be-
ings.62 Gass's account of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
would have greatly increased the Prentises' knowledge of
their country. These five works reflect a continuing
interest on the part of male members of the family in the
development and expansion of the United States, and are
further evidence of their nationalism.

Like the works on travel, those on geography cover a
number of countries, with emphasis on the United States.
Maps of the ancient and modern world can be found in

. A
Crutwell, Clement. Atlas [to Crutwell's Gazeteer,]
Crutwell, Clement. The New Universal Gazetteer.
Gutherie, William. Atlas.

Gutherie, William. An Improved System of Modern

Geography. 2 copies.
Morse, Jedidiah and Sidney Edwards. & New System of

Geography, Ancient and Modern
Paterson, Daniel. The Traveling Dictiopary.
Pinkerton, John. Modern Geography.
The Universal Gazetteer.
Daniel Paterson's The Traveling Dictionary and The Complete
Gazeteer of England and Wales were bought by Joseph Sr. in

May 1775 in London. It is likely that these works served as
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guide books during his stay in England. Unfortunately,
it is not known why he made this trip -— a point of interest
because in December of the same year, 1775, Prentis was a
member of the Virginia Convention that served as the
legislative body for the Virginia government.

Six works treat the geography of North America and the

United States:

Arrowsmith, Aaron. & _New and Elegant General Atlas,
C At 211 the HNew Di p to the ] |

[Iddings, James.] The Monitor's Instructor, Or a
System of Practical Geography, of the United States
of America.

Imlay, George [Gilbert.] & _Topographical Description

Mart_in, Joseph. A_New and Comprehensive Gazetteer of

Morse, Jedidiah. Geography Made Easy: Being An
Abridgement of the American Geography. 2 copies.

Imlay's volume is in the form of letters between correspon-
dents in Kentucky and in England. His purpose was to
contrast "the simple manners, and rational life of Ameri-
cans, in these back settlements, with the distorted and
unnatural habits of the Europeans.'63 Morse's Geography
Made Easy, was the leading textbook on American geography
until about 1830.64 This volume was "calculated early to
impress the minds of American youth .with the idea of the
superior importance of their own country.“55 Only one work,
A New and Comprehensive GCazetteer of Virginia, deals
exclusively with Virginia. Davis has commented that the
volumes on geography and travel indicated the curiosity

that Virginians had not only about other countries but also
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about foreigners' views about Virginia. It appears that

the Prentises took an interest in both.

Virginians of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
valued classical literature highly. Louis B. Wright has
found that

the Virginia ruling class looked to the past
for guidance and believed that civilizing
influences were to be learned from the
wisdom of the ancients.... From early in
the eighteenth century onward, the precent-
age of classical works in Virginia libraries
increased.... As the ruling class in the
eighteenth century gathered about themselves
the trappings of civilization and polite
culture, libraries, like other luxuries,
increased. And in these libraries, the
classics had an important place....
Gentlemen were expected to have familiarity
'with the literature of Greece and Rome, and
they gathered in their libraries collections
of tmﬁ standard works of the ancient
world.

The Prentises owned fourteen classical works, only two of

which -- Eut i} C histori R and T. Livii
Patavini historiarum -- are in the original language even
though family members owned grammars and dictionaries that
would have helped them to read Latin. They owned the

following translations:

Anacharsis. The Travels of Anacharsis. 2 copies.

Anacreon. Qdes of Anacreon.

Bridges, Thomas. @& Burlesque Translation of Homer.

Cicero. Tully's Three Books of Offices.

Cordier, Mathurin. Corderii colloguiorum centuria
selecta.

Euclid. The Elements of Eucligd.

Ovid. Epistles.

Phaedrus. Phaedri fabulae.

Plutarch. Plutarch's Lives. 2 copies.

Sophocles. The Tragedies of Sophocles.
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These volumes contain no indication of ownership by the
Prentis women. Classical learning was associated with men
of the gentry class, and not with women, during the eigh-

68 If the Prentises

teenth and early nineteenth centuries.
had wanted to use learning and education as indicators of
their social standing, they would have needed more classical
volumes in their collection. One would expect to find works
of the Greek and Roman authors who were looked to for
information on legal and political theory in this library.
The Prentises did own works by Cicero, Livy, and Plutarch
that could have been consulted for ideas about law and
governmeﬁt, but they lacked the writings of such others as
Plato, Aristotle, Demosthenes, Tacitus, Seneca, Polybius,
Caesar, and Horace, who were widely read in eighteenth-
century Virginia. The classical works in the Prentis
collection are more literary than practical; on the whole,
they are not works to be consulted for information that
Joseph Sr., Joseph Jr., or Peter Prentis could have used in
their legal careers.

The category of Literature includes poetry, drama, the
novel, and the essay. Kett and McClung maintain that
fiction, especially the novel, was not well represented in
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century Virginian libra-
ries.’’ Fiction was often seen as a controversial genre
because it could expose readers to seductive tales of

corruption and vice. However, as Jay Fliegelman has shown
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in Prodigals and Pilarims: The American Revolutiop Against
Patriarchal Authority, 1750-1800, literature was also seen

as useful in providing the exemplary education that many
parents failed to give their children.’0
The periodical essay was a popular literary form
throughout the eighteenth century, from Joseph Addison and
Richard Steele to their many imitators. The primary purpose
of the periodicals was didactic, and they "were full of
Lockean exhortations about proper parental training and
Lockean criticisms of the tyranny of school:i.ng.".’1 The
Prentises read several of the popular collections of essays:
[Addison, Joseph et _al.] The Spectator. 5 copies.

[Hawkesworth, J., Samuel Johnson, et al.] The Adven-

turer.
[Baywood, Eliza.] The Female Spectator.
[Johnson, Samuel.] The Rambler.

The London Magazine.
[Steele, Richard, Joseph Addison, et al.] The Guar-
dian.

While these essays did much to popularize Lockean educa-
tional philosophy, it should be noted that they were not
limited to this: they imparted useful knowledge; examples
of manners, morality, and virtue;72 literary criticism; and

theories of art and education.’3 The Female Spectator

sought "to promote religion, morality, and good manners,"
and advised readers to be mindful of piety and modesty.74
This type of instruction is closer to that which Virginia
women traditionally received than that to which Joseph

Sr. exposed his daughters. The London Magazine also
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conveyed lessons on proper behavior and morality through

its fiction.’>

Davis noted that a distinctive characteristic of
eighteenth-century Southern libraries was the presence of a
large number of dramatical works,’® Plays were performed
frequently at the theater in Williamsburg, and from Eliza's
letters to her brother Joseph Jr. it can be seen that the
Prentises enjoyed attending them. On one occasion she
wrote, "We are in expectation of seeing them [the players]
here on Saturday.... I hope to goodness they will come, and
that I shall be well enough to go -- it would be one of the
highest ératifications to me," and later, "the players are
in town, [torn] the weather is so bad, that I fear they will
not perform to night [sic]."’7 In view of these feelings it
is perhaps surprising that the family owned only four works
of drama: three editions of Shakespeare's plays, two of
them from the eighteenth century, and one set of Molidre's
works, published in the second quarter of the nineteenth
century. One might expect the Prentises to have owned a
copy of Addison's Cato, a popular play sold in Williamsburg
in 1750 and performed there as early as 1736, as well as in
the colonies throughout the century. Cato was a didactic
work that emphasized patriotism and virtue.’8

Poetry was alsdzpopular among Virginians.79 The
Prentises owned poetical works of writers who are still read

today and others whose writings have been almost forgotten:
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Anacreaon. Qdes of Apnacreon.
Bloomfield, Robert. The Poems of Robert Bloomfield.

Bysshe, Edward. The Art of English Poetry.
Gray, [Thomas.] Poems by Mr. Gray.
Milton, John. PRaradise Lost. 2 copies.

[Moore, Thomas.]

Little, EsqQ.

Parnell, Thomas. Poems on Several Occasions.

Pollok, Robert. The Course of Time.

Pope, Alexander. The Works of Alexander Pope.

Prior, Matthew. Poems on Several Occasions.

Thomson, James. The Seasons.

Wesley, Samuel. Poems on Several Occasions.

[Wolcot, John.] i i « 2
copies.

Parnell and Prior were popular during the eighteenth
century, and many Virginians, including merchants and
planters, read Prior because he wrote about "life as it is
daily lived."80 Pope was widely read for his manners,
morals, humor, apparent religious devotion, and style, but
not for his political views since he was a Tory.81 Bysshe's
work contains instructions on the composition of English
verse and comments on literacy form and theory of the early
eighteenth century.82 Thomson's The Seasons was popular in
the colonial South because of the "natural description
employed to assert philosophically the course of things, and
the exaltation of nature as a great and serious subject."83
This work was also "one of the most quoted volumes of
poetry in Revolutionary America. The round of seasons was
the natural model for all other true revolutions (as opposed
to ‘'rebellions,' which violated the processes of nature),

not the least of which was the succession of generations.“84
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Caroline Robbins has noted that Thomson "deplored the evils
of tyranny and detailed the blessings of 1iberty.'85

After the publication of Samuel Richardson's Pamela in
1740, the availability of this and other novels gradually
changed the reading tastes of colonial Virginians. The
office of the Yirginia Gazette was the book store for
Williamsburg, and the surviving day books for 1750-1752
and 1764-1766 provide proof of this shift. During the
1750's, religious works and volumes of classical literature
were purchased more frequently than novels. Although novels
enjoyed an increased popularity in the second half of the
eighteeﬁth century,86 some looked upon the new literary form
with suspicion because it was feared that novels would
corrupt. Fiction gained legitimacy when authors used it to
comment upon political theory, especially that of the whigs,
and to provide instructions for the moral and intellectual
education of children. Often these themes became inter-
woven, through the image of Great Britain as the mother of
her American colonies. Not all novels were concerned with
parental authority and education; some were written to
provide readers with entertainment.

Novels with romantic, instructive, and political
content can be found in the Prentis library. Henry Brooke's
Juliet G ille: Or tI Hist £t} t,
Washington Irving's The Alhambra, and[Charles Johnstone's

The Reverie are works that the Prentises could have read for

[ —
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pleasure. The Arabian Nights Entertainments is one of the
group of oriental tales that conveyed information about the
culture and institutions of countries in Asia and the Far
East, and also served to legitimize entertaining, extrava-
gant stories about exciting adventures, despotic tyrants,
and courageous heroes.87 By combining volumes from several
broken sets, John Prentis, and later his brother Joseph Sr.,
had all but one volume of the ten-volume Miscellanies by
Jonathan Swift, John Arbuthnot, Alexander Pope, and John
Gay. John Prentis also owned Swift's A Tale of a Tub and
John, Earl of Orrery's Remarks on the Life and Writings of
Dr. Jonathan Swift. The fact that the Prentises owned ten

volumes by Swift, in addition to a commentary on his
writings, suggests that they were aware of the social,
moral, religious, and political implications, as well as the

comic narrative, of his prose satire.8% Tobias Smollett was

known for The Adventures of Roderick Random and Adventures
of Peregrine Pickle, and for translations of Cervantes' Don
Quixote and Alain LeSage's The Adventures of Gil Blas. His
combination of picaresque social criticism with realistic
characterization made Smollett's novels among the most
widely read in the South. 89

Several of the titles that the Prentises owned dis-
cussed the relationship between parents and their children,
and provided examples that many colonists used in reference

to Great Britain and themselves. In Belisarius Jean
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Frangois Marmontel was concerned with the preservation and
strengthening of the family. He believed that parents and
children should not have unrealistic expectations of each
other. Excessive demands would prevent children from
accomplishing what they could perform if parents gave them
encouragement and support.9° Chesterfield outlined his
ideal education for a boy in Letters Written by the Late
Rigl g ble Philip L St ant Earl e Cl -
field, to His Son Philip Stanhope, Esg.. He drew upon

Locke's "Some Thoughts Concerning Education®" (1693) and
emphasized the necessity of properly preparing a child for
an indeéendent life as he condemned the parental tyranny
that prevented a child from gaining his independence.91
Although this volume was quite popular, it was often
denounced for teaching the affected manners of the Brit-
ish aristocracy.gz Frangois Fénelon's The Adventure of
Telemachus tells of Telemachus's search for his father
Ulysses after the Trojan War. The themes of the work are a
son's quest for a lost parent and his moral education, and
as the journey progresses it becomes apparent that these two
themes are interwoven. Fénelon's point is that a child's
true parent is the person who has had the greatest influence
on his mind and character, and who also allows the child to
develop self-confidence and independence.93 In The Life and
Opini £ Trist S} 3 Sent i ] ) ]
France and Italy, and Yorick's Meditations, Laurence Sterne
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presented his views on raising children. He believed that
knowledge of the world was beneficial and that traveling
(the Grand Tour) would allow a young man to form his own
character and complete his education. A parent was justi-
fied in wondering if his child would find a truer “parent"
outside the family, but, if he did not allow his child to
venture into the outside world, he would be guilty of
patriarchal tyranny. Sterne identified the "great Lockean
question of the age: To what degree can a parent isolate
his child from the corruption and destructive influences of
the world, to prevent the invasion of the sovereign country
of selff" His answer was similar to the one given by Locke
himself: "the only fence against the world is a thorough
knowledge of it,=94

Marmontel, Chesterfield, Fénelon, Sterne, and others
addressed the relationship between parent and child, and the
importance of allowing a child the freedom from patriarchal
authority that would allow him to lead a rational, indepen-
dent life. Taken together, their writings "articulate an
ideology and paradigm that by 1776 had become, in effect, a
new cultural orthodoxy, one that provided the terms in which
men and women thought about political, moral, and social
issues."9® It should be noted that Sterne's writings were
also read for their "double entendres, leering obscenity,

sentimentality, and whimsical humor,"96 The works of

Sterne, Swift, and The Arabian Nights Entertainments may
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represent an interest in erotica on the part of the Prent-
ises,

The Prentises owned one completeﬁset and two broken
sets of Vicesimus Knox's Essays, Moral and Literary. These
volumes are an interesting addition to their library because
of Knox's attitude toward the novel. 1In essay number 145
Knox stated that Sterne was"'the grand promoter of adultery
and every species of illicit commerce,'" and that his novels
were a "threat to 'public and private morality.'" Later, in
essay number 174, Knox discussed the choice of titles for a
woman's library. He "gave first attention to 'Rollins
Works' [on history and education], Plutarch, Shakespeare,
Milton, Pope, 'the most esteemed historians,' Pope's Homer,
Dryden's Virgil, and Melmoth's Pliny, coming at the end to
the thorny question of 'novels' only because, 'it is feared,
[they] will not be dispensed with: those then of Richardson
and Fielding, are allowed, yet not without reluctance. """’

In the eighteenth century, many novels were written for
women because the genre was viewed as easy for them to read
and comprehend. While novels composed 19% of the volumes
owned by women, they made up 25% of those in the possession
of the Prentis men. The shift in the curriculum at William
and Mary can help to explain the interest in fiction
on the part of the Prentis men. Around 1770, many of the
colonial colleges adopted the curriculum outlined by William

Smith of Philadelphia during the late 1750's and early
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1760's. Smith introduced the educational ideal of the
Scottish university system, "where the study of scholastic
logic and metaphysics gave way to the study of rhetoric,
belles-lettres, and other modern, secular subjects."™ 1In the
1770's, this shift became evident at William and Mary: an
examination in the classical languages was no longer
required for entrance and William Smith gave lectures at the
college on belles lettres.98 Joseph Sr. attended William
and Mary during this period of change, and Joseph Jr. was
exposed to the literary curriculum throughout his studies
there. This exposure can be seen in the fact that 21% of the
volumes owned by Joseph Sr. and 18% of those owned by Joseph
Jr. fall into the 1literature category.
Seven works have been placed in the Miscellaneous
category because the author and full title could not be
identified:

I 1's Pamphlet.
Fisher's Concordance.

One reference from the Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766

has also been added to this category because it did not fit

into the others: the music book that Robert Prentis had

bound at the VYirginia Gazette office.
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CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION

The major problem in relying upon information collected
from inventories for studies of eighteenth- and early
nineteenth-century libraries is that it is unknown if the
owners actually read their books. This study does not
depend upon inventories to a large extent (approximately 10%
of the Prentis Collection was identified through the
inventory of Joseph Sr.'s estate) to define the reading
tastes of the family and to learn about the family through
their books. It is known that they had most, if not all, of
the volumes on the list of the reconstructed 1library.
Bookplates, stamps, marginalia, and underlined phrases and
paragraphs provide strong evidence that the Prentises did
read the books in their possession. ‘Although surviving
family letters contain almost no mention of books and
reading, these letters reflect the subject matter, tone, and
teachings of many of the volumes.

Kett and McClung have found in post-Revolutionary
Virginia a "book culture" whose members had access to books
and other printed material, which they distinguish from a
"print culture®" whose members had access to only newspa-
pers. Persons belonging to the book culture usually lived

102
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in towns, had a large number of secular works, and tended to
seek types of knowledge that were relatively remote from
their place and time. They were generally conservative in
their reading tastes and did not purchase controversial
works. Novels, unlike other literary genres such as poetry
and history, were not found in any great number in the
inventories examined by Kett and McClung. They also found
little evidence of intellectual activity associated with the

1 The Prentises lived in urban areas, owned

Enlightenment.
many secular works, and exhibited curiosity about ancient
and foreign lands, but their library was atypical of the
book cﬁlture in several ways. They owned volumes by
twenty-two writers of the European Enlightenment that
contained radical, skeptical, and rational ideas. They also
had writings by Franklin and Jefferson, who represent the
American Enlightenment. They owned a substantial number of
novels, several of which provided examples that the colon-
ists used in their rebellion against Great Britain. These
and other works advocating social and political change were
controversial because they challenged the established
order of the gentry and the British crown.

Book advertisements in the Virginia Gazette provide
evidence that the Prentises did not limit their reading to
locally available works. John Edgar Molnar's useful
dissertation gives a list of the books offered for sale at

the Gazette from 1736 to 1780.2 Of the 367 titles in the
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Prentis Collection, 136 (37%) were available in Williamsburg
during this period. From inscriptions in various volumes it
is learned that they purchased some books in other places in
Virginia -- Christiansburg, Montgomery County; Northampton
County; and Staunton -- and as far away as Philadelphia, New
York, and London. Joseph Sr. bought the 18-volume set of
Encyclopaedia; Or, Dictionary of the Arts from Archibald
Currie in Richmond in 1790.3 It can be seen that the
family's reading taste was not limited to those titles
readily available in the "book culture" of Williamsburg.
While the 367 titles encompass a wide range of topics,
the collection gives an impression of continuity. The ideas
and values that Joseph Sr. and Susan Bowdoin considered
important and taught to Joseph Jr., John, Eliza, and Mary
Ann were adopted by the younger generation. Both Joseph
Sr. and Joseph Jr. had patriotic feelings for their country
and believed that the colonies had been justified in their
rebellion against Great Britain. Susan Bowdoin and Eliza
shared strong religious beliefs and exchanged volumes on the
teachings of the Episcopal church. His aunt's instruction
in religion also influenced Joseph Jr., who purchased
several copies of the Book of Common Prayer and a volume of
family prayers. The fact that men and women over three
generations enjoyed works of English Literature indicates
that they did not see fiction, including the novel, as a

harmful influence but as instructive and entertaining. The
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fact that a number of books were passed down from one
generation to the next is another indication of the
library's continuity. The theme of education and guidance
is found in volumes written expressly for that purpose, and
throughout the collection as a whole. Joseph Sr. and Joseph
Jr. provided their children with schooling, whether at
academies in their home towns or at others some distance
away. Letters written by Eliza and Mary Ann, and Joseph
Jr.'s children Margaret Susan and Joseph III reveal their
interest in receiving an education and acquiring knowledge.

Titles from three categories (Government and Law;
History;’and Literature) indicate that the Prentises saw the
Revolution as an ideological issue. As noted in Chapter I.
the Revolution, preceded by the non-importation of British
goods caused a decrease in business and profits at the
Prentis store. The result was the decision to dissolve the
family partnership. In spite of economic difficulties, the
Prentises, with the exception of Robert, supported the
rebellion against Great Britain and later approved of the
new federal government.

On a personal level, these books allow one to look at
the roles played by men and women in this family. The men,
especially Joseph Sr., were active in the daily affairs of
the household -- cooking and instructing children in moral-
ity; virtue, and honesty -- traditionally associated with

women. Because seventy-three of the 367 titles (approxi-
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mately 20%) were owned by women, it is possible to examine
their intellectual pursuits. While the majority of their
works fall into the categories of Religion and English
Literature, areas traditionally associated with women, the
Prentis women received encouragement to explore other
areas -- geography, history, and advanced levels of instruc-
tion in these and other subjects -- which were thought
of as reserved for men. The women in the Prentis family
differed from many of their contemporaries in their interest
in and level of education. As Julia Cherry Spruill noted,
"It is not to be imagined that all ladies of the Southern
colonies confined their reading entirely to the works
especially prepared for their sex. The few who had any real
interest in books probably became acquainted with the
standard works in history, travel, science, philosophy, and
English literature."?

Books and reading had become closely identified with
the gentry class by the end of the seventeenth century due,
among other reasons, to the cost of the volumes. During the
third quarter of the eighteenth century, the gentry began to
use learning and libraries to express their wealth and
social position.5 Often this was done by displaying volumes
in book presses or cases in the public rooms of a residence
where they would be seen by visitors. The estate inventory
of Joseph Sr. shows that he owned four book presses and

cases. He placed a case in the "household chamber," a press
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in the "small chamber," and two presses in "the study."6
The household chamber and the study would have been in the
private or family area of the house, and it is possibleée that
the small chamber was also located in this part of the
house. The location of the book case and the book presses
makes it unlikely that Joseph Sr. and his family tried to
use their library as a symbol of status.

During the eighteenth century the Prentises held
political and civil offices, duties that Wright found to be
important in a family's "evolution®™ into members of the
gentry class. Although they occupied a prominent position
in the ﬁilliamsburg community and were financially success-—
ful, it does not appear that the Prentises consciously used
their books as an indication of their social position or of
any desire to become associated with the elite. The
importance that they attached to education and the contents
of the books themselves indicate that the Prentises had a
practiqal, utilitarian approach to learning. Many of
the volumes set forth instruction in areas that they
believed were important -- religion, morality, virtue,
education -- and ugeful in their daily 1lives -- law,
political theory, domestic economy. If the volumes were
purchased merely for display, it is unlikely that the
Prentises would have made annotations and inscriptions in
them or that their letters would have reflected the thoughts

and ideas of the books in their collection.
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Family 1libraries, like that of the Prentises, are
valuable sources of information about the lives and thoughts
of men and women who lived in the colonial and early
national periods. While the books or inventories provide an
indication of the popularity of particular titles and
suggest literary developments, such as the rise of the
novel, they do not tell us what the volumes meant to their
owners or why the books were purchased. Court records and
other public documents, and family papers furnish insights
into the family, their activities, thoughts, and beliefs
that are necessary before one can assess the meaning that
the volumes had for them. When family 1libraries are
studied in view of public and private documents, they can
also yield information on the cultural, intellectual, and

social history of the period.
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NOTES FOR CHAPTER IV
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230hn Edgar Molnar, "Publication and Retail Book

Advertisements in the Virginia Gazette, 1736-1780,% Ph.D.
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5For discussion see Rhys Isaac, The Transformation of
i £ 1740-1790 (Chapel Hill: The University of North
Carolina Press for the Institute of Early American History
and Culture, 1982), p. 130; and Bernard Bailyn, Education in
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for Study (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
Press for the Institute of Early American History and
Culture, 1960), pp. 99-100.

6Inventory of the Estate of Joseph Prentis, Sr., Peter
P. Causey Papers, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.
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Appendix A

This construction of a family tree draws on several
sources. I began with "Lineage," a series of geneologies
for several families, including the Webbs and the Prentises,
and the geneological notes in the First Series of the
William and Mary Ouarterly. The Bruton Parish Register, the
York County Records, and the Virginia Gazette also provided
helpful information. The most valuable sources were primary
documents relating to the Prentis family: notes written in
the family Bible, Robert Prentis's ledger from 1770 to 1780,
and su;viving family letters. This family tree is on two
pages. The first part focuses on William Prentis, Sr.,
his family, and his brother's family, and the second on
Joseph Prentis, Sr., Joseph Prentis, Jr., and their fam-

ilies.
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Notes to Appendix A

1in the Jones Papers, the signature of a Joseph Prentis
appears in 1721, It is possible that this Joseph Prentis
was William Prentis, Sr.'s brother and Robert Prentis's
father.

2According to "Lineage," Sarah, the daughter of William
Sr. and Mary Prentis, married Col. Obedience Robbins after
the death of her husband William Waters. However, Sarah is
referred to as "Sarah Waters" in the York County Records
during the remainder of the eighteenth century, and as
"Sister Waters"™ in family letters. The only Obedience
Robbins in the York County Records appeared from 26 Septem-
ber 1648 to 26 October 1658. In view of this information,
only Sarah's marriage to William Waters has been included on
the family tree.

3a Miss Mary Burton is listed as a legatee in the will
of William Waters (York County Records, Wills and Inven-
tories (21)350-351). Because the document is torn, the
relationship between Mary Burton and William Waters is
unknown. A "sister Elizabeth Prentis" is also a legatee in
this will, and she could have been any one of the Elizabeth
Prentises on the first page of the family tree (with the
exception of the Elizabeth Born 13 October 1771), and she
could also have been the mother of Mary Burton.

4A Thomas Prentis appears as a witness to the will of
Sarah Pitt (York County Records, Wills and Inventories (22)
161-163). This is the only reference to Thomas Prentis,
and, as a result, his relationship, if any, to the Prentis
family in this study is unknown.

SOne learns of Eliza Prentis's two marriages and her
children from family letters. It is 1likely, but not
definitely known, that all of her children were born while
she was married to Samuel Vickery.
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Appendix B

Map of Williamsburg Circa 1790, from the original at
Swem Library, College of William and Mary.
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Appendix C

The Prentis books are arranged alphabetically by
author's last name when known. Full title and publication
data are given if available. Several works are not listed
with a full bibliographic reference because I have not been
able to identify the full title and author of these volumes
from their entries on the estate inventory of Joseph Prentis
Sr., the Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766, or the
Paradise Lost List. These works are entered by their
reference on the above 1lists, and by author and title when
it was possible to identify this information. Publication
data —-‘city, publisher and/or printer, and date -- have not
been included for titles that appeared on these three lists
since it is not known which edition of these works was owned
by the Prentises. Modern capitalization rules have been
applied to the titles of all the books for two reasons.
First, since several of the volumes are not extant, it is
not known which words were capitalized in the seventeenth,
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. Second, printers of
the seventeenth through nineteenth centuries often made no
distinction between upper- and lower-case letters, and, as a
result, a number of titles are in all capital letters.
Forty of the titles on the estate inventory are extant, and
many of these have evidence of ownership by Joseph Sr. I
have assumed that entries on the inventory referred to the

extant volumes. Only when an extant work clearly could not
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have been owned by Joseph Sr. -- if it was published after
his death in 1809, such as George Fowler's The Wandering
Philanthropist -—- or if the inventory entry d4id not match
the extant volume -- the reference to "Watt's Logic (broken
set)" on the inventory is not the same as the extant
one-volume work on logic by Watts -- has a second entry for
a title been made. The present location of the title and

any indication of ownership are included in each entry.

Location:

Department of the Library, Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation - CW

Rare Book Department, Alderman Library, University of
Virginia - UVa

Joseph P. Webb and family - JPW

Estate inventory of Joseph Prentis Sr. - Joseph Prentis
inventory and the reference to the book on the
inventory

i - - the entry and
page number in the day book

Paradise Lost List - the reference to the work on the
handwritten list
Indication of Ownership:
Bookplate
Embossed Cover

Inscription - name, date, place of purchase, price,
etc.

Signature - name only

Stamp
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[Addison, Joseph et al.l The Spectator. Eleventh Edition.
8 Vols. London: Printed for J. Tonson, 1733. Vol. 7
only; Signature: William Logan. (Cw.

{Addison, Joseph et al.] The Spectator. Carefully
Corrected. 8 Vols. Edinburgh: Printed by Hamilton,
Balfour, & Neill, 1760. Vol. 1 only; Inscription:
*William Kirby December 13th [18407?7]" (CW).

[Addison, Joseph et al.]l] The Spectator. Carefully
Corrected. 8 Vols. Edinburgh: Printed by John Wood and

Company, 1760. Vols. 2, 3, 4, and 6 only; Inacription:
*William Kirby Dec. 13th 1840.*" (CW).

(Addison, Joseph et al.] The Spectator. 8 vols.

Edinburgh: Printed by J. Wood and Company, 1760.

vol. 7 only;: Inacription: *William Kirby Dac. 13th 1840;"
Signatures: John Smith, George Smith Jr., and David. (CW) .

{Addison, Joseph et al.l The Spectator. 8 vols.

LLondon: Printed for J. and R. Tonson, 1767. Lacking vol.
1; Inscription: *J Prentis 1773:" Stamp: Joes Prentis;
Manuscript sentiments in vols. 2 and 7; *“Spectator (broken
set)"” on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).

Aikin, John. View of th i Trave and Philanthropic
Labors of th ate John Howard, Esquire .L.D R.S.
Philadelphia: Printed for John Ormrod by W. W. Woodward,
1794. Inscription: *Jos Prentis )r ‘medio ilois
tutissimus’ Suffo March 20, 1806." (CW) .

Aikin, John. View. h i Trave nd Philanthr
abors of the Late John Howard squir L.L.D., F.R.S.
Philadelphia: Printed for John Ormrod by W. W. Woodward,
1794. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: *S. Bowdoin
Wmasburg.” (CW).

Allein, Joseph. An Alarm to Unconv d Sinn . ew
the Nature and Necessi of Converaion: the ks and
Miseries of an Unconverted State; with Directions for, and

Motives to Conversion. A New Edition. Philadelphia:®
Published by David Hogan, 1823. Embossed Cover: Susan C.°
Prentis; ""Alleins Alarm' on Paradise Lost List. (CW).

Allen, Benjamin. Histor £ raation Bein

n
Abridgement of Burnet’s History of the Reformation of the
Church of England. Together with Sketches of the Lives of
Luther, Calvin, and Zuingle, the Three Celebrated Reformers

of the Continent. Washington City: Printed for the Author
by Jacob Gideon Junior, 1820. (CW). -

Allen, Benjamin. History of the Reformation. Being an

Abridgement of Burnet’s Histor the Reformation of the
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Church of England. Together with Sketches of the Lives of
Luther, Calvin, and 2uingle, the Three Celebrated Reformers
of the Continent. Washington City: Printed for the Author
by Jacob Gideon, Junior, 1820. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin:;
Inecription: *"For Mrs. Eliza B. Vickery, & Mrs Mary Ann
Chamberlain from their affectionate Aunt, Susan Bowdoin.
March 14, 1822." (CW).

[Allestree, Richard.] The Whole Duty of Man: Laid Down in
a Plain and Familiar Way, for the Use of All, but
Especiallly the Meanest Reader. Divided into XVII Chapters.
One Whereof Being Read Every lLord’s Day, the Whole May Be
Read Over Thrice in the Year. Necessary for All Families.
With Private Devotions for Several Occasgions. Williamsburg:
Re-Printed by W. Parks, 1746. Signature: William Prentis.
(CW).

(Allestree, Richard.l] The Whole Duty of Man, Laid Down in a
Plain and Familiar Way for the Use of All, but Especially
the Meanest Reader. Divided into XVII Chapters. One
Whereof Being Read Every Lord’s Day, the Whole May Be Read
Over Thrice in the Year. Necessa for All mili . With
Private Devotions for Several Occasions. London: Printed
for John Eyre, 1751. Inscription: *“Momento mori Given to
Jos. Prentis by John Meade March Sth, 1771;* Signature:
John Meade; "The Whole Duty of Man' on Paradise Lost List.
(CW) .

Almanacks. “William Prentis per Son John 1 Doz Almanacks,*
P- 106 in the Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-

(Ambrose, Isaac.] Unidentified volume of sermons. (CwW) .

The American Museum: Or Repository of Ancient and Modern

Fugitive Pieces, &c. Prose and Poetical. Philadelphia:
Printed by Mathew Cary, 1787-1788. Vols 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6;

Inacription: Jos Prentis 1801; Stamp: Josa Prentia. (CW) .

The American Museum, O v al Magazine: Containin
ssays on riculture--Commerce--Manufactures--Politics--

Morals--and Manners. Sketches of National Characters--
Natural and Civil History--and Biography. Law Information--
Public Paperas--Intelligence. Moral Tales--Ancien

Modern Poetry, &c. &c. Philadelphia: Carey, Steward, &
Co., 1790 and 1791. Vol. X July -December 1791.
Inscription: *"Jos Prentias Williamaburg 1801;:;* Stamp: Jos
Prentis; ‘*American Museum™ on Joseph Prentis inventory.
<CW).

The American’s Guide: Comprising the Declarat
Independence: Articles of Confederation; and
Constitution of the Uni States: the Cona tionas of

the Several States Composing the Union, viz. Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvanja, Delaware,
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Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Illinoias, Alabama, Missouri. Philadelphia: Published by

Towar & Hogan, 1828. Inscription: *"Joseph Prentis Octo:
1829." <(Cw).

Anacharsis. Travels of Anacharsis the Younger in Greece.

Duri the Midd of th rth Centur fore t istia
Aera. By the Abbé Barthelemy. Translated from the French.
In Five Volumes, the Fifth, Contains Maps, Plans, Views, and
Coins, Illustrative of the Geography and Antiquities of
Ancient Greece. Third Edition. Dublin: Printed by and for
M. Mills, 1795. Bookplate: James Duncan; Inscription:
“Purchased at the Sale of Joseph H. Godwin Joseph Prentis.*
(CW) .

Anacharsis. The Trav of Anachars
Greece. Baltimore: F. Lucas, Jr., n.d. (Uva).
Anacreon. des of Anacre d Ver

with Notes. By Thomas Moore, Esq. Second American Edition
from the Third London Edition....To Which Is Added Several
Poems, by the Translator, Not to Be Found in Any Other
Edition of His Works. New York: Printed and Published by
D. Longworth, 180S. Inscription: *Jos Prentis jr. Suffo
Aug. l1lst 1806." (CW).

Andrews, John. Elements of lLogick. Second Edition, with

Corrections and Additions. Philadelphia: B. B. Hopkins,
1807. (Uva).

The Arabian Njights Entertainments: Consisting of One

and and One Sto Told th
Indie ve th m_th utio a
Vow He Had Made to Marxry a Lady Every Day, and Have Her Put
Death xt n t ve imge D

of Hias First Sultaness: Containing a Familiar Account of
the Customs, Manners, and Religion of the Eastern Natijons,
the Tartars, Persians, Indians, &c. Sixth American from the

Eighteenth English Edition, Translated from the Arabian Mss.
2 Vols. Hartford, Connecticut: Bowles and Francis, 1822.
(UvVa).

Armstrong, John. The Art of Preserving Health: A Poenm.

London: Printed for T. Davies, 1774. Inscription:
**1776-J. Prentis;* Stamp: Jos Prentis. (JPW) .

Arrowsmith, Aaron. New an 1 t n
Comprisin e w oV as o the P T H

Containing Sixty-Three Maps, Drawn by Arrowsmith and Lewis.

“Arrowsmith’s Atlas” on Joseph Prentis inventory.

The Attorney’s Complete Pocket-Book. Contajining Qéovg Four

Hundred Such Choice and Approved Prec s W
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Equit and Convenanc As Atto ave Occa n
for, When Absent Om ffice; i Und
ollowi ads: Acknowledgments, Ac t e avi
A ements, Appointm ignment W 8 . 1-Pi s
arqgains a Sal 1 onds, Covenan D nc
Dist or Ren xch Fine £ Gr Y
Lease and Rele torne Lett
and Composition, Livery of Seisin and Attornments,
Memorial Mor e 8 ar titio
Promiasory Notes, Protectjons, Recoveries, Releases,
Revocatio S rati Set nent Tick 8
Warrants, Wil . C ulated for 8 P ) n
General, but More i a A tanc Coun
Attornies and Their Clerks: Also Neceasary for Gentlemen,
nd ds tewa n & he A o t

Attorney’s Practice Epitomjzed. Seventh Edition. To Which
Are Now Added the Proper Stamps to the Various Kinds of

Precedents, and Other Useful Additions. 2 Vols. London:
Printed by His Majesty’s Law-Printers for P. Uriel, Z.
Stuart, T. Caslon, and B. Tovey, 1772. Vol. 1 only;
Signature: Joseph Prentis; Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).

{Bacon, Sir Francis.) t n n

A ixr S W n W
h ( . b ’ (=] e

Chance con S e :

Historiographer Royal. With an Account of the Life of Lord

Bacon. London: Printed for Olive Payne, 1736. Bookplate:
Philip Ludwell Lee; Inscription: *“Thomas Lee 1738." (CW).

Bacon, Henry. H Flow om_t v
of a Child. Boston: A. Tompkins and B. B. NMussey, 1847,
(UvVa).

Bartlet, John. h an”’ a : i
T i h H es: Wher e
Writers on That Subjec v o
F ‘s Metho Trepann G e
Particu C er ved 3 W
Nicking Horses Is Recommended; with a Copper-Plate and
egcr n of t Mashi Which d n
ati cula order t et .
Observations on Shoein orsea. With P .
“Bartlett’s Farriery*” on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Baxter, Richard. A Call to the Unconverted, to Turn and
v and Acc M Whi Merc H v
They Will Fin in the Day of Th Extre

Living God.l] Boston: Published by T. Beddington & C. Ewer,
and Dedham: Printed by B. Field, 1822. Embossed Cover:
Susan C. Prentis; Signature: Susan C. Prentis. (JPW).
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Beattie, James. An Essay on the Nature and Immutability of
Truth, in Oppositon to Sophistry and Scepticigm. “Beattie

on Truth” on Paradise lLost List.

Beccaria, Cesare Bonesana, Narchese di. An Essay on Crimes
and Punishmentsg, (Translated from the Jtalian; with a
Commentary, Attributed to Mons. de Voltaire; Translated from
the French.l “Beccaria on Crimes"” on Joseph Prentis
inventory.

The Holy Bible, Containing the 0ld and New Testanents:

Newly Translated out of the Original Tongues; and with the
Former Translations Diligently Compared and Revised. By His
Majesty’s Special Command. Appointed to be Read in
Churches. Edinburgh: Printed by Alexander Kincaid, 1764.
Stamp: E Carr. (CwW).

The Christian’s New and Complete Family Bible: Or,
Universal Library of Divine Knowledge. Containing the
Sacred Texts of the 0Old and New Testaments, with the
Apocrypha, at Large. Illustrated with Notes and
Annotations, Historical, Chronological, Bibliographical,
Geographical, Theological, Moral, Systematical, Practical,
Admonitory, Divine, and Explanatory. In Which the Most
Difficult Passages Are Rendered Clear and Familiar, the
Seeming Contradictions Reconciled, the Mis-Translations
Rectified, and Important Truths Confirmed, So As to Confuse
the Infidel, Dispel the Mists of Darkness, Enlighten the
Ignorant, Encourage the Dissident, Reclaim the Vicious,
Reconcile the Doubtful, Lead the Wavering to the Paths of
Truth, and Implant in the Mind of Every Christian That
Divine Knowledge Which Is Essentially Necessary to
Salvation. Forming a Complete Treasury of Divine Knowledge.
To Which Is Added, at the End of Each Book, a Summary of the
Doctrines Contained Therein, Being a Full Explanation of the
Various Books in the 0ld and New Testaments. And, As a
Farther Illustration, Will Be Given a General Index, or
Concordance, Clearly Pointing out Every Material Transaction
Recorded in the Sacred Writings. A Chronological Index of
Transactions from Adam to the Time of Our Blessed Saviour.

A Geographical Index of Places Mentioned in the Holy
Scriptures. A Full Explanation of the Proper Namas in the
Scriptures, with Their Significations, &c. A Brief Account
of the Apostles and Their Successors, Who Propagated the
Christian Religion, by Preasiding over the Apostolic Churches
of Antioch, Jerusalem, etc. The Whole Forming a Complete
Body of Christian Divinity, Explained and Illustrated in
Such a Manner, As to Guide the Reader Through the Paths of
Happiness in This World, and Lead Him to the NMansions of
Eternal Bliss in That Which Is to Come. By the Rev. Thomas
Bankes. Embellished and Enriched with Upwards of Three
Hundred and Fifty Engravings, Illustrating the Various
Transactions Recorded in the Sacred Writings, from Genesis
to the End of the Revelations. London: C. Cooke, c. 1800.
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Inscription: “given to Elizabeth Prentis December 14, 1801
Joa Prentis;*" Numerous Genelogical and Spiritual Notations.
(CW).

The Christian’s New and Complete Family Bible: Or,
Universal Library of Divine Knowledge. Containing the
Sacred Texts of the 0ld and New Testaments, with the
Apocrypha, at Large. Illustrated with Notes and
Annotations, Historical, Chronological, Bibliographical,
Geographical, Theological, Moral, Systematical, Practical,
Admonitory, Divine, and Explanatory. In Which the Most
Difficult Passages Are Rendered Clear and Familiar, the
Seeming Contradictions Reconciled, the Mis-Translations
Rectified, and Important Truths Confirmed, So As to Confuse
the Infidel, Dispel the Mists of Darkness, Enlighten the
Ignorant, Encourage the Dissident, Reclaim the Vicious,
Reconcile the Doubtful, Lead the Wavering to the Paths of
Truth, and Implant in the Mind of Every Christian That
Divine Knowledge Which Is Essentially Necessary to
Salvation. Forming a Complete Treasury of Divine Knowledge.
To Which Is Added, at the End of Each Book, a Summary of the
Doctrines Contained Therein, Being a Full Explanation of the
Various Books in the 0ld and New Testaments. And, As a
Farther Illustration, Will Be Given a General Index, or
Concordance, Clearly Pointing out Every NMaterial Transaction
Recorded in the Sacred Writings. A Chronological Index of
Transactions from Adam to the Time of Our Blessed Saviour.

A Geographical Index of Places Mentioned in the Holy
Scriptures. A Full Explanation of the Proper Names in the
Scriptures, with Their Significations, &c. A Brief Account
of the Apostles and Their Successors, Who Propagated the
Christian Religion, by Presiding over the Apostolic Churches
of Antioch, Jerusalem, etc. The Whole Forming a Complete
Body of Christian Divinity. Explained and Illustrated in
Such a Manner, As to Guide the Reader Through the Paths of
Happiness in This World, and Lead Him to the Mansions of
Eternal Bliss in That Which Is to Come. By the Rev. Thomas
Bankes. Embellished and Enriched with Upwards of Three
Hundred and Fifty Engravings, Illustrating the Various
Transactions Recorded in the Sacred Writings, from Genesis
to the End of the Revelationa. London: C. Cooke, c. 1800.
Numeroua Geneological and Spiritual Notations. (JPW) .

The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:
Translated out of the Original Greek; and with the Former
Translations Diligently Compared and Revised. New York:
Printed by D. Fanshaw for the American Bible Society, 1820.
Inscriptions: *“to M. S. Saunders,” ""to S. Bowdoin,"” "to E.
B. Vickery,*” "to Jno. B. Prentis Jr.:;"” Manuscript Verse
Signed Eliza B. Vickery. (cw).

The Holy Bible, Containing the 0Old and New Testaments.
Philadelphia: Alexander Towar, 1833. (UVa).
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rran nd Written from and
Authorities. [2 Volas. ?] London and New York: By John
Tallis and Company, 18--. Vol. 2 only. (Uvad.

Blair, Hugh. RON W Pr T

T n_th nter vid a O s

Soame Jenyns. Sixteenth Edition. 2 Volas. London: Printed
by ----- 3 Baltimore: Reprinted for Rev. M. L. Weems by

Samnuel and John Adams, 1792. Bookplate: Eliza B. Prentis;
Inscriptions: “Margt Prentis presented by Jos Prentis,”
“*Given Eliza by her beloved Father Green Hill-Williamsburg,*™
“Eliza Prentis’s Book;:;" Stamp: MN. Prentis; "Blair’s
Sermon’s®” on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW) .

Blair, Hugh. Oon hich P; a mired
T on th v =) R ion
Scame Jenyns. Sixteenth Edition. 2 Vols. London: Printed
by —===- 3 Baltimore: Reprinted for Rev. M. L. Weems, by

Samuel and John Adams, 1792. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin:;
Inscriptions: "Mrs S. Saunders Wmsburg November 28th,
1796, *Given to Susanna Bowdoin by her affectionate friend
Ro: Saunders Febry 27, 1797." <(CW).

Bloomfield, Robert. The b m Two
Parts: P ner ” N Rural Tales.
New York: Printed by J. D. Myers & W. Smith, 1821.
Inscription: *Louisa Josephine Prentis from Mrs. Ann
Baron.” (CW).

The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church,
According to the Use of the Church of England: Together
with the Psalter Or Psalms of David, Pointed As They Are to
Be Sung Or Said in Churches. London: Printeéd by Thomas

Baskett, 1745S. With: n on t : wi
Nature an it S amental P ratio
der r Worthy R ivin @ Hol Om ion n
Those Fears and ruples Abo Eating and Drinkin
t d of I rxr r Own Damnation Thereb Ar
Proved Groundless and Unwarrantable. nto Which Are Added

Prayers and Meditations, Preparative to a Sacramental
Preparation, According to What the Church of England

r m_H Communi . Nineteenth Edition.
London: Printed for John Beecroft, 1747; and A New Version
of the Psalms of David Fitted to the Tunes Used in Churches.

By N. Brady and N. Tate. London: Printed by J. Roberts,
1746. Inscriptions: *“This was the Prayer Book of my
venerable Mother, who died on the 9th of April 1768, aged 58
years, was bought at my Sister Waters’ Sale; and given to my
Eliza 10th Auguat 1801 Jos Prentis,"™ *“Eliza Prentis’s Book
August 10, 1801;" Signature: Mary Prentis. (CW).
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The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church,
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopcal Church in
the United States of America; Together with the Whole Book
of Psalms, in Metre; with Hymns, Suited to the Feasts and
Fasts of the Church, and Other Occasions of Public Worship.
New York: Published by Henry I. Megary, 1819. Embossed
Cover: Susan Bowdoin Williamsburg 1821. (CW).

The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church,
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America. Together with the Psalter, Or
Psalms of David. Philadelphia: Published by S. Potter &
Co., and Printed by J. Maxwell, 1821. With: Hymns of the
P isco u the Un Stat o

r Set n nv o Sa Churc
in the Ygars of Our lord, 1789, 1808, and 1826.
Philadelphia: Published by S. F. Bradford, 1827. Embossad
Cover: Susan C Prentis; Inscription: *Susan C Prentis
Suffolk.” (CW).

The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church.
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America:! Philadelphia: Printed by J.
Harding and Published by S. F. Bradford, 1827. With: Hymns

£f th n al Church the U d States of
merica. t Fort n neral Conventions o aid Church in
Year £ 7 . Philadelphia:

Published by S. F. Bradford, 1827. Embossed Cover: Jos
Prentis jJr; Signature: Jos Prentis )r. (JPW) .

The Book of Common Prayer: And Administration of the
Sacraments and Other Rites and Ceremonias of the Church:
According to the Use of the Protestant Epiascopal Church in
the United States of America: Together with the Paalter, Or
Psalms of David: With the New Hymns. Standard Edition.
Philadelphia: Thomas T. Ash, 1833. With: Pgalms in Metre,
Selected fr he n £ vid: With na Suited to the
Feasts and Fasgts of t hu nd Other Oc ne of Public
Worship. Philadelphia: Thomas T. Ash, 1833. (UVa).

The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the
Church....Baltimore: Joseph N. Lewis, 1834. (UvVa).

The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church,
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America: Together with the Psalter, Or
Psalms of David. New York: Auxiliary New York Bible and
Common Prayer Book Society, 1836. With: Pgalms in Metre,

Selected from the Psalms of David. New York, 1836. (UvVa).
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The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church,
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America: Together with the Psalter Or
Psalms of David. New York: Printed by Piercy & Reed for
the New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book Socioty.ﬁ;844.

With: Hym f the P an i hur ‘
u ates of America, Set Forth in the Year £ Our Lord
7 0 826. n.p., n.d. Inscription: “Joseph

Prentis Suffolk.* (CW).

The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church,
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America. New York: New-York Bible and
Common Prayer Society, 1844. With: Psalms, in Metre,

. New York: New-York

Bible and Common Prayer Book Society, 1844; and Hymns of the
o t 8sc Ch n t a o Rerica.
Forth in Years ur L 789, 1808, and 1 .

n.p., n.d. Inscription: *Jos Prentis May 1l0th 1846 St.
Pauls Church Suffolk.™ (JPW).

Botta, [Carlo Giuseppi Guglielmol] Charles. or the
r of d n f the d a of .
Translated from the Italian, by George Alexander Otis, Esqg.

2 Vols. New Haven: Nathan Whiting, 1834. (Uva).

{Boyer, Abel.] ‘s Royal t ridged. n Two
r F a n I E a F c
ntain th tes mber of en d

E D iona Yot t Which Are Added h

ccents of th nglish W o Fac te T

nunc n to Fo e « The Seventeenth Edition,

Carefully Corrected and Improved, with the Addition of I.
Many Hundred Worda Not in Any Former Edition. 1II. The
Irregularities of All the French and English Verbs. III.
The Genders of the French Nouns in the English Part. IV. A
Table Exhibiting at One View the Formation of All the Tenses
of the French Irregular Verbs. By J. C. Prieur. London:
Printed for Messrs. Rivingtons, Pote, Longman, et al., 1791.
Bookplate: Joseph Prentis Jun. Williamsburg, Virginia;
Inscription: *“Joseph Prentis Jr. Wmsburg.'” (CW).

Bozman, John Leeds. A Sketch of the History of Maryland,

n a t e : _To Which

P ixe Copiou c n. Baltimore: Published
by Edward J. Coale, 18l1. (CW). PR
Bracken, Henry. Farri RProv : a Com a tise

t r F i . n Is F ained e

Natur S ur nd Mechanism of That Nob nd Useful

a H T with Ma Ne sa d Useful

Observation Ren s ncer h hoice a
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anagerent of Horses. Likewise a rther Account of Drugs

and Compound Medicines Used in Farriery. “Bracken on

Farriery™ on Joseph Prentis inventory.
{Bridges, Thomas.] A Burlesgque Translation of Homer. The

Fourth Edition Improved. 2 Vols. London: Printed for G.
G. and J. Robinson, 1797. (Vol I-UVa, Vol II-CW)

Briggs, Richard. The English Art of Cookery, Qgg rding t

Present Pract i Com t
Houseke Pl n Entir New; - W i ls of Fare
for Every Month in the Year. Co sting of Thirty Eigh
ha Containin Proper Directiona for Marketin and
Trussin f Poultr h aki of So n (=]
ssing All So f Fish, Sauces for Every Occasion
Boili o k and Fryin Stew
nd d hes o v Sort, Ragous and icasees
c r R s and Veget 8
1l Sort d ddings, P Tart C.
) 3 d Frit 8, Ch n tard B cRrange
Jell n h ick, Directions
£ Preserv S onserv Dryin
and Candying, All Sorts of Cakes, Hogs Puddings, Sausages,
&c. Potting, and Little Cold Dishes, the Art of Carving,
Collaring, Salting, and Sousing, Pickling, to Keep Garden
v . Cataloqu Thi Season ade Wines
Cordial Wat win sh and F read, &c.

The Third Edition. London: Printed for G. G. and J.
Robinson, 1794. (Cw).

Brooke, [Henry.] Juliet Grenville: Or, the History of the
Human Heart. Three Volumes in Two. London: Printed:;

Philadelphia: Reprinted for John Sparhawk and John Dunlop,
1774. Vol. 2 only; Inscription: *J. Prentis Philadelphia
Octre 1774;*" Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW) .

Brown, Thomas. ks M T rown, S nd
Comical, in Prose and Verge: With Hia Remains. With the
and C acte x own d His Wri s by James

ak M.D. nd o_th . Eighth Edition,

Carefully Corrected. 4 Vola. London: Printed for Henry
Lintot and Charlea Hitch, 1744. Lacka Vol. 3; Bookplate:
John Prentis Williamsburg:; "“Brown’s Works' on Joseph Prentis
inventory. CW) .

[(Bryant, J.1 AT t n the A ticity of the

c by and the th of th hxr an Reli . Second
Edition. Cambridge: Printed by J. Archdeacon for T. Cadell
and P. Elasly, 1793. (CW)>.

Buchan, Willianm. nestic Med : Or, the Fanm
sic : -] n R a he M ore
Gener Useful Shew Peo Wh n _Their Own

wer Both with he Prevention an £
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D 8 hief C ulated Recommend a Proper
Attention to Regime and Simple Medicines. The Second

American Edition with Considerable Additions, by the Author.
Philadelphia: Printed by Joseph Crukshank for R. Aitken,
1774. Inscription: *"Jos Prentis Wmsburg 1778;" Stamp:
Jos Prentis. (CW)>.

Buchan, William. o ic Med : Or F
hysician: n n © Render the Medic t More
a Usefu Shewi People What Is in Thei n
Pow o wit ct the Prevention and Cure
D seg. C £ Ca lated to Recommend a Proper
Attentio o R ne imple Medic . “Buckan’s Family

Physician(0Old and New Copy)" on Joseph Prentis inventory
with preceeding volunme.

Bunyan, John. Pi m’ b o ] Th World to

hat Which I . eliv d (] mil f a
Dream. In Two Parts. With Original Notes by Thomas Scott.
Hartford: Published by Silas Andrus, 1826. Embossed
Cover: Susan C. Prentis Suffolk; Signature: Susan C.
Prentis. (CwW).

Burkitt, William. N with Practical
Observartionas, on the New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chrigt. Wherein the Sacred Text Is at Large Recited,
the Sense Explain nd the ive mple of the
Blessed Jesus, and His Holy A tle Our Imjitatio
Recommended. The Whole Design courage the Reading of

he Scriptures in Private Fam a and to Render the Dail
Perusal of Them Profitable and Delightful. Seventeenth
Edition, Carefully Corrected. London: For W. Strahan, J. &
J. Rivington, J. Hinton, et al., 1772. Bookplate: Susan
Bowdoin; Inscription: *Susan Bowdoin Williamsbsurg.” (CW).

Butler, Joseph. Who W of J h Butler. New
Edition, Complete in One Volume. London: Printed for
Thomas Tegg and Son, 1836. (UvVa).

Bysshe, Edward. The Art of English Poetry. Containing, I.
Rules for Making Verses. II. A Collection of the Most
Natura reeable and Sublime Thoughts, viz. Allusions,
Similes scri ns _an haracters of Persons and Things
That Are to be Found in the Besaf n h Poetas. III.

Di onary o mnes. Sixth Edition. Corrected and

Enlarged. 2 Vols. London: Printed for O. Loyd, T. Varnanm,
J. Osborn, et al., 1718. Inscriptions: “Ex Libris Georgy
Booth,”™ "Ex Dono Chari Amici Carter Burwell,™ "Philippe
Ludwell A. D. 1735;" Stamp: R Prentis; "The Art of English
Poetry” on Paradise Lost List. (CW). '

Camm, John. A Single and Distinct View of the Act,
Vulgarly Entitled, the Two-Penny Act: Containing an Account
of Its Beneficial and Wholesome Effects in York-Hampton
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Parish. In Which Is Exhibited a Specimen of Col. Landon
Carter’s Justice and Charity; As Well As of Col. Richard
Bland’s Salus Populi.” “John Prentis per Self Camn’s

Pamphlet,®” p. 39 in the Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766.
{Campbell, Archibald.]l] Lexiphanes, a Dialogue. Imitated

from Lu n, and Suited teo th esent Times. a
Attempt store the English Tonque to Its Ancient Purit
and to Correc Well Expose, the Affected Styl ard
Worde, and Absurd Phraseolo f Many Late Writers nd
articularl £ Our English Le hanes, the Rambler. The
Second Edition, Corrected. London: Printed for J. Knox,
1767. Inscription: *J. Prentis 1774, reserve this sheet
in the book;"” Stamp: J P; “Lexiphanes’” on Joseph Prentis
inventory. (CW).

Carver, Jonathan. Three Years Travels Through the Interior
ar North-Am r v ocusan
ontaining an Acc t of Great Lak and All kes
an d Rivers. Wi (=} of n of the Birds
ats, Reptile ngects nd 8 Peculiar to the
t h with C ise i ory of the Geni
ners d n ndians habiti the Lands
Th Li A en s o _the Westward of the
G Riv ississ i: and an ndix De the
ncultivat Parts of America That Are the Most Pro for
rain ettlements. Firat Published in 1778 Under the
T : Travela Through the Interior Parts of North America

in the Years 1766, 1767, and 1768. “Carver’s Travels" on

Joseph Prentis inventory.

Chapman, Nathaniel. Discourses on the Elements of

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 2 Volas. Philadelphia:
Published by James Webster and Printed by W. Brown,

1817-1819. (Uvad.

Chastellux, Frangois Jean, Marquis de. Travels in
North-Amer n th 780 7 nd 1782.
[{Translated from the French by an English Gentleman, Who
Resided in America at That Period. With Notes by the
Translator.] *Chastellux’as Travela'" on Joseph Prentis
inventory.

Chateaubriand, Francois August Rene. Le genie du
Christianisme. 2 Vols. Paris, 1845. (Uvad.

Cheetham, James. The Life of Thomas Paine, Author of Common
Sense, Th rigi Rights of Ma &c c., &c. New York:

Printed by Southwick and Pelsue, 1809. (UvVad.

Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, Fourth Earl of.
Letters Written by the Late Right Honourable Philip Dormer

Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfield, to His Son Philip Stanhope,
Eag., Late Envoy Extraordinary to the Court of Dresden:
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Together with Several Other Pieces on Various Subjects.
Published by Mrs. Eugenia Stanhope from the Originals Now in

Her Possession. 2 Vols. Dublin: Printed for E. Lynch, W.
Whitestone, J. Williams, et al., 1775. Vol. 1 only. (CW) .,

Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, Fourth Earl of.
Principles of Politeness, and of Knowing the Wor : by the

Late lLord Chesterfield. Methodised and Digested Under
Distinct Heads, with Additions, by the Reverend Dr. John

rusler, Containing Ev Instruction Necessary to Complete
the Gentleman and the Man of Fashion, to Teach Him a

Knowledge of Life, and Make Him Well Received in All

Companies. For the Improvement of Youth: Yet Not Beneath
the Attention of Any. London: Printed for John Bell and C.

Etherington, 177S. Inscription: ™"Mary Ann Prentis August
Sth 1808;" Signatures: Mary A. Prentis, and Joseph Prentis.
(CW)> .

Christian’s Duty. “Christian’s Duty"” on Joseph Prentis
inventory.

Christian Visitor. “Christian Visitor"” on Paradise Lost
List.

Cicero, Marcus Tullius. T ‘s Three Books of Offic in
nglish. With 8 Explainin Method and Meanin

the Author. By Tho. Cockman. Sixth Edition, Corrected and
Improv’d. London: Printed for A. Bettesworth, C. Hitch, R.
Gosling, et al., 1739. Bookplate: Peter Hay M. D.;
“Tully’s Offices”™ on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).

Clarke, John. The Rational Spelling-Book: Or, an Easy

Me o outh the Rudiments of the English
Tongue: in a Manner More Compendious Than All the
Spelling-Books That Ever Were Published; Desiqgned for a
Standard of the Language. Containing I. Orthography in
General. II. A Complete, Concise and Easy English Grammar.

I. The Rudiments of sh Grammar ndered Eas
Familia nd Pleasant ng Concisel elivered, f he

Help of Memory, in Familiar Verse. JIV. Proper Exercises
and Lessons in Prose and Verse, Fables, Emblems, Pravers,
&c. For the Amugement of Children, with Cuts. V. An
Accurate Spelling Dictionary, and Complete English
Expositor. Embellished with Cuts. The Whole Constructed on
a Plan Entirely New....With a Complete History of the

Heathen Gode and Goddesseas. The Eighteenth Edition.
Dublin: Printed by R. Cross, 1796. Inacriptiona: *Jany 1

1798. This Book was presented to Eliza Prentis by her Papa
because she is a Good little Girl, and is fond of Reading,"
*January lst 1798, Elizabeth Prentis her Book given by her
Papa Williamsburg,™ “Mary Ann Prentis’s Spelling Book
presented her by dear Sister Eliza Prentis April the 2n
1802, "Miss M Prentis Green Hill Williamsburg;" Signature:
Mary Ann Prentis. (CwWw).
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Clarkson, Thomas. A Portraiture of Quakerism. Taken from a
View of the Education and Discipline, Social Manners, Civil

and Political Econory, Religiocus Principlee and Character,
of the Society of Friends. 2 Vols. New York: Published by

Samuel Stansbury, 1806. (Uva).

The Complete Gazeteer of England and Wales; Or, an Accurate
Description of All the Citie Towns, and Villages, in the

Kingdom. Shewing Their Situations, Manufactures, Trades,

Markets, Fairs, Customs, Privileges, Principle Buildings
Charitable and Other Foundations, &c. &c. And Their

Distances from London &c. With a Deacriptive Account of
Every County, Their Boundaries, Extent, Natural Produce, §&c.

cludi the Chief Harbourse, Bays, Rivers, Canals, Forest
Mines, Hills, Vales, and Medicinal Springs. With Other
Curiocosities Bo o at d : nting Out the
Milita Ways an Castles, and Oth Remains of Roma
Danish, and Saxon Antiguity. 2 Volas. London: Printed for

G. Robinson, 177S. Inscription: *J. Prentis 1775 London:;*™
Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW) .

Confirmation and Communion. “Confirmation and Communion*
on Paradise Lost List.

Cordier, Mathurin. Corderii colloguiorum centuria selecta.
Or._a'Sglect Century of the Collogquies of Corderius. With
an English Translation, As Literal As Possible. Designed

for the Use of Beginners in the Latin Tongue. Translated by
John Clarke. The Twenty Third Edition. Philadelphia:

Printed by Joseph James, 1787. Inscriptions: ™"Richard W.
Riddick began Corderu 3lst [ 1 1817," *2/6 paid:;*"™
Signature: Joseph Prentis jun.; Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW) .

{Cork and Orrery, John Boyle, Fifth Earl of.] Remarks on
the Life and Writings of Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St.

Patrick’ ublin, in a Ser of Letters from John Earl of

Orrery to His Son, the Honourable Hamilton Boyle. The Fifth
Edition. London: Printed for A. Millar, 1752. Bookplate:

John Prentis, Williamaburg. (CW).

[Cornaro, Lewis.] Sure and Certain Methods of Attaining a
Long and Healthy Life, [with Meanas of Correcting a Bad

Constitution....With a Recommendatory Preface, by the Hon.
Joseph Addison, Esqg.] {Philadelphia: Reprinted by Parry
Hall for Rev. M. L. Weems. 1793.] Inscriptiona: '"Josa
Prentis Wmaburg,®"” “Jos Prentis his Book Price 4/6;'" *Cornaro
on Health® on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).

Coxe, John Redman, The American Dispensatory, anfgiﬁing the
Operations of Pharmacy: Together with the Natural, Chemical,
Pharmaceutical and Medical History of the Different
Subgstances Employed in Medicine; Illustrated and Explained,
According to the Principles of Modern Chemistry:

Comprehendi th mprovement in Dr. Duncan’s Fourth Edition
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of the Edinburgh New Dispensatory. The Arrangemenet
Simplified and the Whole Adapted to the Practice of Medicine

and Pharmacy in the United States. Second Edition.
Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson, 1810. (UvVa).

Croke, Sir George. The First Part (Though Last Publish’t}
of the Reports of Sr George Croke Kt. Late One of the

Justices of the Court of King’s Bench, and Former One of

the Justices of the Court of Common-Bench: of Such Select
Cases As Were Adjudged in _the Said Courts, from the 24th to

the 44th/45 of the Late Queen Elizabeth. Collected and

Written in French by Himself; Revised and Published in
English by Sir Harbottle Grimston Baronet, Master of the
Rolls. Third Impression, Carefully Corrected, with the
Addition of Many Thousand References Never Before Printed.
London: Printed by W. Rawlins, S. Roycroft, and H.
Sawbridge, 1683. Inscription: *J Prentis given to Jos jr;”
Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW) .,

Crutwell, Clement. Atlas. Inscription inside volume I of
Crutwell’s The New Universal Gazetter: *£18.00 for 3 vols
and atlas.”™

Crutwell, Clement. The New Universal Gazetter; or
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ost Authentic Charts. Wit wenty-Six Who Sheet Maps. 3

Vols. London: Printed by G. G. and J. Robinson, and G.
Kearsley, 1798. (Vole. 1 and 2-CW; Vol. 3-UVa).

Cullen, William. First Lines of the Practice of Physic, for
the Use of Students in the University of Edinburgh.

According to the Second Edition, Printed at Edinburgh. 2
Vols. Philadelphia: Printed by Steiner and Cist,
1781-1783. Vol. 1 only;:; Inscriptions: *Price £1:7:6
Robert Bell,*® *"J. Prentis Williamsburg;*" Stamp: Joseph
Prentis; *Cullen’s Physic™ on Joseph Prentis inventory.

(CW).

Curtain Lectures; Or, Matrimonial Misery Displayed, in a

Series of Interesting Dialogues, Between Married Men and

Their Wives. In Every Station and Condition of Life.

*Curtain Lectures"™ on Joseph Prentis inventory.

Defoe, Daniel. The Complete English Tradesman in Familjiar
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Progressions of the Trade. Viz. I. Hi cquaintin
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““Complete Tradesman"™ on Joseph Prentis inventory.

Derham, William. Physico-Theologqy, Or a Demonstration of

the Bein nd Attributes of God from His Works of Creation.
“Physico-Theology™ on Joseph Prentis inventory.

Dewees, William P. A Practice o h c, Comprising Most of
the Digseases Not Treated of in *Diseases of Females,” and

*Diseases of Children.” Second Edition, with Additions and
Improvements. Philadelphia: Carey, Lea, & Blanchard, 1833.

(Uvad.

Dewees, William P. Treatise o he Disecases of Femalesa.
Philadelphia: H. C. Carey & I. Lea, 1826. (Uva).

Dodd, William. Comfort f ] Af ted, Under Ev
Distress with Suitable Devotiona. Second Edition. London:
Printed for Edward and Charles Dilly, 1773. Bookplate:
Susan Bowdoin; Signature: S. Bowdoin. (CwW).

Dodd, William. Reflections on Death. Fourth Edition.
l.ondon: Printed for T. Carnan and F. Newberry jun., 1772.

Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: *Susan Bowdoin to
Eliza B. Vickery."™ (CW).

Dodd, William. Sermons to un e 3 Vols. London:
Printed for J. Knox and T. Cadell, 1771. Lacking Vol. 3;
Inscriptions: *"Jo Prentis 71 Pa/3 Vol.,"™ "August 25, 1801
Jos Prentis Sr to J Prentis junr;™ Stamp: Jos Prentis:
Manuscript “Epitaph on Dr. Dodd.” (CW).
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Dodd, William. Sermons to Young Men. Second Edition. 3
Vols. London: Printed for J. Knox and T. Cadell, 1772.
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Signature: S. Bowdoin. (CW) .

Dodd, William. Though ns In Five Parts, viz.
the Imprisonment, the Retrospect, Public Punishmen the
Trial, Futurity. To Which Are Added His Last Pr r

Written in the Night Before His Death; the Convicts Address
to His Unhappy Brethern: And Other Miscellaneous Pieces.

With an Account of the Author, and a List of Hig Works. The
Third Edition, with Additions. London: Printed for C.

Dilly, 178S. Inscriptions: ‘“Marianna Barbara Hunter Book
Dec 2d 1798," "Given to M. H. Saunders by her Father March
31, 1814." (CwW).

fDodsley, Robert.l The Econom uman Life. In Two
Parta. Translated from a Indian Manusc t, Written by an
Ancient Bramin. Edinburgh: Printed for Alexander
Donaldson, 1777. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin. (CW).

[Dodsley, Robert.]l The P r: Containing a neral
Course of Education. Wherein the First Principles of Polite
arning Are La wn W M Suitable for Trying the
Genius, a Advanci he Inst tion of Youth. In Twelve
Parts. JTllustrated with Maps and Useful Cuts. I. On
Readin Speakin nd Writing Letters. I On Arithmetic
Geometry, and Architecture. II]. On Geography and
Astronomy. IV. On Chronology and History. V. On Rhetoric
and Poetry. VI. On awing. V On Logic. VIII. On

Natural History. IX. On Ethics, or Morality. X. On Trade
and Commerce. XI. On Laws and Government, XII. On Human
Life and Manners. The Fourth Edition, with Additions, and
Improvements. 2 Vols. London: Printed for R. and J.
Dodsley, 1763. Inscriptions: *Jo Prentis 1770, *“to Eliza
Prentis 1805;:;" Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).

{Duché, Jacob.] vatio a Vari Subjects
iterar Mo d o H eriea of Origina
tters, Written by a Gentleman xtract Who
esided Some Time i hiladelph . Revised a Frien to
Whose Hands the Manuscri Was Committed for Publication.

Philadelphia: Printed by John Dunlap, 1774. Inscription:
*J. Prentias Philadelphia 10 Octre 1775;°' Stamp: Jos
Prentis; *"“Caspipina’a Letters" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
(Cw.

Dufief, Nicholas Gouin. Nature Diasplaved, in Her Mode of
Teaching Langua to Man r a New and Infallib Meth of
uiri ngua in the Shortest Time Po uced
from the Analys of ¢t man Mind, and C ly Suited
o Every Capacity;:; A to the Fre « Second Edition.

2 Vola. Philadelphia: Thomas L. Plowman, 1804. ' (Uva).
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Dunglison, Robley. w Diction of Medical Science and
Literature, Containing a Concise Account of the Various
Subjects and Terms;:; with the Synonymes in Different

Languages: and Formulae for Various Officinal and Empirical
Preparations. 2 Vols. Boston: Charles Bowen, 1833. vVol.
l only. (Uva).

Edgeworth, Maria. The Parent’s Asgistant, Or, Stories for
Children. Boston: Munroe & Francis; New York: Charles S.

Francis, 1834. Vol. 3 only. (UvVa).

ncyclopaedia: O a Dictionar rtse, Scienceas, and
iscellanecus L rature: Constructed on a Pla by Which
he Different Scien and Arts Are Di ed into the Form

of Distinct Treatises of Systems. The First American
Edition, in Eighteen Volumes, Greatly Improved. Illustrated

with Five Hundred and Forty-Two Copperplates. Philadelphia:
Printed by Thomas Dobson, 1790-1798. Lacks Vol. 7;
Inscriptions: *“Cost £36.16 6[?]1;:;" *April 14, 1801
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“Dictionary of Arts and Sciences” on Joseph Prentis
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Enfield, William. S ker: Miscellaneous Piece
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Pro Heads, with a View to Facilita the Improvement of
Youth adin nd aking. T hich Is Prefixed, an
Essay on Elocution. “Speaker®” on Joseph Prentis inventory.
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Temple. Fourth Edition Corrected. 2 Vols. London:
Printed by and for Henry Lintot, 1756. Inscriptions: *J
Prentis Williamsburg 1780," "Given to Jos jun.”™ (CW.

Euclid. The Elements of Euclid, viz, The First Six Books,

Together wit e Elgventh and Twelfth. h r 8
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Are Correcte nd Some of clid’s monstrati
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Farmer, Hugh. Di r ion o racl Desi d Shew
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Absolute Proofs of the Mission and Doctrine of a Prophet.

“Farmer on Miracles"” on Joseph Prentis inventory.

Farrjer’s Dictionary. “Robert Prentis per Self Farriers

Dictionary,” p. 151 in the Virginia Gazette Day Book
1764-1766; "Farrier’s Dictionary™ on Joseph Prentis

inventory.

F‘nolon, Mr. [Frangois Salignacl] De La Motte. The

dvent of Telemachus S Ulys « A New
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Been Added a Great Many English Words with References, and
Explanatory Notes, to Facilitate the Intelligence of This
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and Published by Richard Scott, 1818. Embossed Cover: M.
S. Prentis. (Uva).
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Fenning, Daniel. Th ritish Youth’s Ins or: r, a New
nd Ea ui P 1l Ar tic W ein the
diment £ RRON hmetic, V ar and Decima
ction [ ) ractio d of t S a Cube
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