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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION:

GENERAL sTATUS OF THE COLONIAL CLERGY

Lveryone familiar with Virginia history knows zbout
the reports widely circulated concerning the qu=zlity and qua-
lifications of the clergy in its Colonial Church, Their cha-
racter has been presented as questionable; their background,
dubious; their standing, low. They are asserted to have
spent most of their time dicing, drinking, riding to hounds,
or employed in other diversions which were no part of their
sacerdotal or ministerial office. 1 By inference, too, they
were but mediocre scholars at best; their talents lay in a
different field. This to the present day is the popular imp-
ression of the Colonial clergy of Virginia, the fox-hunting
parsons' of story-book fame.

Those who are familiar with the publications of

2 3

Philip Alexander Bruce® or of Edward L. Goodwin?, to

l ' Williamm Meade, Old Churches and Families of
\Virg inia, 2 vols., Philadelphias, 1872, I, 162-164,
I, 351-.352.

Z Philip Alexander Bruce, Institutional History of
Virgini: in the Seventeenth Century, New York -nd
L.ondon, 191i0.

3 Edward L. Goodwin, Colonial Church in Virginie,
Milw.aukee, 1927.




name only two, know that this picture is, to say the least,
exaggerated, if not entirely false, LEven Robert B. Semple,
an outspoken enemy of the old Church, says, " Most of the
ministers of the Establishment were men of classical and
scientific education, patronized by men in power connected
with great families, supported by competent salaries, and
put into office by the strong ari of the civil power.”4
This educated body of clergy he means to compare unfavor-
ably with the early Baptist preachers, one of whom at the
time of his ordination was actually illiterate. 5 It is Semple,
along with other denominational historians of the nineteenth
century such as Howell® and Bennett’, who is responsible
for the sullied reputation of the Established clergy. He
writes:

“"Some of the cardinal precepts of morality were
disregarded, and actions plainly forbidden by the

4 Robert B. Semple, 2 History oi the Rise und
Progress of the Buptists in Virﬂ&im.a, Richmond, 1894, p. 44.

5 Ibid., p. 17.

% Robert Boyle C. Howell, The ELarly Buptists of
Virginia, Philadelphia, n.d., pp. 73-75.

7 William W. Bennett, Memorizls of Methodism in
_Virg'mm, Richmond, 1871, Chapter I, En_m.ssim.




New Testament were often proclaimed by the clergy
w8 narmless and innocent, or at worst, foibles of
but little account, Having no discipline, every man
followed the bent of his own inclination. It was not
uncommon for the rectors of parighes to be men of
the loosest rorals, ' ®

He states no authority for this remark. Careful investigation
by Dr. Goodwin of the entire number of Colonial Anglican
clergy reveals that out of six hundred forty~-five of whem
there is any record, "only thirty-five present any record of
miscondnct in the whole périod froom 167 tc 1785, 9 Thus,
only about 5.4% of the whole number are reported to have
been in any trouble whatsae\ver, and this in spite of the_fact
that throughout the Colonial period in Virginia an Episcopal

Churca functioned without a resident ‘bish&;& and witk no effec-

¥
Tt
Ay

tive ecclesiastical authority., The Bishop o% ibadon and his
Commissary never effected any real organization of the
Colonial Church, though from Blair's time attempts were made

to do so0. 16

T Robert B. bemple, & History of the Rise and Progress
of the Buptists in Virginiz, Richmond, 18%4, p. 43.

9 Ops ¢it., p. xviil. Dr. Goodwin wus a priest of the
Lpiscopal Church ond Historiographer of the Diocese of
Virginia, 1535-1%24,

10 The office of Commissary was established (with
James Blair as first incumbent) in an effort to provide some
authority on this side of the Atlantic and some cohesion.
Pecause, however, only the Bishop of London could remove an

inducted minister, the Commissary's power was not effective.



The impresgsion that these same men were ignorant
or uninterested in intellectual matters is proved equally
baseless by inventories of their libraries at their deaths,
by the letters they wrote, by the books they published, and
in less direct ways, such as by legacies of books bequeathed
to them, 11 Indeed, the records which remain show that the
parson with little education was definitely an exception. As
early as 1620 the Virginia Company did "ordaine and re=-
quire, that in every Burrough there be provided and placed

w12 and the Counpany's

at least one godly and learned Minister,
continuing concern for a lsarned ministry runs through the

records almost like a refrain. In 1621, when a gift of money
had been made to the Company, the Reverend Patrick Copland
(who was nominated rector of the proposed College, but never

came to Virginia} was consulted whether to employ the money

for a church or a school--and it was decided to turn it to the

t1E.g., Dr. John Holloway's bequest of a Greek
Testament to the Rev. John Roszier of Northumpton County.
Ci. Jennings C. Wise, Ye Kingdome of Sccawmacke,
Richmond, 1311, p. 259,

12 Records of the Virginia Company, edited by
Susan M, Kingsbury, Washington, 1906, four vols, III, 277,




erection of a free school, 13

Frowm its first meeting in July, 1619, the General
Assembly was the lawmaking body for Virginia's Church, 14
Conformity was enforced--though seldom stringently--as
it was in England, but there is little evidence that the bur-
den of the Establishment rested heavily on any shoulders,
save those of the more "enthusiastical” groups. It is sige
nificant that when preachers of these dissenting sects were
arrested, their release was often conditioned upon a peace
bond--an index of the sort of preaching they did. 15

Throughout Colonial records there are few accounts
of troubles with Dissenters. Most Virginians accepted the
Established Church, and the efforts of the General Assembly
were bent to affairs within the Church much more often than
to the regulation of noneconforming groups. Turning early

to the problem of an educated clergy, this body enacted in

163172 that,

*3 Records of the Virginia Company, edited by
Susan M, Kingsbury, Washington, 1906, four vels., I, 538,

14 George McLsaren Brydon, Virglnia’e Mother Church,

two vols. Vol. I, Richmond,1347, Vol. II, Philadelphia, 1952.
I, e7.

15 Semple, op., cit., passim.
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"Mynisters shall not give themselves to excesse in
drinking, or ryott, spending theire Tyme idelie by
day or by night playing at dice, cards, or any other
unlawful game, but at all Tymes convenient they
shall heare or reade somewhat of the holy scrip-
tures, or shall occupie themselves with some other
honest studies, or exercise, alwayes doinge the
things which shall apperteyne to honestie and en~
deavour to profitt the church of God... ol
In 1631/2, the General Assembly ratified all the enactments
of earlier sessions, and this was one of eighteen laws {of a
total of sixty-one) dealing with the Church!?., The reason
for the specific prohibition against '"spending theire Tyme
idelie' is not apparent, inasmuch as no record of miscon-
duct of any clergyman in Virginia survives from this early
18
period. Furthermore, the unsuccessful attempt in
1660/1 to found a college was made partly in order to pro-

vide an indigenous ministry. 19 At the convention of clergy

at Jamestown, July 23, 1690, which was the first such held

10 Brydon, op. cit., !, 430.
37 1hid., 1, 426.

18 cee Bruce, op. cit., I, 208-214, [or accounts of
individual oifenders amonyg the clergy.

19 Hening, Stututes ot Virginia, I, 56, quoted by
Brydon, op. cit., I, 468.




in Virginia, it was resolved to appeal for help in establishe-
ing a college. 20 One sees here the hand of Dy, Blair, whose

efforts succeeded some three years later in the founding of

The College of William and Mary,
Bruce, speaking of the seventeenth century parsons,

remarks,

"From the middle of the century to the end, as from
the beginning to the middle, a large proportion of
the clergymen were not only graduates of English
universities, but also men of more or leas distine-
guished social connections in England. Morgan
Godwyn. ... was the great-grandson of a chaplain

of Queen Elizabeth, afterwards promoted to the
bishopric of Bath and Wells. His grandfather had
filled the see of Hereford, whilst his father had
died an archdeacon. Rev, Philip ddallory....was
both the son and the brother of a dean of Chester....
Rev., John Cla?mon. ... was a member of the Royal
Societye... né

He also notes that not one of the clergymen of the seventeenth
century was a native of Virginia, so far as is known., A few
were Scots, bul most of them were Engiish.zz The propor-

tion of men from England probably did not change much until

4V Hening, Statutes of Virginia, II, 56, guoted by
Brydon, op. cit, I, 280

21 Op. cit., I, 200-201

22 Ibid., I, il6.



almost 1750, when William and Mary began to provide a
fairly regular supply of native-born clergy, Regarding
their preparation, Bruce states:

"All the clergymen, as one of the requisites of

their calling, bhad been carefully ¢cducated, and

were familiar with books; when they came over

to Virgioia, they brought with thear at least the

different works in which they had been grounded

while pursuing a course in theclogy before be-

coming candidates for holy orders.”

The Reverend Dr. Thomas Bray in 1701 founded
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts (known as the SPQG} in order to evangelize the
American colonies. Virginia and Maryland were excluded
from his scheme because in these colonies the Church was
securely established and functioning well, but both colonies
benefitted indirectly, through the strengthening of the Church
to the northward and southward, and through the coming of a
namber of men after services elsewhere as SPG missiona«
24

ries,

The Reverend Hugh Jones, in The Present State of

Virginia, reported that clergymen in Virginia

€3 Op. cit., I, 172.

2% Hening, Statues of Virginia, II, 56, quoted by
Brydon, op. cit,, I, 219.




“"ghould be Persons that have read and seen some-
thing more of the world, than what is requisite for
an English Parish; they must be such as can con-
verse and know more than bare Philosophy and spe-
culative Ethicks, and have studied Men and Businessa
in some Measure as well as Books; they may act
like Gentiemen, and be facetious and good-humoured,
withoul becoming Cynicks, as they may be good
Christians without appearing Stoicks.... There are
many such worthy, prudent, and pious Clergymen
ag these in Virginia, who meet with the Love,
Reputation, Respect, and Encouragement that such
good men tmay deserve and expect.”zs

Adversely, however, Jones goes on to say that the ' Learning,
Actions, and Manners {of sorme) have not been so good as
might be wished. 20

It would be interesting to know just which men Jones
referred to in this sentence. For the conditions of the
Colony were not conducive to either scholarship or spiri-
tual leadership on the part of the clergy. The parishes were
widely scattered and largely isolated from one another;

books were expensive and hard to obtain; salaries of parish

43 Huagh Jones, The Present State of Virginia,
Chapel Hill, 1956, p. 118.

26 Ibid,
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mintisters were barely'adequat927, in many instances, to
support a man and his family. Further, as has been noted,
there was no ecclesiastical administration, for the Bisheop
of London, whose responsibility it was to care for the pari=-
shes in Virginia, was three thousand miles away, and could
exercise only the most limited oversight. True, from the
time of James Blair, the Bisho» had a Commissary in Virginia,
but this officialt's authority was severely limited.
The great limitation of the Commissaryl's authority

s that neither he nor the Governor, nor anyone else in

Virginia, had the power to remove a minister whe had been

inducted into a parish, and who thereby attained a life-right

27T Cf. H. R. McIlwaine, Journals of the House of
Burgesses of “Virginia, 1695-1702, pp. 98-99. A& group of
the clergy had protested that their salaries were inade-
quate, Cf. also William Stevens Perry, Historical Collections
Relating to the American Colonial Church, Virginia volume,
hart?o§§ 1670, pp. 307=8. in reply Lo the Bishop of London's
Questionaires of 1724, John Cargill of Southworth parish re-
ported that there was no parcchial library, and, "what few
Books I have are my own purchase. Your Lordships will be very
naturally led to believe that I must labor under difficuliiies
for want of Books when you observe that my salary is such a
poor allowance for the maintenance of my family."
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unless removed for good cause by the Bishop. While the
Governor had been given authority to induct, only the Bishop
could remove, and the difficulties of doing so will readily be
seen by anyone who reflects upon the status of trans-Atlantic
communications in that day. The vestries of the colony were
loath to be burdened, perhaps for years, by wen whao, in the
absence of ecclesiastical authority, might feel no constraing,
and from whom there would be no relief, short of death. The
vestries' solution of this very serious problem provoked con-
troversy throughout the Colonial era. They simply refused
to present their ministers to the Governor for induction, and
rather made annual contracts with them at so many pounds of
tobacco in return for their services. Only when a minister
had served well and faithfully did the vestry--sometimes--
present him for induction, a signal honor attesting that he was
universally beloved and implicitly trusted. The clergy felt
that this practice exposed thew: to the whims of powerful men
on the vestries; that if they preached against someone's favo-
rite vice, they might not be asked to return the following year.
The adamant refusal of vestries to present ministers

for induction, in spite of directives from governors and pleas
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from commissaries, was widely thougit to have deterred
wiany able and deuicated wen frow coming to Virginis,
and to have aifected auversely the quality of hier clergy.
Reporis circulating in England to the effect that a parson
might suddenly be turned out of his parish, three thousand
mwiiles from home, with nowhere to go, naturally served to
discourage thoughts of emigrating to Virginia., It is doubt-
less true that, had induction been the rule, more men of
the abler sort would have filled the parishes of Virginia;
but it is also true that, unsatisfactory as was the resulting
situation, the vestries had adopted the only method by which
they could protect the parishes against those unworthy and
incompetent niinisters who did come over. 28
Once a minister came and was established in a parish,
he was assured, if he boasted cultural attainments, of inter-

course with others whose interests were as broad as his own,

Colonial records are full of references £0 hooks, music, edu-

<9 For « {uller discussion o! the induction question,
see Brydon, op. cit., I, 98-182, 321-32Z5, 344-353.
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cation, and the other refinements which raise people above
the level of barbariswm, 29 William Byrd had the largest li-
brary in Colonial Virginia, containing over three thousand
volames, 30 it must have been available for the use of the
Reverend Charles Anderson, mwinister of Westover Parish,
whom Byrd mentions again and again, 31 and whose company
he evidently enjoyed., Again, on a trip to visit the Custises
of Arlington on the Eastern Shore, Byrd found Parson Dunn
and his wife at his host's, However, he had but a low opinion
of the minister., "Parson Dunn....'' he writes, "is a man of
no polite conversation, notwithstanding he be a good Latin
sc:holar.”32 The following day he and the parson, returning
from an excursion, “"found some of the women sick and some
out of humor and particularly my wife quarrelled with Mr, Dunn

and me for talking Latin and called it bad manners," 3>

<7 Cf. Bruce, op. cit., pp. 402-450; Mary Newton
Stenard, Colonizl Virginia, its People und Customs, Phila-
delphia, 1917, pp. 229-252, 262-320.

3C Louis B. Wright, The I'irst Gentlemen of Virginia, p. 333.

31 The secret Diary of Williaro Byrd, Richmond, 1941,

EZJSBim-
32 1bid., Nov. 10, 1709, p. 105,

33 Ibid., Nov. i1, 1709, p. 105.
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In every parish, though usually on a less preten-
tious scale than Byrd's, there were estates of men who had
excellent libraries, who were themselves college~educated,
and in whom the well-trained clergyman might find kindred
spirity and even sometimes his equal in theology; for colonial
libraries were usually well stocked with religious works, 34
There was no question of the Anglican clergyman's inclusion
in any level of society with which he chose to affiliate himself,
for "ordination conferred upon a man the status of a gentleman
-«in accord with practice in England.“35 Many surviving
records bear testimony that the clergy, provided they were
worthy, were highly esteemed and everywhere accepted. Mary
Newton Stanard has written that at least forty prominent fami-
lies of Virginia are descended from colonial Anglican clergymen,

some of whom were of gentle blood, many of whom possessed

good libraries, and most of whom were apparently college-

34 Cf. Wright, op. cit., Chupter V, pp. 1i7-154.

35 Brydon, op. cit., II, 58.
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educated, The Maury and Monroe families, to name only
two, are among the best known of those alluded to by Mrs.
Stanard. It would be safe to hazard a guess that in the pedi-
gree of almost any seventh or eighth generation Virginian,

at least one Colonial clergyman will be found.



CHAPTER TII
EDUCATION OF THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA CLERGY

In trying to reach any general conclusion about the
Colonial clergy of Virginia, it should be remembered that re-
cords are extremely sketchy in many instances, and that even
the nanmes of many who served faithfully and well have doubtless

been lost. Goodwin's List of the Colonial Clergy of Virginia

from 1607 to 1785, compiled from various sources,t totals six

hundred forty~five names. Where such information was availe
able, he noted their college training, the parishes they held,
and records of any unusual distinction or of any trouble in
court. But many of these men are simply names, some of them
lacking even a surviving Christian name.2 Something is known
about five hundred fourteen of them beycnd the fact that they

were granted the King's Bounty3 to come to Virginia, or simply were

l %o Cit., pp. 2}41"3}.9.
2 E. g., Parson Dunn, supra.

3 The King's Bounty was a grant of & 20 to a clergy-
man tc uelp defray his expenses in going to one of the Colonies.
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in Virginia, The uncertainty of the figures is increased by
the inexactitude of Celonial orthographers, with the result
that it is sometimes uncertain whether we are dealing with
one man or two. Dr., Goodwin's research revealed that at
least seventy-five, or about 14, 6% of the five hundred fourteen
mentioned above®, had attended one of the colleges of Oxford
Universitys. They held a total of seventy=-two degrees, in-
cluding forty-four Bachelor of Arts, twenty-two Master of
Arts, three Bachelor of Divinity, one Bachelor of Canon Law,
and two or three Doctor of Divinity, One of theny held four
Oxford degrees; two had three each; twelve were granted two
each; thirty-eight held one degree each; and twenty-two left
without a degree,

The number of those who are known to have attended

Cambridge University is smaller, Forty-nine, or about 9,5%

% The careful reader will have noted that the per-
centage of persons who were in trouble is based on the six
hundred forty-five, while figures concerning education are
based on the smaller number. This is deliberate, on the
assumption that an evil reputation is likely to cling to some-
one's name while all else way be forgotten.

5See Appendix &,
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were in one or another of the colleges. These held a total
of forty-eight degrees, including the following: Bachelor of
Arts, twenty-seven; aster of Arts, sixteen; Doctor oif
Divinity, two; Bachelor of Divinity, one; Bachelor of
Medicine, one; Bachelor of Letters, one, Again, one man
held four Cam bridge degrees, while fourteen had two each,
sixteen were granted one each, and eighteen held none, so
far as is known.

If one wishes to include those colonial parsons who
possibly attended Oxford or Cambridge, Goodwin's List
yields the names of an additional sixty-five; one or two of
them doubtful, the others ranging from open possibility to
strong probability, depending upon the incidence of the name.
Assuming that only half of these are to be identified with
those of the same name who are known to have attended Oxford
or Cambridge, a total enrollment of one hundred fifty-seven,
or about 30. 6% of the five hundred fourteen, is arrived at.
Thus, it is safe to assume that almost a third of Virginia's
Colonial clergy-~and probably more-<had at least attended
one of the two famous English universities, and that most of

these held degrees.



i9

The influence of William and Mary, the next largest
single source of clergy, did not begin to make itself felt to
any great degree until after 1750. Goodwin's List contains
the names of thirty (or about 5.8% of the five hundred fourteen)
who studied at the college which was founded to train clergy-
menast Only five of these, in all probability, were at the College
before 1750, and twenty-five, in as many years following that
date., Goodwin does not record degrees for any of them, save
a Doctorate of Divinity for John Cameron, who was a product
of King's College, Aberdeen.

Still other clergy came to Virginia after study at
Scottish or Irish universities. Goodwin names four who had
studied at Edinburgh, two at Aberdeen, two at Glasgow, and
two at Dublin, Finally, one (Nathaniel Eaton) was made both
Doctor of Medicine and Doctor of Philosophy at the University
of Padua after he had left Virginia; while one was a graduate
of the College of Philadelphia, and another a graduate of the
College of New Jersey.

The names of eight of these clergy are recorded with

degrees, but without any indication of college. It must be

#, .. that the Church of Virginia may be furnished with
a seminary of ministers of the gospel,..." Bulletin of the Colliege
of William and Hary, Vol. VI, No. 3, p. 1 (The Charter).
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remernbered, too, that the records, if complete, would
doubtless prove that many more of the Colonial clergy of
Virginia had attended colleges., The List given by Dr, Goodwin,
from which the above figures have been taken, was based on
extant Colonial records, and on the publications Alumni

Oxonienses and Alurnni Cantabrigienses, the latter of which

was not available after the year 1751 or beyond the letter _13.6
The alumni lists of the Scottish and Irish universities were not
available, nor were those of the French universities, where
almost certainly some of the Huguenot ministers’ had studied.
By addition of the figures abowve a total is arrived at of
two hundred seven men who definitely had some college train-
ing, 8 This number is approximately 40. 3% of the five hundred
fourteen or so of whom anything more than their names is known,
In all probability the actual number of those who were college-

educated exceeded half the total by a comfortable margin.

6 Goodwin, op. cit., p. 243.

7 5 nember of Huguenots cume to Virginia and settled
in Powhatan County about 1700, Their early ministers, and
one or two others elsewhere, were French,

8 This does not allow for duplications, (about six),
but the estimate is still conservative,
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What classical authors would a student at a seven-
teenth or eighteenth century college have been likely to study?
While records are not available to show what werks were read
at William and Mary, the following quotation from its Statutes
shows the general status of Greek and Latin study in the cur-
riculum of the College.

‘"In this Grammar School, let the Latin and Greek

Tongues be well taught. We assign Four Years to

the Latin, and Two to the Greek. As for Rudimenta

and Grammars, and Classick Authors of each Tongue,

let them teach the same Books, which by Law or

Custom are used in the Schools of England.'?
The Statutes of the College thus state nothing about which spe-
cific L.atin and Greek authors were to be read, save that the
Colloquies of Erasmus were to be used in order to teach the boys
a good conversational Latin style, and that nothing was to be read
in any author, however approved for other reasons, which tended
to corrupt morals or lessen respect for religion. Beyond these

limitations the Master of the Grammar School was at liberty to

choose any classical authors whom he might wish.

7 Williarn and Mary Quarterly, Series I, Vol. 22
(1914), "The Statutes of the College of William and Maxy",
p. 286, Cf, also Lyon G. Tyler, Early Courses and
Prcfesso}_ggt William zir__x_r’i Mary, n. p., n. d., p. 2.
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In the William and llar: Library at present there are
a nwiber of books which belonged to students in the Colonial
reriocd, and a few owned by the faculty. One of the former be-
longed suecessively to three students, Rice licoe, Thomas Frice,
and William Stith (nons of them a clergyman). Published at
flasgow ir 1732, it contains Cicero's De Officiis, De Senectute,

De Amicitia, Paradoxa, and the Somnium Scipionis, "In Usum
10

Juventutis Academicae.® It iz safe Lo assume that those works,
or sars of them, were studied by almost every Loy who aticnded
cellese until well after the nineteenth ecentury began,

William and Mary's library was small until Alexander
Snotpwood (Governcr, 1710-1722) at his death in 1740 begueathed
"all his books, maps and mathematical instruments"il to the
Collese. From this time the situdent whe employed his leisure
in reading had presumably a fairly wide choice of books; though
w2 &0 not knew how larye Col. Snotswood's library was. Later
Sovernors "roch, Fauguier, Dinwiddie, and Dummore also made gifts
of boeks, and in 178L King Louls XVI of France donated sone two

hundred books to the 0011636.12 Just prior to this, the size of

iU Cf, william and .ary wuarbterly, Series I, Vcl. 22,
£3101)) op. 217-218, "Historical and Geneological Notes."

1 Ibid., Vol. 19, . hzq Cf. the entire article (ppe.
48-513 "Librarv of the Collasc of William and dary."

12 These men set themselves in a long and honorable tra-
ditien, for as early as 1439, nga/hrey, Duke of Gloucestor, made
& bequost to Oxford University of one hundred twenty-nine wnoks,
ineluding works of Plato, Aristotle, Cicerc, Semeca, Galen, “liny
the IHlder, Hacrobius, Aulus Gellius, many editions of the athers,
and Averroes. Cf. Henry Anstcy, Hunimenta Academica, 2 vols.,
Tondon, 1868, I, 758=772.
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the collectlon bhad been estimated at three thousand books.

Though we have little information about courses and
texte at William and Mary, it is easy wo ascertain what was
read in other schools where Virginials clergy were educated,
and in cowpparable schools., At Cambridge there is extant an
sarly geventeenth-century program, drawn up by fickard Holdsworth,
who s a Fellow of St. John's, 1613-1637, and aster of dmmanuel,
163?~16&3.13 In additien to ouilining a program of studics,
iioldsworth held out good advice aboubt studyiag.

"The student must take classified rotes of everythiug
he reads and of all lectures that he attends; and he
sheuld copy into notebocks any Latin and Grecic Ldioms,
epigrams, and turns of ohrase which might be useful in
themes and disputations. The Latin classics he should
tpet without book,! that is without lexicon, reading
them over several times in order to grasp the meaning
and acquire the habit of thinking Lating but he is not
expected to read Greek thus. Almost all the Gresk books
used at Cambridge in his time were printed with a Latin
tranglation facing every page of text.

In his curriculum, Holdsworth compromises bebween
the old learning and the new by devoting his pupilst
mornings to logic and the threelﬁhilosowhies, afternoons
o humane letters and history.”

What, then, was this curriculum which Holdsworih proposed
ezch of his pupils should follow? (he classical authors are ex-

inmly well represented in thig foure-year course, The firsteyear

man resd Gicero's Lethers, Lrasmis' Colloguies (to polish his Latin

conversatioral style, nc doubt), and Terence's Comedies. Latin

I37CT. Samuel Fliot Morison, The Founding of parvard
Collepe, Cambridge, 1935, pp. 64=72.

i 1hid., p. 6h.
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exercises wore itzilored to the reoading: the student wrote
letters wher he read Cicerc, stories while he was workin: with

the Colloguies, A 1little later he be. an Ovid's Metamorphoses

and the Oreek lew Testamenbt., Jdy Lovember lie sheould have com-

sloted the selecticns from Cicere ond Erasmus, and in December
he bogan in Theognis of Hegara,

The sophomore studies, in linc with mediaeval custon,
were Aristotelian in the mornings. For the afternoon, Cicero's
Pe Amleibia, De fenectute, and Ue Cratore were prescribed.
Aesoyts Favles were to be read, doubtless Uy palliate the heavy
fare, Then followed Florus, Sallust, and Quintus Curtius. In

poetry there were Vergil's Lclorues and Georgies, Ovidls ileroides,

L

and the works of Horace, lartizl, Hesiod, and Theocritus., Fortu-
nately, the student was not exseclted to read each of them in loto:
"Allow to each of these a fortanight, in which time I doe not ex-
nect vou showdd read every one of them over, but only as ruch as
you can in the time alotted. I direct jyeu to so many rather then
Yo onz or two, only bhocause they are such books as no Scholar

it e e ignorant of ."15

Midway through now, junior scphisters read Aristotle's

Chysica, and Gthica, znd they had a cholce of Senecals
sl

b}
fit)
L
:

1
£
b
o
%)

cuaestiones or Lueretiuse. Thelr afternoon gsiudies

wers devoled to Cicerc'!s and Demosthenes' orations, retronius!?

L5 md., P 70.
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Satyricon, end Juintilian's orations; while in poetry they

read from Juvenal, Persius, Claudian, the Aeneid, and the Tliad,
To round off the studies of this year they read Livy and

Senior sophisters made their way through Aristotlels

Ze Animz, De Coelo, and Heteorclogisa (with commentaries). They

b

road also Justinionts Institutions, Aulus Gellius, Nacrchius?

aturnaliz, and "Plautus, or somg part of him ... but never

F

imitate his latine."l® Gicero's De 0fficiis and De Finibus
enbered ithe curriculum here. Filnslly & month was devolted to
he Iliad and Odyssey, and & fortnight each te Semeca's Tragedies,
Iucan, and Statius., How the yvouny scholars under Holdsworth's
tutelage ever found time to do any significant part of this
reading, and keep up with the studles he wrescribed in other
fields, may be left tc wiser minds toc answer. Certain it is,
that they came forth well armed wlth a classical educaiion.
Abverdeen University still clung rather closely to the
medigeval curriculuwa during this same period. About 1840,
Clenardus! entlre Greek grammar was prescribed for frechmen,
followed by the Greek Testament and the Enistle of St. Basil

te The Oregory of Nazianzus. Twe orations of Iscocrsies were

to L2 read, and one of the Philippices of Demosthenes, as well as the

S vt

didactic poem attributed to Phocylides. Then the student read one

5 Toid., p. 72.



ook of Hesiod and one of the Iliad, followed by two Idylls
cf Theeeritus and the first Chapter of Nonnus'! rfarashrase of
St. John, 2% this point the yonnz scholars of Aberdeen were
introduced tc the elements of liebrew,

Almost the whole of the Aristotelian Organon was
read during the second year, and the remainder was finished
in the third. The student now launched in earnest intc the

study of Aristotle, for he read, in addition to the forescing,

e and a hall books of the Nichomachean bthics, De Virtutibus

et Vitls and five bookes of De “hysico Auditu.

g

In the fourth year, there was more Aristotles his

De Coelo, Bocks I, II, and IV; Ue Ortu et Intsritu, two booksy

De Anima, Bocks I-II1; an epitome of the Farva Haturaeliajy and

& Bynopsis of the»ﬁetaorologia.17

"The Harvard curriculum, both in content and in wethod,®
L.orison points oul, “was an atlempy Vo reproduce the
major featurse of the Arts course of Cambridge. The
taree main elemmtbs ol Lhml course wers precent; although
not in the same nrepertion: the mediaeval Aris and
yullosocnies;y the seolons renalssancs study of Wi
Learned Tongues; the lighter renaissance study of such
telleg-~letires as were deaned sullable for & penileman's
education. A good deal was left out of the first; the
secend wmy reinforeed Ly & large piogramme of Oriental
languages; and 'polite letters,' though not stiressed,
wore not slighted.?id

I7 Ibid., p. 134.

Y - st . - . )
10 samuel Eliot Horisonm, larvard in btus Seventeenth
Century, 2 vols., Cambridge, 1936, 1, 165.
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There is an account of the Harvard curriculum in
1723 by Tutor Henxry K«'“’lyn'tl? which indicates the sxtent of
clagsical reading. Freshmen roviewed the authors they had
previcusly read: Cicerc, Iscownus, Homer, and Vergil, along
with the Oreek Testament. In the latter part of the year they
ook vy Hebrew pgrammar,

Sophomores centinued their recitations in the Greek
and lebrew bocks they had studied as freshmen. Perhaps Flynt
deservea fame as a precursor of the progressive sducator, for
the classical content of his curriculum ends here. Presumably
lynt thought his boys at Harvard could by this time read Latin
and Greek well enough to continue on their own, and 1t may well
be that some of the works in the Cambridge curriculum, taken as
a nmodel by Harvard, were read now in the preparatory years,
Certzinly no college graduate of 1723 wag entirely unfamiliar
with Ovid, FMartial, and Juvenal, not to mention Aristotls in the

ield of Greek literature,

Horlson comments,

"From the small number of classical texts that
have come down to us with marks of student ocumership,
we can only infer that these were read intensively
rather than extensively -~ as indeed the classics con-

tinued to be studied in Harvard and in other fmerican _
colleges until nearly the end of the nineteenth century."2

I Ibld., I, 1hé.
20 Ibid., I, 175.
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The few classical texts that are extant from seven-
teentb=century Harvard include works of Aphthonius, Aristotle,
Cicero, Hesiod, Theocritus, lomer, Isocrates, Florus, Sallust,
Sophocles, and Terence.®> Dr. Morison's opinion is that “we
mey be fairly certain that almost every Harvard student birought
from school to collsge a Bible, a Latin lexicon, an edition of
Cicero, and the Ceolloguies of Eraamus.zz

4 book "owned by sundry undergraduates" was Cregpin's
anthology of Greek verse, representing such authors as llesiod,
Theognis; Phocylides, Pythagoras, the two Simonides, Theocritus,
Bion, Moschus, and seclections from liddle and Hew Gomady;zB
Thus the Harvard student might even read works written lor the
ancicent theater, for in addition to the Crespin anthology, with
Alexis, Antiphanes, Philemon, and Menander, at the library2h
he had access to Melanchthon's edition of Euripides, an sdition
el SZophocles! tragedies, and a folio Aristophanes. For reading
of another sort, there were Demosthenes and Harodatus.zg

Might it be expected that studenits would take advantage

of the opportunity to read sc many distinguished classies?

4" Tbid., I, 15h4.
22 Ibid., I, 159.
23 Ibid., I, 197.

24 For a discussion of the Harvard Library, sce Ibld., I,
265-297.

25 Tbid., I, 199.
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Certainly not every student would have read any given volume,
but his 1life was spared the time-consuning extra curricular
activities of a later era, Philip A, Bruce remarks,

nAt that periocd {the seventeenth century),

when the collections ¢f books were comparatively small,

each veolume was perused with more frequency, and its

contents were more thoroughly mastered; it is this lact
which largely acccunits for thw dilapidated condition
distinguishing so many of these collections at the time
of their appraisenment, Read and reread, the classical
works of Greece and Fome became a part of the daily
lives of those whose learning enabled them to enjsg

the unequalled beautiss of these ancient writers,<
He is writing about Virginia, but the remark is equally apropos
with ropard to any of the American colonies,

From Brown University we have papers of Solomon Drowne
of the Class of 1773 to give some idea of the study of classics
at that institution at the end of the veriod under consideration.
Drowne recorded in 1770 that he began lorace, Longinus, and Lucian
in Cotober and French in December. The following year he commenced
Zencorhon in February, the I1iad in July, and Longinus in October;
while in 1772 he started reading Cicero's De Qratore in February
and began the study of Hebrew srammar in December.27

Almost exactly a decade later, the College Laws of 1783
show what classics were then read:

“The following are the classics appointed for the
first year, in Latin, Virgil, Cicero's Crations and

Horace, all in usum Delphini. In Greek, the New Tesbtament,
Lucian's Dialogues and Xenophon's Cyropasdia; --Tor the

0. Cit., I, b3,

27 cf, walter C. Bromson, The History of Brown University
Providence, 191k, pp. 102-103.
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secordd year, in Latin, Clcero De Oratore and Caesars
Commentaries; in Greek Homer's Iliad and Longinus On
the Sublime eees FoOT the fourth FOATL o0 the Lang&&z;éw,
Arts and Sciences studied in the foregoing years, to
be accurately reviewed,"2

When King's College (noew Columbla Univerd ty) was founded
in 1754 in Mew York, the public announcement stated that "children
muet know Latin and Greek grarmar, 'be able to make grammatical
Latin, ! be able to read several «f Cicero's orations, naris of

the Aeneid, and 'some of the first Chapter of the Gospel of 5t.

the fcollowing classical works In the first year: Sallust, Caesar,

Owidls Metamoroheses "et alia%, Vergil's Aeneld, Aeson's Fables

{in Oreek), Lucian's Dialogues, and the New Testament in Greek.
Freshmen also read Grotius' De Veritate and made translations
from Tatin to fnglish and back arain, Finally, they wrote themes

1,

in Tatin as well as in fngllshe. In their second year they read

Gicercts "0fficia et alla," Ouintus Curtius, Terence'’s Camedies,

Ovid's Epistles, Vergil's Aeneid «and Georglcs; continued the Greek

Testament; and went on to Epictebus' Enchiridion and Xencohon's

Insvitutio Cyrl and Zxpeditio. To the translations and themes in

the two languages were now added verses in Latin and English.
Juniors studied Cicero's Orations and De Cratore, Cuine

tilian's Institutes and Qrations, Pliny's Letters, Caitullus,

20 1bid., p. 103.

29 John H. Van Amringe and others, A History of Columbia
Ugiversity, 1754-190k, Wew York, 1904, p. hL3.
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Tibullus, Propertius, and Horcece in Latin, while for Greek
reading they had Aristotle's Lthics and voetics, rlato's

Dialogues, Xenophon's Memorabilia, the Idylls of Theocritus,

and the Iliad. During this year they began syllogistic dis=
nutations in Latin, and they learned to declaim in that language,
vhile at the same time they continued their verse-makinz. In
their last year the works they studied included Cicero's Tusculan

Disputeticns, the histories of Livy and Tacitus, Lucan's harsalia,

the satires of Juvenal and Persius, and the comedies of :lautus in
Latin. In Greek there were the (Odyssey; the tragedies of Sophocles,
Zuripides, and Aeschylus; Thucydides and Herodotus; Longinus On The
Sublime; Demosthenes; Dionysius of Halicarnassus; and Isocrates.
Seniors studied Hebrew, too, and now began to write philoscphical
essays in Latin and Bnglish, in addition to all the previocus exer-
cises.30 This "revised curriculum of 1763 was substantially a
copy of that of Queen's Collegs, Oxford. n31

From the Colleze of New Jersey (later Princeton)
{frestman Joseph Shippen wrote teo his father in 1752, "At%
seven in the morning we recite to the President lessons in
the works of Xenophon, in Greek ..." Part of the morningz he
studied Cicero's De Oratore and Hebrew grammer, while in the alter-

noon he worked at Xenophon and ontology.32 Doubtless he did not

JU Tbid., pp. 450-L51.

31 Ibid., p. 205, "The Development of the University,"
by iionroe Smith.

32 john MacLean History of the College of New Jersey,
2 vols., Philadelphia, 1 > D 1L0=14
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find his studies too arduous, for in October, 1748, the following
admissions policy had been adopted:

"None may expect toc be admitted to college but such as

being examined by the President and Tutors shall be

found able to render Virgil and Tully's Orations into

Englishjand to turn English into true and grammatical

Latiny and to be so well acquainted with the Greek as

to render any part of the four Evangelists in that lan-

guage into Latin or fnglish; and to give the grammatical

connexion of the words."

An account of the studies at the College of lNew Jersey
during the presidency of the Reverend Samuel Finley (1761-1766)
reveals that freshmen read Horace, Cicero's orations, the Greek
Testament, Lucian's Dialogues, and Xenophon's Cyropaedia, while
sophomores passed on to Homer, Longinus,%etc," Seniors, it is
reported, '"now revise the most improving parts of Latin and Greek
classics, part of the Hebrew Bible, and all the arts and sciences."34

It is evident from the foregoing that the classical content
from time to time and from college to college varied in volume —
as it did also in proportion to other studies.3” It will be noticed,
however, that certain authors--Homer, Cicero, Vergil-—-appear in
almost every one of the accounts, most of which include books that
are hardly more than names even to graduates in classics today.
The classical content o f the typical curriculum during the period

under consideration was greater than that of a good classics pro-

gram today in many colleges.

34 Ibid., I, 266. Cf. also T. J. Wertenbaker, Princeton,
1746-1896 (Princeton, 1946), pp. £9-94, for an account of the
classics in the curriculum of the (then) College of New Jersey.

35 Discussions of curricula will be found in the works
cited above.
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¥ot enly did the undergraduate of, say, 1700 rezd a
great many books in both Latin and Greek, but in a few scinoals
he was still expected to speal Latin to his classmates and
teachors, The mediaeval universities had all employed Tatin
and forbidden the vernacular, and the traditicn of Latin text-
borks, Latin leectures, Latin »rayers, and T.atin conversation
lingerad on long after the Eeformation had assured the ascen=-
dancy and eventual triumph of Emhlish.36

Thus it can bs geen that the college graduate of the
Colen'al sericd was 2 man well versed in both Greek and Latin,
ard in many (L1 net mest) cases, Yebrew also, He had written
esesnvs, debated, and perhaps conversed3? for fuur vears or
more in Latin, 2nd by the time he received his degree that
Tanmaee should have teen almost g familiar to him as his
mother tonpue, Creek never achieved guite the same statvs ag
Latin, and even among scholars one would have had to seek a
while to overhear a conversation in the language of Socrates,

™t most cellege men could read 't with the ald of a lexicon,

36T this day at the Convoecaticns of the two
rrovinces (York and Canterbury) of the Church of England,
roth service and sermon are in ILatin, and the Latin Prayer
Book (translated from Dnglishi) is still used on occasiocn
algo at Oxford and Cambridge, where latin is a "languare
understanded of the people.®

37 for an account of tho neglect of colloquial Iatin
at Cambridge, see Morison, The Founding of Harvard Collegs,
pe G1,
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and among the clergy ignoramnce of Greek was a rapro&¢h.38

The parson of Colonial Virginia was, 88 4 rule, a man who
could maintain his part in any intelleciual or social gathering
in the Colony.

35 CI. Jomathan Boucher, hGominigcences of an American
Loyalist, Boston and New York, 1925, pp. 371-38; 150-151.



CHAPTER III
THE PARSONS AHD TEEIR BOCKS

One of the best ways to ascertain the intellectunal pur=-
sults of & man is to investigate the contents of his library.
Until the nineteenth century, when the increased supply of
bocks, lower cost, and general availability made it possible
to indulge even a moderate interest in letters, only the weal-
thy could afford to buy books for "show"™, as some are reported
to have done. For all others, books were far too expensive
and toco hard tc obtain. It may be assumed, therefore, that
when a Colonial parson bought a bock he read it, and in many
cagses actually read it to pieces, as is evidenced by the num=
ber of entries in ¢ld inventories, "a peece of an old book,
rmach damnified.®

In the appraisal of an estate it was common practice
to estimate the value of the library collectively. Occasionally,
however, an assiduous executor took the time and the trouble teo
write out each separate title. There are extant today no fewer
than seven such inventories of the libraries of Colonial Virginia
parsons, or (in two cases) of men who were licensed for Virginia
but died before they reached their dsstination.A

In 1635 the Reverend John Goodborne set ocut for Virginia

and died at Sea..1 The inventery of his estate includesz the

4 See Appendix D

1 cf. Louis B. Wright, The First Gentlemen of Virginia,
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titles of one hundred ninety-cne vooks which he had selected

to bring with him to the New World., The library, says Louis

B, Wright, was "significant for its emphasis upon classical
authors. Since it was selected to be the working library of

an Anglican clergyman, religious works naturally predominated,
but equally notable is the fact that ... over twenty~five
(titles) are those of Greek and Latin writers.“2 Mr., Goodborne
possessed the Iliad, Plutarch's Lives, in Latin and in English,
a ILatin translation of Thucydides, Aristotle in Greek and Labvin,

Pindar, Isocrates, Quintilian, the De Animalium Natura of

Glaudius Aelianus, an anthology of minor Greek poels, and Latin
and English versions of Vergil (one of which was evidently illus-
trated). He also owned editions of Horace, Ovid, Plautus,
Torence (in English as well as Latin), Juvenal, Persius, Cicero,
Seneca, Caesar, Suetonius, and Justinus., There were in the col-
lection a dictionary of poebtry and “that invaluable anthology

of classical selections, Natalis Comes's lMythologias, a
Renaissance compilation that provided many a poor scholar with
quotations enocugh to give him an air of infinite learning.“3
Several books in the collection suggest that Goodborne expected

or intended to teach, since he had textboocks to teach Hebrew,

Greek, and Latin, as well as ischam's The Schoolmaster and

< Ibad.

3 1bid.
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Brinsley's Ludus Literarius; or, The Grammar School. Wright

observes that "Goodborne's library must not be taken as Ly=-
nical of the collections gathered by Virginia planters, but
it does sugzest the kind of books a minister helieved neces=-
sary to spiritual and intellectual salvation in the colony.“h
The Reverend Thomas Teackle was a clergyman who came 1o
Vircinia during the years of the Commonwealth, settled in
Accomack County, and ministered to parishes in both counties
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia between 1652 and 169L. When
he died his extensive library wag divided among thrce of his
four children.?
Teacklets library included a number of works by classical
authors, both Greek and Latin. The latter predominate, with

editicns repcrted of Ovidts Hetamorphoses, Horace (two editicns),

i Thid.

5 Cf. William and Mary cuarterly, Series II, Volume 23,
(15L3) pp. 298=-308. The fourth child, Margaret, had scanda-
lized the entire Eastern Shore by a party which she gave in
her father's absence and which lasted, to everyone's horror,
bevend the hour of divine service on Sunday and culminated in
her giving away several items of furniture and some articles
from her own hope chest. Parson Teackle sued and recovered
them. Perhaps Margaret's interests were not intellectual at
all, as she is not mentioned in the divisien, or pessibly she
had died.
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Juvenal ("Satyrs'), Lucan, iartial, and Persius among the
poets., Latin prose works and authors in his cellection

included Familiar Letters, (presumably Cicerotls) Seneca,

Justin's Histories, an edition of Peter Lomuard, a bLook
> 3
which may have been Caesar, Suetonius, Cicero's De Ofliciis,

De Sacerdotiis et Magistratibus, (attributed to Fenestella,

but written in the fourteenth century by Fieocchi of Florence)
Sellust, and St. Jerome.

There were fewer volumes in Greek, and those which
Teackle possessed are not numbored among the masterpieces of
Greek literature. Editions ¢f Lucian --d Aphthonius are
listed in the inventory among Laltin beoks, though both wers
prebably in Greek., Teackle owned also & fifth volume of an
editicn of St. John Chrysostem, Diec Cassius ("a2 broken bock®),
& work of Athanasius, and a collection of lesser Greek poets.

The clerk whe cepied The inventory inte the county
records evidently did not share the parson's erudition, for
he displayed sad lapses of orthegraphy on occasion. 1Is
hucustini Barbosa JVD Lusitani", for example, a work of St.
Augustine? How should "Apathegmata exprobatls Graca &ce® be
classified? ®iHomilar Dedae Hyemales" was apparently in Lating
is it to be identified with works of ithe Venerable Bede?

Teackle owned grammars of Greek and Latin as well as

two Greek-Latin lexica, a copy of "Flores Doctorum insignium
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tum Graecorum &c," an epitome of Roman history, and "a small
Greek beok with some Lating at the end.®

If condition is any indication, the parson must have
heen fond of Horace's poetry, for of the two editions which
he had, one was "an old Book™, and the other "“an old bock wery
much damnified”.

Lmong a number of "Medical Books" was listed "Crammatica
Ebrae &c", surely a most unusual classification. One wonders
what the clerk thought of the Hebrew characters--and what he
thought of medicine.

Charles Pasteur was a mative of Virginia who selt out to
England to secure holy orders and, like Goodborne, died on the
return voyage. An inventory of his estate, recorded, with his
will, in 1736, in Henrico Ceunty,é shows that he possessed texts
of Phaedrus, Vergil, Ovid, ("eight volumes"), Horace, Juvenal
argk Persius, Sallust, Caesar, Patrick's Erasmus, "Tullil
Orationes Delphini," "Officia #inellii” (possibly an edition
of Cicerots De Officiis), "Epistole ad Familiares," probably
Cicuro's Ad Familiares, a copy of Lilly's Grammar, & six~volume
editien of Clarendon's History, #Creeches Horace,” the latterts

t0ads", a copy of Grotius! works, and twe "old" Latin Testaments.

S anrico County Records, Deeds and Wills, 1725-1737, p.
57h. Microfilm copy in Virginia State Library. Cf. Virginia
Magazine of History, Vol. 10, pp. LOL=L405.
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Genspicuously, the only Greek bock is a Testament; this
points up the fact that in Colonial Virginia instruction
in Greek was doubtless hard to come by outside the College
of William and Mary.

In 1749 an inventory was made of the estate of the
Reverend David Stuart, late of St. Paul's Parish, Stafford
County (now King George Comnﬁy)7. His library of forty=
eight titles included only three works from ancient timeg—-
and one of those was apparently a tramslation. This is the
smallest number of classical works found in an inventory,

and 1t is noteworthy that all three, the Enchiridion cf

Lpictetus, the Fables of Aesop (probably a translation),
and a Bible, were Greek. No Latin works appear.

The inventory of the estate of the Reverend William
Kay of Lunenburg County was recoitoed in 17648 by a clerk who
was disceuraged by Latin and Greek titles, for, while hs
wrobe down each title of the English works as he came to
them, he simply lumped together in one entry, "Sixty Latin
Books & Pamphlets,” valued at six pounds. This lobt probably

included some Greek works, as Colonial recorders are known

7 Stafford County Records, Deed Book O, pp. 62«63,
Phetostatic wpy in Virginia State Library.

8 ¢f. william and Mary Cuarterly, Series I, Vol. 9,
(1900-1901) pp. 165-168.
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to have ignored the difference between Latin and Greek on
occasion., Titles listed separately, and presumably for the
most rart in English, include Flavius Josephus, Ekjard?s

Roman History, Smith's Longinus, Terence, Fortunatus (the

hymnographer of Gaul?), Aescn's Fables, a velume of Kennet's

Roman Antigquities and two of Potter's Greek Antiquities.

Kay also owned The Schoolmaster's Assistant, though there is

no record that he taught.
The inventory of Reverend Adam Menzies' estate in

Horthumberland County in 17679 shows that in his library were

conies of Rollin's Ancient History, Caesar's Commentaries,
the "Travels of Cyrus" (is this Xenophon?), Cicero's Ue Oratore,

the "Morals" of Epictetus, Davidson's Vergil, the Meditations

of Marcus Aurelius, Josephus, Cicero's Orationes, Disputationes

Tusculanae, De Finibus, and De Officiis in four veclumes,
Furipides, Martial, a second veolume of "Antigquities of Creece,”
Horace in Lati-, and the lexicons of Schrivilius and Scapula.
There was also in the library of two hundred thirty-one titles

a work definitely in French, Morale Cretienne. Menzies must

have possessed also Bibles, or at least New Testaments, in both

ancient languages.

5 Rorthumberland County Record Book, 1766=1770, =pe
120=121. Photostatic copy in Virginia State Library.
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The Reverend John Moncure is shewn by his inventorylo
to hawve had a library of one hundred thirty-seven titles, which
included a good number of classics, among them Vergil, Cicero's
Orations, Ovid's "Epistles with his Amours," a version of Horace
and his Ars Poetica, Eusebius, the Greek miner poets, Yardley's
Ovid in twe volumes, the Iliad (four volumes) and the (dyssey,
Sallust ("in Latin"), "MarshallsY Iplsrams, as well as the

2ible in Latin and ¢~ ch, and a copy of Don Quixote in the

latter language. The entire collection was appraised at H51.9.
The Reverend Goronwy Gwen;1 left a large library when he
died in Brumswick County in 1770, but cnce again the aprraiser,
havinz listed the English titles separately, lumped the foreimn
ones: YA parcel of old Authors, Greek, Latin, Hebrew, lelch,
and French, in mumber, 150%==valued at 53.0.4.72 The only

worlks relevant to this gudy listed by title are Hainwaringt's

Account of Classical Authors, Walker's Epictetus, and "lerrence's

Play, by «-=% lhile these latter two were apparently transla-
ticns, Cwen's library was sicnificant, like Goodborne's, for
the number of classical authors it contained. Fortunately,
although we do not know what books Owen possessed when e died,
we do know considerable from other scurces about his classical

reading.

’ +U Stafford County Records, Deed Book, Liber 0, pp.
500=502. Photostatic copy in Virginia State Library.

11 see Chapter IV.

12 ¢r. william and nary Quarterly, Series I, Vol. 9,
(1900-1501) p. 16k.
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In the case of other inventories, the infeormation
given is just enough to arcuse curiesity without satisfying
it. Tor instance, what were the titles of the four hundred
volumes which the Reverend James Maury (of "Parsons' Cause!
farme, and forebear of Matthew Fontaine Maury) left at his
death in 1774713 Presumably these included a mumber of
classics, for Commissary Blair wrote the Bishop of London
in 1741 (when Maury went to England for ordination) that he
had "made good proficiency in the study of Latin and Greelk
authors,“lh and Jonathan Boucher praised his style of writimg.lg
What specific beooks were in the library appraised at $22.1 when
the Reverend John Bagpe died in Essex County in 1726716 an

even larger collecticn must have belonged to the Reverend St.

13 Albemarle County Records, Will Beck #2, p. 256.
Fhotostatic copy I Virginia State Library.

1k William and Mayy Luarterly, Serises I, Vel. 1,

15 %E' Cit., p. 61. Haury, however, guesticned whether
a classical education was desirable « as he observed that it
cbviously was not necessary - for most Virginians of his day,
oin the ground that they had so much to learn that would bLe
necessary througheout their lives, that the knowledge of Greek
and Latin, to the exclusion of mere pragmatic studies, might
be "bought too dear.® Cf, Papers of the Albermarle County
Historical Society, VoIT_II:"%§§51:§) Po. 36=70.

16 Essex County Records, Wills, Bonds, Inventoiies, s#l,
De 192. Photostatic copy in Virginia State Library.
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John Shropshire of Westmoreland (4. 1718), for his "liberary®
was appraised at sixty nounds, 2 great sum in the early eigh=-

eenth century;l7 Ealph YWatson owned "thirty greate bookes

ok

in feolio most of them % and the authour about fifty bookes
in % of them being lattin boskes.#18

Concerning the libraries of many clergymen there is
1ittle or no informzticn available teday. Jamos Blair 1eft
all his books to the Library at William and Mary.}? Since
he held a scholarship in Greel while at Fdinburgh,20 he is
presumed to héve been well ~rounded in the classics, and to
have owned a number of them. TIn his extensive corresnondence

the only reference relative to the classics was a quotation

IT Westmoreland County Fecords, Deeds and Wills, #6,
1716=1720, p. 453. Photostatic copy in Virginia State LilLrary.

18 York County fecords 42, wills and Deeds, 1645=1649,
De 03. Photestatic copy in Virginia State Library. (The hiatuses
apsrear whers the edgs of the page in the eoriginal records has
been destroyed.)

19 Letter of Governor Gooch, 1743, printed in Willian
btevens rerry, Historical Collections relating to the lZmerican
Colonial Church, Virginia volume, Hartford, 1870, De 3C7e

20 Bryden, op. cit., T, 276,



from Terence: "(Obsequlum amicos veritas codium parit,®
{Andria, I. 41) while 1s was involved in a dispute with
Yungeo Inglis, Master of the Crammar Schoel.

Blair, however, reflected some of his training in
the claesical languages in a series of semong on the Sermon
cn the chnt.zg In discussin;the text, he quoted the Greek
orizinal several tim&szB, and in the exegesis he quoted or
alluded to at least six Latin classical anthors and one Greek
writer as well as the church Fathers, St. Augustine and S5St.
Jerome. In speaking of life after death he cited the views
of Sccerates, Seneca and Gicer02h and elsewhere wrote "the
Heathen world ... had little or no nction of a future state
of Dewards and Punishments; most of them locked upon that
part of the Doctrine of their Yeoets and cther writers ag

o

N - * € !
ey fabulous. (Fabulaegne manes. hor.)”a) The refc=

5

<l Virginia Magazine of History, Vol. 8 (1901) p. 37%.

22 Jires Dlair, Cur Saviour's Divine Sermen on Lhe Mount,
L volumes, London, 1740 (second edition).

23 1bid., I, 95, 103, 290, 353.
2l 1bid., IT, 435.
25 1bid., I, L53.
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rence is te Horace's QOdes, I. iv. 16. He quotes Horace in

another context:26

"Nec Deus intersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus
Inciderit.® {Ars Poetica, 191-2)

Vergil and Juvenal alsoc are cited, the former in a way which

shows that Blair was quoting from memory and that he was

careful to make the meter correct.2! In the Aeneid, iv. 293-4,
Vergil wrote mollissima fandi/tempora; Blair has mocllia tempors

£ andlo

Jows:

Blair guoted Juvenal and Tacitus in discussing the

"Tacitus gives this character of the Jews: ud
ipsos fides obstinata, misericordia in gmﬁsé';x_
sed adversus omnes alios hoStlile odium; Sy
they had a staunch honesiy, and a ready charit
themselves, but hated all others like igs,”
citus, Hstories, V. 5.) And 8o Juvenal tells us
it was t.ha{r custam to deny even common civilities to
all that wére not of their own Nation and Religiam,
such as the shewing a Traveller the way, or directing
him to 2 Spring where he might have a draught of water.

'Hon monstrare vias eadem nisi sacra colenti,
Quaesitum ad fonbtem s«%us deducere verpos',®
(Satires, xiv. 103-4.)2

25 ISR" II, 328.

27 Ihid., II, 392.
28 mm., II, Loi-2.
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Blair indicates that he shared the prevalent concept
of theclogy as divided into two branches, natural and revealed,
and he supports his arcwent a2t cne point by quoting Semecas

Severa res est verum gaudium. (Ep. Mor.
xxiii. h.) T

Again, he writes;, "So that I do not wonder that even Tully a
heathen, from the mere Force of Reasen, in a treatise of Friend-

ship, lays it down as a Principle:s Hoc primum sentio, nisi in

bonis Amicitiam esse non posse,ﬁ-%0 this is an allusion to De

Amicitia, xx. Th, "nec ob aliam causam ullam boni improbis,

probl bonis amicl esse non pozsunb.”

Finally, in an evident thrust against the enthusiastic
sects, he writes:

"The zealous Gentlemen that insist sc earnestly for

the good Government and Discipline of the ancient

Church, as if it were absolutely necessary to

Salvation, put me in mind of & just complaint of

Tully's against Cato, that he gave nis Opinion ale

ways in the Senate as if he had been living in Plato's

Commonwealth, and not among the days of Romulus,®31

From the citations in these sermons, which were intended
for delivery to his congregaticn at Bruton Parish Church, it may
safely be inferred that Blair had maintained his reading know=-
ledge of Latin, at leasi, and more than likely of Greek, although

the evidence is not positive in the second instance,

— 29 Ibid., I, 350.
30 mid., 11, Li9.

31 1bid., I, 252.
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The replies to the Queries of 172L, sent by the Bishop
off London to all parishes in Wirginia, provide some illumins-
ting insights into the boock supply at that date. One of the
questions was whether there was a parish library. (Usually
there was not.} To this question James Cox of Westminster
Parish replied that he had one of Dr. Bray's librariesge-thse
only cne so reported,’2 William Black of Accomack reported
that his parishioners would be grateful if someone would donate
books, for "we live abt so grest = distance from the cpportuni-
ties of such means,"33 while John Cargill went more directly to
the point: "What few books 1 have are my own purchase. TYour
iordships will be very maturally ied to believe that I must
lobor under difficulties for want of Books when you observe

thai my Salary is such a poor allowance for the maintenance of

Finally, sight bocks of the Reverend Christopher Hachae
are now in the Virginia Dioccesan Library in Richmond., This is
obviously not his complete library, as it includes no Prayer Book.

The titles are all modern ones, including the sermons oi Dr.

37 Perry, op. cit.; p. 262,
33 Ibid., p. 302.

34 Ivid., p. 307.
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Tillotson, Archbishop of Canterbury, and the familiar Crudent's

Concordance. Several of these books, however, presuppose a

xnowledge of Latin and/or Greek,35 and one of them, of Hebrew
and Syriac as we11.36
In conclusion, it may be said that in almost every

instance where anything is known about the library or reading
of a Colonial Virginia minister, it can be shown that he owned
classical works or read as extensively in the classics as oppor=-
tunity and his means allowed; while those men who were able to
afford large libraries almost invariably possessed a goodly num-

ber of representative classical authors.

35 B.g., Edward Stillingfleet, Origines Sacrae, Cambridge,

1702,

36 The Works of Henry Hammond, (?) vols., Vols 2 and L,
London, 168l,




CHAPTER IV
GORONWY OWEHN, SAMUEL HEHLEY AND JOWATHAN BOUCHER:
THREE CLASSICISTS

It is a sad commentary upon the destruction of Colonial
Virginia records, that the detailed knowledge of the classical
learning of the three men discussed at length in this chapter is
drawn from English sources. If Goronwy Owen had not been & poet
before he came to the New World, or if Samuel ienley and Jomathan
Boucher had not returned to England at the outbreak of the American
Revolution, in all probability there would be no record of their
study of the classics other then, perhaps, an occasional guotation
from Juvenal or Cicero, as is the case with Morgan Godwyn, & Zra-
duate of Oxford, who guoted Juvenal, II. 63:

"Dat veniam corvis, vexat censura celumb&ﬁ,“l

to emphasize a point. Or perhaps someone reported that William
Dawson delivered a Latin oration at the funeral of Sir John
Randolph in 1737.2 Or, again, there might be a character sketch
which asseris that the subject was well educated. Such is the

memorial biography3 of John Buchanan, rector of St, Johnisg,

1 Cuoted by Brydon, op. cib., I 513.
2 Virginia Historical Register, Vol. L, (1851), p. 138,

3 George Wythe Munford, The Two Parsons, Richmend, 168kL.
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Richmond, which calls him "distinguished as a classical scho-
lar,“h and reprints a little piece of doggerel verse in Latin
which he wrote in jest to & friend.

A nativo Caledoniae, loei inclyti

Secundo visu et cacoethe -

Ad Joannem D. B.,

Cur non dicam D. D.?

Accept the specs which now I sendg

They are the present of a friend.

Upon your text they'll throw more light,

And they will give the second sight.

Your answer, I may well suppose,

Will not be given in simple prose;

In vhyme I've gone beyond my pitch

Alagl from you I've got the itch.®
Buchanan had been duped by an impcstor; hence the reference to
¥second sight¥., The poem was addressed to & friend; the iev,
John D. Blair, whose initials Buchanan uses in a flattering pun
cnt B, D, and D. D.

4 few other men by their owm writings indicated that
they were competent classicists, Alexarnder Whitaker, for in-
stance, in a report from Uirginiaé quoted Vergil and Thomas
Aguinas, demonstrated a knowledge of Hebrew, and showed, by Latin

phrases interspersed occasicnally, that colloquial Latin must

L Ibid., p. 453 (quoting the Richmond “Enquirer,
December 22, 1822.)

5 Ibid., p. 315.

6 Good Newes from Virginia, Hew York, n. d. Unpaged.
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have een familiar to hime. Willlam Crashawe reported that
heg 1s sble to haue written it in Latine or in Greeke "7
lathaniel Zaton studied under William Ames al Framncker
in Tlielland before coming to the ew World as the firet head of
the ingtltution vhich becams Marvard Bnivarsity.& Digturbed by
the unconcerned Sabbathe~breakinc of the ?Inllanders,g he roselved
to incuire what the Church Fathere had had to say abeub Sabhath
obgervance, The result was a simll veolume writien in L&ﬁimlﬁ

saton ruoted or eited Josephus (in Iaxin)ll, St. Cyprian,t@

' 7 in spistle Dedicatoric, op. Cit.

§ Eaton "was appointed in 1637; and was entrusted, not
only with the education of the students, but with the care of
managing the donations and erecting bulldings for the collere,”
fonjJemin Peirce, A Histc.y of Harvard University, Cambridpe,
1032, -, L. Hot unti 'E:%&rch;—lz‘ 39, did the institution boorme
mown ag Tsooood Cellege. Ibid., pe 3. For several years Eaton
was ass:%stant in Hungars ParisE, Northampton County.

Y "glue" laws are a peciliarly English heritage.

10 Nathoniel Baton, Gulicimi 4mesii Sententia de Urigine
gabbalil et die Dominice (erroneously attribuled Uo Willia: AmoS in
this edition), Amsterdam, 1658, 2 copy of which the writer exsmined
in the Hervard Library,

11 Ibidcg Pe 3.

12 Tbid., pe 13.
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Aristobulus apud Eusebius ,13 She ﬁugustine,lh Josephus apaline
this time in Greek,lg Horace {his excuse that it was "tricesima
Sabbota," (Satires, I. 9, 69) in his encounter with the bore)lS,

Tertullian (Contra Marcionem and De Idolis)1?, st. Ambrose,18 and

St. John C}u'ysostom,m all in Latin except in the one instance

noted. Presumably he had read more or less widely in the classics,

but the only evidence in this volume is the quotation from iorace.
Devereux Jarratt revealed in his autobiography’zg that

his schooling had ended when he was twelve or thirteen®* and that

he had enbered upon the study of Latin when he was twenty-Iive

i3 E‘}_‘_: re 1l

V1 Ibid., p. 15.

15 Ibid., p. 26.

16 1bid., p. L3.

17 Ivid., pp. L3, 52,

18 mid., p. L3.

19 Ibid., p. U7.

20 The Life of Devereux Jarratt, written by Himself,
Baltimore, 1806, Cl. willlam and mary Quarteriy, & SGTe, 9
(1952), 346-393, where portions of the book are reprinted.

Jarratt was Rector of Bath Parish, Dinwiddie County, 1763-1801.
2l Tohid., p. 20.




yoars old and was considering taking holy orders:

"T had never seen the rudiments of the Latin
Language, in all my life, nor had I learned a word
in any grammar whatever. DBut such was the strength
of my memory then, that in eight days, I could so per=
fectly repeat every nart of the grares.:-, that I began
to construe, give the parts of speeci, stec. In seven
months I began to read Suetonius, one of the most dif-
ficult Latin authors in prose=--in a word, I had ac-
guired such knowledge of the latin and Greek, in that
year, that mg generous friends were released from
their burden®--as I was capable of improving myself,
and teaching others also,23

He also permitted himself a mcdest boast about his library: #Few
clercymen have, I believe, a better library than I have, either
in the number or excellency of the books it contains."zh In a
bock of sermons he discoursed upon the precise meaning of the
Greek word Mo evu ,25 but since his sermons were "adapted to
the meanest capacitiBs,“zé he did not display much of the scholar-
ghip Yo which he laid claim.

Of all the ministers who served in Virginia during the
Colonial period, one of the most interesting, and most pathetic,

is the Reverend Goromwy (or Gronow) Owen, iaster of the Grammar

School at William and Mary, 1758-1759. After he was dismissed

<< His expenses for tutoring had been subsidized.
23 Ibid., pp. 53=5k.
2L Ibid., p. 9.

25 germons on Various and Important Subjects, Philadelphia,
1794, 3 vols., ILL, 268.

26 1nid.
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for drunkenness, he became minister cf St. Andrew's Parish,
Brunswick County, in 1760, where he continued until 1769. His
death occurred the following year. Apparently no one in the
county knew that he was one of the greatest Welsh poets of all
time, for his grave is ummarked,

Goronwy Owen wawn born in Anglesey in 1723, the son of
an idle and drunken father, and only by his mother's efforts
did he receive a classical education at one of the grammar
schools near his home. When he was nineteen he appealed in a
letter in Latin to Owen Meyrick of London for scholarship aid
to zo to one of the universities in order to prepare for the
ministry. He concluded, "Si pawpertas pro merito habeatur,
nescio quin ego sim tuc favore dignissimus."27 Though his plea
seems to have failed, he did matriculate at Jesus College, Oxford,
in 17h2. Following his years there (he apparently took no degree)
he held several livings in succession, and in each instance added
to his meager income by teaching.

While a schoolboy Owen had begun to compose Latin verses,
several of which are exﬁant,za in the nature of schoolboy exer=-
cises. The author scon turned to writing Welsh poeiry. Since

most of his work is in that lansuage, the writer is not cametent

<{ Rovert Jones, ed., Foetical Works of the Re, Goro
Owen with his Life and Correspondence, 2 vols., London, 1076, II,
10-11%

28 Cf. Jones, op. cite, I, 1=3. Cf. alsc Appendix ¢ infra.



to pronounce upon it; he can only cuote the Dictionary of

National Biography, which comments, "Few Welsh poets have

shown & greater mastery of the languapge than Owen, whose
classical training is reflected in the »urity and suspleness

of his Welsh style."29 In many Fnglish passages, however, Cwen
showed his thorough grounding in the classics, as for example,
his letter of February 21, 1753, to Richard Morris, (Morris was
a leader of a group of Welsh-spezaking nerscns in London)

"Thus the Greeks are much l-ss confined as to
gquantities than the Homans. And oob to detract fron
Virgil's deserved praise, I think Homer may justly be
allowed a preference te¢ him, almost in such & neasure
and proportion as an criginal writer is tec a transla-
tor. The Romans had several words, even in their own
language, that by reason of their quantities, could
not possibly be put intc verse. Thus Horace was at a
loss to name the town ILguotuticum, and was fain vo de-
scribe it by a round about sort of & paraphrase. Amd
Martial was hard put tc it to name the favourite boy,
Farinus, Domitian's wvalet. But, on the contrary, every
harsh word sounded smooth in a Greek's mouth. They
might sound,’Aees, 'Mpes, with an air, though they made
the same syllabie . uwie same word to be first long,
and then, with the same breath, short. This Martial
wittily observes of them, and at the same tinme as
wittly laments the over-rigid severity of his own
country's MusSes ;=

1Nobis non licetl esse tam disertis

Musas qui colimus severiores.'!

But with all their severity, if HMartial had been ac=
quainted with the obstinate, coy, and in-compliant
temper of our British Awen, he would certeinly have
taken the Roman muses for a bevy of city courtezans, #3°

29 Dictionary of National Biography, Volume XLII, p. 4l2.

30 Jones, op. cit., II, Sh. Classical references are
Martiel Ep. ix. 12 Znd Horace Sate I, 5. 87
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In the same letter he inquired whether a laudatory
address in honor of the Prince of Wales! birthday might be
acceptable: "I think I could, with a little rubbing, get the
rust off my Latin Muse on such an occasion .....“31

Later in the same year Owen, in & sportive mood, wrote
again to Horris, observing that he had never seen an inquiry
into the proportion of dactyls to spondees in Vergills poetry.
* ... I am persuaded,”" he added, "had anyone taken it into his
head to carry on such a piece of criticism on one of his Eclogues
in Popets days, he would have had an honourable place in the
*Dunciad! for it.n32

In yet another letter tc¢ the same corrsspondent, this
time in Welsh, (Owen appealed for editions of some of the minor
Latin poets. The names, however, which appear in the text are
those of Hesiod, Theocritus, and Horace.33 The following year,
addreseging lMorris agalin, he commented: "I lately took a fancy
to my old acguaintance Anacreon. And as he had some hand in
teaching me Greek, I have endeavoured to teach him to talk a

little Welsh, and that in metre toc."34 He sent his translation

3T Ibid., II, 55.
32 1bid., II, B1-32.
33 Ibid., II, 13h.
3b 1vid., 1T, k6.
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and reminded Morris that both Greek and Welsh versions had
the same number of syllables, and that the translation was
almest verbatim. Jones comments, "The Greek lyrist appears
as vigorous and bright of lineament in the new dress, wherein
the Welsh bard has arrayed him, as in his original and native
garb.“3S Though Owen liked Anacreon (as he thought), and Ovid
among the Romans, he considered Homer and Vergil to be far
better poets.36

The most ambitious of Cwen's Latin verses extant is a
gratulatory ode in twenty-one Sapphic strophes, "on the Birth
of Lord Ludlow, the oldest son of the Earl of Powis."37 There
are several classicsl references within the poem, such as the
reference to the return of a golden age, which immediately sug=

gests Vergil's Fourth Eclogue and the opening lines of Ovid's.

35 Ibid., II, 15h. Twc works of the total of three
such which Qwen translated are Anacreontics. Cf. the Loeb Classical
Library edition, Elegy and Iambus, II, Anacredﬁ%éa, pe 52, with
Jones, op. cit., I, 95-96, and p. 70 of the former with p. 97 of
the latter.” Cf. Anthologia Lyrica, edited by Edward Hiller and
Otto Crusius, Leipzig, 1907, De , (No. 21) with pgs. $6=97 of
Jones' work.

36 Jones, op. cit., IT, 159.

37 See Appendix ¢ for Owen's Latin Verse.
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Hetamorphoses, The expressio: Punica fides, he observed in a

note of his own, was coined by Sallust. Not only did Owen com-
nose his poem in Latini he made a Welsh translation "of great
beauty"38 and an English version as well,3?

The catalogue of Owen's extant poetry in Latin is
“iorte The three early poemsho composed in elegiac coupletls,
of twelve, sixteen, and sixteen lines respectively, contain
1little of interest, save an allusion to Hcracehl in the second
noems:

"Kvboel templum petito cum vestibus udis, L2
Quas suspende, menor quanta pericla fugis.Y

(¥ybi was a Welsh saint, a foobtnote informs us.) An cobserva-
ticn remarkably astute for a schoolboy occurs in the third of
these short works:
#Quando Deucalion lapides Jjactavit in orbem,
Nen illum lapides mollificasse reor;
In cor durities lapidis migravit, et illic
Restat adhuc nullis mollificanda madis.“hB

The allusion to Ovid!s story of the Floodl is obvious.

3 Yones, op. cit., IT, 218,

39 Jones prints this imsediately following the cther two
versions, which he arranges, the Latin beneath the Welsh,

Le Jones, op. cit., I, 1=-3.
b1 odes, 1, 5.

42 Jones, op. cit., I, 2.

b3 1pid., 1, 3.

Ll petamorphoses, I, 312-L1).
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The next Latin poem printed by Jones is a Saprhic ode
of [ive strophes addressed to Richard Rathbone.hs There is
finally a hendecasyllabic poem of forty-nine lines, ®"Ad Apollinem
et Musas."l6 Jones' footnotes tc this poem refer to Catullus,
Hartial, Homer, and Sappho,.

In 1753 Owen translated into Welsh the Latin ode which
Christopher Smart had composed for presentation to the Prince of
Wales on St. David's Day.h7 By this time alcohol had begun to
overmaster him, and a scant four years later he decided to make
a complete change, nerhaps in the hope that he might stop drink-
ing. Whatever the reason, in 1757 he was licensed for Virginia,
whither he arrived the following year. His scholarly interests
and his teaching experience procured for him the position of
Master of the Grammar School at William and lMary, which post en-
tailed the teaching of the two classical languages. Apparently,
however, he became involved in some kind of riotous outbreak of
students, and after only two years he was dismissed.

Regarding Owen's residence in Virginia, Jones observes

that at William and ¥Mary he must have been most useful in helping

U5 Jones, op. cit., I, 5-6.
Lé 1big., 1, 10-12,

L7 1oid., I, 84-90.
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to fulfill the "peculiar condition® of two sels of Latin ver-
ses presented as an annual quitrent to the Governor, for "his
Latinity and verses were always not only without a flaw, but
elegant."hg Unfortunately, most cf these verses have long since
disappeared, and there are none from Owen's time known to be ex-
tant,

Quite possibly Owen did write some of the quitrent ver-
ses, for earlier in the century Arthur Blackamore, also iaster of
the Grammar School, had composed a poem, "Expeditioc Ultramontana,®
an English verse translation of which was supplied to the Haryland
Gazette by “Ecclesiasticus" and published in June, 1729.h9 The
original has been lost, but it can be inferred from the transla-
tion, which runs to one hundred ninety-six lines, that the poem
treated the exploit of Governor Spotswood in crossing the Blue
Ridge Mountains as rivaling the expeditions of the heroes of old.
The translation is replete with references to the gods, the
Tiber, and the various other accoutrements which eighteenth-century
poetry borrowed from its classical models. In the same year James
Blair, President of the College, wrote the other set of verses,
"On the Suppression of the ILate Rebellion", no longer extant in

any versicon.

T8 Ibid., II, 282-283.

L9 Cf. William and lary ‘uarterly, First Series, Vol.
73 (1698), PP 32-'3?.



62

At the end of the Cclonial period someone preserved
copies of the "Latin verses spoke by two Young Gentlemen of the
Co =3 of William & Hary" to Governor Durmore for several suc-
cessive years.50 Beyond the implication that the authors were
students, there is no indication who wrote them.

This leaves open the question whether Gronow Qwen
“rubbed the rust off his Latin Muse" while at William and Hary.
Certainly he could have provided apt and elegant werses, if
asked to do so, for it was the judgment of Bishop Porteus of
London that he was "the most finished writer of Latin since the
days of the Roman emparors.“sl

Owen's thorough training in the classics is co mented
upen by Jones several times. g says of a wedding song in Welsh,
that the reader

"who is acquainted with Greek choric poetry, will per-

ceive a close affinity between this bridal song and

some of the effusions of Aeschylus and Sophocles. While

we repeat that Goronwy never steps over the limits al=~

lowable in the use of the labours of the past, there is,
on almost all occasions, the true ring of ancient song
in what he writes, Such is especially the case here.

To none will the numvers before us be so acceptable as

to those who are ggcustamed to the classic poetry of
Greece and Rome.™

SUCE. photostatic copiec of these in the Willian and lary
Library. {(William and Mary Papers, Folder 254.) Originals anmong
Chalmers Papers, New York Public Library.

51 Jones, Ope Cite, Ii, 7o

52 Tbid., I, 98-99.
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Thus it will be seen that Goronwy Owen was a man to
whom the poetry of both Greece and Rome was gquite familiar,

He quoted it and alluded to it often. Doubtless few days went
by that he did nct sit down with some well-worn volume, rmuch
of the contents of which he had already almost memorized,

Another Colonial clergyman who is known to have read
extensively in the classics is the hReverend Samuel Henley, who
was Professor of Meral Philosophy at William and Hary from 1770
to 1777, when he returned to England because of his loyalist
sentiments. In 1786 he made the English translation of Vathek,
a romance written in French by the wealthy and eccentric William
Beckford, In Henley'!s notes to the English version his exten-
sive reading, not only in the classical languages but in modern
ones as well, is clearly shown.

Though Samuel Henley is not reported by Goodwin53 as
having been trained at any college or university, it appears from
his nctes to Vathek that he wis exceedingly well read in the
classics, and even felt competent to disagree with Winckelmann
about the meaning of Homer's epithei Bewwis, applied to Hera, ot

There are several other references to Homer, both Iliad55 and

53 0p. cit., p. 278.

54 william Beckford, The History of the Caliph Vathek,
Translation by Samuel Henley, London, 1592, Pe 125.

55 Ibid., pp. 143, 162.
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Ody_ssez.sé He also mentions Hesiod.57 Among the other poets
he cites Anacreon,58 Apollonius cof Rhodes,59 Theocritua,éo and
61

¥ eoschus,
The tragedians are represented in Henley's notes by

62 63 4e cites Milton's

quotations from Aeschylus “ and Buripides,
adaptation of Euripides!' line (Heraclidse, 75) in "Samson
Agonistes,® 118,

Other Greek writers whom Henley quotes or cites include
Athenaeus ,62‘ Xexwphon,és I?lutarch,éé Herodotus ,67 Lucian,68

Eic:scorides,69 and 'I‘i';ales.70

50 Tbid., pp. 15k, 173.
57 Ibid., p. 135.

56 Ivid., 2. 136.

59 Ibid., p. 157.

60 Ibid., p. 163.

61 Ibid., pp. 163, 172,
62 Ibid., p. 127,

63 Ibid., p. 16l1.

64 Ibid., p. 128.

65 Ibid., pp. 151, 152.
66 1pid., pp. 137, 151, 157.

67 Ibid., pp. 152, 180.

68 Tbid., p. 157, where he mentions Milton's possible ine
debtedness to him.

69 Ibid., p. 176.

70 Ivid., p. 189.
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In Latin literature alsc Henley was widely read. He
alludes to, or quotes, Tibullus,71 Horace,72 Vergil,73 (Georgics,
Eclogues, and Aeneid), about whose poetry he engages in an e X

7h Propertius,?5 Catullus,76 Ovid's Fasti,77

tensive discussion,
the Servian notes to the Aeneid78, and the Cynegeticon of ﬁemesianus79,
in the field of poetry.

Latin prose writers who are cited include St. Ambrose?o
Tacitus {Histories),gl Lactantius,gz ?arrn,83 and Pliny the

Elder.SLL In a2 note on "chintz and muslin' Henley refers the reader

to Lucretius, Petronius, Martial, Plutarch, and Pliny the Elder,

7L Ibid., p. 128.

72 1pid., p. 130,

73 Ibid., pp. 153, 168.
s Tbid., pp. 153-156.

75 Ibid., pp. 155, 175.
76 1bid., pp. 167, 172.
17 1bid., p. 175.

78 Ibid.

79 Ibid., p. 168.

80 Ibid-, }3. 13‘*.

81 Ibid., Pe 155-
82 Tbid., p. 175.

&

84 1pid., p. 176.
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for notices about fabrices in ancient times.BS Henley also

quotes ‘?etrarch.g6 He demonstrates a knowledge of Hebrew,87

and, lest he be accused of a oneesided devotion to moribund

tongues, it may be well to ncte that he cuotes from Tassc in

Ttalian®® and Cervantes in Spanish,gg and that he displays a

wide lnowledge of English literature. Altogether, Beckford

could not have wished for a nore competent translator and an-

notator, for Henley was familiar with at least seven languages,

viz. English, French, Spanish, Itslian, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.
Even though Henley had himself mastered seven languages,

he remained keenly aware of the difficulties of learning an alien

tonrue, esnecizlly Latin and Greek. In a sermen preached in 1776,

on the eve of the American Revolution, and of his return to England,

he questioned whether it might be better to present the classics

in trenslation, since the arducus nath through grammars and lexie

cons to the great works of ancient times frequently soured beys

and discouraged them from doing the reading for which they with so

much effort had prepared themsclves.”C This has a modern ring,

— 05 Ioid., p. 137.
86 Ibid., p. 158
87 1bid., p. 1ho.
88 1pid., p. 136.
89 Ibid., p. 161.

90 samuel Henley, A Discourse Delivered in the Chapel of
William and Mary College, Virginia, Cambridge, 1710s DD. (=Ce
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indeed. It is most interesting to hear it said almost two cen=
turies ago, and by 2 man who certeinly cannot be accused of de=-
precating knowledge to which he had been unable himself to attein.
Cne wonders whether he ever changed his mind,

The palm for sheer volume of classical reading, if extant
records are to be trusted, goes without question to the Heverend
Jonathan Boucher. Born in England in 1738, he never studied at a
college; yet he read a tremendous number of the works of ancient
authors, as is indicated by ftwo of the extant works which he wrote.

Jonathan Bouchert's father, a schoolmaster, and his nother
both wished the boy to become a scholar, and accordingly he began
te study Latin at the age of six.91 Ten years later he migrated to
America, whence he returned to England to take holy orders. Re-
turning to Virginia in 1762, he took a parish in Xing George County
for two years, before moving to Caroline County, where he remained
until 1770« Boucher spent the following six years in laryland and
returned, as did Samuel Henley, to England at the outbreak of war.

Though Boucher had learned his Latin well as a small child,
he confessed with shame in his autobiography that "at the time I am
speaking of (after his ordination) I actually hardly knew the Greek

alphabet, and could not have construed a single line in any Greek

7L Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. II, p. 473.
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author without the Latin version,nJ2 Boucher, like many a
teacher before and since, had been engaged to teach a neighe-
berhood boy something of which he knew 1ittle, and he had to
make strenuous efforts to stay ahead of his numil: ® ... by
teaching him I became somewhat of a tolerable Greek scholar,
and he left me with the reputaticn of being a very able one."$3
Since this episcde occurred some time after his crdination, it is
evident that no great stress was l1aid on ability to read Greek
as a vequirement for ordination, at least for serving in the
American colonies.

Boucher socn used his newly-acquired knowledge to put
“o shame a neighbeoring clergyman, the Reverend Isaac wWilliam
Giberns. Though Boucher had "now first critically examined the
New Testament in the original langzuage“9h himself, he accused the
other minister of "illiteracy® and, handing him a Greek Testament,
challenged him to conatrue. Giberne either could not or would nct.
Boucher implies the former and comments, with evident disdain,
"This Giberne was the most popular and admired preacher in Virginia,
and had, not long before, preached a sermocn before the House of

Durgesses, which at their recusst was printed, and for which they

7¢ Jonathan Boucher, Reminiscences of an American Loyalist,
Hew York, 1925, pp. 150-151.

23 1bid.

9L Ibid., p. LS.
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95

returned him thanks."
In 1768 Boucher was tutor to Washingten's step-grandson,
Johin Parke Custis. He wrote on the fifteenth of July of that
year teo Washington for a copy of Cicero's De Officiis, or his Ad
Familiares, and a text of Li ';96 What else the boy read of the
classics under his tutor is not revealed by the correspondence
witi Washington.
After he had moved te raryland Boucher decided he would
like %o have & plantation, and he wrote to a Mr. Addison, a friend
of his, & letter full of extravagant praise of the farm, and ine-

terlarded with a generous number of quotations from Vergil (Sclegues

and Georggcs)97, ovid (Met&morphoses),98 Horace (4rs Poetica),??

75 Ibid., p. 37-38. Giberne himsell, however, was not be=
yond casting a few stones at ignorance. Cf. his letter to the
Bishop of London, August 31, 176L, printed by ¥erry, op. cit., p. 502.

96 Letters of Jonathan Boucher Lo George Washington, collec-
ted and edited by worthington Ghauncey Ford, Brookiyn, 1899, e Je

97 Boucher, Reminiscences, op. 83, 86, 87, 91.

98 Ibid., p. 8h.

79 Ibid., p. 90.
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Cicero,loD Caesar (gg Bello Gallico),101 as well as several

which have not been identified. (See Appendix E for the complete
text of the letter.)
The work which demonstrates best Boucher's array of

erudition is his 61053331.102 While it took no mean scholar-

=

shis in his native language to comsile a glossary of privincial
and archaic words, Boucher prefaced the work with an introduction
containing his ideas about the development of languages and their
relations teo cne another. He thought Hebrew was the Ursprache,
and thus was led intc some absurditiss, but this in no way de=
tracts from the wealth of information he brouzhit to his subject.

The range of Latin authors zited by Boucher in the nre-

face tec his Glossary includes Tacitus {Qg Moribus Germanorum), on

the origin of the Germans and the nature of their languag9193 and

10L He recommends the reading of the original

on the Britons.
histerians of ancient times -~ "Thucydides, licrodotus, Livy, eee
Tacitus" as preferable to even the best modern compilations.les

He quotes Caesar concerning the Gauls' versicn <f their ancestry:

100 1bid., ». 83
10} 71bid., p. 87.

102 Jonathan Boucher, Boucher's Glossary of Archaic and
Provincial Words, Londeon, 13833.

103 114d., pp. xi, =v.
10h Tbid., p. xxii.

105 Ibid., p. xxiv,
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"Galli se omnes & Dite satre prognatos praedicant.“106 Like-

wice he cites Caesar's notice that Gaulish letters resembled

108

the Greek,197 and a comment about the Druids, "° and abeut

10
the mames of the Gauls. 4 Other Istin authors cited include

111

Armianus %arcellinus,llo St. Jerome, Justin,llz Cicerc

(Academica, Pro Archia, De Ora%ore)llB, Pliny the Elder,llh

Gato,xls Solinu.s,116 "Matheno, ¢ riest and chronologer of

Begypt, in his supplement to Berasus,"ll? Isidore cf Se’ville,ll8

120 121

Apuleius,llg Suetonius, and Livy.

T I05D. G. vi. 175 p. xi.
107 Ibid., p. xii.
108 1big., p. xiv.
109 1bid., p. xv.
110 1hid., p. xi.
111 Ibid., p. xiii, xiv, -wviii.
112 1pid., p. xiii, xvi.
13 1oid., p. ii, xviii, xxi.
1k pid., p. xiii, xix, xxvii.
115 Ibid., xiii, xix.
116 Ibid., xix.
117 1bid., xix, obviously Manetho.
118 1big., xviii.
119 Ibid., xx.
120 Ibid., =xxi.

121 1phid., xxi.
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Latin poets whom Boucher quotes or cites include

Vergil,lzz Horace, (Ars Poetica, Satires, };j.pnodes),l?3 Lucan,lzu

Claudian,lzs Zf..u.cret,:i.us,3'26 Catullus,127 and Martial.128

Boucher's feeling for style is evidenced by his compari-
son of ¢lautus to old English playwrights, of Statius Caecilius
to Waller, of Vergil to Dryden or Pope, of Fliny to Lord Orrery,
and of Seneca to Dr. Johnson. 2’ While not all his analogies
have stood the test of time, the fact that he made the compari-
sons shows that he had read the classics=-and English literatures
well enough to have a considerable grasp of styles. He speaks,
too, of "the stately pomposity of Seneca and Lucan."130

In an endeavor to prove that the Cimmerians, Gomerians,

or Cimbrians were all one people, Boucher quotes in Greeik from

4+ Tbid., p. xi.

123 Ibid., p. X, xix, XX.
12 1vid., p. xiii.

125 Ibid., p. xvi.

126 1pid., p. xx.

127 Tbid., p. xxi.

128 1bid., p. xxii.

129 Ibid., p. xix.

130 1bid., Xxi.

ke
»
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Strabo, Plutarch, Stephanus of Byzantium, Dionysius Periegetes,
and fustethius (who wrote a cormentary on Dionysius! Periegesis).lBl

Other Greek prose writers cited are Plato (Cratylus, Timaeus)132,
136

Hsredctus,133 Strabe;13h Pausanias,lBS Ptolenmy, Diodorus

137

Siculus, Prccopius,138 Dionysius of Halicarnassus,139 Cedrenus

and cne of the several writers named Nicetas (in showing that

110 i

Greek in the Byzantine Empire became corrupt), Polybius,

Josephus,lhz and Xenophorz.:’L’"‘3

3T Toid., p. xvi.

132 1hid., p. ii, xiii.

133 _I_ié_é_._, p. ii, xvi, xxviii.
13k 1vid., p. xii, xiii, xv, xvi, xxvii.
135 Ibid., p. xiii.

136 1bid., p. xiii.

137 1oid., p. xiii, xv.

138 1bid., p. xv.

139 Ibid., p. xvii, xix.

10 Ibid., p. xviii.

U1 1bid., p. xviii.

12 Ibid., p. xviii.

3 Ivid., p. xxvi.
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Of the Greek poets Boucher cites only Thecceritus, whose
"nastorals, though never rude, are as completely rustic, as to
their language, as those of the Cumberland bard Ralph, or the
*Gentle Shepherd' of Allan Ramsayg"lhh and Homer (;;igg)lhs.

The catalogue of classical learning and reading pre-
sented thus in outline ranges from the greatest figures in Latin
and Greek literature to mere word-mongers and proves conclusively
that Boucher, in spite of his lack of college training, was a com-
petent classical scholar, and apparently self-taught with respect

to Oreek.

N Thid., p. ix.

145 Ibid., p. xvii.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS

It will be evident from the foregoing that detailed in-
formation abeut the classical studies of the Coleonial Virginia
clergy is rarely met with: out of six hundred forty-five clergy-
men known or thought tc have been in Virginia between 1607 and
1785, only three reveal enough of their classical knowledge to
make it possible to assert unequivocally that they were widely
read in, and deeply influenced by, the classics.

It should be notsd that of the ministers whose libraries
are discussed in Chapter III, Cwen left Oxford without a degree,
Kay had the same experience at Cambridge, while Pasteur had atten-
ded William and YMary without, apparently, taking a degree. {on-
cerning Goodborne's education no information has been found, and
of the other four there is nco record that they attended any in=-
stitution of higher 1earning.l 0f the three men discussed at
length in Chapter IV, Boucher stated that he had attended no col-~
lese, while Owen, as has been ncted, had attended Oxford. Con-
ceming Samuel Henley's educational background Goodwin has ncothing
to say, but it is unlikely that a Professor of Moral Philosophy at
William and Mary would not have been himself a college graduate.

t is neolt unreasonable to suppose that those men who are known to

1 Goodwin, List, op. cit.
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have held degrees from various colleges and universities were

at lenst

as well resd in Greek and Roman literature as the men

mentioned above who had nc degree.

It is indeed unfortunate that Colonial records are so

fragmentary; otherwise, we may be sure that many others of the

Colonial

clergy would stand forth in as vivid a light as do Owen,

Boucher and Henley. Bruce remarks,

with all

"Hobert Hunt, Richard Buck, Hawte Wyatt, and Francis
Bolton, previous to 1630, and Justinian Aylmer, Rowland
Jones, John Clayton, John Clough, and James Blair, after
that dats, were incombents of the pulpit at Jamestouwn.
That we are more familiar with their lives than with
those of the same number of men who, during the same
period, occupled, one after another, the same benefice
in some other part of Virginia, is due only to the fact
that they were associated with the history of the poli-
tical capital and social center of the Coleny. Outside
of the great towns of Zngland, or the wealthiest and
most populous of the English rural parishes, there was,
in the course of the century, perhaps no single English
living filled by a succession of clergymen superior to
this body of men in combined learning, talents, piety,
and devotion to duty; and yet, there is nec reason to
think that the ability, zeal, and fidelity of these
ministers who occupied the pulpit at Jamestown were over-
shadowing as compared with the same qualities in the
clergymen, who, one aftecr another, occuplied any cof the
more important benefices in York, Surry, Eligzabeth City,
or Gloucester Counties, or the counties situated in the
Northern Neck, or on the Eastern Shore.?

Since thercs are always those who are ready to tax others

the faults which can bz devised against them, it is sipg=-

2 .O_E. Cit., I’ 202-203.
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nificant that only three charges of ignorance against particular
clergymen have been found. That of Jonathan Boucher against
Isaac William Giberne has already been no’ced.3
An anonymous letter to the Bishop of London, February
1, 1754, cites four-=Mungo Marshall, George Purdie, Robert iace
Laurin, and John Andrews=--as igncrant, and the first three also
as immcral.LL Purdie and Andrews were eventually in trouble, the
former dismissed from his parish for "ill-conduct" and the latter
fined for drunkenness.5 No record exists of any legal troubles
the other two may have been involved in, and the Bishoptls infor-
mant may well have been stirred by that anti-Scobtish feeling
which often cropned out in Virginia, since MacLaurin and Andrews
at least were Scots.
In 1766 Commissary Willism Robinson wrote the Bishop of
London concerning two candidates for holy orders:
"My Lord, I have lately joined with the Govermor
in recommsnding to your Lordship Mr. Lee Massey and
Mr. Benjamin Sebastian, both candidates for Holy Crders.
¥Mr. Lee Massey is entirely ignorant of the Greek lLanguage,
which I objected te himg; he =aid he was well satisfied
that would be no bar to him, as he was acquainted with
some whom your Lordship has lately erdained for this part

of the World as unacouainted with that language as hime
self. As HMr. Massey bears a very good mcral character,

2Cf, supra, Chanter II.
L rerry, op. cit., 5. LOB.

5 Goodwin, List, op. cit.













































































































































