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INTRODUCTION.

The Politicsl Setting In Few Ingland

In

Isasc Hill's Time.

Por a quarter of a century following the de-~
foat of the Pederalist Party, in the election of 1800,
How England continued to give evidence of ths presence
of strong Federslist tendencies. This feeling found
expression defore the War of 1812, in oppoeition to
Jofferson’s sconomic poliéise, particularly the em-
bargo, and to the admission of Lounisiasna, which threst-
ened the loss of political power.

This die~hard Federaliem of New England dis-
played its dissatisfaction duriag the war by protesis
sgeinst the furnishing of militis; agsinst the pay~
ment of taxes ibr'har share in the expenses of the
wsr - most of the activities of which took place out-
gide of New England; Dy the carrying on of g vast amount
of ¢ollusive coumerce, between the Rew England Staiaa
snd the Haritime Provinces; and, finslly, by the
Hartford Convention. 1 |

Following the war there smerged snother, dif-

ferent force, to rotard the spread of Democracy in New

1 ~ Channing: vol. 1V.,the last two chapters.



England, and thas fostor the growth of that class of
woll-to-do, who haﬁ'con&titutga the bulwark of Feder-
aliat strength.

It is not my intention here to take issue with
the generally accepted conclusion of historiasns, that
opposition to the war kiliu&.ghatevet romeined of the
Poderalist Party. It ies rather my desire to point out
that while the Pederslists dissewbled as a Party, there
were influences - and strong ones - consetantly at work
in New England, tending to promote & lively opposition
t0 that rapid democratic growth which the reet of the
country was experiencing.

| It wag during the garly part of this eors that
tkaro antazaﬁ the politiczl arens, & man who dared to
champion the csuse of Démocracy in the stamping-ground
of Federalism. That man wes Isanc Hill, snd the year
was 1809.

& more insppropriste time could not have iean
c¢hoseni The Embargo Act was causing untold suffering
and hardship, and Jefferson’s name wase snazhema to mer~
chante and manufacturers slike. Yet it was at just
such a time‘ihsi Isaac Eill chose to take over a‘strag»
gling Js!fetsaaiaﬁ nowspaper in Concord, slter its
"pame to mnxa suxtahly‘fit its anticipated circulation,



and begin & career on behalf of detested Democracy,
that in twenty years would place him at the top of
his calling, and in the decade following, see him
successively an officer in the United Stetes Trems-
ﬁ:y Pepartment, United States SBenator, and thrice
Governor of his adopted State.

That he survived the first few years, in
the midst of such discouraging conditions, is rsther
ramarkadble. But he did more than survive; he pros-
pgreﬁ, and becsme the sSpokesman and militant lesder.
of the Democretic Party in Few Hampshire. 2nd for
his services in nurturing the g:gwtk of Democratic
strength, until it finally surpassed and eventnally
overcame ﬁaaa:aiist'intiuencas, he acguired nation--
al recognition. |

It is my parpose, therefore, to present and
analyze the part he playsd in marshelling the forces
of Pemocracy in Rew Hempshire, around the "Hero of
Rew Urlesns”, in the cempaign afAléaﬁ, Although the
electorsl vote of the State, end of Hew England, went
for Adams, the popular vote of FHew Hampshire was
close enocugh to reveal the progress that had been -
made on behalf of the Democratlic Party in that State.
That progress did not end with the election of 1828 but
continued during ths two decedes which followed.



The Ffoundations of Republican strength in
Hew Haompshire had been laid by fhs energetic Hill,
and as a partial reward for his labors, he was
accorded the recognition which his services warranted,
and which 811 loyal Jacksonians received.:



BACKGROUED OF
HILL'S REPUBLICABISH .

The Baﬁeasitz_?ér Understanding 1t.

This is not a diography of Isaac Hill.

But any paper which songht to trace his sctions in
tha~campaign of 1828 would manifestly dbe incomplete
aend incomprehensible, were it to ignore the expe-
riences of his emsrlier life.

In a person of Kill'’s {smpersment and
charscteristics, these influences assume a vital
significance. In order to adegustely portrey the
man s’bout whom the interest in this thesis centers,
then, it is Justifiable to make a criticsl exemine~
tlon of his youth ané young manhood, devoting es-
pecial attention to those forces which unguestion~
ably played a part in shaping hig character and his
political convictions,



HEis Yonth.

Isasc Hill was the son of Isasc, and the
gxamiéan of Abrmham ﬁ;ill; ef Chaflestoen. Abra-
ham wes the fourth in éeséent from the first of
that name, the intermediate generations being
4be, Abe, sni Zecharish. Isaac'e paternal grend-
fathor was a veteran of bdboth the Prench-Indlan,
and the Hevolutionary wars.

Isaac’s mother was Hannsh Rassell, a dsugh-
ter of William Fuesell. He, too, was & veteran,
having commanied a company of men at the battle of
Isexmgim.

Iseac was botn on April 6, 1788, in Menoto-
my, then s gsait of the town ¢of West Cambridge, Mass.,
. He was the first child of & family of nine children,
and his mother was but seventeen years old st the
time of his birth.

His grandfather, Abraham, sfter his return
from the war, becams at least psartially insans, the
insanity “continuing in all the grsdstions from per~
fect cloarness of mind to raging msdness, till his
death.” *

His father, always sodberly industrious, was
overtaken by the same “visitation of Providence",

within 8ix years after his marriage, amd his intel-

1 - Bradlay:' P 9.



lectusl faculities were slmost entirely destiroyed.

The mother was esvidently s woman of un-
usual qualities, for it was she who contrived to
zeap the family from the destitution that might Dbe
expected to accompany such calamities es bave been
mentioned.

In 1798 they moved to a small 1@23 in Ashe
burnham, where Ipasc wage to spsnd the greaster part
of his time until he was fourtoen. Eis 11fe here at
Ashburnham fornishes a striking resemblance to that
of ancther, more ronowned newspaper editor, who was
to become prominent during Hill’s 1ife - Horace
Grenloy.

Like Greelsy, Hill was undersized and un-
prepossessing in appearance. Like the "Great Edi~-
tor”, he had to struggle for the meagre formal
schooling he received. The winter 9ckéei'at Ash-
burnham rsn 8 few weeks in easch of sevsral districts,
the boye being permitted to sitond st another dis-
trict 3if they cared to go. Isanc did, and esgerly
traveled as much ss four end five miles deily to
reach some of the districts.,

He early gove indications of possessing
more thon aversge ifntellect. At six, he had com~
mitted to memory s history of the Revolution,
{probadbly in the form of = 1list of dates and e~
ventse}, and deforo he was eight he had read the

1 - 3radley, p 1l.



Bible through, "dwelling with psrticulsr pleasurs
apon the historical portiong™. 1

Eb muet, of necessity, have been the an~
ditor of oft-repented teles of warfare. His grand-
father lived with the family ana'hia great-nncles
on his mother’s side, were undoudbtedly frequent
visitors. The combination of a wide-eyed, inquis-
itive boy, and indulgent, loquaciouns old veterans,
suggosts too familiar n picture for me not to be-
lieve that perhaps in this very situation we have
the explanation of lsaac Hill's steunch opposition
to sverything that smacked of asutocrascy. The sto-
#ias that he undonbtedly heard were embellished in
s manner peculiar to old soldiers. And ome of his
informants was insanel It is wholly possidble that
from these vivid accounts bhis whole being became
inflasmed with that burning hatred of tyranny snd
srbditrary rnle, which were to decome governing |
traits in his character.

Lest it be thought that thie presumption
is too groundless, let the words of Hill express
his own estimate of these influences of which I
have just spoken. |

“When the evil spirit of Pederal-
ism ieg etalking up and down our land

1 -~ Brgdley: p 12.



seeking whom it may devour - when the
avowsd and secret projects of internal
and axternal esnomies Are¢ simed at the
vitale of ouy republic -~ it becomes
sveryone whose views are American,
whoss sentimente colincide with those
of our fathers of tha revolntion, to
inculcate tha sound doctrine of ra-
tional liberty, to espouse the cause
of his country and his Gnd. ZEducseted
in the simplicity of truth, early
taught to revere the patriots of '75,
and feeling the loes of personsl con~
nexione, the fruit of Briiish barbasr-
lam at Henotomy, and Bumker Hill, the
Juvenils years of the Editor hsve been
Bepublican; he has detested tyronny,
in whatever specions gard she has are
rayed herself;- and he trpsts the
Judgment of maturer. ape never will sor-
row for past political follies, or wil~
fully persaevare in future errors.™

At the time of Hill's boyhood it was the
practice for the people in imolated places to pass
about among themeolves whatever printed matter
came into their hande. Ashdurnham was tweolve miles
away from Leominster, where s small weekly sheet wsse
‘printed. The inhabitante took turns golmg to
Leominaster to bring back this preciocus repository
of the news of the times, and Isanc more thesn ouce
was the proud messenger who made the tediocus Joure
ney. The limited scope of the printed material to

which he had access only served to excite his in-

1 - Patriot: April 18,'1369. Thie was the first is-
sue gndery Hill'as ownership, snd the cap-
tion of the editorial was, "To The Fublict



8atisble desire for more. It may well have been
this longing that made him ambitious to become a
printer, a trsde which offered & vuriety and range
of materisl without limit.

10



COLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY

His Apprenticeship.

~ Joseph Cushing hed just estsblished the
"Parmors’ Cabinet” at Amherst, New Humpshire, snd
he needed sn apprentice. ILess than s month after
the appesrance of the first sdition (Bov. 11, 1802},
Isanc wse bhound ae sn apprentice in s calling in
which he came t0o be a figure of such natiopal prom-
inence that by many he i8 credited with being the
instigator of two of Jackson'e best-known policises:
the extensive use of the “spoils system” in natieﬁo
sl politics, snd the overthrow of the Second Unit-
ed States Bank. *

The trsiﬁing.#hich Cashing gave him dar-
ing the seven yeare of his apprenticeship was un-~
doubtedly exceilenf; but hie dovelopment whils at
Amherst was enhanced, too, by hie membership in s
Debating Cluod nf‘ésang.man; The sctivities of
auch s societly gave him practice gnd tralning
that help to explain his readiness and success in
engaging in editorial combmts with some of thé
cleverest men of his day.

Cashing was a moderate bot consistent

1 - Bowers: p 166
Eudson: p 273
Leea : p 149

11



1
Pederalist, and 80 we can assugie that the seven

years of associetion with him often included oc-
casions when theo master and the apprentice in-
dulged in frisndly srgumente over political be-
liefs, {despite the assertion of the entﬁnsiastic
biographer of Hill thet “not an incident occurred
to interrupt the constant karmony which exisied
between his master and himaelf“}.z

Pederalist versus Republican principles
must have clashed frequently, in young Isaac’s
growing political idess. But the impressions
which his earlier contactis and associations had
made were by this time, too deeply imbedded in
his consciousness to permit the inroads of any
such contrary principles &8 those embraced by
'Pedoralism. '

It ie not at all unlikely that this
protracted periocd of contact with Federsl prin-
ciples was the "ordeal by fire”, uhickaiémpa:ed
his republicanism to the degree of hardness that
would meet and vanguish ril opposing politicsl
forces of a later dmy. It is by conflict that

. ¢haracter ls developed, It waes by the same

1 - Brgdley: pp 14-15-16
2 -« 1Ibid : p 14



prodese that Eill's rspudblicaniex matured and
bocame the dominsting motive of his life.

i3
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A Sarvey
gg;ﬂis Career As Editor

Prior to 1828.

First Years of the Tatriot.

The Hew Hampshire ?gzigg; wase begun under
very discouraging circumstances, in the trying pe-
ricd of the Embargo. The commercisl intorests of
the country, and of New England in particuler, were
axtremely c¢riticel of the Administrstion. #oreover,
in the Congressionsl elections of 1808, the Rederal
perty had carried New Hampshire by & 1500 mejority.
In the gubernstorial slection of 1809, Johmn Lang-~
don, Repudlican, was defoated by a emall majority,
by Jeremiek Smith, well-known to be & leader in the
altra New England Pederal yagty, ! To advocate
the Republican csuse in Few Hampshire at éuch.g
time muet sorely have esemed & discoursging task.

Yot before the end of a ys#r, the size of
the Patrigt had been enlarged, and it Bhed over 1800
subscribers. 2 In the stsnte elections of 1810,
after a vituperative campaign on the part of all
papers, all branches of the government were re-
turned Republican. The Podoralists attributed the

1 =~ Sgnborm: Chapt. X,
2 = Bradley: p 26 ’



averthrow to the efforte of Hill and the peraonal
popularity of Langdon. )

The tone of the Pedersl papers at the
close of 1814, was antagonistic to the Government,
and Hill’s Patriot etood practically alone inm its
attempt to silence iha opposition. t

So sctive and vociferous did the Patriot
become in the elections of 1816, that Hill drow a
resolution of déiserproval £¥§m the ﬁaw'ﬁsmpshire
Legislature for his "conduct in mis-stating in
publicationa of hie paper, the observstions, and
‘impeaching the motives of members of this house’.
He demanded that he be admitted to the floor of
the house to refute the charges. This he wss per-
mitted to 4o, snd by a vote of 87 - 83 s resolu-

. 3
tion was sdopted, dismiseing the charges.

1 - Patriot: March 12, 1827, {quoted from the
Albany Argnal.

£ -« Braedley: p 46

3 - Ibid : p 47

16



Other Activities
of

HEill.

Bditoriml acii?itias alone could not suf-

fice to sxhaust the tireless enorgies, nor satisfy
the political ambitiona of 8111. He aspired fo
hold office. In June, 1819, he was eclected Clerk
of the Now Hsmpshirs Senste, s position he again
held in 1825. .

In 1820, st the Republican convention in
Senatorial District Fo. 4, he was nominated for
gtate senstor, and was elected by a large majority.
The following two years he was re-slected with al-
mo8t no appasitinn‘ 2

In the attempt to ﬁsma a8 ticket for mem~
bers of Congress, in prepsration for the elsctions
in 1823, Hill divorced some of his party. These
disaffected ones were bolstered in strength by
many Federslistes who seized thie opportumity of
throwing discord into Republican ranks, end who
united to nominate Levi Woodbury as United States

1 - RBegister: 1820, 1826.
2 - Ibid : 1821, 18822, 1823.

1is
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Senator. In .opite of Hill's efforis to prevent the
slection of Wooddbury, on the ground that it wonld
mark & return of Pedersl sopremscy, he was elected.

Besides his participation in stsate politics,
H11l was ever on the lockout to extend Democratic
ideas in neighboring states. In 1822 he sent
¥i1lliam Hasters to Bellowa Palls, Vermont, to edit
the Bellows Falls Intelligencer. .

Hill's brother -Gedrge, who had served his
apprenticeship with the Patriot, he sent to Mont~
pelier, to eatabi;éh the Vermont Patriot & State
Gnzettg,in 1826. ? lsasac's interest in this poepsr
even caused hié.cansidexabls~amﬁartaaﬁmant, a8 is
shown by this letter: '

8. -~ - Wy present exigency is
that I have beoen obliged to raise - -~
about $2000. on the establishment at
Montpelier. ~ -~ -~ Although perhape 1
have not pald s well 85 others, I

have been as constant and as long &
cnstomer as you have had.” &

1 - Hoore: p 174

2 -~ George Hill's work was evidently satisfactory to
the Jackson Party, as he was rewarded with the
office of ?oatmaatnr a6t Hontpelier, 1829-1836.
soe Hoo¥e: p 112. Since two of h;s brothers, &
son, and his brother-in~lsw, Jacch Hoore, the e&w
itor of the N. H. Journal, all servedl their ap-
prenticeships with hinm, it might be revealing to
trace their later careers., .

3 =~ Hill Papors: letter to Richardson & Head, Boston,

dated, Concord, H.E., Sept. 18, 1826.



Both of these Vermont papers were active
in the camian of 1828 snd it is a tribate ta mn 8
far-sightedness that theoy were eptsblished long e~
nough before the ¢smpaign dbegan aciivs.ly, to have |
acquired a respectable circulation by that time.

18



Biz Coursgs
in The
Rlection of 18 2 4.

Daniel Webretor prophesied correctly the
conrse that the Patriot would follow in the presi-
dentisl olection of 1824, when he wrote:

"I presumes the aiﬁ democratic
‘regular party, or its sccustomed lend-
ers in Hew Hampshire, will now feel
authorized and obliged to support
Crgwford. OCthers of the party will
not. There will of course be a
schism, and it will be time enough
8ix months hence to decide what
course of conduct the case igqairaa
from Pederalists. « « «

#1ll had ?iaitaé 1n Washington during the
winter of 1822-23, and upon hise return he bogan to
indicsts thst he would support Crewford. Whether
there is any tzutﬁ to the charges made sgainst him
at that time, that he had met Crawford and hed en«z
tereod into some h&zggin with him, is not certain.

Hill's explenmtion of why he was supporti-
ing Crawford sounds quite ressonsble: The Rew
' Hampsekire legisglative ctaucus had nominated Adsmse,
snd Hill, believieg Adams to be only 8 sectionsl

choice, favored the nomines of thaﬂcangzeéaiénal

1 - Webster's Correspondence: vwol, I, p 80; letter
to Jeremiah Mason, ﬁate&. ¥ash.,

Peb. 15, 1824.
& - Bradley: p 60. ’ *
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Cagcus. He was sfraid that support givem to leg-
is_lative nominaes could only result in throwing
the elaction into ths Eanae-Qf'ﬁspraaeataiivaa»
Such & c¢ircumstance wonld mean the election of
Adems, probably, end a unifying of federalist
strength in New Hampshire.

As there was no well-defined organiszstion
of parties inllsaé, the éampaign degenerated inia
e personal conteat '.among’. Clay, Jackson, Adams,
and Crawford. The votes in New Eﬁglaa& were pro-
ponderantly for its native son. FPew Hampshire's
populaz vaté was surprisingly smsll, this being
the first presidential contest in which the people
participated.

Votes In New Zngland 3States
Por Cresidentisl Electors In 18 2 4 .

8. H.  Mass. Conn. He. B. 1.
Adans 4,107 30,687 7,587 6,870 2,146
Crawford 6;636 1,978 | 200
Jackson 643 2,330

{The Vermont legislature chose her elactors).

I - WcKee: P 2i. 1 do not regerd these figures &6
being st s8ll correct of complete. Harlow,
(p 339}, says that there is no way of
finding out sccurately the popular vote.
¥y purpose in showing these figures is to
mark the contrast with the 1828 figores.

20
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Hesults
of
The ZElection Of Adams.

The slection of John Quincy Adame by the
House was the “last straw”™, so far as Democrstic
unity was concerned. From then on, the discordant
eloments within that group combined with the newly~
enfranchised voters #ll over the cauntzy,' and new
interest manifested in Androw Jackson helped alonmg
the coslescence of sn opposition to Adams and Clsy
that was to mature intc the Democratic Party of the
next twenty yesrs. It waa to thaae slements that
the Patrict now made its appesls. And 1t was to
prevent these groups from gathering sirength that
the Administration forcee were mustered,

The "bargain and corruption™: the cheat-
'ing of Jackson out of the Presidency; the indeé~
pondent courss "at the President; the Fanams Con-
gress affair; -~ those were only the firet of a
long peries of Aamiamts. sgeinst which the op-
position marshslled its atrength, and prepared to
give battle.

To Adams himself :mxst- gv the gragster share
of the blame for allowing opposition to his admin-
istration to develop. It was within his powsr to



rotard it, at lesst., But it is & fact too well~
known to dwell upon, that he consistently re-
fused to asdopt a course which would creste a
strong Admipistration Party. Thus it was left
to his supporters to 4o what they counld for him,
and incidentally, for themselves.

It iIs clear that Isasc Hill and khie Pa-
tziot were recognized as constituting a stumbling-
block to the hopes of the Adminigtrstion friends
in Now Hampshire. As oarly as the middle of 1826
staps were being taken with the object of remov-
ing Eill as a threat. Daniel Webster and Ssmuel
Bell had kpgartntly‘pnt their hends together in
the Senate, and the outcome of their deliders-
tions is found in & letter to Jeoremigh Hason, in
which Daniel can scarcely be reoegerded as flatter-
ing in his reference to Isasc:

Pw = ~ I have had many asnd full
conversations with Hr. Bell, and he
has gone home with the best inten-
tione. He will be at Concord the
second week of the season; sand 1
have no doudt he will take a straight~
forward courss. He is fully estis-
Pigd of the folly of our divisions
at home; he is ready to denocunce
that folly, end to conjure his
friende to abandon it. He means to
rally the repudblican friends of the

gdministration; and if necessary,
he will break with Hill. - - There

22



*is one grast danger, and that is,
that Hill will sffect to conform,
prorise to come off Lyom opposition
gradunally, and finally to come into
the support of the administzation,
and by this conrse prevent an open
raptures NHow sll this, in my Judg~
ment, would be but givipg Hill now
cradit, by which he would work more
mischisf in the end. He cannot be
trusted iz any promise or engagement
which shoanld bind him to s course of
honest and iidersl politics and man-
ly feelings. For running an oppo=-
site race, he may be trusted without
any promise mnt all. Even if the
rosd led away manifestliy from his
own interest, he would follow ft.- =" 1

By the close of the year the peoples began
to show signs of emerging from their political in-

difforence. PFresh charges agsainst the Administrae~

‘tion appeared in newly-orgunized opposition papers

all over the country.

1 - Webster's Correspondence: vol. IV, p 133.
Lotter d=ztod, Boston, Hay 31, 1826.
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THE CAMPAIGH
FOR THE PRESIDEANCY
1826 - 1828.

e,
&

g Coampsipn 3Begun.

|

Althongh the columns of the Patriot had
for two years evidenced an anti-Administrstion
-spirit. tﬁaxaggning gun in this iaﬁg campsign may
be sald to have boen Pirsd in the koeue of the
8th of Janusry, 1827 {a significant date in this
particuler campaign}. |

From this Sesue on, the capable Kill
subtly wove Pirst one, then another, of the com-
plaints.agginat Clay and Adams, into his ever-
growing indictment of the Administration. He ze-
iterates frequently, with almoset disbolical clever-
pess, the boldest of the charges, tbus keeping the
pudblic mind {or a portion of it, at lesst) con-
stantly inoculated with the poison of distrust and
hatred of the Administration. It may nmot always
be true that the people can be made to belisve any-
thing, if it is {t0ld to them often enough, but here
15 an example of an axpgtimant which produced the
éeaired results.

The occasion for the opening brosdside, for

24



it was not confined to a ®ingle issne, wss the tsk-
ing sway of the prianting of the Laws of the United
States from ihe FPairiot.

- "In the Stste of New Eampshire
the Hew Hampehire Pairiot has been
dismissed from pripting the United
States lawg, snd the appointnent is
given to s mongrel establishment,
which havring run itself down at " . -
Plymouth, H.H.| has been removed to
this ftown, and pnow opens ita columnse
to the scavengers who fLormerly wrole
the Hew Hsmpohirs Statesman, The
¥ow Hampshire Sgniinei, at Keene, 18
- also appointed by ¥r, Clay to prinmt
the laws., - -~ - - The circulation of
the Pgtriot has been and continnes to
be more than double that of both the
mongrel and federal papoers appointed
by Er. Clay.” 1 '

Lest thie opportunity for aronsing re-
ssntment sgalnst the Administrstion, and et the
sgme tims thrasting a sly dig at.his more §b:nr
tanate opponents, be leost, the next issue of the

Patriot contained thic statement:

*This removal of the printivcg was ia-
deed & small business, worthy of ite esuthor,
Hr. Secretary Cley. It is of mo importence
oxcept as showing the temper and disposi-
tion of those in authority in ¥Washington.
Thousends of Hew Hampshire republicans
noeded only guch a little eveont ag this to
make up their minde agsinet the Adminie-
tretion. ZEven many federalists asre
sphamed. If this be en attempt to mozzie
the preas we are proud that eour paper haw

1 -~ FPatriot: Jan. &, 1627 |
Statesman: Jan. 13, 1827 {quoted fyom the Patriot).




"been singled out as one of the first
objects of ettack in Hew England”.

His ardor for that traditional Americen
right, "the freedom of the press”, having been
arouned, he again flays the Administretion:
"Nobody needs to think thet the
amount of money we recoived from the
Government for printing the Lawm, snd
its loss {8 what mokes us harp on that
subject. - - -~ But the subject darives
its importaence from the consideration
that it is an ATTACK UPON THE LIBERTY
OF THE PRESS. Adams {the tyrsnt of
Prsnce) orders the removel of all those
who refuse to be slaves to his wishes,
and puts on probation for s year those
who neither oppose nor defend the cor-
¥*upt coalition which pleced him in of-
Pica". &

What & condemﬁation of the practice of pro-
scription by one who was to become the "Harat of
the Eitchen Cebinet: © °

The removal of the printing from H1ill did
not go unnoticed in other quarters. It was too
¢hoice s morsel of politicsl propaganda to be left
unmasticaté&,. The !!iandly papers outside the
State took up the ¢ry zgainst thiz act, and one

took the occasion to pay a tribute to the Patriot:

1l - Patriot: Jan. 15, 1827
2 - Ibid : Jan. 22, 1827
3 - Bowers : p 158.
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: "A11 of us remember that when
gloom hung over this whole nation ~ -
the How Hampshire Patriot was s
bescon light of liberty, that
chesrad and aronssd the desponding
ropublicans in that region, sndé

gave hopes to others in all paris
of the maion. ~ -~ ~ The republicans
_of Rew England, porhape I may asay
of the union, will ask why he {(Hill)
is pow proscribed, and they will ex-
pect an answar.”

Peeling thet the case was now Clearly in
the thoughts of the people, and wishing to keep it

thers, Hill began to carry an extra headline on the

Patriot:

" LARS OF THS UBLTAD STATES *
HQT - "By ‘uthority” - P OR
* 1 have determined from a sense of pube
"~ 1ic duty to tranafer the printing of the
lawe of the United States from the New
Hampahire Patriot to some other paper.”
~- Henry Clay. 2
Daniel Webster, his finger ever on the
pdlitical pulss of his native 8tate, wrole that
hig brother, [Bzekiel) '
' "e ~ - 18 So much &isplessed apd dis-

satiafied with the course adopted by Mr.
Adsms*® repudblican frisnds in Few Hampshire,

1 - Patriot: Harch 12, 1827 fqng;g& from ihe)
. , , Albany Argug
2 - Ibid : Peb. 12, 1827
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"that I know not whether he can be per-
suaded %o 40 anything. (he was in the
Legislature) 1 have, however, thought
it would be worth considering whether
he should not bring forward resolutions
approving the conduct of the sdminig-
tration, and disapproving that of the
opposition, and supporting ¢them by a
good strong speech. This would, per-
hapa, have two good effects: 4t would,
in the first place compel Mr, Adams’s
friends to act with him, and, in the
second place, it would oblige ¥r. 1
Hill's friends to take their side.~-"

it s plain, from the tone of this letter,
that some of those who were closs to the Administra-

leaders were not entirely in mccord with the policy
that Clsy and Adams were following.

1 -~ Webetlser's Corrsspondence: vol. I. Letter to
Jeremiak Hason, dated, Boston,
April 10, 1827. { p 419 }



The Battle Of The ZEditors.

Bndsr iha caption, "Management of State
Elections By the ExecatiVe»Gavazﬁmaﬁt”.‘z the
Patriot sccused the idminietration ef interfer-
ing in the States atfﬂaw Hampshire, Kﬁ!yiaﬂﬁ.
Vermont, and Massachusetts, in thebr elections
of State Benators, ﬂ&ite& Stetes Senatore, snd
| Governors.

The methods employed in this interference.
were tﬁisanﬂ clerka, mospongers, aé& even the son
of the President, who expressed in no uncertain
terme who were, and who wore not, "friendzs of the
Administration™. Evidently Hill 434 not feel
that this lead was worth following up, &6 no later
reference to it is made, gxcept in the general
sumaing-up af’:ha:gas'vhieh“appeaxsé occasionally
for emphasis, Or perhape this charge lost its
importance when the Eatianalbﬁgggizg and the Amer -
ican, "worthies of the Eame school™, iz anticipa-~
tion of the coming cempeign, ssid it might mot bde

improper to refer to the history of Mrs. Jacksond 2

1 - Patriot: April 16, 1827
2 « 1bid@ : April 23, 1827
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Into & politicsl cumpsign already producing
sditorial invective, slander, scrcasm and abuse, the
injsction of such an issue is to be deplored as
most anfortunate and disgrsceful. Whatever ro-
straint might have been practiced by the opposition
press befores, was now loosed for the remainder of
the campaign, and there followed as scurrilous and
vitriolic attacks and counter-atiacks as our
national politicsl campaigns heve ever witnessed,
The uncouth methods of Ieaac Eill were but evi-
dencas of the feelings of an electorste which had
been toc long suppressed, and which was tco new
at the game of politics to hafa'taga:& for the
- peractices or ethice of s politicsl campalign. t

The editorial opposition which Eill now
faced in his own State included the Keene Sen~
2inel, the Amherst Csbinet, ihe Portsmouth Jour-
fal, the Dover Republicsn, tha Concord Regplister
{Statesman}, apnd the Hew Eampshixe Journasl, - all
capably a&ita& gnd the lasst two namel prodably
‘baing the most influential. 2

0n~tha Republican side, fighzing valisnt-
i1y by the side of their leader, though far bensath

1l - ?sxry* "Hew Hampshire anaa In Elgction of 18287,
{C. B.}in Granite State Honthly, Dec., 1929,
2 -~ Patriot: April 30,
For campieta liat of newspapers published
in 8. H, in 1828, sse Appendix, -



him in sbility, were the Hew Hampshire Gazette,
the Dover Gazette & Strstford Adyertiser, the
Bew Hampehire Spectator. ‘The total number of
papers was seventeon.

Hill brsnded the revivel of the "die-
gusting stories sbout Jackson's marriaaa and ,pt&-
vious connexion with the woman who 'ia_now kis xi;fia”,
88 one smong many "destardly, disgreceful and dis~
ggstiag?* means by which the enemies of Jackson
wore endesvoring to defame him. 1 |

‘im no single, lone complaint was ever
ailgw_ad to hold the public sttention to the ex-
clusion of others eqzzél}.y sericus. It appesrs to
have besn Hi11's policy to line them up and keep
them together, the list gzaﬁualiy asenming great-
er and more sinister nroportions. ZEwery srreign-
ment of Clay and Adams that could be found was
put into this formidable srray, until, by their
very numbers they would overwhelm and crush every
attempt at refutatfon.

Itr wag in conformity with sonme sach pt;.i-»
icy as thie that he maintsined that the Adems Ad-

1 - Patriot: April 30, 1827
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ministration conld not, and should not bs susteined,
because
¥ %t has deemed it to be its best pol~
icy to predicate the public messures
with a view to a new election; it has
interfered with State elections to the
neglect of the public intersst; it
has aimed to erray the Horth sgainst
~ the Sonth and thus s8plit republican
strength; it proscribves sgainst long~
tried repnblicani, ¢laiming iteelf to
e republican.” *

Rext in order, of the ever-mountiog liet
of chargesn against the FPresident, muet be con-
sidered the episode of the dilliard table, the
controversy over which wns to assume proportions
far exceeding ita real importance.

It seenms that the inventory of expendi~
tures for f&zaiehihg the President’s House, wese
drawn ap by the President’s son, and the Presw
ident had stated that that part of the inventory
relating to the billisrd tadle, stc., was eor-
roneoue. 7This caused Ismac to ask if he wes &
safe man to keoop ee President., "Re mskes out
his ow%n son s liar."™ He then went on to say
that Adams once stated, shsn.chazsed on the

i

1 - Patriot: iay 14, 1827.
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anthority of the public records, with receiving ex-
pensde for a journey from Qheht to St. Petersburg,
which he never performed, that the books of the
Tressury were folse! As Secretary of State, he
again declared the books false, *

Eere then, was 8 seriong charge, and one
which in s later day wonld bave hadé serious con~
sequences. But in this campaign, it passed with
no more thanftha asual comwment by rival papers. In
the ssme issue of the Patriot, there were inserted,
"ag an sct of justice”, seversl depositions teken
in Xentucky, refuting the "foul c¢alumnies in ¢ir-
culation agsinst the wife of Genersl Jackson.”

The nature and extent of the activities
of Hill's Raepublican forces in the State, in the
summer of 1827, sre admirably stated by Webster,
in a letter to the President:

"k short state of tho came {in
E. H.} is this. ~~- the Republican
Party have kept up their organizae-~
tion, & had their Cavcuses for nom~
ination, their County Conventione,
&c. When the divieion tock place,
in that party, betwegen the friends

& enemies of the Administration, a
division which became wanifest soon

1 ~ Patriot: May 21, 1827.
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"gfter the election of a President, or
indeed rather before that event, each
gection of the party wished to retain
to itpelf the character & denomina-
tion of the Republican Psrty, & to
prove 1ts title to this charscter,
each kept up the same tone of hos~
tility towards the Federaslists, as
in the days when they wore a Peder-
slist party. This struggle for what
is called the "organization & ma-
chinery” of the Eepublicsn party hse
been going on now, for some time; &
grast majority of moembers being with
the Administration, dut much the
groateaat portion of management &
activity, on the other side.

Beth have constantly disclsimed
all Pederal aid or co~operation.
Thie wast sensible encugh on the pert
o the opposition, decguse few or no
Federalists could be expectsd even
if invited, to Jjoin these ranks. Buat
it was obviously & good deal danger-
ous for the Republican friends of
the Administretion, becsnuse the Fed-
eralists constituted, whether in the
Legislature or in the Siste, mimost
one half, certainly a large third of
the whole, in poiat of numbers, &
thely proportion wes still larger,
in other respects. - ~ - o

Hr. BEill's election to the State
Senate, lesat Spring, saffords an apt
illustration of the results. He was
nominated by the Cancus & being so
nominated, the Journal wonld not supw
port anybody else, Pederal or Bepube
lican. I supposo there is mo doubt
the Bditor himaslf voted for NMr. Bill.
At any rate, 1 have been assured,
that if he would have opencd his ps-~
por, to the nomination & support of
any other Republican candidate (Whose
opinions were friondly) iMr. Hill
would not have been slected. Thus




"far in almost every instance, the op~
position, tho' & smell minority, has
gucceeded in obtaining the commend of
the "machinery & organizstion of the
party”. 1

From this concise diasgnosis by one who
was making it his business to observe what wes
going on in Kew Hempshive, we can da fairiy-eezn
tain thet in the niddle of 1827, the "coalition™,
~ friends of the Adminietration - greatly out-
numbered the Bill Republicansg in reéing strength;
but many of the important positions in the State
were occupled or controlled by the cohorts of
Hi11. 2 | |

In an sffort to sfigmatiza the meaning
of the term, “coslition", several editorials of
the Patriot were devoted to pointing out what per-
sons comprised that gronp, both in the State and
Fational Gnvaxaﬁantsg Thus we discover that ths
three @men in Hew Haompshire who wiilvéirget the
gzghx againat Jac%aaaa and who are the agents of
the Administration in the State, sre Samnel Bell,
Ichsbod Bertlett, and Thomas Whipple, Jr.° A ver-
itable fnaiilaﬁa of &Ianﬁaraua.atterancaa»ia ai-
rectod et Henry Clay, who "is maneging Adama's

1 - Webster's Correspondence: vwol, IV; p 164.
Latter to John Quincy Adasms, dated,
Boston, June 30, 1827.

& - At this time, Benj. Pierce, friend of Hill, was Gov.

3 - Patriot: Aug. 6, 1827,
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campaign, not like a statesman of the Cabinet, but
1ike a shyster, pettifogging in s bastard snit de-
fore a ceunt:g:aquixa”. 1 as if this were not
atrong enongh language, he adds that "of all the
profligste politicians that have appeared in this
country - we will not even except Asaron Burr -
there is no man who has ever sxceeded Henry Cley”. £
Hill's onwillingness to compromise with,
or placate the fyiends of the Administration in ore
der to swell the ranke of his own party, is clearly
indicated in an editorial labeled, “Administration”, 3
in thia article, by a clever use of phraseclogy., he
apparently proves that those who at the aﬁbptian of
the Constitution were "Tories”, later turned "Ped-
eralists™, snd ultimately, by voting for John
Quincy Adams, became "Administirstion”. We resd:
“The prominent features that

distingusich this party heve ever been

111ibersliity, intolersuce, s pro-

scription of republicsns, hostility

fo an elective govermment, to manu-

fecturing interests, and to that

spirit of liverty &and equality,

which is the fruit of our repre~
sentative govermment”.

In the early stages of this»sampaign, it

1 - Patriot: Aug. 13, 1827
$ - Ibi&‘ 4 ﬁ'ﬂs. 30* 183?#
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must not be supposed that the Fatriot was permit-

ted to pursce its redical conrse unchallenged.
The Bew Hampshire Statesman and Concord Rggister,
edited by George Eent, was the chief rival of the
Pgtriot, and may have even exceeded it in circu-~
lation. She !bicns of Pederalism, dormsnt for a
decade, ralllied themselves sbout the standards of
the Ststesman, and while'they cleimed no party,
thoy amalgamated with those others who claimed to
be "friends of the Administration®. They com~
prised the office~holding, conservative, self-
aatiat&aﬁ'ze&ézaliam of the upper classga* who
were fast reslising that they wore engsged in s
crucial struoggle with the newly-aroused, enthu-
gisstic, but undisciplined damocracy of the
masses. *

Kent was in many respects, the egusl of
-Bill in jJournalistiic ability. Whils hie use of
wit and sarcasm wes loss frequent than was the
caustic Hill'’s, the readers of doth papers wore
gnite acgustomed to the vitriolic sditorial ver-
biage which characteriszed these two protsgonistis.
It was Xent who gave to Hill thnasfappellatioﬁs

1 mlzaé:y :  op ¢it.
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that*ware-qnataﬁ‘bg the Adsams press tﬁronghont the
country, and which ciung to him during his whaie
political career: THinm of New Hampshire”™; "lke";
"Sir Isaac™; "Fleld Marshal™. 1
The lesdership of Duff Creen, and the role
of the "Telegraph”, in marshaling the forces of the
Democratic Jackson press, ie well-kmown to histori<
ans. A8 early as Aungust, 16827, it is evident that
Green was in close touch with Hill, in regard to -
the New Hampshire situation.
. "w = <~ The Bepnblican party of

Bew Zngland is arranging itself to come

in a body to ths support of your admin-

istwation, and I have carefully noted

its movementis, and given ny correspond-

ents in that quasrter to believe that

the principles of your administration

will bs of ths o0ld Republican school.: .

New Hampshire is rallying her stremgth- <

A reflection of the sentimentis expressed

in this letter, appeared in the Patriot in a long
letter of seven and a hal? colmuns of fine print,
addressed to the "Repmblicans of Few Ragland”,
and signed, "Many Republicans of the 0ld School®. 2
The gist of the letter wae the usual arraignment
of Adams and Clay, and the enlorsement of Andrew

1 - Statesman: Jaly 21, 28; Sept. 22, 29, 1827.

2 -~ Green NSS: ILetter to Androw Jackson, dated,
Washington, Aug. 29, 182%7.

3 - Patriot : Sept. 10, 1827,
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Jackeon, ae one who "gives the assurance of a man
who will vindicats his couniry's freedom and blight
the reign of corruption and proscription”.

- Balittling fhﬁ»tﬁ?ﬁgad talents of the Pres~
ident decame a sort of sids-lins of Hill's. As thie
phase of Adams-baiting 41d mot occupy the pleces of
pinminenca'ia the editorial columns that the others
'&i&, w8 ¢an only conclude that Hill hsd less faith
in 1ts effectivencss as campaign propegands. The
type of thought contasined in these occasional "digs”,
can bo ifllustrated by guoting-a short excerpt from
one;

¥ « = within the whole compass

ff,ou feceiisction e tro e to

which proves him to be a msn of high-

T O S cePgetey than han

Subssaquent issues were devoted to blam~-
ing Adams for causing the losz of more than
$4,628,000. to "our mo¥chants, farmers, mechaunicd
and manufacturers”, baecause he did not favor the
troaty propossed By-ﬁgglana‘ 2

Baut & campaisn.muét be more thap negative
in°its appesl. Huch of the propaganda of 1827 was

1 -~ Patriot: Sept. 24, 1827
2 - Ibdd : Oct. 8, 1827, end Dec. 17, 1827.
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for the purpose of tearing down public confidence
in the Adams regime, snd thongh this policy was
never entirely absnioned, there wse soon sounded
ihat aubtle appesl that never fails to awshen a
rosponsive echo in the soul of the fmerican voter,
the sppreal to support a candidate who pogsosses
811 the common, homely virtues, which the voter
hag come 1o bsliove that none but the poorer and
leas~educsted nf the aspirants to pﬁblic-uffica
can posSHesS.

So, in December, 1827, tho positive ef-
fortes on behal? of Jackson, began. The Argus,
Amos Kendall's Eontucky wehicle, published its
first in a series of "Sketches of the Life of
Andrew Jackson™, which the Patriot faithfully
copied, whanever they aﬁpa&:e&, The rugged
honesty, nnswaéving loyalty, red~blooded pa~
téxetiau, and glorious military schievements
of the "grim old warrior of the Hermitage”,
worg the featnres that were emphasized in
this scheme %0 ralse Jackson to the position
of hero, thatl he had held s dozen yeare before.

His military exploite glone would have
accorded him a commanding position in this elec~



tion, bnt his uniqne personality contsined the
alements of his greatscst appeal to the newly-enw
franchised masses,. The Repoblican sditors wers
fully conscions of this, and cleverly portrayed
their héro 88 éna of the proletarist, and not,
1ike 4sdams, s "enobbish aristocrst™.

The asdvent of the finnl year of the can~
paign witneosed the asttempts of the friends of the
Administration in Yew Hampshire, to "do something
about Hill"., ¥ebstor'’s warning that "affairs in
Bew Hampshire are such, evidently, a8 reguire st-

1 avidently had not fallen on deaf ears.

tention”,
IT Bill conld be discredited in his own
State, his influence need ne longer be feared by
the Administration papers. So sbout the middls of
Jannary, 1828, & pamphlet of eight pages, entitled,
"Wise Sayings of the Hon. Isssc HIill", was imsuecd.
It contained garbled extracte from the Patriot over
& period of yosrs. The purpose was to prove that
.every pergon whom he now attacked, had in years
past, been the objsct of his approbation; while
those whom he nqw favored, he had formerly slan-
dored. John Quincy Adsme, Henry Clay, Samusl Bell,

1l ~ Webster's Correspondence: vwol. IV, p 156.
Letter to Rzekiel Webster, Boston,
Det. 92, 18B27.



Andrew Jackeon, DeWitt Clinton, snﬁ Levi Woodbury,
were the unames mentioned.

Hill, in his defense of his consietency,
ssserted that he had a favorable opinion of John
Quincy Adame back in 1808, when he took s stand
against the altra-federal party; he spoke wall of
Samunel Bell while he =mppesnred to act &8 am honest
xapuhliﬁén’;‘éané a8 to Jackson, he was opposed in
1824 &wamée the Generel had been "put forwserd by
Adams men in order to draw votes sway from Crawe
forat = 1

Purthermore, -~ and Hill now returns to
the offensive, never sllowing himself to be on the
defsneive for long, - he 2aid he now sapports Jack-
son for the game reamson he opposed him in 1524 . ¥ig:
to secure the choice of the people.

The early months of the yesr brought the
customsry Locsl elections in New Hampshire. Gen-
eral Pierce wns the candidate of the Republican
"enemien™, for Governor, while Hill was nominated
again for Seuantor from District FHo. 4, by & dis-
trict convention. . In Podbruary, he did a little

1 -~ Patriot: Jan. 21, 1828.
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elactloneering in ths Patriot on his own behsl?, as
the only other papera in the 4th District were the
Statesman snd the Journsl, both his enemise, 1 As
they had “Ffor monthse been filled with vulger person-
&l abuse and misrepresentation of my character and
cenduct™, he felt constrained to do this.

In view of the importance attached to this
eleaction as indicative of what might heppen in Ho-

yvember, let us exsmine the results..

State Elections In HNew Hampshire

Merch  1828.

Por Governor. For Senator.
Bell (coalition) 16,414 Burgin 1,976
Pierce (Repub'm} 15,192 Hi1l 1,779

Thus we find that the friends of the A8~
ministration were saccessful. But how did oux
friend IH&JA’&nta:ﬁ:at the figures? Ho wss quite
snthusiastic: " |

"The votes for Govermor, comtrary

%o our expectation, run very nesarly
a8 do the votes given to sll other
democretic candidates. The election
proves that the bone and muscle of
the republican parfy of New Hamp-
shire 18 opposed to the re~election
of John Quincy Adams.” 2 :

1 - Patriot: Peb. 25, 1828.
2 - 1Ibid ; Marceh 17, 1828.
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How he esver arrived st such a conclusion
will probadbly remain s mystery, a8 he made no ex-
pianaiian, But it sgeme reasonadly certein that'
he baelieved many repablicans to have voted forx
Bell who wonld never vote for Adame. He alsc be-
11eved that the total strength of éz;; Pederslists
- wag represented in ihs-fignza#, 1f he reasoned
thus, 1t 18 conceiveble that he may even have bad
ﬁnpes of victory in November, s many %epnbliaaﬁa
might be expected to shift theéir voles to Jackson.

After the complets returns hsd boen ex-
amined, he derived considersdbls mSolsco from the
fact that his‘xivaif #Hoore, of the éuu:nal* had
been defeated for Registar of Deeds in ¥errimack
County, by over 1,000 votes.

in his final anslysis of the results,
Hill c¢laimed that & chﬁnge of 200 raiés, rightly
‘disposed, would have slected 40 Republicans,
where 40 Federalist and amalgamation men were
sent to the lLegislature. 3

The election attracted sttention ountelde
the State.

' v Ve arariﬁ very good spirits,
with ths news from Few Hampshire. I
believe ceorteain Gentlemen here sre o

good desal disappointed. It was ¢confi-
dently expected dy them thst Gen’'l

1 - Patriot: Herch 24, 1828.
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"Plerce wonld succeed. We trast he
has failed & it aecTs'that our friend
H1l1ll is out slse.™ *

Thus wrote Daniel Webster. And to snother
friend, he wrote that "we 4o not enough sstimate
the effect which en sxpression of pnblic¢ opinion
in one state has in snother, however remote.” ©

o his brother, Esekiel, who scted more
or less in the capacity nf'hisiperaanai rapresen~
- tative in NHew Eampshire, ho wrote:

* %he New Hampshire eleciion hss
produced vastly more of an impression
here than I had expected from it. It
seems gqulis certain that a pretiy
etrong confidence of success was sn-
tertained by General Jeckson'® friends.

I was told today that Mr. Barvey short-
1y expressai the strongest belief that
Bow Rampshire would go for the mili-
tary candidste."” & .

Further avidence of this outside interest
is contained in a letter from Cormesllius F. VsnWess,
Govoraor of Vermont, who wrote Hill an unusually

long letter, even for those days, in which he sald:

1 ~ Webster's Correspondence: vol.IV, p 1¥56.
' Letter to Jeremish Hason. '
¥ash., March 20, 1828,

2 ~ Ibid : $°177..Letter to J. BE. Sprague,
Waoch., Horeh 22, 1828.
3 - Ibid : vol. I, p 456. Letter to Fzekliel Webstor,

Wash., March 23, 1828.



" I spent two weeks st Washing-
ton and left there the very day of
your election. The snxiety manifest-
ed there on the subject of thatl elec~
tion was intenze. - - - Onr friends
had little hope of your gaining your
election. They ssw that you had the
whole force of the feferal party ar-
rayed in their flercest armour, to
contend with, and that a powerful
band of traitors from the republi~
can camp was associsted with the old
enemy. They saw too that the Ha-
tional Administration was bending
its whoke force upon you, snd that
no means howaver fszlse or infemous
wore passed by. ,

It is8 an undenisable truth thst
your strength has proved to be be-
yond anything thet could :eusonabiy
bave been anticipated. - -~ = - ==

) Taking into consideration than
that in s New Zngland stste, and
which wae unanimously, or nearly so,
for Mr., Adanms, two yesrs sgo, ithe
strength of General Jackson, under
sll the ¢ircumstancea, has proved to
be at this time five to one of the
republicans, and within two thouasnd
of sn actoal majority in the state,
thoere sesms to be no roon for dounbt
that yor will, next fsll, march to
an easy and aylanﬁiﬂ victnxy* - - -

Indeed, Mr. Adams and Hr. Clay are
pazrbctly'awaxe that their csse is
a despersate one, and that podblick
sentiment hes clearly manifasted
their fate. 2Bnt they live in hopes
of some overtiurn or change, though
they know not whence it is to come
or how it is to bde brought abont.
There ig not a sensidble man of their

party who seriously contende that
theoy have any reasonable chance of
succeeding.™ 1

Y -~ Bill Pepers : Letter from C. P. Van Kese,
Burlington, April 6, 1828.



The local elections disposed of, the full
force of Hill's remarkable onergies could now be
directed towards the NHovember clection. It 48 poe-
sible that the zest whkth which he entered the final
lap of the contest, msy have received an added stim-
ulus from this promise, contained in Vgn FNess's let=
ter:

"Seversl of your personal friends
at Washington, particulerly ¥r. Van
‘Buren and MsJor Hamilton, ingquired
anxicusly after yon. They duly ap-
praciate your great services in the
causge and will not forget yow., - =% 1

Once again the dignified FPresident and his
volatile Secretary of State becauns the targets for
HEill's inexhaustidble supply of invective. 3But we
mast pot forget that in this pRactice he was not
alone. Partisan editors all over the country
were now advocating only one side of sll public
questions, braczenly disregsrding all truth, right,
or justice, and determined only to win. The charge
cannot be confined to the press of either sides;
both were egually gullty. _

These u&chiavelliaﬁ;yuxveyoza af politicsl

dogmes, ruthlessly cast aside gl)l scruples, end

1 - H111 Paperse : Ibiéd.
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whole-heartedly plunged into s flsgrant abase of the
traditionsl "freedom oX the p:eée"‘ The leading or-
gans of both factions copied with greedy avidity,
squibs, bits of gossip, and editorials, from every
~other paper of locel and nationsl prominence, Just
80 long ae it added a bit of spice to the dolectable
dieh of calumny which each was ﬁaxviﬁg the other.

The Republicans of Hew Hampshire, said Hill,
would support indrew Jackson on the following
grounds:

1. Because he is emphatically the candidste
of the great Republican party of the union.

2. Because the late election shows that 65/6
of the Repudblicans of the State sre friendly to him.

3. Becauso Adams's reign, like that of his
fathor, has been one of terror ani proscription.

4. Because Bohn Quincy Adems is an sris-~
tocrat, & friend of monarchy, and the defender of
the divine right of kings.

b. Bescgsuse Adams ras interfered in g most

unwarrantsble menner with state elsctions. 1

The ever-effective political expedient of

accusing public officers of sgusndering ths voters’

1 - Patriot: April 28, 1828. {not a quotation).
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money was used against Adsms. In his first three
years as President, he had spent seven milliion
more than wore spent in HMonros's last three years! 1
That the incressed sxpenses of the Government might
account for the additional expenditure, was not of-
fered 8 an explanastion by Hill.

It was during the late spring snd summer of
1828, thet axtras of the Telegraph were issued, . .
cramned with the customary one-sided propsgands, re~
fating all the charges zgainst Jeckson, and never
wasting an opportunity to defame Cley end Adsms. °©

This smme perio@é witnessed alsc, what wmsy
‘be termed a "battle of the pamphlats™. ~Circulars,
hand-bills, and pamphlets of all descriptionse delw
uged the country with their ill-concesled sppeals
to the 3eélauéies and gxe}aﬁi&a& of the populace.
Perhaps the most infsmous snd notorious of these
sheets were those issued by John Binne of Phila~
dselphis. EBach one had a picture of a coffin {and
some copies had six coffins} at the top. These
wore known as the "coffin hand-biils”, and they

contained a description of some of Jackson's

1 - Patriot: Kay 12, 1828,
£ - Telegraph, Extras: April, May, June, 1828,
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"bloody and lawless deeds”. 1

Hill's first resction to these defsmatory

hand~bills and pamphlets, was a witty rejoinder:

, * Pghaw! Why don’t you tell the
wholes truth? ©On the 8th of January,

1816, he murdered In the coldest kind

of cold dlood, 1500 British scldiers
for merely trying to get intc Bew Or-
leans in search of Booty and Baaaty“.

Pighting fire with fire, the Patriot is-

aue&.a-sépplemani % which easd:

# %he re-publication of thia gtale
affsir (the refersnce is to the Jix Cof-
fine hand-bill}) at this time snd in this
manner, ie convincing proof that the
enemies of Gen. Jackson sre driven to
utter deosperation, and that their sole
oblect in this, and othor similar a-
nonymous publications, is to spresd
e tissue of falsehoods and misrepro-
sentations over the country Jjust be~
fore the eleoction, snd if thie can be
done st 80 late a period as 10 pre~ -
¢lude the possidility of contredic-
tion, thoiy ené is answered,®

One of the hand~dills, this time a Jecke

son one, Showed a cut of Adanms driving away with

8 horsewhip, a destitute 0ld revolutionary soliier
who had asked him for a few pennies.?

-

-

L § ) Lol

-

Jackson Correspondence: vwol. 11, contasine a copy

of a coffin hand-bill, tithﬁnf the coffins.

Patriot: June 23, 1828.
~ Patriot Snpplemant. undated, but filed after the

iasne of June 30; Am. Antiq. Soc.

Statesman: July 17, 1828 condemnsd 113 circulation.



COLLEGE Or witLiqm o MaRy

An extra sheot of the ?airici was enti~

tled: ' .
) BIOGRAPHICAL CRART .

Emhibiting st One View, the Principsl

Bvents in the 1ife of
'GERERAL  ANDREW  JACKSOE .

It was & full-sized sheet, with s fancy
design encirciing the efges. 1 _
Beginning with the June 23rd issue, there
appeared without 'intetmptmn ontil the firast issue
in Fovember, below the name of Andrew vackeon at the
heed of the editorial column, the endorsements of
John Quincy Adams, ﬁaaiaun. Honroe, snd Jefferson.
Bach endorsement was in gquotation marke and- spoke
of Jackson in terms of highest praise. The state-
ments had been resurracted g&am'amang the past re-~
marke of these eminent public figures, who had, at
some time fax removed from the campsign of 1828,
commended the General. £ Inm a parallel column, in
effective contrasat, were the mistnkes and offenses,-
real and imaginary, - that had been committed by
that austere cendidate of the » War, Pestilence,
and Famine " Ticket, Johm Quincy Adams.

1 - Extrs undated sheet printed by ths publisher of

the Patriot, and circulated probably about July, 1828.

2 - Patriot: Juns 23, 1828.
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A the November slection spproached, ths
‘prevsiling excitement reached a pitch that is re~
flected in the increased space given to politics
by the papers of boih factions. isy the end of
June, the whole front page of the Pgirict was de-
void of sdvertissmenta! It was wholly devoted to
political topics. ‘Annﬁﬁdzaae, &:awnvuy by the
State Convention, {to which over 200 delegates,
aeiectaa at meetingse held in every town were
sent, to elect .electors for the Jackson ticket)
roquired the whole front nage in three consecutive
'issues, before it was completely printed! 1

In a burst of patriotic enthusiassm for his
cause, Hill was moved to add to the title of the
Patriot, " Spirit of the Peopls and the Paocple‘s
Representativea™, 2

Again placed on the defensive by contin-
ued impatotions that he was & "irimmez™, spnd po-
'1iti¢aiiy inconsisctent, Hill retorted with & nobike
ctatement that would have been endorsed by Huseo~
1ini: "In a contesat for principle the individusl
15 of little conseguence . 9 And on this senti-

wment he 1st the matter of his inconsistency rest,

1 -« Patriot: Jane 30, July 7, July 14, 1828,
2 - Ibid July 7, l828.
3 ~ Ibia July 28, 1828.
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never slluding to it again.

With dut eight short weaks remainiang dbe-
fore the votors expressed their choice, the inten-~
8ity of the fesling displayed by the adharents of
bathvfhctiénﬁ became more pronounced. Porhapa the
words of Hill can best convey how daeply the emo~
tions of the leaders had been atirred. *

* 2he lying abuse and the out-
Tageous libels that were heaped on the
illustrious Jefferson by the pen-
sioned presses of old John Adams ba=-
fore the great presidentisl election
of 1800, furnish scarcely s parallel
to the graaa 1libels, the shameful a-

_ bnse now heanedi on Andrew Jacksaon,
by the hired presses of the son of
John Adams.

"¥ile nauapayexa. charged with
8ll the vile materisle snd poisoned
missiles which melice can invent and
corraption can gather - vile news-
‘papers, paid for by the monsy filched
from the public coffers by the re~
tainere of thie administration, and
circulated among the people gratis -
are not sufficient to 4o the dirty
work of the Coamlition; Dbut to these
must be sdded infamous pamphlets
and handbills, teoming alike with
lies of recent invention, and with
calumies which have been & hundred
times refutad.”™ 1

Surely, patience wes near the point of ex-

haustion, in this long drswn-out struggle for s

1 - Pastriot: August 8, 1828,



presidencyl! 7TYet how can we explain the oft- ra?eat»
ed example of Hill'e reneswal of energies when the
cause Beamed desperste? Wa cen only marvel at his
dogged perseverance in returning to the stteck with
evex~increasing vigor. This time dsngerous preju~
dices were to be aroused to swerve votes to Jack-
son. '

It soems that 8 certain Oliver Heartwell,
of Canendaiga, N« Y., had written to Adsms thst be-
canss‘af the Morgan excitement there, & man known
to be a Mapon had littls chance in Few York. BSaid
Wr. Heartwsll:

* You may be assured that in
case you have not besen 80 unfortunste
Ruch can and wili bo dome in YR1E. ©
section of the state in your dehal?
upon that ground.” 1 :

Mr. Adame promptly answered very emphat-
ically, ™ 1 am not, never was, and never shall be
& ¥mson.” Whereupon, the wily Isss¢ seised upon
this reply as his cue for as cunning s blow at
Adams g8 he could deliver in New Hampshire, whore
Eagonry exerted m powerful influence. 2

"Had a religious controversy promised

him any votes, he wonld no doubt have
made himsolf a Hussulman. -~ - - How

1 -~ Gazetta: Sept. 15, 1828. .

2 - Register: 1830, pp 122-124. 1In 1829 there were
nine subordinate MHasonic lodges in N.H.,
and the order numdered among its menbors
over 360 of the most prominent men in
the stata.



"base, how degreded 1s the President

of the United States (pnever, thank heav-
en, elected tu that office by the people)
to feed & vile prejudice sgainst s So~
c¢iety in which Washington and Ia~
fuyetite were proud to enrol their neames.” 1

A sort of fatile hope that the prids of
Few Hampshire voters might csuse them to respond,
must have prompted the appesl which Hill mede lste
in Septomber.
" There $s no probability that
Jackson will receive the voile of any
Btate of New England except it be Hew
Hampshire, although there can be no
doubt he will be slected by s trimm-
phant majority without our aid, New
Hampshivre would do herself lumortsl
-honor, if she would in November,
burst the dbands of sectional preju~
dice and give her voice with that
of the Democracy of the Nation.” 2
Apparently he was aware, by this time,
~of the improbability of Few Hampshire going for
Jeckaon, although he 414 not despair. Unsweryv-
ing devotion to the cause of republicsnism wes
certainly one of Isasc Hill's outstanding quali-
tien, znd unquestionsbly one for which he de-
serves great credit.
Even at this laste stage of the campaign

he never loet sight of the effect ivenoas‘ of repe-

1 - Patriot: Sept. 22, 1828
2 ~ Ibld.
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tition as & means of inculceting ideess that eventu-
elly might torn into beliefs in the public mind.
Eig pastime of belittling Adame now assumed 8 new
significance; he was trying to leave an impression
with the electorate that would last through elec-
tion time.
® John R{uincy Adame was minister
in Burape at four or five of the sec~
ond rate courts, from 1794-1801. The
‘history of our countiry does not men-
tion his name during that time except
a8 the recipient of gome 976,000 »
100,000 dollars.” 1
- ® #* L »
" ¥hat has ¥r. Adams ever done
for Rew Hampshire? Has he ever recom=
monded to grant her anything for roads,
cangls, or other public improvements?” 2

Statements 1ike these are not difficult
to make, and they may be untrune, but they are the
most damaging kKind of politicsl propasgands.

With the election only two weeks off,
there now appeared what was probably the choicest
plece of campaign literature which Hill ever
wrote, ~ B sort of pasriing shot at the enemy. Its
purpose was plainly to summon into one imposing
1iet, all the Administration wesknesses and fsults

1 ~ Patriot: October 6, 1828
2 - 1bid : October 13, 1828.
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that had deen the objecis of the republican press
attacks for nesrly two years., Here was the ticket
which Hill said wonld be offered to a "gullible
public”:

" WAR, PESTILENCE, & PAMING "
TICEET
YOR PRISIDERET
JORY QUINCY sDsuS
#hose a&iainiatzation for the first three
years of his term has cost his country

D 8.685,307.44
more than the thres yrecaﬁiag yaa:s of Monroel

¥ho has received from the treasury of this

country for his services,
51X RAGGQ»LGﬁQa OF SILVER 1

Who érove from his door, snd threatened
to horsewhip Richarxd FHagle, an 0ld soldier of
the Rsvolution, merely for soliciting a few
8hillings to ensable him to return to hie friemdel

Pho "neither fears God nor regards man",
and who tramples on the laws of both, by trav-
oling on the Sgbbsath, causing cannon ta be fired,
and encoursging the shouts of the multitude, to
« the distn:hance of the psacesbly disposed cltisensd

Who encoursges Gambling, and by keeping in
hie own honse a Billlard ?able and uthar 1mpla~
- ments of Gaming:

Fho patropizes Tnelling, by retaining in
his plsce, Benry Clay, after he had challenged
and fought a Senator, for words uttered in debatel

¥ho, by his blunders, has naarly'deatxoyud
the Commerce of the ﬁnite& Stataa, and




" Who obtained the Presidency dy a

' CORRUPT BARGAIR ’

with this same Henry Clsy, end by bribing
the rep:asantativaa with the peoples’ momey:

FOR _VICE -~ PRBSIDENT
BRICEBABRD BUSH:

¥ho in 1798, wore the insignis of
Axiatncracx
and bedge of federalism, ~ the black ceckaﬁe{
adopted by old John Ademe, to diﬁtingniﬁh the
Centlemen {from the Simpi&men.

In the federnlist end f!ienﬁiy papers of
thz seme date, there wng offered, in less spectacu~
lar display, the Republican ticket, denominated the

" BLOOD ARD CAREAGE TICKET " 2

. Election dny wae FRovember 8rd, in Hew Hpmp~
shire, and one would sxpect to iinébfeain:e& in the
Patriot of that date, headlines and editorisls of
exhortation. But nothing of that sort greets the
eye. 1t muest be recalled that we are considering s
period when there wae not s railroa& operating in
the United Statee. The sffective work of the Pgtriot
had ceased, es fax a8 this election was concerned,
{except for the immediate ares sbout Concord}, with
the third issue in October. There was, however, a
iitiie squib an_tk& editorisl yése; to the effsct

i - Patrlot: COctobsr 20, 1828
2 - Stotesmun: October 20, 1828.



that i1 was hoped enough voters would go to the
ballot-boxes to "give the combined federal and
amelgamated Torces as signal a defest as Jeckson's
at New Orleans.” 1} |

In his comment on the election results in
Rew Hampshire, Hill drew a tired dresth to utter,
"Bew Hampshive has done all that wzs expected to
assure thsisnian that 2 majority of her citizens
will hereafter support - - Andrew Jackson. " 2

1 - Patriot: UNovember 3, 1828
2 - Ibid : F¥ovember 10, 1828.
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OBSTRYATIONS
QF THE ERELECTION RESULTS .

An examination of the results oféthe fcting
in Hew Hampshire, in 1828, revesls several surpris-
ing and gratifying facts., In no other Hew England
State was the contest waged with fiercer earnest-
ness, and in no other one were the resulis a great-
er tribute to the ekilful guidance of the cempaign
leaﬂaia, than in New Hampshire. |

In 1824, Jackson had been hopelessly cut-
numbsred in that State, by.a mejority of 14 to ;,

In 1828, this staggering majority had been cut down
to where a change of only 1500 votes, out of s total
of 45,000, wonld have carried the State for hiég

' rﬁew Hampshire, whose totasl population was
less than that of sny other New England State, ex-
aeptiﬁhaéa islsnd, 1 cast 10,000 more votes than
the largest one of the Hew England States - Wassa-
chusetis = whose population wss e?er‘tra and one-
half times as greati

Two of the most interssting festures of
this examination of resalts, are first: Thst out

1 - Cenens Abatract: p 21.
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of the aspproximately 3,000 votes by which Adems
carried the State, 2,000 of that majority came from
one county slone, - the strong old Federaslist county
of Cheshire, which had sent a delegate to the Hert-
ford eqaveniion. -~ and second: That the only two
counties in New England which gave majorities to
Jackson, were tho counties of Herrimack snd Ocoa;
in Rew Hampshire. 1}

The election marks a gein for Jackson, over
the 1824 figures, of 1§;2?9 votes, as against a
corresponding gain for Adams of only 14,745 votes. 2

1 -~ Patriot: Fov. 10, 1828, Coos vote: 624-404.
Herrimack vote: 3645-2672. Maine's
solitary electorsl vote for Jackson
came from & majority veote in a d&istrict,
not a county.

2 -« See APPERDIX: Election Pigures, 1884, 1828,



The Infiuence ©Of The Fatriot.

The newepsper hag boen, snd still is to
a great extent, almost the exclusive literature éf
large masses of smericans. There are many whoss
resding seldom goes beyond them. A century sgo,
becsuse of the paucity of other printed matier,
the newspapor exerted a powerful influence on pub-
1li¢ opinion.

The Patriot, instead of following public
opinion, as many of onr present-day sheets do, tried
to creoate and lead it. 'A nawspaper thus determined,
had to proclaim its beliefs in aggressive and even
spectscular langusge. In thie respect, the Patriot
was no &1tfa:e£zi from most of the other pspers of
ths day. But the vehemence and bitterncbe with
which the Patriot sttacked the Adams Aéministration
were unsurpassed by any other contemporary newspa-
per. The crefit ~ or blame -~ fai this, must be'
borne by ite spirited and pnususl editor, Isssc Hill.

By nature an extremist, he believed sincere~
1y that the times were peridous; that a twamtioﬁ
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was inevitable and decireble; and that violent lan~
guage and unequivocsl measures were the surest mesns
of bringing it on.

‘The handicaps under which ho begsn his
wa&k a8 an editor, and ss the spokesmsan for Jack-
son, tbllaaihg the slection of Adame, would have
been enough in either sitmation, to have disheért~3
ened aigsﬁ»canxégaans fighter th&n he. Nervous-
1y energetic, tireless, peraistent, he statted out
with 600 subscriders in 1809, and saw his venture,
fostered by his unguenchable enthusiasm, incresse,
antil it hed a circulation in 1828, of around 4,000
subscridbers, - a wonderful circulation for that day. 1

One well-known history af,jonrnaliﬁm,gges
go far as to say that the Pairict became as noted 8
political paper in Hew England, ss Ritchie's Rich~
mond Enguirer was in the South, &

It ie impossible %o tell exactly the ex-
tent of the circalation of any of the newspapers
of Hill’s time. ° The circulations claimed for
the papers by their purblishers were unreliable.

Ro public records of cirenlgtiun were kept. Pur-
thermore, the petronage of the public primting,

1l - Hoore: p 516 and p 1024,
2 - Hodson: p 272.
3 « See Appondix: Letter to Chas. E. Perry.



which a few papers enjoyed, (Hill had both the
stata and United States printing st timeg, as we
have noted}, ensbled those emtesblishments to cir~
culats hundraeds of coples gratis, to others than
subscribers as politicsl propagands.

Papers were carried by post-riders, by
stage, by Special messengers, by travelere, and by
any other means avsilable. Copies were plseced in
the hands of friemdly 1agi§1atoxa ai every seasian
of the General Assembly, to be distridbuted by them
among their constituents. Aziér the persond in one
family had finished resding its contents, the paper

was passed on to s neighboring family. 4And so, it
can safely be sald, that even if circulation fig-
urea for the Patriot were availsble and sccurste,
they would only approximate the trus extent of ite

intluanca,



There will slways be a gueetion as to
what constitutes the baraér»line,betﬁeen.3nnau6 and
insanity. It was busily and maliciocusly reported,
by Hill's onemies, that he was at times insane, and
some oven affected to pity him for the tinge of mad-
neass they pretended to see in his writings. There
are times when his editorisls do make one wonder
whethsr he had entirely escaped the family afflice
tion which first sppeared in his grendfather,
paseed on to his father, and was inherited by one
of his brothers. 1

Hill's effectivensaé in the campaign of
1828 can best be estimated by noting the fervor of
the remarks of his snemies. Their very hatred of
him, is in effect, a tribute. Bowers, on this
phase of Hill's career, is rather flattering:

the taprescion headed Sows by ihe Tn-
tallectuals of the Opposition 1s un-
favorable. Where they have not dis-
aipsed him with & ahrug, they have
damned him a8 a dunce - and largely

bacause he gave virility to a minogie
ty and made it militant, and, Geapite

1 -~ Moore: p 108, says that Walter Bussell Hill, borm
Fab. 22, 1790 (2 years after Isascl) died
in the State Asylum for the Imsane, at
Concord, Dec. 8, 1855,



" overwhelming odds, established in
the hotbed of proscriptive Federslism
a vigorous Democratic psper which was
guoted from Hew Orleams to Detroit,
gnd from Boston to St. Louis. If he
lacked the depth and the construgtive
faculty of Eendall, and the litersry
f£inish of Bleir, he possessed s genius
a8 a phrasemonger which spread his
fame and sorved bis party, snd in the
heat of s campaign, one of his eting-
ing paragraphs was as effective as
one of Kendall's leaders,. There was
no finesse in his Pighting - he
fought out in the open, in full
range of his foe, and with sny wesap-
on on which he could ley his hands.
If the intensity of his partisan-
ship amounted to unfairmess, it had
beon msde so by the intclerance and
bigotry of the Opposition of his
section. " 2

John Quincy Adama wrote in his diary, the

day of Hill's rejection by the Senste &8 Second
Comptroller of the Treasury, that "he was the
editor of the Hew Hempshire Pstriot, one of the
moat slanderons newspapers againet the lste Ad-
ministration, and particularly egeinst me, in the
‘conniry." 2 | |

Sumner says, that "Hill edited his paper
with skill and ability, propagating 'true repubd-
licanism® in a federslist environment that had

no equel in New Bnglend, " 3

1 - Bowera: pp 165-56.
2 -~ 1bid : quoted from Diary of J. Q. Adams.
3 - Summer: p 186 '
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He had that pernicious virulence so often
characteristic of parsaaaiwhe believe iﬁay are per-
secuted by ensmiss who feel thomselves superior.

He built up Democrstic strength in New
Hampshire over a period of téegty yesrs; <on-
centrated this strength around the colorful per~
saaalitj'af Andrew Jackson; and impartied s mo- _
pentam to the Democratic Party in that State that
wae to carry it to victory for the ensuing twenty

Jears,
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