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PREFACE

The subject of thisg thesis was suggested by Mr. Robert
Land, Librarian of the College of William and Mary., It was
felt that a study of the Grammar School as a separate entity
would aid in tracing the development of'the’different departe
ments and be of value in completing 2 definitive history of
the College. After consultation with Dr. George Oliver, Head
of the Department of Hducation, and with his valued assistance,
this study was altered so that it not only gave a history of
the Grammar School, but attempted to show its influence on the
pattern of Virginla education.

Since most of the research for this thesis was done in
the library of the College of Williem and Mary, the author
takes this opportunity to thank the members of the library
staff for thelr kindness and cooperation. 8he would like to
give especlal thanks to Mr. Herbert Ganter for his patience
and efficlency in locating the old documents and records essen-
tial for thié’work,

The author further wishes to express her gratitude to
Dr. Richard L. Morton, who gave so freely of his help and
counsel, not only in authenticating the historical research,
but in revising the organlization and phraseology of this

thesls.



IRTRODUCTION

In writing a history of the Grammar School of the
Gellege of William end Mary and of its significance to
colontal education, the problem presents itself under two main
1heada. The Iirst is to organize the scattered facts conw
cerning the Grammar School from its founding in 1693 to its
abolition in 1779 and to present them in chronological and
coherent fashion, and in tho same manner to separate the
facts pertaining to the Cramnar School alone from those per-
taining to the College proper during the period from 1ts
reestablishment in 1791 to 1888, The second psrt is to com-
pare the life and purposes of the two phases of the school asg
typical of the periods they represent, to note tho changing
trends in education which they indicate, and to attempt to
analyze the reason for these trends. A minor consideration of
the problem is to trace the connection of the College with the
present Matthew Wheley School.

This subject should be of significance to those
interested in Vipginia education and in the College of William
and Mary as it presents a plcture of 8 colonial school; the
only Virginis school in practically continuous existence
throughout the sighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It supple«
monts the existing hlstories of the College by presenting the
Grammar School, not only in 1ts relation to the College, but



algo ag a geparate institution, By tracing the story of the
Grammar School, and by pointing out the contemporary schools
in the county, it will also help to f£ill in the gaps in the
history of education in Williamsburg,

After showing the need existing for higher education
in Virginiea, this study will attempt to show the colony's
efforts to meet this need in the establishment of the Grammar
School,

The history of the Grammar School of the esighteenth
sentury will be presented in detail and the thesis will try
to portray accurately the livee of the masters and scholars
and the courses of study they pﬁrsueﬁs The Grammar School of
the ninetesnth century will be presented in less detail since
this perliod is much better known and sinece the school repre~
gented only one of many schools of i1ts type, whereas the
eighteenth century school was, for a time at least, unigue in
its class., The schools of the two periods will be valuable
in affording a basis for comparison of the educational
policies of thelr day and will furnish a means of pointing out
and analyzing these differences,

While much has been written about the Latin Grammer
Schools in Rew England as typical of education in the North,
1ittle has been wrltten of thils particular school és repro-
sentative of educstion in the South, There is much data on

the Grammar School in the College records, but it is 1néludeé



vi
mostly in its relation to the College rather than as a clear
pilcture of a distinet Institution, Sinee the aschool was a
definite part of the College, there will be no attempt to
minimise lts dependence on the College, but only to emphasisze
thogse differences as they occurred, The importance of the
Grammayr 3c¢hool lay in the fact that it was distinct, with a
definite purpose and organization, It not only filled an
immedliate educational need, dbut served as s model and source
of inspiration for schools In other communities which wished
to set up grammar schools of their own,

The procedure of this thesis will consist in examining
the many sources of data sbout the school, placing the facts
obtained in proper categorles, and aittempiing to draw con-
¢lusions from them. These sources include such primary
materials as follows: The statutes on colonial sducation}
the manuscripts and printed mateprial in the collection of the
Gollege of William and Mary; the records of the Genersl
Asgembly of Virginla; the transeripts of the records of
Lambeth Palace, the Commission of Trade and Plantations, and
of the Public Record 0ffice of London; letters from the
colonial governors, masters end othersg commected with the
College; the catalogues of the College, the Jjournals of the
faculty; newspapers, pamphlets and periodicals of the period,
The gecondary sources include books on education in England

and Ameprica during the seventeenth and elghteenth centuries,
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biogrephies of the masters and collections of documents and
readings on educatlon,

This study will attempt to organize the facts in such
a way that they will be more aceessible to thospe interesgted
in following tho pattern of Virginis education as reflected

in an old Virginia school,



CHAPTER X
THE EDUCATIOHAL BACKGROUND OF THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

The growth of the principle of universal education in
the 8South 1s marked by three dlstinct periods. The first
period, which was that of transplanting Europesn customs and
traditions to Amerlca, extended from the date of the first
gettlements to near the middle of the elghteenth century.
During that time the colonists were especially influenced by
conditions and practices in the mother . country, The second
period, from about 1750 to 1830, was distinet for its attempt
to modlify educational practices so as to meet condlitions in
the new country. The third period, 1830~186%5, was marked by
the steady, persistent growth of Jefferson's public school
1dea.t It was against the background of the first period
that the College of Willlism and Mary was founded,

The problems of unemployment and vagranecy in ingland,
caused by the "enclosure aets” and the dissolution of the
monasteries, were the reasons for the passage of & number of
"poorelaws" in the relgn of Queen zlizsbeth. These laws had
great effect on the colonies, and thelr spirit was reflected

in the Virginia statutes relating %o poor children and orphanss

lgagar . Enight, Public Education in the South
{Boaston, 1922}, p. le
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While they were not basically educational in intent, they
served as g form of compulsory education at a very low

level, In the act of 1643, masters of orphans apprenticed to
them were obliged to teach them to read and write, and if
they falled to do thls the children would be taken from

2 In 1646 another act empowered county Justices to bind

them.,
out children of such poor fgmilles ag could not give them
good breeding and to keep and educate them at publie expense
while learning the flax trade¢3 The Gloucester Parish Book
in 1716 has instructions to a master to put an apprentice to
school for three years until "he has lesarned to read the
Bible and may get his own living.”u The power of enforcing
these poor-laws was largely in the hands of the vestries and
church~wardens. Virginia inherited her parish system
direetly from England. The county was the unit of political
representation in the Assembly, but the parishes, governed
by the ministers and vestries, handled most locel affairs.
The vestry had the power to appoint the wardens and overseers

of the poor and to apportion and collect taxes for charitable

2William Waller Hening, editor, The Statutes at Large,
Being a Collection of All Laws of Virginia, from the First
Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619 (Richmond, 1B809),

I, 260, Hereinafter cited as Hening, Statutes.

Ibid., I, 336-37.

e

hLyon G, Tyler, "Colonial Educatlon," William and Mary
Quarterly Magazine, V, lst ser. (July, 1896),7279. Herein=-
after clted as W, M, Q.
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purposes.s Thus the education of the poor was put into the
hands of the church and there it remained until 1796, when
the adoption of Jefferson's Bill sepsarated church and stateié

Since the church concerned itself with education, and
since the ministers were usually university graduates of
wider education than many in the colony, it was natural that
the ministers became school teachers and that the "parson's
schools" sprang up. These schools taught either the rudie
mentg of learning or ths classlcs, according to demand, and
during the sarly part of the century provided one of the few
sources of education. In 1640, John Waltham in his will
placed his child under the care of "a good and godlye school
master," ! Along with the "parson's schools" and sometimes much
the same were the "old fleld schools.”™ This type of school
occurred when a group of neighbors joined together and employed
8 school master to teach thelr childranaa The teaching was

usually confined to reading, writing, and ciphering. The

chhn Fiske, Civll Government in the United States,
Considered with Some "Relerence to Tts Origina (Cambridge,
1890}, pp« 5762,

6Knight, Public Education in the South, ps 56.

?Ibidu; ja 28,

8lvsd., p. 12
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master might well be an lndentured servent who was bound for
the purposs. Hugh Jones, describing education in Virginia in
172li, says, "In most parishes, thers are little schoocls where
Englgah and writing are taught.”§ In 1658, twenty parishes
had schoolas taught byﬂmiﬁiatera*lc Blair reported to the
Bishop of London in 172l that he had four such schools in
Bruton Parish and that "they are set up where ever there was
a convenient number of scholaprs,"i®

In addition to these schoels for which there was a
tultion charge, there were a number of endewed schools to
which poor children ceme free, and those who were able to pay
a small fee also attended.,' The esarliest attempt at such a
school, was the "Bast Indies school"” to be set up in Charles
eity'aountygle 3ir Edwin Sandys, who was insirumental in
planning the ill«fated University of Henrlco, was also a
backer of this plan. The report of the London Company in
1621, makes reference to funds granted for the epecting in
Charles Clty County of "a public free school for the educabion

of uhildren and for grounding them in the principles of

9ﬁ§gh Jones, "The Present State of Vir "oy, Qs s
ginia,® W. M,
VLZMtsmn(mﬂygﬂ@ﬂ,l.

01pid., 12,
iy, M. Q‘, Vi, lst ser. {July, 1897), 79.

1250nn Fiske, 01d Virginia and Her Neighbors,
(Cambridge, 1897), I, 234, Heminalter cited as Fiske, Qld

Virginia.
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religlon, civility of life and humane laarning,"l3 This-was
to be a preparatory school for the University of Henrico and
the master was to be the Reverend Patrick Gopeland, e
missionary from India. Sandys said that 1t would bs "most
accegtable to the planters through want of which they have
been at great cost to send their children to fEngland to be
ta“@ht&“lh The establishment of thls school, like that of
the Unlversity of Henrlco, was prevented by the Indian
Massacre of 1622,

The earllest endowed school to go into actual operaw
tion was the Benjamin Symmes school in Elizabeth City County.
An unknown writer, descrlibing Virginia in 1649, commented as
follows, "I may not forget to tell you we have a flne free
school with two hundred acres of land, & fine house upon
it, forty milch kine and other accomodations; the benefac«
tor, Mr. Benjamln Symmes, worthy to be chranicleda"ls Mr.
Symmes left ample provislion for ths upkeep of hils schools
This was in 163l, which, according to Mr. Lyon Tyler, makes
it the oldest free, endowed school in the csuntryélé

IBIbid;, 233,

lhw. Ms Qep V, 18t ser, (January, 1898), 173:

1SA Perfect Description of Virginis, reprint of an
old pamphlet by an unknown author, published in London in
1649, Virginia Historical Register sand Literary Advertiser,

Williem B: Maxwell, editor (Richmond, 18L48), P+ 715+
Herinaftar cited as Virginia Historical Register.

16
W. M. Q., VI, lst ser, (July, 1897), 72.




Another early school was that of Captain Moon, who endowed
his school in rather a strange way. ‘He left "four female
cattle, by will, to remain for a stock for poor, fatherless
children + « « for clothing and schooling, the overssers of
the poor te ecarry out his w111,"7  The Russell schoel, 1667;
the King school, 1669; and the Eaton school, 1689, wers also

18 That there was 8 sufficlient number of

schools of this type.
achoolmagters in Virginle in the late seventesnth century to
constituts a potentlal sourco of revenue, ls evidenced by s
proclametion in 1686 by Lord Howard of Effingham, Governor of
Virginia, that "no schoolmaster be permitted or allowed, or
sny cther person or persons instructing or teachlng youth as
& schoolmaster, ao to practice before obtalning s license
from me."?  The Burgesses, fearing the effect of thls law on
the schoolmasters, proved thelr interest in them by sending a
petitlon to the Governor asking that & man be appointed In
each county "to examine the mastors and to licence them for
so moderate a fee as not to cause .them to leave 50 necessery

an<unéartakingy“2g

6, w, Q., ¥, lot ser. (July, 1896), 112.
lg?iaka, 0ld Virginia, I, 246,

lgﬂ» R+ Mclllwalne, editor, The Executive Journals of
the Council of Colonial Virginia, (Richmond, 10251, I, 508

207p14., 508
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Ingtruction above the elementary level was left almost
entirely to tutors and to the small private schools that
specialized In the classies. The wealthy planters, who,‘frem
the igolated position of many of the plantations and from the
condition of the Virginia roads, would have found difficulty
in sending theilr children to school even 1f schoolg had
existed, usuelly employed tutors, This system is too well
known to necessitate comment, but 1t 1s interesting to
observe that as labte as 1819, this "predilection in favor of
domestic education, the gentlemen preferring to hire tutors
instead of sending their children to school," was glven as a
cause of the lack of success of the academies.21

The blographies of femous Virginians of the eighteenth
century often refer to the classical education they received
at the hands of a minister or master of & smell private
schools Jefferson went to Mr, Maury's school in Fredericks-~
burg, and James Madison attended Mr. Martin's in Loulsa
County. Mr. Yates, an Oxford graduate, kept a school of this
sort in Gloucester County which was largely attended. John

Page, Thomas Nelson, and Edward Carter were among its pupils.zg

~

21 ,
Ree's Encyclopedia, I, 38. Quoted by A. J. Morrison.

22Thomas J. Wertenbaker, "Education in Virginia,"
Fiftleth Anniversary Volume N. E, A. 1906, p. 455. Quoted
by Liwood P, Cubberly, Readings in Pablic Education in the
United States (Cambridge, l93§5, De 78.
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The boys who did not attend schools of thls type, but

were in search of higher education, often went to England to
complete their studies. This custom was mentioned in connecw
tion with the need for the Bast Indla school; and that 1t conie

tinued up into the latter part of the eighteenth century is

shown by an advertisement in The Virginia Gazette in 1769.

The Academy of Leeds In Yorkshire, BEngland, solicited the

patronage of the clitizens of Willlamsburg and offered many

advaaﬁagss¢23 ‘
S8ince the typlesl scheols in Bagland at that periodgépﬂy
were the Latin Cramwmar Schools, a brief hisfory of these
schools might be of interest, This type of institution hﬁd
begun originally in the Roman Empire in abount—themiddle of. g?a?'ﬁy

f_—"'*\__/
3’%%@ 2econ& century B. Cs an& had spread throughout the main

t@wng of ITtaly. Itz purpose was to teach Latin grammar and to
glve a broad cultural acquaintance with classical literaturs.
These schools declined with the Roman Empire. With the rise
of the Christian Church, the same kind of sducation was proe
vided In the monasterles and even E&tar,in the schools set up
by the cathedrals, Such sducstion remained typleal of
English public schools as late as the nineteenth century.

S8ince education remained largely In the hands of the Chuprch,

23w, W, Q., VI, 1st ser, (January, 1898), 173.



it saw fit to glve such an educatlon as would help to per-
petuate the Christian religlon and alse would prepare
students for the learned professions. Latin was the
cultural language of all Europe. Doctors, lawyers, minie
sters, statesmen, and gchoolmasters needed it in their
profeasions, Even minor officials, clerks and surveyors,
found 1t necessary as deeds were often written in Latin,
Greek and Hebrew were considered esgential to a thorough
understaending of the Bible and for the training of young
men for the mini&try.eﬁ

The rules for the government of the Hopkins Grammar
School in Rew Haven, 168ly, show the spplication of these
principles of education to an American school., "The
ergction of the said school,” stated its charter, "1z for
the instruction of hopeful youths in the Latin and Greek
tongues and in other learned langueges soe far as o preé-
pare such youthe for the cellege and publique service of
the country and the church and commonwealth.® Purthormore
it stated, "noe boyes are to be admitied into the school

for the learning of English books but such as have been

zhﬁ. H, Vreeland, Public Secondary Education in
Connectlcut, 1635~1800, dissertation for the degree of
Boctor of Philosophy (Yele, 1941). The discussion of
facts pertaining to the origin of Latin Crammer Schools
is a brief condcensation of materlial found in this
dissertation.
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before tauéht-to spell the letters well and begin to read
and thereby to perfect their spelling and reading w25

This purpose was much the same as tﬁgt set up for the
Crammer School in the chavter of the College af William and
Mary, It was to be established "for the immqéiate education

of tn@ youths of the colony in the Latin and Greek tongues, . "26

\
3

- i : \

; zgﬁules and Regulations of the New haven qukins .
Gremmer School, transcribed from the records ofthé School
by Liyman Baird, quoted by Elwood P. Cubberly, Réadlngs in
Public¢ Education in the United States, p; 6;» \-~

e

géﬂerbert B, Adams, The Collepe of William\and %ggg,

A Contribution to the HistoTy of Higher I Education, With Suge’

g@stions Tor 1ts National Promotion (Washington, L887),
s+ 19, "Hereinafter cited as Adame, The History of ef the

Lollege¢




CHAPTER II

THE WILLIAM AND MARY GRAMMAR BCHOOL
IT8 FOUNDING ARD EARLY HISTORY

The hopes of the Virginia Colony for an institution of

higher learning for its sons dld not begin with the actual
In fact, the

founding of the College of William and Mary.

idea began st the very blrth of the colony.
Edwin Sandys'raaeivad & grant for a college at Henrice and
plans had been drawn up which were overthrown by the Indian

el

Masgacre of 1622§L A second plan, in 162, for an Academia
Virginiensis et Oxoniensis was broken up by the death of its
chief sponsor, Hdwin Falmar,a There is a record that in
1660, his"ajesty's Governor, Qmuneil of state and Burgesses

of the present grand Assembly have geveraelly subsecribed

COLLEGE 0f WiLLidy & ARy

soveral large sums of money and guantities of tobaceco to be
paid alter a place should be provided for Educational pur-
poses."3 This attemét did net materialize, but the idea was
kept alive, and in Februsry, 1690, there was & meeting of

private gentlemen Interested in sducation, called together

by Colonel John Page. This group met again in April of the

lierbert Adams, The Higtory of the College, ps 11,

?Ibids; D 11,
Bﬁening, Statutes, II, 37.
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same year and presented to the Assembly thelr deslres cone
¢erning the founding of a c@llege.h In the meantime, the
€lergy added thelr voices to the demand for the college and
drew up a petition which they also presented to theo Assembly.
This paper was entitled, "A Proposition Drawn by the Clergy
to be Transmitted to the General Assembly Regarding the
Founding of a Ocllege,s

This proposltion showed that the clergy had given the
matter careful thought and that they had definite ldeas as
to the type of school which would best meet the needs of the
community. Since moat of the schools of this perlod were
church~sponsored, it was quite natural that this first prace
tical plan for a college should have as one of its main
objeets the training of young men for the ministry. However,
the Divinity School was not to be the only branchj a School
of Philosophy was to be included and also a Grammar School.
It is noteworthy that in all the early documents, as will be
shown, the ldea of the free school or grammar school was
included as an essential part,

Taking first things first, the need for training

scholars Iin the classics in order to have students prepared

L‘W. M& Qﬁ, X; 2nd ser, (OQtObQZ’; 1929)’ 333Q

SA Proposition Drawn by the Clergy to be Transmitted
to the General AssSembly ol Virginia Regarding the rFoundin
gg a Colle e, Public Record Office, London, (Colonial Office,
transcript, Library of Congress, Class 5, Vol., 1305, 39,
Hereinafter cited mg P. R. 0. C. O,
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for the College, made the Grammar School the first concern of
the founders., The proposition further stated that "care be
taken for providing able and fitting mssters and pﬁﬁfaaaﬁrﬁ
for the gaid school, viz, for the Grammar School a master and
an able uaharqﬁé' That this waes no ideslisgtic dream but a
practical plan was further shown by the followlng scals of
allowances set up?

To the masters of the Grammaer School, elghty pounds

with the liberty to take fifteen shillings per annum
of each scholar excepting twenty poor scholars who are
to be taught gratis . » « to the ushers, fifty pounds
each and the liberty to take five shillings yearly of
each scholar excepting the twenty aforesald » « « also
that for the better encouraging and enabling of fitting
persons to transport themselves into this country to
undertake the gaid place there be esdvanced and allowed
te the President and each professor and masﬁe$ Tifty
pounds and t¢ each usher, twenty-five pounds,

The Clergy also addressed a proposltlon to the mers
chants of London and asked them to support "this charitable
deslgn of erscting and founding a Free 3chool and College
for the education of our youthﬁﬁg The term "free" wass used
to mesan elther a school without tuition charges, a charity
gchool, or a school free to teach the liberal arts. In

this cese the latter definition applied because, except for

S1p14,
T1vid.

8
Pragogal of the Clepgg to the Herchants of London f@r
the Founding of & Colloge, P. H. O. C. O., 571305, 38.
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the aforementioned twenty, tuition cherges would be made.
The proposition was received favorably by the
Assembly, by the planters, and by thelr merchant friends.
The House of Burgesses subscribed 225 and 12500 was raised
in private subscriptions, That these donations were more
readlily promlsed than pald was later to be a source of grie-
vance to Pressident Blair; but at this point, the times
seemed propltious and Commissary Blalr, a doughty Scotsman,
was sent over to England to secure a charter for the College
and Free School. The Supplication sent by the Colony opens
with these words, "Incited by the urgent necessity of this
your Majesty's dominlon, where our youth i1s deprived of the
benefit of a liberal and virtuous education .+ . 6“9

Mr. Blalr was given a long list of instructions signed
by Governor Nicholson, then LieutenantwGovernor of Virginia,
among which appear the following:

You shall endsavor to procure from thelr Majesties an
ample charter for a free school and college, wherein
shall be taught Letin and Greek and the Hebrew tongue,
together with Philosophy, Mathematics and Divinity. In
order to do this you shall make it your business to
peruse the best charters in England whereby schools and
Colleges have been founded , » « . Having attained the
said charter, you shall procure a good school master,
usher, and writing master to be sent to thils country

« » +» and sig to the importation of a fit man to teach
arithmetic,

géaurnals of the House of Burgesses of Virginias,
1552*73x edited by H. R. McIllwaine (Richmond,‘fQ%Hi,.p. 366.

O0p. B, 0. C. 0., 5/1306.



This showed that the (Governor had in mind, at this
instant, the instruction of the younger boys, in obther words,
the Grammar School., That the plan was to start thus humbly
with a grammar gchool and build up the other departments
later was aspprent in a letter from James Blair to Governor
Nicholson in 1691, It was written from London after a cone
vergation with the Bishop of London:

In ¥ngland the masters have much easier lives than is
designed for our masters here in our own college in Vir-
ginia, I can have several young men that are it enough
to be ushers but can not persuade any of the eminent,
experienced men to go over, There 1s one thing that was
forgot in my instructions, that is I should have been
ordered to provide a President for the college at the
same time as the school master and the usher. I thought
at first, a Grammar School being the only thing we could
go fafi a good school master would be enough to manage
that .+~

Blair went on to say that the Blshop persuaded him
(doubtless he needed little persuession) that a president was
neceasary for setting up good discipline and that if it were
left to the school master, he would keep the beys at their
Latin longer than was necessary; also that the masters and
ushers would need to be inspected as much as the boya.ll

Mr, Blair was successful in his mission. The King
and Queen allowed him 22000 from the quit-rents of Virginia,

20,000 acres of land, and a tax of one penny a pound on

lljames Blair, letter to Francls Nicholson, 1691,
Virginia Magezine of History and Biography, VII (July, 1899),
160161, Hereinafter cited as Virginia Magazine of History.
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tobacco exported from Virginia and Maryland, together with
all fees and profits arising from the office of surveyore
general, which was to be controlled by the College., He
received his charter in 1693, 1In thils charter he was
appointed President for life, and power was gilven to establish
a college for divinity, philosophy, and languages, and such
good arts and sclences. Affairs of the college weré to be
wested 1n a college senate, "which should consist of 18 men
or any other number not exceeding 20, who were then the
Lieutenant~Governor, four gentlemen of the council, four of
the Clergy and the rest nam'd out of the House of Burgasse&;“lg
This group was to handle the endowment of the College and
transfer it to the President and masters as soon as the
College should be falrly established,

In 1693, land was purchased from Thomas Ballard. Mr,
Blair occupled a house on the property in which he set up &
school until the gollege building should be campletéal3

Heanwhlle Governor Nicholson, who had telten a great

interest in the College, had been made Governor of Maryland

1?Henry Hartwell, James Blair, and Edward Chilton,

The Present Stete of Virginia, Being & Report Authorized by
the Board of Trade to “Investigate Affairs at the College,
made to Willism Poppie, edlited by Hunter Farish {WIlliamsburg,

1940), p. 69.
3yirginia Magazine of History, T1I, 189L, 19k,
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and had been succeeded in Virglnis by Sir Edmond Andros.
Under the new regime, the College fared badly. According to
Blair:

The gentlemen of the Council, who had been the for-
wardest to subscribe, were the backwardest to pay; then
every one was for finding shifts to evade and elude
their Subgeriptions and the meaner Psople woere so
influenced by thelr Countenance and Example, {Men being
easily persuaded to keep their Money) that there was

not one Penny got cut of new Sﬁbscri?tﬁena nor paid of
the old 25003 but about 5003,

The surveys on the Pamunkey lands had not been finished
and work on the building had not begun. A paper bearing
neither name nor date, entitled, "Sir Edmond Andros is an
@nemy to the College of William and Mary," tells the tale of
the difficultlies between Bleir and Andros. It sald that
indros attempted to make Blalr President "in futuro' {(after
the actual establishment of the College), whereas Blair pro-
tested that hils pregidency began at once, that he was
ordered to repair to the place whepre the College was bullding
and start a grammar school. Blalr had been promised a house
in the possession ¢of the Governor in which to start his
school, but the gentleman refused to give up his tenancy.
Mnally, sfter differences with hls landlady, Mrs. Page,

Governor Andros vacated the houge snd went to Jamestown, but

Upartwell, Blair, and Chilton, The Present State of
Virginias, p. 70.




18
instead of turning it over to Mr. Blair, he left an old
servant in possession to prevent Blalr's occupancy., Blair,
wighing to open his school, brought his possessions to
williamsburg in a sloop and insisted on moving iﬂolg

It would be interesting to know where the Page Houae
stood, Two houses, removed from Duke of Cloucester Strest
by Governor Nicholson's orders, as cbstructing the view of
the College, belonged to a IMr. Page and they may have been
the ones used by Mr, Blalr for hls first school house.

That, in splite of diffieculties, the Crammar School
went into actual operation was attested to by a report sent
to London in 1694, It 1listed the following payments made
during the year: To Mr. U4illigan, usher, 225; to Mr. Ingles,
achool master, 230; to Mr. Blair, one year at 2100, one year
at 2150; to William Brown, for repairing the school house,
25,10

The Grzmmar School opened its doors to boys eight
years of age and older. Thet the scholars were mostly youthe
ful at this period was shown by a stabement attributed teo
Governor Andros. A Mr. Philip Clark of Maryland said that

while visiting the Governor, he was invited to go and see the

lgbambeth Manuseripts, Vol, ohi2, Ho. 50. Transeripts
in the Collectlon of the College of Wllliam and Mary.

1041 pccount of the Colleps of Willlam and Mary,

P, R, 0. C, G'lf g; lsw, !&23;
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Golleges "I will show you this College," sald Andros, "but
you would expect that I should show you the Free School, but
I suppose this College is to teach children their A, B, C's."
tr, Clark was told that a cause of the Governor's sarcesmn was
that the Reverend Mr. Blalr had offended him by saying qulte
pointedly in a sermon that "whoever withdrew & helping hand
from the College would be eternally damgad,“l?

Hr, Blair was anxious to get on with the building of
his College end Governor Andros was very uncooperative. He
had promissed bricks, but they were not forthecoming, and work
on the bullding was at a standstill.

Blair went to London and complalned to the Commission
of Trade and Plantations thats

s » « bhelr good Governor, who had besn the Greatest
Encourager in that Country of the Design {on which he has
laid out 350% of his own Honey} being at that time
remov'd from them, and another put in his Place that was
?f quite different”Spirit andlgemper, they found their.
Business goling very heavily.

In response to this complaint, the trustees received a
letter from King William, who told them to remove all
obstacles from starting the College, and work on the main

bullding soon b@g&ﬂalg

17?rocaedines of the Couneil of Maryland, 169%~26,
edited by Willlam Hand, Warylend Historical Society (DBelti-
more, 1900), Archiws of Maryland, xzxf, 176.237.

18gartwell, Blair, and Chilton, The Prosent State of
Virginia, p. 70. : . A

lgIbiﬁa
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In 1697, Governor Andros wrote to the Council of Trade
and Plantations, In answer to an inguiry as to the state of
the College, "that two sides of the sguare intended,
finished, the walls up, and roof setting up,”gg Sir Edmond
gent 1n a2 report of the work submitted to him by Stephen
Pouace, Rector of the Board of Trustees. This pveport, after
deserlbing the condition of the bullding, ended with these
words, "We have founded our Crammer School, which is well
furnighed with g good school master, usher, and writing
master, in which the scholars make great proficiency in their
atudles to the general sptisfaction of their parents and
guardian&.“zl, The good school master referred to was the

22 a Scotsman and ninister of the

Reverend Mungo Ingles,
Church of England. IIe held the degree of Master of Apts
and had had much experience as a school mester in England,
Blair persuaded him to come over and hesd his new school.
This schocl, housed in Mr. Blair's residence, consisted of

twenty-nine pupils with the aforementioned masters, s

20ramond Andros, Letter to the Lords of Trade and
Plantations, P. R. 0, €. 0., 5/1309,

QILetter from the Trustees, April 13, 1697, P. R. O.

22pn annotated biography of Mungo Ingles will be
found in Appendix B.

2331111&@ and NMary Quarterly, I, lst ser. (July,
1893}, 130, Herelnafter cited as W, M. Q.
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Mr,., Blalr undertook the housekeeping at first, but later
turned it over teo ¥r, Ingles, much to the latter's disgust.
Mr. Ingles complained bitterly and with reason that he did
all the work while Mr, Blair drew & larger salsry as FPresi-
dent of a college which as yet 4id not exist. That the
school had some atanding even -at this early period was shown
by the fact that Governor Hicholson, while Jovernor of
Maryland, sent to 1t a young schoolmaster of Marylend,
Kr. Geddes, in order "to gain himself some experience until
a school should be establisbed‘”gu

Although some progress had besen made, Blalr was still
dissetisfied with the conduct of Covernor Andros snd denounced
him as an enemy of the College and of religion. He went over
to Eagland again and brought such pressure to bear that the
King removed Andros and, at Blalr's suggestion, rseplsced him
by Francis dlcholson. Blair was, at that tine, a great
admirer of Nicholson and at the scholastic sxereises in 1698,
s feature of the occasion was the reading of a spsech by the
Governor in which he praised the literary attalnments of the
young gentlemen., This affair, the first record of an
official oxXercise at the schoeol, was attended by members of

the House of Burgesses and many citigzens of the town, The

zasroceedin 8 and Acts of ithe Genersl Assembly of
Maryland, 109397, W, H. Brom, editor (Baltimore, L899,
Archives of Maryland, XIX, 531.
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Assembly was thanked for thelr favors to thes school by an
address signed by the faculbty, which at thils time still
included only President Blair, Mr. Ingles, and James Hodges,
an usharszg

Governor Nicholson arrived in Willismsburg to take
over his duties and appllied himgelf to the task of completing
the bullding of the Collsge. In May, 1700, he wrote to the
Archbishop of Canterbury:

We have agroed that after Christmas the President szhall
go live in the building, the Grammar Master, Usher,
Writing Haster and so many scholars as are willing to
baar§ there and tne President has unggrtaken for the
first to provide thelr accomodation.

This plan was duly carried out and the school rnoved
into the Wren Building. At this time James Allen was added
to the faculty as usher and William Robinson was made writing
masterag?

The school had been in its new quarters only a short
time when a quarrel started between Blalr and Nicholson, who

were both living in the sehool. The rivalry between Dr.

Blair, the Presldent's brother and the Governor for the hand

25@; . Q., II, lst ser, (January, 1693), 1.

26??&&313 Nicholson, Letter to the Archblshop of
Canterbury, W, M, Q., VIII, 2nd ser. (January, 1922), 227,

27Report made to the Council of Trade and Plantations
Concerning iHer iajesty's Royall College of Willlam and lary
in Virginia, July 8, 1702, P. R. O, C. 0. 5/1312,
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of a Miss Burwell is generally glven as.a first cause of
difference between them, but the Governor's pregence in the
same building with Mr. Blalr, who disliked anyone to infringe
on his authorilty, was probably a contributing cause, However
that may be, the mounting disliko betwesn them led to the
guarrel over the famous "barring out" incident (to be dise
cussed later) end to en outbreak of scrimonious complaints
to Londen by Mr. Blair, the Governor, and lir. Ingles, who
had espoused the Governor's cause, In 1703, iir. Ingles wrobs:

%o have the name of a College these ten years in

Virginia, a College which should have consisted of a
Pregident and six mastors etc. but instead of such a
College we have only & Gramnmar School , . + . yet all
this vhile we have had e Presldent who pockets up yearly
2150 of the College money. If I am not out in my com-
pubation he wlll have enriched hlis coffers next pay day
with about 21500 of the College cash, which at rate of
ten pounds aplece would have kept filfteen scholars
vearly at the Grammayr School. We need masters for the
other subjects besides Latin and Greek but there 1z no
money tc pay the masters. There is only money for the
Crammar Master and ushers and the President besides the
writing magger, so this College or rather Grammar School
must fall,

Blair, In responsc to these accusations, sent an affia-
davit to the Colonial Office in which he berated the Governor
a3 an enemy of the College. He said that thougnh the Governor
had pretended an interest in it, he had used 1t only for hils
own advantage and had not encouraged the Assembly to assist

the College. He had used the building a&s a meeting place for

28¥irginia Magazine of History, IX (January, 1902), 251.
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the Assembly end for his own private treats, which had
greatly dlsturbed the routine of the College busincss. As
for finishing tho College, he had done so with such haste and
with such poor materials that the bullding wes speiled., He
had paid excessive wapges and had made additieona of his own,
and had in this way so despoiled the revenue of the College
that the President had had no salary for two years, He
further stated that the Governor had not collected the tax
on tobacco from Maryland which hod been granted to the
College and had made the College pay back to him the 3200 he
had once advanced to it.<”

ingles continued to support the Governor and take issue

with Blelr on various subjects. He was disappointed at not
being given a house that he had been promised and at having
to live in the bullding and do the housekeeping. Since a
part of Ingles! salary came from feesz, he was, naturally,
anxlous to bulld up the enrollment of his school. He felt
that the snmity between Blalr an%\§§3§?1§$n, resulting in the
removal of geveral sons of Nicholgon's enemies, kept it from
progpering as it should. He was partlcularly annoyed with
Blair for removing his own nephew. He accused Blalr of

ingratitude to the CGovernor and said In a letter to the

295rfidavit of James Blair Conecerning the Hal~
Administration of Governor Nicholson, April 27, 170k,
P. R, 0. 0. 0., 5/131k.
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Board, ®l an resolved to have noo more to do with such a man
and will noe longer tee a member of a body or corporation of
which he is the head." Hhe added, "I do not understand the
Turning of a good Design into Bad use, a design of Breeding
up youth in learning and virtue end sll commendable Qualities
into & stalking horse to serve a turne upon occasion or to
onrich a particular man." He ended upon a most dramatle
note, "My soul come not thou into their secrets and unto
their Assembly, my honour be thou not united, #30

These smoldering grlevances burst into flame in the
final quarrel, In which Ingles espoused the cause of the
Governer against Blair. Nicholson lived in the building and
took a great interest in the school. fie had helpod Ingles to
find scholars and was on terms of pgreat intimacy with him and
the school boys, but on exceedingly difficult terms with
Blalr. In his affidavit to the Bighop, in which he gave a
full acount of what he callied the "Rlot"™ at the College,
Blelr even went so far a&s to accuse the Governor of trying to
kill him. Blair said that Nicholson had provided the boys
with money for shet, lent them his pistols and under pretense

of & "barring out® (an old custom in which the boys barrod

30?he Several Sources of Odium snd Discouragement
YVhich the College of Williem and Mary Lyes Under and the
Regolution of the Headmaster of the Grammar School Thereupon,
Anno Domini 170h, Virginia Mapazine of Bistory, VII, 391~397.
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the doors of the bullding against the masters in order to
obtain an early Christmas heliday), had made a gerlous
atteript against his life.31 Ingles also made an affidavit,
belstered by others from the boys involved in the affair,
in which ho refuted the Presidentts charges. IHe alleged
that the supposed plot was only a schoolboys' pranit, that
it had happened every year except when the Assembly met
there, that the Governor's money wont for victuals, not for
shot, and that, in shorit, there was no shot and no
c¢n5§iracy”32

In disgust wlth Blair end the declining condition of
the gchool, due In his opinlon to Bleir, Ingles finally
decided to resign, He wrote to Governor Hicholson in
Aupust, 1705, "I think it 1s my duty to acquaeint your
Excellency that I intend to quilt the Grammar School (which is
commonly and most Improperly called the College) both as
Master and housekeeper on the 25th of September nextﬁ“33
He gave as his rsasons that Blair had removed hls ncphew

angd influenced seven others to leave, which almost broke up

3lthe Further Affidavit of James Blair. William S.
Perry, Papers Relating to the History of the Church in
virginle A, D. 1050-1770 (Frivately printed, 187071, 137-38.

BEAffidavits Sworn ocut by the Schoolboys and lungo
Ingles, May, 1705, Virpginie Magazine of History, VIII, 1346

33retter to Governor Nicholson, August 8, 1705,
Perry, Papers Relating to the Church in Virginia, pp. 139-40.
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the school, and that Blair had greatly injured the name of
the school by making his scholars appear the “contrivers of a
bad design." He sald that Blalr painted his scholars as la
company of cutwthroats and Fagﬁitbajphat takes no more thought
for the life of a man than/éar the 1life of e hen, though they
are the best gentlemen's sons in the country and of such vir-
tuous dlsposition and honest principles as are not to Dbe
matched in most Grammar Schools.' He repeated his former
agsertion that the College would never be more than a Grammar
School as long as Blalr was at the halm¢3h

When Blalr recelved notiece of Ingles'! intentlion to
quit, he wrote to the Bishop that he had been inconvenienced
by the short notice given by Ingles of his resignation since
it was difficult to fill his place. Ingles took exception to
this eriticlsm and launched into another of his colorful
epigtles. This was called "4 MHodest Reply to Mr. Commissary
Blalrts Answer t© my Reasonsg for Leaving the College." After
the reasons already stated, he sald, "I find 1t as dangerous
to say anything against the unreasonableness of M¥r. Blalr's
taking his salary as President of the College, tho! it is at
present only a Grammar School, as it was of old to speak
against Diana and her Silver Shrines," He sald that Blair

hed always opposed him and that when he had asked for extre

3h1pia.
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money for rumming the whole school after the death of an usher,
Blair had refused. He sald that Blalr gave as one of his
reasons for removing his nephew that he had been mistreated
by the other boys. "But," denied Ingles, "I never allow the
greater fish to eat up the lesser.” Ingles contradlicted
Blair's statement that it would be herd to find & school-
master by declaring that there were many good ministers who
would be able to fill the place. He thought it would be much
harder to find scholars as many of them threatened to leave 1f
Blair remained. He added that Blair considered him ungrateful
slnce he had been responsible for appointing him to the
position, His appolntment, in Ingles' opinion, was due to
the superlority of his recommendations over the other seppli-
cants' rather than to Blair. "Heed I thank him," he demanded
with a fine rhetorical flourish, "for that which my own
character and merits procursd for me?"35

¥Mr. Blair, in defending himsell to Governor Nott,
who had been sent over to replace Governor Hicholson, pointed
out that while the College at that point was still clearly a
Grammar Scheol and only & Orammar School, the intent of the
founders was to make 1t indeed & college. He closed his.

letter with these words, "if by variocus impediments it has

35?ivginia Magazine of History, IX, 18.
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not attained Lits intended perfection, it would be more come
mendable %o think of helping 1t to Le what 1t wants to bde
than to destroy what it is¢“36

It would seem as 1f the atruggling school had
already troubles aplenty; yet still another setback was
added. On October 27, 1705, the main building burned down.
In June of 1706, the House of Burgesses agreed to lay a tax
én skins and furs for the better support ol the College,37
Although this tax set was passed prompily, the work of pre-
building did not immediately begin, In 1709, Willlam Byrd
records & mesting of & committee called to discuss plans for
rebullding the College. This committee decided to hire a
Mr. Tullitt, who sgreed, for the sum of 22000, to undertake
the repairs necessary, provided he could use the wood from
the College land and that all assistants brought from England
come at the Colloge risk,38

While the work of reconstruction was going on, the
Board had other problems to attend to. The resignation of
Mungo Ingles had left the school without a headmaster. This

position was later filled by Arthur Blackamore, a young man

36Virg§nia Magazine of History, VIII, 380,

37 journal of the House of Burgesses, June L, 1706,

edited by H. R, Mellliwaine.

38y1111am Byrd, The Seeret Dairy of Willism Byrd of
Westover, 1709-12, edited by Louls B. Wright and Marion
Tingiing (richmond, 191L), p. 99.
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of unstable tamparament,BQ Blacksmore was born in London in
1679. He gradusted from Oxford end was licensed to teach in
Virginie in 1707. He probably began his work that yesar,
though there 1ls no exact date given for his appointment as
headmaster of the Grammar School. In 1709, William Byrd spoke
of Master Blackemore'!s coming to play cerds with him. He
sald he brought Colonel Randolph with him as he was afraid to
face Byrd alone after having besen reprimanded by him for
drinkingﬁhﬁ Later in 1709, there was a mseting of the Board
of William and Mary at which they decided to ask Blackamore to
leave "for belng such a amtg“hl ¥r. Blackamore appealed to
the sympathies of the Board and presented a petition promising
to mend his ways if he were allowed to stay., At the next
meeting the Beard decided to give him another trial and he
remained at the Sﬂhﬁﬂlahe Byrd wrote in 1712 that Blackamore
had asked for an usher, but since there were sc few boys the
Board had declded there wers not enough to warrant ona;uB

The school did not flourish under Blackemorefs

adminlistration. Blelr wrote to the Blshop of London that

3%, M. Q., III, 1st ser.(April, 1895), 265.
4Opyra, The secret Diary, p. LS.

MM., pe 98,

u?;g;g,, p. 98,

b31v34., p. 508,
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when Master Blackamore was al the school it declined apace.
County ganﬁleman would not send thelr sons to & school where
the master set such & bad example. Blair sald that, upon
admonition, the master would reform for a month and seem very
penitent, but he would always relapse., He added that the
College had been very patient with him, but that when the
scholars had been reduced to ten, the Board had met and
demanded his dismissaltuu The College did seem very patient,
for at this socond decision of digmissal, Blackamore asked
for six months in which to settle his debts and the Board not
only Eranted this request, but also asked that the debts be
oxamined and that i1f they were not more than twenty pounds,
they be remitted to him. They also agreed to purchase his
books and globes for the College use and "if he behaved hime
gelfl, to pay him twelve pounds for supplying the College with
firewocod, "4S

There is something pathetic about Blackamore. He
had good intentiong and 1ittle will to carry them out. For
six months his reform lasgted and he had decided to apply for
Holy Orders and to agsk the Board for a testimonial for the

Bishop. On the very day his testimonlal was to be signed,

, h@J&mes Blalr, letter to the Blshop of London,
transceript, Fulhem NMSS, Va. Box 1, 119.

2*S's!’:i,‘rg;in:la Megazine of History, IV, 170.
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however, the unfortunate young man was too drunk to attend the
meeting, Some of the Board, not knowing the cauge of his
sbgence, had already signed the paper, but Blair felt that the
Bishop should not attach teoo much importance to it without
'kﬁowing the true situation. Blair wrote that he "could not
send any good testimony of hls sobriety or good bahavi&r‘“hé
That, in apite of his wenkness, Blackamore was something of
a scholar was shown by the fact that hls verses to Spotswood
were copled In Maryland, as well as in Virginia. This Latin
poem, "Ultra Montane Expedition,” was presented to Governor
Spotswood, November, 1716, after his successful crossing of
the Blue Ridge mountainsw&?

Blackemore returned to England much emblitered
against the College. Blalr suggested in a letter concerning
him, written to the Bisghop, that, "If he were put into orders
and sent to gome remote place where there would be less
temptation to dpink, he mlght do well enough as he had many
fitts of serious devotion and I often think he would break
himself of that unfortunate habit if he caulﬁq”ug Whether or
not he followed this hopeful suggestlon 1s a matter of

conjecture.

hﬁmih&m M&S, Vah EOX 1’ 1l9§
mvsa M. Q., III, lst ser. (4pril, 1895), 265,
haFulham M85, Vas. Box 1, 119.
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In 1711, the College took the first step in emerging
from the period in which it was qnly a Grammar School,
Governor Spotswood, anxious for the Cellege to complete her
faculﬁy and become & true college, recommended to the Board
Mr. Tanaqull Lefevrs. Mr. Lefevre was offered a position as
Professor of NMathematies and Hatural Philosophy at a salary
of eighty paunds;ag He was a minister of the Church of
Ingland and was licenged to preach and teach in Virginia in
1709, There was some delay about hig appointment and he did
not enter upon his duties at the College until 1$11ﬁ56
William Byrd relates in his diary for April, 1711, that he
was "wislted by some gents, among them a Mr., Lefevre, a
Frenchman of great learning."gl

Mr. Lefevre became an object of suspicion in Williams«
burg from the very Iirst because of a slxzxteenwyear-old girl
that he had brought with him, Spotswood sald that in England
he had passed her off as his wife and that he had not had

time to investigate the matter.s It was unfortunate that he

did not, because the young lady (never referred to except as

thlaxan&ar Spotswood, The Offlecial Letters of Alexan
der Spotswood, published by the Virginia Histerical Sceciety
TRichmond, 1882), R. A. Brock, Editor, p. 103, Herinafter
clted as Spotswood, Official Letters.

5041111 am Byrd, The Secret Diary, p. 331.
Sl1bid, p. 331
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an idle hussy) had a very bad influence on the professor,
She led him into ways of intempersnce and neglect of duty
80 that the Bosrd was obliged to dismiss him. Spotswood sgaid
that his irregularities were not due to a vicious disposition
and after the lady was deported he had reformed and had taken
e position in & gentleman'sg family;sa He was mentioned in
1724 as having preached st Jamestown. o3

Mr. Lefevre was not officlally a member of the Grammar
School faculty, but since at that period there were so few
older bhoys, his classes must have been partly made up of
scholars. For this reasocn he ié included with the other
Grammar Masters,

Now that both Lefevre and Blackamore had been dlsmliased,
the school wes left without & master. Munge Ingles, whose
wrath hed apparently cooled, was offered the position. He
accepted and once agaln beceme Master of the Grammar School,

An Importent step in achieving college status was in
1717, when the scholarly Hugh Jones was added to the faculty
as Professor of Mathematics., HMrs Jones was & minister of the
Church éf Englend and a graduate of Oxford, where he had
received a Master of Arts Degree in 1716. He was recommended

to the College by the Blshop of London and came over to

Bgﬁpotsweo&, Official Letters p. 159, v

53William Byrd, The Secret Diary, p. 76,




35
America on the King's Bounty, Mr. Jones was a man of many
talents. Not only was he an accomplished mathematician, butb
also the author of several treatises on educstion, among

them an English Gremmar. Iis book, The Present State of

Virginia, published after his return to England 1s valuable
to historians for the graphic plcture 1t presents of the

life of the colony and College. When Mr, Jones was. at
William end Mary, he served also as & "leeturer' at Bruton
Parish and as Chaplain to the House of Burgesses. When Mungo
Ingles died, Hr. Jones wrote the Bishop that he would assist
the usher with the Grammar $¢h001 until a good master could
be sent 0vaﬁ;5& He became, in addition to his other duties,
Haster of the Grammar School in 1719 and remained until
172I,§5 Mr. Jones was not entirely satisfled with the system
of education as it existed at Willlam and Mary and suggested
certain modifications., He proposed that there should be a
ahai§ of history and also that there should be provided train-
ing 1in surveying and in such courses as would prepare young
men to serve the state,®® It is from this period that the

College was recognlzed as something more than a Grammar

5h?&vry,é%%?@ra Relating to the History of the Church
ig Virginia. Pe*™ ¢

55An gnnotated bilography of Hugh Jones will be found
in Appendlx C.

5§Adama, History of the College, p. 21,
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School and efforts were redoubled to complete the orliginal
design.

When Alexander Spotswood, that most energetic of
Governors, had arrived in Willlamsburg in 1710, he was much
concerned about the incomplete condition of the College. He
wrote to the Bishop of London in 1713:

We have in this country a Colledge founded by their
late Majesties King William and Quoen HMery and lately
ralsed from the ashes by the plty of our present
sovereign. This work l1s far from being completed. The
bullding 1s still unfinished and the revenue too small
to support the numbor of masters reguisite for carrying
youth through a course of universal study., I hoped to
get a fund sottled ggﬁ of her Majesty's quiterents to
asslist the College.

Spotswood continued his efforts, but by 1716, writing
to Francls Fontalne, he referred to the College as having
errived at no greater perfection than a Grammar School, He
. repeated the regolve, however, of thosse in charge of it to
progsecute the original design of the foundatimn.58 In 1721,
there was sent to London & very pessimlstie report. In a
memorandum to the Bishop of London, it was reported that the
College was in the ssme condition ss three years before,

The front was finished, but the chapel was unfinished, It
was managed by & Mrs. Stith, who saw to the necessary linens

and victuals, and by one young master, Joshua Fry, who

57Spotswood, Official Letters, p. 63.
581big., p. 166.
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who taught Greek and Latin to sbout twenty~three boys. The
menmorandum ended on this discouraging note:

The'paaple of Virginias are st present in a kind of

lethargy in regard to so noble a buillding as well as

so pious design as no doubt it was originally, and

I know not by what mismanagement of those that have 1t

in thelr hends, they think it elther ag cheap or thelr

children's Education as capable of lmproving elsewhers
ag in the cﬂllgge, which argues no great dependence on
the Presldent,

Spotswood was succeeded in 1722 by Hugh Drysdale, who
showed great concern that the College was no further
advanced, IHe was anxious to obtain enough funds to establish
the full quota of masters provided for in the charter. To
this end he recommended to tne House of Burgesses a special
tax on all imported liquors te aid the College, to which the
Houae of Burgesses agr@adﬁéo

Pregident Blalr went over to England to diascuss this
act and to make a report to the Commissioners of Trade and
Plantations as to the state of the College finances, He saild
that this tax would bring in a revenue of 2200 per year,

which would enable the College to add the additional masters

SQMemarandum for His Excellency, the Bishop of London,
1721, from the papers of The Venerable 3ociety for the
Fropagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, London, Class B,
Vols I {copy in folder 12, library of ths ollege of William
of Williem and Mary).

60Addresa to the Virginla Assembly by Governor
Drysdale, 1726, Journal of the Commission of Trade and
Plantations, 1722*h3, P. R, O., London, ppe 332«353.
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necessary for the transfer, provided in the charter, of the
management of the College from the trustees te the faculty.
He gave at this time the sglarieg of the masters as follows:
Preslident Blair, one hundred {ifty pounds; Grammar Master,
eighty pounds; Usher, fifty pounds; Mathematics Master,
eighty pounds; Fhilosophy Mester, eighty pounds; and Master
of Divinity, one hundred fifty pounds., This showed that the
faculty was mlmost complet&¢61

HMeanwhile In Wiliiamsburg there was a debate In the
Assembly as to whether, if the tax act were passed, 1t should
be for the finishing of the building as originally planned or
for the employing of the extra mastaragée Governor Hicholson,
now Governor of South Carolinea and a member of the Board of
Visitors, came up to lead thoe opposition to the use of the
money for salaries, The Burgesses, howover, agreed to cone
firm the act and to let the money go for "the better support
of the college” and completion of the faculty»és ¥r. Blair,
having the negessary funds, completed his faculty and in
1729, the trustees transferred the College funds and endow-

ments to the President and Masters, who then constituted the

618ﬂpart made by Mr., Blaelr and Mr. Leheup, agent, to
the Commigsion ol Trade and Plantatlions, Journal of the
gommission, 1722-28, P. R. 0., London, pp. 302-303,
621p14,, p. 302,

©31b1d., pp. 32U-25.
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corporation of the College. The faculty at this time con-
sisted of President Blair; Prancis Fontaine, Profesgsor -of
Oriental Languages; Bartholemew Yateg, Professor of
Divinity; Alexander Irwin and Wllliam Dawson in the School
of Philosophy; and Joshua Fry, a "young gentleman of
Williumgburg® who was made Grammar Maaﬁergéh Thus the
College, at last, came into its own and the period in whieh
the Grammar School was virtually the College was ended. The
Grammar School then became (as was always intended) one of

the several deparitments of the College.

6lhigne Faculty of Instruction, Adams, History of the
College, ps 19, ' '



CHAPTER III
THE NEXT FIFTY YEARS

Joshug Fry, the first Grammar Master after the transfep
of the mansggement of the (College to the faculty, was a native
of Somerset, England., Although called a jaung gentleman of
Williansburg, he had not come to Virginia untll 1720, after
graduating from OfoQd, He had been associated with the
Grammer School for some time and, though very young, had been
in eharge of the scheool after Hugh Jones's return to England,
In & report made to the Bishop, he was referred to as "a good
gcholar, "t Fry remained Grammar Master until 1731, when he
was appointed Professor of Mathematics. He held that post until
174kh. He later was prominent as a burgess,Aa surveyor, and a
map-maker, Fry was also s soldier. He lost his 1life in
17ﬂ§zlwhila serving his country as a Colonsl in the Virginiae
Militiae in the French and Indian War;a 25 ’Ge&ﬂff&%ﬂhif
Pry was replaced as Grammar Master by Williasm Stith,
8tith had the distinction of being the first and only native
Virginian to become Mapter of the Grammar School until after

the Revolutlion, He was born in Charles City County in 1707.

1Mem¢ranéum for His Excellency, 1721, Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel. '

25 blography of Joshua Fry will be found in Appendix B.
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He attended the Grammar School in 1720 and, in 1724, he
entered Oxford University, He received there his B, A, in
1728 and his M. A. in 1730.7 Returning to America, he was
" appointed Master of the Grammar School, and Blair commended
him for the thriving condition of the school while under
his care. In 1736, he "wearied of the School® and took &
church in Henrico Parish,h He remained at thls same church
untll 1751, and while there, worked on his History of
Virpginie., This history, based on the records of the London
Company, covered the earliest period'in Virginia history.
The Privy Couneil had ordered these records destroysd when
the company was dissolved, but Nicholas Ferrer had had them
copled and gave them to the Earl of Southhampton. These
records, invaluable to historians, came into the hands of
#William Byrd end from the Byrd library Into the possession
of 8tith. Stith's history was never completed., The volume,
published in Williamsburg in 17L7, was to be the first of
several volumes, Fiske calls it "one of the most admirable
of America's historical works" and said that the style is

scholarly and the narrative, dignified and graphic.g

BThe Reverend Edward L. Goodwin, The Colonial Church
in Virginia (Milwaukee, 1927), p. 309. ~—

by, w, Q., I, 1st ser. (July, 1893, 135.
Sjohn Fiske, 0ld Virginia, I, 220-21.
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fne paragraph from this history seems worth quoting,
as it not only illustrates Stith's style, but also gives his
point of view on education, B8peaking of James I, he paid
that his tutor, Buchanan, "hag given him Greek and Latin in
great waste and b?ofuﬂimn, but 1t was not in his power to
give him good sense, That is the gift of God and Nature
alone and isg not to be taught; and Oreek and Latin without it
only cumber and overlcocad a weak head and often render the
fool more abundantly foolish, "6
In 1752, on the death of President William Dawson,
gtith was suggested ss President of the College. The friends
of Thomas Dawson, brother of the late Preaident, were strongly
in favor of his candldacy and opposed Stith, During the
campalgn Stith's enemies brought out agalnst him his liberal
religious ideas. Stith, in defending his views, showed hime
selfl something of & casulst. He wrote to the Bishop:
I have been represented as being Anti-Trinltarian,
Qlarkist and the Ld. knows what else; » ¢ « « but
always accounted 1t the safest and most prudent way,
to &cquiesﬁe}in the Church's Definitions without 7
enquiring too nicely and critically into the matter,
In spite of the efforits made sgeinst him, Stith was made
President of the College and remalned in that pesition until

his death in 1755,

S1bid., II, 256,
TFulhem MSS, Va. Box 1, 180.
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When Stith resigned as Master of the Grammar School,
Elai§ wrote to the Blshop for advice in appointing a new
master. He also recommended to him William Barrett, an
usher ol the Grammar School, who had been so diligent that
ne had been appointed to head Mr. Boyle's foundation, the
gchool for Indians, and was on his way to Inglend to qualify
for Holy ﬁrderﬂgs With the exception of Joshua Fry, all the
Hagters of the College were ministers of the Church of
England, Most of the support of the College, as has been
noted, came from public and private subscription rather than
from the Church {as was the ﬁage with Ymission schools! get
up by the Soelety for the Propagation of the Cospel), but the
bond was strong and it was to the Blshop of London, Chane
cellor of the College, that Blair and the masters went for
help and advice., This Influence of the Church on education
was further noticed when Blair wrote to the Blshop 1n search
of an usher for the Grammer School. He wrote that he needed
an usher, "such as may sucesed to Master in easé of a
vacancy « » » we desire him to be at least a deacon, "

The College ncw entered a more prosperous perlod.

There wers sizty boys in attendance, the largesti number so

SLatnar from Jomes Blair to the Bishop of London,
W, M. Q., XX, 2nd ser. (January, 1940), 129.

91bld., 132,
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far recorded., This fligure was mentioned in the Virginias
Gazette 1n 1736, while describing a "deliverance of Verses."
The condition upon which the Pamunkey lands were given to

the College was that the faculty should present annually to
the Governor two copies of Latlin verses. This interesting
custom continued until the time of the Hevolution. Accor-
ding to the Gazette, the President, masters, and the sixty
scholars went to the Governor's Palace to present the verses
in obedience to the charter. The Presldent delivered the

vergses and two of the young gentlemen recilted tham.lg

In 1737, Edward Ford was appointed Grammar Masﬁercll
He was born in Bristol, England, and studied Divinity at
Oxford. He recelved his M., A. degree in 1737 and was made
a deacon of the Church of England., He remained at William
and Mary for two years and then decided to apply for a
fellowshlip at Oxford to become a priest. Both Blair and
Governor Gooch wrote letters recommending him, and it is
from these letters that we get a glimpse of his character as
there is little information about him, Blair said that he
was, "a very hopeful and deserving Gentleman," and that he

was an excellent Latine and Greek scholar,":@

lorhs Virginla Cazette, edited by Purdie and Dixon,
November 5, 1736, o )

11

12; ctter to the Bishop of London, Fulham MSS, Va,
Box XI, 530

Goodwin, The Colonial Church in Virginia, p. 270.
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Gooch wrote that he was of unblameable life, sober,
moéaat’an& virtuous, a good scholar and a c¢redit to the
College. He also commended him for his excellent handling
"of the only nursery for learning in thls sﬁuntry¢“$3 This
was a sweoping statement and cannot be taken literally, but
must reflect the scarcity of achools of higher learning at
this period.

In 1742, Thomas Robinson was chosen to replace Ford,
Robinson was born in Lancashirs, Ingland, and received a B, A«
from éxford in 1742, He came over to Virginia that same year
and soon after married Bdith Tyler. This marriage, being
against College policy, caused his dismissal from the school.
Robingon was never a man to submit tamely to the Board;

30 he took his case to the Privy Council., The Council
ordered his reinstatement and he returned to the Callege;lh
From then on, Robinson wag never in favor with the Board,
They complained of hils intemperance and of the confusion and
disturbance caused by the presence of hls wlife and children
in the College building, 1In 1757, the Board met and decided
that "becsuse of his bodily infirmities™ Mr. Robinson was

incapable of discharging the duties of his office and was to

. o Y LI
W 13William Gooch to the Bishop of London, May 31, 17&8,
Wa Mﬂ ij XX; 2nd ser., (A?Pil; 19“-&0 2 gl?t

Uy, u, Q., VIII, 1st ser. (April, 1900), 252.
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be dismlissed, He was to be allowed to stay on for six months
and was to be glven a year's salary, The Roblmson affair
cguged the Board to break a precedent of long standing and
request the Bishop to send a layman for the Grammar School,
The letter states:

The Visitors have observed that appointing a clergy-
man to be Master of the Grammar School has proved a
means of the schoolls belng neglected in regard to the
frequont avocatlons of a minister. Hls Lordship will
gﬁggag ziﬁiggggg*fglayman 1f such cen be procured, if
s b
Robingon wrote to the Bishop, stating his case and
asking his intercession., He sald that he had been Naster
for [ifteen years and during that tlme had no parochial
duties. He added that tho reason the Board wanted a layman
was that he would be more under thelr thumbs as the Board
wanted men “supple ag ﬁlavea.“lé
The Bishop failed to intercede for Mr. Robinson and
the decreec of the Board was carried out, Robinson was
ordered to glve up hils gpartment and turn over his keys.
S£311 fighting for his rights, he refused to hand them over,
saylng that no one had a betfor right to them than he. The
President of the (ollege then had his apartment padlocked.

Robinson admitted defeat and finally moved out¢17

1iPulham MSS, Va. Box 2, 38.

16 . ,
Ibidy, 37.
17w, W, Q., I, 2nd ser. (January, 1921), 26.
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In 1743, President Blair died; leaving his books and
£300 to the College. He had been President for half a
century, never losing a battle when he was fighting in the
interegts of the College. He was succeeded by Thomas
Dawson, & former professor of Phileosophy.

When the Board finally disposed of Robinson, they made
a temporary appointment until & proper master should be
found. The Reverend Willlasm Davls, an Oxford graduate and
minister in Hanover Parish, became Grammar Master and
remalned until the arrival of Goronwy Owen, the new
apyaintﬁeala

The Reverend Mr., Owen was one of the most interesting
characters to be assoclated with the Grammar School. He was
born in Wales in 1722 and, in 1741, he entered Oxford. Aflter
graduating from Oxford he was ordained a deacon, but did not
take a churchs He served as schoolmaster in several Huglish
schools and exercised his literary talents., In 1757, the
Bishop of London offered him a poglition at Willlam and Mery
at a salary of two hundred youﬁds. He came over wlth his wife
and children and took office in 1758, Owen was & man of great
scholastic ability. Blshop Porteus called him "the most
finished writer of Latin and ér@ek since the days of the

Roman Empire." Lewis Morris, writing of Welsh peetry, said

1aﬁoodwin,.Tha Colonial Church in Virginia, p. 263.
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he was the "greatest genius of this sge that ever appeared in
this country." Owen, like many of the parsons of that day,
was quite addicted to drink. One night, with the asgistance
of William Rowe, professor of Moral Philosophy, he led the
students in an affray against the townspeople. The result of
this escapade was that Rowe was swmmarily dismissed and Owen,
possibly to forestall similar action, resligned,

After his departure from the College, he took a ehurch
in Brungwiclk County and there he continued his merry ways to
such an extent that he was twlice hailed into court. In spite
of his fallings, his parighlioners loved him and came to hig
defense when an effort was made to jail him, He remalned in
Brunswick until his death 1in 1770,%°

Owen's place at the Grammar School was talkken by the

0

Reverend William Webb§2 Webb was an Oxford graduate and had

had s church in Hansemond County, He remained gt the Crammar
School for twe years and then returned to the miniatrngl
Woe find a plcture of the school of this periocd, seen

through the eyes of a visitor, in which the youth of the group

lgxyenga¢ Tyler, "Gorony Owen," W, M. Q., IX, lst ser.
{July, 1900), 153.
20 5 . , ,
Journal of ths leetings of the President and Masters
of the chZ§§§§§g William and Mary, 1/e9=170L, February 15,
1758+ Hereinafter cited as Journal of the Faculty.

glﬁaodwin, The Colonial Church in Virginla, p. 315











































































































































































































































































































































