








































































































QUEEN CREEK, YORK COUNTY, VIRGINIA
SUBSEGMENT 6D (Meps 7A, 7B, 7C)

EXTENT: Queen Creek is a tidal creek with approxi-
mately 11 miles of shoreline. It is bounded on
its north bank by Camp Peary and its south bank
by Cheatham Annex.

SHORELANDS TYPE .
FASTLAND: The north shore is approximately 5
miles of low shore. The south shore is approxi-
mately 4 miles of moderately high shore and 1%
miles of moderately low shore.
SHORE: Queen Creck is an embayed marsh of 580
acres.
CREEK: Long, narrow, tidal creek. The upper
portion is shallow, the lower portion supports
a maintained small boat channel and provides ac-—
cess to Queen Creek Marina. The channel is
marked with day markers.

SHORELANDS USE
FASTLAND: The north shore is entirely govern-
ment, used by Camp Peary. The south shore fast-
land is split beitween Cheatham Annex (3 mi.)
and Queens Lake Development (2 mi.).
SHORE: The only section presently used is the
Queen Creek Marins (40 slips).
CREEK: The creek is used for crabbing and as
"an access to Queen Creek Marina.

WIND AND SEA EXPOSURE: Queen Creek trends E - W
with the mouth being the only portion affected
by wind waves., PFetches are N - 4 miles, NE -

< miles, E - 3 miles, and SE - 63 miles.

OWNERSHIP: Federal - 75%; Private - 25%.

ZONING: Federal - 75%; Residential - 25%, from the
county line to the small gut which borders the
east side of the Queen lake development.

FLOOD HAZARD: Medium, critical. The Queen Creek
Marina is highly susceptible to flooding by
severe stomms.

WATER QUATLITY: Intermediate.

BEACH QUALITY: There are no beaches within Queen
Creek.

PRESENT SHORE EROSION SITUATION
EROSION RATE: Slight or none, noncritical.
No areas of significant erosion were noted,
although there were evidences of minor marsh
bank erosion, probably due to boat wakes. His-
torically the channel has changed its course
but no data can be given on net loss or gain to
the creek areas.
ENDANGERED STRUCTURES: None.
SHORE PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES: The only presently
maintained shore structures are the bulkheads,
piers, and slips at the Queen Creek Marina.
Several old decayed boat slips and piers exist
on the Camp Peary shore of Queen Creek. These
are in great disrepalr and offer only marginal
protection to the shore. On the south shore,
near the mouth, there is an unexplained pile of
concrete rubble which has been dumped on the
marsh.

Suggested Action: The increase in demand for
shorefront property has and will continue to
make Queen Creek a degirable place to live.

With this will come an increase in boating
activity which leads to increased erosion of the
marsh banks by boat wakes. Begides the loss of
valuable marsh this erosion accelerates the
filling of the creek making it legs accessible
to boats. Posted and enforced speed limits
within the creek should be established.

OTHER SHORE STRUCTURES: Piers.

POTENTTIAL USE ENHANCEMENT: Tow. The increased
number of housing developments should be re-
stricted to upland areas. Every attempt should
be made to maintain the marshes in their natural
state. Boating facilities should be restricted
to one central area, such as Queen Creek
Marina. Although this concentrates a potential
pollution hazard to a point source, it allows
for a managed and guided use of the area. In
this way destruction of the marsh areas by the
construction of individual dredged canals can
be prevented.

MAPS: USGS, 7.5 Min.Ser. (Topo.), WILLIAMSBURG
and CLAY BAWK Quadrs., 1965, photorevised 1972.
C&GS, #495, 1:40,000 scale, YORK RIVER.
Yorktown to West Point, 1977.

PHOTOS: Aerial-VIMS 100ct72 YK-6D 389-393%;
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VIMS 270ct72 YK-6D 388;
VIMS 108ep73 YK-6D 422-425.

Ground - VIMS 24May73 YK-6D 33-37.
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