
A HISTORY OF RAILROADS IN VIRGINIA 11

18£0-1860 

By

Mark Naugle (1900-19£6)

P re se n te d  to  th e  C ollege o f W illiam  and Mary L ib ra ry  

By A ugusta B. F o th e r g i l l

(N o te : T his t h e s i s  i s  incom plete  and un rev ised*  A lthough

in te n d e d  a s  one o f  th e  re a u ire m e n ts  f o r  th e  deg ree  o f  

M aster o f  A rts  a t  th e  C ollege o f W illiam  and Mary, i t  

was never su b m itted * )



3

Subm itted  i n  P a r t i a l  F u lf ilm e n t

of th e  R equirem ents 

of

The C ollege of W illiam  and Mary 

F o r th e  Degree 

M aste r o f A rts  

1932



4

To

K. 0 . H. 

A. B« F .

R. Gr*



s

Mark Naugle b o m  a t  J e f f e r s o n ,  O regon, November 18, 1900 

G raduated  Oregon Normal S choo l, 1925 

A. B«, t f a iv e r s i ty  of Richmond, 1927 

P r in c ip a l  a t  Kingman K olony, Oregon, 1923-24 

J u n io r  High H is to ry , Newberg, Oregon, 1924-25 

J u n io r  H igh H is to ry , Big Sandy, W. Va. t 1927-28 

P r in c ip a l  C a r e t ta  Graded S choo l, C a r e t ta ,  W. V a ., 1928-30 

N orth  C e n tra l  H igh School H is to ry ,  Berwind, W. V a ., 1930-31 

L ife  Member, N* E . A ., Kappa P h i Keppa, 1931 

R esearch  work on V irg in ia  Tamo a v e rs  I7i83ff82. a  fo rthcom ing  

V irg in ia n a  p u b l ic a t io n ,  1931-32



6

PREFACE

The prob lem  o f t r a n s p o r ta t io n  began w ith  man. Women c a r r i e d  bur­

dens upon t h e i r  backs u n t i l  dogs and rude s le d s  were u sed . H orses fu r n is h ­

ed th e  s p e e d ie s t  means o f la n d  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  from th e  dawn of h i s to r y  tg> 

to  a  c e n tu ry  ago, when r a i l r o a d s  gave man a  f a s t e r  one . H is to r ia n s  have 

reco g n ized  th e  im portance  o f t r a n s p o r ta t io n  in  h i s to r y ,  some of them  have 

even d iv id e d  h i s to r y  in to  p e r io d s  u s in g  th e  mode of t r a n s p o r t a t io n  a s  th e  

c r i t e r i o n  of d iv is io n .  Thus o c e a n ic , f o r e s t  t r a i l ,  a i r ,  and r a i l r o a d  pe­

r io d s  have q u i te  a  f a m ila r  sound. R ailw ays have p la y e d  a  v i t a l  p a r t  i n  th e  

g re a t movement of mankind to  a n n ih i la te  apace .

The decade i n  American H is to ry  w hich was s t a r t e d  by  th e  Compromise 

o f 1850 and ended by th e  e le c t io n  of L in co ln  was bound t o  be im p o r ta n t, But 

f o r  o u r  p u rp o se  h e re , i t  i s  more im p o rtan t to  r e c a l l  t h a t  th e  e a r ly  age of 

r a i l r o a d s  i n  England and Am erica had p a s s e d , th e  common man had r i s e n ,  th e  

fa b lu o u s  f o r t i e s  w ere gone, and th e  p re s e n t  was an age of p ro g r e s s .  An in ­

v e n t iv e  s p i r i t  was in  th e  a i r ,  th e  c l ip p e r  sh ip  was a t i t s  peak  of p o p u la r­

i t y ,  th e  p e r io d  of expansion  was draw ing t o  a  c lo s e ,  and S o u th e rn e rs  w ere 

s e e in g  eye t o  eye on th e  i s s u e  of com m ercial independence from  th e  H o rth .

I t  h as n o t y e t been f u l l y  decided  w h e th er r a i l r o a d s  o r  c a n a ls  w ere th e  more 

p o te n t  charm to  b reak  th e  bonds of t h i s  s la v e ry ,  b u t my f e e l in g  i s  t h a t  th e  

money sunk in  t h a t  m orass, th e  James R iv e r  and Kanawha C anal, was good mon­

ey throw n a f t e r  bad . Sfcent tg>on th e  com ple tion  of th e  g re a t  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  

u n der c o n s tu c tie n  and i n  p ro g re s s  d u rin g  th e  te n  y e a r s  ju s t  b e fo re  th e  Civ­

i l  War, i t  would have r e s u l te d  in  V ir g in ia  be in g  b e t t e r  p re p a re d  to  m eet th e  

t r y i n g  tim es  which la y  ju s t  ahead of h e r .
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My o b je c t  i n  w r i t in g  t h i s  t h e s i s  h as  been  to  make a  c o n tr ib u t io n  

to  knowledge based tpon  s o u rc e -m a te r ia l .  To do so , I  have t r i e d  to  keep 

c o n s ta n t ly  i n  mind th e  th r e e  c a r d in a l  p r in c ip le s  o f good w r i t in g :  u n i ty ,  

co h eren ce , and em phasis. The words u sed  have been chosen to  convey th e  

" f r e ig h te d  th o u g h t;"  Numerous q u o ta tio n s  from and re fe re n c e s  to  th e  so u rc es  

have  been made i n  an e f f o r t  t o  in fu s e  a  sp ark  o f human v i t a l i t y  in to  th e  

d u ll  mass o f s t a t i s t i c s .  In fo rm a tio n  h as  been p re s e n te d  in  a  g rap h ic  form  

b ecau se  i t  i s  e a s ie r  t o  a s s im i la te .  The i l l u s t r a t i o n s  have been chosen to  

in s t r u c t  and t o  p le a s e .  T h is  n a r r a t iv e  does not c la im  t o  be a  monograph 

because  f u r th e r  work i s  re q u ire d  i n  b o th  th e  b ro ad e r and narrow er a s p e c ts .  

Dr. A. C. C o le 's  volume in  The H is to ry  of American L ife  S e r ie s  f o r  my pe­

r io d  and D r. P . I*. M o rto n 's  Economic and S o c ia l H is to ry  of V irg in ia  f o r  

t h e  p e r io d  and beyond a re  no t a v a i l a b le .  A c a r e f u l  s tu d y  o f each in d iv id ­

u a l  ro ad  d u rin g  th e  decade w i l l  have t o  be made, a l s o .

A f te r  an in tr o d u c to r y  background, th e  developm ent o f r a i l r o a d s  in  

V ir g in ia  from 1627 t o  1650, i s  t r a c e d .  Then th e  o rg a n iz a t io n , c o n s t r u c t io n ,  

a d m in is t r a t io n ,  and o p e ra t io n  o f V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d s  d u rin g  th e  s ix th  decade 

o f  t h e  I 9 th  cen tu ry  a re  d is c u s se d . S ch ed u les , r a t e s ,  and t r a f f i c  a re  t r e a t ­

ed n e x t .  Some r a i l r o a d  prob lem s and s o lu t io n s  of th e  tim e  a re  c o n s id e re d , 

a f t e r  whiph comes th e  c o n c lu s io n . An eppendix  has been added f o r  th o s e  who 

w ish  t o  fo llo w  in d iv id u a l  roads more c lo s e ly  th a n  i s  done in  th e  m ain body 

of t h i s  t h e s i s .

The members of my com m ittee a t th e  C o llege  of W illiam  and Mary 

have p la c e d  t h e i r  in p re s s  upon t h i s  t h e s i s .  P r o fe s s o r  R. L. M orton, th e  

chairm an , su g g ested  th e  s u b je c t ,  in tro d u c e d  me to  t h a t  g re a t  so u rc e , The
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Annual R ep o rts  of th e  Board o f P u b lic  Works to  th e  G enera l Assembly of V ir­

g in ia ,  and t o l d  me to  w atch  gauges. P r o f e s s o r  J .  T* E ck er, a lth o u g h  in  th e  

f i e l d  o f European H is to ry , re v e a le d  to  me th e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n n ec tio n  betw een 

econom ics and p o l i t i c s *  V is i t in g  p r o f e s s o r  P . S, F l ip p in ,  of Coker C o lle g e , 

gave me a  most u s a b le  o u t l i n e  o f American H is to ry  from  th e  War of 1812 to  

th e  War f o r  S outhern  Independence* Two o th e r  members o f th e  stanmer s e s s io n  

f a c u l t y  a t W illiam  and Mary, w h ile  n o t members of my com m ittee, have h e lp e d  

me, a lso *  V is i t in g  P r o fe s s o r  E* E* D ale , of th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma, 

brought me my f i r s t  t a s t e  o f s c i e n t i f i c  methods of h i s t o r i c a l  re sea rch *  

P r o fe s s o r  J ,  E* P a te ,  i n  h i s  q u ie t  way, c le a re d  vtp th e  q u e s tio n  o f "padding*1*

However, th e s e  w ere no t th e  on ly  s c h o la rs  who gave me t h e i r  valua**- 

fc te a id . P r o fe s s o r  S* C, M itc h e ll ,  of th e  U h iv e rs ity  of Richmond, r e s to r e d  

my c o n fid en ce  and encouraged me to  c a r ry  on* P ro fe s s o r  C* T. Goode, o f th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f Richmond, w ith  h i s  u su a l u rb a n i ty ,  showed me when th e  w aste  

b a sk e t was a  s tu d e n t , s  b e s t  f r ie n d .  P ro fe s s o r  R* C, Me Dan e l ,  of th e  U niver­

s i t y  of Richmond, a lth o u g h  n ev er my p r o f e s s o r ,  g ra c io u s ly  p la c e d  h i s  tim e 

and judgment a t  my d is p o s a l ,  g r e a t ly  t o  my b e n e f it*  P re s id e n t  H* G-* M oulton, 

o f th e  B rookings I n s t i t u t i o n ,  by h i s  tre a tm e n t of s t a t i s t i c a l  In fo rm a tio n  

I n  h i s  Jap an ; An Economic and F in a n c ia l  A p p ra isa l, e s ta b l is h e d  a  goal t o ­

wards which I  have s t r i v e n .  P ro fe s s o r  T, J ,  W ertenbaker, o f P r in c e to n  Uni­

v e r s i t y ,  w ith  h i s  c h a p te r ,  "The F a l l  L ine B lockade ,1* found in  h i s  N o rfo lk : 

H is to r ic  Southern  P o r t , fu rn ish e d  me w ith  a  c o n c re te  example of a  runn ing  

n a r r a t iv e  upon r a i l r o a d s ,

A s p i r i t  o f h e lp f u l  c o -o p e ra t io n  was m a n ife s ted  by th e  em ployees 

o f t h e  S ta t e .  Mr. W. L. H a l l ,  A s s is ta n t  L ib ra r ia n  a t  th e  V irg in ia  S ta te



L ib ra r y ,  c a l l e d  my a t t e n t io n  to  th e  r a r e  r a i l r o a d  docum ents in  t h e  S ta te  

L ib ra ry . Mies C. H. Jo h n sto n  and M iss D. Lambert w ere n ev er to o  busy to  

b r in g  me books from th e  s ta c k s .  M iss V* E . Jones lo o k ed  up a l l  m agazines 

o f t h i s  decade co n ta in ed  in  th e  S ta te  L ib rary*  Mr* J .  R. C. Brown, head 

of th e  p h o to s ta t  d ep a rtm en t, cou ld  n o t have shown g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  and 

ta k e n  more c a re  i n  re p ro d u c in g  th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  had th e y  been f o r  him­

s e l f .  Mr. K. W. A tk in so n , C le rk  o f  th e  S ta te  C o rp o ra tio n  Commission of 

V ir g in ia ,  p e rm itte d  me to  examine th e  J o u rn a ls  o f th e  Board of P u b l ic 

ggJCfcg«

The r a i l r o a d s  w ith  main o f f i c e s  lo c a te d  in  Richmond opened t h e i r  

p r iv a t e  a rc h iv e s  to  me* Mr. C. C* Mi c h i e ,  A ss is ta n t S e c re ta ry  to  th e  

P r e s id e n t  of th e  C* A O , ,  made a  p la c e  f o r  me in  h i s  o f f i c e  to  work i$on 

th e  Annual R eports  of th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l  R a ilro a d  to  th e  S to c k h o ld e rs .

Mr* L. L. M il le r ,  s p e c ia l  acco u n tan t f o r  th e  R* F . A P . ,  induced  Mr. D. K, 

K e llo g g , T re a s u re r  o f  th e  same r a i l r o a d ,  to  allow  me to  s tu d y  t h e i r  annu­

a l  r e p o r ts  f o r  my p e rio d *

My o b l ig a t io n  t o  th e  fo llo w in g  p e rso n s  i s  no t l e a s t  even i f  men­

t io n e d  l a s t .  Dr* D ouglass Freeman, E d i to r  o f th e  News-Leader, u n s e l f i s h ly  

g ra n te d  me p e rm iss io n  to  have reproduced  fo u r  p ic tu r e s  from h i s  p r iv a te  

c o l le c t io n *  Mr* C atesb y -Jo n es  showed me an o r ig in a l  p o r t r a i t  o f h i s  grand­

f a t h e r ,  Col* Edmund F o n ta in e , Mrs* A, B. F o th e r g i l l ,  g e n e a lo g is t ,  gave me 

access  to  h e r  v a lu a b le  f i l e s  o f V ir g in ia  H is to ry .

Any m e rit w hich t h i s  t h e s i s  may p o sse s  i s  due to  th e se  k in d  

f r i e n d s ;  i t s  f a u l t s  a re  mine alone*
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CHAPTER I*

IHTRODUCTORY BACKGROUND*

fj! V irg in ia ,  b e fo re  h e r  d is ru p t io n  i n  1862, was composed of fo u r

n a tu r a l  reg ions*  These w ere , T id ew a te r , from th e  A t la n t ic  c o a s t t o  

th e  f a l l  l i n e ;  P iedm ont, from  t id e w a te r  t o  th e  B lue R idge; th e  V a lle y , 

between th e  B lue Ridge and A llegheny M ountains; and th e  Trans**Allegheny, 

w est of th e  A llegheny M ountains* The map fa c in g  t h i s  page  g iv e s  rough­

l y  th e  b o u n d arie s  of th e  above geograph ic  d iv is io n s  of V irg in ia*  The 

E a s te rn  Shore i s  n o t in c lu d e d  on t h i s  map*

In  o rd e r  t o  show th a t  by 1850, V irg in ia  needed and had re s  > u 

so u rc e s  t o  c o n s tu c t a  v a s t  system  of r a i l r o a d s ,  t h e  t a b l e  found on th e  

n e x t page  h a s  been c o s p ile d  from U nited  S ta te s  Census Schedules on f i l e  

in  V irg in ia ,  The enum erated item s a re  g iv en  f o r  th e  census d i s t r i c t s  

of V ir g in ia  which co rrespond  to  th e  g eo g rap h ica l re g io n s . On th e  

w hole, th e  Piedmont and T rans-A llegheny  d iv is io n s  had g r e a te r  re so u rc e s  

th a n  T id ew a te r , w h ile  th o se  of th e  V a lley  were a t l e a s t  eq u a l to  th e  

former* G re a te r  p o t e n t i a l  re so u rce s  were w a itin g  to  be t t^ p e d  in  th e  

d i s t r i c t s  w est of T id ew a te r th a n  in  th e  l a t t e r .  W ith th e  need f o r  and 

re so u rc e s  t o  b u i ld  r a i l r o a d s  in to  t h i s  unopened t e r r i t o r y ,  th e re  r e ­

m ained o n ly  th e  w i l l  to  do so , as th e  a b i l i t y  had been proven  by th e  

c o n s tru c tio n  of th e  n o r th  and south  l i n e  of r a i l r o a d s  a lo n g  th e  f a l l  

l in e *
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TABLE I .

THETX850 UNITED STATES CENSUS FOR VIRGINIA*1

ENUMERATED ITEMS TIDEWATER

A cres lap  roved la n d  2467079
Acres unim proved la n d  2604882
Cash v a lu e  o f farm s 43563058
V alue arm im plem ents, mach. 1486433
No* teoraee 38530
No* ' s e s  ft m ules 1109 5
No* of m ilch  cows 60326
No* of w orking  oxen 35662
No* of o th e r  c a t t l e  104798
N o l aof d 6hi*y s  ?, t a k 148450
No* of swine 447823
V alue of l iv e s to c k  6410939
Bus*of wheat 1835063
B ug.of Rye 19239
Bug* o f In d ia n  corn  9890935
Bug.of o a ts  X72358I
Lbs* of r i c e  I7 I54
Lbs* o f  to b acco  51603919
No. 4001b* b a le s  g inned  c o tto n  3554 
Lbs* o f  wool 327389
Bus. o f p e a s  ft beans 354791
Bus. o f I r i s h  p o ta to e s  343335
Bus* of sweet p o ta to e s  1205587
Bus. of b a r le y  4172
Value o f o rc h a rd  p ro d u c ts  60984
Gals* o f w ine 1077
Value m arket garden  p ro d u c ts  148327
Bus. o f buckwheat 7520
Lbs* o f b u t t e r  1496646
Lbs. o f cheese  414X3
Tons o f hay 42081
Bus. o f c lo v e r  seed 103
Bus. o f o th e r  g ra s s  seed  636
Lbs. of hops 4056
Lbs. o f hemp 370
Lbs. o f f la x  41044
Bus, of f la x s e e d  2340
Lbs* of s i l k  cocoons 6
Lbs* of m aple su g a r • • *
GspLs. of m o lasses ••*
Lbs* of beeswax ft honey 76920
Value home-manuf a c tu re s  345600
Value an im als s la u g h te re d  f 921016

PIEDMONT VALLEY TRANS-ALLEGHENY

4347757 1580259 1965040
4045099 2X87689 6954536

72230951 51079875 49527721
2307261 1702702 1523366

83488 57933 92442
7551 669 1968

90518 53925 112850
37678 1623 14550

186298 129074 248967
333373 I892I2 639469
601349 244856 5358X5

10687546 6696850 9861324
4316753 3771555 1289245

105375 165765 I6855I
II695752 4X82234 9485398

36594II I3526I6 3443541

54286345 622246 290717
393 • * * s e e

72II99 520705 I29I472
1X8563 7255 40970
448985 200782 323831
471006 I I I I 3 125928

538 8407 123X9
34963 33000 48160
2553 II4X 642
9929 9014 15777

12770 42223 152385
3143091 2292286 4157356

II079X 93459 190629
56I7I I I 3809 157037
2558 I758I 9485
8027 6462 8303
4355 1561 1534
1576 1017 2703

226363 142669 590374
13884 6781 293X3

92 14 405
145 207780 10X9740
45 8190 32087

239710 142826 4 2 I3 I I
7784438 233465 792809
2632903 1272368 1676699

I* Documents of th e  House of R e p re se n ta tiv e s  of th e  G eneral Assembly of 
V ir g in ia ,  1852, No. 76. In  f u tu r e ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  as House Documents*
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TABLE I I .

UNITED STATES CENSUS TOTALS FOR VIRGINIA. I8 5 0 - I8 6 0 .2 

ENUMERATED ITEMS 1850 I860

A cres in?) roved  la n d  
A cres un inproved  la n d  
Cash v a lu e  o f farm s 
Value farm  im plem ents A mach.
No. of h o rse s  
No. of a s s e s  A m ules 
No. o f m ilch  cows 
No. o f w orking oxen 
No. o f  o th e r  c a t t l e  
No. of sheep 
No. of swine 
V alue o f l iv e s to c k  
Bus. o f w heat 
Bus. o f ry e  
Bus. of In d ia n  com  
Bus. o f o a ts  
Lbs. o f r i c e  
Lbs. o f to b acco
No. 4001b. b a le s  o f g inned  c o tto n
Lbs. of wool
Bus. of p e a s  A beans
Bus. o f I r i s h  p o ta to e s
Bus. o f sweet p o ta to e s
Bus. o f  b a r le y
Bus. of buckwheat
V alue o f o rc h a rd  p ro d u c ts
G a ls , o f w ine
V alue of m arket garden p ro d u c ts
Lbs.o&f b u t t e r
Lbs o f cheese
Tons o f hay
Bus. o f c lo v e r  seed
Bus. of o th e r  g ra s s  seed
Lbs. o f hops
Lbs. o f heap
L bs. of f l a x
Bus. of f la x s e e d
Lbs. of s i l k  cocoons
Lbs. of maple sugar
G als, of m olasses
Lbs. of beeswax A honey
V alue o f hom e-m anufactures
Value o f an im als  s la u g h te re d

10 ,360 ,135 11,437,821*
15 ,792 ,206 19,679,215*

216 ,401 ,605 371,761,661
7 ,021 ,762 9 ,3 9 2 ,2 9 6

273,393 287,579
21,483 41 ,015

3 ?7 ,6 I9 330,713
89,513 97,872

669,137 615,882
1 ,310 ,504 1 ,043 ,269
1 ,829 ,843 1 ,599 ,919

33,656,659 47 ,803 ,049
11,212,616 13 ,130 ,977

458,930 944,330
35 ,254,319 38,319,999
10,179,149 10,186,720

17,154 8 ,225
56 ,803,327 123,968,312

3,947 12,727
2 ,860 ,765 2 ,510,019

521,579 515,168
1,316 ,933 2 ,292 ,398
1,813 ,634 1 ,960 ,817

25,436 68,846
214,898 478,090
177,107 800,650

5,413 40,808
183,047 589,467

11,089,379 13,464,722
436,292 280,852
369,098 445,133

29,727 36,962
23,426 53,063
11,506 13,024

5,666 30,970
1 ,000 ,450 487,808

52,318 32,691
517 225

1,327 ,665 938,103
40,322 320,875

880,767 1,526 ,451
2,156 ,312 1 ,576 ,627
7,502,986 11 ,491,027

3 . I b i d . ,  f o r  1850 f ig u r e s .  T o ta ls  f o r  I860 a re  from , * S t a t i s t i c s  of 8 th  
C ensus, p .  339j th e  r e s t ,  A g r ic u ltu re , 8 th  Census, p p . 163-63.
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The c o a p a r is io n s  of th e  a g g re g a te  r e tu r n s  f o r  V irg in ia  o f th e  7 th  

and 8 th  Census o f t h e  U n ited  S ta te s  found  on th e  p re c e d in g  page and below 

p o r t r a y  th e  developm ent of V i r g in i a 's  n a tu r a l  r e s o u rc e s ,  and th e  grow th of 

h e r  w e a lth  and p o p u la t io n  d u rin g  th e  decade* T h is  grow th and developm ent 

was a t  once a  cause  and r e s u l t  of th e  r a i l r o a d  expansion* A ll  ite m s  in  th e  

t a b l e s  headed v a lu e  a re  s t r e s s e d  i n  d o lla rs *

TABLE I I I*
3

CONTINUANCE OP U. S* CENSUS TOTALS FOR VIRGINIA* 1850-1860*

ENUMERATED ITEMS 1850 I860

V alue of c o a l mined 467,408 798,138
V alue of m anufactu red  r a i l r o a d  i ro n 565,334 1 ,666 ,885
Value of r e a l  A p e r s o n a l  e s t a t e 381,376,660* 11^083,184,674#
No. of sq u are  m ile s 61,352 61,352
No* of w h ite  p eo p le 894,800 1 ,047,299
T o ta l p o p u la t io n 1,421 ,661 1 ,596 ,318
No* of p e rso n s  p e r  sq u are  m ile 23*17 26
No* of d w e llin g s 165,815 207,305
Average no* o f occupant a 5*72 5 .:
P e r  c e n t of d ea th s 1*36
No* o f b o ile r-m a k e rs 59 73
No* of b u i ld e r s 15 • •
No* o f b rid g e* -b u ild e rs » % 13
No* of B rokers 15 41
No* of c a rp e n te r s 8 ,038 9,482
No* of e n g in e e rs 427 •  • e

No* of c i v i l  ft m echan ical e n g in ee rs •  e ♦ 685
No* of c o n tr a c to r s 162 92
No* o f draughtsm en 38 7
No. of masons 2,216 941
No* o f r a i l r o a d  men 91 1,583
No. of su rv ey o rs 18 75
No* of te le g r a p h  o p e ra to rs 27 54

*True v a lu e  eq u a led  $430,701,082* #The v a lu e  o f r e a l  e s t a t e  was
$494,898 ,327  and th a t  of p e rso n a l p ro p e r ty  $588 ,386 ,351 .

3. C o lle c te d  and a rran g ed  from f ig u r e s  found in  th e  Seventh  Census o f th e  
U n ited  S ta te s ,  A b s tra c t o f th e  7 th  C ensus, E igh th  Census of th e  U n ited  
S ta t e s ,  P o p u la tio n , Ib id * ,  M anufae tu res, S t a t i s t i c s  of th e  8 th  Census*
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TABLE IV.
4

INCREASE IN POPULATION IN VIRGINIA’ S RAILROAD CENTERS DURING DECADE. 1850-60. 

NAME OP CENTER T O T A L -1850-WHITES TOTAL-1860-WHITES PER-CENT INCREASE

A le x an d ria  8 ,734 6 ,390  12 ,654 9 ,851 45
Lynchburg 8,071 4 ,102 6 ,8 5 3  3,802 -1 5
N orfo lk  14,326 9 ,075 14 ,620  10 ,290  2
P e te rs b u rg  14 ,010 6 ,665 18,266 9 ,342  30
Richmond 27,570 15,274 37,910 23 ,635  38

The s l i g h t  adv an tag e  of Richmond o v e r P e te rs b u rg  in  th e  m a tte r  of 

th e  r a t e  of in c re a s e  ta k e s  on a d d i t io n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  view o f th e  c o lo r f u l  

c o n t r o v e r s y  p f th e  tim e  betw een "B ig Richmond" and " L i t t l e  P e te rs b u rg ."

Even though  N o rfo lk ’ s  r a t e  of in c re a s e  was low , s t i l l  when th e  bad e f f e c t s  

o f  th e  " f a l l  l i n e  b lockade" and th e  18S& .yellow  f e v e r  © pldsm iG are re ? a i le d .,  I t  

was a  wonder t h a t  h e r  p o p u la t io n  grew a t  a l l .  Due to  th e  ia p e tu s  o f r a i l ­

ro ad  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  1850, th e  p o p u la tio n  of A le x an d ria , w hich had rem ained 

p r a c t i c a l l y  s ta t io n a r y  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  r a p id ly  in c re a s e d . Among th e  a -  

bove r a i l r o a d  c e n te r s ,  Lynchburg was th e  only  one t h a t  ex p erien ced  a  de­

c re a se  i n  p o p u la t io n , and t h i s  was a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  

1850, she was crowded w ith  V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro a d  w orkers who 

moved on e a r ly  i n  th e  decade .

The fo reg o in g  in fo rm a tio n  p ro v es  th a t  V irg in ia  needed more r a i l ­

ro ad s  t o  m arket h e r  a g r i c u l tu r a l  and o th e r  p ro d u c ts ,  t h a t  V irg in ia  had 

s u f f i c i e n t  re so u rc e s  t o  c a r ry  th e  szqpensive burden of r a i l r o a d  c o n s tr u c t io n ,  

and th e  n e x t c h a p te r  w i l l  p ro v e  beyond a  shadow of a  doubt t h a t  V ir g in ia  

p o s se s se d  a b i l i t y  to  c o n s tr u c t  and m a in ta in  a  g r e a te r  system  of r a i l r o a d s  

th a n  she en joyed  in  1850. But was th e r e  a  d r iv in g  u rg e  to  imp e l  V irg in ia  

onward w ith  h e r  r a i l r o a d  expansion? The answ er i s  e m p h a tic a lly  y e s .

4 . Seventh Census of th e  U. s . ,  p . 258. P o p u la tio n , 8 th  Census, pp. 518-19.
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FIGURE I*

VIRGINIA* S POPULATION RANK ACCORDING- TO RETURNS OP U* S , CENSUS. 1790-1860.
5
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As a  la r g e  p o p u la t io n  i s  one of th e  g r e a te s t  a s s e t s  t h a t  a  c o u n try ,

s t a t e ,  co u n ty , o r  c i t y  may p o s s e s s , V irg in ia n s  were w o rried , and j u s t l y  so , 

about b e in g  su rp a ssed  in  t h i s  re s p e c t by bo th  o ld  and new s ta te s *  AAnd when 

th e  new s t a t e  was O hio , an o f f s p r in g ,  th e  f e e l in g  o f concern was in c reased *  

Not o n ly  had V irg in ia  s u f f e r e d  th e  lo s s  of le a d e rs h ip  in  p o p u la tio n , but h e r  

commerce had shrunk to  a  shadow of i t s  norm al volume* W hile th e  a c tu a l  im- 

p o r t s  of V ir g in ia  amounted to  $241,935, h e r  qu o ta  acco rd in g  to  th e  1850 Cen­

sus of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  was $ 1 0 ,538 ,376 . Out of 20,200 v e s s e ls  e n te r in g  

th e  U nited  S ta te s  in  1850, only 146 e n te re d  V irg in ia  and t h i s  number was 

n o t q u i te  o n e - te n th  of h e r  share* Commenting upon t h i s  d e p lo ra b le  s i t u a ­

t i o n ,  th e  Richmond Whig and P u b lic  A d v e r tis e r  of J u ly  33, 1850, a » k ed ini s  

i t  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h ig h ly  im p o rtan t t h a t  th e  p eo p le  sho u ld  be awakened as

5* Seventh Census of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  p .  IX* and Jen n in g s , W* W. , H is­
to r y  of Economic P ro g re s s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  p» 215, H en cefo rth  r e ­
f e r r e d  to  as  Jen n in g s .

6* Richmond Whig and P u b lic  A d v e r tis e r , J u ly  23, 1850, sem i-w eekly e d i t io n ,  
w hich in  fu tu r e  w i l l  be quoted a s  Whig.
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t o  t h e i r  t r u e  i n t e r e s t  a , and urged  to  ta k e  in c ip ie n t  s te p s  t o  remove t h e i r  

7
c o n d it io n ? ” The W heeling I n te l l i g e n c e r  p o in te d  ou t t h a t  ’N orfo lk  would 

have been second t o  no p o r t  on th e  seaboard  i f  V irg in ia  had reached  th e

G reat V a lley  (M is s .)* 9 V irg in ian s ., to  be s u re , d id  no t know th a t  th e y  

would have to  w a it u n t i l  th e  second decade in  th e  2 0 th  cen tu ry  b e fo re  an­

o th e r  one of them would become P re s id e n t  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  and hence 

acc e p ted  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rs h ip  i n  th e  N ation  a t  i t s  fa c e  v a lu e .

That V irg in ia n s  f e l t  th e  u rge  f o r  r a i l r o a d  expan sio n , th e r e  can 

be no q u e s tio n .

T here  i s  no eq u al sphere  of t e r r i t o r y  on th e  American Con^ 
tinentjW hlehhppeseesegfeom any and such g r e a t  g e o g ra p h ic a l, 
m in e ra l, a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  com m ercial, and m an ufactu ring  ad­
v a n ta g e s . N atu re  has been p ro d ig a l  in  h e r  f a v o r s ; -  m an ,in  
h i s  sp a th y  a lo n e , has m arred h e r  p ro g re s s  and clouded h e r  
p ro sp e c ts*  We need  commerce, m an u fac tu res , a g r ic u l tu r e ,  
a s  th e  means of ou r advancem ent. 9

A gain:

V irg in ia ,  th e  m other of P r e s id e n ts  and th e  b i r th - p la c e  of 
p a t r i o t s  and s ta tesm en - V irg in ia ,  th e  g re a t Commonwealth 
known in  h e r  palm y days as th e  ’Old Dom inion,9 r i s in g  from 
th e  slough of in a c t io n ,  and ro u s in g  h e r lo n g  dormant e n e r-  
g ie s ,  i s  p la n n in g  and p ro s e c u tin g  a  system  of i n t e r n a l  im- 
provem ents t h a t  w i l l  open w este rn  o u t le t s  t o  h e r  t id e -w a te r  
tow ns and b u i ld  up a  commerce f o r  h e r  sh ip p in g  p o r t s . . . . . .
i t  on ly  r e q u ir e s  th e  developm ent of h e r n a tu r a l  re so u rc e s  
and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  In la n d  t r a d e  to  p o p u la te  h e r  la rg e  t e r ­
r i t o r y ,  and g iv e  to  h e r  i n  th e  commercial h is to r y  of th e  
c o u n try , th e  same rank  t h a t  h e r  i l l u s t r i o u s  sons won f o r  
h e r  in  i t s  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  a n n a ls . 10

M oreover:

W hile h e r  ju n io r  s i s t e r s  had rushed  on th e  road  to  honor

7 . Ib id .
8 . I b i d . ,  Jan . 28 , 1853
9 . I b i d . ,  Nov. 12, 1852
10. I b i d . ,  March 29, 1853, from pam phlet " P h ila d e lp h ia  A th e  W estern R a il­

ro ad  c o n n e c tio n s ."
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and p r o s p e r i ty ,  she had been c o n te n t to  r e c l i n e  qpcn th e  p a s t  
and recommend th e  R e so lu tio n s  o f *98 a s  th e  g ran d  p an acea  of 
ev ery  p o l i t i c a l  in f i rm ity *  He (Mr. G* V. Summers) t r u s t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  r e v o lu t io n  was b u t th e  e n te r in g  wedge to  a  s t i l l  
g r e a te r  r e v o lu t io n — nay t h a t  a  new e r a  had a lre a d y  dawned up­
on us* Ke f e l t  t h a t  th e  age o f a b s t r a c t io n s  had p a sse d  and 
th a t  now o u r m ountains w ere t o  be disem boweled o f t h e i r  e x h a u s t-  
l e s s  t r e a s u r e s ,  and every  v a le  and g le n  to  resound  w ith  th e
sound of t h e  loom and t i l t  hammer He announced h im se lf as
a  r i g i d  u t i l i t a r i a n  and s a id  t h a t  a  m ile  o f R a ilro a d  was w orth  
a  l i b r a r y  of a b s t r a c t io n s ,  I I

Fu therm ore:

T hat t h e  main so u rce  o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  inprovm ent r e s t s  i n  th e  
inducem ent to  p ro d u c e , g u a ra n te e d  by th e  c e r t a in ty  of f a i r  
p r i c e s  and c e r t a i n  s a l e ,  t h e r e  can be no doubt* In  th e  absence 
of t h i s  inducem ent, th e  fa rm e r o r  p l a n t e r  w i l l  n e i th e r  in c u r  
th e  expense n o r  t h e  t r o u b le  of e x te n s iv e  la b o r io u s  lap  ro v e - 
m ente. Superadd, however, th e  c e r ta in  means of a  su re  and 
speedy access  to  m ark e t, and a  g u a ran tee  of a  p r o f i t a b l e  s a le  
i n  th e  m ark e t, and th e r e  i s  a t  once added th e  h ig h e s t  induce­
ment to  imp ro v e , even a t  heavy c o s t ,  every  fo o t  of a ra b le  s o il*  
T h is ,  a t  once, b r in g s  to  n o t ic e  th e  n e c e s s i ty  of th e  most ex­
ten d ed  system  of i n t e r n a l  im p ro v em e n ts ,u n til th e  f a c i l i t i e s  of 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a re  adequate  to  th e  w ants of th e  p ro d u c e rs* , , . ,  
In d eed , th e  R ailw ay , C anal, F lank  Road, MacAdamized T urnp ike , 
a re  e s s e n t i a l  in g r e d ie n ts  i n  th e  system  of a g r ic u l tu r e -  we had 
alm ost s a id  a s  e s s e n t i a l  a s  manure and ju d ic io u s  t i l l a g e ;  f o r  
no one w i l l  expend money i n  th e  improvement of h is  la n d , u n le s s  
he re g a rd s  th e  Investm en t a s  a  s a f e  and p r o f i t a b l e  one. 12

F in a l ly :

Thus we see  t h a t  V irg in ia  i s ,  o r  soon w i l l  b e , iro n -b o u n d  by 
h e r  m a g n ific e n t n e t-w ork  of ra ilw ay s*  When th e s e  g re a t  works 
s h a l l  have been f in i s h e d  and in  s u c c e s s fu l  o p e ra t io n , a  new 
e r a  of com m ercial su ccess  and renown w i l l  have commenced in  V ir­
g in ia*  W ith us th e r e  w i l l  of hen be ®no n o r th ,  no so u th , no e a s t ,  
no w est** Then we w i l l  be one p e o p le , in t e r l a c e d  w ith  r ib s  of 
i r o n ,  bound by t i e s  of c o r d ia l  a f f e c t io n ,  hav ing  one common p u r ­
p o s e , e n jo y in g  a  common b u t abundant p r o s p e r i ty ,  and g lo ry in g  in  
a  common b u t e t e r n a l  f a m e * . , . .  We may th e n  lo o k  forw ard  to  a  f r e e ­
dom from th e  v a s s a la g e  t o  w hich we have been so long  s u b je c te d ; 
and t h a t  d i r e c t  t r a d e  w hich we have been seek ing  w ith  fo r e ig n  
p o r t s ,  and w hich m il l io n s  m ight n o t f o r c e ,  w i l l  come unbidden

II*  I b i d . ,  Nov, 14, 1851, e x t r a c ts  from campaign speech  a t  C h r is tia n sb u g  o f 
G* W* Summers, made w h ile  he was ru n n in g  f o r  Governor*

12* Ib id * , Nov* 9 , 1852, an e d i to r ia l*
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to  o u r doors,, o f f e r in g  to  s e l l  and buy* 13

So much f o r  th e  u rge  to  b u i ld  r a i l r o a d s  " f o r  th e  puxpose of 

re v iv in g  th e  s le e p in g  e n e rg ie s  of o u r  s t a t e ,  e n r ic h in g  o u r p e o p le  and 

b in d in g  them p erm an en tly  t o  th e  homes of t h e i r  n a t i v i t y ,  and of i n v i t ­

in g  in to  and th ro u g h  o u r t e r r i t o r y  th e  t r a d e  and t r a v e l  of th e  G reat
14

West and S outhw est*"! B efo re  d is c u s s in g  th e  r a i l r o a d  a c t i v i t y  of th e  

f i f t i e s ,  we w i l l  t r a c e  th e  developm ent o f V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d s  p r i o r  to  

th a t  tim e*

13* P res*  Arch’ d Graham of th e  V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic  Works ,  whose i n t r o ­
d u c tio n  to  th e  1853**54 Annual R ep o rts  to  th e  G enera l Assembly c o n ta in s  
th e s e  s e n tim e n ts .o n  p ag es  XX-XXI0 

14* S.H. P a rk e r , P re s , p ro  tem  of th e  V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic  Works, on
page I I I  of h i s  In tr o d u c t io n  to  th e  1852 Annual R eport t o  th e  G eneral 
Assembly n e a t ly  sum m arises th e  o b je c t iv e s  of r a i l r o a d  a c t i v i t y  in  V irg in ia .
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CHAPTER I I .

DEVELOPMENT OF RAILROADS IB VIRGINIA FROM !8 2 fiT 0  I860 .

The f i r s t  r a i l r o a d s  i n  th e  U nited  S ta te s  w ere sm all e n te r p r i s e s .

One of them , th e  Quincy R a ilro a d  in  M assach u se tts , was c h a r te re d  March 4 ,
I  2

1626, and opened th e  same y e a r .  T h is  road  ran f o r  a  d is ta n c e  of th r e e
g

m ile s  from a  s to n e  q u a rry  t o  th e  Neponset r i v e r ,  and had a  h o rse  t r a c k .  

The r a i l s  w ere oak s c a n t l in g s  two in c h e s  th ic k  and fo u r  w ide fa s te n e d  to  

wooden s le e p e r s .  On t h i s  s c a n t l in g  a  b a r  of r o l l e d  i r o n  f iv e - s ix te e n th s  

o f  an in c h  th i c k  and two and o n e -h a lf  in c h es  wide was l a i d ,  and th e  c a r s
4-

w ere p la c e d  upon t h i s  rude  t r a c k ."  G ra v ity  and h o rse-pow er took  th e  

lo ad ed  c a r s  down and a  s ta t io n a r y  eng ine  was used to  b r in g  th e  empty c a r s  

and h o rse s  back to  th e  q u a rry . The "Q uincy11 i s  d is t in g u is h e d  no t o n ly  f o r
5

i t s  age b u t f o r  i t s  u se  i n  h a u lin g  s to n e  f o r  th e  Bunker H i l l  Monument. 

A nother one , th e  Hauch Chunk R a ilro a d  i n  P e n n sy lv an ia , was com pleted non 

th e  S a tu rd ay  b e fo re  May 17 , 1827," h av in g  been c o n s tru c te d  in  two months 

and th r e e  days from i t s  commencement, w ith  c o n s tru c tio n  and m otive power 

s im i la r  to  th e  Quincy r a i l r o a d ,  and was u sed  to  t r a n s p o r t  co a l from  th e  

m ines to  th e  Lehigh r i v e r .  Both of th e s e  ra ilw a y s  w ere lo c a l  and p r iv a te  

in  c h a r a c te r ,  b e in g  c o n s tu c te d  and o p e ra te d  by t h e i r  p r o p r ie to r s  sim ply as 

la b o r  sav in g  d e v ice s .

1 . H un t’s M erchan ts1 M agazine, XXVI, p .  638
2 . Je n n in g s , p .  325
3. C rouse, p .  119. W ith th e  b e l ie f  t h a t  " h i s to r ia n s  have tak en  th em selv es  

to o  s e r io u s ly " ,  Mr. C rouse has w r i t t e n  h i s  "Mr. C u r r ie r  and Mr. Ives** 
w ith o u t a d u l l  l i n e ;  h is  c h a p te r  "Casey Jo n e s9 P ro fe s s io n "  i s  h ig h ly  
i n s t r u c t i v e  as w e ll a s  i n t e r e s t i n g .

4 . American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXX, p . 572
5. J e n n in g s , p .  325
6 . Op. C i t . ,  p .  573
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The f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  o f any c o n s id e ra b le  

im p o rtan ce  was t h e  B a ltim o re  and Ohio R a ilro a d  c h a r te re d  by th e  S ta te

e f  M aryland on F eb ruary  28, 1827, and on J u ly  4 , 1828, a  " F i r s t  S tone" 

was l a i d  i n  a  f i e l d  n e a r  th e  re s id e n c e  o f James C a r r o l l  on th e  w e s te r ly  

edge o f th e  c i t y  of B altim ore*  The South C a ro lin a  was th e  n ex t r a i l r o a d  

of n a t io n a l  im portance  because  i t  was p lan n ed  from  th e  beg in n in g  to  use 

loco m o tiv es  and i t s  "B est F rien d "  was c e r t a in ly  t h e  f i r s t  steam  eng ine  

to  run  re g i& a rly  on a  r a i l r o a d  in  A m erica. A lthough c h a r te re d  and begun 

a f t e r  th e  B altim ore  and O hio, th e  South C a ro lin a  was th e  f i r s t  o f th e s e
7

two r a i l r o a d s  completed* '

On March 8 , 1827, th e  G eneral Assembly of V irg in ia  confirm ed 

th e  c h a r te r  g ra n te d  to  th e  B altim ore  and Ohio R a ilro a d  Coup any by th e  

L e g is la tu re  of M aryland w ith  c e r ta in  r e s t r i c t io n s *  These were " th a t  th e  

s a id  conpany should  no t make o r  a u th o r iz e  to  be made any l a t e r a l  road o r  

ro ad s  w ith in  th e  t e r r i t o r y  of V irg in ia ,  w ithou t th e  consent of t h i s  leg*  

i s l a t u r e ;  t h a t  th e  s a id  road  should no t s t r i k e  th e  Ohio a t  a  p o in t low er 

th a n  th e  mouth of th e  L i t t l e  Kanawha on s a id  r i v e r ; "  and th a t  i n  th e  

m a tte r  o f o b ta in in g  a  r ig h t  to  la n d s , b u ild in g s , and c o n s tru c tio n  m a te ri*  

a l s ,  th e  B altim ore  and Ohio R ailro ad  Company should  p roceed  in  th e  same 

m anner ae was p re s c r ib e d  in  th e  7 th , 8 th ,  9 th , 1 0 th , and I2 th  s e c t io n s  

o f "An ac t p r e s c r ib in g  c e r t a in  g e n e ra l r e g u la t io n s  f o r  th e  in c o rp o ra tio n  

o f turzqpike com panies," p a sse d  February  7, 18X7; w h ile  any in ju r y  done in  

V ir g in ia  t o  th e  s a id  road o r  p ro p e r ty  was to  be pun ished  acco rd in g  t o  th e

7* American R a ilro ad  J o u rn a l ,  XXX, pp*572*73. F o r f u l l ,  m odem ,and 
s c h o la r ly  accoun ts of th e s e  g re a t r a i l r o a d s  see H u n g erfo rd 's  "S to ry  
of th e  B altim ore  and Ohio R ailro ad "  and D e rr ic k ’s "C en ten n ia l H is­
t o r y  of South C a ro lin a  R ailro ad ^"  The "C atalogue of th e  C entenary  
E x h ib it io n  of th e  B altim o re  and Ohio R a il Road" w i l l  more th a n  repay  
a  c a r e f u l  exam ination*
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a
law s in  fo rc e  in  V ir g in ia  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e . Thus was in a u g e ra te d  

th e  ra ilw ay  age in  th e  Old Dominion.

The f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  of t h i s  new e r a ,  e n t i r e l y  w ith in  V irg in ia^w as 

th e  C h e s te r f ie ld .  In c o rp o ra te d  by th e  L e g is la tu re  of V irg in ia  on F eb ruary  

2 7 , 1828, th e  C h e s te r f ie ld  R a ilro a d  Company was t o  c o n s tru c t a  road from 

t id e - w a te r ,  o p p o s ite  R o c k e tts , t o  th e  F a l l in g  Creek Coal P i t s ,  a  d is ta n c e  

o f about 13 m ile s ,  w ith  t h e  id e a  o f c a r ry in g  and c h a s te n in g  th e  t r a n s p o r ­

t a t i o n  o f t h e  c o a l o f t h a t  s e c t io n .  ” T h is  pu rpose  was most e f f e c tu a l ly  

and s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  accom plished , th e  c o s t  b e in g  reduced  from  e ig h t and t e n  

c e n ts  a  b u sh e l when p re v io u s ly  wagoned to  R o ck e tts , and sometimes even 

more, t o  r a t e s  v a ry in g  from  $1.25 t o  $ 2 .2 5 (acco rd in g  to  d is ta n c e )  p e r  c a r
Q

of 75 b u sh e ls .* 1 A C a p i ta l  g tock  o f $100,000 a t  $100 a  sh are  was au thor*  

is e d .  W hile eq u a l p r iv i l e g e s  were ex tended  to  a l l  e n t i t l e d  to  u se  th e  

road  and th e  c h a r te r  was based  on th e  g e n e ra l tu rn p ik e  a c t  o f 1817, power 

o v e r  th e  company was re s e rv e d  to  th e  L e g is la tu re .* ^  At th e  nex t s e s s io n  

of t h e  G eneral Assembly of V irg in ia ^ th e  C a p ita l  £ to ck  was in c re a se d  to
, i i  12
$150,000. The C h e s te r f ie ld  was opened i n  1681, w ith  a  t r a c k  c o n s is t in g  

of a  l i g h t  f l a t  b a r  r a i l  l a i d  tpon  co n tin u o u s  wooden s le e p e r s ,  p la c e d  upon 

wooden c ro s s  p ie c e s .  F o r two decad es, i t  f i l l e d  a  u s e fu l  p la c e  in  th e  

scheme of V irg in ia  i n t e r n a l  im provem ents, bu t i n  1850, was " e n t i r e ly  s u ­

p e rsed ed  by th a t  p a r t  of th e  Richmond and D an v ille  ro ad  a lre a d y  c o n s tru c t­

e d , and i t s  C o i t a l  s to c k  o f $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,Wohld in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i ty  be re n d e red

8 . Va. A c ts , 1825-27, pp?77-84
9 . Annual re p o rts  o f th e  Board of P u b lic  Works t o  th e  G eneral Assembly of 

V ir g in ia ,  1650, p . *19; h e n c e fo rth  quoted  as Va. Board of P u b lic  Works.
10. Op. C i t . ,  1827-28, p p . 59-65
11. I b i d . ,  1829-30, p p . 68-70
12. J e n n in g s , p .  326
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v a lu e le s s  t o  th e  p re s e n t  h o ld e rs .  A r a i l r o a d  whose m otive  power c o n s i s t s

of h o rs e s  and m ules cannot conpete  w ith  one o p e ra te d  by steam , on account
13of th e  g r e a te r  com parative  expense in c u r re d  in  keep ing  i t  t $ . n A f te r

th e  m eeting  of i t s  s to c k h o ld e rs  h e ld  on November 22, 1850, a t  th e  Exchange 

14Bank i n  Richmond, an ad v ertisem en t was run i n  th e  American R a ilro a d  Jour*  

n a l  f o r  1351, announcing th e  d isc o n tin u a n c e  of i t s  b u s in e ss  and th e  s a le  

a t  p u b l ic  a u c tio n  of a l l  p e rs o n a l and r e a l  e s t a t e .  S p e c ia l s t r e s s  was 

p la c e d  upon r a i l r o a d  i r o n .  A s u c c e s s fu l ,  d iv id en d  p ay in g  coig>aay, th e  

Chest e r f  i e l d ,  was fo rc e d  o u t of b u s in e s s  by th e  Richmond and D a n v ille , a
15s t r u g g l in g  concern  of th e  new r a i l r o a d  p e r io d  r e c e n t ly  opened in  V irg in ia .

The P e te rs b u rg  and Roanoke R a ilro a d  Oospany was c h a r te re d  on 

F eb ru ary  10, 1830, t o  c o n s tr u c t  a  r a i l r o a d  from P e te rs b u rg  to  some convex** 

l e n t  p o in t  on th e  N orth C a ro lin a  l i n e .  Four th o u san d  sh a re s  o f s to ck  a t 

$100 a  sh a re  w ere a u th o r is e d  and th e  coup any was g iv en  p e rm iss io n  to  o r ­

g a n is e  on a  s u b s r ip t io n  o f 2 ,000 s h a re s ,  a t  which tim e  a  p re s id e n t  and 

f iv e  d i r e c t o r s , , hav ing  th e  u su a l r i g h t s  and p o w ers ,,w ere  to  be e le c te d  by 

th e  s to c k h o ld e rs . W hile th e  ro ad  and equipment w ere exempted from ta x a t io n ,  

i t s  c h a r te r  co u ld  be amended. The comp any was bound to  t r a n s p o r t  merchan­

d is e  a s  soon a s  a  te n  m ile  s e c tio n  was c o l l a t e d ,  a t  a  r a t e  n o t exceed ing  

12? c e n ts  p e r  to n  p e r  m ile .  A fte r  th e  com pletion  of th e  ro ad , th e  maximum 

r a t e  a llow ed  was $8 a  to n  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  o v e r th e  whole le n g th  of th e  

ro a d  u n t i l  t h e  n e t  p r o f i t s  equaled  th e  c o i t a l  s to ck  p lu s  6$ i n t e r e s t  th e r e ­

on , a t  w hich tim e  th e  r a t e s  charged  became su b je c t to  c o n tro l  by th e  Board

13. Va* Board of P u b lic  Works, 1850, p .  *19
14. Whig, O ct. 25, 1850
15. I b i d . ,  A p ril 30, 1852, Thh^rem aining a s s e t s ,  two d o l la r s  and f o r ty  c e n ts ,  

w ere p a y ab le  on demand a t  th e  Exchange Bank of V irg in ia .



of B u b lie  Works. No r e s t r i c t i o n s  w ere p la c e d  upon th e  r a t e  of d iv idends*  

The road  o u s t he commenced by two y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  g ra n t in g  of i t s  c h a r te r
16and c o u p le te d  w ith in  te n  years*  The road  was opened by December, 1632, 

a s  N i l e s 1 R e g is te r  d u rin g  th a t  month s a id  t h a t  t h e  P e te rs b u rg  and Roanoke 

' i s  now t r a v e le d  t h i r t y  m ile s ,  and t h a t  d is ta n c e  was made a  few days s in c e

by th e  Locomotive Roanoke, w ith  a  t r a i n  o f c a r s  n i n  one ho u r and fo r ty *

17f i v e  m in u te s* '

In  th e  m eantim e, th e  Board o f P u b lic  Works was a u th o riz e d  to  *

s u b s c r ib e  f o r  tw o - f i f th s  of th e  C a p ita l  i to c k  when t h r e e - f i f t h s  had been

su b sc rib e d  by  o th e r s  th a n  th e  S ta te  and o n e -fo u r th  of t h i s  amount a c tu a l ly

p a id  in to  t h e  hands o f t h e  coup a n y 's  t r e a s u r e r *  T h is  gave th e  S ta te  two
18members on th e  b o ard  of d i r e c to r s  and a  sh a re  in  th e  d ividends* in  1849

th e  S ta te  ap p o in ted  i t s  l a s t  two d i r e c to r s  to  th e  board  and in  1650, had

"no i n t e r e s t  a s  a  s to c k h o ld e r"  because o f th e  t r a n s f e r  o f i t s  s to c k , as-

m ounting t o  $323,500, to  th e  Common H a ll o f P e te rs b u rg , where i t  was to
19be e p p lie d  t o  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  of th e  S o u th sid e  r a i l r o a d .

The t a b l e  on th e  nex t page g iv e s  th e  d a te  of th e  d iv id en d s  o f

th e  P e te rs b u rg  and Roanoke R a ilro a d  Company, b eg in n in g  w ith  th e  f i r s t  one

d e c la re d  and ending  w ith  th e  l a s t  one i n  1849, w ith  th e  number of s h a re s ,  

th e  r a t e ,  and th e  amount. The rea so n s  f o r  th e  gaps of non-payment a re  

g iv e n  i n  th e  p ro p e r  p la c e s  i n  th e  ta b le *  I t  i s  w e ll to  b e a r  in  mind th a t

th e  road  was f i r s t  l a i d  w ith  a  h a l f - in c h  f l a t  r a i l*

16* Va* A c ts , 1829-30, p p . 59-68
17. Op* C it* ,  XXX, p . 573
18. O p .  C it* ,  1831-32, p p .  163-65
19* Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1849, p p . 13-14; 1850, p* 15.
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TABLE V.

DIVIBEHDS OF THE PETERSBURG RAILROAD CO, 1835-49,

DATE HO, SHARES RATE IN $ AMOUNT

Nov, I 1835 6025 5 $30 ,125 .00
May I , 1836 6055 5 30,275,00
Nov, I 1836 n 5 30,275.00

P a n ic o f 1837
June I 1638 6055 4 24 ,220 ,00
Nov, I 1836 ti 21 ,192 .50
June I 1839 e 3 t 21 ,192 .50
Dec, I 1839 tt 3 18 ,165 ,00
June X 1840 n 3 18 ,165 .00
June I 1841 H 4 24,220 ,00
Dec, I 1841 M 3 18,165 .00

R elay in g  t r a c k  w ith  f  in c h  f l a t r a i l
J u ly  I 1844 7690 I f 11 ,535 ,00
Ja n . I 1645 n l£ 11,535.00
J u ly  I 1845 ti 2 15,380 .00
Ja n , I 1846 tt 3 23 ,070 .00
JtflLy I 1846 ti 3 23,070 .00
Ja n , I 1847 n 3 23 ,070 ,00
Ju ly  I 1847 It: 3s* 26 ,915 .00
J a n , I 1848 H 3s* 26 ,915 .00
J u ly  I 1848 It 3# 26 ,915 .00
J a n , I 1849 It 3 s 26 ,915 .00
JU ly I 1849 It 4 30 ,760 .00

I t  w i l l  be seen  from  th e  above ta b le  t h a t  P e te rsb u rg  s to ck  was a  good in ­

v e s tm en t, e s p e c ia l ly  so , when one c o n s id e rs  th e  sharp  c o n ^ e ti t io h  betw eeh t h i a  

company and th e  P ortsm outh  and Roanoke, in  w hich th e  l a t t e r  r a i l r o a d  l o s t  

th e  th ro u g h  b u s in e s s , fo rm erly  en joyed ,

21The W in ch ester and Potomac R a ilro a d  Company was c h a r te r e d  on

20, I b i d , ,  1859, p ,  571
21, Dr, R ,L, Morton i n  h i s  "H is to ry  of V ir g in ia  s in c e  16611* Stakes th e  f o l ­

low ing  ©©sheeted s ta te m e n ts  on page 356 ,which a re  m is le a d in g ? " V irg in ia  
is s u e d  on March 8, 1627, h e r  f i r s t  c h a r t e r  t o  a  r a i l r o a d .  P e rm iss io n  
was g iv en  f o r  th e  b u i ld in g  of t h e  th ir ty ^ tw o  m ile  W inchester and Potom ac 
R a ilro a d  from  W in ch es te r t o  H arpers  F e r r y ,  where co n n ec tio n  was made 
w ith  t h e  B altim o re  and Ohio R a ilro a d , * Dr, C .E , M acG illvs c la im  t h a t  th e  
S tau n to n  and Potomac R a ilro a d  was th e  f i r s t  c h a r te r e d  in  V irg in ia  i s  
in c o r r e c t  and u n su s ta in e d  by th e  Va, A c ts , and i s  found on page 4 5 7 ,of 
h e r  "H is to ry  of T ra n sp o r ta tio n  i n  th e  U nited  S ta te s  b e fo re  I8 6 0 ,"



A p r i l  8 , 1831, as th e  “W inchester and Potowmac,* and was to  run i t s  l i n e

from W in ch este r to  some co n v en ien t p o in t  on th e  P o to m acc riv e r n e a r  H arpers 

Ferry* A c a p i t a l  s to c k  of $300,000, d iv id e d  in to  12 ,000 sh ares  of $25 

e a c h , was a u th o r iz e d . The cos$any was o rg a n ise d  on 4 ,000  sh a re s  w ith  th e  

e l e c t io n  of a  p r e s id e n t  and f iv e  d i r e c to r s  hav ing  th e  u su a l powers and 

p r i v i l e g e s .  Ho r e s t r i c t i o n s  were p la c e d  upon th e  r a t e  of d iv id en d s  and 

th e  road  and equipm ent w ere exempted from  ta x a t io n ,  a lth o u g h  th e  L eg is­

l a t u r e  re s e rv e d  t o  i t s e l f  th e  r ig h t  to  amend th e  c h a r t e r .  T h is  ro a d , a l s o ,  

had to  he commenced in  two y e a rs  and c o n s is te d  w ith in  t e n  y e a rs  o f th e  

g ra n tin g  o f th e  c h a r te r  o r  s u f f e r  i t s  f o r f e i tu r e *  The maximum w est to  

e a s t  f r e ig h t  r a t e  was f ix e d  a t  fo u r  c e n ts  p e r  to n  p e r  m ile  and t h a t  of
22e a s t  to  w est a t s ix  c e n ts ,  w h ile  each  p e rso n  p a id  th r e e  c e n ts  p e r  m ile*

At th e  nex t s e s s io n  of th e  G enera l Assembly, two d i r e c to r s  were 

added t o  th e  number p e rm it te d  on th e  b o a rd  and th e  Board of P u b lic  Works 

was a u th o r iz e d  to  s u b s c r ib e  n o t o v e r $75,000 t o  th e  C o i t a l  s to c k  of th e  

W inchester and Potomac R a ilro a d  Company, p ro v id ed  th a t  th e  c a r s  of any

c o n n ec tin g  cozqpany would be p e rm itte d  t o  p a s s  o v e r th e  W inchester and Po-
23

to m a n s  t r a c k s  a n d ih ae irrca rs  o v e r th e  t r a c k s  of th e  o th e r  road* The

l a s t  amendment o f  th e  c h a r t e r ,  i n  1842, in c re a s e d  a l l  ch arg es  25$, o r

from s ix  to  e ig h t c e n ts  p e r  to n  p e r  m ile  f o r  descending  f r e i g h t ,  from e ig h t

t o  t e n .c e n t s  p e r  to n  p e r  m ile  f o r  a scen d in g  f r e i g h t ,  and from s ix  t o  e ig h t
94

c e n ts  p e r  m ile  fo r  p a s s e n g e r s .-*

P rev io u s  to  1850, th e  d iv id e n d s  due from th e  S t a t e ’ s b lock  of

2 2 . Va. A c ts , 1830-31, p p . 187-95
23. I b i d . ,  1831-32, p p . 161-62
24. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1853-54, p* 524
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c a p i t a l  s t o c k , , am ounting to  $120,000., and th e  p r in c ip a l  and i n t e r e s t  of

i t s  $150,000 lo a n  w ere w aived , p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  W in ch este r and Potomac

R a ilro a d  Company p a id  th e  s t ip u la te d  an n u ity  o f $ 5 ,0 0 0 . F o r s e c u r i ty ,  th e
P5S ta te  of V ir g in ia  r e ta in e d  th e  m ortgage of th e  road.* '

The o r ig in a l  c o s t o f c o n s tr u c t io n ,  d e p o ts , w orkshops, e t c . ,  la n d  

damages, and r e a l  e s t a t e  o f th e  W in ch este r and Potomac R a ilro a d  e q u a ls  

$ 5 0 9 ,4 1 5 .9 5 , to  which must he added th e  s^ms o f $47,000^ f o r  eng ines and 

$224 ,465 .17  f o r  c o s t of c a r s ,  r e p a i r s  t o  r o l l i n g  s to c k , and wages to  t r a i n  

crew s, making a  grand t o t a l  of $780 ,881 .12  f o r  th e  enum erated item s  from 

th e  b eg in n in g  i n  1831 t o  1850, and on a  road  32 m ile s  lo n g ,^ 6

One o f th e  o ld e s t  r a i l r o a d s  i n  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and V irg in ia ,  th e  

Seaboard and Roanoke R a ilro a d  Comp any , was c h a r te re d  on March 8 , 1832, as 

th e  P ortsm ou th  and Roanoke, which ex tended  from P ortsm outh  to  th e  North 

C a ro lin a  S ta te  l i n e ,  whence i t  was co n tin u ed  to  Weldon under a  c h a r te r  

g ra n te d  by th e  N orth  C a ro lin a  L e g is la tu r e .  A ccording to  th e  o r ig in a l  c h a r-  

e r ,  a  c a p i t a l  s to ck  o f $400,000 a t  $50 a  sh a re  was a u th o r is e d , and a s  soon 

a s  3 ,000 s h a re s  were s u b sc r ib e d , th e  comp any was p e rm itte d  to  o rg an ize  by 

e le c t in g  a  board  of d i r e c to r s  to  c o n s is t  o f f iv e  sh a re h o ld e rs  b e s id e s  th e  

p re s id e n t and to  have th e  u su a l pow ers and p r iv i l e g e s .  The r a te s  were no t 

n o t to  exceed  s ix  c e n ts  p e r  m ile  f o r  each  p a sse n g e r  and e ig h t  c e n ts  fo r  

each to n  o f m erchand ise . No r e s t r i c t i o n s  were p la c e d  t$on  th e  r a te  of 

d iv id e n d s . The town of Portsm outh  was a u th o r is e d  to  su b sc rib e  not ov er 

$50,000 to  th e  C a p ita l s to c k . I f  th e  road  was n o t commenced in  th r e e  and

25. I b i d . ,  1849, p .  8
26. I b i d . ,  p .  316
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f in i s h e d  w ith in  te n  y e a r s ,  th e  c h a r te r  becam »«null and void*

On subsequent d a te s ,  th e  S ta te  of V ir g in ia  su b sc rib e d  $356,650 

to  th e  £ a $ i t a l  C tock , o r  t w o - f i f t h s ,  lo a n e d  th e  con$any $150,000 a t 6$, 

in c re a s e d  th e  C a p ita l  tftock  to  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 , ex esp ted  fo re v e r  th e  road  and 

a l l  i t s  f i x t u r e s  from  ta x a t io n ,  and made th e  c o l o r a t i o n  p e x p e tu a l.

The road fo l lo w e d ,fo r  a  d is ta n c e  of 80 m ile s ,  a  d i r e c t  co u rse

from P ortsm o u th , V ir g in ia ,  to  Weldon, Worth C a ro lin a ,

Owing t o  th e  n a tu re  of th e  c o u n try , i t s  ro u te  i s  rem ark­
a b ly  le v e l  and f r e e  from c u rv e s , e n ab lin g  i t  to  be op­
e ra te d  a t a  v e ry  m oderate c o s t .  The H ighest g rad es  a re  
b u t 25 f e e t  p e r  m ile ,  o c c u r r in g  a t  o n ly  a  few p o in ts  
and fo r  sh o r t d is ta n c e s .  At F ran k lin *  37J m ile s  from 
P o rtsm o u th , i t  c ro s s e s  th e  B lackw ater r i v e r ,  ”The N otto­
way and M eherrin  a re  th e  p r in c ip a l  s tream s met u n t i l  th e  
road  reach es  i t s  so u th ern  te rm in u s  a t Weldon, where i t  
c ro s se s  th e  Roanoke. These form th e  p r in c ip a l  p h y s ic a l  
o b s tru c t io n s  to  th e  w ork ,27

The Portsm outh  and Boanoke R a ilro a d  Conqpany was o rg an ized  , th e  

road p u t under c o n t r a c t ,  and com pleted in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  of 1835, w ith  a  

l i g h t  f l a t  b a r  r a i l  and a  sm all equipm ent. At i t s  co jop le tion , th e  co st 

had  r i s e n  to  n e a r ly  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 , in c lu d in g  Weldon b r id g e , m achinery , s to ck  

on hand, e t c .

A lthough th e  r e c e ip t s  of th e  road  co n tin u ed  to  in c re a s e  r e g u la r -  

l y  f o r  a  number of y e a r s ,  u n t i l  i n  1839-40 th e  sum reached  $72,897, v a r i ­

ous cau ses  o p e ra ted  s t e a d i l y  a g a in s t i t s  su cce ss , A c lo se  and f o o l i s h  

c o m p e titio n  f o r  th rough  b u s in e ss  betw een th e  Portsm outh  and Boanoke and th e  

P e te rs b u rg  and Roanoke was th e  most p ro m in en t. From 1840, t h e i r  a f f a i r s

27, American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXIX, p ,  34



32

co n tin u ed  s t e a d i ly ,  to  d e c l in e ,  no d iv id en d s  were d e c la re d , and no i n t e r e s t  

p a id  on th e  S ta te  d e b t. In  1643, th a t  p a r t  of th e  road  i n  N orth C a ro lin a

was s e iz e d  on a  c la im  o f d e b t .  F in a l ly ,  in  Septem ber, 1846, th e  66 m ile s  

i n  V i r g in ia  were so ld  i n  accordance  w ith  an . '. le g is la t iv e  enactm ent to  t h a t  

e f f e c t ,  and p u rch ased  by th e  Board of P u b lic  Works f o r  $60,000* The road  

was le a s e d  by  and e v e n tu a ly  so ld  to  th e  town o f P o rtsm ou th . From t h i s  

c o x p o ra tio n , i t  was a f te rw a rd s  so ld  and t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  p re s e n t  Sea­

board and Roanoke R a ilro a d  Comp any.

In  1648 and 1649, a c ts  were p a sse d  by th e  L eg is la tu res;> o f N orth 

C a ro lin a  and V irg in ia ,  a u th o r iz in g  th e  Roanoke Company of N orth C a ro lin a  

t o  u n i te  w ith  th e  Seaboard  and Roanoke Conpany of V irg in ia ,  which even t 

to o k  p la c e  i n  March, 1849, by th e  fo rm ation  of a  new o rg a n iz a tio n  headed 

by W illiam  Ward of B oston . Im m ediately , e f f o r t s  were made to  r e la y  and 

equip th e  ro a d , and a r r a i l  of th e  *Tn p a t t e r n  w eighing 50 lb s ,  p e r  yard  

was chosen f o r  t h a t  p u rp o se . T h is re c o n s tru c tio n  of th e  road was c a r r ie d  

on d u ring  th e  y e a rs  1850-51. An is s u e  o f $400,000 of 7# m ortgage bonds, 

p a y a b le  in  I860 , 'm at m eg o tia ted  and th e  p ro ceed s  fin an ced  th e  r e v i t a l i ­

z a t io n  o f t h i s  ro ad . C 0p o ra tio n s  in  o rd e r  to  make d i r e c t  connec tions w ith  th e

R ale ig h  and G aston ro ad  w ere commenced so t h a t  when th e  l a t t e r  was com plet­
esed i t  would become an im p o rtan t t r i b u t a r y  to  th e  Seaboard and Roanoke,"

The Richmond, F red e ric k sb u rg  and Potomac R a ilro a d  Comp any was 

in c o rp o ra te d  on F ebruary  25, 1834, w ith  an au th o riz ed  C a p i ta l  § tock  of 

$ 7 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,a t  $100 a  s h a re , which might be in c re a se d  to  $1 ,00 0 ,0 0 0 , to  con­

s t r u c t  a  r a i l r o a d  from  th e  c i ty  of Richmond to  F red e ric k sb u rg  and from

28, I b i d , ,  p p . 34-5



33

th e n c e  t o  some p o in t  on th e  Potomac r i v e r .  As th e  p r iv a t e  s u b s c r ip t io n  

o f t h r e e - f i f t h s  was o v e rsu b sc rib e d  by 48 s h a re s , a  s p e c ia l  ac t reduced

th e  S ta te * s  tw o - f i f th s  of th e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  to  2 ,752 s h a re s .  R ates  were 

n o t to  exceed t e n  c e n ts  p e r  m ile  p e r  to n  f o r  heavy f r e ig h t  and seven and 

o n e -h a lf  c e n ts  f o r  p a s s e n g e rs .  A d i r e c to r y  c o n s is t in g  of f iv e  p e rso n s  

b e s id e s  th e  p r e s id e n t  was p ro v id ed  f o r ,  w ith  two of th e s e  re p re s e n tin g  th e  

S ta te  of V irg in ia ,  T h is  c h a r te r  was made p e r p e tu a l ,  and th e  c o i t a l  s to c k  

and p r o p e r ty  were exempted from ta x a tio n *  By th e  38 th  s e c t io n ,  no l i n e  w as  

t o  be c o n s tru c te d  f o r  30 y e a rs  which sh o u ld  reduce i t s  th ro u g h  p a sse n g e r  

b u s in e s s  betw een th e  c i t i e s  o f  W ashington and Richmond* P erm iss io n  to  b o r­

row money by th e  s a le  of bonds and m ortgaging  th e  road  w asegran ted  l a t e r *

The le n g th  o f t h i s  road from Richmond to  Ac q u ia  Creek on th e  

Potomac r i v e r  i s  about 75^ m ile s . Connected a t  i t s  n o r th e rn  w ith  th e  c i ty  

of W ashington by means o f a  l i n e  o f s team b o a ts , th e  Richmond, F re d e ric k s ­

burg  and Potomac R a ilro a d  formed p a r t  of th e  g re a t s e a -c o a s t l i n e  of t r a v e l  

from th e  New England S ta te s  t o  C h a r le s to n , Savannah, and th e  southw est*

The ro u te  i s  v e ry  d i r e c t ,  and,upon th e  w h o le ,fa v o rab le  f o r  
c o n s tr u c t io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from  Richmond t o  F red e ric k sb u rg .
The rem ainder i s  more d i f f i c u l t ;  bu t th e  h ig h e s t summit 
c ro s se d  i s  not e v e r  120 f e e t  above t id e w a te r ;  th e  g rades . 
a re  nowhere above 45 fe e t  to  th e  m ile ; and th e  s h o r te s t  
cu rv es  have a  ra d iu s  of 1 ,430 f e e t .  The r i v e r  c ro s s in g s  
a re  th e  most fo rm idab le  o b s ta c le s ;  th e  p r in c ip a l  of th e se  
b e in g  th e  Chickahominy, South N orth  Anna, M attapony,
and Re^pahannock- th e  l a s t  r e q u ir in g  a  b r id g e  600 fe e t  lo n g .
The co u n try  a lo n g  th e  l i n e  i s  among th e  most f e r t i l e ,  
h e a l th y ,  and popu lous d i s t r i c t s  of V irg in ia * 29

I n  June, 1835, th e  Richmond, F red e ric k sb u rg  and Potomac R a ilro a d  

Cospany was o rg an ized  on a  p r iv a te  s u b s r ip t io n  of $305,20(1, and a  b o a rd  of 

d i r e c to r s  chosen , of whom John A. L a n c a s te r  was e le c te d  $ re s id en t*  Moncure

29* I b id ,  , p , 172
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R obinson, who a f te rw a rd s  f i l l e d  th e  o f f i c e  of p r e s id e n t  f o r  many y e a r s ,  

had charge  of th e  e n g in e e r in g  and surveys* The o r ig i n a l  e s tim a te  of c o s t 

to  F re d e r ic k sb u rg  was $763,182 which in c lu d e d  a  m oderate equipment and a  

s u p e r s tr u c tu r e  c o n s is t in g  o f an i r o n  r a i l  2X i  in c h e s  l a i d  w h ite  oak 

s t r in g - p i e c e s  r e s t in g  on c ro s s  t i e s  f iv e  f e e t  ap art*  Tw enty-seven m ile s  

betw een Richmond and th e  N orth  Anna r i v e r  were p la c e d  under c o n tra c t  in  

Ju n e , 1835, and th e  rem ain ing  d is ta n c e  to  F red e ric k sb u rg  in  1836* In  Feb­

r u a ry ,  o f t h i s  same y e a r ,  19^ m ile s  w ere ppened by th e  locom otive re c e iv e d  

from  E ngland; by Ju n e , th e  ro ad  reached  2 8 f m ile s  to  c h e s te r f i e ld ;  and by 

O cto b er, to  Downer*s b r id g e , a  d is ta n c e  of 4 6 i m ile s . The l i n e  was com­

p le te d  to  F re d e ric k sb u rg  e a r ly  in  1837, and Ac4q u ia  Creek on th e  Potomac 

r i v e r  was s e le c te d  as i t s  te rm in u s . T h is  e x ten s io n  was p la c e d  under con­

t r a c t  i n  1837, but a s  th e  c o n tr a c to r  f a i l e d , t h e  work had to  be r e le t*

T h is  in c re a s e  of ex p en d itu re  add^dato the  h e a v ie r  th an  e s tim a te d  

c o s t o f o p e ra tio n  due to  th e  n e ce ssa ry  freq u e n t r s p a i r s o f  th e  l i g h t  su p e r­

s t r u c tu r e  caused  th e  s to ck h o ld e rs  to  a u th o r is e  in  May, 1836, an  in c re a s e  

of $300,000 i n  th e  C a p i ta l  s to c k , b u t as th e  S ta te  re fu se d  to  ta k e  tw o- 

f i f t h s  a s  b e fo re , th e  whole was ta k e n  by th e  o ld  s to c h o ld e rs  who p a id  l i t t l e  

in  u n t i l  many y e a rs  l a t e r ,  and th e n  on ly  on re c e iv in g  6$ i n t e r e s t  th ereon*

So th e  Board concluded to  is s u e  coupon bonds and sen t P re s . Robinson to  

E ngland, where he s u c c e s s fu lly  d isposed  of th e  whole is s u e  in s id e  of two 

y e a r s .  These bonds bore  6$ i n t e r e s t  and m atured i n  I860 , w ith  p r in c ip a l ,  and i n t .  

p ay ab le  in  London* W ith th e  p roceeds of e*eist$300,000, a d i t io n a l  equip­

ment was secu red  and road  comp l e t  ad by December, 1842. No cash  d iv id en d s
30w ere^paid  from  1839 to  1845, because o f th e  ra p id  da$«Ki0ir&tion of th e  t r a c k .

In  a d i t io n  to  th e  r e g u la r  sem i-annual d iv idend  of 3g$ d e c la re d  as u s u a l ,  a

30. I b i d . ,  p p . 172-73
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s u rp lu s  o f $54,000 was re se rv e d  in  1850, t o  r e la y  th e  t r a c k  w ith  a  heav­

i e r  f l a t  h a r  tw o .an d  o n e -h a lf  in c h es  wide and th r e e - f o u r t h 's  of an in c h  
31

t h i c k .

The Richmond and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Cosgtany was c h a r te r e d  on 

M arch 14, 1836, i t s  C a p i ta l  s to ck  t o  c o n s is t  of 5 ,000 s h a re s  a t $100 each , 

and th e  Board of p u b lic  Works was a u th o r iz e d  to  su b sc rib e  t o  2 ,000 sh a re s  

f o r  t h e  S ta t e ,  which gave i t  th e  r ig h t  t o  appo in t two of th e  f iv e  d i r e c to r s  

who, w ith  th e  p re s id e n t  w ere to  c o n s t i tu t e  th e  b o a rd . At subsequent d a te s ,  

th e  company was g ra n te d  power to  borrow  money on bonds and m ortgages, and 

v a r io u s  m ethods were d ev ised  and used  f o r  th e  pu rp o se  of r e l ie v in g  i t  from 

f  in a n c ia le m b a rra e m e n t a .

W ith th e  ex ce p tio n  of r i v e r  c ro s s in g s , th e  ro u te  i s  g e n e ra l ly  

fa v o ra b le . The two most in p o r t  an t of th e s e  a re ,  to  be s u re , th e  James 

r i v e r  a t  Richmond and th e  Appomattox r i v e r  a t  P e te rs b u rg , A lthough th e  

Richmond and P e te rs b u rg  Company’s c a r s  had not y e t c ro s se d  th e  l a t t e r  

r i v e r ,  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  b r id g e  was owned by i t  f o r  s ta g e  t r a v e l .

Soon a f t e r  i t s  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  May, 1836, th e  Richmond and 

P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Company bought th e  tu rn p ik e  ex ten d in g  between th e  

same t e r a i n i .  That summer th e  work of c o n s tru c tio n  was s t a r t e d  under 

th e  su p e rin ten d en ce  of Moncure Robinson as c h ie f  e n g in e e r . I t  was e s t i ­

m ated th a t  th e  whole c o s t  of th e  work in c lu d in g  b r id g e s  and equipment 

would n o t exceed $600,000, The p an ic  of 1837 n e a r ly  p r o s t r a te d  t h i s  com­

p a n y , a long  w ith  o th e r s  ,  bu t th e  S ta te  of V irg in ia  came to  th e  r e l i e f

31, Whig, O c t, 25,1850
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by a n t i c ip a t i n g  th e  amounts due from  th e  Board of P u b lic  Works and by 

g ra n t in g  lo a n s  enab led  th e  e n t sip  r i s e  to  move fo rw ard  so th a t  i t  co u ld  be

opened i n  May., 1338, and th e  James r i v e r  b r id g e  c o n s is te d  th e  fo llo w in g  

September* The b ran ch  to  P o r t  W a lth a ll  was f in i s h e d  in  1844, and p ro v ed  

t o  be  th e  most p ro d u c tiv e  p a r t  of th e  com pany's p ro p e rty *  I t s  c o s t ,  in ­

c lu d in g  th e  s team er "Chessqpeake," was about $40,000. The same y e a r  a  con­

t r a c t  was made w ith  th e  C lo v er H i l l  R a ilro a d  whereby i t  was to  be o p e ra te d  

by  th e  Richmond and P e te r s b u rg  R a ilro a d  Conpany. In  th e  m eantim e, th e  

l i g h t  f l a t  b a r  r a i l  had  been  changed t o  a  co n tinuous one and r e s to re d  ag a in  

Even a t  t h i s  tim e , fh e  Richmond and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Coop any was fo llo w ­

in g  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f th e  Richmond, .F re d e r ic k sb u rg  and Potomac R a ilro a d  

Coup any by hav ing  i t s  f i r s t  locom otive  b rough t from England.

Three hundred th o u san d  d o l la r s  of th e  C a p ita l  s to ck  of $500,000 

was su b sc rib e d  by in d iv id u a ls ,  but owing to  th e  d e p re s s io n , assessm en te  

came i n  s lo w ly , and th e  c o s t  a t  congpletion was $38,000 more th a n  th e  orig*>* 

i n a l  e s t im a te .  To meet t h i s  d e f ic ie n c y , th e  managers t r i e d  t o  r a i s e  money, 

and a s  r a i l r o a d  f i r s t ,  second , and t h i r d  m ortgage bonds were th e n  few and 

f a r  betw een , t t h e  S ta te  o f f e r e d  a  lo a n  of $100,000 i n  5$ s to ck  a t  p a r ,  bu t 

t h i s  .was d e c lin e d  as th e  s to c k  cou ld  n o t be  n e g o tia te d  a t  p a r .  T h e iP re s i­

d e n t, in  1837, o b ta in e d  th e  u se  of a  fund of $98,000 be long ing  t o  th e  Board 

o f P u b lic  Works f o r  w hich 6 $ i in te r e s t  was p a y a b le . In c re a se d  to  $150,000, 

th e  p r i n c i p a l  was made p a y a b le  a t  th e  r a t e  of $15,000 every  s ix  months 

from  th e  d a te  o f th e  4 th  sem i-annual payment of i n t e r e s t .  The Richmond 

and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Comp any* to  pay th e  i n t e r e s t ,  which k ep t ac­

cu m u la tin g  u n t i l  i t  amounted t o  $35 ,600 , induced th e  L e g is la tu re  of V irg in ia  

t o  co n v ert t h e  above lo a n  and i n t e r e s t  in to  C ap ita l s to c k , on which a  d iv i -
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dend o f 6# p e r  annum was to  be paid*  T h is  had been met r e g u la r ly ,  though

32som etim es in iith y  bonds w hich were l a t e r  redeemed. W hile by 1849, th e
" r,

p r iv a t e  s to c k h o ld e rs  had y e t to  re c e iv e  t h e i r  f i r s t  c e n t ,  th e  S ta te  had

f a i l e d  t o  r e c e iv e  any paym ents \$ o n  h e r  o r ig in a l  s u b s c r ip t io n  of $200,000*

The s im p le  i n t e r e s t  on th e  lo a n  tip to  Jan u ary  1 ,1850 , was $81,781*70, of

w hich $33 ,408 had been  re c e iv e d , le a v in g  a  b a lance  o f $48,373*70* The

Richmond and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Company t r i e d  to  l iq u id a t e  t h i s  debt by

an a n n u ity  s im i la r  t o  th e  one g ran ted  to  th e  W inchester and Potomac R a i l-  
33ro ad  cfes$any, b u t had n o t y e t succeeded in  o b ta in in g h th en n eaaS n t »i 

of th e  G eneral Assembly of V irg in ia  by th e  end of th e  f i r s t  h a l f  of th e  

n in e te e n th  cen tury*

The t a b l e  found  on th e  n ex t page c o n v en ie n tly  summarizes th e  

g row th  of r a i l r o a d s  i n  V ir g in ia  d u rin g  th e  fo u r th  decade of th e  I 9 th  cen­

tu r y  by g iv in g  th e  name of th e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  d a te  of i t s  opening , th e  

niariber of m ile s  opened i n  1840, and th e  t o t a l  le n g th  of each road* I t  i s  

ta k e n  from th e  American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  whose e x p la n i to ry  rem arks about 

t h e i r  r a i l r o a d  t a b l e  f o r  th e  U nited  S ta te s  ex p ress  th e  s i tu a t io n  th a t  con­

f r o n ts  us h e re  as w ell*

As r a i l r o a d s  a r e  th e  p ro d u c t of th e  p re s e n t  age, and th e  
g re a t  f a c t  of modern t im e s , th e  c lo se  of th e  f i r s t  h a lf  
of th e  p re s e n t  c e n tu ry ( I9 th )  su g g es ts  i t s e l f  a s  a  p ro p e r  
tim e  to  ta k e  a  b r i e f  review  of t h e i r  f i r s t  in tr o d u c t io n ;  
t h e i r  p r o g r e s s ,  and th e  e x te n t to  which t h e i r  const a c t io n  
h h s  been c a r r ie d *  In  do ing  t h i s  , ou r space w i l l  not allow  
us to  go beyond th e  l im i t s  of s t a t i s t i c a l  in fo rm a tio n , 
though t h i s  i s  by f a r  th e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  of t h e i r  
h is to ry *  34

32* Op* C it* , pp* 218—19
33* Va. Board o f P u b lic  Works, 1849, p*7
34* American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXIV, p«9
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TABLE VI*

RAILROADS 1ST OPERATION IN VIRGINIA IN 18 4 0 .35

NAME OPENED MILES TOTAL LENGTH

C h e s te r f ie ld 1831 13 13
P e te rs b u rg  & Roanoke 1833 6o 60
W in ch este r ft Potomac 1836 32 32
P ortsm outh  ft Roanoke 1837 78 78
Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg ft Potomac 1837 75i
Richmond ft P e te rs b u rg 1838 2 2 j 22f
L o u isa 1838 35 49
C ity  P o in t 1838 9 9
G re e n s v ille  ft Roanoke 1838 18 18

Only two of th e  above r a i l r o a d s  w ere uncom pleted by 1340, and th e s e  two wer6 

th e  Richmond, F re d e r ic k sb u rg  and Potom ac,and th e  L o u isa , Each had 14 more 

m ile s  to  f i n i s h .  Out of t h e  357 m ile s  p lan n ed , 329 m ile s  were com pleted.

The i n t e r e s t i n g  one and o n e -h a lf  m ile  E xperim en ta l R a ilro a d  i s  n o t p la c e d  

i n  th e  t a b l e  b ecau se , as i t s  name im p lie s ,  i t  was esqperim ental.

The map of V irg in ia ,  i n  th e  1845 e d i t io n  o f Henry Howe's H is to r ­

i c a l  C o lle c t io n s  of V ir g in ia ,  p o r tr a y s  th e  fo llo w in g  r a i l r o a d s :

1. Portsm outh  ft Roanoke, ru n n in g  from P ortsm outh  to  Weldon
2 . P e te rs b u rg  ft Roanoke, runn ing  from P e te rs b u rg  to  Weldon
3 . C ity  P b in t ,  runn ing  from P e te rs b u rg  to  C ity  P o in t
4 .  Richmond * P e te rs b u rg , ru n n in g  from Richmond to  P e te rsb u rg
5. Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg  ft Potom ac, runn ing  from Richmond 

t o  A cquia Creek
6 . L o u isa , runn ing  from J u n c tio n  t o  G o rd o n sv ille

A o b ird 's -e y e  view  of V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d s  in  1840 and 1850 found b$Xoi^

rig-z.
C I 3  f 0 0  m i l e s

I 8 SO

35, I b i d , ,p .  10
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and based  on P la t e s  3 & 4 i n  H is to ry  o f T ra n s p o r ta tio n  in  th e  U nited 

S ta te s  b e fo re  186QP by C a ro lin e  E. M acG ill, a lth o u g h  thumb n a i l  i n  s ize ,, 

c l e a r ly  shows th a t  V ir g in ia  had de term ined  to  use  th e  g re a t n o r th  and 

so u th  l in e ,,  c o n p le ted  by 1845, as th e  base l i n e  from  which to  c o n s tu c t 

t h e  much d e s ir e d  r a i l r o a d s  to  th e  w e s t.

I n  o rd e r  to  coup a re  th e  grow th o f r a i l r o a d s  i n  V irg in ia  w ith  th a t  

o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  th e  fo llo w in g  t a b l e  h as been p re p a re d  {1*0111 d a ta  found 

i n  H unt*8 M erchants1 M agazine. W hile , undoub ted ly , th e  f ig u r e s  g iv en  h e re  

a re  no t a b s o lu te ly  a c c u ra te ,  y e t th e y  a re  th e  ones which r a i l r o a d  men and 

o th e r s  had b e fo re  them , and as  such in f lu e n c e d  t h e i r  a c t io n s .

TABLE V II .

INCREASE OF RAILROAD MILEAGE IN THE UNITED STATES AND VIRGINIA. 1828-51.
36

YEAR NO.MILES U.S. NO.MILES VA. YEAR NO.MILES U.S. NO.MILES VA

1828 3 C  t  « 1840 2167 125
1829 26 •  «  4 1841 3319 147
1830 41 • •  * 1842 3877 223
1831 54 •  €  % 1843 4174 22 3
1832 131 # 0 4 1844 4311 223
1833 576 12 1845 4511 223
1834 762 33 1846 4870 223
1835 918 93 1847 5336 270
1836 1102 93 1848 5682 303
1837 1421 125 1849 6350 303
1836 1843 125 1850 7355 303
1839 1920 125 1851 9090 413

Mr. David M» B a lfo u r , of M assach u se tts , was re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d a ta  on

V irg in ia .  From a  c a re f  t i l l  s tu d y  of a  V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  m ileage t a b le  f o r  

January  I ,  1851, in  th e  American R a ilro a d  Jo u rn a l , j  d isco v ered  th e  c lo se  

agreem ent between i t s  t o t a l  and B a l f o u r 's  fo r  1850, when e s tim ated  tpon

36 . H u n t's  M erchan ts ' M agazine, XXVI, pp . 6 38- 39; XXXIV, p . 246
37. American R a ilro ad  J o u rn a l ,  XXIV, p p . 22-3
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t h e  same b a s i s .  The G re e n s v ille  and Roanoke, and th e  d isco n tin u ed  C h es te r­

f i e l d  a re  o m itte d  in  B a l f o u r 's  c a lc u la t io n s ,  V i r g in i a 's  p e rc en ta g e  o f i n ­

c re a s e  from I8 3 3 tto  1851 was more th a n  double t h a t  o f th e  U nited S ta te s ,  

and was 3441$.

At th e  b eg in n in g  of th e  ra ilw a y  e r a  in  V irg in ia ,  th e  R a ilro a d

A dvocate, o f R o g e r s v i l le ,  T ennessee, commenting t$ o n  th e  s i tu a t io n  in

Southwest V ir g in ia  i n  1831, excla im ed t h a t  "A s p i r i t  of isprovem ent has
38

been e x c i te d  and i s  now moving th a t  w i l l  n o t be a l la y e d ,"  But V irg in ia  

and T ennessee had to  w a it o v e r tw en ty  y e a rs  b e fo re  t h e i r  dreams were re-* 

a l l  zed. W hile many ro ad s  were p lan n ed  on p a p e r , few w ere c o n s tru c te d , a s  

th e  i n t e r e s t  of th e  S ta te  was d iv e r te d  to  th e  James R iv e r and Kanawha C anal, 

The h i s to r y  o f r a i l r o a d s  i n  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and V irg in ia ,w a s  co n firm in g  

th e  p ro phecy  made by th e  R a ilro a d  Advocate in  1831, t h a t  " R a ilro a d s , we 

th in k ,  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  steam  pow er, a re  about to  accom plish  a  much g re a t­

e r  r e v o lu tio n  in  th e  f u tu r e  a f f a i r s  of men and n a t io n s ,  th a n  steam , i t -
40

s e l f ,  h as  b ro u g h t about i n  th e  p re s e n t  c o n d itio n  of th in g s ,"  A g lan ce  

a t  th e  l a r g e  r a i l r o a d  map of th e  U nited  S ta te s  f o r  1650, w i l l  show V ir­

g i n i a 's  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  r e s t  of th e  co u n try  a t  t h a t  tim e . The d evel­

opment of r a i l r o a d s  i n  V irg in ia  h a s  been c h a r a c te r is e d  by Dr, R, L.

Morton as  "one of th e  g r e a t e s t  f a c to r s  in  tran s fo rm in g  th e  s o c ia l  and
41

economic l i f e  of V ir g in ia ,"  Those r a i l r o a d s ,  whose h is to r y  i s  so c lo s e ly  

in te rw oven  w ith  t h a t  of th e  g re a t r e v iv a l  of r a i l r o a d  b u ild in g  in  V irg in ia  

d u rin g  1850-60, a lth o u g h  commenced b e fo re  1850, a re  re se rv ed  t i l l  th e  ac­

count of t h a t  s t i r r i n g  p e r io d  to  which we now tu r n ,

3 8 . R a ilro a d  A dvocate, I ,  p , I
39. Some of th e s e  w ere th e  Lynchburg A New R iv e r, Loudoun, Richmond A „ 

Yorktown R a ilro a d s .
40 . Op. C i t . ,  p .  13
41. M orton, |tw. X&V- H is to ry  of V irg in ia  S ince 1861, p .  356



CHAPTER I I I .

ORGANIZATION OF VIRGINIA RAILROADS, 1850-60.

The V irg in ia  C e n tra l  R a ilro a d  Company was c h a r te re d  as th e  L ou isa

R a ilro a d  Company, F eb ru ary  18, 1836, to  c o n s tru c t a  r a i l r o a d  f rom some p o in t

on th e  l i n e  of th e  Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg  and Potomac in  th e  neighborhood

of T a y lo r s v i l le ,  v ia  L o u isa  C ourthouse, to  a  p o in t in  Orange County n ear

th e  base  of th e  Southwest m ountains. A c a p i ta !  s to ck  of 3,000 sh a re s  a t  $100

a  sh a re  was a u th o r iz e d . One y ea r l a t e r ,  th e  c h a r te r  was amended so t h a t  th e

Board of P u b lic  Works co u ld  su b sc rib e  f o r  1,200 sh a re s  o r  tw o - f i f th s  of i t s

c a p i t a l  s to c k . S ub seq u en tly , as th e  ro ad  was ex tended w estw ard, th e  S ta te f s

s u b s c r ip t io n  to  th e  in c re a s in g  c a p i t a l  s to ck  v a r ie d  betw een tw o - f i f th s  and 
I

t h r e e - f i f t h s .  At a  s p e c ia l  m eeting of th e  s to ck h o ld e rs  of th e  L o u isa  R a il­

ro ad  Company h e ld  March 6 , 1850, th e  p ro v is io n s  of a Act of th e  G eneral 

Assembly of V irg in ia  p a sse d  a t  th e  c u rre n t s e s s io n  w ere accep ted  end th e

co n tin u o u s  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  from  Richmond to  C ovington, v ia  S taun ton , was h e re -
2

a f t e r  known as th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l . These p ro v is io n s  were th a t  no d iv i ­

dends were to  be d e c la re d  u n t i l  th e  i n t e r e s t  On bonds g u aran teed  by S ta te  

was p a id ;  a l l  r a i l s  l a i d  in  fu tu re  should  weigh a t l e a s t  50 lb s .  to  th e  

runn ing  y a rd , th o se  l a i d  and under c o n tra c t  to  be l a i d  excep ted ; and th e  

p ro v is io n s  of th e  g e n e ra l r a i l r o a d  Act of 1837 were w ith o u t ex cep tio n  to

1, Va, A c ts , 1846-47, p . 103 and 1847-48, p . 187. The p a r  va lue  of th e  
c a p i t a l  3to c k  p ro v id ed  f o r  by th e  l a s t  a c t  was $50 a sh a re .

2, Whig, March 13, 1850
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3
govern  th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l R a ilro a d  Co»$any.

TABLE V III .

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA CENTRAL*RAILROAD COMPANY. I836-5© ,4

ACTS INDIVIDUALS A COUNTIES STATE

1836 A 38 2250 sh a re s a t $100 1900 s h a re s  a t  $100
1847 1000 w tt n 1492 it n tt
1848 553 « tt n * *
1849 372 • it it 4,75 tt tt n
1850 1000 • tt it e e

FIGURE I I I .

TOTAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA CENTRAL*RAILROAD CO. 1836-50.5

In d iv id u a ls  c°wrt*>d8f l | H H H H I H I H H H H B H B j H H ^ 5 l 7 , 5 0 0  
S ta te  J 1 $384,900

♦ fo rm erly  th e  L ou isa

The S ta te  o f V ir g in ia  had n o t y e t su b sc rib ed  to  is su e  of c a p i t a l

s to c k  p ro v id e d  by th e  Act of 1848 b ecam e  th e  p r iv a te  s u b sc r ip tio n s  la ck e d

$19,700 of b e in g  th e  r e q u ire d  $75,000 b e fo re  th e  Board of P u b lic  Works could

s tib sc rib e  i t s  $50 ,000 . As th e  S ta te  f e l t  th a t  th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l and th e

Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg  and Potomac R a ilro a d  Con^anies should  conpose t h e i r

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i t  d id  n o t su b sc r ib e  to  th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  a u th o r is e d  t o  con-

s t r u c t  th e  e x te n s io n  of th e  C e n tra l from  Ju n c tio n  to  Richmond. The t o t a l

amount of p r iv a t e  s u b s c r ip t io n s  was $23,940 under t h r e e - f i f t h s  of th e  t o t a l

of b o th  th e  p r iv a te  and S t a t e 's  s u b s c r ip t io n s ,  and th e  S ta te f s t o t a l  was

above tw o - f i f th s  of th e  combined t o t a l  by th e  same amount.

The L o u isa  R a ilro a d  Cony any was o rg a n ised , th e  road su rv ey ed , and 

l e t  t o  c o n tr a c to r s  i n  1837. On November 27, 1838, th e  road was opened to

3. Op. C i t . ,  1849-50, p p . 52-53
4 . Va. Board o f P u b lic  Works, 1850, p . 127
5. Ib id .
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L o u isa  C ourt ho u se , a  d is ta n c e  o f 35 m ile s ,  a t  a  c o s t of $3X0,000 w hich d id

n o t in c lu d e  m otive pow er and r o l l i n g  s to ck  as th e  Richmond, F red e ric k sb u rg  

and Potomac R a ilro a d  Company was su p p ly in g  these*  The l a t t e r  r a i l r o a d  com­

pany was to  o p e ra te  th e  L o u isa  f o r  o n e -h a lf  of th e  g ro ss  e a rn in g s  and ex­

p en se  of re p a ir s *  T his agreem ent was co n tin u ed  t i l l  1843, when i t  was re ­

p la c e d  by one of o n e -h a lf  g ro ss  ea rn in g s  and $1,500 p e r  annum e x t r a  f o r  work- 
6

in g  the road* On J u ly  1 ,1849 , th e  c o n tra c t  between th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l 

and th e  Richmond, F re d e r ic k sb u rg  and Potomac R a ilro a d  C ospanies ceased , and 

as was a n t ic ip a te d ,  th e  in c re a s e d  r a te s  charged by th e  l a t t e r  company on th e  

fo r m e r 's  tonnage from J u n c tio n  to  Richmond a f fe c te d  i t s  b u s in e ss  most i n -
7

ju r io u s ly .  "The f i r s t  t r a i n  of c a r s  p a sse d  over th e  E a s te rn  e x te n s io n  of

th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l on December 20 , 1850* T h is  e x te n s io n  embraces a  l i n e

about 27 m ile s  lo n g  from  th e  'Ju n c tio n *  i n  Hanover to  a  p o in t in  Richmond
8

n e a r  th e  o ld  m arket house*"

A su c c in t summary from th e  American R a ilro a d  Jo u rn a l p la c e s  th e

V ir g in ia  C e n tra l  i n  i t s  p ro p e r  n ic h e  in  th e  h i s to r y  of V irg in ia  R ailroads*

In  lo o k in g  over th e  h i s to r y  of t h i s  work, which i s  one of i t  he 
o ld e s t  in  th e  S ta te ,  th e  id e a  t h a t  'g r e a t  th in g s  o ften ,; 
s p r in g  from  sm all b e g in n in g s , ' w i l l  a t  once s t r i k e  us* The 
comp a n y 's  o r ig i n a l  design  was t o  b u ild  a  l i n e  some 28 m ile s  
lo n g  o n ly , a s i a  mere t r i b u t a r y  of th e  R* F , A P . ro ad , and 
to  be o p e ra te d  by th e  l a t t e r *  W ith th e  growth of t h e i r  r e ­
t u r n s ,  t h e i r  id e a s  e n la rg e d , u n t i l  th e  design  of opening vp 
a  g re a t  c e n t r a l  avenue to  th e  Ohio p re se n te d  i t s e l f  to  t h e i r  
minds* F o r many y e a rs  th e y  had to  contend a g a in s t  heavy in ­
f lu e n c e s ,  to  w hich i t  i s  unnecessary  t o  a l lu d e  here* T h e ir  
s to c k  a t one tim e had sunk t o  25$ w h ile  th e y  were th re a te n e d  
w ith  an in ju n c t io n  a g a in s t o p e ra tin g  th a t  s e c t io n  between 
Richmond and th e  Ju n c tio n , That th e se  d i f f i c u l t i e s  have been 
in  a  g re a t  m easure overcome, and th e  work p la c e d  on a  secu re

6 . American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXIX,. 4 
7* Op* C i t . ,  p . 125 
8* S outhern  P la n te r ,  X I, p* 26
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fo u n d a tio n , i s  due t o  th e  energy and p e rse v e ra n c e  w ith  
w hich t h e i r  a f f a i r s  have been conducted . 9

The Sou theide  R a ilro a d  Company was in c o rp o ra te d  March 5 ,1 8 4 6 ,

w ith  a u th o r i ty  to  c o n s tru c t  a  r a i l r o a d  from P e te rs b u rg  to  some p o in t  on

C ox 's  road  e a s t  o f B la c k 's  and W h ite 's  ta v e rn  in  th e  coun ty  Of Nottoway,

S u b sc rib e rs  to  a  c a p i t a l  s to ck  no t exceed ing  $300,000 were to  become a

c o rp o ra tio n  and th e y  should  have a l l  th e  r i g h t s ,  p r iv i l e g e s  and im m u n itie s ,

and be  su b je c t to  th e  same r e s t r i c t i o n s  as were p re s c r ib e d  in  an Act p a sse d

March I I ,  1837, e n t i t l e d  "An Act p r e s c r ib in g  c e r ta in  g e n e ra l r e g u la t io n s  
. _ 10
f o r  th e  in c o rp o ra tio n  o f r a i l - r o a d  co n p an iee ."  B roadly  sp eak in g , th e  

same b a s ic  p r in c ip le s  l a i d  down in  th e  Act of March I I ,  1837 a re  in  fo rc e  

to - d a y .  On March 13, 1849, th e  o r ig in a l  c h a r te r  was amended and th e  com­

pany was a u th o r is e d  to  In c re a s e  i t s  c a p i t a l  s tock  to  $600,000 in  o rd e r  to  

ex ten d  i t s  road  to  connect w ith  th e  Richmond and D an v ille  a t  o r  n e a r  B urks- 

v i l l a ;  th e  town of P e te rs b u rg  was a u th o r is e d  t o  su b sc rib e  $100,000 t o  th e  

c a p i t a l  s to c k  o f th e  Sou theide  R a ilro a d  Company; and upon th e  com pletion  of 

th e  S o u ths!de  R a ilro a d , P e te rsb u rg  was to  t r a n s f e r  t o  th e  S ta te  an amount

of S ou the ide  R a ilro a d  s to c k  equal to  th a t  re l in q u is h e d  by th e  S ta te  in  th e
I I

P e te rs b u rg  and Roanoke R a ilro a d  Company, and i f  th e  Souths!de R a ilro a d

was n o t commenced in  one y e a r  and com pleted in  th r e e  y e a rs  th e  s a id  s to ck
12

woVld r e v e r t  to  th e  S ta te  to g e th e r  w ith  d iv idends re c e iv e d . By f u r th e r  

amendments, on Jan u ary  26 , 1850, th e  T re a su re r  of V irg in ia  was a u th o r is e d  

to  g u a ra n te e  th e  fo rthcom ing  Southeide R a ilro a d  bonds amounting to  $323,500 

and t o  be is s u e d  by P e te rs b u rg  fo r  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of th e  s a id  ro a d ; on

9 . American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXJ3^.p5 5
I©. Va* A c ts , 1845-46, p* 92. The Act of March I I ,  1837, i s  found on p ag es  

I0X -I2  o f Va. A cts f o r  1836-37*
I I .  See above, p .  27
12* Op, C i t . ,  1846-49, p .  107
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March 12, 1850, th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  was in c re a s e d  to  $800,000 and th e  r a i l ­

ro ad  was ex tended  to  Lynchburg, and th e  s u b s c r ib e rs  to  th e  P e te rs b u rg  and 

Lynchburg R a ilro a d  Company were p e rm itte d  to  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  

t o  t h e  S o u th s ld e , w hich t r a n s f e r  was a fte rw a rd s  c a r r ie d  o u t; on December 12, 

1850, P e te rs b u rg  was a u th o r iz e d  to  make an a d d i t io n a l  s u b s c r ip t io n  of $200,000 

t o  a id  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  from B u rk sv ille  t o  Lynchburg; on F ebruary  10 , 1851,

th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was a u th o r is e d  t o  make a  s u b s c r ip t io n  equal to
13

th re e * » f if th s  of th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  of $800,000* The f i r s t  annual m eeting  

o f th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  o f th e  S o u thside  R a ilro a d  company was h e ld  November 13,

1850, c o n s tru c tio n  o f t h e  S o u thside  R a ilro a d  hav ing  been p re v io u s ly  begun
14on March X, 1850, b u t i t  was not u n t i l  March 13, 1852, th a t  th e  f i r s t  d iv i -

15
s io n  to  B u rk s v i l le ,  a  d is ta n c e  of about 53 m ile s , was opened.

The Richmond and D an v ille  R a ilro a d  Company was c h a r te re d  March 9 , 

1847, t o  c o n s tru c t  a  r a i l r o a d  by th e  most e l ig ib le  ro u te  from Richmond to  

D a n v ille , I t s  c a p i t a l  s to c k  was to  c o n s is t  of 15,000 sh a re s  a t $100 each 

and p r o v is io n  was made so t h a t  th e  coup any could  o rg an ize  on a  s u b s c r ip t io n  

of 1200 s h a re s . As soon as  X200 sh a re s  were p a id  o r  secu red  to  be p a id  by 

o th e rs  th a n  th e  S ta te ,  th e n  th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was re q u ire d  t o  sub­

s c r ib e  f o r  1800 sh a re s  ( t h r e e - f i l t h s  r a t i o j  and as o f te n  as 250 sh ares  were 

su b sc rib e d  f o r  p r i v a t e l y ,  th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was to  su b sc rib e  to  375 

sh a re s  f o r  th e  Commonwealth, T his gave th e  S ta te  th e  power t o  ap p o in t th re e  

of t h e  f iv e  d i r e c to r s ,  who w ith  th e  p r e s id e n t  were to  c o n s t i tu te  th e  board  

of m anagers. W hile th e  r a t e s  of f a r e  and d iv idends were l e f t  o p t io n a l ,  and

13, American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXyijIJ,p#'''34I
14, Va, Board of P u b lic  Works, 1851, p .  205
15, Op. C i t .
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th e  c h a r t e r  p r iv i le g e s  w ere made p e r p e tu a l ,  power to  connect w ith  o th e r

r a i l r o a d s  was re s e rv e d  to  th e  L e g is la tu r e .  I f  n o t commenced w ith in  th r e e

y e a r s  and a f t e r  fo u r  y e a rs  no t l e s s  th a n  25 m iles  were p u t in  o p e ra tio n

a n n u a lly , th e n  th e  Richmond and D a n v ille  R a ilro a d  Company was to  s u f f e r  th e -
16f o r f e i t u r e  t o  th e  S ta te  of any p o r t io n  n o t under c o n tra c t  o r  c o n s tru c tio n . 

S u b seq u en tly , t h e  c o i t a l  s to ck  was in c re a s e d  to  $ 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; c o u n tie s ,  c i t i e s ,  

and o th e r  c o rp o ra te  b o d ie s  w ere es$ow ered to  su b sc rib e  t o  th e  s to c k ; th e  S ta te  

g u a ra n tee d  a  $200,000 is s u e  of Richmond and D an v ille  R a ilro a d  bonds and loan-*
I

ed  t h i s  company $600 ,000 , w hich was redeem able in  34 y e a rs  by a  s in k in g  fund .

In  November, 1847, th e  Richmond and D an v ille  R a ilro a d  Coop any was 

o rg a n iz ed  on a  s u b s c r ip t io n  of 2 ,393 s h a re s  w ith  th e  e le c t io n  of a  board  of 

d i r e c to r s ,  of whom W. T u n s ta l l  was s e le c te d  as  p r e s id e n t .  T h is  gentle-* 

man, in  s p i t e  of l o c a l  p r e ju d ic e s  and o th e r  o b s ta c le s  of a  very  annoying 

c h a r a c te r ,  co n tin u ed  to  re n d e r  h is  company as  p r e s id e n t  v a lu a b le  s e rv ic e  

u n t i l  h is  d e a th  in  1854. Upon P re s id e n t  T u n s ta ll* s  sudden d ea th , th e  board  

of d i r e c to r s  of th e  Richmond and D an v ille  R a ilro a d  Company adopted th e  f o l ­

low ing r e s o lu t io n s :

That w h ils t  we c o n s id e r  th e  d ea th  of Whitmel P . T u n s ta ll  
as a  g re a t  S ta te  lo ss ,. t&- t h i s  coup any i t  i s  one i r r e p a r a b le .
That w h ils t  V ir g in ia  mourns th e  e a r ly  d ea th  of one of h e r  
most g i f t e d  sons we g rie v e  w ith  p e c u l ia r  sorrow  th e  lo s s  of 
o u r P r e s id e n t ,  c o lle ag u e  and f r i e n d .
That m in d fu l in  th e  m idst of o u r own g r ie f  of h is  a f f l i c t e d  
widow in to  th e  p r iv a c y  of whose anguish  we on ly  so f a r  in ­
t r u d e  as  to  te n d e r  h e r  th e  e g r e s s i o n  of o u r h e a r t f e l t  sym­
p a th y  and condo lence .
That th e  Chairman (C apt. V incent W itcher ) of t h i s  m eeting  
be re q u e s te d  to  communicate th e  fo rsg o in g  re s o lu t io n s  to  
th e  fam ily  of o u r deceased f r ie n d  and th a t  th e  same be pub**

16. Va. A c ts , 1846-47, p p . 108-10
17, American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l , X X yi|I, pw 820
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l i s t e d  i n  th e  J o u rn a ls  o f t h i s  c i t y  (Richmond }, c i t y  of 
Lynchburg,, and tow n of D a n v ille . 18

The S ou thern  P la n te r  d e p lo re d  th e  p a s s in g  of " th e  j u s t l y  lam ented T u n s ta l l ,

who h a p p ily  b lended  u t i l i t y  and ornam ent i n  a l l  th e  s t r u c tu r e s  upon th e

l i n e  of t h e  D a n v ille , and i f  h is  s u c c e s s o rs  s h a l l  be a c tu a te d  by l i k e  good

sen se  and good t a s t e ,  t h i s  w i l l  be one o f th e  most a t t r a c t i v e  p u b lic  ways 
19

i n  th e  S t a t e .* A f te r  th e  n e c e ssa ry  su rv ey s  and lo c a t io n  had been c o n s is t­

ed in  J u ly ,  1848, c o n s tr u c t io n  was s t a r t e d  on th a t  p a r t  o f th e  l i n e  ly in g
SObetw een Richmond and S tau n to n  r i v e r ,  and th e  f i r s t  s e c t io n  of 13 m ile s ,

ex ten d in g  from  Richmond t o  th e  F a l l in g  Creek co a l p i t s ,  o f th e  Richmond and

D a n v ille  R a ilro a d  was opened f o r  th e  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  of p a ssen g ers  and
21f r e ig h t  on Hew T e a r»s  d a y ,!8 5 l .  2

The V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro a d  Comp any was o r ig in a l ly  named 

th e  Lynchburg and T ennessee R a ilro a d  Company which was c h a r te re d  March 24, 

1848, t o  b u i ld  a  r a i l r o a d  from Lynchburg to  some s u i t a b le  p o in t  on th e  

Tennessee l i n e .  A c a p i t a l  s to c k  o f $2 ,500 ,000  d iv id e d  in to  25,000 sh a re s  

a t  $100 each a u th o r iz e d  and th e  coup any was p e rm itte d  to  o rg an ize  on a  

s u b s c r ip t io n  of 1200 s h a r e s .  The p r e s id e n t  and board  of d i r e c to r s  were to  

r e g u la te  th e  t a r i f f s  and d iv id en d s u n t i l  th e  l a t t e r  reached  15$ p e r  annum 

a t w hich tim e  th e  L e g is la tu re  might r e g u la te  charges so a s  to  keep th e  r a t e  

o f d iv id en d s  from in c r e a s in g .  £$pon th e  coup l e t  io n  of 10 m ile s , sem i-annual 

d iv id en d s  m ight be d e c la re d . I f  c o n s tru c tio n  was n o t begun in  th r e e  y e a rs  

and a f t e r  fo u r y e a rs  a t  l e a s t  10 m ile s  a  y e a r  f in is h e d , th e  Lynchburg and 

Tennessee R a ilro a d  Coup any was to  pay  th e  p e n a lty  of f o r f e i t i n g  any p a r t  of

18. Whig, Feb. 28, 1854
19. Southern  P la n te r ,  XVII,; p . 320
20* American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXVIII, p . 820 
21. Op. C i t . ,  XI, p .  26
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t h e i r  ro ad  not under c o n t r a c t .  Lynchburg wag g iven  power to  ta x  la n d , 

p ro p e r ty ,  and p e rso n s  w ith in  th e  c i t y  l im i t s  and f o r  o n e -h a lf  m ile  be­

yond th e  th e n  p re s e n t  ta x in g  l im i t s  f o r  th e  s p e c i f ic  puxpoae of guaran­

te e in g  6$ d iv id en d s  i$ o n  a  h a l f - m i l l io n  d o l la r  b lo ck  of Lynchburg and
23

Tennessee R a ilro a d  Stock* On March 6 , 1849, th e  name of t h i s  company 

was changed to  th e  V ir g in ia  and T ennessee R a ilro ad  Comp any; th e  S ta te  

was a u th o r iz e d  to  su b sc r ib e  $900,000 w henever $750,000 was su b sc rib e d  by 

o th e r s ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  V ir g in ia  should  not pay  more th a n  $150,000 by th e  

end of th e  f i s c a l  y e a r  end ing  September 30, 1849, $300,000 in  1850, and 

$400,000 each  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  u n t i l  th e  o r ig in a l  s to ck  was tak en  up; th e  

S ta te  was t o  have a  t h r e e - f i f t h s  v o te  and no p e rso n  could  re p re se n t more 

th a n  double th e  number of h i s  own s h a re s ;  o th e r  r a i l r o a d  companies were 

g iven  th e  r ig h t  to  connect w ith  th e  V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro a d  and 

th e  l a t t e r  company was re q u ire d  to  t r a n s p o r t  f r e ig h t  and p a sse n g e rs  of con­

n e c tin g  companies w ith o u t de lay  and a t  th e  same r a te s  as charged tip on 

f r e ig h t  and p a sse n g e rs  o r ig in a t in g  w ith  th e  V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a il­

ro a d , p ro v id e d  th a t  no m otive  power, p a s se n g e r , o r  m ail c a r s  of co n n ec tin g  

ro ad s  shou ld  be p la c e d  t$on  th e  V irg in ia  and T ennessee, although  f r e ig h t  

c a rs  o f .connecting  r a i l r o a d s  co u ld  run  over th e  t r a c k s  of th e  V irg in ia  

and T ennessee R a ilro a d  Company; th e  l a s t  m entioned comp any was in s t r u c te d  

t o  c o n s tru c t  dep o ts  on James R iver and Kanawha Canal lan d  and to  d e l iv e r  

goods t o  and re c e iv e  them  from th e  can a l w ithou t any e x t r a  charge; and p e r ­

m iss io n  was g iv en  to  in c re a s e  th e  c a p i t a l  s tock  of th e  V irg in ia  and Tennessee

R a ilro a d  Company by th e  amount of $500,000, w ith  th e  S ta te  ta k in g  t h r e e - f i f t h s  

23of t h i s  in c r e a s e .  The company was r e g u la r ly  o rg an ized  August 18, 1848, by

22, Va. A c ts , 1847-48, p p . 184-86 
33. I b i d . ,  1848-49, pp* XOI-3
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th e  a l a c t io n  o f Odin G. C lay aa p r e s id e n t ;  th e  f i r s t  s e c t io n  of th e  V irg in ia  

and T ennessee R a ilro a d  ex ten d in g  from  Lynchburg to  Salem, 61 m ile s , was 

p la c e d  u n d er c o n tra c t  i n  December, 1849, a t  a  co st of $1 ,000 ,000 , e x c lu s iv e  

of b u i ld in g s  and r o l l i n g  s to c k ; and p a r t  of th e  ro a d  betw een Lynchburg and 

L ib e r ty ,  21 m ile s , was fo rm a lly  opened i n  A p r il ,  1852, and th e  e n t i r e  d iv i -
O A

s io n  th ro u g h  to  Salem by th e  end o f th e  same y e a r .

The Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro ad  Conpany was c h a r te re d  March 27,

1848, to  c o n s tru c t a  r a i l r o a d  from A lex an d ria  v ia  C ulpeper C ourthouse th e n c e

v ia  Orange C ourthouse to  G o rd o n sv ille . I t s  a u th o riz e d  c a p i t a l  was $937,500

i n  $50 s h a re s , which was su b seq u en tly  in c re a se d  $100,000 f o r  b u ild in g  th e

War r e n t  on B ranch, $420,000 f o r  com pleting  th e  main l i n e ,  and $1 ,500 ,000  fo r
25c o n s tru c t in g  th e  Lynchburg e x te n s io n . When 5,400 sh a re s  of th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck

were su b sc r ib e d , th e  company was p e rm itte d  to  o rg a n iz e . In  o rd e r to  s u f f e r

no p e n a l ty ,  th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro a d  must be commenced i n  two

y e a rs  and com pleted w ith in  te n  y e a rs . The Orange and A lexandria  R a ilro a d

Coup any was re q u ire d  to  c a r ry  tonnage and p a ssen g e rs  o f in te r s e c t in g  road
26

( V irg in ia  C e n tra l ) a t  th e  same r a te s  a s  t h e i r  ^through t r a f f i c .  At th e  

nex t s e s s io n  of th e  L e g is la tu re ,  th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was a u th o r iz e d  

t o  in c re a s e  i t s  s u b s c r ip t io n s  from tw o - f i f th s  to  t h r e e - f i f t h s  of th e  c a p i t a l  

s to c k , w ith  th e  S ta te  b e in g  re p re se n te d  by th r e e  of th e  f iv e  d i r e c to r s  who 

w ith  th e  p re s id e n t  w ere t o  conpose th e  b o a rd . The s u b s c r ip t io n  r a t i o  f o r  

th e  e a s te rn  s e c t io n  was $202,500 su b sc rib ed  by th e  S ta te  f o r  $135,000 sub­

sc r ib e d  by o th e r s ,  w h ile  t h a t  of e i t h e r  of th e  o th e r  s e c t io n s  was $75,000 

by th e  S ta te  f o r  $50,000 by o th e rs .  A p r iv a te  s u b s c r ip t io n  of $135,000

24. American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l, XXVIII, p p . 321-22
25. I b i d . ,  XXIX, p .  245
26 . Va. A c ts , 1847-48, p p . 191-92
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f o r  any one s e c t io n  would now en ab le  th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro a d

Coup any to  o rgan ize*  A lso by t h i s  A ct, th e  r a t e s  were to  be th e  same b o th

w ays, th e  tim e  f o r  b e g in n in g  and com ple ting  c o n s tru c tio n  warn* ex tended  a

y e a r ,  and p e rm iss io n  was g iv en  to  A le x an d ria  to  su b sc r ib e  $100,000 to  th e
27c a p i t a l  s to c k  of th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro ad  Company* T h is  company 

was o rg a n iz e d  i n  May, 1849, on a  s u b s c r ip t io n  of $325,000 from so u rces  o th e r

th a n  th e  S ta te ,  su rveys w ere du ly  execu ted  d u rin g  th e  ensu ing  summer, con-
28

s t r u c t io n  was begun a t  A lex an d ria  March 4 ,  1850, and th e  f i r s t  27 m ile s
39

of th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro a d  w ere opened in  O ctober, 1851«

An Act in c o rp o ra t in g  th e  Blue Ridge R a ilro a d  Company was p a sse d  

March 5 , 1849, f o r  th e  p u rp o se  of c o n s tru c tin g  a  r a i l r o a d  from th e  e a s t­

e rn  b a se  of t h e  Blue R idge to  i t s  w e s te rn  base in c lu d in g  th e  n e c e ssa ry  tu n ­

n e l ,  The Board of P u b lic  Works was made na  body p o l i t i c  and c o rp o ra te  

u n d e r th e  name and s ty l e  o f 'The B lue Ridge R a ilro a d  Coaqpany1 n s u b je c t to  

a l l  t h e  p ro v is io n s  of t h e  Act of 1837 re g u la t in g  th e  in c o rp o ra tio n  o f r a i l ­

road  companies* Power was g iven  to  th e  p re s id e n t  and d i r e c to r s  of s a id  

company t o  enploy  a  com petent en g in ee r to  lo c a te  th e  Blue Ridge R a ilro a d  

so  a s  t o  connec t w ith  th e  L o u isa  a t  o r  n e a r  B la ir  P a rk  in  A lbem arle County 

and t o  ex ten d  to  some p o in t  a t o r  n e a r  Waynesborough in  A ugusta County*

Upon th e  lo c a t io n  of th e  ro u te  and th e  p la tB  and maps th e re o f  b e in g  reco rd ­

ed in  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c le rk * s  o f f ic e s  of th e  c o u n tie s  th rough  which th e  

B lue Ridge R a ilro a d  and tu n n e l  should  p a s s ,  th e  t i t l e  became, ip  so f a c to  , 

v e s te d  i n  t h e  Commonwealth* As soon a s  th e  lo c a t io n  was c o n s is te d  and a f t e r  

due a d v e r tise m e n ts  in  th e  p u b l ic  p r i n t s ,  th e  Blue Ridge R a ilro ad  Conpany

27 . I b i d . ,  1848-49, p p . 107-8
28* American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXIII, p .  166
29. I b i d . ,  XXIX, p .  245
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shou ld  p ro c e ed  to  1 s t  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of s a id  tu n n e l and 

r a i l r o a d  r e q u ir in g  bonds w ith  approved s e c u r i ty  f o r  th e  f a i t h f u l  ex ec u tio n

th e r e o f ,  p ro v id e d  th a t  th e  company shou ld  n o t c o n tra c t  to  pay more th a n

$100,000 i n  any one y e a r  f o r  above purposes*  During th e  1852-53 s e s s io n

of th e  G enera l Assembly, t h i s  amount was in c re a se d  to  not more th a n  $200,000

to  be added to  th e  S ta te  deb t by J u ly  I ,  1853, and $100,000 by January  I ,  1854,
30

on th e  account of th e  B lue Ridge R a ilro a d  Coupany. The p re s id e n t  and d i­

r e c to r s  of th e  B lue R idge R a ilro a d  Cozqaany w ere a u th o r is e d  to  borrow on th e  

c r e d i t  of V irg in ia  a  sum o r  sums o f money n o t exceed ing  $100,000 in  any one 

y e a r .  E x c lu s iv e  use of ro ad  when c o u p le te d  was g ra n te d  to  th e  L o u isa  R a il­

ro ad  Coup any i f  i t  a cc e p ted  w ith in  one y e a r  th e  p ro v is io n s  of t h i s  A ct,

These p ro v is io n s  w ere t h a t  th e  L ou isa  shou ld  keep th e  Blue Ridge R a ilro a d  

and tu n n e l  i n  good r e p a i r  a t  own expense fo re v e r  a f t e r ;  pay  an n u a lly  in to  

th e  t r e a s u r y  of th e  Commonwealth f i f t y  c e n ts  fo r  each p a sse n g e r and te n  

c e n t8 fo r  each b a r r e l  of f l o u r  c a r r ie d  th ro u g h  s a id  tu n n e l and 10% o f L ou isa  

R a i lro a d  Company’s  charge f o r  t r a n s p o r t in g  each to n  of produce and merchan­

d is e  (ex cep t gypsum on w hich no t o l l  shou ld  be p a id )  from any p o in t e a s t of 

B lue Ridge tu n n e l t o  Waynesborough o r  from Waynesborough to  any p o in t  e a s t 

of t h i s  tu n n e l ;  r e p o r t  a n n u a lly  th e  number of p a s se n g e rs , b a r r e ls  of f lo u r ,  

to n s  of p ro duce  and m erchandise  c a r r ie d  th ro u g h  s a id  tu n n e l w ith  a  t r u e  

s ta tem e n t from  i t s  books o f th e  charges on produce and m erchandise so c a r­

r i e d ,  p ro v id e d  th a t  i t  shou ld  be un law fu l fo r  th e  L ou isa  R a ilro ad  Coup any 

t o  ch arg e  a  g r e a te r  r a t e  f o r  t h i s  d is ta n c e  th a n  f o r  th e  same d is ta n c e  on 

o th e r  p o r t io n s  of i t s  ro a d . Whenever th e  t o l l s  p a id  to  th e  S ta te  eq u aled  

th e  c o s t  of c o n s tru c tio n  o r  th e  L ou isa  R a ilro a d  Comp any secured th e  repay­

ment of such c o s t i n  in s ta lm e n ts  ag reed  upon by s a id  L ou isa  and Blue Ridge

30, Va, A c ts , 1852-53, p ,  67
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R a ilro a d  Companies, th o  t i t l e  to  th e  B lue Ridge R a ilro a d  and tu n n e l ,  " q u i t

and d isch a rg e d  from th e  payment of any t o l l  to  th e  Commonwealth," shou ld  be 

v e s te d  in  t h e  L o u isa  R a ilro a d  Con$>any. The c a p i t a l  s to c k  o f th e  L o u isa  

R a ilro a d  Company was in c re a s e d  $150,000 to  ex tend  i t s  ro ad  from th e  w este rn  

te rm in u s  of th e  Blue Ridge R a ilro a d  and tu n n e l t o  S tau n to n  w ith  th e  view of 

i t s  f u r th e r  e x te n s io n  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  of Covington and th e  Board of P u b lic  

Works was a u th o r is e d  t o  ta k e  t h r e e - f i f t h s  of t h i s  in c re a s e .  I f  th e  L ou isa  

R a ilro a d  Comp any d e c lin e d  to  accep t th e  p ro v is io n s  of t h i s  A ct, th e n  th e  

B lue Ridge R a ilro a d  Company was empowered to  open books and accep t su b sc rip ­

t i o n s  t o  a  c a p i t a l  s to c k  of $60,000 a t $50 a  sh a re . When 600 sh a res  were 

su b sc rib e d  by o th e r s  th a n  th e  S ta te ,  th e  S ta te  was t o  su b sc rib e  f o r  900 sh a re s , 

a t  w hich tim e  th e  B lue R idge R a ilro a d  Coup any would be p e rm itte d  to  beg in  

c o n s tr u c t io n .  The r a t i o  of 100 sh a re s  su b sc rib e d  f o r  p r iv a te ly  to  150 sh a re s  

s u b sc r ib e d  f o r  by th e  S ta te  was to  h o ld  u n t i l  th e  a g g reg a te  s u b s c r ip t io n s  

amounted t o  $150,000 w hich was to  be re g a rd ed  as th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  of th e  

B lue R idge R a ilro a d  Company. The Board of P u b lic  Works cou ld  borrow money 

f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  and th e  B lue Ridge R a ilro a d  Cos^any was to  have th e  same 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  and p r iv i l e g e s  as th e  L o u isa  R a ilro ad  Company. Should th e  

L o u isa  accep t th e  p ro v is io n s  of t h i s  A ct, th e n  i t  must charge th e  same r a te s  

f o r  p a s se n g e rs  and m erchandise  of c o n n ec tin g  r a i l r o a d s  as charged f o r  th e

same t r a f f i c  o r ig in a t in g  on t h e i r  own ro ad .^ *  C o n s tru c tio n  on th e  Blue

32
Ridge R a ilro a d  began i n  F eb ru a ry , 1850, and th e  e ig h t m ile s  from Me chum

r iv e r  in c lu d in g  Greenwood tu n n e l  were opened and used  by th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l
33

f o r  f r e ig h t  and p a sse n g e rs  by th e  end of November, 1853.

31. I b i d . ,  1848-49, p p . 99-101
32. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1850, p .  3
33. I b i d . ,  1855, p .  1062
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The Manassas Gap R a ilro a d  Coop any was c h a r te r e d  March 9 , 1850, to  

"build a  r a i l r o a d  from some conven ien t p o in t  on th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  

th ro u g h  M anassas Gap to  H arriso n b u rg  p a s s in g  n ea r S t r  as bu rg . A c a p i t a l  s to ck  

of $800,000 a t  $50 a  sh a re  was a u th o r iz e d  w ith  a  maximum l im i t  of $1 ,200 ,000  

and  p e rm is s io n  was g iv en  f o r  th e  eonpany to  o rg a n iz e  on a  s u b s c r ip t io n  of 

$150 ,000 . I f  t h r e e - f i f t h s  of th e  l e g a l  v o te r s  of A lex an d ria  v o ted  i n  fa v o r  

of A le x an d ria  s u b s c r ib in g  t o  th e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  of th e  Manassas Gap R a ilro a d  

Comp any , th e n  a  s u b s c r ip t io n  n o t exceed ing  $150,000 m ight be made. D ividends 

o f  a l l  th e  n e t  p r o f i t s  m ight be d e c la re d  bu t th e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  was no t to  be 

u sed  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e , t th e  t o l l s  should  n o t be under th e  c o n tro l of th e  Board 

o f  P u b lic  Works but sh o u ld  be re g u la te d  and p re s c r ib e d  by th e  p re s id e n t  and 

d i r e c to r s ,  th e  p ro p e r ty  and p r o f i t s  o f th e  company w ere regarded  a s  p e rs o n a l 

e s t a t e  and w ith  th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  w ere exempted from  ta x a t io n ,  th e  d iv id en d s 

w ere a lso  exempted u n le s s  th e  income exceeded 7$ p e r  annum i n  w hich case  

th e y  m ight be s u b je c t  to  t a x a t io n ,  and th e  p ro v iso  of th e  10 th  s e c t io n  of th e  

Act of 1337 ( la n d  damages) shou ld  n o t ap p ly  t o  t h i s  coapany. The p ro v is io n s  

o f th e  Act of 1837 w ere to  govern th e  M anassas Gap R a ilro a d  Coop any w ith  th e  

e x c e p tio n s  p re v io u s ly  noted*  In  o rd e r  t o  speed th e  se tt le m e n t of any d isp u te  

a r i s in g  o v e r th e  c a r ry in g  of th e  U nited  S ta te s  M ail, a  board  of a r b i t r a t i o n  

to  be a p p o in te d , i f  n e c e s sa ry , by th e  L e g is la tu re  of V irg in ia  was p ro v id ed  

whose award sho u ld  be f i n a l  and b in d in g  on t h i s  r a i l r o a d  coup any. I f  con­

s t r u c t io n  was n o t commenced w ith in  4 y e a rs  w ith  a t  l e a s t  20 m ile s  under con­

t r a c t  and c a r r i e d  fo rw ard  a t  th e  r a t e  of 10 m ile s  a  y ear a f t e r  6 y e a rs  ,  th e n
3 4

th e  c h a r te r  of th e  M anassas Gap R a ilro a d  Coup any was f o r f e i t e d  to  th e  States?

34. Va. A c ts , 1849-50, p p . 73-4
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On F eb ru a ry  10 , 1851, th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was a u th o r iz e d  t o  su b sc rib e  

$ 40 ,000  on b e h a lf  o f th e  S ta te  whenever $60,000 was su b sc rib e d  by o th e r s  

u n t i l  tw o - f i f th s  o f th e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  o r  $320,000 was ta k e n  by th e  S ta te .  

T h is  money re c e iv e d  f o r  c a p i t a l  s to c k  shou ld  no t be sp en t vpon th e  co n stu c - 

t i o n  of th e  r a i l r o a d  beyond S traab u rg  u n t i l  i t  was com pleted to  t h a t  p o in t .

I t  was f u r t h e r  p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  M anassas Gap R a ilro a d  Company shou ld  be 

s u b je c t  to  th e  Code of V ir g in ia  w hich went in to  e f f e c t  Ju ly  I ,  1850, and th e

above e x c e p tio n s  co n ce rn in g  la n d  damages, d iv id e n d s , t o l l s ,  and ex eu p tio n
35

from  ta x a t io n  w ere re p e a le d . The M anassas Gap R a ilro a d  Company was or**
36

g a n iz e d  August I ,  1850, by th e  e le c t io n  of a  p re s id e n t  and d i r e c to r a te ;  by
37August 26 , X85I, c o n s tr u c t io n  had begun; and by Septem ber 2 , 1852, t r a i n s

w ere ru nn ing  to  R ectortow n w hich was 29^ m ile s  from i t s  ju n c tio n  w ith  th e
« 38Orange and A lex an d ria  and I 2 f  m ile s  from th e  summit of th e  Blue R idge.

The N orthw estern  V irg in ia  RailroadsCompanyrwas inC orpora t ed Feb­

r u a ry  14, 1851, to  c o n s tu c t a  r a i l r o a d  from  P a rk e rsb u rg  to  some p o in t  on 

t h e  B altim o re  and Ohio a t  o r  n e a r  th e  mouth of Three fo rk s  in  T ay lo r County. 

T h ir ty  th o u san d  sh ares  of cep i t  @1 s to c k  a t  $50 a  sh a re  were p ro v id ed  and t h i s  

eonpany co u ld  o rg a n iz e  on a  s u b s c r ip t io n  of 3,000 s h a re s . I f  n e c e ssa ry  to  

c o u p le te  ro a d , th e  N orthw estern  V irg in ia  R a ilro a d  Company was g iven  power 

to  in c re a s e  i t s  c a p i t a l  s to c k , borrow money by is s u in g  bonds and m ortgaging 

th e  ro a d . A lthough c o n s tru c t io n  must be commenced w ith in  two y e a rs , th e  

N orthw estern  V irg in ia  R a ilro a d  could  no t be used u n t i l  12 months a f t e r  th e  

com pletion  of th e  B a ltim o re  and Ohio to  W heeling, p ro v id ed  th a t  t h i s  r e -

35. I b i d . ,  1850-51, p .  69
36. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1852, p . 344
37. I b i d . ,  I 851, p .  142
38. I b i d . ,  1852, p .  347
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s t r i c t  io n  should  cease  upon W h ee lin g ^  f a i l u r e  to  s u b sc r ib e  to  th e  B altim ore

39
and Ohio R a ilro a d  Company as  b e fo re  agreed* The N orthw estern  V irg in ia

R a i lro a d  Company was o rg a n iz ed  August 2 , 1851, by th e  e le c t io n  of a  p re s id e n t

and board  of d i r e c to r s  who two days l a t e r  te n d e red  th e  o f f ic e  of c h ie f  e n g i-
40

n e e r t o  Benjamin H. L a tro b e ; h i s  accep tan ce  was soon a f te rw a rd s  received*
41

W hile c o n s tru c tio n  began in  November,, 1852, and was n e a r in g  com pletion  in

1855, th e  N orthw estern  V ir g in ia  R a ilro a d  was n o t f u l l y  opened i t s  whole
42

le n g th  u n t i l  J u ly  I ,  1857*

C h arte red  March 4 , 1851, f o r  th e  p u rpose  of c o n s tru c tin g  a  r a i l ­

ro a d  from  C la r k s v i l le  t o  any p o in t on th e  R aleigh  and Cast on in  N orth C a ro li­

n a , t h a t  th e  two com panies m ight ag ree  upon, th e  Roanoke V a lley  R a ilro a d  

Company had an a u th o r iz e d  c a p i t a l  s to c k  of $300,000 in  $100 s h a re s . When 

$100,000 was p a id  by o th e r s ,  th e  S ta te  was to  pay  $50,000 and upon a  f u r th e r  

p r i v a t e  s u b s c r ip t io n  o f $100 ,000 , th e  S ta te  was to  su b c rib e  an o th er $50,000 

t o  th e  cap i t  a l  s to ck  of th e  Roanoke V a lley  R a ilro a d  Company* T his company 

cou ld  o rg a n iz e  on a  s u b s c r ip t io n  of $150,000 and should  be su b jec t to  th e  

V irg in ia  Code* Power was g ra n te d  to  th e  Roanoke V a lley  R a ilro a d  Company to  

e n te r  in to  c o n tr a c ts  w ith  o th e r  r a i ro a d  companies f o r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  over 

t h e i r  ro ad s  -  running  o f c a r e ,  c a r ry in g  of p e rso n s  and f r e ig h t  a t  same r a t e  

a s  own. I f  c o n s tru c tio n  was n o t s t a r t e d  in  4 y ea rs  and f in is h e d  in  10 y e a rs ,

th e  c h a r te r  of th e  Roanoke V a lley  R a ilro a d  Company was to  be f o r f e i t e d  to  
43th e  S ta te ,  The Roanoke V a lley  R a ilro a d  Company was l e g a l ly  o rgan ized

39. Va* A c ts , I8 5 0 -51, p p . 69-70
40* Va* Board of P u b lic  Works, 1852, p .  561
41* I b i d . ,  1855, p .  938
42* I b i d . ,  1857, p .  257
43. Va. A c ts , 1850-51, p p . 61-2
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March 16, 1852, by th e  e le c t io n  o f a  p re s id e n t  and board of d i r e c to r s ;  on

Ju n e  3, 1852, th e  e n t i r e  l i n e ,  22 m ile s , was p u t under c o n tra c t  and th r e e
44m onths l a t e r  c o n s tru c tio n  was in  f u l l  swing; and th e  road  was opened in

45
M arch, 1855.

The N orfo lk  and P e te rsb u rg  R a ilro ad  Company was c h a r te re d  March 17, 

1851, t o  b u i ld  a  r a i l r o a d  from N orfo lk  v ia  G ilm erton t o  connect w ith  th e  

e a s te rn  te rm in u s  o f th e  Sou thside  a t o r  n e a r  P e te rsb u rg  and i t s  gauge was to  

co rre sp o n d  w ith  th a t  O ftth e  l a t t e r  ro ad . A c a p i t a l  s to ck  o f $800,000 in  

sh a re s  of $100 was a u th o riz e d  and when $100,000 was su b sc rib ed  th e  eonpany 

w ould be allow ed to  o rg a n iz e  su b je c t to  th a t  p a r t  of th e  Code of V irg in ia  

p r e s c r ib in g  g en e ra l r e g u la t io n s  fo r  th e  in c o rp o ra tio n  of r a i l r o a d  com panies. 

N orfo lk  was g ran ted  p e rm iss io n  to  su b sc rib e  not ov er $200,000 to  th e  c a p i t a l  

s to c k  of th e  N orfo lk  and P e te rsb u rg  R a ilro a d  Coup any. C onnections w ith  th e  

S eaboard  and Roanoke must be san c tio n ed  by th e  town T ru s te e s  of P ortsm outh  

b e fo re  made. As th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was re q u ire d  t o  employ a  c o n s t a n t

e n g in e e r  to  survey and re p o r t  on ro u te  w ith  an e s tim a te  of th e  c o s t of con-
46s t r u c t  io n  th e r e o f ,  on A p ril 30, 1851, A. H. Can$>belX was eppoin ted  en g in ee r

t o  su rvey  th e  N orfo lk  and P e te rsb u rg  R a ilro a d  w ith  a  s a la ry  of $1200 a  y ea r

and n e c e ssa ry  expenses, and an advance of $200 was made f o r  in s tru m e n ts  fo r  
47

s a id  su rvey . S ubsequen tly , th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  f ix e d  a t $800,000 was in ­

c re a sed  to  $1 ,500 ,000 w ith  th e  s t a t e  of V irg in ia  ta k in g  $900,000 upon th e  

c o n d itio n  t h a t  th e  rem ain ing  $600,000 should  be made up from p r iv a te  s o u rc e s , 

and by 1856, n e a r ly  $250,000 was p r iv a te ly  ta k en  le a v in g  $350,000 y e t to  be 

made up w hich i f  done a t once would r e s u l t  in  th e  S ta te  is s u in g  bonds to  th e

4 4 . Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1852, p . 415
45. I b i d . ,  1855, p . 872
46. Va. A c ts , 1850-51, p p . 60-1
47. Jo u rn a l of th e  Board of P u b lic  f o r k s ,  I ,  p . 491
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N o rfo lk  and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Company to  cover th e  re s id u e  of th e  amount 
48

p le d g e d . The N orfo lk  and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  Comp any was o rg an ized  A p ril
49

6 , 1853, by th e  e le c t io n  of Dr, F ra n c is  M allory  as p r e s id e n t ,  c o n s tru c t io n
50

was under way one y e a r  l a t e r ,  and th e  road  was in fo rm a lly  opened to  th e
51p u b l ic  Septem ber 1 , 1858.

A c h a r te r  was g ra n te d , January  31, 1853, to  th e  Richmond and York 

R iv e r  R a ilro ad  Company which p ro v id ed  f o r  a  c a p i t a l  s to ck  of not l e s s  th a n  

$250,000 and n o t more th a n  $500,000 in  sh a res  of $100 each f o r  th e  p u rpose  

o f making and p ro v id in g  e v e ry th in g  n ece ssa ry  and convenien t f o r  t r a n s p o r te r  

t i o n  on a  r a i l r o a d  from  Richmond to  some p o in t on th e  York r i v e r  o r  n e a r  

th e  mouth o f th e  Pumunkey. The s u b s c r ip t io n  of 2 ,500 sh a re s  in c o rp o ra te d  

t h i s  eonpany which should  be su b je c t to  th e  p ro v is io n s  and e n t i t l e d  t o  th e  

b e n e f i t s  of th e  56 th , 5 ? th , and 61 s t  c h a p te rs  of th e  Code of V irg in ia .  

Surveys of d i f f e r e n t  ro u te s  were to  be made by t h e i r  en g in ee r whose r e p o r ts  

o f s a id  su rveys and o f th e  r e l a t iv e  advantages fo r  th e  accommodation of 

sh ip p in g  o f th e  s e v e ra l  h a rb o rs  i£>on York r i v e r  o r  th e  Pumunkey shou ld  be 

l a i d  b e fo re  a  g e n e ra l m eeting  of th e  Richmond and York R iver R ailro ad  Conn 

pany*s s to c k h o ld e rs  f o r  t h e i r  s e le c t io n  of th e  most d e s ir a b le  ro u te . Con­

s t r u c t io n  was t o  be commenced not l a t e r  th a n  f iv e  y ears  a f t e r  th e  p assag e

of t h i s  Act and th e  Richmond and York R iver R a ilro ad  must be c o n s is te d  

w ith in  te n  y e a r s .  I f  th e  road d e s ire d  to  e n te r  Richmond, th e  consent of 

t h e  c o u n c il of Richmond must f i r s t  be o b ta in e d . As soon as 1,500 sh a res  

were su b sc rib e d  fo r  by in d iv id u a ls  and o th e r  c o rp o ra tio n s , so lven t and a b le  

t o  p a y , th e  Board of P u b lic  Works was to  su b sc rib e  $3 f o r  every $2 p r iv a t e -

4 8 . American R a ilro ad  J o u rn a l, XXIX, 532
49. I b i d . ,  p .  531
50. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1855, p .  958
51. I b i d . ,  1859, p .  324



l y  su b sc r ib e d  u n t i l  th e  whole amount, $500*000, was su b sc rib e d  o r  a s  much

th e r e o f  as was n e ce ssa ry  com plete and equip th e  Richmond and York R iv er 
52

R ailroad*

New Kent C ourthouse

At a  m eeting  o f th e  com m issioners o f th e  Richmond and York R iv e r

R a i lro a d  h e ld  i n  Richmond F ebruary  9* 1853, books f o r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  t o  th e

s to ck  w ere a u th o r iz e d  t o  be opened a t  th e  fo llo w in g  p la c e s  by th e  gentlem en
53

whose names appear below :

Abram Warwick 
Richmond a t  American H o te l B ernard Pey ton

Chas. Dimmock 
John A* L a n c a s te r

Richmond T. Lacy 
John D„. C h r is t ia n  
James Stam per 
Geo. W illiam son 
Dr. A. Crump

J o s ia h  L. Dean 
Thomas B. Booth 
Caleb Leigh 
J o e l  Hays

Lemuel J* Bowden 
Robert Saunders 
Robert M cCandlish

Geo. B. T a l ia f e r r o  
J .  B rand t, J r .

Ludlam and P le a s a n ts

G lo u c e s te r  C ourthouse

W illiam sburg

B altim ore

New York
54

The books were opened a t  th e  above named p la c e s  A p ril 18, 1853. A meet­

in g  in  King and Queen County to  a ro u se  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  Richmond and York 

R iv er R a ilro a d  schedu led  f o r  December 15, 1853, was postponed  t i l l  Jan u a ry

24, 1854, fo r tb h e  sake of harmony and co n ce rted  a c t io n  among a l l  f r i e n d s  of
55

t h i s  ro ad  and as th e  books were c lo se d  Jan u ary  20, 1854, was c a l l e d  o f f

52. Va. A c ts , 1852-53, p p . 135-36
53. Whig, Feb. 22, 1853 
$4. I b i d . ,  March 29 , 1853
55. I b i d . ,  Dec. 9 , 1853
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a s  a  m a tte r  o f c o u rse . D uring a  m eetin g  o f th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  in  King and

Queen C ourthouse F eb ru a ry  9 , 1854, th e  Richmond and York R iv er R a ilro a d  Com­

pany  was du ly  o rg an ized  by th e  e le c t io n  o f M. A. Dudley a s  p re s id e n t  and

M essrs. Douglas and N icho lson  as d i r e c t o r s ,  and in s t r u c t io n s  were g iven  f o r
57

a  su rvey  of f iv e  d i f f e r e n t  ro u te s .  By O ctober I ,  1855, c o n s tru c t io n  of th e
58

Richmond and York R iv e r R a ilro a d  was w e ll under way and th e  24 m ile s  from

Richmond to  W hite House w ere opened f o r  f r e ig h t  and p a sse n g e r  t r a f f i c  i n  
59

O c to b er, 1859.

The C ovington and Ohio R a ilro a d  Conpany was in c o rp o ra te d  F eb ru a ry  

1 5 , 1853. A ll th e  pow ers c o n fe rre d  by th e  Code on S ta te  account and th e  a d ­

d i t i o n a l  pow ers, p r i v i l e g e s ,  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f Code f o r  companies in c o r ­

p o r a te d  to  c o n s tru c t  r a i l r o a d s  were g ra n te d  to  th e  Board of P u b lic  Works f o r  

th e  p u rp o se  of c o n s t r u c t in g  and equip in  g a  r a i l r o a d  w ith  a  heavy r a i l  from  

some p o in t  a t  o r  n e a r  C ovington o r  C li f to n  Forge i n  th e  county  of A lle ^ ie n y  

t o  some p o in t  on th e  Ohio R iv er n o t below th e  mouth of th e  B ig Sandy r i v e r  

n o r  above th e  town of P o in t P le a s a n t .  C o n s tru c tio n  was t o  begin  and continue 

from w e s te rn  te rm in u s  a t  same tim e  as e a s te rn  te rm in u s , b u t t h i s  and th e  

fo llo w in g  req u irem en t w ere l a t e r  changed* Power was g iven  to  th e  Board of 

P u b lic  Works to  borrow f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  n o t more th a n  $1 ,600 ,000  on th e  

c r e d i t  of t h e  Commonwealth. There was t o  be no in te r f e r e n c e  w ith  th e  ro u te  

o r  t r a c k  of th e  James R iv e r  and Kanawha Company w ith in  s ix  months a f t e r  th e  

p a ssa g e  of t h i s  Act and s ix  months n o t ic e  had to  be g iven  th e  s a id  company 

by t h e  C ovington and Ohio R a ilro a d  Company b e fo re  lo c a t in g  each s u c c e ss iv e

56. I b i d . ,  J an . 20 , 1854
57. I b i d . ,  F eb . 14, 1854
58. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1855, p .  1129
59. I b i d . ,  I8 6 0 , p .  456



60
s e c t io n  of 50 m ile s .

By th e  end o f I8 6 0 , no p a r t  o f th e  224 m ile  l i n e  betw een C ovington

and th e  Ohio r i v e r  was f in i s h e d  a lth o u g h  th e  22 m ile s  from  Covington to  th e

W hite S u lphur f r i n g e  w ere under c o n tra c t  and i n  p r o g r e s s .  The fo llo w in g

a p p r o p r ia t io n s  had been made by th e  L e g is la tu re  of V ir g in ia  to  th e  C ovington
61

a n d  Ohio R a ilro a d  Company:

1. F ebruary  15, 1853, $ 1 ,000 ,000
2 . March 13 , 1856, $500,000
3. March 20, 1858, $800,000
4 . F eb ru a ry  20, I8 6 0 , $2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0

The F re d e r ic k sb u rg  and G o rd o n sv ille  R a ilro a d  Company was c h a r te d  

March I ,  1853, to  c o n s tr u c t  a  r a i l r o a d  from  F re d e ric k sb u rg  to  th e  V irg in ia  

Cent r id  a t o r  n e a r  G o rd o n sv ille . A c a p i t a l  s to ck  of $460,000 in  $100 sh a re s

was a u th o r iz e d  and w henever $92,000 was su b sc rib e d  f o r  by o th e r s  th a n  th e

S ta te ,  th e  S ta te  was t o  su b sc rib e  $138 ,000 . P e rm iss io n  was given  f o r  th e  

o rg a n iz a t io n  of th e  F re d e ric k sb u rg  and G o rd o n sv ille  R a ilro a d  Company upon a  

p r iv a t e  s u b s c r ip t io n  of $92 ,000 . T h is  company was t o  be su b je c t to  th e  Code 

o f  V ir g in ia  and might c o n tra c t  w ith  o th e r  companies f o r  th e  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  

o f  f r e ig h t  and p a s s e n g e rs . I f  th e  Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg  and Potomac R a il­

road  co n n ec ted  w ith  a  M aryland ro ad , th e n  th e  F re d e ric k sb u rg  and G o rd o n sv ille

R a ilro a d  was fo rb id d e n  to  do so . I t s  c h a r te r  would be f o r f e i t e d  to  th e  S ta te
62

i f  n o t commenced in  3 y e a rs  and com pleted w ith in  10 y e a r s .  The Fredericks**

burg and G o rd o n sv ille  R a ilro a d  Company was o rg an ized  and c o n s tu c tio n  had  b e-
63

gun by Septem ber 30, 1855, but was suspended i n  1857 on account o f la c k  of

60. Va. A c ts , 1852-53, p p . 66-7
61 . Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, I8 6 0 , p .  602
62. Op. C i t . ,  p p .  136-37
63. Op. C i t . ,  1855, p .  878
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means and was resumed i n  1859 w ith  th e  d e c is io n  n o t t o  "build "beyond Orange

650 o urthoU 86•

I f  th e  V ir g in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro a d  Company d id  n o t a cc e p t th e

p r o v is io n s  of an Act p a s s e d  March 3 , 1853, in c o rp o ra t in g  th e  V ir g in ia  and

Kentucky R a ilro a d  Company, d u ring  o r  b e fo re  t h e i r  second annual m eeting  a f t e r

i t s  p a s s a g e , a  new eonpany was a u th o r is e d  form ed. The c a p i t a l  s to c k  of

$150 ,000  was d iv id e d  in to  $100 sh a re s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  of b u ild in g  a  r a i l r o a d

from th e  Kentucky l i n e  a t  o r  n e a r  Cumberland Gap to  some p o in t  on th e  Virgin?*

i a  and T ennessee no t e a s t  of Abingdon, R eso lu tio n s  of th e  s to c k h o ld e rs

cou ld  in c re a s e rb h e  c a p i t a l  u n t i l  $350,000 was sec u re d  w ith  th e  S ta te  ta k in g

t h r e e - f i f t h s  of t h i s  in c r e a s e  i n  a d d i t io n  to  ta k in g  th e  same p ro p o r t io n  of

th e  o r ig i n a l  c a p i t a l  s to c k . C o n s tru c tio n  must b eg in  b e fo re  th e  c lo s e  of th e

f i f t h  y e a r  from  th e  p a ssa g e  of t h i s  Act and be f in i s h e d  w ith in  n in e  y e a r s ,

A d i s t i n c t  s e p a ra t io n  betw een th e  V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro a d  Company

and th e  V ir g in ia  and Kentucky R a ilro a d  Company was t o  be m a in ta in ed  in  m a tte r s

of c a p i t a l ,  exp en ses, rev en u e , p r o f i t s ,  d iv id e n d s , and d e b ts . At g e n e ra l

m e e tin g s , th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  of each company shou ld  have eq u a l r i g h t s  and p r i v -

i l e g e s .  A ll common o f f i c e r s  and expenses of a  g e n e ra l c h a ra c te r  w ere t o  be

e q u i ta b ly  p a id  from th e  fu n d s of b o th  companies in  such p ro p o r t io n s  a s  de-
66

te r a in e d  by th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  in  g e n e ra l m ee tin g s . These p ro v is io n s  w ere

acc e p ted  by th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  of th e  V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro a d  Coup any 
67O ctober 27, 1853. In  I8 6 0 , th e  work of c o n s tru c tio n  on th e  V ir g in ia  and 

K entucky R a ilro a d  was resumed a f t e r  b e in g  suspended f o r  some tim e and su rv ey s

64. Va, Board of P u b lic  Works, 1855, p .  878
65. I b i d . ,  I8 6 0 , p .  595
66. Va. A c ts , 1852-53, p p . 138-39
67. O p .  C i t . ,  1 8 5 3 - 5 4 ,  p .  587
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wore in  p ro g re s s  to  d e f i n i t e l y ^ s e t t l e  th e  lo c a t io n  of th e  e n t i r e  road  w hich

68
was th o u g h t n o t to  exceed 100 m ile s .

The A le x an d ria , Loudoun and Hamp s h ire  R a ilro a d  Comp any was c h a r te r ­

ed  March 15 , 1853, f o r  th e  p u rpose  of c o n s tru c t in g  a  r a i l r o a d  io u th  of 

B row n 's  Gap from  A le x an d ria  v i a  L eesbu rg , C la rk 's  Gap, and Bloomery Gap to  

Paddytow n o r  t o  connect w ith  any r a i l r o a d  in  th a t  v i c i n i t y  which ex tended  

w estw ard to  th e  V ir g in ia  c o a l f ie ld s *  In  o rd e r  t o  do t h i s ,  3,000 sh a re s  of 

c a p i t a l  s to c k  a t  $100 each  w ere p ro v id e d . Whenever $40,000 w a s -p r iv a te ly  

su b sc rib e d  th e  S ta te  was t o  su b sc rib e  $60,000* As soon a s  1 ,000 sh a re s  were 

ta k e n  th e  eonpany co u ld  o rg a n iz e , s u b je c t to  th e  Code of V irg in ia ,  power to  

in c re a s e  th e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  of th e  A le x an d ria , Loudoun and Hampshire R a ilro a d  

Company was g iven  t o  i t s  d i r e c to r a t e .  Should A lex an d ria  d e s ir e  to  do so , a  

s u b s c r ip t io n  of $500,000 m ight be made to  th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  of s a id  eonpany* 

C oncerning c o n n e c tio n s , t h e  A lex an d ria , Loudoun and Hasp s h i r e  R a ilro a d  Com­

pany was p r o h ib i te d  from  co n n ec tin g  w ith  th e  B altim o re  and Ohio e a s t  of Cum­

b e r la n d  o r  any o th e r  ro ad  te rm in a t in g  e a s t  war d ly  o u ts id e  of V irg in ia  and

shou ld  th e  un ion  w ith  th e  W inchester and Potomac ta k e  p la c e ,  th e  same r u le s
69

a p p ly in g  t o  th e  l a t t e r  company would ap p ly  to  th e  new one. The A le x an d ria ,

Loudoun and Hampshire R a i lro a d  Company was o rg an ized  May 24 , 1853, a f t e r  30

days n o t ic e  " th a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  amount of th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  of th e  above
70

named eonpany to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  s u b s c r ib e r s ,  has been  su b sc r ib e d ."  In
71

F e b ru a ry , 1855, c o n s tru c t io n  was s t a r t e d  and th e  A le x an d ria , Loudoun and 

H anpsh ire  R a ilro a d  was opened to  Farm w ell, 31 m iles  from  A lex an d ria , Jan -
72

u a ry  16, I860.

6 8 , Va, Board of P u b lic  W orks, I8 6 0 , p .  601
69. Va, A c ts , 1852-53, p p . 148-50
70 . Op. C i t . ,  1853-54, p .  265 
7 f .  I b i d . ,  1855, p .  254
72. I b i d . ,  I860 , p p . 387*389
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TABLE IX*

CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA RAILROAD COMPANIES. SEPTEMBER 30, 1850.
73

NAME OF COMPANY

P e te rs b u rg  A Roanoke 
W in ch este r A Potomac 
Seaboard  Si Roanoke *
Richmond,, F re d e r ic k sb u rg  Si Potomac 
Appomattox #
V i r g in i a  C e n tra l  I 
Richmond A P e te rs b u rg  
Richmond Si D an v ille  
V ir g in ia  A Tennessee 
Orange St A lex an d ria  
B lue R idge

* fo rm erly  P o rtsm ou th  A Roanoke 
a  in c lu d in g  $150,,000 S ta te  Loan

TOTAL HELD BY STATE

619.000 323,500 a
300.000 270,000 a
641,650 406,650 a

1 .00 0 .0 0 0  275,200
150.000 110,000 b

1 .700 .000  900,000
685,600 385,600 a

1 .500 .000  900,000
3 .000 .000  1 ,636 ,364

900.000 540,000
600.000 600,000
# fo rm erly  C ity  P o in t J fo rm e r ly  L ou isa
® in c lu d in g  $50,000 S ta t£  Loan

TABLE X*

COMPARISON OF CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT COMPANIES. 1850.

NUMBER KIND OF COMPANY LENGTH TOTAL HELD BY STATE

64 T urnp ike 2 ,2 5 5 i 3 ,658 ,450 .59  2 ,0 2 8 ,7 8 5 .3 3  ♦
12 C anal A N a v ig a tio n  I , 4 I 2 f  16 ,834 ,412 .30  6 ,5 4 7 ,4 3 7 .7 1 #
I I  R a ilro a d  I,004J- 11 ,096 ,250 .00  6 ,3 4 7 ,3 1 4 .0 0  jj
* in c lu d in g  $25,000 S ta te  Loan #  in c lu d in g  $ 2 ,022 ,204 .69  S ta te  Loan

{ in c lu d in g  $650,000 S ta te  Loan

The p re c e d in g  t a b l e s  a re  based  -agon t h e  in fo rm a tio n  p re s e n te d

to  th e  S enate  of V ir g in ia  March 28 ,1851 , by th e  Second A u d ito r, J .  Brown, J r . ,

i n  com pliance w ith  i t s  r e s o lu t io n  p a sse d  F ebruary  26 , 1851. Both ta b le s

c o n ta in  d a ta  b ro u g h t down t o  September 30, 1850. In  tab leX X  w il l  be found

a  d e ta i l e d  s ta te m e n t of th e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  of V irg in ia  R a ilro a d  Companies

w ith  th e  name of th e  cozqaany, th e  t o t a l  amount of th e  c o i t a l  s to ck  of each ,

and  th e  amount of s to ck  h e ld  And to  be h e ld  by th e  S ta te  in  each eonpany,

in c lu d in g  S ta te  lo a n s .  T ab le  '% summarises, ^nd compares th e  amount of

74

73. Jo u rn a l of th e  S enate  o f th e  G eneral Assembly of V irg in ia ,  1850-51, 
Document No. 8 , p p . 4 -9 . H en cefo rth  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  Senate  J o u rn a l .

74. I b id .
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c a p i t a l  s to c k  of V ir g in ia  i n t e r n a l  iuprovom ent com panies by g iv in g  th e  num­

b e r  and k in d  of eonpany, th e  t o t a l  le n g th  in  m ile s  acco rd in g  to  c h a r t e r s ,  

th e  t o t a l  c a p i t a l  s to c k  in  d o l la r s  and c e n ts ,  and th e  amount of s to c k  h e ld  

and t o  be h e ld  by th e  S ta te  in  th e  v a r io u s  com panies, in c lu d in g  S ta te  lo a n s . 

These t a b l e s  and th e  su cceed in g  ones have been re a rra n g ed  and obv ious ty p o ­

g ra p h ic a l  e r r o r s  have been  c o r re c te d ,

TABLE XI.
— -  75STATE SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RAILROAD COMPANIES,

NAME OF STATE AMOUNT

V ir g in ia 8 ,000 ,000
M assach u se tts 5 ,400 ,000
M aryland 5,050 ,000
P e n n sy lv an ia 4 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0
G eorg ia 3 ,500 ,000
New York 3 ,000,000
M isso u ri 2 ,000 ,000
Tennessee 1 ,300 ,000

TABLE X II.
76

STATE SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RAILROAD COMPANIES. 1857.

NAME OF STATE VALUE OF REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE CONTRIBUTIONS BY STATE

V ir g in ia  391,000,000 10,028,000
G eorg ia  335,000,000 5 ,000,000 *
South C a ro lin a  288,000,000 2 ,500,000
N orth  C a ro lin a  226,000,000 5 ,968 ,000
Tennessee 207,000,000 8 ,500 ,000

♦ amount r e a l l y  g r e a te r

In  th e  s ix  y e a r  p e r io d , 1851-57, V irg in ia  su b sc rib e d  $2 ,02 8 ,0 0 0  to  

r a i l r o a d  com panies, G eorg ia  more th a n  $1 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 , and Tennessee $ 7 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

The v a lu e  of r e a l  tad p e rs o n a l  e s t a t e  was ta k en  from  th e  1850 U nited  S ta te s

7 5 .  De Bow's Review, XI, p .  425
7 6 .  I b i d . ,  XXIV, p .  6 7
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Census re tu rn s*  V i r g in i a 1 s $10 ,028 ,000  c o n tr ib u t io n  was d i s t r i b u t e d  as  

fo l lo w s :

1. V ir g in ia  and Tennessee $1 ,800 ,000
2 . V ir g in ia  C e n tra l  $1 ,613 ,000
3. B lue Ridge $1 ,234 ,000
4 . C ovington and Ohio $ 796,000
5. O thers  $4 ,583 ,000

TABLE X III .
77

COMPARISON OF CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT COMPANIES. I860.

NUMBER KIND OF COMPANY TOTAL HELD BY STATE

113 Turnpike 3 ,855 ,216 .52  2 ,0 2 3 ,2 2 5 .7 3
10 Canal A N av igation  15 ,111 ,985 .07  4 ,1 7 3 ,7 9 9 .9 5
20 R a ilro a d  39 ,669 ,823 .00  17 ,142 ,715 .89

FIGURE IV.

COMPARISON OF CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT COMPANIES. 1850-60.

T urnpike

Canal A N av ig a tio n

R a ilro a d

The average c a p i t a l  s to ck  of th e  64 tu rn p ik e  coupanies of 1850 was 

$ 5 7 ,1 6 3 .2 9 , and th e  amount h e ld  by th e  S ta te  was $31,309.14* A lthough th e  

av erage  csqp ita l s to ck  of th e  12 c an a l and n a v ig a tio n  companies of 1650 was 

$ 1 ,4 0 2 ,8 6 7 .7 0 , th e  S ta te  o n ly  h e ld  an average of $377 ,102 .75 . In  s p i t e  of

77, R e p o rts , R eturns and o th e r  Documents, r e l a t iv e  t o  J o in t  S tock C oapanies, 
o th e r  th a n  R a ilro a d s , by th e  V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic  Works, 1850-60, 
co n ta in ; th e  m a te r ia l  on tu rn p ik e , can a l and n a v ig a t io n  comp a n ie s ,
Va. Board o f P u b lic  Workp, 1860, p .  606, fo r  r a i l r o a d  co n p an ies .
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t h e  averag e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  o f th e  I I  r a i l r o a d  com panies of 1850 b e in g  s m a lle r  

th a n  t h a t  o f t h e  12 c a n a l and n a v ig a tio n  companies and amounting to  $ 1 ,0 0 8 ,7 5 0 , 

a  l a r g e r  a v e rag e , $ 5 1 7 ,9 3 7 .6 3 , was h e ld  by th e  S ta te  in  th e  f o r a e r .  The S ta te  

lo a n s  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  1850 f ig u re s  w ere ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  in  com puting 

th e  above a v e rag e s . W hile th e  average  c a p i t a l  s to ck  o f th e  tu rn p ik e  conpaa 

n ie s  i n  I860 am ounting to  $34 ,116.96  had d ecreased  from th a t  of 1850, th e  

number of coup a n ie s  had n e a r ly  doubled and th e  average  amount h e ld  by th e  

S ta te ,  $ 1 7 ,9 0 4 .6 5 , had been  almost cu t i n  h a l f .  Fewer can a l and n a v ig a tio n  

coup a n ie s  i n  I860 w ith  a  co rre sp o n d in g  d ec rea se  in  t h e i r  t o t a l  c o i t a l  s to ck  

and s u b s c r ip t io n s  by S ta te  r e s u l te d  in  h ig h e r  av erag es  which were $1 ,5 1 1 ,1 9 8 .5 0  

f o r  c a p i t a l  s to c k  and $417,380 h e ld  by S ta te .  The a u th o r iz e d  r a i l r o a d  cap -

TABLE XIV.
78

CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA RAILROAD COMPANIES . SEPTEMBER 30, I860 .

NAME OF COMPANY CHARTERED TOTAL AMOUNT PAID

P e te r s b u rg February  10 1830 863,200 883 ,200.00
W inchester A Potomac A p ril 8 1831 300,000 300 ,000 .00
Seaboard A Roanoke March 8 1832 833,700 833 ,700 .00
R. F . A P . * F eb ruary  25 1834 1 ,000 ,000 1 ,0 4 5 ,8 8 0 .0 0
V irg in ia  C e n tra l F ebruary  18 1836 3,400 ,000 3 ,1 6 2 ,8 9 4 .2 3
Richmond A P e te rs b u rg March 14 1836 800,000 936 ,100 .00
S o u th s!d e March 5 1846 1 ,400,000 1 ,3 6 9 ,3 0 0 .0 0
Richmond A D an v ille March 9 1837 2 ,000 ,000 1 ,9 8 2 ,1 9 7 .5 0
V ir g in ia  A T ennessee March 24 1848 5 ,000 ,000 3 ,4 9 2 ,8 1 0 .3 2
Orange A A lex an d ria March 27 1848 2 ,957 ,500 2 ,0 3 9 ,6 0 3 .7 3
Blue Ridge March 5 1849 1,605 ,423 1 ,6 0 5 ,4 2 3 .0 0
M anassas Gap March 9 1850 3,800,000 3,188,310,9®
N orthw estern  V irg in ia F eb ruary  14 1851 1 ,500,000 486 ,425 .82
Roanoke V a lley March 4 1851 430,000 427 ,402 .00
N orfo lk  A P e te rs b u rg March 17 1851 1 ,800,000 1 ,7 0 0 ,9 7 3 .6 3
Richmond and York R iv er January  31 1853 700,000 669 ,956 .91
C ovington A Ohio F ebruary  15 1853 4 ,800 ,000 2 ,5 9 2 ,7 6 2 .0 7
F re d e r ic k sb u rg  A G o rd o n sv ille  March I 1853 460,000 220 ,665 ,00
V ir g in ia  and Kentucky March 3 1853 2,500 ,000 119 ,200,82
A. L. A H. # March 15 1853 3,500 ,000 1 ,6 3 1 ,2 4 8 .0 0

♦ Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg  A Potomac # A lex an d ria , Loudoun A Hampshire

78. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, I860 , p .  606
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i t a l  s to c k  average  f o r  I860 was $ 1 ,9 8 3 ,4 9 1 .1 5  and th e  average c a p i t a l  p a id  

i n  by th e  S ta te  was $357 ,135 .79 . An averag e  c a p i t a l  s to c k  of $11 ,041 .04  

p e r  m ile  a rra n g ed  f o r  hy c h a r t e r  i n  1850 was p ro v id e d  of which V irg in ia  was 

t o  h o ld  $ 5 ,6 6 8 096, w h ile  f o r  th e  2076 m ile s  of ra ilw a y s  c o n s tru c te d  by th e  

above V ir g in ia  R a ilro a d  Companies b e fo re  O ctober I ,  I860 , th e re  was an aver­

age a u th o r iz e d  c o i t a l  s to c k  o f $ 14 ,291 .33  w ith  an average  of $ 8 ,257 .57  p e r  

m ile  h av in g  been p a id  in  by th e  S ta te .  T ab le  XIV on th e  p re v io u s  page shows 

th e  d a te s  o f in c o x p o ra tio n , th e  c a p i t a l  s to ck  a u th o r iz e d , th e  t o t a l  c a p i t a l  p a id  

in  by Septem ber 30, I8 6 0 , of each  of th e  r a i l r o a d  com panies l i s t e d .  A p o r­

t r a y a l  o f t h e  d i s t r i b u t io n  of th e  p a id  up c a p i t a l  in  I860 i s  found below :

TMSm XV.
79

DISTRIBUTION OF PAID UP CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA RAILROAD COMPANIES. I860 .

NAMB’OF OQMPANT BY OTHERS BY STATE

P e te rs b u rg 883 ,200.00
W inchester ft Potomac 180,000.00 120,000.00
Seaboard  ft Roanoke 833 ,700.00
Richmond, F re d e ric k sb u rg  ft Potomac 766,680,00 275,200.00
V ir g in ia  C e n tra l 1 ,271 ,183 .55 1 ,891 ,670 .68
Richmond A P e te rsb u rg 450 ,500 .00 385,600.00
S ou ths!de 561,800.00 803,500.00
Richmond ft D an v ille 792,599.00 1,188 ,598 .50
V irg in ia  ft Tennessee 1 ,182 ,285 .32 2 ,270 ,525 .00
Orange ft A lex an d ria 1 ,1 65 ,103 .73 874,500,00
Blue Ridge 1 ,605 ,423 .00
Manassas Gap 1 ,121 ,812 .97 2 ,066 ,500 .00
N orthw estern  V ir g in ia 486 ,425 .82 « a •  a •  « e ■ •  •

Roanoke V a lley 120,000.00 307,402.00
N o rfo lk  ft P e te rs b u rg 600,973.63 1 ,100 ,000 .00
Richmond ft Tork R iv e r 189,589.68 480,367.23
C ovington ft Ohio . . . . . . . . . . 2 ,592 ,762 .07
F re d e r ic k sb u rg  ft G o rd o n sv ille 88 ,266 .00 132,399.00
V ir g in ia  ft Kentucky 47 ,680 .41 71,520.41
A lex an d ria , Loudoun ft Hamp s h ire 654,500.00 976,748.00

79. I b id .
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Four d i f f e r e n t  m ethods f o r  p ro v id in g  means f o r  th e  c o n s tru c tio n

of r a i l r o a d s  i n  th e  U nited  S ta te s  w ere re p o r te d  by C ap ta in  G alt on to  th e
80

L ords of th e  P r iv y  C ouncil o f England. These w ere :

1. C o n s tru c tio n  by th e  S ta te
2 . C o n s tru c tio n  by a  company a ided  by th e  S ta te  which re ­

ta in e d  an i n t e r e s t  in  th e  l i n e  w ith  power to  i n t e r f e r e
3* C o n s tru c tio n  by a  company u n a s s is te d  by th e  S ta te
4 . C o n s tru c tio n  by a  company to  thorn la n d s  )had been': g ra n te d ,

b u t n o t o th e rw ise  in t  e r f  e r re d  w ith

Only th e  f i r s t  th r e e  of th e s e  m ethods o f p ro v id in g  means f o r  th e  c o n s tru c tio n

of r a i l r o a d s  were u sed  in  V irg in ia  b e fo re  I860. A s tro n g  movement in  fa v o r

of V ir g in ia  i n t e r n a l  improvement companies a cc e p tin g  la n d  g ra n ts  from th e

F e d e ra l  Government o c cu rred  du rin g  th e  decade b e fo re  th e  C iv il  War, w hich

d id  n o t p r e v a i l ,  how ever. The Richmond Whig and P u b lic  A d v e r tis e r  alm ost

h a rp e d  on t h i s  s u b je c t alw ays p o in t in g  out how th e  r e f u s a l  to  accept t h i s

a id  from  W ashington hand icapped  V ir g in ia  i n  th e  ra c e  w ith  h e r s i s t e r  S ta te s*

Had t h i s  been  done, th e n  th e  fo u r th  method above would have undoubtedly

been used  in  V irg in ia .

In  o rd e r  to  d e p ic t  th e  e v o lu tio n  of V irg in ia  R a ilro ad  c a p i t a l  

s to c k  d u rin g  1850-60, th e  g raph  o c c u p y in g  th e  next page has been p re p a re d . 

G reat c a re  h a s  been ta k e n  to  show th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  of th e  c a p i ta l  s to ck  in  

1650 and th e  changes w hich to o k  p la c e  d u rin g  th e  next te n  y e a r s . The r e ­

s p e c tiv e  f ig u r e s  a re  c o n ta in ed  in  t a b l e s  IX, X, X I I I ,  XIV, and XV* F u r th e r

d is c u s s io n  of th e  f i n a n c i a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f V irg in ia  R a ilro a d  Comp a n ie s ,
81

1850^-60, w i l l  be found l a t t e r  on un d er f in a n c in g  V irg in ia  R a ilro a d s .

80. De Bowf s Review, XXII, p .  610
01. See below ,
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FIGURE V.

COMPARISON OF CAPITAL STOCK OF VIRGINIA RAILROAD COMPANIES. 1850-60.

P e te rs b u rg  (A Roanoke)

W in ch es te r A Potomac

Seaboard A Roanoke

Richmond,, F re d e r ic k sb u rg  A Potomac 

Appomattox * 

i /V ir g in ia  C e n tra l

Richmond A P e te rs b u rg  

/ S o u t h s !  de 

i/Richmond A D a n v ille

/ V i r g i n i a  A Tennessee

v Orange A A lex an d ria

Blue R idge #

/'M an assas  Gap 

/ N o rth e a s te rn  V irg in ia  

/R oanoke V a lley  

/N o r f o lk  A P e te rs b u rg  

/R ichm ond A York R iv e r 

'/C o v in g to n  A Ohio 

y  F re d e r ic k sb u rg  A G o rd o n sv ille  

V ir g in ia  A Kentucky 

. A le x an d ria , Loudoun A Hamp s h i r e

* p a r t  o f S o u th e id e  i n  I860  #  o p e ra te d  fcy V i r g i n i a  C e n t r a l  i n  I860



CHAPTER IV,

CONSTRUCTION OF VIRGINIA RAILROADS, 1850-60.

On th e  one hand, an account of th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of ©very r a i l ­

road  b u i l t  i n  V irg in ia  f o r  th e  p e r io d  vsrould r e s u l t  in  tire so m e  r e p e t i t i o n  

and co n fu s io n  from e x c e ss iv e  d e t a i l ,  w h ile  on th e  o th e r ,  i t  i s  eq\*ully 

obvious th a t  a  bar© s ta tem e n t of th© number of m ile s  opened, th o se  under 

c o n s tr u c t io n ,  and t o t a l  c o s t  would h a rd ly  s u f f ic e .  One way to  t r e a t  t h i s  

su b je c t would ba to  g iv e  in  f u l l ,  as in  b iography , th© c o n s tru c tio n  re ­

co rds of th e  e n g in ee rs  who b u i l t  th e  ro a d s . V aluable as t h i s  undoubted ly  

would b e , a n o th e r method h as  been chosen. Our aim h e re  i s  to  p re s e n t  as 

c l e a r ly  a s  p o s s ib le ,  th e  p r in c ip le s  and t h e i r  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  th e  th e o ry  

and p r a c t i c e ,  which governed th e  m an ifo ld  c o n s tru c tiv e  a c t i v i t i e s  of V ir­

g i n i a  ra ilw a y s  during  th e  decade ju s t  p re v io u s  to  th© War between th e

S ta te s  so t h a t  th e  e f f e c t  upon th e  re a d e r w il l  be t h a t  of a  com posite

w hole. I l l u s t r a t i v e  exam ples have been s e le c te d  from th e  law s of V irg in ia ,  

t h e  d e c is io n s  of i t s  c o u r ts ,  th© l e g i s l a t i v e  documents, th e  r e p o r ts  of th e  

r e s p e c t iv e  r a i l r o a d  comp a n ie s ,  and th e  m agazines and new spapers c o n su lte d . 

As C ol, C rozet d id  no t h e s i t a t e  to  compare th e  Blue Ridge Tunnel w ith  o th e r  

American and fo re ig n  tu n n e ls ,  we can do no l e s s  th an  fo llow  h is  exam ple. 

In s te a d  of th e  c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd er which has p redom inated  in  th e  t h e s i s  up

to  t h i s  p o in t ,  th e  tre a tm e n t in  t h i s  and th e  succeeding  c h ap te rs  w i l l  b©

m ain ly  t o p i c a l .



Sine© th© Code of 1849 was in  fore©  in  V ir g in ia  f r o m J u ly  I ,

1850 to  J u ly  I ,  I860 , i t  may be w e ll to  examine i t s  p ro v is io n s  r e l a t i n g
I

t o  r a i l r o a d  c o n s tru c tio n  in  th e  Old Dominion* A u tho rized  o f f i c e r s ,  a g e n ts , 

and s e rv a n ts  of in c o x p o ra te d  r a i l r o a d  companies w ere p e rm it te d  to  e n te r  

any la n d  so a s  t o  exam ine, su rv ey , o r  la y  o u t such as  seemed f i t  f o r  t h e i r  

p u rp o se . W hile t h i s  was go ing  on, whoever owned o r  livedo bn^the la n d  was 

no t t o  s u f f e r  any in ju ry *  But a  space  of s ix ty  f e e t  around dw ellings of
2

f r e e  p e rso n s  was to  be f r e e  from  in v a s io n  u n le ss  th e  owner gave h is  c o n se n t. 

Consent of th e  owner o r  t e n a n t ,  fu r th e rm o re , had to  be secu red  b e fo re  throw­

in g  open fe n c es  o r  e n c lo s u re s , c o n s tru c tin g  th ro u g h  same, o r  in ju r in g  th e  

p ro p e r ty  in  any way. The r i g h t  of way co u ld  n o t exceed one hundred fe e t  

in  w id th , ex cep t i n  deep c u ts  and f i l l s ,  where i t  co u ld  be as wide as  n e ce s-  

s a ry V iBor b u ild in g s  o r  abu tm en ts, n o t more th a n  th r e e  a c re s  in  any one 

t r a c t  w ere allowed* V ir g in ia  r a i l r o a d  companies cou ld  n o t h o ld  any more 

r e a l  e s t a t e  th a n  was p ro p e r  f o r  th e  p ro p o se s  fo r  w hich th e y  were incorpo**- 

rs te d *

When th e  r i g h t  of eminent domain had  to  be e x e rc ise d  i n  b eh a lf  

o f a  ra ilw a y  coup any in  V ir g in ia ,  c e r t a in  p ro ceed in g s  e s ta b lis h e d  by law 

w ere o b l ig a to ry  i n  o rd e r  to  ta k e  la n d  w ith o u t th e  consen t of i t s  owner*

I t  i s  no t n e c e ssa ry  f o r  t h i s  d is c u s s io n , however p e r t i n e n t ,  to  t r a c e  th e  

th e  o b l ig a t io n  o f c i t i z e n s  to  su rre n d e r  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty  f o r  p u b lic  u se  upon 

th e  p u b l ic  p ro m isin g  t o  make ju s t  com pensation a l l  th e  way th rough  th e  5 th  

Amendment to  th e  U ,S. C o n s t i tu t io n ,  t h e  V irg in ia  B i l l  of B ig h ts , and th e  

Common Law of England back to  th e  G reat C h a r te r , o r  to  p rove  th a t  e a r l i e r

1. Va. Code, 1849, p*8Q0; Ib id ,  I860 , p . 861
2 . A re p o r t  of such consen t i s  found in  th e  May 20, 1857 is s u e  of th e  

A lex an d ria  V irg in ia  S e n t in e l ,  h e r e a f t e r  c i te d  as  S e n t in e l .



i n  V ir g in ia  th e  p u b lic  r ig h t  to  a  highway on th e  la n d  had been u n ifo rm ly  

a s s e r te d  w ith o u t com pensation to  i t s  owners* The mode of p ro ced u re  by in ­

q u i s i t i o n  i n t h e  e x e rc is e  o f em inent domain in  b eh a lf  of in te r n a l  im prove­

ment com panies and i t s  r e tu r n  t o  th e  boun ty  b o u rt had become an o ld  and
3

f a m il ia r  p r a c t i c e  in  V ir g in ia  b e fo re  1850, A ll p ro p e r ty  r i g h t s  a cq u ired  

by V ir g in ia  r a i l r o a d  com panies under th e  g e n e ra l r a i l r o a d  law  p assed  on

March I I ,  1837, o r  any o th e r  ac t which adopted  i t s  p r o v is io n s ,  were not
4

to  be ta k e n  away o r  is^pa ired  by any f u tu r e  suit of th e  le g is la tu r e *  Every 

comp any which was governed by th e  above law  and every  company which should  

be in c o rp o ra te d  a f t e r  J u ly  I ,  1850, t o  c o n s tru c t  any work of i n t e r n a l  im­

provem ent was to  be governed by i t s  p ro v is io n s  so f a r  as  th e y  supplied to
5

such company w ithou t v io l a t i n g  i t s  c h a r te r*  U nderstanding  th e s e  th in g s ,  

l e t  us fo llo w  th e  p ro c e d u re  when th e  p r e s id e n t  and d i r e c to r s  of a  company 

in c o rp o ra te d  f o r  a  work of in t e r n a l  im provem ent, a  coun ty  c o u r t ,  o r  c o u n c il 

of a  town co u ld  no t ag ree  on th e  te rm s of p u rch ase  w ith  th o s e  e n t i t l e d  to  

la n d s  w anted f o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f such  company, coun ty , o r  town*

When i t  was d e s i r a b le  t o  a s s e s s  damages a long  th e  whole l i n e  

o f im provem ent, f iv e  d i s in t e r e s t e d  f re e h o ld e r s  were to  be ap p o in ted  by th e  

county o r  c o rp o ra tio n  c o u rt in  which such la n d  o r  most of i t  lay* Any 

th r e e  of th e s e  v a lu e r s  co u ld  a c t  in  a r r iv in g  a t  a  ju s t  com pensation. At 

l e a s t  te n  days b e fo re  a  r a i l r o a d  eonpany in te n d e d  to  apply  fo r  such ap p o in t­

m ent, th e  owner, h i s  g u a rd ia n , o r t r u s t e e  should  be n o t i f i e d  to  t h a t  e f fe c t*  

But i f  no owner, g u a rd ia n , o r  t r u s t e e  l iv e d  in  th e  l o c a l i t y ,  th e  n o tic e  

m ight th e n  be p u b lish e d  once a  week f o r  fo u r  weeks i n  some convenient p e$ er

3. Va. R e p o rts , 43, p . 518
4 . Va. A c ts , 1836-37, p .  112
5. Va. Code, 1849, p .  316



«|nd p o s te d  a t  th e  co u rth o u se  door on th e  f i r s t  day o f th e  te rm  next p r e ­

ced in g  th e  a p p l ic a t io n .  When i t  appeared  th a t  p ro p e r  n o tic e  had been 

g iv e n , th e  c o u rt was t o  ap p o in t th e  com m issioners naming th e  day f o r  them 

to  m eet. Any one o r  more o f th e  com m issioners m eeting on th e  la n d  cou ld  

ad jo u rn  from tim e  to  tim e  u n t i l  th e  b u s in e s s  was f in i s h e d .  B efore ex ecu t­

in g  t h e i r  d u t ie s  i t  was n e c e s sa ry  f o r  them , in d iv id u a l ly  o r  c o l l e c t iv e ly ,  

t o  ta k e  an o a th  t h a t  th e y  would f a i t h f u l l y  and im p a r t ia l ly  determ ine th e  

ju s t  com pensation f o r  such la n d  as was p roposed  to  be ta k e n  by s a id  com­

pany . A f te r  v iew ing th e  la n d  and h e a r in g  such ev idence  as e i t h e r  p a r ty  

m ight p r o p e r ly  o f f e r ,  th e  in co n v en ien ces  and advantages of th e  p r o je c t  were 

to  be c o n s id e re d  by th e  ju ry  in  d ec id in g  what would be a  ju s t  com pensation 

f o r  s a id  la n d  and th e  damages to  th e  r e s t  o f th e  t r a c t .  A w r i t te n  re p o r t  

d e s ig n a tin g  th e  amount o f com pensation and damages in c u rre d  was to  be r e ­

tu rn e d  im m edia te ly  to  th e  coun ty  o r c o rp o ra tio n  co u rt and f i l e d  in  i t s  

o f f ic e  w ith  th e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f th e  j u s t i c e  of th e  peace  f o r  t h a t  d i s t r i c t *  

U nless good cause  was shown a g a in s t t h i s  r e p o r t ,  i t  was no t t o  be quashed 

but confirm ed  and re c o rd ed . Any sum so d a te  m in e d  might be p a id  e i t h e r  

to  th e  p e rso n s  e n t i t l e d  t o  i t  o r  th e  c o u r t .  Upon such paym ent, th e  t i t l e  

to  t h a t  p a r t  of th e  la n d  shou ld  be v e s te d  a b s o lu te ly  in  s a id  company, 

coun ty , o r  town in  fe e  s im p le .

I f  s u f f i c i e n t  cause  -adverse lto  3abad**repotrt was 'p roduced, how­

e v e r , th e  com m issioners re p o r te d  t h e i r  d isag reem en t, o r  f a i l e d  to  re p o r t  

w ith in  a  re a so n a b le  t im e , th e n  th e  co u rt might ap p o in t o th e r  com m issioners 

a s  o f te n  a s  n e c e ssa ry  w ith o u t any f u r th e r  n o t ic e .  In which ev en t, th e  

p re v io u s ly  d e sc rib e d  p ro ced u re  was to  be fo llo w ed . W hether any new o in t ­

m ents were made o r  n o t ,  th e  r a i l r o a d  company, upon p ay in g  in to  s a id  c o u rt 

th e  amount determ ined  by th e  o r ig in a l  r e p o r t ,  might e n te r  and c o n s tru c t



t h e i r  work on th e  d e sc rib e d  la n d , pendency of p ro c e ed in g s  to  th e  c o n tra ry  

no t w ith s tan d in g *  Ho c o u rt o rd e rs  o r  in ju n c t io n s  s to p p in g  c o n s tru c tio n  

w ere to  be g ra n te d  u n le s s  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e ssa ry  to  p re v s n t in ju r y  by work-* 

e re  thathcould .vnot" be a d e ^ u a te ly  com pensated by damages* A f te r  th e  co u rt 

re c e iv e d  such paym ent, sh o u ld  a n o th e r  r e p o r t  be made and confirm ed in c re a s ­

in g  th e  amount th e n  th e  r a i l r o a d  company p a id  t h i s  in c rease*  Any ex cess  

i n  fa v o r  of t h e  company shou ld  be re p a id  to  i t*  I f  th e  new re p o rt named 

th e  same sum, th e  p a r ty  a sk in g  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  com m issioners had to  pay th e  

c o s ts  p ro v id e d  in s u f f ic ie n c y  o f amount was not th e  rea so n  fo r  s e t t in g  a - 

s id e  th e  p re c e d in g  re p o rt*  A ll ad v erse  judgments a g a in s t  ra ilw ay  co a^an ies 

must be  s a t i s f i e d  b e fo re  th e y  cou ld  keep th e  land* In  case  a  subsequent 

re p o r t in v o lv in g  no a d d i t io n a l  com pensation was confirm ed o r  s e tt le m e n t out 

of c o u rt o c c u rre d , th e  r a i l r o a d  company secu red  a  c le a r  t i t l e  to  th e  land* 

In  o rd e r  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  p ro p e r  d i s t r i b u t io n  by th e  co u rt j o t  moneys so 

re c e iv e d , i t  co u ld  ap p o in t a  com m issioner t o  handle  th e  n ecessa ry  d e ta i ls *

The method when th e  p ro c e ss  of eminent domain was r e s t r i c t e d  

t o  a  s in g le  coun ty  fo llo w s  so c lo s e ly  th e  one p re se n te d  above th a t  on ly

th o s e  p ro v is io n s  which d i f f e r  from o r  am plify  i t  w i l l  be touched i^pon.
6

In  a d d it io n  to  th e  new spaper n o tic e  of such i n t e n t ,  l i k e  n o tic e  had to  bb 

p o s te d  a t th e  co u rth o u se  doo r fo r  t h i r t y  days in c lu d in g  a co u rt day. T his 

p re v io u s  n o t ic e  m ight be waived by owner, g u a rd ian , o r  t r u s t e e .  V acancies 

o c c u r r in g  i n  boards of com m issioners must be f i l l e d  by c o u rt hav ing  origi*- 

n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and com m issioners h e ld  t h e i r  o f f ic e  d u ring  c o u r t ’s p le a s ­

u re  re c e iv in g  two d o l la r s  from r a i l r o a d  company fo r  each day of s e r v ic e .

Not on ly  th e  w id th  and le n g th  of th e  la n d  wanted but i t s  d e s c r ip t io n  must

6 . F o r a c tu a l  n o t ic e s ,  see  S e n t in e l ,J u ly  13, 1354, and Whig, Aug. 3, 1855.



be embodied in  th e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  V ir g in ia  r a i l r o a d  com panies cou ld  

Ghange t h e i r  lo c a t io n  as  o f te n  as th e y  saw f i t .  The p ro c e d u re , c o n s tru c ­

t i o n ,  and t i t l e  were to  be th e  same as  i n  th e  f i r s t  l o c a t io n .  Whenever 

t h i s  was done, th e  t i t l e  to  form er lo c a t io n s  re v e r te d  to  o r ig in a l  owner, 

h i s  h e i r s ,  o r  a s s ig n s .  W herever a  ra ilw a y  p assed  th ro u g h  a  p la c e ,  th e  

cotip any had to  p ro v id e  wagon ways a c ro ss  i t s  r ig h t  of way and keep them

in  good r e p a i r ,  No r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  cou ld  be l a i d  in  th e  s t r e e t s  of any
7

V irg in ia  town w ith o u t th e  consen t o f i t s  c o rp o ra te  a u th o r i ty ,  excep t by 

s p e c ia l  p ro v is io n  of law . N ecessary  c ro s s in g s  cou ld  be made i f  th e  p a s ­

sage and t r a n s p o r t a t io n  of no o th e r  r a i l r o a d ,  tu rn p ik e ,  c a n a l, s t a t e  o r 

county road  was no t h in d e re d . E s ta b lis h e d  ro u te s  cou ld  be a l te r e d  by 

agreem ent betw een th e  r e s p e c t iv e  com panies. Damages r e s u l t in g  from such 

change were t o  be p a id  by con^any re q u e s t in g  i t .  Any county  road could  

be changed when an e q u a lly  conven ien t one was p ro v id ed  by th e  r a i l r o a d .  

P e rm iss io n  of th e  V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic  Works was n e ce ssa ry  b e fo re  

any s t a t e  ro ad  cou ld  be a l t e r e d .  The G eneral Assembly of V irg in ia , of 

c o u rse , re se rv e d  th e  r i g h t  t o  p e rm it and lo c a te  co n n ec tio n s  between 

works of i n t e r n a l  im provem ent.

The co u rse  fo llow ed  in  ta k in g  m a te r ia ls  by V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  

com panies w ith o u t th e  consen t of th o se  hav ing  a  r ig h t  to  them i s  so sim­

i l a r  to  t h a t  f o r  th e  la n d , we w i l l  ju s t  m ention th e  d if f e r e n c e s .  I t  

m a tte re d  no t how th e  m a te r ia l  was to  be u sed , th e  p ro ced u re  was th e  same. 

C u ttin g  down of f r u i t ,  sh ad e , and o rnam ental t r e e s  o r ta k in g  p a r t s  of 

fe n c es  and b u i ld in g s  were p ro h ib i te d  in  town and co u n try . TThe custom ary 

te n  days n o t ic e  in  w r i t in g  cou ld  be g iv en  to  a  te n a n t in s te a d  of th e  own­

e r .  Only th r e e  com m issioners were ap p o in ted  by a  ju s t i c e  of th e  peace .

7 , F or an example of such c o n se n t, see  S e n t in e l ,  June 10, 1854.



In  case  a  ra ilw a y  conqjany was e n t i t l e d  to  e n te r  upon la n d , th e  s h e r i f f
8

o r  se rg ea n t shou ld  a t te n d  and remove fo rc e  when re q u e s te d  by company.

The V irg in ia  Code o f 1849, o m itte d  and changed some of th e  p ro -  

v is io n s  of th e  g e n e ra l r a i l r o a d  law of March I I ,  1837. L is t in g  th e s e  

changes and om issions w i l l  be ou r n ex t t a s k .  R ig h ts  of way were in c re a s e d  

from e ig h ty  to  one hundred f e e t  and th e  amount of lan d  allow ed in  any one 

t r a c t  had been e n la rg ed  from an a c re  and a  h a lf  to  th r e e  a c re s , A la n d  

owner co u ld  ap p ly  f o r  v iew ers  i f  r a i l r o a d  company d id  no t a c t  w ith in  twen­

t y  days a f t e r  ta k in g  h i s  la n d  o r  i f  th e  company was d i l a to r y .  Ten days 

n o t ic e  to  t h a t  e f f e c t  had to  be g iv en  s a id  p re s id e n t o r  any d ire c to r*  The 

q u a l i f i c a t io n s  of com m issioners had narrow ed down from d is c r e tn e s s ,  i n t e l l i ­

gence , im p a r t i a l i t y ,  and d i s in t e r e s t  n e ss  to  &b*&nter*fttnaad£ A n-af f irm at io n  

of com m issioners who o b je c te d  to  ta k in g  an o a th  was eq u iv a len t to  i t ,  Spe­

c i f i c  m ention  of a d d i t io n a l  fen c in g  was made. When a  r a i l r o a d  CQHpany de­

la y e d  i n  p ay in g  damages, th e n  judgment and double th e  c o s ts  were ren d ered  

a g a in s t i t  by th e  c o u r t whaahdecide4 manner of paym ent. A sum of not more 

th a n  tw e n ty -f iv e  d o l la r s  was f o r f e i t e d  to  p a r ty  ap p ly in g  f o r  ju ry  by ju ro r s  

o r ju s t i c e s  who f a i l e d  t o  perfo rm  t h e i r  duty  and could  be recovered  in  coun­

ty  c o u r t  a f t e r  te n  days n o t ic e .  Such payment d id  n o t r e le a s e  g u i l ty  p a r ty  

from f u r th e r  a c t io n  by ag g riev ed  p a r ty .  Wanton o r w i l f u l  in ju ry  c o s t th e  

r a i l r o a d  c o ^ a n y  tw ice  th e  sum a sse sse d  by v a lu e rs  u n le s s  done by w orkers 

of c o n tr a c to r  who Ahoiaide^tinfe th e rre :» |JO n « ib ility a^diyLl'liheja b a i l  when re ­

q u ire d . The p ro v is io n  t h a t  a  ra ilw ay  conqsany upon changing a n o th e r’ s work

must c o n s tru c t an e q u a lly  good one was n o t to  be co n stru ed  a s  an o b l ig a t io n
9

t o  m a in ta in  p a r t  changed,

8. Va, Code, 1849, p p . 391-97
9. Va, A cts, 1836-37, p p . I0 I -8 .  I f  y e a r  e lap sed  b e fo re  land  owner a c te d , 

he was co n sid e re d  to  be f u l l y  com pensated; Va. R ep o rts , 56, p . 254,



D uring th e  decade under rev iew , V irg in ia  la w g iv e rs  responded

fa v o ra b ly  to  some of th e  more p re s s in g  needs a r i s in g  from r a i l r o a d  e;q>an-

s io n . In  1852, th e  s iz e  o f la n d  a llow ed  in  a  s in g le  p ie c e  was in c re a s e d
10

to  f i f t e e n  a c re s  w ith in  f iv e  m ile s  of p r in c ip a l  t e r m in i .  P e rm iss io n  f o r

V ir g in ia  r a i l r o a d  com panies t o  ho ld  t r a c t s  of f o r ty  a c re s  f o r  main d e p o ts ,

m achine sho p s, and o th e r  n e c e s sa ry  p u rp o ses  was g ran ted  by th e  G eneral
I I

Assembly of 1857-58, When towns o r  c i t i e s  r e je c te d  a  r a i l r o a d  co n n ec tion
12

in s id e  t h e i r  c o rp o ra te  l i m i t s ,  i t  co u ld  be made o u ts id e .

W hether V irg in ia  lawmakers b e le iv e d  th a t  q u e s tio n s  a r i s in g  from
13

th e  e x e rc is e  of em inent domain were d i f f i c u l t  o r n o t ,  th e y  p ro v id ed  f o r

t h e i r  d is c u s s io n  in  two c o u r ts  s ip e r io r  to  county c o u r ts :  c i r c u i t  c o u r ts
14

and Supreme C ourt of .Appeals of V irg in ia .  C osts o f l i t i g a t i o n  in  th e s e

h ig h e r  c o u r ts  were a ss ig n e d  to  th e  p a r ty  co n sid e red  p ro p e r by th e  re sp e c -  
15

t i v e  c o u r t .  C ir c u i t  c o u r ts  w ere c o u r ts  of l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  a l l  such case s

appealed  a f t e r  J u ly  I ,  1850, u n le ss  th e  amount in  co n tro v e rsy  exceeded

$200 e x c lu s iv e  of c o s t s ,  even when th e  r ig h t  to  a  fre e h o ld  o r  f ra n c h is e  
16

was in  q u e s tio n . A ppeals and re q u ire d  bonds had to  be p e r fe c te d  and p o s t -
17

ed w ith in  f iv e  y e a rs  as  i n  o th e r  c a se s . In  Richmond and York R iver R.R ^C p . 

v . W icker, th e  Supreme C ourt of Appeals of V irg in ia  on May 24, 1856, h e ld  

t h a t  consen t of owners of dw elling  houses d id  n o t have to  be o b ta in ed  by 

a  r a i l r o a d  conpany b e fo re  approach ing  n e a re r  th an  s ix ty  f e e t  i f  i t  d id  not 

e n te r  upon la n d  of such ow ners, and d is so lv e d  th e  in ju n c tio n  g ran ted  by th e

10. O piG it.,1852, p .  123
11. I b i d . ,  1857-58, p . 87
12. I b i d . ,  1855-56, p . 82
13. Va. R ep o rts , 46, p .  563
14. I b i d . ,  p .  344; Example of such l i t i g a t i o n  in  Va. B. P . Works, IS55, p . 971.
15. $ p ;C it.,4 4 , p .  327
16. I b i d . ,  48 , p .  233; and 49 , pp. 250-51; Appeal to  c i r c u i t  court no t demand-
17. Va. Code, 1849, p . 686 (a b le  of r ig h t  s in ce  1846, 50, p . 261.



18
C ir c u i t  C ourt o f' Richmond re s tra in in g .-sa id ^ ra ilro & d rfro H iC sO cd o in g , :Use~of

r a i l r o a d  d id  n o t c o n s t i tu te  an i n t e r e s t  w hich would d is q u a l i f y  a  ju ro r  from
19

view ing  and a s s e s s in g  damages in  an in q u e s t tak en  upon th e  land* During

th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  of a  V ir g in ia  r a i l r o a d ,  p e rso n s  who u n la w fu lly  c u t ,  to o k ,

in ju r e d ,  o r  d e s tro y ed  any t r e e ,  tim b e r , and p ro p e r ty  were g u i l ty  of a  m is- 
20

dem eanor. I f  V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  companies d id  no t s a t i s f y  them selves of th e

c le a rn e s s  of th e  t i t l e  of la n d  conveyed to  them, th e y  must b e a r th e  conse-
21

quences of t h e i r  m isp laced  co n fid en ce . The V irg in ia  Supreme Court of Appeals

d id  n o t th in k  th e r e  was any hardsh ip  o r  wrong done t o  lan d  owners by t h i s

e x e rc is e  of so v e re ig n ty  s in c e  ju s t  com pensation was re se rv e d  fo r  them in
22

accordance  w ith  th e  mode p re s c r ib e d  by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

TABLE XVI.
23

AMOUNT PAID BY VA. R.R. POP LAND, DAMAGES, A FENCES. COMMENCEMENT THRU i8 6 0 .

NAME OF COMPANY AMOUNT PAID

M anassas Gap $161,202.96
N orthw estern  V irg in ia  106,150.76
Richmond A York R iv er 100,535.23
V irg in ia  A Tennessee 95,060.46
A lex an d ria , Loudoun & Hampshire 86 ,391 .68
Orange A A lex an d ria  70 ,681 .66
S ou ths! de 69 ,115.10
N orfo lk  & P e te rs b u rg  66 ,646 .48
Richmond A D a n v ille  63,738.29
V irg in ia  C e n tra l  25 ,196.95
F re d e ric k sb u rg  A G o rd o n sv ille  7 ,525 .00
Roanoke V a lley  4 ,880 .99
Covington A Ohio 1 ,624 ,16

18. Op. C i t . ,  54, p p . 375-79
19. I b i d . ,  51, p . 22
20. I b i d . ,  4 6 , p . 658
21. I b i d . ,  45 , p . 521
22. I b i d . ,  4 4 , p . 289; and 52, p . 3
23. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1849-62



Three c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  f a c to r s  determ ined  th e  d i f f e r e n t  sums f o r  

la n d  damages em ended by V ir g in ia  r a i l r o a d  companies enum erated in  th e  ta b le

found above: th e  p r ic e  of la n d  in  re s p e c t iv e  l o c a l i t i e s ,  -amount of la n d  do-
24

n a te d  to  r a i l r o a d  company, and amount condemned* I t  i s  q u ite  p o s s ib le  th a t  

th e  f i r s t  and l a s t  f a c to r s  a re  but two p h a se s  of th e  same one. F ig u re s  f o r  

two o ld e r  V irg in ia  ra ilw a y s  a re  of i n t e r e s t .  The t o t a l  amount fo r  la n d , lan d  

damages, and fe n c e s  sp en t by th e  W inchester and Potomac R a ilro ad  Company from 

commencement th ro u g h  I860 , was $52,094*33, w h ile  t h a t  of th e  Richmond and 

P e te rs b u rg  amounted to  $22,802*26. Land damages r e s u l t in g  from th e  recon­

s t r u c t io n  o f th e  Seaboard and Roanoke Railw ay added $24,734,87  to  i t s  c o s t .

D uring th e  p e r io d  under rev iew , su rvey ing  f o r  r a i l r o a d s  was c a r -
35

r ie d  on in  a l l  p a r t s  of V irg in ia ,  In s te a d  of t r y in g  to  w alk, tram p, o r

tru d g e  a lo n g  w ith  th e  numerous p a r t i e s  runn ing  expelem enta l su rv ey s, a l t e r n a t e

r o u te s ,  o r  re su rv ey s  to  p e r f e c t  lo c a t io n s  p re v io u s ly  chosen , l e t  us ta k e  th e

one su rv ey in g  th e  m idd le  s e c t io n  of th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro ad  in
26

1852, a s  t y p i c a l  of them a l l ?

W.G, A tkinson P r in .  A ss t. Eng. 2d Div. $125.00 a  mo.
J .T . Burke R esident en g in ee r 2.50 a  day
F.M. Henderson it it « it

J . A . Hay don ii n ti it

G-.C. Wharton it it n tt

R.A. Bowers A sa t. r e s id e n t  en g in eer 1.50 it

J . C larke «« n t* 1.25 n

W.T. Boot en w « « 1.50 tt

w . s . Few ell ti » n 2.00 ti

J .B . Leary Rodman 1 .00 n

J.A* Stone n 1.25 ti

J . B att a i l l e tt 1 .00 tt

J .F . B u tle r ii tt it

24. Land re le a s e d  a long  A .L .& H .R .R . f o r  $1; S e n tin e l ,A p r i l  8,1854; C ode,1849, 
p . 500. 0.& A.R.R. p a id  la n d  ag en ts  $4 a  day; Va. B. of P . W., 1850, p . 82.

25. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1850-60.
26. I b i d . ,  1852, p . 364



When th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of th e  l i n e  was s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  lo c a te d  and 

ready  f o r  ex am in atio n , th e  re japac tive  e n g in e e rs  a d v e r tis e d  in  s u i ta b le  p u b lic

p r i n t s  t h a t  c o n tr a c ts  f o r  g ra d in g , m asonry, o r  sup e r s t  ru e tu re  were to  be l e t
27

by s a id  com panies. In  one c a se , b id s  had to  be sen t to  A lexandria  o f f ic e  of

Orange and A lex an d ria  R a ilro a d  Coup any n o t l a t e r  th an  A p ril 16,1850, in  o rd e r
28

to  be su b m itted  t o  i t s  board  of d i r e c to r s  which met two days l a t e r .  In  an* 

o th e r ,  s e a le d  p ro p o s a ls  would be re c e iv e d  by c h ie f  en g in ee r of N orfolk and 

P e te rs b u rg  Railw ay from March I to  March 20,1854, su c c e ss fu l b id d e rs  being

re q u ire d  to  p o s t  bond no t exceed ing  l /2 0  of amount of c o n tra c t fo r  th e  tim e -
29

l y  and f a i t h f u l  ex ec u tio n  of same. The s t ip u la t io n  th a t  th e  Richmond and

D an v ille  R a ilro a d  sh o u ld  be com pleted to  co a l mines by Nov. 1850, in  c o n tra c t

o f s a id  company w ith  R obert Harvey & Co. was a fte rw ard s  extended a year by 
30

agreem ent. At an even ing  s e s s io n  of th e  s to ck h o ld e rs  of th e  V irg in ia  and 

Kentucky R a ilro a d , th e  c o n tra c t  f o r  b u ild in g  t h i s  road was g iven  to  A.H. Door 

<5b Co* and i f  improved by V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic  Works, c o n s tru c tio n  would 

b eg in  im m ed ia te ly . The Board of P u b lic  Works responded by making a  su b sc rip ­

t i o n  t o  th e  V irg in ia  and Kentucky o r Cumberland Gap R a ilro a d , a t which tim e

s t a t e  d i r e c to r s  and p ro x ie s  were a p p o in ted . In  Nov, 1857, th e  board of d i-
31

r e c to r s  of s a id  ra ilw ay  confirm ed t h i s  c o n tr a c t .  C o n trac to rs  d e s ir in g  to

b id  f o r  work on M anassas Gap R a ilro ad  cou ld  a v a il  them selves of th e  la rg e  map
32

hanging  in  com pany's o f f i c e  a t  Alexandria*; The V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic
33

Works, o f c o u rse , p a sse d  on a l l  b id s  f o r  Covington and Ohio Railway. Some-
34

tim e s  a  r e l i t f c ih g  of c o n t r a c ts  to  su b c o n tra c to rs  occu rred ,

27. S e n t in e l ,  Nov. 24 ,1853; Whig, Feb. 28,1654; American R ailro ad  Jo u rn a l,
'o .  XXXII, p . n o .
28. Whig, March 5,1850
29. I b i d . ,  Feb. 14,1854
30. American R a ilro a d  J o u rn a l ,  XXVIII, p p .819-20
31. S e n t in e l ,  May 6; J u ly  29; Nov. 27 ,1357.
32. I b i d . ,  Feb. 24,1854
33. Whig, Nov, 29, 1853
34. American R a ilro ad  J o u rn a l ,  XXIII, p . 759



In  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d s  d u rin g  th e  f i f t i e s , ,
35

c o n tr a c ts  fu rn ish e d  th e  law which might d i f f e r  in  d i f f e r e n t  cases., bu t in  

th e  m ain th e y  were s im i la r .  The en g in ee r i n  charge was to  make up a m onthly 

e s tim a te  of q u a n t i ty ,  c h a r a c te r ,  and va lue  of work done by c o n tra c to r  in  th a t  

t im e . D if fe re n t  c la s s e s  of work and com pensation th e r e f o r  were se t f o r th  in  

d e t a i l .  A c e r t a in  p a r t  of th e  above e s tim a te , f r e q u e n tly  4 /5 , was to  be p a id  

t o  c o n tr a c to r  a t  such p la c e s  as p ro p e r  en g in ee r m ight d e s ig n a te . Upon com­

p le t i o n  of work and i t s  accep tance  by c h ie f  e n g in ee r, th e  f i n a l  e s tim a te  was 

t o  be made by en g in ee r in  re s id e n c e . Monthly and f i n a l  e s tim a te s  of lo c a l  en­

g in e e r ,  in  th e  absence of f ra u d , were co n c lu s iv e  u n le ss  re v is e d  by c h ie f  engi^- 

n e e r . The b a lan ce  was to  be p a id  c o n tra c to r  i$on h i s  g iv in g  r e le a s e ,  u s u a lly  

under s e a l ,  f o r  a l l  c la im s o r  demands growing out of s a id  agreem ent. "Such 

p ro v is io n s  a re  d ic ta te d  by convenience i f  no t by n e c e s s i ty ,  and te n d  to  do ju s ­

t i c e  to  b o th  p a r t i e s . . , I t  was a t  one tim e supposed th a t  th e y  might be u n law fu l, 

bu t i t  i s  now(l858) w e ll s e t t l e d ,  th a t  th e s e  p ro v is io n s  a re  law fu l and b in d in g .

Should a  r a i l r o a d  c o n tra c to r  re c e iv e  any e s tim a te  w ith o u t o b je c t io n ,

he would be bound by i t .  I f  c o n tra c to rs  accep ted  m onthly payments in  o rd e rs

w hich were a t  a  d is c o u n t , th e y  were not e n t i t l e d  t o  reco v er th e  amount of de- 
37

p r e c ia t i o n .  No f u r th e r  p ro o f o r e x e r tio n  on p a r t  of c o n tra c to r  was n e ce ssa ry
38

b e fo re  reco v e ry  p rov ided  he proved f in a l  e s tim a te  was f ra u d u le n tly  made. Any 

ra ilw a y  company in  V irg in ia  might be a  g a rn ish ee  under p ro c e ss  of a ttachm ent 

which was governed by re s p e c tiv e  s t a tu te  in  V irg in ia  Code of 1849. C re d ito rs

35. Va. R ep o rts , 55, p . 310
36. I b i d . ,  55 , p p .459-60
37. I b i d . ,  52 , p . 676
38. I b i d . ,  55, p . 473
39. I b i d . ,  55, p . 565; Va, Code, 1849, p . 600.



of V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  c o n tr a c to r s  had to  be c a re fu l  and choose th e  most advan­

ta g eo u s  day t o  them on w hich to  serv e  n o t ic e  on comoany because on ly  th e  a -
40,

mount due t h a t  day was s u b je c t  to  a  l a i n .  C re d ito r s ,  fu th e rm o re , had to  base

t h e i r  su in g  out an a ttach m en t upon re a so n a b le  grounds o r  r i s k  a c t io n  f o r  ma-
41

l i c i o u s  p ro s e c u tio n  b e in g  b rought a g a in s t  them by c o n t r a c to r s .  I f  c o n tr a c to r

d id  n o t w ish  h i s  t o o l s ,  e t c .  so ld  a l t e r  a tta ch m en t, he had to  g iv e  bond and
42

s e c u r i ty  to  p ay  judgm ent. So many ou t of s t a t e  c o n tr a c to r s  made t h i s  n e c e s sa r j

4:
When th e  l i n e  was s tak ed  o f f ,  c o n tra c to r s  commenced work in  e a r n e s t .

They appeared  on th e  scene of a c tio n  w ith  t h e i r  m ules, c a r t s ,  hands, and irap le- 
44

m ents. The to o ls  in c lu d e d  sh o v e ls , p ic k s ,  grubbing  h o es , adaes, draw ing

k n iv e s , a u g e rs , and a l l  k in d s  of ax es , saw s, and hammers. B esides b la c k s m ith 's

t o o l s  p t  every  d e s c r ip t io n ,  a l l  s iz e s  and shapes of c a s t  s t e e l  o r  b a r  i r o n  were

o b ta in e d  in  advance so a s  to  be on hand when needed. S a fe ty  fu se  and powder

were used  to  save la b o r  and speed c o n s tru c tio n  as w e ll a s  c h a in s , b lo c k s , and 
45

t a c k l e .  S la v e s  were g e n e r a l ly  used fo r  c le a r in g ,  e x c a v a tin g , c a r t in g ,  and
46

o th e r  u n s k i l le d  o r  s e m i- s k i l le d  la b o r .  In  case  s la v e  owners c o n sid e red  work

d angerous, u n h e a lth y , o r  to o  f a r  away, o r  f o r  anv rea so n  s la v e s  d id  no t aceom-
47

p l i s h  a s  much as  was ex p ec te d , .Ir ish m en  re p la ce d  them . W hile Irishm en  a s ­

sumed own r i s k  ^>on a c c e p tin g  a  jo b , c o n tra c to r s  were l i a b l e  f o r  damages in

case  o f in ju r y  to  s la v e s  o r f o r  t h e i r  v a lu e  i f  d ea th  r e s u l te d  from f a u l t  of 
48

c o n tr a c to r .  H ire rs  of s la v e s  fu rn ish e d  bond to  cover th e  above c o n tin g e n c ie s , 

h i r e ,  and o th e r  a c t io n s  r e s u l t in g  frbrn r e tu r n  of s la v e  i n  p o o re r  c o n d itio n

4 0 . Op. C i t . ,  55, p . 568
41. I b i d . ,  56, p . 381 
43 . I b i d . ,  56 , p . 395
43. S e n t in e l ,  F e b .28, 1854
44. I b i d . ,  J a n .I 4 ,  1858
45. Whig, May 21, 1852; op . c i t . ,  S ep t. 15, 1853.
4 6 . Va. R ep o rts , 57, p . 401
47 . Op. G i t . ,  June 14, 1856
48. Op. C i t . ,  57, p . 393; H U , , 53, p . 165.



49
w ith o u t custom ary c lo th in g  and h a t ,  o r  h i s  nonro t u rn . W hite la b o r e r s  in  th e

50
re s p e c t iv e  l o c a l i t i e s  w ere , on o c c a s io n , d r  asm upon. C o n tra c to rs ,  when p o s -

51
s i b l e ,  to o k  t h e i r  own crew s w ith  them  from  job to  jo b . The f a c to r s  i n f l u ­

encing  th e  ch o ice  of la b o r  w ere c a p a b i l i ty ,  a c c e s s a b i l i ty ,  expense , and p r e f ­

e ren ce  of c o n tr a c to r .  I t  was custom ary f o r  V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  com panies dur­

in g  th e  p e r io d  to  u se  a l l  t h r e e  ty p e s  of la b o r e r s .  Irishm en  and s la v e s  l iv e d
52

in  s h a n t ie s ,  w h ile  l o c a l  w orkers l iv e d  a t home.

A com parison of c o n s tru c t io n  c o s ts  was s e t  f o r th  in  De Bow's Re­

view  by R.G. M orris o f V ir g in ia  in  1854, A lthough he b e lie v e d  c o n tra c t  sy s ­

tem  was b e t t e r  in  N orth , he though t t h a t  s la v e s  owned by so u th ern  ra ilw a y  

com panies would g re a t ly  reduce  co st o f g ra d in g , m asonry, and m echanical work, 

fthe average  h i r e  of negro s la v e s  th e n  w orking on V irg in ia  p u b lic  improvements 

was about $120 a  y e a r . As masons were s c a rc e  and demanded h igh  wages, $2 .50  

a  day, c o n tr a c to r s  e s tim a te d  a cc o rd in g ly . I t  to o k  s ix  months to  t r a i n  a  

s la v e  to  be a  mason. In  a n o th e r s ix  months many became e x p e r t .  Taking p r e s ­

e n t p r i c e  of $600 I o r  n eg ro es  as a  b a se , th e  annual c o s t of $106 f o r  each 

s la v e  was d i s t r ib u te d  as  fo llo w s!

I n te r e s t  $36
L ife  In su ran ce  10
C lo th in g  10
Food 25
O verseeing  15
Tools & B la ck sm ith 's  Work 10

S ince  s la v e s  and la b o r e r s  used  same to o ls  and needed o v e rsee in g , th e  c o s t of 

s la v e  would be $81 f o r  a  y e a r  of 250 w orking days, o r  321/2 c e n ts  p e r  day.

An av erag e  d a y 's  work in  ex cav a tin g  was te n  cubic y a rd s  p e r  man, and w ith

49. I b i d . ,  57, p . 396; Whig, Jan . 8 , 1850.
50. I b i d . ,  D ec.31, 1850; S e n tin e l ,  J u ly  10, 1857.
51. See I b i d . ,  March 28, 1357, fo r  Irish m en ; Va. R ep o rts , 53, p . 153, f o r  s la v e
52. I b i d . ,  51, p . 723 & 53, p . 158.



s la v e s  would co st 4 c e n ts  a  cub ic  y a rd  f o r  which c o n t r a c to r s  were u s u a l ly  

p a id  12 c e n ts .  Rock work done by s la v e s  c o s t 42 c e n ts  a  day and th r e e  cu­

b ic  y a rd s  w ere moved on an average* C o n tra c to rs  g e n e r a l ly  re c e iv e d  60 c e n ts  

a  cub ic  y a rd  f o r  s im i la r  w ork. W ith company s la v e s  e a r th  co u ld  be e x ca v a ted  

f o r  l e s s  th a n  1 /2 ,  rock  work about l / 4 ,  and c u lv e r t s ,  b r id g e s  and abu tm ents 

c o n s tru c te d  f o r  l / 7  of c o n tr a c t  p r ic e *  Only under e f f i c i e n t  management w ere 

th e s e  d e s ir h b le  r e s u l t s  p o s s ib le .  The heavy i n i t i a l  o u t la y ,  u n c e r ta in ty  of

outcom e, custom  of c o n t r a c t in g ,  and p r e s s u r e  of tim e  a l l  worked to g e th e r  to
53

p re v e n t th e  w idesp read  a d o p tio n  Mr. M orris  expected*

TABLE mi.
54

AMOUNT PAID BY VA. R.R. FOR GRADUATION, MASONRY, & SUPERSTRUCTURE THRU I860.

NAME OF COMPANY GRAD. MAS. SUPER.

N o rth w este rn  Va, $ 2 ,5 9 6 ,8 4 3 .2 9 $299,611.80 $121,197.35
S o u th sid e 2 ,2 3 4 ,4 0 5 .2 2 * * * 369,396.49
Va. & Tenn. 2 ,2 8 7 ,5 2 4 .0 8 151,196.61 159,251.57
M anassas Gap 1 ,5 6 1 ,8 5 4 .4 4 316,223.54 100,428.01
R ich, & Dan. 1 ,1 0 6 ,3 1 6 .2 7 * * * 361,180.53
0 , & A. 1 ,1 1 3 ,1 2 8 .0 2 * * * 71,712 .23
Nor. & P e t . 371,236.08 322,373.70 96 ,614 .25
A. L. & Hamp. 545,456.94 186,719.28 45 ,000 .00
R ich. & York R. 317 ,895.77 49,898.81 42 ,494 .23
Roanoke V a lley 180 ,275 .33 57,208.98 10,201 .00

In  th re e  in s ta n c e s  in  th e  above t a b le ,  th e  sums expended f o r  ma­

son ry  were combined w ith  th o se  fo r  g rad in g . One t h i r d ,  o r f iv e ,  of th e  

r a i l r o a d s  under c o n s tru c tio n  in  V irg in ia  du rin g  th e  decade p re c e d in g  th e  

I r r e p r e s s ib l e  C o n f lic t  a re  om itted  in  t h i s  and th e  succeed ing  ta b le  due to  

la c k  of d a ta  o r  non u su ab le  form in  which i t  was p re s e n te d  in  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  

re p o r ts*  They w i l l  be c o n s id e red  when t o t a l  c o s ts  a re  compared*

53. De Bow's Review, XVII, p p . 76-82
54, Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, I860



S ince  V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d s  p o sse sse d  c e r t a in  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of con­

s t r u c t io n  whiGh t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s  were eag e r to  im p art to  th e  p u b l ic ,  l e t  us 

examine them b r i e f l y .  As to  lo w est g rad es  and s a f e s t  c u rv e s , th e  Richmond 

and York R iv e r was second o n ly  to  th e  N o rfo lk  and P e te rs b u rg . The V irg in ia  

and K entucky to o k  advan tage  of a  n a tu r a l  tu n n e l a long  i t s  ro u te .  Three le d  

in  r a p id i ty  of c o n s t r u c t io n :  V irg in ia  and T ennessee, N orthw estern  V irg in ia ,  

and Richmond and D a n v ille . W hile th e  Lynchburg e x te n s io n  of th e  Orange and 

A le x a n d ria  was no ted  f o r  i t s  b r id g e s , th e  Manassas Gap was no ted  f o r  i t s  c u l­

v e r t s .  Heavy work p r e v a i le d  a t  th e  w e s te rn  end of th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l .  Tun- 

n e la  d is t in g u is h e d  th e  two s t a t e  ro a d s : B lue Ridge and Covington and Ohio.

The H igh B ridge  on th e  S o u th sid e  was i t s  o u ts ta n d in g  f e a tu r e .  C o n s tru c tio n  

p roceed ed  slow ly  on C la r k e s v i l le  to  K e y sv ille  e x ten s io n  of th e  Roanoke V alley ;

was in t e r m i t t e n t  on th e  F re d e ric k sb u rg  and G o rd o n sv ille ; and was re ta rd e d  by
55

th e  numerous su rveys on th e  A lexandria , Loudoun and Hampshire R a ilro a d .

TABLE XVIII.
56

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF VIRGINIA RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION DURING THE 1 8 5 0 'S.

NAME OF COMPANY EX. EM. SLOPES EARTH SLOPES ROCK

N ortw estern  Va. 20* 18* I to  I I to  4
N or. & P e t , 20 15 I to  I -  —  -

0 . & A, 19 16 I to  I 1 /4  to  I
Va. C e n tra l 18 14 I to  I I 1/4 to  I
R ich. & York R. 18* 13* I to  I -  — -
A. L. & Hamp. 18* 14* I to  I 4 to  I
Va. & Tenn. 18 12 3 1 /4  to  I 1 /5  to  I
R ich. & Dan. 18 13 I t o  I 1 /2  to  I
M anassas Gap 15 14 I 1/2  to  I 1 /4  to  I
S o u th sid e 13 12 I l / 2  to  I 1/6 to  I

* W idths g iv e n  fo r  double t r a c k ,  a lso

55. I b i d . ,  1850-60
56. I b i d . ,  I860



The w id th s  of ex ca v a tio n s  and embankments in  th e  p re c e d in g  t a b l e  

a re  th o s e  a t  g rade l i n e  f o r  s in g le  t r a c k  and a re  ex p re ssed  in  f e e t .  In  a  

few in s ta n c e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  e lo p e  r a t i o s  w ere g iven  f o r  embankments th a n  th e  

ones f o r  c u ts  enum erated above b u t th e y  co rrespond  w ith  th o se  of o th e r  r a i l ­

ro a d s , The s lo p e  r a t i o s  adop ted  f o r  c u ts  and f i l l s  bv th e  American Railw ay
57

E n g in ee rin g  A sso c ia tio n  a re  as fo llo w s :

OUTS FILLS

E a rth  I l / Z  to  I  E a rth  I l / 2  to  I
Loose Rock l / z  to  I Rock I to  I &
S o lid  Rock 1 /4  to  I I l /2  to  I

A f te r  d e s c r ib in g  th e  ro u te s  b r i e f l y ,  th e  s a l i e n t  f e a tu re s  of c u lv e r t s ,  

b r id g e s ,  and tu n n e ls  w i l l  be touched  upon. C o n sid e ra tio n  of g ra d e s , c u rv e s , 

and t r a c k s  h a s  been d e fe r re d  u n t i l  th e  d isc u s io n  of V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  o p e ra tio n  

t o  avoid  r e p e t i t i o n  and sec u re  g re a te r  cogency.

The s e rp e n tin e  c o u rses  of th e  s tream s, and th e  number, h e ig h t and 

n e a rn e s s  to g e th e r  of th e  r id g e s  most of which were d iag o n a l to  th e  l i n e  of th e  

N o rth w estern  V irg in ia  R a ilro a d , n e c e s s i ta te d  numerous b r id g e s , tu n n e ls ,  c u ts ,  

and f i l l s  d u rin g  i t s  c o n s tr u c t io n .  Leaving th e  B altim ore  and Ohio a t th e  mouth 

of Three Forks c re e k , i t  c ro ssed  T y g arts  V alley  r i v e r  and th e  West Fork of Mo- 

no n g ah ela  river^w efct of C larksbu rg  b e fo re  p ro ceed in g  to  P a rk e rsb u rg  on th e  Ohio.

S ta r t in g  a t A lex an d ria , th e  A lex an d ria , Loudoun, and Hampshire R a il­

road  extepdeg, n b r th w e s te r ly  through L eesburg  to  H illsb o ro u g h  b e fo re  tu rn in g  to  

th e  sou thw est to  reach  Bluemont, where i t  was to  p a ss  th rough  th e  B lu e  Ridge 

by a  tu n n e l ,  c ro s s  th e  Shenandoah, Big Cacapon, N orth , and South Branch r iv e r s  

v ia  B e r r y v i l l e ,  W in ch este r, and Romney b e fo re  a r r iv in g  a t e a s t  bank of Potom ac.

57 . I n te r n a t io n a l  C orrespondence S choo ls ' C iv il  E n g in e e r^  Handbook, S c ran to n , 
1930, p .  155



A nother V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  whose o r ig in  was a t  A lex an d ria  was th e  

O range and A lexandria, w hich g e n e ra l ly  h e a r in g  sou thw est c ro sse d  B u ll Hun, 

Broad Run, Rappahannock, and Repidan r iv e r s  on i t s  way to  G o rd o n sv ille . 

P a s s in g  o v e r th e  t r a c k s  of th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l R a ilro a d  from th e re  to  Char­

l o t t e s v i l l e  where th e  Lynchburg e x te n s io n  began, i t  ran  betw een th e  Blue 

Ridge and James r i v e r  c ro s s in g  i t s  numerous t r i b u t a r i e s .  On both  th e  o ld e r  

and new er p a r t s ,  th e r e  was s e r io u s  t r o u b le  w ith  c u ts  due to  t h e i r  le n g th ,  

d e p th , and s l ip p e ry  n a tu re  of th e  s id e s  which was s u c c e s s fu l ly  overcome.

B efore  th e  independen t l i n e  was c o n s tru c te d , th e  Manassas Gap 

R a ilro a d  commenced a t  S ta t io n  1468 on th e  Orange and A lex an d ria  and u s u a lly  

fo llo w in g  a  westward cou rse  surmounted th e  Blue Ridge w ith  M enassa 's G ap 's 

a id .  The w e ste rn  s lo p e  of th e  Blue Ridge p re se n te d  th e  g re a te s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

which w ere so lved  by p a s s in g  along th e  m ountain s lo p es  b o rd e rin g  on M anassa 's 

Run, th e n  th ro u g h  Happy c re ek  v a l le y  b e fo re  c ro s s in g  th e  Shenandoah r iv e r  

n e a r th e  ju n c tio n  of i t s  N orth and South fo rk s , and le a v in g  F ron t Royal to  

th e  so u th  about a  m ile  d i s t a n t .  T urning sou th  a t S tra sb u rg , i t  extended up 

t h e  v a l le y  of th e  North Fork of th e  Shenandoah r iv e r  u n t i l  c r o s s in g " i t s  

headw aters  ju s t  b e fo re  e n te r in g  H arriso n b u rg ,

One of th e  s h o r te r  r a i l r o a d s  in  V irg in ia , th e  F red e ric k sb u rg  and 

G o rd o n sv ille , fo llow ed  th e  to p s  of th e  r id g e s  which sep a ra ted  th e  headw aters 

o f th e  M attaponi and North Anna from th o s e  of th e  Rapidan r i v e r .  W herever

th e s e  r id g e s  ran  out o r  t h e i r  d ire c t io n  was no lo n g e r s u i t a b le ,  t h i s  im prov-
58

ment used th e  v a l le y s  which were n ev er f a r  away.

58. F or a  d e ta i le d  account o f t h i s  road se e , S e n tin e l , March 21, 1854,



T ra v e rs in g  so u th e rn  t id e w a te r ,  th e  N orfo lk  and P e te rsb u rg  R a i l­

road  was n o t b o th e red  by c u ts ,  tu n n e ls ,  and m ountains d u rin g  i t s  c o n s tru c ­

t i o n .  B ridges were b u i l t  a c ro ss  th e  E ast and South b ranches of E l iz a b e th  

r i v e r ,  Nansemond, B lackw & ter, and Appomattox r i v e r s .  The ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  

Seaboard and Roanoke R a ilro a d  was made by an overhead c ro s s in g  n e a r S u ffo lk .

A f i l l  a t  th e  mouth of P lu m 's  creek  w i l l  show how th e  o b s ta c le s  due to  th e  

low ness of th e  co u n try , p re se n c e  of many s tream s, and n e a rn ess  of Dismal 

Swamp w ere m aste red . T h is appeared to  be an embankment ju s t  te n  fe e t  above 

th e  c r e e k 's  bottom  a t  h ig h  w a te r . I t  to o k  as much e a r th  to  c o n s tru c t t h i s  

f i l l  a s  i t  would one f i f t y  f e e t  h ig h  upon a  le v e l  and s o l id  fo u n d a tio n . I t s

bottom  was e s tim a te d  to  be s ix ty  f e e t  below th e  su rfa c e  of th e  mud which was
59

d isp la c e d  to  form mounds a long  each s id e .

The piedm ont s e c t io n  w as;c-rnss?a4 by th e  S ou thside  R a ilro a d , Follow ­

in g  up th e  v a l le y  of Namoaine c reek  from P e te rsb u rg , i t  p assed  B lack 'an d r * 

W h ite 's  Tavern b e fo re  in te r s e c t in g  th e  Richmond and D an v ille  R a ilro a d  a t  

B u rk 's  S ta t io n .  From t h i s  in te r s e c t io n ,  i t  ran  upon r id g e s  to  th e  Appomattox 

v a l le y  w hich was spanned by a  h ig h  and lo n g  b rid g e . P roceed ing  a long  th e  

n o r th e rn  s lo p e  of th e  Appomattox r i v e r  v a l le y  to  a  p o in t  o p p o s ite  F a rm v ille , 

i t  re c ro s s e d  th a t  s tream  and kept so u th  of i t  on th e  r id g e s  u n t i l  re a ch in g  

th e  head  of Beaver c re e k . From t h i s  p o in t ,  th e  l i n e  descended th e  h i l l s i d e s  

composing th e  so u thern  bank of th e  James r i v e r  and proceeded  to  th e  te rm in a l 

of th e  V irg in ia  and Tennessee R a ilro ad  a t Lynchburg,

P e n e tra t in g  th e  tra n s -A lle g h e n y  reg io n , th e  V irg in ia  and Tenn­

essee  R a ilro a d  extended from Lynchburg to  B r is to l .  The 60 m iles  from Lynch-

59. I b id , , ,N o v .6 , 1857



burg to  Salem was c o n s id e re d  by f a r  th e  h e a v ie s t  p o r t io n  of t h i s  improvement 

u n t i l  t h e  10 m ile s  ascen d in g  th e  A llegheny m ountain n o r th  of C h ris t ia n sb u rg  

was reg a rd ed  as h e a v ie r .  F or te n  m ile s  w est of Salem, th e  work was ve ry  

l i g h t ;  becoming heavy again  u n t i l  W y th ev ille  was reach ed . From th e r e  to  th e  

s t a t e  l i n e ,  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  c o n s is te d  of v e ry  l i g h t  work. Beginning w ith  a  

tu n n e l  a t  Lynchburg, t h i s  road  c ro sse d  th e  Big and L i t t l e  O tte r  r i v e r s ,  Blue 

Ridge m ou n ta in s , Roanoke r i v e r ,  A llegheny m ountains. New R iv e r, Reed c re ek , 

and numerous t r i b u t a r i e s  of th e  m iddle fo rk  of th e  H olston  r iv e r  b e fo re  

re a c h in g  B r i s to l .

The ro u te  of th e  V irg in ia  and Kentucky o r  Cumberland Gap R a ilro ad  

ran  alm ost due w est from Abingdon. A fte r  c ro s s in g  two sm all stream s ju s t 

west of Abingdon and one b ran ch  of th e  K o lston  r iv e r ,  i t  p a sse d  th ro u g h  a 

n a tu r a l  tu n n e l in  th e  C lin ch  m ountains b e fo re  c ro s s in g  Moccason creek  and 

C lin ch  r i v e r  on i t s  way to  Cumberland Gap. With th e  ex cep tio n  of t h i s  n a tu ­

r a l  tu n n e l  in  S c o tt co un ty , t h i s  road was p lanned to  conquer Unaided by tu n ­

n e ls  th r e e  m ountain ran g es : th e  C lin ch , A llegheny, and Cumberland.

S ta r t in g  from Richmond and p u rsu in g  a n o r th e r ly  d i r e c t io n  f o r  27 

m ile s ,  th e  V irg in ia  C e n tra l R ailroad  n e a r ly  p a r a l le l e d  th e  Richmond, F red er­

ic k sb u rg  and Potomac which i t  c ro ssed  a t th e  Ju n c tio n . T his p o in t was form­

e r ly  th e  e a s te rn  te rm in u s  of th e  L ou isa  road  p re v io u s ly  c o n s tru c te d  to  Gordons- 

v i l l e  on a  co n tin u o u s r id g e  of high ground ly in g  betw een th e  North and South 

Anna r i v e r s .  C rossing  th e  Rivanna r i v e r  ju s t  th re e  m ile s  e a s t of C h a r lo t te s ­

v i l l e ,  i t  c ro sse d  Mechums r iv e r  b e fo re  reach in g  th e  fo o t of th e  Blue Ridge 

where th e  s t a t e  work began which extended to  Waynes bo rough. There th e  read  

c ro s se d  th e  South Fork of th e  Shenandoah r iv e r  b e fo re  p ro ceed in g  to  S tau n to n .



T hread ing  B u ffa lo , P a n th e r ,  and a n o th e r  gap w hich s e p a ra te d  Short and M ill 

m ountains and b r id g in g  M iddle, L i t t l e  C a lf P a s tu re ,  C a lf P a s tu r e ,  Cow P as­

t u r e ,  and Jackson  r i v e r s ,  t h i s  improvement ex tended up th e  l a t t e r  v a l le y  to  

Covington* A g lan ce  a t  th e  s e c tio n  from M illb o ro  to  Jackson  r i v e r  w i l l  i n d i ­

c a te  what was c o n s id e re d  heavy work: 1,900 fe e t  of tu n n e l in g ,  deep c u te , em­

bankm ents, and a  ra v in e  800 f e e t  lo n g  and 160 fe e t  deep which had to  be f i l l e d

B ecause th e  B lue Ridge m ountains had been a  s o r t  of d iv id in g  l i n e  

betw een th e  E ast and West se rv in g  to  a c c e n tu a te  th e  d iv e r s i ty  of i n t e r e s t  be­

tw een th e s e  two s e c t io n s  and owing to  th e  g re a t c o s t ,  i t  was f e l t  p ro p e r  th a t  

th e  expense of removing t h i s  b a r r i e r  to  f r e e  in tercom m unication  should  be 

borne by th e  whole s ta te *  Commencing a t  th e  end of a  lo n g  sp u r on th e  west 

s id e  of Mechums r i v e r ,  th e  Blue Ridge R a ilro ad  began to  clim b a s teep  moun­

t a i n  side*  Two r id g e s  w ere to  be tu n n e le d  b e fo re  th e  main one was p ie rc e d  

making in  a l l  more th a n  one m ile  of tu n n e lin g . The f i r s t  tu n n e l was lo c a te d  

e ig h t m ile s  w est of Mechums r iv e r*  In  th e  one and o n e -h a lf  m iles  s e p a ra t in g  

th e  second tu n n e l from  th e  f i r s t ,  80,000 cubic yards o f rock were removed 

from one cu t w hiehufe tillu  rem ained u n f in ish e d  and s e v e ra l  o th e r  c u ts  had a 

dep th  of 100 fe e t*  West of th e  second tu n n e l n e a r R ob inson 's  Hollow, an ex­

c a v a tio n  80 f e e t  deep and 1500 fe e t  lo n g  had to  be cu t th ro u g h  ro ck . W hile 

t h i s  road  c ro sse d  18 f e e t  above one tu rn p ik e , i t  p a sse d  IS i / s  f e e t  w ider 

ano ther*  Innum erable c u lv e r t s  in  every  co n ce iv ab le  p o s i t io n  were n e c e ssa ry  

t o  c a r ry  th e  w a te r  coming from th e  s id e s  of th e  m ountains. I t  was b e lie v e d

th a t  when th e  whole ro u te  was co n s is te d  i t  would c o n s t i tu te  one of th e  g r e a t -
61

e s t  e n g in e e rin g  achievem ents of th e  age and teddt g lo ry  to  V irg in ia*

60. I b i d . ,  August 15, 1857 and American R a ilro ad  J o u rn a l, XXIX, p . 4
61. Whig, S ep t. 14, 1852 and Dec. 6 , 1853



The C ovington and Ohio R a ilro ad  was p la ce d  e n t i r e ly  under th e  con­

t r o l  and management of th e  V irg in ia  Board of P u b lic  Works f o r  th e  reaso n  th a t  

no r a i l r o a d  company f in a n c ia l ly  cep ab le  of b e a rin g  th e  enormous c o s t co u ld  

th e n  be form ed, th e  p r o f i t s  d e riv ed  from th e  d iv e rs io n  of e a s t  and west t r a f ­

f i c  o f more n o r th e rn  ro ad s  would in  a  rea so n ab le  tim e  reim burse  th e  s t a t e ,  

and th e  sooner th e  upper .M ississipp i v a l le y  was reached  by a  V irg in ia  r a i l r o a d  

th e  b e t t e r  i t  would be f o r  th e  whole s t a t e .  Upon le a v in g  C ovington, t h i s  road 

c ro sse d  a  b ranch  of Jackson  r iv e r  f iv e  tim es  b e fo re  p ie r c in g  th e  A llegheny 

m oun ta ins. Then c ro s s in g  th e  C re en b rie r  r i v e r  th r e e  tim e s , making i t s  way 

along  same keep ing  to  th e  n o r th , c ro s s in g  same n e a r Hawk’ s Nest keep ing  to  

th e  so u th  u n t i l  re ach in g  Coal r iv e r ,  and ex tend ing  alm ost due w est to  b rid g e  

over th e  Guyandotte r i v e r ,  i t  con tinued  to  th e  Ohio r iv e r .  A lthough th e  d is -  

from C ovington to  th e  W hite Sulphur %>rings was on ly  I/IO  of th e  le n g th  of th e

e n t i r e  ra ilw a y , th e  c o s t of i t s  c o n s tru c tio n  was e s tim a ted  as l /4  of th e  t o t a l
62

c o s t of t h i s  im provem ent.

Beyond th e  so u th e rn  end of th e  James r iv e r  b rid g e  of th e  Richmond 

and D a n v ille  R a ilro a d , th e  p a tie n c e  and re so u rce s  of th e  coup any were s e v e re ly  

ta x e d  by a  deep cu t of 60 y a rd s  th rough  g ra n i te  which rece iv ed  a t te n t io n  from 

th r e e  c o n tr a c to r s  b e fo re  th e  b la s t in g  was f in is h e d . P a ss in g  under th e  Rich­

mond and P e te rs b u rg  R a ilro a d  by a tu n n e l ,  t h i s  improvement p roceeded  vp th e  

James r i v e r  w ith in  250 y a rd s  of th e  F a l l in g  creek co a l m ines b e fo re  sw inging 

southw ard to  c ro s s  th e  Appomattox r i v e r  14 m ile s  away. S ix ty —th re e  m ile s  fu r ­

t h e r ,  i t  c ro sse d  th e  S taun ton  r iv e r .  J u s t  b e fo re  reach in g  D an v ille , a  b rid g e

over th e  Dan r i v e r  was n e ce ssa ry . These were ithe  only p h y s ic a l o b s ta c le s  of
63a  s e r io u s  n a tu re  which had to  be surm ounted. The fo llo w in g  r e p o r t ,  Sept. 30,

62. S outhern  P la n te r ,  XX, p .  619
6 3, Op. C i t . ,  June 4 and S ep t. 13, 1850, and American R a ilro ad  Jo u rn a l,

XXVIII, p p . 819-20
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1850j g iv e s  a  f a i r l y  c l e a r  p ic tu r e  lefcf c o n s t r u c t io n :

KIND FINISHED TO BE DONE

F as t of S taun ton  R iver

E a r th  I , 660,000 1 ,638 ,000  cubic ya rd s
Rock 27,615 14,350 " "
Masonry 20,155 10,180 H "
B rid g in g  2 ,370  360 l i n e a l  f e e t
D itc h in g  184,360 559,790 " "
T r e s s e l in g  2,930

West of S taun ton  R iver

E a rth  118,550 1 ,261 ,220  cubic ya rd s
Rock 250 22,450 " w
Masonry 540 12,100 " "
B rid g in g  $70,000
D itc h in g  1,320 160,050 l i n e a l  f e e t

W ith g r e a te r  m ileag e  in  North C a ro lin a  th a n  in  V irg in ia , th e  Roanoke 

V a lley  R a ilro a d  was o r ig i n a l ly  p lan n ed  to  p roceed  down t h i s  v a l le y  f o r  about 

f iv e  m ile s  b e fo re  tu rn in g  southward to  c ro s s  th e  s t a t e  l i n e .  L a te r , an ex­

te n s io n  from C la r k s v i l le  to  K ey sv ille  on th e  Richmond and D anv ille  c ro ssed  th e  

Roanoke, S tau n to n , and M eherrin  r iv e r s  ta k in g  advantage of th e  d iv id e  df th e  

l a s t  two r i v e r s  w herever e x p ed ien t.

The Richmond and York R iv er R a ilro a d , whose purpose  i t  was to  p la c e

Richmond in  an equal p o s i t io n  w ith  -A lexandria, P e te rsb u rg , and N orfolk w ith
65

re g a rd  to  im p o rts  and e x p o r ts ,  adopted  L t . M« F. M aury's cho ice of West P o in
66

f o r  i t s  e a s te rn  te rm in u s . A fte r le a v in g  Richmond, t h i s  road  c ro ssed  th e

ta b l e  la n d  d iv id in g  th e  James and Chickahominy r iv e r s ,  th e  l a t t e r  s tream , th e

r id g e  d iv id in g  i t  and th e  Pamunkey r i v e r ,  and th e  l a t t e r  b e fo re  fo llo w in g  th e

r id g e  s e p a ra t in g  th e  Pamunkey and M attaponi r iv e r s  th u s  avo id ing  th e  crooked
67

co u rse  of th e  low er Pamunkey r iv e r .

64 . I b i d . ,  XXIV, p .  107
65. I b i d . ,  XXX, p .  178
66. Op. C i t . ,  Feb. 6 , 1854
67. Va. Board of P u b lic  Works, 1850-60


